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IN ASSEMBLY, APR. 12,1852

REPORT
_Of the commlttee on colleges, academles and common

- schools relative to the causes of the panic attending
; the late public exercises of the State Normal School

o« IN ASSEMBLY, March 11 1802

« Resoh,ed Thdt the commlttee on colleges, academles and
common sehools be and hereby are instructed to- inquire mto the
;.canses of the panie attending the late pub}iC:exerciSos .of the State
‘ Normal School, and that they cause such examination to be made
. -as shall satisfy them of the safety or unsafety of the building for -
_the purposes to which it.is dev oted "

u Resolved That said commlttee be mstructed to 1nqu1ro into -
the internal administration of the affairs of the institution, the
.duties and salaries of the board of instruection, the representation

.of pupils from the various counties of the State, together with all
" such other matters as they may deem proper, and that they be
requlred to report the result-of such mveshgatiou o this house
w1th the least practlcable delay
} : “By order, e

CeR, U SHERMAN Cle;k 7

' [Assembly, No.119:] - 10 [u.nj&li()ﬁ){),’g:
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In accordance with the instrt zeuen eontained in tne loregomg
resolutions, the eommittee on eolleges, academies and common
schools, '

REPORT :

That the panic attending the semi-annual exhibition of the
State Normal School arose from the settling of the floor of the
roem in which the exercises were held, caused by the breaking
of one of the main timbers which supported the fioor ; and your
committee feel called upon to express their decided opinion that
from their own personal observation, from the statements of the -
principal and teachers, which are annexed to this report, and
‘from the statement of membes of the executive committee made
after a careful examination of the building, that the room oceu-
pied for the exercises and the stairway leading to the same are
in an unsafe condltlon for an assemblage as large as was conven-

f'ed on that oceasion. That the alarm was not. causeless is. qu.lte
ewdent, and the executlve committee are ahout to make some
_hecessary nnprovements which will render the- bulldmg more
secure. . But as a panic of this kind as often arises from imagi-
nary as from real danger, your committee believe that the situa-
tion of the room “on the highest floor of -the building renders it
"‘decldedly objectlonable as_a room- for public exhibitions, and
‘therefore recommend that the executlve committee be restramed
~from usmv the same except for the ordinary purposes of the
school. The steep and narrow stalrcases leading ‘to ‘this- apart—
ment rendering it not 1mprobable that i in case of a sudden \a}arm
an accident might occur here similar to that which has recently
) k, occurred in one of the Ward schools ;of.thecityef New-York. . ‘

* The Normal School was established in 1844 for the instruction
'andjpractice o_f teachers ‘of common schools in"the deience of
" education and the art of teaching. Until 1849 the school ocetr- '
- pied rooms furnished gratuitously by the authorities of Albany."

© 1n 1848 an act was passed by the Legislature ¢« for the perma-
nent_establishment of the State Normal School,” appropriating
$15,000 towards the erection of a suitable building. The follow-
ing year, an additional appropriation of $10,000 was made for its
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completion.. o thS bulldmo the school was re*noved on the
31ist'of July, 1849. - :

Each county in thgai State s entitled fo.send to the schoola .
number of pupils (eitheér male or fernale) equal to twice the num-
‘ber of members of the Assembly in such county. The pupils
are appomted by the. town superintendents, at a meeting called
by the supenntendent of the county town for that purpose.

until they graduate unless they fOIfelt that mght by Voluntarﬂy
,Vaca’tmg their place; or by i 1mpr0per conduct

Al pupils are educated and, fur.nished with: books- free of
~charge,and are allowed three centsa mile for travel from Albany
" to their homes and return. A good phﬂosophlcal apparatus and .
a small library belong to the mstltutlon '&n ‘experimental school
igalso connected Wlth it.

The object of thlS school is to afford each N ormal pupll an
opportunity to practice the methods of instruction and’ dlsclplme
ineuleated ‘at the Normal Sehool: - Each membet of the: gradua-

ting elass is 1equ1red to spend at least two weeks in thxs depart—
ment ¥ . Lo . Y .

In the experimental school there are 'eigh_ty;éight _pupils be-
tiveen the ages of six and sixteen years. A portion of these are
_free pupils; the remaining pupils are charged twenty. dollars
.per year for tuition and use of hooks. The school has been in
_ operation for seven years. From the last annual report, present-
~ed December 22,1851, we learn that the whole number of pupils
~connected with the school since its organization is 12,638;» ,

The fo}lowmg table will show the number of puplls durlng
each’ term, ‘and also the. number of graduates : ,
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GRADUATES. .
Pupils.  Males. * Females. Total..

Firsfyear,;. Istferm...ccveveeene 98 0 0 0
P R £:1:1 29 5 34

Second year, 8d ¢« ........ ceee. 197 30 17 47
4th © L ..iiiee., 205 37 26 63

Third year,. 5th « ......... ... 178 27 19 46
. Bth « ... ceinas S 221 37T 2 62

Fourth year, 7th ¢« ...... vee.... 198 25 25 5O
8th « ......... L., 208 17T 29 46

"Fifth year,.. 9th « ..... eeenens 175 22 21 43
10th ¢ ... 1960 190 18 87

Sixth year,.. 11th ., .v...oieu.s L9228 o122 32

COI2h ¢ L. 219 21 13 34
Seventh year,13th -« .........s... 282 12 14 26
4th ¢ ..., eee.. 28611 17T 28

A 9Tl 299 249 548

The following are the rames of the teachers with their salaries
and  the several departments of instruction in- Whlch they are
engaged -

George R Perklns, A. M. Prmclpal, $1,700 and house :

,Wllha,m;]?‘ Phelps, A. M ;Superintendent of the experimental
school, $1,000, paid ont of tuition received of pupiyls of experi’
mental school.

- Silas T, Bowen, A. M. teacher of Intellectual and Moral Se1~
.ence and Rhetonc, $1, 000

- Sumner C. Webb, teacher of Anthme‘nc and Bookkeepmg,
$750 $50 as. hbranan, $5O as: master of’ order and $°5 as post;
..master. -

Truman H. Bowen, teacher of the Solence of Government
Grammar and Vocal Musie, $750 as mstruotm in musie in exper-
imental school.

. Dr. James H.. .Jahsbury, teacher of Physxology, Natural Phx-
losophy and Chemlsmy, $800. , .

John Felt, Jr., teacher of Grammar and A]gebra, $700

Elizabeth C. Hanoe, teacher of Reading and History, §$500.

Ann Maria Ostrom, teacher of Drawing, History and Geogm»

phy, $5OO
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In the testimony of the principal which is annexed to this re-
port, will be found a full statement of the internal administration
of the affairs of the school, with the duties performed by the
board of instruction. Also a tabular statement of the represen-
tation of the pupils from the various counties of the State.. Fox.
the caunses of the present inequality of representation, the com-
mittee refer to the statement of Mr. William F. Phelps and Mr.
William W. Clark, and for further information relating to the af-
fairs of the schools to the statements of Mr. Silas T. Bowen and
Mr. Sumner €. Webb, which are also annexed to this report.

The facts developed by the 1nvest1gat10ns of your commlttee
lead them to the followmg conclus10ns

1. That the Normal School When organized and conducted ae-
cordlng to the true. de31gn of such institutions, is- an invaluable
if not mdlspensable aid to thé advaneement of the canse of popu-\
lar education, by training up a class of well qualified teachers,

_educated with special reference to the Wants of our,. common,
schools.

9. That although there has been some departure from this true
design; and a misdirection of the energies of - thls sehool, your
committee feel it incumbent upon them strongly to recommend
these institutions not only to the fostering care-of the State but
to the confidence and kindly sympathies of every. ‘citizen, while
they would beg leave to suggest that such means. may be devised
as wﬂl in future prevent the recurrence ‘of such misdirection  of
the energies of the school as this investigation has demonstrated -
to exist. ‘Faects have come to the knowledge of your commlttee '
_ ‘which conelusively prove that the Normal School is gaining in

the estimation of the people every where. vae States of this
~ Union have alrea,dy not only acknowledged the soundness of the\_
goropomtlon that to have good teachers we. must estabhsh 1nst1tu-_§
tions for their spec1a1 tramlng, but have practlcally adopted it by
the estabhshment of one, two or more Normal Schools for the,;
supply of thelr educational wants , \ :

N



6 | AsseMeLY

Tnaccordance with these convictions your committee beg leave
to submit the following suggestions, which they earnestly com-
mend to the serious attentlon and prompt actlon of the Legislature:

1 That an appioprlatlon of six thousand dollals per-annum
b_e lmade to the Normal School located in this eity, and that the
same amount. be given for the support of a like- institution in such
city or village west of and including Syracuse as shall provide
within one year from the passage of the act submitted by your
committee, the best accommodations for such institution.

_The wisdom of this policy.must, in the view of your. commit-
tee, be obvious to every in\_telligent' citizen. One.N ormal School
_ for so large a territory as is embraced within _the limits of our
State ‘cannot supply a tithe of the teachers necessal y for our ‘com-
1 sehools. ‘This was never expected Ou1 present institution
was: estzibhshed as an experiment. Tts wise founders have placed‘>
the faet: upen recordf that did* this expemment prove successful,
oftiérs 'would be called for by ‘the people. This call has already
been made. The friends of education in western New-York have’
- for more than a year been discussing through the public. press
and othermpe their clalms to such, facilities as are now .enjoyed .
by thelr more fortunate brethren at the east.. . TheNor mal School .
at. Albany isina great, degree. becommo local An its character a8
might. na,turally enough be expected ina State embracmg 0. much. :
" _territory as-our own. . These consnielatlons, therefme as well aﬂi'
many others whlch a complehenblve survey. of the. SU.b]th WOD.ld’
indicate, but which your committee cannot now dwell upon, lead )
them: strong]y to urge upon the attention, of the Leglsla,ture the_;
foregomg sug gestlon : : ST "

18 chang’" can “be made Wlthout materlally 1ncreasmg the:'
4 ens ‘ 'State, while the’ advanta s derived ‘will be more"

than doubledf “Your' commlttee beg leave to subjoin’ a estlmate 5
of the expen(htures' ssary to the support of thes o“mstl-
tutions; which they are ‘confident, after a’ careful exs 'matmn of
the subjeet, wﬂl be sufficient for the purposes indicated.
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_STATEMENT.

For salary of P"mr ipal, (:“K(»}.UBLVG of house rent,,..... - $1,200

Two professors; each $1,000,.. ceseriee 2,000
* Three male teacher57 «“ $’700 .......... 2,100
‘Onefemale ~ “ - - 500, wero 500
Dge “ow 400,.....;'..;. 400
For statronery, library, apparatus, ext books, &e.,ou ..o 0800
Tusurance, fuel, cleaning, and janitor’s-work, ..... 1 OO‘O
TOMAL, . v e ve v eieeeeseeeseennveee enne. H1,500

To meet these expenses. there mll be: the followmg sums :

By annual approprratron of Leﬂslature, e .t ] ‘?‘po 000
- Tuition of 100 pupils in. experlmental achool at e /
$10 per term,. ... .. ','_2,000
Tultxon of literary qtudents, estlmated pessaewe 1 ,000
$9,000

- Ttowill be seen by réference to the tables of salaties first given,
that the principal of the present institution recewes, as. compared
with:'the other professors, an enormous salary; bemg $700 per:
annum, together with house rent and other ‘perquisites, over and.
above the amount paid to any. of those who;, - as the mvestlgatlon
shows, bear the burden and heat of the day in the labors assigned
it."” By the above estimate, these salarles ate more nearly-egqual~
iz o hundreéd doHars with the rent-of his’ house, being.
desi ed by the comtmittee a Sufﬁcrent award for thé difference of
labior and’ responsrbﬂlty between the prrnclpal and the professors
and teachers S - o :

It W111 alao be percexved that the salarres of the teachers have
bien graded according to the degree of - labor and responsrblhty
devoted upon each,;: your, committee: being . fully, persuaded that
well qualified . persons may easﬂ*y be: procured for the amounrs
above speclﬁed S LI TS g '

: Wlth reference to the 1tem of $2 OOO mentlonedra,bove as\being
collected from the experlmental school it may ‘be well o re ‘

AN
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that in the Institution already established there are 100 pupilsin
this department. About 60 of these pay a tuition of $20 per
year, each, and the committee are informed that at these rates
there are constantly more applications for seats than the depart-
ment is able to accommodate ; 46 of these pupils are free; but
the committee are of opinion that since the public schools in our
cities are all free, no reason now exists why those who prefer the
normal mode of ,instrliction should not be willing to pay for the
same,‘ thus rendering available, for the support of the Normal
School, the full sum of $2,000 per year as above stated.

In the estimate of expenses as given above the committee have
rejected theitem of mileage to the students, which, by the last

rreport of executive committee- amounts to nearly $1, 000 per.

year. If another institution be estabhshed no reason remains
for holding out this inducement to students, since both sections of
the State will thus enjoy equal advantL ges 1n havmg a Normal
School in their neighborhood. :

Your commlt_tee have also been informed that, from the organi-
zation of the present establishment in this city, applications have
been numerous for admission from those who were unwilling to
pledge themselves to teach: This class of ‘persons your:commit-
tee have Jjudged it might be proper to admit-on: their paying in
advance a-tuition of $15per term, which would realize an addi-

ftlonal sum to ald in the support of the Normal School.

In conclusmn, your csmmlttee 1oe<r leave to state that m the:

present system, a simple. declaratlon of mtentxon to teach com-
mon-schools, is all that is required of a student as. a guarantee
of ‘his fidelity to the cause of educatlon in this State, by actually

engaging in the service of our common schools. ~Your commit-

tee ‘would, therefore, recommend -that an actual pledge be re-
quired’ of ‘all’who receive gxatuztous instinetion in'the State Nor-
mal S¢hools; that they shall- actually teacly common schools in

this State one “year for: every term of. such: mstructmn, orin de-

fault thereof, that-thiey shall pay a tuition of §15 pet term as re-
qun'ed in the case of literary students. Your committee cannot
forbear i in closmg, again to ,recommend these institutions to.the.
: fostermg eare of the Leglslature as p1 e—emmently Worthy of that

N
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« material aid,” so necessary to advance every human interest,
and none more than that of diffusing universal intelligence
through our eommon schools, with well trained teachers at their
head,, such teachers as these seminaries are adapted to supply.

Your committee have weighed carefully the changes now pro-
posed by them, fully assured that if adopted, the interests of -
education will be greatly advanced. They are of the opinion
that without any material increase of expense, thc annual ap-
propriation of $12,000 can be made to sustain two schools each,
* as large in numbers as the present one, by allowing said insti-
tutions to receive pay pupils under such regulétiéns as the trus-
tees may provide, and without interferring with the interests of
the pupils of the State. It isbelieved that more than one of our
western towns will be found willing to provide all necessary
buildings for 'such a school, in case the same shall be located
within their borders. -

S H. L. WEBB, _
B : ~  WILLIAM TAYLOR,
GEO. M. COPELAND,
D. W. LAWRENCE,
- ‘ } J. P. CHAMBERLIN,
< Commitiee.



k QUESTIONS ‘TO PRINCIPAL.
‘1. When did’ you: ﬁrst become conneécted w1th the Stare N ormallk‘
sehool?
2. What is the object of’ the Institution %

3. What are the internal arrangements for securmg this objeot ?
4. Upon whom does the duty of mstructmg in. the art of teaeh—

1n0 devolve 2

5 HOW many pupﬂs are there m the school at the present,

- {ime ?

. 6. Do these come from the several counmes of the state in ac-
cordance with the ] proper apportionment? :

=7.. What counties send the largest. number ?: .
8. :Ave ahy: vounties ot represented and ifso What ones? -

-9; Whatnumber of pupilshave graduated from the’ ‘school since
it'was instituted, and how do they stand dwlded among the seve-
ral counties of the- state’l ; / : Lo

10. 'What number have: entered who have not graduated and,v
how are they divided among the counties? . - IR :

11. In case any county hassenta larger number of pupils than
is niow ‘entitled . to send; have they been charged for tmtlon and g

12 What method-do. you adopt to. keep up the, representatmn
from the dlfferent counties of the state?.: e
°18.7Ase yousor the: exeoutWe ‘committee in the practlce of ﬁ]l— s
ing-the vacanéies of dlstant countles, w1th Albany or other nelgh- -
\ bormg stidents 7.7 C o T o nen E ST

d he p”plls so Selected usually become teaehers 7

as thelr avocatlon? What proportxon do not, if any?
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16. How many hours is each teacher employed in school du-
ties per day? How many days per week ? and weeks per year ?
Have any of these teachers extra school duties to perform? Are
all these teachers exclusively employed in school duties duging
the regular sessions ? Is it customary for any of your teachers to
be absent for any considerable period during their time ?

17. Have any of the pupils been charged with, or proved to
have committed any. gross immorality during their connection
with the school? and how mdny? How many have been ex—,
pelled ? / .
18 \Do you frequently visit the boardmg houses of your pupils

and ascertain whether the laws regardmg visits are falthfnlly car-
ried out? Do your teachers doso? |

- 19. Are you personally. acquamted with all persons recewmg -
pupils'to board? and are they, in your opinion proper persons to
be entrusted with the e pupils? - ‘

"20." Ave any of your puplls in the hablt of a’c(:endmfr places of
public amusement ? : _ ; o

21. Do you requlre your pupils to- attend some stated place of
worship on the sabbath ? and are they in the habit.of so domg’? '

22.. Mave: you any means of -ascertaining whether or not your
pupils are out late at night?. - : ‘

23. Do you receive any reports concernmg theu‘ conduet from
the persons with whom: they board ? ? ~and if so, what disposition -
do you make of these reports 1 S

QANSWER OF GEO R PERKINS PRINCIPAL OF STATE 7
NORMAL SCHOOL : B

‘1. I'have been connected W1th the State ‘Normal’ School from
its first organization, on the 18th of December, 1844. T discharg-
ed the duties of Professor of Mathematics until the: death,of the
Principal, David Perkins Page, January 1, 1848, at which time I

~was elected his successor, and have contmued to. discharge the :
duties of the Principal, and also, in part, my former dutles as
Professor of Mathematics, down to the present time. -
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2. The Act of the Legislature for the establishment of a Nor-
mal School, passed May 7, 1844, declares that the money appro-
priated by that act “shall be expended in the establishment and
support of the Normal School for the instruction and  practice of
teachers of common schools in the science of education and in
the arf of teachmg ”

The above, I believe, expresses the true object -of the Insutu—
tion.

3. The whole organization and arrangement of the Norma,l
~ Sehool is made in direct reference to its prlmary object as above :
'expressed : :

The experimental school Whlch wasg first estabhshed during
the second term, is taught by the pupils of the senior class. . The
design of this experimental school is to afford the Normal pupil, -

“under the eye of the Principal, an opportunity to practice the
methods of instruction and diseipline inculeated at the Normal
School, as Well as to exhibit his “aptness to_teach, ” and to dis-
“charge ‘the Vamous other dutles pertalmng to the teacher’s respon’
A s1ble ofﬁce ‘ ;

Umformlty of mstructzon is secvred by the appomtment of &
permanent teacher, or supermtendent -of “this-school. "

T consider the experimental department of great importance
and value in eonnection with the Normal School. It is a sort of
workshop where each teacher has an opportunity to work at his
professmn , ’

Afternoon exercises and lectures are given by the dxﬁ’eren\t
teachers of the No1ma1 School, which have for their object the
elucidation of the best methods, not only of imparting instruc-
tion, but of discharging other nsual and necessary duties of the
eommon school teacher. o

During six weeks of each term, the seniors have a daily reeit-
ation in theory and practice of teaching, using, as a text book,
a work prepared by our late Principal, shortly before his death.
This recitation was conducted by myself abont two years after
Mr. Page’sdeath. Iiisnow conducted by Mr. William F'. Phelps,
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_the bupermuendent of the experimental sehool, who is not at the
present time required to hear class exercises in hls depal tment

"4. The duty of mstructmg in the art of teaching devolves, toa
considerable extent,upon all the teachers. The pupils of all the
classes are frequently called upon to give the Whyq and where-
fores, and are ask how, in their opinion, they could best impart
- to others the knowledge whlch they. are at that particular tlme
receiving.

This knowledge of the art of tea,éhin'g is also imparted by
those teachers who give afternoon lectures.  Also in the other .
exereises of the afternoon, such, for instance, as in the instruction
given by the teacher of Vocal music. The pupil is notonly

“taught the elements, of musm, and how to smg, but he is also
: taught how to teach musm to others ’

5. The number of puplls of the present term is two hundred/
- and twelve. : :

\\

b. Of the 212 puplls of thls term 100 have recelved regular
appointments from thé town supermtendents of their respectlve
counties, 105 have received their appomtments at large, by our
- Executive Committee, and 7 Indians have been admitted by vir-
. tue of an actiof the Tiegislature, passed ‘March 23, 1850.
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The 212 pupils, of the present, or smteenth term, are divided
-among the different countles as.given in the following table:.

i

[

16th term.

. QOUNTIES. -

present or 16th term.
Indian pupils 16th term.
‘Whole number of gradu~
: ates.
Whole number of under
graduates

' Regular appointments the [
Appointmqnts at large

:|
l

o
<D
[V
Q0

Albany, ..oiveee P R 135
S Allegany, cieceeiiieiseesiiiiaddifvenddiianfeddy '
Broome, ..iviiveeeevirnninisasslaiiiiiiifeds
- Cattaralgus; .oviveieveeniiiisvasfes
B D55+ N R R |
Chautauquej.;.,..'..;....,..*.'.‘..-‘;.
“Chémung, ./ iiveearcansaasn ssss
Chenango,...........
Chnton,...k.;..'.................
_ Columbia, ......
Cortland, ... ..ooviavionnviicones
" Delaware, .ot iideaieiee
Dutehess, «o iveueiinarvaiiiionafaes
Erie, .. .. i vesiessciiinees
B DT A e R T
Frankhn,.;‘..,...—...;...........
Fultonrrand Hamilton,......coooiefe.
Genesee, . .iiiiaerevansnossinnn|’
Greene, ... :. ..,:..‘.‘.;.:_...;.:.’.;f.'.‘ a
Herkimer, ..\ voveeviioneaninnas
CFEIBTSOM, - v ve s s e b enneeeserenens
KIDgS, s iivi i SETFSTRGE B
Lewis, iiveiiiiadiiiaiiiieians
Ldvingston, ..o e i Gedi e
Madison, .ovi.n .
CMonroe, i iesi e it e die e
Montaomery, . '
New-York, . P
Niagara, ........ :..,..;';.......'...
Oneida, vvoe'e iadians e cieast
Onondaga; . .vvewesnicsnesninseisl
Ontario,.. ... catissevenatnneneie
Ol‘ange, -.l-.t.non!,.,l.,o..vc\i‘élcf
Or1eans, . .vvuvevsvenves civenesalss
OSWEZ0, .« eivevsvseevaniveannes]
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Hae

v

C et
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, TABLE—(ContiNuED.)

e ; ] Y &

£z 54| B s %3

COUNTIES, €% | 85| = | 58 B3

o 3 IR

2818 | 8|2 2

LN RN
QUEENS, . vuuvensveseoersvannsncionanloosefees 1 3
Rensselaer,,..A.................. Bl Tjo...] 16 50
Richmond, . .cvoivervinnnennnses eeaolaaadl 71 3
Rockland, .......coiiiveiensras 1} IO PR 6! 2
‘St.Lawrence,,...”...'.,......,...’ 20 .00 4 13
Baratoga, .. cvveenrnrvroeneonsnedfenas  Bloaol] 16[ 27
Schenectady, . vuveeevieesonosans 2 7....] 8 15
- Schoharie,.. ..v.vviuveiianennen] 21 200000 18 27
L L T S A I | PN P e | 11
'Steuben,...,........,'..-...f,,t,.,. o T{eeed]eendfo 1200 9
Suffolk, v v vriiienaiesnienseaa]  Bleess|eee] 91 20
;Sulhvan, RSPl I I PR I 1 A
;Tlega,..k.;..,....v.._.';..v..,...,;.,,.,,, R U P ) 2
Tompkins, . P S TS D PP R £ SRR
ERR U1 1175 JER AP HETE 1 I § IS B § BRI i
_;Warren,...............‘;,;;;...; 0 1 | PO R | IR
- Washington, .. ,.....oo.coeenend| 8| Blilo 1Tl 26
Wayne,......,.v.‘.....n.....'...;.. T L.l 140 10
Westchester, ..o.o.vievvnnnns| 3]0 3., 8l 17
S WOmMING, o vuvveerevansnsonneeal  Ifoesteend] 10] <8
»-Yates,......‘.‘..‘; ..... ST I | R ¢ DR A | RO
Totals, e eeniereiaaeeees T00] 2051 ! 574 1,006

T By reference to the foregomg table, it WIH be seen’ which
. counties have sent the most puplls, the present or smteenth term 3

- also durmg all the s1xteen terms

: “V'sented in the plesent term, viz: Aﬂegany, Broome, Cattsraugue,

; ‘Delaware, Orleans, Putnam, Queens, Tloga and Tompkms

9. The whole- number of pupﬂs 'vhlch have graduated from |
the sehool since. it was metltuted is'five hundred and seventy-

- four." ‘They are divided among the dlﬂerent counnes as gwen m

< the foregoing table..
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10. The number of pupils who have entered the school and
have not graduated is1,006. The table already referred to,
shows how this number is divided among the different counties. ""

11. No tuition money has ever been charged any of the pupils,
except in one single instance. A regularly appointed pupyil" after
graduating, desired to be released from his pledge to become a
teacher. On application to our Executive Commlttee, they con-
sented to' release him by his paying a certain sum, which they
supposed to be‘a fair eqmvaient for the imstruction he had re-
ceived. :

12. Near the close of each term, we publish in a eircular form,
a statement of the number of vacancies to be filled by there-
spective counties, for the next term. A number of copies equal -
to the number of: townsin each county, is sent to the town. su-
perintendent of the county-town, who is authorized to call a meet-
ihg of the town superintendents of his county, he acting as chair-
man At such me’etings the appointments are made. When we
had county supelmtendents, our clculars were sent to those ’
oﬁcers : : ‘ : o

That portlon of our clrcular, gwmQr the number of Vacanmes{
is published in four of the Albany city newspapers, also in. the
. District Sehool Journal. During the session of the Leglslature,
copies are placed upon each member’s desk. We also dlstrlbute
coples among the Normal pupils. e

13. Since the abolition of the office of eounty superlntendent
our Executive Commlttee have ‘given appointments at large to -
such kap,,phcants as complied with the same regulations as are re-
* quired of the rgularly appointed pupils. The following, in re-

gard to appointments at large, is copied from onr cireular : «Per-
sons failing: to ‘receive appointments from . thou' respcctlve
coﬁnﬁes,sshquld after obtaining testimonials of a good morsl
character, present themselves the first day of the time, for ex-
amination by the Faculty. If such examination is satisfactory,
' they will receive an appomtment from the. Executwe Committee
. without being placed in any particular countv, prowded any va-

cancies exist.” » ST
[Assembly, No. 119] T2
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The pupils so appointed by the Executive Committee, have
never been considered as filling the vacaneies of any of the coun-

" ties, neither have they ever received any mileage. The vacan-~

© cles of the different counties have never been affected by such ap-
pointment. "Pupils appointed at large, are liable at any time to

be required to withdraw, to make room for regnlarly appolntec}

puplls

I thmk the regularly appointed pupils are more disposed to go
thrquh with our whole course, and not to leave us. until they
have graduated, than are those appointed at large. Such as de
graduate are pretty sure to become good teachers. I should pre-
fer to have all the pupils regularly appointed. - My opinion is

that the pupils appoiited by the Executive Committes are quite-

~ as likely to become teachers, as” are those regularly appomted
provided we except those appomted from the city of Albany an&
1ts lmmedlate Vlcunty - v

15 I have no certam means of knowxnv What proportmn of the
puplls ‘whom we educate, fail to engage in teaching. I believe
the number is very small, however, compared with the whole.
Of those who go through with ‘our entire course and crraduate,
there are scarce] y any who do not’ teaeh '

All the pupils, on entermg the school smce the: opening of the
secoud term, have been required to subscmbe to the followmd'

declaration:

| “We the undersigned liereby declare that it is our-intention
to devote ourselves to the business of teaching dlstrmt schools ;

and that our motive in resorting to the Normal School, is to pre-

_pare | ourselves the better to dlscharge that 1mportant duty ”

‘1n 1849, the graduates of the State Normal School orgamzad V

themselves into an Association, for the purpose of keeping up a

system of correspondenee between the Tnstitution and’ its grad-

_ uates, and furnishing schools with well. quahﬁed teachers, and
well quahﬁed teachers with schools. - By the Constitution of this
-association, the Treasurer, Recordmg Secretary, and Cenespond—

ing Secretary are to be elected from the Faculty of the N ormal
School. Mr. Sumner C. Webb, is at the present time- Trea}sumr )
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and Recordmg Secxetary, and Mr Wllham F. Pbelps is the Cor- .
a’espondlng Secretary. . ;

" The Executive Committee, in théir report made to the Legisla-
ture on the 8th of January, 1851, speak of ‘the advantages of this
association as follows : « During the past year, nearly two hun—
dred applications for teachers have been made from all parts of‘
the State, which fact may tend to show more strongly perhaps,
than any other, the estimation in whlch the Normal Sehool is.
held. The call, at the present tlme, for Normal graduates, ig so
great, that it is impossible to supply the. want ; and this dlﬁiculty
will probably remain, until another class is gladuated in" the
spring. In addition to the above facts, it may be well to men-
tion; that the call for Nermal teachers is not liniited to this State
alone ;: {requent apphcablons, from other States, and from the
British Provinces, are recéived; but it has ot been deenred pro-
per to recommend the graduates to places without the boundaries
of our own commonwealth since the Normal School was estab-
lished and is supported by the State for the supply of 1ts own ed- )
mcatlonal Wams o

This association smii c@mmues ina prosperous and ﬂounshmg
condition: : :

Strong pecuzﬁary ‘ inducements are offered to our teachers to.
continue in their profession. Some of our last graduates receive
;from %40@ to $600 per annum, and some receive stlll lalger sala-
Fles.

,16. Since the first organization of the school, many changes:
" have taken place as to terms, vacations, eourse of study, nuinber
of teachers and dunes requlred of each

AL the present tlme we have eaoh year two terms of twenty‘ :
weeks each. The first week of each term is consumed in examiz:
. nation, classification, &e., of the new pupils. “All the teichers-
assist in this work except the teacher of the experimental school.
The last week of each term -is devoted to public class: examina--
tions, elosing exercises, &e. - In these exercises, each teacher con-:
ducts the examination of his. -own .classes. -Thus we have, in:
each term, eighteen Weeks of recitation, of five days in each
week.
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As pringcipal of the Normal School, I have the supervision of
all the departments connected with the institution. I have one

recitation each day with the gentlemen of the semors, five days
* in each week during each term.

I give to the gentlemen of the seniors, each term, from three ;
to six field exercises with engineering and surveying instru-
ments. I give during the first week of the term a lecture to the
old pupils on the relations they sustain to thelr teachers, and to-
each other, and on deportment in general. I also give them lee-
tures on Mathematical Geography. There are many other duties
out of regular school hours and in vacamons, which must of ne-
ceSSIty devolve upon me.

Mr. William F. Phelps has the supemntendence of the Experi- -
mental School ; he has one recitation each day for six weeks of .
each term w1th the seniors ; he also gwes five afternoon lectures
durlng each telm

Mr. Silas T Bowe’n,h’és five rectitations each day for six weeks;
“and four recitations each day for the remaining twelve weeks of
each term. During the fifth hour of the twelve weeks, when
not engaged-with a class, he is employed in eorrecting the rhet-
oric exercises of one of his classes. He gives during each term
seven afternoon lectures. He corrects the regular. compositions
of the Seniors, and also the usual’ essays and poems for the cios—
Ing exermses of each term.” ' :

Mr Sumner ‘€. Webb has five recitations: each day for the
whole elghteen weeks of each term ; he gives eleven affernoon
exercises or Iectures, and corrects the composn;mns of the Junlors,
No. I: : ' - :

Mr. Truman H. Bowen has four recitatlons each day for‘
twelve weeks of each term, and then each day for the remaining
six weeks. . He is employed four days- each week in the after- )
noon, in'giving 1nstruct10n in voeal music. - He arranges for the
musm at ‘the publie 1eadlng of compositions, alsofor all the
music used at the closing cxercises of each term. During sach
term he’ gives eight afternoon’ lectures;: ‘he also corrects the
regular composﬂnons of sub- -seniors No. 2 ' ‘
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Dr. James H. Salisbury has four recitations each day during
six weeks, three during the remaining twelve Weeks of each
term. He corrects the regular compositions of sub-seniors No. 1.
He also has all the care of the apparatug and articles belonging
to the departments of natural philosophy, chemlstry, and human

physielogy. -

Mr John Feit, Jr., has ﬁve recltatlons each day for the Whole
eighteen weeks of ‘each term. He corrects all the compositions
of juniors N 0. 2. He also gives eight afternoon lectures.

~ Miss Elizabeth C. Hance has five recitations each day for
twelve weeks, and four for the remaining six weeksof each term.
She corrects the.compositions of sub-juniors No. 2. She also has
charge of the public reading of the selected compositions.

Miss Ann Maria Ostrom has five recitations each daiy during
the eighteen weeks of each term. She corrects the compOSItlons
of sub-juniors No. 1. :

© Our forenoon session: of five 1ecltat10ns is of five hcurs dura.-
tion. The afternoon exermses are each one hour long.”

Many of our exercises ,reqmre, on the part of the teacher, much
labor when not with his classes, such as making ready for reei-
tation and lectures, by preparing diagrams and tabulated matter
on the black-board or otherwise; also the subsequent -examina-
tion and eorrection of the pupils’ abstracts of the recztatlons and
lectures. : '

&

The only extra duties required of our ‘teachers are as follows.
Mr. Sumner €. Webb, has been selected by our executwe com-
mittee as librarian, as master-of-order of study room, and as
postmaster for the institution.. They have also requested Mr.
Truman H. Bowen to give lnstmctlon in Vocal music to the pu-
plls of the expemmental school For these extra duties they re--
ceive extra compensatlon over and above their sala.mes

E Our teachers are all excluswely empioyed as a: general thmg,
during the regular sessions of school, in duties connected with
the interests of the school The superlntendent of the expe,n-
mental school, M. Phelps, attends, however to the duties of
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corresponding secretary of the association of graduates, doring
the time of the regular sessions. And T have myself sometimes
found tlme to attend to such letters as ezrcumstances would seemr
to reqmre an 1mmedlate answer.

Ibis not customary for any of: the faculty to be absent for. any
con51derable period during term time. Except in cases of sick-
ness of a teacher, or of some near relative, I do not think any

‘ ‘one of our faculty has ever been_ absent more than ﬁwo er three

days at a time. When a teacher has unavmdably been kept from
school on account of xllness, the other teachers have so far as

.they could do, generously heard-the classes ofithe absent teacher.

In.some instances. the teacher. has temporarily. supplied his ox

‘her place until sufficiently restored to health to resume hls on her

duty.

. 17. T am sorry to say. that since the. first brgam/za,ﬁon of:thig
institution our executive committee have deemed: it necessary - to
expel three male pupils, and two female pupils. Of the male
pupils, one was expelled for noisy and indecorous conduet at his
boarding place, and for 1ndulgma in splritaous liqmors ; one for
passmg a_counterfeit coin, and the other for persisting in break-

ing a rule. of the institution, which. prohibits: the. gentlemen of

the school; from ealling upon: the young: ladies of: the same, after

.fi:o?clock, P. M. The two female pupils. were both expelled for

theft; they having been detected.in. purloining small articles of

dress, &e., from their school mates. - These are the only cases of

expulsion that I know of.

The committee have also .&jl,smiss&cl one Indian pupil for draw-
ing a knife in a quarrel with another pupil. This is. t.he,,onlyc

-casevof: dismissal that I know. of.

I Would add howeve1 . that in sevem‘ mstances the faculty‘
ﬁave adv1sed puplls to Wlthdraw from the school on the aroun&
that they were 1ot beheved to have suﬁ'lclent mtellectual sﬁrenoth
or were too glddy, or mdlfferent in: regard to thelr studles, tc»
promise much as teachers. , S -
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18. T do make it a point to visit our pupils at their boarding
places as often: zs my time will admit of;; especially, am:I parti-
eular to visit: such-pupilsasare sick. My teachers also frequent-
1y call upon our pupils. at their boarding places. Miss Hance
and: Miss.Ostrois. have for several terms made it a point of calling
at all the boarding houses of the young ladies at least once du-
ring such term. Duﬂng the present term, the duty of VlSltlng
‘pupﬂs has been asswned to the different teachers by classes. |

19. I am not personally acquainted with:many of the persons
who take our pupils to board. When I am not acquainted with
any who propose to take boarders, I-require them to give dood g
and satisfactory testimony of moral worth and purity. Many of
the boardmg places for our female pupils have been kept by the
same persons for four, five or six years. A large proportion of
‘our male pupils clitb together, and board themselves at the ave-
rage price of $1.50 per- week; including: room; rent, and all other
expenses chargeable upon beard Of the gentlemen of our pre-
sent senior ‘class; all except one board themselves. -

I do believe that all the persons boardmg our pupﬂs are pro—
per persons to be entrusted with them

20. None of our pupils are, to wmy knowledgp in the ha.blt of :
attending places of pubhc amusements.

21. We do not require our pupils to attend: a"ny -stated: place of

worship on the Sabbath. = But so far asI have been able.to;learn,
a very large majonty are. in the hablt of attendmg dlvme worshlp
on Sunday.

At the opening lectures of each:term, as: given‘b'y M. Silas:T.
Bowen to the new pupﬂs, and by myself.to the old  bupils, we
usually make an earnest request that they should attcnd each -
Sunday some place of divine worship, leaving it to them to se-
lect such place as would be most. agreeable to themselves, or' to
their friends at home.

22. We have no special means of ascertaxnmg Whether our pu
pﬂs are out late a.t mgh.t o ‘ R
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28. The only reports which we receive from persons keeping
boarders are voluntary on their part. When such reports have
been received, we have invariably acted upon them as the eir-

cumstances.of the case seemed to require.
; GEO. R. PERKINS

City and Counzy oj’ ./ﬂb«my, ss: George R. Perkins, of said clty~.
of Albany, being duly sworn, deposes and says, that the - forego- .

ing statement by him subscribed is true, according to the best of
hls knowledge, 1nf01mat10n and belief.

Sworn this 5th day of ) .
March 1852, before me,

.I B. BRD{SMADF, Ir., Com’r of Deeds.
QUESTIONS TO MESSRS. PHELPS, BOWEN AND WEBE.
‘ 1. rAre you’ in aliy way - connected with the Sfai’e Nbrmﬁ

School 1
2. How long have you been connected w1th the same?

3. Were you present at the pubhn exerclses of the school helfﬂ :

on the 5th day of February last?- 4 7
4. Was there any unusual exmtement on that occasion?. = -
“ 5. What were the causes of this?

- 6. How were these sounds produeed 7

’7 ‘Do you consider this portion of the buﬂdlng @afe for the‘

purpose to which it is appropriated ?
'8, In what part of ‘the building is this room located ? ’
o Are the means of i ingress and egress safe and convement’l ‘
10. Do you consuier this bulldmg Well oonstmc’ced and sub
stantlal T :
. Were the foundatlons well Iald 7
12 ‘Are the Walls all. sound yet ?

13, How long has it been built? © : ) ‘
14. Do you know any reason why it was not more substantlally

- gonstructed 1

. GEO. R. PERKIN S,, :




No. 119.] 25
15.. How much money has been appropnated to the construe-
tion of the bulldlng 1 .
16. Was this money all expended for the construction of a
building to be used exelusively by the school ?
'17. For what other purposes was money expended ?

-18.. Were these appendages necessary to the welfare of the
Institution?

19. Do yoa think the money expended on the prineipal’s 1',esi-
dence, had it been expended on the school building, would have.
been sufficient to have insured its stability ?

. Were not the best interests of the school in a measure
sacrlﬁced by the building of this residence ?

21. Under whose advice and direction was the bulldmg
'planned’l :

+22. By Whom were the contracts given out ?
23. Was there opposition to this plau on their pai't ?

.94, Ts this building as well ventilated and convemently ar-
ranged as such a building should be % :

'95. When did the Institution first g0 mto operatlon, and What
ls the object of the Institution? .

_26. What are the mternal arrangements for securm« thIS ob-
jeet? :

27. Upon Whom does the duty of mstructmg in the art’ of teach-
ing devolve?’ : :

28. ‘Does not the Prmapal pelsonally engaue 111 th1s duty 2 and
“if not why ? '

29, Do you think him capa’ole of domg so proﬁtably to the stu-
dents? (i. e.) is he an edueational man ? :

"30. Is not this the appropriate ﬁeld of labor for the Prmclpal
of siich an institution 7 ;

31. How many puplls are there in the school at the present
time? - : =

32. Do these come from the several counties of the state in ac—
cordance Wlth ‘the proper apportlonment 2
“'33. What counties send the largest number 7

N
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-~ 34. Has tlus ‘always been so since the: establlshmenf off the
sehool 2 When was it different ? s
35. Who was the Principal of the school at that time %
36. How did he keep- up the proper- representatlon from dls-
tant counties: 7' o
-38. Do-these pupils from: Albany generally become teachers?
39. As fur as this surplus of pupils from Albany and: ad301nmg
counties is: concerned do you. think the ObJthS for: whlch the
“school was: established are fulfilled:2 :
40. Do you think this dllﬁculty could be- remedled? and in
. what:way % .
41. How many teachers are enaaged in the- school, and What
are their names, duties, sa,larles, &e. ? : :
42. How many. hours is each employed in school duties per
day? This questlon is answeled by the: programme as pubhshed
in the 1eport JIlSt referred.to.. S ,
43 Have any. of these. persons extra school dutles to perform’?

44 Are all these teachers exclusively: employed in sohool du-
ties during the regular session.? - . 5

45. Has not the Prineipal, since his eonneetlon with the sehool
been much oecup1ed in, authorslnp 70 s : ,

46. Has he used his time during school hours to prepare these:
books and to correct his proof sheets? .

47. Do you know that he has ever employed students to: a1d
h1m in so. doing to their detmment as scholdrs’l . L

48. Has he ever employed students as agents’!

49. Has heever used his poesitien to urge his. own. books amd
those of his publlshers into the:sehool contrary te: the opinions:
of _many. of his assoclates’l , : . :

50. What do you thmk of the utlhty of thls school and of lts
1mponenee in onr eommeon school system 2. .. e

51. Does the prmclpal ever absent hlmself from the Instltu—
tion during term time % , TN

52. Do you know of the. teachers, at any. the, complammgs or:
conversing about the absence of the Prmclpal from duty 1., Name

them if so. =~ - i
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ANSWER OF MR. PHELPS.

Am connected Wlth the State Normal School, as superintendent’

of the experimental department or model school ; have been con-
nected with the school since its organization, Dec 18,1844 ; was
present at the closing exercises held on the bth of Febluary H
there was an unusnal exeitement on that oceasion, it was caused by
a'sudden sinking or settling of the floor and by sounds as of break-.
ing timbers. 1 have been informed by the. principal, these sounds
were produced by the breaking of one of the timbers on. whmh

“the floor rests. Ido not consider this portion of the bulldmgt ‘

safe for the purposes for which-it was designed. This room is
Iocated in the 4th story‘above the basement. I do not consider
the upper flight of the eentral stairssafe, they are narrow and very
steep, have frequently known ‘individuals to slip several stairs at}
once, when no crowd was present; have slipped two or. three

times thus myaelf I do not consider this building well and sub-?

stantially constructed ;- however, I am neither. a n;e_chanle nor,
“engineer, and tay not “be considered a competent judge. I do
not know whether ‘the foundatlons ‘were well laid or not. The}
walls are cracked” both within and without: The cracks of the

inner walls have been plastered up; it has been built nearly /

three years; it ~was nof substanhally built, T suppose, because
built in haste, and for want of funds sufficient to camy out the.
plan of the whole building ; do not know the full amount of, the

several approprlatlons for the bulldlng, 1 beheve they amounted?

fo from $25 000-to $28, 000 These funds were not all ‘used for

"y

the erection of a bulldlng to be used excluswely for, the school

A residence for - the pmnclpal and the Janitor were mcluded ;.
these appendages were not pelhaps necessary, but convement m:
many respects ; had these been left out, I think the fands

would: have been sufficient to ensure - the stablhty of “the biil-

ding; ‘the interests of the school, in my opinion, suffered

by this diversion- of the funds; it Was planned by Mr. Geo.
& Péunchard; as archl’seet under the" dlrectlon, as T understand

ofsthe principal, subject. to:the apploval of: the Executive Comw-"

m;t\tﬂeg, T:do:-not:know: by whoth. the: contraets were ‘given:outy

]%:f»qusersﬁqui there was: oppositien: te. this: plan;; - think: this:
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building is not as well ventilated as is desirable for a Normal
School ; the school opened in December, 1848 ; its objecfs, as
defined by its founders, are “the instruction and practice of
teachers in the science of education and the art of teaching.”

To secure these objects there is a course of study, which all who

graduate are required to master ; the students likewise receive

lectures on the details of teachmg, and on general education.

The special instruction upon these subjects is given by the super-

intendent of the experlmental school, to which every member of

the graduating class is sent to pmctieé A recitation is also

_ heard daily for six weeks, i the “theory and practice of teaching.”
The principal does not engage in this duty. -I do not know his
reasons. This is as far as my knowledge extends, generally re-
garded as the appropriate field, of the head of such an In-
stitution; there are “about two hundred pupils now in the
school ; 1 have mnot in mmd the exact number. The repre-
sentation from the various counties is not, in general, in
accordance with the preseribed ratio. The eastern counties ‘have
the largest ‘numbet of pupils in the school. /The eounty of
Albany has had the largest, representation for several terms past.

' This has not always beern the case; it was different in the earlier .
pemod durmg which the school bas existed.  The principal, at
that time, was the late David P. Page. The representation was
then better kept up I suppose by the agency of the county super-.
mtendents and by that of the late principal, who was abroad
much of the time during the vacations lecturing to the people.
This course is not now pursued. Some of the pupﬂs from Al-

'bany county have not been employed. as teachers ;- some have
taught for short perlodq others are now engaged in the sehools
of this: county. This 1nequahty of representatlon might. be re- -
'medled I think, by the operatlon of the same causes which
tormerly seeured a more general representatlon The number,
names and dtmes of the Board of Instruction will' be found by
reference to thelast annual  report of. executive. ‘committee now
before the Leglslature The number of hours dunng which the.
teachers are engaged is, on the average, about five. - ~The pro-/', '
gramme in the report exhibl‘cs ‘the time table of' the school
Some of | these teachers have exira dutles to perform, for which
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they are paid. The teachers, as will be seen by reference to the
programme, are generally wholly occupied in-school duties at the
regular hours. The principal has ‘published several books on
mathematical scienee since his connection with the institution.
. I do not know Wheﬂier he has employed students to correct his
proof sheets or not during school hours. I have seen the princi-
pal himself engaged. in this at such a time. I do not. know
whether he has ever employed students as agents. He has used
the influence of his position to secure the adoption of his own
books into the school contrary to the opinions of some of his as-
sociates. I thmk Normal Sohoo]s, for the special training of
‘teachers, t be of the' hlghest importance to the State. 1 deem -
them the most important of the higher institutions of a State, and
1nd1apensable to the efficiency and success of common schools.
" The principal is sometimes absent from the-institution durmg
term time. I do not know on what business ; sometimes I know
he has been absent on account of the sickness of his friends. I
“have heard several of the teachers complain of his absence dur-
ing session hours and durmg term tlme Mr. 8..T. Bowen and
Mr: Clark so complain. I have so complained myself I have
 heard Mr. 8. T. Bo wensay he should speak to the prmmpal about
his absence.

The above are true answers to the questlons ploposed by the
commltuee of mvestlgatlon, to the best.of my knowledge : and be-\
lief. _ C . Wwu. F. PHELPS

ANSWER oF MR W W CLARK

Mr Clark anSWers the inguiries of the committee on. colleges,
academles and common schools as follows: Is not now connected
with the Normal School; was from the commencement for about
six years and a half w1th Prof. Page and Perkms was not press
-ent at the public exhibition, but has been there several times at
closing exercises; Is acquainted with the room used -on such
occasions .and does not consider it a suitable room for such occa-
sions; ingress and ‘egress unsafe in case of panic. - The contracts
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were let to responsible conttactors, but the contracts Were defec-
tive in mot specifying for such a sized building; don’t think the
building was well built; foundation was laid in blue elay, an‘&
for that sized building don’t think the foundation was sufficient.

Prof. Pei‘kin's drew a plan afterwards corrécted by an architect;
bids were asked and contract was let for §25,000 and from $3,000
to $5,000 was appropriated afterwards. The building was built

expressly for a Normal School bulldmg ; the plan for Professor’s

‘residence was at his own instance submitted to by the executlve/

‘committee ; don’t think the State contemplated furnishing a resi-
dence for the Professor; thinks it would cost about §5,000 extra
for making such residence; occupies two stories of the bmldmg,
lS of cpinion ‘that these extras for benefit of Professor was. an
improper diversion of the funds of the institution, and that the

school has suffered in consequence thereof; executive commltteo

gave out contracts. Says he opposed havmg the remdence con—
nected with the institution ; execntive committee urged same but
_ the Professor would not consent and induced executive commlt-
tee to consent to same. Perking got up the plan of ventxlauon 3

thlnks it not Dropeﬂy ventllated and the p]an is a failure; WdHS :

are hollow.

The design of the institution was to educate teachers for the
common schools of the State of N ew-York. Plan of representa—
tion is for ach county twice as many scholars as representatlves
in Assembly Principal-has but little comparatively to do Wlth

teaching ; does not consider him an educational man; only asa

mathematician ; has only one class occupying 45 minutes ; has
nothing else to do with school duties; think
“sure hours than he cught to have; thinks th

e, has more- lej-
er teachers oc-

cupy or are engaged. in sehool duties fall time: ~ A158; that Prof.’
P’s health is not sufficient for his- position, 4nd eonsiders him un- .

fit for the place,and that the eharaéter of the school is depreci-
. ating under the present ahagement; &e.; and that the charac-
ter of the schocl under a- more competent principal would be of
great importance to thé common $ehool system. In the first sta=-
ges or history of the sahool, néarly every county was represented ;
they are- not now. - Individuals were fnet-admitted formerly with:
out being duly appointed.

&
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Prof. Perkins, to keep up the credit of the sehool, proposed to
executive committee to fill up vacancies from Albany eounty,-or
other counties that desired to send; greater proportion of ap-. -
pointments were from ecity and county of Albany ; Perkins has
never made extra efforts to induce students from distant parts of
the State ; Prof. Page formerly done so, and endeavored to keep
a legal representation; thinks scores of pupils from Albany
county have received instruction from said Institution and never
have been or designed tobe teachers ; large proportion of same are .
females, and have not the inclination or ability to go through the
rigid course of under teachers and graduate. In their attempts
at classification the under teachers have ever strove more for
rigidity than the prineipal. A just ratio of representa‘tlon can
only be remedied by the principal’s going into the eonftry and
meeting with common sehool teachers’ institutes, &ec. .. At the first
stages of the school there was a greater proportion of intelligent
pupils and practlcal teachers, more advanced in years, than at
present; are nine teachers in school, and thinks a less number
would not be sufficient ; thinks the Professor occupies term time
of school in His own pnvate business ; thinks he urges his own
productions upon the school nnwarrantably ; thinks it has ot
now the character as a school that it had under its' former prin-
cipal. His (Perkin’s) absence from school caused the under-
teachers trouble, and was a cause of some remark; was rarely to
be found in his room, except about the time for hls recltatmn H
it is not the habit of the pr esent prmmpal to visit the pupﬂs, o,r

-their boardmv houses.
' WM. W. CLARK.,

ANSWERS OF MESSRS. BOWEN AND W'EBE"
Answers to questlons proposed by the commlttee and sent to

Mr. Phelps by the Hon. D. M. Lawrence, one of the members of
the commlttee The answers are numberéd as the questxons a,re

1. T am .
2 Smce its first orgamzatlon, December 18 1844

3. I was present.
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4. There was.

-5. The settling of the floor of the room in which the éxefcises
- were held, accompanied by some sounds. ‘

6.1 sﬁpposed at the time, by the setﬂing tbgethei' of the tim-
bers. I have since been informed that one of the timbers had
partlally given way. )

- 8. In the fourth story above the basement
9. I should think sufﬁclently s0 for ‘ordinary occasions.’
712 The walls of the building are eracked in some places

, 13, It was first occupied by the school in J uly, 1849. It was
completed about that time. u e

16. 1 suppose it was not.

- 17. For a residence for the pr1n01pa1 of the 1nst1tut10n, and
rooms for a 3an1t01 and hlS family.

18 The executlve committee must have deemed them neces—
' sary If not necessary, they are certamly convenient. B

"19. It might perhaps have remdered the bulldmg more sub—
stantlal had it been employed for that purpose, and not for orna-
ment or other purposes. :

20. T'am not aware that they were.

24, The Ventllatlon and arrangement of the bulldmg perhaps
might be 1mproved but I think they will compare favorably Wlth
those of most buildings designed for a SLmﬂar object.

25. The school went into operation on the 18th of December,
1844. Its object as defined by its founders, -is ¢ the instruction
and practice of teachers in the science of education and the art of
- teaching.” . o o e -

26. All the pupils Who graduate are requlred to complete a
preacrlbed course of study They also receive speclal instrue-
tion in the art of’ teacﬁmg, by means of lectures on’ methods of
teachlng, and " recitations in Page’s ¢ Theory and Practice of
Teaching.” Connected with the Institution is an experimental
school, composed of nearly one hundred seholars of various ages.
This school is taught prlnclpally Dby the members of the gradu— ‘
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ating’ class. Here all who graduate: are i‘equi‘r'ed to test ‘fheir
.ability to apply to practice the instl"ueti”Ons they have réceitfedf
27. In a measure upon all the teachers Puplls, dur'ng reox—
tatlon, are frequently asked how they would impart to the young
* the facts and prmclples they aré acqmrmg Some of the teachers

subject is given ’oy the supertntendent of the expeuvnental school

- 28. The prineipal is not much employed in glvmg mstructlon
in this department One reason I suppose is, that that duty is
aSSIgned to others. If ‘the plmmpal exercises a superv1s1on over
all the departments of the school, he cantiot’ well be conﬁned to
- elass exercises:. o e :

29. I do think him capable of glvmg proﬁtable mstructlon to
the students in this department.”

30. It depends, I think, upon circumstances. ' o

31. Two hundred and twelve. o

34. I believe the counties haye never been equally represent—
ed since the organlzatlon ‘of the school. The representatlon, I
) thmk  was formerly more equal than at present

35 The first prmclpal of the school was the late Dawd P Page -

36. The county superrntendents in connectlon v.uth Teachers’
Tustitutes doubtless contﬂbuted materlally towards a more full
and equal representation. L LN enaaT dn drafn FU

38 Most of those Who graduate do

"9 Doubtless the ob;ect for whleh the school was estabhshed
Awould ‘be: more eﬂ'ectually secured if all the. countles were. pro;;r—~
erly represented It is true, however, | that the. graduates de noty
as a general thing, teach in the.counties from which they: come.:
They go wherever there i isa demand Some from Albany eoun-
ty have gone to other counties to teach whlle a-few from other;
countles are teaching in Albany

{Aﬂsembly No. 119] S8
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- 40. The best remedy I know of would be the restoration of the
office of ecunty:-superintendent, or .the substitution of the effice
of assemb“‘ distriet s'lpeuntendent ' \ ‘
‘ 41 For the number, names, and duties of the present ooard of
mstmctmr, I beg lea,ve to refer you to the dnnual report. of‘ the .
executlve commlttee now before th‘ Tieg ‘
42 The program, as pubhshed in the 1eport above referred to,
' aﬁswers this questron

43 Some have extravd;utles j' IR
, 44 I thmk as.a. general thmg, they ale employed in duties
connected with the school.. st i

? o i

45. T believe he has prepared some mathematlcal Works for
pubhcation o 8
46. I do not know that he has
47. I do not. TS
48. 1do not know. ‘ )
49. Not to my knowledge ATDET SRR BEREL
B0, 1 regard the 1 10
mon sehool systé able ;
¢y of our schools. Tnstitutions devoted"excluswely fo the prepa—

ration of teachers.I consider the only means of elevatlng the ¢har-
aeter of common school mstructlon througheut the State

51 The pnncrpal is Seldom a,bsent from the school Except’
in eases of sickness of himself or famﬂy I:think he hasnéver béen.
absent to.exceed three days at a tlme (

.....

© 52. Ido not know that I have ever heard any of the teachera
complain of the prmclpal’s absence front duty ‘T'have heard Ml

Phelps: complam that'he' could ot “find him'in‘the building: ¥
have in 6ne or two mstances eo eomplamedi' myeelf “He' mrght ‘
hewever, ha eerl engaged’ i Ae commlttee, or in’
proeurmg boeks for the institutio or' in @ ecting” carpemﬁers m
répairs, ‘ot in” ‘other duties cennected h'the mﬁhtution '

I wonld like to be excused from answering qvemons 7 14 15
21 and 23, relating to the construdtion and stabrhtv of the build-
ing, the amount of money approprlated &c.,\ae Tam not informed
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in regard to those matters ; also, the 32d and 33d, relating to the
distribution of pupils among the different counties. The register
Is in possession of the prineipal, who can more easily give you
the desired information.

To the truth of the above answers I am willing if desired, to
certify before a commissioner.

SILAS T. BOWEN.

I fully concur in the above answers, and am willing to <certify
to the same.

SUMNER C. WEBB.





