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Avskrift.

Sedan Doktor Phil. Paul Leser hos undertecknad anh811it
o ett utlitande rdrande hans person och vetenskapliga insatser,
fAr jag hirmed anfira foljande. ’

Doktor Paul Ieser, som i ndgot mer dn tre &r vistats i
Stockholm efter en utflyttning frén Tyskland, dr mig sedan ménga‘
&r tillbaka bekant som en utomordentligt framstdende forskare
D& s8vil den allminna som den europeiska etnologiens omraden.
Genom framfsr allt sina framstdende och omfattande utredningar
on plogens och en méngfald andra jordbruksredskaps kulturhistoria
intar Doktor Leser sedan minga ar ettt rum bland de frimsta Torsk-
arna pé& detta gebit, vilket inte minst framgdr av den higa virde- Q
ringloch uppmérksamhet, som &gnats dessa hans arbeten liksom Hven :
hans recensicner och iﬂlégg i ﬁera framstdende facktidskrifter i
olika delar av virlden. Efter sin ankomst till Stockholnm har e

B Ny

Doktor Leser varit sysselsatt med ingdende vetenskapliga studier
bl.s. rérande uppféstran hos olika folk, men har Hven genom
forelisningar och bidrag i fackpressen fullfsljt sin tidigare
verksamhet som vetenskaplig forfattare och akademisk lirare.
Jag har ocksd personligen haft fOrmdnen av hans medverkan vid re-
digeringen av tidskriften Folkliv, dér hans kritiska sans och
strénga krav pd exakthet och klarhet varit av stdrsta Vérde;
samtidigt som det for honom sjElv medfdrt ett uppoffrande arbete
av ovanlig intensitet. Personligenfhar Doktor Leser under de &r
han vistats i Sverige fort ett synnerligen tillbakadraget 1liv
och har 211%id synts mig somen forebild av korrekthet och for-
synthet. Det forefaller mig dsrfdr vara ett osedvanligt gott
forvirv, som vart land gjort genom hans hitflgttning, och det skul-
le sm8rta mig mycket, om han skulle limna det. Det framgér av
mina ord att jag forbeh&llsltst kan rekommenders honom,Aom han
skulle stka sig till ettt annat land, bdde som vetenskapsmsn och
som ménniska Hr han fbrtjégt_ay de hogsta lovord.

Stockholm den 5 juli 1940

Sigurd Erixon

Professor

Undertecknad, Notarius Publicus, betygar
hirmed, aft fSreetiende &r ratt avskrivet
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Dr. Paul Leser who went over here from Germany, has been in
Stockholm more than three yesrs. Since many years he is known
o me se an exceptionally prominent scientist in the fields of
gereral and of Emropean ethnslogy. EHe has become ons of ihe
most important authorities in this field, espeeially by his
remarkable and extensive research work on the development of
the plough and of a2 great mumber of different farming fmple-
morts. EHig sclentific work is highly esteezed and has drown

- much sbtention, Just a3 hawve his reviews 211 sver the world.

&fter ke moved %o Stockholm, he concentrabed on extensive
seientifie research work, for instanee, sboul education with
different peoples. Farthermore, he contizmed his former
sctivities as a scientific suther and s university professor
by giving leciures 2nd by publicstions in professicssl jour-
mais. I myself had the privileze of having him as a co-editer
of the jourmal *Folkitv®. His subtle precision of mind and
kis striet demand for exasciness and Imeidiiy were of grestest
value fer the imprevement of the Journsl, whereas thig work
meant for him mmeh sirain snd personal devetion. Ae %o his
personal habils during his sejourn in Sweden, he lived in
strict seclusion and I esteemed him as & model of correctness
and modesty. Thersfore I feel his moving inde our couniry to
b2 an unusual sdventage for us and I would deeply rezret if he
should decide %o leave. TYom may gather from my words that, in
gase he should move into spother gouniry, I would recommend him
unconditicnally. His seientific znd nersonsl siandard is of
the highest. :

Ekockholn, July 5, 1940
signed:

Sigurd Brizon
Professor



As Dr. Paul Leser has reguesied the undersigned tc make
s statement regarding his perscn and his scientifie sctivitieg
I hevrewith wish to state the following: /

Dr, Paul Leseyr, who for more than three years has
regided in Stockhclm after hig leaving Germany, has bheen
known to me for many vears &s & very cutstanding ssientist
in the f774 field of general as well as eurcpean ethrnology.
Due to his cutstasnding and comprehsnsive researches on the
picugh and many other agriculiural implements, Dr. Leger
has sinee many years held a prominent place among the leading
men in this field, whieh is proved by the estesm and atiention
given to his studies as well as itc his discussions and
contributicns in the mores prominent Jotrnals in the various
parts of the worid. '

Sinee his arrival in Stoekhelim, Dr. Lesser has devoted
his time to initensive studies smong others concerning the
educetion among varicus peoples, but he has at the sane
tine ¢ontinued his former activities as & seisntific writer
and scademie teacher by coniribuiing fo varicus jozgrnels and
giving lectures,

I have alsc personsaily had the advantage o©f his cogpere
~ztion in ecnnecting with the editing of the magazine Folke
Liv, where his criiticsel sense &nd his insistence on
gseientific exsctness have been of the geeatest value; slso
this reguired uarenitiing and sagrificecing work ¢f unuzusal
intensiky on iis pari.

Personally, Dr. Leser has lived a most secluded life
during his residence in Sweden and zlways seemed to me &
mncdel of eoreginess and modesty. I have therefore slways
ecnsidered it an unusunally good acguisition that our couaniry
BZ% made tuhrough his moving to Swedsn z2nd it wood be a grest
sorrcy t0 me wWere he to leave us agsain. It is gqguite obvicus
from my asbove vemarks that I can unreservedly recommend him
were he to go itoc some other country: both &s a secientist £A4
28 well as a man he deserves ths highest praise.

%



REFERENGES

Dr. Sigurd Erixon, Professor of Ethnology, The Thiversity
of Stockholm, Sweden July 5, 1940

% . Dr. Paul Leser hasg becn known to me for many years
as an exceptionally prominent scholar in the fields of
Anthropology and European Ethnology. His extensgive
studies on the cultural history of the plow and many
other agricultural implements are considered outstanding
and have assured him of a prominent place among the
leading authorities. Even the reviews and shorter
articles which hc published in the anthropological
periodicals of many countrics enjoy the same admiration
and attention paid to his larger publications.

"sinee his arrival in Stockholm, Dr. Leser has continued
his previous activitics as a university professor and

as a student by delivering his courscs and by publishing
artieclos in the periodicals of our ficld. MNuch of his
time was devoted to his research work conccrning child
rcaring among diffcront racese.

" personally cnjoyed the privilege of his asslstance
in his capacity as co-editor of the journal Folk=Liv,

He showed untiring energy in this work. His eritical
mind and his uncompromising demand for sciemtific
exactness were of the greatest value for the improvement
of the journal.

"pr. Leser always impressed me as a model of correctness
and modesty. I wish to state that I can recommend him
in every respect. His scientific as well as his personal

standards are of the highest."
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OLIVET COLLEGE

OLIVET, MICHIGAN

THE SCHOOL OF NATURAL
AND PHYSICAL SCXENCES

May 21, 1949
To Whom It HMay Concern:

Dr, Paul Leser and I have been colleagues on the Olivet College
faculty, Because of the interrelationship of our fields (Anthro-
pology and Biology) we have on several ocecasions in the past
coordinated our teaching, I, thereforse, have had ample oppor-
tunity to observe Dr, Leser's teaching gualifications and his
relations with the students.

He is,without reservation, the most astubte anthropologist I have
met, Dr, Leser abounds with an energy which is reflected in his
teaching and which serves 1o infect the students. He is extremely
well liked by the students, and this popularity is attested to by
the unusually large enrcllment in his courses, In his Physiecal
Anthropology course, it was necessary to teaeh geneties, and I had
the pleasure to oObserve Dr, Leser's work in this particular task,
1% was amazing t0 see the amount of difficulit, advanced genetical
material which he was able t0 present and have understood by a
group Of students with no previous background in biology,

In reference t0 the use of facilities, Dr, Leser has exhibited an
unusual capacity of initiative and personal resourcefulness., When
he arrived at Olivet College, there were no books in the library

on Anthropology., Fortunately, Dr. Leser has an extensive collection
of valuable slides and a very excellent peronal library of several
thouseand volumes, which were made available t0 the students. In the
course of a few years, Dr. Leser has built the Anthropology section
of the Olivet College Library until today it is one of the finest in
the state,

Dr, Leser's academic training is of the highest calibre and hisg
service as professor in European universities has added invaluable
experience to hig background, His relation with the faculdy, doth
on an official as well as a social level, has been a most happy
and pleasing assoeciation., He is extremely active in his field and
is in constant touch with new developments through extensive per-
usal of current literature and by attending various econventions,

I do not, in the least, hesitate to recommend Dr, Leser for the
position which you have in mind, His addition %0 the faculty will
be a valuable-asset to the school, and to the student bhody,

Very truly yeuis,/
/

ZWG( { ey
Za@rencéxﬁezmag
Professor of Biology
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The TIBRARY COMMITTEE will meet on Thursdy,

at 4 P.M,. in the Library.

Payl W. Leser, Ch.

The ?I?e sident
The Dean -

Mr. G. Hanson ' : R
Mrs., L. Hanson
Miss Fe Sanford

Miss C. Caber
MI‘ . Lc He'!.‘man
Mr., H. Hyce
Mr. G. Mabee



OLIVET COLLEGE

OLIVET, MICHIGAN

THE SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS

To Thom It l’ay Concern:

<
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Pr. Zaul Y. Leser has been a colleague of

mine in the past two years. TUnder the Tnified
Study Tlan of the College I have had the nrivilege
of working in cleose collaborstion with him, there-
by having first hand sbservation of his work as =z

5 -

teacher and = scientist. and I have seen the

regsults of his teaching on the studenits' ocutlook

towards world problems and their scientifiec approsasch

tomrds znthronological uroblems, anc I dare say,

that it has shown Ir. Leser %o te & splendid tescher

gné a scientist of uncuestionable integrity, fo which
- the high order of his publications will attest. With

2ll that he hag the gift of eing an excellent

lecturer. T am proud to recommend him.

Yery truly yours,
ilton Forn

sriigt-in-Regidence znd
Frofessor of Ar:



Public Museun of Ethmography  Stookholm, Fums 28th, 1940

. Profeasor Dr. Gerb

The undersizned confirms heveby thalt D, Poul Leser iz am
Cinterpationslly well nown eilmeloziss. Hs is well experisnced
as Jsoturer and vofessor snd & very good psdagogue whe gives
important and Inberosting lectures and seminerdes, He bas an
agresabls personslily of high moral siandard..

It might be worth meationing sdditlenally thet he is ex-
tremely well adjustsbles %o new oircumstences. Dupiag bis shord
sejourn in Sweden ke nod only mensged o read Swedish flnently
ot zlise bo speab the language flusetly sad wilh very good
presunciation. Therefore 3% is raal plessyre for me fo recom-
mend M as scelentisi as well as wilh regsrd o his personslily.
I hawe no donbt thet his sprointment % & undversiiy or 2 eollsge
would prove & declaive galn for these Institaticns.

33& e 2R ?2
Gerberd Lindblom

Birscior of the Ethnographic Busenn of Swedene
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RUBEL ASIATIC RESEARCH BUREAU, FOGG MUSEUM OF ART
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

December 8th, 1942.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

I have known Dr. Paul Leser for many years although

b

there have been long periocds of time between our #Heetings.
T consider him one of the most capable contemporary ethnologist

in every respect. Thoroughly trained at sckools and universities

Furepe in the field of ethnology he was able to specialize

[
I3

n his book, which was

e

without bias and the proof of this lies
published in 1931 as vel, IIT of the "Ethrologische Bibliothek
des Anthropos®. Tts title is "Entstehung und Verbreitung des
Pfluges™ (The Origin of the Plough and the Spread of its Use).
There are 700 pageé full of important, illustrated material,
and for a'long time this book wiil remain the best stendard work
in this branch of the history of culture,

Besides theoreticel knowledge he acquired practical
skill in museun technique as well as teaching ability through his
long stay in German and Swedish institutions.

ey I add that Dr. Leser®s character is absclutely

reliable; and that his persornality is most pleasant.

Dr. Lucian Scherman
Hansonm, Kass.



PEIPING UNION MEDICAL COLLEGE

PEKING, CHINA

CENOZOIC RESEARCH LABORATORY December 2, 1942

To Whom It May Concera:

I have known Dr. Paul Leser for meny years, almost ever since he has been associated
with the Ethnological Museum at Frankfort-on-Main. Although the field of my own interests
wes of quite a different kind, I came in close scieantific connection with him im my cepa-
city as President of the Frankfort Society of Anthropology, Ethnology and Prehistory. s
sach, I had &lso the oppertunity to form a judgment on Doctor Leser's spec‘al gbilities
as iteacher, lectursr and debater.

‘Boctor Leser's high eualifications as ethnologist became manifest above all im his

- gtandard werk om the "Beve}.epmeni; and distribution of the plough®™. This book has been

welcomed by experts all over the world as epoch-meking inm the field of the history of
agricultural technigue from the viewpoint of history of eivilization and comparabtive
ethnology. Doector Leser's thoroughness im the collection of mesterial, his familiarity
with the methods of research related to the history of civilization, the relisbility of
his judgment and, last but not lesst, the significance of the results obtained, are par-
ticmlarly pralsed by the eritics. By this and other studies Doctor Leser acquired a
worid-wide reputati a8 an authority in the special field of the history of sgricultural
implements in g_eneral.

Regarding Doctor Leser's sbilities as teacher and lecturer, I am able to attest
that he is a very clever and versatile spesker and debater, who knows how to elucidate
diffieult scientific problems in 2 manner inteliligible also to the populer mind.

22" ﬁ“”’? Mc‘dew%/

Dr. Frangz ’Eelaenrelca

Birector, Cemozoic Research Labara’sery,
Peiping Union Medieal College,
and Rational Geological Survey
of China

American Museum of Fatural History :
Central Perk West at Sgventy-ninth Street -
New York City
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I have followed Professor Paul Leser's scientifie
career since the time when the sppearence of the "Pflugh
directed the attention of European anthreopology to its
brillisnt suthor. ¥ith this unidue study Professor Leser

at once stepped into the front-ranks of his sciences
¥y own experience in the field of orlental and comparative
anthropolegy verified both the importanee of his method
and the value of his conclusions. This country is to be
-congratulgted for having aequired the services of so
excellent a scholar, who certainly will maeke a great
contribution to imerican research work and teaching.

Sincerely,

e K RfﬁL{vgkz.

Kgrl A. Wittfogel
Direchor

Chinese History Project






