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CONSTITUTION. 

Articte I. This Society shall be known as the Prison AssociaTION oF 
New York. 

Art. IT. Its objects shall be— 

1. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whether detained for trial, 

or finally convicted, or as witnesses. 

2. The improvement of Prison Discipline, and the Government of Prisons, 
whether for Cities, Counties, or States. 

3. The support and encouragement of reformed convicts after their dis- 
charge, by affording them the means of obtaining an honest livelihood, and 

sustaining them in their efforts at reform. 

Arr. III. The officers of the Society shall be a President, four Vice- 

Presidents, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, a Treasurer, 
and the following Committees, viz.: A Finance Committee, a Committee on 

Detentions, a Committee on Discipline, and a Committee on Discharged 

Convicts. 

Arr. IV. The officers named in the preceding article shall constitute an 
Executive Committee, who shall choose one of their number to be Chairman 

thereof. 

Art. V. The Executive Committee shall meet once in each month, and 

keep regular minutes of their proceedings. They shall have a general super- 
intendence and direction of the affairs of the Society, and shal! annually report 
to the Society all their proceedings, and such other matters as shall be likely 
to advance the ends of the Asscciation. 

Arr. VI. The Society shall meet annually in the City of New York, at such 
time and place as the Executive Committee shall appoint, and at such other 
times as the President, or in his absence one of the Vice-Presidents, shall 

designate. 

Arr. VII. Any person contributing annually to the funds of the Association, 
shall, during such contribution, be a member thereof. A contribution of $500 

shall constitute a life Patron ;—a contribution of $100 an honorary member of 
the Executive Committee for life ;—and a contribution of $25 shall constitute a 

member of the Association for life. Honorary and corresponding members 
mnay from time to time be appointed by the Executive Committee.  
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Art. VITI. A Female Department shall be formed, consisting of such 

females as shall be selected by the Executive Committee, who shail have charge 

of the interest and welfare of prisoners of their sex, under such regulations as 

the Executive Committee shall adopt. 

Art. IX. The officers of the Association shall be chosen annually at the 
annual meeting, at which time such persons may be elected honorary mem- 

bers as shall have rendered essential service to the cause of Prison Discipline. 

Art. X. Any Society having the same objects in view may become auxiliary 
to this Association by contributing to its funds and co-operating with it. 

Arr. XI. The Executive Committee shall have power to add to any of the 
Standing Committee such persons as, in their opinion, may be likely to promote 
the objects of the Society, and shall have power to fill any vacancy which may 
occur in any of the offices of the Association, intermediate the annual meetings. 

Ant. XI. This Constitution may be amended by a vote of the majority of 

the Society, at any meeting thereof, provided notice of the amendment has 
been given at the next preceding meeting. 
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{There shall be a stated meeting of the Executive Committee on the 
Fourth Monday of each month, and a special meeting shall be held at any time, 
on the requisition of one of the Standing Committees, or of the Chairman of the 

Executive Committee. 

II.—At every meeting of the Executive Committee, stated as special, the 

attendance of seven members shall be necessary to constitute a quorum. 

III.—The order of business at every stated meeting shall be as follows : 
1. The reading and adoption of the minutes of the last preceding meeting. 
2. Reports from the Standing Committees in the order in which they are 

named in the Constitution of the Society. 
3. Reports from Female Department. 
4. Report from Corresponding Secretary. 
5. Reports from Special Committees. 

6. Motions and Resolutions. 
The business first in order at a special meeting, shall be the subject for the 

consideration of which the meeting shall have been called, and no other subject 
shall be brought before the meeting, except with the consent of a majority of 
the members present. 

IV.—The Chairman shall nominate and appoint all Special Committees, and 

no person nominated by him shall be excused, unless upon reasons assigned by 

him that shall be approved by the meeting ; but a Chairman pro. tem. shall not 
have such power unless authorized by the meeting. 

V.—The Chairman shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal, 
and the rules of order shall be the same, so far as they are applicable, as those 

of the House of Assembly in the Legislature of New York. 

VI.—It shall be the duty of the Finance Committee, 
1. To receive and pay over to the Treasurer of the Society, all moneys 

received, either as donations or for memberships. 

2. To audit and direct the payment of all bills against the Society, in such 
manner and form as they shall direct; but no bill shalj be paid by the Treasurer, 

unless approved by the Committee, and countersigned by the Chairman thereof. — 
3. To invest and control the surplus moneys of the Society under the autho- 

rity of the Executive Committee.  
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4, To have power under the same authority, to employ one or more agents 

to obtain members, and collect subscriptions to the Society; and it ‘shall be 

their duty to make a report at each monthly meeting of their proceedings, and 

those of their agents. 
5. To annually examine and report upon the Treasurer’s accounts, and to 

audit the same. 

VII.— The following shall be the duties of the Committee on Detentions. 

1. To inquire into the causes of commitment of all persons detained for trial, 

or as witnesses in any of the Prisons of the cities of New York and Brooklyn, 

and to adopt proper measures for procuring the discharge of such as shall appear 

to be entitled thereto. 
2. To visit frequently the prisons under their charge, and to endeavour to 

improve the condition of the prisoners :—by training them to habits of cleanli- 
ness and exercise ; by securing to them comfortable accommodations, having a 

regard to space, light, and temperature: by procuring for them suitable em- 
ployment: by providing them with books, or other means of mental occupation: 

by securing such a separation and classification as shall preserve the young, the 
innocent, and the less hardened from the contaminating intercourse of the more 

depraved: by obtaining for them honest and able legal advice ; and generally 
by bringing all practical, moral, and religious influences to o erate upon their 

minds. 

VUI.—It shall be the duty of the Committee on Discharged Convicts, 
1. To keep an office in the central part of the City of New York, where dis- 

charged prisoners may apply for aid and advice. 
2. To keepa record of all commitments to our State Prisons, and New ‘York 

and Kings County Prisons—of the crime of which each person was convicted, 
of the date of his commitment and discharge, and all other important informa- 
tion thereto appertaining. 

3. To open a correspondence with the Prison Agents or Superintendants, 

relative to the character and trades of prisoners, and to ascertain previous to the 
discharge of each prisoner, his feelings, views, and capabilities, with a view to 
making the best arrangements for his future employment. 

4. To keep a record of all persons who will employ discharged prisoners, and 
of their several occupatioas; to procure employment for prisoners, applying 

therefor, as seems best adapted to the capacity of each; to hold a correspond- 
ence with employers, to keep a record of the behaviour and prospects of those 

for whom places are obtained, that they may be sustained and encouraged with 
the idea, that a continual friendly interest is felt for them. 

5. To endeavour to procure suitable boarding places for the discharged prison- 
ers, where they will not be exposed to corrupting influences; taking care not 

to have more than one in a place when it can be avoided. 
6. To see that the prisonors are provided with suitable clothing, of a kind that 

will not attract attention, and point them out as convicts. 

IX.—The general duty of the Committee on Prison Discipline shall be the 
supervision of the internal organization and management of the prisons in which 

convicts are confined, embracing the moral and physical influences to be exerted 

on the prisoners during their confinement. 
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This duty shall be comprised under the folowing general heads : 
Health—Under which shall be included Diet, Dress, Cleanliness, Warming 

of Prisons, Ventilation, Exercise, Modes of Employment, Insanity, and Med- 
ical Treatment generally. 

Refornation—Including the Classification of prisoners according to age, sex, 
physical condition, character, and numbers; Instruction, religious and ordinary ; 

Moral treatment, Isolation, and Intercourse ; Rewards and Punishments ; the 
Visitation of Friends, and Pardons. 

Financial System—Embracing convict labour, Prison revenues and expenses. 

Administration and Supervision—Comprising the mode of appointing officers, 
their qualifications, duties, abuse of their powers, and the internal police regula- 
tions of prisons. 

Comparison of Prison Systems and Reforms—-Including the collection of 
works and reports, correspondence with other Societies, superintendance of 

prisons, and persons interested in prison discipline. The collection of statistics. 
Visitation—The visiting of State, County, and City Prisons, including 

Houses for the reformation of Juvenile Delinquents, at such periods and in such 
manner as the Committee may, from time to time, determine. 

X.--Each Standing Committee shall have power to appoint its own Chair- 
man and Secretary, and to divide itself into as many sub-committees as it may 
deem proper, and each Committee shall make a report of its proceedings at 
each stated meeting of the Executive Committee. 

XI.—The Recording Secretary shall be the Secretary of the Executive 
Committee, and it shall be his duty to keep the minutes of the proceedings ot 

the Committees, to record them in a book to be provided for that purpose, and 
to give due notice of all meetings of the Committee. 

XI.—It shall be the duty of each Standing Committee to report to each 
monthly ineeting of the Executive Committee, the number of meetings held, 
and the names of the members attending at each. 

XIII.—If it shall appear from the report of any Standing Committee, that 

any member has not attended any one of these mectings during the preceding 
three months, the member so neglecting to attend shall, if no satisfactory ex- 

cuse be offered, be deemed to have resigned as a member of such Committee, 

and the Executive Committee may proceed to appoint another in his place. 

XIV.—No person shall be added as a member to any of the Standing Com- 
mittees, unless the Coinmittee to which he is to be added shall have reported 

his name at a preceding meeting of the Exceutive Committee, and shall have 

stated that the member so proposed has consented to serve. No person, so 

proposed, shall be elected as a member unless by the votes of two-thirds of all 

the members present ; and every such ejection shall be made by ballot, unless 

by unanimous consent the ballot be dispensed with. 

XV.—There shall be a Standing Committee of Ladies for the Female De- 
partment, the members of which shall be selected by the Executive Com- 

mittee, and shall have charge of the interests and welfare of persons of their 
own sex, under such regulations as the Executive Committee may prescribe, 
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or they themselves, with the approbation of the Executive Committee, may 

adopt. Such Committee shall have power to elect its own officers, and when 

organized, shall be placed in all respects on the same footing as the other 

Standing Committees of the Executive Committee, in relation to the increase 
of their numbers. 

XVI. The Corresponding Secretary shall conduet the correspondence of 
the Executive Committee, and of each of the Standing Committees when 
required, and shall report the same at each stated meeting of the Committee, 
and shall record the same in books to be procured for that purpose. 

XVII.—The Chairman of the Executive Committee and the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, shall be members ex-officio of all the Standing Committees. 

XVIII.—It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep safely all moneys 
deposited with him by the Finance Committee, to pay over the same in such 
manner and at such time as the Finance Committee shall direct, and to give 
such security for the faithful discharge of his duty as that Committee shall 
require. 

XIX.—No alteration in these by-laws shall be made, except a notice of the 
proposed amendment shall have been given at a previous meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

i     
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNIVERSARY. 

Tue first anniversary meeting of the Association was held at the 

Tabernacle, on the evening of the 5th of December, 1845. 

Vice-Chancellor M’Coun, the President of the Association, in the chair, 

assisted by B. F. Burizz, Esq., and Judge Epmonns, as Vice-Presidents. 

The President, on taking his seat, made a few remarks. 

Mr. Epmonns, as Chairman of the Executive Committee, announced 

to the Association, that the Prison Discipline Society of Boston was present, 

by its delegate, Rev. Lours Dwicnr; and the Philadelphia Society for 

Alleviating the Miseries of Prisons, by TowNsenp SHaRPLESS and GEorGE 

Tuompson, their delegates. 

He also read to the meeting a letter from the Philadelphia Society, and 

also a letter from the Rev. Dr. Jenxs, one of the Vice-Presidents of the 

Boston Society ; which were ordered to be published. 

He then read to the Association the annual report of the Executive 

Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Butier, 

Resolved, That the report be accepted and published. 

Gen. Wetmonzz, in behalf of the Finance Committee, read their annual 

report, and the audited account of the Treasurer ; and on his motion, 

Resolved, That the same be published. 

Apner Bsnepict, Esq., read the annual report of the Committee on 

Detentions. 
On motion of W. C. Russeiz, Esq., 

Resolved, That it be published. 

Dr. Joun D. Russ read the annual revort of the Committee on Prison 

Discipline. 
On motion of Joun Durr, Esq., 

Resolved, That the same be published. 

Isaac T. Hopper read the report on Discharged Convicts, which, on 

nis motion, was ordered to be published. 
RensseLaer N. Havens read the report of the Executive Committee 

of the Female Department, and on his motion, 

Resolved, That the same be published. 

The meeting was addressed by the Rev. Mr. Tuavsr, of Brooklyn. 

Mr. Epmonps, by direction of the Committee of Arrangements, nomi. 

nated officers for the ensuing year, which were unanimously elected, 

And then the meeting adjourned.   

leas” 

LETTER FROM REV. DR. JENKS. 

TO THE PRISON ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK. 

GenTLEMEN :—At a recent meeting of Directors of the Prison Discipline Society of 

Massachusetts, a communication was made, by our highly esteemed Secretary, of your 

kind invitation to the approaching meeting of your Society, at the anniversary of its 

formation, on the 5th instant. The Directors, in accepting this invitation, and pro- 

viding that our Society should be represented on the auspicious and interesting occa- 

sion, conferred on me the honour of an appointment to attend the celebration, in com- 

pany with my friend and brother, the Rev. Mr. Dwight. 

But I regret to say, that it will not be in my power, from the pressing nature of my 

engagements at this time, to allow the indulgence of what, in other circumstances, 

would be a high enjoyment—the meeting with new friends of an important religious 

and civil charity, and the strengthening of those bonds which unite the practical advo- 

cates of humanity and the Gospel. 

I must, however, in thus apologizing for my absence, take liberty to congratulate 

you on the formation of your Society, and convey toe you my good wishes, 

New York, which, indeed, I have never yet visited, cannot but afford, of necessity, 

from its great foreign population, as well as its vast multitude of native inhabitants, and 

its extensive trade, a wide and important ficld in which such an Association may act, 

Crimes must, as the world is, and do, actually abound. The Prisons and Peniten-~ 

tiaries are often crowded; and their officers, perhaps, however alert and faithfal, too 

much occupied to perform the duties which you will undertake, even were they in the 
highest degree well disposed. . 

The task, therefore, assigned you, in the providence of God, and of which, by asso. 
ciating thus, you acknowledge the obligation, appears calculated to call forth all the 

wisdom and firmness, humanity, self-denial, and active Christian sympathy which the 

grace of God confers on His friends, and which He would have them cherish and bring 

into action. 

For it is not merely the giving of religicus and moral instruction at stated times 

to the inmates, and seeing that they are furnished with Bibles and other books, that 
will satisfy, gentl the enligt 1 and public-spirited philanthropy which has led 

to the formation and support of your Society; there must also be created a general 
perception, a common feeling throughout the community, that shall bear favourably on 

the object itself Or, if such a feeling already exist, as I cannot but believe it does, it 

must be directed in a salutary channel. 

Of all this, no doubt, gentlemen, you are perfectly sensible, and perhaps I owe you 

an apology for these suggestions; but they are conuected in my mind with one thing, 
which I fear has been too greatly overlooked—I mesn the state of the public preas in 
reference to the records of crime. 

God’s Word, our only infallible guide, declares, “ fuols make a mock at sin.” How 

often, in recording trials, or the mere charges that produce them, is the most revolting 

levity manifested, and rather a disposition to jest, while representing the character, 

conditions, and actiows of culprits, than to mourn over human depravity and guilt! Is 
it not an encouragement tocrime? There should be more of serious earnestness, more 

of deep engagedness in promoting reformation on the one hand, and shielding the com- 

munity on the other; a wise care of establishing sound moral principles, and a clearer 

exhibition of high and holy compassion of the offender, while his sin is hated. And 
these results may be advanced, unquestionably, by an influence, healthy and vigorous, 

exerted through the press—as the opposite effects are, without doubt, produced by 

the public exhibition, in the widely-circulating vehicles of intelligence and influence, 
of a lax morality, or a heedless disregard of the proprieties of civilized life. 

  

 



14 LETTER FROM THE PHILADELPHIA SOCIETY. 

Bat I am persuaded that I need not enlarge. The principles which have led to the 

formation of your Society must aivech jn the course of its progress, to such meas! 

ill approve and bless. 

* hae His blowing vay accompany your efforts, emanating from a sense of sclera 

obligation—which, indeed, the ability to do good that He confers: on you ee iy is 

poses—and that, under His blessing, your Society may prosper in spirit, efficiency, 

numbers, and public patronage, is the cordial desire and. prayer 0: , 

Gentlemen, your sincere well-wisher, 
WM. JENKS, 

‘A Vice-President of the Massachusetts’ 

P, D. Society. 

Boston, December Ath, 1845. 

ee 

LETTER FROM THE PHILADELPHIA SOCIETY. 

cial meeting of the Philadelphia Society for alleviating the Miseries of Pub- 

Ata held 1ith mo. 28th, 1845, the following preamble and resolution were 
lic Prisons, A W 

i L opted : . , . 

wy hereas, This Society feels a lively interest in all measures calculated to ameliorate 

? sa : * 5 : tds + an 

diminish crime, and improve prison discip! ime; and, . 

Oo eeeean Ta our opinion the establishment of Prison Societies will promote these 
. 

i jects 5 an . . . 

det oes The Prison Association of New York, will celebrate is anniversary yon 

: i 2 ite wit em in the 
suing mouth, and has requested us to unl ir said 

te enon in euch manner as ‘may be most agreeable to the members of this Society ; 

ear reed That a Committee of seven be appointed to proceed to New, York; and 

express t7 the Association the best wishes of the Society for their prosperity and use- 

fulness. - 
[Extracted from the Minutes.] WM. BIDDLE, Secretary. 

TO THE “PRISON ASSOCIATION OF NEW YorK.”” 

“ The Philadelphia Society for alleviating the Miseries of Public Prisons,” have the 

pleasure to acknowledge the kind invitation extended to them, through Judge Ed- 

jmonds, to be present by a delegation at the approaching annual meeting of your Aso. 

ciation; and in compliance withit, they have appointed a Committee to attend on that 

occasion. Lest, however, in the pressure of business incident to such a meeting, ne 

opportunity may occur for a public expression of their sympathies and views, they 

have availed themselves of the kind suggestion contained in J udge Edmonds’ note, to 

communicate them very briefly, in this form, with the hope that it may accord with 

the arrangements of your Society, to spread them before the meeting. ne 

« The Philadelphia Society for alleviating the Miseries of Public Prisons’ "is nearly 

seventy years old. All who were associated in its early labours, have long since been 

gathered to their fathers It is obvious that in originating it, no scheme, or theory, “ 

controverted principle of modern date, could have had any influence. The efforts of 

its founders were probably restricted to the design which its title indicates i and con- 

templated, rather the alleviation of the miseries of Prisons, than any change in the pre- 

dominant principles of their discipline. When, however, ata later period it became 

obvious, that most of the miseries which they would fain alleviate, originated in de- 

fects of structure and discipline; they naturally applied themselves to some mode of 

ing these defects 
. 

eT a not assure you, that nothing was farther from their motives, than an ambi   
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tion to originate or advocate, any new or peculiar method of discipline. They looked 

abroad upon the vast accumulation of suffering and corruption, which the prisons of the 

country presented ; and saw, as they thought, that the prolific cause of this suffering 

and cerruption, as well as of the alarming increase and boldness of crime, was the 

ASSOCIATION OF PRISONERS. Upon this gigantic evil they fixed their attention; and as 

soon as the public mind was prepared, and the opportunity offered, they strenuously 

urged the great principle of separation. Association was the evil, separation the 

remedy; and from this position our Society has never moved. 

It was apparent that employment would be indispensable, as well for the moral as 

the physical benefit of the prisoner; and that to construct a prison for the individual 

separation and employment of each convict, would involve more expense at the outset, 

than was required in the usual mode of building; but they saw at the same time, in 

the saving in the police force of such a prison; in the avoidance of conspiracies and 

insurrections, and also of severe punishment in maintaming discipline :—in the facility 

of adapting care and instruction to the peculiar circumstances of each convict; im the 

moral influence and disciplinary virtue of seclusion; and above all, in the prevention 

of intercourse and acquaintance by sound or sight, and the contamination and corrup- 

tion which flow therefrom ;—in these they saw advantages to compensate generously 

for any extraordinary expense or toil, which the attainment of them might involve. 

Reform in prison discipline, with them, as with you, was an experiment. They had 

no model prison to visit; no pioneers in the march of reform, to warn them of errors 

or guide them to truth. Wise and benevolent men distrusted the principle. Ultra 

views were urged by some; and others wedded themsclves inseparably to prejudice 

and opposition. But the Society persevered, through evil and good report, in advo- 

cating and propagating their views; and among those who had influence over, and 

were connected with the administration of public affairs, they were happy to find the 

same sentiments so far prevalent, as in due time to secure the erection of a Peniten- 

tiary on that plan. 

During nearly tzeenty years the Separate System has been in use in our state; and 
although observation and experience have brought to light defects and oversights com- 

mon to all the works and plans of men, they have never seen reason to doubt, for a 

moment, either the practicability, or the moral and physical advantages of separation. 

Every year has strengthened our conviction of its entire safety to the minds of the con- 

victs; and we may add, that we have great confidence in the economy of the system, 

as more certainly securing the reformation of convicts, a3 well as preventing their mul- 

tiplication. 

We find very gratifying proficiency is made by our prisoners in acquiring the ele- 

mentary branches of learning; and that their isolation ia altogether favourable, not 

only to the acquisition of knowledge, but to the influence of kind and truthful in- 
struction, and to the excitement of grateful emotions towards those who seek their 

present and future good. 

We have, moreover, great satisfaction in the rapid increase of favour which this sys- 

tem has enjoyed in foreign countries—and have reason to believe that in England and 

France, and other European kingdoms, it is likely to become the prevailing principle 

in the modification of old and in the construction of new prisons. These facts suggest 

claims upon our gratitude to the sovereign Disposer of all good, and urge us forward 
to the more vigorous prosecution of our labours. 

We cordially congratulate you on this (the first) anniversary of your Association. 

We hailed its organization, with unaffected pleasure, as the offspring of a desire to 

serve the cause of humanity, and the public good. Your Society, like ours, looks 

abroad upon the interests of the whole community, and rejoices in every plea that 
philanthropy utters, and in every new suggestion sife makes, for “ alleviating the mise-  
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ries,” and correcting the abuses of prisons, without subtracting from the efficiency, or 
the wholesome severity of their discipline. ; ; 

Your location, in the capital of the Empire State and the commercial emporium of 

our country, imposes upon you peculiar responsibilities. . 

If your movements carry with them a mighty influence, that is felt far and near, 

there is a responsibility connected with them of corresponding weight. Though the 
people of your state have adopted a system differing in one of its radical principles 

from ours, we are happy to believe that we hold alike to the importance of preventing 

all contaminating intercourse between convicts, and in regarding this as the source of 

most of the evils and misery of prisons. It is possible that, in the infirmity of our na- 

ture, we may attribute to the peculiarities of our respective systems an unjustifiable 

importance. At any rate, the expenses incurred in the erection of public prisons are 

80 great, as to make any general change an event of gradual accomplishment. Hence 

itis the more important, that in expressing our concurring, or opposing views, we 

should be careful not to mislead those who are about to introduce one system, or the 

other; and who seek knowledge, as to the advantages of each. To mislead such in- 

quirers, is to prejudice, and perhaps to sacrifice the interests, which we are appointed 
to guard and cherish. . 

The cause of philanthropy gains much by the mutual confidence and respect which 
its supporters manifest towards each other. We are allied in seeking a great public 

good. No citizen, no family can say to what extent, or in what form, he or they may 

be interested in our success. We have noble forerunners in the path of prison reform. 

So far as the excitement of example is concerned, we can ask none brighter than that 

of Jonnw Howanp, and Exizapetn Fry; and yet we have an infinitely brighter,—a 

divine example in Him, whose tender sympathy was never withheld from any form of 

human suffering that presented itself. 

‘ociety. 

[By order of the Society GEORGE WILLIAMS, President. 
Grorcs W. Situ, 
Wu. Bippte, Secretaries. 

  

REPORT 

OF THE 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Iv welcoming the advent of the First Anniversary of our Associ- 
ation, the Executive Committee feel it to be almost their first duty 
to express to the public, and to the members, their lively sense of 
the exemplary manner in which they have been sustained in their 
efforts to carry into operation the objects of the Society. 
New as was the movement to most of the members of this Com- 

mittee, they have felt throughout the year a painful consciousness 
of the disadvantages under which their inexperience has caused 
them to labour. But as they progressed, and became more fa- 
miliar with their duties, they became aware that the sphere of 
their usefulness was extending,and themselves daily becoming more 
capable of performing the trust reposed in them by the generous 
contributors to their Treasury. 

They have not been unmindful, that the objects avowed in the 
organization of the Association, were more extended than those of 
the kindred Societies in Philadelphia and Boston; and they have 
sought, by a kindly intercourse with them, to profit by their ex- 
perience and become wiser by their suggestions. 

The Philadelphia Society was present at our organization, by 
its delegates, and has encouraged us in our efforts. It has estab- 
lished a quarterly Journal, “The Pensylvania Journal of Prison 
Discipline and Philanthropy,” in which favourable notice has been 
taken of us, in connexion with an enlightened support of sound 
principles in Prison Discipline. 

That Journal is worthy of the support of the members of this 
Association, and it is to be hoped that it will receive such encour- 
agement, as to enable its conductors long to occupy their appro- 
priate and well-cultivated field of usefulness. 

At the anniversary of the Boston Prison Discipline Society in 
May last, a delegation from our Association, consisting of the 
Chairman of the Executive Committee, and the Corresponding 

3  



18 SECOND REPORT OF THE [1845. 

Secretary, were present, were received with a kindly welcome, 

and a distinguished part was allotted to them in the exercises of 

the day. 
The following account of that meeting, taken from the Boston 

Courier of the 28th of May, will show the manner in which our 

delegates performed their duty; and we entertain the hope that we 

may be enabled to imitate our elder sister, as well in the maturity 

of her age as in the extent of her usefulness. 

: _ PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY. 

This Society convened at the Park-street Church, yesterday forenoon, and 

had an interesting and large meeting. Rey. Doctor Wayland, the President 

of the Society, was in the chair. Rev. Lewis Dwight, the Secretary, read an 

abstract of the report, which made honourable mention of deceased members 

of the Society who had died during the year; commented on benevolent 

efforts for persons under arrest, on houses of refuge for juvenile delinquents, 

reformed prisoners, improved prisons, lunatics, &c. John Augustus came in for 

a share of deserved encomium for his efforts in behalf of persons under arrest, 

tly recommended to others, to go and do likewise. 

It was stated that he had struck out a new course of benevolence, as he was the 

only person who had made systematic and persevering exertions. His list of 

names, which he had yelieved, was three yards long. Concerning juvenile 

houses of refuge, three were mentioned, viz. in New York, Philadelphia, and 

Boston. Total average for the year, 508. Whole number in various periods o! 

the year, something over 900. Deaths, only six in the year. In the New York 

and’ Philadelphia houses, from the commencement, 5,378 had been reveived— 

of these, 1,563 were girls, who had been generally apprenticed to housewifery- 

In the house at New York alone, 3,229 had been received. The annnal ex- 

penses of the three institutions had been about $30,000, and the Jast year the 

inmates had earned $10,000. 

In the list of reformed or improved prisons, the one at Thomastown, Me., was 

represented as having received the addition of a dormitory, in which large 

windows, like those of churches, had been inserted. At Concord, N. H., a new 

chapel had been built for the prisoners, and more books and Sabbath school 

instruction had been introduced. To the prison in Vermont, an infirmary ha 

been added. The Legislature of Massachusetts was complimented for several 

valuable resolutions, passed at the last session, The counties of Berkshire, 

Hampshire, and Essex, had improved their jails or erected new ones of good con- 

struction. At Lechmere Point, special and commodious apartments had been 

prepared for lunatics. The city of Boston had again agitated the subject of a 

new jail at South-Boston, in place of the one in Leverett-street, which was the 

greatest prison nuisance in the state. Four successive Mayors had made 

exertions to effect a change in this prison. 

Rhode-Island, Connecticut, and New York, were states mentioned as making 

improvements. 

On the subject of solitary imprisonment, the testimony of Mr. Vattermere, of 

Germany, was quoted, as the opinion of a man of great knowledge and excellent 

judgment concerning prisons. ‘Mr, Vattermere had stated that the varieties of 

jauman nature, and the dangers to be apprehended from a system of solitary 

confinement, demanded of legislators not to make it uniform. 

‘After Mr. Dwight had finished, the meeting was addressed successively by 

George T. Bigelow, Esq., Charles Sumner, Esq., Dr. S. G. Howe, and Judge 

Edmonds, of New York. 

Mr. Sumner spoke in favour of the Pennsylvania system. He cited the tes“ 
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mony of Miss Dix, and Mr. Peters, the British i 0 , . consul, in favour of som 
prisons on the solitary plan, and declared that nineteen ‘twentieths of al me 

er intelligent men, favoured such a system. The King of Prassia had Tavel 
or ‘ered four new prisons e be constructed on the Pennsylvania plan 7 

. e spoke of his having, within a year or two, visited ; pri i m: 
gure and remarked phat he had been asked, while abroad, Why dont your 

‘ston alter their course and adopt the system of soli 
Judge Edmonds, of New York, m: oayeteuch, “He biseduced hin. f v , made the closing speech. He intr i 

self as being a delegate, in connexion with Mr. Channing, from te Sector ma 
Now Kort pad spoke oF a esteem and confidence in the Boston Association. 

9 elder brother and pioneer in the prison cause. It afford im 
pleasure to bear testimony to the extensive benefi society he one r its of the Soci he had 
honour to address. The time was ‘sai ool wore looked . passed, he said, when criminals w 

upon as bound to make an ftonement for their offences, as if man eon eked 
a not alone to |. i imi i i to man, an jodgnoat od. It is for us to imitate God rather in his mercy 

Both systems, the Auburn and the P’ i ennsylvania, had their 
na that me controversy which had been so long carried on eran yond rn 

merits would soon come to an end, and that. J i f spective THOTT Wo sor nd, , amalgamating the benefits of 
+ grand American system, far ahead of E 

plan. The Judge then spoke of his connexio' i i in his own state, ] m with prisons in hi 
and oF a favourable result in some experiments to unite the advantages of sepa. 

ement and social intercourse. His speech . 
feeling, intelligent and candid, and di ee pouewolont eoit aul the ine fi 7 id much, by its benevolent spirit and i 
partial course he pursued, to soften the irritation occasioned by the roi ting 
oo of the previous speakers. 7 mes 

the gentlemen were animated and energetic i i 1 getic in their addresses, and - 
teous to one another, though sharp in some of their remarks, and the mocting 
ons 8 whole, yas a ay interesting and profitable one. , & 

n motion o! r. Sumner, a resolution was adopted. c 1 r to refer t! 
Ponnsyh retary toa special Committee, who should be instructed to aantee oe 

a ia reports in connexion, and incorporate such hi 
chairman appointed 8. G. Howe, Charles 8 ae Tey lene acl a od 8. G. . > Lewis Dwight, 8: 
Eliot, and Walter Channin. i mittee, and yee Se tenas, a ig on this Committee; and on r 
George T. Bigelow, and Horace Mana were added. motion, Judge Edmonds, 

Immediately after the organization of the Association, the 
Executive Committee issued the following circular. 

NEW YORK PRISON ASSOCIATION. 

me ante Committee of the Prison Association, in appealing to the public for 
aid, deem tt proper to state definitely the objects i 

the purposes to which their funds will be devoted. They eels follows! and 

First. To have in view the iti ‘ J 5 yh condition of persons arrested and detai i 
Prison on suspicion o charge of crime, so far as to secure to the asatituts and 

288, strict justice in t! heir cases, and to protect them from th: i 
of guprineipled or unfaithful persons with whom they may come ee 
the ECON. To attend to the subject of prison discipline generally, includin 
te Bev erument and conduct of State, County and City Prisons—to obtain 

istics of erime—to extend the influence of the American plan. i 
seminating information, procure its general adoption ;—and more vtec ee 
enlarge the reformatory influence of our Penitentiary system. p * 

ing arp And primeipally., to aid discharged prisoners in their efforts at lead- 
\. s the large numbers of suspected or convicted criminal: 

whe are ponstantly’ returned upon this city, from our City Prison, the Peniten. 
'y lackwell’s Island, and the House of Refuge for juvenile delinquents  
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—the precise amount of which, the Association has not yet been able to learn,— 
it has been ascertained, that from 20 to 25 convicts are discharged every month 
from the State Prison at Sing Sing, who, with hardly an exception, come directly 
to this city. More than half of this number having been originally sent up from 
this city and Brooklyn, return to those places as their only home; and very 
many of the residue, having no other home, remain here. To prevent those 
persons from continuing their depredations upon this community, it is intended 
that a strict scrutiny shall be had inte their characters and their conduct while 
in prison; and as to those who afford no hopes of reformation, to report their 
names to the officers of justice, so that they shall be closely watched. As to 
the others, to aid them in their efforts at reformation, by procuring employment 
for them, and encouraging them to lead honest lives and sin no more. 

Very many of this class are frequently driven to return toa course of crime 
by sheer want, and their inability to procure employment. To guard against 
this result, is very evidently a matter of interest to all of our citizens. To accom- 
plish this end, it is proposed mainly, to find work for the discharged convict; but 
not to advance him money, unless it be for the purchase of tools or the neces- 
saries of life. That to be done rather by advancing articles in kind than money. 
And in all cases, the sums thus advanced to be regarded as loans, to be repaid to 
the Association, out of the proceeds of his labour,—thus not. only encouraging in 
him habits of economy and industry, but inciting him to increased exertions, by 
the reflection, that by every dollar he returns he is contributing his aid to others 
in like condition, by enabling the Association to use the same sums many times. 

To carry out these objects, funds will be required, for which the Executive 
Committee now appeal to their fellow-citizens. 

Subseription Books are in the hands of each of the members of the Com- 
mittee, and by them contributions will be received, and e report of allsums re- 
ceived and expended will be periodically made public. 

order of the Executive Committee, 
Wiruiam C. Russe, Secretary pro tem. J. W EDMONDS, Chairman. 

New York, December 17, 1844. 

The Executive Committee have kept these several objects con- 

tinually in view, and subordinate Committees were raised, to whose 
charge these subjects were respectively committed. Their re- 

ports are hereto annexed. 

DETENTIONS. 

The business of this Committee was necessarily confined to the 

prisons in this city and in Brooklyn; embracing constantly the 

cases of at least 1,000 prisoners. Circumscribed in the perform- 
ance of their task, by the pressing nature of their private avoca- 
tions, they have yet been able to be the instruments of much good ; 

the most prominent instance of which is to be found in the fact, that 

during the year they have given their attention to the cases of 80 
boys, who have been arrested, and have restored 48 of them to 

their parents or friends. 

The repeated visits of the members of the Committee to those 
prisons, have made them familiarly acquainted with the condition 
and government of them. Their material construction, and ar- 
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rangement, are particularly described in the report of that Com- 

mittee; but their moral condition and influence deserve a more 

extended notice in this place. 

We have been inexpressibly shocked at the view of the grievous 
wrong which these institutions are daily inflicting upon the com-' 
munity. And, while on the one hand, we feel the want of lan- 

guage adequately to express our disapprobation, we are, on the 

other hand, apprehensive, so revolting is the truth, that our state- 
meuts may be regarded as exaggerations, or as prompted by some 

personal feeling of ill will. 

Without pausing, however, to indulge in any protestations as to 

the singleness of purpose with which we entered upon the duty, 

we wiil simply point attention to one of the primary objects in- 

volved in our Association, namely, the reformation of prisons, and 

the improvement of prison discipline. 'To this purpose, the Ex- 

ecutive Committee were solemnly and deliberately pledged at their 
election; and however painful or unpleasant the duty may be, we 

cannot hesitate in its performance, without slighting the responsi- 
bility we have assumed, and disregarding the trust reposed in us. 

And the call of this duty is the more imperative, because the 

evil has continued so many years, and has, of late, increased with 

appalling velocity. 

Though we shall speak mainly of the present condition of these 
prisons, it must by no means be inferred, that the past is exempt 
from its share of the censure. The present is but a faithful reflec- 
tion of the past. To prevent its throwing its gloomy shadows upon 

the future is our present object. 
At the outset of our investigations, we are startled by the con- 

sideration of the increase of crime in this city within a few years ; 
a consideration the more interesting, because in such marked con- 

trast with the rest of the state and the Union. / 

The inmates of our city prisons may with propriety be regarded 
as constituting three classes. 

First. Those who are arrested and detained on a charge of hav- 
ing committed some crime or offence. 

Second. Those who are convicted of some crime or offence either 
in the United States Courts, the Oyer and Terminer, or General or 

Special Sessions. 

Third. Those who are committed on summary convictions as 
vagrants or disorderly persons. ‘  
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Of the First Class, the nearest approach we can make to a 

satisfactory statement is the following 

Tapie—Showing the number of Inmates in the City Prison for Ten years 

1835 Total number (Returns for six weeks wanting) 1963 
verage per wee 4 

1836 Total number for this year. 5103 
Average per week. -~ 

1837 Total aumber for this year. 6116 

Average per week... 
1838 Total number for this year. 5711 

Average per week..-- 
1839 Total number for this year 8102 

verage per week... 
1840 Total number for this year. 9110 

Average per week... 
1841 Total number for this year. . 7348 

Average per week.... 
1842 Total number for this year. 7965 

verage per week... 
1843 Total number for this year. 7269 

Average per week... - 
1844 Total number for this year. 8008 

Average per week 

It is evident that this table exhibits very imperfectly the con 
dition of the City Prison, from the fact, which is stated to us by 

officers who have opportunities of knowing, that a much larger 
number of persons are yearly committed to the City Prison,* and 
from the well-known fact, that very many are brought in and com- 
mitted temporarily, whose names are never entered on the books 
of the prison. 

Of the Second Class, the following account is furnished by the 
very intelligent and faithful Clerk of the Sessions. 

Commitments to the City Prison and the Penitentiary for Ten years, on con- 
vietions in the Oyer and Terminer, General and Special Sessions. 
  y 
Year. | To THE PENITENTIaRY. | To THE Crry Prison.   

        119 
  

* A recent message from the Mayor to the Common. Council, showing forth the work 
ings of the New Police, states the number arrested during a period of three months 
and a half, to have been over 11,000, or more than 40,000 a year. 

} Male and female are not separated in the returns this year. 
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Of the Third Class, the following table of summary convic- 

tions, gives the nearest approximation to the truth that, we have 
been able to obtain. These accounts have been obtained with 
great difficulty, and it is to us cause of great surprise, that, in a 
matter involving so great an expenditure of money and the liberty 
and characters of so many people, specific and definite returns 
should not be made and preserved, in such a manner, as to enable 

some one person at least, if not the public at large, to know in 
what manner and to what extent so important a duty is performed. 

Summary Convictions, including the Commitments to the Penitentiary, of 
isorderly persons and vagrants. 

1840 Total amount for the year 1204 
verage per month. . 100 

1841 Total amount for the year. . 1699 
verage per month. - 141 

1842 Total amount for the year. - 1998 
Average per month. . 166 

1843 Total amount for the year. - 2059 
verage per month_. 171 

1844 Total amount for the year... 2008 
verage per month 

In 1845, the total amount to 9th December is 2,237, and an ave- 

rage of 186 per month, or siz each day! 

These tables are not to be received as containing the whole truth. 

They are only an approximation to it, and the nearest approach the 

Committee have been able to make, after diligent inquiry in every 

imaginable direction, where it was probable that positive and 

reliable information could be obtained. 

So, too, is it difficult to ascertain the expense of our Penitentiary 

and Police establishments. No separate account is kept; but the 

following items have been gathered from different parts of the 

Comptroller’s report, and indicate nearly the cost for the past year. 

Expenditures by the Commissioner of the Alms House for City 

Prison and Penitentiary, - - - $65,357 70 

Extra services of Police Officers, - - 21,207 40 

Salaries of Officers in this Department, 56,069 87 

$142,574 97 
This is exclusive of the cost of the Coroner's office, rewards for 

prisoners, pay of Aldermen and officers attending court, printing, 
repairs, and other contingent charges. These items must swell the 

total cost to the city of this department alone, to over $150,000 a 
year. .  



x 

24 SECOND REPORT OF THE [1845. 

From these statements, imperfect as they are, and from the fact 
that there are from seventeen to twenty prisons in this city—in- 
cluding station-houses and Police Offices—at which at least 30,000 

of our people are confined each year, at an annual expense to the 

honest portion of the community of over $150,000, some idea may 

be formed of the importance of the subject. 
The first consideration that would strike any one, attempting to 

investigate the subject, is the entire want of order, system, and 
erganization, which pervades the whole department. It is nomi- 

nally under the control and supervision of the Commissioner of 

the Alms House; but his other duties are so onerous, that it is 

impossible for him to do more than to give casual and occa- 
sional glances only at the prisons. 

Hence, there is no attempt to introduce any thing like a system 
of prison discipline ; no efforts at economy, unless occasional fee- 
ble and spasmodic attempts at curtailment may be so dignified: 

no common head to control; no one to inspect or supervise ; no 
one to detect and remove abuses. 

It is not, therefore, matter of surprise that evils should exist, or 

that they should be of an alarming and serious character. The 
enumeration of some of the most glaring among them will aid the 

object we have in view, namely, that of giving a general idea only 
of the state and condition of our City Prisons. 

The average number of persons continually in the two princi- 

pal prisons during the past year, is about 1,200. And the expense 

of keeping, governing, and controlling them, which was last year 
drawn from the City Treasury, was $84,959 08. 

During the same period, the average number of persons in our 

State Prisons at Auburn and Sing Sing, was about 1,700, and the 

amount drawn from the State Treasury for the same purposes, 
was $24,803 80. : 

So that the state prisoners have cost $14 59 each, the year $ 

while our city prisoners have cost $7079 each, or about five 
times as much. 

But the moral influences of our prisons are of much greater im- 

portance. , 

It is of frequent occurrence, that persons are arrested and de- 

tained in some of our houses of detention—sometimes for two or 
three days, of whom no account is rendered anywhere. And it 
is manifest, from the present defective organization in this respect, 

that the liberty of the friendless and unprotected portion of our 
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population, must be very much at the mercy of our police officers ; 
and that without a more perfect system of inspection and returns, 
there is great room for bad men to abuse the power with which 
they may be trusted. / 

Persons are frequently detained in prison after the expiration of 
their terms of imprisonment; sometimes because they are forgot- 

ten, sometimes because the prisoners desire to remain, and some- 

times because the officers think it for the interest of the Corpora- 

. tion that they should be detained. It is indeed a general practice: 
at the Penitentiary, never to Jet a prisoner out until he asks to be! 
discharged ; so that, if he chooses to remain and be supported at 
the public expense, his object can be easily attained. : 

Hence it is, that there are persons at that prison who make that 
their home, and who have spent there the most of their time for 
years. 

Very many are confined at the Penitentiary, not because they 
have committed any crime or offence, but avowedly only because 
they are destitute, or diseased. This includes a class of persons 

who go to the Police Office and “give themselves up,” as they 
term it, because they want a place of refuge; a large number of 

diseased prostitutes, who go there as to a hospital; and many 

strangers and foreigners, who, in their ignorance of our institu- 
tions, apply for relief to the Police Office, and are relieved by being 

sent to the Penitentiary. 

The crowning evil, however, arises out of the manner in which 

the prisoners are confined together. So unrestrained is the inter- 
course among them, especially at the Penitentiary, that we are 

presented with all the revolting features of the very worst prisons 

of the Old World. There is absolutely nothing to prevent the con- 
tamination which always springs from “evil communications ;” 

nothing to check the growth of corruption, but much to foster it, 
as in a hot-bed of vice, into rapid and vigorous strength. 

The result is, that instead of being a terror to evil-doers, our 

prisons are fled to as a desirable refuge—instead of being a house 
of reform, where resolutions of amendment may be cherished and 

encouraged, our Penitentiary is a school of vice, where the novice 

in crime is compelled, in the name of the law, to serve a regular 

apprenticeship in vice; until perfected in his trade by the lessons 
taught by the hardened offenders with whom he is obliged to 

affiliate, he goes forth into the world to prey upon society, to swell 
the catalogue of crime, and finally to “ atone” on the gallows or in , 

4  
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the State Prison, for practising the lessons which he has thus been 
compelled, by the ministers of justice, to learn. 

The sentence which bound the dead to the living body, was 
mercy, to that refinement of cruelty which thus chains the quick 
and living soul in the embrace of festering corruption. That was 

not an enduring imprisonment. That was not an everlasting chain. 

This is no fancy sketch. It is the sad reality that is in our very 

midst. If any one doubts the fidelity of the picture, let him, if he 

can so long endure the profanity and obscenity which will offend 
his sight and hearing, spend but half an hour on the first floor of 

the female apartments in the City Prison, or in the “ Luny House,” 
as itis termed, on Blackwell’s Island, and he will be ready to 
acknowledge that language is inadequate to do justice to the sub- 
ject. 

It will be to him, as it has been to us, matter of especial wonder, 

that in this state, which first set an example of prison reform that 
has been admired and imitated throughout the civilized world, and 

in this city, where there are so many noble charities admirably 
conducted, prisons should be permitted to exist so wretchedly 
organized ; and above all, that a prison, the largest on the conti- 
nent, almost in the world, should be kept up, continued, supported, 

and conducted, in a manner that would reflect disgrace upon the 
most barbarous nation of the darkest age. 

‘When these evils will be corrected it is difficult to divme. It 

might be supposed that the success which has attended the efforts 
of the state in prison government, would have had some influence. 
But that example seems to be lost; and equally vain is the lesson 
taught by the cities of Boston and Philadelphia, where their Peni- 
tentiaries not only reflect credit upon them, but actually diminish 
crime. It seems to be equally vain that our Grand Juries, over 

and over again, make their complaints. Their presentments are 
either “laid upon the table,” or “referred to a Committee,” and 

receive no more attention. 

So long as these admonitions are thus wasted, and so long as 
these evils are allowed to exist and to grow daily in strength, let 
no one wonder that crime increases at a fearful rate, and the bur- 

dens of the community are correspondingly augmented. And 

above all, let no man complain that this Society, in strict fidelity 
to the purposes for which it was established, speaks the truth of 
these things in sobernesss and in sorrow. 

1845.] NEW YORK PRISON ASSOCIATION. 

PRISON DISCIPLINE. 

The Committee charged with this department, were particularly 
enjoined to inspect State Prisons, and Prisons generally. 

The members of this Committee also had, all of them, private 

duties, which consumed the most of their time, and therefore have 

not been able to make as extended an inspection as they desired. 

Their report includes the prisons in eight counties only, in this 

state, and exposes defects of a glaring character; and gives much 
reason to believe that others exist, which can be detected only by 

a thorough examination, by persons having authority to compel 
disclosures from the officers and inmates of the prisons. 

To meet this exigency, the Committee made an application to 
the Legislature at its last session, for an act of incorporation, with 

power to examine, and {thoroughly inspect state and county pris- 
ons. The House of Assembly, with great unanimity, passed the 
necessary bill; but the Senate, either jealous of our interference in 
state Institutions, or uninformed as to our objects, refused their 

assent, and the bill was rejected. 

The great object of that application was to secure, as far as pos- 
sible, an effective inspection of our County Prisons; and we were 

disposed to bring that about at our own charge, and by our own 
labor, without any expense to the state. 

We were aware that our statutes had provided for such an 
inspection, by making it the duty of the First Judge of the 
county courts, and the Superintendents of the county poor, to 

make periodical examinations, and report to the Circuit Judge, 
twice at least a year in each county. But we were also aware, 

that in some counties this duty was never performed, and in many 
counties very imperfectly ; and that even when most efficiently 
performed, the Circuit Judges were not in the habit of taking much 
notice of, or any action upon, such reports ; and that from various 

causes, the object of the statute,—that of inspection of County 

Prisons, and of the removal of defects in them,—was in a great 

measure defeated ; and the Committee were fully persuaded, that 

it was only necessary to have those defects pointed out to an in- 
telligent public, to have an efficient remedy applied. 

These defects are more glaring, and more injurious, than is gen- 
erally conceived. 

Frequently, in the same prison are confined females, arrested 

for crimes or convicted of disorderly conduct, and males detained  
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for debt, for contempt of court, on conviction of petty crimes, 

or arrested on suspicion of crimes of more serious character. The 

law requires that these prisoners shall be classified, and kept sepa- 

rate from each other; and in its wisdom and humanity, provides, 

in detailing the jailor’s duty, for this entire separation. Yet it is 

frequently the case, that the jails are so imperfectly constructed 

that is impossible for the jailor to perform his duty; and on the 

other hand, he is compelled either to let his prisoners go at large, 

or confine them together, in open and palpable violation of the 

law.* 
Hence it is that our County Prisons, instead of being houses of 

reformation, are schools of crime, in which the young beginner 

is perfected in his criminal education, by a too free association 

with the hardened, the adroit, and the confirmed rogue; and hence 

it is, that many of our convicts in our State Prisons attribute, and 

no doubt justly, their ultimate fall, to the lessons in depravity 

which they learned in the County Prisons, when confined there, 

perhaps for some petty delinquency, involving no moral tupitude. 

Some idea of the evil alluded to may be formed from the fact, 

that in the prison described in the following presentment, there 

were confined at one time, three females, one of them an infant, 

one man for murder, two for debt, several convicted of crime, and 

several arrested and held for trial, on suspicion of crime; and 

they confined in what were virtually two rooms only ! 

The Grand Jury of the August Circuit and Court of Oyer and Terminer, hav- 

ing been charged by his Honor, Jupcr Epmonps, to make an examination of 
the County Prison, make the following presentment : 

They have examined the said Jail, and find that there are two rooms in said 

Jail, for the confinement of prisoners, and ten cells. That in the lower room, 

11 by 24 feet, they find seven prisoners confined, swaiting trial, charged with 

the high crimes of murder and arson, down to the lower grades, and differing in 

years, from the man of gray hairs to the mere youth. Five cells open from 

this room on the north side, separated from it only by an open grating, while 

the only ventilation of this room and cells, is from two grated windows on the 
south side of the room. . 

In the upper room and cells, which are constructed precisely as on the lower 
floor, we find six persons confined, to wit: in the large room, one convicted crim- 

inal and two debtors, all males; and in one of the cells, three females, two 

awaiting trial, one on a criminal charge, the other an infant child of one of the 
prisoners. The cells are four and a half feet wide, by eight and a half feet 
long. 

Here we find four distinctly recognized classes of prisoners, who by law are, 

* We are informed, that during the past year, the Keeper of the City Prison, New 

York, discharged about 50 prisoners at one time, by direction of one of the Police 

Magistrates, because the prison was so full ! 
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as classes, to he kept in distinct. and separate rooms; and, as individuals, are, as far 
as possible, to be kept from conversation with each other,confined in what, to all 
intents and purposes, so far as the law is concerned, are but two rooms. 

This construction of the Jail renders it utterly impossible for the Jailor to 
comply with the wholesome regulations of the statute. The prisoners here 
detained for trial, cannot be_kept separate from those under sentence. The in- 
tercourse between them is free and unrestrained. Persons charged with mur- 
der and arson, are confined with those arrested for lesser crimes. Here the 
contaminating influence of hardened offenders, is brought to bear upon the less 
guilty. The associations are for evil and evil only. They move in an atmo- 
sphere of guilt; and under such unfavorable circumstances, that confinement can- 
not be productive of good, or rather must engender evil. The wholesome provi- 
sions of law require, thatthe persons charged with crime shall be kept separate 
from those under sentence ; and as the Jail is so constructed that it cannot be 
done, the Grand Jury present the Jail of Chenango county, to the County 
Judges and the Board of Supervisors, as a matter requiring their official action. 

In the State Prison of this state it has been found exceedingly beneficial to 
keep the prisoner at labour. Employment fills their vacant hours, and in con- 
nexion with separate confinement, entirely precludes the possibility of contam- 
inating associations; the prisoner is left to sober reflection, to the remembrance 
of those crimes by which he has outraged community and deprived himself of 
the privilege of free intercourse with man; and, if in these moments the heart 
is not made better, and resolutions of amendment are not formed, they are at 
least free from imbibing corruption from the more guilty, and from becoming 
worse by their confinement. The Grand Jury therefore suggest the erection of 
a work-house, to be attached to the Jail of Chenango county, that shall, while 
it lessens the burden of the prisoners, shed upon them a healing moral influence. 

In connexion with this subject, it is proper to say that the Jailor is not culpa- 
ble for the condition of the prisoners in the Jail of Chenango county. 

SAMUEL PLUMB, Foreman. 

How melancholy must have been the spectacle of the numerous 

inmates of this prison, not taking warning by each other’s misfor- 
tunes, but engaged in a mad career of boasting which could be 

most reckless of consequences, or which had been, or could be, 

most expert in crime ! 

This is no solitary instance. Many such prisons are to be found 

in this state, and will continue to be, until public attention shall be 

so aroused to their condition, that the local authorities shall be 

compelled to proper action in regard to them. 

To apply the corrective to these evils, to hunt out, and expose, 

and as far as possible correct them, is a duty as imperative as it 

should be interesting to the members of this Association, and on 

no account to be lost sight of. 
It therefore becomes us to renew our application to the Le- 

gislature, in the hope that when our purposes shall be rightly un- 

derstood, the requisite powers will be conferred upon us ; or if not, 

that some other measures will be adopted by the supreme autho- 

rity of the state, to insure that thorough inspection of our County 

Prisons, which our existing statutes have aimed at in vain.  
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England was far behind this country, in the initiatory steps 

towards reform in prison discipline ; but by an enlightened legisla- 
She has not only profit- 

ed by, and introduced into her prisons for convicts, all the Ame- 
rican improvements in prison discipline, but she has wisely and 
well provided for an inspection of her County Prisons, and her 
local houses of detention ; and not for an inspection only,—though 

that conducted by fearless and intelligent men, would do much 
good,—but also for an effectual remedy for many of the evils com- 
plained of. 

The annual reports of her Inspectors of Prisons, are among the 

most valuable of the ponderous volumes to which her Parliament- 
ary proceedings are continually giving birth; and they afford 
abundant evidence of the salutary reformations which have been 

introduced into her prisons within the last ten years, by means of 

these inspections. 
It becomes, therefore, to the members of this Association, a mat- 

ter of deep interest, as well as of solemn duty, to persevere in their 

efforts, until a system of complete inspection and entire reforma- 

tion in our County Prisons shall be adopted. 
The task is not without its difficulties and its labours, and de- 

mands from us that we should not be discouraged by one, or even 
numerous defeats, in our appeals to the Legislature; for without 
legislative aid we cannot hope ultimately and fully to succeed. 

Some of the defects and difficulties are already apparent. 
One, is the mode of appointment of the officers of our prisons. 

This is uniformly mingled with the party politics of the day, and 
the incumbents are dependant upon the fluctuations of local and 

general parties for the tenures of their offices, and naturally, if not 
inevitably, look rather to the success of political manoeuvres than 

to the faithful discharge of the duties of their offices, for their con- 

tinuance in office. 
And their selection, in the first instance, is frequently governed 

by other considerations than their adaptation for the task ;—yet 
there is no business where so much depends upon the peculiar 
qualifications of the persons charged with it. It is a duty not to 
be learned in a day, and its faithful performance involves a union 
of rare qualities ;—firmness, benevolence, knowledge of human 

nature, and experience. . 

In the interior counties, the jailors are appointed by the She- 
riffs, and in the city by the Common Council; and every change of 
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parties, or of Sheriff, involves a change in the government and 
management of prisons. Thus, the steadiness and uniformity so 
essential to success, are utterly unattainable. This is particularly 
true of our County Prisons, where a change of keeper is a matter 
of course every three years, with the change of Sheriff, and though 
not true to the same extent in our State Prisons, yet far too much 

-so, to allow us to hope for success in perfecting our system of 
prison discipline. 

The course pursued in Pennsylvania is different, and has been 
attended with the happiest results. 
Prisons are appointed by the J udiciary, and thus has been secured 
@ permanency and uniformity which has made her Penitentiary 
system a just cause of state pride, and enabled her citizens to ma- 
ture and perfect their plan. And while under such a course, her 
progress has been steadily onward, ours, in this state, has been at 
least stationary ; and the prisons of other states are appealed to as 
the models of the plan which originated with us, but which we 
have failed to mature and perfect. 

Another evil in ovr County Prison system is, its dependance 
upon the County Supervisors, for the means necessary to remedy 
the defects which may be pointed out. 

Very many of the Supervisors are in the habit of looking upon 
the prisons merely as places of detention, where the whole duty 
is performed by providing walls and barriers, high and strong 
enough to hold the inmates safely, until their guilt or innocence 
can be established on trial; or they regard them as places of pun- 
ishment, where the duty is to inflict personal suffering. They 
overlook the fact, that very many innocent persons are compelled, 
by this system, to suffer equally with the guilty. That the debtor, 
whose misfortune involves no moral turpitude, is made to share 
the same fate with the most hardened criminal; that the novice 
i erime is subjected to all the contamination of unrestrained inter- 
course with the thoroughly corrupted; and that the unvarying 
idleness to which all are condemned, while it adds to the burdens 
of the honest part of the people, drives the wretched inmates of 
these prisons to every miserable device to while away their time. 
They overlook these things, simply because there is no one to call 
their attention to them, and a mere casual glance at a prison would 
not generaily make them manifest. 

An enlightened and thorough inspection would remedy these 
evils, or would, at least, expose them; and if such exposure should 

The Governors of her State « 
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fail to extort from the Boards of Supervisors the necessary cor- 
rective, an appeal might be made to the Legislature with reason- 
able hopes of success. But now the Supervisors may individually 

listen to the suggestions of a false economy, and without any haz- 
ard of exposure, refuse to expend any more money in their pris- 
ons than just enough to make them pens in which their inmates 

may be kept securely locked up. 
Why should not the able-bodied inmate of a prison, who can, 

with ease, earn his seventy-five cents or a dollar a day outside, as 

easily earn inside the thirty or forty cents that it costs to support 

him there? Why should not he be saved from the unbroken idle- 

ness to which he is so mercilessly condemned? And why, above 
all, should he be so thoughtlessly subjected to the contamination 
which is now so inevitable and so ruinous? 

These are the evils which once existed in our State Prisons, 

and which have been corrected. The corrective then grew out 
of the fact, that public attention was called to the subject. The 
same remedy can be made to produce the same results in our 

County Prisons: not immediately, perhaps, nor upon once or 

twice asking, but ultimately, just as certain as that there is virtue 

and intelligence in the great mass of the people. 

This is shown by the fact, that when the Revised Statutes were 

enacted, the Legislature was easily aroused to action, and at- 

tempted to apply the remedy; and it is only necessary that the 

failure of that remedy should be demonstrated, to call again into 

action the powers of the Legislature. And that demonstration 
will be sure to flow from a searching inspection of our County 

Prisons. 
This Association is not pledged or committed to either of the 

systems of prison discipline, which have originated in this coun- 

' try, been adopted abroad, and found admirers and advocates here 
and in other countries; but is disposed rather to advocate a plan 
combined of both, avoiding the evils of each, adopting their re- 

: spective advantages, and attempting to mould from them a sys- 

- tem which shall receive the sanction of all humane persons, and 

be emphatically national in its character. 

The comparative merits of the two systems have long been a 
subject of discussion, among persons interested in the subject of 

penitentiaries and prison government; and very many have ar- 

rayed themselves on one side or the other of the controversy, and 
naturally sometimes been Jed into extremes. 
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The discussion, however, has been profitable and interesting ; for 

while the strife has been which can most benefit the human race, 

the agitation of the subject, and the lessons of experience, have 

marched together in correcting evils and enhancing advantages, 

until the two systems have gradually approached each other, and, 

it is to be hoped, will ultimately unite on one common platform. 

The glaring wrong of the old plans of prisons, and prison gov- 
ernment, consisted in the confinement in common of persons of all 

ages, and of all grades in the scale of crime; thus insuring, not 
reformation, but continuance and perfection in the career of vice. 

To correct this evil, one which had pervaded the prisons of the 

Old World for hundreds of years, has been alike the object of both 

the plans adopted in this country, now well known here and else- 
where, as the “Separate System” and the “Silent System.” 

The former plan contemplated the attainment of its object, by 

the solitary confinement of each prisoner in a separate cell, so con- 

structed, as by means of its walls, its bolts and bars, to render it 

impracticable for the inmates to have any intercourse with, or even 

to behold, each other. 

Thus two great benefits were proposed to be obtained; one, the 

arresting the process of mutual corruption, and the other, the ex- 

emption of the prisoners from mutual recognition in the world ; 
thus materially aiding them in their efforts at reform. 

It has, however, been long and strenuously objected to this plan, 

that it was incompatible with the sanity of its subjects; that the 

human mind was so constituted as to render a long continuance of 

compulsory solitude beyond endurance, especially with those whose 

previous lives had been perpetual scenes of tumult and excite--- 

ment; and experience seemed to demonstrate the force of the ob- 

jection, when the confinement was too rigid and too long continued. 

Hence has arisen an important modification of the plan as pro- — 
posed in the beginning. The idea of entire and enduring solitude 

has been abandoned ; and such measures have been adopted, that 

the prisoners are allowed to have intercourse with their fellow 

creatures under regulations, which, while the preservation of the 

balance of the mind may be attained, guard against the corrupting 

influences of contamination. 
It was not to be expected, nor indeed desired, that so great an 

alteration in the system should be suddenly made, or with any more 

rapidity than an enlightened experience should dictate; and it is 
manifest that the end of those modifications is not yet. 

5  
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The other, or the “ Silent System,” aimed at the same object by 

different means. “Those means were separate confinement at night 

and labour by day, in common, under a surveillance so strict and 

so rigorously enforced, as to insure non-intercourse among the 

prisoners, 

This plan seemed to conflict at once with a law of our nature 

and a dictate of our religion. The prisoners, while at labour, be- 

ing placed side by side, are directly subjected to the influence of 

the strongest propensity of our nature, the desire for intercourse 

with our fellows. They are thus led into temptation, and visited 

with the evils that are sure to flow from yielding to it. It is true, 

that they may thus be taught the lesson of self-control; many of 

them perhaps for the first time in their lives; and the lesson might 
be of infinite value to them, if taught in such a way as to produce 

lasting effects, or to awaken in their hearts right feelings. In some 

of the prisons on this plan, we are fain to believe that such a course 

is pursued; but in very many of them, the end has been attained 
only by a physical means—by force and personal violence. Hence 
has arisen an objection to the system in many benevolent minds, 
that it could be carried on only by a resort to cruelty of a revolt- 
ing character; and while the comparative cheapness of construc- 

tion has commended this plan, in instances where such consider- 

ations were paramount; in other instances, where the expense 

was justly held to be subordinate to the great moral end in view, 

the prevalence of this cruelty, and the supposed necessity of its 
continuance, have been insuperable objections to its adoption. 

When the attention of the British public was aroused to this 

-subject, the government sent over to this country Commissioners 
to investigate the state of our prisons, and the improvements we 

had adopted in their management. Other nations have sent their 

officers here for the same purpose.—The visits of those sent by 
the French and Prussian governments must be fresh in the recol- 

lection of many. 
With all these visitors, the objection has been strong, with some 

of them insurmountable, arising from the harshness, the rigour, the 
cruelty with which the system seemed necessarily to be carried on. 

The error consists in the belief that any such necessity exists-— 
the existence of the cruelty being but too palpable. , 

This arises, not from the demands of the systern, but from the 

characters, qualifications, and unfitness of the persons selected for 
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the government of the prisons. Many of those persons know no 
other mode of controlling men than by force. Of the all-power- 
ful influence of kindness, as a means of government, they are 

utterly ignorant. Fear of the vicious and turbulent spirits that sur- 
round them, begets naturally a rule of severity, and convenience 
steps in and ci mpletes the tale; for it takes much less time and 

trouble to whip a prisoner into imMediate subjection, than it does 
to talk or reason him into it. Hence most of the prisons, in this 
country on the “Silent System,” are governed and kept in order 

mainly by the use of the whip; which is resorted to with more or 

less severity, according to the temper of the officers in whose 
hands it is placed. The destructive influence of this course, both 
upon keepers and convicts, cannot be hidden from any one at all 
conversant with prisons. In both, it fosters into active growth 

and full vigour the very worst passions of the human heart; and 
while in the prisoners it effectually blasts all hopes of reformation, 
in the officers, it fearfully adds to the perils of constant contact 
with the vicious and depraved.* 

Since such are the results which must inevitably flow from such 
a mode of prison government, it might, indeed, well be questioned, 

whether such a system ought to be encouraged t 

Fortunately, experience demonstrates that this evil is not in- 
herent in the system—is not the fault of the plan, but of the per- 
sons who are selected to carry it out. Some of the prisons of 
that denomination, in this country, have been conducted on more 

wise and humane principles, and with the happiest results. 

The House of Correction, at Boston, has been under the gov- 

ernment of one man since January 19, 1833. For the twelve 

* Dr, Charles Caldwell, im an admirable essay on “ Penitentiary Discipline and Moral 
Education and Reform,” advances the following sentiment, which all experience proves 

to be just. 

“ But from the practice of habitually inflicting on criminals the punishment of the 

lash, there arises another evil, not much fess to be deprecated. It is the deteriorating 

effect which it necessarily produces on those who consent to engage in it, and become 

its ministers ;—its inhumanizing influence on all who enlist themselves as punishers by 

profession. If we are not greatly mistaken, it tends to the extinguishment of all high, 

amiable, and honourable feelings in the hirelings who pursue it, almost as mevitably as 

in the convicts who are the subjects of it. To morality, virtue, or any praiseworthy 

sentiment or feeling, it has no affmity. Being exclusively the offspring of animal pro- 

pensity, its unavoidable effect is, to brutalize those who are daily concerned in it. In 

direct proportion as it makes them more of animals, it makes them less of men. It is 

a foe to benevolence, and therefore obliterates those fine sympathies and charities of 

human nature, which are among the most valuable safeguards of virtue.”  
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years that have elapsed since his appointment, and up to May, 

1845, 7,686 persons have been received into the prison. During 

that whole time, and amid that large number of vicious and de- 

praved criminals, not a blow has been struck ! The cat-and-nine- 

tails does not hang there upon their walls, as the disgusting badge 

of authority ;—no swords, on SUNS OlawlDS , of death are 

paraded there to the spectator’s eye. The prison has the appear- 

ance of a large and well-ordered workshop, and is in fact one of 

the best goverted in the nation, reflecting equal honour upon its 

principal, and upon the local authorities who have selected, and 

thus long sustained him. 
In the State Prison at Sing Sing, an attempt has been made, 

within the last two years, to introduce a similar mode of govern- 

ment; in the prison for males, with slow, and cautious, and timid 

steps, and of course with only partial success ; but in the prison 

for females, with bolder and more rapid strides, and with the hap- 

piest results. ; 

A little more than two years ago, in the prison for males, nearly 

three thousand lashes a month were inflicted, while in October 

last only two hundred and fifty-three ;—an important amelioration, 

holding out great hopes for the future, because all admit that the 

prison is as well governed as it ever was. 

It is, however, in the female prison, that the most encourage- 

ment is afforded. The nature and character of the government 

which has been there introduced, and the effect of it, can be best 

stated in the language of the officers of the prison. 

Extract from the Annual Report of the Inspectors the Sing Sing Prison, made 
in January, 1844. 

The leading and characteristic feature of our penitentiary system, solitary 
confinement by night, and labour in silence by day, is almost entirely wanting 
in our female prison. 

The number of convicts being larger than the number of separate cells, ren- 
ders it unavoidable that many of them should be confined in company. And 
the building is so constructed, that those whe do occupy separate cells, can, 
without difficulty, converse with each other through the vent-holes or the bars 
of the doors. 

The consequence is, that when locked in their cells, unless they are asleep, 
the convicts are continually conversing. . 

In the day time, the intercourse between them is still more unrestrained, 
and a continual hum of conversation is heard, varied with occasional outbreaks 
of Violence and passion. . ‘ . . . . 

It is at all times difficult to induce courts and juries to convict a female of @ 
crime involving punishment in the State Prison; and the consequence is, as a 
general rule, that none but the most depraved and abandoned of the sex find 

  

1845.] NEW YORK PRISON ASSOCIATION, , 3v 

their way within our walls. They are mostly persons whose whole lives have 
been spent in the unrestrained indulgence of their passions, and they struggle 
Jong, and violently, and too often successfully, against every effort to teach them 
the lesson of self-control. Many of them are blacks, from the stews and 
brothels of our large cities, lost to all sense of shame, and impervious to all 
good impressions. Violent battles are frequent in the prison, and knives have 
been known to be drawn among them. 

This prison, like that for the malJes, is constructed upon the plan of no other 
punishment for malconduct. but the lash; and as the law forbids that mode of 
punishing females, the convicts are in a great measure lawless. The only pun- 
ishment that is resorted to, is confinement to their cells; and as that involves 
an exemption from labour, it is more frequently welcomed with singing and 
laughter, than productive of repentance or reformation. This punishment, 
being necessarily inflicted in the presence of all the convicts, the subjects of it 
are proud to show—for vice has its pride—with what fortitude they can bear 
it, and with what ease they can set it at defiance. 

They are thus rendered more obdurate and hardened. The evil-minded bear 
the sway, and those who are well disposed are compelled, by their essociates, 
to transgress, and instead of opportunities for repentance and reformation, fin 
it infinitely more difficult to behave well in the prison than out of it. This isa 
sad, but a true picture of this prison. 

* * ® * * * * * * * 

The Board, for causes which it is unnecessary here to detail, deemed it 
proper to remove the matrons whom they found in charge of the prison. The 
convicts, who had apparently had easy times, took offence at the change, and 
broke out into open rebellion. They refused to work; they assaulted the 
keeper, threatened the lives of the matrons, tore off their clothing, disarmed a 
guard, and set all regulation and order at defiance. Several weeks elapsed 
before these outbreaks were subdued; and though none of so general a nature 
have lately occurred, personal rencontres between themselves, and violence 
towards their matrons, are yet far too frequent. 

In some instances, some of the most disorderly have been worked upon until 
they have formed resolutions of amendment, and persevered for some time in 
their better course. But as there were no means of preventing a constant com- 
munication between them and the others, who still gloried in their bad be- 
haviour, they have soon been tempted or compelled to return to their former 
evil practices, and have behaved worse than ever, in order to restore themselves 
to their former standing among their associates; and the Board have thus been 
doomed, once and again, to see their efforts thwarted by the superior influence 
of those upon whom they could make no impression. 

A few instances will illustrate the evils complained of. 
A young girl was sent to the prison from one of the interior counties. She 

had been a street beggar, and her transgression had been in appropriating other 
people’s property to her own use. She had scarcely entered the prison, before 
the process of corruption began; and the veteran convicts there, amused them- 
selves by pointing to her young imagination, in alluring colours, the abominable 
lives they had led. The Board hastened her removal to the House of Refuge, 

at she might, if possible, be saved from the curse of their contamination. 
Four convicts were discharged in one day; three of them young. There 

was reason to believe that they had concerted a plan of returning together, un- 
der the guidance of the elder among them, to their former evil lives. Every 
effort in the power of the officers of the prison was made to prevent that con- 
summation ; but there is no doubt that they went direct from the prison to the 
brothel, and plunged immediately into the course of life which had once already 
led them to the commission of crime. 

ne of the females, who had been convicted of murder, and her sentence 
commuted to imprisonment for life, died of consumption. Before her death, 
she confessed the crime, and gave every evidence of sincere repentance. She  



38 SECOND REPORT OF THE (1845. 

complained that her efforts at repentance were thwarted, and her dying 
moments disturbed by: the violence of her fellow prisoners. 

One of these wretched creatures, who had been noted for her turbulent con- 

duct, was very much affected by a death which occurred among them, and the 

funeral services. For several days she manifested a sincere repentance, and a 

fervid desire to behave well. But from her daily association with those upon 

whom no such impression had been made, she soon fell off again, and returned 

with increased vigour to her evil practices; and when threatened with punish- 

ment, boasted that she had but four months te stay, aud could stand bread and 

ter as long as that. . 
wNot long Since, four of them took an oath upon the Bible, in due form, 

solemnly devoting themselves to the devil, as his children, and to obey his com- 

mands ! 
Thirty-four of them are blacks; many of them cannot read, and they are 

superstitious as well as ignorant. One evening, one of them saw the ghost of 

hher mother; she could not be reasoned nor persuaded out of the notion, and for 

two nights she made the prison resound with her shrieks and cries, mingled 

‘with the curses and laughter of her associates. 

Extracts from the Annual Report of the Matron of Mt. Pleasant State Prison 
. for Females, made in 1844. ~ oe 

TO THE BOARD OF INSPECTORS ? 
It is known to you, gentlemen, that at the time I assumed the duties of 

Matron, the prison was in a deplorable condition. Scenes of violence between 
the convicts, or attempts on their part agninst their officers, seem to have been 

of frequent occurrence. Misrule and disorder were the prevailing characte- 
ristics of the Institution. Your last Report set forth a painful and forbidding 
state of affairs, which was amply confirmed by the statements of the officers 
then in charge. . 

The duties to which I was appointed, were undertaken with the hope and 
intention of reforming this condition of things, and reducing the convicts to a 
sound state of discipline—obviously the first necessity in all imstitutions of the 
kind. I believed not only that this could be done, but that it could be effected 
by means which had noi hitherto been tried, viz. by substituting kindness for 
force, and other restraints, imposed through the mentul constitutions of the 
prisoners, for those founded on fear of suffering, or growing out of physical 
inability to be disobedient and refractory. . , 

he proposed reformation was entered upon immediatcly after the Ist of 
April. The first step taken in it, viz. the systematizing of details, in which 
there was great tact, together with the dread entertained by some of the more 
powerful among the refractory convicts, that their reign would terminate with 
the introduction of order and ‘discipline, led to an early and frightful outbreak 
against the new state of things. 

This was promptly quelled, and followed by the infliction on the offenders of 
our longest terms of solitary confinement. Order was thus restored, and no 
approach to any thing of a like kind has ever been witnessed since. Firmness 
and kindness were the agents principally used thereafter, iu advancing and per- 

fecting the discipline. 
For some time, however, the lawless habits and free intercourse to which the 

convicts had been accustomed, were serious obstacles to the enforcement of 
new rules; but in few cases, out of the whole, did these resist the unwavering 
exhibition of a determination to preserve authority tempered with kindness, 
and a just regard for the rights of the governed. The table of offences and 
punishments found in your report, will show how steadily the number of the 
former, and consequently the necessity of the latter, have decreased under this 
kind of government. 
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This change has been the subject of much congratulation and hope for the 
unfortunate class to which our prisoners belong, inasmuch as it has been produ- 
ced by a relaxation of severity, and the substitution therefor of kindness on the 
part of the officers, of self-respect in the convicts, and of their desire to enjoy 
such privileges and comforts as good conduct in the well behaved never fails to 
procure. 

In all my government and intercourse with those under my charge, it has 
been my aim to impress them with the importance of self-government. I have 
continually reminded them, that whether confined im a prison, or abroad in 
society, their unlawful desires must be restrained, if they would enjoy any 
thing of the confidence or respect of their fellow beings: that while here, they 
must be governed, if not by their own better sense, then by bolts and bars ; but 
that the former will elevate and prepare them to enjoy their liberty, while 
the latter will degrade them, and still further unfit them for freedom of action. 

have also laboured to impress upon them the fact, that habits of self-govern- 
ment would be more easily formed here, where they are to a great extent 
removed from temptation, than when restored to society, and surrounded by 
those who have participated in their former recklessness and crime ; and that, 
once formed, they would be a surer safeguard than legions of friends, or the most 
favourable circumstances in which they could possibly be placed. 

As soon after the commencement of our duties as circumstances permitted, 
I took measures to offer daily to the minds of my charge, some subjects on 
which they might be employed, as, I hoped, to the exclusion of past scenes of 
depravity and crime, and to the strengthening of those better faculties which had 
hitherto Jain dormant. Through the kind efforts of some excelent and distin- 
guished ladies in New York, a small library of well-selected books was procured 
early in the summer. 

To the private perusal of these was added the daily public reading in the 
chapel, for half or three-cuarters of an hour, of some volume chosen to in- 
struct, and rendered plain by verbal explanation of whatever was difficult or 
obscure. Occasionally, oral mstruction on some of the most striking and inter- 
esting facts in natural history and science, or familiar illustrations of important 
moral truths, adapted as well as might be, to their comprehension and condition 
in life, were substituted for reading. 

It is to be regretted, that time and opportunity have not yet permitted the 
farther extension of this kind of instruction. Well conducted, by an enlightened 
and liberal mind, it would, I am persuaded, be much more efficient than the 
reading of books. Besides the advantage accruing to the convicts in the knowl- 
edge thus imparted, this mode of instruction would establish between the offi- 
cer and convict a twofold relation; that of teacher as well as keeper. In the 
former capacity, he would have an opportunity of gaining a personal influence 
over every individual of his charge, which he could never acquire in any other 
way. Vuluable as it is, however, I have been obliged to forego its aid to a much 
greater extent than I could wish. For this, the short time that has elapsed, 
the total want of facilities for instruction of any kind, and the innumerable 
necessities that have pressed themselves upon attention, demanding immediate 
effort, must be my apology. 

The human mind is governed by similar laws in all natural conditions. 
Hence if contact with, and the example of elevated and enlightened minds are 
profitable to those who have never fallen into crime, how much more essential 
to those who have all their lives been abandoned to it? If books, and other 
means of mental culture are requisite to the advancement of the well disposed, 
how much more to the reformatior of those who have not only been reared in 
ignorance, but. under the dominion « ~ the basest propensities ? 

Believing thus, I have sought every possible means of presenting to those 
under my charge, the fact, that they are endowed with other faculties, capable 
of affording them enjoyment, besides the passions, whose abuse have wrought 
their degradation. This is a new truth to most of them, and to the better class,  
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one of deep interest. The newly awakened action of these higher powers, 
becomes at once a source of poistive pleasure to them. Indeed, I have been 
surprised at the avidity with which some of the more stupid, even, have seized 
upon the food that was presented to them. 

Interesting events in history, rendered familiar by the manner in which they 
are communicated; facts in natural history, explanations of the causes of the 
common phenomena of life; all possess a high power to interest the com- 
monest minds. The extent to which they employ the individual, while sitting 
in silence, through the long hours of her labour, is manifest from the frequent 
question, and the expressed wish to be corrected if she have not understood, 
er remembered aright. Change in the action of the mind, must be the basis 
of all reform; and whatever is done to enlighten the intellect or stimulate 

the better affections, is so much gained towards the great end which every 
philanthropist must have in view for this unfortunate class. 

Let the cultivated or the ‘benacquainted, who have been accustomed to regard 
these unfortunate persons as totally lost, and unworthy of effort, sneer at the 
supposition that they have susceptibilities such as move other hearts. ‘The little 
ray of humanity is not all quenched. By judicious, patient, and trusting effort, 
it may, perchance, even within the watls of a prison, be kindled into brighter 
and clearer light than ever before shone in the benighted bosoms of those whose 
lots have been cast here. 

It should be observed in reference to this class of efforts, that the state makes 
almost no provision for the instruction of convicts in this prison. Even the 
books we have now in use, are the fruit of private liberality ; the only officer 
provided by law, from whom any thing but gratuitous effort at instruction or 
moral suasion can be expected, is the Chaplain; and his time is so arduously 
and incessantly employed with the male convicts, that his visits to us are con- 
fined almost exclusively to the hours of public service, on the Sabbath. 

Under these circumstances, and with the numerous duties which devolve upon 
myself and assistants, as mere keepers and superintendents of general economy, 
the amount of instruction is necessarily quite limited. Yet its good effects are 
most cheeringly demonstrated in the readiness with which it is received, and in 
the fact, that although from half to three-fourths of an hour are daily taken from 
the time of all for the morning readings ; and in addition to this, the same Jength 
of time twice or thrice during the week for the teaching of some twenty who 
are wholly uneducated ; yet more labour is actually performed both individually 
and in the aggregate, than before any portion of time was thus devoted. 

Still it must be matter of regret to every humane person, that some provision 
ig not made, by legislative enactment, that would be more thorough and 
efficient than these feeble efforts can be. And if I might presume to add ahy 
thing to the liberal opinions which I am assured will be advanced in your Re- 
port, it would be an earnest petition, that a function of this description might be 
added to those already constituting the official duties of the prison. 

But besides the task of instructing the mind, much of the reformer’s work 
here is to be done, by appealing to, an intaining the t of the unfor- 
tunate subject; by awakening trust and hope in the better classes of her fellow 
beings when she shall return to them, and by pressing home the truth that they 
have still the responsibilities and relations of human and social beings to dis- 
charge. 

Nothing is more common, particularly among the younger convicts, than the 
feeling that they are utterly lost; that no effort on their part can redeem them 
from degradation ; and that, hence, it were as well to abandon all attempts at 
reform. Such a feeling, it will be obvious, must be a serious impediment to el 
efforts which aim at the elevation of its misguided possessor ; and the overcom- 
ing of it often fornis no inconsiderable item in the labours of these who attempt 
it. It has to be combatted, in frequent conversations, and steadily rejected by 
the daily treatment which the individual receives at your hands. 

An unwavering recognition in her of the feelings which you most wish to 
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strengthen, and the exhibition of a steady respect for her rights, are the best 
refutations of her fatal error. These have te be continually offered, and they 
must arise from enlightened principle in her governors—not from mere kindly 
impulses, which suddenly awakened, are liable to be quenched at any moment. 
The abiding presence of such influences will, in time, raise the most depressed, 
and inspire them with a degree of faith and courage, to undertake the great 
work which lies before them. 

To these requisites for giving our prison a reformatory character, already 
enumerated, must be added that of a construction, which would admit of clas- 
sifying the convicts. The total want of any arrangement, which would admit 
of adopting this plan, is, perhaps, more deeply to be regretted than any defi- 
ciency I have yet named. 

ln a system like ours, complete non-intercourse is out of the question. All 
the acuteness, art, and stratagem possessed, are put in requisition to evade so 
unnatural a Jaw, as that of perfect silence, when the individual is surrounded 
with her fellows, often her associates in the most exciting scenes of her past 
life. And, despite the utmost vigilance, thought and feeling will find utterance. 
A sign among persons so situated, tells a whole story—a few, a volume. Nor do 
I consider it desirable to suppress, altogether, the exhibition of the feelings that 
prompt these attempts. 

Believing that a sound state of discipline can be maintained, without reducing 
those under it to automata, I have no desire to carry the Jaw of non-intercourse 
farther, than to prevent evil communications. 

Tf, with such views, the prison were so constructed as to admit of classifying 
its inmates, the evil-disposed might be placed under so vigilant a police, as to 
carry the law of non-intercourse to its utmost limits, and thus the restraint be 
made to sit more securely upon them than now; while toward the better class, 
this law might, at certain periods, be relaxed so as to admit of conversation, un- 
der limits and conditions to be defined, at the discretion of the officer. This 
would be a privilege, to which the less-deserving might be pointed, as a reward 
for a like conduct ia themselves, when they should exhibit it. 

There is a considerable number of convicts, now in this prison, whom I 
should not hesitate to place in the first. class, with entire confidence that the 
privilege so conferred, would only result in stimulating them to perseveranc® 

in well-doing. 
The institution of classes in a prison, where long terms are te be served, 

would, Tam convinced, be highly beneficial in every way. The degradation 
which would attach to the lower, would not be of that kind which outrages and 
renders more desperate; while the corresponding treatment, viz. deprivation of 
the comforts and privileges extended to the higher, would constitute, in many 
minds, the strongest inducement to good conduct. 

The higher classes, on the other hand, protected against temptation and the 
corrupting influences of their depraved companions, might be kept on a steady 
course of advancement. The good resolutions, which are now liable to be dis- 
sipated, or, to say the least, weakened by the communication of some stolen 
moment, might then go steadily forward, deriving strength from their uninter- 
rupted exercise, under the comparatively propitious influences around, and from 

the efforts of those whose duty it is to aid them. 
n our present p’an, it isin the power of one thoroughly vicious person to 

thwart, to a great extent, the most faithful and unremitted labours on the part of 
officers, and often to arrest, or perhaps wholly destroy, the most promising 
endeavours at reformation. Considering the great. advantage that} would grow 
out of such adaptation of our prisons, to the ends which ought always to be 
kept in view, its importance cannot be too earnestly pressed upon the attention 
of those having authority in the matter. 

But with all the disadvantage under which the reformation, commenced in 
April last, has been thus far carried forward, such manifest improvement is 
confessed on all hands, that. those who have laboured in producing it are encour- 

6  
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aged to persevere, despite the many obstructions met at every step of the way. 
One circumstance which affords us much encouragement, is, that the new com- 
ers, who are received directly into the improved condition of things, offer no 
resistance whatever to the enforcement of the new rules. Since the 1st of 
April, we have received twelve convicts. Of these, six are, or rather were, 
unable to read; and the same number are among the most degraded, and hope- 
less inmates of our prison. Yet, in but one single instance, bas any penalty, 
and that a very slight one, been inflicted on any of these. 

They are admonished, before being conducted to the places assigned them, 
as to what will be required, and the consequences of refusing or complying. 
This, with the prevalence of order among their fellow prisoners, and the influ- 
ences which we, from the first, endeavour to throw around them, has so far 
been sufficient to restrain persons, who have, all their previous lives, been . 
abandoned to the full indulgence of every passion, which can dégrade or bru- 
talize. It is becoming, therefore, a matter of much certainty, that those who 
commenced their prison life and habits under the present regulations, will not, 
as long as they are maintained, offer much resistance to them. Hence, we 
argue a more easy enforcement of them, as time shall increase the proportion 
of new convicts, and lessen the number of those who bear the recollection and 

influence of a different state of things. 
Not only this, but the demeanour of the most violent and refractory, among 

the old convicts, has become subdued and gentle. Imperatives are very rarely 
issued, the mere expression of a wish, being sufficient to produce ready and 
cheerful obedience. Not a single instance of personal violence between the 
prisoners, or towards their officers, has occurred during the six months. And 
all this change has been effected by the mildest form of government, consistent 
with the preservation of authority. 

Except in quelling the first outbreak before alluded to, and in the case of two 
other convicts, who for some time exhibited the most incorrigible tendency to 
disobedience, no severe punishments have ever been inflicted; and even these 
last have now, after solitary confinement for several weeks, subsided into a 
quiet and well-ordered deportment, which there is hope to believe, may be 
maintained by careful and judicious management on the part of those who have 

em in charge. 
In the result of our labours, therefore, arduous and uncongenial though they 

be, we find much cause of congratulation and hope. To be able to redeem 
one of these unfortunate beings from the ruin to which, without such effort, 
they seem inevitably destined, would be a reward for labours even more exact- 
ing than ours. 

Nor in looking at these results, can I suffer to pass unimproved this opportu- 
nity of expressing to my assistants the gratitude I feel, for the zealous and 
earty co-operation with which they have aided me in bringing them about. 

To their enlightened and liberal comprehension of the plans proposed, and their 
faithfulness and assiduity in executing them, the public, in a great measure, is 
indebted for whatever good has been effected here. * * * 

With the earnest hope that it may be permanent, and that this example of 
eultivated and refined females withdrawing from society, and devoting them- 
selves to the reformation of the vicious, and the elevation of the fallen of their 
own sex, may not stand alone, I subscribe myself, 

Respectfully, 
E. W. FARNHAM. Principal Matron. 

Femave Prison, Mr. Pieasant, Oct. 10, 1844. 

Extract from the Report of the Inspectors of the Sing Sing Prison, made in 
January, 1845. wee 

The hope of reward is a more powerful, as well as more beneficial incentive 
to good conduct, than the fear of punishment; and as far as was practicable, 
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this principle has governed us. It would, however, be most effectual, if the 
prisons were so constructed as to allow of a classification of the inmates. 
They could then elevate themselves by good conduct, step by step, until they 
could effectually, in the prison, learn the lesson so important to them outside, 
that virtue is sure of its reward. So, too, by bad behaviour, they could sink 
themselves from grade to grade, until, by the severity of the sufferings they 
should bring on themselves, they should also learn the equally important lesson, 
that vice is as sure of its punishment. 

In the female prison, where this principle of classification has been carried 
to a greater extent than is at present feasible among the males, the experiment 
has been very satisfactory. 

Of equal importance with classification, would be the opportunity of afford- 
ing instruction to the prisoners, of conveying to their minds daily some new 
and useful thoughts, which shall take the place of those which refer only to 
the evil of the past, and the gloom of the future. 
duimited as the Inspectors are by the law, to the expenditure of a small sum 

for such purposes, it has not been practicable for them to carry out their views 
in this regard as far as they desired. 
Among the males, service in the chapel once every Sunday, the funeral 

service performed in cases of death, and the distribution of the books of a 
tolerable library, are all that has yet been done in this matter. Among the 
females, however, the experiment has been more fully tried. In addition to the 
chapel and funeral services, and the library, they have the advantage of a | 
Sunday school, and daily instruction by the matrons. ' 

The benefits of the government introduced into that prison do not stop here. . 
By producing in the minds of the convicts an impression that their welfare is 
cared for, that they are not hopelessly lost, and that their efforts at reformation 
will be met by a kindly and an encouraging spirit, new aspirations after goodness , 
are produced in them, new thoughts awakened, and new and better lives 
aimed at. 

These improvements have, however, been adopted and carried on under very 
discouraging difficulties. The straitened circumstances of our finances forbid 
any large expenditure for books, and but for the untiring exertions of a benevo- 
Jent lady, Miss Robbins, the prison would in a measure have been deprived of 
the great benefits they have derived from the use of them. And it is ciearly 
demonstrated to us, that to the introduction of these books we owe much of the 
good order and cheerful industry which prevail. 

This, is, however, in the opinion of the Inspectors, only the beginning of a 
work which ought to be completed; and they earnestly recommend that they 
be authorized to employ some competent teacher, whose whole time should be 
devoted to the task. If any inference can justly be drawn from experience in 
the female prison, it would be, in the increased order and industry of the prison- 
ers, in a financial point merely, the most profitable investment that could be 
made of the money; while in the moral condition of the convicts, and the pros- 
pect of their future usefulness in life, it would be of incalculable advantage. 

here is nothing novel in these suggestions, nor ought there to be found in 
them any thing to startle the most fastidious. It is only applying to the prison- 
ers the same principles of government which we apply to the management of 
our families and the state. 

In society the good are separated from the bad, not more by their conduct 
than by their fate, and the elevation which attends the former is not more inevi- 
table or more just than the degradation which pursues the latter; and while it 
is in vain to expect to find goad citizens among the ignorant, so it is equally vain 
to look for a cheerful obedience to the laws of the prison from those whose 
niinds are uncultivated fields, filled only with rank and noxious weeds; whose 
present is a blank, whose past is the recollection of a life misspent, and whose 
future is a dread of the evil consequences flowing from it. And it will always 
be found to be a difficult task, indeed, to make good, honest, and intelligent  
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members of society of those whose early life has been without instruction, and 

whese mature age shall be spent in a prison, where the only incentive to action 

is the exemption from punishment, and where the whole object of the rulers 

shall be to convert the subjects of their power into mere machines from whom 

the greatest possible amount of labour can be most easily extracted. 

Although in a financial point of view the picture is thus dark, yet we are 

most happy to say, that where all was disorder and anarchy a year ago, all now 

is order, quiet, and good government. Great praise is due to the matron and 

assistant matrons of this prison, for the accomplishment of a work, which the 

undersigned, one year ago, deemed impossible. 

To this must be added the gratifying fact, that while there were 

thirty-seven crimes or offences against discipline perpetrated du- 

ring the first month of Mrs. F.’s administration, the whole number 

during the last twelve months was only forty. 

These beneficial results have been produced by removing from 

these prisons the harsh features of the “Silent System,” and sub- 

stituting, in their stead, the milder measures and the moral appli- 

ances of the “Separate System.” In both these prisons, within 

the last two years erections have been made, whereby solitary 

confinement is provided for as a means of punishment for offences 

in the prison. That this has been attended with happy effects, is 

evident from the following letter from the keeper at Sing Sing. 

State Prisoy, Mount Preasant, Nov. 29th, 1845. 

Hoy. Joun W. Epmonps: 
Dear Sir:—Agreeably to your request, I proceed to inform you that since 

your official connexion with this institution has ceased, we have exerted our best 
efforts to carry out the same system of discipline that was introduced by yourself and 

colleagues nearly two years ago. 
In the course of the last year, I have taken much pains in making myself acquainted 

‘with the peculiar character and dispositions of many of our inmates; and I have inva- 
riably found, where there is sufficient mind and principle to operate upon, kindness 
and gentleness, combined with a proper spirit of firmness, will do more to secure a 
cheerful obedience on the part of the convicts, than the infliction of the severest pun- 

ishments. 
T have been exceedingly interested in these interviews, and without them I am satis- 

fied a prison cannot be properly and successfully governed. These conversations have 
been attended, I know, with the most beneficial results. It gives the convicts confi- 
dence and strength of mind, and is an incentive to a higher and a better state of feeling, 
which is almost sure to follow. 

‘We have had a less number of violent outbreaks in prison within the last six months, 
in the same length of time previously; and a majority of the convicts concerned 

jn those violations, have been punished with solitary confinement, instead of using the 
Jash; and I am constrained to believe that it is the most salutary mode of punishment 
that can be adopted on a majority of this depraved, and worst class of convicts. 

There bas been much sickness in our prison during the months of July, August, and 
The hot and dry weather, with bad and an insufficient supply of water, 

has had a tendency no doubt to increase the number of cases of disease, and to render 
those of an ordinary character more obstinate and difficult to care. The health of the 
prison, however, at this time, ia very good, having only about the usual number of 
%men confined. in the hospital. We hope to have the Croton water introduced into the 

ison by the Ist of June next; being now engaged in making the necessary excava- 
tions for that purpose, and believing that it will contribute very largely to the health 

of the institution. 
Our convicts appear cheerful, perform their labours with assiduity, and I think I never 

saw their general conduct better than at the present time. 

  

1845. NEW YORK PRISON ASSOCIATION. 45 

If it is possible fur me to leave bome on the 5th, I shall attend your anniversary 
meehng. 

J am very respectfully yours, HARMEN ELDRIDGE. 

Thus, while others have been disputing about the relative merits 

of the two systems, the functionaries charged with their manage- 
ment have been gradually approaching each other, and laying the 
foundation for a system, which shall be national in its character ; 

which shall possess the advantages of both, and be exempt from 
the evils of each; which shall ultimately deprive our prisons of 

their odious character of being places of torment, where it is to 

be at once a duty, as well as a pleasure, to inflict retributive pain 

directly upon their subjects; and invest them instead with that—so 

much more grateful to the wise and benevolent mind—of being 

green spots, where good will to man shall reign predominant, and 

come with healing on its wings, to lead repentant and erring man 

back to the paths of wisdom and virtue. 

DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 

In this department, the Executive Committee have been more 

successful, both as to the extent and the result of their efforts. 

The great object was to prevent, as far as practicable, dis- 

charged prisoners from relapsing into crime, by securing them 
from the temptations of want, and affording them the means of 
obtaining an honest livelihood. 

IN THE MALE DEPARTMENT, an office was obtained, in Decem- 

ber last, at No. 13 Pine street, in order that a place might be 
provided where discharged prisoners could apply for aid, for 
succour, and for advice; and where they might be assured of re- 

ceiving that assistance and cheering encouragement, which is so 

essential to their permanent reformation. To that end an agent was 
selected, whose business it was cunstantly to attend there, repre- 

sent the Society in its beneficent purposes. and execute its inten- 

tions of affording discharged convicts the means of obtaining 
employment. 

In June last, a place of resort for liberated remMaLe PrIsoNERS 
was established, denominated “ The Home ;” two matrons selected 

to take care of, and manage it, and a Committee of benevolent 

ladies organized to superintend and control its operations. 
In these two establishments, 229 discharged prisoners have 

been relieved :—Males, 122, Females, 107. 

This department has been the source of the greatest amount of 
the expenditures of the Association.  
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They have been as follows: 
Rent of office for discharged convict Committee, —- $70 00 
Rent of “ Home” for discharged females, - - - 125 00 
Salary of Agent for males, - - - - - 273 00 

Salaries of two Matrons for females, - - - 125 00 

Clothing, furniture, and support of females at “The 
Home,” - - - - - - - - 1040 50 

Advanced io and for males in providing for them board, 

or clothing, or tools, or otherwise assisting them to 

obtain employment, “ - - - - - 309 77 

Total amount expended for discharged convicts, $1948 27 

Many of those who have come to us for aid, have been sus- 

tained by us for a while, until by their own efforts, encouraged by 

the kindly sympathy of our agent, they have been able to procure 
employment for themselves. For others, employment has been 

obtained through our instrumentality, and by the aid of tools 
which we have provided. 

The whole number thus provided by us with places, has been, 
Of males, - ~ - - - - 58 
Of females, - - - - - . 25 

Total, - ~ - - - - 83 

So far as it is practicable, we make it our duty to keep run of 

these persons, and obtain from them and their employers accounts 

of their progress in the work of regeneration. We have thus 
certain and reliable reports of the continued good conduct of 
seventy of that number; a proportion beyond our expectations, 

and exceedingly encouraging to future efforts. 

Aside from the temptations to which these poor creatures are 
subjected, by the evil associations into which they are frequently 
compelled, and the dangers they often incur from necessity and 
want; they suffer, beyond conception, the blighting effects of a 

feeling of despair, and the destroying influences of a conviction, 
in their own minds, that no man trusts them. 

No one, unless he has witnessed the operation of this feeling, 

can form an adequate idea of its force and its influence ; nor can 

any one, except from actual experience, justly conceive the extent 

of the benefits resulting from a display on the part of our officers, 

of a generous confidence in the sincerity of their repentance, 

and a cordial encouragement of their efforts et reformation. 
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We have thus ascertained that much good can be done, without 
much expenditure of time or money, the main draft being upon 
the kindly sympathies of our nature—a spring from which there 
ought to be a constant flow of living waters. , 

The greater part of the world, at least the unthinking part of 
it, are apt to look upon all convicted criminals in the same light, 
as utterly depraved—as hopelessly fallen. This is a sad mistake, 
as is demonstrated by the well-ascertained fact, that more than 
half the convicts discharged from our State Prisons, go and sin 
no more ;~—repent of the crimes they have committed, and, in 
despite of all obstacles, persevere in leading honest lives. 

At this moment, of the 790 convicts in the State Prison at 
Sing Sing, there have been 

Convicted for the first time, - - 676 
“ “second time, - - 90 
“ « « third time, - - - 23 
“ “« © fourth time, - - - 1 

or only about one-seventh of the whole number who have been 
in prison before. 

Those who unreflectingly take this view of the case, overlook 
the fact, that innocent persons are sometimes convicted and suffer 
the fate of the criminal, while they are deeply imbued with a 
greater abhorrence of the crime, even than of its consequences. 
They overlook, too, the important fact, that very many owe their 
fall to the overpowering influence of sudden temptation, against 
which, the degradation they suffer will, in all time to come, be an 
adequate protection; that others sink by reason of mental imbe~ 
cility, which renders them powerless to resist the control of 
the stronger minds with which they come in contact ; while there 
are some who tenant our prisons, who are more properly objects 
of compassion, by reason of the insanity, both mental and moral, 
with which they are afflicted. 

Most of these may be reclaimed, and be led back into the paths 
of rectitude by proper treatment, by kind and judicious encourage- 
ment; or they may, by a harsh and unrelenting world, be plunged 
irretrievably into the stream of crime. 

It would be swelling this paper beyond all reasonable bounds, 
to detail here all the cases of this character which fall under our 
observation. A few instances will enable all to know what sort 
of minds may sometimes be found enduring a felon’s doom, and  
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what capacities for good may be lifted out of the despair and 

degradation into’ which they have sunk. 

G N lost his father early in life, and finding himself 

a burden upon his widowed mother and elder sister, he came to 

this city, from Boston, in the expectation of procuring employ- 

ment. Not succeeding very well, he fell into bad company, and 

being of 2 yielding temper, he was led on, step by step, until he 

sank into the abyss of crime, and at the early age of twenty be- 

came known throughout our city as Boston Frank, one of the most 

gentlemanly and adroit of pickpockets. 

During the first part of his absence from home, his letters to his 

mother and sister were frequent and affectionate. But they soon 

fell off, and finally ceased altogether. For several years his family 

heard nothing of him. At first they thought he had gone to sea, 

but finally mourned over him as dead, until his sister received a 

hint, which induced her to think that 2 worse fate had befallen 

him. She came on to this city, and, after a long search, found 

him in the State Prison, under a feigned name. She was indefati- 

gable in her exertions until she effected his release, and procured 

employment for him. He has now been eighteen months out of 

prison, conducts himself well, and bids fair to make an honest citi- 

zen. The following letters from the sister tell the story. 

Dec. 6, 1844. 

DEAR SIR: 
I must apologise for not having written to you sooner; according to my. 

promise, [ should have done so, but T have been very much occupied in fitting 

out my poor brother for his re-entrance into the world, and besides, Ihave been 

quite sick a great part of the time since [ saw you. I brought him with me to 

, where he remained with me a month. At the end of that time, his 

health and mind were very much improved. My kind friend, Rev. Mr. 7 

procured him a situation with a very worthy man, a My. , who has a 

‘Woollen Manufactory im —-——- He has coustant employment, aud if he 

evinces any mechanical genius, he will have an opportunity of learning a good 

trade. I have heard from him twice since he went there, and received very 

encouraging accounts. My younger brother came on to ———— to see him, 

and the meeting between the two brothers was aflecting in the extreme. 

trust it was a lesson to them both. showed great affection for his 

brother, and also manifested very strong susceptibility of religious impressions. 

Permit me once more, dear sir, in behalf of myself and my family, to 

return you the most grateful acknowledgments for the kindness I have re- 

ceived from you, and the invaluable services ypu have rendered me. My 

mother particularly desires to send her warmest and most heartfelt thanks. 

She constantly blesses your name with grateful thanksgiving to the Almighty, 

and will ever remember you in her prayers. I hope I may at some future 

time, again have the happiness of meeting you and your amiable family. You 

will please remember me kindly to them all, and believe me, dear sir, to 

remain most respectfully and affectionately, 

Your obliged friend, MARY ANN N .     
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HONOURABLE DEAR SIR : » Tady 28, 1645. 
When I returned home after an absence of some weeks, mx i 

ed me that you had called on the very day that I left Boston ith ing brother 
I cannot sufficiently express to you my thanks for your kindness in calling, nor 
my regret at not having seen you. 1 would have written sooner to acknowl- 
edge your goodness, but have been prevented by indisposition of body, as well 
as incessant care of mind and occupation. J regretted, exceedingly ‘that we 
should have missed seeing you; I am sure you would have been both astonished 
and pleased at the very great improvement which has taken place in m 
brother's appearance since you saw him. He is very much changed indeed. 

© is doing very well in , and his employer likes him very well. i 
think he still betrays some imbecility of mind, caused, I think, from his lon 
and hopeless confinement, and I sometimes fear that he will never regain his 
mental faculties ; but his situation is rendered so comfortable, and my mind 
comparatively so happy, that 1 constantly return greatful thanks to my heav- 
enly Father, and fervent prayer for you, dear sir, by whose benevolent exer- 

tious this favourable change has been brought about. I should have written to 
Ex-Governor Bouck, but I did not knew his address since he left Alban 
Will you, dear sir, if you have an opportunity, inform me how to address hin? 

It is possible that business may call me to New York, in the course of a 
few reeks vf gos I shall afford myself the very great gratification of calling to 

e . cartielt grefti i i geet Were arable ain most heartfelt gr@titude, and highest respect I remain, 

Your obliged and affectionate friend, 
MARY A. N-——. 

J. F. M——, was a man of a good deal of intellect, 

and energy of mind. He had been sent to State Prison for horse 

stealing, and was the leader of mischief, wherever he chanced to 

be. Overcome by the persevering kindness of the officers of the 

prison, he at length made up his mind to reform. He changed the 
whole course of his conduct in prison, and on his release, came 

to our Agent with the strongest recommendations. He was aided 

to get into business, by money, which was freely advanced to him. 

He soon from his earnings returned the money so Joaned him, and 

at the last accounts, was continuing his course of honest living. 

It was worth while to see how happy he was, when he returned 

the money he had received from our Agent. 

W. , had been a sailor and a pirate, and for the three 

first years of his imprisonment, had gloried in his capacity to set 
all authority at defiance, and to endure, without yielding, any 

punishment which could be inflicted upon him. During that whole 

period, he was in a continual state of war upon his overseer. An 

entire change in the manner of treating him was adopted. He 

was reasoned with and dealt kindly by, and as complete a change 
came over him. For the remaining eighteen months of his con- 
finement, he was a pattern of good order and obedience. At the  
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end of his sentence, a place was obtained, and money advanced 
to assist him in his outfit. He has returned part of the advance, 
out of his earnings, and it is believed he will continue in his efforts 
at obtaining an honest livelihood ; because it is evident that he has 

at length, and for the first time in his life, learned the lesson of 

self-control. 
was educated to the ministry, and admitted to orders. 

He was an accomplished scholar, had a family, and was advanta- 
geously settled. In an evil hour he yielded to temptation and sin- 
ned. He was sentenced to the State Prison for a long period, but 

through the intercession of his wife was pardoned. Ten years 

have now elapsed since his release, during the whole of which 
period his conduct has been above reproach. 

After the organization of our Society he called on the chairman 
of the Executive Committee, and made his case known; in order, 

as he said, to encourage our efforts, and to afford us in his example 

living evidence, that all the inmates of the State Prisons were not 
hopelessly and irretrievably fallen. 

Charles F. Mitchell’s case is too well known to render the sup- 
pression of his name necessary, or to require from us any expla- 
nation, beyond what he himself gives in his tetters. 

————~ 0., Dee. 17, 1844. 
MY DEAR SIR: 

I had intended writing you some time since, but concluded to defer it until 
the close of our Autumn business, when I could speak more definitely of my 
operations, prospects, é&c. Seeing your name, however, connected with the 
proceedings of a public meeting recently held in your great city for the reform 
of prisoners and prisons, I could not teel easy without saying to you a few 
words; though I must defer much that I would like to communicate, to the 
opportunity I hope soon to have, of a personal interview. I feel that it will 
be unnecessary for me to assure you how deeply interested I feel in the move- 
ment you have made for the welfare of prisoners, and you may rely upon my 
humble aid to the full extent of my means, which are not great, to be sure, at 
present, in furthering the object of your Association. Certainly, no higher— 
more noble—more truly Christian or benevolent enterprise, could engage the 
attention of either the philanthropist, or the Christian, than the one you have 
embarked in. It is not a mere abstraction your Association is in pursuit of, but 
an immediate, practicable, and tangible good-—one they can reach, and one that 
will be felt by thousands of most unfortunate human beings. But few think of 

@ poor prisoner; still fewer have any sympathy for his wretched fate, any 
regard for his sufferings, or heed what befals him. A mark is fixed upon them 
which they feel can never be wiped out. From the moment they pass the 
terrible threshold, their fate is fired. The ties of friendship, the world’s.esteem, 
and even hope itself, are no more his :—for ever wretched is the prisoner's lot. 

They feel keenly all this, for they cannot take a step but they are reminded of 
it by the world. Is it then at all to be wondered that so few, so very few, of 

once imprisoned, ever rise to usefulness? A person that can rise, with 
such a weight, must possess a good deal more than an ordinary mind, and @ 
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double share of that kind of philosophy which enables a man to meet unmoved 
the world’s disdain; to possess within his own bosom the elements of true 
greatness, unheedful of the «proud man’s contumely.” J am aware that no 
man ever had less to encounter in this way than myself, but still I am often 
placed in situations which require all my fortitude to meet. But then my case 
is an exception; I have at once succeeded in establishing myself in a large, 
honourable, and lucrative business. J have a thorough business education, and 
withal, possess a great deal of industry, and have many steadfast friends who 
believe me to have been harshly dealt by, more sinned against than sinning, 
while none believe me to have ever committed deliberate wrong. Then, too, 
my previous reputation and standing come to my aid. But how is it with the 
thousands otherwise situated? They have no education to fall back upon, no 
friends to cheer them or to aid them, but on the contrary, every face is set 
against them; they are unseemly objects of suspicion; no one respects them, 
and they very soon cease to respect themselves! Now, if any thing can be 
done to help this class of persons, it is worthy of every good man’s attention. 
The great point is to impress upon the prisoner’s mind the idea, that he can rise 
if he only makes up his mind to act wisely, to imspire him with feelings of 
sanguine hope. This is the great point, for I know, from my own observatien, 
that they ull believe themselves to be for ever proscribed. Very many, I know, 
nothing can be done for; but the great object is, when there is good materials, 
to return them to their true vigour. Care should always be observed, if possi- 
ble, to preserve to the prisoners a proper self-respect; they should always be 
treated as if they were men; be made to feel that a real interest was taken in 
their fate, that there was hope for them. I could wish that some other equally 
effective mode of punishment could be devised than whipping. Iam very cer- 
tain that it has an evil tendency. The person who is once whipped, publicly 
stripped and lashed, feels that he is degraded past all recovery; that he is 
treated only as the beast of the field. I am aware of the difficulty in finding 
any thing so effective in keeping the disorderly under proper subjection. But f 
would suggest, whether, for all the minor infractions of the discipline, some 
plan could not be devised that would answer. How would a system of classifi- 
cation answer? Say class No. 1, to be entitled to such privileges, and so on to 
the lowest grade. 

The plan of giving to persons when discharged, but $2, not enough to take 
them home, is horrible. What can they do? They should be provided with 
sufficient to carry them to their friends, if they have any, and if not, to such 
point as they desire to go to. And they should be urged to go away from the 
larger towus—or from their former haunts of vice and crime—to repel bad 
associations. But when I see you, I will have much to say. I expect to visit 
Boston, on business, and I will do myself the great pleasure to call upon you. 

My business is good, large, and lucrative. Yam surrounded with every bless- 
ing. My credit and means are ample for conducting my business efficiently, 
and I enjoy the unlimited confidence of all with whom my position has brought 
me in contact. I give steady employment to about twelve hands, at good wages, 
and have disbursed daily, for the last three months, au average of $2,50. My 
hopes were never stronger, my prospects never brighter, my means of hap- 
piness never more secure ;—thanks to my friends, of whom you are the first, 
My dear mother is with me, and we are all in good health. She desires to 
present her love to you, and to your wife. I shall be in your city, probably, 
about the 1st of February; in the meantime I hope to hear from you. Re- 
member me to friends at Sing Sing. 

Yours, truly, c. F. MITCHELL. 

Honora Sueruarp, is another case of equal notoriety. Her 
husband was in the State Prison, in New Jersey. His mother, 

and two of his brothers, were in the same prison with her, and  
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a great part of her life had been spent among rogues. So that it 
seemed as if her doom was a felon’s life, and a felon’s death. 

But the intelligent and enlightened matrons at the prison, thought 
they saw in her the dawn of a reformation. They procured her 

release, encouraged her in her desire to avoid for ever the society 
in which her early life had been spent, and assisted her in remov- 

ing far away from her past associates. 
The following letter from the excellent lady under whose care 

she left this part of the country, shows, not only the excellence of 
her present conduct, but also affords the most encouraging hope 
in regard to her efforts at reformation. 

“ September 8th. 

“My Dear Sin: Pardon me for not having ere this fulfilled my promise, 
of keeping you personally acquainted with the welfare of Honora and myself. 
As it is, you are already aware of all that has transpired in regard to us, since 

we left New York, through our various friends, and will kindly attribute to the 
unexpected obstacles we met with this seeming want of courtesy. All the 

writing I have done since my arrival here has been in answer to letters received, 
and that with considerable reluctance. Two weeks since I wrote to Gov. 
‘Wright for the first time, and have no doubt he will feel assured by my state- 
ments as to Honora, and his own wisdom in pardoning her. She is now at 

» working at dress-making, though most of her time here has been given 

to assisting in the household department of the friends she stayed with. Now, 
however, I believe she can have steady work, which is very desirable; but one 

cannot obtain firm footing in a strange place immediately. She commands the 

respect and interest of all with whom she is connected, especially because there 
is no frivolity about her. J hear from her continually, and have by me quite a 
pile of her letters. If you could see some of them you would certainly be con- 
vinced of her good intentions, and return to her native simplicity of char- 
acter. If she does not hear from me at the rate of once a week, then comes 

such a pitiful lamentation, signifying that uniess I send words of cheer, the lone- 
liness of life in a strange country will prove too oppressive. Be assured, sir, 
by one who knows Honora intimately, that she is a good, industrious, improving 
woman, and that with her there is no looking back. She speaks of yourself 
and family with earnest gratitude and respect. As she has the greatest hor- 

ror of meeting any of her old associates, it is desirable on this account, as well 
as others, that her location remain unknown. 

Yours very truly, 

GEORGIANA BRUCE. 

S— G. , after serving three years in the State Prison, 

came to our agent with the warmest recommendations from the 
chaplian and keeper. He is evidently a young man of superior 

  
Gs 
is

ha
 

he e
m
g
 ee

n 

1845.] NEW YORK PRISON ASSOCIATION. 53 

attainments, and his case is mentioned in order to introduce in 
this connexion a letter from him, which may in truth be denomi- 
nated the “ convicts own appeal.” 

New Yors, 11th month 19th, 1845. 

RespectepD Sia :—Amid the arduous duties which your judicial calling de-~ 
volye upon you, you may probably deem it presumptuous in me to trespass upon 
your time and attention; but the kind manner in which you received me a few 
evenings ago, when you favoured me with a brief interview, encourages me to 
leave a few line for your perusal, together with the recommendatory letters 
which I brought from Mt. Pleasant, and which you at that time directed me to 

bring to you. You will also find a letter from my brother, by which you will 
learn Iam in expectation of funds; but, notwithstanding that, 1 am anxious to 

meet with employment, if it be only for a few weeks, as it is painful for me to 
reflect that Iam dependant upon the Prison Association for my present sub- 
sistence; and if you could be instrumental in procuring me work of the most 
menial kind, I should feel obliged, and use every endeavour to prove myself a 
worthy object of your attention. Were it only for a few weeks, I should be 
glad, as I intend going into business for myself when I receive my remittance 3 
and while thus obliging me, you would, I trust, be adding a gem to that crown 
of rejoicing which is promised to those who succour the destitute, and seek to 
jead, in the silken bonds of love, the poor wanderer to his heavenly Father's 

home. O, sir, if there be a creature that has more claim than another upon 

the sympathies of humanity; if there is a being who feels more keenly than 
another the contumely of an uncharitable world, it must be he who, after hav- 

ing strayed from the paths of integrity and virtue ;—who, after having suffered 
with calm resignation the punishment due to his crimes; and who, after having 
penitently mourmed over them in secret,—is ushered out into society to contend 
with temptation and difficulty, imagining that every eye he meets detects his 

disgrace, and that every person he converses with is ready to triumph over 
him in the language of execration, or to envince a want of confidence in those 
laudable resolutions he may have formed. ’Tis vain, I know, to dwell with re- 

gret upon the past; the present is painful, and were it not for a transient ray 

of hope that throws a brightness over the future, I should frequently be led to 
lament my departure from that asylum where so many opportunities of mental 
improvement were afforded me, and where I believe I can say I have passed 
some of the most peaceful and happy hours of my existence. Already I owe 
you a debt of gratitude—I have been morally and physically benefitted by your 
labours of love in that place; and it was from your lips that I caught an expres- 
sion which first induced me to substitute a calm and solid deliberation, for that 

fitfal and inefficacious remorse, which too many of the inmates of that prison 
are accustomed to foster; and I hope yet to have an opportunity of proving to 
the world, that if the unfortunate captive has a green spot upon his heart that 
can be cultivated—if he has a mind stamped with the energies of the Deity, and 
formed for immortality, that he has there an opportanity of forming virtuous 
habits and principles, of refining the moral sensibilities, and of improving his 
intellectual capacities to a greater extent than the majority of the reflecting - 
part of community are accustomed to imagine.  
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Herewith I have enclosed two or three of some hundred poems which I 

composed at my work-bench, or in the retirement of my cell, when nothing was heard but the muffled step of the sentinel, broken at i by an outbreak of profane language emanating from the mouth of some careless 
impenitent, whom no philosophy can humanize, no religion reclaim, and no charity soften,* 
When I first entered the State Penitentiary, my mind, destitute of reftec- tion, like a pile without inhabitant, was running to ruin; the streams of gospel 

Privileges, by which, from my childhood, I had been conducted, had Jost their 
Sweetness; the counsels of 4 righteous father were almost forgotten, and the pleading tears which a righteous mother once shed over her wandering child, 
had lost their influence. But ere long I had been a tenant of the felon’s home, 

* In order to show what minds may be found in the felon, what inspirations may exist amid all its mi two of the pieces composed by this Person, while here :— 

———_ 

prison-house of the 
sery and degradation, one or 
in confinement, are inserted 

THE CONVICT TO HIS BIBLE. 
Heaven’s best and dearest treasure, Beacon light of man’s salvation Record of the great I Am, uardian of domestic bands ! 
Source of comfort, source of pleasure, Purest fortress of our nation— Ever flowing, healing balm. Rock on which our freedom stands! Are we in affliction cradled? Wert thou banished from our border, 

“Thou canst make the bitter sweet, our homes no longer read, 
And by thy support enabled, Rapine, last, and foul disorder Human ills we calmly meet. O’er Columbia’s vales would spread. Thou the sin-sick soul can lighten When the clouds of darkness lower; And with cheerful smiles can brighten Death,—cold death’s approaching hour. 

Home would lose its sweet communion, Fireside altars be o'erturned, All that elevates our union 
With contemptuous coldness spurned. Atheists may mock and jeer thee, Bat the time will surely come When thine enemies shall hear thee Read the sentence of their doom. 

Intellectual flowers would languish, Poisoned be the springs of peace, d, unmoved by haman anguish, True benevolence would cease. 
TO MY SISTER ON HER BIRTH DAY. Thy birth day, with the opening year, Again is come, my sister dear ; But, oh! it comea not as of old, With smiling friends, and bliss untold, 

To smooth life’s ru, 

In one lone thought a joy I find, Which tends to soothe my troubled mind, Which triumphs o'er all miuor grief, And in its store affords relief, Has balm for wounds Hike mine; : Though change in all things else appear, One heart there is that’s still sincere ; nd beats as fondly as in hours 
strewn with childhood’s 

lOWwers s 

That keart—that heart is thine, 

ged way: 

It comes to tell of seasons bright, One faithful friend ! her worth I feel; 
ich have not been improved aright; |Gne soul devoted to my weal 

Of fancied griefs, which, if compared, One voice that never Were joys, with those ve lately shared, For sach but few have felt: Fo 

2 

8 
rged by a single w. ng: 

I hear it speak of hopes decayed, ‘But hush thine agonizing cries, 
Of man, confiding man betrayed, And wipe those tearlets from thine eyes; 
By one who Taurmured at the breast Forget the past, and bear in mind 
To which thy own young ki 

, 
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i hi icissitude inflicted upon me, my sins were 
pet toy Fe ee ae with them the realizing conviction that God 
brought to het vas ast. Reason chased from its throne the grosser passions : 
ro medi ne ons cinted to the memory of better days; like a death-knel me my 

star fled oa na arent’s slighted warnings rung; and oft the massy pon Is pone 
aor th it shiels a mother's sacred dust, would ope afresh, and from i g ™ 
thades in idnight dreams, her injured soul would rise and chi e me for my 
Papas crim 3 until the sealed up fountains of the heart proclaimed, ine ams 
ore yas tears that mighty change, o'er which the high intelligences of brig 
or works rejoice, and sweep their golden hare in Pa ato fe wall’ prove it 

2 1 n ainful, but ope > 
a sabtarye afiietion ae pation Fo learned me how to appreciate the blessings ‘ary,       
Whe: ’ 5 ! star of hope begins to rise, . 
eee rae Hoe eset the seen s e gild the tong overclonded skies ow 

one u th the seum of every isle, With brighter beam than ey ea 
we aetions foul and treacherous smile Who have not felt aes oa . 

Would fain their like beget: the captive’s link: 
Yes, some are fiends, who'd build their creed Before the x or bre 
On human skuils, nor shrink to fee as 2) Tone None hallo kiss, 
Their cravings at the crimson tide An ane ong we ig ba 
Fresh flowing from a brother’s side— My full rei ul ty ° Te ae 

With such I’m now beset. Again, a 

THE CONVICT SON TO HIS MOTHER. 

O weep not for me, though ashamed and degraded. 
O shed not a tear that 1s pregnant with pa! \ nave faded 

Though health’s rosy hue from my chee! 8 may > 
Reveal not a wish to unrivet my chain; ess me 

Although from the sire who was wont to car . 
And far from thyself for a penson I ‘m tom, me 

re thine emotions, an 8 
ye eraiekine the son of thy bosom forlorn. 

Though keen the affliction, methinks we have reason 
To own as 3 blessing the chastening rod i acon 

The dark hour of grief has to me heen the set 
Of faith in the promised forgiveness a God: 

A refuge I’ve found at the ey of fat Saw jour 
ten besonght me in y 2 wp 

And ober by his amile, and made glad by bis fav our, 
The gloom, once oppressive, remains so no more. 

vas OY. jling, vi whose truths I was ever assailing, — 
TAVhoee eos ts I mocked at when out of thy sight, 
I've found is a fountain of joy never failing, 

asket of gems everlastingly bright. _—_ 
Sometanes to my breast I have clasped it exclaiming, 

s| hencefor e y Thou heaven’s best boon shal jeneeforth be my guid 
ince joy, bliss, and glory, yea, all that’s w n 5 

Sines faye through all ages, blest book, to provide 

i r lected. ’s fair features, which long T neg! > 
Aono with a thousand bright images strew'd, 
And voices, where nothing of song was detecte , 

Alike with a magical softness endued : 
The beautiful Hudson that by me is flowing, 

Its green-wooded mountains, its beautiful bay, loushin 
And fleets of small craft through its bright waters pleughing, 

All serve in their turn to elicit a lay. 

f that bird on my window-bar seated, 
ue ine cricket, whose chirp I hear all the night Jong, | 4 
Meet much the same welcome as though I were greete 

In language of kindness, by some friendly tongue. 
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of life; and I am well aware there are many within those walls who can adopt 
the language of Peter, when witnessing, on ‘Tabor’s verdant summit, the trans- 
figuration of his Master: « It is good for me to be here!” and if ecstatic joy can 
fill the sainted Howard’s breast, bending o’er the diamond minarets of glory, 
attentive listener to the captive’s mournful cry; it is when he beholds the hu- 
man efforts now in operation for the amelioration of that part of our unhappy 
race, whose miseries and privatious enlisted through life the energies and sym- 
pathies of this good and great benefactor of the world. 

am, in conclusion, your humble and obedient servant, 

SAMUEL HANSON. 
N. B. As Mr. Hopper is anxious to file his letters, I will be obliged if yo 

will return me the enclosed recommendations when I call upon you, which ma 
probably be to-morrow. 

FEMALE DEPARTMENT. 

The transactions in this department, are so well detailed in the 
Report of the Executive Committee of the ladies, as to render a 
notice of them in this place necessarily brief. 

In the case of male convicts, there was no difficulty in providing 
temporary places of residence for them, until employment could 
be procured. But it was far otherwise with females. It became, 
therefore, absolutely necessary that a temporary “ Home” should 
be provided. This involved the expense of hiring and furnishing 
a house, and employing one or more matrons to superintend it. 
It involved also, together with the want of funds, considerable 
delay, so that it was not until the month of June last, that “ The 
Home” was opened for the reception of subjects. Since that time, 
it has afforded relief to 107 females; the number of inmates is 
now 28, and has exceeded 20 for several months. 

The gay little flower through the gravel-bed peeping, 
Whose useful monitions always revere ” 

Ever points to the grave where my brothers are sleeping 
And those lovely blossoms oft wet with a tear. ” 

‘The sun in its glory at even declining, 
The pale star of morn with its tremulous blaze, 

The beantiful moon, at the midnight hour shining, 
And gilding my cell with its silvery rays;— ~ 

All seem to be moved by some kindly emotion, 
To soothe my condition they all seem inclined 

And serve to engender the warmest devotion, 
When viewed through the grating by which I’m confined. 

O deem not my home an asylum of sorrow— 
There’s joy to be found ina region like this, 

So long as thy son from misfortune can borrow 
A lustre that lights up the future with bliss. 

Ay crimes are forgotten, my sins are forgiven, 
y hopes are all anchored where thine hav ; 

And mother, dear mother, I'll meet thee pve Jong beens 
When sweetly redeemed from this transitive scene. 

Samvzt Hanson.   
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There are other difficulties, which have attended this experi- 

ment. 

In the case of male convicts, we have experienced less diffi- 

culty in procuring employment, because our agent exacting from 

the applicants certificates of their good behaviour in prison, and 
testimonials from the officers of the prisons, that evidences of 

repentance and reformation had been displayed during confine- 

ment, he was able to afford them suitable recommendations at 

once. 

It is so, also, in regard to females discharged from the State 

Prison. The admirable manner in which that institution at Sing 
Sing is conducted, relicves us from all embarrassment, in this re- 

spect, in regard to their inmates. 
It is far otherwise with the females in the City Prison, and in 

the Penitentiary at Blackwell’s Island. At those places, with the 
exception of one matron at the City Prison, there is no person 
who scems to know, or care any thing about their moral condition. 

It therefore becomes necessary that the females received into 

“The Home,” from either of those prisons, should remain some 
time with us, until the ladies of the Committee shall be able to 

judge, from personal observation, as to the sincerity of their re- 

pentance and the prospect of good behaviour. 

These considerations necessarily very much enhance the ex- 
pense of this department of our Association. 

It has already cost us over $1500, and our limited means have 

compelled us to curtail very materially the sphere of our opera- 

tions in this respect, and to confine our efforts, as in the male 

department, to those who are convicted of crime. This excludes 

the large class of females, who are committed as vagrants, drunk- 

ards, and disorderly persons, who constitute by far the largest 

portion of the female inmates of those prisons; and among whom, 

we well know, very many may be found, who can be saved from 

the consequences of their own conduct, and what is equally 

important, from the injurious consequences of being subjected to 
the contamination of our prisons. 

So free is the intercourse among the inmates of those prisons, 
and so effectually is the contamination of evil communication 

encouraged, nay, insured and enforced by the manner in which 
they are organized; that it is to us a matter of great doubt, 

whether it would not be better for an innocent female to be con- 

signed at once to a brothel, than to be confined in either of those 
8  
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prisons. In the former case, she would at least enjoy the advan- 
tage of being able to fly from the approach of corruption, at her 
pleasure. 

But according to existing practices, females who have commit- 

ted crimes, who are drunkards, disorderly, or vagrants, or who 

are diseased, and aim at a hospital for relief, are confined together, 

without distinction as to age or moral condition, and sometimes to 

the number of seven hundred, and never less than four hundred. 

When they come from prison, it is impossible for our Commit- 

tee of ladies to obtain any thing like a satisfactory account of 
their penitence, or their intentions to reform. To receive all into 
“The Home” is impracticable, and to discriminate, is equally 
difficult. 

To carry out the objects of our Society in reference to this 
class of prisoners, will require of us as a duty, to counteract and 

remedy the ills which our city authorities inflict upon them with 
so unsparing a hand. This is an important and interesting duty, 

and one that we would fain perform; but the odds are greatly 

against us, by reason of the direction which is taken by the full 
force of the civil authorities. 

It can, however, be done, and the effort will be made. But 

before it can be successful, we apprehend that we shall be com- 
pelied to bespeak the patience of our contributors, and the gene- 
rous support of the public; and we hope soon to be able so to 
extend the operations of this department, as to embrace within it 
all the female inmates of our prisons, whatever the cause of their 

commitment, whenever they shall afford reasonable prospect of 
reformation. 

The Executive Committee cannot conclude their notice of this 
department, without expressing their hearty concurrence in all 
that is said by the ladies as to the appointment of matrons in our 
prisons. 

It is to us matter of astonishment, that so obvious a dictate of 
humanity and good sense should have been so much neglected; 
and it would seem that our city authorities are retrograding, rather 
than advancing, in this respect. Not long since, matrons were 
appointed in both our City Prisons. Their number was inade- 
quate to the whole task before them; yet, limited as it was, the 
good that was wrought out by their means was immediately 
manifest, and was much beyond expectation. Yet, before the 
experiment could be fairly tried, an alteration was made, and the   
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matrons were mostly withdrawn; so that the several hundreds of 

females who crowd our prisons continually full, in addition to the 
mutual contamination to which they are subjected, are consigned 

to the harsh, i: citating, and injurious domination of male keepers. 
It surely cannot be necessary to enter into a course of reason- 

ing upon this subject. All experiepce demonstrates the utility, in 
a prison for females, of officers of the same sex. And if aught 

were wanting to work conviction of this truth upon every mind, 
the admirable results of the experiment at Sing Sing, where the 
government has been intrusted to the hands of intelligent, edu- 
cated, and benevolent females, would be enough. There are 
a thousand avenues to the female heart, which females alone can 
find, and they must be found and travelled, before the dawnings of 
a new life can be hoped. 

As facts are more effective than any speculation, the Committee 

will be pardoned for inserting the following letters, from two of 
the assistant matrons at Sing Sing. 

Mount Pleasant Female Prison, July 10, 1844. 

MY DEAR FRIEND: 
I promised to give you some account of the manner in which we spent the 

Fourth, but I have been unable to do so till this time. Ata meeting of the 
Board of Inspectors, held in June, the assistant matrons obtained their permis~ 
sion to furnish the convicts, under their charge, with an addition to their usual 
bill of fare, on the then approaching anniversary of our nation’s independence. 

There had been a marked and decided improvement in their conduct, during 
the three months they had been under our care; and we wished to give them 
some united expression of our approbation, and to show that we appreciated 
their respectful bearing towards ourselves. 

Mr. Edmonds, President of the Beard of Inspectors, desired to unite in this 
common expression of interest, and accordingly sent each of the seventy-three 
women a fresh and beautiful bouquet of flowers. Ou the morning of the Fourth 
these were placed in their cells, before breakfast. They passed their time pre- 
vious to the morning meal, in walking in the garden, and reading in the shop, 
They were informed that they would find a present in their cells; and I can 
give but a faint idea of the kindling of the eye, and the lighting of the whole 
countenance, at this announcement. They marched quietly to their places, all 
eager to know what they would find; and by the time the matrons were on the 
galleries, every woman stood in her cell door with her flowers in her band; and 
the whispered thanks, and the earnest ‘ God bless you!” broke upon our ears at 
every step. 

They remained in their cells only long enough for breakfast, and were again 
taken to the shop while we could prepare food for the day, and distribute the 
currants, figs, and candy we designed to give them. When all was ready, they 
were assembled in the chapel, each carrying her flowers in her hand, and \ook-~ 
ing more cheerful and happy than I had ever seen them before. 

Mrs. Farnham, the principal matron, being absent, it devolved on me te ad- 
dress to them a few remarks, expressive of our interest in their comfort, and 
approbation of their conduct. I endeavoured to impress on their minds the 
importance of forming habits of self-government here, that they might be better 
Prepared to resist the temptations they would meet in society, and be better   
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able to control the adverse circumstances to which they might be exposed when 
released from their present confinement; I endeavoured to show them the influ- 
ence their conduct here would exert on their future success in life. Many of 
them were much affected, and gave evidence of deep but suppressed feeling. 
I wished to speak to them kindly but earnestly, and found my own sympathies 
8o strongly excited at the time, that it was only by effort that, I could control my 

own emotions. I read to them the following communication from Mr. Edmonds: 

«This ia my contribution to assist the females in the prison to celebrate the Fourth of 
. L-wish them to receive it as a testimonial of my approbation of their general 

‘ood conduct. IF it shall remind them of the misfortunes which forbid them the en- 
joyment of the beauties of nature which surround them, let it also remind them that 
He who is all benevolence and goodness, while he has conferred on man alone, of a 
the creatures he has made, the power of knowing and choosing between good and. 
evil, has so formed our minds, that in every situation, and under every circumstauce, 
virtue is sure of its reward, and vice of ita punishment; and that in all the productions 
of nature, and in our capacity to enjoy them, we are taught the lesson that goodness 
and virtue are most certain instruments of happiness. 

I wish the large bouquet, which has my name attached to it, to be given to her who 
shall be regarded as most amiable among the females. I should like to have the selec- 
tion made by the females themselves, subject to the approval of the matrons. 
shall be able to discern, how well they understand what it is that forms the character 
which we most love and regard ; for nothing is morc true than this, that while we strug- 
gle against the power of genius, beauty, and fascination, we yield, without reluctance, 
to the charms of an amiable heart. 

July 3, 1844. J. W. EDMONDS. 

I reminded them of the deep interest Mr. Edmonds had manifested in their 
welfare, and the general welfare of the Institution, and the full confidence he 
felt that they would choose such a person to receive the bouquet as we should 
all approve. 

iss Knox, who was acting in place of the principal matron, then requested 
them to nominate one of their number whom they thotight most deserving. 
Many voices instantly said Mary Smalley, and as many as approved were 
requested to raise the right hand; the vote seemed unanimous. Miss Knox 
gave the flowers to Mary Smalley, and the assistants expressed their approval 
of their choice. They were then told that we had another large bouquet, and 
wished to name one of their number whom we desired should receive it, and 
solicited their approval of our choice; Jane Bacon was nominated, and almost 
every woman instantly rose from her seat, and most of them were affected 
even to tears. Jane was presented with the bouquet, and seeming quite over- 
come by the “ honour unexpected,” received it with tears of gratitude, kissing 
it devoutly, and the hand that presented it. I have never witnessed among 
them a manifestation of such deep and correct feeling, such genuine, yet sub- 
dued emotion. They were then dismissed to their rooms, with the assurance 
that the best expression of gratitude they could render, was by their good 
conduct, and remaining perfectly quiet through the day. 
The effect of this little experiment has been manifest in their more quiet and 

gentle movements, and in the softened and subdued tones of their voices, and 
in their ready and cheerful obedience. It has deepened my conviction that, 
however degraded by sin, or hardened by outrage and wrong, while reason 
maintains its empire over the mind, there is no heart so callous or obdurate, 
that the voice of kindness and sympathy may not reach it, or so utterly debased, 
as to give no response to the tones of Christian love and benevolence. 

Respectfully yours, . 
MARY ANN W. JOHNSON. 

The fourth of July that I spent in the Female Prison at Mount Pleasant, 
was one of the most delightful days I have ever passed; delightful, because I 
had the satisfaction of seeing the efforts we had, for the two or three months 
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previously been making for the improvement of the unfortunate inmates, fol- 
lowed with success. 

Tt was worth any sacrifice we had made, to see the bright gleam of “ hope” 
awakened in their darkened souls, to see such indications as led us to believe 
that they would make the effort to break the strong band which had so long 
held them in dreadful bondage, and rise once more to virtue and happiness. 

At the meeting of the “ Board of Inspectors” in June, we applied for per- 
mission to give them a little treat for that day, which request was kindly 
granted by them. Mr. Edmonds, the President, united with us, and gave two 
baskets of flowers, enough to furnish each of the seventy-two women with a 
beautiful bouquet. On the morning of the “ fourth,’ these were sent to their 
cells, while they were engaged walking in the large yard adjoiming the prison, 
and reading in the workshop. They marched quietly to their respective cells, 
and when I came on to the gallery, each stood at her grated door, with bright 
and happy face, and the softly whispered thanks, and the murmured * God 
bless you!” fell sweetly on my ear. They remained in but a short time, and 
were again taken to the shop while the necessary arrangements were made for the 
day. and the fruit, candy, and milk, we had provided for them, were sent around. 

This being done, we assembled them in the chapel, and it was pleasant to see 
them, each with her flowers in her hand, her countenance beaming with love and 
gratitude, and all so peaceful and quiet. 

Mrs. Farnham was absent, and as it was the first day of the kind we had 
spent here, we felt some anxiety as to the result. 

Mrs. Johnson addressed them kindly and affectionately, telling them of the 
deep interest we felt in their improvement, and urging the importance of their 
cultivating, while here, such habits of self-government and love towards one 
another, as should prepare them to overcome the temptations they would again 
meet on going out into the world, and also fit them for the society of the good 
and virtuous. 

They were deeply affected, and I doubt whether any one, however hardened 
or degraded, could have witnessed the scene without genuine feeling. 

Mrs. J. then read the letter from Mr. Edmonds. 
Miss Knox then wished them to name one to receive this bouquet, and Mary 

Simally was instantly nominated, and received an almost unanimous vote. The 
selection was approved, and she was presented with the flowers. Miss Knox 
said, as there was still another bunch, she wished to choose one, to be approved 
of bythem. She named Jane Bacon, and every woman instantly rose from her 
seat. Bacon was nearly overcome, by this general testimony in her favour. 
She, bathed in tears, received the flowers, kissing the hand that presented them. 

After this, Mrs. J. spoke particularly to these two, telling them of the 
responsibility they had incurred, in having been thus chosen, as the “ most 
amiable,” and the many reasons why they should ever after maintain the char- 
acter that had this day been awarded them. 

She also reminded them of what Mrs. Farnham had told them, when she 
first came among them, that we all come to do them good; and nothing on our 
part should be spared, to render them assistance, and counsel, and confirm the 
good resolutions they should make, and thus enable them to become what wo- 
man was destined to be here, and be prepared for that inheritance, beyond this 
world, where temptation never more allures, and sin never enters. 

The effect of this day’s scenes, are now to be seen in their kind and respect- 
ful bearing towards ourselves, and a softened, gentle manner towards each 
other; thus proving, that no heart is so callous, no woman so degraded, but she 
may be reached by kindness and love; and by placing them in contact with 
superior minds, and under a high moral influence, they must become better. 
And I fully believe, the influence of this day, combined with the efforts before 
and since, will be felt long after it shall have become one of the dim memories 
of the past. SARAH S. MALLORY. 

Mount Pleasant, July 28, 1844.  
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In conclusion, the Executive Committee deem it proper briefly 
to recapitulate what they have done the past year, and what they 
propose to do the ensuing year. 

They have received about $3000 in donations of money and 

articles : 

With this amount, they have established an agency, and an 
office for male convicts, where 122 persons have been relieved: 

They have also established a “Home” for females, where 107 

have been received, and which has now 28 inmates: 

They have found places and employment for 83 persons, from 
most of whom good accounts continue to be received : 

They have attended to the cases of 80 boys, and restored 48 

of them to their parents and friends: 

They have attended to the cases of several, who have been 

arrested on suspicion of crime, 

And have procured the release of six, who were confined for debt. 
They propose to employ an agent, whose whole time shall be 

devoted to the cause of those who are arrested and detained for 
trial on criminal charges: 

An agent, whose duty it shall be to take care of discharged 
convicts, and procure them employment: 

And an agent, who shall travel through the state, seeking con- 
tributions, establishing auxiliaries, and diffusing information as to 

our purposes, and the public wants. 
They propose, also, to continue the establishment of “The 

Home” for the reception of females, and enlarge its sphere of 
usefulness : 

To have a thorough inspection of the County Prisons of our 

state, to the end that their evils, being known, may be redressed : 

And, finally, to establish a workhouse, for the reception and de- 

‘tention of those who, not yet criminal, are fast verging towards 
crime, and whose salvation, or fall, will depend upon the manner 

in which they may be treated. 
The Committee are fully aware, that this is a wide-extended 

field, which is thus spread out before them; but cheered by the 
generous support they have already experienced, and encouraged 

by the success which has thus far attended their efforts, they are 
ready to enter upon the task, with an abiding confidence, that 
while the labourers will not be few, the harvest indeed will be great. 

By order of the Executive Committee, 

J. W. EDMONDS, Chairman. 
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REPORT 

OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

In presenting the first annual statement of the finances of the “New York 
Prison Association,” the Committee charged with that department have to con- 
gratulate the friends of the institution, upon the great favour and encouragement 
it has met with from almost all classes of their fellow-citizens. "With no great 
effort, but with a simple statement of its object, their appeals, with but few 

exceptions, have been most generously responded to, in a spirit which evinces 
a deep interest in the success of the enterprise, and leaves but little doubt that 

it will be most liberally and cheerfully sustained. 
The Treasurer's report is herewith annexed. The donations received from 

various individuals, since the organization of the Society, amount to $1957 01 
And the disbursements to - - - : ~ 1953 72 

Leaving a balance in the treasury of = - - - - $3 29 
A list of the several donors, with the amounts contributed, also accompanies 

this report. As the several Committees of the Association, in their reports, will 

fully make known the objects of its formation—what it has done during the 
first year of its existence, and what it promises and hopes to effect in future— 
it remains for this Committee to state, that to carry out the plans we aim at, an 
annual amount of eight totenthousand dollars will be required. Although this 
may appear a large sum for an infant association to anticipate receiving from 
the benevolent and humane, in addition to the many worthy objects to which 
they are called to contribute, we feel confident it may and will be accomplished. 
The field is large, and much good is to be done by means and efforts well direct- 
ed. There is no fiction in what has been represented to exist in our prisons 
and penitentiaries—abuses of the most flagrant and revolting character are 
known to be practised. It is these abuses we aim to correct—to protect the 
innocent from contamiuation when unavoidably detained with the vicious—to 

encourage and raise the fallen—to assist the sick and weary of vice to return 
to the paths of virtue and happiness—and to give aid and countenance to those 
who have paid the penalty of their crimes in prison in their efforts to reform 
and lead honest lives. We are aware that there are many who, equally honest 
in their views, differ with us, and consider it as of doubtful utility, and a mis- 

placed sympathy to attempt the reformation of persons of the classes named ; 
and in a few instances have been met by some with the remark, that they would 
contribute to increase the punishment of crime, but nothing for its melioration. 
To such we commend the example of kindness and charity of our Saviour, who 
said to the thief on the cross, “‘ This day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 

‘Your Committee, while they are pleased at the general interest shown by many 
of our fellow-citizens, who became members of the Association by contributing 

to its funds, are impressed with the belief that our resources would be rmouch 
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increased, by so amending the constitution as to create different grades of sub- 
scriptions; and therefore recommend, in addicion to the present provisions of 
the constitution, the creation of Life Patrons by the payment of five hundred 
dollars, and honorary life members of the Executive Committee by the payment 
of one hundred dollars. 

There is also one other subject which, in the opinion of the Committee, is of 
sufficient importance to occupy the serious consideration of the Executive Com- 
mittee—that is, an agency to attend to the general interests of the Association. 
We are not disposed to point out the duties of this agency, nor to press its adop- 
tion any sooner than the unanimous voice of the Association will sanction it, 
but feel assured the advantages of such a measure will be soon apparent to all, 
and have a unanimous support. 

With a confident reliance on the support and encouragement of an overruling 
Providence, we commend our cause to the humane and benevolent, trusting 
that those who are blessed with an abundance of this world’s goods, will not fail 

to contribute of their substance to aid in its charitable attempts to do good; and 

that many, by so doing, will obtain that approving sentence, ‘ I was naked, and 
ye clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me.” 

E. PARMLY, 
New York, Dec. 4, 1845. Chairman Finance Comittee. 

NEW YORK PRISON ASSOCIATION. 

REPORT 

OF THE COMMITTEE ON DETENTIONS. 

TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE PRISON ASSOCIATION : 

Tur Committee on Detentions would respectfully report, that the department 
of the Association committed to their charge, has particular reference to the 

present condition of the inmates of the prisons in the cities of New York and 
Brooklyn. In entering upon their duties at the formation of the Society, your 
Committee were instructed to inquire into the causes of commitment of all 
persons detained for trial, or as witnesses in those places, and to adopt proper 

measures for procuring the discharge of such as were entitled thereto. It 

became also our duty to visit the prisons frequently, and to endeavour to im- 
prove the condition of the prisoners, physically and morally. 

It will be proper, therefore, to state what is the condition of the prison, 

under our charge, what improvements may be effected, and what your Com- 
mittee have done since they commenced their work. 

The prisons in the city of New York in which persons are detained for trial, 
or as witnesses, are, the House of Detentions, and the Debtor’s Jail. In Brook- 

lyn there is but one prison, and that is used both as a house of detention, a 

prison for convicts, and a jail. 
The House of Detentions in the city of New York, is a part of the build- 

ings known as the Halls of Justice; au’, as a general rule, all persons detained 
for trial are sent there. It consists of two stone buildings, one of which is 

appropriated to males, and the other to females. | The former measures on the ar 
outside, 146 feet in length, and 39 feet in width. * Its length inside is 140 feet. 
and it diminishes in width from the lower floor to the roof, which is at a height 

of 55 feet. The cells are built against the side walls in four tiers, and are 

entered from corridors. The muain entrance is from the yard, and leads 

at once into a hall extending the whole length of the prison, and eight 
and a half feet wide. Above are three corridors of the same length, 

running along the cells, and leaving the middfe space open to the roof. The 
whiteness of the walls, and the cleanliness of the stone floor, give to the 

hall a lightness and cheerfulness which ought to characterize every part of 
this House of Detentions. The large stove by which the prison is warmed 
in cold weather, produces some closeness, but does not account for a disagreea~ 

ble odour, which increases in those parts where the cells may chance to be 

open. There are 37 cells on each tier, making 148 in all. Upon this lower 

floor the cells are 10 feet 6 inches long, 5 feet 7 inches wide, and 10 feet 3 

inches high. Each cell has two wooden doors 21 inches apart, the inside one 
of which has a hole about 6 inches square, and the outside one has two holes 

about 2 inches square. This is for ventilation from the corridor, and in the 
opposite wall of the sn near the ceiling, is a window 2 feet long by 6 inches  
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wide, opening into-the outer air. The cells are separated by a wall 21 inches 
thick. They are supplied with water from a leaden pipe that runs inside of 

the cell, while by means of another large pipe crossing the cell, and having a 
funnel opening into it, the prisoner is enabled to obey the calls of nature. The 
only other furniture consists of a pine bedstead, or sometimes a broad shelf, a 

straw mattress, and blankets. In these cells are confined such prisoners as are 

committed for drunkenness, vagrancy, and such other offences as are punished 
by five days’ imprisonment. The drunkards are committed in every variety of 

intoxication, from the insensibility of stupor, to the fury of delirium tremens ; 

and are turned in singly, or with others, as the limited number of the cells 

ermits. Four and five are frequently confined in one cell, and sometimes in 
the double cells, of which there are five, as many as twelve are penned up 

together. 

Tn the second tier, those prisoners who are committed for trial for the more 

serious offences, as burglary, murder, and other felonies, are confined. The 

cells are 9 feet 7 inches long, by 5 feet 7 inches wide. As a general rule, only 
one prisoner is confined in a cell, though sometimes it becomes necessary to 
pluce two together. 

The third tier is appropriated to prisoners committed for petit larceny. The 
cells are 8 feet 5 inches long, and 5 feet 7 inches wide. 

In the fourth tier are persons committed for assault and battery, and other 

misdemeanours. The cells are 7 feet 5 inches long, and 5 feet 7 mches wide. 

In these two last tiers, it is generally necessary to confine two prisoners in the 
same cell. 

The observations as to the interior arrangements, furniture, &c. of the cells 

on the Jower tier, apply to the prison generally; except that the cells in the 

three upper tiers, are ventilated by an aperture in the outer wall, opening on 

the floor, as well as by the window, and apertures in the doors before described. 
The objections which are at once obvious upon this description, have been so . 

often made, that your Committee would not repeat them, but for their hope of 

bringing the attention of the public to a useful bearing upon the subject. It 

must be seen at once, that the prison is too small for the purposes for which it 
is used. Prisoners ought not to be confined together. The chances of escape 

are increased, and the contamination of the less depraved is an almost certain 

consequence. ‘The building should either be enlarged, or some other mode of 
disposing of vagrancy and intoxication devised, so that the cells now used for the 
punishment of those offences may be appropriated to the confinement of pris- 
oners detained for trial. 

The want of ventilation on the lower floor, is a great evil. The cell doors 

are closed every night, and then the only possibility of fresh air entering is from 
a window, and two small holes, two inches square. Imagine four or five men, 

in different states of intoxication, cooped up in one of those solid enclosures, and 

your Committee submit, that whatever may be the moral effect of the punish- 
ment, the physical consequences must be dreadful. We hear, occasionully, of 
persons committed for drunkenness being found dead; we feel inclined to won- 

der that such instances are not more frequent. Although the ventilation of the 
cells in the upper tiers is better, it is still entirely insufficient, and the air in 
them becomes, in the course of a night, unfit for any person to breathe. 
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The arrangement of the large water-pipes permits conversation between pris- 

oners in any part of the same tier. The top of the funnel being not over 
eighteen inches from the main pipe, the voice is easily transmitted, and thus the 

most revolting details of crime are communicated. This is prevented, in the 

Philadelphia prison, by keeping the pipes filled with water during the day, and 

emptying them only at night. In one half of this prison the same might be 
done, though in the other half it is impossible, owing te the sinking of the build- 
ing towards one end, which would cause the water to overflow the pipes in that 
direction. The proper mode of constructing such pipes is, to have one large 
main pipe running under ground, and to place conduit pipes, leading down into 

it, in each cell. Conversation would thus become impossible. 

The female prison is situated in the same enclosure as the male prison. It 

is of stone, 125 feet long by 21. feet wide. There are, in the prison proper, 24 

cells, which are built in two tiers, on one side of the building, leaving a hall of 

6 feet 3 inches wide. The cells resemble, in all their main features, those of 

the male prison, and are liable to the same objections. In the lower tier, va- 

grants and intoxicated persons are confined, generally two, and sometimes more, 

ina cell; and in the upper tier are those committed on charges of a more se- 

rious nature. These corridors are under the charge of a male keeper. 
The lower tier of this prison is the scene of the most disgusting exhibitions 

of degradation that any city affords. At any hour of the day may be seen, loll- 
ing on their filthy beds, or on benches in the hall, in rags, brutish with sensu- . 

ality, or consuming with the consequences of reckless indulgence, old, young, 
bleared, bloated, deformed—the wrecks of what were once bright, happy girls. 
Some dragged from the gutters, insensible from drinking; others brought there 
for breaches of the peace and outrageous revelling; many self-surrendered, in 

utter helplessness, to remove the disease that devours them; they form, in this 

dark and miserable corridor, a group full of awful interest. ‘The question sug- 

gests itself, What are they here for? Does this constant idleness, and com- 
niunication with their like, tend to their improvement? If they have not habits 

of industry and cleanliness, they should be taught them; if they are depraved, 

they should be improved; if degraded in their own estimation, they should be 
raised up. It is evidently a useless expenditure of money to keep them in this 
condition. 

Ascending from the prison proper into the right wing, we find two halls, 
about sixty feet long, from which light and comfortable bed-chambers of vari- 
ous sizes open. In one of these halls are confined female prisoners who are 
detained for trial, but whose health requires medica] attention ; and in the other 

are confined, not only females awaiting trial, but some who have been con- 

victed, and who, for particular reasons, are not sent to Blackwell’s Island— 

as, for instance, women whose friends have surrendered them as victims of in- 

temperance, and whom nothing else has been able to cure. Nothing can be 
cleaner than their rooms, and every thing sespeaks comfort and hopefulness. 
The women in these halls are under the care of a matron, and the female in- 

fluence is discernible in every part. The prisoners are generally at work, sew- 

ing or knitting, or cutting out work for others, and books are at hand for 

those who are disposed to read. 
Your Committee most earnestly ask attention to the want of matrons in the  
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female prison. There is work enough, if faithfully performed, for at least 
four, and there is but one to attend to it. What is not done by her is done by 
men, or is left undone. That women should be placed under the care of wo- 

men, is the dictate of decency; and that the work of their improvement is 

better performed by women, is the lesson of experience. Now that the expe- 
diency of gentleness in the care of prisoners is acknowledged, it is gross inconsis- 
tency to place them under the more irritating, rather than the more conciliatory, 

government: and it is hoped that this repulsive feature in the discipline of this 
prison, may be changed. The only change, however, that has been made, has 

been for the worse; fer whereas there were until lately two matrons, now there 

is but one. 

The washing and cooking for the prison is done in a large room, in the centre 
of the yard. The prison fare is coffee and bread every morning, and for dinner 
soup and beef, aud bread every other day; bread, and rice and molasses, on the 

intermediate days. There is no doubt but that the quality of the food is good, 
and that it is furnished in sufficient quantities; but as to whether some of the 
articles might not be changed for others with advantage, there is a question. 

That sufficient attention is not paid to the health of the prisoners, is obvious 

from what has been said; but in the matter of exercise, this neglect is very 

glaring. There is no system by which every prisoner is allowed exercise every 

day, but it is entirely discretionary with the keeper; and as a general rule, the 
male prisoners are not allowed to leave their celis, except upon the representa- 

tion of the physician that their health is suffering from confinement. It is very 
true, that the narrow limits of the corridor afford small space for walking, and 
that there is danger of prisoners communicating with one another, when allow- 
ed to pass and repass; but as this is a mere house of detention, justice requires 
that every thing should be done for the prisoner’s comfort, until the danger of 
too much indulgence ha® become a matter of experience. 

Although the classification of the prisoners is very imperfect, yet as they are 

not allowed to converse together where it is possible to prevent it, the necessity 

of a more strict classification is not obvious. The facility with which a prison- 
er’s friends obtain access to him, undoubtedly leads to great abuses ; but it seems 

impossible to seclude him more closely, without running the risk of injustice. 
And your Committee would remark, that from the fact of this prison being pro- 
perly one of detention for trial, rather than of punishment for guilt, many prin- 
ciples of the penitentiary system are inapplicable. Rules, which may be very 
necessary for the safety and improvement of convicts, might be entirely misap- 

plied, and with great injustice, in a place of confinement of those who are pre- 
sumed to be innocent. 

But, in one particular, injustice of another character is very frequently done. 
Hundreds are confined in this prison every year, whose trial results in their ac- 
quital. They remain in confinement weeks, and sometimes months, before they 

are tried. They are kept in idleness, and not merely are their families deprived 
of their labour, but while the prisoner leaves the court with the declarations of 

his innocence, he leaves it without a dollar, without work, and, in the present 

erroneous state of public opinion, with a stigma upon his character. Some part 
of this injustice greater elevation of the public mind will remove; but another 
part can be remedied at once. The prisoners should have an opportunity of 
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working for their own benefit. In the female prison this has been attempted, 
and some of the inmates have left with money sufficient to support them for a 

short time, instead of being forced at once into the harness of sin and death. 

But, even among the women, little comparatively has been done in this respect. 
Among the male prisoners nothing has been attempted. For some kinds of 

work, indeed, the cells would afford suffictent light only for a small portion of 
the day. But this inconvenience might be remedied, by allowing the doors to 

remain open while the prisoners were at work. The keeper will give every 

facility to those who can work; and as a beginning of the system, it is only ne- 

cessary that the work should be given them to do. For this purpose, your 
Committee think that all the arts and manufactures that are used in the support 

of our public institutions, should be introduced into our House of Detention, so 

far as practicable, gradually, of course, but with the ultimate view of giving the 

greatest possible variety of employment to the prisoners. 

In connexion with this subject your Committee would observe, that the prac- 
tice of confining vagrants and drunkards in the prison, is in violation of the 
purposes for which it was intended, and extremely injurious. The prison there- 
by is crowded, to the utter destruction of discipline, and the impossibility of 

separation ; and those who produce this trouble, are very certain to leave the 
prison worse then they entered it. Living in idleness and contamination, what 

good can be expected from their confinement? Your Committee believe, that a 
workhouse is the only proper place for disposing of this class of persons, and 
despair of any essential improvement in the moral condition of our population, 

until such a remedy has been attempted. 
Much more than is done might be done for the moral improvement of the 

prisoner. There isa nucleus of a library both in the male and in the femala pris- 
ons. But though the books are of an unexceptionable character, they are very 
few, and there is very little variety among them. The works are generally of 
a strictly religious character, and your Committee think can hardly be very 

attractive to the uneducated prisoner. They would suggest that works of gen- 

eral interest, in which information is coupled with amusement, and which teach 

the principles of morality by illustration, rather then by precept, should be fur- 

nished by those who are charitably disposed. We feel that we hazard nothing 
in saying, that healthy mental occupation, during the time of detention, would, 

even in cases of guilt, do more for the prisoner, than even the confinement 

itself. 
Very little is attempted in the way of religious instruction, in the male de- 

partment. About every other Sunday afternoon, some charitably disposed indi- 
viduals attend, and hold religious services with those in the lower tier, who are 

brought out into the hall for the purpose ; and on the intermediate Sunday, a 
Temperance lecture is delivered, and the pledge is administered to as many as 
can be induced to sign it. It is not considered safe, to permit those confined in 
the upper tiers to come out and join in these exercises. It is to be hoped 
that some of the seed thus sown may fall upon good ground; but whether it 
will produce the expected fruit without much cultivation, admits of doubt. The 
wish of your Committee on this subject is, to follow the worthy example that has 

been set, and that arrangements should be made to secure religious services in 
the hall every Sunday.  
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Jn connexion with this account of the principal House of Detention, it may 
be proper to speak of the places of more temporary detention, where prisoners, 

who have been arrested in the other Police Districts, are in the first lace con- 

fined. 

Two station-houses, connected with the Police Offices in the s?cond and 

third Police Districts, are now being erected. They are intended for the tem- 

porary detention of prisoners, until they can be sent down to the Halls of Jus- 
tice. The building for the Second District is in course of erection, in the 
vicinity of Jefferson Market. It will be about 30 feet square, of two stories 

high. It wiil contain 25 celis, 19 of which will be 4 feet two inches wide, and 
8 feet long. The building for the Third Police District, is in the neighbourhood 
of Essex Market. It is about 30 feet square, and 2 stories high. Tt will con- 

tain 20 cells, 4 fect 4 inches in width, and 7 feet 10 inches long. As neither of 

these buildings is completed, it may be premature to criticise them; but your 
Committee fear that they will prove too small for the proper custody of the 

many prisoners, who will daily be committed in those districts. And because it 
may have been an inevitable necessity which led to the use of the present station- 

houses in those districts, we forbear from comment. The character of our city 
would be certainly prejudiced by their use for a day longer than may be necessary. 

The Debtors’ Jailin New York, is situated in Eldridge street. The buiiding 
was formerly used for a watch-house, but not being needed for that purpose, 
‘was appropriated for the safe-keeping of debtors. It might have been antici- 

pated that it would prove an unsuitable place for the confinement of those, whose 

only offence was inability to pay what they owed. The only purpose of such 
a place is safe keeping. Conviction, reformation, improvement, is no part of the 
system. The creditor takes the body of the debtor, in those cases where the 
remedy still rernains, and is allowed to confine him; but beyond that, there is no 

* necessity, nor any justification for prison discipline. But the Jailin Eldridge street 

is a place of suffering, and a standing monument of public injustice: The prison 
occupies the second story. A corridor 50 feet long, by 6 feet wide, extends 
the entire depth of the building. On each side are built cells, in which the 

prisoners sleep. In the day time, and while they behave well, they are allowed 

the use of the corridor. If noisy, or disobedient, they are sonetimes confin~ 

ed for days in their cells. There are 10 of them, of which 8 are 6 1-2 feet 

deep, by 5 1-2 feet wide, and 3 are 10 feet by 7. The cells are closed with 
massive wooden doors, and have no window, or other opening, except a grated 
aperture communicating with each adjoining cell. In each cell is one, and in 
some of the small ones, are two beds. At present there are 3 cells, in each of 

which two persons sleep. 
At one end of the corridor is the water-closet; and this too is the place for 

washing. A Croton water-pipe, immediately over the seat, affords the only 

means which the debtor has either of quenching his thirst or of washing him- 

self. Thither male and female, white and black, without any screen of decency 
other than the closet door, are forced to repair, and in the gradual loss of deli- 
cacy, moral and physical, atone for the crime of debt. 

The fare is the same as that allowed at the House of Detention, and the 

prisoners have the option of taking their meals, either on their beds, on they 
benches, or on a narrow shelf put up in the corridor for that purpose. 
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We have called this prison a monument of public injustice. It is chargeable 
to the city generally. The Sheriff is allowed no other place, and has no means 

of improving this. While public sentiment continues so torpid with respect to 
the care of prisoners, no amelioration can be expected. Grand Jurors may 

present, and charitable individuals may give their sympathy in vain. The pub- 
lic authorities alone can act, and public opinion alone will act on them. 

The Brooklyn prison is at the same time debtors’ jail, house of detention, and 

prison. Persons arrested upon civil process, persons committed for trial, and 
convicts sentenced for not longer than six months, are sent there. In addition to 

these, is a number of witnesses, committed by the United States Courts, until 

the trials at which they may be wanted. 

The building of which the prison is a part, is situated in the outskirts of the 

city, and presents a very imposing front in the Gothic style, extending 95 feet. 
The principal prison is built of granite, in three stories. Corridors, 114 feet 

long and 5 feet wide, extend through each story, and the cells are built upon 
one side. There are 42 of them; and they measure 11 feet in length, 6 feet 

in breadth, and are 10 feet in height. They are generally well lighted, the 

outer wall not seriously impeding the light. The windows are 2 feet Jong by 
4 inches wide, aud are grated on the inside. A long pipe with a funnel leading 
into it, affords the convenience necessary to the natural wants; and water for 

drinking and washing, is introduced by means of a faucet leading from a pipe, 
that runs along the corridor on the outside of the cell. The cells are heated 
by pipes filled with heated water. Each is furnished with a bed of pine wood, 
a straw mattress, and blankets. The doors are double, and of iron. The inside 

door is of grating, to the distance of sometimes one-half, sometimes one-third, 

from the bottom, and has, besides, an aperture in the upper part, large enough 

to hand the prisoner's meals through. The outer door is solid. 

In these cells, persons detained for trial on criminal charges, and convicts, are, 

confined. About half the cells were occupied by more than one person to 
each. In the lower tier, blacks, male and female, are confined. The prison- 

ers are not allowed to leave their cells, and, therefore, no classification is 

attempted. Still, they do find opportunities of conversing, and the pipes offer 

the same facilities here as in the New York House of Detention. 

In another part of the building, is a department allotted to white females. 
It consists of fourteen cells, opening into a large and well-lighted room. The 
cells are 8 feet by 5 feet, and are closed with dours of iron grating. There is 
a want of ventilation, which makes the air very close, especially as there is no 

water-closet, or other means of carrying off offensive matter. In every other 

respect, it is as neat and cheerful as a prison can be made. 

The prisoners on civil process, and witnesses, are kept in another part of the 
building, in two large rooms, which are in every respect comfortable, and suffi- 

ciently well furnished. 
Your Committee have thus described the condition of the department. in 

which their daties have been exercised, and have endeavoured to point out 

some of the many existing evils, and to suggest the remedies. It remains only 

to state what they have done durjng the year. 

We have been in the frequent habit of visiting the prisons in New York, and 
of observing their condition. Every facility has been afforded us by the princi-  
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pal keepers in the prosecution of our labours, and all the necessary information 
cheerfully afforded. Thus, an organ of communication between the prisoner 
and the public has been maintained, and much valuable experience as to the 
working of our prison discipline, in regard to detention, has been gained. Where 
a case has come under our notice, requiring attention, it has been attended to; 

and where the usual course of the criminal Courts has seemed calculated to do 

harm to the individual, it has, in some instances, been suspended, and the discre- 

tion of the Court has been directed to the production of good. Boys of tender 
age have been counselled and warned. Parents have been visited at their 

. homes, and informed, sometimes for the first time, of the crimes and imprison- 

ment, and impending doom of their young children. Counsel has been secured 
to the helpless in many instances, and when the offence has been slight, and 
the injurious course of punishment has been obvious, legal rights have been 
insisted on successfully. But your Committee have been careful to distinguish 
the cases where their interference would probably be ultimately useful, from 
those where the only result would be securing the liberation of the prisoner. 
Where it seemed probable that punishment would be productive of good, no 
attempt has been made to prevent it, nor has any inquiry been made into the 
means of the defence. We have not considered our duty to be that of legal 
counsel, so much as that of friends. 

Particular instances may be usefully given, as illustrative of our course, but 
they form only a part of what has been done, and that has been but little, com- 

pared with what might have been done under other circumstances. 
W. G., a boy of sixteen years, stole from his employers. A few minutes 

after being committed, he was visited by one of your Committee, and coun- 
selled, and the truth elicited. His entire seclusion was secured by representa- 

tions to the keeper. His friends, in another part of the state, were written to. 
He was supplied with books, and every attempt was made to produce a salutary 
“effect on his mind. On his trial he was induced to avow the truth. The Court 
was addressed in his favour, and their judgment suspended. The same day he 
was sent out of the city, and supplied with means of reaching his friends. 

C. M., aged eleven years, stole five dollars. He had absented himself from 
home for a week previous. He was induced to confess his crime. His parents 

were informed of his situation, and brought to see him. They were advised as 

to the proper influences to address to him, and were aided and encouraged in 
their efforts to awaken him to a sense of his wrong, and were advised as to the 

most effectual means of procuring his release. 
J. T., a girl of seventeen years old, had been brought to prison from a brothel, 

where she had gone upon her mother’s procurement. She was younger in 
mind than in years, but well educated, and fitted to adorn society. She was 

persuaded not to go back to her former life, and was encouraged to hope for 
friends, and self-respect. Prayer was taught to her lips, long strangers to it, 
and for her despair, the promises of mercy were substituted. After much 
labour and discouragement, amid threats from her mother, and fears of her 
own weakness, she has been preserved four months from pollution, and is now 
placed with a most careful and exemplary family in the country, who have 
devoted themselves with affection, and courage, to effect her entire recovery, 
and write frequently the most cheering accounts of her improvement. 
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C. S. was a German woman of sixty years of age, and was imprisoned for 
non-payment of $22 costs. She had been imprisoned four months when your 

Committee found her. She had no friends who could pay her small debt; her 

ereditor was inexorable, and his lawyer would not interfere. Time wore on 

without relief. The poor old woman, shut up with the male prisoners, and 

debarred from communication with her fellow prisoners, was, in her utter 

helplessness, her tears, and her trust in her Bible, a picture of the too frequent 

combination of age and want. Your Committee, having exhausted every other 

remedy, procured bail for her, and she was liberated. 

B. G., a sea captain, fifty years of age, was confined at the private suit of an 
individual, and on a suit of the United States, for an infraction of the revenue 

laws. which had been instituted at the information of the same individual. A 
stranger, and without means, he remained in prison during some of the hottest 

weather of the past summer, without the slightest prospect of relief, except 
from charitable interposition. Your Committee petitioned the Secretary of the 
Treasury at Washington, and negotiated with the creditor here. Finally, 

after weeks of delay, and about fifty calls at different offices, they succeeded, 
by the kindness of the United States District Attorney, in this city, in obtaining 
his discharge from the arrest in the penal suit; and finally, after the poor captain 
had been stripped of even the shadow of property, they procured his release 

by the individual creditor. 
Andrew Kleim, a German, about forty years of age, burnt a woman to death, 

im the sixteenth ward, under circumstances of horrible cruelty. Your Com- 

mittee visited him, and became satisfied that he was deranged in his intellect. 
They procured physicians to visit him, and were confirmed by their report. 

They stated his case to the Hou. J. W. Edmonds, the Circuit Judge, and en- 

listed his sense of duty. He requested additional examinations, by medical 
men, and instituted new tests of his sanity. At his trial, able counsel were ap- . 
pointed for him, who brought such indubitable evidence of his insanity before 
the jury, that he was acquitted, and sent to the State Lunatic Asylum, at 

Utica, where he now remains, in a condition of unequivocal insanity, as 

recently reported by the inspectors and physician of that institution. In 
this case your Committee would remark, that, through the whole trial and 
the examinations as to the prisoner’s sanity, the keepers of the prison were 
against the supposition of insanity; from which it may be inferred, with proba- 
ble justice, that but for the exertions of this Committee, and the careful exam- 

inations instituted by the Judge, the unhappy man might have shared the fate 
of many whose apparent derangement has been attributed to cunning. 

These instances will suffice to give a general idea of the character of the 
labours of your Committee. A great many more might be adduced, in which 
their exertions have been more or less useful, but their recital would be of no 

benefit. But to show that these are only individuel cases, and few of many, we 

may add, that in the class of juvenile offenders, out of seventy-three cases, 

forty-eight, by strict attention to their legal rights, or more often, by consulta- 
tion with the proper authorities, were discharged without the brand of crime, 
with the door of reformation left open, and often with friendly and parental ad- 
monitions of the evil, to recall them to the paths of virtue. In concluding this 

report, however, your Committee wish to say, that they have done very little, 

10  
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compared with the work that was to be done; and that where they have been 
the instruments of public justice in one case, ten cases have happened where 

the public injustice could not be prevented. Your Committee is composed of 
men engaged in active business. They are not able to devote their whole, or 
even much time to the subject, and that subject is inexhaustible. The prisons 
under our charge are always full, and the vacancies created by discharges or 
convictions, are filed up by new arrests and commitments. Day after day the 
flood of vice and poverty sweeps by the prison’s ever open doors, and every set- 

ting sun leaves some new inmates to tremble in its solitary cells. Every case 
requires attention, and no attention will be availing that is not continued. The 

influence of advice is lost if not repeated, the warmth of sympathy is chilled if 
left too long; and the actual business of this effort at relief requires a great deal 
of time. Old cases are discharged; the prisoner now free requires to be sus- 
tained in his efforts to do well;—new cases come in; they are to be inquired 
into; advice is wanted; information must be had ;—the courts are almost con- 

stantly in session; counsel must be present ;—cases are frequently delayed and 
adjourned ; they must be followed up ;—great. care is required ; opposite lawyers 
are watching for mistakes ;—different prisons are to be visited ; persons residing 
at a distance must be seen, and engagements must be continually made for con- 
tinual new calls :—in fine, the labour of attending to the business your Commit- 
tee undertook, would occupy as many individuals, otherwise unoccupied, as 
those who now engage in it in their leisure hours. The consequence is, that 
much has noi been done which ought to have been done. Much wrong has 
been committed which ought to have been prevented. Many cases of injustice 
have passed unremedied, and hundreds have been carried on in the career of 
wrong, who might have been checked. 

The remedy that your Committee recommend for this evil, is the appoint- 

ment of a permanent agent, for the prisons of New York and Brooklyn, whose 
business shall be to visit the prisons daily, and devote his whole time te the good © 
of the prisoners—advising them, procuring them counsel where it may be 
proper, and, in criminal cases, interceding with the Courts, when the age, or 
the previous character of the offenders, may render the expediency of the or- 
dinary modes of punishment doubtful. For advice or assistance of any kind, 
he will always have a right to call on this Committee; and in this way their 
important duties will be faithfully and effectually performed. Your Committee 
have no doubt of the necessity of this appointment, and believe that the public 
will sustain it, as a partial means of discharging its long-neglected debt to the 
prisoner. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
CLARKSON CROLIUS, Chairman. 

New York, December 1, 1845.   
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MR. DUER’S SPEECH. 

Mr. Duer, being called on by the President, as Chairman of the 

Committee on Prison Discipline, spoke as follows: 

There are but few words, Mr. President, that I mean to say, or in fact, as 
Chairman of the Committee, have a right to speak; for, although I have not 

been indifferent to the duties of the Committee, nor wholly negligent in their 
discharge, yet I must confess, that it is by other gentlemen belonging to the 

Committee that the most important and valuable portion of our Jabours has been 
performed. I shall, therefore, Jeave it to the gentleman who is to follow me, 
the Secretary of the Committee, to explain, in detail, what has been the nature 
of our labours, the object to which they have been directed, and the result they 
have attained. The remarks J intend to submit will be of a general nature. 

There is no exaggeration, sir, in saying that there are no objects, none what- 
ever, that demand more imperatively the attention and study of the legislator, 
or claim more entirely, more absolutely, not simply the attention, but the devo- 
tion, of the philanthropist and the Christian, than those that this, our Society, 
seeks to accomplish—-—the diminution, the prevention of crime, and the reform 
of the criminal. In the field of exertion that these objects present and open, 
all the highest and noblest faculties of our minds may find an adequate and full 
employment; all the purest and holiest affections of our nature be called into 
exercise, until transient emotion shall become fixed disposition, and desultory 
effort, systematic action. Let it not be said, Mr. President, that the hopes on 
which our Association is built—our hopes, that much good may be done; that 
great, and extensive, and permanent good may be accomplished by our efforts— 
Jet it not be said, that these hopes are visionary and delusive. Such js not the 
fact. ‘The assertion is not true. Much good has already been done, and far 
greater remains in prospect; and if we are true to ourselves, true to the con- 
victions that hitherto have animated and sustained us, much that remains in 
prospect is certain to be accomplished. It is, indeed, a libel on Providence, a 
practical denial of the moral government of the world, to assert that the efforts 
of benevolence—of consistent, enlightened, and systematic benevolence—of be- 
nevolence, acting under the guidance of calm reason and sober judgment, can 
ever prove entirely abortive. It is not the will of Providence that such efforts, 
so directed, should be wholly fruitless, and, in fact, they never are so. Those 
who engage with activity and zeal in the duties of benevolence, often meet with 
difficulties that startle, alarm, and, for a time, discourage them. They often 
meet with disappointments of the most painful nature, that for a time cast a 
gloom over their minds, and threaten to sink them into utter despondency ; but 
they do not sink. They rise again, strengthened by their trials. They rise 
again, more thoughtful, more patient, and more resolved. Their trials are the 
winds that shake the branches above, but root the tree more firmly in the soil. 
They constitute that school of experience, in which true wisdom is learned, and 
faith’ is strengthened, and courage is invigorated, and the flame of a bright and 
an abiding hope at last enkindled. Yes, sir, those who are devoted and zealous 
in the labours of charity and love, in the result, are certain to find—ia the re- 
sult, have abundant and conclusive evidence, that itis the designs of Providence 
that they have been selected to fulfil ; and, humble instruments as they are, that 

they are executing His will by whom their lot was appointed. However ob- 
scure, and feeble, and insignificant these efforts may seem to the world at large— 
with whatever contempt and disdain the sensual, the ambitious, and the proud 

may regard them ;—they know—they have the evidence of facts, and the evi- 
dence of consciousness—that their labours are not fruitless, but blessed—bless- 
ed in their motives and in their result, blessed to others, and blessed thrice 

blessed to themselves.  



76 SECOND REPORT OF THE [1845, 

It is true, Mr. President, that the reports of our Society, those that have been 
read, and those that remain to be read, disclose a mass of evil to be resisted and 
overcome—-a solid accumulation of abuses, that must be attacked, and, if possi- 
ble, scattered and swept away. They disclose a mass of evil—an accumulation 
of abuses, that it is fearful to contemplate. But shall we therefore shrink from 
that contemplation in dismay and despair? Shall we seek a refuge in selfish 
indolence from the painful thoughts that the existence and magnitude of the 
abuses that we are forced to consider, and called to resist, will be certain to cre- 

ate? Notso, sir; God forbid! Selfishness and indolence will afford no refuge 
to those who know their duty, and have the means of performing it; and it is 
at their own peril that they seek the refuge. It is at our own peril that we 
forbid to flow those currents of the soul that give life to ourselves, and life to 
those around us ;—at our own peril, that we suffer the living waters to be con- 
verted into a stagnant pool, corrupting all that is within, and infecting the atmo- 
sphere without. We may escape the conviction, if we please; yet the truth is 
certain, there is a curse, a blight upon those who know their duty, and have the 
means of performing it; but from the dread of failure, or the love of ease, in- 
stead of listening to, and obeying, resist and silence the voice of conscience ;— 
instead of following, suppress and quench the divine promptings of benevo- 
lence ;—of that which alone deserves the name, self-denying and self-sacrificing 
benevolence. Such has not hitherto been our course—such, I fervently hope 
and trust, will not be our course. No, sir; the existence and the magnitude of 
the abuses that we have discovered, and are called to resist; the difficulty of 
the remedy to be applied ; the extent and arduous nature of the reforms to be 
accomplished ;—these considerations, instead of reducing us to inaction and des- 
pair, should stimulate us, and J trust will stimulate us to renewed exertion— 
‘will stimulate and nerve us to increased activity. We know that the inactivity 
of those who believe in the existence of these evils, and the necessity of a re- 
medy, by their indifference and apathy, are not simply blameworthy, but crim- 
inal. From this guilt our consciences, I trust, will be clear. 

If I shall now be asked, sir, what is the object of these remarks? te 
what purpose these observations are directed? my reply is prompt and 
unhesitating. My observations are addressed to all who are present. They 
are designed to act on the individual conscience of every man, and of every 
woman that hears me. What is your duty and mine, and we confess to be 
such, is equally the duty of all. None who listen to the reports of this Society, 
and believe in the substantial truth of the representation of facts that they 
contain, can longer shelter themselves from the claims of duty, under the plea 
of ignorance. We now know that the abuses that exist in our prisons,—I speak 
more especially of our city prisons :—the foul and loathsome Penitentiary; the 
still more foul and loathsome Tombs ;—we know that these abuses are frightful, 
appalling, almost unexampled, and in all their atrocity, quite unutterable ; and 
now, that these abuses are exposed and known, if they are still to be tolerated 
in a Christian community, every one who is silent and passive, who fails to 
denounce and resist, to expose and counteract them, will share the guilt of then 
continuance. We now know that our prisons, instead of being places of salu- 
tary restraint, and rigid, but useful discipline, are schools of infamy, of corrup- 
tion, of vice in its most disgusting and horrid forms. We know that their 
wretched inmates, instead of being awakened to a sense of their degradation 
and misery, and, perhaps, inspired with the hope of amendment and recovery, 
are subject to an influence that, by an infallible process, hardens them in their 
iniquity ; and when they are released, throws them back upon society, more 
accomplished than ever in the arts, more determined than ever in their purposes 
of villainy. 

The Tombs! an awful name, but how appropriate, how descriptive, how 
significant! The Tombs! where living men are buried, and by a refinement 
of cruelty, the living are chained to the dying and the dead, until the whole 

become one mass of moral putrefaction. The Tombs! whence those who 
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were buried, issue forth again, speakin . and moving as men, and bearing 
the form of humanity; but with death—death spiritual and finai—with death 
stamped on their visages, and reigning in their souis. These are strong words, 
sir, but they are not stronger than the occasion demands, not stronger than 
the truth requires, not stronger,-—not half so strong, as the claims of that duty, 
which our knowledge of the truth imposes. 

Teall then upon all who are present, on each individual man, and woman, 
upon all who are not already members of this Society,—I call! upon them, not 
in the language of entreaty, not as an appeal to their charity, but im the dis- 
charge of an imperative duty, to come forward and enrol their names, and give 
us their aid as members of this Society—The immediate active duties of the 
Society, those that the constitution intrusts to the Executive Committee, must 
of necessity devolve on a few individuals, and, indeed, from the nature of these 
duties, there are only a few who can be found, that are at once willing and able 
to discharge them. But although the labours of the Society must be performed 
by a few, it is upon the public —the public at Jarge, that the Society must rely for 
its establishment and support. In plain words, it is the public that must supply, 
and ought to supply, the necessary funds. The experience of the past year has 
satisfied the Executive Committee, that we ought no longer to depend upon 
occasional supplies, and temporary contributions. If the Society is ever to be 
established on a solid basis, if it is ever to flourish as it ought to flourish, we 
must have a certain, adequate, and reliable income; and it is only from an 
increase, and a large increase of our annual subscriptions, that this necessary 
and adequate income can be derived. It is this increase, therefore, of our 
annual subscriptions, that I now most respectfully, but most earnestly urge, by 

calling again upon all who are present,—who take any interest in our proceed- 
ings, who approve of what has been done, und desire to see accomplished that 
which we propose to do; to come forward, and by their subscriptions, give us 
the necessary assurance of their countenance and support. 

 



SECOND REPORT OF THE 

REPORT 

OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRISON DISCIPLINE. 

TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE PRISON ASSOCIATION : 

The Prison Discipline Committee report, that the sphere of their use- 

fulness has been materially circumscribed during the past year, by the 

_ failure of the application to the Legislature for a charter, conferring upon 

the Association those important powers which are so indispensable for 

its successful operation. This failure, to whatever cause attributable, 

bas in a measure paralyzed the efforts of this department ; and any at- 

tempt to render it of very essential service, until clothed with proper le 

gal authority, will, it is believed, be attended with constantly increasing 

difficulties. The nature of our investigations, and the wide field of obser- 

vation which we propose to occupy, embracing the supervision of the 

internal organization and management of prisons, and the comparison 

of prison systems and reforms, imperiously demand a more minute and 

searching examination than is allowed to the ordinary visiter. This 

Committee therefore would urge upon the Association, the importance of 

taking immediate measures for the purpose of obtaining the necessary 

legal powers, at the earliest moment after the opening of the coming ses- 

sion of the Legislature. Though labouring under a difficulty of this na- 

ture, and being further embarrassed by the limited number of those wil- 

ling to engage in the duties of this Committee ; we have, nevertheless, 

been in active operation, and submit the annexed facts and suggestions 

as the result of our investigation. 

Immediately after the organization of the Committee, its attention was 

directed to an examination of the City Penitentiary ; and the first public 

act of this Committee was, to report upon the then condition of Black- 

well’s Island. As this report presents a very accurate account of its 

situation at the commencement of our labours, we have thought proper 

to introduce it here, that the Association may be the better enabled to 

mark its future progress. 

TO THE PRISON DISCIPLINE COMMITTEE : 

The Committee appointed to examine the City Penitentiary, report, that 
they visited Blackwell’s Island on the 21st March, for the purpose of investiga- 
ting the actual condition of the prison ; and having, through the courtesy of the 
Deputy Superintendent, been allowed to examine, not only the prison itself, but 

- the books and documentary evidence of its present condition, feel it a duty they 
_ owe themselves and the public, to report their conviction that abuses exist, 
*. affecting both the character of our city and the mofal and physical well-being 

V 
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of those held in confinement. A thorough investigation of the condition of 
so extensive an establishment, would require more time than the Committee 
could devote to the subject—still, facts lymg on the surface, were sufficiently 
glaring, to convince even a superficial observer, that a thorough and radical 
change is needed, as well in the system itself, as inthe management. The first 
inquiry that naturally suggested itself, was in relation to the number under 
confinement, and the causes of their commitment. - According to the return ot. 

March 21st, made by the Superintendent to the Alms House Commissioners, 
the whole number of convicts was 1146, of which 286 males and 61 females, 
were what are termed Court convicts, and 306 males and503 females were what 
are called Police convicts; or im other words those who, having no visible means 
of subsistence, have been convicted on their own confessions as vagrants. The 
number of prisoners appears to have been on the decrease since February last, 
when it amounted to 1256, viz. 221 white and 78 black male Court convicts, and 
294 white and 20 black female Court convicts; 518 white and 34 black female, 
and 221 white and 78 black male Police convicts. The commitments for the win- 
ter months appear uniformly greater than for the summer months—the whole 
number of prisoners in one week of last summer, falling as low as 748. The 
second subject of investigation, was the manner of commitment, and in this 
seems to be the first great source of most of the evils and abuses which we 
shall notice. Out of the 1146, now inmates of the Penitentiary, 809 are Police 
convicts, and of these, nearly three-quarters of the females, and half the males 
were committed on their own confession, principally because they were infect- 
ed with a loathsome disease, thus perverting the Penitentiary trom its legiti- 
mate objects, and making it the great Venercal Hospital of the city. The atten- 
tion of the Committee was particularly directed to this subject, by the printed 
forms of commitment, many of which were as follows: 

A. B. being a vagrant, viz. being without means of support, and having con- 
tracted an infectious disease, viz. the venereal disease, requiring charitable aid |, 
to restore her to health, whereof she was convicted on her own confession, &c. 

But whatever may be the opinion in reference to those who, by their 
own confessions, are committed for profligacy and dissoluteness of character, 
there can, we think, be but one opinion in regard to a great number of cases of 
individuals, free from other contamination than that of poverty, who, in the 
hurry of business at our Police Offices, are made to swell the calendar of crime, 
and increase the evils of our overloaded Penitentiary. These cases seem to be 
attended with peculiar hardships in the first instance, from the moral effect of a 
commitment of a purely unfortunate human being, to a receptacle of crime, 
and secondly, from the contamination which unrestrained intercourse with 
the profligate and abandoned, is too sure to produce. The intelligent Deputy 
Superintendent assured the Committee that it was his deliberate conviction, 
that many inmates who had previously Jed comparatively pure lives, had gone 
out corrupted, and become prostitutes and thieves afterwards. The Committee 
next directed their attention to the accommodations of the prison, convinced 
that upon the nature of these the future government of the prison must to a great 
degree depend. ‘The inadequacy of accommodation is sufficiently apparent from 
the fact, that there are only 496 cells for the use of 1146 prisoners—that these 
cells are but 4 by 8 feet in area, with an average height of between 7 and 
8 feet. The general arrrangement of each cell is such as to admit of only a 
bank or bed, about 2 1-2 feet wide, upon which two persons are expected to 
sleep, the head of the one corresponding with the feet of the other ; and some 
of the cells have been necessarily further burdened by the intrusion of third 

persons, who of course must sleep upon the floor. The over-crowded state of 
the prisons has compelled the keepers to appropriate the 2d floor of a building, 
Just north of the prison, to the accommodation of the convicts, and here, congre- 
gated in a room 35 by 70 feet in area, were found 70 persons breathing a luath- 
some and pestilential atmgsphere, made still more noxious by the use of an 
overheated stove. In thidagoom, the prisoners are confined during the night  



80 SECOND REPORT OF THE [1845 

with closed doors and windows, and no other merns of ventilation than is 
afforded by a tolerably well-lighted room. Around the sides of the room are 
two tiers of bunks, ia which the prisoners stow themselves at night, as best they 
may. In connexion with the accommodations of the prison, it may be proper 
to notice the subject of ventilation, which, in the present crowded state of the 
prison, appears to be entirely inadequate to a proper consideration for the 
health of the prisoners. The only means of ventilation, apparent to the 
undersigned, were a number of holes about 2 1-2 inches square, at the upper 
part of each door, through which alone light, heat, and fresh air are admitted. 
The next object of inquiry was in relation to the discipline of the establishment. 

It is so manifest from what has been already stated, as hardly to require re- 
mark, that there can be little or no opportunity for the exercise of any thing 
like reformative discipline ; and this is further evident from the fact, that there 
exists no classification of the prisoners whatever. The young and the old, the 
novice in crime, the mere vagrant, and the hardened reprobate, are all thrown 
promiscuously together by night as well as by day ; and it was particularly evi- 
dent, even during our short visit, that too many opportunities exist for a promis- 
cuous intercourse of the sexes. Tt was a matter of surprise and astonishment 
to the Committee, that not a single matron or nurse is provided for the female 
department, except such as are taken from among the convicts; this depart- 
ment being under the sole charge of male keepers, and at night watched by 
male guards, who freely communicate with females selected from among the 
prisoners to wait on such as may be taken sick during the night. Intimately 
connected with the discipline of the establishment, is the fact, that while the 
keeper and his deputy receive their appointment from the Common Council, 
the assistants are appointed by the Alms House Comunissioners, the superin- 
tendent having thus, in effect, no control over them. Under such a system, it is 

perhaps only wonderful that so few abuses actually exist. 
The hospital of the establishment came next under the observation of the 

Committee ; and while we bear testimony to the general appearance of clean- 
liness, good order, and comfort everywhere existing throughout the female de- 
partment, (we are sorry we cannot say the same of the male,) we are constrain- 
ed to express our conviction, that some properly-qualified medical attendant 
should be resident upon the island, or visit it daily, and not that two hundred and 
thirty-three prisoners, the number now in the hospital, should be left to the ex- 

periments of Tyros in medicine, or, at best, mere students, with only an occa- 
sional visit, once or twice a week, from the resident physician. It further ap- 
peared to the undersigned, that the number of keepers and guards were totally 
inadequate to the present necessities of the prison; tho whole number of 
keepeys amounting to only ten, and the guard to only six. he Committee 
were zratified to remark, that the prison was freely supplied with Bibles, Tracts, 
and other books of a moral and religious tendency, and they are informed that 
on the Sabbath the convicts are sedulously brought under religious teaching ; but 
it is a subject of deep regret that there is no provision for ordinary instruction. 
In conclusion, it is the conviction of the Committee, that the evils of the system 
depend generally on the over-crowded state of the prison—the conversion, in 
part, of a criminal establishment into a venereal hospital—the custom of sending 
to the Penitentiary as vagrants many who would scem to be fitter objects for our 
Alms House—the method of appointing the keepers—the impossibility, under 
existing circumstances, of classification and separation, and the habit of detaching 
certain portions of the prisoners to attend in the hospital and Alms House, where 
they are left in unrestrained intercourse with one another. These abuses seem 
to attach solely to the system; and the undersigned, while they bear testimony 
to the urbanity of the officers, are willing to believe that they do all that men 
can do, in their position, to remedy the abuses complained of. 

B. F. BUTLER, R. N, HAVEN, 
JOHN DUER, W. YF CHANNING, 

JOHN D. RUSS. #~ 
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As a consequence of this report, we are happy to state, that matrons 

have been appointed for the female department, and the power of ap- 

pointing assistant keepers transferred from the Commissioners of the Alms 

House to the principal keeper. 

On the 24th of last July a second Committee was appointed to examine 

the condition of the Penitentiary, and the result of their labours is embo- 

died in the following report: 

The Committee appointed fur the purpose of visiting the City Prisons, and 
Penitentiary, report: 

That they have in part performed that duty, by spending the most of July 
25th on Blackwell’s Tsland, and the Long Island Farms. They were accom- 
panied by Mrs. G. W. Hatch and Mrs. Fitch, of the female department, end 
were treated with great kindness and attention by the officers at the Alms 
House and Penitentiary; every facility was afforded for making the most 
thorough investigation, and the tollowing is a brief’ statement of the result. 

THE NUMBER OF PRISONERS. 
The whole number of prisoners on the 25th July was 963 416 males, and 

547 females. 
The numbers for the previous six months were as follows: 
In January, 1206 - - 629 males, - - 577 females. 
*« February, 1256 - - ool - - 595 “ 

March, 1146 - - 592 - - 554 
April, 817 - - 427 - - 390 
May, 771 - - 408 - - 363 
June, 861 - - 453 6 - - 408 

Making an average of the whole number of 1,002 prisoners. 
This prison is, theretore, the largest and most important in the United States, 

and is exceeded only by a very tew in any part of the world. 

THE CHARACTER OF THE PRISONERS. 
The general character of the offences is comprehended in stealing, disorderly 

conduct, (including riots, and assault and battery,) and vagrancies. 
The prisoners are divided into two classes: those that are tried in the Court 

of Sessions, and duly sentenced; and those who are committed by the Police 

Magistrates. 
There are at this time 666 prisoners thus committed by the Police Magis- 

trates, principally for vagrancy- 
Unlike any other prison, of which we have any knowledge, used for the 

confinement of both sexes, the number of females is nearly equal to that of the 
males. For the last six months the average number of males was 506, of 
females, 502. 

One hundred and one, or about one-ninth of the whole number, are coloured 
people. 

Most of the prisoners are of foreign birth. Owing to a want of time, and 
some defects in the books of the institution, this could not be ascertained with 
precise accuracy, We are able, however, to approximate to the truth in saying, 

that after the “ Court Prisoners,” that is, those who are tried and sentenced by 
the Sessions, over one half, both males and females, are of foreign birth, And 
of the “vagrants,” more than two-thirds of the males, and nearly two-thirds of 
the females are also foreigners. In other words, of the whole number of 963 

now in custody, about 615 are foreigners, and 348 native born. 
Of the large number of females now in confinement, 519 are committed for 

“vagrancy,” but are in fact either diseased, destitute, or abandoned ;—only 

28 females being committed for other crimes, or about one in sixteen of all the 
il  
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convictions for crimes,—a proportion which justly compares with the relative 

number of female offenders in the state at large. 

Very many of the females are sent to the Penitentiary at their own request. 

“Being sick,” as they call it, they “give themselves up.” By means of this, 

the prison is, to the extent of nearly one-fourth of its inmates, converted into a 

hospital for the reception of dissolute persons, suffering under loathsome disease. 

Several of the prisoners, both male and female, are old and infirm in body or 

in mind, and are sent to the prison as to an asylum, and not for the purposes 

either of punishment or reformation ; and are far more fit subjects for an alms 

house than a prison. Some of these, though the time of their committals can- 

not generally exceed six months, have, as we were informed, been residents at 

the prison for years, making it their home and their only home. We were not 

able to ascertain the number included in this description, but it is evidently large 

aud inereasing, and soon will, if it does not already, amount to fifty persons. 

We found, also, that it was not of unfrequent occurrence, that prisoners re- 

mained in confinement after the expiration of their terms of imprisoument. 

This, of course, depends on the option of the prisoner ; and there being no 

account kept of those who are daily entitled to their discharge, a prisoner can, 

if he pleases, be thus for some time supported at the public expense. To what 

extent this abuse prevails we had not time to ascertain, but we could discover 

bo precautions to prevent its being carried to an inconvenient extent. 

DISCIPLINE AND GOVERNMENT. 

The prison is constructed on the plan of the “ Silent System,” involving 

separate confinement at night, and labour in common by day; and requiring, in 

the day time, a most vigilant and careful watch to prevent Intercourse between 

the prisoners. That watchfulness is essential to the very existence of the sys- 
tem, and without it, all the evils of the old-fashioned prisons must exist in the 

fullest extent. 
We were extremely pained to perceive, in this prison, an almost total ab- 

sence of this indispensable watchfulness : 
The number of keepers is only twenty; a force utterly inadequate to the 

attainment of this object : 
The number of sleeping rooms, or separate cells, is only about five hundred, 

and, as a matter of course, several must sleep together : 
And we observed, wherever we went, the utmost freedom of intercourse be- 

tween the prisoners, both mule and female, tolerated. 
Only two matrons are employed among the female prisoners, a number far 

too small to produce the necessary watchfulvess, even if their time were not 
almost exclusively engrossed in superintending the labour, and caring for the 
sick. 

Several of the keepers are employed rather as mechanics than as watchmen, 
and are frequently compelled to leave their gangs without any overseer. {n- 
deed, so little attention is paid to this most essential feature of prison discipline, 
that one of the keepers is foo deaf to hear or detect ordinary conversation. 
‘And we saw in one of the workshops a visiter freely conversing with the pris- 
oners, and he and they were discussing matters with as much absence from res- 

traint as could be found in any workshop in the city. 
The result must inevitably be, that the prison, instead of being a Penitentiary— 

a place where the vicious may be reclaimed or punished—becomes a school of 
vice, where the old offender hardens and perfects in crime the newly initiated, 
and where the process of mutual corruption goes on, not only without restraint, 
but actually with the fostering care of the officers of justice. 

Years have now passed since philanthropists, in all parts of the civilized world, 
have united in condemning the practice of imprisonment in common, and there 
is scarcely a government, either in Europe or in this country, that has not adopt- 
ed measures to correct its manifold evils. Yet this city, distinguished :1s it is 
for its enterprise, and its many noble charities, presents the extraordinary spec- 
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tacle of a prison, the largest on this continent, almost in the world, conducted 
upon principles which the wise and the good of all countries have united in con- 
demning ; which must promote, rather than punish, crime ; which must increase. 
rather than diminish, the number of offenders ; which is utterly destructive of 

all hopes of reformation; which involves the young and hardened offenders. 

the criminal and the destitute, in a common fate; and which renders the whole 
matter a continually-increasing burden upon the honest portion of the commu- 
nity. 

This sad state of things is by no means imputable to the officers of the pri- 
son. It would be impossible for them, however competent, to have it much 

otherwise. The evil is inherent in the whole system, as now established b 
our city authorities; and with them the remedy is to be found, and of them t 
must be asked. , 

It would perhaps be regarded as presumptuous for this Committee to dictate 
the nature of the remedy. Their duty may be regarded as performed, when 
they disclose the numerous and crying evils of the system as now conducted. 

There is, howev r, one glaring defect, which the Committee could hardl 
excuse themselves for omitting to notice, and that is, the want of some generst 

governing and supervisory power over the prison. 
The members of the Common Council are burthened already with too mam: 

and arduous duties, to expect that they can devote more than a passing attention 
to the matter. The Commissioner of the Alms House is similarly situated ; 
and, in consequence, the prison is permitted pretty much to govern itself, with 
no one to inspect it, no one to look out for abuses im those who manage it, and 
ho one to mature or carry out a plan of government that shall approach towards 
the end in view. 

The appointment of a Board, whose exclusive duty it should be to inspect and 
govern the prison, constituted, as it might be, of intelligent and disinterested 
citizens, would of itself remedy most of the ills now existing, and suggest such 
other corrections as might, in a brief period, make this prison an honour to our 
city, instead of being a source of deep mortification, as well as seriously inju- 
rious. 

LONG ISLAND FARMS. 

The Committee also visited the Child’s Hospital on Blackwell’s Island, and 
the schools on the Farms at Long Island. Almost 500 children are cared for 
in these institutions, 70 of whom are in the hospital. 

Here, too, we discovered the want of that guardian care, so essential to 
making this great charity as beneficial as it might be. 

_ With a few exceptions, all the persons in charge of these poor children, are 
either paupers from the Alms House, or convicts from the Penitentiary. ; 

At the children’s hospital, ten male and twenty female convicts are em- 
ployed. But we did not ascerfain how many paupers were engaged there and 
at the Farms. It seemed to us, however, exceedingly unfortunate, that these 
little children should receive their earliest and most enduring impressions from 
persons selected for the task, not because of their fitness, but because they bad 
been either criminal or dissolute. 

_ We were not, therefore, surprised to find the persons in charge of these 
little children, wholly unsuited to the task; and among the children themselves, 
a general air of depression, unhappiness, and fear. , 

Jn the hospital, we saw an attendant handle a weak and dying child, with 
no more regard for-its sufferings, than if it had been a stone as hard as her own 
heart; and we heard some of the other attendants scolding the children with 
loud and angry voices, and in language exceedingly vulgar and offensive. 

At the Farms, we saw-a crowd of little ones, nearly one hundred in number, 
and scarcely any of them over eight years of age, under the charge of a young 
girl of about eighteen, whose countenance was repulsive, and whose manner 

towards the children was very harsh. She carried a rattan in her hand, and  
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Grove the children about as she would sheep. Though narrowly watched, she 

was not observed once to smile, or speak a kind word. . 

Another gang was under the charge of a coarse and vulgar woman, in the 

uniform of the Alms House, who with loud scolding, and ina harsh manner, 

was driving her flock to play. They obeyed her. yet, while their hands and 

feet moved in the game, their faces showed too plainly that their hearts were 

filled with fear rather than gladness. 
Such was the general impression produced upon us, by the manner and 

appearance of these children. There was, however, one exception; a gang of 

elder boys, under the charge of a lame mun, while they seemed to be as well 

governed and as orderly as uny, they did not evince that continued dread, and 

that unhappy depression of spirits, that marked all the other children. 

It is evidently impracticable for the superintendent, or matron, to correct 

these evils. Chey must have assistance ; and as Jong as they are compelled by 

the city authorities to seek for their help in the Poor Louse and the Prison, 

they cun witness, but cannot correct the abuse. 

Until it shall be corrected, it appears to be inevitable, that these children, 

drawing thus their first impressions from such contaminated sources, are being 

educated rather to tenant our prisons, than to become useful menrbers of society. 

SANITARY CONDITION. 

To the casual observer, the appearance of the various apartments of the 

prison is clean and wholesome. We observed no collections of filth, either in 

or out doors, that could in any appreciable degree vitiate the ai and a judi- 

cious care appeared to be exercised by the officers to maintain this condition. 

A critical examination of the buildings and cells, has, however, wrought the 

conclusion, that there are some very important defects in the arrangements, the 

removal of which would add greatly to their good and healthy condition. There 

is an entire absence of ventilation in any of the cells, or any part of the Peni- 

tentiary buildings. By this we would be understood, no means whereby the 

air, rendered foul by respiration, perspiration, and other causes, can be with- 

drawn, as it should be, as fast as it is generated, in order to preserve the 

atmosphere in a state of purity. In the construction of the building, an attempt 

appears to have been made, by a vent-hole in the back wall, next the ceiling in 

each cell, to accomplish this important purpose ; but satisfactory tests assured 

us it is a complete failure, and the cells are wholly unventilated, except through 

the gratings of the doors, a plan well known to be utterly inadequate. Each 

cell will supply pure air to the lungs of its inmate, (supposing it is pure when 

he enters it, which it is not,) for a period of thirty minutes; he then begins to 

re-inhale the air, and it may easily be perceived that in the morning, atter 
twelve hours’ confinement, the atmosphere must be of a very offensive desevip- 

tion. The close attention of late years bestowed upon the evil effects of foul 

air, has developed the important fact, that many diseases, (especially scrotula 
and fevers,) have their origin in it alone, and that the bodily and mental suffer- 
ings produced by it are very great. Pure air is the immediate and incessant 
pabulum of life itself, and a privation of it is as deleterious as the indigestion of 

‘ 
bad food. 
We observed two cells, used for punishment, which are air tight, and per- 

fectly dark, the grating in the door being covered by a stout iron sheet. In 
these literally Black Holes, where nothing was to be seen but the bare floor and 
walls, we were told refractory convicts are sometimes confined, in utter dark- 
ness, for twenty-four, an’ :ometimes forty-eight hours, without: the least re- 

newal of air, except wher . :e door is partly opened to thrust in the meals. IE 
the keeper of a prison cannot be permitted to maim a convict for life, neither 
should he be allowed to subject him to such a horrible ordeal as this, inevitably 
sowing the seeds of disease, which half a lifetime of the best air and nourish- 
ment may not eradicate. 

It has ‘happened that the crowded state of the prison has obliged the con- 
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finement, in each little cell, of two. and sometimes three convicts. Two would 
then sleep on the bunk, and the other on the floor ;—a condition scarcely less 
oftensive than the Black Hole of Calcutta. ‘ 

; While it is due to truth to say, that the interior of the cells are well coated with 

lime-wash, and presented generally a cleanly aspect, a close examination gave 
too abundant evidence that disgusting vermin ‘had resisted all the attempts made 
to excominunicate them. A thorough veutilation would do much towards the 
abatement of that nuisance. 

The Female Penitentiary Hospital is a wooden building, situated at the south 
end of the Island—its different parts apparently erected at various times, and 
most awkwardly arranged for its purposes. It contained about 130 patients 
nearly all afflicted with the most loathsome scourge of humanity. , 

The ceilings ave low, and the rooms very fully occupied, with no apparent 
means of ventilation, except in warm weather by the windows and doors. Every 

thing appeared clean and well conducted, and the medical attendance judi 
cious, as far as we could observe. We could diseover no particular attention 
given to attempts at reforming this most degraded of all classes of humanity, 
thongh many little evidences were afforded that gentle and refined feelings had 
not wholly forsaken the frail daughters of vice, and leading us to believe that 
well-directed efforts, faithfully persevered in, might succeed in drawing some 
trom longer treading the paths of ruin. » 

‘To many persons it is a subject of surprise, that so large a number of aban- 
doned females should constantly be found on the Island, and especially in the 
hospital department of it. The Committee have taken some pains to look into 
this matter, with a view, if possible, to discover the mode in which an exhibi- 
tion, so terrible and extensive, of human degradation, is maintained ; and how it 
isthat the great expense of supporting and curing these miserable creatures, is 
thrown wholly upon the city ; for it is well known that they are generally com- 
mitted as vagrants only, assuming that appearance either voluntarily, or on 
compulsion of the brothel-keepers, solely tor the purpose of being relieved of 
the disease with which they are afilicted. Our inquiries have resulted in the 
following communication from a gentleman of veracity and philanthropy, whose 
vocation, that of a druggist, brings him into communication with many of this 
wretched class, who have freely informed him of the vile schemes used to 
detain them in the employ of those worst pests of society, the keepers of 
brothels. 

New York, August 1st, 1845. 
DEAR sIRi 

In reply to your inquiries, why the Penitentiary and Houses of Correction, at Black- 
well’s Island, contain so great 2 number of prostitites, the following facts may afford 
some explanation, It is a constaut and well-known practice o: the keepers of the 
houses of prostitution, im various parts of our city, particularly of the most abandoned 
and degraded portion of them, to look to Blackwell's Island as a place of refuge and 
last resort for the inmates of their establishments, in case of sickness and disease. 
Whenever any of their Boarders, (as they are termed.) become diseased, or unfit to do 
their part towards supporting the house, they are made to turn out into the streets 
after the night watch is set, and give themselves up as vagrants, when they are lodged. 
in the watch-house, and next morning sent to Blackwell’s Island for thirty or sixty 
days. Or if this plan dues not succeed, they are plied with liquor, (which they are 
more or less addicted to.) and when intoxicated they become noisy and quarrelsome 
and the poor wretches are soon arrested by the watch or police, as disturbers of the 
public peace, and thus the object of the keeper of the establishment is attained. When 
taken to the Island, they are examined, and being found diseased, are placed in the 
hospital. The attention and care they receive there, suffice, in most cases, to cure 
them by the time the period for which they were committed expires, and they are 
then ready to return to their former hannts, and pursue the same c uurse over again ; 
and the same individual will be found in the hospital, at Blackwell’s Island, again, in 
the course of three or four months. a“ 

It is easy to perceive that such a system, well followed up by the keepers of bro- 
thels, (as it undoubtedly is,) will supply a very large number of wretched females to be  
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supported at public expense, and that our Penitentiaries are absolutely made, indi- 

to + and encourage crime. . 

rectly, PPO ~ Respectfully, yours, &e., 

To 

ittee offer no comment upon this remarkable exposition ;—it Is 

neahess. "Not will they attempt to propose any means for suppressing fhe 

evil. One suggestion, however. they feel it imperative fe make, ve at in 

every instance of a female of this character being sent to t 8 island, ‘e ceper, 

or, in his default, the owner of the house from which she came, shou e 

compelled to support her there, and her own declaration taken as pre Jacie 

evidence against said keeper. This is due both to pubiic justice, an tot © ict, 

well ascertained. that all the earnings of these poor creatures go into the poe - 

ets of their keepers, who poard and poorly clothe them, at high charges, keep- 

ing them thus always in debt, and with no resources in sickness. a F th 

‘In the Male Penitentiary Hospital, the heart sickens at the exhibition of the 

utter and disgusting abandonment of men to the control of the wor St passions 

of the animal. The task of reformation would indeed seem. hopeless, ox ev ery 

good feeling appears expunged from the heart. This place, too, appears wi - 

out any means of ventilation, and hospitals, of all places, require it the most - 

‘At the Farms on Long Island, better care has been taken to preserve the in- 

mates against disease. The diet has been within a year decidedly improved. 

The dormitories have ventilating shatts, (which, though imperfectly ong the 

work, are better than nothing,) and each child is furnished with a towe asten- 

ed upon the dress; in a word, every possible precaution against Ophthalmia, 

which has so long and so often been the scourge of this place, appears to be 

to hose who are taken sick at this place are immediately removed to the Nur 

sery Hospital at Blackwell's Island. Here were seventy-one patients, sic! 

with various infantile diseases, but a very gratifying diminution in the amount 

and severity of Ophthalmia, as compared with former years. The ¢ ects ol - 

served at this hospital were, principaily, low-ceiled and unventijate ’ wer ss 

nurses in the garb, and with the rough and unfeeling deportment towards the 

tender sick,of convicts, and a restraint upon the children, even in the open air, 

as little conducive to their improvement in health, as it was natural to the buoy- 

ancy of their years and spins. An air of subduedness and unhappiness was 

upon the countenance 0 almost all, the removal of which would go far te 

relieve their physical ailments. The Committee observed, in the medical 

attendant, a degree of harshness and roughness in the treatment of the sce os 

suffering infants, not at all necessary to a firm and judicious application o 

eee beds, bedding, and other appurtenances, were clean and well kept. 

ich i ly submitted. All of which is respectfully J. W. EDMONDS, 

J. L. TELLKAMPF, . 

July 26th, 1845. 
Committee. 

A more recent examination of this Institution, has confirmed the general ace 

curacy of these reports, and enables us to present the following additional sta- 

tistics. The whole number of convicts on the 8th of Nov. 1845, was 1340, 

viz. 288 white and 80 coloured male, and 60 white and 16 coloured female 

Court convicts; and 263 white and 19 coloured male, and 575 white and 39 

coloured female Police convicts; making a total of 364 Court, and 444 Police 

convicts. Of this number, there were 162 patients in the female hospital, and 
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85 im the male, besides about 150 invalids. The largest number it is believed 

ever ou the Island at one time, was Oct. 18, when there were 1381, of which 

727 were females. An examination of the weekly reports from the 5th of 

July to the 8th of November, for the years 1844 and 1845, present the follow- 

ing results. 
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We regret that the books of the Institution have been so kept, as not to allow us 
to compare similar periods in former years. The alarming increase of Court 

criminals, both male and female, but especially female, is well calculated to 

ayrest attention, and would seem to require that its cause should be investigated. 
An exainination of the register, confirms the opinion expressed in the last re- 

port, that about two-thirds of all the prisoners are foreigners. ‘To state the 
fact more accurately, we find that of the whole number of female Court con- 
victs, for every 100 Americans, there are 184 Foreigners; and of the whole 

number of female Police convicts, for every 100 Americans, there are 174 For- 

eigners, and about the same proportions holdin regard tothe males. An exam- 
ination of the commitments of females for the last month, presents the following 

facts. Committed as common drunkards 22, as vagrants 64, as prostitutes 45, 
total 131; or in other words, one-half were vagrants, one-third prostitutes, and 

one-sixth drunkards. What, and who these vagrants are, becomes a matter of 
serious consideration. They are charged in their commitment with no crime 
but that of destitution; and is this, we may ask, a sufficient evidence of 

crime? We feel constrained again to urge upon the proper authorities, the 
necessity of giving to this matter their immediate attention, and providing some 
more suitable place for the merely destitute, than the walls of a prison. An- 

other very considerable class of prisoners are those dissolute women, who ask to 
“be sent up” as the phrase is, for the purpose of being cured of a loathsome dis- 
ease. These women are not properly subjects of the Penitentiary, and tole- 

rating them there is at the expense of prison discipline. Beyond a doubt, we 
think this class of prisoners should be provided for separately. And we sug- 
gest, if they must be a charge to the city, whether motives of economy as well 
as humanity, do not point to the erectiou of a hospital, for their separate accom- 
modation ;—-a place where reformatory influences might be brought to operate 
upon them, and an attempt made to win them back to the paths of vir- 

tue and happiness. If this plan were adopted, and those vagrants which are 
committed solely on account of poverty, were sent to the Alms House, where 
they properly belong ; or what would be decidedly more appropriate, a Work  



88 SECOND REPORT OF THE (1845. 

House was provided for them, the prison would be relieved of the larger part of 
its inmates, ample accommodations secured, and an opportunity for the exercise 
of disciplinary government afforded. At present, the Institution is so crowded, 
that it is impossible to exert any reformatory influences. There are but 496 
cells for the accommodation of 1340 prisoners. About 250 are constantly in 
the Hospital, and 130 or 140 employed at Randal’s Island, Bellevue and the 
Lunatic Asylum, where many of them sleep, leaving from 800 to 900 to be 

accommodated in the prison, which would give an average of nearly 2 persons to 
each cell. The keeper, however, convinced of the impropriety of thus over- 
charging the prison, selects those whom he thinks most harmless, and they, to 
the number of from 170 to 200, are disposed of in a small building adjacent to 

the prison, called the Loony Honse. There, under the sole control of a cap- 
tain, selected from their own number, without beds or even straw, arranged in 

rows upon the floor, they pass the night amid oaths, and ribaldry, and obscene 
jests. The old Bridewell, or even Newgate itself, might be challenged to pro- 
duce a picture of greater moral deformity, than is there presented. 

The City Prison, though a sumptuous building, in the heart of this great 
metropolis, open daily to the examination of our citizens, is, in many respects, a 
‘worthy compeer of its neighbour on the island. A want of the necessary disci- 
pline for such an establishment, is everywhere apparent. Prisoners of every 
grade and class walk together in the galleries, and abundant opportunities seem 
to exist for familiar mterconrse. Even those confined for capital offences, while 

awaiting the execution of their sentences, are allowed to communicate with 
others, both in and out of prison. 

The female department of this prison, is in a worse condition than the 
male. The lack of order, system, and separation, is more apparent, and added 

to this, many of the cells are in a filthy condition. A portion, however, of this 
part of the establishment is extemely neat, but entirely unfitted for the purposes 
of a prison; separation is nowhere attempted, and should it be, would be found 
impracticable. There is attached to this department only one matron, and con- 
sidering the number of those submitted to her charge, it must be evident that no 

one individual, however competent, can satisfactorily perform the duties of this 
station. The upper corridor, to which the matron is more particularly attached, 
is used by the prisoners as a sort of common sitting-room, and here, even in the 
presence of the matron, the prisoners appear to be under but little restraint. 
What then must be their condition when locked up together, and the matron in 
another and distant part of the building? To satisfactorily perform the duties 
of this situation, more matrons are indispensable. These should be females, 

selected not from motives of economy,—because they will work cheap,—but on 
account of those moral and intellectual endowments which would enable them 
to exert a benign influence upon the objects of their charge. 

Besides the prisons of New York and Brooklyn, the Committee have to 
report a personal examination of six County Prisons, and the State Prison at 
Sing Sing. In most of the County Prisons, the wholesome provision of the 
statute requiring the separation of the prisoners, has been either entirely neg- 

lected or imperfectly adopted. This is the more to be regretted, as whatever 
arguments may be used against the separate and solitary system, for more pro- 
tracted periods of confinement, they can have but little force when applied to 
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cases of mere detention, which are generally for short periods, and during 

which the prisoner is buoyed up by the hopes of a net distant release, and his 
mind occupied in preparation for trial. A just regard for the rights of the ac 

cused would seem to make it an imperious duty, that at least while undergoing 
examination, and awaiting trial, he should be secured from the contamina- 

ting influences of evil association, and preserved from those disgusting exhibitions 
of humanity which such places too frequently afford. Especially should this be 
the case with the innocent witness, whose misfortune it has been to be ecog- 
nizant of some fact in the criminal history of another, and is therefore detained, 
that by his testimony the ends of justice may be secured. The state owes, and 
the welfare of society demands this protection for al] such, Else our prisons, 
instead of securing us from the lawless and unprincipled, will continue what 
they have too often been, the most accomplished schools of vice. The condi- 

tion of one of these prisons is so clearly exhibited in the presentment of the 
Grand Jury of Chenango county, that we introduce it as presenting, in no exag- 

gerated colours, the present state of a great many prisons in our country, 

(The Report is omitted here, as it hus already been introduced in the Report 
of the Executive Committee, pp. 28, 29.] 

It is to be hoped that there are few, if any other prisons in the state, in the 
same sad condition as this; still, refurms are more or less called foy in all. 

The condition of the prison at Sing Sing, constructed upon the Auburn plan, 
is so well known through the last annual report of the Inspectors, that it need 

not be particularly noticed in this connexion. ‘With its prototype at Auburn, it 
must be considered as one of those experimental establishments in which the 

great problem of the silent system is being worked out, and the genera} superi- 
ority or inferiority of this to the separate, or Pennsylvania system, being tested. 

As two different methads exist, let us urge upon the respective friends of each, 
the adoption of such measures as shal! bring each method to the perfection of 
which it is capable, while, wedded to neither, we carefully note the operation of 
the two upon the health and morals of the convict. We may, possibly, in this 
way, discover that our apprehensions in regard to the rigours of the solitary sys- 
tem, are ill-founded, or perhaps find some middle ground, free from the objec- 
tions at present urged against either ; and thus, instead of an Auburn system, or 
a Pennsylvania system, establish a great American system, embracing the dis- 
tinctive merits of both, and avoiding their defects. An approximation to some- 
thing of this kind seems to be now muking at the Pentonville prison, near Lon- 
don; and if we are not diligent in perfecting our system at home, we shall find 
it perfected for us abroad. Thus we may become indebted to a foreign people 
for the model of our own system. Indeed, a new feature in prison discipline * 
has already been ingrafted there, and a system of rewards established, which, if 

it does not tend to the moral elevation of the prisoner, will, without doubt, have 

the effect to render him more docile and manageable during his confinement. 
Might not the surplus earnings of our own convicts be thus beneficially appro 
priated? Another improvement, worthy of imitation, is the setting apartt of a 

* See extract from Sing Sing Report, page 43. 

+ Mrs. Farnham, the very worthy and intelligent matron at Sing Sing, has recently 
most successfully introduced the same plan there. 

12  
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portion of each day for the purposes of instruction. In this manner our prisons 
might truly become schools of reform, where the thoughtless profligate, steeped 
in crime, should first become awakened to a sense of his utter degradation, and 

taught the means of administering, by honest employment, to that support which 
previously was only obtained by violence and crime. Happily, the day is past 

when the culprit was looked upon only as a fit object of the vengeance of the 
law ; and though we still recognize the necessity of punishment, we insist that 
this punishment should be tempered by mercy, and directed to reformation. 

HEALTH. 

Ia the investigation of this subject, we are met at the outset by a want of 

that accurate information which the examination of so important a matter 
demands. Consecutive reports of the different Penitentiaries for a series of 
years, are only to be obtained with great difficulty, and even when obtained, on 

account of the desultory manner in which the statistics of health are presented, 
afford no very satisfactory data for comparison. Anuniform method of report- 
ing the different facts, if generally adopted by the physicians of our Peniten- 
tiary, would greatly facilitate future investigations, and enable us to form some 
just estimate of the effect of confinement and prison discipline upon the health. 
Our examination of this subject inclines us to the opinion, that imprisonment 

rather tends to increase than diminish the chances of life; for though the moral 

effect of confinement is doubtless injurious to health, regular habits, simple but 
wholesome diet, comfortable clothes, an equal distribution of rest and labour, 

and a freedom from great excitement, are eminently restorative in their charac- 
ter. If, then, the tenants of our prisons are diseased, or die in undue propor- 
tions to persons at. large,—this sickness and death must arise, we should think, 

from other causes than those necessarily connected with, and inherent te 

imprisonment. Small, low, ill-ventilated, dark, and damp cells; severe punish- 

ments; the nature of the employments, and want of cleanliness, may, and 

undoubtedly do, in many instances, operate to produce disease. These, how- 

ever, are not the necessary adjuncts of a prison, and it would be exceedingly 
wrong to charge upon imprisonment the results of negligence, carelessness, or 

thoughtlessness. Neither should a prison be made accountable for the sickness 
or death of all those who enter it with worn-out and broken-down constitutions, 
or diseases contracted while they were at large. It is a fact familiar to all, 
that the natural operation of crime is sickness and death; and it will not, there- 

fore, be a matter of surprise, if even a larger proportion of invalids are to be 
found in our prisons than elsewhere. The report of the Auburn State Prison 
for ’43 and ’44, containing a detailed account of the deaths by each particular 
disease in that establishment, presents the astounding fact, that out of 229 
deaths that have occurred in that prison since 1817, 124 died from some form 
of diseased lungs, and 103 with consumption; thus making more than one-half 
of ail the deaths to depend upon this one cause. In Sing Sing for the last year, 
the proportion has been about the same, nine out of sixteen having fallen victims 
to diseased lungs. In the Eastern Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, for a series of 
ten years, a similar proportion has prevailed; and should this proportion hold 
good for other prisons, it becomes an inquiry of exceeding interest to discover, 
whether this extraordinary prevalence of a particular disease is caused by a 
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prison life, or by previous habits of exposure, dissipation and crime. T'o enable 

us to arrive at a definite conclusion, the reports of the medical officer should 

contain the state of the prisoner on entering prison, the date of entry and of 

death, the length of his sentence, the disease, age, colour, employment, sex, 

and crime. It should state the size of the cell, manner of ventilating, heating, 

cleansing; the number of ranges, or tiers of cells, and from which tier the 

invalid was taken; also, state generally, whether the cells are damp or dry, 
well lighted or dark; and any other fact he may know which will be likely to 
exert an influence upon health. The following tables present the best informa- 

tion we have been able to collect in relation to the mortality in our prisons, and 
certainly show a very large per centage, when we recollect that the greater 
portion of the convicts are between the ages of twenty and fifty. Another 

interesting feature in these tables is, the great disparity of deaths between the 
whites and blacks. 

Taswe contrasting the proportion of deaths of whites and blacks in_the Phila- 
delphia Penitentiary, with the deaths of whites and blacks in the City, for the 

following years.* 
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It will be perceived, that these numbers are to each other in the proportion 
of 1 to 1-96. That is, out of 1000 of each colour residing in the city, 196 
blacks die for every 100 whites, and for every 1000 of each colour in the Peni- 
tentiary, the astonishing number of 316 blacks, to every 100 whites. Returns 
from the Philadelphia County Prison for the last ten years, show that out of 
101 deaths in that establishment, 54 died of consumption. Of these, 46 
were coloured, and 14 white; 34 were delicate, or diseased on entering, 

and 20 were well. Of the blacks, 26 were diseased at the time of entry. 

Tn ten cases, death was caused by masturbation. 

* We are indebted to the Philadelphia Jowmal of Prison Discipline for the material 
from which this table is constructed.  
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County Prison, the number of Deaths, and the colour and sex of each, presents some 
curious and highly interesting results. 
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The proportion of white males to white females in these prisons is as 1 in Prisoners. 

7-47; but the deaths are in proportion of 1 to 24. The proportion of black 
females to black males is as 1 to 2-41; while the proportion of deaths is as 1 

to 8°50. 
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An examination of this Table presents some extremely interesting facts. 
‘The average of the thirteen Penitentiaries for the entire series, is 58-06; the 

average of the ten Penitentiaries on the silent system, is 56-09. The average 
of the three on the separate system, is 71:31. The average of the five prisons 
exhibiting the highest state of health on the silent system, is 77-66, or only 

nine per cent. more than the average of the three prisons on the separate 
system. The average of the five prisons on the silent system, exhibiting the 
lowest state of health, is 34-49, or about eleven per cent. less than the average 
of the two lowest on the separate system. The Penitentiary of New Hamp- 
shire exhibits the highest state of health, and in close proximity to it stands New 
Jersey. The different periods of five years are marked by a decided progres- 
sive improvement, equally gratifying and encouraging. As a general rule, it 
appears that the larger the number of prisoners, the greater the mortality ; 
though the Virginia Penitentiary is an exception in this respect, as unaccountable 
as unexpected. The health, however, of this prison is rapidly improving, and 
last year there were no deaths among the convicts; the yearly mortality having 
fallen from twenty-five in 1838, to six in 1844, and none in 1845. By the 
returns of deaths for the state of Massachusetts, for 1842, °43, and °44, we find 

the proportion of deaths to population, between the ages of twenty and fifty, 
be as 1 in 152-20; and by an examination of the commitments to Auburn from 

1817 to 1836, Philadelphia from 1829 to 1844, Weathersfield for 1831 and 
1835, and Virginia for 1844, we discover that more than four-fifths of all the 
prisoners are between the ages of twenty and fifty, viz: 

Under 20, Between 20 and 50, Over 50. 
Weathersfield, Conn., 2 yrs. 45 319 26 
Auburn, N. Y., i9 « 371 2440 191 

Philadelphia, Pa., 14“ 232 1684 103 those between 
irginia, 14 40 158 10 Basddzaslia L476 

Throwing out Virginia, which is only for one year, we shall have a proportion 
of 1 to 5-99, or nearly five-sixths of the whole number of prisoners between 
the above ages. Now the general average of the thirteen Penitentiaries is 
58-06; add one-fifth for deaths among those under twenty and over fifty, and 
we shall have 69°67 as the proportion of those dying in prison, or a greater 
mortality, by more than 100 per cent., than appears in the returns from Mas- 

sachusetts, which, although. far from accurate, are, perhaps, sufficiently so for 
the purpose of illustration. 
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Among the causes of disease especially operating upon the health of the 
prisoner, Diet holds an important place. The obligations of the state extend 
no further, in this direction, than affording a supply of good and wholesome 
food; and motives of economy, as well as punitive justice, will always restrict 
him to the plainest and coarsest. But with this restriction, it is a duty so to 

regulate the quality and variety, as to prevent its injuriously affecting the health. 
Too little attention has, we believe, been heretofore given to this matter of variety. 

A copious supply of good water should at all times be provided. The 
Prison at Sing Sing is deficient in this particular. In periods of drought it has 
cost as high as ten dollars per day for a very scanty supply, and this rarely of 
the purest kind. 
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WARMING AND VENTILATION OF PRISONS. 
One of the most obvious defects in all our prisons, is the utter want of all 

proper ventilation. Attempts have frequently been made to remedy this de- 
fect, but either for want of an adequate knowledge of the subject, or from mo- 
tives of economy, this desirable object has been but imperfectly attained, even 
in our best constructed prisons, and in a great majority of our county prisons, 
seems never to have been even thought of. A constant supply of fresh air is 
absolutely necessary for the maintenance of health, and this fact has been so 
long recognized in theory, that we are surprised it should be so much neglected 
in practice. In the construction of our school-rooms, lecture-rooms, halls of 

justice, and churches, no special reference to this matter has ever been had, 
and the result is frequently apparent in that listlessness, indifference, and drow: 
siness, which is there so frequently manifested. : 

Recent investigations, both in this country and Europe, have conclusively 
shown, that many forms of scrofula owe their origin almost exclusively to this 
one cause; and an examination of all the facts in relation to our prisons, would 

seem to confirm this opinion.* The physician of the Auburn prison, in his an- 
nual report for 1843 states, that from defective ventilation, the upper cells on Sun- 
days and the mornings of the short days of the year, after the convicts have been 
locked up for fourteen or fifteen hours, become exceedingty offensive ; and he 
further states the remarkable fact, that diseases of the lungs appear to prevail 
to a greater extent on the fourth and fifth ranges of cells, than in those below. 
May not, then, deficient ventilation be one of the exciting causes of the greater 

* Extract from “ the First Report of the Commisioners for inquiring inte the state of 
large towns and populous districts.” 

Weit Agwor, Esq., M. D., eramined :-— 

“When I visited Glasgow with Mr. Chadwick, there was described to us one vast lodging-house, 
in connexion with a manufactory there, in which formerly fever constantly prevailed, but where, by 
making an opening from the top of each room, through a channel of communication ir p 
common to all the channels, the disease had disappeared aitugether. The supply of pure air obtained 
by that mode of ventilation, was sufficient to dilute the cause of the disease, so that it became pow- 
er less, 

“In the Zoological Garden in the Regent's Park, a new house was built to receive the monkeys, and 
no expense was spared, which, in the opinion of those intrusted with thi i @ management, could insure 

er climate, all attainable comfort and safety. Unhappily, however, it was 
believed that the objects would be best secured by making the new room nearly what an English gen- 
Hleman’s drawing-room is. warming it, two ordinary drawing-room grates were put in as close 
to the floor as possible, and with low chimney openings, that the heated air in the room should not 
escape by the chimneys, while the windows and other openings in the walls above were made as close 
43 possible. Some additional warm air was admitted through openings in the floor, from around hot 
water-pipes placed beneathit. For ventilation in cold weather, openings were made i irting of 

tho room, close to the floor, with the erroneous idea that the carbonic acid produced in the respiration of 
the animals, because heavier than the other air in the room, would separate trom this, and escape 
low. 
“When all this was done, about sixty healthy monkeys, many of which had already borhe several 

ii i month afterwards, more than fifty of these were dead, 
low, Was as ingui 

to these natives of a warm: 

e warm air that was to 
and all the impure exhalations from the bodies 

art ot the room, to be completely incorporated with 
the atmosphere there, and by no possibility could escape, except a8 a part of that impure atmo- 

sphere, gradually passing away by the chimneys and the openings in the skirtings. Therefore, 
from the time the monkeys went into the room, until they died, they could not have had a singie 
breath of fresh air. It was necessary only to open, in the winter, part of the ventilating apparatus near 
the ceiling, which had been prepared for summer, and the room became at once salubrious.” ~ 

J. F. Tornpeg, Esq. F. BR. S., examined :— r 
“The defective ventilation appears to me to be the principal cause of the scrofulous affections, 

Which abound to an enormous extent among our patients. When I have had a ecrofulous patient 
come before me, I have always been able to trace this as one of the agents. I am not prepared to 
atate that other causes may not produce this disease, but I am prepared to state that this le great 
est cause in our district. We find as accessories, the want of personal cleanlinesa, badly chosen 
badly cooked food, and defective clothing. My observation is very generally corroborative, however, 

13 

‘O! 

@ Openings in the floor, but the hot breath,  
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thus be introduced from the exterior, into each cell; and it is obvious that it may be 
warmed, or left at its natural temperature, as circumstances may require. For the 
purpose of extracting the foul air of the eell, a ting is placed near the floor of each 
cell, on thé side next the outer wall, and diagonally opposite the point where the fresh 
air is admitted. This grating covers a flue in the outer wall, opening, at the upper 
extremity, into a horizontal foul-air flue in the roof, which communicates with a vertical 
shaft, raised twenty or thirty feet above the ridge.” 

Objections will no donbt be urged against the principle of supplying fresh air 
at the top of the cell, and drawing off the foul air from the bottom ; but the plan 
is said to work well, and when it is considered that the cells are only occupied 
by one individual, and that a circulation of thirty cubic feet per minute is se- 
cured at a cost, during the winter months, of only a farthing per cell, and during 
the summer months at half that expense; and that a perfect diffusion of air 
takes place within the cell, it will not be necessary to sacrifice important practi- 
cal considerations, to any refined reasoning on this subject. One great point 
gained over the method of introducing the air at a low level is, that when the 
fires are not lighted, the prisoner is sensible of no draught, or when lighted, he 
is not liable to become enervated by sitting or lying over the flue. 

«“ Having thus given a brief and familiar explanation of the disposition of the flues 
for ventilation, the application of the motive power—by which the regular abstraction 
of the foul air from the cells, and a supply of fresh air in its place is msured—will be 
easily understood. 

« The main flues in the roof, intended for the extraction of foul air from the cells, 
are connected with the vertical shaft. During the summer months, a small fire is 
maintained at the bottom of this shaft, which raises the temperature of the column of 
air within it above that of the external atmosphere, or the general temperature of the 
cells, and thereby canses it to he specifically lighter. Jn this state it naturally rises, 
and the partial vacuum thus formed, is filled from the adjoining foul-air flues. “ These 
main flues derive their supply directly from the cells; and the cells receive through the 
proper channels a corresponding supply of fresh air, to replace the foul air which has 
been extracted by the vertical shaft. 

  
“<A fire destroyed nearly a third of the village ;—the housea were rebuilt in a more salubrions man- 

ner, and by degrees scrofula became Jess common, »nd disappeared from that part. Twenty years 
later, another third of the village was consumed ; the same amelioration in building, with a like effect 
as to scroful 

“tA child 
a. 
living at Versailles, of the age of eight or nine years, was attacked with scrofula, and put 

under my iodine treatment. At the end of six months the state of the child had not at ali improved, 
notwithstanding scrupulous exactitude in the administration of the remedy. Dr. Blache was then 
consulted, to whom I had just communicated my ideas on the true cause of scrofula ini 
into the mode of living of the child, Dr. Blache learned that he passed the night in a ver 
and that he had the habit of sleeping with his head under the bed-clothes. He perceived that here 
the cause of the want of success in the treatment. He gave the most judicious advice in thia respect, 
and renewed the use of iodine. Scarcely a fortnight had passed before a very great amendment was 

perceptible in the disease; this amelioration has continued, and now its health is completely re-es- 
ablished.* 

atl room, 
‘e lay 

“1 observe that Dr. Duncan, ia his report on the sanatory condition of Liverpool, adopts similar 
views, and refers to the authority of Her Majesty's Physician. He saya :— 
“It would be a waste of time to point out the way in which the general health is injured by the ha- 

bitual respiration of contaminated air; but there are one or two diseases whose existence seems spe- 
cially favoured by this circumstance, and to these alone J shall call your attention, The first 1 shall 
notice is consumption.’ 

“Prof, Alison, high authority on this subject, remarks :—‘It is hardly possible to observe separately the 
effect on the animal economy, of deficiency of exercise and deficiency of fresh air; these two causes 
being very generally applied together, and often in connexion with imperfect nourishment. But it is 
perfectly ascertained, on an extensive scale, in regar: the inhabitants of large and crowded cities, 
aa compared with the rural population of the same climate, first, that their mortality is very much 

greater, eepecially in early life, and the probability of life much lesa ; and, secondly, that of this great 
early mortality in large towns, a very large proportion is cavsed by ecrofalous diseases. And from 
these two facts it evidently follows, that deficiency of fresh air and of exercise, are among the most 
Powerfial and most ivcportant, because often the most remedial of the causes from which the scrof- 
lous diathesis arises.’ 
., ‘The general climate, tke cold, the damp, and the soil, were at first accused of the excessive mortal- 
ity amongst the animals in the Zoological Gardens, but it is now clearly ascertained it principally 
®rose from the defective ventilation. i two years thatI held an appointment st the College  
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« 4th, That it should be simple in its construction, and in all the arrangements con- 
nected with it and the ventilation, so that no difficulty would be experienced in its 
management, if a labourer or any ordinary servant of the prison were appointed to 
take charge of it. 

“The apparatus may be briefly described as a double iron case, of a size suited to 
circumstances. The spaces between the two cases is filled with water, and becomes 
the boiler ; the fire is lighted in the interior, but is not brought in contact with the sides 
or the top. 
“From the top of this boiler a rising main communicates in the usual way, with any 

number of pipes that may be required, and the return pipes are introduced at the 
ottom. 

«The external case of the boiler is of cast-iron, and is covered with vertical plates, 
abont seven or eight inches deep and three-eights of an inch thick, placed about five 
inches apart, and disposed in zigzag lines over the whole surface. 

“ When the apparatus is set im brick work, these plates occupy the interior of the 
air-flue which surrounds the boiler, and they serve several useful purposes; they be- 
come part of the radiating surface—the air which circulates through them is kept 
longer in contact with the boiler—and deriving ther own temperature from being cast 
on the outer case of the boiler, the general temperature of the whole radiating surface 
is lowered in consquence. 

“ When it is found necessary to reduce the temperature within the prison, the circu- 
lation of water within the pipes which are disposed in the main flues, may be cut off 
by a slide-valve placed im the main, leading to the flow-pipe. The only radiating sur- 
face then available, would be that which has been described in the fresh air-flue in con- 
nexion with the boiler; and from the fire being placed in the interior of a large open 
case, and not being in contact with the sides, there is no difficulty in maintaining the 
water, and consequently the surface, at a very moderate degree of heat. 

“ Means of regulating temperature, §&¢.—The arrangements which bave been in 
operation for warming the cells, and maintaining an equable general temperature with- 
in the prison, have been attended with complete success; and it only remains to explan 
the mode in which a prisoner may have it in his own power, in special cases, to regu~ 
late the temperature of his cell, when artificially heated, without affecting the amount 
of ventilation. 

“The experience hitherto gained would lead to the conclusion, that if a temperature 
varying between 52° and 60° be maintained during the winter months, there will be , 
about one or two per cent. of the prisoners, who, from constitutional habit, or other 
physical causes, would be benefitted by a temperature a few degrees above or below 
the average. And, again, there are certain tredes or employments carried on in the 
cells, inducing more physical exertion than others, which may also require to be 
specially provided for, the proportion varying with circumstances. 

“To meet such cases, a regulator fixed in the fresh air-fiues, which enables each 
prisoner to admit warm air from the main flue, or cool air from the corridor at pleasure, 
or to mix the two in any proportion that may be found suited to his case. 

“ By maintaining a degree of heat in the main flues, calculated to produce the mazi- 
mum effect required, a prisoner would then have the power of keeping his cell at any 

  

winter in a confined and heated atmosphere, and where true tubercular consumption commits mo 2 
extensive ravages among them, than it does, even, among the human race. It is known, also, that this 
malady is very prevalent among the cows which supply milk to the inhabitants of some large to 

small for the number of animals they 
removal of which, no provision is made. This is remarkably the case with the co’ 
milk-men of Paris, which are annually carried off by consumption in considerable numbers. 
firmation of the influence of this cause, is afforded by the exemption of the horse from consump- 
tion, although frequently placed in the same circumstances with the cows, but with intervals 
exposure to fresh air and the enjoyment of exercise. Where a number of horses, however, are col- 
lected together in ill-ventilated stables, they may become consumptive. 

Before atating the proportion of deaths from consumption, in Liverpool, it will be proper to say a 
few words as to the nature of the effluvia erisin; rivies, cesspovis, &c. ‘ici 
given out from these deposits, is sulphuretted hydrogen, the most deadly of ns, 
two or three cubic inches causing instant death when injected into a vein, or into the chest, or beneath 
the skin of animals. A rabbit died in ten minutes after being enclosed in a bag containing sulphuretted 
hydrogen, although its head was left free, 80 as to allow it to breathe the pure atmosphere. Nine 
quarts injected into the intestines of a horse, as acommon clyster, killed it in a minute ; and I have heard 
it stated that it is difficult ta keep horses in high condition in the immediate neighborhood of large 
privies, where sulphurctted hydrogen is abundantly given out. Even when largely diluted with atmo- 

ic air, 5 ins, 1 i i log was killed by being made to 
of 1 part of this gas with 800 parts of common air; and air containing 1°1500th 

Part of culphuretted hydrogen, proves speedily fatal to amail birds.  
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temperature between that limit and the temperature of the corridor, which ean be so 

regulated as to produce a minimum. effect. 
. 

* A few cells immediately over and those adjoiming 

the fives of the apparatus, also required a special provision for keeping them at the 

same general temperature as others: and it has been effected. by placing a ventilator 

i Tt was a great object to prevent the transmis- 

ing at the command of the pris- 
to answer the purpose. 

«A series of experiments have een carried on at the request of the Commissioners 

for the government of the prison, by Dr. Owen Rees, the principal medical officer of 

the establishment, by which the subjoined facts are established : 

“Ist, That from 30 to 45 cubic feet of pure fresh air is made to pass into every cell 

in a minute; and that the ventilation is maintained. with great regularity. 

“9nd. That this amount of ventilation, and a temperature ranging from 52° to 60° 

can be uniformly maintained in the cells during the coldest weather, at an expense of 

less than a farthing a cell for 24 hours. 

“3rd. That the same degree of ventilation is effected during the summer months, at 

Jess than half that expense.”* 

‘The present method of ventilating the cells in our prisons from the bottom, 

results effectually in no ventilation ; for as soon as the weather becomes & little 

cool, both the lower and upper vents are closed by the prisoner, and he is thus 

ghut up in an atmosphere, which he must breathe over many times during a 

night, and which will thus be rendered unfit for the sapport of animal life. But, 

however ventilated, the cells in most of our prisons should be enlarged, and 

especially increased in height to ten or eleven feet. 

Besides the evils resulting from imperfect ventilation, the cells in many of 

our prisons are rendered still more unhealthy, by the employment of wooden 

night tubs, which are kept in the cell during the entire night; and which are 

no doubt powerfully influenced in sowing the seeds of disease.t 

. INSANITY. 

Upon a subject of so much interest and importance, we deeply regret our 

inability to procure more copious and satisfactory statistics. Much attention 

has not, till quite recently, been directed to this subject, and no well-authenti- 

cated data obtained except from the Pennsylvania and New Jersey prisons ;—all 

on the separate system. The reason of this is, perhaps, owing to the greater 

difficulty under the associated and silent system, in distinguishing those who are 

absolutely insane, from those who only feign insanity. The last Report of the 

Inspectors of the Sing Sing prison, presents a striking illustration of this fact in 

the case of a prisoner who had been several times punished for feigning insan- 

ity, and with the most marked success. This prisoner, again manifesting 

symptoms of insanity, was examined by the physician, and his case declared to 

be one of simulation; and he was accordingly again subjectedkto severe pun- 

ishment, but without success. He was sent to a lunatic asylum, and, shortly 

after, died in a state which could leave no doubt as to the reality of his disease. 

We mention this fact, simply to point out the difficulty, where so many are 

congregated together under circumstances which must constantly keep those in 

authority on their guard against deception, of distinguishing certain forms of in- 

sanity, and the danger of punishing, as dissemblers, those who are truly af- 

flicted. The same report further states, that 31 of the prisoners then in pris- 

* See Philadelphia Journal of Prison Discipline. 

} See note on preceding page- 
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able ot Blomingdale Asylum, were insane, but that most of them were still ca. 
of being useful in various occupations. If a i ‘ i vari \ ttention was more particu- 

jarly directed to ps anbject in all our prisons, and more searching investigations 
, it might be discovered, that the disparity which is sai i iifloneot eyatene af oa , parity which is said to exist under 

prison government, would disappear ; : : " 3 and perhaps the fact 
be established, pet _ many instances a predisposition at least to insanity had 

elf, it @ disease was not fully developed, b i I 

It is to be hoped, that in a in MT humanity seen cake case where the interests of bu it 
no pride of system will influence the vho have charge a officers and those who have ch 
prisoners, to withhold one single fact which wi his suleccee will tend to elucidate thi } 
and we would respectfully invite. vinnected itt ¢ , and urge every physician connected wi 
our prisons, to make the most thorou: inati world the gh examinations, and give to th 

result of their inquiries in their : ering frequency of annual reports. The alarming fr 
masturbation, as a cause of insanity, i iki i the following cable t ity, is strikingly depicted in the followi 
of mental diseases, for the Eastern Penitentiary for 1838 and ‘39. wing table 

  
Total Total Masturbation. Cured. Relieved. 

Years. i Whites. Blacks. w B LW | B.| W | B 

  
13 3 12 6} 9 2 
iG 3 10 5} 9 1 

o | 0 | 3121 0               
  

REFORMATION, 

; Equally important with the health, is the reformation of the convict. This 
is the great object of prison discipline ; and on its more or less perfect accom 
plishment, must amainly depend the fate of both the present systems of prison 
government Till within a few years, the thought of reforming the violator of 

nd order, scarce occupied the attention of the most benevolent. The ban 
of society was upon him, and thrust away from the view of man, he was left, 
as irreclaimable, to the mercies of fiends yet more wicked than ‘himself. ‘Or 
i some kind heart now and then dreamed that all hope was not extinguished, 
a idea was treated as Utopian, and abandoned without an effort. Contrast 

me condition of our prisons thirty or forty years since, with most of those of 
we pe 2 ay, and we shall perceive abundant reason for congratulation, and 

Dieta wit peculiar satisfaction, the formation of Prison Associations and Prison 
b < ocie' ies, in different parts of our land, as evincing an increasing in- 

est - his important subject. Public attention is thoroughly awakened, ond 
of coe ce of the last twenty years has incontestibly proved, in a multitude 

hing in at there is even hope of reformation within the walls of a prison. 

gives ° . aeain ove Mount Pleasant Penitentiary, in one of his last reports, 

his chaplains ‘e one hundred, who had been inmates of that prison during 
adds wen Beye rom whom he had received the most satisfactory accounts ; and 
fast in tho goo a t many more, from whom he had not heard, continue stead- 

may add wee esolutions they had formed previously to leaving prison. We 
‘y this, one hundred and forty more, mentioned in a report of the Au- 

* For Philadelphia county prison for 1845.  



104 SECOND REPORT OF THE [1845. 

burn Prison. These accounts of reformation should undoubtedly be received 
with much caution; but even under the least encouraging view, we are favour- 

ably impressed in relation to the reformatory action which, under favourable 

circumstances, may be exerted in prisons. Similar facts, collected and reported 
for all our prisons, might have a beneficial effect; and by showing the discharged 
convicts that they are cared for and watched over, be an additional inducement 
for them to continue in the paths of virtue :—or if productive of no moral effect 
upon the convicts themselves, would at least form an interesting item in crimi- 
nal statistics. Great assistance, in making a statement of this kind, might be de- 

rived from yearly communications from the discharged convicts, to the chaplain, 
or some other officer of the institution, of their residence, situations, employ- 

ments, and prospects. From a majority of the prisoners, of course, no return 
would ever be received; others, no doubt, would make false statements; but 

would not a considerable number find their weak purposes strengthened by this 
apparent solicitude, on the part of Government, for their future welfare ? 

INSTRUCTION, 

The increasing attention which is given to moral and religious instruction, as 
an important part of prison discipline, cannot but be productive of the best re- 
sults, and an exceeding weight of responsibility rests upon every state, in this 
regard. The statistics of our prisons conclusively show, that ignorance is one 
of the most frequent causes of crime; and a neglect to provide proper instruc- 
tion, and set apart a portion of each day for that purpose, is to abandon one of 
the most important elements of reformation. We are happy to perceive, every- 
where, a growing sense of the importance of this subject. 

Thus, the last message of the Governor of Maine contains the following sug- 
gestions. ‘In some of the neighbouring states the Legislatures have provided 
the means of furnishing the convicts with some moral, or religious, or tem- 

perance periodical. Where this has heen practised, it has been found to pro- 
duce a salutary influence; and it is worthy of inquiry, whether a like measure 
might not be attended with equally beneficial results in this state also.” The 
Governor of Massachusetts, in his last message, says: ‘It is worthy of inquiry, 
by the Legislature, whether a greater amount of instruction than the prisoners 
receive under the present laws and regulations, would not tend to further the 
great end of all humane punishment, the reformation of offenders, and the pre- 
vention of crime. * * * * ad * 

“It is important that men who are excluded from society for violating its laws, 
should be made to feel that those who are placed above them, do not act as 
monsters and tyrants, but that they are the reasonable and necessary instruments 
of the law, to see that the penalties which they have justly incurred, are 

properly executed.” Another great obstacle to reform is here hinted at, namely, 
severity of prison discipline. A large portion of the tenants of ali prisons have 
been thrown at an early age, poor and ignorant, upon the cold sympathies of 
the world, where the voice of parental solicitude, friendly assiduities, or affec- 

tionate kindness, has rarely reached them. Pursued, down-smitten, trodden on 

by society ;—like Ishmael, they feel that every man’s hand is against them, and, 
as a natural consequence, their hands are against every man. ‘T'o such, severity 
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of treatment has no reforming influence. They have been accustomed to it in 
the daily walks of life, and surely they can expect no less in prison. In these, 
let the germ of virtue be warmed into life by considerate kindness; let them be 
encouraged, advised, admonished, exhorted,—by respecting them, teach them to 
respect themselves; and thus subdued and softened by the first accents of kind- 
hess, a new principle of action will be excited, which, properly fostered, will 
lead to reformation. The lash, while it lacerates the flesh, degrades and de- 
bases the affections. There are, perhaps, some convicts so brutalized by their past habits and crimes, that they can only be controlled by bodily suffering. 
But if such there are, we believe their number to be exceedingly small. In proof 
of this position, we would point to the last report of the keeper of the Sing 
Sing Penitentiary, in which it is stated, that by comparing the monthly reports 
with last year, it is found that the number of lashes has been reduced about 
seventy-five per cent., and the whole number of violations of discipline, fallen 
off about forty percent. ‘The cause of this great difference, in my opinion,” 
says the warden, ‘is attributable to the introduction of our library among them, 
as well as the milder mode of punishment which has been adopted ; and not from actual inflictions with the whip.” The warden of the Maine State Prison 
also says:* ‘ The discipline of this prison is, perhaps, as perfect as any in the 
country. The punishments are almost universally mild and merciful, and the calendar of punishments for the past, shows them to be fewer in number, and 
milder in degree, than in almost any former year. Corporal punishment Seems to be almost obsolete—it has not been inflicted for several years past in this prison. The mode of punishment almost invariably adopted, is solitary confinement in a cell for a few days, which is always found sufficient to subdue even the most stubborn. Experience has fully shown, that the old mode of 
inflicting corporal punishment, although it may subdue, will never reform the criminal, but will enkindle and keep alive the blighting spirit of revenge.” The warden of the Massachusetts State Prison, in his report for 1844, says: “The government of the prison has been administered without corporal punishment. 
The shower-bath has not been used, and yet I think I can safely say, that the 
convicts are as orderly, as industrious and obedient, as heretofore, and more 

contented, docile, and happy. A feeling of mutual respect, kindness, and friendship, seems to be growing up bet-veen us. I am sure I experience these affections towards the convicts, and every day gives evidence that the same affections are being excited in their breasts towards me. I have long believed 
that what comes from the heart, will reach the heart; and I am happy to learn that this will apply to convicts in prison 9s well as others; that there is no sane 
.nvict that cannot be reached by sincere and persevering affection. Men may be governed by severity, but not reformed.” The idea is too common, that as Soon as a man is deprived of his liberty as a punishment for his crimes, he is at the same time divested of all the qualities, attributes, and feelings of human- 

ity. The prisoner seems, in the estimation of most, to have been transformed into a being of another order; and to be influenced by different principles, and acted upon by different motives. But does not the licentiousness, debauch- ery, and crime, which stalks unpunished through our land, and which is 

“See Boston Prison Disciptine Reports, pp. 372, 377. 
14  
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arrested by moral and religious influences, teach us that the same appliances 
may, and will work the same results in a prison? 

Another great obstacle to reformation, is the obstinacy with which society 
rejects the prisoner after his discharge. A better feeling must be excited in 
this respect, and this can only be effected through the operation of societies 
with the same general objects as ours. 
We fear that the habit of instructing the prisoner upon his entrance to the 

prison, in his duties and responsibilities, has been too little attended to; and that 
few attempts have heretofore been made to impress upon his mind the fact, that 
his imprisonment is not for punishment only, but also for reformation. This 
idea should be inculcated and enforced in every way, and on all proper occasions. 
The rules of the prison should not only be read to him, but placed in his cell, 
and he should be taught that he is entering upon a new life, and that while by 
his confinement he is paying to society the penalty attached to his past crimes, 
he may be also laying the foundation of a future spotless reputation.* That it 
depends upon himself whether society will receive him to its bosom on his dis- 
charge, as an erring, but repentant subject, or spurn him as a hopeless repro- 
bate; and that he possesses the power to win his way back to honourable 
consideration, and respectable association, if he will only use it. 

The solemnization of funerals is another means for reformation which should 
be everywhere carefully observed, and no opportunity neglected of impressing 
upon the prisoners the important lesson which the occasion presents. Morning 
and evening prayers should be strenuously insisted on, and the employment, be- 
sides a chaplain in all our large prisons at least, of one or more instructors, whose 
duty it shall be to cultivate the understanding, and improve the dispositions of the 
prisoners, and by opening new trains of thought, to change the current of their 
affections. 

CLASSIFICATION. 

Another important element in producing reform is classification. To derive 
the greatest possible advantage from our present system of prison government, 

this should be introduced into all prisons upon the Auburn plan, as an important 
part of discipline; and here the question may arise, whether the classification 
should be made according to the crimes committed, or to the conduct while in 
prison. Perhaps an arrangement, which should regard them as the hopeful, 
doubtful, and irreclaimable, would answer the objections which may be urged 
against other modes of classification, and at the same time secure the advan- 

tages of all. 
REWARDS. 

Intimately connected with the classification of prisoners, is the subject of 
rewards. We would give to the convict, while expiating his offence, that 

stimulus to exertion that actuates men in common life. All hope of reward 
being annihilated, who among us would be willing to toil? The case of the 

; prisoner is like the man without hope; give him this hope, and you have placed 
; an object before him worthy his exertions. Whether this reward should be of 

* One of the present inspectors of Sing Sing prison remarked a few days since to 2 
. member of this Committee, that the law for the regulation and government of our 

prisons, does not contemplate reformation atall. If such is the fact, is it not high time 

that our legislators should direct their attention to this subject ? 
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a pecuniary character, or whether it should affect the duration of his confine- 
ment, or both, is a subject for future inquiry. 

VISITATION OF PRISONS. 
Besides those whose admission is provided for by the statute, and such dis- 

tinguished strangers as visit for the purpose of investigation, none should be 
admitted into our prisons but the particular friends, and near relatives of the pris- 
oner, and these only at distant and stated periods. ‘The practice of selling tick- 
ets of admission at two shillings a piece, is too much like the admission fee to a 
menagerie, ever to have any other than a debasing influence upon the mind of 
the prisoner. The very idea that he is seen, perhaps recognized and remarked 
upon, must have a very unfortunate tendency; as the more you proclaim his 
disgrace, the further you drive him from reformation. 

PARDONS. 
The certainty, rather than the severity of punishment, has undoubtedly the 

greatest influence in preventing crime ; and just in proportion as the pardoning 
power is frequently exercised, will the law cease to be a terror to evil-doers. 
Of what use are our Penitentiaries, and prisons, and the whole paraphranalia 
of courts, justices, and police officers, if justice is rendered a solemn mockery 

i by the frequent exercise of the pardoning power? To such an extent has this 
exercise been carried, that the more infamous the crime, and the longer the 
sentence, the Jess chance there seems be of its receiving the punishment justly 
awarded ; and the individual sentenced for life, has, in this respect, a decided 
advantage over the one sentenced for seven or ten years. In this state, ina 
period of ten years, sixty convicts, sentenced for life, were pardoned; none 
having been imprisoned more than ten years, and several less than two; and 
we have the authority of a late Governor for stating that—so frequent has been 
the exercise of the pardoning power—the statistics of our prisons conclusively 
show that the average length of imprisonments for life does not extend beyond a 
term of seven years. 

The frequent exercise of this power is not only, or solely, blamable upon the 
Executive:—the people themselves are equally in error. No matter how 
outrageous a man’s conduct may have been, or what crime he may have com- 
mitted ;— sentence him to be hung, or imprisoned for lifé, and he becomes 

a sort of martyr, upon whom public sympathy is freely expended. An abun- 
dance of influential names can be procured, invoking Executive clemency, in so 

much, that it requires no small share of firmness and decision to withstand the 

combined influence of so many respectable individuals. 
One of the most ‘dangerous features in the exercise of this power, is its 

prostitution to political purposes. Whether this has ever occurred, we stop 
not to inquire. But such is our liability, and so great the inducement to such 
an abuse, that we would suggest, whether it might not be advisable to take this 
power from the hands of men, who, to keep their situations, must necessarily 
listen to the promptings of political friends, and place it in the hands of some 
one or more men, whose position elevates them above partisan considerations.  
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TABLE No. 1. 

i the whole number of pardons per year, 

i rage number of Prisoners, and + e par 

Showing the “in the following Penitentiaries, for a series of ten years 

+ AINE. 

NEW YORK.| VIRGINIA. MASS. N. HAMP. | PITTSBURG 
mM 

| P
ar
do
ns
. RS
. 

Pr
is
on
er
s.
 

Pr
is
on
er
s.
 

Pr
is
on
er
s.
 

| P
ri
so
ne
rs
. 

| 
Pa
rd
on
s.
 

‘ 

iy 
W
w
 2 D
X
 e 

a
n
 

B
a
u
s
 

p
r
t
 

| 
Pr
is
on
er
s 

26 
43 
62 a

m
i
 
p
e
s
e
n
e
n
t
o
m
e
e
 

| 
Pa
rd
on
s.
 

K
e
e
 

Ow
WA
RL
 

r
s
t
 

| 
P
e
r
a
 

27 
ey 8 

Total = 323 | 1844] 101 | 2997 174 | 590 4 131 | 14 | 471 | 22 

i ost . 

For most of the Penitentiaries, Table No. 3, oxhibits * very de enor 

i i the frequency of pardons, althoug ‘ , 
improvement, in regard to eee en eociety, if 

is sti igh. It would perhaps be better . 

average 18-95 is still much too high. : r sf 

jnstoad of the so frequent exercise of the pardoning power, the periods of im 

in most cases diminished. Whether such a measure co 

be safely recommended, we are not prepared to state 5 bat believe te res ts 

judici ion i f the sentence less injurious tha a 
of a judicious reduction in the term o ious tae ie 

yative vi f the length of sentences in nine . 
went pardons. A comparative view © e os 

Prisons, extracted from the sixteenth Annual Report of the Boston Prison Dis 

pli 4 1 intr ing to an elucidation of this point. 
cipline Society, ts here introduced, as tending 

ne 
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prisonment were 

in prison Sept. 30, 1840 
Massachusetts, average sentence of cin whole number in pris Mach 31, 1844 
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Philadelphis, “ 20, received our ar ending Nov- 30, 1840 
aryland, . ms itentiary during year - ~ 
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By comparing the Jength of sentences in the different states, ‘° the average of 

1 ion i tes, we may be enabled to form so! 
crime to population in those states, 

nee 

of the results of longer or shorter periods of confinement. To make this a 

parison of much value, it will be necessary, however, to extend the ex 

tions to five or ten years. 

FINANCIAL SYSTEM.—CONVICT LABOUR. ab 

: . . . o- 

So much has been recently said and written upon this subject, on nee 

comes an inquiry of serious importance to know, whether the labour of the 

the interest of the honest mechanic. The 
vict in any way injuriously affects 

tem, 

i 4 from the Contract Sy’ 
smary cause of this has undoubtedly arisen trom | a 

which certainly seems entitled to much of the odium it has received. As at 
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present managed, the labour of the convicts is farmed out to certain individuals, 

at extremely low rates, so that articles manufactured in prison can be sold at a 
heavy discount on ordinary prices, and still afford enormous profits to the con- 
tractor. By this plan, both the prisoner and the community suffer. _ The pris- 
oner, through the rapacity of the contractor, who is unwilling to spare any of 
his time for the purposes of ordinary instruction, and the community through 
competition with persons fed and clothed at the public expense. This evil is 
sometimes further increased by collusions between the convict and the con- 
tractor, by which the government is defrauded. The system is liable to so 
many, and such frequent abuses, that we are persuaded it should be instantly 
abandoned. 

To avoid the clamour which has been so unsparingly directed against it, 
a practice has been introduced, in some of our prisons, of employing the con- 
victs in some occupation, which, from the capital requisite for its’ prosecution, 
or for some other cause, is least likely to interfere with the common pursuits of 
men. This virtual abandonment of the most distinctive feature of the Peniten- 
tiary system, the reformation of the prisoner, is decidedly wrong; and it would 
be in vain to expect any lastingly favourable results from imprisonment, unless 
we secure to the convict some employment by which he can obtain an honest 
livelihood after his discharge. 

The following table embodies all the information, of a satisfactory character, 
which we have been enabled to collect in relation to the expenditures of our 
prisons, and the support of the convicts. It is much to be regretted, that a 
uniform system of reporting these facts, does not everywhere prevail; but 

not only does the system differ in every state, but in the same state from year 
to year. There seems to be no good reason why the cost of new buildings, and 
extraordinary repairs, should be included under the ordinary yearly expenses 
for support, or that the cost of material for manufactures, tools, &c. should be 
included under the same general head with bedding, clothing, fuel, or any 
thingelse. It will greatly facilitate comparisons if, in future, the accounts are 
so kept as to give a distinct account for building and repairs, and also for manu- 
factures. In Sing Sing and Auburn, a considerable portien of the disburse- 
ments, amounting to perhaps one-seventh of the whole amount, are for building 
or material ; while in Connecticut and Virginia, the disbursements are strictly 

confined to support. Even including the above-named expenditure, there is a 
marked disparity in the expenses of different institutions, which will in some 
degree account for the fact, that in many of the prisons, the disbursements 
considerably exceed the income. Connecticut, where the expense for sup- 
port amounts to only eleven cents and three mills per day, for each indi- 
vidual, has, as we might expect, been one of the most successful in regard 
to its income; having within the last fifteen years earned $70,709 14 over 
and above all expenses. To derive much useful information from the reported 
receipts of prisons, we should be advised, as well of the numbers engaged in 
each particular pursuit, as of the gross proceeds. We can in no other way judge 
of the individual productiveness of any employment; and this is of vast impdr- 
tance to the decision of what trades can be most advantageously, and most use- 
fully introduced and pursued.  
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TABLE 

i. i nts, and the per diem ing the average number of Prisoners, the disbursements, 
Showing per centage of disbursements to each Prisoner. 

Average epee Per 
. | Disbursements. of ay for eac 

Years Prisoners.) prisoner. 

  

1841 78,222 46 25.6 
1842 72,801 28 25.2 
1843 66,658 60 24.6 
1844 64,215 08 

1840 $77,460 00 27.9 

Mt. Pleasant or 
Sing Sing, 

1842 67,870 79 
- 1843 56,509 04 

Auburns { 1844 | 68,107 48 
1843 10,488 06 
1844 11,115 10 
1837 57,263 14 
1838 47,092 49 
1839 48,081 83 

, 1820 47,070 10 
1821 32,766 12 

7,342 16 175 

Virginia, - - 

Maryland, - 

Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, - - 3831           
  

ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION. 

It is evident that all rules for the government of prisons, and the proper ad- 
ministration of discipline, may be rendered inefficient by the ineompoteneys 
ignorance, and negligence of the officers to whom the immediate supervision a 
the convict is intrusted. To secure the services of capable and faithfu mens is 
therefore, an object of such primary importance, that upon its attainment “ 
success of all other plans of reform may be said to depend; and the services ° 
such men cannot be secured unless their offices are made respectable, and will > 
in certain limits, permanent in their tenure. The highest interests of the Pris. 
oner and society seem to require, therefore, that the appointing power s ou 
be vested in some competent and respectable body of men, not subject 0 he 
political currents that agitate the country; or that all appointments show : ° 
made by the Legislaturé, for a certam number of years, and the appoin ees 
only removable for improper conduct. While the appointing power romans 
in the hands of the Executive or Legislative branches of government, wi i 

out limitation, at every political change the officers of our prisons will be sub- 
jected to an ostracism which will drive every man from his Place, however 
honest, capable, or faithful, unless he bows to the same political idol ie 

those in power. These constant changes, did they operate solely on ban 
dividual, would be of but trifling importance ; but on the contrary, they are . 
in every branch and department of the prison. The information, acquire nel 
months of experience, is lost in the triumph of a day. A new master comme m 
ces his experimental fabours, and peradventure, just as he begins to unders! a 
the duties and responsibilities of the situation, bas in turn to give place to fe i 
more favoured political aspirant :—thus preventing or retarding any plan of sy: 
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tematic reform, and making our prisons pent-houses of moral corruption, or engines of political abomination. 

QUALIFICATIONS. 
The opinion, we fear is too common, that any person is good enough fora prison-keeper. We view this matter in a very different light; and to us it Appears to require the combination of a strong mind with exalted benevolence, deep penetration, undoubted integrity, prompt decision, great firmness, an inti- mate knowledge of the human heatt, together with a gentleness and kindness which shall beget or win the respect of all. In the selection, both of Chief and subordinates, it should be a cardinal point, that they be fitted both by nature and habit for the important situations they are to occupy; and no man, however honest and well-intentioned, should be placed in so important a position, unless he has previously shown some peculiar adaptedness for the office; so that while performing his legitimate duties, he may be enabled to avail himself of the oppor- tunities which frequeut intercourse affords, of inculcating the great principles of morality and virtue, recollecting that a word spoken in season is often more effectual than a formal lecture. Let men thus elevated in character be selected to rule over our prisons, and never allow these offices to become the promised rewards of political ambition. Many, perhaps most of the evils complained of at Blackwell’s Island, originate in this sole cause, and so long as this plan is adhered to, will be an insuperable objection to all efficient reform. 

COMPARISON OF PRISON SYSTEMS AND REFORMS. 
The present modified form of Penitentiary discipline owes its origin to the United States; and to the sister states of New York and Pennsylvania are we indebted for the two systems, which at present engross such universal attention. The distinctive features of the Philadelphia system are separation and insula- tion; of the New York, silence and association. In the one system, the pris- oner is cut off from all communication, for the period of his confinement, with any one but the officers of the prison, such benevolent individuals as may visit the prison fr his moral instruction, and, at stated and distant periods, with a few of his nearest relatives. He eats, drinks, sleeps, and works alone. In the other, though separated at night, he associates in the workshop, the school, and the chapel; but everywhere the strictest silence is attempted to be en- forced. What are the advantages and disadvantages of these two systems ? The Pennsylvania system most effectually prevents the corrupting influence of evil communication; it enables the prisoner to return to society without having formed any new associates in crime. By leaving him alone to the Monitions of his own conscience, with nothing to distract his mind but his task, his book, and his instructor, appears to afford the best opportunity for his reclamation. As it rarely 

uccess does not depend, to the same extent, upon the character of the individuals selected to administer it. The New York system is more economical, and said to be more healthful; and if the grave charge of producing insanity, in frequent instances, which has been urged against it, can be fully substantiated, the feelings of every humane man thust rise in condemnation. The objections to the New York system are: That 1 
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to enforce silence requires great severity of discipline ;—that it never has, and 
never can be, strictly and continually enforced ;—the natural language of signs 
still affording a ready means of communication ;—that acquaintances are made 
which may be renewed after their discharge, to the detriment of either the 
ove or the other. Such, so far as we can discover, seem to be some of the 

principal arguments and objections used by the advocates of the respective sys- 
tems. With our present knowledge in regard to these systems, we take a neu- 
tral ground; determined to collect, arrange, and classify all the facts, which an 
anxious desire to elicit truth shall place in our power, intending to present the 

result of our examinations and reflections at some future period. 
The following tables exhibit the number of recommitments in some of our 

Penitentiaries, and the proportion of average number of prisoners to population 
in several of the states. In comparing the proportion of recommitments for 

Massachusetts, with the proportion of the average number of prisoners, we ob- 
serve a gradual and progressive Miminution from the commencement of the 

series. In Pennsylvania, on the contrary, both proportions are increased. The 

slave-holding states, with the exception of Maryland, show a less proportionate 
amount of crime than the free states. This proportionate difference is undoubt- 
edly, in part, produced by their peculiar institutions ; but even allowing for this, 
they still possess a superiority over most of the free states, which, if confirmed 
by future and more extended investigations, will demand the closest scrutiny. 

TasLe showing the proportion of average number of Prisoners during different series 

of 5 years, to the entire population in each of the following states: 

( New York,....--..-..----- 5 years from 1829 as 1 in 1592 
-5....d0.... .1834...do.. 1563 

do... ..1839.. do... .1669 
o+4-5..-.d0....-1819.. do... .1849 

5 ~-1824_..do....1995 
d ~-1829_._.do....2444 

5 do... . .1834_..do....2425 
~-4,.-.d0.....1839,. do... 2449 

~ -1829...do.. . 1643 
-1834_. do... .1897 
-1838._.do. 
-1823._.do.... 

. -1824__ do... .5023 
Silent d we L839. ..do.... 

System. 

11834. 1 _do.. 1224 
-1839.. do... .1566   
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5 years from 1829 as 1 in 7119 
( Pennsylvania, 

do. .... 5....do.. _..1834.. do... .2990 Separate ~ 
System. o+--- dow... 

1 New Jersey, + do... ..1836...do.. -_1378 wee dO. eee eel, 4....do.....1839...do.. . 2642 

; TABLE 
Showing the number of Recommitments ber year for a series of years, in the Sol lowing Penitentiaries: , ” 
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| tT 

| 
| 
| 

A
v
e
r
a
g
e
 

n
u
m
b
 

| Av
er
ag
e 

nu
mb
e 

of
 
Pr
is
on
er
s,
 

Re
co
mm
it
me
nt
s,
 

Pr
ep
or
ti
on
 

fo
r 

se
ri
es
 

of
 

5 
ye
ar
: 

of
 
Pr
is
on
er
s,
 

Re
co
mm
it
me
nt
s.
 

P
r
o
p
o
r
t
i
o
n
 

fo
r 

se
ri
es
 

of
 

5 
ye
ar
s]
 

> 

Av
er
ag
e 

nu
mb
ei
 

of
 
Pr
is
on
er
s,
 

| Re
co
mm
it
me
nt
s.
 

Pr
op
or
ti
on
 

fo
r 

se
ri
es
 

of
 

5 
ye
ar
s,
 

Av
er
ag
e 

nu
mb
er
 

+ 
of
 
Pr
is
on
er
s,
 

Pr
op
or
ti
on
 

fo
r 

so
ri
es
 

of
 

5 
ye
ar
a,
 

| Average of 
10 yrs. from 

1820 

2 & 

191 | 14-37 
19 ' a 

mi
sh
 

£
E
S
 

| 
oH
 
H
o
w
s
 

| 
R
o
t
o
m
m
i
z
n
e
t
,
 

10 

18 

7 
137-65, 16-27 

t i 
' soey | vay | be6 | 

26-93 

| 
wo
oo
 

| 
O
N
O
 

i We have experienced so much difficulty in the prosecution of our labours, rom want of proper and reliable data on which to base our deductions, 5 
” 

> ee n important duty to urge upon the association the adoption of im- n late measures for the formation of a library, and to secure a free commu- 

measures should be taken for obtainin, 
should t gg @ copy of the yeart jePorts of each of the Penitentiaries, both in this country and Europe; ond the metres or keepers of Penitentiaries, should be requested to forward one or 

7 
we tes thee copies of all the Teports of their institutions for previous years, to the aa mn of the E tive C i of this A ati No effort seems mons ave been made to collect, collate, and compare the statistics of our ons; or if this has been the case, the loose, unmethodical, and unsyste- u 
ts have been reported it i 

wie ; ported, makes it impos- and he vanity, hem of any essential service to the cause of prison statistics, » Without greater perseverance an inati 
to the sbare op a ren id more determination than fails 

Fo . : . T the purpose of introducing uniformity into all future reports, we take 
* Report of Boston Discipline Society. 
¥ Phil. Journal Prison Discipline. {Report to Leg oy  
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the liberty to suggest, that the officers of our prisons, in making out their 
anpual returns, should state distinctly, under the head of receipts, tl © ancome 

from labour of prisoners at their different trades and employments, cre ang a : 
work done by convicts on the prison at its just value, and enume? ating _ oe ° 
sources of income. Under the head of disbursements, that they shoul ; . “ ° 

separately the cost of provisions, clothing, and material ; the amon ee 
salaries, ordinary and extraordinary repairs, particularly and separate’ y jstins 
guishing them; and all expenditures for new erections. ‘The report : . i 
further state the name, age, sex, colour, crime ; the moral, religions int el lec! 

ual, and civil condition; the number of times committed, and in w at prison ; 
and the report of the physician should include all the facts alrea' y men iol ea, 
under the general head of health. Experience may, and outs Ye 

suggest other inquiries equally important, and such may be introduce : er cafier . 
Our present object is merely to secure uniformity in the manner o m is 
the same facts, so that we may obtain matter useful for the purposes 0 com 
parison. And here we would urge upon those who may be engaged in ma! ing 
up these statements, the momentous importance of adhering strictly to veer 
nished facts; let no preconceived ideas, or prejudices, in favour of any particu ar 
system, induce them to distort, colour, «c withhold a single item 3 recollecting 

that the great object is not the advancement of this, or that plan o prison 
government, but the moral elevation of the convict. To facilitate fature ines 
tigations, we have hereunto annexe i of those inquiries which we thin 

ial to the elucidation of the subject. . 
ne then jenportane facility in conducting the operations of this Association, 
might, we think, be derived from the appointment from tnong those istin- 
guished individuals—both in this country and Europe—who take an interest in 
prison matters, a certain number of corresponding members 5; and it seems 

particularly desirable that, it should have, at least, one corresponding mem r m 
some way connected with each Penitentiary. As a Measure of this na un 
would largely increase the duties of the Corresponding Secretary, ‘ woul 
perhaps, be advisable to increase the number of secretaries, and so to di “e 
their duties, as to have one devoted to domestic and one to foreign correspon : 
ence. In conclusion, we would suggest, whether greater stability woul net 
be given to the Association, and desirable objects attained, by making ¢ . 
Executive Committee perpetual, by the election hereafter of only one 

its members yearly, and of course increasing the term of office of eac! te 
three years. In this way, the action of our sub-Committees would be contin 
uous, and no important subject under the consideration of either the Execui i 

or sub-Committees, be arrested by the expiration of the term of service. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN D. RUSS, Secretary. 

  

QUES 
To which the attention of the Officers of 

TIONS 
Prisons is particularly inwted, and enswers to which are respectfully requested in their Annual Report. 

“committed 9 
9 How many whites Te-committed ? 

10 How many commitments of black and white males and femules during the yeur 1—diatin. 
Quishing each, 

EMPLOYMENT. 
What number of prisoners is engaged in each 

or employment? 

EXPENDITURES. 
What is the entire annual expense of the In- 
stitution ? 

What the cost of ordinary repairs ? 
3S WH st of extraordinary 

f ions? 

rials for manufacturing— 
distinguishing different kinds? 

26 How much for medicines 
26 How much for bedding? 
27 How much for fuel? 

RECEIPTS. 
%8 What are the entire annuul receipts ? 

‘Ss. ON PARD 
29 What the number of convicts pardoned during 

rear? 

33 What the term for which each prisoner par- doned, was committed, the crime, length of actual confinement, and the grounds upon which he was pardoned? 
DEATHS. 

34 How many deaths during the year? 
35 How many of each sex? 
36 How many of each colour? 
37 How man’ 

33 How many entered diseased ? 
39 What were the diseases with which they en- 

a tere 
40 Did the same disease produce their death @ 41 What was the term for which cach convict dying was convicted, and the length of time in 

Prison? 

CELLS. 
42 What: is the average temperature of the cells 

i and what in summer? 
43 the dimensions of the cells? 
44 well lighted, and vent 

45 ighted ? 
46 
47 
48 Is every cell provided with a Bible and slate? 49 How many cella in the prison, and what the Cost of construction of each cell? 

Is there more than one occupant ever assigned 
to a cell? 

51 Are night-tubs used in the cells, or what other Provision is made for satisfying the wants of nature 
52 Are the cells free from vermin ? 

PUNISHMENTS. 
53 What punishments are inflicted? 

54 Is the «Cat used, and if so, what is the greatest number of lashes ever inflicted ? 
55 What the usual number inflicted? Is the douche or bolt-bath ever used, and with what results? 
57 What other punishments are inflicted? 8 By whom are punishments directed? 59 Has each keeper a discretionary power to in- ict punishment, and if not, how is his discre- tion limited? 
60 What has been the usual effect of punishment on those who Lave been subjected to it? 61 How many stripes inflicted each month ? 
EDUCATION, AND CIVIL CONDITION. 62 How many could only read on entering? 

63 How many could read and write? 
64 How man id a common education? 63 How many well educated? 
66 Is there any provision for daily instruction? 

ir i ison? 

At what age,was the first offence committed ? 81 At what age committed to prison? 
DIET AND CLEANLINESS. 

82 What is the daily bill of fare for the week? 83 Are any variations made in diet corresponding with the seasons? 
84 Is the food always of a plain but wholesome ality 3 
S Do prisoners eat ‘> their cells or at a common 

‘able ? 
&6 How many times are they fed in the day? 

i abundantly supplied with good 
‘some water ? 

e the prisoners allowed conveniences for washing morning and evenin, 
29 How often is the bedding changed? 90 Are there any conveniences for bathing? 91 How often do the Prisoners shave, and heave eir hair cnt? 

CLOTHING. 
92 How often changed? 
93 Is it sufficient in quantit 
94 Isit any way peculiar either in fashion or color? 95 Is a Sunday dress provided for each Prisoner t 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
96 Is there any classification of the prisoners, and if so, how classed? 
97 Who are permitted to visit the prisoners, at what hour, and under what regulations ? 98 How much money ia @iven on his discharge? 99 Are tickets of admission sold for the benefit of the prison? 
100 What are the opportumties for moral and re- 

ligious instruction? . 
101 Is there a Chaplain to the Prison 
102 Are the prisoners allowed to converse in presence of the keepers, or ia strict silence ced? enforced? 
103 What the average length of confinement? 
1 Ow many priscners laborin. under insanity ? 

and receive 
under what 

Tegulati 2 

107 What the average length of sentences? 
208 What the causes for committing the offences 

of which they are convicted ?  



  

SECOND REPORT OF THE 

OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 

cane Og cn Rat 

TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE : ; 

Tux Committee on Discharged Convicts, report that they entered upon their 

i jately upon the organization of the Society. 

ay took an office, and omployed an agent, whose duty it was made to 

rantly at the office. 

oh relief they proposed to afford, was the procurement of employment for 

the discharged prisoners ; and this was done, sometimes by supplying them with 

tools of their trade, and sometimes with other outfits; sometimes by obtaining 

places for them, and sometimes by paying their board for a short period, 

until they could themselves succeed in getting into business. h 

When moneys were thus advanced, they were given to understand that they 

were loans to them, to be returned out of their earnings: 

And it was made a general rule to deny them assistance, unless they brought 

to our agent satisfactory evidence of their good conduet in prison, and of te 

desire to reform ;—as it was believed that if, while iv prison, they afforde 

no signs of repentance, none could be expected of them when returned to the 

world, and subjected to its temptations. 
; 

Tt has several times happened, that persons have been encouraged and aided 

i ing employment, without any expenditure of money. ; 

“ Tn compliance with these regulations, there have been relieved during the 

year :— ; ; 
74 from the State Prison at Sing Sing, 

40 from the Penitentiary, 

2 from the House of Refuge, 
122 in the Male Department, and 

107 at the “ Home” in the Female Department. 

Of the males thus relieved, places of employment have been procured for 

fifty-eight, and only one of the number has as yet, as far as we can learn, turned 

out bad. 
The whole amount of money, which has been directly expended at the office 

for males, has been for those discharged frem Sing Sing, - - - - $258 33 

from Blackwell’s Island, - - 51 44 
—___—_— 
$309 77 

Our agent is required to keep a regular account of all his expenditures, 

which account is audited every month by this Committee, and then Jaid before 

the Executive Committe at its monthly meetings. | 

He is also required to keep a diary, in which he is to enter ali applications 

which are made at the office, with a brief account of the person and his career, 

whether his application is granted or denied, and if granted, in what manner be 

is aided; which diary is laid before, and read to the Executive Committee, at 

every meeting. 

“ “a “ “ 
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A few extracts from the diary are herewith submitted, as it is believed that 
thus a just estimate may be formed of the manner in which this duty has been 
executed. 

Some of these cases have been deeply interesting. The ardent gratitude 
which has been displayed—the high hopes with which the prisoners have again 
entered the world, and the just pride exhibited by those who have been able to 
return to us our advances of funds,.and thus manifest themselves deserving the 
confidence we have reposed in them, have been eminently gratifying to us, and 
a strong assurance that our labour is not all in vain. . 

The prisoners, on their release, especially from the State Prison, are usually 
very destitute. Miserably clad, and with just money enough to bring them to 
this city, and support them here for a day or two, they are thrown upon this 
community, to the amount of nearly 200 each year, to starve or steal, as chance 
may direct. 

The consciousness that there is 2 place where they can apply, and escape 

these alternatives, and be sustained until they can procure honest employment, 
is to the majority of them eminently valuable. 

And in addition to the reflection that we are thus instrumental in saving 

many from ruin, we have the gratifying assurance from the officers of the State 
Prison, that the existence of our Association has been productive of good, even 
in the prison, where more orderly behaviour, and more cheerful industry, have 

grown out of the hopes which are thus held out to them for the future. 
Few, who have not the advantage of personal observation, can appreciate the 

utter feeling of desolation which pervades the prisoner's heart on his discharge, 
or the despair which seizes upon him, and hurries him again into the mad 
excitement of vice. 

It is well expressed in the language of a discharged convict : 

“But what is the condition of every convict, upon being liberated? Though his 
heart be as pure as the dew of heaven yet unfallen, yet the gaze of suspicion is immo- 
vably fixed upon him. The very circle which contains all his sympathies and his affec- 
tions, is destitute of sociality, of pleasure, and consolation. In the very home of his 
father, he finds himself an alien. His relatives regard him with indifference and con- 
tempt; his brothersand his sisters glow no longer with affection, and all of them despise 
him as the stigmatizer of the family. However virtuous may be his principles, and 
industrious his habits, he can find no employment wherever he is known. His very 
relatives,—his parents, his brothers distrust him, and how can he expect that a stranger 
willaccredit him? He sees himself actually degraded and despised ;—without money, 
without employment, without friends. Does he ask for pity? none extend it to him. 
Does he ask forgiveness in,charity for the past? nota feeling bosom aspirates a par- 
oning response. Does he ‘give an assurance of propriety in the future? even that is 

sneered at with immovable disbelief ;—wherever he goes, the finger of scorn points 
him out. The inhuman deride him, and snicker at his misfortunes; the unfeeling 
calumniate him, and are not sparing in their invectives. The world is vocal with his 
infamy—he has no hour of peace. Has he a wife? she is inconstant, or despises him. 
Has he children? they scorn to call him father. Had he a home? it is now a lonely 
Tuin, help the ‘poor man when affliction comes upon him!’ His consolation 1s 
scanty, his grief more than plentiful.” 

It is to remedy these evils that we aim, and though we do not expect to meet 
in all cases with a due reward for our exertions, in the gratitude or the refor- 
ination of all whom we aid, yet we feel that every one we may be instrumental 
in saving from a return to vice, is an ample compensation for all our toil. 

‘When, however, we are able to point in our report, to so many instances of  
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success during the brief period of our existence as a Society, we have surely 

good reason to rely with confidence on the sympathy and support of the public. 

{f recarded merely in an economical point of view, it isa great social benefit, 

for it costs less to prevent crime than to punish it. Bat, when looked at as a 

matter of humanity, the movement is of incalculable benefit ; for it is true, and 

all experience shows it, that a very large proportion of all who leave our State 

Prisons, need only friends to rely upon, and kind, judicious advice, to strengthen 

those good aspirations which spring up in every human soul after seasons of 

severe humiliation. ‘T’o afford such aid and encouragement, is our purpose; 

and our short experience affords good foundation for the hope that much money 

may be saved to the state, and many fellow creatures redeemed from ruin. 

ISAAC T. HOPPER, Chairman. 

January 20th, 1845. EF H. J——, a native of this city, 28 years old, 

was convicted in this city of grand larceny, and sentenced to Sing Sing for three 
years. He served his time out, and was discharged on the 5th of January, 1845. 
Upon his release, he made application to this Committee, who agreed to contri- 

bute a small sum weekly towards his support, fora short period. In about four 
weeks, employment was procured for him in a respectable establishment, where 
he still remains, and conducts to the entire satisfaction of his employer. 
January 31st. P—— M’C , born in this city, where he was convicted 

of grand larceny, and sent to the State Prison at Mount Pleasant. for two years. 
He is 32 years of age. After an imprisonment of about one year and eight 
months, the remainder of his term was remitted, and he was discharged the 
30th of December, 1844. He has a wife and five children. He applied for 
assistance in purchusing a horse and cart. Before granting his request, I visited 
his family, and found his wife busily engaged in household affairs. Her coun- 
tenance was dejected, and her spirits greatly depressed. She said that she 
had been able, by hard labour, and rigid economy, to keep her family together 
during her husband’s absence. A horse and cart were procured for him, and 
he has since maintained his family comfortably. He is sober and industrious, 

and manifests sincere gratitude for the relief afforded him. The family has 
been visited several times, The children were clean and decently clad; his 
wife appears industrious and tidy. P. has been a good deal unwell, so as 
to disqualify him for kibour, and has had the misfortune to lose a horse ; but by 

constant industry they are enabled to get along comfortably. 
ranuary 31st. J R. , born in Ireland, 32 years old, was convicted in 

this city of passing counterfeit money, and sentenced to Sing Sing for five years. 
He served his time out, and was discharged the 18th of January, 1845. He 
conducted well in prison, and after his release, was kindly entertained in the 
family of John Luckey, the chaplain. He had previously borne a good char- 
acter; but a rogue had palmed off bad bills upon him, and when he discovered 
they were counterfeit, he, more from ignorance than with any bad intention, 
thought himself justified in getting rid of the bad bills in the same way. His 
sister, hearing of his imprisonment, hastened from Treland, all alone, to tell 
him that she would stand by him, and help him in his trouble. ‘The chaplain 
of the prison kindly afforded her a home, till the expiration of ber brother's 
term, which was in two months. As soon as they arrived in this city, they 

called at the office of the Prison Association, seeking employment. In the 
course of a few days, a place was procured for him. We supplied him with 
the necessary tools. He had partially learned the business in prison, but not 
being perfect in all parts of it, he was discharged in two or three days. James 

brought his tools to the office, and deposited them till another situation could be 
procured. In the course of a few days, another was obtained with a person 
who agreed to perfect him in his business. He still remains steady, and is 
doing extremely well. 
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February 22d. ——, a native of Connecticut, 42 years old. He was 
convigted in this city of coining money, December, 1839, and sentenced to Sing 
Sing for seven years. He was pardoned by the President, and discharged 12th 

December, 1844, We furnished him with some second-hand clothes. He 
afterwards, through the influence of , procured a horse and 
cart, and is doing well. He manifests much gratitude for the assistance he has 
received. 

February 24th. G J. ,. 386 years old, an Englishman by birth, has 
been in this country about 14 years. Hewas convicted in Kings county of 
grand larceny, and sent to Sing Sing for two years. He served his time out, 
and wus released the 15th February, 1845. He was furnished with a small 

sum for temporary relief. In a few days, employment was obtained for him. 
He is industrious, and appears to be deing well. 

March 26th, J—— B. RB. , about 21 years old, a native of New Hamp- 
shire, was convicted in this city of grand larceny, on the 12th of March, 1844, 
and sentenced to Sing Sing for four years and six months. From some cir- 
cumstances, subsequently developed, there were strong reasons for believing that 
he was innocent of the crime of which he was convicted; and having conduct- 
ed well during his confinement, the Governor was induced to pardon him. He 
was discharged the 21st of March, 1845. He is a shoemaker by trade. We 
furnished him with tools to commence business. He is sober and industrious. 
His father is intemperate, and the support of the family devolves upon the son, 
whose industry keeps them comfortable. 

April 9th. T. T. B , about 40 years old, born in Ireland. He has 
been a musician on board one of our public vessels; but having lost some of his 
teeth, was thereby rendered incapable of following his profession, He became 
discouraged for want of employment, and yielded to the temptation of strong 
rink. He was at Blackwell’s Island five months for intemperance. On his 

release a place was procured for him to board, and his expenses were paid by 
this Committee. From the time he first came under our notice, he has entirely 
refrained from intoxicating drinks, and conducted himself with great propriety. 
He is a man of good education, and is a superior penman. He is Secretary of 
a Temperance Society, and is much respected by those whoare acquainted with 
him. We are in hopes, ere long, of obtaining permanent employment for him. 

; April 14th. D , about twenty-three years old, was brought up at 
Saratoga. Soon after she was of age, she went to Albany, and engaged as a 
domestic in a respectable family. Here she became acquainted with people 
who had a bad influence over her. She was convicted of grand larceny, and 
sent to Sing Sing for two years and one month. Served her time out, and was 
discharged the 14th of April, 1845. She came directly to this city, and made 
application for assistance. In a few days, a situation was procured for her. 
By the matron at Sing Sing she was considered a hopeless case ; but since her 

release, she has conducted herself well. 
April 18th. J. , a native of New Jersey, about thirty-three years 

old; was convicted in this city, and sent to Sing Sing for four years and ten 
months. He served his time out, and was discharged the 18th October, 1844. 
Assistance was afforded him to purchase a horse and waggon. The last account 
we had from him, a few weeks since, he was sober and industrious. 
. May 14th. A: A. W.- , about 28 years old, a native of Hudson, 
in this state, lost her parents when very young, and was taken charge of by 
an aunt, who treated her with much severity. The aunt kept boarders, and one 
of them persuaded her to elope with him, before she was fourteen years old. 
When she had lived with him some time, he abandoned her. Being deserted 
by him who hed beey her ruin, and forsaken and despised by her friends and 
relations, she sunk into licentious company, and for fourteen years lived a life of 
prostitution. She became very intemperate, and was divers times committed 
to the Penitentiary asa vagrant. Becoming disgusted with her bad course of 
life, she went to the Tombs and asked the keeper to receive her, in hopes that  
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some of the ladies who visited that place would take compassion upon her, and 
provide a situation for her. She had been there but a few days, when she was 
taken into a respectable family as a domestic. She has now been in this family 
about eight months, and has conducted with great propriety. She is remark- 
ably neat and capable, and hes entirely refrained from strong drink. She is 
thoughtful and serious. 

April 26th. G E » born in Germany, about thirty years old; was 
in business in this city, where he was convicted for receiving stolen goods, and 
sent to Blackwell’s Island for six months. His time having expired, he was 
released the 22d of April, 1845. He has been well educated. He procured a 
Profitable employment—is making a good living and something more. He has 

equently called to express his gratitude for the assistance rendered him, and 
appears to be respectable and happy. Thus has a young man, whose condition 
seemed to be desperate, broken down and discouraged, been restored to himself, 
to his friends, and to society. 

Junellth. G——S. , about thirty-three years old, born in Ireland; was 
convicted in this city of grand larceny, and sentenced for three years to Sing 
Sing. Her time expired, and she was discharged June 10th, 1845. Ina few 
days a place was procured for her as a domestic, in a respectable family on 
Long Island, where she now is, and conducts satisfactorily. In the early part 
of her imprisonment, she was turbulent and ungovernable; but by kindness, 
coupled with firmness, she was reduced to order, and a desire for reformation 
engendered in her, which she is now evidently carrying out. 

June 14th. W——— M . a native of Kentucky, thirty years old, was con- 
victed in Albany of grand larceny, and sent to Sing Sing for six years and four 
months: his time expired, and he was discharged 13th June, 1845. In a few 
days a place was procured for him as a servant, in a respectable family in this 
city, where he now is, and conducts much to the satisfaction of his employer. 

June 18th. D. O—._, a native of this state. He was convicted of grand 
larceny in the city of New York, and was sent to Sing Sing for three years. 

is time expired, and he was discharged. He has a wife and six children. 
Upon his release he received some assistance. In a few weeks he obtained 
employment, and has ever since maintained his family comfortably. He is 
sober and industrious. 

November 17th. D. W——, a native of Munroe county, in this state, 
about twenty-one years old; was convicted at Buffalo of grand larceny, and 
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment at hatd labour, five months of whick he 
spent at Auburn, and the remainder of the time at Sing Sing. He was dis- 
charged on the 14th November, 1845, and immediately came to this city. He 
says that his father died when he was about four or five years old, and his 
mother also deceased when he was about sixteen years old. From that time 
he had no settled home, and wandered about from one place to another for 
several years. Some time before he committed the crime of which he was 
convicted, he was in Michigan, and fell in company with an old acquaintance, 
and they concluded to return to the state of New York in company. They 
came as far as Buffalo, when his friend’s money was all expended, and his was 
nearly so; his friend proposed that they should purloin some property from a 
store in that place, whereby they might replenish their exhausted funds. 
This proposition was adopted, and resulted as above stated. David professes to 
be penitent, and I hope he is so. He had been in the city but a few days when 
he procured employment. 

October 25th. J. c. » twenty-two years old, is a native of Liver- 

pool, England, and has been in this country about six years. He was-convicted 
in this city of grand larceny, and sent to Sing Sing for two years and eleven 
months. He served his time out, and was discharged the 23rd October, 1845. 
He is well recommended by one of the assistant keepers, and Hiram Rowel, 
the agent of the prison. In a few days employment was obtained for him. 

gives promise of being sober and industrious. 
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October 25the S—— H , about twenty-nine years old, was born in 
England, and came to this country about four years ago. He was convicted of 
grand larceny in this city, and sent to Sing Sing for three years, which expired, 
and he was discharged the 21st October, 1845. He is well recommended by 
the officers of the prison for orderly conduct. He is descended from a highly 
respectable family, and has had a good education. His father lately deceased, 
and has bequeathed to him several hundred dollars, which he is expected to 
come into the possession of soon. He seems to be sensible of the evils of his 
former life, and manifests a disposition to pursue a different course in future. 
Arrangements have been made for his support for a few weeks.* 
“ October 28th. J. F.M-. ,is a native of Tolland, Conn., and about 
thirty-two years old. He was convicted in Scoharie county, in this state, of 
grand larceny, and sentenced to Sing Sing for four years. His term expired, 
and he was discharged the 27th October. He made application to this Com- 
mittee for advice and assistance, bringing with him recommendations from the 
officers of the prison. M—— is an active man, and capable of business. A 
small sum was advanced to him, and the payment of eighteen dollars was 
guarantied for articles to trade with. Ina few days he paid the eighteen dol- 
lars for which we had become security, and returned ten dollars of the money 
he borrowed, and we have no doubt of his paying the balance soon. 
called at the office the 22nd inst., and informs us that he has already cleared 
sixteen dollars with the ten loaned him the 6th of the present month. . 

October 28th. G- L. W. , is twenty-eight years old, and was born 
in Salem, Mass. He was convicted of grand larceny in this city, and sent to 
Sing Sing for four years and eight months. He served his time out, and was 
discharged the 27th October, 1845. The principal keeper says: “ His con- 
duct has been good for the last year.” He has had a good education, but for 
the last few years, previous to his imprisonment, his life has been a continued 
career of crime. He appears to be much subdued, and says that he is deter- 
mined to lead a virtuous life in future. He attributes his change of disposition 
to the kind treatment he received during the latter part of the time he was in 
prison.” We hope he is sincere, and there is reason for believing that he is so. 
He has been used to the sea, and is a good sailor. Boarding was procured for 
him at the Sailor’s Home. In about a week a berth was obtained for him on 
board of a vessel] bound for Mobile and Europe. He was supplied with a com- 
plete fitting out at the expense of the Association, and returned $15 of it before 
he sailed. 

The following letter was addressed to the Agent of the Prison Association in 
New York, 

Norwich, Monday, August 11, 1845. 

DEAR s1R !—I was in hopes to be able to return home this week, prior to my Conrtsin 
the Western counties, but 1 find so heavy an arrear of business here, that I am com- 
pelled to remain, and shall not be at home until some time in September. 

As the Executive Committee will meet in the mean time, I beg te make some sug- 
gestions to them. 

I forward, herewith, a newspaper account of what I have done in regard to our 
matters. My charge to the Grand Jury produced from them a presentment, which wal 
be published this week, and which I will also forward to you. 

I shall continue, in the other counties which I visit, to pursue the same course, 60 
that when I return, I shall be able to report to the Society the state and condition of 
some six or eight of our County Jails. 

The County Jails afford a wide field for our operations, and I suggest to the Com- 
mittee, that they cause an examination of a number of them to be made during the 
summer. 

We have examined that in New York. Those in Brooklyn and Staten Island, can 
very easily be examined. That constitutes the Ist District, If the Committee should 

* This man has since repaid us our advances for him, and contributed $20 to our funda!  
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authorize an examination of those in the 2d District, those two districts, with the prisons 

which I can report upon, would make some 20, whose condition could be stated in 

our annual report, and make a very valuable addition to it. I wish you would oblige 

me by calling the attention of the Committee to the subject. : 
Lhave here met with cases of three discharged convicts, which deserve attention. 

One, a Dr. B——, who came outof Sing Sing some four or five years ago, and who 

returned to this county, united himself to his tamily, collected together his property, 

accumulated some more, and after four or five years of honest industry, moved with 

is family to Wisconsin, with the means of buying him a farm. a 

A man by the name of I , an Irishman, sent to Auburn from this county, staid his 

time out and returned to the county. In the prison he learned the trade of a cabinet- 

‘On his release, he took his wife and children out of the poor-house, where 

they had been during his confinement, and began to work at his new trade in the village 

of Oxford, where he has lived the last two years. He has now plenty of business, is 

making money, is very much esteemed and trusted by his neighbours, and has lately 

been appointed sexton to one of the churches. 

The third case is that of a man who has been out only two or three months. Before 

he went to prison, he was a rough rowdy from the Backwoods. He is now an orderly, 

decent, industrious man, and says the prison has been a good school to him. Every 

body notices the change in his deportment. 
Tt will be well to keep a record of these things, as they all go to show the benefi- 

cial results that may be attained. 
‘With my regards to the members of the Committee, 

: LT remain yours truly, 

Mary McHugh belonged to a respectable Trish family, in Upper Canada. 

There being several sisters at home, and her services not needed, she deemed it 

best to relieve her parents of a part of their burthen, by an effort to earn her 

own living. For that purpose she came to the United States, and entered into 

the service of Mrs. She discharged the duties of her station in a satisfac- 

tory manner, and secured the confidence and affectionate good-will of the family. 

At the death of Mrs. , she engaged in another family in the same neigh- 

bourhood. This Mrs. promised her a dollar a week for her services ; 

but after she had been there three weeks, she told her that she should give but 

sixty-two cents. Mary then requested the wages that were due her, that she 

might go into the service of another family near by, who had offered her a dollar 

and a quarter a week. Mrs. declared that she should not leave till she 

had procured another servant; that she would not pay her a cent till another 

servant came, and that she would pay her only sixty-two cents a week from the 

beginning to the end of her stay. 

This oppressive and altogether unjustifiable conduct, excited Mary's resent- 

ment. Partly in anger, and partly from the idea that her employer intended to 

‘wrong her, she hid a silver can and some spoons in the wood-house. There is 

every reason to believe that she had ne intention of stealing them, and she was 

not aware that such a step subjected her to the danger of a criminal prosecu- 

tion. rs. —— was extremely exasperated; and, it is to be hoped, more 

under the influence of thoughtless anger than of deliberate cruelty, she caused 

the poor girl to be arrested. The silver was found where she confessed she had 

hid it; she was tried, convicted, and sentenced to Sing Sing for two years. 

‘A sense of the disgrace which her imprudence had brought upon herself and 

family, and especially the anguish it would inflict on her mother’s heart, com- 

pletely broke the spirit of the sufferer. Her sensitive nature could not bear up 

under the terrible struggle, and she sunk into a listless despair. She took 

extremely little nourishment, and obtained scarcely any sleep. It soon became 

evident that reason was giving way under the influence of perpetual grief, and 

that she was in danger of melancholy lunacy the remainder of her life. Her 

father, a venerable old soldier, who had been lamed in the Britsh army at the 

pattle of Saragossa, came from Canada with en earnest petition in her behalf, 

backed with letters and certificates from magistrates and other people of influ 

ence and high respectability, testifying to the good character and conduct of 
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Mary and her family. The cruel circumstances of the case being officially laid 
before the Governor, in connexion with these certificates, he granted a pardon 
and communicated the welcome intelligence to the afflicted father, ina letter 
which did him great honour. While 1 write this, my heart ejaculates, “« Ma 
Heaven bless him!” , y 
__ A letter from Eliza W. Farnham, the excellent matron of Sing Sing Prison 
inquired of me, (as agent of the Committee on discharged convicts,) ‘whether 
the Prison Association could provide for this unfortunate creature till such time 
as her father could come for her. I replied, that a suitable place had better be 
procured in the neighbourhood of the prison, and the Association would pay her 
board tili she could be restored to her home. 

As she was labouring under derangement of mind, and required some gentle 
restraint, it was difficult to procure a suitable place, and she was conveyed to 
the County House. Another letter from E. W. Farnham informed me of this. 
and expressed great anxiety on her account. For four days she had tasted no 

food, nor obtained a single hour of sleep. The letter concluded by saying 
«This, in addition to her previous exhaustion, must, if continued, soon produce 
death. She is exceedingly miserable, and my heart is sore at the thought of 
leaving so sensitive and shrinking a spirit all unshielded as she is.” ° 

Unwilling that she should remain in the County House an hour longer than 
was necessary, I started for Tarrytown the very day I received the letter. I 
had seen the poor child of misfortune at Sing Sing, some months before, and 
my sympathies were awak aed in her behalf. She recollected me at once, and 
made no objection to returning with me to New York. She was in such a deli- 
cate state of health, mis. and body, that I could not bear to place her with 
strangers, who would fevf no sympathy for her ; and though it was inconvenient 
toreceive her into my family, I thought it best under the circumstances to do so. 
We found her simple-hearted, unoffending and grateful; easily guided, though 
somewhat troublesome from the wanderings of her mind, and the highly excita- 
ble state of her nexvous system. She expressed an earnest desire to see Bishop 
Hughes. I went for him, and was much pleased with the prompt and hearty 
cheerfulness with which he came to speak to her words of encouragement and 
consolation. She soon began to take nourishment, and during the four weeks 
that she remained under my roof, she continued to improve in health, though 
her mind still remained feeble and wandering. The female branch of the Prison 
Association having provided a home for the women convicts released from 
Sing Sing, it was thought best that Mary should gothere. A few days after 
she left my roof, her mother came for her. She appeared to be a respectable 
worthy, hard-working woman. I conveyed her to her daughter, and it was 
truly affecting to witness their meeting. ‘They threw themselves into each 
other's arms, wept, looked at each other, and wept again. On the eighth of 
this month, they departed together for their home in Canada, and it is hoped 
that time will gradually restore poor Mary to health and reason. 

_ LT have purposely avoided mentioning the name of the woman whose oppres- 
sive and harsh treatment occasioned the wreck of this poor, well-meaning gir] 
and such great distress to an innocent family. May the consequences of her 
proceedings teach hera lesson for the future. Not for the wealth of the Indies, 
wopdd T do such an injury to a fellowbeing. , 
~“ November 22d. P. , twenty-four years old, was born in Ham- 
burg, and has been in this country near four years; he was convicted in this city 
of grand larceny, and sentenced for two year's, which expired, and he was dis- 
charged the 10th November, 1845. He has learned the business of a stone- 
cutter at Sing Sing. and now has the oer of employment if he can procure 
tools. I have given him an order to get such as heneeds. P is strongly 
recommended to the attention of this Committee by the officers of the prison. 
He called several days ago, and expressed a hope that he would be able to earn 
hia own livelihood without our aid: he procured employment for a short time, 
but was not able to earn more than paid for his board.  
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REPORT 

OF THE FEMALE DEPARTMENT. 

Tue Female Department, organized under the eighth article of the Consti- 

tution, dates its existence as a regularly constituted body, from a meeting held 

at the Lyceum, January 18th, 1845. Previous to that period, a number of 

ladies had prepared themselves for acting ou the subject by visiting the vari- 

ous prisons; and reports of these visits were read at the meeting, in order to 

give the audience a definite view of the objects proposed to be effected by the 
Female Department. The conclusion drawn from these reports, and from 

various statements of fact made by ladies present, who had long interested 

themselves in the condition of female prisoners, was, that little effectual could 

be done for this class of persons, without a place of reception, where they could be 
preserved from evil influences while suitable places were being found for them. 

At this meeting, a constitution and by-laws for the regulation of the Female 

Department were adopted ; an Executive Committee of twenty-four ladies was 

chosen; and from this Committee were elected a First and Second Directress, 

reasurer, and Secretary. 
* This Board was nfterwards enlarged, in the hope that the arduous duty of 

visiting the prisons might be somewhat lightened, by enlisting more members 

in the service. A Corresponding Secretary was also added, to facilitate com- 

munication with the Parent Association. 
Frequent meetings were held during the winter, at the house of one of the 

members, to report on the condition of the prisons, and to devise means for the 

effectual assistance of female convicts after their discharge. it was found thet 

many of the inmates of the City Prisons as well as of the prison at Sing Sing, 

professed a desire to Jead new and better lives, if help could be offered them; 

and of these, not a few presented appearances which afforded rational ground of 

hope that they might be restored to respectability and usefulness. 
When persons of the latter class were discharged, the Committee endeavoured 

to find shelter and employment for them, and some even received them into 
their families, rather than disappoint the expectations excited by the visits and 

conversation of the ladies at the prisons. But the difficulty of procuring board 

in decent families for persons fresh from prison proved so great, that it became 

evident to all, that the Female Department could do nothing materially to 

benefit this almost hopeless class of unfortunates, without a house, in which to 

receive and keep them, until permanent places could be found for them; a 
temporary home, where kindness, order, neatness and industry, might all be 

brought into action to fit them for residences among the regular and the good, 

who would, it was hoped, be induced to give them a trial in that best of all 

schools, the humane and mora] private family. 

Tt is needless to recount the toils and delays which beset the attempt to open 

such a House of Refuge. Differences of opinion as to the expediency of the 
plan, forebodings of failure from want of public support, and a thousand other 

  

1845.] NEW YORK PRISON ASSOCIATION. 127 

considerations, sincerely urged, and deeply felt, seemed destined to impede, if 
not to crush entirely, any present effort towards the foundation of an institution, 
which aimed at no less an object than to assist a great city in caring for a very 
large, and most degraded class ;—to thin the ranks of female prisoners by pre- 
venting recommitments, and to produce an important change in the condition 
of the prisons themselves. But every month’s records making it plain, that 
something must be done for the hundreds of females committed and recom- 
mitted, for every variety of offence, doubts and fears gave way to the necessity 
of the case; and the Committee, as with one voice, were urgent with the 

Parent Association, to aid in establishing a Home, for the temporary reception 
of such discharged female convicts as might show a disposition to reform. 

The consent of the Association having been obtained, a house was procured, 

and, on the 12th of June, opened for the reception of such females as should 

come recommended from the various prisons. Competent matrons were 
secured, and a considerable amount of furniture contributed by various benevo- 
lent persons. Since that time, 107 females have been sheltered at the Home; 

some, only for a single night, others, for a longer period, according to their 
circumstances. Of this number, places have been found for twenty-five, and 

from thirteen of these, favourable accounts have been received; while with 

regard to those from whom no accounts have been received, we may safely 
conclude, that at least some have given satisfaction to their employers. 

Places in the country are considered the most desirable, in every point of 
view ; and the Committee hope to excite a degree of interest among the benevo- 
lent in our villages, which will lead them to consider, whether they can easily 
render a more acceptable service to humanity, than by taking into their houses, 
as domestics, these persons, after their conduct in the prison and at the Home, 

has been such as to give good hope of their entire reformation. Many of the 
inmates of the Home have been excellent in the various departments of household 

labour; while others, less robust perhaps, have been no less skilful as seamstresses. 

It can scarcely be doubted that throughout the country, where domestics are 
procured with so much difficulty, to give employment to such persons as these 
must be productive of great good ;—not to those alone who appeal so touchingly 
to the sympathies of the virtuous and the happy, but to those who should be 
induced, through a sentiment of christian kindness, to extend a helping hand to 
suchas the careless wurld is apt to consider hopelessly fallen. 

Our experiment has been tried on a very narrow scale, and under various 
disadvantages; yet the degree of success which has attended it has been more 
than sufficient to assure us, that, with adequate means at the outset, and proper 

management throughout, it may be made the instrument of vast good. Under 
the influence of kindness and sympathy, we find sparks of goodness still remaining 
where the outward aspect of humanity is almost obliterated; and hearts, hard 

as the nether mill-stone to reproach and contempt, soft es infancy, to gentle 
remonstrance and appeals tothe better nature. Habits of neatness and industry 
are not so difficult to establish as we had feared. Those who are unwilling to 
work in return for the shelter and assistance offered them, are the exceptions. 

So zealous and effective has been the service of the inmates, that we see good 

Teason to hope the establishment may, in time, be made nearly to support itself, 

by the voluntary exertions of those who are anxious thus to repay, in part,  
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and, from the amount of work already 

offered, and the satisfaction expressed with that which has been done, we antici- 

pate ap increase of our facilities when the establishment shall be better known. 

From the effect of time, also, we hope to find the difficulty of procuring places 

for such subjects as we can recommend, constantly diminishing. We are told, 

that at other benevolent and reformatory jnstitutions, which are known to furnish 

capable domestics, such as are about to leave them are bespoken long in advance} 

so that those who have the charge, have a choice of applicants. This, there- 

fore, is a yational object for our efforts 5 and we trust experience will give such 

value to our recommendations, that we may find no diffeulty in placing advan- 

tageously any of whose reformation we can feel reasonable hope. 

That an establishment, like the Home, is imperatively called for by the ne- 

cessities of this city, cannot be doubted by any person who will give the subject 

one moment’s reflection. All the arguments which are urged with such irre- 

sistible force, for the utility of the original Association, apply without exception 

to the provison of a shelter for released female convicts ; whe can be aided in uo 

important respect, while they are wandering ym the haunts of infamy, beset 

with temptations on every side, and sure to have whatever good resolutions may 

have dawned in their wretched souls, swept away by those who jie ever in 

wait to prevent any escape from the ranks of degradation. Whatever reforma- 

tory influences might be exerted in the prison,—and, unfortunately, those are at 

present sadly disproportioned to the necessities of the case,—when a woman is 

discharged, penniless, or with a few shillings in her pocket, her almost inevita- 

ble fate is a return to vice, unless some asylum be at hand for her rescue. Be- 

nevolent individuals may at once exert themselves to procure & situation for her, 

but where is she to remain during the interval? where can she stay for a sin- 

gle night? This may seem extravagant; but those who have made the attempt 

will testify, that to find any respectable home, bed or board, for the newly dis- 

charged convict, is almost an utter impossibility. To say to her, ‘ Go for the 

present, and when | have found a place, 1 will send for you,” is to condemn her 

almost without hope, to a state which wi}, in ail human probability, prove SWwOrse 

than the first.” Without character, without money, clothes, home, friends,— 

what is, what can be her resource? Let our city records answer 5 let street 

brawls,—midnight murder,
—despairing suicide,—speak what language is imad- 

equate to describe. 

« But the establishment of a House of Refuge is expensive.” Not so much 

so as may be supposed, when the number of those to be benefited is taken. jute 

consideration ; and at apy rate, not so much so as the perpetual recommitment, 

helpless vagrancy, and hopeless degradation of a large portion of the jower class 

of women in this city. Asa measure of public economy, the wealthy part of our 

tax-payers cannot lay out money to better advantage, than in aiding us to place 

ur infant establishment on a liberal and permanent footing. 

In touching upon the subject of funds, we would remark, that our attempts to 

oners, have hitherto eyobraced all such as appear 

benefit discharged female pris 

ed to us sincerely desirous to reform ; thus making our selection depend rather 

upon our judgment of individual character, 

But of late, the narrowness of the means at command of the Ass 

been urged as a reason why we must, at least for the present, confine our efforts 

the benefits conferred upon them; 

than any rule of classification. 
ociation, has 
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to such as are in a strict | legal sense convicts ; i. i ws ] : 3 1. ® persons conv: ti 

oo net those ior focling only for misdemeanor. While we mht tothe 

cessity, feeling that there mu fored poinf ist be, among thi Paine ° 4 3 ig those who hav 
imprisonment a various slighter causes, numbers whom we might be the benny 

a men # of saving from total destruction, we venture to hope for ator 
good wie rents means ; and that they will not refuse to intrust us with fin “7 

making further experiments on ate i a 
wee greatness of the undertaking. Seale more nearly commensurate 

the other branch of d i luty assigned to the Fema} i e Department,— i 
eats to ue case of females while in prison,—we can weresly ae ‘ Th ae 

e 
Need * 3 soling. We have become convinced, that until bur “prison re 
provided ® " b means of reformation,—especially, classification of offenders, and 
een eee are, ite can be done by unempowered individuals, howev 

Zedlous and se sacri cing. Of all the prisons that have come under our ob: 
ve ion, ’ 2 ‘ng alone gives the offender an opportunity for a return to d ney 

a. i “ one an tl ‘ otherss almost every evil influence seems at work to ont f : 
City mation, an educate for deeper crime. A condemnation to either of the 
rity Bais ne appears to us almost equal to a sentence of moral death; so hope. 
l mpt to preserve even a spark of vi i : 1 a e sp of virtue or good intenti 

ans crorpowered on every side, by masses of infamy and corruption mine 
ponents ~ he lest to desire any interference with the legitimate ‘ends of 
I 3 but ould have it borne in mind, unis n mind, that at least on 
i the reformation of the offender; and if, for the sake of making him ° vere 

ip wera | vor t ° evils he has inflicted on society, we make him more wicked 
2: : an shameless * in pefore 3 We prepare a yet worse member for the communi i 

ands creases sl " ul progression the very ills for whose cure pasishment : 
’ . e@ wholesome restraints of . were | R 3 of deceney and good m 
" cntey changes ° the cont and it is not until these shall ave wroughs 

s nge, that ther tar ' e can be any danger of the prison proving too 

Tt is unnecessal ry to dwell upon the well-k pen : ell-known deplorable iti 
i a catia | and Hospital at Blackwell’s Island. N or can there bo at hope 
Mhepane tant improvements until a radical change be effected in the Fe vale 
wenn ne oth. And here, the Committee would express their sett a 

wane re ut this dopartinent should be under the control of intelligent nd 
en; sufficient in number te ca! 4 “ ilo ens 8 2 xry out, with precision 

a ‘mn of classification, to superintend the different employments of the risen, 

he and fe , pursing of the sick, and advise and instruct in all that concerns 
the Semen ‘6 ¥ the women ;—~subject, of course, to the general oversight f 
decors p in endent, Commissioners, &c. We believe that justice. ; 

a : 
lian a ms . Sound economy, all point to a provision, by law, for the pends 

orn ery on and control of female prisoners, by competent persons of th i 
Pontes f cannot be supposed that two matrons—the number now at the 
cater uy 2 re suticient to pene order out of confusion, and to take propor 

our hundred female pri isi an t prisoners, com i 
We and all degrees of ignorance and depravity. , prising the sick and te 

e can i ; Femac Deere in confidence, of the benefits of such a provision for the 

in our prisons gen ty generally, from the great degree of success  
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i ‘i i 

attending this or Sing wit in the City Prison, while under the care of the 

in the prison at , di harged. ‘Even the order, industry, end comfort estal ‘| 

fro mo rome prove to our entire satisfaction, the expediency an ; 

lished at the jenilgr government upon a large scale. In the present state of 

practicability ‘tial step towards the chauge we desire, we consider to Pe his 

a Oe ws its ‘provisions for female prisoners, shall recognize nv 

Tht toe wen | ‘the sympathy, counsel, and care of the benew® ent nd 

ee weber own sex, and that it therefore secure this right by prop: 

judicious © 

‘ ‘ tion of b de by women; and their continuance 

"The nomination of matrons should be made by 1d tk nes 

in office should certaink not be subject to the fitful changes incident to appom! 

in office Ly 

ments made by political parties. 

has been fairly tried; as, for instance, 

E. EATON, First Dorectress. 

Cc. M. Kinknanp, Corresponding Secretary. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 

OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE FEMALE DEPARTMENT OF THE nearer peen ete 
PRISON ASSOCIATION, ON THE SUBJECT OF THE “ TEMPORARY HOME” 

FOR DISCHARGED FEMALE CONVICTS, RECENTLY ESTABLISHED, AND THE 
Ag ni al a 

“QASES.”” 

Ir bas long been known to those who have interested themselves in this class of 

persons, that it was the practice of discharged female convicts, immediately upon 
leaving their places of confinement, to return to their old haunts of vice, and the society 

of their former associates, from the fact that none others would receive them. The 

virtuous instinctively shrunk from them, fearing disgrace and contamination. Being 

counted unworthy of confidence, and inefficient as labourers, this unhappy class could 
obtain no friends or employment among the orderly and the good—scarcely the hearing 

of their humble petitions for leave to toil in the most menial service. Abundant 
confirmation of this fact was discovered by the Committee, during their visits to the 

prisons. Also, that among the many convicts a great diversity of character existed— 

degrees in crime were apparent. Some were found intelligent, with capacity and. 
skill to labour; some were young, and their degradation appeared more the result of 

cutward circumstances, than of mnate depravity and wilful crime; and the entire 

reformation to habits of sobriety, honesty and virtue, of many, if placed in favouring 

circumstances, was deemed but a reasonable expectation. While no systematic pro- 

vision was made for this crisis in the fortunes of these fallen ones, the assistance afforded. 

them was accidental, rarely offered, and altogether inadequate to meet the necessities 

of their case; they seemed, therefore, compelled to run the same round of miserable 

changes, resulting often in a return to prison again and again—this wretched variety 

being “the portion of their cup.” The number of recommitments, it is believed, 

could thus, in part, be accounted for. 

Added to these facts, the tearful, touching appeals for a shelter and honest employ- 

ment—so often made by those scan ta be discharged, to the visiters of the prisons— 
stimulated to enterprise and experiment, and confirmed them in the belief, that in this 

way, good might result to those who otherwise were sure to be lost. 

Under these circumstances, the plan of the present Home early suggested itself to 

the Executive Committee. Our means being limited, we confined ourselves to a 

limited scale of operations, hoping that, after having tested the utility of the scheme, 
more adequate arrangements might be made. 

Tt has been ascertained that a similar system of classification is necessary for a few, 
that has been found indispensable for a great number. Were there only six or twelve 

to provide for, a diversity of employments, to suit the different capacities, would be 

important; so also, the same necessity might exist of preventing free conversation 

among them, that those ekilled in evil practices might not thus further corrupt and 

educate in wickedness the young and comparatively inexperienced in crime ;—so that 
we would hardly consider the present a fair test of what might be done upon a more 
extended plan. 

A number of circumstances have contributed to forbid the making of much effort, 
hitherto, to induce individuals to take advantage of this provision for them. Most of 

the members of the Committee left the city soon after the Home was opened, and 
Were absent during the summer; and the few who remained, found enough to do to  
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attend to the general concerns of the Home and its inmates, many of whom found 

i i i icitati f the visiters. their way thither without solicitation from any o! : ae 

“another reason which discouraged our endeavours in this direction, was the fact, 

that the condition of the female departments of the prisons, has afforded little opporta- 

nity for direct and profitable labours within their walls, for the benefit of the convicts. 

The want of matrons of suitable character, and sufficient in number, in the prieons Aaa 

this city, on whom we could depend for a cheerful and efficient co-operation, and who 

could establish a correct system for the reformation and well-being of ee female cone 
ly fruitless. An exception sho 

icts, rendered our labours among them nearly ; L ic | 

Tuade of the two valuable and excellent matrons of the City Prison, during the period 

of their labours. Still another reason that pointed to the uselessness of very active 

efforts to obtain inmates for the Home was, that as many came with the Present 

amount of effort as could be conveniently accommodated ; so that we wait or the 

ability to provide for a greater number, before we offer the charities of the institution 

in i tt of them. to the hrmdreds who are suffering for the wan 
‘We bear in mind, that the provisions of the Home have respect only to those who 

‘Come under the action of the law, and have been for a longer or shorter time tenants 

of a prison; if, after examination, they are found unable to support themselves, they 

i ision i h cases. are recommended to the public provision in suc! . 

Also, we adhere to the rule, that the stay of the women at the Home be limited to 

the time elapsing between their departure from the prison, and their finding a proper 
home and employment. ; ; 
"The following account of the number received at the Home since the 12th of June 

last, and of the disposition made of them, is taken from the records kept at the house: , 

i . . . 75 Whole number received, . . . 

Discharged for disobedience and quarreling, . 
- Left for frivolous reasons—such as too much work, 

“without permission, . . - . . 
Sent to Bellevue Hospital, . . . . 

« « Blackwell’s Island Hospital, . . 

« « their friends, . . . . . 

Taken home by their friends, at their own expense, 
Placed at board, : . 

Service places found for, . 

Received for one night, =. 

Remaining in thé house, 
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Of the 31 sent to service places, there are remaining in those places, 

from whom excellent accounts have been received, - 1 . 

Left her place, it is believed. with good reasons, but has uniformly 
conducted well, . - . . . . . . . : 

Not heard from, . . . . . . . . . . 

Gone back to the Island, . . : . . : . . . 

Left their places on account of ill health, and refusing to go to the 
Hospital, . oe . . . . . 

Left places on account of intemperance, »  - + + + + ou 

With respect to success in the complete and abiding reformation of any of the sub 

jects of our care, they have been too short a time under the influence of our measur 

for us to speak with confidence. The evidences, however, of reformation at present, 

are, in some cases, quite satisfactory. 
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During the first month there were some instances of insubordinate conduct, and some 
dismissals on account of it; but the last two months have developed no such difficulty, 
Order, quiet, and industry in the house, and submission to the rules, have been secured 
by the matrons with ease. One woman, to whom the matrons, on account of her dis- 
obliging conduct, could not give ‘a character,” succeeded at length (through the 
agency of individuals who entered into the views of the Committee) in obtaining a 
situation in the country. The letter enclosed has been received from her, and needs 
no comment. 

Two of the ten from whom good accounts were received, were employed in an 
intelligent family in the country. The gentleman of the house called at the Home, 
and said of one of them, “ She is the smartest girl we ever had in our house, and be- 
haves with perfect propriety.” Of the other he said, emphatically, “ She isa good 
girl.” Another went to her place the first of July, where she is still, and has sent 
money to redeem her clothes, and at the last accounts was doing well. Similar state- 
ments have been received respecting the whole ten. 

The amount received for work* done at the Home is $55 34. Owing to the limited 
stay of the women at the Home, little dependance was made upon its reformatory in- 
fluences ; the result, so far, is more favourable than we anticipated. The improvement 
of the women in their various kinds of work, is highly gratifying: they receive advice 
and instraction with apparent pleasure, gratitude, and profit. 

E. EATON, First Directress. 

Caroline Elizabeth O'D—— , committed for intemperance. She has been at e Home most of the time since it was opened, and her conduct has been unex 
ceptionable—has rendered her services invaluable, because of her adroitness in shirt- making, and sewing im all its varieties. She assists in the superintendence of the sew- ing department; has had great experience in sickness, and has proved herself an 
excellent assistant. 
Sarak O: , left the Home July 12th, to go to Pennsylvania; she is engaged in general housework ona farm. A letter received from the person who employs her, 

states that she is, in all respects, doing well. 
Sarah P——, went to her place July 17th; called at the Home October 27th, to 

report; herself and employer well satisfied. 
A aria G secured a home August 6th; October 21st very favourable accounts received. 

_ Catharine N- , from City Prison, has been at the Home about three months; is employed in the kitchen department; is industrious and very useful there, but too 
advanced in years to perfom all a family would require. 

Rebecca G- an inmate since the 2d of July, is in very feeble health, and not able to leave the house, but when well enough, renders herself useful as tailoress. _ , American, age thirty-eight, from Pennsylvania October 17th; vehaved. well while at the Home. Left November 3d, without permission; not Heard of since. 
, Matilda H.- , came in sick; is a wornan of unusual intelligence; has passed, at different times, about six weeks at the Home. Is capable of making herself useful in almost any circumstances, and has so far recovered her health as to be able to seek other quarters. 

In addition to the above number, homes have been provided for twelve, from whom 
accounts have not yet been received ; there are twenty-four remaining. 

The following is a list of those who have conducted badly, and of whom no just ex- 
pectation can be formed of their amendment. According to their own statement, they 
Were committed for drunkenness: 

A—— H———, Irish, age twenty-five; came June 12th, from one of the pris- 
feetaid two weeks and left, saying the work was too hard. She is now at the Peu- ntiary. : 

* This work was done at the customary low prices of “shop work.”  
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LIST OF DONORS.—FEMALE DEPARTMENT. 

Donations in Cash. 

Stock & Ex. Brokers, Wm. Bloodgood, 
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 Mrs. Snelling & Mra. Ma- 

son, 
Wii. E. Wilmerding, Miss Smith, 
Mrs, Banyer, A friend, 
Miss Jay, 
Mrs, ‘Arthur Bronson, 

Mrs, R. L. Stu 
Richard Schell, v 

p
e
e
 

Cash, 
A friend, 
For the use of the Home, 

a balance left in 
lopper’s hands, 

resin 

A friend, 
Mrs. R. L, Stuart, 
Wm, H. Leggett, 

Mra, Stoddart, 
Mrs. George Ireland, 
Mrs. Andw. Lockwood, 
Miss E. Mitchell, 
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John Neholson, 
Win, Watt, 
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8
s
s
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8
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The following Donations in Dry Goods, §c., ore gratefully acknowledged. 

Seth arene, 2 PY ., (82 rds.,) Canton flannel, N. Wells & Co., lot of fish, 
Adams, titan, & Co., 2 .3., (69 ¥ Hippolibe & Co., lot of brooms, 

D. 8. Mannin, dried apples, 
Indian meal, 

da.) domestic 

rato. ‘Stewart, 1 p., (45 yds.,) brown linen dia- 

Jobeph Sands, 6 pr. blankets, 
& friend, 1p. (5 yds..) carpeting, and 1 p., @3 

yds.,) calico, 1 bale wadding, and 1 cooking 
stove, 

Laden & Hoagland, 3 water pails, 1 wash board, 
1 clothes line, 

Mr. tiadley, lot of crockery, 
etmore, lot of hardware, 

tan ‘Wagenner, do. 
dos. Bradley, 1 doz. wooded chairs, 
Israel Minor, medicin: 
1-2 doz. hymn books.- Tract Society, 
i doz, Bibles.—Bible Society, 
Wolfe & Gillespie, 1 doz. knives and forks, 
Hyslop & Bro., 1 doz. 0.5 
Ingoldsby & Bonceau, carving knife, steel, and 

Van Duzer, 1 account boo! 

John Gihon, 2 ps., (60 yds,,) tow cloth, 
Clark & ich, lot "of fish, 
Farmer, 3 bushels potatoes, 
P. G. Arcularius, 1 caddy blk. tea, 

Miss Smith, crockery, 
Roe Lockwood, 1 ar. paper, 1 bottle ink, 1 paper 

unt book, 

Beer ‘1 air ti; 
et Haydons, 45 as fiannel, 30 yds. bleached 

cnustin, and 2 large b! 
R c ‘Wetmore, basket crockery, Sabbath Eehoot rae pl — ‘e. Tract Society, 2 

tshmean, 1 p. mus! book ¢: 
Neinon & Cobb, 1 box soap, H. H. Grecley, ‘the Tribun 

mith & Howe, 1 cheese, ‘3. C. PL Clinch, 1 aree willow basket 
or Burkhalter, 6 lbs. fe, lane & Randolph, 2 2 tons of c 
A. N. Brown, 1 ham, 1 p. beef, E. & J. Bussing, 1 bundle of dry ‘goods. 
Buon a ‘Herder, 50 Toe. sugar,   

List of Subscribers to the Female Department. 

Mrs. Eaton, Mrs, Hatch, Mrs, J. L. Mason, 
Mrs. J. H. Martyn, J. WW. Mrs. T. C. Doremus, 
Mrs. Samuel M, ritel, . F. M, Fi Mrs. Erelinghnysen, 

Cochra: . . Kirl | M > 
Mrs, William Hirklan id, + etree, Mee Bouker ‘hoff, 
Mrs, Eaton, | Mrs. George N. ‘Allen, 
Mrs. Richd. Weeks, . Roosevelt, 
Mrs. Jas, Gibbons, irs. Hastings, 
Mrs, I Mrs. Gorham Abbott, 

rs, Lan 
Mrs. Tom’ ons 

Mrs, Robert Wan, k, “Miss Lippit. 
5 D. Cochran, 

Subscribers not included in the Executive Committee. 
Mies Lynch, Mrs, Hinckle: 
Miss Wright, 
Mrs, Sherm: 
Mrs, Gmet lliame, 

Mere Lydia W a, a Wo 
Miss D. es ood, 

Hinckley, 

Miss Stayley, 
s Amelia Strong, 

Mice Angelina Strong, 
Mrs, Par: 
Mrs. each Be 1 
Mrs. Bridgham, PPer 

Mrs, » Bae, (life member,) 

Miss M. Few, 
Mrs. Lewi    


