




Dear Geoff: 

Here is the Pierce Autobiography. 

As you can see the paper is poor, and this appears to 
be a draft with various corrections on it. 

I found it very illuminating in various ways: her 
education in the common schools, her summary of the Normal 
School education in the 1880s, her relationship with Draper 
which led to her appointment, her shift to the Practice 
School in 1890 when the place became a College, the origins 
of her work as a Dean of Women, her national prominence, the 
origins of College housing in 1918, and her strong religious 
motivations. 

You may want to keep Luther Andrews' note about the 
provenance of the document. Let me know if you found 
another copy in the files. 

3-7-94 Ken Birr 
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his wif~ Matilda Babcock Pierce;y.were born and reared in Ot.llt_ego 

County, New York, b'ut I am sorry to say any record of their 

parents is lacking. Grandmother Pierce was one of ten children 

and I have no knowledge of any of tt:em except one sister, 

F.llizabeth ]abcock Holden, whose WJQ daughters were known to us 

as 11 Aunti~" Hartwell' and 11 Auntie 11 :Belknap. _It was the latter 

who ha.d connection with a wealthy family in New York whose old 
I 

s~nt 1ftVther 
' 

Glothes she for help 1~ clothing me. How often I 

wished that jus't once I could have a dress made from cloth pur-

chasecl for that purpose instead. of the made-over dresses of I 
beautiful material much better than the other children ha~ . .Jf!~ 

~ any child will tell y?u what ~ cross to bear is be:\.gg dif{12 -

~ent in any way from one 1s youthful friends. 

My father. being an only son felt obligated to live at horne 

and t,here he took tr\other. Soon after their marriage Grandfather 

decided to mo·ve to Oo.lesville, Broome Ooun ty, New York, which 

was quite an undertaking for there was no transportation other 

than by horse and wagon and driving all live stock on foot. My 

older brother was born in Colesville. When he was agout fout• 

yearr~ old,- I~ther )urged by my t\othe:J decid.ed t~ ·leave home and 

went into business with Uncle William Sloan 1 my mothe~ 1 s brother!, 

in Worcester, New York. Father did not make~ successful 
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merchan·t as ~he· could not stand up to a customer in the interests 

of the business. If, as really hE:Vppenod, a customer bough·t a 

kerosene lamp and a gallon of kerosene arid a year lat.er carne to 

return the lamp because she could not afford to keep it since 

the whole gallon of kerosene had. been used, father lf~unded ·the 
. I 

purchtHiJe price. Uncle William and Father dissolved partnership 
I 

I and in 1869 Father purchased a farm four miles from Worcester 
I 

I 

I 
.I 
I 
! 
I 

village in Depa.tur. 

Meantime,· I had b~en born Septeniber 18, 1866, and in 1868 

twin boys, one of whom died before ~is second year. They had 

made a. comforta.ble adj'u.stment to life on this farm when -.,ather's 

mother died in October., 1873, in Union Center, where Grandfather 

had moved shortly after .~ather went to Worcester to live.· Be­
·..J 

cause of' family a,nd other matters, ~Father went alone to the 
I I . 

I . ' 

:f'm1eral. When he returned he b~ought ~he 'ba~ news of h:ls agree-

ment to return to his father's home and care :f'o~ him and a 

maiden aunt. As can be iw.tgined. 1 ·this was not an arrangement 

agree~o\ble to ;J4pther, but those were the days when wives sub­

ml tted to husband 1 s plans1 and in late October, 1873, ,our home 

became a farm in Union Oenter,Broome County, New York. 

I wa.s seven yearB old and had never been in scho~l, but 

this. does not mean my.;;reducation had not 'been given attention . 
... . _,...., ....................... ~"·"~·--·"' .. -·-·-~· .. -· ... ~ ... -...... "'''"' ....... _,,.. ..·--~~·--------··-· ... ---.... ····---·~··---·-----..__, ... __ ,___...~ .... ---~·----·"' 
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• is was customary •n those days, a child must learn hil:l,,l.etters. 

Mother considered this. the only way to teach readingS first to 

lmow tht) letters and then laboriously 'to name the letters in 

each wont and then to be told the word·. I have heard that the 

process by which I learned to rea<b after knowing the lettera;, 
. t.-IOY'i<eJ. 

was to follow Mother about the house as she·~·and spell 
I 

the words. I~ for any reason" she paid no attention) I would 

spell W-H-:-A-T over and over ending with "Huh" untn I got the 

word !ft!:.'l.t or any other word I needed to know •. Thus my education 

began in these early years in my home. I cannot remember when 
\ ' . 

we did not have the weekly publication called liThe Youth's 

' Companion , 11 which covered a wide fie~d of youthful interes·ts in 1 

a hel·pful, sensible, and di.gnified way. Also we had certain 

religia.us papers and the Bible. Mother read to us and very 

early I preferred to read for myself. OUr farm horne was at a 

distance from 'be:tghbors and the.se with few children, so that we 

were thrown more or less upon our own resources. One result of 

this was that we shared the home activities. 'Whenever Mother 

baked pie, cake, bread, or whatever it might be··, we 
1

had ourlQW}) 

- small rolling pins, breadboards, cooky cu'bters, etc. One re 

)8qUi rem en t was that we must eat what we made. There was never · 

any waste in our femllyfl .... Qn~LQJ .. ...:~.htLl.o.etJne_wH~--of--edueat:l:on···----
·•·· ''• •-~~~ ..,.~..,...~ .... ,..,.·-· •••~~.,..• .~,.. -.-, ~·••-w'"'"~'"_..,,..,.,,_,,~~""' .,.,.,.~,...-~__.r 
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for children is the. too generous supply of "ready-made" in ev-9-ry 

field. of food an~ clothing. · I neve1· wore a. pair of stockings 

bought at a store U11.til I was a big girl. · No wonder Mother had· .. . 

to learn to read while knitting or the.re could have .been 11 ttle 
I 

; reading with five pairs of feet to cover. My formal education 

began when the family moved ·~o Union Center in 1873. The one-

teacher rural schoql ;was not far from home; ~'here were :~wo term 

a yee...r: one :for the big boys and ~:Lrls, Novernber-Febrlit'try, with 

a man teacher' and' one for younger children, May-August, w.i th a 

woman teacher. I began the winter term in Novembe;J373, b'u.t ' 

· mw.npa and whoo·ping-co1lgh prevexrbed my attendance 'beyond the . 

first weeks. We were qlassified according to the reader, and 

as it was my first experience, naturally it was the First Reader 

I took to ,s<)hool.· Mr. Smith 1 the teacher, sent word to Father 

that another reader w0os ri.eed.ed. As I 'J;lad memorized. t-:tll of the 

first reader 1 it 1 tll,et•e:fore, happened that the Third :Reader was 

:provided. The ·pu.p:i.h in the rrh:l.rd Reader were boys all older 

than I,.so that I became an easy mark for their teasing. I was 

a greenhorn and did not know how to p:rotect myself', but' later I 

learned. . ,' 

For the next five '.years· ltfe was wHhout variety "except 

that I made the flC<lu.t\intance of death. · Grandmother Sloan and · · 
• . . , · ·r • ··, ~·-v·· """""·~·",.,,.. . .,...,..._,.,,...,. ....... ~!.-,., .......... ~~···""'""""''~><"'•"'d"-•""'•.,."',.....,.,...,..,.,..~"v",.~'"'' · ·· ~•·•·-·•'"''"" ·• -k·"~, ., . ., ····~""''"''"""'' ........ ""'"''''''"'"''' ···'-'••·•~• ~,.,.,....,,.., ""-<:<••--
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Grandfather Pierce, 'both o£ whom lived. with us, died, and in the 

spring of \878 ]1athe:r died. During practically his whole .life he 

had suffered from severe headaches, and at 56 {l.e escaped further 

suffering. This left Mother with a dependent maiilen aunt, three 

children, and a farm of for·by acres from which to extract a li v-

l ing. That she did this shows what a marvelous person she we.s. 

j With a ·s(il:r.tse of humor that heJ:ped us. all over many bumps, good 

I managem~nt, and .the help .of relatives who sent us used clothitlg, 
,1 ' 

! we were never cold nor hungry no1• meked, and always a cheerful 
i . ' 

1
! pptimism pr~vailed. that made lf'e happy. for us. . 
I 
l 

- A 

In the fa,ll of 1879, one of Mother's sisters, Aunt Margaret. 
l 
l and her daughter living in. Alba.n;y 1 offered. to give me a home 
! 

with them and a. ohanc~ to at.tend AlbAny Pu.blic School 1r2 as a 

p1xpil in the 9th ~rade. To appreciate 'the situation, it has to 

be rEnne,rribered that I had, .l'l.tt~nded. only this two-tex~ rural s,chooJ1 

where each departing teacher le:f'·b no· records of achievement /~- . 
. . . . ,, 1:, 

1 
tf'&hind them so that there was no· worry about ''passing. lUv~ry -eJ., vn 

·~ each pupil told the new teacher whelte he belonged' and as r"' 
fJt. result, I had avoided getting into the p~1.rt of Ari'(hmet1c I ·1,1.. 
~not like. 'rhus in my fou.rneenth year,. there had been no stJ!:­
~ema·~ic coverage in any subj.ec.t that ~he pupils in thibs A-I b \'\ ~ 

~·--sohool ... had-.been .. doing.J.or.-eighLy.aar.a...-MuSi.c-anL~-.h ~ 
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school than that year, but I kept up with the rest and stood 

fourth :l.n the class of twenty-five pupils. Moreo'Y·er, I had my 

fix-st e:ltlper:lence of being away from home. :Because there was 

need for economy in pro·riding some extra clothes, there was no 

money to pa.y for tisi ts back and foi't;h ·so that 'I did not see 

Mo·bher and m,y btcr;rtht:lra from the last of August, ·~80, uutil·tiiiiJII:·• 

in July , 1881,. 
., 

a~here was no poss:ltbili ty· of my having four' years 1.n high 

shhool', and so the next y·ear I was at ho~1e. To pass 'the time I 

went to the winter term of the :ru.ral school and rehashed the 

work done in Albany; One of the older lllel1 ll>f ,the conununity I 

interested in the young,.auggest to my mother that I apply for 

the posit ion of teac}her for the sumnier .term. I did this and 

had the ·promise that if I· passed the exeunination for a Third 

Grade Certificate, tr1e position would be mine. Twice each year 

an Inst:l.tute was conducted to .help tea.cher.s in l@arning teaching 

techniques a.nd other matters supposed to 'build up teacher morale . 

and improve the q~li ty :of their teaching. · .In September, 18811) . ' 

an older young woman invited me to go with her to the Institute 

meet.ing in :Binghamton. Without seriously considering this impor·i 
. I 

·h1::1.nt, but only as a chance to spen<l a week in the c1.!y_L_L.'iY~n_t_ ___ __l 
••••~"-· ,.,. •wo.~·-""•-M•-•0 ··-·· ·• "• •·• -- •·- -~-,.-·~~'"'"'"'~--· ~-··· ·~-~-·-----·---·---••,..·-·--·-•--··-•-•·------ .~-·~ ( 
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and att.end.ed every sessi~n, alao t_a.lq.nt~ the examination, b'ut not 

even asking for a repor·t.J as my age, not ye·t quite fifteen 1 made 

me ineligible for a certificate. But the sitUa.tion was differ-. 

ent in March, 18t!2, when a:g~:dn I. attended the sessions and took 

the ex&uniriation;.;forrif successful, I w~uibd have a. Third Grade 
I • 

'\ i 

Oe«Jtificate end thus be allwwed to teach the Bradley Creek Schoo . , 

May 1-ALJ.gust. 18, 1882., and earn Ji:k. a day·. If you reck.on 

..flif. time ,:l t wUl· show .just eigh·ty days so that I 
·.-·'· 

~ .and. had $80 .... -qui te an event in tli~ life of a young :person 
.· 

~hr;td never before earnE~d any money: Yea 1 ! passed and receiv 

I 
the certif'ieate, though· Oomrnissioner L. never quite believed tha 

I dJcl not. see the blar(for reporting age--as .really w_as true. 

' 
:By the end of this term 1 my /~lint and IJ.ousin again came to· 

the rescue and offered nie a chance to attend the Albany State 

N'ormr:~.l School""'-a two year course .. .Admission was an elementary 

Regents .Academ1.c Certificate which I bad received as a graduate 
. ' 

of the Albany Public School Tfo2. So consc:l.entlous. Wl:.'\.8. the afore.:.\· 

mentioned School Commissioner that he d.ated th,e bl~nk reooxmuendr.,;,·~· 

ing .me on my ihb:teenth birthday thou€;h ·I was a.dmi tted about two i · 
. . . . I . 

to the Albany State Normal.Schooi. - . I . 
subject matter in Elementary 

weeks earlier as a Junior First, 

The cour'se con~iated largely of 

Alge b :1~a , Plane · Ge orne try ;· lThe tori c --,-· G:r.axruna.x·.-,··Ari thme t tcr·,--"Drawt:ng , 

I ' . 

··,, \ 

I . 
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Geography, Penmanship, a little Ph~,Sics, and Chernistr~l~ft:\V\1.1; 
' 0 

13ookkeeping,~. Ethics, and twenty· w,eeks of practice teaching vJ\"'t~) 

~ some supervision and individual interviews if needed . 

. ~ Wl'i'tten for the first week or so and. then omitted. I had e,f d.. :S$ 

~of tww girls in Geography for ten weeks and a class of . . 

~>in Arithrr~tic for ten weeks. During the first year we 

~ as Junior 
I 

:e~~ Fl i•s ts and 

Firsts a.nd Seconds and the second year as · 
. ' 

Seco11da. J!l:x:cept for the nominal practice .fA' 

~-and the study ~f Ethics, the. oo"U.rse w~\S the equivalent 

"~'"Gf a two-p:ear high schoo:t course. •. We were sup;;.1oaed to 

~how to teach by observing those who taught us, and. as nea 

".had come wfu:th the same preparation as I, from small rural 

~unities, it was an education to 'be in the capital city and 

.._ meet tea~hers of real worth, though few of them were· co1lege 

graduates. Miss K~:1.te Stoneme.r; who wa,s a graduate of 1866, was 

one of these teachers. She taught Geo~raphy, Drawing and 

Penmanship, and at the same time studied Law .. · A special act of 

the I)egislature had to be passed to permit her admission to the 

Ba:r since she was a woman. She was an ard.ent suffragist and 

consid.ered J:)0Culia.r-- 11 Why should women have the vote111 Miss 
. ,__!1-t 

Stoneman is quoted as sayin~~t would be a good t~ing if 

---the men of the Capitol and' the 

ladder removed.¥ 

«a'~'~ 
e t. l <\_$ ~~ ... ~ 
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1V.on June 26, 1884, I was given a d1.ploma which lio_ensed me to 
'.·' 

I teach in the schools of ·the State of New York. In August, 1889, 

I Dr. Jlldw~ud :P. Waterbury died. He had been President' since· 

1 September, 1882. One of the notable accomplishments 

r·-Jdency was hie· convi~c\ng the Legislature that 4 Lodge St,re~ 1>!<\.S 

I..._., not wuited to.i.ta purpose and the ap~ropriatton for the f«A 

·lj ... ..tlliiiiiiBtrof 61 te and e reo t ion . of a building on Willett S tre ~~) WI h 1 Gl ~ 
~~ wt!J.s occup:ted in the fall of 1885. Another ac.tivi ty was l~ \S' 

I .:flf!B:prepa.ring and tru.blishing a history of. graduates of •the NoV'~ bf< \ , 

! ·~~,.School from Hs organiz&tion in 1845 to 1~~6., and his rcd~~·l~~ 
J ill--~ gifts from 'the Alumni for the erection of a $6,000 ·. t\e·J.(!"(\ (\. l 
l Stre~t. With t·lh \$ 

/1iilllo!.bri~f statemeot 'of historical matter I shall return to the ·jl+ I Wl~ 

l
:t ~.of my.gradua.tion and recount my second exp~rience as a ·te. .. r~c.,hC:!"<'t~. 
I ~t" Having been away fi·om home, the family desired ine to ~er1 t.vr~ 

I ~the position of second teacher in a two-tef.l.'cher rural schdol, 

the o1.~her teacher a man. It was a winter. term. The building I .. 
was old and was replaced before the end of ·the sixteen weeks by 1· . l 
a new one. I had a classroom into which were sent the cla.sses ta 

I 

be instruc.}ted. If I reme:r:flbe:;) there were nearly thirty of these 

groups and each could be givexi only about fifteen m•nutes, part 

of which time was devot'ed to getting order and attention. I 

'· I 
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October 20, 1884, to February 17, 1885. Conditions over which .~~,;.~. 
--, 

had no cont:rol were partly at ..f'aul t. 

Soon aftEJl' the close of 1;his term, a friend told me of a 

vacancy in the posi'tton of preceptress in Lisle Ao~l.demy about 

twenty m:tles north of Binghamton, New York, and suggested I 

~:q;rply . -,-he She gave me the name of the Presid.ent of the Board. 

.,..,. letter was written and the position was mine. He;re the d4.i 1es 
~s were .those of a classroom teac1her to whom classes came to be. 
- instructed. The atmos·phere was pibeasant and the work occupie 

' 

fully the hours of the school day, 9~·12 and 1-4.. Rhetoric, 

Botany, :Bookkeeping, Amer1can History, Algebra, both elementary 

and advanced, and· Geometry. My J?'?·:Pils we:r:·e e..b out my own age. 

The h.!-::td 1Jo be J)repared to .take Regents lll:x:amina.tions. Compare 

this load with present-day practices. Now a high school ·teacher 

h1 New York State conoentx·ates on one sub.ject as a major and 

anothe~· aa a minor and her license permits her to teach .only 

i these sV.bjeots w:i. th a. few exceptions. She spends hours, months, 
!r 
I 
i 

years, in prepara·tion and. in her first yea.r of teaching may re ... 

\ ceive $1200 to' $1500 in :payment. I received $7 a week o1.• $~;180 

g4l forty weeks 1 work., but my preparation had not been so costly 

\) · so thorough. 

At the end of the term I was offered the position for the · 

next yeM\·; "18813-1886, and accepted it •. 

. \ 
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IJuclcy :I.e the 1na.n or woman who ruas f-rtends. TMs is especia. ly 

t:ru.e in my case. It seemed to be so even before I realized the ( 

need of help. While teaching in Lisle, my cousin, Andrew Sloan 

Drc,tper, we,a eleJcted to the ·position of State Superintendent of 

Public Instruction, April 7, 1886; (Later this position becarne 

\ 

I 
I, 

~ 
I 

j the New York Sta·te Oommissi.oner of Education. 0 

l 
! 

Also he was on · 
[ 

l 

the :Soard o:f Trustees of the State. Normal. School. As a former 

pupil of Dr. Waterbux•y· in the Albany :Soy13 Academy, he was i.n a 
·position to talk with Presid.ent Waterbury about his yo·ung cousin 

who was teacM.ng in Llsle Acad.emy. 'flhe result of this was a 

letter to me from Dr. Draper, se,ying that Dr. Waterbury was I 
enough interested irt me to visit L:i.ale to d.iscover the :posaibil-~. 

ities of nw·being useful in nw Alma Mater; Th~: Vi~itUlappened I 
to come at the right time 1 for Dr. Wate.rbury found me teaching 

Algebra, a subject in which he was particularly, interested, and 

·the class of se·venteen. was large enough to ~est my ability to 
manage a group of students. J1Jvid.e~tly a conference :folio~ed forl! 

I was advised that because. of my youth it would be well to accep 

the position in Lisle for another year provided they wouJ.d in­

creas~ rn;y pay from $7 ·to $10 a week. The poai tion w:aa offered, . 

bu.t the l'E;lquest fo1• an increase was m~t by the statmm~tl that . 

they never bad paid and could not now afford to pay more tb.an 
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the$?. ·Therefore, I went horne the last o~J·u.ne with no job 

ahead. Mother; in her usual way of meeting situations, said tha 

so long aa th$re ~as· the home I would have. f.oJ.d and a roof over 

my head. On July 25 a letter came from Dr. Draper saying, 11 You 

were yesterd.ay· a:ppointed by the mxecu.tive Committee if the .Alban 

Norm.."tl School tMl a relief t~eacher and. seoretar~ to the· presiden 

at. a sa,lary of $500 per ye~D.' 1 to commence at the 01)ening of the 

f.H~hool in Ser.>tember. You w:tll p~ea~e make your arrangemerrbs 

~ccordingly. 11 

A day later ohe was received f111om Dx·., Waterbury telling of 

the a;ppolntment and adding 1 
11 Yo·1.1. will be needed hertfSe1Jtember 5 

Please let me know of your acceptance of the position. I con-
I 

gra.tulate yo11.." 

Therefore, early September found me in Alban~r., Dr. Wate:rbu ·y's 

offiCE~ wa~J srnall. I sat on one side of a, large desk and the ry-e_ ,_. I 

. \ 

I. 

· ent on the other. My d"Ll.ties were not arduous as a aecret~rry. A~ 

eruna.n: I was not very satisfactory since all records'· lethrs; c.~v .. iZ: ... 
. 

· doc·mnents of ev-ery k1.nd were wri~ten in longha.nd. The dfa01' of tl e 

\ 

stenographer and typew:t•i ter had not come to the Normal School, i' 

1886. · l have no very clear. memory of the cleta.:Ua of the office •. 

I acte<l t.tl:'l a messenger, t~~ug1:rt some classes , and enjo~ed the ne 

ness to Mrs. Waterbury and her daughter. One door of' the offic 

. ' 

,,• 

/ ' 
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opened directly into the residence of the }?resident. It.-was no 

. uncommon thing for Mrs .. Waterbur;y to open the door and indicate 

that I was invited in to en.joy a snack, to see a new ~l'!ess, or 

just for an exhhtange of words about this and that. There was a. 

kindliness and fatherly interes~ that included the,whole faculty. 

All of them at that time were graduates of the school includ:tng 

Dr. Waterbury himself.· '' 

At the end of ·the year I receivecl an extra check for $100 

which was given to me 1 it was explained 1 . bec~u.tle' I had earned it." 

Na.tura.lly thls, with the assurance of returning in September, 

sent me home feeling that life was a very pleasant e·xpe~·ience. 

Early in SeFtember, 1887 1 I received ·the following letter· 

written by Dr. Dt:wid Mll.rra.y, Seqretary of the ~:ousteeEi ~o.;t;(;f.he 

Normal School, 11 I am directed by the Execu.ti've Committee of the 
. ' . 

Normal School at Albany to noUfy you that at a meeting held 

September 10·, 1887 1 ;rott were appointed a member of the Faculty 

of sa1.d School at a salary of $700 for the year, commencing 

September 14, 1887." 

This iaip:j;lointment gave me the stat·l.'la of a tea,chEn' 1 and. for 

!the next two years there was little change in my life. I taught 

sorne Alg~bra and Geometry classes, a class. in Rhetor:tc, and one 

.. !!d;t.x:ec.t ed··~·t·ewardfH:te;lp11mg··~rre·~y'Ottltg"'1l~·/!~rter:"'u.na:erstciiia:-~iiii.Uoim-



1 

15 - ,, 
:fractions and improve her a.~~l:i. ty to teach them. In this class 

we asked 11 why 11 about ev_ery rule. For eliample, in d:i.viding a 

fraction by 'a fraction W~.Y., invert the terms of the divisor and 

·~hen proceed aa in the lml.lti·pUe~\t:l.on of a, fraction by a f'ractio • 

In Auga.st, 1889, Dr. Edward P. ·Waterbury died. He had been. 

President since September, 18813. One of the notable accomplish 

m~nts of h:ts pres:tdency was hi.s. con~incing the· Legisl~tu:r.e that 

4 J~odge St~·eet was not s.uHed to its purpose and the appropria-

tion for the pu:r.ohe,se of sHe and erection of a building on 

Willett Str~et, which waa occupied i:tl the fall of 1885. .Anothe ., 

acb:i:gi ty was his preparing and publishing a hist,ory of grt:t.dda:bee 

of the }.Iormal School from ita organization in 1845 to 1886, and 

his I:Hlcur·:tng .gifts from the Alumn1. for the erect, :ton o:f' a $5,000 

Memor~al Window in the new b'lidldi.ng; on Willett Street. Wotlting; 
, I 

on these projects with Dr• Waterbury gave me·, the idea that the 

· Al:umn:l. of a school were asse·ts. to t·he school as well as that th 

d~veloprnen-t of the school was l:\11 .stsset to the Alumni in that 

their status hinged on tht\t of the school. IUs success wi tb, 

thE-)m also proved. that Alumn:l of a s
1
.tate.-,s·11ppor-bed,school could 

and woll.ld help in making th~ school, better serv~~ 1 ts purpose. 

Dr. WilUe.m J •. Milne whose Wltll'k in Geneseo State Normal 
,. ........... _,.. .. , .... ~· •• _. .... ,., .. ~ .. ·~-.~·· .. .,... , ............. " .... "'''""" .. ~"""""""" ............ "'"'"' ....... ~I'N;'I.'Ip."'.""'*-~"' .. """""~""""'·~~· .. -~~"''>'l',.,,,.,.....,_,..,.. .. ,,....., .... - .. 4:1•'"""~'~---.w~"-""'""''"•· ................... ,.....~ ....... ~ ..... ' 

School ruid 'been outstanding, together with h:l.s other acti vi tie~ , 
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made his selection to the presidency a wise one. -
In 1890. the State Normti\.1 School became the· State No1•ma.l 

College. Adrnission requi rernen.ta were changed, and the new pur-
' . 

pose of the college ·became 11 the trf.'dning of i C's enr'ollment 

exclusively in the art and pcience of teaching." Th1.s meant 

I 

changes in the faculty. My work no longer fitted into ·the 

~~·. plan-, .!it.nd Dr. Milne advised th~'\.·~ I prepare for work in the prac-
1 ' 
( tice School. •.ro clo this I was given a Y.er-::tr 1 s leave of absence 

!
.· wi thou:b -~lLY and. in Septeniber of 1890 I went to the Oswego S·bate 

Normal School to observe tind s t·u.dy the work of the:t :r practice 

I ;:::::~o~ ::• t :0

:: t::r:::. ::::no; h::: t::i :~:~ v:~: :: .. 
working with practice teachers. Dr. Milne wrote to me while 

bhere, 11 !· want yoU· ·to see something of all the work that is 

done and bri:n.g home as muoh as yo1l can that we can malce use 

of." 

· Perru:tps .. it is fitting here to explain the reason for my · 

going to Oswego Normal School rather than one of the othex•a. 

Dr. Shelclon, · !):t'esident, was a follower of ,the Pestalozzian 

·method, which is baaed on. the study of children and nature 

. ·rather than on books. He had gathered a fac·ulty in accordance 

·· w:l. tlr · the .. ·t1it:161'y·· "of'"\U3nrg-·51.YJe cnrs-~:IJ1's·~"emr-or1i~oolfa-rn.-reaffi 

.. , 

\ . 
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children. It was to be my priv:Uege .to 'bring tli1s vj.ewpoint to 

my work in the prac·tice school of Alban~. State Normal Schebihl. 

At the end o:f the term in JIJl!Uary ,· Dr. Milne advised me to 

return to Albany and become an observer in OU.l'. practice school. 

In September, 1891, there was es·ta'bJ.iahed a practice ~chool in-
. . 

cl:uding all grades from kin.dergar'ben throught a :fou.:r•-year high 

nchool. I U~eH~t.\.me pr'lnc1.I>II\l of' the priml!l.l'Y d.t~partmE.mt, which 

conuiatecl of lP'titd~£~a 1·~5. A f\tU .. tim~' t~.'lachex• wmn ~mpl.oycl(i to/( 

teach the fi:rs.t grG~de, bu.'l~ pre.ctice te~chers taught the other . ' 

four w:L th thoroughly prept:.\red supervisors or ctdtics ·to dii•eot 

' their work:. I retained this poUtion from 1891:-1909, when all 

the departments below ·the h:lgh scb.ool were closed 1 as. the school· 
,' I ' 

had in 1905 becol!).e a fou.r-year college conf.e:r:ring the degrees 

of A. J3. and. J3. S. and preparing only high school teachers. 

This mer:mt ano·ther change in my stat·u.s Qn the facul ty• . 

So !iar in the hi story of th~ college.~ ·t;h ere had. been no one 

assigned to the exclusive care of' student welfare.~ ,:One of the . 
•'; '\1·;· 

women teachers had had the chore of inspecting places· offere<.l 

for··~~~~5a.nd 'boarding ou:r: students and .ofhelpirig students 
.' . ' •'" 

. ~ ~\. 

to find. these homes. There had been only nominal. oversi€-;ht of 

either rooms or students thereafter. Such inspection and super-

vision were now assigned to me as well as the granting of e:x:cus~s 
. I 

\ 

,, ''" ~ .. ''" '•""'""'" ~·'w""~''''"••-·""''"~'"" ••"""""~- ·-·-"·--- .... .,,., __ .. ,~-.-.,... ..... -, •• _,., --··~~··---··-·---··•--~-,' 

for absences and conducting two classes in methods of teaching 

\ ' 

... ; ~' 

.. , ''·. 
' ,t{ 
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elementary subjects. These courses were considered 'l!aluab;J.e .. for 

any who might become the principal of a sb.hool 'having . grad.es as , 

well as a high school rlepartment. At; this time the social life 
' . 

among the s·tu.dents had. not clevelopecl to any great extent. , but 

·bhere was an increasing deri11md among them to have dances and the 

affairs needing a central office in which to reg1: ster them. Opei­

ating this clearing house became .a part of my day 1 a work. Grad1l. 

all;v the students began C6'1.lling ·mEl 11 Dep.n Pierce" and the college 

catalog~ callecl me 11 Dean r;>i' Women)' _but. it was, not until 1921JJ 

tbat I was ·officially appointed to that position. I held it 

untU my re·birement in 1933. 

Prtllviou.sly, :l.n 1920 1 'my ·work among the st11de.nts had received 1 

the grateful acknowledgment of the college and had been rewarded' 

by the conferring of t'he honorary. degree of Ma,ster of Pedagogy·. 

'l)r. Harlan }I. Homer' Dean I presented me fo:r the degree and Dr. 

ib:ram n.£3ft4bach~r 1• Pres.ident , conferred it with. these words, 

nyour loyal and faithful and f1•u.1 tfu.l service to ·bhe ·cause of ' 

education; your devotion to r1igh ,-scholarly purposes; yo·llr own 
wvvN4,t,)hJJ.,,&..,~ · 
~pursuit of knowledge; yottl' solid achievements as a 

follower and emu.lationM~Lyon, that great pioneer iri.the educa­

tion of women; your wisdom e~ncl your worth are her and pow recog-
·r 

ni,zed by youx' Alma Mater. 11 

. ' ··, 

·I • 

. \ 
; ' 

/, 
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During the yeax·s of inspecting bo\i'lf.ding houses 1 Mecame 

convinced that the work .of preparing teachers was only half done 

when no places were provided to give ·the prospe~~ti ve teabhers 

satisfactory preps.ration socially. 

In 1918, Miss Marian Syddum VanLiew, in 'charge of the 

Dep~:utment of Home l!JconomicB in the College, on her own respon-

sibility and at her own expense established Syddum Hall for the 

students in her dep~;l,rtment. Bishpp Gibbons opened Newman Hall 

for Oatho:U.c girls, and with rrry help the College Y. W. c. A. 

opened Y House find inte~orori ty councH established ca rtl.le 

that no sorority could be recognized that did not rnai.n·tain a 

house. All 'this made for progress, hut there wa,(till no 

direct control by the College of these housing projects. In 

19m, I suggested tha.t the Al.umn:t of the Qollege could do some·-

I thing about H. r.ehe loca.l "group agreed ·co a.ss1.:u:ne the expense 

I 
! 

I 
I 

I 

I 

of a caW\paign to raise $300,000 for· a dorrnitox·y, and this 'began 

in the winter of, 1922. In the fall of 1935, the Alumni Halls 

of ResideilCe were opened, consisting of a main hall and four 

cottages and ho";lsing 162 g:i.rls. Eecause they gave credit for 

the success of t,he project to my pugnacious ,£:md continued ef­

Jtif 
for·b during :t ts early days when there was need·~ encourage-

ment, the Ahmtni Associe.tdlon named the hall for me. May I say 
·-··-·"""''·····-"·'······"·-··.-···-··-·-·-·-··-·--"-"'"""""'"--···-·--··--·-· ~·:-----·-----~------~-:-~· 
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in passing1 that there were others who stayed 'by even ill-f the/ early, 

cla.ys when the dream of a hE.l.ll large enough to be really helpful 

hung in the balance. It was hard to convint~e many that prlva:be 

service for a state-supported institH>ion was not out of order. 

In the :!.fP'by of Pierce Hall now hangs a p«J:Vtrai t of me 1 

pa'lnted by David G. L:l'tihgow and presented by the class of 1927 

for this purpose, proving that they believed. then that there 

would be a residence hall some day. ~") 
,.,....PI"'··--........ ...,.., ,,;4 

Si'~ce 194·0·~·- .. 'A""secoiTd.·v·ctor'ftif't"ory~··h~s been ~built and additions: 

property ~'l.cquired so that nww Alumni-owned and operated halls 

hou.se more than 300 students .f?r!Jstablishing standards for the 

pod',tion of deans of women was another activity that seemecl: im-

portant. 'l1o make myE.~elf bettel' a:ble to rlo the wc:rrk to wh!bch I 

was assigned, .I,~ began taking summer courses in Teachers College, 

CoJ.um'bia .. The~I met women doing the same work 1 a11d we organ.@--

:tzed. a club through which we became a.c·qu.ainted and exchanged 

plans ~=-pr~:~~~_:~ . . 

. ~he idea of. collecting reference material pe~taining to 

the field of f.tdvising you.ug women seemed wortP,y of putting into 

action, and r~ catalog of Li tera.t·ure for Deans and Advisers of 
j . 

I 
j Women and. G:l.rls was compiled and published in 1921, a.nd. af'ber 

\. 
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a ~rupplemen1; of all new material was IJUblished. This work-'tlemon 

strated that there was very little m~tterial in existence pertain 

ing directly ·to the co'l.mselHng of women students, so in 1928 my 
i 

'book on Deana ~:tnd Adv4>sers of Women and. Girls was pu.blishep. • 

• v In 1919 1 as a dean of women 1 I was inv:l.'ted to attend the 

last week of a six-weeks 1 Intern~1tional Conference twomen 

Ph.,ysicia.ns, which was spomlored. 'by the National Board of the 

You.ng \Vomen 1 s Christian Asaoc:l.ation. A result of this mee'b:l.ng 

was an organization known €tS the Women's ]1oundatj,on for Positive 

Heal'bh, in which I became interested and on whose :Board of 

Directors I served for a nu.rriber of yee.rs. Thu'? I beceune bhnoern d 

" with the health o~ students. In 1925 1 while Chattman of the 

• I{eaHh Oomm1.ttee of the National Association of Deans of Women, 

I directed a sux·vey of .the Stu.dent Real'th Service in the United 

States. In 1927 I vrepared a catalog of Student Health Literatu e. 

Relig:tous educatton 'became another fie{B.d of interest. In 

the Christian :mndeavo1• Society 1 I saw an opport1..m1. ty to help 

young people to develop practiCf1l Christian' activities. I was 

the fit•st ·president of this prga~ru.ita·b:bon in rny own church and 

la:lier off:i.cial J:JOsHions :Ln the local and. state organ1h.zat:tons. 

At the age of 13 I began teaching classes in Su:ndny Sohool~he 

·need.· ·for-1Y€!"e'eer···pre~~i~--J:ei:i'ttt1lrfr·~n:tt-'\r~r~ul'l:·(3r-s--:tn-t1rts-rPrtliwaa 

/ 

; 
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apparent. '!'he Ministerial Assooi.t}tion of Ai·~.~:·my invited one or-
,their number and me to conduct a course of six weekly meetings 

for the cl ty, half the time to 'be devoted to Bi1)le. Study and 

half to the discussions of methocls of tettching. 'l'his made evi-

dent a felt 1ieed among workers :l.n the church schools a.nd ·bhere . 

was a request :for it to be oontinuecl. It Wt-1-B also apparent thett 

grading the courses was necessary. rrihe result was that I 'became 

dean of a well-organized and graded cornfnunity school for teachers 

scribed courues • 

.A.nothe:t• project in which I pioneered. in Albany was that of 
'l 

.the Girl Scouts. I was on~rthe first Council and am by courtesy 

of those carrying on th:t.s most worthwhile activity· still a member. 

Perhaps when the enJ4Jhf active work has come and one has to 

leave to the trusted. hands of younger. women the continuation of 

the 'buUd:l.ng of o:.~better wor:~d, there is some satisfaction in 

knowing one's life has not been wholly lost. Instead of expec&in 

that only d.eath can bring the beginning of eternal life, perhaps 

one C,';).n hope that eternaJ. life iS not Wholly acquired in the 

realm of the angels, but is the product of all one's efforts, 1 

gte(:lat o:t" small'. to .li .. :~ ,on earth and trust God to give· chance's
1(A;I 

1J..!.! ~·lxr· Reav·~·;·:-··--····-··-·---··--- ...... -·-.. -·······---.. ---··-··---·-------·-----~·-·---··-----~~ 
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Dryden says.;. ..... _ _-..;.- ' 

',j. 

He who can call today his own·: 

He who, secure within , can say ; 

IJ.1omorrow, do thy worst, for I have lived today. 

Be fair or foul, or rain or shine, 

~Vhe ,joys I have possessed, in spite of fate, are mine. 

Not heaven itself upon the ·past has power; 

But what has bee11 haa 1)een, and I have had my hour. 

I 

'! 
I 
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