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301 Membership
Backs Peterson
In Congress Race

The combined 301 membership
and stewards’ meeting Tuesday
night and Wednesday afternoon un-
animously endorsed President An-
drew Peterson as candidate for
Congress to unseat Representative F C " '
Bernard Kearney. Thepaction Wis Qr ' onvenflon
taken on recommendation of the e Local 301 elected 10 delegates to
lixecutive Board. Viee-president (g Saine 2 Lhe national UE convention and
William Hodges presided during : e a ; ' adopted resolutions to submit to The craft workers also voted to
that part of the meeting, = - o G Ly e . the_,. convention, at __the_member- | insist that the. company immedi-

A lifelong Denioc':at, Peterson is e i :  ship and stewards’ meeting Tues-

_sceking the Democratic homina- ek - we _day night and Wednesday after-
(T)-ioh in a primary Aght against e P A i noon at 501 hall. " ‘
“William M. Murphy of the Union | WA ‘ :
College faculty, picked by the Dem-
ocratic machine, Peterson has been
endorsed by the Amevican Labor
Party. Kearney has been selected
again by the Republican machine.

SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK

301 Candidate ‘

“July 23, 1948

More Protest Meetings Held
By Craft Groups This Week

Toolmalkers, tool room machine operators, and machinists (non-
production) held their third protest meeting during working hours
Wednesday. )
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The meeting voted overwhelm-
ingly to continue the weekly pro-
test meetings. With the hall filled
to overflowing a motion to discon-
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tinue the demonstrations was de-

_ | | o _ feated by over six to one.
Scene from the skit “Blitzkrieg 1948”, in which three reporters ask _embarmsging questions of Senator Daft

and Congressman Partly, authors of the Partly-Daft Bill. Left to right, David Roykoufl as a reporter; Gor-
i s “Mw. % don_ Belgrave as_Congressman Partly: Edward. De. Matteo_as. Senator.Daft; Frances Eisenstadt and Salvatore
a ST Maietta, as reporters. The skit was written and directed by Dorothy Perlin and acted by a UE cast. There
‘This year's 301 Field Day queen, * also were several specialty acts by 301 members. .
Jennie Tescione, is an athlete too. o | ‘ ,
THere she is at bat for the 301 girls’
softhall team.

ately start discussions with the
union on the dispute.
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. The day before they had been

~The convention will be Sept. 6
through Sept. 10 in New York City.. handed a letter from Works Man-

It had to be changed from Buffalo ager J. M. Howell, which com-
because of lack of lotel space. -
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ANDREW PETERSON

plained of disruption of production
[

Delegates are President Andrew  ,and threatened lay-offs in reprisal,~
Peterson, Vice-President William

Fs

Real People's Program

fou

but at the same time withdrew an

Other Endorsements
The Local 301 meeting also voted

Presented by Peterson

* 301 President Andrew Peterson’s

program as a Congressional candi-

Hodges, Business Agent Leo Jan-
dreau, Chief Shop Steward Wil-
Jdiam Mastriani, . Recording  Seere-

carlier warning notice and said the
company was ready to discuss

Jrasie kaos bt

TR

three other endorsements recom-
mended by the Board: Dr. Walter
Gross for state senator; Carroll A,
Gavdner, for county clerk, and R.
Eugene Male for second ward sup-
ervisor,

* date “covers equally the interests apy Helen Quirini, Board Members Stievances and “make  correction
of farmers, all branches of labor,  william Stewart, Charles Ferris, wherever warranted.”
veterans and small business.” James Cognetta and Dewey Brash-
In a statement announcing he ear, and national  Secretary-
would try to win the Democratic Treasurer Julius Emspak, a char-
nominatio.n,. Peterson sai('l, “My ter member of 301. | presed the hope that this meant
program is that drawn up in Jan- Resolutions passed by 301 this  {fic company now was ready to
uary by the CIO and the Farmers’ yoek called for:
Union. — Its emphasis is on restor-
ation of price control in such a way
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. Union Asks Prompt Meeting
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In a prompt reply to Howell,
Business Agent Leo Jandreau ex-
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Like Peterson, Dr. Gross is an
enrolled Democrat who will run
against a machine candidate in the
Aug. 20 primaries. He has ALP
endorsement.
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k _ - discuss the craft inequities, He
Returning the foreign policy and  pointed out that there had been no
the government of the country to rveply from Howell to Jandreau’s
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Grace Jones, left, captain of the
UE girls’ softball team from Pitts-
field, Mass., is congratulated by
Helen Quirini, captain of the 301
girls’ team. Pittsfield beat Sche-
nectady 5 to 3.

Nathaniel Croxton of Weaver St. goes for a pony ride.

The young attendant at the right is on hand to see

the pony doesn’t get too frisky. The riding ring is

always one of the most popular spots at Field Day

as far as the younger generation is concerned.

S
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Chiet Shop Steward William Mastriani referecing the
boxing bout between Leo Montenaro and Tony Berone
at Columbia Park. It was a draw. Later Mastriani
was injured while refereecing a wrestling mateh and
had to stay home from work a day.
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An eflort to interest the Denio-
erats in  nominating a candidate
who merits labor support revealed
two things very clearly, the officers
reported. 4 -

“The Democratic machine as
headed by Messrs. Buhrmaster and
Sherry want no part of an alliance
with labor and would rather lose
than take a clear-cut stand on a
program of coalition with labor and
commitments to labor.

“The Democratic top machine
has given up any hope of winning
any offices other than those held
by the very popular Mr, Gardner
and the supervisor post of Eugene
Male.” |

Democratic Machine Stalls

The officers reported that “when
it became evident that all we were
getting from the machine was a lot

of stalling, close to the petition

deadline, President Peterson, act-
ing on his own but in consultation
with the other officers and on the
request ol many people, announced
(Continued on Page 2)

as to protect both farmers and con-
sumers from food trust profiteer-
ing, extension of democracy, re-
peal of the Taflt-Hartley law, pro-
tection of - farmers’ income and
sarvices, veterans’ rights, lower
taxes on. small income groups,
housing, health and pension meas-
ures, and a Roosevelt foreign pol-
icy for peace.”

Peterson charged that Bernard
Kearney, present Republican Con-
gressman from the 3lst Distriet,
‘has consistently voted against the
interests of his constituents, the
ftarmers, working people and small
business people who make up. this
district.” |

The 301 president pledged him-
self to work for the ending of Big
Business control of the government,

301 Attorney's Hours

~ Marshall Perlin, 301 attorney,
can be consulted by union members
every Monday through Thursday,
from 2 pani. to b p.m,, at the union
office. Members can see him at
other times by appointment.

the hands of the people, instead of
continuing under DBig. Business
domination. | _

A campaign Lor wage raises and
price control.

Achieving unity of action with
other branches of the labor move-
ment in day-to-day issues as a

(Continued on Page 3)

Building Tradesmen
Important
Special Meeting
Tuesday, July 27
7:30 P.M.
‘Local 301 Hall
Erie Blvd. and Liberty St.

letters of June 23 and July 9, of-
fering to discuss any classifieation
or proup of classifications regard-
ing which the company might want
to negotiate, Jandreau said that if
the company now is ready to nego-
tiate, he suggests a prompt meet-
ing with representatives of the
craft groups either together or sep-
arately.

The welders will hold their third
protest mecting this afternoon,
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Relusing 0\'erl_ime Work

All eraft groups are continuing
to refuse to work overtime. Build-
ing tradesmen, who have been do-
ing this for five weeks, will meet
Tuesday night to consider develop-
ments and poasible further action.

Howell’s letter admitted that the
wurning notices given for the July
7 walk-out were out of order, but
added “we cannot, stand by idly and
Cipnore constant disviiption to pro-
duction.,” He said the company
suspended overtime work for those
who walked out last week. This

(Continued on Page 2)

.~ This-is a sack race in case you never saw one before. Just try it sometime!. Horseshoe pitcher in action. .
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More Protest Meetings
- Held by Cratt Groups

(Contmued from Page 1)
action came after the men them-
selves had voted to refuse over-
time. :

Howell's letter declared:

- “If the demonstration is repeat-
ed, we may be forced to take fur-
ther and more drastic disciplinary
action. Continued demonstrations
and resulting lay-off's for those in-
volved will unbalance our -opera-
tions.” :
Jandreau Replies to Howell

Jandreau's lelter commented:

“We cannot see the sense of this
reasoning . . . The way to avoid
lost time is to submit the wage
strueture case to arbitration as
called for by the contract, or to get
into negotiations. to settie the rates
_in dispute.” ‘

‘He pointed out that since the dis-
pute had gone all the way in the
" grievance 'procedure, the members
“were free. fo aLt, and “you have no
right unde tho contract to disci-
pline them: 101* such action.”

He l't,peated that the union is

ready to discuss any of the rates
in dispute, at any time.

Local 301 is taking up with AFL
“building trades unions the ques-
tion of outside contractors who are
hrought in on some of the ‘work
which the GE building tradesmen
have been refusing to do on over-
time.

Bldg. 46 Group
Gets Rate Raise

The union has obtained a retro-
active raise in rate for nine people
in Bldg. 46 doing assembly work
on B36 computers. Their rate had
not been changed when their classi-
fication was changed from C to B.

At a meeting with DBusiness
Agent Leo Jandreau on the Howell
level last Priday, Louis Male agreed
to pay the increased rate, retro-
active to the time the classifica-
tion was changed in each case. Any
adjustment was refused at lower
levels. ,

The two with the longest stand-
ing claims get paid back to Jan. 8.
The grievance was filed by Shop
Steward Rossiter Lighthall.
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GE Profits Show
28 Per Cent Gain

GE net profits for the first half
of 1948 were $54,602,339, a jump
of about 28 per cent over the $42,-
802,076 figure for the first half of
1947, President Charles E. Wilson
announced the profit increase in a
statement July 16. '

Earlier in the month, however,

GE had painted a gloomy business
picture in an article “The Higher

Cost of Corporate Living”, in a

monthly GE magazine called “Mon~

ogram’” that is distributed to en-
gineers and others, According to
this article, the 100 leading com-

panies of the United States just

aren’t making enough profits.
“This is not a healthy situation,”
the GE magazine stated. ‘“Ior, so

long as any business fails to earn

a fair profit on the current cost of

“replacing the tools it uses in the

business, it is dissipating its capi-
tal. And some day it will find it-
self too weak to do its job.”

If GE can increase its profits 28
per cent in a sitwation which it
considers “not healthy’”, we wonder
what the “take” would be in a
“healthy” situation.

Appeals Day
The 301 Appeals Commnittee
meets at 4 p.m. every Wednesday

at the union hall to hear the appeal

of any member dissatis fied with
the way a grievance has been
handled. Second shift workers can
be heard at 1 p.m.

Ace Strike Victory

Victory in the eight-week strike
of UE Local 1566 at the Ace Manu-
facturing Corporation, Philadel-

_phia,, brought wage increases of

eight to 17 cents an hour.

by the membership.”
aLLorneys are now mvestlgatmg the

Political Educatmn

Campaign Authorized

Local 301 this week voted to
back its. pohtlcal action program
by authormmg that part of the
Field Day proceeds be spent for a
general educational campaign on
the importance of voting, the is-
sues involved and the record of all
candidates for office. The sum to
be spent shall not be more than
$1,500, the resolution stated. |

The resolution adopted by the
combined membership and stew-
ards’ meeting, on recommendation
of the Executive Board, also pro-
vided “that in the event we are ad-

vised by our lawyers that it is

legal to do so, these funds may be
spent in addition for the purpose of
supporting the candidates endorsed
The union

legality of spendmg the morney for
the support of candidates.

“Interest and participation by
our members in the political life of
our country is essential for the pro-
tection of our democracy,” the res-
olution stated.

“The welfare of our members de-
pends largely upon wise and intel-
ligent political participation, and
such participation requires that all
persons shall vote, and in voting
shall be familiar with the issues
involved and the record of all can-
didates for office.”

There was considerable discus-
sion from the floor, for and against.
One member said the union would
do better to spend. money on a new
union hall than on political activity.

“We won't be needing any union
hall because there won’t be any
unions left if we don’t get started
on political action,” another mems-
ber stated.

While You Read This
A Worker Is Killed

Every four minutes one worker
is killed or crippled in industrial
accidents in the United States, the
CIO News pointed out recently.

Every 16 seconds of the day a
worker is injured. During 1947
there were 17,000 workers killed;
91,000 disabled and 2,000,000 in-
jured. The U. 8. Department of
Labor vouches for the figures.

Fund for UE Family

Fellow workers of Walter 1*uchs,
UE leader of Dayton, Ohio, who
lost his life in June while saving a
child from drowning, have raised

$3500. among  themselves for his.

wife and four children. The money
will be used to pay off the mort-

-gage on the family home. Tuchs

was shop committee chairman for
the four I'rigidaire plants.

“the report stated.

301 Membershlp

Backs Peterson
(Continued from Page 1)

‘his candidacy for Congress on the

CIO-Farmers’ Union program.”

In mentioning Peterson’s oppon-
ent, the officers said, “Mr. Murphy
arrived at Union College two years
ago from Harvard University. He
has declared that he would make

. no commitments to labor.”

- Gardner, a Democrat, is the pres-
ent county clerk and will run on the

Democratic and ALP tickets for re-

election. Male, a Demoecrat with

ALP endorsement, is finishing out .
the term of his father, the late Al-
bert Male, who also was backed’

by Local 301, 2

The union membership approved
an officers’ report on the political
situation which had been submitted

‘to and approved by the Executive @~ =

Board.
Must Defeat I\edrney

The officers declared that one of
the most important jobs before the
union this year is to' defeat Con-
gressman Kearney and elect some-

one who will “work for repeal of

the Taft-Hartley law, restoration
of price control, tax exemption for
low incomes, ete.”

“We investigated the posmblh-
ties in all three political parties,”
they stated. “It became definite
viéry soon that there was no hope
whatever for a primary fight with-
in the Republican party.”

The report pointed out that Vin-
cent Smith, Demoecratic machine
choice for State Senator, is an em-
ployee of the corporation law firm
of Maynard and O’Connor which
obtained the injunction for GE
against the strikers in 1946.

“Mr., Smith personally has ap-
peared in compensation court on
behalf of GE against a 301 mem-
ber in at least one important case.”

Picce Rate Man

The Democratic machine’s atti-
tude toward labor is also reflected
in the choice of an Assembly can-
didate, the officers said.

“IFor Assembly the machine pick-
ed a GE piece rate man.”

“The situation offers a clear-cut
challenge to us in the whole matter
of independent political action,”
“If nominated,
Brother Peterson and Dr. Gross
will make strong candidates against
the reactionaries now holding those
oflices.”

In urging support for Dr. Grossg™

a prominent dentist and liberal
civic leader, the report said: “He

‘gave public support to our 1946

strike. He supports our program
in full.,”

WEAR YOUR UNION BUTTON
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Leo Jandreau

Helen Quirini

Wm. Mastriani

James Cognetta William Stewart

Local 801 will
be represented’

alt. the national
UL convention
by these mem-
bers and Presi-
dent Andrew
Peterson whose
picture is on
page L.

| 301 'ReStilutionS for UE Conveniion

Here are some of the resolutions for the national UE convention
adopted this week by Local 301. The others will be printed next week.

Income Taxes

The present withholding tax sys-
tem was imposed during the war as
a1 means of collecting income taxes
[rom those in the lower brackets.
It imposes an even greater burden
upon the weekly pay checks of the
working people. It violates the
principle of taxation according to
ability to pay.

The promise was made to us dur-
ing the war that the tax scale
which made the withholding tax
necessary would be lifted after the
war. Instead, we have seen the
excess profits tax lifted for the
benefit of the profit-swollen cor-
poratiorns, and we have had such

phony tax reduction measures—as—8
the one passed by Congress this

term, benefitting the rich and mak-
ing it impossible to give real tax
relief to those who need it.

The present Congres has carried
out once more the program con-
demned by President Roosevelt,

“relief for the greedy instead of-

the needy.”

We call for the restoration of
the excess profits tax on corpora-
tions, and for income exemptions
of $2,000 for single persons, $3,000
for couples and ‘BBOO for each de-
pendaent.

We further declare that all can-
didates for Congress should be will-
ing to back this proposal.

UE Constitutional

Principles

UE has grown strong, and work-
ers in our industry have reaped
rich benefits, by carrying out the
sound American prineiple on which

‘UE was based, uniting “all work-

ers in our industry on an industrial
basis, and rank and file control, re-
gardless of craft, age, sex, nation-

.nlitv race, creed or political be-

liefs.”

UL has grown strong on full
democracy, on freedom of thought
and expression, freedom of the bal-
lot, on the traditional American
principle that members are judged
by their actions alone.

These prmclples have been chal-
lenged by the Taft- Hartley law,
which has' sought to sow dissen-
sion and suspicion among union
members by introducing thought
control and witeh hunts into the
conduct of unions. In the recent
negotiations, a certain number of
members. consciously or unconsci-
ously fell for the GE’s effort to
foree this wholly phony issue into
the negotiations. They weakened
the negotiations and worked with
the press in spreading confusion

‘among the members. The maneu-

ver was defeatcd, after much trou-
ble, because the membership as a
whole rejected the Taft-Hartley
trick and stuck to the real issue of
wages, prices, and workmg con-
ditions. |

‘Whenever a union, or a nation,
has fallen for the Big Business line
of red-baiting and political thought
control, that union and that nation
have lost their freedom and their
democracy. Suppression of the
rights of any minority group has
invariably Ueen accompanied by
suppression of the rights of other

groups and the end of rank and-

file control. Red-baiting is the
smokescreen of those who would
serve.the. intevests_of _the _few_in-
stead of the people.

Therefore we reaffirm the Am-
erican democratic principles upon
which this union was founded, and
condemn any efforts to set up any
tests  of membership other than
loyal work in the interest of the
membership.. =

Pensions
In the recent negotiations GE re-~

fused- to establish a satisfactory

minimum pension system. Federal

old age benefits and GE pensions

together are so low as to leave men
with long years of faithful service
dependent upon charity.

Social  Security was fiurther
weakened by the bi-partisan. Con-
gress, which removed one million
persons from its coverage.

We call for the amendment of
the Social Security Act to insure a
minimuni monthly pension of $120
for all. In the meantime we must
make a demand for a minimum of
$120 monthly pension {from our
employers the general policy of
this union, and must carry on a
campaign to enlist community sup-
port for such a demand. And we
must insist that no worker be fore-
ed out on pension against his will
if his pension is less than $120 a
month.

Taft-Hartley Law

In one year since its passage the
Taft-Hartley law has proved what
labor said about it, that every pro-
vision in it was aimed solely to
help Big Business fight the work-
ing ‘people and reduce the living
standards of the American people.

The Taft-Hartley law has been
used by the administration to break

the maritime and railroad strikes,

and to impede the mine workers
and Impose huge fines upon its
treasury. It has been used by the

Geenral Electric Company to in-

terfere with organization of new

ey
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Dele ates Chosen
For UE Convention

(Continued from Page 1)
Lasis for later unity of the whole
labor movement.

Full support to the Remington
Rand workers. ,

Continuing the policy of refusing
to file affidavits with the Taft-
Hartley Board, and working for the
repeal of the law-and the defeat of
Congressmen who voted for it.

Approval of the action of nation-
al UE officers in resigning from
the National CIO-PAC in protest
against its departing from a gen-
uine non-partisan policy; endorse-
ment of the UE Independent Poli-
tical Committee, ~

Reaffirming  the  democratic
principles on which UE was found-
ed and condemning any effort to
set up any test of membership oth-

..._er_than loyal work in the interest

of the membership.
Minimum pensions of $120 a

‘month.

Restoration of the excess profits
tax on corporations; income tax
exemptions of $2,000 for single
persons; $3,000 for couples, and
$500 for each -dependent. “

Commending the national UE of-
ficers as outstanding labor leaders
and fighters for democracy.

plants and to spread confusion
among GE workers.

Those in labor who have sought
to win the employers’ favor by go-
ing voluntarily to the Taft-Hartley
Labor Board,. such as the Auto
Workers and the Machinists, have
found from bitter experience that
they hurt their own members.

Therefore we reaffirm that the
Talt-Hartley law must be fought
to the limit, and that this fight
walls for united action by labor to
seck the defeat of all Congress-
men who voted for the law, to elect
congressmen who will fight for its
repeal, and refusal to submit to the
filing requirements of the law.

We further go on record to fight
for the repeal of the Taft-Hartley
law in its entirety.

Remington-Rand

The Remington-Rand Company -

has for years been the leading
enemy of union organization in the
East. It now has taken full ad-
vantage of the Taft-Hartley Act in
its drive to ellmmate unions from
its plants. |

Under the bunner of UE, Rem-
ington Rand workers have been in
the forefront of the fight to pre-
serve ll'ee t 1de union’ism in Am-
eriea,

We pledge the full support of
the UL to the Remington Rand
workers. |
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