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April &, 1967

&i gsgo %M
}.81? Qﬁiié&z‘iaﬁé Avenue

o the House wmmmmwmgmmmn
hie zeat.

&s vou may koow, zmm:v 2 = &
duced legislstion to provide for z Commil = r4s

and Conduct. imgimﬁ%%aﬁha&%&imz&zw
Bi%1l providing for such 2 committes is scon to be zeady to
zfmwm?Mﬁtﬁem%mmm* I feel
: : : 5 this will serve to elimisste such oo~
a8 we huve recently witsnesaed iz the

Siscervely,

pamiel E. Button, %.€.




Schenectady, New York 12306
1817 Guilderland Ave. s

March 19, 1967

Hon, Daniel Butbton
Albany Times=-Union
Albany, ¥ew York
Honorable Sir:

Herewith is an editorial elipped from the Schengcﬁééy
ngazette" of March 18th, the subject and comclusioms of
whieh are most disburbing.

Most §ecple, I believe, havé been ceompletely sympa=-
thetic to the proeceedings against Powell, agreeing that
remedial steps must surely be taken bte stoep this flagrant
form of graft by our elected legislators.

And most people have wholeheartedly agreed that the
issue was by no means one connected with raee, I have
counted myself as one of these.

Bub...if the implications of this editorial are
soundly bamed, I'm not at all sure that the ery of
tpersecution of the negro" is not justified, If, as the
editorial suggests, neo meaningful reform of Congress in
this regard comes out of this case, then it secems patent
that present race relationms will be greatly exacerbated.
How eould we defend against the persecution charge?

T find it hard to believe that "something effeetive
will not be done by our (Congress. And I gravely doubt
that the citizenry will seon "be able to forget all dis-
turbing thoughts about the ethies" in this matbter,

Will you please consider the urgent neeessity for
Congressional action here? Thank youUs

Very truly,

o C.¥W,Vincent






1. S. Fmwe of Beprezentatives
Washington, B. @.
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Harch 15, 1967

2&1 gﬁz E‘o g» iy ce
136 Grove Avenue
&lbany, New York

Bear Sci:

That was a very thoughtfel letlier that you
‘r—u. ﬁyw wé pﬁﬁiﬁﬁ% zhe ?weiz

mmy&e@m&@éiﬁmﬁmmaﬁaiﬁmm
I Bave just received from & clergymm whose views I vespeeil:

“5s to the Powell sifuation ~ vhat a mess?
He certainly camot spprove the aptics of
¥r. Powell, any move then we can approve
similay practices by other Congressmen,
mizmwmmtaamma

rional rvight o be seated, and
iimﬁm%m@a
&aﬁ: ﬁi e s snd enforce it ags&iiy on &zl

I 2= iocoking foyward to hesrisg from you agsis,
and I g hope that T will have the opportueity of sseing you
SU0%.

With every good wish,

#sat sincerely,

DEB/pam




Hon, Daniel Button . .
House Office Building ﬁéﬁ%% 55 ggg?
Washington, D. C. '

Dear Dan:

Thank you very much for your kind remarks in your letter of the
27th. I was very happy to see thal you have g mind of your ouwn and
you do not follow the mob; T am proud of you.

Although T am not an authority on constitutional law, I think
the constitutional statement with respect to each house judging its
members means the members which were elected to that particular house
for that particular term of office, That does not mean that they can
go back and judge the conduct of a member of previous congresses.

I don't condone Powell's c but the people that voted for
him,knew of of his conduct, and yet they voted him to represent them
in the congress. If his conduct in the 90th congress is not up to
snuff, then that congress can remove him for his conduct while a mem-
ber of the 90th congress.

By

If they wanted /'% punish him, I think that what they should have
done was to have them reimburse the monies taken under questionable
circumstances and not punish him with a fine of %4,000. I am sure that
the southern democrats wouldn't have done this to their own kind,

Siﬁc erely,
(f; F4 .




¥areh 15, 1967

¥r. Joseph L. Weininger
80¢ Kareowaid Laone
Schenectady, Now York 12309

Besr ¥y, ¥elninzer:

Hhat & Hhrill it was to hoave your very understanding
letter conceraning the Mii m m& even more significontly
yvour themghtful somsents )

zmm%mmﬁgmmzmefw
letter that I have taken the iiberty of quplting its contents
at 2 few places. I can sssure you thal it é@ss mgch for any
m%mmmméamwmm%mw
voting the conscience {after adequate inguiry into all the
sirevnstarces) is tﬁ@ii}? mot ont of gtyie,

To answer vour guestion, %s&maﬁﬁzmﬁgmm
one's Comgressman?®, I want to tell yeu that we are in complete
Wzmzﬁw%&twwe&?mmﬁaﬁﬁm
will never let me, or other lezislators for that metler,
forger the imporitsmce of 1f., And, as you say, #esaif if iz to
be only two vesrs in Congress, whal btwo years they could bel”

Again, my gratitede for your very fime lefler.
Sincerely,

Damiel 2, Bution, M. €.

DEB/pam




Jeseph L., Welminmger
809 Karenwald Lane
Seamectady, K.Y, 12309

Hon. Daniel Butten
Hougse of Representatives
Washington, D.C. Mg, . March 2, 1967.

Dear Congressman,

This is to tell you how muen I appreciate your voie yesterday
regarding the censure but qeatlno of Adam Clayton Powell. I know how GLTTicult
this decision must have been T5F yeu “and would like te encourage yeou in every
way pessible, particularly cencerning eivil rights legislstioen.

Of course the Powell case has a dempening effect on eivil
rights so that one can only hope that this will get out of the way soon. Converse- .
iy, the recent and continuing killing eof Negrees in ithe South should mske it
easier to put more teeth into the Federsl protection of Negro eitizens.

L]

Mey I be so presumptuous as te tell you how that situatien loocks
from where I stend (sit)? Most white Liberals, like myself, Reform-Democrzais,
Reform-Republicans, Reform-anythings, are fencé-sitiers at best on the Powell
issue. A1l too often they are only fair-weather friends of civil rights., If help
is reguired beyend & smell donatien or the signing of a petition, then the Hegroes
are essentially on their own. Here im Schenectady we have a fairly tranguil situstionm,
meybe the problenm is managabie because of the smell Negro population. The lsesl
braznch of the H,A,A.C.P, (of which I am a bosrd member) seems to be quite effective,
at least in terms of presenting a2 strong front sgainst discrimination (there is
enough of it even here, pariiculaerly in housing end jobs). It is trying te reagh
a larger pumber of Hegre residents, bul so far most of them are lethargie, here zs
elsevhere,

I mention this because & cool apprzissl of the politieazl climste
at home would indiezte that there are net many vetes for you in eivil rishis. And yeit
I ask you to continue to vote your# conscience. In fact, I am afraid, that if you
continue to do that, or more specifically, if you would veote in Gmgress. the way
I would like you to ( let us hope these zre not the same things, feor your sake), then
you eould not be re-elected,

Is this =z fair thinz to ask ome's Congressmen? I believe so.
Lpparently being a Congressman entails & great deal of physiesal,’ emotional, znd
finsncizl saerifice., If so, it must be expended for =z ecommensurate cause. And if it
is to be only two years in Comgress, what two years they could bel
¥ith best wishes from one of yeur more pessimistic copstituents,

Sincerely yours,

/




Marek 13, I967

2‘?3 sa:msm:

EERrTE ? :%? m‘ Ya!k

I am grateful for your though
partiealarly with your imsightful words ssﬁ Ep P s
on Seiective Service and t&emﬁm zt;s
sucouraging o know of your backing so such issues -~
pnes on which I sssure you swpport is far from
universal.

The epponents on such issues Tend o become
rather emotionsl, and so i;: was g&ﬁi&i&:}ﬁ? heartenisg
to yead the Wti? smderstanding tone of your fimal paragraph
relasting 1o the Vier Nam conflict. On this, as 2 matter a;i:'
mszmmmﬁmmzmmzm@wm
neariy as f&m&mmﬁa intimste, I hope we will
have an oppoytenity o talk this oyver one of these days soong
m&‘.z@, giaase accept my very best wishes and appreciation,

cst sincerely,

PEB/pam




. The gagsnsamdy C]owzfy Counci o][ Churches

Telephone FRanklin 2-1548

SCHENECTADY 5, NEW YORK

271 STATE STREET
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SCHENECTADY MUSEUM ASSOCIATION

THIRTY-SEVEN STEUBEN STREET
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12307

DONALD S. SMITH
DIRECTOR il59 State Street
Schenectady, N. Y.

March 3, 1967

Mr. Daniel Button
Congressman, New York State

House Office Bullding
Washington, D. C. - MAR 6 1967
Dear Representative Button:

Though your vote earlier this week on the question of seating
Congressman Adam Clayton Powell was a lost vote, I did want to
express briefly my reaction to you.

I heartily aDDroved of your vote, Indeed, I would welcome the
SPPOTEUATEY to vote agalnst some “of those who voted to oust Mr,
Powell. But, I am happy that you did not swing with the tide.
™8R " Sure ﬂr. Celler is correct: that this action will come

back to haunt both the partlies and the House.

Your vote required some courage and I heartily support it!

Sincerely,

Afobn J. Waggy, Jr.
Administrative Ass't



J. LESLIE TOOHER

1450 VALENCIA ROAD
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12308

4

March 3, 1867

ol A
MAR o 1967
The Honorable Daniel E. Bution
House of Representafives
Washington, D.C.

bear 3ir:

I write only o, 8xp
your yolte on the Fowe ,
w¥hat 1 understend W Heavy demand from other
constituente for the heavier penalty imposed, which
may have been deserved but which was a most 1n°pt
tactiec.

This was probably the worst error (as it will
preqemtly be seen} which the House has commitéed
since Thaddeus Stevens and his willful coteris
attempted To ups et the balance of comstitutional
government just a century past.

Yours very T uly,

/M 2

}




%ﬁf&é@% % %gg?

#2 Pleasant Street
voorheesville, New York
“arch 3, 1967

Uongressman Daniel sutton
Longworthy House Office puilding
Washington, D. C.

Dear Er. Button:

The Women's International lkmgue want me to convey
to you the appreciation they felt for our recent meeting,
and o comgllment you on yoar stand on tae Powell. iSSUC e .. ...

fe feel it is not 1ﬁ the ;urlsdlctlon Of Congress to try
a member for his criminal acts and that until a code of
ethics is adopted which shall apply %o all members, it is
wrong to single out individuals to punish for capricious and
immoral behaviour. We shared our views on this, of course,
and have followed the vobting with interest.

#e would appreciate being placed on your mailing list
if your office senus out informative materials.

Thank you again for your courtesy. '

12

pincerely,

i
?%&&,gbkéééuﬁ/”

(Mrs.) 4Julia Van Cleve
“ Sec., Albany sranch

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom
Albany Branch Officers:
Mrs. PTheodore Adams,Chairman, 112 Chestnut 5t., Albany
Mrs. Zlizabetn Millard, Treas.
Hrs. Helen 0tt, Legislative Chairman
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DRr. WALTER P. ZENNER
86 HAWTHORNE AVENUE
ALBANY, N. Y. 12203

Cong. Deniel Butten MAR 8 1937

House of Representatives
Yashingbon,; B.C.
Warch 2,1867

Dear Rep. Bution}
I would like ‘o praise your stand om
While L. anm na% &“%&Ero nor & Symnauhzaer wit
3

j4 does seem to me ithat rejection Gz the Celler Committee
report was as highhanded as any of 1. Powell's actioms.
This case shows the need for procedures and rules,rather
1

han ad hoc achts like the ex xpulsion of Powell and the
censure of Nel awtuJ.

The way ir which the House handled this issue weakens
Americans when they argue apout the itreatment of min norities
elsekhere in the world. For instance, when we criticize
the Soviet Union with regard Lo its ignoring the national
rights of its Jewish minority {which are legally guaranteed
ther ean turm 1vo our Zoukle stondard regarding the Congress
men from Mississippi end ¥r. Powell.




DANIEL F. HALLORAN
716 PARK STREET
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22901

Merch 3, 1967

Deusr Dan, MAR & ‘967

I was very pleased and proud yestzrday to read in the
Washington Post that you were wong the Republicans who
voted for.the. resolution to seat and censure adam Eggg;;

r ‘hope.you . were among. tho: ;W?Q' voted against vADulsicn.
“In my opinion, the recommenda f ‘the commitizs @as
fair and fs&SOB&bl& and defin not motivated by racism
while the move to expel T«‘owell a product of mass
political hysteria in which racvdl prejudice was not

absent, even if it was not a pri mav factor,

08¢
S
¢
.
it

| I anm very mach afraid the action taken by the Congress

% on Powell is going teo have an extremely detrimental effect
on racial relations. Many Negroes will take it as a symbolic
denial of their aswirations by the white majority, and

white blgots mey see this as Congressional approval of

their desire to turn the clock backward and deny to Negro
citizens what gains they have made in the past few years,

Incidentally, I have just written to Senator Kennedy
to commend him for his speech yesterdasy advocating that the
U. 5. take the initiative in seeking peace negotis tioas.

Best regards,
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Pebruary 1, 1967

Mr, and Mrs. RBay T. Xaris
24 Windsor Drive
Sentia, New York 12362

BDeay ¥r. and Yrs. Xaris:

I am im recelipt of & copy of wyour letter to Congressman Carl
Albert, the HMajority Leader of the House of Representatives. Since I
succesded Congressmsn Ieo O'Brien at the first of the vear, the copy was
directed to oy attention.

I think that wvirtually all Hewmbers of the House of Bepresen~
tatives share your concern sbout the repubtation of the House and of the
individual Members. There certaimly iz a great deal of evident distress
to the unfortunate incidents which have compromised ip many ways the
hizgh regard which I think 211 of us Asericans traditionally had for the
Hation's Legislature in which it is sow my greaf privilege to be able %o
segve vou. GCertainly the Members of the Souse with wvhon I have faiked
regard the Powell matter as a most distressing tragedy and one which,
hopefully, will lead us rather prowmptly to the creation of z suitable
comuiftee on ethics and an adeption of an apprepriats code.

i, too, read that article in Parade on the same day that I left
Albany to come to Washington to Eake my seat iz Congvess. I must say that
I regard it as a masterpiece of alarmist statement aud ezmagzeration which

fails to do credit to the principles and motives of the hundreds of fine

men who serve ig Conpress. Your letter observes, partly as a result of

that snfair article, that "NMost Congressman are probably honest,”™ apd I

wish to assure you that I am confident by far the overshelming msierity,

and indeed wery possibly virtually usmanimously se, are sof Yprobably homest®,
bt absolutely so.

Again, my thanks to vou for yosr interest inm this wery important
sabiect.

With all good wishes.

Sincerely,

Baniel E. Button, H. L.
DEB/pam
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L e ?’lu@ e wlom
Thank you so much for n@&ﬂég‘sg@ﬁ%}o

smm<ﬁ?ﬁeR&%&J&&;ﬁaLvmnﬂanwg:%%QQW
the exclusion of Adam Claylton Powe pregent
there is no real code of ethics and over the
years there have Deen many who deserved censure
gnd more. That he was more blitant in what and
how he 4id things is, to my mind, no excuse
for not going along with all or a goodly part
of the committee's suggestions.

No doubt the others did not realize that
on account of his color they have created a
HARTYR and probably a FRANKENSTEIIAN situation.
In this day and age one zmust do the best that
he can and what he believes isright, but only
after some real thoght as tc the longe range
result of his vote will De....He now has a perfect
gzcuse to go to court. L dread to think of the
repercussions...all around

I truly hope that I am wrong when I say

that I eel that the Republican Party has been
badly urt and that many colored people who
have on the fence nol_fzcaliy will make this
& raclal issue and in the future will vote Tor
anyone who is not a ?6“&D116aﬂ, because as far
as 1 can tell this would not have happened without
the Rep. vote ,

Thank you agsin for thiv’iﬁg and doing what
I feel, at this time, was the only proper course.,

Pie¢se show tﬂlS to the others (Republicans

.

11y of course) who were in your corner

-

1

o N

QD }»Jw

o

o1

T Ty Simecerely,
i :Mrs. Arthur E. Haid o
F "Q" Street %
‘Hull, Mass, 02045 7

fle

o A very 4

2

sturbed Republican

5% in favor of more Rus, Consulates, their
1ntevpfesazwon of Englis Tanguﬂﬁe too differént
P.P.S. ®hy not fire on NO.V. plnes when on groung?
Do they or would they walt for us? H 4 HA



Jepuary 264, 1987

Scotia, New York
Pear HMr. & Mrs. Lindblad:

Thaek vou for your lstisr comcerning the vote in the House of
Rapregentatives on the w&mwmﬁ of Adam Glayton Powell.

It seems to me that it was against 3 bockdrop of admitted short-

T coming that most of the mesbers of the Pouse found it necessary

regretfully and sorrowfully, to consider the case of Representative
Powell.

I voted with 3564 Memberz of the House whe jolnsd iz saying that he
should stand aside until the wvery sericus chavges sgaipst him are
inguired into. There were mwm times 35 wmany Mewbers votiag this way
as there weEre vobing o -

foe of the Mewbers stated duriag the debste: "He whe are charged
ﬁwnw helping o write the lows of the land must, I thisk show

. ﬂ%ﬁmﬁﬂwwﬁm&wwﬁw mgwﬁwww%m w&%gm@mgﬁ

ativ, a respect for that indep . branch of the ¢
m&@ﬁ www judiciary, which is nwmmmmm wmww wmmmmmwﬁw@ and gmmuna
isg those lawm™,

ir was in that spirit that the Houme fimslly was wmoved to lock iate
the charges sgainst its Mewber. Moy I point out that, while swaiz-
ing the disposiries of the igauiry, ¥r. Powell will recedve #il bis
pay, allowasees, and emoluments: he is deprived omly of his vote.

On the issue of depriving constituvents of representation let we
point out that this iz by =0 moans & unlgue case. Vhesever & Rep-
reseptative resigns or dies in office, or as in the case of ¥,
Powell, is ashked to stand aside, for whatever period of time -
his ﬂmmmwwnmnwmw wm %wwmm&wﬁmm It is an uwnfortunste ogcurance
vhenever it happess, but it is ot discriminstory by asture.

& Code of Fthics is Badly »
record o this effect, and m expect mmm intend to do all within
my power as 2 Hewber of the 30th Congress to see that this ser-
igus lack Is corvected,

eded in the Bouse., I am firemly o




-2

1 do believe that this is somethinz which many of my collesgues
are sware of, and they share share with me the desire fo ses it
I join you in hoping that one of the sutcomss of the need for
an isguiry will prove o be the isstallatiom for a genevral set
on standards at this time, and I == personally pledged te work
toward such s development.

Sincerely,

Beniel B. Buttom, M.L.




Sem =

JAN Cy 1867

35 Sutherland Drive
Scotia, New York 12302
danuary 17, 19567

Congressman Daniel Button
House Office Building
Washington, D.C.

Degr Sir:

We wish to advise you of our support for the seating of
Adam Clsyton Powell. We fsel thait Rep. Powell is being
punishsd more for bresches of white social etiquette than
for any crimes he has committed against the House of
Representatives, The flair with whiech he does what other
congressmen also do, namely use his position and seniority
for psrsonasl enjoyment, is offénsive but hardly grounds to
deny representation to his distriect.

Perhaps he is not a good representative for that district,
but that is a question for them not for the House to decide,
For the House to deny Rep. Powell his sest would indsed be
hypoeracy. As former residents of Washington, D.C., we know
that personal power ana enjoyment of that power is for many
the name of the %game® in Washington. To punish an overt
sinner and let the sneaky ones get by would be unfortunate,
particularly in view of the resulting damage that has and
will be done in the area of race relations.

We also wish to express our support for the Poverty program
and our opposition to moves to cut sppropriastions for it,
We are particularly concerned asbout finsneisl support for
Community Action Programs., Schenectady has an exXcellent
cowmunltj action program and other communities have also

proved the worth of this strategy in the ‘ward,

Thank you for your consideration of our views.

Sincerely,

Aol Wt ZW//%M%%/

ﬁr, and Mrs, Norman Lindblsd



293 Washington Ave,
Albany, New York 12206

&

The Hon. Daniel E, Button X ‘ i .y

; P § 0 7
U.3, House of Representatives f @éf?%?é ‘§ %%ﬁ@g
House Office Building jf ‘
Washington, D.C. ‘

Deagr Congressman Button:

Cne hoped for more than an automatic party-line vote from an individual
who campaigned as an independent, thoughtful candidate for Congress., Yet
as soon as. you took ‘your seat in the House you joined the Republican solid
vote to ceny Adam Clayton Powell his seat, This despike the fact that no
charges were directly brought against Mr, Powell, nor was he permitted to
reply to his accusers,

The action in which you participated may be comstitutional, but to
many of us it is repugnant that the House took it upon itself to repailr its
image by denying Mr. Powell a2 seat because of actions he took outside his
eapacity as a Congressman, while it has willingly tolerated obstructionism
which blocks the change of progressive legisiation for years, 2ll rational-
igations to the contrary cammot cover the fact that Mr. Powell was singled
out because he is a symbel, and the people = black and white - know it.

In a television interview prior to your going te Washingten you
said that you believed Mr, Powell had a right to take his seat and that
the people of his district had the right to their duly elected representative.
That was a sound and reasonable statement, I urge vou to return te the
position of that statement and work for the seating of Adam (layton Powell.

Sincerely,

f A PE“
*wx iﬂ C

R
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LLATSS KQPLSYAT32 N
SY ABAZ49 NL FD ALBANY NY 14 o
| HON DANIEL BUTTON N o1 At
WASHDG A Pocirsy
\E ARE DEEFLY DISTURBED BY THE FWPOGRAGY OF THE ACTION TAKEN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCERNING CONGRESSMAN ADAM
© CLAYTON POWELL, THISSELECTIVE AND DISCRIMINATORY WAKGR IN WHICH.
| THE HOUSE APPLIED MORAL SANCTIONS TO ONE OF ITS MEMBERS RAISES
AN ISSUE THAT OVERRIDES THE ISSUE OF THE SINGLE CONGRESSMANS
BEMAVIOR, THE EVIL OF RAGIAL DISCRIMINATION APPEARS ONGE AGAIN
70 HAVE FOUND A LEGAL GUISE TO INFLICT INJURY ON THE NEGRO
COMMUNITY OF OUR NATION, WE CALL FOR AN INMEDIATE ADOPTION
" OF A CODE' OF ETHICS TO BE APPLIED UNIVERSALLY TO ALL MEMBERS
_ OF CONGRESS THE RACIAL THPERATIVES OF THE POWELL CASE DICTATE
. THAT THERE BE NO FURTHER POLITICAL DAWDLING OVER A’ GONGRESSIONAL
épmz VE CALL UPON YOU AS OUR REPRESENTATIVES TO INITIATE AND '




‘SF1201(R2-65)

Tk

A Crass or S#RVICE ‘ IE R , l! ’ _ O J SYMBOLS \. 3
This 1s a fast message ' : ' , DL =Day Letter = . .

unless its deferred char- NL =Night Letter

actet Is indicated by the W. P. MARSHALL T E ']L]E G’R M R. W. MGFALL - -
proper symbol, CHAIRMAN OF 'THE BOARD Z &.. PRESIDENT LT = ﬁéﬁi?af*éf?;m
y ) . /

_

The filing time shown in the date Ime on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of otigin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination
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"GOOPERATE IN IMMEDIATE STEPS TO THIS END
| THE GHURCH_AND_SOCIETY GOMMITTEE THE_PRESBYTERY OF ALBANY

NY THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN cnuncn ON THE USA
(45) .




3 S e : ;
“.- | acteris fndicared by the W, P..MARSHALL T E LEJGRAM R, W, McFALL R
proper symbol 7| CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD : - PRESIDENT International S

l g’ NO PUBLIC OFFICIAL WHO IS UNWILLING TO ANSWER CHARGES BROUGHT

‘DL =Day Lectér‘
NL =Night Letter

This isa; fast-message |7 o0
"} “'unless ivs 'deferred chai-

LT = eveer Felcgmm A o
e o |

The fling mne shown in the date line on domestic tclegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of ongm Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at pom{fo destumnon

s wa'z Cuu)sYAZEL L . B | 9T 9 P @ 08
. oY ABB41S NL-PD & EXTRA ALBANY NY 9 : :

HONORABLE DANIEL BUTTON
HOUSE OF REPRES ENTATIVLS WASHDC

UP AGAINST HIM IN A CIVIL ACTION CLAIMING CONGRLS SIONAL IMMUNITY
OULD BE ALLOWED TO REPRF JENT THE PEOPLE OF NEW YORK STATE

- IN CONCRESS.

REQUEST YOU VOTL AGAINST REPRESENTATIVF ADAM CLAYTON

ﬁ@WLLL TAKING A SEAT IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

RICHARD F VOLK 538 MORRI: 5T ALBANY NY 1??08.

L SFI201(R2:65)
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Jpe of ths Members stated during the debate: e who
are charged with Belping to writs the laws of the land, must, I
think show respect for those laws, sho a2 williveness to obey them
anéd more importantly, & respect for that Iwdependent branch of the
Goverpment, the §$§§£$&£§’ shich is charged with interpreting and
enforeing those laws.™

¥t was iz that spirit that the House finally was moved
to leck inmto the charges against its Member. HMay I poist out that,
while awaiting the disposition of the inguiry, Mr. Powell will
receive %&é pay, allowances and emelements; he is deprived only of
his vote.

fm the issue of depriving constituents of representation,
iet pe podnt cut that this is by »o means 2 mnigque situation, Yhen-
#yer 3 W&zﬁw dies in office or vesiges or--as in thé case of
¥r. Powell is asked to stand aside for vhatever pericd of time--his
constituency isa W&eﬁwﬁ Thus, for example, the death of
Repressntative John Fogarty of Bhode Island on Jamsary 10th will
leave Bis district uorspresented for a%mz weeks until after Mareh
28th. It is an uvanforiunste ocecurrepce whemewey it happens, but it
is voi discriminatory by nature.

The Minority leadey, Eepresentative Serald B. Ford, said:
% fo2l stroogly--and I kmow svery Meuber on this side of the aisle
fesls-~that B, Powsll should have his day In court, that he should
be given egual fustice, even tveatment.®

“ge would 28kablisgh the forumm and zive him the opportunity
to come in amd answer those allegstions that have beesn made-~
allegations that the press have made, allegatices in various commitises,
stam&aimm@zmﬁez&gm&@wmw the Chamber.®

e feel that thers should be 3 prowmpt determination, but
in the interim shils Mr. Powell is standisg aside the commitise should
conduct a full {nvestigation with ¥r. Powsll baving his day In cowre.®

Persunsive in the dsbate undoubledly was the statemont that
precedent gseawed to exclude from consideration any scis by ¥r. Powwll
{or any Mewber In similar cirvcumstapcess) prior to the ssatizg; there-
fore, aaﬁﬁ:éiﬁg to this view, the cowmmittes of inguiry could set have
conpideved, ag z basis for possible disciplinary actiem, aa;@%:kiag done
grisr to Japuasry 10th, if ¥r. Powell Bad besu scated on this day.

é%&%iﬁ%ﬁﬁ%y%&%ﬁmz&mw
Bepresentatives. I am firmly om zecord Io this effect, and I m%
snd intend to do all within my power 38 a Member of the %0th Congre
o ses that this seriows lack is corvrected forthwith.




- % o

I do belisve thar there iz a growing realization on the
part of many of oy colleagues as o this shortcoming and a desive to
ses it corrected. There was, 35 you may koow, 2 Selee: Commitiee on
Stapdards and Conduct, created in the 89tk fomgress, whiech recently
submitted a mﬁm 1 have introduced a vescistion giving the
Committee powey o investizate complaints ef vilations of standards
by Members of the House zad power i recommend censure to the Houss.
The Bepublicas Policy Commirtes has i:a%:m s stend in favor of the
Committee which would thus develop applicably fair stendarvds.

xieis;?éssinamiﬁg%ate@eaﬁ the outcopes of the pesed for
as imguiry at this time, will prove to be the justallation of 2 gemeral
set of si‘m‘gﬁi& ané I porsonslly pledged o work toward such s
é&’é’&i 25E .

Agatn, I thaok you for your thoughtful letiter.
2incerely,

paniel . Button, ¥. .




JOSEPH B. ROBINSON, M. D.

392 Loudonville Road
Loudonville, New York

February 3, 19567

Congressman Daniel Button ?E g é ?SQ?

House (ffice Building
Washington, D.C. -

Dear Congressman Button:

You are among the few Republicans for whom I
have voted during the past 35 years. I rejoiced both in your candidacy
and your election, However, I am afraid that I have made 2 mistake,
since one of the first major votes which you were called upon to make
showed none of the idealism for which I had given credit., You must know
that I refer to your vote along with 1007 of the Republicans who.voted
against the seating of.Bepresentative Adam Clayton Powell.. In no way
is“This to be taken as 2 defense of Mr. Powell's behavior. However, I
feel that any vote cast on this ballot would have to be considered hypo-
critical unless it is part of the movement of getting on with the job
of cleaning out the real corruption which has been charged to many in
our House of Representatives. I feel that if there are any other
Congressmen who are suspected of malfeasance that these matters shoanld
be investigated and should not stop with the umseating of Mr. Powell,
I hope that you will be able to inform me that you have such a course

of action in mind.
Very truly yours,
,&é@%,—n

%ﬂ:@pfi. Robinson, M,D,
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¥r. Perry B. Westbrook
BB # 1
Yorhsesville, New Tork

Pear Mr. Westhrook:

Thagk you for yvour lstter concerning the vote in the House of
Bepresentatives on the seating of Represeantative Adam Llayten

ok G Powell.

; It seems to wme that ir was agaimst 4 backdrop of admitted short-
}( comingathat most menbers of the House found it nEcessary, regret-
fully and sorrvowfully, to consider the case ¢f Representative

Powsll last Tuesday,

I voted with the 364 Heobers of the Bouse whe joized in savisg
that he should stand aside until the very serious chavges against
him are isguived Iinte., Thers were siz times as many Representstives
){ yotiaz this way as theve were vwoting contrary. The decision to take
the present action sgainst Represegtative Powell is entirely un-
__._zelated te racial discriminationgy send those who carelessly raise it as
‘Brissue ore delns g disservice mt oply to the minority they profess
to sevve, but also te the cause of reascmable and pecific human
relations and civil wights in this country,

Represeatative Morris Udall, who bas argued vigorously and eloquently
for m&iﬁg r. ?mzi before as ;».mgair?, e&éﬁé a@ ?aé:iag with &éiﬁ
364, € BPRD
tezg@a% his aaseg to m a 52%2‘1%&5 %:es ge}; ﬁis; seat %&éé, we s&a&i&
A pass the substitute resclutios sod have the comsittee appointed, If
the commitice should find thet he should be seated snd recommends ¢
he bg seated, thep a3 resclution could be prepared and amif’aaé for

- Ehar ?Wﬁﬁ%ﬁm&, there never was any guestiom thro
entire debate as to whether Mr. Powell's cenduct was a 2 jeck
for imguiry - the issue was simply whes this sheuld be done. zﬁéaaé;
¥r. Udall, as the chisf ?réswgﬂmist for sesting Mr. Powell before
the ingulry deploved Mr. Powell®s conduct. o metter which resclut-

ions passed op Janvary 10, ¥r. Powell’s conduwef would have bgen in-

westigated. P
/tm'&\c
ne of the Mexbers [stated duvisg the debabte:
?; Y Werare charged with helping to write the laus of

the land, must, I thisk show respect for thoss lsws, show 2z will-
ingzness to obey them and more importantly, a respect for that




. ipto the charges against its Member. Q&y 1 gﬁs@'mt i':%sa%:, while
X awaitiog the disposition of the inquiry, Mr. Powell will receive
bis pay, sllowssces and emoluments: he is deprived only of his

On the issue of deprivisg constituests of representation, lst
e <3 @aiz;% pat that this is by oo mesns 3 uniqee sitvatico. Wheo-
rer & Representative dis ip office or resigns or - as in the
m az: ¥r, ?ﬁwe}.i is asked o sﬁmﬁ &siéa !«Eﬁ* hatevey periad
>< £ time - his copstituedey is uurepresentaie ‘ﬁ%ﬂ&; ?&z <
m@% ..%m death of Zepresentative m ?*&gﬁ?ty of Bhode Island
o Januayy 10, will leave his distre: m§mw for seversl
weeks. Iz is zz unfortunate occurrence whenever it heppens, but it
is mot discriminatory by oeture,

The Minority Leader, Representative Gersld R. Ford, said: " I feel

e strongly - sod I koow mry Menmber on this side of the zisle fesls-—

FaN that ¥r. Powell should bhave his day is court, that be should be
given sgual justice, even iveatment.

# de would ostablish the forum apd give hin the opportupity to come

X in and asswer thode all aggﬁim i:%%a: bave been made ~ allsgations
/ that the press bave mode, allegations in various commiitees, state-
aents of one sort or spother by some Meobers here is the Chander.®

.. VHe feel that thers should be 5 prompt determimation, but im the im-
™ terim while ¥r. Powell is standisg sside the commitiee should com-
duct g full iovestigation with Mr,. Powell having his day in court.”

Persuasive in the debate nadoubtedly was the statement that preced-
ent seewed o ezeclude from considerstion any acts by ¥r, Powell
{ or any ¥epber in similer ¢ircumstapces) prior to the sesting
ﬁ:&wiﬁwﬁ aemr&a‘mg to this view, the committee of inguiry could

: onsidered, 25 2 basis for possible disciplisary action,
‘to Jagusry 10, if M. Powellbad bego seated on

tﬁi&‘éay, |

& Tode of Bthics is badly neaded i the House of

X % am fivedy vo record Lo this efgmg, and I sxpec
to do all within my power as s Mewber of Congre
see that this sericus lack is emaf;mé fortioith.




X

I do belisve thet there is 2 groving reslization on the part of
sany of my colleagues as to this shovtooming and & desire to sea
i’g gﬁmeé. There was, as you pay koow, a2 Select Coomittee on
ndards and Copduct, crested in the 53%9th Congress, which re-

mﬁf submitted 2 veport, and on the first day of the new fougress
2 resoluticn was introducsd giving the Committee power io investi-
gaz;a wmgiaiam of viclations of standavds by Mesbsrs of the House

o ecommend ama te the House. The chalrmen of thet
rtoe ask upport for this resclution and the %fmsgm
Wimﬁw of t%é ﬁaw%cteai and 1 have told bhim that I am firaly
committed to that ond.

igammmmﬁgmgm&ﬁthemtmmsft&ﬁm for
an m{ggigy at this time, wiill prove to be the isstsllation of
sgneral set of stendevds, aod I persomally gia@geﬁ o work
toward such a development,

Again, I thasnk you for your thouphtful letter. Please write sgain.

Eincerely,

<3 ‘1 g/y Mﬁ%i ﬁa—ﬁ#




®,D.1 g
Yoorheesville, E,%,
Jaﬁaafy 12, 1967

Yr, Daniel Bubton:
fiouse of Represéntatives
Washington, D.C,

Dear Sir:

I had the pleasure of supporting you in tke Tecent zi@culcn, not
enly by my vobe bub by more substantial means, I congratulate
You, even this belatedly, on your succesS,

I am, however, distressed by your first vobe as Represenbative,
The unseating of Adam Clayton Powell, though perhaps only btempor-
arilys constitutes a prejudgment that is cenbtra ¥y te the supposed
spirit of Anglo-Saxon law, When his guilt is establiske d by

a properly seppointed body it will be time to decide -- on non=
parbisan grounds —-- as to whether he should be permitted to conm-
tinve in Congress,

Fylly as serious as this ignoring of the sgirit of fair play, is
the faet that the Hegro eommunity in general wi 11 take this as
a further instance of white oppression of their aspirations, Nor
will they , wnforbunabtely,be btobally wrong in so taking the ine-
cidente If Powell is a scoundrel, he is far from the first or the
only one ever to sii in the House. But the other scoundrels have
nof been nnseateé ~= gpparently because they were, Or are, nob
blaek. May I 2dd that the alwbnment of Southern Democrats and
most Republicang on this issue bodes nothing but ill for the
future of race relations in this coanﬁvg. Remember that Mr. Powell
hzs been a very popular fdgure with his constibtueney:; to slgp him
down is 2 slagp in the face of this comstitueney. Our large
cities are dlready in 2z state of endemie insurrection with re=-
peated and contirmmous rioting all through the summer months, This
most receht action will only exacerbate an already dssperate
situations I urgs‘you to de whatever you can te see that Mr,
Powell gebts a fair hearing snd that he be reseated uniess his -
misdoings are felonious indeed, Jam 211 for ethics in Congress,
but self-rightecusness nauseates ﬁeg

I might add that I sm very much opposed to Mr, Johnson's proposal
of a six percent increase in income baxes to carry on the Vied-
namese wa¥, There are too many important things to do at homej

the qravest dangers to our country sre within our own borders. Com=
munism seems pretty well contained in Asis gs it is, and no matter
how mueh money we spend in the Vietnams there will doubtlessly

bz econbinuing sisughter There for decades to come. 1t is %oo

good a thlng for the Russisns and Chinese:; they will not let it
die out for some Time,

"espec»fully’yours

g WM

erry D‘ iestbrock



May 11, 1967

¥r. 4. H. Nelses
607 Broadway
Albany, New York

Bear ¥r. Belson:

Thank you for your letter comcerming the F,.B.I.%s investigation
of Represestative Adem Clayton Powell.

i share your comcers for the conduct of this investigation sisce
I have already urged the Department of Justice to conduct a full«
scale inguiry inte the sctivities of ¥Mr. Powell. I am coentinuing
to follow the action of the Justice Department closely since the
results of the iovesfigation could have aa effect oa his seatisng
in the House of Representatives.

I appreciate your imterest in this matter and I 2m glad to have
your views zod copments.

sgﬁeereiy,

Daniel E. Buttea, M.C.







World Journal .’l'n‘bune Speciaz " ’
WAEEHEENG’I’ON, May: 4—The'

" Justice Departmment s’ Hmwed
' fbhie/ FBI's mvestrga;ﬁonoi vRepfl

those  Issues ra.lsed} at,
hearings, e(m: ssrwn!al

from my 31, 1965, 0. Jan:
1967 . The -Celler- eomnnmbtee

wozk dn. ‘i congressuonaﬂ offloe
during that pen@d and -thad
Powell had dnvevww Eher pay fbo
his:own: aocount

O'I'lhe use of anmedueazbyon aud
abot committes. staff member

tfeat

were: pmaxced on x'ﬂh

- found Mi's. Powell: ha,dl done:ng/’

<, ‘®The mistise of education and|.
j?abeor commmittee: ﬂunlds Tor 1 p'er-
‘ mma,l ﬁﬁamel.

,a.l-

those, issies va;lsedr a.t the com=]

Tadhs - were alrea,dry djevelaped

he . said, and could  have: been|
handed over 108, fedvamal gmnd
mmgdlarbely

said- the FBI's. inv%hgéﬁ.on of|
Powell hlas been one of “rou—.

.’a,sadomesﬁlcaathlsBdere- :

, b

‘llsr* need the FBI to Iook-into
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b WASEI[NG—TON, May 4—‘]3.!19
" Justice. Depaitnient has Immlte«df
#he/ FBIs mestmga}t‘mn OF Repfl|-

wglect Adam ‘Claybon Powell fo

fhose - issues ra,zsed art

lifrom July 31, 1965, to' Jan.

‘Iusownwwlmt,

K3 \l‘abfor committee frtmds for per—

‘ a,s ‘@ domesﬁl!c azt ihis.B&mhm re~|

on his oonlgressmnal office stafl

‘l1967.. The -Celler eommnrbbee
‘found Mi's. Powell had done:no
I'work in. his eongressmonaﬂ offlce
| Gurinie, that “period. and -that
‘Powell. hiad duverbed, her pay 't-o

& The misuse of education and

sen«al ‘ma,vel

o’Iﬂhte use of medueazt.on amd
bor mmirf'tee staft member

: _fzota,ketoa,gtramj
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reallw* need the FBI 1o look into|
those: issues raised ab.the com=|"
mittee’s: ‘public Tearings.  TheF-
f«wts were already: developed,
he  said and could’ have: been
handed over to:a fedteiﬂa.l gmmd :
Jjury mnmedlately -

. ROUT!

Obher congresmom,l sotirces|.
‘|said the FBI's investigation of|

PoweIl has been' £ of “rou-

ﬂhere is strongi
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. By ARA PIASTRD
., World qourmzz gribune Staf)
' * comptroller MarioyA. Pro-
eaceino charged today that

the Lindgay administration .

_would ‘create & $2 million
plueprint for @ “colossal
pork-~barvel” and would deal

“a death blow to Civil Service

4t 1t approves a plan to make,

Cenon - competitive” 88 high-~
Mipsied jobs in fhe Hospitals
“Departnesit.

S The comptroller made the
charges in remaks. prep:

. Werfd Jc;urnal Tribunes

SR T e . oy  GHD . wedr
- Procaccino t ils 'rorrw
o ase would mean
r-—and future
1 the hospl-
d . oputl Service Corhmission in-

competitive cl
that the Mayo
e yors—bhrow
. cohnznissioner,
awer o appolint’
top hospital perso
.oub examination, Wi
~gompetition.’ T

before the New
£givil  Bervice

" hearing on the,
Hospitals: Teepartment’s 1e= "
quest f0r new pos
competitive elass.
. exempt-Job bid would
" open the door o massive Po-

litdeal patronage. :
Progaceino said:

the City' Civil

- Bervice Commisston placing
a, number of FHospitaly De-

partment . jobs in “the . non-_

the cominigsion:

d . 25 assistant
eommissioners, 25 deputy: as-

. glgtant  commiissioners, .
managers of building gervices '
and grounds. :

tiong - inelude
adopted by’

He ' said the figures: were

-contaltied ‘or & letter from:

“the. president of - the ‘State

yiting “~him _to express is

' yiews on the esolutions.

Procacéino, & fred uent
_ctitie of :the Hospitals  Dé-.
“parbment, sald the new titles

called for salaries which total
up  to nearly $2 ‘million: &
year. He also aid the Jobs
“would be placed in the hands
of ‘the commissioner of hos~. -

‘NeW‘IY“:’.i‘ka»‘-Thﬁi;S:dayo‘ .Méy: 4 1o

he considered »
cial papt” of ﬁhe,z
ing .di_scussed atb t
'&Tm@ft of Civil Ser
ow the mayor's aiy
commissioner’s
‘ “a death blow'
Jour systbm ‘of Civil ngﬁéemg
He urged the: sta '
Service Com;

~ pitals to dispense as hipes i
froller cojed They are bad L
few of.the Veop of the City of Ni%l; At

4

safd the' Givil.
sgfsbem was coneelved:
eloped over the years
Very purpose of |
and prohibiting. top -
governmental agen--
" political pa‘trona;gi}(}g iteqls o
S obbosition to
hroposal - was
by -the “Wosl

) aminationsfht
prove impractical. i
L wBub to pub all

- loms asked for. o Pr .

- competitive ‘basis
stive of the fact th
Hitle - more than a.
for @ colossal

mission to reject
Ds adopbed by
S’erv‘izce Com-

the eity’s. Civil
miSS‘iO{L‘L; 'S&yimg
bad for the Civil
e, ‘They are

the Lindsa
i‘ir&ﬁ revea:le{l
- Journal ‘Tribu

no streghat _
: : bad for our

e last month




Tear ¢

T%s most sppeeciative of your thoughtful scassgs

shout wy wots on Congrsssman Fowsll, I thisk vou
would bz gratifisd o kzew, 28 I heve besn, fhat

rhe letters and calls of gupport have culnssbersd
theme eritical of =v positisn., It was good to
heay your vaderstanding words. FPerhaps the ea-
slosed siatement which I lssved aft

211l additionslily explain wy rossconing.

Azain, my thanks.

2

Host sipesrely,

L




¥r. Robert J. Brown
318 suilivan Road
Schenectady, Hew York

Pear Mr. Broea:

I have just resad your letter concerning the seating of Adam Clayton
Powell. You may be sure that I share with you, 2 deep concers for
this most difficult sitwarion.

As you may know by sow, I voted with the very large majority to
investigate the charges brought agaimst Mr. Powell before seating

him. To we the entire episode is 3 tragic and unfortunate ome. N
As I am sure your vealize, the very fact that s member of the United . \

States House of Representatives must be investigated is most dis-
heartening.

However, Mr. Powell personally acted in 3 mammer so as to bring sericus
guestions concerning his integrity as 3 Comgressman. It wastbide-V33
situation that caused me to vole to deny Mr.Powell his seat, pend-

ing an ipvestipstion. I cap assure you that the investigation into
the charges, by his colleapues, will be both speedy and fair. I will
be gwaitiog the decision and yecommendations of the ipvestigating
commities.

I wonid also like to add, that I feel that while we are exsmining

the record of ¥r. Powell, we should at the same time, closely serutim-
ize the mechanies of the entire House with the thought of establishe

ing 2 code of ethics Sor all slected officisls. It seems fo me, g&az

2 system that allows the present 4iffieunlities to ogsur, is somewhat

to blame, but, I oust reiterate thar Mr. Powesll needs to answer the
present charges brought against hinm.

I appreciate your thoughtfulness in writiag.
With all good wishes.

Sincerely,

Papiel E. Burteon, H.C.
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Jaguary 18; 1967
427 Stats Street
Albany, New York
Bear Me.iatesas
WW@W you for youz wawmwm w§ Epres
ﬁm&@ﬁﬁm@ﬁﬁﬂﬁww wwww%wwwﬁmgmmmmﬁmﬂmﬁ

The public was gwﬁw outraged by the sceming wwill~
ingaess op wmmwwwmhw of the £

oneress U ragct to his conduct

znd to lpguiryg inte it with & view to possible disciplinevy
action.

amwwm wmwwwmw & %wﬁwwﬁ mwﬁw wgwm wﬁﬁ % i possible
for Bim to be seated at this time.

mgwﬁg%wﬁwmmggwwgwwﬁmﬂm&%gm

apt w&ﬁ@mﬁw aise ﬁwmw
bimself to this sluosi uopre

guiry sad posgibis mwmmﬁwwwg wﬁ.m - % ;www gwm,mwwmn ww is
traly & trsgedy in every ssuse.

Peniel E.Button, ML,




27 Skk St
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i8 Coolidge Avenue
Troy, Hew York

Daer ¥rs. Bowerd:

Thaok ves for your letter concerming Zepresestative Adess Claytom
Powell, I wt&iﬁiy coucur with vou that it is 8 gowry a@’%ﬁw
2nd one 1o vhich responsible setion 3y e : &~
tim was overdue, The public s sl

seming wnwillingness or insbilify of £ ; : ;
&is sonduct snd te ioguire inte it with 2 view to g@&sﬂ}fw dis~
giplinary stesps.

As you perhaps koow by now, I wvoted for the resclution to deny My,
?mﬁ. his seat pending such ap ingeiry, and sarlier I had voted
foxibbe the resolution vhich would have made possible bis beisg
s&aﬁ@é at this time.

el

I want you to know that I found that my colleagwes in the House
while ghariaz vour revelsion at Mr. Powell's flsgrant and blatant
conduct, also were saddensd thet 2 Mesber had milfully brought
himself to thiz asimost unprecedented obloguy, where efficial io-
guiry asd possible discipline were virtually unavoidsble. It is
truly a tragedy is every seuse,

I belisve we can be assuved mat the inguiry will be failr, and
that - in the words of the Hinorify Leader, ¥r. Ford - ¥r. Powell
will bave his day in cour:, znd will have equalfijustice, even
tremtwent. This swrely is vequized, mo matter bow dispusted some
of his fellow-citizens may fesl,

&11 this is relared, further, to the sbsence of a resl fode of
Ethics for Mewbers of Congress, and I auw firsly committed o
working to bhelp creste the machisery £o produce an offective
Coda %:éza:: will govern us 411 im this great legislative body.

i a=m appreciative of the thought bekind your message, and I
hove to bhezar from you agais.

Sincersly,

Baniel E. Bution, ¥.C.




Daniel Button, Representative

New York

House QOffice Building

Washington, D. C.

Dear Congressnman Bubibn:

May I ask you Lo thoughtfully read an article in the

Decembar '65 Reader?!s Digest titled,®Are We a Hation of Hoods?"

condensed from Waterloo, Iowa Sunday Courler, page 127.
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January 16, 1967

$ir. Richard ¥. Polk
508 Morris Strest
éibaay, Hew Tork

&’h&a& yaa for your thoughtfulness in sending we your thoughts con-
cerning Adam Clsyton Powsll. I certainly comeur with vou that iz
is & sorry sffair, and ome in which regsponsible Sction by the House
of Represeptatives was overdue. The public was understandably out-
raged by the seeming uwnwillingness or ingbility of the Copgress to
rogct to his copduct and &6 ipguire into it with a view to possible
discislingry secion,

4s you koow, I voted for the vesclution to demy Mr. Powell his sest,
pending such an inmguiry, and sarlier I had vorsd against 8 resslo-
tiop which would have made it possible for hism %o dbe saated, st this
time.

I want you bo kuow that I found that my celleagues in the Bouse while
sharisg your revulsion at Mr, Powells flagrast aad blatest condect,
also were saddened 2t the thought that a Mewber had wilfully brought
himself to thie almost usprecedented obloguy, where official inguiry
pad possible discipline were '@m&a? iy unegvoidable., It i3 gruly 2
tragedy in svery sense, '

I believe we can be sssursd that the iggazm will be i&;r, and that -
in the words of the Hinority &a&é&ﬁ . Ford~ Mr. Powell will have
%is é&? in comwrt, and will have mi 3&32::&& = gyen Lresbment. This

urvely is reguired no matter how disgusted some of bis fellow-citizens
my f&ei,

A1l this is rvelated, further, to the sbssuce of 3 raal Code of Ethies
for Members of Congress, 2nd I am firmly committed to working to
help creaste the machipery Lo produce an effective Code that will
govers all of us in this ~vesn legislative bady.

I om appreciative of the Lo

to hgar Srom you sgsis.

Sincerely,

Daniel ¥. Buiton, M.C.




Janusry 18, 1567

588 ¥ Street
ﬁi%a;szy, Ei:a% York

Dear ¥e. Yolk:

Thank you for youxr telagxm concerning Represpntative Adam {layton
Fowell, I certainly concur with you that it iz a sorry affair, and
ope i which rasgemﬁﬁe action by the Bouse of Representatives was
overdee,. The public was understandably outraged by the scemiog un~
willinguness oo ismabllity of the Cougress o reaspd teo his conduct and
to imguire iate it with a view to possible disciplimary Betion.

&s you perhaps know by gow, I votsd for the resclution to deny Mr.
Powell bis ssat pending such an isguiry, and sarlier I had voted
against & rvesolution which would have made possidle bkis belng
seated at this time.

I want you to koow that § found that my ¢olisagues in the House
while sharing your revulsion 2t ¥r. Powell®s flagrant asd a}.ataﬁt
conduct, also were saddemed thut 3 Hesber had wilfully brought hime
seif to this almost unprecedented oblocuy, where official laguiry
and possible disecipline were virtuslly uwmavoidsble. It is truly

a tradgey in every respect.

I belicve we z2n be assured that the inguiry w»ill be :ﬁaig aud
that - in the words of the Misority Leader, ¥Mr. Foxd ~ M. Powel
will have his day in courg, and will bave sgusl justice, sven
treatment. This surely iz regquirved no matier how disgusted some
of bis fellow-gitizens may feel.

&13 this is vslated, f@zﬁh&', te the absepee of a real Qode of
Zthies for Mewbors 6‘f Congress, dud I am firmly committed fo
workisg to help create the wam o produce an gffective
Sode that will govern us 21l in this grea: legislative body,

I am sppreciative of the thought behind your wessage, and I
hope to hesy from you again,

Siacerely,

Paniel K. Bution, H.L,
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Japuary 16, 1987

¥r, Jomes B. Domsay
Comeny, Alan & Dely
1692 Western Avenue
Albany, Bew York

Pear ¥Mr. Conwsy:

Thank you for your letter comeerning Bepresentative Adam Clayien
Powell. I certainly concur with vous that it is z sorey affair,

and one in which responsible action by the House of Reprosentsiives
=g overdue, The public was mmméiy mrageg 3@' the seom-
ing vnwillingaess or imability of the Congres to his con-
ducyr and o isguire into it with 2 view to @a&ﬁibie éisaigzi§§r§

SLEpSs.

Ag you pecheps koow by wow, I voiad For the resclution to deny ¥r.
Powell His sest pending an inguivy, sad esrlier I had voited against
# resolution which wonld have made posaible his being seating st
this time.

I want you &0 koow that I fowswd that sy colleagues in the House,
while sharing your revulsion at My, Powell's flagwant and blatent
pduct, also were saddened thet a Mesher had willully brought
 Bimself to this almest unpresedented obloguy, where official in-
quiry aud possible discinline wore virtuelly uwsavoidable, It is

truly 2 tradgey in overy veske,

I believe we can be assuresd thet the inguiry will be fair, and
that - in the words of the Minority leader, Mr. Ford » Mr. Powell -
will hsve his day ip court, and will heve equal justice, even
trpatment. Thiz is surely reguired, no metter bow disgusted sowme
of his fellow citizens may feosl

ALl this is related, further to the sbsvoce of a resl fode of Ethies
for Heuwbers of Congress and I am firmly committed o workisg fo
help creats the machivery to produce sn effsctive Code that will
goverz vs 2ll in this great legisistive body.

I am sppreciative of the thouphi behind your mesgage, aond I hope
te huoar from vou again,

Bith all zood wishes.

Sincerely,

Panidd E. Bution, M.G.




CONWAY, ALLAN & DALY
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
1692 WESTERN AVENUE
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12203

TELEPHONE (AREA CODE 518) 488-4771

JAMES E. CONWAY
HARRY A. ALLAN
JOHN G. DALY

Januvary 12, 1967

Honorable Daniel E. Button
United States Representative
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Representative Button:

As a resident of the State of New York, I would like
to express my very strong feelings with respect to the
seating of Adam Clayton Powell in our Congress. T
strongly oppose this matter and recommend that all ap-
propriate steps be taken to make the present arrange-—
ment permanent.

It seems to me, that as a professional, and several
rules apply to other professions, actions similar to
Mr. Powell's would certainly result in disbarment or
loss of license, etc. Should not the same standards be
applied to our representatives in Congress?

Further, if Mr. Powell is denied his seat, and a new
election decreed, I feel that it should be a condition
of his candidacy, which is sure to be an issue, that he
purge himself of his contempt and of his actions.

These are my personal views, but I wish to bring them
to your attention and urge your careful consideration
of the matter. :

Respectfully,

(e &

77
f{%émes E. Conw;;iiizzzzé%i
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[
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Japmary 14, 1967

Thank you for your telegram comcerning Representative Adam Clavion
Powelli. I certaisly concur with vou that it ig 3 sorry affsir, and
one in which responsibles action bytthe House of Representatives ‘
was ovavdue, The publiic wes understandably cubraged by the geeming
wewillingness or foability of the Congress to react o his conduct
znd to inguire into it with a view Lo possible disciplinavy steps.

A=z vou perbaps kuow by now, I voted for the resclution to deny Nr
Powell his seat pending such ap inguiry, and sarlier I bad vobted
dazisst 2 vesoiution which would have mede possible his being seat-
ad at this time.,

I went you to koow that I found the: =y collesgues in the House,
while sharisg your revalsice at ¥r. Powell'’s conduct flagrant

and blatant, slsc were saddeved that a Mewber bad wilfully brought
bimself 1o zhis almost unprecedented chloguy, whers official in-
gulry and yassi% Is discipline wers virtually vnavoidsble., Iz is
truiv a ¢ in every senss,

I believe we can be sssured thar the inguivy will be fair, and
that - in the words of the Minority leader, Mr. Ford - Hr. Powell
will bave his day in court, and will have aqual Jfustice, even
treatuent. This surely is Téguived, no satier how disgusted some
of his Feliowcitizens may feel,

ALl this iz *&1&2&& fszt%aarg to the absepce of 2 psal Code of
38 Congress, and I am firsly commiiled te

,miﬁg w help oreate t%e mimy to produce s effsetive Code

that will gowern us all in this greer legisiative bosly.

I zm apprecistive of the thoupht behind your messace, sod I m
to bear from vou agsis.

Siscerely,

Braviel . Botton, KO,
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WASHDC
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Jhauary 16, 1967

ﬁlf: ?&"ﬁr’iﬁ ?“ R I:'”“"' "
224 Tnion Strest

Pear Mr. Copper:

Thank you for yourtielegram copcerning Represeantstive Adam Clayion
Powell. I certaisly comcur with your that it is & sorry affair,
and one in which responsible sction by the House of Representatives
was overdus, 'The public was wderstendably outraged by the seem-
ing wmawiliingness or inabliity of the Congress to vsdet to his
conduet and to inguire iate it with 2 view te posaible disciplin-

- #r¥ steps,

&8 you perhaps koow by now, I wvoted for the rescletion to deny ¥r.
Powell hisz seat pendiss such ap inyuivy, sad earlier I bad woted
against & vesolution which would have seds possible his belng seat-
ed at this time,

I want vou fo koow that I found that my colleagues in the ﬁaﬁﬁé; wizﬂe
sharing your z&g&zsiﬁa a2t Mr. Powell¥s flsergsar aud blatant condust
alse were saddenmed that a3 Meober bad wilfully brought himself za ﬁaxs
almost aﬁgsmmée&tﬁé obloguy, wheye official loguiry sad possible
discipiine were virtually wavoldable. It was truly 2 trapedy in

I believe we can be assuved that the ipguiry wiil be fair, and thst
£& the words of the Binprity Leader, ¥r. Ford - ¥r. Powell wiil
hoave hie day io couri, and will beve equal justice, sven treastment.
This surely is reguired, ao matter how disgusted some of his fellow
citizens may feel,

ALl this is related, further, o the asbsence of a regl fode of Ethies
for gembers of Comgress, zud I Firmly am commitied to working to

help creat the machinery to produce an effective Cods that will govern
ue all in this great legislative body.

% am appreciative of the thousht behind your wmessage, and I hepe to
Bear from you sgain.

Sincerely,

Banisl E. Buttes, M.C.
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 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES wASHDC e -
5 SEATING ADAM CLAYTON POWELL AS MEMBER OF CONGRLSS WILL BE A o
. TRAVESTY OF THE CHARACTER OF YOUR AUGUST BODY. HIS FLAUNTING
. OF OUR LAWS MAKES HIM UNWORTHY TO MAKE THE LAWS GOVERNING OUR

COUNTRY STAND UP AND BE COUNTED. VOTE TO BAR THIS MAN FROM

CONTINUING IN OFFICE | -
FERRIS P COPPER ﬂa UNION STRFET 50&417

..
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Janusry 18, 1967
¥r. Barry B. Veedor -
Barry E. Vesder & Sons, Ins.

29 Hialeah Drive

Albany, New York, 12265

Thank yvou for vour telegram concernivg Representative Adaw Clavton
Posell. I cerisiniy coucer with you that it i3 a soryy affsir, and
one in which responsible zction by the House of Representatives was
oyerdue. The public was uvnderstandsbly outraged by the seeming un-
willingapes or inability of the Cougress to react to his conduct
and to inguire ingo it with @ view fo possible disciplinary steps.

As you perhaps kmow by aow, I voted for &em&@tmwmy&‘
Powell his sest pending sueh s imiw and sarlier I had voted
woted against a vesolution which . have made possibie his bee
ing seated st this time.

I want you to koow that I found that my collesgues in the House, while
sharing your vevulsion at Mr., Powell’s flagrant snd blatent conduet,
also ware saddesed that s Hesber had wilfully brought himself to this
almost weprecedented obloguy, where official ipouliry zuwd possible
discipline were viriuslly upavoidable . It is truly 2 tragedy

in evdry sense.

I believe we can be agsured thst fhe ipguizy will be fair and that,
iz the words of the Minority Lesder, M¥r. Ford - Mr. Powell wiil
have his day iz gourt, and will have egusl fustice, even treatment.
This surely is vequived »o0 matier how disgusted some of his fellowe
eitizens may feel.

A1% zhis is relared, further, 2o 2hé zbsence of g veal Code of Ethies
for Menbers of Congres, aud I am firmly commitied zo woerkiss to help
create the machimery to prodece sn effective Code that wilil gasm
us 2l in this grest lsgislative body.

I am appreciative of the rhogbt behind your message, sud I hope
to hear from you agaia,

Sincevely,

Daniel B, Butzon, ¥.L.
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January 18, 1967

HMclormack's Bighway Traasportstion, Inc.
3151 Erie Blwd,
Schenectady, Bew ¥ork

Deayr Mr. Tomlins:

I have just read your letter concerninz the seating of Adem Clayten
Powell., You msy be sure that I shave with you 3 deep copmeers for
this most 4ifficult situation.

Ag vou may know by now, I votad with the very lavge majorizy o
isvestigate the charges brought against ¥r. Powell before be is
seated, To me, the entire episode is 3 trspgic and unfortunste
one, as 1 am sure you realize. The wery fact that z menber of
the United States House of Representatives must be isvestisgated
iz most dishesvrening.

However, Mr. Powell persenally has acted iy 2 manner 20 as to
bring sericus guestion sboot bis iantegrity ss ¢ Comgrsssman. It
was this situation that caused me o vole fo deny Mr. Powell his
geat pending an investigation into the charges, by his collsagues,
I can assure yov that the investigation %iii b both agmé;g and
fair. I will be swaitisg the égcésisa and recommendations of the
investigating commities,

I would alse 1ike to add, that I feel that while we are examining
the record of Mr. Powell, we shouléd at the same time clesely
sorutinize the mechanics of the sotire Bouse with the thought

of pstablishing 2 Code of Bthics for all slecred officals. I
seems fo me that 3 systenm that alliows the present difficulties

iz somswhat to blame, but I sest reiterate that ¥y, Powell

zeeds Lo snswer the present chapges brought against him.

I appreciate your thoughtfulness in wriving.

Sizcerdly,

fanisl E. Betten, B.C.




L.C.C. 19157
. . P.S.C.NLY. 873

Helorvmack's HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION, INC.

INCORPORATED IN 1924

TRAMSPORTER CF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL AND i5] ERIE BOULEVARD @ SCHENECTADY, N. Y. 12305
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT OVER IRREGULAR
ROUTES IN 27 STATES EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI | 518/474-4174

January 6, 1967

-The Homsrable Daniel Button

House of Represemtatives

United States Post Offiee Buildimg
Schenectady, Hew Yeork

Dear Bir:
I am appalled when I read and listen te the affairs

of ééam_C1aytan Powell and them thimk this man has a
voice in the HEIATETST amy future.

I am disgusted when I read and listen te poelitical

figures weigh the peolitical significance ef unseating
Adam Claytonm Powell. -

You, as my elected representative, have mo other
cheice but to judge Powell on his performance only.
Powell's race, creed or skin pigment have neo beariang on
the preoblem.

Please use your imfluence in remeving the stigma of
Powell from yeur group.

Very truly yours,

MC CORMACK'S HIGHWAY
TRANSPORTATION, IKRC.

/7Y D —7 ) s
_ /D / W

. B. Temlins,
ecretary

U ¢

CBT/cag



January 17, 1967

810 Riverside Avenus
Scotis, New York

Pear Hrs. Lee:

Thank you for your letier concerning Representative Adam Claytonm
Powelil. I certainly comcuy witk vouo that it is a3 soryry affair,
and one in which respounsible action by the House of Representa-
tives wes ovdrdue. The public was understamdably outraged by
the seeming wawillingness or imablity of the Congress te react
to his conduct and to inguive into it with & view to possible
disciplinary steps.

&s you perhaps kuow by now, 1 vobted for the resoletion te denmy
¥r. Powell his seatr pending such an inguiry, and earlier I had
yoted against 2 resclution which wesld have made possible his
being seated at this time,

I want you to know that I found that my collesgues in the House
while sharing your revulsion at Mr. Powell's flagrant and blatant
conduct, alse were saddened that o Member had Wwilfmily brought
himseif to this almost upprecedented obloguy, where official in-
quiry and possibie discipline were virtuslly unavoideble. It is
truly & tragedy in every sense.

I believe we con be assured that the imguiry will be fair, and
that - ig the words of the Misoricty Leader, Mr. Ford - ¥r,. Powell
will have his day in court, and will have egual justice, even
trgatment. This surely is regulred, ne matter how disgusted some
of his fellow-citizens may feel.

All this is related, further, to the absence of a vesl Lode of
Bthies for HMembers of Comgress, and I am firmly committed to
working te help creste the machingry te produce an effective fode
that will governo us 211 i this great legislstive.

I am appreciative of the thought behind your message, sad 1 hope o
hear from you agdin,

Siscerely,

Baniel E. Bubten
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Janusry 16, 1947

Hr. J.M. Sudelsik
RD #1 Drows Road

Bear Mr. Sudolinik:

Thank you for your letler conceraing Représeptative Adam Clayton

Powell., 1 certainly concer with you that it is 2 sorry affsir,

and one io which cesponsibie sciisn by the House of Rmmn%g

wos overdee. The public was understandably outraged by the aseming

sewilliivgoess or inability of the Congress to react o his conduct
and to inguire imte it with a view to possible disciplisary steps.

%gwm&mm%?m, I vored for the resclution to deny ¥r.
Powell his sent pending such an inguiry, aad eariier I had woted .
ggainst & resolution which would have made his being seated poss-

inle, st this tise.

k4 wm ?w to know that I found that zy collesagues in the House
sharine your revulsion ot Mr. Powell's flagrunt and blazast
Emt, @isgs were saﬁém that z Membey brought himeelf wilfully,
to this almost uaprecedented obloguy, whers official iaguiry and
@aﬁsi&i& émi;zéiﬁe m girtuslly wavoidsble. It is fruly a

. -y X : joeivy will be fair, and
that is the words af t%aa m;&:y Lmées, . Gerald Ford ~

¥r. Powell will have his day in court and will have soual justice,
Sypp trearament. This swrely i3 reguived, so matter how é;smta&
gsome of his fellow-citizens say feel.

A1l this is related, Hurther, to the shsence of z vesl Code of
Bthice for Mesbers of Congress, and I am firsly committsd o
working to help creste the mochisery o produte an effective Code
rhat will gowers us 21l iz this grear leadevship.

I == sppreciative of the thought behind vour message, apd I hope
to heay from you ageis,

Bincerely,

Baniel E. Bellon, K.C.




RD #1 Droms Road
Rexford, New York
January 13, 1967

The Honorable Daniel Button
House Office Building
Washington, D. G. 20013

Dear Mr. Button:

T would like to take this opportunity to voice my opimiom
concerning the seating of your colleague, Representative
Adam Clayton Powell. Any man who seeks a public office
should display traits of homesty and moral integrity.
Unfortunately, Mr. Powell does mot fall into this category.

I hope that since this is your first session in comgress, you
will be an example to your colleagues and will do everything
in your power to support the ouster of this individeal, 1In
these trying times, this country can not afford to have
anything but the best men as its leaders. -Our future demands
it.

Sincerely,

J. ¥. Sudolmik



Jamuary 13, 1967

Hr.& Brs. Paul H. Holloway
1346 Lewn fvenue
Schenectady, ¥ew York, 12305

Bear ¥r. & Mrs. Holloway:
I bave just vead your letter comcerning Adam Clavtom Powell,

You may be sure that I share your concern for this most diFfFi.
eult situstion.

As vou may koow, by e, I voted with the very lavge majority
to inwestigate tiag& charges brought ageinst Mr. Powsll bafors
sesting him. To me the entire episods is 2 tragic and unfortune 1
ate one. As 1 am sure you know and vealize, the fact thst a

m af the Dnited 3&&@ m of Sepresentat ;

Sowaver, Hr. Powell personaily has scted iv 3 manner so 33 to
%)fiag servicus gquestion about bis integrity 25 a2 fongresswen,

It was this 5?. tuation that caused me to vobts to degy Mr. Powell
his seat, pending on lovestigation. I can essure you thet the
imtigaﬁm fato the chgrges, by bhis eollesgues, will %e %@t%z :
speedy and falr, I mﬁ. be awaiting the decizion and recoamends
of bhe imvestigating committee,

I wonld also iike to add that I feel that while we are exemining
the record of Mr. Powell we should, st the same time closely
seretinize the mechanice of the entive House, with the thousht
of establiishine 2 Code of Bthics for all ﬁi,acteé offieials. It
seem to me that = systenm that allows the present diffiecuities
to secyr is somewhst to blame. Yot I must reiterate zhat Mo,
Powell needs to answer the present charges brought against bhim,

I appreciate your thoughtfuluness in writing.
With 21l zood wishes

Simcersly,

Baniel E. Buttos, M.C,




1344 own Goemnc

AelorecHady, ir Yot 1230

Yorsay S /707

/éév-m% ’DJMM ?Awéﬁ/

7 Yoy e 7

M&o‘é&%, Voo Lo

T Dea %/o/,

W«&o M@WWW@/WWW

e~ Wﬂ% /@/w ﬁfv/ummv&&% /’M/éﬂ

WM»@ fuéZ /WW«Q e @Mwmﬂzyf@%ﬁ

I

%WM&MMMKMWW

m/ﬁe/

%ﬂ«w e Tis trliavoe | W torndd orgoir gy Rerrooeatls

MQWJﬁ/wWWMZ/MWwVﬁ /Le/éce/we //’Z/Lﬂgmeg/

&{QWWwJ M%@m&éé&%kg,éﬁw&,ﬁ

/MJ%« Rimacly, %WW%,&W/ eowit pocoed) Ko

O/IL,@»MM j.&/mﬁ;@m%uxwﬂvéc€ MM%
Lo plloeiod) %@wéﬁﬂz& /ﬁé&%@w«ﬁ/%’/ wx}w/mvﬁ;Mﬂq%

WM M@J W ot 71%@1’ /mw& ond W/

/Wméud?/w) )’”M/@& % /W%»‘f //ﬁ/f ot m /YJZ%@/




He M&J WW&

Wﬁj@w W Mé«a@”/«w&ﬁ y 2%

geicig WUWJ W pailiiutloo pliows) 50 “Wwwﬂwj)i

o Mj&/ M,WAMM 2t i MMM’/M/

Mﬁ»@ M dzmu»\) ﬁw‘j/ﬂg )/Wvé/ww /M

WJM%@%WL QWJ @é&@)é’wm

Leceiit,
Wég%/@z/

MZ zé%a-/?/'z




)

{\/’5

1 k///
%7& Januery 17, 1967

Thank you for your thoughtfuiness in sending we your though :
egraing Adam gi&yﬁa& m‘;, 1 mﬁﬁy W with you %:%z&ss i%;
é.s g sm‘:? aﬁ&irg and one iz which vespousible actien i;? m 5&&3&

react to %ﬁs ea@éem‘: and miaqgm — ints it mth & w.aw m i§
discinlinnyy action.

:  know, I voted for the resclutien te deny ¥Mr. Powell his ssat,
gs&aﬁiag m an inguiry, sod ezriier I had vored zgainst 3 regolu-
tion which vould bove made it poszible for bizm to be seated, 2¢ this
time.

1 want you to kaow that 1 found that wy colleagues in the Bouse while
shariag your rmisim a; ﬁ‘r, Powell's Flagrant sod blatsct cenduet,
were also zaddeped ; thought that 2 mevber had wilfally %Wt
bimself to x—_izia aim&: a@xﬂ&é@m shlogay, where official isguiry
aud possible discipiine wers virtuslly usoavoidable., It is truly 2
tragedy iu svery sense.

I belisve we cas be ossured that the lsgudry will be falr, and that
in the words of the Mizority lesder, Mr. Ford, - ¥r. Powell wiil bave
:;is éa? in cours, gnd will hove sgual justice, even trestment. This

urely is reguived po matrer bow disgusted some of his fellow-citizens
aa‘g feel.

A1l this je related, further, 5 the sbssuce of 2 real Code of Brhies

for Heubers of Congress, and E am iixsai? committed to working o

halp crsate the muchinery ro produce su sfisctive Code that will sewve
a1l of us in the grest iagéziaziﬁg %aaéy,

3 am apprecistive of the thought behind your s
to hear From yvou agails.

Sincerely,

Danisl E. Butien, H.C.
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January 13, 1967

The Bonorable Gerald R. Ford
gffice of the Minority Leader
¥. S. House of Representatives
%Washington, B. £.

Dear Jerry:

1t occurs o me that in vour mesd to designate
Republican Members of the commitise to investigate Mr. Powell,
you might possibly be able to make use of 2 member from his
State who happens to have the status of 2 freshwan uninvoived
in sny of the previous House considerations of the Powell
matier.

with that iz mind, I am taking the liberty of
mentioning to you that if my presence on the commitiee could
serve any purpose including the abowve factors., I would be
willing enough fo Serve.

With very best wishes, and iz anticipation of
the fortheoming term under your leadership, I am.

Host Sincersliy,

Daniel B. Button, H. €.

DEB/pam




Dear Hr. Soudis:

Sincerely,

mi gt %ﬁm; ﬁ‘tgt
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Jaswary 13, 1967

Hr. Pevevy H. Angle
1 Haleyon Styeet
BSeotia, Bew YTork

Dear Mr. Asgis:

I have just read your letter concerninz the seating of Adam Clayton
Powell. You may be sure that I share with you 2 deep covcern for
this most Sifficult situstion .

As you may koow by aow, I voted with the very lavge majority fo
investigate the charges brought against ¥r. Powell before seating
him. To me the entire episode is a tragic and snfortunate one.

As I 2 sure you vealize, the wery fact that 3 mevber of the House
of Represputatives st be investizated is most disheartening.

Bowever, Mr. Powell personally has scted ip 2 mopner s8¢ &5 o brimg
sericus gquestien sbout his iﬁmg;:ity 85 & Cougressman. IL wasthis

siruation that caused me Yo vote to deny Mr. mzz bis sesat, pend» .
ing an investigation. I oan assure you thet the investigation iste
the charges will be %@%ﬁa speady ond fair. I will be awaiting the

decision and recommendations of the inpvestigatisg committee.

et ‘

I would glse like to add, thatIl feel that while we are examiaing
the recerd of ¥r. Powell, we should at the szame time clossly scrut-
nize the mechaniecs of the entire House with the thousht of esteblish-

ing 2 Code of Ethics for gll slizcted officials, If seems fo m that

a syiten that allows the presgset difficeities o ocour iz somewhat X
to blame, bul, I must reiterate that Mr. Powell dceds Io answer
the present charges brought asgainst him. ‘

I asppreciate your ti’iﬂi%ghffﬁiﬁ&ﬁ% in writing.
With all good wishes.

Sipearvely,

Daniel E. Buttonm, H.C.




T— " i

Jacob J. Javits -
Robert Kenns

10 Halcyon Street
Scotia, Kew York 12302
December 27, 1966

¥r. Danliel Button
U S House of Representatives
Washinggon, D. C.

Degr Sir:

I would like to enccocurage vou te support the sfforts to
‘deﬁy Adam Powell his ssat in Congréss. From all that we read
he iIs gbout as undesirable in Congress, especially as Chairman
of the Committee on Education and Lgbor, as anyone that counld
be found. I hope you will take the necessary sbteps to, not only
deny him his seat, but any income. Also, chargesshould be brought.
azainst him to recover the past payments mads to his wifé. as
an employee of his committeee, all paymenis made to his female
traveling companion, and the costs of the so called business
Teruised” he has so ofben made. To allow such & person, re-
gardless of color, to represent any remaining honest American, is
unthinkable,

A second item that should be curbed is the urban renewal
projects. By now they have Droveﬁ’””?aliawe from most points
ﬁf?““@ﬂ@, “gltho some areas -30% ees have ultimately been
improved. However, privatbe entcvprlse could accomplish the szams

at much less cost to the taxpayer. There is 1ittle or no
conslilderation shown the individuals who are digplaced, with
the result that many of the small businasses never surviving

the tmansition.

A recent incident where the powers of the director of the
urban renewal project allowed and ordered a historical site to
e removed, occurred in Mechanieville, ¥. Y. Different groups
were interesded. A neighboring church for the land, a hisforical
society for the building, and the urban renewal director Ekz
to clear the area. A solution was found where all parties
were satisfied. Then the local director ordered the property
bulldozed. A lebtter was dispatched to the inbterested parties
on Friday, too late to contact anyone in Albany or Washingbton.
Early Mondasy morning the bulldozeer remsved the hisbtorical property
withoubt disbturbing any other buildings for a period of several
aays. The Drone“tv was clearesd and the director had €isplayed
his authority. The value of such projects i1s indeed guestionable.

My recormendstion is to have the Govermnment get out of

T T b

rban ~‘erbeﬂal let local communities handle their own projects.

@

Respectfully yours
@

'j / o
Percy H. Angle



Jamuary 18, 1967
¥Mr. Peter E. Nooman, Jv.
2.0, Zox 467
Albsoy, New York, 12201

This is in further response to your letter of December 1. 3Simce
you have shown such au infevest in this matter I félt that it
was my duty te inform you of what actios has been takeu.

As you kaow, I voted for the resointion to deny M¥r. Powell his
seat pending ap inguiry, and earlier I had voted sgainst 2 res-
slution which would beve wmade it possible for him to be seated
at this rime,

T want you to kuow thet I found my cclleagues in the House while
sharing your revulsion at Mr. Powsll's flagrest and blatast comduct,
were alse saddeged at the thought that 2 HMesber had wilfully brought
himself to this almost wiprecedented obloguy, where gfficisl in-
guiry and possible discipline were virtuslly unavoidable. It is
truly & tragedy im every seuse.

1 beliove that we cen be assured that the imeuiry will be fair, and

that ic the words of the Minority Leader, Mr. Ford - Mr. Powell will
bhaee his day in court, snd will have egual justice, even tresiment.

This surely is reguired no matter how disgusted some of his fellow-

gitizens may fgel.

All this is related, further, to the sbsence of a vesl fode of Eihics
for Mesbers of Céngress, and I an firsly committed te working to
help create the mechimery o produce an effective Code ofstandards
that will govers us all in this greet legislstive body.

With 2ll good wishes.
Sincerely,

Danisl . Buitesn, MG,




December 8, 19656

¥r., Peter E. Hoonan, Jr.
P. 0. Bex 467
Albany, New York 12201

Dear ¥r. Hoonan:

Thank you for your letter concerning the status of
Bepresentative Adam Clayitorn Peowell.

I assure you that I will maiteh with znch interest what-
ever effort may be made to deny the seat o Congressman Powsll
and will weigh objectively and fairly ail the matters whickh may
e pressnted pro and con.

At this time I have not made up my zind as to ny own
possible action sinee the form of the guesiion is ss yei un-
clear. Cerizsinly I would hardly try to defend Congressmen
Powellts behavicer and his stiitude toward the law, but I an
sure that the guesiion of denying a seat o a man who has been
duly elected is roit = simple one. It seems o me that impesch-
ment mizht have o be the answer. Beyond this, it does seem
to me that the burden then fallis on the Desccratic members of
the Bouse who presumably have 1t somewvhere within their pemer
o try te deny ¥r. Powell¥s chalrmanship and perhaps other
prerogatives that we grant to hinm solely because of senliority.

Again, 1 thank you for your interest as shown by
writing to me and I assure you that I will glve the matter
the fullest study and consideration, and not in a3 narrowly
partisan manner. .

Witk 211 hest wishes, I am

S8incerely yours,



..~‘”// '
S

December 1, 1966

Mr, Daniel E. Butiton
107 South Pine Avenue
2ibany, ¥.Y.

Dear Sir,

2s Congeessmen~Flect for my District, may I urge that
upon assuming your office you immediately Join the
effort being made inCongress ¢ unseat Congressman
Adam Clayton Powell,

Coming from =2 Democrat that is probably a2n odd requesst.
I assure you however that such z2ction will be the finest
service you can render to this country, its Legislature,
and the Democratic Party as a freshman legislator.

I am sure you will find many willing backers in this
move, and you can lock to me for any assisitance I might
render you in this matier.

Peter E, Hoonan Jr,

—P,0, Box 467 Exec, Vice President
Noonan Lane Aurora, Inc.
Albany, N,Y, 12201 1C So. Peari S%.

Albany, N.Y. 12207



1450 Valenela Rd.
Scheneetady NH.Y. 12309
Jgnuary 11, 1967

House Office Building
Washington, D.C.

A |
‘}i LY
The Honorasble Dagniesl E. Bubion g%it//

Degr Sir:

T am & white eitizen, a Tfaithful Republican throughdut
my over forty years of voting experiemce, and an inveterate letter
writer %o those who represent me in the Congress.

It is with dismay snd digsenchantment that I survey one
of the first acts of the 90th Congress, the barrzng{tempora;zly,
it may develop) of Representative Adam Powell. I am not naive,

I do not for a moment,econdone the irregularitises with which
Powell has been charged. On the contrary, it is my nature and In
accordance with my personal eode of ethiecs, %o vigorously condemn
them, but I condemn, just as strongly, the House action as belng
unusually hasty and, in comparison with past acslen, harsh and
smacking of diseriminagtory taint.

I defend this viewpoln?t on the following grounds; first,
in the lomg history of bthe United States fthere have been men of
low charscter aund lower agbttribubes, coupled with complete lack of
ability, Few, if any, were ever banished from their seats in the
Congress, They have been ignored, despised, but not removed,

Second, this move wgs accomplished by a eoalition of
Republiean and Southern Demograt votes. On the part of the latter,
it is possible that raeeial consideratiocns may have affected the
votes, and were I a northern Hepubliean, the last move I would
ever make would bhe to align myself with southerners on any matter
giich as this. I believe in e¢ivil rights; more preecisely, in the
inngke dignity of man, regardless of eolor, and many soubherners
have yet to ecmbrace this coneept. They sre Lighting a rear guard
battle, Jjust as they have sinee Appomattox and the Reconsitruetion
era to ®"keep the negro in hieg plaee™ and to keep the highest
calibre of negro subservient %o, and dominsted by the lowest class
of white.

Third, the courts would have eventually disposed of the
contempt and money damage cases against Powell, and the House
could have tightened uwp its own rules on travel and exXpense moniesg,
whiekh ®rules, I have mo doubt whatsoever, have from time immemorial,
been outrageously and flagrently violated by certain members, of
whieh I thirk it may be interesting to hear soon from Powell.

Ygurs yery truly,

| é/// .L. Looéi§22527é2<;/7;N5‘~*~
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ﬁisci;iimv action, anything done prior to Jenuvax

a1l his pay, allowsuces and emcliuments:

he iz deprived only of

On the issue of deprivisg mzﬁm&& of reprssentaticon, let
e @i&t out that this is by me mesns 2 usigue situation. When-
r & Represestative diss in a&fi@e gz resigss, or as in the

m of %ﬁ. mzz iz asked o stand aside for vhatever pevisd

of time ~ his cesstituency iz wursoressnted. Thus for miﬁ,
mﬁmﬁﬁwﬁwmmy, of fhode feisnd on
January 10, will leaws bis é;ﬁt’l’iﬁ% megmm&iﬁr seyeral
weeks. It is an wsfortusste coeurrence whegever it happens, but
it is nof éi&zﬁmmtm-y by sagure,

The Bisovity ma&gm Bepragentative Gerald R. Ford, said: ¥1

feel strongiy ~ mzmggwymga&isﬁ@afm
. adsle feels - that My, Powsll should bave his day iz ecourt,

that he should be given egual justice, sven tvestment.
*We would exteblish the forse and give bin the opportunicy to

. come in end anewer those sllegations that have bees mede,
aii%zim ian z%sg gzm, aﬁegazs:&m %y variocus committens,

5 ﬁ%f% %& *‘2‘* ioits

“e feel that there should be 2 prompt detersiss
im whiles ¥Mr. Powell is standing aside g%é ,‘4 ttee shosld
sonduct & full investipstion with Mr. Powell having his dey in

S " ; sdoubtedly was the statement that
saawé o wigé& m w%ﬁm auy sty by
?;za Poweil { or any Mesber iz similer circumetances) prior
gaae &e méa% thercefore, acoording to this ?iw§ the committes
* m&mmmmgmam&?miﬁa
s, if Br.

Powell had besu seoted on that day.

sng i&i a’,a mmmé,

i@%miﬁ%ﬁgmmaﬁﬁe sutcesses of the peed for
, ol 'ﬁlim@%%&iﬁ&iﬁﬁﬁfﬁag&a
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sgain , I cthaek you for your thoughtfel leiter. Please
write again.

Sincerely,

Daniel E. Button, K.C.




Japoary 24, 1967

Mr. Jobn Centofanti
1356 Sunte Fe
Schenectady, Hew Tork

ﬁaar ¥r. Centofanti:

; ormed by Joe i‘afiiiﬁ, of my Schenectady office, thar you had
stopped izs e pass oo your views concerning the wote on Adso Clavten
Powell. I mﬁg eomcur with you that it is a2 soryy affaic, aund
gne in which responsible sction by the House of Representatives wes

%&?ﬂam, I voted for the vesolution for denying Mr. Powell his
geat, pendiug an inguiry, asd esrlisr I had voted asgsimst a resolu-
tion which would have made it possible for bim to sested at this fime.

I want vou o koow that I found Mt@y%}iﬁgﬁm in z&em%ﬂet
shariusg your revulsion at Mr. Powell's counduct, were alsc saddspe
3 HPexber had wilfully brought himself %5 this si@ak unprecedent aé &iﬁgﬁg,
where official action and possible discipline were wirtuall g unavoidable,

% beliews that we can be sure that the fsguiry will be fair, snd that in
the words of the Minority Leader, M. Serald R. Ford,  Mr. Powell ﬁii
_bave his day io cowrt, sud will b2 gives equal iz:szzmg even Traatment.
" his surely is reguived, no mafier how disgusted some of his £o1low~
eitizens may feel.

&31 %af %:i}}.s s further reatsedd to the absence of 3 real %@s%& aaf mi@

Mesbers of the Congress, aﬁ& I as firmly cosmiried to working
@aip #:ma%za the machinery o prodoce su effective fode that %‘zii gmsem
us ail in Ehid grest ieg:;siaziw body.

Thank vou for your intevest, apd I agﬁymeiate the thought behingd vour
BESSATE,

With every good wish,

Zimcerely,

Bagiel E. Button, H.C.




January 24, 1567

¥r. William G. Disser
345 Dowson Boad
Belmar, New York

Dear ¥y, Bisser:

Thask you for your letter coucerning Representative Adam Clavton
Powell. I mmizﬂy comcuyr with you that if is & sorry affsir,

spousible action by the House of Representstives
was long overdue. zhé public was understandably oculraged by the
seeming spwilliogness or iasbility of the fongress to react to his
conduet and o inguire inte it with a view to possible discipliiaary
steps.

As you perbaps koow by now, I voted for the resclution to deny ¥r.
Powell hiz seat pending such an inguiry, and esrlier I hsd voted
against a resclution which would heve made it possible for him to
be seated st this time.

% want vou to koow thet I found that @y collesgues in the House,
while sharing your vevulsion st Mr. Powell's flsgraat and blatant
comduct, also were saddened that a Member hed wilfully brought him-
self to this alumost uaprecedented cbloguy, where official inguiry
and possible discipline were virtzally umaveidable. It ig twuly a
tragedy in every seanse.

1 believe we can be assured that the inguiry will Pe fazr, gud that -
iz the words of the Minority lLeader, Hr. Ssrald 2. Ford - Mr. Powell
will bave his day in court, and will be given his day in court, and
will bave egual justice, even treatment. This surely is reguirved,
ao matter bhow disgusted some of his fellow-citizens may feel.

411 of this is related, further, te the zbsencs of a real Code of
Bithics for Members of the Congress, and I am firmly committed e
workisg to help create the machinery o produce an effective Code
thar will govers us all in this great legislative body.

I am appreciative of the thought behind your messepe, and I hope o
hear from you agais.

Siscerely,

Daaiel B. Butien, M.L.
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Jawaary 24, 1967

Brs. B.H. Schueider
&4 Van Brhorvek Avenuc
Albany, New York

Thapk you for yvour letier concerming the wvote ig the House of
Repressntatives on the seatiag of Adaw Slsytop Powell.

It seews to me that it wos sgaiast a backdrop of admitted short-
coming that mwst of the members of the House found il necessary
to consider the case of BEepresentative Powell.

I woted with the 365 Members of the House whe joined iz saving thst
he should stsnd aside until the very serisus charges againet him
are imguired izto.. There were six times 28 many Mesbers wvetiag
this way as there were votiag contrary.

fine of the ¥ombers stated duving the debate: "Ne who are charged
with helpisg to write the laws of the land, must I think, show
respect for those laws, sﬁwa%ﬁiiiggm& ko obey them, and more
importantly, & vespect for the independent branch of the Govers-
ment, the judicisry, which is eﬁafgeé with interpreting and enfore-
ing those laws™

It vas in that spiric that the House finally was woved, soryowinily
and regretfmliy, to look info the charpges against its HMenber. May
I point eogt that swaiting the dispositicon Mr. Powell will receive
211 bhis pey, copluments; snd aliowawces, be is deprived only of his
mi B

8o the issue of depriving comstituents of represeptation let me
poiat out that hils is by no means 3 unigue case. Whenever a
Representative dies or resings fromw office, oy, as in the case
of Y. Powell, is asked to stand sside, for vhatever periad of
time, his constirseney iz unrepresented. It is sn unfortepate
poeurance whenever it happess, but it is sot discrimipatory by
nature.

A& Code of Ethics iz badly needed iz the House. I am firmly o=
récord to this sffect, 3nd I expect and iﬁm to do 31l with
in my power 25 2 Mexber of the S50th Congress ; s
serious lack is corrscted,




¥ join you in bipisg thist ome of the suter
aa inquiry will proee to be the instsl iatim f@g 8 gmai sef
of stendards at this time, and I am povsonally pledged to werk
toward such a developmest.

Simcerely,

Paniel E. Button, M.C.




"~

Jepmary 26, 1967

¥r. Hiliiem Zoehn
1417 Bugby Road
Schensctady, Hew ’ism:k

Bear ¥r. Boslen:
zmmmmmmtmgmgmmmmmmw

federal Hesd %&ﬁ: gzm is expanded to include activities in the
: P «ﬁm to my xmiai m&,ﬁm for

Wﬁi&ym%ﬁ, %zwmmmmmm
ioterest in this mabter. Imm&gs&y&aﬁ iz isangaifaix,
zad ooe is which responsible sction by the Bouss of Repress :
wRE Overdus.

&s vou Baow, I voted for the resclution oo deny Mr. mzzmm;,*
pending an inguiry, aad seriier I bad voted against 8 ressletic
m&mmm@wﬁﬁhmaﬁm%math

zwmwmm«zmmwwmﬁmm,
while sharing & revelsion at Mr. Poweil's cunduct, alse were W
e that s Fewber had wilfully brovsht bhmself o z&is alesst uapreced-
snted shloguy, whers official inguiry oud possible éimigiimrg steps
were miﬁ@i& It iz truly a tragedy in every sense.

I beliere thot we can be assored that the joguivy will be fair- and
thet in the words of the Mingrity lssder, ¥r. Gersld B. Ford, ¥r.
?miiﬁii%m&i&é&yi&m, and will hove squal hmatice, sves
trestwent. Thiz surely is vegsived 50 matter how disgusted some of
kis fellow-citizess may feel.

ém'igmﬁm t%% .wﬁ;imm produce an gﬁ' lﬁm’@ g%at ’ﬁﬁ.i gwgm
us 3il in this great lsgislstive body.

1 appreciate the thoupht behind your messase. and hope yvosu will szpress
vur views often.

Sinceriy

yniel 3. Buttem, MO,
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Pebruary 13, 1967

¥r. Delme Z. Stagesman
1§2§ m stm

Dear ¥Mr. Btagemun:

I have just read your leiter concerning the seating of Adsm Clayton
Powell. You may be sure that I share with you a deep concern for
t&ga ditficnlr situstion,

&y&myk&w@m,iwﬁeﬁwﬁ&t&ea&gi&gmﬁﬁﬁtyw
investigate the charges brought sgaisst Mr. Powell befors seat-
iog him. To me the entire episode is 3 trasgic and wfsrtunate
one. %immmfﬁﬁm,mm@&e&t&tamaﬁtﬁe
House of Representatives must be invesiigated is gost disheartes-

However, Mr. Powell persenally has acted in 2 mABGer 5 A5 to sring
seﬁm guesticn about his istegrity as 2 Congressman. It was this
situation that cmused me to wols teémhi&&i& mﬁ, pending an
iovestigation. 1 can assure you that the isvestigation into the
charges will be both speedy and fair. I will be awsitisg the dece
isicu of the investigatisg comittiee.

Kmiéal&aiik&taaﬁé, that I feel that while we are sxamiunisg
tiae maré sz ﬁ. Powell, we shonid at @e same zime aiamig serats-

Iiﬁﬁiﬂg sﬁaﬁe #f ﬁ%ies i% sﬁ ai&:ﬁeﬂ aﬁfieiaia, ' zé:. seems to
=g that 2 systes thet silows the present 4ifficultiss o oogur is
smk&t te blase, but, I sust reiterate that Mr. Powell needs to

angwer the present charges broug

bt against him.
I appreciate your thongbifulpess in sriting.

With svery sood wish.
Simcevely,

Paniel E. Buttoun, M.C.
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Janusry 18, 1567

¥

Sr. John §. Qakley
2336 Westers Avenue
Gintideriand, How VTork

Bear Hr. Gokley:

Thark yvou for vour thoughtrfulness in sending me your thougthts on
Adam Clavton Powell., I certainly concur with you that ir is 2
m affair, 20d one in wiich vespongible action by the House

of Emsmtim was overdue. The public was understandsbly cut-
raged by the seeming uwawillingness or insbility of the Congress to
react to his Wﬁ@; sad to ingeuire imto it with a view to possible
disciplinery sction.

As you know I voted for the resolution to deny Hr. Powell his seat,
pending such zn ingmiry, and earlisr I had voted against 3 vesolu-
tion which would have made it possible for him fo be seated, at
this fime,

I wont you to kuow that I found that my collesgues in the House
sthile shaving vour rewzsiag st ¥r, Powell's flagrant and blatast
conduct, 2iso were saddeped at the thought that 3 Mesber had wil-
faily broughi himself to this almost unprecedented obloguy, where
officizl ipguiry asd possible disciplipe were virtually unsvdid-
gble. It is tridy 2 tragedy in every zense.

I believe we can be assured that the inguiry will be fair, and
that in the words of the Minority lLeader, ¥r. Ford - . Powell
will bave his day in courit; and will have cqual justice, even
treatment., This surely is reguired po matier bow disgusted his
fetlow-citizens may feel.

A1l this is related, Fwmrther, te the absence of a2 real Code of
Bthics for Hewbers of Congvess, and I am firmly committed to work-
ing to help greats the m&zﬁm‘g g:g; produce ap effective Lode

that will goverz us all in this great legisiative body.

I am appreciative of the thounst
to hear from you agsin.

Daniel E. Button, M.C.
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Japuery 13, 1967

¥r. Brwin BR. Summers’
3.8ox 1157
Scotia, Bew York, 12302

Doar Mr. Suomers:

I have just read your letter concering the sesting of Adam {layton
Powell. You may be suve that I shave with yos, é&egs conecern for
thiz most éif‘ismia gituation.

As yvoun may know by now, I voted with the very large majority, to
inveetigate the charges brought sgeinst ¥r. Powall before seating
iz, To me the ontirve spiscde is o tregic, and unfortunate ome.

Bowswer, HMr. Powell m@mﬁy scted in 2 manmer S0 85 £o brisg
serigus guesticn about his istegrity 25 2 Congressman. It was this
situation that csused me 1o vote to deny Me. Powell his sest, pend-
ing an ipvestigzation intc the chaveges by his colisagues. I cap as-
sure you that the igvestigstion will be both speedy amd fair., I
will be awairling the decisice awd reconmendstions of this investi-
gation.

I would gisp like £o add, that I feel that while we are examiniag the
reeord of Mr. Powell, we should at the same time closely serutinize
the mechanics of the entire House, with the thought of establishine
2 Code of Bthics for 21l elected officials. It seewms to me that a
system that allows the present difficeitics to opcur is somewhal to
blame, bur, I must rveiterate that Mr. Powsll peeds to snswer the
present charges against his,

E sppreciate your thouphtfuleess in writios.

Wizh all zond wishes,
Siscevaly,

Peniel E. Button, H.C.




MR. AND MRS. ERWIN R. SUMMERS
POST OFFICE BOX 1157

SCOTIA, NEW YORK 12302 Decenber :?, 1ges
uon.dani 1 E, Button
f Repr tives Office Building
D
you to join in =z movement to.
use of Hepresgentstives fto Adam
ould nct have as & law maksr
s lawe of the land, shows con-
and who must remsin away from
d being srrested and placed in
fully belongs.
For o lonz time lr. Powell has been hurting the iuege
of Congress by committing one abuse alter anctber,
such a8 padding expense gcoounzg, hzvinr his wife on
the government payroll whils she lives in the Vest
Indies and does no wOTK, aﬂ@ glandering pecple.
In recent vears the prestige of Congress has bsen
faliing uacavsa it doss no¥enforce & decent standard
of ethics among its members, and alsc because 1t has
apdicated its ;eSu\ng pilitv and has become & sSubdser-
vient body t%a+ merely rubber stamps bills that are
written by various bureaus in the Executive Branch.
Az & new member of Congrsss, I hope that vou %1ill $z¥y
to breath sows higher worals and character into this
vody and fight to prevent it from drifting lower as
2 haven for law evaders and plundsrers of public funds.
Very truly yours,
_ sAerien /T, | o prr P PE2”
Lrwin H, Suzmers.



February 27, 19567

¥Mr. Jobn B, Fimch
37 Greeoway Bortk
Albany, Rew York

Dear Mr. Finch:

Thank you for your recent letter comcerning the seatimg of
Adam Clayton Powell. You may be sure that I share with you,
sz deep concern for this mest diffjceld situation.

ésm&ymbgm, I voted with the very large majerity
to investigate the charges brought agﬁi;zst ¥r, Powell befors
seating him. To me this entire episode is 2 tragic and un~
fortunate ome. As I am sure you reslizme, the very fact that
2 mewber of the United States House of Regrese&ati?es must
be investigated is most disheartesning. i

However, Mr. Powell persooally acted in & mamser 80 a8 to
bring serious guestions concernisg %is z.az:egzity as & Cong~
rvessman. I can assere that the aﬁ?ﬁ&ﬁ%&fi& into the ch~
a2rges, by his colleagues, will be beth Epeedy and fair. I
will ke awaitng the decision and recommendations of the in-
vestisating comeitise.

1 would alsc like to add, thet I feel that while we are examin-
ing the record of Mr. Powell, we should st the same time, close-
iy scrutinize the sechanies of the eatire House with the thought
of establishing & Code of Ethies for sli elected officisls. It
seems to me that s system that allows the present difficulties
ts oceur is somevwhat to blasme, buet, I mast reiterate that Hr.
Powell nceds to answer the presest charges brought egainst him.

I appreciate your thoughtfulness in 'miﬁizzg.
With every good wish.

Sincerely,

banisl E. Button, M.L.
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February 28, 1967

¥r, Arthur A. Rehrer

181 Loke Hill Boad

Burnt Hills, Bew York 12027
Bear Myr. Zehrer:

Thank vou for vour recent letier comeerning
the issse of Representative Powell and the entire
guestion of standards and ethics for elected officials,

I thisk the curlosed moterial will be ine
tevesting to you since it i very zisilar to your
proposal.

With every good wish,

Bincerely,

Basiel E. Butfon, E. C.

B/F/pam

—

‘.Mm
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Standard Form 63
November 1961
GSA Gen. Reg- No. 27

e Time
MEMORANDUM OF cALL | ™" 357 | g8
e & 4B o

O you WERE/CALLED BY— ] YOU WERE VISITED BY—
.
/ i 7::9 P
/ ? f f? 3@”4{% /i £

TELEPHONE: Nlpixber or code Extension
L Kyt
[J pLEASE CALL ] WAITING TO SEE YOU
[0 WILL CALL AGAIN [0 WISHES AN APPOINTMENT

[[] RETURNING YOUR CALL
[} 1S REFERRED TO YOU BY:

LEFT THIS MESSAGE: /&%ﬂ legar ALEFF éﬁéﬁ '/‘%/’M

r
i

ettroid O Af"’waf:{ fouz
/ﬁw Gpeer 21l LiFeris P
fﬁ@ﬁ g _4{;5 /éff; /ﬁi?ﬁééfﬁw il
& el G il {’gf;—&wé;aéﬂ;

Regeived Bi’"‘

/Qj e - A x’g%ﬁ

63—106" U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1963 OF—689529




Schenectady District Office
Mareh 4, 1967

Dans

I received 2 call from Mrs. B.0. Buckiand, of 1711 Rarndolph Road,

FR 4-9216, and she wanted to pass the slong to you her comments that
she thought you were doing = GREAT gob as Congressman, and that ske
was in complete agréement with ER you  on your starnd about the

Post office Ypay as you go®. She apperently was one of Phil's Algers
contacts for financial éontribution to your campaign. She said thet
Phil had contacted her for the contriluiion and she was happy shke did.

She sounds like a very pleasant women &o balk io, arnd ceriainly was
high on YOU.

Jdoe Perille
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N, $. Bonge of Representulives
Washington, B. .




. $. Bowme of Representalines
Washington, B. €.
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Suprene Couvrt,. Pinslly, the punistoent gzives o M.
Pouell iz set based su any code or siandsrds by whieh
#il Mewhers are judged sonitshbly,

I Love consistently suposrited snd Introduced Iegislation
to pstsblish 5 oode of condust and athien for 21l
T s . %

Hewbars of Congress, It 35 sy hope 3Rt such g zode of
gthice will now be spisblished,
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LAURENCE MEKINNEY
927 BROADWAY
ALBANY, N. Y.
1zz01

March 6, 1967

Congressman Daniel Button
House Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Dan:

I have followed your continuous publicity here in
Albany with interest and some aprehen51on. You certainly
made the front pages talkLng In today s

he was a nhegro. You are, of course, adopting a certain

negro point of view which is not altogether appreciated

e¥en by negroes. Frankly, Powell was kicked out because

he was a crook and it is to be hoped that other congress- ~.
men or senators will receive the same punishment.

I am getting fed up with being a negro gives you a
job whether you deserve it or not. The NAACP is trving
to reopen the Lola Johnson case which was thoroughly
examined by Commissioner Conway of the State Commission
for Human Rights. Those who I have spoken to here who
know her in the school and Ben Becker, that she was not
worthy of tenure because of her poor teaching record.

It had, of course, nothing to do with being a negro
although she and the NAACP are trying to make it that she
is just a poor creature with other attributes which made
her even worse.

I think I know the negro situation reasonably well.
I know Cohen of the NAACP and I am on the local council
of the State Commission for Human Rights. I would put on
negroes in my plant if they were good workmen:and not
because they are negroes. I have checked into this and
there are plenty of good negroes regardless of thekre
being negroes. I am also vice president of the Urban League.

I think in your search for headlines you have over-
looked your real job in congress which is to get us out
of this miserable and tragic and unnecessary war in Viet
Nam. Typical of our ineffectiveness #€r using 25,000 troops



Page Two Congressman Daniel Button
March 6, 1967

to kill fifty Viet Cong and the next thing killing
one hundred Vietnamese with our planes. You may not
like Robert Kennedy but his speech the other day was
extremely well done. Rusk'siauswer was the same old
stuff and the President still wants to be the big
man from Texas. I would suggest that you put your
real attention on this important matter instead of
making statements which, I hope, were incorrect
around Albany. Otherwise, good luck.

Sincerely yours,
{%
4 ww%
Laurence McKinney

LMcK:m



344 Furman 8treeb
Schenectady, H.Y. 12304
Merch &, 1967

¥r. Daniel Button _

H cuse of Hepresentatives 3 e
Washington, D.C. %@ﬁgg mf
Dear Mr, Button: )

robeswon~Fhe-AsCiPowedl

I _was greatly Jdisinrbed.
bus i? §=z&@mwz>»--l‘-*‘*r

R S

I have helped- and will continue to help-- negroes and their
supporters whe believe in moderation and reason. A.C.P. has
gone far beyond beth. Hel!s not helping the negro, reallye
By brazenly flaunting his centempt of social standards and
the law, he's arcusing the wrath of the large majority of
whitss. And, if you support him and his ilk I believe

you will get a ‘'backlash'! loss of voter support, yourself.

If you support the Constitubion, you must accept Art.T Seced
in its explieit meaning as at least equal irn weight and appli-
cation to any other Section or its interpretations.

If Powell runs again, please note Art.I Sec.Z2 requiring that
g "epfesentatlve when elected shall be an inhsbitant eof
that state in which he shall be chosen®

1 I worked, as you know, ©+To help in your election. If you

; show any softness hereafter for Powell (or any other offieial
/ from any party who is as c?early unfit te be in office) I

' shall be very hard to convince in the matter of supporting

! your candidacy the next time around.

-
PR
IEE g ez

i You may be interested in the attached verbatim cepy of a letter
I sent to Repr. Emmanmel Celler about ten days age. Carbon
copies went te Time magazine and t@ Gerald Ford.

Sincgr ly yeurs,

£¢¢4<22%j‘/
Gear e Dancan,ﬁamber
Scheneectady County Republican

Cormittee




COFrY COPY
344 Furman Street
Schenectady, New York
February 24, 1967

Emangel Celler, Chairmen
Special House Committee

Y.3. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C,

Sirs

It is shameful, andéd a serious reflection
on the character of each member of your committee
that you have not recommended the exclusion of Adam
Claybton Powell from your house membership.

His deficiencies, as evidenced by faets,
make him clearly unfit to be a lawmaker in this great
nation. Your group's lack of courage and willingness
to excuse his unforgivable conduct - both personalaadid
official - will increase voter cynicism and loss of faith
in their chosen representatives and in our form of
government.

I have supported negro efforts for betterment -
but I (with many of my acquainbances ) are thoroughly dis-
gusted with the cowardice youw and your group have shown in
failing to take a firm stand for better moral and ethical
standards in government when you had a great onnortunlty
to do so. Joes ACP really "have something on you?"

Your group action has practically confessed your
own @afitness for responsible publie office. Our next elec-
tilon will show you how the American people feel aboul your
flabby lack of charascterd

George ¥F. Duncan
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E. C. TURNER
1458 VALENCIA ROAD
SCHENECTADY, N. Y. 12309

lver
Hornorable Samuel 5, Stratton,
House Office Building,
¥ashington, D. C.

ever, no matiter what he does, apparentiy he is a
hero to some of them {he eertainly is so far as

New York City is eeﬁee?ﬁe&}ﬁzﬂfﬁmy*weél be re=

There are not many things that 1 can disagree

-

with you about, b

wants to save faﬁei but we who could well afford

to giﬁe and %o lose g 1little face, g:§§%:§€§tly
have &eéiéeé ﬁst‘%e lose any face but to eontinue

to earry on é:@ anéeégﬁ?aé war, with little sympatyy
from other nations.of any great consequence.

®ith vest regards,

Copy to:

H onorable Daniel Ba%%ca,e///

Fesasagisheepipildine,
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Zigames D. Gayle, 8r.,
15 Partridge Street ;
Albany, N. Y, 12208 21 \367

February 23, 1967.

Congressman Dan Bulton,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.

Dear ¥r, Button,

The action of a number of the members of Congress.on the
"poweIT™cags d6es not speak well for the moral integrity of
cur-form-6T government I regret to say that continued nepo-
tigm and the current image of Congress is lowering the general
respect for our form of govérnment., The overall image is easily
corrected but it requires Congressmen of real statue who ask
"Not what can my country do for me but what can I do for my
country,"

Sincerely,

SR
James D, Gay
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Campbell Mansion Apariments:
RD#3

Sehenectadyy New York
February 27, 1967

Represeniative Daniel E. Button
United States Congressman

87 State Street

Albany, New York

Congressman Button:

Hav;ng been d15111u310nﬁd and disappointed by recent actiouns
wells; I feel I must state my feelings
DPpeal:to you as a new member cf Congress
with an ablllty to approach gubllc problems with g fregh view-
point. You ecan influence legislation necessary to combat flagrant
misuse of tax money by public officialss

I am sadly disappointed that Congress has tsken no steps
to oversee the use of public funds. They must punisgh thoss among
them who misuse funds through devious eXpense maneuvers, mis-
representation of administrative needs, api inclusion of non-working
family and friends on the goverment payrcll. Persconally, I feel
that the violations mentioned are criminal and should be dealt
with as theft and extoriion, pure and simple. Conviciion on
these counts should be accompanied by immediaite removal from office.

8, S ’ . for-congPessional
aczﬂgﬁm,ﬂﬁauher than cata yze tne neeaaé'actlo", he ssems to have
fntimidated many Congressman who go comn&ebelv out of 11ﬁe to
excuse his criminzsl acis. »

I trust th
agalinst the seating of Mr., Powell., Also, I sincerely hope. that
now and in the future you will endsavor 1o improve Congressional
Policy and Rules coneerning use of public funds and facilities,

at you will give serious consideration to voting
<
L5 1

Sincerely,

/"t

o ]
Y PRy
ggé%Z?%§ 'vefﬁé§%§0%ﬂ4{
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} Campbell Road
% RD#3
3 Schenectady, New York

. o February 27, 1967

Representative Daniel E. Button
United States Congressman

87 State Street

Albany, New York

Dear Congressman Button,
I have never before written a letter to an elected

cfficial even though on many occasions I should have taken the
time,

I can procrastinate no longeri HMr, Powel ! L2201
1t has been greatly d;sUresblng to me as 1 have Tollowed the
political processes which have been utilized to water-down the
erimes against the public of which A.CU. Powell is guilty. ZEven
though the recommendaiions of the special committee have Dbeen
presented in 2 manner which is intended to make same appear
hzrsh, they do not serve jusitice in this matter.

It is an unworthy ”atlonalizatﬂon for the committee to
conjecture that if Powell is not seated, he will only be returned
to office in the next electicn. They are hedging their appointed
responsibility by succumbing to the obviocus irresponsiblity of
Powells' constituents. If Powslls' mis-conduct calls for his
removal, remove him. If he is then re-elected, the onus will
be properly placed within his district, rather than be bhorne
by the entire nation.

I will be most interested in krnowing how you vote on
this matter. I pray that as gou embark on your public serv¢ce
career you will not immediately begin to ‘play the game" by
“faillng into line" for this vote. Flease do not compromise
your judgement of knowing the difference beiween right and wrong.

-

ﬁany thanks for your consideration,

Peter P, BHoulihan
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Pear Mr. Smitkin:

&5 I stated ip our telephore conversstion the other
day, I am most distressed that the lefter which you addresssd
te me recently has sowechow gome astray. Please accept my
apologies for whatever possible insdvertenty here may have cone-
tributed o this oversight. :

Without having seen your letter, of course, I cammot
respond directly to your views on the Powell matier, but I 2.,
in zay event, tsking the liberty of sending you fow a copy of oy
15 sliowing the vete, the week before last. You may sliss
be izterested in the following paragraph excerpied from z letter
roceived today from z clergyman

is o the Powell situstion -- what 2
mess! We cgﬂgmiy sannot approve the anties
of Br. Powsll, auysove than we ¢an @gm
simiiar practices by apyother Congressms
m&zmw&tﬁt%mma
Constitutional right o be seated, and il
Cougress is ready 1o agyee on a set of ethics
ard enforce it equally on 311 Congressmen, I
azree with the veport of the Specisl Committee
that z cemsure and pensify are most reasonable ¥

I hope to be bearing from you oo wamy ocessions in
the future apdéd I assure you that you will hear from me mmech move
yzmﬂyt%aamw:&ecﬁsetﬁsﬁﬁa I am grateful for
your interest and past Sepport.

Sincersiy.

Baniel E. Button, H. €.

DEB/pa=




#r. Johm J. Leary

Wi& Bditor
ALBARY TIMES DHIOE

&ihaay, Hew York

Bear Jack:

¥arch 9, 1567

t you might be iﬁmﬁaé in the

euplosed mi;s@m i the Cosgressionsl Becord.

I was very impressed with your comments

en the "Powell Case® mnd I tock the liberty of inserting

vyour recent editorial with my brief introduction.

gards, I am.

Simcerely,




16, 1967

¥r. Cecil T. Walker
Vis Torquatc Tasse 5
Milano, Italy

Dear Mr. Walker:

1 was sarprised to fimd that a iletter postmarked in Milans,
Italy was from 2 copstitmuent. It is good to kaow that you
are following the political developmenis iz the Bnifed States,
with such thoughtfulness and concern.

Az vou wmay kuow by Dow, on openipg day, I voted with the wery

iarge majority {364-64) to iunvestigate . %&w&i"i gsm% the charges

brought sgainst bim before searins him. Congrossme

Celler was pomed chaivmen of the Selsc: ﬁmiatee z:a :ezx%'sstin

g&te &u Powall. m the Sslect Committee brought ifs un-
commendations to the Fleor of the House wbich sall-

% ier disci;zli&e and censure of Mr. Powell, I voted with the

leadership of both parties but, the measure was defeated {(222-

2062y,

¥hen the guestion turped to exclusion, I voted agsinst the
measure for severzl reasenms. I voted to seat Mr. Powell
to aveid 2il the resuiting furcre and publicity vhich oniy
keeps Adam Clayton Powell in the headlines. Exclusion of 2
duly elected Member of Topgress I8 & most severe penalty
and iz sn extveme measure that nesds move than sn hours de-
bate agd deliberation, which was the case in this igstance.
The actiop tzken by the House of Bepreseptatives is also of
doubtful ceonstitutionsliity and may later be struck dows by
the Zupreme Cowrt. Fisslly, the punishwent ziven to Mr.
Powell is nol based on apy code or standards by which all
Members ave judged equitably.

i kave copsistently supported snd introduced legisiatien to
establiish 3 code of conduct and ethies for 2il Members of
Congress. It is wy hope that such & code of ethics will now
be established,

t was good to hear from from 2 constitusat in sbeentia and
I iook formard to hearing from vou ag2ian,

Bincerely.
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/‘:h., March 20, 1967

¥r., €, §, Williams
1526~6th Avenue
Waterviiet, New York

Desy M. Williams:

Thark you for your comments and clippisgs te iliustrate the
difference in the trestment of two iadividuals.

in amswer to your question comcerming why the Justice Depart~
ment has failed to act im the Powell case, I have asgked the
Justice Department for a statemeant of its inguiry into Mr.
powell's sctivities simce the Select Committee referred some
of the charges to the Justice Beparimesnt.

The problem of the double-standard which you have poisted
out is the result of a lack of z code of ethics for 3ll
elected officials I bave consisteatly supported aed intro—
duced legislation to establish a code of conduct and ethies
for all Members of Conmgress. It is my hope that such 2 code
of ethics will be sstablished.

With every good wish.

Sincerely,

Daniel E. Butgon, MO,




Fon.Dan Putton ‘ Usavn
House of Hepresentatives .
washington,D.C.

i
o]
w
N
H

am enclosing 2 clippings to illustrate
the @ifference in treating civilian criminals and
eongﬂeselonal ecriminals.Why has the Justice D v
11ed to act in the powell cage? Is This the *
o' Temocracy that Fhe Doys are dying for in Viet Ham?
The C1v11 nghts leaéers(se eaLlnc}@%o are backing
such unethical acts place themselves on the same
level.ané th ereby forfeit any serious consideration
of their sincerity and fitness,.w shen they are acting
as a cover up for such law breakers.At Jeast it has
brought them out in their true light,showing that
+they will back any law breaker wh

en he is one of
their group. Any sympathy for such a group 1is very
much wasted.

;z%iéiyy yoars

C.” %111133@
15268-6th Ave.
waterviiet,N.Y 12182

1
. (Da fue] v







HMareh 15, 1967

disappointed in me as a result of the Powell vote. This is &
nxywiex&&atwam&ma&%ﬁcﬁzmiﬁgﬁtmm
privilege of sxplaining more sdegustely to you =y views.

exhaps thet will be possible ome of these days;
meanwhiie, mﬁmmm%akﬁzaimm;mi@é
from a clevgyman whose views I respect:

“is to the Powell situation - what
« mess] We certainly canpot Spprove the snfics
of By, Fowell, mmt&@wemmﬁ
simiiar practices by other Congresswen, but it
mt&m%%&é&s%&%amﬁm
right o be seated, and until Congress is ready
tﬁmmswﬁﬁe&m@eﬁm%mﬁy

i Comgressmen, [ agree wiih the zreport of the
cial W&w%a&meméw&gm

uitexr miﬁésﬁﬁ:? of miﬁs&iag @ sgita%i&, ;
forcesble code of ethics for all Hesbers Congre X
m&m%@%m&imaegﬁﬁgwaﬁ%&mﬁg&tm;m
will Be glad o kmow.

¥ost sincersiy,

\A"\x

DEB/pam  J
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- Editorials -

‘Sét’urday, March 4, 1967 > then _t‘ho full gmin :m_the ,‘?C”””, !

[

Ope:ﬂ«-dom'. pé_il.‘ic'ieis? o

Meanmg of the Powell casé

For every. reason and from every p,om’c

of view, the Adam Clayton Powell case
points squarely in one direction. It pomts-
tfoward the-absolute “obligation: on Con~
“gress’s part to move with equal vigor and
decisiveness against any and all eth1ca1 g

lapses within it." ‘
Only thus can Congress assure Ameri-

.can Negroes that the action against Rep-
resentative Powell was 1mpa1 tial and :no‘c :

racially inspired.
Only thus. can Congress lay. 1eg1t1matc—>

) and reasonable claim to be the final au-
~thority over its own meémbership.

Only thus can Congress satisfy the rige
ing popular chorus for higher ethical

. standards on the part of - its - elected

representa’uveb

~In this way the Powell case is mmple .

and stralghtforward The House of Rep-

‘ resentatlves, in refusing to seat the Negro

congressman by the overwhelming vote of

" 307 to 116, has set up a standard of action

fram Wh1ch it can withdraw in the future

-} oonly et the “‘peril -of- ns standing m the’,

ooumry s eyes.
CInother Wways, of course; the Powell

‘case is anything but simple and straight-

forward. ‘In whichever direction it now

moves, it seems certain to produce com-~
‘plexities in which Representative Poweil’s '

complex nature is sure to delight.
- If appealed to the Supreme Court, the

edse could end in one-of the most impor-
tant congtitutional decisions in United

States history. Heretofore it has been as-

“sumed that Congress had the widest pow-
ers in determining the conditions of ‘its .

own membershlp But does it? 'The Powell
deferiders — as well as some congressmen

who voted against hlS exclusmn - hold

1»11at he had met all of the commuho’" o
vequiirements for membership “and* was

therefore inexcludable under the Co:
tution, A Supreme Court decisior
question would clearly be full of th !
est meaning and poss1b1e slgmﬁeance fin
the future.- AR
If Representatlve Powell decides, a5 .
seems most likely, to run in the: specj‘al
election which must now be held, itiis
widely assumed that he will be reelec
probably overwhelmmgly What happehs
then? Does Congress again bar him,- hcl '
does he thereafter run a third time-for-
the 90th Congress? Since the House cannot

- forbid his running, one can visualize e
possibility of a farcical situation i whiph = -

Harlem reelects and the House excludesin

a series of increasingly. bltter and abs w, I

ontretemps. -
Such an-outcome must be avo1ded Also,
there must be avoided the possibility that-

(misguidedly but as millions: of thefm, .
apparently how do) that they themselVes,

. are being deliberately struck at- through o

the action against Representative Powell .

It cannot'be denied that some elements .
of prejudice entered into and intensified -~ '

‘the vote. But, the overwhelming count.in
the vote, the clear. record of misuse of
funds and deflance of the courts, and the *
flamboyance of Mr. Powell’s actions’ were

the decisive elements, We hope that the
latter will use the period ahead to purge
himself of the conditions which brought
about his exclugion. We hope ‘that Con~
gress will make- it crystal’ clear. that ‘the
Powell case marks a turning point in its
own overlaxity towards all: ethmaL shortz-'
(,ommg e

Negro Americans will continue to feel - .




¥r. Allam J. Burry
Bniversity Christise NMovement
I58

475 Riverside Drive

New York, X.¥7.

Dear Mr. Burry:

Thank you for your letter of m 17th, concerning the
vote on Bepresentative Admm Ciayton Powell. I am in
full agremnt with your ststemegt pointiss out tise need
for 2 code of ethic by which all members of the Congr
can be judged.

I appreciate your sxpressicn of support and thavk wou for
vou thouphtfolness g welirins.

Hith every good wish,

ﬁiﬁeezai?,




¥r. Allas J Burry
University Christain Hovemes
Epem 758

&75 riverside Drive

Dear Mr. Berey:

’Eizaa& you f&r your lszrer of Maveh 17th, concerning the
e On R : ‘,:A,'-i%mﬁlaﬁm?mﬁ 1 am ig fuil

amz: with vour statement poisting wp the seed for

a code of ethics by which all members of Congrass cam h

ym zmmgﬁtﬁaima iﬁ mz:ing»

wieh ewsry good wish.

Sincerely,

Dandel E. Buttenm, H.C.




UNIVERSITY
christian

MOVEMENT  room 7ss 475 riverside drive, new york, n.y. 10027 telephone: (212) 870-2366

March 17, 1967 AR .

m
s <8
)

The Honorable Daniel E. Button
House of Representatives
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Congressman Button:

ff At its meeting in New York City on March 12, 1967, the Political
<f£ommittee of the University Christian Movement voted unanimously to
commend you for your vote against the exclusion of Congressman Adam
§ Clayton Powell of New York's Eighteenth Congressional District. We
¥ do so because we believe that the Powell case points both to the
need for a Congressional code of ethics which judges all members
impartially, and to the widespread racism in American society which
was reflected in the action of the Congress.

We concur with the National Committee of Negro Churchmen in
their analysis of the Powell affair as a "crisis of morals and faith"
as well as one of law, inasmuch as white Americans continue to expect
conduct from Negroes different from that expected of white citizens.
Certainly there is no question but that a basic issue is the right of
a racial minority to participate with power in the political and economic
decisions affecting our destiny as a nation. For these reasons, your
vote was, and will continue to be, crucial, and we express our apprec-
iation and support.

Sincerely yours,
,";f h
. 5£2ﬁ,/4‘ éﬁﬁb@bgf
Allan J. &Burry 4}

Chairman, Political Committee
University Christian Movement

CaBLE-aMER UCMOV NEW YORK
ALFILATED WILh ThE WORLO STUDEREChRISTIAN [EdERATION AN PAX ROMANX




Aepril 5, 1967

Mr. Stagley A, Fry
Ballizowa at River Rosd
Schenectady., New York

Bear Mp. Fry:

v wightfalness in writiass = your
Wmmrmmmmmwé&ym
resestative Adam Clayton Powell his seat.

@mmm,zmmmmmmm
duved legislation o provide for = Comsittee on Standard
and Conduct. Imﬁmtﬁ&@kwwﬁm&&ﬁy
$i11 providing for such 2 comsittes is soon to be ready to
come to the Ploor of the House for consideration. I feel
that 2 cofe such 23 this will serve to eliminste such une
fortupste sitsations s we have rvecently witsmessed is the

e 3

Singeraly,

Daniel E. Button, K.C.




Calvary Methodist Church

BALLTOWN AT RIVER ROAD
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12309

CHURCH OFFICE:

2530 BALLTOWN ROAD
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12309

PARSONAGE:
TELEPHONE: FRANKLIN 7-4765

2533 BALLTOWN ROAD
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12309
TELEPHONE: FRANKLIN. 4-5731

STANLEY A, FRY ~ PASTOR

March 18, 1967

The Honorable Baniel E, Butten
House of Representatives
dWashington, B. C.

Dear Mr, Button:
The Department of Social Educztion and Action of the

Schenectady Area Council of Churches wishes to commend
you for your initegrity in tsking the minority position im

the vote tc unseat Representative Adam Clayton Powell,

R e g

3

We are very much concerned about both Mr, Powell's conduct

and the action of the House of Represemtatives,
) While we are not unanimous in 211 our opinions on
the situation we do regard with admiration the strength

of the stand which you took,
Sincerely yours,

tanley A, Fry, Ch&irmaf
Egggr&g%ggnaf Social Education

Schenectady Arez Coumeil
of Churches

3AFsac










)

april 5, 1967

¥r. A.H, Helson
505 &th Street

Dear ¥r. Nelson:
Mmfwwtﬁmm&mm%maﬁ

Wusmtaﬁaeﬁmtmwmmm
and Albanispe no matter where they may be.

iﬁismm to provide for 2 * en S&&é&rﬁs aad Cone
duct. 1 am plessed to be able wzeﬂgwé:%ﬁzmyﬁﬁm
ﬁéiggfwwahaemitmism@%mmemw
t&m&%&wmmﬁm Eﬁeei t&azscaée
simim 25 we have rmi? gi:mwé ig ‘the Houss.

As for the other comments vou sde concernimz the 35 vote
and the practice of landlords retaining interest on teasnt’s
deposits, yvou may be sure that I sm working to eliminate the
ineqguities isherent is both situaticms.
Fith every good wish,

Sincevely,

Samiel E. Button, H.C,




S S e 2t A N T R

m%%@ﬁ%wwﬁmﬁi*mwhm
»ﬁ%ﬁ‘%m










it

Boril 06, 1967

Dexdel E. Bobion, H.C.
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Mr. A, Belsen
687 Breadway
Albany, New York

Pear Mr. Nelson:

Thask yvou iwywremm%:#awﬁagafﬁmehﬁw
Poweil snd the ssrablishment of the a code of ethics for
Cougress.

As I 2m suve you kaow, Mr. Powell has alveady been denied his
seat in the S6th Congress. What the course of sction of the
House will be i B of his ye-election is a matter of con-
jecture. I am appreciative of yowr views oum the matter of bis
seatiang should he ageis attempt £o be sdmitted to the 90th
Congress.

Yeu will be glad to kuow that the House of Represestatives
rscently approved, by 2 vete of 400-0, the sstablishment of
& Committes on Standards znd OFficial Condact. This nmove
was especiglly sigpificent to me since I bad istroduced 2

S EeTH

The new committes 3t the ursing of many of my celleagses and
me is now working ou 2 code of ethics which will fafrly govern
il ¥Memb

rs of Congvess. Ia my opinion the establishment of
such 2 code will do much in preventisg sitmatisuns like the one
we have recently witnessed im the Houss of Repressntatives.

Siscerely,

teaiel 2. Butten ML,




<m,m,

-
o

May 10, 1967

Thank vou for your recent letter vegarding
the Powell affair. I want you to koow that I am in complete
accord witk your opinion that there are many distressing
aspects of Congressional conduct. In this regerd, I spomsorsd
legislation which supported the formationm of the recently
a:rgaaizeé Select Committes on the Standards and Conduct of House

Gf

This Committee wiil, I trust, establish and
enforce a code of ethiecs which will prevent repetition of
the Powell affair.

In this conpection, 1 am enclosing statements
outlining my position oz this matter which I believe you wonld
be interssted in seeing.

with every goed wish, I a5,

Sincerely,

Baniel B. Bution, M. C.

Enclosures {4)
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and company }zave pretemie& Lfot t6 see
: the alterations.

"The Public Works Commxttee——aﬁ}er .
a pilgrimage ‘to New -York' City to~
“nvestigate Long Island, N.Y., beach -
ercsion” —sent Burleson ten Hotel Com- -
modore ‘bills ‘with- each ‘congressman’s

“Mrs.” carefully scratched out. The same

sort. of editing was féund in bills from
another - congressmaal -group:- Whmh
stogped at’ Miami's Biseayne Terrace

Hotel “to studv Miami har bor.”

‘The ‘expensively tatlored Bmleson is

‘iﬁnopammchaﬂengecﬁmtyo&chm -

too-closely, sinee his-owr bills wonldnts " -
L e

’ tas. Lndee&, he received. paymént fe;:.

always stand scrutiny. During one sﬁo;}—

pmgtapmfihiiene fezmstme,-ize’

overseeing éthics:

charge& the pt:bhc for a S?@ Tﬁermos .
carafe set, 2 $30 Sheaﬁér pen sef,. a -

$19.50 ca}.endarpadholdex aﬂéa $5.95

door sign. He billed ther t6 his Homse: -
- the one -

Administrauon Committee —
SN\ e
He'® aisohituptheconmmee for

‘ SI‘Z’a day per diem for 84 of the 88 days
- from Oeti-1 to-Dec. 27, 1958, ph;s 10
~ cents-for each of the 1128 miles he . °
drove ' throughout” his district. Thus,”

* while: othercong:essmen were campalgn-

ing for veelection at their own expense,

' &uﬂng the_height of the campaign, in’
Bmieseir» mi_fs_m___&;e_
“elecﬁenmat :

w, ;77, ,etwmm,«xr,,p,ss u/(e 7‘2/’6“ & fofi/o /r*“zz-r , (_/iéé’,zf/é?f/ a,<,,
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" Al that has happened in the meantime
has strengthened my conmcﬁons. Here »
.is what I tried to say: L
“The only way to restore ptﬂ}hc con-
fidence in Congress, in my earnest opin- |
ion, is to repeal the ‘mwritten code
‘against exposing ‘congressional wrong-
_ doers. I urge you to do away with dounble
s@gr_ils Opeﬂ up the vouchers on coir
gressional overseas _spending; publish
your private holdmgs, identify your law
clients, make public your oral and
written' communications fo the other
branches of government; live by the same
code you-demand:- of other officeholderss”
Cengzess,need,remmdmo ﬁbat@l_;‘eﬂ ,

“investigative” Wefk on hehdavs.
Already, the House has had second
thoughts about entrusting. its. ethics to
the likes of Burleson ‘and Hays. Even

 after voting them $50,000 'ét_bics money, -
the House; feeling the hot breathrof pub- |

* Iic indignation, took steps to create an- |
other special ethics. committee. o

- WHAT iﬁm

B‘ut it Wﬁl’take even stronger mea-
sures to bring Congress—the vast ‘ma-
- jority of whose members are scrupulously
" honest—up to. the ethical standards of -
. the otier federal branckes. I'offered my -
.. own thomghts in the statemvent Budeson’
‘zmd Ha?s;eﬁﬁedwheaxfem?eatsage

mw “’Lf'?/i C’a’kéﬂé‘f_f W&v’ Cants  THRUGEH THE
/., = 7 G0 SR
wIEST Lft— Gt ST "W“E“ ur, (/’“”7””/5 "7’"5% :
&3 ‘ R _f SwdpETIED w/w rr%'m Ty EIPRT / /@ -
I & - - . ') oo .
o ;/6‘ v , -
«p,&/& ﬁjggig (’ﬁfv" /—} /‘/?é/’a’ /u;/’ﬁii‘.’ 7 /'f/é', @ﬂed//ﬁz‘&?’ﬁ‘e- (/.w&?.’/
| ‘Hé‘: 3 ﬁ/’a«ﬂo s /—71.5 DiSTRIC THIS Ruciné LH40HS
- RN ity ~'~'—"‘~ ) - ‘ . JF
: ,M(__U ,W»/ as | A3 z%e,_ e CT72En S pETEs .’.'/:;
L-}‘L_. R y : _ ) +
-
ot N, "
'lTus isa GM Replacement. |
N y _
It 'S ;ust as shifty.
'/. -
p&acement.
& identical.
ti}zs:aeedhe
vin it down.
reavaﬁab%e

CHEVROLET . PONTIAC . OLDSMOBILE United A ‘
BUICK - OPEL - CADILLAC - GMC TRUCKS Delco B J
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raised the ante to $100,000 to get his
support for the New York state ticket in
1958. .
My statement Wouid also have given

. ﬁ:e details.of a deal between Rep. John

McMillan (D.,
Bobby Baker to- get ‘the performance

S.C.) and Senate aide

‘bond on Woashington’s $21- million .

sports coliseum for insurance agent Don

.. Reynolds. The grateful Reynolds gave
* Baker $4000 and bought 2 $5100 Cadil-
-Tac for McMillan, who belatedly repaid
him after the Washington Post began
investigating. I had also been prepared

to name names and cite the facts on a

dozen other examples of cengressional
cheatmg

After the comzmttee refuse& te listent
to my statement, PARADE. publ.shed its

highlights (*Is Congress Protecting Fts
. Members Who,Cheat?”, May 5, 1963).
- Not until the public protest grew

too lond to ignore, however, did Hays
" divect his subconymittee fo investigate

- charges T had published four vears ago.

Thus the public was treated to the
spectacle of the modern Marco Polo-in-
vestigating the travels of the Harlem

- globetrotter. Indeed, Hays broke off the '

Powell probe to Tead a junket to Paris.
This was net his first junket there; he
had gome in 1963, taking along the
House restaurant’s headwaiter —at the
‘faxpayers expense, of cotrse. “I thought
- Hewas a nice guy and deserved a bieak

expla.med Hays. People questioning the
incident, he snorted -were “cheapskates.”

FROM NATO TO OHI0

Another charge against Powell was

that he had used’ committee funds for 3

__‘personal purposes Watchdog Hays, who
investigated this contention, once bﬂled
the NATO Parhamentanzms Genfer :
ence account $115.89 in long—dxstancev
calls-between his Wasbmgton office and -

' Ohio district, five one-way trips. from o

Washington -to- Ohic and 30 ope-way

--serving his hometown -of Flushing; . O

The NATO. Paﬂlamentmans Confer—
" ence, it should be noted, has absohxtelv

nointerestin Qhjo. | .- '

?erhaps the st damagmg com-

plaint against Powell was his defiance

- of the courts, -his attifade that he was

;

_abtve the 1aw. While Hays has never
Mhehasghownthesame :
- arrogance. Buried in the police records
“oF the Tifle town of Uhrichsville, O, is
an mmdent worth relating. On the eve-.
ning of Feb. 16, 1966, the congressman
-was clocked driving 39 miles an heur
‘down Uhrichsville’s narrow Deessville
. Avenue. The speed Imnt was 25.

. Patrolman Frank Barker. gave chase,

red hight fashing, but Hays kept going.
‘Not until the pohceman began blinking

. headlights did Hays finally pull over.

“What's your big problem®” he de

‘manded impatiently of Barker, the patrol-
man later related. Hays, accerding to the

- to  the station. '

T
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Barker opened up his siven and roared }
I
l
+-
1
i
I
I
1
3
I
I
1B
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record; announced that he was a US.
congressman and wrongly claimed im-
munity. Unimpressed, Barker asked for
‘his license. Hays handed over a section
of his hillfold and told the patrolman to
> fish it omt for himself .
After Barker located the license, he'
directed Hays to follow the police car
The .congressman
" snapped, “THl do no 'such thing!” and
sped away like a hotrod Kd. This time

off after him. Every time he canght Hays'-
car, the cowboy congressman snaked
away throngh traffic. Once the patrol

. man thought he had Hays sandmched

between the patrol car and a parked car,
“but Hays shot into reverse like the rum-

. away in a Keystone Cop comedy. After
forr similar near grabs,-Barker decided .
it would be more in the ‘interest of pub-
Tic safety to end his pursuit.

" Hays. was charged with speedmg,

reckless driving and failure to obey a
 policeman’s lawful order. The following
Sunday an aide arrived at Ubrichsville
courthouse fo post $69 bond and to
" pick np the billlold section Havs had
left the officer holding. Havs failed to_
appear at the hearing and forfexted the
$69. ‘

Administration ‘Committee,
. which approves all congressional ex- l

- pense vouchers. The past practice has ‘ ,

been to accept all vouchers and requests - !

- that are sabmitted, only polite questions
asked. One curious exception was the - ! :
*curf rejection recently of a.request from l .

House Banking and Currency-Chairman
‘Wright Patman (D., Tex.) for $14,000 - i
to’ investigate banks. Normally  this
would have recerved routine "approval
But Hays, the suibcommxttee chairman,
“ vetoed 'the request. ‘He was ‘upheld as
usual by Burleson, chalrman of the fuﬂ
cemmlttee . )

Significantly, Hays is hoard chaxman

-~ plane fares from. Washmgtom»m~4 of the Gitizens National Bank of Flush--
. ing and St. Clairsville; O. Tndeed, he |

. served on the House: Banking and Cur- ’

rency Committee while the bank's char- 3
“ter was pending in the early 1950%. l

Buzleson, too, had a financial interest in
ﬁdetrackmg Patman’s investigation; he

- is a director of Abllenes Bapk of Com-

merce

" Yet Buﬂescn and Hays are HOwW
posed to be k mg&mcm:%e%
the Staight and narrow. It should be

fascmatmg—ﬁ Wwatch what they do about

record should be comfozbn 0,

sional chiselers. -

- Congressmen who take their wives on
oﬁeml trip%, for dnstanmce, ate not sup-
posed to charge the taxpavers for distaff -
expenses. Yet- repeatedly many have
* tzrned in hotel bills with the “and Mrs.”
cmdeiv mked out—sand Burleson, Hays i

i
1
i
I
conflicts of interest. Certainly their- past }
N
I
{
i

o1
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Hays' subcommlﬁee is part of the l
. House

oo, So— —— -
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She!f Oit Cempany
Fodor—Sizeﬁ Travel Guides, U.S.A. Box 12391
North Kaﬂsas Csty, Missouri 64116

Dear Shell Yes, l want a
really complete gmde. One
‘that gives the scenic
‘and speclai saghts.

Som
S

/mmmm—mmmmmmmmmmmm
. « X .

)

Plus tips on teurs, sports,






. unée:éhemg. )

Watchdogs of -ethics: Rep ,mar Bririeson (D, Jex.j and Wayma Hays (D,, _0} put-heads
toge‘herat House Admm:stration Comm:ttee meesng, The:r own records a'eﬂ’t unb%efmshed- -

T WASH]NG’ION, D.C.
oaded by the public ontcry
against  congressional - miscon-
doct, the House of Bepresenta—
© - tives voted an extra $50,000
eaﬁmth}sy%rtopohcethemorals of

Administranon Commltteawhose i)room—
sweepsmﬂ}epastha’?eaiwaysanned
27 §

Who Cheat” (WIaIch 24 1963) Next
. day Burleson seized the Housg flocr and ]
cried out: “We invite Mr. Anderson 68— ~—
_anyone else who. can support these™

chaxgestocomebeforeusmpubhchear— R

aﬂegaﬂonsmﬁze arﬁcle.” S I AN )

- Iaccep@edtﬁechaﬁengeandcamebe— Do

* fore Burleson’s commiftee W!th a'l4 . -
" page statement. He refused to let- me -

'The chosen watcﬁdogs are Bep. Omar ‘read it. Al he wanted was identification

 Burleson- (D.; Tex.), the . committee
chairman’ ‘who once contrived to cha:ge
the taxpayers for most of ki reelection
campaign and Rep. Wayne Hays (D,
0.), the hot-tempered, trigger-tongned
sebcommittee  chairman who - traveled
so much at the tazpayers’ expense that
he has béen calfed the M}uﬁ

Congress.” Both have covered ap con-

gressional Improprieties in tbe past, in-
cIud’ing their owa.

.- Four yvears ago, forexampie Itried to
gell these fwo. about the payroll padding

R eﬁamsmsi

and global gallivanting of Rep. Adam: - -

Clayton Powell (D, N.Y.), but: they re-
-fused to listen. panapE had published

an article of mine about “CongEssm_en ,

"of the cc the congressman- who had given me
mfonnaﬁon.

I had intended to tsiﬂfy ‘that Repz:e— -
- sentative Powell had placed his wife, -
Yvette, on the public payroll wnder her
maiden name; that her most ‘pressing
business with his coagessmnal office
had beeri a request for instractions in
Spanish on how to play dominoes; that
two beds, pm?chased with House funds,
had been shipped to her in Puerto Ricé .
.~ at the taxpayers’ expense, that - Peweﬂ'
‘had collected $50,000 in “caanpaign ex-
penses” to support the Republican ticket

, in 1936 /and that the' Democrats had *

: v - emmeagw.zs,tqg'



June 23, 1967

¥r. Dapiel ¥, Halloran
970 New Scotland Road
Albany, Bew York

Bear Ban:

Imgh&tﬁmmﬁmﬁ&gﬂéﬁgﬁe

. current Senate Ethics Committee investigation pertaining

to the activities of Senator Dodd.

‘ ring the Powell and Dodd casses, I am
em:}asisg hérewit% remarks 3:3: zﬁe Eaiional ﬁa@mi},

Imﬁemiyaig ef this simﬁmisast&e
and know you'd be interested in reading it. 4As I
mwiammt,mﬁazmmime;%&is

oeeded i2 the adoption by the Congress of a code of
ethics by which a Mewber could be judged. This would
guzrantee uniformity and egualization as to the standards
of such iuvestigations.

Az always, ' mvﬁm
m&wimm--

V Sincerely,

Baniel E. gﬁgtﬁﬁg M, £,

Enclosure







370 Wew
Albany,

3cotland Road
New York

June 18, 1967

Dear Dan,

tholic Interracial Council and as a concernéd
American citizen, I should like %o exXpress my strong disapproval of the
grogs lnequwtvas zvident in the handling of Congressman' Fowell's and
Senator Dodd's cases, '

48 a member of +the

PR e,

a black man whose conduct could hardly be
d and dismissed from his Congressional seat w
dlsoatsh seldom found n our _,glsiaclve bramch
ment of Thomas Doddis es has differed
remarkably, ﬁx‘olled as a pillar of viritue by I ohnsonfs faVOTlue
colummist, william 3, é@wte he has actually bv
by a oenauor who would have him comple tely exonera

Q.-

Lo

0l government.

u»—?

clear evidence

of misdonduct, The Senate inves tigating committee chose to totally ignore
some of the charges against Senator Dodd, 4and, at best, if he is disciplined
at all, his punishment will be far less severe than that accorded Congressmen
“owell

I am fully aware of the differences in both degree and nature of the conduct
attributed to M, Powell and Mr, Dodd. T am also aware of the fact that tha
personal behavior of othsr nmembers of Congress, such as that of Mendel iners,
is felt to be irrelsvant to their Congressional careers, In summary, the
th eme comes through clearly that a double standard exists in the Congress of

the United States,- that a far mora rigid standard is tobe applied when evaluatin ng
the conduct of a Negro who proves offensive and intractsble than that applied
to the ethical behavicr of other Congressmen and Ssnators,

Sinderely,
7

% :
L/
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