





Dear Geoff:
Here is the Pierce Autobiography.

As you can see the paper is poor, and this appears to
be a draft with various corrections on it.

I found it very illuminating in various ways: her
education in the common schools, her summary of the Normal
School education in the 1880s, her relationship with Draper
which led to her appointment, her shift to the Practice
School in 1890 when the place became a College, the origins
of her work as a Dean of Women, her national prominence, the
origins of College housing in 1918, and her strong religious
motivations.

You may want to keep Luther Andrews’ note about the
provenance of the document. Let me know if you found

another copy in the files. (

3-7-94 Ken Birr -
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Susan $1oan Pierce ,
_ i o W?

born on February 7 1776 in the town oi Ammagh

3
o .,\\‘ ‘1

Ireland and. died in Worcester New York on No'eq?er 9 1870

A -

<

'Rache] MoMinn was born on January 12, 1791 in ghe town of

‘

' Dﬂrngannon, bountv of Tyrone, and died at Union Genter on March
8, 1874. They were of Scotch bbood They became enﬂa&ed to he'

N

e, married, and bamuel came to America 1n 1806 to get a sbart |h

worlq,promising to retﬁthor Rachel when-he ccould. In §

years he kept his pfomise. LThey wef; marfied’on April 6, i{
.and u&il@d on. June 1 of that year for their new home. It was
during the War of l812 and thelv vessel was Captured by tha
.Britlsh and 1anded at Halifax, Nova Scotia, instead of at

. New York Remainlng there three years, they made their. way to
Ar#yle fashington Cqunty New York where they found a aettle~f*{\
menb of, Scotch-]rxsh, Two of their Lwelve children were born
in Halifax but the other ten were born in Aggyle or noar—by

-Salem.‘ From Argyle the famllv moved to Worcester otsego mhu

Count,» va York, on April 1 lBZb. 6“\ L: | - “';r-<?{;:

. It was in Worcoster New York that wy mother became ac«”

quainted-with Edmund Pierce, aon of Isaac ana Matilda Babcack
. \ A
Pierce "and marrled him June 15 18o4 ﬁoth Issac Pieroe and

WOLe. born 2} d*rearedwin Qt%egowgh

AR it

hmamwﬁ£a4Mm@&k&%@ﬁabcmbk Pierc»

vmvu aawa'




. and I have no knowledge of any of them except omne sister,

© Bligabeth Babcock Holden, whose u@@ davghters were known to us

&

pamts. B9

his wingMatilda Babcock Plercepwere born and reared in Otgego
County, New York, but I am sorry to say any record of their

parents is lacking. Gremdmother Pierce was one of ten children

as "Amntig“ Hartwell'an& "Aunti e Belknaps' It was thé latter
who had connection with a wealthy family in New York whose old
clothes she sant’uwthar for- help in clothing me. How often I
wished that jq@t onece $ conld have 6 dress made fromloloth pur-
chased for that purpose instead of the madewéver dresses of

beautiful material much better than the other children hw%,ébY?'

-

‘TWQR any child will tell you what a cross to bear .is beimg dif f@¥-

ﬁ%Went in any way‘from onels youthful friendé. .

My father being an only son feit obligated ﬁo live at home
and there he tookflother. Soon after ;t;heir marriage Grandfather
decided to move to Golasville, Broome Cpunty, New York, which
was quite an undertaking fof there was no>tranépqrtation other
than by horse end wagon and driving all live stock on foof. My
older brother was born in Colesville. When he was a&ouﬁ féur
years old ,~ {'e;ther )urgecl by my motheE decided .t(.).’ leave home and
went into business with Uncle William Sloan, my mother's brother)

in Worcester, New York. TFather did not make s successful
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merchant as he could not stand up to & customer in the interests‘

| return the lamp because she could not afiord to keep it since

e
i

of the business. If, as really happened a customer bought 8

kerosene lamp and & gallon of kerpsene and a Vear later came %o

the whole gallon of kerosene had been used f(ther wgfunded ‘the
purchase price. Uncle William and Father dissolved partnership
and 15 1869 Father puréhased a farm four miles from Worcester
village in Degatur. ‘

" Meantime, I had béen'born Septenber 18, 1866, and in 1868
twin hoys, one ;f ¥hom died before his second year. They had
made a comfortable demstment tohlife on this fdrm when Father's
mother died in October, 1873, in Union Center, where Grandfather
had moved shortly'afterlj@ther went to Worcester to live.. Be-
cause of family and other matters,/father went alone to the
funeral. When he:returned he brought the bad news of his pgree~
ment to return to his father;a home and care for him and a
maiden aunt. As can be imagined, this was not an aryanganent

!

agresable to’MPther, but those were the‘days when wives sub-

mitted to husband's plana,and in late October. 1873,‘our home

became & farm in Unlon Center, Broome County, New York.

I was seven years 0ld and had never been in schooi but

this does not mean myyeducation had not been given attention.




‘religiuuw'papers and thé Bible. Mother read to us and very

g small rolling pins, breadboards, cooky cubters, etc. One Y&
apquirement was that we must eat what we made. There was never

any waste in our familyé One of the lost means-of-edusation———

£ | ,
fis was cusbtomary B those days, a child must learn hismleﬁters.A
Mother considered this. the only way to teach readingg first to
know the letters and then laboriously to name the letters in
each wordh and then to be told thefwofd: I have heard that the
Process bv which I learned to read) after knowing the letter%
was to follow Mother about the house as she &é&ﬁm& and spell

the words. If, for any reason, she pald no attentloq,l would .
spell W-H-A-T over‘and over ending with "Huh" until I got the
word What or any other word I'needéd to know. Thus my a&ucation
began in these early yeatrs in my home. I canpot remember. when
we did %ot‘have the ﬁéekly publication called "The Youth's
Companion}" which covered a wide fié;d of youthfuiAintereshs in-,

a helpful , sensible, and dignified way. Also we had certain

early I preierred to re&d for myself. Cur farm home was at &
di%tance from neighbors and these with few-children, 80 that we
were throWn'more or less upon our own resources. One result of
this was that we shared the home. activities.' "Whenever Mother

baked ple, calke, bread, or whatever it mlght be, we had ougloWh

[
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for children is the too generous supply of "ready-madé" in evéry

field ofvfdod and clothing. : I never wore & pair of stockinge

bought at & store until I was & bi@ gir] " No wonder Mother had
to learn to read while knitting or there could have been Llittle
reading with five pairs of feet to cover. My formal education-

. began when the family moved to Union Genter in 1873 " The one-

teacher rural school was not far from hOme. where were bwo term: .

& year: one for the big boya and girls, November Februury, with|.

a man teacher, and one for youn#er children May-August w1th a
| | - woman teacher. I began the winter term in Novemb63[373 but*

i S L mps and whoéping~cough prevented nw att ndance beyond the

first we@ks. We were classified according to the r@ader, an& |
as 1t was m& firsb experience naturally it was the First Reader ;
1 took to,sahool. Mr. Smith the teaaher, sent word to Father NE = sy
that another reader was naeded. As I had m@morized all of the N «: ; ” . ;

first reader it therefora happened that the Third Reader was

provided. The pupils in the Thlrd Reader were boys all older‘ﬁﬁaﬂ
than'I,.so that I became an easyvmark for their teasing. I was
ﬁ greenhorn and dild not xnow how to probéct‘myself,'but‘1ater I

learned.

. ] . ) . . ] ‘ lb, N .
P ) ' , ~ For the next five years l§fe was without variety except

) thab”iwygée the acquainténce of-deaﬁgﬁmgggqumothggiSlq&g and




guffering. This left Mother with a dependent maiaen aunt , three

management, and the help‘of relatives who sent us used clothing,

6

"

Grandfather Pierce, both of whom lived with‘ﬁs, died, andfinAthem<

gpring of 1878 Father died. During practically his whole life he|

had‘suffered from seﬁere‘headachea,.and at 66 he escaped further

children and a farm of forby acres from which to extract a liv«

ing. That she did thls qhows what 8 marvelous person she was.

With a sense of humor that helped us.all over many bumps, good

we were never cold nor bunvry nor m&ked gnd. always a cheerful

ppbimlsm prevailed that made lib happy for us. _‘v ' o  ' N
In the fall of 18792, one of-Mother's sisters, Aﬁnt Margarei<

and her daughter 1iving in:Alﬁany, offered-té'g;ve me & home

with them.and & chance to gﬁteﬁd;Albahy_Fublic School #2 as a

pupil in the 9th grade. To appreoimte‘th@ siﬁuaﬁion, it has to"

be romembere@ that I had attended only this two~term rural school
where each ﬁeparting Leacher Teft no' racords of achievement bﬁ":‘

ﬁ%hlnd them so that there was 0o’ worry about’passing Bvery ﬁe”?‘*'

“femgp each pupil told the new teaoher_whene he belonged and as o

| @ result, I had avoided getting into the purt of Arrﬁhmetlc I AJJ‘~

M%QMnob like. Thus in ny fourhieenth year, there had been no. syﬁku_

gpptematic coverage in any-subject that the pupils in this /%lhyh”\

;;mschoolghmdmbaenmdoingmﬁormeight“yaanst~Musin;and~IZQAgL}\g




' first‘experience of being away from home. Becausé there was

Mobher and my bwmbhwra from the last of August, 1880 untilﬁﬁﬁﬁnh

had the promtse that if I paSSed the examination for a Thir& :

: an older young WOoman invited me to £0 with her to the Ins&itute

Lant buﬁ only a8 a chance to spend a week in the city, I went

4
e
s

sioti@dy, new fields of study. I never.worked harderlin

school than that year, but I kept up with the rest and stood
fourth in the class of twenty~fivé pupils. Moreover, I had my
need for economy in providing 8 oIne extra clothes, there was no

money to pay for wialhs back and. forth 80 that 'I diﬁ not see

AN

in July, wel. . . . | /
There was novpdesibiiiﬁyfof wy hg&iﬁé four. years in high
sbhool, and sé the next yaar I ﬁas at homé. To ‘pass the time I
went to the winﬁer'te&m of fhé rﬁrai:school and rehashed the
work done-in Mbany. One of the ol&ei men mf‘the comﬁunity,
interested in the young, suggast to. my mother that I apply for

the position of teaohpr for the sumner term. I did thia and

1

Grade Certificmte, the poaitmon would be mine. wwlc@ each year

an Institute was conductad to help teachers in l@arning teaching.

techniques and other maxters ﬁupposed to build up teacher morale._:

\

meeting in 31nghamton. Wlthout'seriously considering,this impor- .

e

R ¢

- and improve the qu@lity of thelr teaching. In September 18813 )-'

\

)




. May l-Avgust 18, , 1882, and carn 4

8 |
and Aattended{ every sessi'o'n ,» also taking the exe_a,minati‘on, but no£ .
even asking ;E'or‘a. ‘repor'ﬁj as my age not yet .qu"i.te fifteen, mad.e
mé ine]iéible foi“ 8 cer‘tificaté. “Bub tho sltuation was d.iffer- \
ent in March, 188«’ when again I attendea the sesaions and took

the examinaticmxfor)‘ifv swucoessful, I woudd have a Third Grade

Cowtificate end thus be alluwed to tesch the Bradley Creek School,

% o day : If you reck.on the
M time 1t will. show Just eighty deye 80 that; I ‘taught eighty &&‘]5.’
gy end. had $80v~quite an event in thie 11fe of a young pcrson who
Wil nad never before earned any money. .Yes, I passed and receivad 
the certifiecate, tﬁough'Commissioner'L. never'quité believed that
I did not see the blamfor raporting age--as really was true.
By the end of this tamn,nw'ﬁunt and @éusin again came to -
the rescue and offereque a chance to attend the Albany Sbata

N‘ormﬁl Schbolma two year course. Admi sion was an e]ementary

’ /

Regents Acaaemic thificate which I had receivcd as a g;mduate

of the Albany Public ochool #3. So consei entlous was the afore- |

t

zrmntioned School Oommimsiomr that he dated the blamk recoxmnendw‘

ihg me on my Mxteenth birthday though I was admit‘\.ed about two ‘ -
{

weeks emliar as & Junior ﬂ‘irst to the Albany State Nornml ‘School.

The course oonsmted. 1arwe1y of subject matter in }Llementary

Algebra, Plane Geometry, Iihewric"',""Grarmnax‘ Ariuuﬁetic Drming,f
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Geography , Penmans hip, a little Physics, and Chemistryi3w ﬂL)}

‘.gmwrthiCS, nd twenty weeks of practice teachin

some supervision and individual interviews if needed. Plan

de written for the first week or so and then omitted. I had &

% of two glirls in Gpography.for ten weeks and a class of -six

pin Arithwetic for ten weeks. During the first year we wer

¥ a8 Junior Firsis and Seéonds and the second year aa"se
) _

5 #ﬁﬁﬁﬂyﬂ»Firsts and Seconds. Excepﬁ for the nominal practice 4&62

Hiolime and the study of Bthics, the course was the equivalent

of a two-pear high school coursé. We'were'supposéd to
| lewdd how to teach by observing those who taught us, and as near
& had. come Whth the seme preparation as I, from small rural ¢

sagmronities, it was an education to he in the capital city and

gr&du@.tes Miss Kate Stonem@.ry who was & graduate of 1866,‘wa9
one of these teachers. ‘She taught Geography, ﬁrawing and

Penmanship, and ab the same time Sfudied Law. A special act of
the Legislaturé had to be passed to permit her admissioﬁ to the

Bar since she was & woman. She was an ardent suffraglst and -

considered peculiar--"Why should womeﬁ ha&e the votel" Mige
. ﬁl 1'

Stoneman is quoted as sayingb»w

ﬂﬁ@ meet, teachers of real worth though few of them were college '

ng with
s kpav@%'
elass
ol
e m,lé\ﬂﬁfilb

e

AT \m\n%
tr that

legvn
1y &l
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o

b fl b would be'a good thing if é«(!7

ORI

EYSS.

ﬁ&ﬁﬂ the men could be placod en the top of the Capitol and the

\

ladder mmove.d ’?




ﬁj‘?o)n June 26, 1884, I was glven & diploma which licensed me to ..

10

' /

‘Dr. Bdward ¥. W&tyer"burv died. He had been Premdent since

e dency was hJ.S convinc,lng, the Legislature that 4 Lodgae Street

-we n0t wulted to,its purpose and the appropr:mation ior the ?LM"’C

teach in the schools of the State of New York. In Auglist 1889,

S@ptembér' 1882. One of the notable accomplishments of his "N(’w“ C

mp-of site ond erection of & building on Willett Street} A

s
hmm’;

lﬂ) \QJ\"‘\

‘ statement of historical matter I shall return to the

the other teacher & man. I‘o was o W’Lnter term The building

was old and was replaced before the end of the sixteen weeks by

\

. ki
. be instr‘ucted If I remembeg there were nea,rly thlrty of these

groups and each could be g,lven only abou‘u fiﬁteen mx}nutes part
of which time was devoted to getting order and a’o‘centiox}. I

X

s Window in the new buildlng on  Willett Straet S With ‘{

| ~4wdem.0f my.graduation and recount my second experience as a ”{“Q

~mias: wo occuoted in the fall of. 188£> Anot;her activity was “‘,\\S
%mpreparing and pubnshing, a history oi graduates of 'the NW\W\M\
L .School :from itse orgamlmtmn in 1845 to 1%86, and his {G(}U\V‘W“g

A glfts from ‘the Alwnm for the erection of a $6,000 . E“\@’MQ“‘(’\‘?‘“L

}t“g.
Hiwae

R the position of second teacher in a two«tea’cher rural school, -

a new one. I had a class room into which were sent the classe° to " )

me@wW 

, : | ‘
Having been away from home, the family desired me to £@¢ WYl
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October 20, 1884, %o February 17, 1885. Condiﬁions ovef which.ﬁgaf

had no control weré partly ot fault. | . | |
| Soon after the close of this term, a friend told me of a
vacancy in the position of precepiress in Lisle Academy about
twenty miles north of Binghamton , New York, and suggeéted I
apply. She gave me the.namevoflﬁhe Pfésident of the Board. TA“Q“

A letter was written‘and the position was mine. Here the CIQT]QS :

e were those of a classroom teacher to whom cl@sses came to bﬁ,
¥y instructed. The atmosphere was pheasant and thg work occupied
fully the hours of the school day, 9-12 and 1-4.. Rhetorid,
Botany, Bookkeeping, Amerigan History, Algebra, both elementary
and advanced, and»Geométry. My pupils were about my 6wn ége.
The haﬁf@b be ﬁrep&rad to take Regents Examinations. Compare
thié load with prasent—day practices.‘ Now a high school teacher
in New York Stmﬁe Gonéentratea;éﬁ one subjact as & majorvand

another as a minor and her license permits her to teach only

these witbjects with & few exceptions. She spends hours , months ,.
o
%

years, in preparation mndlin'her first year of teaching may re- .

ceive $1200 to' $1500 in payment. I received $7 a week or $280

.6o¥h forty weeks' work, but my‘pfeparatidn had not been so costly Mgt

¥ so thorough.

At the end of the term I was offered the position for the

.

next year;-1885-1886, and accepted it.. -

-




'._ the Board of Trustees of the State‘Normal.School. As a former

to come at the right time; for Dr. Waberbury found me teaching

12

| Iocky 18 the man or woman who has frrends. This is especiaJ

true in my case. It seemed to be 8o even béfore I realized the

need of help. While teaching‘in Lisle, my cousin, Andrew Sioan

Draper, wog elected to the pogitioh_of State Superintendent of- 5 :
|

Public Instruction, April 7, 1886. (Later this position became |

the New York State Commissioner of Educaticn.b Also/he was on

pupil of Dr;'Waterbury in the Alhany Boys Academy, he wes in a
position to talk with President Waterbury about his young cousin
who was teaching'in Ligle Academy‘_ The result of thie was a

letter to me from Dr. Draper, saying that Dr. Waterbury was

enough interested in me to visit Lisle tb discover‘th@,posslbilé

ities of my being useful in my Alma Mater: bmnepvisitihappen@d

Algebra; a subject in which he was particularly interested, end |

the class of seventéen.was largé @nough'to test my ebility to

nanage a group of students. Tvidently a conference followed for

I was advised that becamee of my youth it‘wouid be well to acceph

the position in Lisle for emother year provided they would in-

crease my pay from $7 o $10 & week. The po&ition.wés offéred;.

but the request for an increase was met by the statmafih that

they never had paid and could not now afford to‘pay‘more than

! .
\

Ly



ﬁhe $7. 'Whérefore, T went home the last of=June with novjdb

“at g qalary of $500 per yeqr to commence at the opening of the

 the appointment and adding, "You will be needed hercSeptémber 1538

pre s
.

13
.
ahead. Mother, in her usual way of meéting situations; said that
80 ]ong 88 there was the home I would have foo&d mnd & rooi over

my head. on July ?5 a 1ettar came from Dr. Draper saying, "You

2

were yeﬁterduy appointed by the LxeCuLive Committee if the Alvany -

i

school in September. You will please make your arrangemenbs

accordingly .t

A day later ohe was received fwom Dr. Waterbﬁry'telling.of

Please let we know of your acceptance of the position. I con-
\ v A _ _ ,
gratulata you.">

Therefore, early September found me in Albanv Dr Natevbury's'

office was small. I sat on one side of a large desk and the 1&0 ,ﬂwll.

& o penman I was not very satisfactory since all records, letters, geindi

documents of every kind were wriiten in.longhand:_ The day of thp |

stenographer and typewriter hmd not come. to the Normal School in

1886 - 1 have no very cie%r memory of the detalls of the offiéa..

Normal School as a relief t eacher and secretary touthe'presidpnu,’

Wdent on the other. My dutlies were not arduous as a secretary. '/%g

1

I acted ag 8 mesqenper t%uphb somb classes, und enJoyed the nejr~

ness Lo Mrs. Waterbury and her daughber. One door of the offic




u

10pene& directly. inﬁo the residence of the‘president. It~was no

.uncommon thing for Mrsu Waterbury to open the door and lndlcat@

that I was invited in to enjoy a anack, to see a new dPeS%, or
Just for an exhhange of words about this'and that. Thare was &
kindliness and fatherly inherest that included the whole faculty

All of them at that time were gra@u&tes of the sohool 1ncludlng

| Dr Waterbury himself.

At the end of bhe year I raceived an extra check for $1OO
which was glven to me, it was explained,,bGGQU§e(I had earne& it
Natufally £hié,.wi£h the assurgﬁce of{?étdrning_in Sebtember,
gent me home»feeling‘that 1ife was a very pleasant experience.

Barly in September, 1887; I received the.fdllowing.letter

written by Dr. David Murray, Séqretary of the Trustéed ofuthe

Normal School, "I em directgd by thé Exécumiv§'Comm1ttee of the
Normgl School éb Albaﬁy to notif& &ou that at azﬁeebing‘held _
SepfemberVIO} 1887, j&a‘w&re'appoipﬁed'a-ﬁemﬁer of thé’Faculty
of sald School aﬁ a salary of $?OO for'ﬁhé year , comﬁencing,
Septenmer 14, 1887.4 o |
Thiq appointment gave me the stabus of a teacher, and fof"
the next two yearsvthﬁre was little'change in my life. I taughty -

some Algebra and Geometry classes, a class. in Rhetoric, and one}

,.udima@tadw@@Wardawhe%pmng“bhﬁmyvﬂﬁgwféacﬁerlunaerstand'Eommom
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fractions 5nd improve her a@@lity‘tb t each them." In this class
we askéd tyhy' about every rule. For eﬂampie} in dividing a
fraction by a fraction'ﬂgx invert the terms of the divisor and
then proceed as iﬁ the muliiplication of a,f?action by & fractioh.

; ,‘ - In Augest, 1889, Dr. Bdward P. Waterbury died. He bad been| |
| Pfesidént since September, 1882. One éf the notable accomplish« .
ménéﬁ of his presidency wes bisfcon&incing the'Lagisléture that

4 Lodge Street was not suited to its puipose_and the appropria-~

tion for the purohaée'of site and eractioh of & buiiding on
Willett Street, which was occupied in the fall of 1885. Another)

actiplty was his preparing and publishing a hiétory of grafdabbs

of the Normal School from its organization in 1845 to 1886, and
“his securing £ifte frém the Alumni for the Qr;cﬁion éf a $5,QOO
i v Memorial Window in the.new biilding on W;llet£ Street. Working |
on these pfojeats with Drs Waterbury gaﬁe meﬂthe ideé ﬁhat the“
"Alumni of a school were aagetspﬁd‘£he schﬁélvas well as that thti

development of the school was an asset to the Alumni in thab

their status hinged on that of the school. His success with

them also proved that Alumni of a g%ate.nsupported\échool conld
| | and would belp in making the school better serve 1ts purpose.

Dr. Williem J. Wilne whose work in Geneseo State Normal

School had been outstanding, together with his other actiViuieﬁ
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made hms seleotxon Lo the presidency a wiae one. f -

In 1890 the Stabe Normal School becama the State Normal
follege. Admission requirements were changed, and the new puf«
posé of the college becéme "the tralningfbf'iﬂ:b eﬁréllment
exclusively in the art end science Of‘teéchiné."l'Thislme&nt
changes in the facu1ty. My work norlongéf fi%ted Into the
plan, and Dr. Milne advised that I p£épare for ﬁork‘in the prac-

tice 8chool. o do this I was given a'year‘s leave of absence

without pay and in'SethMbér of 1890 I went to tlhe Oswego State

Normal Bchool to observe and study the work of their practice
school, to take gome courses given these in Ghild éﬁudy and

Ps ychologz)and to attend sessions of crltielsm given by those
working with practlce teachers. Dr» Milne wrote Lo me while

there, "IL-want you to see something of all the work that is

done and bring home as muoh a8 yow can that we. can make nse

‘Perhaps it is fitting here to explain thé reason for my

golng to Oswego Normal School rather'thanfone of the others.

t Dr. Sheldon,'President' waqxa fol]ower of the Peétalozzian
'method which is based on.the study of children and nature

“rather than on books. He had gathered a faculty in accordance

Witk the - tHeeFyof TUEIHE objeo%évlﬁstaaa (e T I K teREhIRE

T
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ESE SRR,

. ¢luding all grades from kindefgarben throught‘a foui~yeaf high

17

children. It was to be my privilege to bring thle viewpoint to

my work in the practice school of Albany State Normsl Schadl.

At the end of the term in Jaary, Dr. Milne advised me to

-

return to Albany and become an observer in’oup'praotice school.

In September, 1891, there was established a practice school in-

school.  Ilbecame principal of the primaxy d.mpmf\;memh, whioh
consisted of grades 1-6, A full-time teacher was employed to X
teach the fir{t grade, but practice tegchers taught the other

. B

four with thoroughly prepared supervisors or citics to direct

th@ir work. T r@tainéd this pokition from 1891—1909 when all

T A e e e e

the departments below the htgh school were closed, a8, the school
had in 1908 become'a four~year college conferring the degrees

of A.VB. and B. 8. and preparing only high schébl teachers.
This meﬂnﬂ another change 1n’my‘étatU$.on the.facﬁltv;.

- B0 far in the hxstory of th@ oollege‘therexﬁad been no one
aﬁsigned to the excluuive care oI btudent welfare. One of th@ .
women teachers had had the chore of inspoctlng plaoes offered
for x%géand boar&lng our atudents and of helplng students
to find these homes. There had been only nominal oversight of
either rooms or sﬁudents_thereaiter. Such.inspection_ana super-

vision were now assigned to me és’well ag the granting of excuses

L S A W ATV, KRN S e

lor absences and conduching two classps in methods of teaching :




| the grateful acknowledgment of the college and had'been rewarded

{ by the conferring of the honorary degree of Master of'Pedagogy. )

'feducation your devotlon to hlgh, scholarly purposes, your own

“{nized by your Alma Mater."

“among the students had not developed to any greamt extent, but

| Soram Rﬁwtmc,her Presidem, conferred. it with these words ,
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elementary subjects. Thﬁse courses were 6dnsidefed.ValuabL@?fpf
any who mightrﬂecomé.the pfincipal of a sbhool 'having grades as
well as é high school departmént. At this time the social life
there wgs_an increasing demand'aﬁong them to havé dancéﬁ and.the :
affairs needing a central of fice in whio? to register‘them. Oﬁef~
ating this clearing house'became a part;of my day‘s wdrk. Gradﬁ*
ally the studentu began ca]llng ‘me "Dean Pierce" and the college
mtalogum*oalled me "Dean of Women"hm but it was not until 1924

that I was officially appoxnte& to that position. -Ilheld 1t
until myvretiremént in 1933. ' “

Préviously, in 1920,'mytwork among the students had received
Pr. Harlan H. Homer, Dean,-presenﬁed me fof the'degrée aﬁd Dr.
"Your loyal and faithful and fruitful service to. bhe cause of '

ﬂ;‘muwﬂmﬁ pursuit of knowie&ge; your solid achievements as &

follower and emulation Mé??byon that grcat pionear in the educa~

tion of women your wisdom and your worth are her an& now recog»

~
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During the years of‘inépecting vouding hovses, I Decame
conyinced that the work of preparing teéchers was only half done
whien no places were provided to give the pxospecti%e teahhers
satisfactory preparation socially.

In 1918, Miss Marien Syddum Vah'Lie&, in charge of the
Department of Home Heonomics in ﬁhe College, on her own respon-
gibility and at- her QWn.expense esﬁ&bl;shed Sfadum Hall for the
gtudents in her depmrtmeﬁt. Biahpp.Gibbons opened Newmah Hall
for Catholic giriﬁs; and with my help the College Y. W. C. A.

opened Y House and inten&orufity council established a rle

‘_that no sorority could be recégnized that 4id not maintain a

house. ALl this made for.progress, but there wasghtill no
direct control by‘bhé College of these housing projects. Ih
1921, I suggested that the Alumni of the College could do some-
thing abéut i%. The local group agreed to assume the expense
of & cempaign to raise $300,000 for a dormitory, and this bégan
in the wintef of 1922. 1In the fall of 1935, the Alumni Halls
of Residence weré opened, consisting of a maiﬁ‘hall and four
cottages and housing 162 girls. Because they gave credit for‘
the success of the progect to my pugnacious,and continved ef~

fort during its early days when thexe was need‘éﬁ'emcourage~

nent , the Alumni Association named the hall for me. May I say

¥




- would be a residence hall some day. &7

: propefty.acquired:so that new Alumni-owned and operated halls
| house more than 300 students.ﬁ%%stablishing standards for the

‘ poé%ion of deans of women was another activity that seemed im-

20
in paaéing,thét there were others who stayed by even iu. the early
days when the dream of a hall large enough to be really helpful
ng in.the balance. It was hard to convince many that private
servicg for d‘stmte—supported ingtitibion was not out of order.

In the lgpby of Pierce Hall now hangs a pedtrait of me,
painted by David G..Lithgow and presented by the class of 1927
for‘this purpose, proving that they ﬁelieved then that ﬁhere

[URRTS——— A

gznce 1940;w§M§%66ﬁd”&6?mff3?§whas been built and additional

portant. To make myself better able to do the wark to whtch T
was assligned, I.Dbegan bgking summney courses in Teachers College,‘
Columbia. Themw, I met wémen doing the same work, and we organe~
1;6d_a club.through which we became acguainted and exchanged

plansagf procedur%w/
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The idea of collecting reference material pewtaining to

the field of advising young momen seemed worthy of pubting into
action, and a catalog of Literature for Deans and Advisers of‘

Womwen and Glrls was complled and published in 1921, and after

being greatly enlarged was republished in 1923 and in 1930




Heed fovvetter prepﬁ?@ﬂ”l@ﬁﬁ@?ﬁ”&ﬁﬁ”Véﬁ@h@?gmﬁﬁ’ﬁﬁfﬁ“fﬁ@T&”WﬁB””“:
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a supplement ofball new material was published. This worlk-tdemon-
strated that there was ver& little Material in gxistence pertalin-
ing directly to the counselling of women stuﬂents, so in 1928 my
book on Deans and Adv;sers of Women and'Girls was published.
v In 1919, as a dean of women, I was invited to attend the
last week of & six-weeks' International Conference)ﬁ?WOmen
Physiclans, which was sponﬁbred‘by the National Board of the
Young Women's Christian Assoéiation. A result of this meeting
was an organization knoﬁﬁ ag the Women's Joundabtion for ﬁositive
Health, in which I bepaﬂm intefestéd gnd on whoge Board of
Direqtors I served‘for a nunber of years. Thug,I became dbncerngd
with the health of studéﬁts. In 1928, while Gha%rman of the
Health Committee of the National AsSoeiation of Deans of Women,
I directed a survey of the Student Health Bervice in the Unlted
States. 1In 1927 I prepared a,cataiog of 8Student Health Literature.

Religious education became anqthaf fiedd of interést. In
the Christian ﬁﬁdeavor Soclety, I saw an”opportunity to help
young people to develép practical Christian activities. I Was
fhe first president of this prgaﬁmkatﬂonlin my -own church dnd
later official_positions in the local and state.orgaumgations.‘

At the age of 13 I began teaching classes in Sunday Bchdolf?he




| leave to the trusted hands of younger women the confinuation of

apparent; The Ministerial Association of Albany invited one of ™
thelr number and me to conduct & course of six weekly meetings
for the city, half the time to;bé devoted to Biblé,Study and.
half to the discussions of méthods of teachihg. This made evi-
dent a felt reed @nong workers in the chureh schools and there
was a request for it to be conhinued. It was also apparent that
grading the courses waﬁ'necessmry} The*result was that I became
dean of a well-organized and graded'domMunity school for teaghers
and leaders, which offered diplomas fon oompihe)mﬁ of thie prow
geribed éaurseé.

Another project in which I pioneered in Albany was that of ‘
s the Girl‘Scouta. I wﬁs onethevfirst Council and am by cgurtesy,ll
of those carrying on this mosf worthwhile\activity 8till a member)

Perhaps when the endqu active work has come and one has to

the bullding of a.better workd, there is solme satisfaction in
knowing one's life has not been wholly lost. Instead of expecging
that only death can bring the beginning of eternal 1ife, perhaps

one can hope that eternal life iz not Wholly acquired in the

reglm of the angelé, but is the product of all anJs efforts,

geeal or small, to live on earth and trust God to give'chancebiw%

{

Live i Heaval:
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Dryden says$* S T e R T

Hmmyermnymm}mthmﬁhmm
He who\aan-call-ﬁoday his owns

He who, secure wilthin, can 88y ' .
Tomorrow, do thy worst, for I have lived today.

Be fair or féul, or rain or shine,

The'joys,i have péssesse&, in spite of fate, are mine.
Not heaven itself upon the past has pbwer;

But what has been has been, and T have had my hour.
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