Excerpts from correspondence with

Mrs. Florence Angus

2820 Northward Avenue

Toledo, Ohio

It was 9:30 PM when I turned on the TV and the tornado warning
was being given. I immediately turned it off and said to my
family, jokingly, not realizing we were in its path, "I'm
going to the back to see what it looks like." I went to the
back door (glass) and all I could see was this huge reddish
yellow light, making the remark, "It looks like some one's

house is afire." I turned around and that was the last I

knew. (tornado of April 11, 1965)




August 9, 1966

¥Mrs. Floremce Angus
2820 Northward Avenue
Toledo, Ohio

Dear Mrs. Angus:

I thought you might be interested in having the
enclosed preprint of the article we have prepared
on the tornade that swept through Toledo on May 11,
1965,

I have recently been pleased to learn that Science
Magazine has accepted this article for publication,
and it should be appearing soon.

I am very grateful to all of you kind people in
Tolede for your help and cooperation in this effort
to further our knowledge of tornadoes through the
writing of this article.

Sincerely,

Bernard Vonnegut
BV:spm
Enclosure




April 15, 1966

Mres. Plorence A. Angus
2820 Northwood Avenue
Teledo, Ohio 43606

Dear Mrs. Angus:

I wish to thask you for your recent very inmteresting letter in
which you tell me in detail of your experience not only with the
Palm Sunday tornmado a year ago, but also of some of the other
reports of which you are aware. What you have to say is of con-
siderable scientific interest, and your letter is a valuable addi~
tion to our files.

I will probably make use of your letter in two different ways.
First, since I am primarily interested in the Toledo tornmado, I
am planning to quote the sections of your letter describing your
observations. I am referring to the part of your letter im which
you tell about looking out of the back and seeing the advancing
light, presumably ceaused by something associated with the tornado.

At the present time I now have about nine or ten observations
along the tornado path, and your observations are of particular
interest to me because yours is the last observation along the
path of damage. I do have one further observation from Oregon,
Ohio, about ten miles across the lake from your position, but yours
is of particular interest because it was the last one and because
you were right on the path of the tornade, which I don't need to
tell you.

I can understand from what you have told me in your letters that

it has cértainly not been an easy matter for you to write to me
telling me of all the details that you have. One thing that I wish
to assure you is that, in my opinion, the effort that you have put
into this has been well worth while because it is only from people
such as you who have actually been close to and have seen a tornado
and lived to tell the tale that scientists can learn what is happen~-

ing.




April 15, 1966
-2

Mre. Florence A. Angus
Toledo, Ohio 43606

It is my hope that within a few weeks or a month I will have the
article that I am writing in shape and ready to send off to a
scientific magazine. I am sure that eventually it will be published,
and as soon asg it does appear, you may count on me to send you a
copy so that you will have the complete picture of what I have dis-
covered and how your observations fit into it. Again, I certainly
thank you for all of the excellent help that you have given to me.

S8incerely yours,

Bernard Vonnegut
BV:spm




Toledo, Ohio, April 9, 1966

Dr, Bernard Vonnegut
% Arthur D, Little, Inc,
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear Br, Vonnegut:

I am sorry I have delayed in replying to your letters
of February 23 and March 17, however circumstances have
been such that my personal affairs have been long
neglected,

Whether the statement of my experience of the Palm
Sunday Tornado, April 11, 1965, and that of my sister's
will be of any value to you I do not know, however, I'1l
relate it as I experienced it.

It was 9:30 P.M. when I turned on the T V and the For-
nado _Warning was being givem. mmediately turned
it off and said to my fam - dﬁﬁﬂ?f not rea ag
we were in Mamm Zb.e _back to see wha

t_looks 1ik 1 went to the back door (glass) and a11
mmm huged igh g the remark
looks like some one's house s a o, aroun

and that was the last I Knew = Tiever knew wha% struck

" me. was own back of the garage, which had van-

ished, approsimately 100 ft,, and when I was co ming to
(1 thou ht I was having a bad dream but soon proved a
reality) something seemed to be smothering me and I was
having severe chest pains, I felt heavy porcelain on
top of me, which happened to be the flush tank from the
bathroom. I succeeded in pushing it away from me and
managed to stand up, facing north, where I saw nothing
but a string of lights which were lights from the police
cars and ambulances, trying to get thru by sawing down
trees, ete.,, and then I heard my sister calling for help.
I turned around and learned the house was gone with a
car placed within its foundation. I now was facing Ot=-
tawa River., The sky was clear ahd the moon smiling upon
me - the brightest I have ever seen it.

I called my sister again but no response, when finally
the neighbor next door heard me and called to me. He

" was not injured but home badly damaged. He managed t6

get me into his home when his wife noticed my leg se-
verely lacerated and bleeding profusely - thanks to her
from keeping me from bleeding to death.. By that time
Coast Gmardsmen had arrived and they went to find my
sister and invalid husband, who were practically buried
beneath the rubble of their house and were rushed to the
hospital. I was taken later to another hospital and
it was 11:30 P.M, when I entered the Emergency Room of

St. Charles Hospital.




" A niece talked to my sister the next day at the hospital,
who had a severe back injury and will have to wear a brace
the rest of her life. This is the story she related to
my niece: She felt the house swaying and then the removal
of the roof, She threw herself on top of her invalid
husband after she managed to get him under the hospital bed
and then saw the TV split wide open and go out the top of the
house and then she felt like something lifted her out of a
pit of fire and that was the last she knew. The irony of
it all is that she cannot now remember anything about the
tornado striking, ete, which may be due to her cerebrael
concussion.

I know you are only interested in the ball of fire which
follows a tornado, which is phenominal we must admit,

but I wish to relafe a story that was told to me by a
friend and her son (both deceased) about their experience
in seeing a tornado that occurred in the Genoa area -
approximately 12 mils south of Toledo - in the early
twenties, They lived across the road from her sister
and brother-in-law when the tornado struck the latterts
farm, which was approximately one-half mile from my
friend's home and she and her son watched the entire pro-
cedure of this tornado from their doorway. The house,
garage, barn and fruit farm were in line with one another,
and the tornado leaped over the house, laid the brick
garage flat, leaped over the barw and then tore their
fruit trees right out of the ground. This was followed,
she related, by the largest indescribable ball of fire
which vanished after it left the orchard. She did not
say, however, what the color of this ball of fire was,
but the light I asaw was of a reddish yellow and,as above
stated, looked 1like a house or some building ablaze.

Be &s it may, it was an experience which I do not wish
again to experience, and trust the little information
I have furnished will prove of some assistance in your
scientific research.

- ‘hmi yours, ¢0éb//

2820 Northwood Ave,
Toledo, Ohio 43606




March 17, 1966

As I told you on the telephone, I am still working on & scientific

article describing some of the things that happened during the Palm
Sunday tornado.

I thank you very much for the information you gave me on the telephone,
but one thing puzsles me a little. I wonder if you would be good enough
to help me. In checking on the map, it appeavs to me that your sddress
is somewhat south of what I understand was the area of tornado destruc-
tion. I wonder if you counld tell me if I am vight in assuming that you
were living at a diffevent address when the tormado struck, If this is
the case, I wonder if you would be good encugh to tell me this address.

In addition to learning what people saw at the time of the ternado, I am
also very such interested in determining the exact tormado path. 1 sus~
pect that living im Toledo, you probably have a pretty good idea of some
of the regions of damage produced by the tornmado. I would appreciate
it if you would be good enough te indicate them on the enclosed map.
Thank you very mmueh.

Sincerely,

Bernard Vonnegut
1fr

enc losures




February 23, 1966

Mrs. Florence Angus
282+« Northwood Avenue
Toledo, Ohio

Dear Mrs. Angust

Thank very much for talking with me about the tormado the
other night. I was particularly interested in what you saw and
what your sister saw and I hope that you will be good enough to
write it up for me and send it to me in the enclosed stamped
envelope.

One of the things that I forgot to ask you was the
address of your sister. Would you please let me have it so I
can see where she was on my map.

Thank you very much for your help in this.

Sincerely,

Bernard Vonnegut

lep




DRAFT
Phone call with (Feb. 21, 1966) wx Mrs. Florence Angus , 2820 Northwood

Ave., Toledo, Ohio, 43606.

We were in it I'm telling you. I looked out of the door and
saw a lot of lightning and turned and that's the last I remember.
I was knocked unconscious and carried several hundred feet.

Although I didn't see this tornmado I have friends who watched
a tornado some years ago and they said that the tail end of it was one
great ball of fire.

I have a sister who was injured in the recent Palm Sunday
tornado in Toledo. She was badly injured and in the hospital she

told one of our relatives khzkxshexhadxarerxx of her experience. She

said that she felt the house shake and lean and she saw her EV break
in two and then she said it was 1like being in a big ball of fire.
KK She was in the hospital for two months. ZXKE She had head
injuries as I did too. The funny thing about my sister's experience
is that she can not remember anything about her experience now and

"

when we tell her what she said she just says,Bid I say that? I

can't remember a thing that happened."







Y Arranged and Indexe

' IR Mo W | 9/ ALAKEWOOD ~ 00 3= | |
kéa [ N & _J Q- B~ : A are
fan miav o CE RN G TN & nZ
ERIE |1 LY RD. \ Pa) l:g: - v.+ LCLZJ © ThE
PIEYL  [RE & N m o0
YOU CAN FIND STREETS st g W= IR IO WS Wl i ==l
| wHITEFORD TR | \RD®) TEMPERANCE (/77 Em- i perllance 22 cA
EASIER AND QUICKER 5 - ZZ:ag
O\R |D,, g D_7 e FERxo
By the Mile-Square Index System ) 2 —=24 Je==d 8 I u‘J 5
. s » B (&) . —
INVESTIGATE N g HO N
Explanation on the other side . %
n 1
I 1
! T~ |
'. a1
LENAWE ICCL R Gl ERE
S5l A o3 g e 2 A TIAS > CBD mﬁ
¥ Lyihiazts 2 T2 1ORAE ZQEw
“EIBERKEY g\E 1§ “%Eg%m
g 10 v L2 ! = = > &
| - -
' ! 3 L}E o=z
) 5 9 <t g 8 8 !
QE hEom
NL ==
; H x
19===20"
GRISELL

=S~y

(?)

o]

v

[ )

O
TRl o~ O L

[$3] .
Pl

MOMINEETOWN

w4 d
=—35_“.;_3l_=i§g
I O
k V. = gr. ;
7R P_).; < \€ iy
%'RFO}?T . ] : L = RYE*GOdN = o
- el g =
cd s a2
ANGOLA < ; : 0 - =N
GRLA ¥ z 710 % l|l Eﬁ'
" H AYTR DIl Nl G < 274 k.
| suampLES L O I 10 HOLLANDA. | =T
|_=iRSE ool sTate ! clLINE 7 Bl 53 | S T
zIROE ol ¥ ol & B Yl i ﬁ@b L -/;Ii';j'. - | D 8 Co.
f@l 31 7 32 Tlnstte] 35K 35 e N S SR
4 ) o RA 2 oy NN 8 vo. /7 16D {
gl;:,SHAﬁEER B! s AR X ! ,m% - D‘gb.,_f\‘{; {31_9\/}%/,47:. Sl oy & .
= = ; P R et A XYV e 3117322
™~ . 3 NS, A Nz 7/ £~ 1/ Lt |
[ Q»Q & < 9 O, o = i i ‘_‘%D. 4
b 1S I T A e e YN el Ao onome] W C1a5s
LS £ I N ) o7 Voo W 33
Vr Y\\C"(:]?on_&o(_) S Nz *Iﬂ'_—&}/%\ ( YD/ AC gl Ptk ,511‘:*;
i % ExprESS iy 120Z2F— 28— -3727 / —~' |! -
OAII\'PORY} Wi 8 g/l S:: L-“:-; :zRD ' :E
¥ Aq.-;%l - :—" i ), B
- { ROE = \ = o






