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Sir.—In compliance with the 6th section of the Charter of the
Prison Association of New-York, T herewith transmit the 4th Report
of said Association, with the request that you will present it in be-

half of the Association to that body over which you have the honor
to preside.

I am sir very respectfaily,
Your obedient servant,
JOHN D. RUSS,
Cor. Sec. Pris. As:oc.
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

The Executive Committee, in rendering an aceount of their labors
since their last report, congratulate the Association upon the evident
improvement in prison government which every succeeding year de-
velops. Although less has been accomplished in our own State than
we could desire, yet the new law regulating our prisons,and the com~
pletion and occupation of the House of Refuge at Rochester, which,
indeed, is a gem of its kind, presents some evidence of improvement
at home, while the testimony we shall adduce from other States, both
of our own and other countries, will most satisfactorily show that, in
this direction, progress is decided, melioration evident, and reforma-
tory influences no longer a matter of doubt or uncertainty. The
paralyzing thought, that man, once fallen, is irreclaimably lost, is fast
losing its influence, and society awaking from a dreary night of hope-
less indifference to the sunlight of a more promising day. But a few
years have elapsed since culprits were thrown in promiscuous masses
into our prisons, and were there left herded together without the ap-
pliances even for personal cleanliness, a sport to their fellows, and a
prey to the worst passions of cur nature—their only care from without
was a daily allowance of food, and a plentiful supply of intoxicating
drinks to such as had the means of procuring them—thus stimulating,
to a revolting excess, passions naturally under too little control, and
rendering a prison-bouse more like a den of hyenas than a fit recepta-
cle for human beings. Few that witness the present improved con-
dition of convicts in our larger prisons can have any cenception of the
filth, degradation, corruption, vice, and infamy, which attended them .
in former years. Such a condition might well give rise to the idea
that no criminal could be reformed : but a new era has arrived, and
the prospect for the future is indeed cheering to the heart of the philan-
thropist. Associations similar to our own are springing up in differ-
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ent parts of our country,and the benevolent in England have not been
unwilling to imitate our example in caring for discharged convicts,
The field is open for laborers, but it is only through persevering, un-
remilting effort that we can expect a remunerating harvest. The
Association have kept steadily in view, and inflexibly maintained thig
important purpose of its institution, and the results of its action will
be seen in their proper places; but the difficulties which the Associa~
tion has had to encounter in the discharge of this and all its other
duties, and the bencfits that have resulted to the public therefrom, it
may not be inappropriate to mention here.

In 1845 and 1846 applications were made to the Legislatu:e by the
Association for an act of incorporation. 'This was deemed m terial
for two purposes. One was to establish a workhouse in thi- ity for
the reccption and detention of the large numbers who were vearly
committed to our city prisons and Penitentiary as vagranis ; ~nd the
other was to facilitate our inspections of prisons.

As to the workhousc, the proceedings of the Association “re so
fully detailed in their Jast annual report, that it is unnecess. < to re~
peat them here. It will be sufficient to mention, now, that : - that
report, they have renewed their application to the Common. ¢ ouncil
for the aid necessary to carry out their purposes, but hithert vain,
The Committee of the Association waited upon the Commitice of the
Common Council, and explained their objects and purposes, but they
were not fortunate enough to obtain any report or notice fiom the city
authorities, either favorable or adverse. And,in the mean time, all
the frightful evils which have again and again been portraycd as flow-
ing from the treatment which this class of prisoners receive at the
hands of our city government, continue without any sensible abate~
ment ; and the city scholarships in vice continue as heretofore to be
liberally endowed, and to send forth daily upon the cemmunity its
130vices in crime perfected in their education, by the dire communica-
tions to which they are subjected.

The Association do not, however, despair of being ultimately suc-
cessful in their efforts in this regard. In a community like ours, the
progress of reform, though slow, is sure ; and the AssoL:'a:ion are con-
fident that patient perseverance will yet overcome all obstacles.

In regard to the Inspection of Prisons, the Association early expe-
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rienced difficulties which must exist, and render their examinations
very unsatisfactory, so Jong as they were dependent on the officers of
the prisons for the time, and manner and extent to which they were
ermitted to inquire. They therefore applied to the Legislature for
eave to examine any or all the prisons of the State, city er county,
vithout being dependent for leave to do so upon those whose conduct
hey were to investigate. The Legislature granted the power as asked
or, but they went farther, and made it the puTy af the Association to
isit, inspect, ond examine ALL THE PRISONS in the State, and ANNUALLY
report to the Legislature their state and condition, and all such other
things in regard to them as might enable the Legislature to perfect their
government and discipline. 3 b
The Association felt this to be an important addition to their duties,
the more especially as the Legislature had made no provision for the
expense in which the Society would thereby necessarily be involved,
and they were apprehensive that their funds might,by the performance
of this duty, be diverted from the charitable purposes iniended by the
donors.  They determined, however, to assume the duties thus im-
posed upon them, in the confident hope, that, by a rigid course of
economy, and adiditional exertions in procuring contributions from the
humane and public spirited, they could perform their duty without
serious interference with the charitable purposes of their organization.

A thorough examination, such as the Legislature contemplated, in-
velved a good deal of labor, as well as expense ; and that labor, by
the statute, devolved upon the members of the Executive Committee,
a'most all of whom were actively engaged in business of their own,
or in the business of official stations, and could illy spare the time

Jhecessary to the due execution of the task.

They undertook this Jabor, however, and performed it, in the year
1846, at an expense of abeut $1000 in money, including the addition
thereby made 10 the expense of printing their report,and the labor of
fcurteen of their number in visiting the different prisons.

They visited that year, and carefully inspected, our four state pris- .
ons, and nine county prisons, and were able,in their last report, to lay
before the public and the Legislature, a more full, definite, and accu-
rate statement, especially of the condition and goveinment of our
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state prisons, than had ever before been obtained from any source
whatever.

‘The Association took, as their model, the system of inspection which
has been adopted and carried on for some years in England, at a great
expense, and which, since its adoption, has always enabled the British
Parliament 1o legislate understandingly on the snbject,and which has
produced in that country great and valuable improvements in prison
government. The British ispectors of prisons had, however, one
great advanlage over us in respect to the labor required in the task.
The keepers of their v=rious prisons were required to keep very mi-
nute tables constantly, and it was only necessary for the inspectors to
comple their reports from those tables. The Association had, how-

* ever, no such advantage. The books kept at our prisons gave a very

imperfect view of the actual state of things,and our inspections neces-
sarily involved a personal examination into various matters in regard
to which the records of our prisons offered no assistance whatever.
Thus the statistics of our state prisons rendered a personal interview
with every prisoner necessary, and from those interviews was obtained
a mass of information in regard to the statistics of crime more com-
plete and satisfactory than was ever before obtained in this country.
But these personal interviews made our Committees the depositories
of many secrets of those prison-houses, as yet unknown to the world,
and disclosed many abuses, which, we subsequently ascertained, had
been concealed from the official inspectors. We were frequently re-
minded of a sort of rule which had been adopted by the officers of our
state prisons, and prevailed in them all, that a prisoner was never to
be believed in any statement he might make. This was a convenient
rale for the officers in respect to the world outside, but was not acted
upon by them inside, for they were daily and hourly in the habit of
taking their word in regard fo matters of business and discipline. Our
Committees, therefore, were rather disposed to adopt their practice
than their theory. Yet our experience admonished us to be careful
how we received any such statement, and we never did give faith to

any unless, upon examination, we found it satisfactorily corroborated
otherwise.

In this manner was obtained the clue to numerous abuses, which,
through our instrumentality, were corrected, but which had never met
the public eye in the aanual reports made to the Legislature. These-
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abuses in discipline and government were not all that it was made our
duty, under the law of our incorporation, to notice and expose.

Vo JN{ _ u((' .

In one of our state prisons it was found that a Jaw of the State, |
which required that every article bought by the agent should be ex-
amined by the clerk, and compared with the invoice thereof, was en-
tirely disregarded, and that no distinct book for such purchaﬁes was
kept, as required by law. It was found, upon further e'xammanon,
that it was not the general practice at that prison to examine the pur-
chases to see whether the State got all it paid for,and thus was affordéd
an abundant oppertunity for peculation, which the law hzﬂ in vain
attempted to guard against. ‘This practice had been prevailing some
time at that prison ; yet it had never been mentioned in any of the
reports to the Legislature.

In one of the state prisons it was found that the agent had so made |
up his annual report as to convey to the Legislature the idea that the
earnings of the convicts had amounted to within a few hundred dol-
lars of the expenses ; but, on our examination, we discovered, and so
reported to the Legislature, that the expenses for the year exce?ded
the earnings nearly $21,000 ; or, exclusive ¢ of repairs, alterations,
and additions,” some $15,000. And the truth of our statement was
made manifest by the fact that, before the year was out, the Legisla-
ture was asked to make an appropriation to that prison of $20,000,
and afterwards of a much larger amount.

It was through the Committee of the Association that it was discov-
ered and demonstrated, that the provision contractor at one of our
prisons had fed the prisoners with spoiled fish—so badly spuiled as to
render the prison noisome from their smell ; that this was done after
the fish had been condemned by the physician of the prison, and
through the instrumentality of one of the officers, who was :m the fre-
quent habit of receiving presents from the contractor. This was de-
tected and exposed by the means of this Association.

At the same prison it was discovered by the Committee of the As-
sociation, that the same provision contractor, through the connivance
of the same agent, had substituted mutton for beef and pork, as food
for the prisoners, at such prices as netted to the contractor a cileal'
gain of from $1,200 to $1,600 2 year ;-and that some of the provisions
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which were paid for by the measure were never measured, but guessed
o .
at as to quantities.
.

1t has been through the instrumentality of the Association, when
the officers of our prisons were silent on the subject in their reports to
the Legislature, that several instances of inhuman treatment were dis-
covered and exposed.

One was the case of a man who refused to take his shirt off when
ordered, preparatory to being whipped. He was obstinate and inso-
lent in his refusal, and undoubtedly ought to have been punished, for
the example’s sake, at least : but he was ‘pushed up to the whipping-
ring by the bayonets of the guard. He was struck with a hickory
ciub, “not as big as a man’s wrist,” which broke in two. He was
thenbeaten with a cane. He rushed into his cell, where he was safely
lodged, and there the principal keeper fired two pistols through the
bars of his cell at him, one of which shots wounded him in the arm.
He was then poked at with long hickory poles through the bars of his
cell, until he fell down. The officers then rushed in upon him, and,
while some pulled him by the heels, others beat him over the head
with hickory clubs as he lay on the floor. Covered with blood from
the bayonet stabs, the pistol shot, and the beating, he was tied up to
the ring, and received fifty lashes on his bare back. He was confined
to his cell on bread and water for a long time, and was not let out
until eight months from the day he was committed. Yet not one
word of this affair ever reached the public eye except through our
report.

Facts like these substantiated by the reluctant testimony of the
officers of the prisons, show that abuses of a most serious and revolt-
ing character,have been and perhaps still are practiced in our prisons
of which neither the Legislature or the community have the most dis-
tant idea. That punist ts are there inflicted on human beings
from which the humanity of our laws protects even brutes. The hith-
erto only constituted organ of communication between the prisoner
and the Legislature having thus failed to represent these serious
abuses to the proper authorities, there seems to be a peculiar fitness
in the exercise of that power by a third party which has no interest
to subserve but the good of the State, the reform of the criminal, and
the cause of h ity. The inspectors however honestly they may
be disposed to discharge their duties, are always more or less interest-
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ed in particular offices, they are instruments of their own appoint-
ment, friends perhaps of long standing, and it may be, men of con-
siderable political influence; besides, as supervisors of the prison,the
presentation of any serious charge against the officers is in fact a cen-
sure upon themselves, impeaching their vigildnce, care and discretion,
Thus many abuses are yearly overlooked, which if they had been
properly represented to the Legislature might have led to investiga-
tions which would have formed a basis for desirable improvement in
our prison discipline or at least furnished important lights to guide us
through its scarcely illumined mazes. The power therefore vested
in the Prison Association appears to be wisely devised, and limited as
it is, to examining and reporting, of the utmost importance. Nor is
this importance confined to legislative action, its effect on the disci-
pline of the prison seems to be equally beneficial, and we have docu-
mentary evidence that under its influences not only the offences
against discipline have greatly diminished, but that punishments have
decreased full one-half both in amount and frequency since the estab-
lishment of our Association, and this too while our institutions have
maintained their character for exact discipline, and have been more
productive than ever. In confirmation of this fact we. may adduce
the following table extracted from the report of Sing Sing prison
for 1847.

f

Years, Average No. of Average No. of Average prices o

violations per lashes per convict Jabor
month. month. per day .

1843, 115% 1121 3144
1844, 731 787 35 7%
1845, 642 366 38
1816, 657 1443 40
1847, 66 38 452,

which forcibly illustrates the truth of our remark and the further fact
that witha diminished population Auburn prison earned as much last year
as the year before, shows it satisfactorily for that prison. In the lan- |
guage of a person recently discharged, this society has given convicts
new hope, a new hold on the community, they feel as though they
were no longer hunted as wild beasts, but cared for as rational beings
end they are determined so to conduct while in prison as to merit our
assistance when they come out. It may be natural that discharged
convicts, recipients of our bounty, should spsak well of our Institutior
but heretofore it has been less common,if not less natural that they should
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continue to conduct well for a lohg period after their discharge, yet

. we can point with satisfaction to numbers even in this city whom we
have assisted that are doing well, enjoying the confidence of their em
ployers and the respect of the community, Two individuals in particu-
lar, who have each spent over twenty years of a short life in prison
(having been several times convicted) have been for nearly two years
discharged and have during that time conducted themselves with so
much propriety, and formed such associations, and acquired so much
character, that we have no reason to fear a relapse. One of these
told us that the first serious thought of reform he ever entertained
was directly attributable to the action of the Association, and becom-
ing convinced that, though degraded, there werestill those that cared
for him; from that moment he determined to care for himsclf. Nor
is this a solitary instance or uncommon case ; so great an interest is
felt by them in the object of our labors that they have contributed to
the funds of the Association, and we have now upon our list of do-
nors an actual convict in the Clinton prison.

The fact that government has provided a disinterested party to

whom the prisoner can fearlessly unbosom himself and reveal his

grievances with the assurance that if his complaints are just they will

be fairly represented to that body which holds the power of redress, -

carries with it a soothing and tranquilizing effect, an effect however
not confined to the prisoners but that operates also upon the officers,
exciting them to greater diligence in the discharge of their duties, to
a more cautious exercise of power, and a more humane and christian
treatment of those under their control.

A discreet exercise of the powers of the Association can only be
productive of the most desirable results, whilst their abuse seems te
be so guarded against, protected and limited, as not possibly to lead
to any great evil.* Feeling thus we were surprised in the extra
session of 1847 to find the Association made the subject of attack in
a report made to our Legislature by a committee of the Senate. The
general tone and temper of this report render it perhaps useless for
us to add one word of comment.

*The law provides thatno examination of any prison shall be made by the Asso~
clation without an order first ob:ained from one of the judges of the Supreme Court
or 3 first judge of a County court, naming the individuals who are to examine, and
the time within which the examination shall be completed.

?
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‘We cannot, however, refrain from selecting that portion which re-
fers directly to our Association, for the purpose of more particularly
denying the truth of every essential allegation it contains. The report
was called for by the following resolution :

¢ Resolved, That the Committee on state prisons be, and are hereby
authorized and directed, to make a full and minute investigation of the ~
affairs of the Mount Pleasant state prison, including its business and _
pecuniary affairs ; its government and discipline ; the conduct and *
proceedings of the inspectors and other officers ; and the doings of the -
Prison Association, and their influence on the discipline and usefulness
of the prison ; and that said Committee have power to send for per-
sons and papers.”  And the part of the report applicable to this Asso-
ciation was as follows, viz. :

“ With regard to that part of the resolution of the Senate which
refers to ¢ the doings of the Prison Jssociation, and their infl
on the discipline and usefulness of the prisony” your Committee be-
lieve, from what testimony we have been able to obtain in this regard,
that its influences have tended to impair the discipline of the prison.
The convicts are said to be “in daily communication with the Prison
Association, or some officer of the prison in the interest of the Associa-
tion, and are informed that the Legislature has given this society
power to regulate and control the affairs of the prison ;> that there is
¢ intense feeling and sympathy entertained for the poor creatures, and
awatchful eye will be kept on all the acts and conduct of the keepers,
&c., &c., which has a tendency to make the convicts restless, impu-
dent, and to doubt the authorities of the prison.”  This is the testimo-
ny of one who knows well its effects.  They seem to act in the char-
acter of spies on the discipline generally and particularly, being
permitted to converse alone with the prisoners, without the presence
of the keeper ; and the results above alluded to, your Committee are
of opinion, are the natural consequences of such minute and constant
interference with the particular management of the prison, and must
be very annoying to the keepers in their attempts to preserve a mild
but healthy discipline.”

The only color of truth presented in the above extract is to be
found in the last clause, where it states that ¢ the Prison Association
seem to act as spies upon the discipline generally and particularly.”

This, so far as it relates to the legitimate powers of the Association
| Assembly, No. 243.] 2
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is true ; but if intended in an odious sense, or to convey the idea that
we attempt the exercise of any greater power than was intended to be
given and exercised, by the Legislature, destitute of all foundation.

The operations of the Association are undoubtedly vexatious to men
who are disposed to abuse their power s—ihe deeds of bad or incom-
petent men shun the light, while those of good men court inspection.
« For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, ncither cometh to the

4 light, lest his deeds should be reproved.” While the former, there-

fore, would consider any supervision as onerous, the latter would re-
joice to see his conduct and management properly appreciated. The
opposition which we have to encounter originates in those who are
disposed to abuse their trust, and feel annoyed that they cannot, as
heretofore, do it without exposure. The other statements, said to be
given on the testimony of one who knows, are, most unfortunately for
the veracity of the report, entirely and notoriously untrue. The Com-
mittee have, undoubtedly, represented what they honestly believed to
truth, but they have been the dupes of those cunning and designing
ones who feel anxious lest their own knavery should be exposed. We
are all liable to be deceived,and we should not complain of the action
of the Senate’s Committee did we not feel that courtesy, at least, re-
quired that they should have informed us of the charges preferred
against us, so that we might have bad an opportunity of defending
ourselves from so covert an attack before they had written down an
association of respectable men united for the promotion of an ob-
ject which probably the Committee had no more at heart than the
Association, on the testimony of one witness and that witness one
who, from his assumption of peculiar knowledge, seems to be an in-
terested party. It is from this source alone that opposition is raised
1o the Prison Association. It is,in most instances, of a pecuniary

V' character, arising from the fear of losing either place or profits.

After relieving and attending to the wants of the detained, the
principal objects which the Association have in view are the improve-
ment of criminal law, both in its principles and administration, and in
the improvement and government of prisons; but it is to the latter
subject, the improvement of prison discipline, that we would now
confine ourselves, We seck it directly and indirectly. Directly, by
a carefel comparison of the results obtained in different prisons under
different systems of discipline. By observing the effects of these

U T7-4¢
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different systems upon the health and character of the convict, and
upon the police and productiveness of the prison. By cautiously ex-
amining their Jiability to abuse. By collecting and publishing the
fullest statistics on all subjects relating to the g vernment of prisons;
?y intercourse with prisoners, advising, warning, reproving, yet hear-
ing patiently their complaints, and by infusing as much as possible
into the minds of keepers a right notion of discipline. Indirectly, by
the encouragement it affords prisoners to conduct well in prison, that
they may be entitled to the benefits of our Institution when they are
discharged. By its influence, in warming and cherishing the germ of
Hope in their bosoms. By ils teaching them that, though fallen, they
are not abandoned ; and that, by steadfast effort, they may regain re-
specmbil;xty; and by its effect, in producing a better feeling in the
community towards this class, by the evidence it has presented of the
entire reformation of many under its care.  As at a previous session
of the Legislature an attempt was made to repeal that part of our
charter which gives us the power of inspecting prisons, and as such
an effort may be again made, we beg leave to direct attention to the
following remonstrance, prepared and presented on that occasion, as
setting forth succinctly the claims of the Institution for continued con-
fidence and support.

Memorial of the Prison Association of New-York, in relation to the
repeal of the Charter of said Association.

To t}:e Honorable, the Assembly of the State of New-York. The
h{Iemona] of the Executive Committee of the Prison Association of the
city of New-York respectfully shows,

That your memorialists deem it their duty to submit to your hon-
orable body a few observations concerning the bill from the Senate,
now pending before you for the modification of the Charter of our As-
sociation.

In respect to county jails, thisbill,as we are informed, proposes to take
from the Association the power of examining any prisoner, by which,
we presume, it is intended to deny to us the permission given by the
general law to inspectors of county prisons, and extended to our body
by its Charter, of conversing with the prisoners ¢ without the presence
of the keepers ;” such being the only power of this nature which is

possesseil, or has been exercised, by us. But in respect to the state
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.| prisons, the bill entirely takes away from the Association all authority
"1 to inspect them.

‘We should be obliged to regard the passage of a bill raaking such al-
terations in our charter, as a formal legislative condemnation either of
the plans and objects of our Association, or of the measures by which
we attempted to carry them into effect.
not do the Legislature the injustice to suppose, that they can disap-
prove of any well meant effort for the improvement of prison disci-
pline, the reformation of prisoners, or the decrease of crime, the great
objects for which our Association has been formed. As to the latter,
while we are conscious that our views are liable to mistake; that our
labors are quite imperfect; and that in both we fall far behind the
cal's of humanity and of duty; we have the satisfaction of knowing,

As to the former, we will

that some of them have been productive of good, and we are sure,
that all have been prompted by a sincere and earnest wish to pro-
mote the interests of law, humanity and virtue.

We respectfully submit that the powers of inspection which the
Legislature have given us, are vitally important to the ascertainment
of facts, the detection of abuses, the suggestion of improvements, and
the discovery of the remedies that ought to be applied. These pow-

ers, the Legislature will bear in mind, are simply those of inquiry. !

No control is given to us over the prison authorities. We cannot or-
der that a blow less or more shall be struck; that food shall be
changed increased or diminished, that anything shall be added to or
taken from the time of labor assigned to convicts, We cannot sep-
arate in our county prisons the male from the female, the young from
the old, the mere vagrant from the hardened criminal.
the state prisons our powers ate equally limited.

In regard to

The object of the Legislature in bestowing upon us these guarded
powers of inquiry and inspection, your honorable body will perceive,
by reference to our charter, was to enable the Legislature, by our
aid, “to perfect the government and discipline of our prisons, by
bringing to their knowledge the facts necessary for their just and in-
telligent action.”

Pursuant to their charter, your memorialists have already presented to
the Legislature the history of their proceedings for the past ycar;
and they appeal with confidence to this report, for evidence, that in-
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tentionally they have neither perverted their trust, nor been neg-
Tectful of their duties.

By the proposed modification of our charter, our capacity for use-
fulness will be essentially impaired, We can do but little for the de-
tained; we shall be injuriously limited in our investigations for im-
proving the discipline of our prisons; and we shall be almost entirely
dependent on the representations and statements of keepers in our
endeavors to aid the discharged convict on his return to society, and
thus be deprived of that personal knowledge which is necessary to
the wise administration of this duty.

The undersigred would respectfully ask the attention of the House
of Assembly to the matters found on the 74th, 75th, 76th, 77th, and
78th pages of the second part of our third report, and also to pages
71 and 72, now before the Legislature, as conclusive evidence of the
usefulness of inspecting the State prisens, as well as the county jails,
and the necessity of conversing with prisoners as occasion, in the ex-
ercise of a sound discretion, may seem to require. 'That the facts
contained in those pages af our report, should have been made known
to the Legislature, all will admit; that, but for the enquiries of our
Assaciation, they would ever have become known to them, no one,
we presume will venture to assert.

Your memorialists, therefore, respectfully submit to the honarable
Assembly, that the proposed modification of the charter of the Pris-
on Association is not called for by the public interest; and that, on
the confrary, the public good will be best promoted by leaving the
charter for the present at least, unaltered. They submit, that the na-
ture and result of their past labors, at least, entitle them to the bene-
fit of further trial.

Your memorialists and their associates have no private ends to gain
by the continuance of their present powers; they desire such continu-
ance for the sake of the prisoner whom they would reclaim from his
sins, and relieve from his sufferings.

They desire it for the sake of saciety, whose interests they reek to
protect, by the restoration to uprightness and honesty of those of its
members who have gone astray.

They desire it for the sake of our common human‘ity. Philanthro
pists in other states, and in distant lands, have hailed the establish-
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ment of this Association, as an omen of good to mankind. They
have praised our labors far beyond their deserts; and this praise nec-
* essarily extends to the authority which gave us a legal existence and
invested us with powers of extensive usefulness. Other states and
Kingdoms are calling to their aid the wise and the good in their en-
deavors to raise the fallen and elevate everywhere the character and
influence of their public institutions. And we cannot believe that
our own State is prepared to retrace steps and abandon the measures
that it has hitherto taken in the same noble career.

For these reasons the undersigned hope, that the bill which has
passed the Senate, modifying and in effect repealing the charter of
the Prison Association of New-York, will not receive the sanction of
your honorable body; and they respectfully pray, that if any charges
shall hereafter be made relative to the measures of the Association,
and affecting its character and usefulness, they shall not be made the
hasis of legislative action, until an opportunity shall have been giver
to the executive committee to explain and vindicate their conduct.

By order and on behalf of the Prison Association of New-York.

R. N. HAVENS,
JOHN DUER,
JOHN D. RUSS,
B. F. BUTLER,
JOHN H. GRISCOM.
New-York, Dec. 2, 1847.

The new Constitution having changed the system of prison govern-
ment in our State, it became the duty of the Legislature to adapt the
then existing law upon this subject to the requirements of the organic
law. Farly, therefore, in the Session of 1847, the prison Committee
of each house introduced bills amendatory of the laws ; but as these
bills were more particularly framed to meet the requirements of the
Constitution than with a view to any improvement in penal discipline,
the Executive Commiitee of the Association felt it to be their duty,on
so fitting an ocasion, to propose such alterations in our statutes, in re-
lation to this subject, as the progress of civilization and the best inter-
est of the State seemed to them to require. Accordingly,a committee
was appoinied, consisting of John Duer, John W. Edmonds, Benj. F.
Butler, John D. Russ, and Rensselaer N. Havens, to consider and re-
port what alterations and improvements could be advantageously
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proposed. The Committee found the statutes relating to this subject |
so numerous and scattered over a legislation of so many years, that it '
was even difficult, in many instances, to discover what the law really
was., Under such circumstances, it was believed that they could
render an important service to the State, as well as more completely
effect their own object, if they should collect,arrange, and consolidate
into one act the existing laws, at the same time availing themselves
of the opportunity to suggest and introduce such amendments as they
might deem necessary and proper. Two of the Committee volunteered

§  to undertake the arduous task, and the present law of the State gov-
* erning our prisons, with scme few alteratious, was the result of their

labors.

To point out the various modifications and alterations which were
suggested by the Committee would probably subserve no valuable
purpose ; briefly however to recapitulate some of the most important,
seems to be only an act of justice, viz :

Title I., Art. 1st., §9, as amended, makes labor imperative in coun-
ty prisons.

Section 13 provides a Bible for each room, and religious worship
on Sundays.

Section 16 makes it the duty of the keepers to keep a record of
commitments and discharges in conformity with the tables recom-
mended in our Third Report.

Title IT., Art, 1st., § 34, sub 1, requires the Inspectors to visit each
of the state prisons at least four times each year.

Section 34, sub. 4, requires the Inspectors, in making rules for the
government of the prison, to adopt such as will be more consistent
with discipline, and will best conduce to reformation.

Section 34, sub. 11, reduces the term of contract for the supply of
provisions from three years to one.

Section 34, sub. 13, makes it the duty of the Inspectors to transmit
the amount and inventory of the agent to the Comptroller, with such
remarks as may be necessary to enable him to understand it, and cor-
rect errors.

Section 34, sub. 14, requires an estimate, under oath, of the value
of the property of the State,by two competent persons, to be appoint-
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ed by the Inspectors, which shall be transmitted to the Comptroller,
with the inventory of the agent.

« Section 34, sub. 15, requires, as far as practicable, the selection for
keepers, of persons qualified to instruct in the trades and manufactures
pursued in prison.

Section 35 requires each Inspector to visit the prison assigned him
at least once a month, to inquire into its conduct and management : to
Leep a journal of his proceedings at such visitation, and report the
same to the Board of Inspectors at their quarterly meeting, and that
such journal shall be entered in the book of the proceedings of the
Board in the prison to which it relates.

Section 37 requires all appointments and removals from office to be
made by a written instrument, and in cases of removal, briefly stating
the causes, which shall be noted on the next account of the agent to be
rendered to the Comptroller.

Title IL., Act 1st., § 38, forbids the Inspectors to appoint relatives
to office.

Section 39 forbids Inspectors being directly or indirectly concerned
in any contract for the employment of prisoners or supp'y of pro-
visions.

Section 48, sub. 8, requires the agent to submit any controversy
relative to any claim or demand of any person against the prison to
arbitration.

Section 48, sub. 15, requires the agent to close his account annu-
ally, on the last day of September of each year, and on or before the
first day of December thereafter, to render to the Inspectors a full and
true account, accompanied by a copy of the necessary vouchers.

Section 53, sub. 3, requires the warden to examine daily into the
state of the prison, and into the health, condition, and safe keeping of
the convicts, and to inquire into the complaints made by the convicts
relative to their provisions, clothing,and treatment by the keepers.

Section 53, sub. 4, requires the warden to make such general or-
ders, or rules, for the government of subordinate officers of the prison
s he may deem proper. Such rules and orders shall be in writing,
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and shall be entered in a book, to be kept by the warden, and shall
be subject to any alteration or amendment by the Inspectors.

Section 53, sub. 5, requires the warden to note,in his daily journal,
the nature of all punishments inflicted, and make a memorandum of
every complaint by convicts in regard to quality and quantity of food,
clothing, or unjust treatment by keepers—the journal to be examined
by the Inspectors.

Section 53, sub. 8, requires the warden to make a monthly report
to the Inspectors, stating the names of all convicts received during the
preceding month, with all facts relating thereto, and also stating, in
in such report, of the convicts pardoned during the past month,and all
other particulars in relation to the parties so pardoned, or discharged,
that are required to be stated in relation to the convicts received in the
prison.

Section 57, sub. 8, requires the clerk to make an annual report to
the Secretary of State, stating, in cases of pardon, the time unexpired
of the time for which the convicts so pardoned were respectively sen-
tenced, when such pardons were granted,and the condition, if any, on
which they were granted, and also the state of health of each convict
so pardoned, at the time of his discharge.

Title T1., Art 1st., § 57, sub. 2, requires the clerk to keep a register
of convicts alphabetically arranged, in which shall be entered, under
appropriate columns, as recommended in the 3d Report of P. A. The
Inspectors may require such additional facts to be stated on the regis-
ter as they may deem proper.

Section 57, sub. 4, requires clerk to examine articles purchased
by the agent, at the time of purchase,and compare them with the bills
thereof, to ascertain whether they correspond in weight, quality, and
quantity, and inspect the supplies which are furnished for the prison
on contract, or with the provisions of law regulating the same.

Section 57, sub. 5, requires clerk to enter each bill taken by the
agent, in the books of the prison, unless he shall know or have reason
to believe such bill is erroneous ; in which case he shall report the
bill, with his objections thereto, to the agent of the prison ; and shall
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do such writing, in relation to the affairs of the prison, as may be re-
quired of him by the superior officers of such prison.

¢ Section 57, sub. 6, requires clerk to have charge of all books of ac-

counts, registers, &c., relating to affairs of the prison, all of which
shall be preserved, and remain in the prison ; and to be open to ex-
amination of Inspectors, and others,authorized by law to examine the
same.

Section 57, sub. 9, requires clerk to make an annual report to In-
spectors on or before the 1st day of December in each year the num-
ber of convicts in prison, the various branches of business in which

they are employed, and the number employed in each branch.

Section 59, giving the matron of the female convict prison, at Sing
Sing, the same powers, and requiring her to perform the same duties,
in relation to that prison, as are given and imposed upon the wardens
of prisons ; and the powers and duties of assistant matron shall be the
same as those of the keepers of the prison ; but such matron and as-
sistant matron shall in all cases be bound to obey such regulations and
instruction as the Inspectors shall from time to time prescribe.

Section 60, sub. 2, requires the chaplain to visit the convicts in
their cells, and to devote one hour each week day, and the afternoon
of each Sunday, for the purpose of giving them moral and religious
instruction.

Section 60, sub. 3. To furnish, at the expense of the State, a Bible
and hymn book to each convict.

Title IL., Art. 1st., § 50, sub. 4, requires the chaplain to take charge
of the library, see that no improper books are introduced into the
cells of the convicts, and, if any such be found therein, to take away
and return them to the agent ; and for the purpose of properly per®
forming these duties, to visit weekly each cell in the prison.

Section 60, sub. 5, requires chaplain to visit daily the sick in the
hospital.

Section 60, sub. 6, to make an annual report to the Inspectors, up
to Ist of December, relative to the religious and moral conduct of
prisoners during the past year, stating therein what services he shall.
have performed, and the fruits, if any, of his instruction, and shall
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append thereto, as far as practicable, in tabular form, the facts, as
required by the tables of the 3d Report of the Prison Association.

Section 61.  Two instructors shall be appointed by the board of In-
spectors for each of the prisons at Sing Sing and Auburn, and one at:
Clinton state prison. It shall be the Juty of such instructors, in con-
junction and under the supervision of the chaplain, to give instruction
in the useful branches of an English education to such convicts as, in
the judgment of the warden or the chaplain, may require the same ;
and such instruction shall be given for not less than one hour and a
half daily, Sundays excepted, betweeen the hours of six and nine in
the evening.

Section 62.— The chaplain shall make a quarterly report to the In-
spectors, stating the number of convicts that shall have been instructed
during the last quarter, the branches of education in which they have
been instructed, the text books used, and the progress made ; and to
note especially any cases in which an unusual progress has been made
by a convict.

Section 63, sub. 2, requires the physician to report monthly to the
inspectors the number of patients received into the hospital during the
month, stating their respective ages, color, disease, and occupation in
prison ; the quality and kind of medicine administered ; their condi-
tion when discharged ; the time they shall have remained in the hos-
pital ; the number of deaths, stating the cause of such deaths ; and it
shall be farther his duty to state, in such report, the number of sick
convicts not received into the hospital for whom he shall have pre-
scribed during the month, and the quality and kind of medicine so
preseribed, and the number of days during which such convicts, in
consequence of sickness, shall have been relieved from labor.

Tit II. Art I. § 63, sub. 3, requires the Physician to examine daily
into the quality and state of the provisions delivered to the prisoners,
and whenever he shall have reason to believe that any of such provis-
ions are prejudicial to the health of the prisoner he shall immediately
make a report thereof to the warden and agent of the prison ; he shall
also have power, and it shall be his duty to prescribe the diet of sick
convicts, whether in the hospital or in their cells or elsewhere, and
his directions in relation thereto shall be followed by the agent and
warden.
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Section 63, sub. 4, to keep a daily list of all admissions to thehos-
pital in tke manner prescribed in the 3d Repcrt of Prison Association.

Section 63, sub. 5, to make a yearly report to the Inspectors, of
the sanitary condition of the prison for the past year, in which all the
information contained in his daily report and his monthly reports shall
be condensed.

Art 3. § 96, whenever a physician of a State prison shall duly
report to the warden that any convict confined therein is so far insane
as to render him dangerous, or an improper subject of prison discipline,
it shall be the duty of such warden to remove such convict to New-
York State Lunatic Asylum in the county of Oneida ; and the officers
having charge of the asylum shall receive such convict and retain him
therein at the expense of the state, as long as he shall continue in-
sane.

Section 97, if such insane person shall recover from his insanity
before the expiration of the term of sentence, the officer having the
principal charge of the asylum shall give notice of such recovery to
the agent of the prison from which such convict was sent, as soon as
in his judgment such convict may be safely removed, and it shall then
be the duty of the agent to cause the convict to be returned to such
prison.

Section 98, in cases where no such report shall have been made by
the physician of the prisen, if the Inspector, or the warden or chaplain
of the prison shall have reason to believe that any convict confined
therein is so far insane as to be dangerous or an unfit subject for prison
discipline, such Inspector, warden or chaplain shall report the same
to a justice of the peace and two practicing physicians residing most
contiguous to such a prison, whose duty it shall be, on being notified
in writing, to meet on the day mentioned in such notice, at such
prison, and examine into the case of the convict by personal observa-
tion or testimony, or both, as they may deem proper, and if a majo-
rity of them shall be of opinion that such convict is so far insane as
to be dangerous or an unfit subject of prison discipline, they shall im-
mediately deliver a certificate of their opinion, under their hands, to
the warden of the prison, whose duty it shall be to cause such convict

to be immediately removed o the State asylum at Utica.
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Section 102, requires the Inspector having charge and the warden,
physician and chaplain of any state prison in which a convict shall
die, if they or either of them shall have reason to believe that the
death of the convict arose from any other than ordinary sickness, to
call upon the coroner having jurisdiction, to hold an inquest upon the
body of such deceased convict.

Section 107, no person not authorized by law or by a written . per-
mission from an inspector, shall visit any state prison, or communicate
with any convict therein without consent of the warden, nor without
such consent shall any person bring into or convey out of a state
prison any letter or writing to or from any convict, nor shall any
letter or writing be delivered to a convict, or if written by a convict,
be sent from the prison until the same be examined and read by the
warden, or by some other officer of the prison duly authorized by the
warden. Whoever shall violate this provision shall be deemed guilty
of a misdemeanor.

Section 109, whenever any convict confined in a state prison shall
escape therefrom, it shall be the duty of the warden of the prison to
take all proper measures for the apprehension of the conviet so escap-
ed, and in his discretion he may offer a reward not exceeding $50 for
the apprehension and safe delivery of such conviet ; with the consent
of the Inspector having charge of the prison such reward may be en-
creased to a sum not exceeding $250,

These, although not all, are some of the most important amend-
ments proposed by the committee, and adopted by Legislature.

The Association early felt the importance not only to themselves
but to the cause of prison discipline in our State, of cultivating
friendly relations with the new Inspectors. It was believed that we
might be of mutual service to each other, and accordingly as soon as
they were inducted to office the Corresponding Secretary addressed a
letter to each of the Inspectors requesting that they would appoint a
time and place, at their earliest convenience, in which they could re-
ceive a committee of the Association to consult upon its duties and
privileges under the new law. This was answered by a note from
Mr. Gedney informing the Committee that he would lay their appli-
cation before the board, but as the board adjourned without taking
any further notice of the committee, on the 15th of January 1848,
they addressed them the following note: -
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To Messrs. Spencer, Comstock and Gedney, Inspectors of State Pri-
sons of the State of New-York.
Gentlemen.—On the 24th of last month the undersigned in behalf
of the New-York Prison Association, whose committee they are, had
the honor to address a note to you respe tfully inviting your attention
to certain provisions in an act of the Jate Legislature, entitled “An
act for the better regulation of the County and State Prisons of the
State, and consolidating and amending the existing laws in relation
thereto;” and asking you to name some early period during the first
meceting of your board, when it would be convenient for you to con-
fer with the committee in regaad to the provisions of the act more im-
mediately relating to the duties of the Association.

On the the 31st of December the committee received a note from
John B. Gedney Esq., 8f White Plains, one of your number, of
which the following is a copy:

White Plains, Dec., 30, 1847.
Gentlemen.—Your letter of the 24th inst., isat hand. I will con-
fer with associates and will give you timely notice when it will be
convenient to have an interview with you.
I remain yours truly,
JOHN B. GEDNEY.
To Messrs. John D. Russ and others, Committee.

The committee have been anxiously waiting since the receipt of
this letter to receive an official communication from the board fixing
the time and place of such meeting. As however, no such notice
has been received by us, and as we understand the Board of Inspec-
tors has adjourned, it becomes necessary in the discharge of the du-
ties imposed upon us by our actof incorporation and modified* by the
late Legislature, to ask of you a general order to examine the differ-
ent State and County prisons throughout the State, and report to you
in accordance with the direct provisions of this law as defined in the
25th and 26th sections of title first, article second.

We cannot conclude this note without expressing our regret that
the time of the inspectors was so much occupied during their recent
session as to make it necessary for them to deny the very reason-
able desire of this committee, especially as we had flattered our

*Erroneous although strenuous efforts were made by o f the L
produce such a result. ¥ one of the Tnspectors to
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selves that much good might result, not only to our Association,

but to the State by an early interchange of opinions with those

placed in such an eminent position for usefulness, and who, we

cannot doubt, have with ourselves but a single eye to the welfare of
the convict, and the best interests of the State.
‘We have the honor to be,

Gentlemen, yours respectfully,
JOHN D. RUSS, and others,
Com. Pris. Association.

Thus the matter stood until the month of August last when it be-
came the duty of the Association, in conformity with the provisions
of their charter, to visit and examine the different prisons. For this
purpose various committees were appointed; and among them one
composed of John Duer, John D. Russ, Isaac T. Hopper, William C.
Russel and Richard Reed, to visit and inspect Sing Sing prison. A
majority of this committee undertook to fulfil the objects of their ap-
pointment but were met on the threshold of the prison by the

{ warden Mr. Wells, who peremptorily refused them admission, re-

marking “if you go in under that order I leave the prison to-morrow.”

" On further reflection, however, as one of the Inspectors was then at

the prison he referred the committee to him. The first decision of
the Inspector was a similar refusal, but further consideration decided
him to Jay the demand before the board of Inspectors who were to
meet that afternoon, and if they decided differently, he promised to
give us immediate notice. The committee waited several weeks for
this answer, but as none came they were compelled to consider the
decision of the Inspector as the decision of the board, and to act ac-
cordingly. On the 17th day of August some months from the time of
their demund, the committee by direction of the Association peti-
tioned for an alternative mandamus which was issued by the Supreme
Court on 23rd of August, returnable in twenty days; and although
near five months have elapced such are the delays which have been ~
interposed, that no decision has yet been had although the Inspectors
appear to have virtually yielded the point by allowing the Association
to visit and inspect other prisons.

The committee regret that the warden and Inspectors should have
felt it their duty to have refused to the Association the exercise of
their legal rights, not only on account of the needless expense which
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unnecessary litigation will occasion, but especially as the accounts
, which we are daily receiving from that prison, give occasion to much
anxiety in relation to its present state and condition.

FINANCES.

The report of the finance committee and the accounts of thetreasu-
rers of that and the female department shew that there has been ex-
pended since our last report, viz. in 1847 :

For the relief of discharged convicts including herein the establishment

and support of the Home for Females, v ivvavuee.... $3284 04
For Commitlee on Detentions, cevaueesvocansasansns 176 62
For Inspection of Prisons, coeseeeerunecrenneenaene. 207 18
For Printing and Stationery, ...voveavensaness oven.. 963 53
For compensation to Financial Agent, .vvvveesvuna.a.. 784 31
For office rent, Clerk bire, Insurance, &¢, «vvvuveenesn. 376 19

$5791 87
In 1848 :

For discharged convictsincluding the support of the Home, $2941 13
For Committee on Detentions, vvvevuvs.. 0 00
For Inspection of Prisons, vveeseesiessaranveosannns 49 23
For Printing and S1ationery, .vovuveeesesueeecenseas
For compensation to Financial Agent; vev.u.s.

. 526 48
For office rent, Clerk hire, Insurance, &¢, +veversnvons

474 87
$4105 68

The contributions for 1847 were $4,229.80 and for 1848 $2,582.
14, leaving a deficiencey in the receipts of the past year, when com-
pared with those of the previous year, of $1,647.68. In the female
department, the receipts for 1847 were $1,892.03, while for 1848

they were only $1,697.81 leaving a deficiency of $194.22 in this
department,

It will be perceived from this statement that there has been a
serious diminution in the amount of contributions for the past year.
But we are happy to learn from the report of the finance committee,
¢ that it does not arise from any lack or decrease of interest in the
objects of the association, but on account of a comparative depression
in business which has limited the means of many friends, thus com-
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pelling them to witbhold altogether their subscriptions, or give but a
part of their usual donations. It is to be hoped that a returning sea-
son of prosperity will replenish their treasury, and that their means of
usefulness may be extended beyond that of any former period.”’?
‘While waiting for such a season we believe that we have a legitimate
claim upon legislative aid ; the embarrassments under which the As-
sociation now labors were directly induced by its efforts to comply
with the requirements of our charter which impose upon us as a duty,
what we only asked as privilege, and enjoins us yearly to inspect and
report the state and condition of our prisons. In the exercise of this
duty we incurred an increase of expenditure which has proved a cause
of serious embarrassment in our subsequent proceedings. We have!
twice petitioned the legislature for relief, have received a favorable
report from the committee to whom our petition was referred, still no
action has been had, and we have been obliged in consequence to
abandon our plan for a general inspection of the prisons of the state.

The report upon our first memorial, as it is in substance the same
as the second, and as it forcibly presents the testimony of other and
disinterested parties, to the value and importance of our labors, we
shall here introduce.

In Assembly October 18, 1847.

Report of the committee on State Prisons on the petition of the
Prison Association for relief.

Mr. Rathbun from the Committec on State prisons to which was
referred the petition of the New-York Prison Association,

RepoRTS:

¢ That upon a careful examination of the memorial and petition of
the said Association, together with the accompanying documents, they
find that by the act of the Legislature, passed May 9, 1846, itis
made the duty of the Association to inspect and examine all the pri-
sons in-the State, and to report to the Legislature annually their state
and condition, together with such other things in regard to them, as
may enable the Legislature to perfect their government and discipline.
That in compliance with the provisions of thisact, the Association
in 1846, inspected and examined fifteen county prisons, (including the
Essex and Jefferson market prisons, in the city of New-York,) and
the four State Prisons of the State. That they have embodied the
result of their examinations in a voluminous report, replete with

[Assembly, No.243.] 3
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startling facts, valuable suggestions, and minute statistics. That they
have shown great care and diligence in collection and preparing this
matter, and that their reports, occupying about one hundred pages of
solid matter and figures, are highly honorable to the Association and
creditable to the State. In imposing this onerous duty, which has
thus far been so ably performed by the Association, no provision was
made for their compensation, and as theirs is a voluntary Association,
without endowment, engaged in highly praiseworthy and benevolent
objects, calculated to have an important and salutary influence upon
the conduct and management of our prisons, it appears to your com-
mittee, that not only as a matter of right, but asa dictate of sound
policy, the Legislature should make such provision for this inspection
as shall at least indemnify the Association for the expense thus in-
curred.

Your committee therefore, have prepared and beg leave to present
the accompanying bill, which in their opinion contemplates the ap-
propriation of no more than a just compensation for the valuable ser-
vices rendered during the past year, and a further provision for simi-
lar services during the present year.”

However just and proper an allowanve for the discharge of duties
made incumbent by the Legislature may be, we feel that we have a
moral claim upon their countenance and support of even a higher
character. A claim for the reformation of many who would other-
wise have been missionaries of evil, scattered over our land, corrupt-
ing and debasing all with whom they might come in contact. Those
who have carefully observed the influences of a vicious heart, over
youthful minds, can alone appreciate the value of only one such re-
form. The gain is not wholly, nor is it mainly to the individual.
Society is equally interested. We therefore boldly and unhesita-
tingly ask the Legislature for assistance believing that the salutary in-
fluences of our action will produce a yearly saving to the State in
criminal prosecutions alone, of much more than any appropriation we
shall be likely to request, or the Legislature to grant.

In soliciting contributions for our charity we often meet individuals

. who refuse us their assistance on the ground that prevention is better
than cure, and that they prefer to support the House of Industry, or
some other preventive charity, to one that professes to be simply
reformative. To all such we would say that prevention operates indi-

No. 243.] 35

vidually, contamination collectively, one bad man may corrupt a hun-
dred good ; but assuming their position we still think we bave the
strongest claim to their support. Is not ours eminently a preventive
as well as a reformative Institution? Will not the reformation of
one hardened offender, by changing his influence over the minds of
those just ready to fall, do more to prevent crime, than any mere ef-
fort for prevention possibly can? Any effort, therefore, to sustain a
reformative institution we consider to be eminently a preventive
effort.

DETENTIONS.

The association having involved itself by its efforts to inspect and
examine prisons, to comply with the requisitions of its charter, have '
been obliged to depend for the last eighteen months on the voluntary
services of one of their number, as agent for this committee, and al-
though it is believed that he has acceptably performed the duty he
undertook, it can hardly be expected that he will thus gratuitously
continue his labors for the coming year. The duties of this agency
are arduous and exceedingly important, and we should at least be in
a position to make a reasonable compensation to any competent per-
son that may undertake them. They embrace an extensive field, in-
cluding not only the four prisons of New-York but the prison at
Brooklyn. The commitments in New-York for the last year have
been as follows :

January, ..o iiis i iie .., 851
B P £s11
March, voveiivniinn e, . 115
Aprily ouul..
May,. . NP

June, il

Julyy e e i e
August, coiiiiiiiii e
N T N
October,.oviiviinennen
November, ....

December, .....

The books of the committee shew that between the st of July
1847 and the 1st July 1848, there have been admitted into this prison
the following numbers for the following causes.
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« For a more particular account of the city prisons during the past
year, we would refer to the report of the Detention Committee.
Some interesting particulars, however, appertaining to the operation
of that Committee for the previous year, which should be made a
matter of record, have no place in their report. These, although re-
ported to the Executive Committee; have not yet been made public,
and, as they seem necessary to a full history of the doings of that
Committee, we feel it a duty briefly to recapitulate them. The whole
number discharged from prison during the year 1847, upon the appli-
cation of the Committee’s agent, was 142. Of these, 32 were
girls, and 26 boys. The disposition of those discharged was
as follows :—Apprentices, 3. Fines remitted, 1. Sent to house
of Refuge, boys, 7. Do., girls, 7. Witnesses discharged, 2. Dis-
charged on habeas, 6. Sent to lunatic asylum, 6. Sent to the home,
16. Provided employment for, 25. Bailed, 1.

This report embodies a memorial sent to the Common Council,
of the city of New-York through the Executive Committee, in August,
1847,in which they state, after a full exposition of the then condition
of the city prison, their conviction of the necessity of a reform in the
following particulars.

Fyrst.—That the Sixth Ward police should be immediately removed,
and proper accommodations secured for them elsewhere or that
they should be restricted to the basement front of the city prison,and
#he lower part of the lockup house.

Second.—That the female up-stairs department should be so in-
creased as to furnish forty more separate cells.

Third.—That a communication between the north and south wings
of the front of the prison should be made by a covered gallery behind
the columns of the portico, or by means of stairs and a covered way
on the roof.

~ FPourth—That the prisoners, one and all, should be confined to
- -separate cells, and only allowed to walk for certain hours upon the
corridors and in the yard, in such manner and according to such rules
as to prevent personal intercourse.

Fifth.—That grated doors should be provided for the cells, or some
- proper means of ventilation introduced.
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Sizth.—That communication through the soil-pipes should be pre- |
vented by an alteration in the manner of their construction.

Seventh.—That a hospital should be provided for the sick.

Eighth.—That no person should be allowed to visit the prisoners ex-
cept for urgent reasons, and then only in the presence of a keeper.

Ninth —That articles of food prepared for the prisoners by eating
houses, or friends, should only be given to the prisoners by the keep-
ers, or some one specially designated for the purpose.

Tenth—That prisoners should not be allowed to converse with
each other on the corridors, under pain of forfeiting their right to the
use of the same.

Eleventh.—To prevent the possibility of any mistake by which two
or more prisoners may be placed in a cell, a directory, with the num-
ber of the cells thereon, should be kept at the desk, with the name of
the occupant placed opposite the number of his cell.

Twelfth.—That the cells now occupid hy, or used as lumber rooms,
be cleansed, repaired, and fitted for the use of prisoners.

Thirteenth.—That a supply of straight jackets should be kept for
the use of the insane.

Fourteenth.—That a complete set of rules for the government of the
officers and prison should be printed, and placed in a conspicuous
place on every corridor and in each cell.

Fifteenth.—As the Revised Statutes evidently contemplate that all
convicts in county or city prisons shall be constantly employed at
hard labor, we deem it our duty to call the attention of your honorable
body to the fact, that the intentions of the Legislature hitherto have
been wholly disregarded, and no provision has been made for the em-
ployment of the convicts in any of our city prisons.

Although no other action was taken by the Common Council than
to refer this report to the Prison Committee. 1t seems, in connection
with the exertions of our agent, and a letter by one of our officers
publicly addressed to the mayor, which appeared, about the same
time, to have operated so effectually on the good sense of the officers




L -a—ﬂbordmates at will.

249 [ AssemBrLY

. of our city prison, that, notwithstanding the indifference of the author-
ities, considerable effort was made during the year, both by the keeper,
Mr. Edmonds, and by the physician, to remedy existing evils, and
put the prison in a better state for the moral health and physical im-
provement of the unfortunate prisoners. Thus is noticed in the female

| department an attempt to separate and classify the prisoners :—the

_! addition of an airing yard for females ; the separation of young offend-

. ers and children from those more advanced in crime ; the introduction
of temperance lectures and the pledge, and a weekly administration
to the spiritual wants of the detained. The physician has added to
his own comfort and the respectability of the establishment by pre-
paring a suitable office for his department ; by fitting up a commodious
hospital with six beds, and by the introduction of straight jackets and
camesoles, those indispensable requisites for the insane. Since that
report, further improvements have been attempted, particularly by the
occupation of the five day prisoners in picking oakum, producing
cheerfulness, order, and decorum. The Prison Committee have also
made some effort to aid the individual efforts of the officers, and have
authorized, at several times, the appropriation of small sums for this

- : object. Under their direction apartments have been fitted up in the
.3 north wing of the building for the accommodation of children ; and,

" more recently, three large rooms in the female department added, and
a division of the upper part of the female prison into eight distinct
rooms for the purpose of the separate confinement of different classes ;
but, unfortunately, the provision for children was made in a part of
the prison which has rendered it entirely useless, and the additional
apartments for females, instead of affording opportunities for a more
distinet classification, even interfere with the classification that pre-

! viously existed, as formerly there were two rooms under distinct

locks, while now there are thirteen under one.

The report recommends that the term of office of keeper in all our
¢ prisons should be increased, and that they should receive their ap-
Z- pointment forat least three years, removable only for malfeasance, and
.. that they should possess the right of appointing and dismissing their
Such a system, it is thought, would remedy
;? many of the evils at present complained of, secure efficient and intel-
‘ligent action, and afford the officers an opportumty,not only to design,
§ ‘but to carry into operation the improvements in discipline and gov-
¢ ernment which their experience would suggest.

| those under conviction or sentence.
. 50 accommodated that the convicts shall be kept in separate rooms
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The present method of paying the keeper of our city prison,seems
to be a remnant of a barbarous age, and so evidently unjust and op-

§ pressive, that it is a matter of astonishment and surprise that it should

have been tolerated to this day. A large proportion of the keepers
salary is derived from the lock-up feees, i. e. from a tax of seventy-
five cents levied upon every person locked up. To suffer imprison-
ment upon mere suspicion seems to be hard enough, without being
obliged to pay for liberty when that suspicion is removed. Prisoners
supposed to have money in their possession are frequently detained,
if they refuse to pay, for days after being otherwise discharged.
The keeper can not be blamed for the exercise of this right, as not
only his livelihood in part depends upon it, but the terms of the dis-
charge, which are usually as follows, to wit: ¢ Discharge the body
of C. D. after payment of your fees” contemplates such a demand.
Besides the wrong done to the detained, it frequently throws upon
the public the expense of his further maintenance for an indefinite
period.

In addition to the suggestions of the Detention Committee em-
embodied in their reports we would call attention to the law esta-

| blishing our county jails which required, 1st that they shall keep all per-

sons committed to their charge as witnesses: 2d those who are detain-
ed for trial and examination : 3d those held on civil process, and 4th
These are by law obliged to be

from the other classes, that the prisoners shall not b. jermitted to

. converse with one another, and those under scntence are required to

labor when so ordered by the keeper. These are the general provis-
ions of the law, and embrace all that part which relates to the police
and government of the prison. However defective this law may ap-
pear, and defective it undoubtedly is, it possesses some provisions
which if faithfully carried into practice, would change the entire
character of prison influences, and leave us at least the hope that
corruption would not necessarily be the resuit of incarceration. But -
there is no example in this state, of a prison in which the law is ob-
served, although all its provisions are proper, just, and necessary,
and ought to be carried into immediate effect, or a new mode of dis-
cipline introduced. Society allows its hourly infraction so that
there is not a prison in the state either in city or county where even
an attempt is made to enforce the full provisions of the statute. In
the city of New-York where our prisons from their size, the wealth of
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the place, the intelligence of the people and the number of the clergy
to whose particular care the poor prisoner seems to have a special
claim, we should naturally look for such improvement, there is not

{ even an attempt made to restrain prisoners from the mosf uninterrupt-
ed intercourse.

The demoralizing influences thus active in houses of detention
under their present organization lead us to examine into the right of
society to incarcerate an individual on the mere suspicion of having
committed an offence and hold him in durance for weeks or months,
perhaps years, *without trial ; thus depriving the individual of his
labor and bis family of his support, and at the end of the period acquit-
ing him and then throwing him upon society a beggar with all the advan-
tages which our prisons now afford of a long pupilage in crime, and
smarting under a sense of injustice, with every inducement to put the
knowledge thus acquired intopractice. Has he nota rightto protection,
has he not a right to remuneration? 1f the community for its safety in-
flicts an injury, common sense teaches that it,and not its innocent
victim should bear the burthen. The doctrine that the King can do no
wrong, has here long been exploded, while its counterpart, that the
public can do no wrong, is still suffered to exist to the manifest injury
of the poor. How so flagrant an outrage upon the rights of indivi-
duals and the condition of society should have continued to exist up
to this moment almost whhout comment seems astonishing. The
objed of government, which is to protect individual rights, hasin this
instance been perverted to destroying those rightsand harrassing and
oppressing the individual. The only probable reason we can offer
for its continuance up to this time is that it affects in a great measure
only those who are poor and friendless and destitute of the means for
procuring redress for their wrongs, or even of making them known.
If similar sufferings had been inflicted on a higher class they would
have found means ere this to have rid themselees of the burthen.

: But though late, shall we not ask a remedy ? and have wenot a right
to insist that every man that is incarcerated in a county prison without
sufficient cause, shall receive pay for his time whenever he shall be
honorably discharged; mistakes no doubt will arise, but when they

*A member of this association was instrumental in obtaining the release of a per-

son from prison in one of our southern states during the past year, who had been
confined seven years without a final trial.
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happen, those who make them should suffer and not the innocent
poor. A measure of this kind would render our public officers more
cautions in the discharge of their duties, and many that are now put
to much trouble and expense and unjust suffering would be spared
these inflictions. In a criminal case the only person wronged is the
only person that suffers, and the greater the wrong the greater the
suffering. This rule bears almost entirely upon the poor and friend- /
less, as those who have property or influence, can get bail, and thus
avoid its severest penalty. If it is necessary sometimes to imprison
the innocent to secure a proper administration of justice, let it be
done, but let those benefited by it pay for it.  Although we are not
prepared at the present moment to offer any distinet plan for the mi-
tigation or removal of this evil, we cannot conclude without earnestly
recommending the whole subject to the special attention of the Legis-
lature.

PRISON DISCIPLINE.

The committee charged with the consideration of this important
subject, have since their 3rd report only reported their inspections of
prisons. Thisis the more to be regretted as the character and intelli-
gence of the members of that committee as well as the attention
which they have previously given to the matter seem peculiarly
to qualify them to impart useful and important information and to
guide and direct the prison discipline of the State. While this ap-
parent neglect on their part imposes upon us the duty of supplying
as far as in our power the deficiency thus created, and while we par-
ticularly refer to the 2d and 3d Reports of the Prison Association for
the exposition of our views in relation to health, diet, cleanliness,
ventilation, exercise, employments, insanity, medical treatment, re-
iormation, instruction, isolation and intercourse, rewards and punish-
ments, the pardoning power, financial system, administration and su-
pervision, duties of officers, &c., we would invite more particular at-
tention to several matters which have not yet received the attention
to which they are believed to be entitled.

LENGTH OF SENTENCES.

‘We observe that thus early in the session of our Legislature a bill
has been introduced, which materially shortens the periods of imprison-
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«ment for every degree of crime gxcept in cases of life sentences. The
subject is undoubtedly one of much importance and requires to be
carefully examined and adjusted. There cannot we think be a doubt
that for first and perhaps second offences the period of sentence

might be materially shortened not only without injury but we believe 3
Should not
punishment however be increased on a repetition of the offence, and ;

with decidedly increased hopes of reformatory action.

every repetition be followed by a severer sentence? Whether the
_present extreme is too long for third or fourth convictions is perhaps
"a matter of some doubt. But is not the principle upon which sen-
tences are at present based an erroneous one? And ought we not,
before altering the terms of imprisonment, if possible, to establish
some true and unerring principle by which to regulate our sentences?
Why should the man that steals for instance twenty-five dollars be
subject to State prison at hard labor, while another, according to our
law, who steals twenty-four dollars and ninety-nine cents, can only
be imprisoned in our penitentiary for six months? The only answer
we apprehend that can begiven, is, that such is the law; the pecunia-
ry difference is certainly inadequate to account for it,and there are few
we presume who will urge that the moral guilt was greater in one
case than in the other. The only argument for its adoption seems to
be that there is a necessity for some definite rule and whatever rule is
adopted would seem to be arbitrary. Yet it appears to us the present
distinction between grand and petit larceny is based on no correct prin-
/ ciple. The amount taken ordinarily makes but little difference in the
moral turpitude of the crime, and is more frequently the result of cir-
cumstance than the offspring of design. Why then should one thief re-
ceive agreater punishment than another? It may be answered because
he has done a greater wrong. In either case itis but the breaking of a
Jawand the injury of an individual, and such are the circumstances of
some individuals that the loss of five dollars would be more severely
ifelt than the loss of thousands by others. Tf the protection of socie-
ity is intended, you must punish the theft irrespective of the amount
istolen. The thief that steals five dollars, except from necessity,
would if an opportunity offered take any larger amount. How then
shall this matter be arranged? Shall there be no distinction made
between grand and petit larceny? Must we punish the man that
steals only three dollars, as much as the one who has taken three
thousand? We would answer for the theft certainly, as we consider
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all theft alike heinous, but for the protection of society against larger
crimes it may be necessary to apportion the punishment in some de-
gree to the amount stolen. In doing this we would not subject our-
selves to an arbitrary rule which punishes with unequal severity the
different objects of its action. To obviate the difficulties incident to
the present system, the adoption of a general law has been suggested,
which it is believed will not only have a tendency to protect society
against the commission of higher offences but at the same time intro-
duce a more desirable uniformity in the punishment of crime. To
state more distinctly the idea, it is proposed that hereafter there shall’
be two kinds of punishment inflicted for all crimes against property,
the first of which shall be longer or shorter, according to the number
of convictions, the age of the offender and the circumstances under
which the crime was committed, and another which shall in all cases
bear a certain definite proportion to the amount stolen.

Without adopting this suggestion as a deliberate opinion of the As-
sociation, we most earnestly recommend the whole subject to the
consideration of the Legislature, persuaded that a law which, without
discretion, punishes the theft of all sums over twenty-five dollars with
imprisonment for at least two years at hard labor in a state prison,
must necessarily be productive of great injustice when it can only in-
flict a punishment of six months in a county penitentiary for any less
amount.

It may be here stated, as an important recommendation of this
suggestion, that it will prevent the exercise of malice, partiality, or
benevolence on the part of the court, the proof of the crime fixing its
own sentence ; and that it will avoid all just cause for discontent on
the part of the condemned, as it appears to be based on an immutable
principle—that of strict and exact justice to all. Let any one exam-
ine into the different cases of larceny in our state prisons, and he will
find prisoners from one section of our state punished for months, and
even years longer, for almost the same offence, than from another sec-
tion ; and so forcibly did this subject press itself upon our minds by
a late examination of one of our prisons, that we thought we could
even read the character of the judge through the sentences of crim-
inals.
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. Should these suggestions be favorably entertained, the plan in re-
gard to

DISTRICT Pmsous,

presented by the Prison Dlscxphne Committee in their third report,
would become almost a matter of imperious necessity. But irrespec-
tive of these, we cannot but strenuously urge a measure which we
conceive to be so essential to the introduction of those reformatory
influences, and that strict discipline and government which are alike
demanded for the well being of the prisoner and the good of the
community. Since our recommendation in that report, the plan has
been put into operation in Albany and a few of the surrounding
counties, and it is believed to be productive of the best results. We
have received the following letter from Mr. Pilsbury, the experienced
keeper of the penitentiary there, who thus expresses himself :—
* * * * * * *

“You will perceive by the following ¢ circular’ that we shall become
a ¢ district prison.” I have already made contracts with the counties
of Schenectady and Schoharie to receive all prisoners who may be
sentenced to their county jails for a term not less than three months.

Nineteen y.ears ago I visited the penitentiary on Blackwell’s Island
for the first time. I have often been there since, and am sorry to say
that I have never seen equal order, discipline, or management, to what
I found on my first visit. Good management can never be secured in

" prisons or penitentiaries, so long as the officers and keepers know and
feel that the former have been appointed wholly upon political grounds,
and are liable to be removed upon the first change that occurs ; and
nothing can be more destructive to the interest and welfare of the

“ prisoner than the frequent change of officers.” * * * *

CIRCULAR.

( ‘Extract from chapter 183, Session Laws, of 1847, entitled ¢ An
Act to amend ¢ An Act for the Construction of a Pemtentlary in the
-, County of Albany, passed April 13, 1844, passed May 3, 1847.”

§ 7.—It shall be lawful for the Board of Supervisors, in either of
> the counties of Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Schoharie, Green,
» and Columbia, to enter into an agreement with the Board of Supervi-

{ sors of the county of Albany (or with any person in their behalf by{
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them appointed) to receive and keep, in said penitentiary, any person
or persons who may be sentenced in either of said counties to be con-
fined at hard labor in the jail of such county for any time not less than
three months. And it shall be the duty of the sheriff of any of said
counties, for which such agreement may be made, as aforesaid, upon
receiving notice thereof in writing from the beard of supervisors of such
couunty, to convey all persons sentenced to confinement at hard labor
in the jail of said county for a term of not less than three months, to
the said penitentiary ; and the keeper of said penitentiary shall receive
such persons, and safely keep thera for the term for which they may
be respectively sentenced,and employ them according to the discipline
and rules of said penitentiary.  And the officer conveying such con-
victs to said penitentiary shall be paid by the county from which they
are sent, such fee for sanl conveyance as the Board of Supervisors of
said county shall direct.”

A majority of the counties in the State are so small that they can-
not afford the expense either of building a prison on an impgpved
plan, with all the appliances for tea'th and comfort which seem de-
sirable.  Or, could they build su. b an establishment, the expense of
its management precludes the hope of their ever undertaking so neces-
sary a reform. Without unity of action among several counties, no
improvement on the wretched systun that now prevails can be hoped
for, and our houses of detention mus: continue their mixed character,
alike regardless of discipline, mora’ u'ture, productiveness or pro-
tection—in fact of every thing that iemders imprisonment valuable
except detention.

FINY

While referring generally to the - ¢ inniendotion of this Associa-
tion in former reports, we feel it a duiy, i this time more particularly,
to urge legislative attention to the subjeit of fines, as a part of criminal
sentences. The law, as it now stands, operates most oppressively and
injuriously upon the pocr man, subjeciing him to protracted periods
of imprisonment, and perhaps a family to want and suffering, while
the rich man, who has no claims upon bis daily exertions, may buy
his liberty at once. Tt would seem, therefore, to be the dictate both
of justice and humanity to provide for the poor some other means of
escape from the severity of this sentence than the discretionary power

[Assembly, No. 243.] 4
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of judges, who are liable to the same frailties, and are influenced by
the same passions and feelings with other men. No plan perhaps can
be suggested which will more effectually and more satisfactorily an-
swer this object than affixing to every day’s imprisonment a determi-
nate value, and making it an equivalent for a part of the fine, and
thus prescribing the term of imprisonment in case of inability to pay,
and, at the same time, affording an opportunity to those more fortunate
to regain their liberty at once.

‘We would directattention to the tabular forms which follow, extracted
from the 47th page of the third report of the prison discipline committee,
and ask for them that candid consideration which they seem to merit.
Nothing would conduce more to a right understanding and proper ap-
preciation of the subject of prison discipline than a uniform method
both of recording and reporting prison statistics. At present there
seems to be no uniformity in this respect; the prisons in one state
differing from those of another in regard to the nature and variety of

the facts presented and even the same prison differing from year to

year with itself. For all useful purposes it would be quite as well

that the statistics should be withheld altogether as to be thus fitfully
The Legislature having adopted our tabular forms it is
hoped and presumed that hereafter we shall have uniform and valua-
ble reports of our prisons ; and we would most earnestly recommend
to the Legislatures of other States to prescribe the same form and as-

reported.

similate their future reports to the reports of our own State. These
forms may not have provided for all the interesting facts connected
with prisons, but they certainly present more extensive, more particu-
lar and more usefu! tables than any we have yet seen,and even if
they should not prove all that could be desired, we would recom-
mend them for uniformity’s sake; especially as such uniformity is ne-
cessary to enable us to compare from year to year the results of pris-
on discipline in our different States under different systems of gov-
ernment or modifications of the same system. If we cannot hope
for legislative action upon this subject, we would ask the intelligent
keepers of those institutions to conform their reports to these sugges-
! tions so that a uniform system may grow up eventually even without
theaid of legislation. The value of our prison reports is directly
measured by the quantity and nature of their statistics; and it is a re-
{ proach to the friends of the congregate system that they do not ir
their yearly exhibits present anything like so full and accurate 3
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statement of facts in regard to their institutions as do the friends of .
th.e separate or Pennsylvanian system. We trust and believe that /
this is not because they fear a comparison; but if such continues to
be the case, must we not attribute it to some such cause?
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RESULTS OF KINDNESS.

[AssemprLy

Within a few years past great changes have been eﬂ'ected' 1; tine
overnment and discipline of the prisons ot only of l'hls ta ;e,
Eut in a large majority of the States of the Union. Tsue ron r\lxl;
3 i ith the lash, has genera

b visited every infraction of duty wi ] s
i o an{l while small offences are punished with a mere
more serious character are subjected to su'ch
unishment as, while it extorts obedience, recognizes kmdnes§ as lts;
ﬁmcentive When this system was first adopted, the forbzflm.g?o
isciplinari y tant and reiterated that the discipline

old disciplinarians were COnSs .

tl:'ethe risurf‘ would run down, that the labor of the comm.s wo}ﬂd be
N . and that in fact disorder and anarchymust reign in our
tosay have not been

been laid aside,
reprimand, those of a

mproductive
:rizons. Th::se apprehensions we are happy

- vealized.

I

So far as our own prisons ars c:lncesr»xeil i.t :Pé)e&: '::1‘:\ ;)hee" Z)::{r(;:i
indness in their government has dimmishe
;ioli’len: rihe characterg of the offences, that punishments aredgrz;ilua;?‘lyl
becoming more and more infrequent, .that good ord?r ax:h iei:wes
conduct are the results, that the prison is more Qrod\}cut‘e;, > fa};m iees
of the convicts more highly csteemed, better prices for the o
obtained and the chances and the hopes of reform;u.on arew Ze;'ze e
tially increased. From the reports of other Stat.e }*xsons oo these
facts confirmed, and instead of as formerly considesing every.‘ i
nopeless felon, they farnish abundant proof that ou; }l)emfe'eform.
when judiciously directed are inde.ed success}“ul scl loo s‘?of eform
Thus the Chaplain of New-Hampshire State prisons says (he 6
convicts now in that prison, only seven have heretofore b:en ntnn:ms
of this institution, while seven others are known to have .c‘:nd :: e
of similar institutions in other States. Of those .recox.nm\ e N
institution, only one is 2 {hird comer; th.e other six beuAng u;::ln o
second term of service. Of 111 convmt? 'sent forthbmto ! :()mm“_
.during the last four years, but a single indundual.hasd eten ihe .
.ted here, and only one, soO far as is known or believed, to P
of any other State or county.”

The joint committee appointed to visit the Ker.tx{cky yrison,’!;
their annual report of 1847, say ¢ our Penitentiary is likely to prgv:‘
1o be in fact, what it was always, in theory, desighed to be, a sCho

\
. of reformation, as well asa place of punishment.” The report for

B zree.
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Auburn prison of this year states ¢ that all the inmates of our prison
are not 5o hardened and abandoned as not to be within the reach of
moral effort and their reformation is not altogether so hopeless as
many seem to suppose. They are men and possess the feelings and
sympathies of men and many of them can be influenced by the same
motives which influence other men.”

PUNISHMENTS.

When at the extra session of 1847 the Legislature abolished the !
use of the cat in our state prisons, they at the same time restricted all
unusual punishment to confinement in a solitary cell on bread and
water, While we leave the propriety of such a measure to be devel-
oped by the unerring test of experience, we have a right to insist that
during the existence of such a law its provisions should be duly en-
forced,  From the report, however, cf the committee appointed to
examine Clinton county prison, we observe that various other kinds
of punishment have been introduced, such as the doucheand shower
baths, and that even in several instances club-law.hasbeen instituted

of the cat.  Although we have no official information of
the infliction of these punishments at other prisons, common report
as well as the testimony of discharged convicts place the fact beyond
reasonable doubt. Under such circumstances we would ask if it is
not the duty of the Inspectors to seek an immediate repeal of the law

or to remove at once all officers thus daring 1o trample on a positive
enactment.®

Before closing our remarks upon prison discipline, it may be impor-
tant that we should examine some of those preliminary meastres
which are the necessary attendants on imprisonment, for the purpose

of more particularly dirccting public attention to the abuses of which
they are susceptible.

« The revent report of the physician of the Auburn prison alludes to the subject £
punishments, and thus foreibly contrasts the punishment by the douch, which he states

. has been substituted in that prison for the eat, with punishment by that instrument -

Tam an advocate for the use of cold water, if propeirly applied. But to confine a
convict in the stocks, tizht and firm, with his head thrown back, and then ¢« douch>
the wier upon him, is decidedly more dangerous and cruel than the cat.
cles favaluntarily shrink upon the application of cold.
the shoz's in all its severity.

The mus-
But here they must bear
The first effect is strangulation to 2 most painful de-
he next is aberration of mind, convulsions, congestion of the brain, liver and

The blood receding from the surface is thrown suddenly and violently upon
these organs and the above result is inevitable. />

bowels
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MANNER OF ARREST.

After the commission of crime, the first motion .d The la(;v is i:ii
i | through its executive officers. . Or(tlinarilya,raaix?g:;:z (;s ::(\l : ;;‘icc
: - . y ,

' e o ]eucS\::Z: (;:.p(]l'llsii;n Z%rl:}t);z e;):lo:Liss recognizes three distinet
:g;ecne:s—e}:he complainant, the magistrate, and the executi\;: ncft;c::
‘With the first of these we can have nothing fufther to d«; tha e
commend that caution which shall secure the mnocent. m:rex ::;1 h‘;
but a vast weight of responsibility attaches to the mag:s.\rla( o th;
officer. 'To them are temporarily entrusted 'tl\e dearest right sl N
most cherished possessions of the community—the pfrsor:a R );
and the fair character of the individua!. To the 'maglstra‘ed‘ cid“ag‘
the right to decide when a complaint is madg agmAnstf an 1‘: ;:5 em_’
whether or not he shall be taken fmmbh-\s family, his rien; s ;l s e
ployment, and shut up in a loathsome jail where he ?alr: n;) lo fgconso_
der to his family that aid, comfort, and suppv?rt whic! t,e" ! b -
Jate condition requires, or be restored to hberl.y untainted by he
breath of crime. The policeman, though p\ac.ed in a less re}.?pox:ns:i .
situation, has abundant opportunities to abuse his trust, and thus inflict

a grevious wrong upon society.

To point out the various ways by which these results ‘may be].l z(t‘;

' . complished would be too ardum\s:a duty. We shall, how e‘ier, a pude
briefly to some of the methods which corrupt men may use o.};rel o™

o ubvert the intent of the law. The ﬁrst. great source of evil whick
. pily hall notice in the police department arises {from the freq"acnt habit
| :feo;eﬁng rewards to induce to a greater activity. This,in its effects,
operates as @ premium for indolence,and deprives th‘e poor n(x.ar}ll of ar:
L equal participation in the protec(‘iorf of t}'xe‘ laws with the :ch ’1“: (1l
f renders the policeman inactive and inefficient unless (}? 18 swxgxula €
,,’l To afford this protection to all cla?ses-of the 'commumty, :‘n. (‘; tiee:
: : ;X our police ever prompt and acitxfre in the d}tscharge of ; eir f;‘)x;er:
; :‘ seems necessary that both receiving rewards by the po! m? of “o.r,

v :md the offering of them by others, should be madea misd emea '

4 punished to the full extent of the law ; or that a certain per‘ cent

et the amount recovered in all cases of theft should be awarded

age on

by law to the officer through whose instrumentality the recovarﬁ is
L .
b myade at the same time prohibiting the owner to make any furthe
?
compensation, under a severe pepalty.
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As the police officers have the power of temporary arrest and im-
prisonment, and at they are allowed to search all whom they arrest,

abuses grow out of this power perhaps recessarily confided to them,
which are of the most glaring character.

In many cases, as soon as it is known to the officer that a prisoner

has money, his next movement is to inform some lawyer, with whom
he is intimate, of the fact, and the door of :he cell is hardly closed
upon the prisoner before some kind friend offers his assistance to un-
bar the prison provided an order st.ould te given for the money, or a
part of it, which is lodged with the magistrite. An instance of this
nature occurred not long since, when a mar had just arrived in this
country from England, and the next day,a rebbery having been com-
mitted in the house where he stopped, he was arrested without other
apparent cause than that he was a stranger. His examination having
disclosed the fact that he was in possession of some twenty-five sov-
ereigns, one of those constant hangers-on to our city police pounced
upon him, and offered his services. Incarcerated for the first time, a
stranger in the city, without acquaintance and friends, like a drowning
man, he grasped at the first faint ray of hope : the lawyer would se-
cure his release for twenty pounds ; the man offered him ten,and finally
the matter was arranged ot fifteen.  An examination was had, no tes-
timony of a character to convict was discovered. He was, however,
remanded to prison, by which he was so thoroughly alarmed that,
though he was assured by our agent that he would inevitably obtain
his release in a day or two, he still was induced to add the other five
pounds, if possible to hasten the delivery. Scenes of this kind are no
doubt of frequent occurence in our large cities, to which alone these
remarks are pertinent.

There are other abuses charged upon the department, such as the -

habit of taking bribes or hush money from those {h&y arrest and then
setting them at liberty, and a method of licensing }hkopses of prostitu-
tion which through their management is said to exist. Those best
acquainted with the police in our large cities assure us, that the keepers
of brothels are frequently arrested and brought before police justices,
who whether parties to the business or not, often lock them up for ex-
amination, and it is not an uncommon thing for the same police
officer that made the arrest to be the instrument of liberation before
fina} commitment. Indeed it is a prevailing sentiment in the com-
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INSPECTION OF PRISONS.

icati i cuniar,
¢ Having failed in our application to the Legislature for‘ p(; » ‘Iny
$ aid, and being baflled in attempts to examine, by the refusa ho 1'\
. M i Committee have been
f opr prisons, the Com .
spectors and warden of one ol : s t :
ulr]xable this year to carry out their designs by conTPle\mg the ‘H\SI})]E:
tion of caun’ty prisons, in accordance with the provisions o'f the]lr cha
ter, and with the plan previously adopted by them. 'This de ?: urlx;
‘ i ery obstac
i ch to be regretted, as every
voidable on our part, is mu obsta
:hrown in the way of a full and perfect knowledge v?f our pm?on sys-
tem is an impediment to the progress of prison dlscxplme}am prison
. 1 ssity for their correc-
v Its is of the first necessity fo
form. 'To know our faul : cir
’;?or(: and until a complete account of these prisons, together \‘\ ith such
otic i is lai Legislature, there can
isti s bt: d, is laid betore the Legisla 5
statistics as can be obtained, he Legisuture, there

s

i i ion i d to them.

o intelligent action in regar oxe

"be r; desirafle that this duty should have been early accfsmphshul, as

;]!:eg yrogress of improvement in this direction is necessarily slow, even
P

under the most favorable circumstances.

The disgraceful condition inwhich many o‘f our countgfnfr:;(::s “r':e::
discovered by the inspections of 18?7 render it appar e gims
good must result from these inspections and (;he\: cri):tsesiuei:u‘hpfmn;

es which exist arise, we are persua ed, eh fr
;‘l;:;h:b‘: indifference in the community as from ngnorantcetzi ::1:;:‘,;53
facts ; and could these facts be yearly bropghtbhr?m:;itﬁted e more
immediately interested,and shoul.d a compausonb ef in: e between
the prisons of the different counties,and sp.read e orbe Ax;z :g auure
and the community, we feel confident that it would., esides. or:m IS .
valuable basis for the action of thg Legi;l.a:xre,::clilui: ;Iz:‘xltwame:n:’xf

i i >ounties, which w 2
Iaho}l: a(r)no(zlng }lt‘l?e i:;eo:*etnéf ct;e Corr:mittee appointed to visit Omnge
L~ Ic]:)‘llx(;xtygrepl:esents that prison situated ir} t?le centre of -?,Pzg‘::):in :Sl;

1age (Newburgh), surrounded by 2 C}:msua'n communi ),ﬂ i o mod

wretched condition ;—the walls dripping wnti‘x moisture, dle k 0 e

with water, and the inmates all congrega.te:] in one gran r;ce;:v; m;

male and female, adults and children, with httle. hght,;o o](z 18, "

moral instruction. no employments but card playmg:, any x;]o fﬁp e.

| The disclosure of these facts produced much sensation in the \1» a%l )
g and we have no doubt that ere this much has been done.to ;T‘ne’z
" the evils complained of. Thus it will be every where, or if callous
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the first blow, reiterated attacks will undoubtedly produce favorable
results.

The committee have only inspected since their Jast report the State
prisons in Auburn, and Clinton County. The Inspectors, as has al-
ready been stated, having peremptorily refused our demand to be ad-
mitted to examine Sing Sing.  Aubnrn was examined in the fall of
’47 and was found ina very flourishing condition
ing the year with diminished nurnbers
previous. The officers, with few exceptions, seemed 10 be intelligent,
capable, and humane, and were generally esteemed by the convicts.
After a most tedious Personal examination of ail the convicts, but one
instance of brutality was discovered for the whole year; showing cer-
tainly a very encouraging state when compared with former years,
The number of offences and the amount and severity of punishment
had both very sensibly diminished. A few men complained of being
pushed to labor beyond their strength, but this complaint was by ne
means general. The report of the committee on Clinton County is
so full, and so accurately describes the condition of that prison, that
we refer to it for further information. See Appendiz, inspection of

prisons.

» baving earned dur-

DISCHARGED CONVICTS.

The relief of discharged convicts, one of the first objects of this as-
sociation, has been prosecuted with as much vigor and to as great an
extent as the limited nature of our means would allow. We have
steadily kept this important object in view, and have endeavoured so
to husband our finances as to make small amounts productive of large

We cannot however but regret that notwithstanding the ac-
tivity, tact, and discrimination of our agent, we are compelled to send
many applicants away penniless. This untoward circumstance has a
very discouraging effect upon the convicts. Those that have conduct-
ed themselves well in prison and have given promise of a sincere
desire to reform, have been led to expect that asa reward for their
faithfulness, this association will, upon their application, render them
such temporary assistance as their necessities may require. To find
this hope but a broken promise, and the professions of this society but
idle words has a very unfavorable and disheartning influence upon their
tharacters.  So sparingly has money been contributed during the
Pastyear to our objects that many applicants even for small sums
have necessarily been refused, and thus in some instances (even
Penniless) left to shift for themselves, These instances to be sure
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have only been among those of a less promising character; but even
in such cases when newly discharged, it seems proper to extend to

, them the hand of encouragement. The prisoners are beginning to
rely on the exertions of this committee to aid them in regaining their
position in society, and we cannot believe that we are asking oo
much of christian philanthropy when we require to be furnished with
the means necessary for this purpose. So important has this matter
of affording assistance to convicts on their release from prison, appear-
ed to the Legislature of Massachusetts, that they have appointed an
agent for this purpose who has an office in Boston and devotes much
of his time to finding employment for them; and in performing such
other offices and duties as they may require. “ By a law of March
22, 1845, an agent is appointed by the state, whose duty it is ‘to
counsel such discharged convicts as may seek his aid, and to take
such measures to procure employment for such of them as may desire
it, by corresponding with persons in agricultural and mechani-
cal pursuits, and with benevolent individuals and associations, as he
may deem proper and expedient.” His mode of proceeding is this
Knowing when any convicts are about to be discharged, he visits them
in prison some time before, and asks whether they wish him to find
places for them, or aid them in any way, and, if they want places,
at what business, and in what part of the country. Herequests every
one, who wishes his help, to call on him immediately on leaving the
prison, and in the mean time exerts himself to supply their wants;
nor has he ever once failed to find, for every one who asked it, em-
ployment at the work he wished, and in the part of the country he
wished, at from one dollar to one dollar and three quarters per day,
as soon as he left the prison, or shortly after ; some of the stone cut-
ters have earned two dollars and a half per day. One respectable
cab'net maker informs me, that within ten or twelve years past, from
forty to fifty discharged convicts, whom he knew to have learned
their trade in the state prison here, have been employed in his esta-
blishment, and that he never has discharged one of them for bad con-
duct ; nor ever wished to get rid of more than two or three, who left
him of their own accord.” How encouraging are these facts, and
what a proof of the utility of this act of merciful and beneficent legis-
lation, affording evidence that most of the convicts, when discharged,
are enabled, by the offer of employment provided by the agent, to
resist the temptations to idleness and crime, and become industrious
men and good citizens.” ‘
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The r 1 i
arpen besu]ts of our experience in this department will more full
pmnt f) reference to the the following tables, which give the i d
or s 1 i can
!}’)e ascert:icnt:dm the history of every case, and present as far as can
e n and prospects of each individu-
! to the gocd i
it p gocd sense of this commuy-
fy and ask, if we have not abundant reason to rejoice at th it
of our labor, and consequently w ; o the

" fether i
continued and enlarged Support of the pu;:;?c e ot entiled to the

» the present conditio,
5 and we appeal with confidence
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If among those from whom we have received no intelligence an
equal proportion are doing well, the table thus corrected will stand:

Doing vwelly voeueeiienirunnsrnesveenmnnnseeraasanenss. 144
Hopeful,.

PP~ §
Doubtfuly v veiiieiier iietareres trseseserasnsssosnsses 150

Returned £0 Prison,eeeecereveenveencenn sosaascsssnssnes 21

Totaly. coeerurennsnnesososrsanssanseanses 536

A large proportion of those denominated hopeful are indeed doing
well, but the shortness of the period during which they have been un-
der observation, prevents us at this moment from including them in
the first class. While among those denominated doubtful, it is be-
lieved there are many who will be entitled to be classed among the
hopeful as soon as they shall have been at liberty long enough to have
acquired some character. A convict just discharged from prison must
almost invariably be considered doubtful. Those denominated as do-
ing well are those only of whom we entertain the belief that they
are radically reformed. Besides these there have beenreceived into The
Home of the Female Department since its organization four bun-
dred and fifty-five discharged female convicts, to wit: In 1845 107,

1846 126, 1847, 99, and in 1848 123, making a grand total of 991
who have been assisted by this Association,

CORRESPONDENCE.,

In our last report we confidently expressed the belief “that in an- .
other year we should be enabled to lay before the Association a state-
ment of most if not all the State Penitentiaries in Europe and the
United States.” To accomplish so desirable an object a correspon-
dencewas early entered into with every state prison in the United
States, copies of our report were sent not only to them but to the
Governors of each State, and every effort which we deemed impor-

tant made to secure so desirable an object. We regret that our ex-

ertions have been but partially successful and that we can only record
the following States as having responded to our call, viz: Indiana,
New-Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Vermont, Western Peniten-
tiary Pennsylvania, Georgia, Kentucky, Maine, Ohio, Michigan,
Maryland, T New-H M husett ippi

Towa.

[Assembly, No. 243.)
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We regret this the more, as the committee had formed the design
) . of collecting these documents, comparing {heir statistics and present-
' ing an abstract from each, in their annual report, thus presenting
' in a condensed form all the material facts they may contain, and giv-
ing to them 2 circulation 2nd a value which singly they could not
1t is hoped that in future the importance of our labor wilk
hall yearly receive copies of the
nor would we limitour request

“impog | = G

“kutohg

~Lenapy

dwone pue sduy | @S g e

acquire.
aysnegsueny |+ on

be better appreciated and that we s

RETIRUE

CRIMES AGAINST TOE PERSON.

i reports of every prison in our country,
’ to one copy. Such is the central position of this city, and so exien- g f—
sively is our association known, that we are frequently called -3 —
upon to supply the demand of the per ologists and ph'\lantbropists not i = et
| only of our own but other countries. To meet {his demand we have g § o
i need of several copies ; and we would suggest to the legislatures of 5 E aonarnud osea |
other states as well as our own, whether they would not give to their : H P R
reports 2 more extensive circulation, and more effectually promote z, 3 pun_ sunapatunon | “" TS grw :
the object cf their publication by annually appropriating fifty copies 3 i, _:W :""0 8o ine g mxaevazd
to the New-York Prison Association. ‘Till such a law prevails we 3 g i = EEREEEET
shall be under the necessity of acknowledging our indebtedness to r: Auaore] £ 1
the several keepers who may remember us, and most respectfully re- s 5330 puv ¢ | =2 :
quest them to send us the Jargest number of copies under fifty that ® S ava
they may have at their disposal. g 0B O mRonizg “wmzeness 2l
A synopsis of the different reports received during the past year § g
is presented in an Appendix, with the confident belief that the com- g
mittee can in no other way more effectually subserve the cause of %‘
prison discipline and the wants of the community in this particular. S
The following table presents?2 comparative view of the statistics of A pp—— &
2 sgease49
the several prisons so far as a comparison could be instituted. For &= vostad ul Bujupmal ey, :éhﬁ'ﬁg”’"’g%?‘e‘féﬁif §E§$§§2§§§§§§
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To attain a more competent and perfect knowledge of the criminal
laws of the several States and to make ourselves acquainted with the
nature and extent of punishments and the length of sentences as ap-
plicable to similar crimes; the corresponding secretary addressed
circulars to the secretaries of the different states requesting of them
copies of the penal laws of their several states, and the committee
would here tender their acknowledgments to the secretaries of Michi-
gan, South Carolina, Delaware, Iowa, Ilinois and Missouri, who in
the kindest and most liberal manner responded to their call by sending
them copies of the Revised Statutes of their respective states and to
the secretaries of Mississippi, Rhode Island, Louisiana and Massachu-
setts, for copies of their penal laws. We regret exceedingly that we
have it not in our power to acknowledge a similar favor from the
other states, as it was the intention of the committee, in thisreport to
have presented a comparative view of the criminal laws of the differ-
ent states, and the nature and extent of punishments accorded,in con-
nection with the criminal statistics ¢f the states, thus shewing the
effect of different laws and systems of prison discipline and criminal
treatment on the character, frequency and repetition of erime. A cir-
cular was also addressed to the same functionary to obtain copies of
the reports of county prisons made to the several legislatures, but the
result of our application has induced the belief that such reports are
only required by the laws of two or three of the states, other than
our own. Massachusetts is the only one to whom we are indebted for
information in this particular.

SOURCES OF CRIME. L.
The committee are indebted to John Stanton Gould, of Columbia

county, for the following elaborate, able and interesting article on the
sources of crime, to which they would invite particular attention.

Stockeort, JoLy 7, 1847.
My dear Friend :

The very pleasant interview which T had with the Committee of
the Prison Association, the personal acquaintance which I had the
pleasure of forming with many gentlemen whq 1 had so long known
by repwation, and the opportunity T enjoyed of seeing the magnitude
of yous disinterested and benevolent labors, made me desirous of do-
ing some hing to aid you in the mighty task which you have under-
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taken in diminishing the amount of crime and wretchedness in the

world,

But what could T do* was the question which presented itself te
my mind, and which I found it somewhat diﬂicultA to answer. .My
fortune is too small to admit of extensive pecuniary contributions,
and roy secluded position prevents me from any great personal par-
ticipation in conducting its affairs.

‘While in the performance of my duties on the State Prison cora-
mittee of the Assembly, and as chairman of the committee on Capi-
tal Punishment, I collected a vast amount of criminal statistics. 1
also collected a large amount of statistics on the same subject as the
basis of bills which I prepared for the action of the Legislatur'e, and
for speeches which T delivered at the last, and expect to deliver at

the extra session.

It struck me that I might arrange these in such a form as might be
of some little use in promoting the great aims of the Association. I

have done so. It is true that they do not zmount to much, but as
thou wilt see they involve a very considerable amount of labor,
which must be expended by some one, before the grand prob]e.m of
the sources of crime can be solved. They will serve as a basis for
the labors of others and when completed in suc}-x 2 manner that the
roots and springs of crime can be tracked into their n.mst secret lurk-
ing places, a boon of the most inestimablf} value will b? conferred
upon our race; at all events, I hope they w'lll shew that if I do not
fulfil my duties as a member of the committee as fully as T ought,
that I am not alfogether unmindful of them.

It is true that the declared object of our Association is to refor.m
and assist the prisoner, and to improve the discipline of our pn.f:
ons; but we cannot adhere to this platform solely; every year wef
must increase its breadth ; our patients are far gonc‘wnh dicease; i
I may be allowed the expression, tlfeir moral maladies have becon:j
organic before they became the objects of our care. How mu
more useful wou'd be our labors if we could meet the mal.z\dy m‘m
earlier stages, or better if we could prescribe prophylactics which
‘would entirely prevent its appearance.

T do not mean that we should do Zess than we now do, for the
chronic -diseases of society, on the contrary I would press on more
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carnestly than ever for their suppression ; but at the same time I am
firmly persuaded that our most brilliant trophies will be found in the
field of prevention. As in the physical, so in the moral world, the
philosophy of ¥Mygene is much better understood and more easily ap-
plied, than the philosophy of Therapeutics.

There is no other association so well fitted for this work as ours,
because no one embraces so much practical information on the disea-
ses of society as ours ; its reputation will give greater weight 10 its
efforts for the amelioration of the law, and for the regulation of the
individual conduct than any other in existence, nor could there be
another formed in this State that would brig so many desirable
qualifications to the work.

The first object then is to ascertain the whole length and breadth of
the evil which we wish to combat. This T have given in table A.

The first point in this table that arrests our attention is the remark-
able number of fulse accusations which occur every year as indicated
in the columns of “Discharge without trial,” and “acquittal.” For the
six years the aggregate amount of these columns shows that 42 per
cent of the whole number of accusations were wrongfully made.

To my mind this indicates an important cause of crime. It shows
@ degree of recklessness, and carelessness of the liberty and reputa-
tion of their fellow beings on the part of the prosecuting officers of
the State, which must necessarily tend to destroy that pride of char-
acter which all experience shows to be one of the most efficient in-
centives to virtuous conduct; especially among that class of persons
from whom the ranks of crime are most usually recruited. If you
desire to make a child a liar you have only to suspect and accuse him
of falsehood continua!ly.

Would you destroy the chastity of women, you must constantly
whisper slanders against her, and when she finds that virtuous con-
duct is no shield against your suspicion, she ceases to preserve it. To
use the vulgar expression if she has the name she will have the game.
How often do we hear in our visits to the prisons the desponding re-
plies of the prisoners when we urge them to reform when they return
to the world.  “How can we do anything? our characters are gone.”
Can we doubt them, that causes which we know to be operative inall
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other cases, can be inoperative here, or that this great amount of
false accusation must gradually produce an immense amount of crime
: by destroying the pride of character which springs from an honest
reputation.

But this is not the only way in which crime is produced. The mo-
ment the accused person enters the walls of one of our county jails, his

- education in crime commences. With no employment of any kind,
" the whole day is spent in listening to the futile schemes for the com-
mission of crime, which the teeming brain of theadepts in crime are so
ready to communicate, is it wonderful that after a month or two spent

" in this way, conjoined with the taint which rests upon his character,
. :¥  the prisoner who entered the jail an innocent man should leave it “A

¥ vessel of wrath fitted for destruction.”

T am not prepared to suggest any practical remedy for this system
of false accusation, but I think the necessity of introducing some kind
of labor into our common jails, evenif it is nothing more than picking
oakum as practised in the Providence County Jail, would be a great
henefit to society.

Another pregnant fact is disclosed by the columus of “convicted
after trialy? and “convicted upon confession;” that is, the crimes com-
imitted during one year are about equal to those committed during the
preceding and succeeding year. This fact gives usthe first glimpse
of a general law that will become much clearer as we proceed.

% Look over the convictions during six years and see how nearly the
figures agree with one another 933, 989, 940, 955, 838, 835. 1
pored long over this column, and re-examined the data and the calcu-

] lations I had made from them, suspicious that so close an agreement
must be an evidence of some mistake, but there was none; it was
even s0.

My next step was to ascertain whether the equalets of convictions
held good in the several counties, as well as in the average of the
State, and with this view I constructed a table, of which table B is an
example, or rather a selection. It will be seen that the same thing i
observed: take Tompkins county for example, the numbers were 14
13, 13, 16, 15, 11, and so of the others. This is still more clearly
seen by taking the aggregate of the first three years asin the table,
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fmd comparing it with the last three; the correspondence thus obtained
;s‘alfsolutely astonishing. Greene 1st 3 years, 30; 2nd 3 years, 30;

ivingston 1st period, 62; 2nd period, 67; Clinton 1st peri :
2nd period, 40. T St periodh 42

'Frum these tables we learn that we may safely predict that ther
will be about 1500 convictions in the courts of record in this Stati
an.nua]ly for the next three years. In the county of Clinton there
will be frof” 40 to 45 convictions. In Chenango county from 17 to
19 convictions. In Steuben county from 40 to 45 convictions durin;
the ensuing three years respectively. ¢

It is impossible to deny, if we believe that every action implies an
agent, or that every effect is due to a cause; that these uniform result
are due to the existence of some uniform cause or what is more r:
b.ab}e, they are due to a uniform result and from a great variety of Pdis-
smn]a'r causes: sometimes one source of evil is weakened while an-
other is increased in vigor, but the result remains unaltered. In eve-
ry.county there are two antagonistic forces at work, one producin
evl],. the other producing good, the number of convi,ctions for crin;ge’
furnish a.numerical expression of the relative strength of these forces
‘ T.hus taking the aggregate of the two columns of * convictions aft;'

h:l‘ﬂl' ” and « convictions on confession,” we get the aggregate of conf
victions ; and we find for 1840 that the relation of thaese two forees.
1 whs expressed by the number 1312. In 1841 the evil forces ga'meLi
in strength or the good forces diminished, and the difference is ex-
pressed by 1537. In 1842 the evil gained again, and the difference

is expressed by 1606. In 1843 the good forces rally, or the evil
ones recede, and the difference is expressed by 1588. In the year
184%4 the good still continues to gain, and the difference is 1436,
w%nch indicates a relative antegonism of the two forces correspondin, ;
with the average of 1840 and 1841. In 1845 the evil 'mﬂuencei
rally, and the difference rises to 1646, which corresponds nearly with
18.42. These facts exclude altogether the idea that there is an

t.hmg like chance or contingency in crime, it is subject to fixed lawsy
hke. the revolutions of the planets or the productions of the ea\'th,
A' farm with a given soil and a given mode of culture will produce a'.
given amount of crops, diminish the culture by one half and the pro-
duce will diminish in a corresponding ratio : double the culture and
the crop will increase accordingly, and however large or small may
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be the variation of the culture the result will be manifest when the
harvest is garnered. In like manner every grog shop, or gambling
house, a theatre, or brothel that is established, nay every ocath that is
sworn, every sabbath that is violated, every angry passion that is
indulged, every licentious thought that is cherished, goes to swell the
aggregate of evil, and to enlarge by some assignable integer or frac-
tion, its numerical expression.  On the other hand, the feeblest effort
for good, every benevolent action, every act of self-denial, although
small and almost imponderable by itself, yet does its work and office,
and is felt in the general balance.

If then it be true, as I think the tables demonstrate, that the amount
of fruit which is borne by the iree of evil in each county of the State
is an unerring exponent of the moral soil of that county, just as the
pumber of bushels of grain it produces, is a measure of the fertility of
its physical soil, it becomes highly important to analyse those soils,
in order to ferret out and remove or neutralize the pabulum of this
noxious fruit. Before doing so, however, let us look for a moment
at the totality of crime in the State as exhibited in table C. From
this we learn that 29 per cent of the total convictions for 16 years
were for crimes against the person. 10 per cent for crimes against
37 per cent for erimes against property with-

property with violenee.
19 per cent

ot violence. 4 per cent for offences against currency.
for offences not mentioned above.

“The equality of the convictions during the 4 years ending with
1833, with those during the 4 years ending with 1837, notwithstand-
ing the considerable increase in the population which took place
during that period, shews a preponderance of the good over the evil
forces, while the rapid increase of crime during the next quadrenniel
period, and the still more rapid increase during the next, demands
the closest scrutiny of the philanthropist and the statesman.

1t has occurred to me that this state of things may be partly ac-
counted for by the commercial condition of the country. From 1830
to 1837 was one of great commercial prosperity, trade was unusually
prosperous, wages were high. Agricultural productions met witha
ready sale at high prices, speculation was rife, and every hand was
employed with all possible vigor, since want and idleness are the ac
knowledged parents of crime, and as that period was characterized
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y an ulx:usual absence of both these incentives to crime, it seemed
reasonable to account for the decrease of crime on this principle

tab\]’:;dl;aa‘;‘l;v; of t'Ie‘itmg the accuracy of this supposition I compiled
' I nd ¥ e result did ITO.t confirm my anticipations as
fully as I expected. On my supposition, those crimes which sprun
from a r.nalic'mus disposition would not be materially affectedp b%
(h-os'e which sprung from a mere desire of acquisition would b’e dl?
minished, because this propensity could be gratified in a more le it}:
mate channel. Accordingly we find by the tables that durin gthle
secorfd quadrennial term, which was the period of au"mentedio -
m.erclal prosperity, crimes against the person, whiti are the mf)ust
direct res-ults of malice, were most largely increased, (24 per cent
those aga.mst property with violence, which evinces,the next de; r;:
of mahcmv.}sness, has increased in a still smaller ratio (16 TOg
cent. ,) while those against property without violence an.d thPer
against currency had absolutely decreased, the first 14 p;r cent, ao:s
the second 39 per cent. So far, there is a tolerable agreemen: b
tween the facts and the theory ; but I must confess my utter inabil':_
to account for the fearful and unprecedented increase of crime du; d
the 4th period “fhich was one of decided prosperity. The caus:n%
the morxstrous increase of crimes against property with violen .
amounting to 64 per cent., is well worth inquiring into. T sus ect?d’
at first that the great emigration from Europe during this perindpmi ht
have something to do with it, but the suspicion was not confi gd
when I constructed table G, which shews a diminution of convi]cl:il;fls

among foreigners, and a corresponding increase amo: v
N sponding i i
ng
. g g the natives of

Table D, c?ntains some interesting information in relation to the
!:E:;ci(s) ‘ﬁg C].:n:;:‘ :I:e st is ex;;gscd to sources of ambiguity, which if

3 v , wou reatly enha its v
?WO columns of the table are goo«% exan{plzz ‘:;Ctehitsa:}))?el;it T-h e ﬁl;t
mg c'an be more uncertain than the standard of tempei']c}e, oy
criminals ; some will describe themselves as temperate ;f thamong
not co.nlimmlly under the influence of liquor, others if they h;z;::
:Zc;zrf::;al sp:ee, vwhile not one in a.hundred will describe themselves
. causege:; elwe.n v;'}ten' they are in the daily use of liquor, unless
- al inebriation. The officers whose duty it is made to

ese questions, should therefore enguire whether they are total
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abstinents or not, instead of whether they are temperate or u}ztemﬁ:
rate. Should they adopt this course it would make 2 very g}:ea't ﬂl -
ference in the footings of the columns. .But even as it 15', the in \1t
ence of intemperance as a cause of crime is str{k{nglysapparen é
there are about half a million of drunkan_ls in the United tz'nes, an
sixty thousand in this State, out of wh{ch nu'mber 3912 were cont
victed of crime. There are 2,540,000 in this ‘State WSO aée :\2-
drunkards, and out of this number 3699 were convicted. One rut p
ard out of fifteen is convicted every six years, one sober man out of
694 is convicted during the same period.

The teachings of the next four colurons are suﬂﬁcie?ﬂy ob\'iotls;
the fact that only 54 well educated persons were convicted of crime
during the space of six years, tells its own story., and ought to' stimu-
late us to renewed exertions to extend the blessings of education.

No reliance whatever can be placed on the next two c.olumns, rel-
ative to religious education ; the great majority of ~convm?s have no
sort of idea of what religious education is, ar.xd give tl'xelr answers
haphazard, as every one knows who has been in the habit of putting
this question to prisoners.

The next four columns put the seal of statistics on ?trul}? which
has long been familiar to those w}xo are con.versant with pnscrlller:.
For myself, I have often been surprised on going fr'om cell to cell, to
find bow few had parents living ; often in an entire gallery I have
not found one who was not an orphm-x. 1 do not kno?v that much ca:x
be done by organized effort to diminish orpl 1 or its conseqy o y
but every individual ought to feel that every k.md endea\.ror- to \:m _rz:w-
the orphan from unholy influences, and to implant within hm; vir uE
ous principles, will have a tendency to.re_duce th'e aggregate o crux: :
and diminish the amount of human suffering.  Fifty-five per cent.
those who are convicted have lost one or both parents. By .the '.w:f
Jast columns we learn that 32 per cent of Fhe persons convicted
crime have been previously convicted ; this .tells badly for the ‘;ir
forming influences that are at work in our prisons, and calls loudly

for more abundant and efficient labors of love.

Having taken this survey of the generalities of crime in the St'«?le,
1 endeavored to investigate its particulars as exhibited in the countle;y
and the Tesult of this investigation is given in table J. The first coi
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umn contains the names of all the counties in the State, except the
county of Hamilton, arranged in the order of their criminality, that
is, according to the number of convictions in courts of Record, in
proportion to their population ; each county in the table is therefore
more criminal than the one that precedes it. The second column .
contains the population of the county; the third, the total convictions .~
in each county during the six years from 1840 to 1845 inclusive;
the fourth, the annual average of convictions during the six years.
The fifth, the per cent. of convictions in each county on the popula-
tion. The sixth shews the number of inhabitants to one conviction.
These two columns are equivalents of each other, but the fact may
be more intelligible to some in one form and to some in the other.

The first thought that struck my mind on looking over the table
after the completion of these six columns was to find 2 solution of .
the fact that Erie and Albany were the two most criminal counties in
the State, for I certainly expected that New York city would have -

. been far the most criminal.

It occurred to me that they were situated at either extremity of
the Erie canal, and knowing the evil influence at work on that great
thoroughfare, it seemed to me possible that this might be one of the
causes. In order to test the idea I took the proportion of crimes in
the 18 counties bordering on the Erie canal, (Albany, Rensselaer,
Saratoga, Montgomery, Fulton, Herkimer, Oneida, Madison, Onon-
daga, Cayuga, Wayne, Seneca, Ontario, Monroe, Orleans, Niagara,
Erie, Schenectady,) and found that it was one in 1276 of the popula-
tion. In the seventeen counties lying south of the canal,and not ad-
jacent to it, (Chatauque, Cattaraugus, Allegany, Steuben, Wyoming,
Livingston, Yates, Chemung, Tioga, Broome, Cortland, Chenango,
Delaware, Otsego, Schoharie, Sullivan, Tompkins,) I found the ratio
of the convictions to the population as one in 2876, shewing a very

great preponderance of crime in the canal counties. In order to see

whether the same thing was observable in other thoroughfares I com-

pared the nine river counties, (Columbia, Dutchess, Putnam, West-
chester, Rockland, Orange, Ulster, Greene and New York,) with the
nine northern counties which lie secluded from great thoroughfares
I found that in the river counties the ratio was one conviction in 1518
inhabitants, and excluding the city of New York it is one in 2513.
The ratio of convictions to population in the nine northern counties,
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(Oswego, Lewis, Jefferson, St. Lawrence, Frankiin, Clinton, Essex,
Warren and Washington,) is one in 2864. Shewing the tendency
still of great thoroughfares to produce crime. A full analysis of the
cause of crime incident to these thoroughfares is a desideratum in
criminal investigations.

Tt will be observed by an inspection of the table, that the ter-
mini of the canal, Schenectady, Monroe, Niagara and Oneida, the
principal points of transhipment are the most remarkable for crime.

The next point in my investigations, was to enquire how fara
privation of clerical instruction was a cause of crime. The result is
given in columns 7 and 8. At first I was surprised at the result
as manifested by individual counties. Thus Erie, Schenectady and
Monroe, the worst counties in the State, enjoyed a much greater
amount of clerical labor than Ulster and Sullivan, which are among
the best , but general laws are not deducible from individual instan-
ces; they must be sought for in aggregates and averages. In the
first ten counties in the table, which are the worst, the average num-
ber of inhabitants receiving the labors of one clergyman is 678 ; in

the last, the counties in the table which are the best, the population
The next worst counties after the ten
above Cayuga in the table, are the ten between Genesee and West-
chester ; the average number of the population to one clergyman,
is 572.

to one clergyman, is 503.

The next best counties, after the ten below Wayne in the table,
are the ten lying between Ulster and Broome. The average number
of the population to one clergyman, is 511.

Taken in this way, it will be seen that crime increases as clerical
force diminishes, and that in the long run, the multiplication of cler-
gymen is a direct means of improving the morals of the people.

The next three columns show the number of taverns and groceries,
and the ratio of places where intoxicating drinks are sold to the pop-
ulation. The same remarks would apply to these eolumns as to the
7 and 8. Yates, one of the worst counties, has fewer grog shops in
proportion to the population, (one to 561,) than Lewis, which is ﬂ?e
very best, (1 in 459 ;) but the true law appears as soon as we begin
to take the aggregates; thus the average number of grog shops to

No. 243.] 79

the population in the ten worst counties, (from Erie to Cayuga,) is 1
to 240 inhabitants. In the ten best counties, (from Lewisto Wayne,)
is1to 396. In the second ten worst counties, (from Genesee to
Westchester,) the grog shops are as 1 to 292 inhabitants. In the
second ten best counties, (from Ulster to Broome,) the grog shops
are as 1 to 341, showing these classes often 1o be depraved just in
proportion to the relative excess of grog shops.

From- an inspection of the table, it appeared to me that there were
more crimes committed in the densely than in the sparely populated
districts.  In order to test this question of the influence of density of
population on the production of crime, I compiled columns 12 and 13.
No. 12 shows the number of acres in each county ; No. 13 shows
the number of acres to each inhabitant. Tt appears from the result,
that there are 13.6 acres to each inhabitant.

The county of Allegany stands midway in the table with respect to
guilt. That is, there are 29 counties above it more guilty than it,
and 29 below it less guilty. Toking the 29 counties above it, there
are 10.7 acres to each inhabitant ; in the 29 below it, there are 16.5
acres to each inhabitant. In the ten most guilty counties, (from
Er'le to Cayuga,) there is 6 acres to each inhabitant. In the ten least
gudty counties, (from Lewis to Wayne,) there are 24 acres to each
inhabitant. In the second ten most guilty counties, (from Genesee to
Westchester,) the average of acres to each inhabitant is 8.7. In the
second least guilty counties, (from Ulster to Wayne,) there are 15
acres to each inhabitant.

The average per cent. of convictions, (from Erie to Cayuga,) is
070. In those from Lewis to Wayne, 018. It is truly surprising
to see how exactly the ratio of crime corresponds with the ratio of
density of population ; thus 6:24::018:072, which only varies 002
from the actual per centage found in the table. The next two classes
le ten do not correspond with quite so much exactness, but the rela-
Q}On is still sufficiently striking. The average per cent. of convic-
tions in the ten counties, (from Genesee to Westchester,) is 057. In
the ten counties, (from Ulster to Broome, ) it is 030 ; 8.7:15::030:052,
only varying 005 from the actual result. From these statements it’
"Ppears that density of population has a wonderful relation to crir:le,
% much so, that if the per centage of crime and density of population
[ one district be given, and the density of population be given in
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another district, we can at once assign the per centage of crime in
the latter district. 'Two inquiries ought to be vigorously prosecuted:
one is, as to whether the law holds good in other States and countries,
and if so, it should be investigated so as to know the reason why
density of population should produce crime.

Columns 14 and 15 are intended as a test of the influence of
It will be seen on an examination of

wealth in promoting crime
Taking the counties above Alle-

them that they are indeterminate.
gany, (the central county without reference to crime,) those above it
have $184 on an average to each inhabitant; those below it, have
$130 to each. The first ten counties, (from Erie to Cayuga,) have
$252 to each ; the last ten (from Lewis to Wayne,) have $102 to
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TABLE A. 0 ., ..

S/L;mngdﬂ.w number of persons accused of crimes triable by Courts of
. e:;r in the A?'tate (:7/' New-York, during the siz years JSrom 1840
0 1845, inclusive, with the results of the trials, and the
the accusations of eack year. ’ per cent on

onvic-
tal accu-

trial,
T————

Acquitted.
in totel accusations.

er cent of ¢
tions in tol

Per cent of acquittals
sations,

lConvicled after trial,

Convicted on confess.
ion.

Discharged without

each inhabitant ; the next worst ten, (from G to Westchester,)
have $171 to each inhabitant ; the next best ten, (from Ulster to

Broome,) $114 to each inhabitant.

I have now fulfilled the task which I had proposed to accomplish.
If hereafter I should have health and leisure to continue the investi-

gation, it is probable that I shall prosecute it still further. In the
meantime, I trust that other members will be induced to explore the

field still further and more successfully.

T do not wish to trouble the committee with this long letter ; but I
hope it will be placed among its archives, and that the bread thus
cast upon the waters will return after many days.

Very respectfully, thy friend,
JOHN STANTON GOULD.

Dr. J. D. Russ, Cor. Sec. Prison Ass’n.
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|
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' Tompki
l Cataraugus.
| S—

!‘\__
13
15
4
17

ol i Bteuben,
5 | Greene,

Saw

!

’ & l SRR l Livingston,

f

5]

Total convietions
in the years
]:4,, Sag, o re 1840,

30 | 76 | a2

0
6

27
19
3
34
35

2
i
e
@00

f

88
—=
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15 | 42 {25 |
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. ' TABLE C. TABLE E. X
) Showing the convictions &
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Mounr Preasant FrmaLe Pmsox,é
7 October 1s¢, 1847. )

* Doctor Joun D. Russ.

Dear Sir =—1I have had so little time to give to the examination of
the subject on which you requested me to furnish a paper for the use
of the Convention on prison discipline, that anything approaching a
full discussion of it will he impossible.

The time that T could devote to it, it seemed to me would be more
profitably applied to the colleeting of statistical information bearing
on the subject of duration of imprisonment than to framing arguments
or speculations upon it.

I have therefore improved the opportunity afforded by access to the
records of this prison, and extended my inquiries through a period of
thirty years. I wished to ascertain and show, as far as the records
would enable me, the effect which different terms of imprisonment
have produced on the lives and characters of those upon whom they
were inflicted—in other words, the comparative proportion of returns
from the different terms of sentence. But upon resorting to the early
books, it soon appeared that the calculation, if made simply upon the
length of sentence, would be fallacious by reason of the extraordinary
manner in which, at that time, the pardoning power was exercised.
It became necessary to add, therefore, to the first inquiry, as to the
length of the sentence—another, viz., the time actually served in the
prison before the convict was set free by pardon. This fact greatly
increased the labor and difficulty of the task, which otherwise were
great, because of the extremely defective manner in which the early
books were kept.

The views which I have entertained of punishment, and which T
wished to compare with the facts as they might be shown by this ex-
amination were, in brief, that shorter terms of imprisonment than have
generally heretofore been pronounced made certain, and fully inflicted,
without hope of release, would exert a more wholesome influence than
grows out of the present system.

Penalties inflicted by men for the violation of laws instituted by
themselves should imitate, in as many respects as possible, those ad-
sministered by the Divine Governor of the universe for the violation of

T -
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His laws. They should, th 1
X ; then, be first, sufficient ; i ‘

atd, 50 serr] y )y 1ent ; 2d, not excessive ;

f;: sufficient punishment would be such as would secure, in the mind
of the offender, and of those who witnessed his punishment, a due re-
spect for the law, and a proper dread of the conse b
it.  If penalties transcend in duration or severit
Fffect these objects, they become excessive 5 they are felt by the sub-
jects of thex'n to be vindictive, and to furnish a provocation for new
offences against the authority by which they are inflicted

Tt is believed by very many, who have given attention to the sub-

Ject, that a considerable portion of the penalties heretofore inflicted by

imprisonment have partaken of this character ; that the terms of con-

be excessive, and to be

) uld seem to call for the
improved sys

ese are the
few persons
That that period arrives,

prisoner, is doubted by
competent to form an opinion in the matter. ;

in general, earlier than it
doubt,

enable thet? to resist long and successfully influences
lt]l:;;x;.n i:o lmpmve,flot injure, is the chief object of punishment 5 but
o prm;ement.ls the result of the exercise of the best and high-
aculties with which we are endowed, and when the vitiated d :
that have led to crime have been sufficiently chastened by puzish;il::s
n d to the better nature mu: ¢
correction ?omplete. To continue, then, such Si:n?rai]:r:l};r:mk (‘)f
(I)x}e;et]gvtiums};ment for a Iong term of years, is to expose the squse;:
oo el en urance of’ suﬁ.’enng which has, 5o far as he is concerned
1o rational or right object in view, but which must, in the great ma.
ifl))rslg ol; .cases,lzie atte:ded with consequences highly injuriouf S(l)z::;
vation, and much and careful inquir v :
that reclaimable criminals will, for the (incs)?;)l:;f ei(e:a:: :::z:i‘;‘::

injurious o
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to be derived from imprisonment in from three to six years i,?::cih:“}:
will, as generally, if it be continued beyor?d that tmfe,('ex‘l: o
jury. Thisis strikingly true of the physwa'l constity mh, o
nicer cbservation, it is equally so of th.e mmfl. ) "Ihe. who! el
being dwindles ; the most upright intentions diminish in :ne:ﬁl); :ions
couragement and depression prey upon hopes and goo :e Omew‘nl
and cach succeeding year fritters away in the .stoutesl heal: s mewhe
of that moral vitality so necessary to success in any ofi the gr ) P

but more especially to those, to whom, if there be any

ses of life 0
o . the severest conflict is yet to come-

prevailing good in them,

But it is desirable that punishment sboul.d be not only w1se\3r ref:;
ulated as to duration and severity, but that it sh(?uld be,‘to .thf: degd :
and extent necessary to secure obedience, certamn. This is indee!

a most important point to be gained.

The hope of escaping all or a part of tl;listpe;:ﬁaé;yﬁx:;:lzi:a;io:;
criminal from the hour of offending to that w B resem of
to liberty after its expiration 5 :?nrl I beheve" that w il e. dzstro o

ite sentences is adhered to, if the pardoning pow'erwere yed,
:)ezf;z;:te :s to those whose innocence should be es\ab\{she;l snblse:\;en:zl
to conviction, or whose lives might be saved by a time ]y re :hs ) -
! the terms of sentence sO shostened, that the longest, less than a,s’.
 should not, for any single offence, gxceed fO\}r, oy at mo‘s;,bsn; yerive é
so that in every case of absolute guilt, the criminal sPou(; e e]:er “
of all hope that any part of his sentence would be remitted, a grea
straint would exist than grows out of the present system.

“There is no principle of the human l'ﬂind so universally ac::vte‘ :]ss
hope ; none that will so effectually sustain an'd 1ead_on,{hroug‘ i .
and difficulties that, without it, would seemhlmpossxble of end urarvlve
or achievement ; and in no class of persons is the famﬂfy more zfch
Tt is a sustaining principle of therr hv.es. Witness
their ceaseless adventures, and the daily hazard to which, w.\:enoss:
liberty, they expose their personal freedom, and all else lha(; i ‘mling
prized by rational men Its delusions are more prevalent and g aulsa3
with reference to their escape from punishment than to zfnythmgleten:
Were they entirely destroyed, the punishment would be increased -
fold in severity and efficacy, though the terms were reduced to ¢
paratively a fraction of what they now are.

than in criminals.

!
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But the error is not always on the side of too great duration of
punishment. There is a class of criminals whose offences are always
petty ; cunningly managed, but mean in character.

These persons are pests in society, but they are rarely guilty of
crimes that bring upon them long terms of imprisonment. They re-
main in prison but two, or at most three years. Deprived of the ex-
citement of their previous lives, they are stupid, and either indifferent
to the advantages of sequestration, or determined to find none in it.
Such persons must spend many months in prison before they become
isolated from the past,and it usually happens that, when this is effect-
ed, and the path of improvement, which they are ever slow to travel,
has been fairly entered, their term expires,and they are dismissed little
wiser or better than they were received.

These considerations induce me to present one more suggestion

which has been already made by writers on this subject—the propriety -

of sentencing indefinitely, and leaving the term of duration to be de-
cided by competent persons, who shall be cognizant of the conduct of
the criminal in prison ; of his progress in improvement ; of his efforts
at reformation ; in short, of all those facts respecting him by which
character, integrity, and capacity are estimated elsewhere.

If it be objected that this would be a large responsibility to throw
upon prison functionaries, it may be replied that in some way it must
be exercised, by some persons, and it surely is as rational to suppose
that it may be safely and wisely done by persons acquainted with the
whole course of the criminal after his conviction, as by his judge who
rarely knows any thing of him except his conduct in the particular
act for which he is arraigned. Let the records of his trial with the
character of his offence, and, as nearly as it may be estimated, his
degree of guilt in its commission, be forwarded to his place of con-
finement 5 let him there be under the daily supervision, influence and
guidance of intelligent and humane persous, of sufficient sagacity to
penctrate Lis purposes and power to influence and elevate their cha-
racter, and surely those who are called upon to decide upon his fitness
for restoration to society would have better means of determining
wisely and justly than the officers upon whom that duty now devolves,
can possibly possess. Such a system would admit of a far more
equitable adjustment of punishment to offence than can now be
attained. But I am already exceeding the limits which I proposed
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to this letter. Permit me to close with a word by way of introducing
+ the accompanying tables.

'The original design in preparing them was to show the propor.tion TABLE No. 1,
of recommitments out of the various terms of sentence. To this it
was found necessary to add a computation of those who were released Showing the ag, y

J rgregate of commat: .
by pardon, because from 1817 to 1826, nearly half of those sentenced Pleasant, frﬁm M{year 11871”;';‘3 ]t; the male. priso at Mount
| to terms exceeding five years, were soreleased. Of 285 life sentences e 3 B 0 1847, both inclusive.
177 have been pardoned after remaining an average of about six years There were /o P Y
. . . B committy .
in prison ; 88 have died, having survived their sentence into the do itted fo:} the term of 1 year,.,
prison about four years; 3 have been transferred, and 3 are unac- [ do d:)) do 2 years,......
counted for by any records now to be found. The remaining 13 are [ do do . ‘}i"
still in confinement here. do do do

Takles No. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 exhibit respectively the whole number go :110
o o

of commitments to the male department of this prison for the thirty R d

years last past—the whole number and the proportion of those who [F do do

have been pardoned—of the deaths and of the recommitments. 4 d: :110
o

do

do

do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do 20 do ..ieieen....
do do 20 to 30 years,...,....
do do over 30 do ...,....
do do lifeyiiviiinn.in,...,

&

7 1t will be seen that the proportion of recommitments is greater as seeeeee 462
the terms are longer, and, were the calculations made on the right e
basis, this fact would appear more striking than it does, because the
number of those who live to be recommitted also diminishes as the
terms are lengthened. The number of persons unaccounted for by

. the registers, and the large number who are marked as second and
third comers, whose previous place and terms of imprisonment are not
shown, prove the extremely imperfect manner of keeping records
formerly practiced here. This increases the labor of collecting sta-
tistics, while it at the same time lessens their accuracy and value.
I trust, however, that those I have prepared may prove of some ser-

vice in illustrating the subject T had in view, and also contribute to
the in.crest and usefulness of your deliberations.
Very respectfully, Aggregate,.....
E. W. FARNHAM.

To Doctor Joun D. Russ, of the Prison Association of New-York.




TABLE No. 3,
TABLE No. 2,

Showing what proportion of those sentenced to the male prison at

Mount Pleasant, from the year 1817 to 1847, inclusive, have died
while in prison.

Showing what proportion of those senlenced to the male prison at
Mount Pleasant, from the year 1817 o 1847, inclusive, have been
discharged by pardon.

Of the 8 committed for 1 year, died +vuu.e

Of the 8 commitments for the termof 1year;...e.... veeee O do 1627 do
do 1627 do do 2 years, ysthnearly,or 141 do 1848 do
do 1848 do do do #h do 305 do
do 490 do do do }th do 117 do
do 1315 do do do 1 do 281 do 118 do o o de
do 118 do do do do 49 ] 553 do do i do
do 553 do do do do 243 69 do do i o

do 69 do do do do 22 § 30 do do  P5th exactly,

do 30 do do do do 10 462 do do 1th nearly,
do 462 do do do do 173 7T do do  none,

do 7 do do do do 4 do do 3th nearly,
do 40 do do do 3ths do 15 3 do do 1d exaetly,

do do do do mome,...e.e do do ith  do . 30
do 1 do do do  §nearly, or. do do 1th nearly,

do do do do % do do do  none,

do do do do allyeicenies do do do

do do do do  .eeeiiiniee do do 2ds exactly,

do do do do 3, or. do do  none,

do do do do

do

do
do

do do 3th exactly,
do do 20 do 3 mearly, or.
do

2 years, died %th nearly, or
do vsth do
490 do 4 do +5th exactly,
1315 do do 3th nearly,

e
E
%
H
S
3

8w

do 20030 do none,
do do 20 to 30 years,. «ecae: do over30 do 1ds exactly,
do do over 30 do ..veees

do life 2ths nearl,
do do life, % nearly, or. 177 g Ys

&

Total number of deaths teraseesessess 86T
Total pumber pardoned,.ceeseesseesceserans 1617

=
=
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TABLE No.
TABLE No. 4, o
Showing how long those who have died in the Mount Pleasant State

prison, between 1817 and 1847, both inclusive, have survived their
respective sentences.

Showing what proportion of those sentenced to the male prison at
Mount Pleasant have been re-committed to said prison, from the
year 1817 to 1847, both inclusive.

3 Died in less than one month after commitment. . ....

do three months do

do six months .. . . 46

do nine months . . vee. 42

do one year do e 80

Of the 8 sentenced for 1 year, recommitted 1 nearly, or ..
do 1627 do 2 years, recommitted ;;th nearly, or 109
do 1848 do do +zth
do 490 o 4 do Jsth
do 1315 do do +th
do 118 do do
do 553 da do ,%th do two years and six months do ... 79
do 69 do do +rth do thres vears h 3
do. 30 do do Fsth exactly, do o y s N o ... 81
do 462 do do 1th nearly, It ; ee years and six months do .. B3
do 7 do do 1th exactly, do f"“‘" years . do ... 35
do 40 do do th do our years and six months do ... 39

do five years do U

o do one year and six months after commitment. .. 122
5

do two years do .. 115

do 3 do do none, .
- ot do 1t nearly, do five years and six months do

ot e o o sth do six years . do
e o o o pone, six years and six months do
do do do all, seven years do

seven years and six months do
eight years do
eight years and six months do

-
-

do do do 1d nearly,
do do do none,
do do do 1d pearly, !
do do  20t030 do o do nine years do
do do over 30 do none, nine years and six months do
do do life do 1th nearly, ten years do
ten years and six months do
Total recommitments. .vcovoee . eleven years do
eleven years and six months  do
twelve years do
thirteen years do

[ —
BN RTINS

Note. The basis of the calculation in this table should have been
the number of convictions for each term, less the deaths in each.
The error was discovered too late to be corrected. The reader can
easily do it, by comparing it with table No. 3, exhibiting the whole Total number of deaths, as shown per registers. .
number of deaths in each term.

In addition to the preceding recommitments, there are 127 whose
previous terms of imprisonment are not shown by the records or
registers of the prison, all being designated as ¢2d,” ¢34, &c.
comers into the prison. [Assembly, No. 243.]
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TABLE No. 6.

RECAPITULATION, &c.

Whole number committed, from 1817 to 1847, inclusive . ....

Pardoned (see table No. 2) sovevuneiareivoess
Died (see table No. 8) veerieeriurenanneenes
"Transferred at various times to lunatic asylums
Escaped........
Transferred to Clinton prison . ceeecaeavse
Transferred to Auburn at various times......
Not included in expirations (see note, table 4)
Not known how disposed of .oeuvvviaeneen
Discharged by expiration of sentence...
Remaining in prison at this date. . uevese vvevnienaenecnee

Aggregate cuoeiiiiiiistiine snanenaenes

The next communication which we shall present, is a letter from
Judge Porter, of Alabama, on the exercise of the pardoning power,
the profits of labor, &e.

99
Tuscaloosa, Ala., 25 Aug., 1847.

T am sorry I cannot attend the proposed convention of persons in-
terested in prison discipline. An important court, where my presence
is absolutely necessary, holds a session at the time appointed, I
should have gladly embraced this opportunity to visit the northern
country, not less to participate in the measures necessary to the re-
form of punitive laws, than to witness the results of the progress of
your people in the affairs of public and private life.

Allow me to relieve my anxiety for the successful isswe of your
expected deliberations, with some general thoughts on the great sub-
ject which will engage your attention.

Punitive law is far behind every other element of the social sys-
tem in measures of reform. The agents of society have blindly
rushed to the consummation of criminal laws, without stopping to make
enquiry as to the principle which forms the foundation of them all.
Authority to punish men for their offences against the laws of com-
munity, rests on the agreement, which is supposed to be made when
the social compact is formed. That if a man violates that security
with respect to an individual which it is the great object of the asso-
ciation to preserve to the whole body, he shall be removed from it, so
as to effect two purposes: 1st. That he may be placed beyond the

power of again injuring his neighbor. 2d. That he may make some 7

remuneration to society for the wrong done it. The whole power is
exercised on the idea of the rejection of the criminal from the pale of
society, and round this point, as upon a fixed rudiment, must every
action of the government revolve. When societies were originally
instituted, their pale was the walls of the city. The oath of a witness
in the early periods of Roman jurisprudence, « If knowingly I deceive,
may the immortal Jove hurl me with my goods from the safe city and
citadel, as I now cast this stone,” showed the horror of the ancients at
being placed beyond the protection of the city. The fact that every
one of the earlier communities had to entrench themselves behind the
ramparts of a town, and thus be safe from the power of the deprada-
tory throngs which infested the open country, praves the reasonable-
ness of this anxiety. Here the punishment of each member of society,

in these primitive times, for a breach of the rules agreed upon, was a !

mere rejection, a being cast out from the place of protection. Inour




100 [ AssemBLY

day, the right to punish rests on the same principle. The laws are
the rules under which we agree to live in society. For violation of
these laws we consent to the imposition of certain penalties. In cri-
minal Jaws these penalties are proportiened to the grade of offence;
all founded on the right of the mass to place the offending individual
beyond the enclosure of society, thereby putting it out of his power
again to offend, and causing some compensation, either to the person
whose rights have been violated, or to society for the expense of in-
flicting the punishment. How is this to be done, as most consistent
with the exercise of the power of government, and as most conducive
to the interest of the members of seciety, is the great point to be con-
sidered. The mere rejection of the offender beyond the circle of so-
ciety, will not do, because he may return more violent than ever.
Society must, therefore, resort to such measures as may tend to keep
the party secure for the time fixed upon as necessary to expiate the
offence.  For this public prisons are erected, and for this, bya strange
and awful perversion of the powers of society, the prison house of the
grave is still recognized—the savage triumph of a barbarous zeal for
virtue. My business is now with the first,not the last, and 1 proceed
with the enquiry, how can this power be best exercised 7 T answer,
1st. By making the prison as secure as possible, so as to make the
punishment as cerfain as possible. 2d. By making the imprisonment
as profitable as possible to soviety, by reforming the citizen as much
as possible. 3d. By making the punish t as valuable as possibl
to the individual, by providing as much as possible for both his bedy
and his soul. Each of these inquiries supposes of course that the
prosecution of an offender has been properly conducted, is founded
on just laws, justly administered, and in their penalties properly ad-
justed to the nature of the offence.

ist. The consideration of the question of the security of the prison,
as connected with the certainty of the punishment, may cover very
extensive ground. Tt may embrace inquiries not merely as to the best
plan of building prisons, so far as their architectural strength is con-
eerned, but their internal management, and as to the interference of
the Legislature and of the Executive. In no form of government
where public opinion, whether for prejudice or for sympathy, so pow-
erfully affects the legislative will, or so imperatively guides the ex-
ecutive hand, it is impossible to hope for such perfect legal restric-
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tions as may wholly limit the action of either power to proper cases.
Two instances in which the control of public opinion was potent in
which I participated, one that of Jesse H. Garrett, now a citizen oé’
G.er{eva, New-York, would, if reported, show the difficulty of ob-
taining the judgment of the pardoning power, without mixing with
thc. consideration of the question collateral subjects calculated to mis-
guide the mind. Many cases indeed might be cited, proving that
pardons are often granted where justice and law both require that
they should be refused ; but where both yield to personal influences
or to political motives. !
istration runs a disposition to pardon in all cases. Through another, ™
a determination to pardon in none. Each does wrong. The om;
commits injustice to society ; the other violates the justice due to in-
dividuals. The one disarms the laws of the country of all power to
punish ; the other deprives the executive power of its noblest attri-
bute——mercy. Tt cannot, therefore, require argument to cause it to
?)e admitted that nothing will tend more to encourage crime than the
improper exercise of the pardoning power, because the want of a
system or principle to regulate this power, by leaving it to float on
.the broad expanse of minds, governed by political, personal, or other
improper influences, leaves the punishment of every offence wholly
urrcertam. Offenders, therefore, taking the chances of this uncer-
tainty, are encouraged to commit crimes, willing to stake the certainty
of conviction against the hope of executive or legislative interference.

Nor will it by any means do to cut off this power. I mean that
power vested in the Legislature or executive to pardon offences. To
do so, would be to provide no vindicatory authority for the relief of
the 'irmocem ran improperly convicted ; to cut off the power of cor-
recting a conviction brought about in the heat of much public excite-
ment, or produced by perjury, or the mistake of the weight of pre-
sumptive evidence, &c. And again, if there be no pardoning power
authorized, in that case the administrators of the law,judgesaand ju-
rors, exercise it, by becoming guilty of a species of judicial perjury,
when, in view of the inadequacy of punishment, or the Ppeculiar cir-’
cumstances of tie case, they admit the offence has been committed
but deny that it ought to be punished in the individual. So that upcr:
every ground of debate, the pardoning power ought to be preserved ;
but its exercise should be so limited as, effectually as possible, to c(mZ

Through the tenure of one executive admin- - -
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fine its application to truly just cases. If this be not done, as we
have seen, by rendering the chance of pardon probable, the punish-
ment of offenders will fail in that constituent which more than any
other is effective to prevent crime, certainty.

2d. The only matter of profit to be considered by a State in provi-
ding punitive regnlations, is that species of social profit which relates
to the reformation of the citizen. Every time a man commits a
crime he weakens the tie which connects him with society, and every
time society excludes him from a participation in its powers and bene-
fits, it deprives itself for the time of a citizen. This may be, as we
have seen, for good, in order to place him where he may not incur
further penalties by further aggressions, aud where he may render a
just compensation for injurious acts. The great object of society
should be to answer these ends, and restore to herself again as soon
as possible, the citizen she has lost, This will form the profit of so-
ciety in the punishment of its members for crime ; this must be ef.
fected by reforming the individual in those respects in which as a citi-
zen he has displayed the greatest disposition to violate the security of
society. It is impossible, in a letter like this, to consider the various
measures which may tend to influence this reformation. The most im-
portant of them will be found covered by such regulations as apportion
punishment to offences, and exhibit to the eyes of the citizen a code
of criminal laws exactly as human capacity allows, adjusted to the
nature of offences ; which shall be so undeviatingly applied, that in
no instance shall any condition of society be exempt from its formula,
or its penalties. One of the greatest of the obstacles which are pre-
sented in the reformation of the citizen, is the mark of infamy which
follows his imprisonment, This is a renewal of punishment for the
same offence, for if society visits the character of an offender with
disrespect, because he has been a convict, it undertakes to add to the
punishment, already inflicted, one not less powerful, and not less
arbitrary. This should if’ possible be avoided by suitable provision.
One whose person has yielded to the law, and who has in cbedience
to its authority, performed his appointed time of imprisonment, should
be viewed as having purged himself of offence.
offence or of his punishment, ought not to hang by him, like links of
the broken chain, which has bound him to his dungeon, weighing
down every effort towards strengthening his weakened reputation,
end the recuperation of the lost confidence of his fellow men. To-

The history of his |
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wards such a man, tenderly jealous of every glance resting upon him,
as he leaves the prison, there ought to be displayed the most liberal
and generous of sympathies. The regard which the Athenians had
for the memory of Socrates impelled them to forbid that his name
should be mentioned lest it should recall the injury done by his con-
demnation. Much more worthy the sentiment which would cause to
be forgotten the sentence passed upon him whom the laws have justly
pronounced guilty. The justice done to Socrates was the justice of
a heathen people : that asked for the poor convict—one anxious’ to
restore himself to the society he had been driven from, is one sanc-
tioned by the improved intelligence of the age, and demanded by the
divine principles of the Christian faith. The justice of men is, the
representation of the justice of God ; but it should never be forgotten
that this justice while certain and inflexible, is ever accompanied by
mercy, and followed by forgiveness. As religion is intended for the

+guilty, not the innocent, so forgiveness is alone applicable to those
who have erred. This principle while it sustains the propriety of
the punishment of the criminal, and enforces submission to it, also
requires that when satisfaction is made to the injured majesty of the
laws, and the repentant convict again appears in society, he should

be seen and treated as a stranger, of whose past life we know nothing
bad, but of whose future, we expect everything good.

In the reforming of a convict, religion will exercise a wonderful
nfluence. In the depth of every mind, however debased by igno-
rance or crime, there is a recognition of religions obligation, which
outlives every other emotion, and humbles the heart obdurate to the
most tender of human influences. To enforce these sanctions of reli-
gion, which are displayed in most perfection, when most governing
our relations in this life, should be the constant purpose of the law.
The regular and respectful worship of God should therefore become
a part of the police regulation of every prison. In the observance of
its duties, in the continued contemplation of its divine, simple, and
elegant precepts, men will soon discover enough to excite the most
grateful thoughts for past mercies, and the most carnest desire for
future usefulness. The man who is daily taught to reverence the
deity, will come from the prison tne friend of his fellow man, not the
avenger of wrongs supposed to have been done him by society.

You will see by the following extract how carnestly T have strug-
gled to attain this end, and how my efforts were met.
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¢ Debate on the Penitentiary bill, in the House of Representatives,
Alabama, January 24,” 1846.

« Mr. Porter proposed an amendment requiring the lessee to enter
into a stipulation for the moral culture of the minds of the convicts,
through religious instruction, and the observance of the Sabbath.

¢« He said that this matter was too important to permit him to yield
his general disposition, not to embarrass the house with discussion.
He regarded as no less a right than duty of the state, to provide for
the morals of its convicts. This right of punishment conferred upon
society, was for a higher purpose, than merely condemning an unfor-
tunate being to the dungeon. One of the grand objects was his re-
form in moral sentiments. His restoration to society, freed from the
sins which had produced his exclusion. Society was understood to
bharbor no revenge, and to exercise none as the agent of the injured
person. The authority exercised over the life, liberty and persons
of men, was for the preservation of the peace, as well as the morals
of our race. An authority for the maintenance of those sentiments
which are calculated to elevate, not degrade human nature. When
the laws attached punishment as a penalty to the conduct of one,
whose conduct violated those regulations, the obligations of society,
did not consist in merely placing him within the security of the prison
house. It should cultivate the morals which had been debased. Tt
should direct the mind to more noble occupation of social and religious
duty. The state was by this bill preparing to do an act which he
condemned altogether, selling out its prisons and prisoners, to enable

others to make the profit that the state could not. If the Legislature
were so determined, while he could not defrat the measure, he would
performn his duty in guarding this part of it. He hoped members
would see the propriety of adopting the amendment without division.
It was a proposition the propriety of which was apparent. It pro-
vides for the faithful performance of one of the noblest of the sovereign
trusts, the care of the morals of men. If no such provision was
adopted, the state’s convicts instead of coming forth from their dun-
geons on the expiration of their terms of imprisonment, better men,
would be turned out a class of more desperate villains. While con-
fined they would be indulging in every vicious propensity without
restraint. The places announced to the world as receptacles of un
fortunate offenders, where the promise of their reformation and use-
fulness was to be made, would become the very nurseries of every
vice, A prison house in which every sentiment of virtue would be
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stifled by the express sanction of the legislature. Tt was folly to
think of leaving this matter to the lesses’s pleasure. It must from
the nature of things be neglected. He was in favor of binding the
agent of the state to this, as the highest of the duties of the state.
He cared not how much trouble it gave juries or courts to assess the
damages. He preferred all the contemplated trouble to the crime of
lending bimself to a legislation which would turn the states prison
into a gambling shop, or place of indulgence for every species of
iniquity. Let us not forget, said he, in our anxiety for the profits of
the penitentiary, the profits of virtue, while punishing the body, let
us rflnexnber the soul.  Spare the soul, sir, spare the soul, while you
are inflicting correction on the body. Let it not be said in this en-
lightened and religious age, that, casting the criminal bound hand and
foot into the cell, you will leave him to perish there in his sins,
Rather in the very act of administering the rebuke, teach him to look
upward to Heaven, and solicit that mercy desired to his lot here.

“Mr. Porter said that the House had surely overlooked the char-
acter and extent of the 9th section. Under ity the lessee had the
power of inflicting corporal punishment. Did gentlemen keep in
view the extent of this authority? It had been argued as if it was
confined to whipping. It meant bodily punishment of every nature
and kind, which the malice, revenge and caprice of the lessee might
suggest. Certainly the Legislature would not give such power to
the basest of mankind. The member from Lawrence, Mr. Hubbard,
and the member from Mobile, Mr. Brown, had shown themselves
more versed in the technicality of argument than Mr. P. supposed.
They had argued the question as if corporeal punishment were as-
sessed as a punishment of the offence, and had studiously kept out of
the view the position that the corporal punishment had relation only to
the security and health of one upon whose offence the law had already
acted.  His position was this, that the right of society to punish was
fexh:xusted when the sentence of the law declared by it was carried
mto effect, 1In the event that this was imprisonment when a man
sfzrved out the time allotted to his violation of rules prescribed by so-
clety, it had no further power over him for that offence. And during
the progress of the punishment, the sovereign could affix no new pun-
ishment having relation to the offence merely. It certainly had au-
thority during the continuance of the punishment to adopt proper
ieasures for the security, and for the safety of the health of the con-
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vict. The former was an obligation due to the balance of society,
the latter was a blessing to the prisoner. It was seen therefore that
the dispute between himself, and the advocate of the section was one
as to what constituted the proper means. He thought argument and
facts were on his side of the question.

(Here Mr. Cooper interrupted Mr. Porter, and was understood
by Mr. P. to suggest the propriety of making these arguments else-
where, and with a view of treating with contempt, and ridiculing the
sentiments of Mr. Porter in regard to punishments generally.)

Mr. Porter continued, “I have no expectation of saying anything
either calculated to soften or please the gentleman from Monroe (Mr.
Cooper.) This I wish to say however in regard to the side thrust of the
gentleman as to the might of my argument in the House. I haveever
enough respected that gentleman to listen at least 1o his views,and that
he evinces a contrary disposition shall not deter me from boldly ex-
pressing my detestation of the sentiments he indulgesin regard to such
subjects. When others have suffered so much for the amelioration
of the human race, and for the wrongs committed in the name of law,
certainly T can bear his contemptuous sneers.

“The gentleman from Lawrence, had placed the majority of these
punishments on the authority of parents to correct their children.
The doctrine upon which that authority was predicated rested on the
assertion, that it was a correction because of the absence of reason.
‘When children can veason, the rule ceases to operate,and argument
and persuasion were substituted for the rod. Ithas therefore no
force as an argument for the punishment of those imprisoned, because
having reason they still sinned. But the words corporal punishment
included everything, whipping, burning, scarring the flesh, aresort to
all that the ingenuity of one having the power might invent at a mo-
ment when his blood was boiling in a rage. If gentlemenwould but
only rely on well authenticated reports as to these punishments, and
the evils following their exercise, even in well regulated and much
more moral communities, he would not urge his arguments. In some
of the Northern and Eastern States, which he did not hesitate to say
were far in advance of Alabama in the reforms of criminal codes,
some of these cruel bloody inflictions had to the disgrace of humanity
been tried, aud in well guarded prisons been productive of ever to be
detested consequences. In these same institutions all such modes of
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u.eatment had given way to the mild induence of the efforts of the
friends of mercy whom it had been so much the object of the mem-
ber from Monroe to laugh to scorn.

“Here Mr. Bro i insti
( e e wn.dcaI}]ed on Mr.( Porter to designate those institu-
. said Pennsylvania and Massachusetts.

£
. K ¢
Yes, in Massachusetts they used to burn Wyr&ehvs’)

tions.
“Mr. Brown. '
“Mr. Porter proceeded. And the doctrines advocated by ;lle en-
tleman and his friends, will soon bring about in Alabama, a dafk
age than ever rested upon Massachusetts. If you give th’e sanctioel:
of the State to this practice; if you turn loose upon your convict:
men, whose only object will be to convertjthe penitentiary intoa ]aces
of profit, you will be unbinding the worst passions of the hfman
heart.A You will reverse all the principles which have promoted th,
estabhsh-ment of penitentiaries; making them not places of refy ean:
rleformalmn for the miserable outcasts from society, but dens o:% ava-
rice and covetousness.  Could it be expected of }:uman nature, (l:t
men w.hose obligations to the State would be violated if the<e’ con-
]vxtc‘ls did not work, whor.n the State had entrusted with their ca}e and
abor because better whip-masters than she is, would be governed b
prudence and deliberation, rather than anger and resemmegnt'l )

I § u : Anger
s never rational, power rarely prudent. .

No one wi i
be sa}[e?y vested with the means of punishment, wil::oau‘:ﬂ:’er:tyricig
restrictions on his power. Anger distracts our reason and foyrcesgit
to the approbation of measures which in cooler moments our Judg-
lment overrules. There is nothing more likely to disturb it than il%e
ove of gain. Place the convicts in the power of men who take the;
only' for the love of gain, and there would be no objects of contenlxxf
pl'atlon more horrible than the excesses we might be called upon to
;V(;t;‘]r?:.d Ifremember to hax:e read in St. Peirre, one of those gcorn-
e O;zbmercy; of an Interesting child, who attracted the at-
deom ot oocdn'ctvoyent female, and who was informed by the mother,
ety gn i \\:s n.ot for the want oxj whipping. T'his seems to
oo mezq na)ans;h doing good, mAtl_ne judgment of the advocates
o ;:;L ! ave a better opinion of my fellow men. Is it
b mea,ns o mft e name o[.h-umamly, to devise in this christian age,
o inm:j orfm'ng“. the vicious, but to put in practice the various
gt ¢t pawn; from the wooden horse Truxton, to the tear-
8 and lacerating the back, or burning the flesh of a poor condemned
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man? Tt is dreadful to recur to the various exploded means of pun-
ishrent resorted to, even in well improved societies. .The dark cell,
starvation, suspension, &c.  Mr. Porter alluded to one instance where
a convict was kept in a dark cell on bread and water forty-two .days.
One evening the keeper was attracted by a knocking at. the vnckef.
He saw the convict a boy, in a state of delirium, on his knees,'}ns
eyes rolling in phrenzy. Holding out his emaciated hand he cried,
«My father told me to knock and get a little mush.” (18 Report
Prisutm Discipline Society, pp- 289, 290,) The 'cmelty of man,
though depriving him of reason, had failed to obliterate the cons-
ciousness that he had yet a Father in Heaven.”

3. Every convict has a right to require, of the society which casts
him in prison, that his body and soul shall be provided for.

The care of the body of a convict must be thF result of va.rk‘ms
laws, affecting the internal management of (hfz prison, the providing
of food, clothing, &c. The process by which thes:e.comforts are
supplied should be as simple as possible, and not divided bet\\eeI:
o0 many persons. T have thought that the most effectual plan woul
be to require the keeper of each prison to report to some committee
appointed in each town, under severe penaltie, wnthm. two hou\ts
after the commitment, the name of each person com.rr.utted. This
committee should, under like penalty, be required to visit t!xe person
committed in two hours after receiving notice ; and 1.mme<hately, :?t
the charge of the State or county, furnish su.c?x clothing, &c:, as is
necessary to the comfort of the prisoner.  Visits toand examinations
of the prisouer, of his food, and room, should be also made weel'dy,
and deficiencies supplied. The propriety of such prompt an.d #ﬁmen\
means is suggested, not less by humanity than by the -prmcxple's of
right. If, for public safety, and as an expiation of of’fence, society
finds it necessary to confine a man, it imposes upun.uself also.the
obligation of providing for his bodily comfort. It is true, So(flf!ty
may and ought to remunerate herself for the expense by requinng
the convict to labor ; this is proper, not only to preserve (h:e health of
the prisoner, but that he may provide a fund for his own maintepance.
With respect to the proceeds of the labor of the condemned person
I think the just course to be pursued would be this, to deduct .from
them the expense of the person’s keeping, and apply the rer:ainder
to the support and education of his family. This w:ill seem to bea
strange measure ; but Tam satisfiedpit is the only just one. If one

f as a citizen.
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‘hed

has committed crime he ought to be p If his punishment
causes expense to the State, he ought to labor to compensate. But
the State has no right to punish his family, who are innocent ; and
while the public interest requires the imprisonment of the head of
the family, his imprisonment ought to be so managed that a portion
of the proceeds of his industry should be applied to the support of
that family, who have been deprived of his industry. This should
be done, or the State must maintain them.

I have briefly, under the second head, considered the religious in-
struction of the convict, in view of the question of his reformation
He has a larger interest, individually, in the care of his
soul. 'The very essence of the authority to punish him in this life,
inculcates the stern necessity of keeping before his eyes, continually,
that more awful judgment which awaits him beyond the grave. The
mass of men have no right to turn the prisons of those whom their
law and power have condemned, into dens of wickedness. If they
shut out the light of day, they have no right to shut out the light of
the gospel. 'The internal splendor of that faith and practice which
adorn religion shall be permitted to break in-upon the dungeon, which
State policy imperatively demands shall be invested with physical
darkness. I would therefore require the constant observance of
religion, not less for the object of restoring a good citizen to society,
than for the cause of the eternal safety of the individual.

I have here, without system, taken some general view of the mat-
ters intended to be considered by the convention. ¥ cannot, however,
close this letter without adverting to another phase of the subject,
and properly embraced in the inquiry: I allude to the principle of
colonizing convicts.

The evil, to which I have already alluded, of the stigma resting on
aprisoner after his release, and which, I have supposed, stands in the
way of his reformation, is one incident to the fact of his imprison~
ment in the midst of society. If he undergees this impri nt
with emotions of eontrition, his reflections assure him that he will go
abroad into society, at the expiration of his term, with little con-
fidence on the part of it in the sincerity of his repentance, and the
suspicions of his fellow men guarding his steps. If he is kept with-
owt employment, true, kis bodily powers cannot be engaged mis-
chievously ; but his mind, continually at work upon the manner of
Society towards him, becomes indifferent to impressions of good, and
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matures schemes of revenge. If he labors, it is a labor without
hope, and therefore a curse, not a blessing ; wearing down the bodily
machine, and leaving the mental powers shattered and idiotic. Much
reflection has consequently convinced me that the only safe and
effectual mode of reforming the criminal—out of violators of law,
morals, and religion, to malke good men and valuable citizens—is to
adopt some plan by which they shall be kept together, isolated from
the community, but so situated as to be able to carry on the business
of agriculture, controlled by certain laws which may confine them to
that position. I know how fully the subject of convict colonization
has been discussed, and the extent of the prejudice against the system
now ; but the views I present are, so far as I know, new, and with
this impression I ask for them a hearing.

It is objected in England that convict colonization tends to the in-
jury of the settled region ; that it flls the new country with a race of
murderers and robbers, and with their descendants; that presently the
very foundations of civilization will be broken up, and the principles
of these outlaws be forced through every part, deranging its systems,
and vitiating every constituent of good government,and every element
of the security of person and property. This assertion is based on
the evil of possessing criminals, and on the existence of vice, rather
than upon any argument in favor of the converse of our proposition.
The evil of crime we admit ; the misfortune of having offenders to
punish, we deplore: but they are here, and how best to dispose of
them is the question. If it can be shown that fewer evils will result
to society and to the convict by colonization than by imprisonment in
the midst of society, then our position is proved. But certainly it is
not disproved by using the objection above referred to, because any

mode of imprisonment may lead to the same result. If one is impris-
oned in the centre of society, when it is performed, he must be turned
loose into that society, reformed under past and existing systems of
purification, neither as a citizen nor as an individual ; not benefited
either in body or mind, but degraded in reputation, suspected by his
fellow men, presumed capable of all crime, and full of malice and re-
venge towards his supposed oppressors. He is therefore as fully ca-
pable of spreading through the social system the elements of crime a8
if punished by any other plan; and to a palpably greater degree, be-
cause he is thrown back into the theatre of his offences. The cities
which are the forced, and therefore the unnatural sources of the civili-
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z.a(ion of men, are the places where temptationsto crime live. Every
time a convict is turned loose into these, his temptations are increased,
and his reformation retarded. But in a state of conviet colonization,
wher.e agriculture would be the chief pursuit, these tendencies to in-
creasing crime, and the retardation of reformation would not exist.
In the first place the enticements which lead to crime would be ab-
sent. The luxury of the city ; the vain but unceasing toil after its
elegancies ; the contests of its style and fashion ; the facility of sup-
plying every want of a capricious mind, would all be wanting. 'The
simplicity of an agricultural life ; virtue would take deep root in the
heart, and diffuse its blessings over the entire structure of society.
Again, the severe judgment of public sentiment would not condernn
the convict, and weigh down his efforts to obtain its confidence. Few
would live in such a community but those sent there for offences.
There would be no class so exclusive in the practice of the virtues, so
far as the first is concerned, as to be authorized to maintain a tribunal
where opinion should repunish the convict. There each man, with
th.e recollection of his own errors fresh in his mind, would humble
himself at the story of another’s fault, and they would, collectively,
endeavor, by lives of usefulness and virtue, to obscure the history of
th.eir offences. And again, the labor of the convict would be a labor
with hope.  Each person, thus situated, would feel that his exertions
were not merely for the State, but for himself and his family. The
gre%\t fault of existing systems of punishment is, that the State thinks
of‘ itself, never of the offender, as respects his own rights as a moral
being, of his family, or of his future condition. This system would

correct this, especially in the point sugg 1. The ind ts to
labor would be very great when the convict saw, at the end of the term
of sefxtence, a property and a home ample for the wants of a family
awaiting to reward his exertions, and found himself b]essediby the
public confidence which cheerfully rewarded his efforts at reformation.
The colony thus settled by offenders would bear within itself the seeds
of public and private virtues. As land exbausted by culture, by lying
fallcw a few years, recuperates itself, and becomes fertile, even through
its idleness, so the mind of the convict, worn out and degraded from
the excess of viciousness, would thus, resting under the influences I
bave named, become full of the essentials of life and healthfulness.
Generation after generation would be continually improved, until

fnally, the very history of the crimes of the original colonists vmulc;
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be lost in the lustre displayed in their descendants. A great moralal-
chemy would be at work, and out of the materials, poisonous and
deadly, when taken separate, a new agent be produced,by mixture,
capable of influencing, beneficially, the entire sphere of political and
social life. Sir George Simpson, in the narrative of his overland
journey, furnishes some facts and ideas upon the condition of the Si-
berian exiles very applicable to our argument. ¢ The dwelling in
which we breakfasted to-day,” says the traveler, ¢ was that of a person
sent to Siberia against his will. Finding that there was but one way
of bettering his condition, he worked hard and behaved well. He had
now a comfortably furnished house, and a well cultivated farm, while
a stout wife, and plenty of servants bustled about the premises. His
son had just arrived from St. Petersburg, to visit the exiled father,and
had the pleasure of seeing him, amid all the comforts of life, reaping
an abundant harvest, and with one hundred and forty persons in his

pay !”

He adds: ¢“1In fact, for the reforming of the eriminal, in addition to
the punishment of the crime, Siberia is undoubtedly the best peniten-
tiary in the world. When not bad enough for the mines, each exile
is provided with an allotment of ground, a home, a horse, two cows,
agricultural implements, and, for the first year, with provisions. For
three years he pays no taxes whatever, and for the next ten only half
the full amount. To bring fear as well ashope to operate in his favor,
he clearly understand that his very slip will send him from his home
and family to toil in the mines. Thus does the government bestow
an almost paternal care on the less atrocious criminal.”

Blackwood thus continues the subject : ¢ We had some curiosity to
know the condition of the exiles to Siberia from an intelligent eye wit-
ness. But he gave little more than a glance to a subject on which the
public mind of England is at present engaged. In Russia, corporal pun-
ishment is much in use, but criminals are seldom put to death. They
are marched off to Siberia for every kind of offence, from the highest
political crime to petty larceny. The most heinous offenders are sent
to the mines. Those guilty of minor delinquencies are settled in vil-
lages, or on farms, and those guilty of having opinions different from
those of the government—statesmen, authors, and soldiers—are gen-
erally suffered to establish themselves in little knots, where they spread
refinement through the country. ‘The consequence is, ¢ that all grades
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of society are decidedly more intelligent than the corresponding grades
in any other part of the empire, and perhaps more so than in most
parts of Europe.’

“ Yet with this knowledge before the British government—for we
must presume they had not overlooked the condition of the Russian
exiles ; and with the still more impressive knowledge of the growth
of our Australian Colonies, and the improvement of the convicts ; the
new fangled and most costly plan is now to be adopted of reforming
our criminals by keeping them at home! Thus we are to save our
national expenditure by building huge penitentiaries, which will cost
millions of money, and to secure society from depredation, by #nnu-
ally pouring fiom those prisons, as the time of their sentences ex-
pires, the whole crowd of villainy at once—making the very streets a
place of danger, and filling the country with hungry crime.

“The only argument on the opposite side is, that the free settlers
are offended by finding themselves in a population of convicts. But
to this the obvious answer is, that the colonization of Australia was
originally intended as a school of reform—that the convicts have
been to a great extent reformed, which they never would have been
at home—that the convicts were in the colony first, and that the set-
tlers going there with their eyes open, have no reason to complain.”

The influence of agriculture in producing these results is greater
than that exercised by any other pursuit. No vocation has proved
so powerful in civilizing men : none so effectually harmonizes the
conflicting elements of the social system ; produces more subordina-
tion among its members to political and moral restraints,—none tends
more to render the manners gentle, or fills the mind with nobler sen-
timents of humanity. In this pursuit, nature presents herself unaf-
fected with the vices of science and refinement. There industry is
connected with an employment, never subject to the fluctuations of
commerce, and therefore presenting a never failing resource for labor.

Thus national wealth, private enterprise, and domestic happiness,

grow up and flourish together. Upon a constitution worn and shat-

ered by the pursuits of a city, we every day see the consequence of

bis mode of life. On the mind, depraved and vitiated, the effect

will be the same ; and the society which shall set the example of con-

fining its criminals to a pursuit indicated by nature, and ever loved
| Assembly No. 243.] 8
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by men in 2 state of innocence, will, out of crifne, misery fn:bwatnht:
create virtue, happiness and plenty. To SO(‘:lf.ily, chs.h'acbe1 Oz’ ot
rude attacks of licentiousness, it will re:sto‘re c?hzefds, czpa le; of e
noblest public enterprises ; to the convict it will give t ve P fv sure
again being regarded as useful to the State ; and to heaven, y
often, with God’s sanction, a regenerated soul.

The manner of carrying out this scheme, it is not for mec to dlct:;tz.f
A convention of the States might agree upon it, and 'the ongres:
the Union may, from her waste land, supply the territory.

1 regret that I do not feel myself capableA of f“mmhmitt:,?i}:;
upon every branch of the inquiry suggested in the.colmm\ tes S
tation. T hope, most earnestly, that the mat\'xred _]u(icinet;e i
good and learned men who will meet you, will furm> ¥
with valuable suggestions on these interesting topics.

With great respect, T am,
Your ob’t serv’t,
BENJ. F. PORTER.

Jonx D. Russ, M.D., Corresponding Secretary

of the New York Prison Association, 15 Centre st., N.Y.

The following communication from the Hon. Levi .Woodbflzg’
treats of an important matter which we are persuad.ed is t_m;to @
neglected in the management of Crimina}s; and '\\A'luch might,
doubt, be made a valuable element for their reformation.

Porrsmourr, N. H.y %
3d September, 1847.
DEIA:awS':;ceived from you a circular on the subject of a convenhzn
of those interested in Prison Discipline. Please to return \(.) the
committee, whose organ you are, my acknow]edgme-nts for their pt:-s
lite invitation to attend that convention. But official engagemen
forbid my acceptance of it. They also prevent me from subn?ml‘?lge
any written disquisition on the interesting m.atters .referred to in “
circular, But allow me to mention one topic, which hvas Emt usually
| received so much attention from such meetings as us 3mpor}iirlict’;
seems to require. It is the instruction of prisoners on 1he. partuiuz
dangers and difficulties which have betrayed most of them into crime-

H
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These are likely to beset them again when liberated, and, unless bet-
ter understood and better guarded against, 1o make tiem victims once
more to their strong influences.

You will perceive, that I do not speak of instruction merely in
reading, writing, and the ot er first rudiments of education—nor do I

allude specially to teaching in morals and religion. These are of

& -t

St tred g vat

course primary duties whenever any attempt is made to assist in the

reformation of the prisoner. But [ wish 1o urge something more. I
wish to see efforts made to bring home more to the bosoms and medi-
tations of each—the peculiar perils, to which he is exposed, and in-
creased information and means how he may be able to escape them.
This kind of intelligence will interest him most deeply—and this
will probably be most successful in saving himn, when again surround-
ed by similar temptations.

To illustrate this idea by one or two suppositions —If avarice has
ted one class of the prisoners to the commission of forgery or larceny,
let that class be carefully taught the follies as well as wickedness of
a love of money pushed into such excesses, as well as the disgrace
and disappointment, which usually attends on such means of ac-
quiring wealth,

If anger or revenge has plunged another class into arsons and homi-
cides—instruct the victims to such passions how to regulate them—
no less than the injustice and wretchedness of such indulgences in
them, and the wide spread ruin to all order and security in society
which they introduce.

If drunkenness or lust has been the cause of still other crimes, as
well as some of those already referred to—Ilet special attention be
directed to root out them—and let the special danger and cure of
each be brought home to those who have been overcome by their
syren songs. In short, I think, if instruction was thus made more
discriminating and more closely adapted to what has already plunged
different classes of them into crime and infamy, the prospect of refor-
mation would be greatly brightened.

Now, the use of punishment, as generally inflicted, appears to be
rather vengeance, or, at least, a mere example of suffering to deter
others—than to unite with the last another signal benefit—the im-
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provement of the offender. To secure this, and to enable him to go
‘forth not only with better habits and health, and means for a future
bonest livelihood, which are all desirable—but with a better acquain-
tance as to the cause of his particular crimes—with better information
how to avoid these errors hereafter, and thus doubly armed to resist

them and conquer.

With my best wishes for the success of the efforts of the New
York Prison Association,
T remain respectfully,
Yours,

LEVI WOODBURY.
Dr. Joun D. Russ, Cor. Sec’y.

The following letter from W. Penn Clark, of {owa, is exceedingly
interesting ; shewing as it does, that even in that infant State the
progress of civilization keeps equal pace with its progress among her
elder sisters, and also as affording a detailed account of their prisons.

Towa Ciry, IOWA,%

August 24, 1847.
Joun D. Russ, M. D.,
Cor. Sec. New-Yorl Prison Association.

Dear Sir:—VYour letter addressed to the secretary of state of Towa,
dated July, 1847, announcing a “ Convention of the Friends of Prison
Discipline throughout the Union, to assemble in the city of New-York,
on the first Monday of October next, for the purpose of examining
the various subjects connected with their labor,” and requesting a
copy of the criminal laws of this State; has been handed to me by
that officer, to answer. Agreeably to your request, I take pleasure
‘in sending you, for the use of your Association,a copy of the Revised
Statutes of Towa, which contains the criminal code of the State ; also,
a copy of the laws enacted last winter, at the first session of the State
Legislature. In the latter you will find a law relative to our peniten-
tiary, which 1 believe has not yet been put in force ; and also, a law
providing for criminal returns, which was written by myself, and
which, if its requirements are regarded by public officers, will here-
after furnish us with authentic and reliable criminal statistics. The

object I had in view in preparing this law, was not only to furnish
the information that is necessary to guide such associations as yours,
in the discharge of the duties they have assumed, but to afford a data
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fro:n wpich to draw deductions as to the agency of common school
nstruction in diminishing crime. T
. ; s 3 send you, zlso, a copy of
ad(hess'dehvered at the first annual meeting of t’he « l’owa :Xl'(-)(} th'e 1
tal Punishment and Prison Discipli . by
t((})h;e:‘gus‘t:(; ((;]harldef Mason. Tt is due to that gentleman, however,
Hate; that the address is not only so badl i :
‘ adly printed, but so full of
gross] errors, committed by the printers, that he has objected to its
circu :tmn; yet defective as it is, it will inform you of the high
gl:?un htdken by thle society on the questions to which it refers, If,
i}: ;)r; the pa.ckage 1s sent off, I can gather up any other documents’
at 1 cenceive will be useful to your Associati
<G soclation, they will be in-
;}ud;d. Th.e whole will be intrusted to Mr. E. Hull of Rochester.
}. -y Who is now in this city, and who has kindly offered to take,
ﬁ::)rgz of th.eﬁu, and sce them forwarded to You from Rochester. I
pe they will reach you in ti sed :
rope you in time to be used at your proposed con-

ne Society,” in January last, by

I have a!so endeavored to procure for you, copies of the jo 1
of the l.errxtori:\l Legislature, in which are embraced the hgstuma ;
our penitentiary, but as none could be found except those in th:rf :f
hbrary, I have failed—I can only send you an abstract of the re; e
’Il‘hc Towa penitentiary is located at Fort Madison, on the MiQSiSSOirtS:
river, on ten acres of land donated by the citizens of that ta:nn lf)‘pl
that object. Its erection was commenced on the 9th of Jy} 1,83;r
after the plan of the Connecticut state prison, at W’eathersﬁe}g, T .
act prf)viding for its crection, requires that it shall be of s 'ﬂi 1 "
capa_cxty to receive, secure and employ one hundred and t‘l:lirtc‘eflt
convicts. Estimated cost $53,933. By November of that ye y.shm
basement story of the warden’s house and guard room had beZnar’ b
ed, the foundation of sixty cells commenced, and two excellent ere‘I:It-
had been dug. In December, 1840, six of the cells were com; Iwe ds
and _four nearly so. A committee of the Legislature, re, tpdae"
convicts (there had been eleven, but five had c:caped) ,in fios:)e ;‘X
w?re represented as “in a good heahhy condition welf clag’ ed
suitably accommodated s regards boarding and ’lodgin » an
where do you suppose they were lodged ? says the reportg-' « Thn
2re ]oidged in the cellar, under the guard room of the penit;( 3

Dunns the day they are moderately exercised in such em lo

:is the dxre?tor may orc.ler.” In December, 1841, the directopr rzmertlt
0 the Legislature, “ since my last report, but little has been l:;:,:;:

ntiary.”
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* towards cciiﬂpleting the penitentiary. The warden’s house and about
one-half the main prison is now covered, which enables the warden
to have all the convicts advantageously and securely employed.”
« Five convicts were received ; two Lad been pardoned, one escaped,
four were discharged by expiration of sentence, and four were then
in confinement. The priscners were employed at coopering and
blacksmithing, and generally healthy. The report of December,
1842, shows that six convicts were received ; four discharged by ex-
piration of sentence ; one pardoned ; one taken out by writ of: hnl.)eas
eorpus 3 two escaped ; and four were in confinement. At (-h\s time,
the penitentiary was in debt $3,361.33, and scarcely anything doing
towards the construction of the building. On the 26th of August,
1842, Edwin Guthrie was appointed warden. T have not been able
to find his report of 1843, but in his report to the Legislature, at the
May session, 1845, he says:

« That in the spring of 1843, he was induced, as well to preserve
the work already commenced, as to secure the permanent economy
of the prison, to carry up the walls of the main building throughout
its whole extent, and roof it over,soasto complete a workshop where
all the prisoners might be safely and profitably worked, and thereh;{
obviate the general evils attendant on out door labor. * * * This
would make the main building 200 feet long by 44 feet in width,
thirteen above the water table, or fifteen in all above ground, of which
44 of the west end would be occupied as a kecper’s house ; 56 of the
middle, by the cells, blacksmith’s shop, shoemaker’s shop, and kitch-
en, leaving 100 feet of the east end for a cooper’s shop. All of
which was completed by the 1st of November, 1843, * * * * With
this spacious shop and nine men already at my disposal—with every
reasonable prospect of an increase—I was justified in the belief, that
with proper tools, proper materials, and proper energy and care, 1

should be able to bring the expenditures within the earnings of the
prison, and thus relieve the territory of a burdensome debt heretofore
arising from this source. In this, however, I have been disappointed,
and have to report an actual loss between Dec. 1st, 1843, and May
1st, 1845, a period of 17 months, of $680.49. Various causes have
contributed to bring about this deficiency. * * * * In addition t
the causes already enumerated, as producing this balance against v
may be added an important one; 2 considerable reduction in the num-
ber of convicts. * * * * Not a conviction had been had within the

No. 243.] 119

year, and the number is now reduced from nine to six. The territo-
rial courts have now almost completed the spring term, and as far as
I can learn, without a single conviction. The number is now six,
and in a few days will be reduced by the discharge of one of the most
productive hands, to five. Of this number one is the cook, whose
light frame and shattered constitution renders him almost wholly use-
less for any other purpose. Another, a Winnebago Indian, whose
total ignorance of the English language, or aversion, or inaptness to
learn any mechanical labor, renders him almost useless, leaving but
three absolutely for productive labor.”

The Warden goes on to suggest that the institution be leased to
some competent individual, and its management left to individual
enterprise. With reference to the management of the prison, the
discipline, punishment, &c., the report says :

“The mute system has been carried out as far as could well be,
consistent with the labor engaged in, and the convicts have generally
shown willingness to obey and conform to all the regulations of the
prison. In the mode of punishment, the violent methods have been
almost or wholly abandoned, and the more rational and humane one
adopted, of rewarding merit by marks of approbation ; and frequent-
ly half of Saturday afternoon has been given for the purpose of wash-
ing up and reading, at which time the bible, the lives of self-made
men, of celebrated travellers, the Penny Magazine, and all other
useful works, have been allowed them, which it is believed has
awakened a spirit of emulation here, and had a tendency to soften
the disposition and elevate the mind, and at the same time sends
them into the world at the expiration of their term of service, better
fitted and disposed to make good citizens. I have good reason to
know, however, that this rule is not without its exceptions, and that
some are strangers to the emotions of gratitude, or insensible to
man’s kindness or approbation. To such, the punishment resorted
to, has been of a kind, irksome and mortifying in character, as best _
calculated to subdue a long settled perverseness of disposition.

“1In their moral education, I have to report that each convict is
provided with a bible, and although we have no settled clergyman,
preaching by voluntary contribution is occasionally had, and all Sab-
baths are devoted to bible reading and religious exercises. * * * *
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i nd
To secure health as far as may be, the cells are W}gtewaslgzd fallca; !
on
i f May to the 1st of September,
spring, and from the Ist of ) t o mbe :
u}:ontlgx,~ and every thing inside the prison buildings which is Cali‘“i?
eng i interior carefully
1 sed, and the whole interior
ted to engender sickness, Is removed, . ! « Y
cleaned ;glp ® Notwithstanding this precaution, howeve& b\h(:ustdls
: i cai -onsiderable extent, so
i d have prevailed to a consiC
eases of the milder kin i =
much so, that T found myself, during the last summer, \;nable tom
' : ses gene-
v ble to fabor : but as the cases g
ore than one or two hands al 2 s :
:‘il;! yielded readily to the common medicines, a phy'sm\axl'; v;as
i ive
deemed unnecessary, ‘and seldom, if ever, called.' tDurmgnlzc(;ved
i last report, four convicts were
months next succeeding my las AR
i i i { one time, 13 ; of whom, tw ped,
into the prison, making @ ol : ped one
committed suicide, three discharged by expiration ;:f {erm of sentence,
one pardoned, and six still remain in confinement.

The foregoing synopsis of the VV‘ardet,:s re}?z:lt :g]o:r(lz ys;x ilhffl::
i imi i n, e perl
- :li‘;.vz ?fl?Tu:u‘:‘:?}l:Sﬂ;l\‘izfatl;SN(Il:; ]ft, 1855. It (:anno? but'present
l::: ;xeopie of Towa in a favorable light, for virtue.and mteih%(:ngg 0
and when the number and character of our popu.\anon——from n:,ms-
to 80,000 souls, from all parts of the glo?e, v»:\\h manners :Sidered
toms as different and varying as can be \magmed——zre c};) ide a",
attered as it is, over a great extent of country, T flou t-\v ethe y y
i:)mmunity however favored, can boast of less crime, in Erc}{)o?lon
; ass on. During the session to which the .ore-
. ’n“mr‘:eeros;t \nf\:‘;age, the Legislature appointed :‘t‘joint committee
q;;smjigsit tlljle Penitentiary, and report as to its condm?n and manage-
nolent, which committee reported at fhe s.ession of 1851:)—'6.“ ;I:m;s t:z
ort does not place the institution in so flattering a lig
;QP er report, and coming from men less interested than the War-
::: is eII:titl::d to full credence. The committee say <

«Yn the first place, your committee have t.o xzmke not a verz) fl'jv:ri
able report of the condition of the prison buildings for the sa ; deb;;
i f the prisoners. For although there hf{ve l?een expen 3
. $44,000 and %45,000 upon the penitentiary buildings, y?t
. han ;ne-third of all the prisoners committed have made the.n'
iy s the following abstract from the prison register will
::Z?f: 3 % * * 'This abstract shows the total number committed
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(fiom Feb. 24, 1840 to Sept., 1845,) to be 38 ; discharged, 12; es-
caped, 13; pardoned, 6 ; now remaining in the penitentiary, 7.
« Now, your committee are of the opinion that the greater number of
escapes may be fairly attributable to the want of good and sufficient
buildings, well secured ; and although, as before stated, there has
been expended between $44,000 and $45,000, enough in all con-
science, to have a good and substantial prison, yet so far as safe-keep-
ing, good government and profitable employment of the prisoners are
concerned, might as well not have been expended at all, for as you
have already learned from the last annual report of the Warden, the
walls of the main building have been carried up only 13 feet above
the water tables, or a little more than one story high, with a tempo-
rary roof, part of which is made of long shingles or clapboards, in a
very open manner ; the balance or other part, is made of common
inch plank, in a like open manner, which, in the opinion of your com-
mittee, presents strong temptations to prisoners of ordinary sagacity
to attempt to make escapes. In fact, any prisoner of common cun-
ning that could not get out of the prisen, ought to be whipped
out. * * * * The want of convenient buildings, in which to em-
ploy the convicts at any labor profitable to the Territory, makes it
necessary to employ them in some out-door labor, which has been
the practice to some considerable extent—some at one job and some
at another. Some in the timber, and some on the river’s bank—some
in one street some in another, so that any number of desperate prison-
ers would require an equal number of well armed men to guard, and
bring them safe back to the prison at night.”

After an examination of the accounts of the warden, and some other
matters, with reference to the moral and religious instruction of the
corvicts, the report says :

The weans, or rather the want of any means at all, for the moral,
religicus, or any other kind of instruction or improvement of the con-
vizts, forms another item which your committee deem proper to notice

here.  So far us they can learn, there never has been any way pro-
vided, or system adopted, fcr the reformation or instruction of the con-
vi¢s, Tt seems almost to have been forgotten by the authorities of
Tuwa, that the great object of the prison and prison discipline of other
states in the nineteenth century, is to reform, soften, and make better,

the nnfortunate victims of bad passions and a hardened heart. For,
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+ in our territory, he is consigned to a loat‘hsome cell, or 1; as::.)fcnl::ifl
with companions seven fold more the chlldre‘n of hell. t' an bi ;Ce’
with no stimulants to virtue, he drags out miserably lus.hme., 1:; . Zose
and debasing communications, when the small oﬂ'en‘der is tu\l?e e
upon the community an abandoned an‘d accomplished vi aml. -
view of such an evil result; your committee would .r?comm(zm 1
your honorable body provide some means fotr the religious an L mo;z:
instruction of the convicts, and .thereby obtain some of the benebls
for which penitentiaries are instituted in other states.

« And here, your committee deem it pr(.)per to nolic? anvother‘tevﬂ
in the present organization of the penite_nhary system (lf's:y stermalw;::l
be called,) we mean the practice of sending dlschf\rged prisoners ) ;;
with nothing but their old prisen clothes ; creating the nsce~ssx y '
immediate crime, in order to hide their shame, and. also obtain mor

. honest employment, for there are but.few who will lhar'i)}(:r. or_m%::
employment, to persons in tattered pn.son garments, let their -
tions be ever so honest. Your committee would, Atherefore, re x
mend that some steps be taken, to furnish each prisoner, whe;l \Z;
' charged, with 2 comfortable suit of cl’?thes, and the means to g
M \ where he can find honest employment.

You will concur with me in saying that the semim'ems o; this rlex;
port, are just and humane, and highly honorable to. its authors. -
view of the newness of the territory, the state of its rev.enues[,‘. e
prison debt and probable increase, and tl.le want of any prison {snu
pline or system, the committee close their report by recommen}& xai,
« that the penitentiary be leased for the te:rm.of fr?mﬁve to ten i_eec',
under such regulations, as the legislature, in its wisdom, may dir ;
provided a lessee can be obtained who _is ai‘)le, capable, }~1onest, ;nh
will comply with the conditions prescr.xbed." At 1h.e session lodw n:in
this report was made, John W. Cohick was appointed war er;,me
place of Guthrie; and in the ensuing spring, the suggestions o e
committee were carried out, and the prison leased to thc? warr‘fe‘n, .
Territory paying him $100 per annum. ’.I‘he gener.al 1mpre§z&;n the,
‘however, that he managed it badly; and in the spring of 1 T e
prisoners had all been discharged or escaped, wnlf the e}.(ceptmn '
one, an Indian. The first state Legislature, last vr'mter, failed to .af:n
point an agent under the law passed at that session, and the pris
remains I believe in charge of the late lessee. The new law (a copy

Y
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of which I send you,) authorizes the issuing of state bonds, to the
amount of $20,000, drawing six and ten per cent, interest, for the
purpose of carrying on the buildings, but nothing has been done under
the law, and will not be, I presume, until after another session of the
General Assembly, which will not occur until Dec. 1848, unless a
special session should be called this winter. At the last session a
committee was also appointed to visit and examine into the affairs of
the Penitentiary, from which no report has yet been had.

Thus, sir, you have a brief history of our penitentiary, from which
you will see that it can scarcely be said to exist, except in name, and
that what we have of system, is very, imperfect. Of course, it can-
not be expected that a new state, destitute of means, can perfect an
institution of this kind in a day, Time is the great builder, (if he is,
also represented as the great Jeveller,) and T am proud to believe, that
ere many years have passed away, Iowa will have erected public
institutions that will be an honor to her citizens, and worthy of this
christian and enlightened age. Certain it is that the minds of the
leading men of the state are awakened to this subject, and if they will
but act together, and act promptly, whatever is done, may be done
well and wisely. With the light thrown upon the subject of prisons
and prison discipline, by the labor of such associations as yours, it is
our own fault, if we remain in ignorance, and we alone are deserving
of censure. I trust and believe, however, that when the work is re-
samed on our penitentiary, it will be superintended by some one who
will construct it with a view, not only to the safe keeping and punish-
ment of the unfortunate inmates, but to their comfort and reformation.
To see that this is done, is within the province of the society to which
T have the honor to belong, and at the annual meeting in January
next, some steps will be taken on this subject. The foregoing facts,
T fear, can be of little use to your association, in pursuing its investi-
gations.  Yet as the early history of the institution, they may become
valuable in the future, when the documents from which they are
gleaned may not be accessible to the enquirer: I deemed it advisable

to embody them in one article, and send them to your association for
preservation.

Another subject, mentioned in your ¢ Call for a Convention” as a
topic for discussion, is the “ organization of county prisons.” Iowa
presents a wide field of operations under this h:z;d, where the «Iowa
Society,” aided by their friends,abroad, may achieve much good. The
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county jails that now exist are such as are common to all new coun-
ties. Generally, they are square log buildings, with from two to four
half windows, placed from eight to ten feet above the floor ; damp
in summer, cold in winter, and dreary at all seasons. The windows
are so elevated that, if open, the air that passes in never reaches the
floor ; and during the warm months are unfit for the confinement of
swine, much less the occupancy of human beings. The jail of this
county, however, is of brick ; and although one part of it was occu-
pied as the jailer’s residence, the other is but little, if any, better
. than the log ones. Certain T am, no individual could survive a year’s
confinement in such a place. I am gratified to state, however, that
most of the jails are tenantless, and, with the exception of those in
the river counties, generally are so.  There has been no person con-
fined in the jail of this county (except a petty scamp, a few weeks
last winter, who, T believe, was allowed to run away, in order to get
rid of him) for the last three years. These temporary prisons, ina
few years, however, will have to give way to more substantial
edifices, better becoming the character and wealth of the community,
which ought to be constructed on the most approved plan, having in
view not merely economy, but convenience, comfort, and health.
This is the field of laber in which the “Towa Society” should, and T
trust will, take the lead, and act a conspicuous part. But, whilst the
members individualiy think and feel upon the subject, and have
opinions of their own, they are so far beyond the reach of practical
observation, and their notions are in so crude a state, that they are
entirely dependent on the light and information afforded them by
those who are veterans in the cause. The members are so scattered
throughout the State, and meet so seldom as a society, that there is
but little concentration in their efforts, and their influence is not felt
as it should be. At the next annval meeting, this important subject
will be brought to the attention of the society. As, unfortunately,
we are not able to issue publications of our own, all that we can do
for the present is to endeavor, through the public press, to infuse into
the public mind correct sentiments on this subject, and supply our-
selves with plans and models of such buildings,"with which to supply
the counties that are about to erect new prisons. By having com-
mittees in each county who would attend to this duty, and be willing
to superintend to some degree the construction of the work, the
erection of suitable and permanent prisons might be secured. Itis
to such associations as yours, sir, that we look for aid in this matter.
Your opportunities of investigation are so great, and you are so ex-
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‘clusively devoted to the subject, that we place entire reliance in your
Judgm.ent, and receive your suggestions as commands, Encouraged
and. directed by your association, we shall feel impelled to talia
dgﬂded stand, with the confidence that we have gone to work in ti:e
nght‘way. Any thing that the New-York Association is willing to
contnbute' towards this work, whether in the shape of models or
::’I;osr’t;,PZVltli ::r t]}:;)r;l::'fﬂly received, and may serve to give direction

) The f(?regoing, with the documents alluded to, embraces all the
information T can give you at this time on the subjects suggested in
your “Call for a Convention,” which is before me. I regret ver
I'Illl(‘h that this society cannot be represented in the proposed conven{
tion, and t.hat you will have to accept this communication as our
representative. I shall take pleasure, hereafter, in forwarding to
your afsociation all official documents pertaining to prisons and prison
discipline in this State, and in advising you of our Pprogress ; and
trust that you will advise us of the result of the deliberations o,f the
proposed meeting.
T am, sir, respectfully yours, °
W. PENN CLARK, ¢
Sec. Towa Anti-Capital Pun. and Pris. Dis. Society.

The fo]l.owing communication from Mr. S. J. May, on the treat-
ment of criminals, is indicative of the feelings of the man.

Dr. Joun D Ko, Syracuse, Oct. 1st, 1847.

Dear Sir,—Until within a few days I have expected that I shall be
a?)leito attend the meeting next Monday of  those interested in prison
discipline,” to which you were so kind as to invite me by your circu-
lar letter of April last.  But my duties here require that I should deny
m){self that pleasure. In pursuance, therefore, of your closing request,
stt down to give you in writing some of my thoughts on this deeply’
lhter?sting subject. They relate to the topics proposed by you for
Consideration, that are numbered 3,9, 10, 11,

na]‘/\?fhte}::izvej I ap.})}'oach the question, How ought we to treat the crimi-
? admonition of St. Paul presses upon my heart : “If a man
be.o-vertaken in a fault,ye which are spiritual restore suck a one in the
;{;ﬂl qf mee@ess, consid.ering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”
e prime object for which we should subject an offending fellow-
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being (in prison or out)to discipline should be hisrestoration to moral
health. If we proceed against him merely to punish him, our conduct
will partake of the spirit of vengeance, and so be itself an offence
against the law of Christ and the rights of humanity. Because he
has been overtaken, detected in a fault, we are not to approach him
as if he were, of course, a more depraved man than otliers (ourselves

perhaps), whose faults have not come to light, or may be of a kind of

which the law takes no cognizance, although they may be equally, or
even more offensive, in the sight of God. In most instances, we, as
members of society, owe to our criminal brethren all the assistance we
can give them to reform, because they have been misled by the false
education, corrupted by the vicious examples society has given them,
if not forced into crime by the pressure of the unrighteous institutions
which society upholds. Reformation, therefore, is the right of the
criminal, and the first duty of those who take charge of him as an
offender.

Now if reformation be the prime object of those who administer,
and those who execute the laws, then, certainly, the treatment of
criminals ought to be such, from the beginning, as shall tend to reform
them.

The accused, whatever be the crime alleged (the highest or the
Jowest that is amenable to law), ought to be so regarded and treated
that it will not be for his edvanfage to escape detection, if he be
guilty ; so that the only wish of his best friends will be, not to clear
him from the accusation, whether it be true or false, but to ascertain
whether he really be guilty or innocent of the crime charged upon
him. O if criminals were treated as they ought to be, an acquittal to
2 guilty man would be a far greater misfortune than conviction and
But is it so now? Isitso now? Go into our
eourts of justice, as they are called, and see with what eagerness the
accused and his friends, aided by the ablest advocates they can com-
mand, strive after an acquittal ; as if that were the highest good,
greater than reformation ; aye, and to obtain it, see how they will re-
sort often o means at which common honesty would blush. But}
may not now dwell upou this part of the treatment to which those ac-
cused of crime are subjected, though it be prior to,and no less import-
snt than, prison discipline,

prison discipline.
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There are undoubtedly crimes, the commission of which destroys
the peace, and subverts, the foundations of society. When a man
shows a determination to commit such crimes, he may, he ought to be,
restrained for the protection of others, and for his own good. We
might here very properly inquire whether civil governments do not
regard with too great severity some minor faults of men, and refuse to
take cognizance of others that are much greater ; whether the love of
money (that root of all evil) has not had too much to do with the
frame-work of society; whether the protection of property is not more
cared for by our legislators than the protection of humanity. Butwe
must confine ourselves to the specific of the Prison Discipline Society.

Undoubtedly, for the commission of certain crimes, and much more
for the obvious determination to commit them, a man may be very
properly subjected to constraint, to confinement, to prison. But this
should be done for his own good, as well as for the protection of
others. He should therefore be subjected to such discipline, sueh
treatment only as shall be intended and adapted to remove the evil
disposition from his heart ; to reform him, and restore him to a free {
intercourse with his fellow-beings. You ask jfor kow long a fime he
should be sentenced to such confinement? Obviously, it seems to
me, until the evil disposition is removed from his heart ; until his dis-
qualification to go at large no longer exists; that is, until he is a re-
formed man. How long this may be,no human sagacity certainly can
predetermine. I have therefore for many years been of the opinion
that no discretion should be conferred on our judges in regard to the
length of a convict’s confinement ; that no term of time should be
affixed to any sentence of the court. The offender should be adjudged
to undergo the duress and the discipline of the prison-house, not for
weeks, months, or years, but until that end for which alone he should
be put there is accomplished ; that is, until reformation has evidently
been effected.  All attempts by our legislators and ministers of crim-
inal jurisprudence to decide upon the degree of criminality in different
offenders must be abortive, because only Omniscience is competent to
do this. Even if human wisdom can ascertain the different quantities
of evil flowing through society from the commission of different crimes,
surely no legislators or judges can be wise enough to determine the
comparative wickedness of those who have committed these crimes,
The man who has been convicted only of a petty larceny may be
found, when subjected to prison discipline, a much more incorrigible
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offender than another who committed highway robbery, burglary or

arson.  And surely it would be doing great harm, both to society and
" to the criminals themselves, to let the worse man loose (all unre-
formed though he be) merely because the term of his sentence has ex-
pired, and to keep another, in obedience to the court, confined asa
wicked man long after truth and justice demanded that he should be
treaied as one who has reformed.

I rejoice, sir, that your society proposes to consi@er this matter ;
and T hope, if I am right, that you will come to see with me, that one
“ “of the greatest improvements in the administration of our pen.al code
) would be to withhold from judges all discretion as to the time, for
> Which convicts shall be confined ; and let all sentences of our courts
 be in force, until reformation has evidently taken pla‘ce: This pro-
" cedure would, at first and ever after, hold up to the criminal, reform-

ation as the great concern of coming years; and t.o those who have

the carc and discipline of criminals, their reformation would be pre-
sented as the best result to Ue effected by all they should do \:vlth
them and for them. The pardoning power slfould never be exer01§ed
by any to whom it may be entrusted, but in favor of such as ghxve
evidence of repentance. To pardon those. who are no better t ag
they were when condemned to punishment, is to pervert. t?xe tl‘l.le en

of penal laws; and to make what is called the administration of

Jjustice a farce.

Here we may be told, that the alteration I propose, would hold
out inducements to the criminals to deceive, and expose keepers and
managers of prisons to perpetual mistakes in their judgments of the
characters of convicts.

But it appears to me, the first of these objection§ would not lie
against the system I propose, in any cases more heavily than it 'doe;
against that, which now obtains; and in some cases, the alteratlon‘
urge, would produce a salutary effect upon those,'who now seem fo
think they have nothing to do but to serve out their alloted time in
sullen submission. Under the present arrangement, those who are
sentenced to confinement for a long term of years, havc'e but one hope
of abridging that term—the hope of convincing the dlrec.tors of the
discipline, to which they are subjected, that it has'wrought its e{'fect——l
that they are reformed men—that conﬁne{nent is n'(? longer needful
for their good or the safety of the community—that if allowed to go,
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they would sin no more. This is the hope which now incites a por-
tion of the convicts to set about the amendment of their characters,
or tempts them to put on false appearances of contrition ; and this

hope could no more harm, if the term of their confinement were not
specified.

But there is another class of prisoners, who, if the change T propose
should be made, would be brought to feel as they do not now, the
necessity of reformation. I mean those who are rentenced for one,
two or three years—i. e., for so short terms that it is not generally
thought « worth while to interfere with the course of justice.” Tt is
allowed by all who are conversant with prison discipline, that it is
this class of convicts, who seem to be least affected by what they
suffer.  They have no hope of awakening special sympathy in their
behalf. They know that no improvement of character will shorten
the term of their imprisonment, and so that improvement is not an
object of immediate interest to them. But if the convict who should
be sentenced for larceny, should know, on entering the prison gates,
that there would be no egress for him, any sooner than for the robber,
the burglar, or the manslayer, until his reformation should be effected,
he would have his thoughts from that moment called to reformation,
as the one thing needful in order to his redemption from his present
confinement, as well as' from the future consequences of sin. It is

not possible to believe, that this would be without effect in many
cases.

And as to the objection that keepers and overseers would be liable
to frequent mistakes in their Jjudgments, T do not think i: would be
persisted in by persons, who have had much to do with the discipline
of criminals,and are well qualified for the high office. The evidences
of genuine reformation are too simple, and too obvious to be easily
mistaken. Oceurrences too are happening frequently in a penitenti-
ary; that put to a severe test the apparent repentance of the convicts,
If, however, now and then, one should deceive the most clear sighted
guardians, he would be released as a reformed man ; the great doctrine
“that reformation is the one thing needful for the sinner, and the
only thing demanded by offended justice,” would be honored ; and
the deceiver, unl-ss he kept up his deception, (in which case he
would not be known as a deceiver,) would ere long be returned to
pay the penalty of hypocrisy, as well as some new crime.

[Assembly, No. 243.] 9
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Dear Sir—There was one other topic at least, one scarcely less

* important than the one I have considered, upon which I wished to

write you, but I have unexpectedly extended my remarks to so great
length that I cannot now write more.

1 hope you will think proper to lay what I have written before
your society, that T may know how the suggestions are received.
Very respectfully,
Yours,
SAMUEL J. MAY.
On the classification of crimes I may hereafter address to you a few
of my thoughts.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

The only interesting particular connected with the foreign corres-
pondence of the Association during the past year, has been the receipt
of a letter from Dr. Julins, accompanied by a full account of the
transactions of the Penitentiary Congress which assembled at Brus-
sels in the autumn of 1847. As these are printed in the French lun-
guage and inaccessible to most persons, we have thought that we
could not present a more valuable offering to the Legislature and our
country than by translating and preparing the following abstract.

The second Penitentiary Congress met at_ Brussels on the 20th of
September, 1847. Tt was composed of two hundred and sixty-five
delegates, one hundred and ninety of whom were present, and assisted
in its deliberations. Fifteen States were thus represented by some of
the most distinguished statesmen, philanthropists, and civilians which
it is the fortune of Europe to possess. Among those most exten-
sively known for their connection with or interest in prisons, we
we would name Messrs. Beaumont and Christophe of France, Drs.
Julius and Verentrapp of Germany, Col. Jebb, inspector of prisons
in England, and Professor David, director of prisons in Denmark.
Mr. Van Haenen, chief judge, (@ la cour de cassation,) and member
of the Royal Society of Belgium, was appointed president ; and
Messrs. Jebb of England, Welcker of Germany, De Beaumont of
France, and Den Tex of Holland, vice presidents.

The congress being thus organized, the president stated that the
first business in order would be verbal reports, from the respective
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members, on the state of penitentiary reform and penal institutions
in their respective countries. A rapid review of the facts thus
elicited will, it is believed, be not only interesting but instructive.

Dr. Julius, of Berlin, stated that before the meeting of the con-

gress at Frankfort, government had decreed the construction of five -+~
prisons (cellulaire). Since September last, one had been commenced
at Breslau, (Silesia,) capable of accommodating four hundred. A
prison has also been constructed at Brieg, which is to serve asa
model prison, or house of detention for those accused, and those
condemned for short terms; another at Cologne. For the Grand
Duchy of Baden, a prison (cellulaire) has been constructed, capable
of accommodating four hundred prisoners. He then referred to two
other German States, which have directed their attention to this
sabject, and sent commissioners to examine cellulaire prisons ; I refer
to the Grand Duchy of Hesse and the Electorate of Hesse. Col™
Jebb stated that in England the number of separate prisons had con+
siderably augmented during the year just passed, within which period
forty had been constructed, capable of containing 5,500 prisoners. 5
Twelve are in progress of construction, capable of containing 4.250 Z,
cells. Other prisons are projected ; and within three or four years 7,
we shall have accommodations for the separate confinement of from
ten to twelve thousand prisoners, numbering houses of detention and
prisons. The opinion in our country is general at present, even
among those who were formerly opposed to the system, that it is, in
principle, the one which should be finally adopted. Government is
disposed to abolish the system of transportation, as it ezists at present.
It will probably be replaced by separate confinement for a certain
period, then by their reunion in certain places, and finally by forced
emigration and mitigated transportation. We are at present con-
structing a prison at Portland, for the purpose of testing the principle
of association after a period of separate confinement.

M. Moreau Christophe, said that since the last congress at Frank-
fort, France had made great progress. The government had pre-
sented to the Chamber of Peers the plan (projet) of a new law,
adopting, almost entirely, the resolutions that we adopted at our first
weeting at Frankfort. Thus the system of separate confinement for
all classes of prisoners—for the detained, the accused, and the con-
demned; for every period of detention, from a day to imprisonment
for life ; for women as well as for men; and for children as well as
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"« adults—is admitted as a fundamental principle in this proposed law.

The only exception it has introduced in regard to .chi'ldrcn is, that in
certain cases another system may be adopted. This is to accommo-
date it to a certain class of our young prisoners, such, for mstanc.e, as
those inhabiting rural districts, where it may be desirable to substxtu‘te,
for separate confincment, apprenticeship to a farmer. A .spemal
article is devoted to this system. All the rules and regulations for
separate confinement, which were so distinctly deﬁnet% at F.rankfort,
have been adopted. If this law, which has been received with much
favor by the Chamber of Peers, is adopted, thos? condemned to hard
labor, whether for short periods or for life, will undcrAgo separate
confinement.  As it regards the salary, or product of their lab.or, this
plan makes a difference. Those condemned to hard labor vaxll only
receive three-tenths ; those condemed a Za reclusion will retfcwe fOflr-
tenths ; and those condemned to imprisonment, simply, v»"dlv receive
five-tenths. There is also a difference in the rules of discipline of
these classes, which are more or less severe accordingly as they apply
to the different conditions of the convicts. There have been some
new prisons erected within the year; and France has now about
twenty-five prisons on the separate plan, most of -them erectefl by the
departments.  But since the proposed law was mtrodv.!cefl mto‘ the
Chambers, the departments manifest Jess zeal in establishing prisons
on their own account, as hereafter it is proposed that the .govemmem
should defray the expense of the construction of the prisons (cellu-
laire) of the departments. 'This new systen‘x appears rational, be-

. cause imprisonment, whatever its duration, isa p\:lbllﬂ penalty, and
_ought to be undergone at the expense of the pL\‘bl’lC. If, therefore,
during the past year, there have been fewer prisons constructed on
the separate plan than in former years, it is not that the departments
possess less confidence in the system than heretofore, but because
they very naturally hesitate to do for themselves what the govern-
ment seem disposed to do for them.

[ Belgium—M. Ducepetaux, (Inspector-General of Pris?ns, &e.)
The great progress that Belgium has realized in prison dis(’,\pllne‘ du-
ring the year, is that which is connected with the honor ?he received
; from this meeting of the penitentiary congress in her capital.

Netherlands—M. Suringar, (President of the society for a'meliora-
ing the comdition of Prisoners;) Holland, has adopted entirely the
/penitentiary system, such as it was established at Frankfort. She

i
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has made no exception ; she has applied the separate system to all
ber prisoners ; she has not even excluded fewales. But we have not
stopped in Holland with the adoption of the separation. This new
pevitentiary system is founded on a new penal code. A separate
prison, capable of containing 212 cells, is now in progress at Amster-
dam, and will be completed in a year. Thus the field has been glo-
riously won in Holland. I rejoice at it ; it is a gain for humanity.

Luzemburgh—Mr. Janon, (Sec. Gen. of Grand Duchy.) T can-,
not report things done in my country ;I can only tell you what ap- ,4
pears to be the intention of government. They have decided that H
the separate system shall be introduced in all its details. Already a’
large sum for so small a country has been set apart for this purpose,
and in 1848 the necessary buildings will be commenced.

M. G. de Beavmont—I would add to what my honorable friend
M. Christophe has said in relation to France, that which is of more
importance than the opinion of the government, great asit is.  Public
opinion now favors the separate syster ; the objections which were
so strongly urged have ceased to produce much offect. There exists
at present a general conviction that the separate systcr is the best.
Without doubt there are some that are yet incredulous. The fear
that insanity will result from protracted periods of confinement trou-
bles many sincere and conscientious men, and the magistrates and
lawyers fear that it will tend to an unfortunate uniformity of punish-
ment which will extinguish the difference in degrees of punishment,
and thus weaken the repressing influence which it possesses.

Denmark—M. David, (Prof. of the University and Director of Pri-
sons at Copenhagen.) Last year at Frankfort I stated that our sys-
tem was not yet established, so far as related to houses of {force and
correetion, but that we had decided that all houses of detention or
prisons for the accused and the condemned to short periods of impri-
sonment, ought to be constructed on the separate plan, but that T be-
lieved there had been but little progress made on account of our
houses of detention being institutions belenging to the communes,
but to my surprise almost every commune has voted the necessary

, funds to construct separate prisons, (cellulaire,) I am convinced that
 in three or four years there will not be a house of detention in Den-
' mark that will not be on the separate system, for the larger prisons,

@
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.« (maison de force et correction,) we bhave not yet entirely decided
what plan to pursue. As yet the government propose for those con-
demned for life and long periods, that there shall be separation at
night and labor in common during the day.  For houses of correc-
tion, the government have adopted the cellular system. At present
we are constructing a maison de force for 400 prisoners, and a house
of correction for separate confinement for 320 prisoners.

| Sweflin—Mr. Netzel, (referendaire general a la cour de cassation.)

¢ iTheé prisons in Sweden are divided into four kinds: 1st. Those des-

/' ‘tined for perpetual imprisonment. 2nd. Those destined for limited

“periods of imprisonment. 3d. Provincial prisons, and 4th “District
prisons”’ (prisons de arrondisments.) For prisons of the first classes
we have preserved the system of imprisonment in common, but under
constant inspection both day and night with strict silence. We have
ten new provincial prisons, of which five constructed within two
years already contain the accused, the indicted, and those condemned
to bread and water. These prisons contain 426 cells. The other
five are in process of construction, three almost finished contain 246
cells, two that have been commenced this year will be soon finished,
they will contain 169 cells.

There is besides a prison for the city of Stockhelm containing 192
cells. When these prisons shall be all finished we shall have in Sweden
1033 cells. 'We need 2000 to satisfy the wants of the Provinces.
and these will probably be completed in about six years. The pris-
ons of arrondisments will contain about 1500 cells, and can be finished
about the same time as the provincial prisons; as soon as they are
completed and the reform in the penal code becomes a law, we shall
commence to apply the cellular system to persons condemned for
short periods. The prison (derrondoissement) will be used for indi-
viduals condemned for two months and under, the provincial prisons
for persons condemned for a term of from two months to two years.
Longer sentences will be undergone in other prisons for which no re-

" form has yet been proposed. Assoon as the separate system shall
{_ have been sufficiently tested we hope to construct our prisons on the

¢ separate plan.

f Rqssia—M. de Zebe (consieller de cour de empereur de Russie.)
p to the present moment, gentlemen, our prisons have not the penal
aracter with prisons in other countries, they are rather places of

d ion where the d and the indicted (les pr ) are kept
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un'hl trial.  Hereafter in accordance with the penal code of 1845 i
prisonment will as in other countries become a mode of uni -ho t.
.The emperor has felt the inconvenience of the Ppresent sy}:ten,: m:nt
is false in principle and injurious in its consequences. We h o
pletely revised and transformed our penal code .commi g with
the knout which has heen abolished for two years.’ New :fs?g ‘V{t'h
be soon established, and imprisonment substituted for exilg in Snls) o l
T]?e emperor on his return from England appointed 2 specialx o
mittee for the reform of prisons and ordered the constructi e
!rjn?del prison on the plan of that at Pentonville. A prison llf)sntodb:
inl;]t5ga(; S;;ii:;Zissbur%h ton the s;parate ]system capable of contain-
- But as we have sti

of .separéte confinement for protracted perigdgroe;]:uﬁgfn:rftd:: e};ﬂ"e?t
believedit a duty to try the effect, 1st, of separate conﬁnem,e te it
out works; 2d, with work; 3d, separate confinement and "‘ “;t!l-
common a.nd silence; 4th, separate confinement and work in rommon
with a privilege to talk. This system is applicable alike to ;‘1’;’:’5;‘
wom,

e (:270[;2;::“ from the age of 20 to 50 Yyears, and the women from

I,.Iff_ll.,_M' le Chevalier Peruzzi, of Florence. Many distinguish
men in Italy who have been foremost in prison reform havé bnbmS o
vented from attending your deliberations and beg me to expn:: tIl:r?‘
{’ef;rets. Unfortu'nate]y it thus happens that Ttaly is alone representill;
y me.  Up to this moment only a part of Italy has engaged in pri
reform, thus in Naples, Modena and Lombardy, the prisons aI: 12""
testable. The central prison at Mantua, where they have atte rpted
some refoxfms, is so badly ventilated that the prisoners sool:Pf"el(:
victims to its vitiated air. In Piedmont two prisons for 500 priso .
have F)een constructed on the Auburn plan; and a prison forihil;rers
(des jeunes gens).  In the kingdom of the Pope no advance has b on
fnﬂtle. The Pope, however, is greatly interested in the subject te;
Is about appointing a commission to take this matter in ha{uf af;
Tuscany the question has made great progress since a dislin«ru.ich ":
]avv).'er, Charles Peri, who has visited all the prisons in Eurobe ‘hel
put} in practice the knowledge he thus acquired. He has beenpa"-' o
ed In his labors by the director of the police, who is also favombslzlstt-
reform.  The commission appointed to revise the penal code ar:
equally anxious for penitentiary reform ; if then our conntry j

already sprinkled with prisons on the separate system, we {lgf‘en::
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least prepared the ground, so that it may be speedily introduced. ) As
in Tuscany we have four kinds of penalties, so we havAe four k}nds
of prisons, one a house of correction, a house of dete-nhor.x, a prison
(maison de force) and a bagne. The house of detention is interme-
diate between the house of correction and the maison de force or
prison, which will be dispensed with under the new code.. The
house of correction of Florence is divided into two great sections—
the penal and correctional. The penal prisons correslzond to the
correctional prisons in France inasmuch as they are occupied by t_hose
that are sentenced for from two months to one year ; the correcuon'al
prisons are an anomaly in our legislation which I have no doubt will
soon be abolished. The director general of the police now ha.s the
power of condemning any person to three years imprisonment in the
house of correction, without accounting to any one. The condemned,
however, has the right to appeal to the minister of justice. Our
house of correction in Florence is divided into two departmens, one
of which is devoted to those who are under, and the other to those
who are over eighteen. In the penal section there are rarely any
confined under eighteen, because children under this age who have
committed crime are placed by the police in the correctional depart-
ment, thus avoiding @ judgment which perhaps is the on.]y gfmd
feature in the establishment, The prisoners in the other penitentiary
establishments are divided into two other grand sections—the section
for those imprisoned for the first time and the section for those whe
have been recommitted. The section for the recommitted is on the
separate plan (emprisonment cellulaire continuel). T}}e sech-ox? of
the first comers is on the Auburn plan, although this is not rigidly
adhered to for this class, as our prison is so constructed as to adopt
either the one or the other at will. 'We have only one prison for
women, which is under the direction of the sisters of charity, and is
divided into four parts, to correspond with the four prisons for the
males. The union of these prisons under one roof is indispensable
in a country where there are but six women that are criminals.

In all penitentiaries there are relapsed convicts subjected to con-
tinual solitary confinement ; and others who are not. They are di-
vided into nine classes according to the produce of their labor, each
of these being distinguished by the amount of its daily gain. The
ninth class earns nothing. The first makes three or four French
sous, which the prisoners can, on certain days of the week, apply to
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the purchase of a limited quantity of wine or cheese. The rest is
added to the amount given the criminal at the time of his discharge.

Houses for the detention of the accused are scattered throughout
Tuscany, consisting generally of old palaces in which it has not been
possible 1o make the needful alterations. All detained persons are
subjected to solitary confinement ; but as to convicts who have to
serve out a term of less than two months, they have maintained the
associate system, except that they have been divided into classes
according to their age, sex, and Pprogress in crime.

In the establishments where solitary imprisonment exists, and even
in houses for the accused, there is a committee of inspection, com-
posed partly of priests and partly of laymen, whose duty is to visit
the prison, distribute the supplies of the charitable, and report to
government their condition.

M. Ramon de la Sagra.—T have to state a fact important in a hu-
mane point of view ; it is the retrogradation of Spain in the noble
cause of prison improvement. There are many among you who re-
member the first attempts made in Spain, in 1839 and 1840, for the
improvement of the penitentiary system, and for the reformation of the
penal code. This commenced by establishing a prison for Jjuvenile
delinquents, aud devising the plan of a penitentiary. The Society
has since been dissolved. The sad political events which have taken
place in Spain—the more deplorable, since they in no wise contributed
to the moral or physical improvement of the nation—have scattered
the members of this society. Some have sought a voluntary exile ;
others, dissatisfied with their position, have abandoned it to enter upon
a political career. What is still more grievous in the situation of
Spain, is the decline of that moral movement which the Honorable M.
de Beaumont has stated as being so active and efficacious in France.

M; . George Summer, of Boston, said that those who would read the
report submitted by him to the Congress would see that, if the sep-
arate system had not made great progress during the past year in the
United States, its antagonist system, that of Auburn, was greatly on
the decline,and that several prisons constructed on that principle had
greatly modified it. The discipline has been completely changed,and
they have abandoned the plan of absolute silence, an instance of which
may be seen in a new penitentiary, erected about two years since, in
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the State of New-York. At Wethersfield is a prison in which free
intercourse is not permitted between the prisoners, though perfect
silence is not insisted upon. In the prison at Charlestown, near B<.>54
ton, conversation is permitted, and the prisoners have even organized
a debating society—sort of moral and political academy of the sciences.

There have been erected, in Pennsylvania, houses of detention with
cells,and they are actively engaged in constructing others ou the same
principle.

Among his documents he had the 18th report of the Prison Inspect-
ors of the Pennsylvania Penitentiary, and it fully confirmed the state-
ments relative to the moral and physical effects of the separate system,
they being of the most satisfactory character.

These reports, he said, deserve most implicit confidence, as they are
drawn up by disinterested parties, who are not predisposed in favor of
any system, and who are appointed by the Legislature inspectors of
prisons, and who render an exact report of their condition. These
reports show, also, that the number of relapsed convicts has consider-
ably decreased for several years past.

Thus in 1842 there were 11 relapsed convicts of 142 condemned.
1843 10 156
1844 10 138
1845 9 143
1846 4 117

The report of the inspectors of the cellular prison of New Jersey
is as satisfactory as that of Philadelphia. The good health and ex-
cellent moral discipline of the establishment are evident from the
small number of cases of sickness and punishment. In 1846, there
was but one death among 244 prisoners, and the receipts of their la-
bor exceeded the expenses by more than $450. He said, [ would
next draw the attention of the Congress to the report of the Prison
Association of New York. This document is certainly the most
important, in regard to prison discipline, which has been published
in the United States, since the remarkable report which was the

" means of introducing the penal code of Mr. Livingston.

The Prison Association of New York is composed exclusively of
conscientious and talented men, who, from their local position, must
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be disposed to pronounce in favor of the Auburn system. Several of .-
them have been members of the committee formed to re-organize the ‘
system of prison discipline in that city, since which, they have been
appointed inspectors of that prison and are thus enabled to speak
rom knowledge and experience. They do not exactly say that the -
Pennsylvanian system is superior to that of Auburn, but they handle ,' ¢
the latter rather roughly. A committee of inspectors appointed by o
!h'is As'sociation, for the purpose of comparing the cases of mental
al{cnatxon in prisons on the Auburnian system, with those of all other ~
prisons, express themselves as follows ;—

“ While making the inspection at Auburn, we were struck with the
]flrge number of cases of mental alienation which scemed to have en-
tirely escaped the notice of the physician. A few only whose symp-
toms were more decided, were under treatment. The experience of
the pﬂ'St year, as of all preceding years, and the facts noticed in all
our prisons, tend to confirm us in the opinion already expressed, that
cases of mental alienation are much more frequent in prisons on the
system of Auburn, than one would suppose from reading their reports.
l%nolher case we have noticed of a maniac beaten so brutally that
his death, which took place a few days after, may probably be at-
?ribute(l to this cruel treatment.” And further—< Every attempt to
}solate the prisoners from one another, by requiring perfect silence, :
is Op%)ﬂsed to one of the strongest principles of our nature, and is in
falft, impracticable. Experience has shown that the impossibility of :
being in subjection, and keeping perfect silence while in the society
of our fellow-men, is such that the certain effect of requiring it, is to
encourage hypocrisy and fraud, the very vices for which imprison- ,
ment is meant to be both preventive and cure 5 so that the period of '
c?nﬁnoment, so far from having the desired effect of pro lucing obe-
dience to the laws, givesan opportunity for the formation of schemes
and devices for evading and violating them.”

While passing lately through England, he noticed the remarkable
progress that had been made during several years in the construction
of county jails. The same difficulties had arisen there as in the Uni-
ted States, and he had learned from the president of the board of
magistrates of the county of Surry, that prejudice had at last yielded
to the power of facts, and prisons on the separate sysicm were about
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to be erccted at the expense of the county. He thought that the
construction of one or more prisons on the separate system was not as

_important a fact as the change which has taken place in the United

Public opinion has been shaken;
the idea of the infallibility of the system of Auburn has been done
away with, and the separate system is gaining ground every day.

M. Le Baron de Hody, of Belgium, reported that houses of deten-
tion were wanted in all parts of the country, two new central houses
of correction, a new building for those condemned to hard labor, and
anew prison for solitary confinement. Each of the houses of correc-
tion would require at least an outlay of 1,500,000 francs. Asto
new prisons, we have laid the foundations of one at Liege, which will
The prison of Dinant, built on a cellular plan,
will contain 48 cells. At Brussels, the foundations of a prison for
females are being laid. In this building, owing to the nature of the
ground, certain common apartments have been admitted, but commu-
nication between the prisoners will be prevented by partitions of
iron. The government of Gand have just made a purchase of land for
the erection of a prison of 500 cells, The want of funds has hitherto
prevented this. I am convinced that the cellular system presents
greater guarantees of safety to society in this important particular,
that there is less liability to escape. If men, while in prison, are
better fed than when out, it is because, when at home, they indulge
in vices which exhaust the means of subsistence.

contain 360 cells.

The President then submitted the question first in order in the pro-
gramme, whether it was proper to extend the application of the sep-
arate system, wholly or with certain modifications or restrictions, to
young delinquents ?

The situation of the young in prison is one which always excites
interest and sadness, but never horror, and with rare exceptions, they
awaken pity and demand prote-tion. It is either abandonment, the
bad example sct by wicked parents, the ignorance of early years,
poverty or hunger, which lead children to those offences with which
they are most often accused, falsehood, vagrancy, or sometimes theft.
As for myself personally, the subject interests me in every point of
view, and the more deeply, since the number of young delinquents
in France increases yearly, while the charity which alone can dimin-
ish it, males no progress, if it has not entirely ceased. The adoption

141

of a code of laws, apparently mild, and the subject of the ameliora-
tion of prisons, here induced the magistrates to acquit nearly all chil-
dren as having acted without discretion. The result of this has been,
that the number of young delinquents has increased from 300, as in
1846, to about 4000, as given in 1847.  Several attempts at reform
have been made in France during the last 20 years.

At first children were bound as apprentices, at the request of chari-
table persons.  Afterwards, some philanthropists founded societies
for the purpose of increasing the number of these apprenticeships :
finally, houses of detention and refuge, and penitentiaries were built.
By mismanagement, however, the objects of these institutions have
been entirely defeated, insomuch that for petty delinquencies, chil-
dren have been subjected to the isolation of the cell. I prefer my-
self decidedly a worle house, regulated like the one in Lyons, with
the assistance of the chaplains. - T ask of the congress to declare
positively, 1st. That it disapproves of the system of discipline ap-
plied to juvenile delinquents : 2d. That it approves of and desires
the organization of nurseries and farms for labor ; 3d. That for each
penitentiary for children, they will establish a committee to make
apprenticeships.

M. de Baumhauer thought it necessary to makethe distinction adopt-
ed by the Penal code of France and other nations, by which children
not having reached their tenth, or with some their fourteenth year,
are considered as acting without discretion.

M. Beaumont alluded to the nursery at Mettray. So efficacious is
the system there adopted, that the childrei™Who leave it are sought
after by the farmers in the neighborhood, in preference to those who
have never entered it. The French method of combining the prison
and the nursery is this: If 2 juvenile taken from Lis cell and placed
at the farms, behaves improperly, tries to escape, or exhibits an un-
ruly temper, he is sent back to prison, which he ought not to have

left, and where he remains a suitable length of time to become tract-
able and subdued.

M. Moreaws Christophe thought that imprisonment should be the
rale for adult delinquents, but the exception for juvenile.

M .Suringar thought that the general rule should be to place juven-
ile delinquents in houses of correction and on farms, but that those of
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them who are somewhat hardened in crime, shonld undergo two or
three months confinement. It is an important subject, as the num-
ber of these children is on the increase. There are in Holland two
establishments, one at Rotterdam, for the boys, and another at Am-
sterdam, for the girls. During the last four years, the number of boys
has been doubled, and that of the girls has been quadrupled. He
hoped that having returned to their homes, the Congress would en-
deavor in the 1st place, to obtain the establishment of.' farms for la-
bor for children. In the 2d, of houses of refuge, similar to.thcs? of
London, and in the 3d, try to extend the system of apprenticeships,
by obtaining situations for children in the families of farme?s or me-
chanics. He alluded to a work published by a German chief of po-
lice, consisting of a genealogical table of families of mendicants, bri-
gands, burglars, and pickpockets, and thought such a work useful,
not to dishonor the families, but to save them.

M. Chassinat, stated in reference to the diseases pecu]iaf to young
convicts when confined, that during the three yearsthat promiscuous in-
tercourse was permitted, there were two inflammatory for seven that
were chronic. 1In close confinement there were two of the former
for ten of the latter. When intercourse was permitted, two died of
pulmonary phthisis for five who died of other diseases: in close con-
finement two died of consumption for three and a fraction. I.n the
house of refuge at la Roquette the mortality was in the proportion of
126 to 1000, and in the nursery at Mettray it was only two per cent.
During 1843-4 three farms and nurseries have been established at
Clairvaux, Fontevrault, Loos and Gaillon. The children are tlt)ere
taught all the different occupations of the farmer and the profession-
al agriculturist. They have the same dress, eat the same food and
are under the same discipline as their fellow captives who are at work
in the shops at the different trades taught there. In the four farms
above mentioned, the number sent to the hospital was 45 per cent,of
the whole number, while in the work-shops it was 75 per cent. As
to the mortality, the results are still ‘more striking; whilein the work-
shops there were 66 deaths out of 1000 children, on the farms thfrre
were but two out of the same number. The farms at Mettray receive
annually a large number of children from the house of refuge at la
Roquette.

M. Varrentrapp, stated, that in one penitentiary in the state of
New-York, where the prisoners had intercourse during the day, upon
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the cholera breaking out, 103 persons from this class died in two
months; while there was not one death among those confined to their
cells. In the prison of La Roquette in 18 9, solitary Confinement
was resorted 1o in part of the house, and a dysentery appearing, there
were 90 cases in one day among those unconfined, while among the
others not a single case was noticed.

M. Wichern, divides houses of refuge into 3 classes: 1st those for,
children neglected and morally degraded either by the pernicious ex-
amples of parents or guardians or by poverty. 2d. Those for juve-
nile delinquents tried and convicted by some competent tribunal.
3d. Those for children of naturally corrupt morals and depraved dispo-
sitions, of whom examples are found in all classes of society. Heis
of opinion that it is better to have seperate houses for boys and girls.

A letter from M. &’Almeida, of Portugaly-stated, “ The year 1833
was a period of great reformation for his country. The influence of ;
philanthropy was forcibly felt. Finally in ’39, he had the honor of :
alling the attention of the country and government to the vital ques-
tion of the improvement of prison discipline, and to propose the esta-
blishment of a penitentiary to serve as a model and a trial of the sys-
fem as a school for the keepers and officers destined to this service. |
After encountering considerable opposition, the idea was adopted, and
the chambers are now occupied with a bill, the object of which is the
total change of the penitential system, and which will undoubtedly
become 2 law. Thus the principle of reform is started and the deli-

berations of this Congress will greatly influence its future develope-
ment,

M. le Chevalier Peruzzi, of Florence, noticed the house of refuge of
8t. Louis, near Bordeaux. It consists of two departments, one for
orphans, the other for juvenile delinquents. The treatment of those
two classes differs in many respects. The orphans are better clothed
and fed, and not as closely watched as the others. The general effect
of this difference of treatment has been found to be good.

M. le Chevalier Bertini, alluded to the state of prison discipline in

the kingdom of Sardinia.
Was established a short distance south of Turin.

The period of their
tonfinement rarely exceeded two years.

The delinquent is at first

In’38,a house of correction for females :"r ;
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placed in a separate cell for 30 or 40 days, in order to study her char-
acter and disposition. They work and sleep together, their occupa-
tions beingh those peculiar to the sex. They are divided into. three
classes according to the length of their term and their conduct in the
The dormitories, work-shops and grounds for exercise for the
There are distinct rooms for females of the

house.
3 classes are separate. al
higher classes, placed there at the request of their fat.mlle?x. The
average number of delinquents is about 200. A pemt.enuar_y for
juvenile delinquents under 18 years of age was opened in ’.40, for
the most part on the separate system. They are confined during .the
night and work together in perfect silence. Most of the mecham?al
trades were taught there, and the prisoners are also occupied with
agricultural pursuits. Three penitentiaries on the plan of the one at
Auburn, New-York, and large enough to accommodfﬁte, each, 500
convicts, have just been built; one at Alexandrie for l?xedmont, onest
Oneglia for the duchy of Genes and the county of Nice, and the third
at Savoy for the duchy of that name. The former have been opened
during the present year.

M. Pabbe Laroqué,in reference to the position of the chapel,thought
it should be a distinct and separate building. That is a greatimprove-
ment—a great advantage. It is proper that a prisoner shoul.d suffer,
in order to feel the consequencesof crime. But to relieve this suffer-
ing, there should be a separate place, where hope and consolation may
be found—a sacred place, apart from the yards and corridors of the
prison. The prisoners can be conducted to it with all the necessary
precautions, and without communication between them. Thus an im-
mense result will be obtained. There will be, on the one hand,a
place of punishment and expiation—on the other, a place of reliel
and consolation.

The essential conditions to be observed in the construction of pris
" ons are the following 5

1st. Location.—It is indispensable that the situation chosen for t-he
erection of a prison shou!d be dry, exposed, abundantly supplied witb
healthy water,and, as far as practicable, in an isolated position. The
position should, however, be central,in order to facilitate the transport
of provisions from the different points of the country. Itisalsoneces
sary that it should be in the country, but near a cit'y capable l?f f“‘}
nishing material for forming a committee of inspection or a society ¢
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visitors.  If it is merely a house of detention, it should be, if possible,
placed near the court house, and in all cases separated from the neigh-
boring buildings, to prevent injurious or dangerous communication.

It is necessary that the extent of ground attached to the prison
should be proportional to the size of the edifice and the yards for ex-
ercise which should surround it. It should be sufficient to admit of
an extension of the buildings, and to carry out the wings with cells,
in the case of an increase in the number of conviets. The cells and
yards should be in the position most favorable to receive the rays of
the sun, and be sheltered from the rains and the north wind.

2. The purpose for which the prison is intended will determine, in
certain respects, its interior arrangement. If it isa prison for confine-
ment, only prisoners of the same sex should be placed there, and in

all cases the number of convicts should be a maximum of five or six
hundred.

In ahouse of correction, wings or different sections can be set apart
for the different classes of convicts, and in all cases, for men and

women, whose occupations and superintendence should be entirely
distinct. Whatever be the design of the prison, it is better that the

number of cells should be a little larger than the of the

ordinary population, so as not to be taken by surprise by any sudden
increase.

3. The buildings should be arranged in such a manner as to facili-
tate the different operations, and prevent confusion. To effect this,
the prison, properly so called, should be separated from the buildings
intended for the keeper’s lodges. The communication from without
should be kept up, without, however, disturbing the preservation of
order. To this end, the commissioners and purveyors should never
come in contact or hold intercourse with the prisoners. That part of
the prison particularly appropriated to the prisoners should be arranged
50 as to be able completely to separate the prisoners during the day,
as well as the night ; to procure for them the means of taking exer-
cise in the open air ; to enable them to occupy themselves properly ;
to receive instruction, and to assist in divine service, and in religious
exercises without infringing the rule of separation ; to facilitate super-
intendence, the distribution of food, and the frequent communications
between the keepers and the prisoners.

[Assembly, No. 243.] 10
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4. In the interior arrangement of the edifice, the disposition of the
galleries, stairways, &¢., and in the choice of materials for construc-
tion, there must be taken into consideration the necessity of superin-
tendence and oversight, in order that no obstacle may obstruct them.

5. In the disposition and interior arrangement of the cells, the fol-
lowing conditions should be observed :

(a.) The cells should be sufficiently large to enable the prisoners
to take exercise and pursue their trades in them, and enjoy the room
and air necessary for the preservation of their health.

(b.) They should be Tighted, ventilated and warmed in a suitable
roanner.
(e.) Their construction should be such as to prevent all cormmuni~

cation between the prisoners.

(d.) They should be provided with cots, basins or fixed bowls with
faucets, easy chairs, and all the moveable furniture y for
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visited by the physician. These cells in houses of detention can also
be used for chance prisoners.

) 7. Whatever be the system adopted for the ventilation and warm-
ing of the cells, its result should be :

(a.) To furnish a sufficient quantity of fresh or warm air for each
cell, without exposing the inmate to the inconvenience of draught.

) (b.) To withdraw from each cell a quantity of vitiated air, propor-
tional to the quantity of pure air introduced.

(c.) To carry on the ventilation and warming without increasing
the facilities of communication between the inmates of adjacent cells
and carefully preserving the transmission of sound. '

8. ’}‘he yards or gardens should be arranged in such a mapner that
the prisoners may enjoy the advantage of exercise, the open air and
the sun, without intercourse between themselves. Their superin-

comfort; they should, however, have the means of communicating
with the keepers in case of accident, or whenever their presence may
be necessary.

(¢.) They should, however, be subjected to a vigilant but silent
superintendence.

6. In prisons for confinement, a certain number of cells should be
set apart for the infirmary ; for punishments ; special professions ;
new convicts, &c. The cells of the infirmary, devoted particularly
to the sick, should be more roomy than the latter, and arranged in
such 2 manner as to facilitate, both day and night, the services of the

nurses.

The cells for punishment should be stronger than the others, and
so arranged as to be darkened at pleasure. The dimensions of the
cells for the exercise of certain trades should correspond to the pur-
pose for which they are intended.

In fine, in prisons where the arrivals are frequent, it is necessary
to set apart a certain number of cells, of smaller dimensions than
others, where the new prisoners can be placed until they have been

tend should be vigilant, but not require the services of too many
keepers.

) 9. The d'\apel should be arranged so that each prisoner can assist
in the exercise of religion, seeing and hearing the officiating minister,

an};l bt]eing seen by him. The chapel should in case of need serve asa
school.

10. A certain number of parlor cells should be set apart for those

of. the prisoners who are not permitted to receive the visits of their
friends in their own cells.

1. WhateveAr be the plan adopted, independent of local circum-
stances, each prison should contain: a room for baths, with a num-

be'r of separate bathing rooms, proportional to the number of
priconers.

A Xkitchen with its appurtenances.

.A certain number of stoves for combustible material, the day and
mght dresses of the prisoners, the raw material and the manufactured
article, according to the purpose of the prison.

A meeting room for the committee of inspection.
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From these proceedings it appears that the separate system of pri-
son government has within the past few years received an astonishing
impetus throughout all parts of Europe ; that during 1847, fifty-two
prisons for separate confinement were either completed or commenced
in England. That twenty-five had been constructed in France, while
the government of the Netherlands had adopted the entire system for
that country ; and other states were about to imitate her example.
‘With such an accumulation of testimony before us in favor of the
separate system, it behooves us to scrutinize with greater care the
operations of our own system, and cautiousty examine whether it is
not susceptible of, and does not require some modification and amend-
ment. So far as relates to houses of detention simply, the opinion
of this committee is unanimously in favor of separate confinement.
Although some diversity of opinion exists concerning convictions for
short terms, still the opinion preponderates towards the same system
for this class, while even for our own State Prisons it is suggested
that important advantages might flow from a union of the two even,
if we go no further. Thus, it is proposed, that on entering the pri-
son, every convict should undergo a longer or shorter period of sepa-
rate confinement in all cases, to enable the officers of the prison to

form some fair estimate of his character, disposition and tendencies
preparatory to classification based on such knowledge. The commit-
tee, however, do not feel prepared at this moment te recommend this
or any other modification of the present system of prison government,
but they hope in their next annual report to be able to present the re-
sult of their deliberations upon this subject, and to fortify their opin-
ions by a plain statement of the arguments which have induced them.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
JOHN D. RUSS,
Cor. Sec. Prison Ass'n, New-York.

In Executive Committee, March 3d, 1849. It was ordered that
the foregoing report be adopted by this committee and signed by its
officers for the last year, and be immediately transmitted to the Leg-
islature by the corresponding secretary.

J. W. EDMONDS,
Chairman Ezec. Committee.

Tromas GaLLAUDET,

Recording Secretary.

REPORT OF THE TREAS ER, 1847,
—

The Prison Association of New-York in account current with Gorham
A. Worth, Treasurer.

1847, Dr
D A . . A.
ec. 31. To cash paid, appropriations to discharged convicts’
mittees
Agent of committee on discharged convicts,

com-

OME YAl ettt i, 8365 00 sy for

Disbursements at the office,...... 614 83

Do to J. H. Keyser,. , . 120 00

Rent of office one year, to 1st Nov., 175 00

E‘xpenses to Albany,....... ... 69 19

Bills for stationery, fire insurance, 53 53

T. T. Bennet, clerk’s wages,.. . ..’ 132 00

Cash paid appropriation to detention commit- #1029 08
tee, by George E. Baker, agent, ..,

Cash paid appropriation to Femalf; h
Home: one year’s rent,tolst Nov. $400 0o

Appropriations to pay debts,..... 221 go

176 62

Cash paid appropriation for printing third
report, paper, &c.,. ...

Casl‘\ .p.aul appropriations to committees f;);
visiting prisons,. ......,.....

Cash paid, appropriation to finance commit};;
for salary and travelling expenses to Chas,
Parker,, .. ceee .

Dec. 31, To balanze on hand to new account,, , o
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1847. Cr.
Dec. 22. By balance due association from old account,. ..
«  81. By subscriptions and donations received during
the year, ceeeeeessscsassessasaccessses
« 31. By amount received from finance committee,. ..

$10 92

4210 63
8 25

$4229 80
$1 14

Dec. 31. By balance due Association from old account,. .

The above account of the treasurer, has been examined, compared

with vouchers, and found correct.
E. F. ARMSBY,

ISRAEL RUSSELL,
Auditing Committee.
New-York, January 1, 1848,

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMB/{I’}‘_?EE, 1847.

The Finance Committee present their third annual report to the
Executive Committee of the Prison Association, by their treasurer’s
account herewith annexed, showing :

$10 92
4210 63
8 26

The balance on hand at Jast anniversary,. ceeseeseasaes

Amount of donations and receipts during year,.

Amount received from finance committee,. svuevvanaan

$4229 80
4228 66

$1 14

And the disbursements to be,.eee veeianrivaeeirvennan

Leaving a balance in the treasury ofy..ooeeveviuaennas

A list of the several donors with the amounts contributed, also
accompanies this report.

To the reports of the different committees, the friends of the Asso-
ciation are respectfully referred for information, as to the progress
making in the work of improvement and reform.

All which is respectfully submitted.
E. F. ARMSRY,

Chairman.
New-York, January 1, 1848.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER, 1818.

—

Prison Association of New-York in account with William Chauncey,
)

Treasurer.

1849 Ds.

Jan. 1. To cash paid sundry appropriations to discharged convict

committee, viz :

Isaac T. Hopper, salary in part,... $274 00
T: T. Bennet, clerk’s wages,...... 312 00
Disbursements at the office,. . 436 26

Rent of office, in party.eena. ..,

.« 143 25

J. Campbell, for Paper,...cee .. 29 00
Burns & Baxov, for Pprinting, 42 00
—— $1236 51

Paid fire insurance, ..., .
Exp. anniversary last March, for

375

r00m, &Copuvurnrynn. .. creeess 16 00

Paid for advertising,.. ., caee
Paid Bell & Gould, for stationery &c.
Paid Tribune’s account,.......,..
Paid Leonard & Co,,....

Cash paid, disbursements for the
Holme, Mrs. Johnson’s account,
assistant matron, cecanaan,

Cash paid to 1st Nov. last, rent of
the Home,...........,

Appropriation to pay debts,. . ...,.

Paid expenses committees visiting prisons,,
Cash paid, appropriation to finance committe.e'
for salary and travelling expenses of Chas,
Parker, . ...
Jan. 1. To Balance in treasury to new account,.,,,. . .

526 48
170 14

82582 1
e
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1848. Cr.
Jan. 1. By balance in treasuryye.veoeeosesevsacerees $1 14
1849.
Jan. 1. By amount of subscriptions and collections by C.
Parker and others, during the year 1848,..... 2581 00
Per bis monthly statement rendered :
For January,.s-s iiieeses $318 00

February, . 375 00
March,.eesee . . 270 00
April and May,...... 504 00
June,.oieeiiians cesasasaas . 21100

July and Augusty...oneeeeens 252 00
Sept., October and November,.. 290 00
December,. voscesassanssacss 318 00

$2538 00

—

$2582 14
1849. ——

Jan. 1. By balance in treasury from old accounty...e .oss  $170 14

—_—

The above account of the treasurer has been examined, compared
with vouchers, and found correct.
CYRUS CURTISS,
ISRAEL RUSSELL,

New-York, January 1, 1849. Auditing Committee.

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE, 1848.

The Finance Committee, present their fourth annual report to the
Executive Committee of the Prison Association, together with the
treasurer’s account, showing :

The balance on hand at last anDIVersary,ceee-eoneesese $1 14
Asount of donations and callections during the year, by
Rev. C. Parker and others,.ceecosesacescesnnvosss 2581 00

—

$2582 14
And the disbursements to beyes e sensaonncosnaeacces 2412 00

el
Leaving balance in treasury ofyseeesseossvecsaccsanes $170 14
—
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A list of the donors with amounts contributed, also accompany this
seport.

Your committee regret being obliged to report a material falling
o.if in amount of collections the past year; not owing to any diminu-
tion of interest in the object the Association is engaged in,but a com-
pz?rative depression in business, which limits the mean,s of many
friendly to the cause, who withhold altogether their subscriptions, or
give but in part their usual donations. ’

With the return of a season of prosperity your committee feel
satisfied the collections will again amount to that of former ye:
and as the Association are persevering to effect reform and im );oars-,
ment, feel assured they will be sustained by the accustomed hb‘e’ral‘f:
of their friends, who have heretofore encouraged and cheered th‘ .
on, in the good work they have before them. -

CYRUS CURTISS,

Chairman Finance Commid
New-York, January 1, 1849. e,
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REPORT OF THE COMMMITTEE ON DETENTIONS.

To the Prison Association of New-York:

The Committee on Detentions beg leave respectfully to report, that
for the past year the duties assigned to them by the Constitution have
been performed by their agent in the most faithful manner. The
priscns under their charge have been visited almost daily, the condition
of those detained in them has been enquired into, abuses have been
investigated and efforts made to remedy them. Some prisoners, un-

justly detained after they were entitled to their discharge, have been
released, for others a fair trial has been secured, young boys and girls
have been rescued from the corruption of the worst communications,
and all the prisoners under the care of the committee have been bene-
fited by the maintenance of a constant observation of their treatment
and a jealous regard for their rights.

But we should be unfaithful to our trust did we neglect to urge the
necessity of a more adequate provision for the performance of the
duties with which we are charged. It is not to be expected that your
committee, composed of men engaged in active business from which
they are unable to withdraw their time and attention, should attend
personally to the duty of daily visitation of the prisons and of assist-
ing those who are always to be found there needing and rightfully
claiming assistance. The work is an immense one and must be ever
renewed. Many plans for accomplishing it have been tried, but the
uniform experience of all the members of this committee since the
organization of the Association—and we think we may say the same
thing of the Executive Committee—has established the fact that it
can only be performed by an agent qualified for it and devoted to it.
Such men, though they may be found, are not numerous, and they
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must be paid for their time enough to render other avocations un-
necessary.

During one year we had the benefit of the services of Mr. George E.
Baker, who was constant in his attention to his duties, but as we
were only able to offer him $300 per annum, he gave up the situa-
tion so soon as another more adequate to his wants presented itself.
Since that time, which was two years ago, we have had no salaried
agent and but for the kindness of one of the officers of our Associa-
tion, we should have been greatly embarrassed in the performance of
our duties. Indeed for the last year, it has been owing to the energy
and untiring benevolence of John D. Russ, M. D., Corresponding
Secretary of this Association, that these duties have been performed
atall. With other calls upon his time and sympathy he has still
been willing to employ some part of every day in acting as the agent
of this committee, and without material assistance and with no com-
pensation, to do all he could for the prisoners, thus taking upon him-
self the work of the committee.

But this is not as it should be. We want more time and more
varied services than can be asked from a volunteer agent. Not only
must the prisons be visited constantly, their general condition ascer-
tained, the health, comfort and rights of the prisoner cared for, but
continual applications are to be made to the magistrates, friends are
to be hunted up, prosecutors to be visited, counsel sometimes to be
employed, and when young boys or girls are discharged on condition
of their leaving the city, places are to be procured for them. This
ought to be the daily care and would occupy the whole time of an
agent. Let any one visit the Tombs cnly, and after he has satisfied
himself of all the evils existing there, consider how long it will take
one man to perform the duties that may rightfully be claimed at the
hands of the public, towards removing those evils, and he will never
demur to our request for means to employ an agent upon such terms
as will allow him to devote his whole time to the Augean labor. We
know that the treasury of the Association is severely taxed, we know
that it is very hard to make the public feel their responsibility in the
matter, and that already debts exist which have a prior claim on our
funds, but we must still insist that the work of the Association in the
department committed to our charge, cannot be done except by incur-
ring an expense for the purposes we have indicated, and that if itis

N
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to be done the money must be raised. We consider that 600 per
annum will be sufficient for this purpose, and that less than that sum
would not secure the services of a person qualified for the situation.

The houses of detention under the care of your committee are the
eighteen station houses, the prisons at Essex market and at Jefferson
market, the Tombs, Eldrige street jail, and the King’s county prisap.
All but the last two are devoted to the keeping of criminals and per-
sons suspected of crime. The station houses are more properly the
places of rendezvous of the police officers, but attached to them are
rooms for temporary confi t and for the acc lation of per-
sons found in a state of destitution at night. ~All persons arrested by
officers attached to the stations are first carried there and thence to
the police offices at Jefferson market, Essex market, or at the Tombs,
all of which are parts of the city prison. At these police offices they
are subjected to a preliminary examination, and if the evidence is
sufficiently strong they are committed. Generally, this examination
takes place within twenty-four hours after the arrest, but in many
cases the want of evidence on the part of the state, to establish what
seems to be the guilt of the prisoner, induces the examining magistrate
to detain him until further proof can be obtained. In this manner
prisoners are sometimes kept many days in the prisons attached to
the police offices. But if not discharged for want of evidence they
are all finally committed to the Tombs.

The conditien of the prison at Jefferson _market is satisfactory.
The cells are neat while not occupied by drunkards, and the rest of
the prison is in as good order as the care of the keeper can ensure.
Owing to a defect in the arrangement of the soil pipes they are fre-
quently obstructed, and occasion a very impure air in the building.
ffhe remedy is a simple one. Itis to make the pipes perpendicular
nyxtead of horizontal, and to carry them directly into the sewer. A
kitchen and store room attached to the prison are under the care of
one of the female convicts. The food is the same as that at the
Tombs, and the bedding consists of two blankets and a straw mattress.
Generally speaking, every thing is cleaner and in better order than at
the Tombs.

The prison at Egsex market suffers very much from the want of a
R5ex Ioarxe!
sewer to carry off the contents of the soil pipes. At present their
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only outlet is into a cess pool, which being only forty-five f?et de?;
is soon filled. The prison is entirely too small for the six war
which crowd their criminals intoit. It has only fm‘nrteen cells,while
the average number of prisoners is thirty. Often it has been neces-
sary to confine four prisoners in one cell, an.d sometimes as many ﬁz;s
six. Of course it is impossible under such circumstances, to keeP e
place what a prison ought to be in respect to atmosPhere, cleaglmess,
order or comfort. The bedding is sufficient but dirty, the prisoners
arc allowed to associate and converse without any attempt at separa-
tion, and the atmosphere of the place is corrupting at once to their
morals and their health.

But from these minor houses of detention, streams are daily_’ pour-

ing into the Tombs. This is the grand reservoir of criminal _]ust.lce,
towards which the steps of the wrong doer are constantly tendmgl.l
And pever did gates close upon 2 gloomier scene. Very nearly 2
who are committed, whether at the other police (?ﬂices or by th:
magistrates holding a police court in the same Puildmg, are colle?t:
here, where they find as companions others detained for trl‘al, convicts,
sentenced for different terms not exceeding sixty days, witnesses, re-
fractory apprentices, applicants for admissiorl to the alms house,v 2]1;1‘1
vagrants seeking a refuge in Blackwell’s island. W}?oever wis! ;s
to see in one mass the suspected, and the witnesses against th.em, the
guilty, the poor, the diseased and the insane, may find them in thels]e
misnamed Halls of Justice. This mingling toget?er. of persons Wt 0
require totally different kinds of treatment, in a building which admits
a free communication through all its parts, is the cause of all the
evils existing at the Tombs, and will be a deserved reproach to' us
until the system is changed. The great importance of the sub_]elt.:t
and the little impression which it seems to have made upon p.ub 1(;
opinion, must be the excuse of your committee fof again urgmgﬁ;
upon the attention and commending it to the reforming efforts of the
Association.

Persons arrested upon suspicion of crime, and not conv'u:ted—-.nol
even tried—are entitled to treatment very different from what m\ghﬁ
be thought proper for convicts: and certainly it is the g\-e:atest m~f
justice to place one whom a mere accident has made o witness 0
crime, and whose testimony only is sought, upon the seme footing

with the diseased profligate or the noisy drunkard, Some require

S4T7 4
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discipline and punishment ; and, to'make them feel the wrong of which
they have been guilty, they are made to sleep in small, badly venti-
Jated cells, are fed upon coarse fare, and withdrawn from their indus-
try ; their families are left destitute, and themselves exposed to the
most horrible communications in the form of blasphemy, ribaldry,
obscenity, and narrations of crime, which form the subjects of social
conversation by day, and make the night frightful as they are sent
from one end of the prison to the other through the soil pipes. This

is a punishment for the guilty—a process after which amendment is
expected.

Now we ask what name is to be given to this treatment, when in-
nocent witnesses are subjected to it, men or women, against whom no
charge is made, but at whose hands the public asks the means of con-
victing the criminal? The community has no right to place any in-
telligent human being in such a situation. If testimony cannot be
secured without confining witnesses in a charnel house,a grave of
purity, decency, and virtue, let the testimony be lost ; and if persons
suspected of crime cannot be kept without being subjected to such a
process as this, it were better that they should not be arrested at all.
No probable good will justify a certain wrong; and as long as those
detained for trial are in the view of the law, as many of them prove
to be, in fact, innocent, no prospect of advantage, no expected secu-
tity gives us the right to treat them as they are treated in our houses
of detention. The responsibility of doing so is a heavy one, but it is
not upon the keepers nor the magistrates alone. It is on every man
and woman who can bring any influence to bear upon our State Le-
gislature or Common Council.

To remove the evils we have referred to, offers no insurmountable
difficulty,if there were only the will ; for it is not 2 question of neces-
sary evil which we have to treat,but of a proper application of means
within our power to objects conceded to be desirable.

In the first place, as to witnesses, the moral right to imprison them
is very questionable. 'Their testimony may be required, and it is their
duty to give it when called on; but until they refuse to give it, they

are entitled to their liberty. The law provides that witnesses not re-

siding in the city maybe examined de bene esse and discharged. The

question arises, therefore, only in relation to our own citizens, and as
[Assembly, No.243.] 11




162 [AssEmeLY

to them, the statute gives the magistrate the power, “if he is satisfied
by due proof, that there is reason to believe” that they will not ap-
pear at the trial, to require ¢ their recognizances, with such sureties
as he shall deem meet,” or to commit them. But the law has no
right to presume that a man will not do his duty before he has refused
to do it. The true presumption is the other way ; and it is unjust to
make a man suffer upon a belief that otherwise he will not do what he
ought. But no such consideration is necessary. It is as easy to ex-
amine one of our own citizens de bene esse as any other person ; and
if there is reason to suppose that he will not be forthcoming at the
trial, this course ought to be adopted, and a legislative enactment
should make it obligatery upon the district attorney.

But if the law is not changed in this manner, it ought at least to provide
that witnesses should be comfortably maintained whilein confinement ;
that they should be protected from the company and communications
of other prisoners ; that work should be provided for them, and that
they should have, while in confinement, a per diem allowance suffi-
cient to compensate them for their privations. 'Fhe United States
pursue, in this respect, a more liberal policy than our own State.
They allow witnesses, while confined, a dollar and a quarter a day,
which is generally sufficient to prevent those depending on them from
suffering from their loss of labor.

The.r separation might be readily effected. The common Council
have this last year added four spacious rooms to the female prison,
m any one of which witnesses of that sex may be confined without

posure to the comp: hip of the other prisoners. In the male
prison there is room in that part now occupied by the Sixth Ward
police, where apartments might be fitted up at a safe distance from
the other inmates. Very little exertion would be necessary to supply
the female witnesses with work which would enable them to earn
something ; and, though this cannot always be done in case of male
witnesses, yet arrangcments are perfectly feasible by which they might
in many instances be allowed to receive the work they are usually
employed on.

In the next place, the separation of young persons from the other
prisoners may easily be effected. Two rooms have been provided by
the common council for their accommodation, which are large enough,
conveniently situated and separated from the rest of the prison. They
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Zdjom the matron’s room on the east side of the building. Tt is said
Y way of apology for their nct being used, that there is not a suﬂi:

ight be ohtained, leaves the appointi
' igh pointin,
5;::; no excuse} for the omission. When it is remembered tha%
oung people are either di i i i
for ] w5 peia e el r disobedient appr.eAntlces, or are detained
DS are Innocent, or are waiting to be sent to the

alms house, it seems wonder; u at provi
1 as been so
t derful th t p sion for them has

QQ?U?:ge:he year'ending on the first of November, 1848, there were
ho\,sg‘ aid s1 ;;:mltted to the Tombs in order to be sent to the alms
) ar vagrants.  These persons are thrown in with the
i';k}t:e: ptr;sotn:rs, no separation but that of sexes being attempted., It
Tue that they do not remain ther it i :
place for them, even for a short tim:.lmi-gl.l-xmaljiut; l:elsu?roets ‘tl;)e tp come
other receptacle should be provided for them. ! o

T . .
he convicts proper, confined in the Tombs, are either persons ar-

rested 2 Icati 7
for intoxication and sentenced for a term not exceeding five
g

z!:)ts,lor persons ltound. guilty of misdemeanors and sentenced for a
period not exceeding sixty days. ‘The five day prisoners occupy both

in the male and the female prison, cells on the ground floor; and i

the male prison, there are sometimes as many as six in a c’ 1l (l)”‘
course:, the cells are comparatively large, but when we cans:ie;r th tt
the prisoners are put in while in gross intoxication, either dead drunl
and accumulating every variety of filth, or if not, then violent and
quarrelsome, we may imagine what a scene of horror and wretched-

ness each of t‘hese cells must exhibit. Disgusting as is the Pprisoners
;)avt:l(;iegradatwn, we Afeel bound to think that it does not more vio-
o ecency and justice than does the public apathy that consigns
'm to such apartments, and leaves him to such companionship. ¥t
may be perfectly true, as the keepers say, that if these cellsp.were
tc}leamed they wou]d.bsf foul again after the next comers had occupied
em an hour ; but is it not our duty to place the drunka-d, of whom
::]ef:;zsume the care ina‘ situation which will awaken an; spark of
. spect that may still remain, instead of checking the possible
durn of manly st.reugth by the fellowship of degradation, violence
‘3;1 .iihh ? The difficulty llies_ in the inadequacy of accommodation.
ntl the cells are so multiplied that every drunkard may be placed
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in separate confinement in a cell, which it shall be his duty to keep
clean, we can hope for no good effects from sentencing him to the

city prison.

In this connection, it gives us pleasure to allude to the efforts of

the present keeper, William Edmonds, Esq., towards reclaiming
these unhappy beings. Tnstead of being allowed to pass the period
of their confinement in idleness as formerly, they have been, during
a portion of the past year, obliged to Jabor at picking oakum, an oc-
cupation, which while it gently occupies their minds, at the same
time makes their confinement more of a punishment. ‘We hope that
the good effects of this first attempt to introduce Jabor into the prison
may awaken those who have the power to the importance of making
it a prominent feature of discipline for the future. There is plenty
of room in the prison yard for sheds, in which the convicted prisoners
might be employed in various kinds of work without creating too
smuch noise, or interfering with the good order of the place. Asa’
punishment, and as an improvement of their bodily health, this plan
wou'd operate advantageously, nor should we have as now such con-
stant recommitments for intoxication, if the sobered drunkard were
discharged with a body strengthened and nerves calmed by labor, and
a certainty that a repetition of bis offence would be visited with hard
work without wages.

Mr. Edmonds continues his efforts in this quarter after the labors
of the week are over, and every Sunday afternoon an address on
Temperance is made to the prisoners, and the pledge is offered to
such as are willing to signit. There pever was & more discouraging
field, and we sincerely hope that he occasionally enjoys the reward
of seeing a fellow creature saved from this deep degradation by Tus
instrumentality.

The sixty-day convicts are not obliged to labor, but are permitted
to pass their time as they please, receiving and communicating all
the evil which their experience has accumulated. This is all wrong:
We are aware that these prisoners are generally of what is esteemed
a more respectable class, such as gamblers, or persons found guilty
of fraudulent pretences, or of assault and battery. But even 10
them labor would be a merciful punishment. Tt would aid in re-
storing their moral tone and would preserve them from evil commu-

No. 243.] 165

nications. Moreover it may be doubted whether society gains any

'L}.)mg from this regard to convicted respectability. The man wh
violates the laws forfeits for the time being all right to this title, ‘:ng
he .VVO|.11(1. be likely to leave prison a much more respectable m;n if
W}'nle in it, he were made to feel that superior advantages did .
shield him from the ugiform punishment of misconduct gThe effremtt
tf)o upon others is unfavorable if they perceive that an (;levate'i O:i-
tn?n in society relieves the convict from a punishment Whichp the
fr{enfiless are obliged to suffer. If they believe that it is not mo:
cnm.mal for a beggar to get drunk than for a genflemun to keej .
gfxmxn.g table, or for any one when rot drunk to defraud or asspnlat
i*fxs neighbor, they must feel that there is injustice in the admini ::
tion of. the law in the scene before them; but if they meas:lrlest;xa-
enormity of the offence by the severity of the punishment, they wi]ei

look with sympath
y upon the more favored crimi
respect the privileged crime. riminal and dearn to

We insist, however, that these prisoners ought not to be allowed
free intercouse with the others. The diﬁicu)tybof restrainin, on

merely detained for trial does not apply here. "These are ¢ Perfons
anc.l are placed in confinement for punishment, and if !hewmwts’
stricted to their cells their rights are not infring’ed For tg g
sake,' and for the sake of others, this should be 'done Tlexn Tore
not likely to learn any good from the intercourse now p(:rmittei!y are{
they are not proper teachers of those who are only detained f¢ vial

and are therefore to be treated as innocent. o

i : We regret to say
no attempt at this classification has been made. ¢  that

I"nsoners fully committed for trial constitute about one-

W"hxle those committed for examination, on which they are : ﬁq‘-‘a“erv
dls.uharged, make about one-tenth of the popu]ationyof t}:le eT“WB‘l’)dS
;Nxth‘ regard to these, we hear it said that, being in the eye (‘)’;“t}i
aw innocent, they cannot properly be treated with that severi
which may be justifiable in the case of conviets, and that to ‘egty
them to their cells might be to anticipate the severest sentenc:():pZ;

their asc-ertained guilt. We admit the full force of this plea, and
sympathize in the regard for the rights of the prisoner which it ;n ;
fests. ?But we say that it is erroneous in assuming that the rea?l:;
Zvrong i;s'done. to ‘lhe prisoner, on the supposition of his iunicence
&)' con! mng.hlm ina cell. His most valuable rights are freedom’

ora temptation, purity of thought, free actior for his moral nature.
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« The greatest injustice is not the incarceration of the body, but the
degradation of the mind, the crippling of the resolution, the effacing
of pure thoughts and high purposes. When we lock the prisoner
up, we leave him free to himself, and to the ever-present influence of
God ; and if he suffer from ennui and the want of social intercourse,
he is, at the same time, secured in the privileges of reflection and
self-communion. Nor need he be confined to these alone. Books
would always be at his command, if he desired them; and if he
could not use them, his solitude would be occasionally interrupted by
the visits of the agent of this association, and by others charitably
disposed. But when we open the doors of the cell, break down
every barrier which should separate him from impurity, blasphemy,
and wrong, and force him into their presence, contact, conversation,
companionship, then indeed we deal harshly with him, then we put
fetters on him, restrain his freedom, darken the light of heaven to
him, and anticipate the final judgment of sin. No human being,
after an imprisonment of an average length in the Tombs, can leave
its society without bringing with him stains upon his soul, compared
with which lonely hours and a narrow cell would have been blessings.
Your committee express it as their most serious conviction, that the
prisoners at the Tombs, waiting trial, should be strictly confined to
their cells, except at such times as they may be permitted to exercise
themselves in the corridors or in the yard, a few at a time, and on
condition of entering into no conversation except with the keeper.

‘We are aware that this plan would not, at present, secure entire
isolation ; as, in the crowded state of the prison, it is necessary to
place more than one prisoner in each cell.  On the last examination
that the Committee on Inspection made, they found that in every cell
there were two prisoners, and in some more than that number. This
evil may be remedied by providing other accommodations for vagrants,
for applicants for admission to the Alms-house, and for the insane, by
bringing into use the cells now not occupied, or, if necessary, by an
addition to the building. But even at present a great deal might be
done by confining in cells together prisoners charged with offences of
the same degree, so that the novice in crime might not be lodged
with the hardened offender. This, if it did not ensure solitude, would
remove the danger of a promiscuous intercourse, and, by withdrawing
from the criminal the support of a crowd, would deprive him of his

hardihood.
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The moral evils growing out of the freedom of communication
allowed to the prisoners had, to the eyes of your committee, appeared
so gigantic, that they have left themselves little space to allude to
others.

‘We earnestly support the recommendation of Dr. Russ, that warm
baths should be introduced, and that the drunkard, after having been
washed, should be clothed in a clean dress. In this way, :nd by
compelling them to cleanse their old clothes before resuming them
we believe that the miserable beings, who enter in filth and régs, may’
be awakened to a sense of cleanliness and comfort.

The library is in a most wretched state, and its existence seems
hardly to be known among the prisoners. It ccntains but few works
of general interest. The books are mostly Bibles and Testaments.
Of these there are about fifty, but they bear no evidence of having
been read. If persons interested in this reform would, out of their
superfluity, contribute a few volumes of an instructive and entertain-
ing character, and if the keepers would put them into the hands of
those to whom they might be useful, much more wotld be done to
redeem the hours of the prisoners from the poisonous influences of
their companions.

The cells are swept every day, and the occupants have the liberty
of whitewashing them whenever they choose ; but it is not compul-
sory on them, and they seldom do it. The bedding is sufficient in
guantity, but not clean. The small apertures in the doors are insuff-
dient for ventilation at night. The structure of the building is radi-
cally bad, and no effort seems to be made to raise the standard of
physical comfort among the prisoners, or to inspire them with self-
Tespect.

) The food is of a fair quality,and probably quite as good as the ma-
jority of the prisoners are accustomed to. They have two meals a
day, one consisting of bread and ccffec at about 9 A.M. ; the other
about 3 P.M., consisting of boiled becf, bread and soup, and on alter-
nate days of mush and molasses.

The health of the prisoners does not seem to suffer from confine-
ment. During the past year the medical department has been well
attended to, and much credit is due 1o Dr. Covel, the physician, for

\
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ital with the limited facilities afford-
the good arrangement of the hospita ith t :
edelfm, as well as for his zeal and fidelity in the discharge of his gen-
eral duties.

Religious services are performed in both departments of 'th.e pri's??.
1In the male prison R. N. Havens, Esq., one of the Asst?mahofl, 1? in
the habit of conducting religious wor§h1p in the momn'xrg of e:éq:
Sunday,and in the female depariment.m the afternoon. . he ins x:xlce
tion to the women in the morning, which has b?en forva ongvtx;ne x'
care of some Jadies of most ac\i\*ebenevolencet, is con\m\fed wit! man?
encouraging Tesults. In the re!igim’xs exercises the prisoners glerm:
ally are allowed to join, and attention and good order ave almost
uniformly maintained.

Your Committee would be unjust shoulv.i they, in clos.ing this notice
of the Tombs, omit an expression of their conﬁ‘dence ’m.the llfeeper,
Mr. Edmonds, and of the high sense they e'ntertam o'f his intel 1?en<;e,
energy, and fidelity. This officer has an immense influence ‘;J\ er the
welfare of those intrusted to his custody ; :.md as Mr.Edmox:A s seems
anxious to improve the condition of the prison, your Commme? hop.e
that the alterations they have pointed out may be urged on duving his
administration.

The Debtors’ Jail, in Eldrige-street, remains W?zat it has behen de-
scribed in former reports of this Committee. Tt is AasAbadIy .smted f(]);
the purpose to which it is appropriated as any building which c;); ;
easily be found. It may bave answered for a watch~hou§e, for which
it was formerly used, but its suitableness for that p\lrpOSe'lS no r{z}com-
mendation of it as 2 place of confinement for debtors. The c.e s are
dark, badly ventilated, and, according to the accounts of the pnsor;:zs,
are infested with vermin. They are, how'veve.r, clean as far as white-
wash can make them so, and the beddmg is vsfashed once in thre?
months. Every nuisance which was described in the first report o
this Committee remains. The food is the' same as that used at the
city prison, and instead of b?‘mg Prepared in the house’,r wh‘e;re t}’;r;
is ample means of cooking it, it 1s.brought from th? 'ombs. "
debtors complain most bitterly of its wretched quality, and we.arn
told that they eat very Tittle of it. But whet‘her he uses the pns;is
fare or purchases other, the debtor m}rst eat it from his knee.s ox: 1‘
bed. i he wishes to wash, he is obliged to do so over a soil-pipe;

No. 243.] 169

no books offer a means of relief from ennui; no labor enables him to
divert his thoughts from himself ; and when, after a miserable day,
be seeks forgetfulness in sleep, he lies down upon a wretched bed, in
a close and narrow cell. The law’s delays hold out no certain period
to his confinement, and however superior in character, he has many
reasons to envy the criminal who, after two, three, or four months,
will have expiated his more venial offence, and be free. Over the
poor debtor month after month may roll, and months of uncertainty

may still succeed without any hope of release, or of increased comfort
in his situation.

Your Committee have, in the preceding remarks, sought to bring
to the notice of the Association for the fourth time the evils of the
houses of detention under their charge. That some improvement has
been made in their condition since the organization of this Associa-
tion, is the ground of hope that much greater advances may be made.
The work is important, involving the welfare of thousands, and even
under more discouraging circumstances should be prosecuted with pa-
tient energyand faith in the justice of the community. The time will
certainly come when the public will awake to a sense of their duty
to criminals, and to others who are unfortunotely affected by the ad-
ministration of criminal law. The abuses of the, system are old, and
custom has rendered the public conscience callous; but we are work-
ing in the cause of justice and mercy, and the ultimate accomplish-
ment of our object is only a question of time.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
William C. Russel,
For the Commitiee.

REPORT OF THE KEEPER OF THE NEW-YORK CITY
PRISON. - o
S

City Prison, New-York, Dec. 9, 1848.
Sm—In obedience to your directions, I have the honor of present-
ing you with the number of commitments made in this establishment,
for one year, from November 1, 1847, to November 1, 1848, together
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f persons
with the charges made against each ; and also the number of p
remaining in custody at the latter date.
T am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

W. EDMONDS, Keeper.

Fully Committed.

attempt burglary, .
K?irempl pl;lit larceny,.
Disorderiy apprentice,
MUTGer, venrens
Embezzlement, ..

For intoxication,.....
Petit larceny,.....
TANCY, ..c0erns
e battery, ...
Disorderly conduct,....
Grand larceny, .-
Burglary, .....
Misdemeanor, .
Insanity, ..
Abandonment,

o
Infanticide,
Sodomy, -+

Y
oV stolen B PoISOnINg, +rvserr

Receiving stolen goods,
Bigamy, ».rr soning ors
3 : Attimp’t sodomy,
B., with intent to kill, .
Attempt infanticide,.......
AFSOD, weevnnrrernnnierein

e i 2 00 10 63 €0 60 A €1 TR G G =T

For Ezamination.

536 For disorderly house,..... .‘.:,,..
Sickness, «.ovee .
Embezzlement, ..

Robbery,

Attempt larceny, ...

Murder,

ﬁiz?éing stolen goods, .

Accessory to felony, .
erjury, ...

For committing A. H., ..
tVagraney,.......
Grand larceny,

ault and battery,........
mnce not specified, .

Witness, «....

ALY cevenneenenn
g:zrgilive’fromjusuce, o

{ences, «.oociues SR

B itinfont to kil -

Total number committed for ex‘n, S:gig
Fully ¢ ted
Uuil’eu States jpr! o -
Total of comnyitments from Nov. 1st, 47, to Nov, 1st, *48,....
/
!

\

\.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE oy DISCHARGED coNVICTs,

To the Executive Committee :

The committee on Discharged Convicts hav,
submitting a brief account of their labors since Tast report, They
have had regular meetings once a month, and although they have
not accomplished all they could desire, they have done much to alle-
viate the condition of the objects of their care.

e much satisfaction jn

Already has this Association been
general interest on the s
of the discharged convict.
the world, indeed his condi

instrumental jn awakening a
n discipline, and the condition
He emerges from the prison a stranger in
tion is much worse than that of a stran-
racter of a felon, and besides he is mostly
nd—if he meets with his former friends,
he is reminded of his crime and cast off with disdain—he carries with
hin: a consciousness of his transgressions, and is depressed and dis-
heartened by the repulsive spirit that ever assails him ;5 and—Ilet hig
intentions of amendment be ever so sincere and firm, he sees no door
oben to escape—he thinks n he meets knows that he ig
a discha A insti y shrinks from public notice,
and there cannot be a doubt that many have again plunged into
crime, driven by hopeless despair. But if, upon his discharge, he
calls upon us with a certificate of good conduct while in prison, and
gives promise of a desire to reform, we render him such assistance as
i and the limited state of our funds
yment

mechanic and can find business,
we furnish him with tools. When they have no trade and manifest

2 talent for dealing, we have in several instances loaned them o small
“mount of money to commence with, and it is gratifying to be able to
inform  the committee that many who have been thus assisted are
doing well—are now making a comfortable living, and some of them
bave returned the money loaned them. Without such aid their case
ishopeless, We have not expected that al) who receive assistance
would prove worthy objects; men who have spent the greater part
of their lives in the unrestrained gratification of their evil propensi-
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ties, regardless of the principles of justice and morality, are not likely
to return, at once, to a virtuous, industrious course of life, but we
endeavor to extend such aid as that they shall not be forced by cir-
cumstances to resort to dishonest means to obtain a living.

It is a matter of much importance to the discharged conviet, that
there is places provided where he can obtain information and advice
in relation to his future movements, even though he should not need
Ppecuniary assistance, it strengthens and encourages him in his resolu-
tions of amendment. A discharged convict lately remarked that this
Association was a source of great comfort to the prisoners, as they
knew where to apply for advice and assistance upon their release,

We endeavor to cultivate in the discharged convict self-respect;
we assure him that although he has fallen and suffered the chastise-
ment of the law, and become an outcast from society, there is yeta
door of hope open to him, and he is encouraged to return to an
honest, virtuous course of life, assuring him of our countenance and
support if he will do so.

When an individual feels the weight of his transgressions and re-
pents of them, there is good ground to hope for a permanent reforma-
tion ; but when a change is effected merely by a hope of a more com-
fortable living as to temporal enjoyments, such are very liable to be
governed by the influences with which they are surrounded, and if
these are not good, to relapse into crime,

We endeavor to keep sight of those we relieve, and have requested
them to keep us advised of their situation ; but a desire very gene-
rally prevails to bury the remembrance of their degradation, and
hence the difficulty of getting any information from them after leaving
the city ; and yet there are some exceptions. Several call frequently,
and never fail to express their gratitude for the countenance and
assistance they received upon their liberation from confinement.

/ During the thirteen months ending the 31st day of the 12th month,
', 1847, we relieved,

From Sing Sing...... PRI b/}
© Penitentiary vvuveeeirnasesaensrans 20
€ Auburn....ceiieeiieiiiiiieneains 7
«  Clinton county.,.....

cresnrasecsee 1
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From Brooklyn ......
% City prison. .,
“  Boston.,

For the relief of the above persons, and for
rent of office, stationery, clerk hire, a
paid $1279.24.

incidental expenses—
nd salary of agent, there was

During the year ending the 31st day of the 12th month, 1848
we relieved, ’ ’

From Sing Sing..
“  Auburn..
Clinton county .
Kings county ..

City prison

Cash advanced to the above $318.75, and
incidental expenses §145.15. ,

Clerk hire. .., 312 00

Rent of “The Home?”. ., 383 50

Rent of office ceeneennaes 175 00

Salary of agent., 365 00

$1699 40

Since last report we have relieved 328 individuals, at an expense
of $2978.64, including incidental expenses, viz: rent of ¢ The
Home,” association rooms, clerk hire, agent’s salary. postage, &c
$104.50 of the money loaned has been returned. ’ o
Expended in 1847....81279 24 Returned....$32 00

do 1848.... 1699 40 do .... 7250

$2978 64 $104 50

Of the 158 who have received assistance, either in money, advice,

or in procuring employment for them, durin,

; . g the last year, we are
assured. that forty-eight are doing well ; and the remainder, W’Iitb the
s:ffeptxon of perhaps about half a dozen, we have good reason to

lieve are supporting themselves by honest industry ; and those who
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have heretofore been favorably mentioned in our reports, continue to
do well. When we consider what was the condition of those per-
sons when they first claimed our assistance—broken down in bodily
health, and their mental powers greatly prostrated ; without friends,
without hope—and now see them, respected and happy, and usefully
employed, it is a source of unalloyed gratification, and aﬁ’or_ds l}xe
strongest incentive to perseverance in ous labors. Those erring in-
dividuals belong to the human family, and, as well as ourselves, are

candidates for a happy immortality. ISAAC T. HOPPER,

Chairman.
12th mo., 31st, 1848.

The following extracts from the diary of our agent, illustrates very
clearly the importance and usefulness of this department of our As-
sociation.

H. G., about thirty years old, a native of Orange county, .N. Y,
where he was convicted of grand larceny and sent to Sing Sing for
seven years. He was discharged by the expiration of his

o
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be crowned with success. H. has given employment to several per-
sons who were his fellow prisoners. It is gratifying to find that they
bave confidence in one another, and that in no instance that has come
to our knowledge has that confidence been abused.

J. 8. B. was deprived of his parents by death when he was very
young, and was taken in charge by his grand-parents,who being aged
he was left very much at liberty to do as his inclination led him, and
the consequence was that he formed associations of a very bad cha-
racter, He was led on from one mischief {o another until he was
about nineteen years old, when he was convicted of burglary and sent
to Sing Sing for two years. He remained in prison the full term of
bis sentence, and was discharged in the 2d month, 1847. He con-
ducted while in confinement 1o the satisfaction of the officers of the
prison, and upon his release the principal keeper gave him a few lines
“recommending him to the fostering care of this Association.” Upon
being set at liberty he came directly to this office. He expressed
regret for having departed so far from the path of rectitude, and said
he hoped that he should atone for the evil he had done, by his future

the 41h of 9th month, 1846, and came directly to this office, bringing
with him a few lines from the principal keeper, which says, “H’s
conduct has been good.” While in prison he learned the cooper’.s
trade, and now applies for assistance to enable him to prosecute ?ns
business. Believing him to be worthy of confidence, we comphe-ﬂ
with bis request and furnished him with tools. He took 2 shop in
Washington street, but it soon became so inundated with water that
he was obliged to leave it and look out for another situation. In 2
short time he succeeded, and by industry and close attention to busi-
ness was soon able to employ several hands, and was doing a profit-
able business, when some malicious person entered his premises by
taking up the grate on the footway, gathered up all his tools, woﬂ'h
about one hundred dollars, and some valuable clothing, put them in
a heap, set them on fire and destroyed them. H. was again tl}row.n
out of business and left destitute of the means of commencing it
anew.

Having had experience of his industry and faithfulness, we agai®
furnished him with tools. It is believed that he entirely abstains
from intoxicating drinks of every kind, and is again pursuing b:lsl
business with a persevering industry, that we have strong hopes W

good duct. B. went to reside again with his grand-parents who,
though poor, appear to be orderly people. We gave him temporary
relief, and it was not long before he got into business; he appears
quite respectable, and we believe that he has made up his mind to
live by honest industry. We think he is a reformed man.

E. J. N., about twenty-three years old, a native of Baltimore, was
accused of larceny, of which he was convicted and sentenced 1o an
imprisonment of thirty days in Brooklyn jail and to pay a fine of one
hundred dollars. He was unable to pay the fine, and after a confine-
ment of six months he was pardoned by the President of the United
States. A short time after his release he went to Baltimore, but his
friends would not receive him or afford him any assistance. He re-
turned to this city depressed and disheartened, and called at this office
for aid and assistance. In the course of a few weeks a situation was
procured with a respectable mechanic, to learn his trade ; but he was
very destitute of clothing. We furnished him with some necessary
articles, as he was not receiving any compensation for several months,
He has now been in his present situation several months, and has con-
ducted with much propriety. His employer speaks of him in the
most respectful terms ; and I think there is good reason for believing
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he will yet make a respectable man. He denies guilt in the matter
of which he was chaiged, and there does certainly appear to be some
pretty good reason to fear he has suffered innocently.

S. P. P., a native of this State, about forty years old, was convicted
in Schenectady of perjury, and sentenced to Mount Pleasant State
prison for the term of four years and six months. He was discharged
by the expiration of his sentence in the 9th month,1846. He brought
with him to this office testimonials of good conduct from several
officers of the prison, who strongly recommended him to the atten-
tion of this committee. P.informed us that previous to his imprison-
ment he had followed pedling, and said he could make a living by
the same business if he had 2 trifle to commence with. We procured
boarding for him for a short time, and lent him a small sum of money.
He soon commenced his old business, in which he succeeded very
well. After the lapse of a few months he married a respectable
woman possessed of a little property. He frequently calls upon us,
looks well, and says he is doing a prosperous business, and has every

appearance of having formed a determination to acquire a livelihood
by honest industry. He is not only getting a comfortable living for
himself, but so extensive has his business operations become, that he
has engaged several persons who, like himself, had been sojourners
in Sing Sing, to assist him, and it is with much satisfaction that we
are able to say, that they have proved themselves worthy of the con-
fidence placed in them.

F. 0., a native of London, about twenty-four years old, was con-
victed in this city of grand larceny, and sent to Sing Sing for two
years ; that term expired, and he was discharged in the 12th month,
1847. The keeper says, “ He has been a good faithful convict—he
is a good shoemaker, and wishes the Association to aid him in obtain-
ing employment.” Being entirely destitute, having none to call
upon for advice or assistance, we procured board for him, and ina
short time he got business and we furnished him with tools. He
appears to be sober and industrious, and has called several timesat
the office, and says he shall continue todo so, for he don’t know what
'would have become of him without our assistance,

W. M., a young man, a native of this State, when about nineteen
years old, was convicted of burglary, and sent to Sing Sing for two
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years ; upon the expiration of that term he called upon us,we furnish-
ed him with some pecuniary aid, and in a short time he procured
employment at house painting.  From the time of his release (3d
month, 19th, 1847,) to the present, he has applied himself diligently
to business, is temperate, and there is good reason for believing that
he is a reformed man.

1848—4th mo. 8,.—J. M ; @ native of this city, about thirty
years old, was convicted of larceny in Philadelphia, and sentenced to
the Eastern Penitentiary for three years—at the expiration of his sen-
tence he was discharged—was at liberty about eleven months, when
he was convicted of a like offence in the State of Massachusetts, and
sent to the State Prison for two years. At the end of that term he
came to this city where he married. He professed a determination
to reform, and appearing to be sincere we gave him some pecuniary
assistance, he received it gratefully, and we are informed that he has
conducted well ever since he was last discharged, and supports his
family by honest industry. v

1848—10 mo.—H. Q — , about thirty-eight years old, has served
twenty years and six months in our State prisons on convictions ; he
was about sixteex years old when convicted the first time.  He says
his treatment while in prison was very severe, in consequence of
which h.e indulged a revengeful disposition and manifested it by
depredating upon the property of the citizens whenever opportunity
oﬂ'?red. During his last imprisonment in Auburn he was brought to
serious reflection, and as he expressed himself, finding by sad expe-
rlence, that the way of the transgressor is hard, he made up his mind
terndeavor to reform his manner of life—he thought his usage in
Prison was unnecessarily severe and cruel, but believing it better to
SUffeF wrong than to do wrong, he became willing to submit his case
to Him who will render Justice and judgment to all according to their
works. Upon his discharge the last term, he called upon us and ex-
pressed a determination to maintain himself by honest industry. We
3ldvanoed him a small sum to commence business and became respon-
sible for a small amount of goods which he got on credit. He mani-
f.ested tuch talent for the business in which he engaged, and in a
little time paid for the articles he had procured on our acc:)u.nt and
teturned the amount we had lent him. He has now been at li’bert

[Assembly No. 243.] 12 Y
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more than a year, during all that time his conduct has been unexcep-
tionable, and we confidently believe he is a reforméd man.

1847, 7 mo.—W. K —, about forty-one years of age, a native of
this State, has been in Mount Pleasant State Prison twenty years, and
was discharged the last time in the 7th mo., 1847. He called upon
us soon after his release, and brought a few lines from the keeper,
which says, ““I cheerfully recommend him to the favor of your soci-

He had learned stone cutting in prison, and was desirous of

ety
In view

following that business, and we furnished him with tools.
of his former life his case seemed discouraging, but upon conversing
with him we thought that there was reason to hope that he had
formed a determination to amend his ways. Upon being furnished
with tools, he remarked, “If I had found such friends when I was
first discharged from prison, I should not have been there a second
time.” He has now been at liberty about a year and a half, and
during that time he has been industriously employed. He resides in
a respectable family and they speak well of him. He frequently
calls to see us.

1847,7 mo.—B. O , a native of England, about twenty-four
years old, was a confidential clerk in a mercantile house in Maiden
Lane at two dollars and fifty cents a week ; this sum merely paid
for his board, and becoming indebted for other necessaries, he was
induced to fill up a check which was left with him, (signed by S. P.
S., the proprietor of the store in their business,) to be filled up and
used as occasion might require ; in this way he drew from one of the
banks in this city two hundred and sixty dollars, with which he went
to Charleston, S. C., where he had some friends—his employer pur-
sued and arrested him. O , with the aid of his friends there,
made up the two hundred and sixty dollars and handed it to S. P. S.,
from whom it had been taken, with one hundred dollars for his ex-
penses in going to Charleston. S, P. S, advised O to return
with him to this city, promising to procure employment for him; he
did so, and on his arrival here he was immediately arrested, tried,
and convicted of forgery in the 3rd degree, and sent to Sing Sing for
two years. Upon his release he called upon us with a few lines from
the warden, saying that “he conducted well while in prison.” He
is also strongly recommended to our favoiable notice by John Gra-
ham and R. D. Holmes, attornies at law. He is an intelligent young
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E:em;1 ar‘xd a situation has been obtained for him with a respectable
chanic, where he has been about six morths, and has conducted so

as to conciliate the friendship of his empl, all those that be~
s
t: c liate t f dhp mployer and

REPEI_{T OF THE FEMALE DEPARTMENT, DECEMBER, 1848.
e e o TR

,-;e?:od;tz of examining into the doings of the past year with a
Téparing our annual report, has b i i
’ u , een productive, this y
of mingled feelings of satisfaction and regret. g ossible et
;(:r:ixll!(tyt&vdthat. Iiome(hing has been accomplished, perhaps we may be
itted without undue self-comnp). i i
! i placency, to claim that it would
:Caxe‘behen difficult to do more with the means afforded us. But so
an :
Sncriﬁy as been our supply of funds, that extra personal exertion and
e :(e) on tth.e pa]r]t oI; some of the members lave been necessary in
sustain the Home in a position of '
usefulness.  Qur ca
o ; ina X use
m:gx;nnotsy et to have acquired its due importance in the public esti-
" . u ome benevolent people look upon it as a romantic enter-
};; se. ) laving themselves come to the conclusion that a woman who
h:rsds? mt;;ted to the deg_radation of imprisonment is incurable, it is
o or them to sy.mpathxze with those who think otherwise. (’)(hem
‘eo at the. immensity of the work and shake their heads at our at-
. m(;:tdas visionary, because it is so puny in comparison with what is
ee i
. gt.h There are 'those again, who disapprove of any attempt to
., efit t] e‘female prisoner, on the strange ground that we are offer-
dga premium on crime ! « Woyld you,” say they, « offer an in-
u .
cement to the commission of offences against the laws, by opening
o have qualified themsely
r t ves to take ad-
an::zge olf your assistance by becoming inmates of a prison 77 Still
dreade:] class object to any course which shall make the prison less
ed ; on the supposition that such interference has the effect at

once of lessening the terrors of
‘ the law, and itigati j
Punishment of crime. ’ o et the e

It is impossible not

, Without entering into elaborate dis
o .
cor}:;;, the.zea;ll we feel in the work we have undertaken, and our
ence in the substantial benevolen j ;
i ce of these object
i jectors, prompt
o offer in few words an answer to each class. To those ,wl;m c:ll

quIsILions, our experience, our
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b volent en-
us romantic, we must first be allowed to say that ]i.'e;\lvel';zr:ance e
X i 1 t ali B
i i Hish world withous
ises are begun in'this se ) : v
:ril;rbecause women are more liberally endowed with ?;::11:9 Emms
under this name, that they originate so many of th; Cha;l ey
f the day, and not only originate them, but keep t er;ll P, ey
Othem thm\;gh triumphantly, by no kitle Personalfsacn c:r.S st the
romance of this special effort, the experience of orxr ye: St
to show that it is at least founded upon reality ; since we o able to
o t to scores of cases, to spezk moderately, wherevsu P
! L
poo:vmd our endeavor to reform the female convict. ?‘ :ehre T
) . i e
cla<s of objectors to our annual repor&s{ partl({ularly o“lo“s g‘mtion
cea-r and the last, where lists of cases, given with SCTEP ons cauion
:gainst our statement, will show the grounds of our hopi
ture. - b
To those who ook upon the greatness of the work as a rea:'e e
¢ 1 nsur:
not undertaking it, we can but say,ng:{e usdmeiat;st;t;n:;r;z;emﬁm "
i y it f God, and w
ve will engage, by the blessing o ¢ ; € on o
by ‘:‘e]luwgc::;ens, o to reduce this mountain of difficulty, t
our 2

i i to look
Jeast aspiring and least hopeful philanthropist shall be able to lool
g

1 i 1 r countr,
7 over it, aud encouraged to attempt its entlu-e redu;h(;n;va;zuof o 013
in cri ared with the crowde

is as yet young in crime comp rys of the o
wor]d}, the intelligent deputy-governor o.f Nes]\;gat; [:osjm“h o
number that there was nothing that the city of Lon o 20 mch neet”
ed as an institution like ours, begglr{g at the same tim Tor such s
istics and accounts of our undertaking and our succes-s, b
:S d aid to those who were disposed to attempt s(l)me.lhmg o e e
!:'rd for that overgrown capital. The only instltu;non olf this nawe

" in Eng 1 ble to Jearn

: have been able .
i land at present; as far as we iy
;n E:%; b prifate benevolence, female benevolence., at S::};eahh
l;)m;] nezr London. Miss Burdett Coutts, whose uimen e

sabres b : i ithout the necess
i to do good, wi

her to gratify her desire . cesity o
enab‘elﬁn to thi public for aid, has the honor of being the Sion;é m,a!e
;PP: lE%: land is concerned, in the attempt to reform : emensﬂy
o t affar her discharge. Even the scemingly hopeléss im e

1C1 S - P .
c?n;ondon has not deterred her from making a begm::;ngt bi s

. obviously wise and kind.  May her enterprise be blest,

50
its success inspire others !

- o hate
We come now to the idea that, by aiding onll)]' those vi:hv? .
ing i t the
been imprisoned, we are offering ind to
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erime.  If we had not heard this objection seriously urgeq by those
whot we were hound to respect, we could hardly have believed jt
would have suggested itself to any reader of the New Testament ;
but perhaps there are those who interpret the divine command (to
visit the prisoner) so literally, that they consider the duty at an epd
as soon as the prisoner is discharged, even though he be thep ip a
position where, without efficient and peculiar aid, he must return to
crime or die of starvation ! We cannot consider him in the light of
an ordinary claimant upon charity, and content ourselves with supply-
ing his present need. Without employment, he must stea] or coun-
terfeit again ; withoyt reformation, he wil] inevitably return to the
haunts of ruin, for nobody will employ or trust him unless some
responsibility intervenes, such as it is the object of the Prison Associa-
tion to offer.  Further than this : each benevolent soclety must place
limits upon its operations. The Asylum for the Blind wil] not receive
the deaf and dumb, though they may be equally unfortunate. The
Orphan House does not open its doors to the disabled sailor. The
remark which has been the special object of our
efforts, and the offers of our Home, apply equally wel] to any other
charity, and would equally put an end 10 a1l charity. According to
these ingenious objectors, every institution should admit all classes of
unfortunates ; and al] System and order, all apportionment of means,
all provision for the infinitely various tastes and turns of mingd of
those who undertake the care of the unfortunate, would be abolished
and rendered useless, "The object and effect of charitable institutions
is 10 meliorate the woes that already exist; to take up the unfortu-~
nate or degraded classes of society, and endeavor to aid them and to
make them better; and to create classes who shall be fit recipients
of their beneficence We might challenge any one to show that a
single individual had ever committed 4 crime in order to secure aid
from the Prison Association.  The class with which we have to do
are not so fond of {he restraints of order an good morals as to lay
plans for enjoying our protection.  Those who have no desire o
reform do not come tous; and those whose desire to reform melts
away before temptation, are always in great haste to be 1id of ys.
hose who remnain, are always those who are willing to try, at least.

We come now to the notion that to assist the




182 [AssEmery

i i rime, and
trust, with their concomitants of starvation, misery, new }C, i ,aid-
n(i’nual re-commitment. We contend, and can prove, tha ﬁy o

i : ) ini rmi
ing the discharged convict in obtaining emyloymeml, ar;d'ucs(iri)re ang
i s of justice,
i i t, we are abetting the end
his resolution of amendment, t ‘ Justice
saving the country the expense of a ¢ontinued prison residenc

iti i ssocia-
It is thus we arrive at the legitimate office of the Prfson A:s ?
. i victs in particular.
i for discharged female convic '
tion, and of the home c pricts n particular
i i vate benevolence befor
security required by priva : e
t_Ahn }tlhed of Cli‘istian love and pity to the returning wanderer; 115 ;
e han: | ; !
fered by an institution where time and opporturluty ar.etaff(;{n;«geni
insi i ter of the discharged convict.
le insight into the charac h o B
Z:;ll)condifon, her turn of mind, her capacity fox:r ]useful'netss, e!x; g
1 11 tested here. he quiet regu
ility, her desire to reform, are al L ety
c‘f[ y\’vell-ordered home is brought to bear upon her emfulc habi n,
. at ss and industry take the place of the drsorderly. idleness }
ne; 3 " ”
1:ve\jich she has been reared ; rules press upon her,h ;x:lotwtes :?'r; :)he
i out, wi
3 ts for good behaviour are hel s
fered her ; encouragemen ! y u with e
i i fuse to submit to due restraiat.
inty of discharge if she re 4 i i "
f:e‘.tall‘:c‘h)e;ticzdly on her good behavior ; for as her stay is fnt};ﬁly vol
e iti 1 ity le and willingness
¢ dition being conformity to ru
untary, the only con " he and willingnen
lled up, and she begin:
her sense of honor is ca y ’
wf labo;; a power within her. Let those who know that fallen o?le[,
sue . . . .
¥ fu ale convict, only by bearsay and prejudice, smile, if they' will,
u‘ethfzsmex ression of ours.  We, who have had ample opportunity to
. dlh T lf)eart for ourselves, know that even in that dark recess t.h.er:
"ea(’llea spark of what well deserves the name of.honor ; something
1shs' lh wifh culture and happy influences, may, in no smal.l pmplor—
& " ,f instances, prove to be the germ of something still be.t er.
o o'ndeed has it yet been our lot to encounter, who were destitute
Fe:;’ : rour;d of hope. In few is a desire to be respected, or evena
S . . . ~
?f \'\xi if womanly pride, entirely extinguished. F ar from learmng
teethirgc worse of these unhappy creatures by frequent intercourse an
(l’ose observation, the more we see of them, the more ;;'e fcefl elr.lc;u;f
. the } i begin by a feelin,
i toration.  They often beg i
ed in the labor of res ¢ 8
Zigstrust towards us still greater than ours towards them}.] ;I‘hetyfa'101
i ip ; y v t the leas
H i ity of our friendship ; they have no
believe in the reality of ship e oy
in disi lence. 1t is singular to see
in disinterested benevo. i . cenly they
1 long it takes, in some cases,
for our motives, and how : : -
:? tctl;neir confidence. But when once they are convinced ; when th
in 3
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suspicion of sinister design, which is but {
happy lives, is dispelled, how quickly
false pride melt away ! When they once believe that we are come
to meet them, as woman to woman, in the sole hope of doing them
good, their hearts are touched at once; and even though evil habit,
and hereditary ill-tendency, and the hankering after well-remembered

he reflex of tneir own un-
does their cunning reserve and

The direct and immediate
performed at the Home oq {
we could desire, although some of
marks of sensibility to religious influ
the Home is bardly long enough to allow us to eXpect any great im-

brovement in this respect, when we consider that the w.
of their lives has run counter to

the women evince occasionally,
ence.  The time of their stay at

hole current

the new set of ideas and feelings
which it is the object of preaching

g to implant and cultivate, It is
difficult to engraft a spirit of humility cn a habit of defiance ; a sen-
timent of reverence to God, a mind whose undisciplined impul-
ses have nev

that, in some cases at least, the word does not return void, b
plishes that whereto jt was sent.

those whose benevolence prompts the;
the Home are peculiarly fitted for the
thy and godly zeal, and by a power of
tion (o the rude and dark minds for w

ut accom-
We are happy to believe that
m to offer religious services at
work, both by human sympa-
Jjudicious adaptation. of instruc-
hich it is intended.

Thus far we have spoken in re
against our enterprise in its general
few words as to our own
ent,

ply to objections sincerely.urged

character,

practical portion of it
When we would attempt to plead for t
e ready to ask a feather from an angel’
acceptable a subject in itself so little atf
gain the attention and sympathy of thos

We must now say a
~—1the female depart-
he female convict, we
Swing! How else render
tractive 7 How expect to
e Who, having never been
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tempted to quit the beaten path of rectitude, find it hard to believe
that the poor, disgraced wanderer, to whom a prison atmosphere is
almost natural, and the society of felons wholly cungenial, is still a
woman and a sister? We might indeed count largely upon the im-
pulsive benevolence natural to most buman hearts, if nothing inter-
vened to check its flow; but society has, by general consent, fixed a
limit beyond which benevolence is not expected to extend. Igno-
rance, and want, and sorrow, and temptation, are legitimate calls
upon Christian sympathy, up to a certain point; if they lead to the
prison door, all obligation ceases. “ All ye who enter here bid Hope
farewell 1”” might be the inscription over the entrance to all our female
prisons.  As far as society at large is concerned, they are, in truth,
oubliettes; not, indeed, furnished with instruments of physical torture,
like those dens of the middle ages, but, like them, places in which to
be forgotten, lost ;. stricken from the rolls of humanity; given over
to perdition without a struggle or an effort. By some strange fallacy
of social arbitration, a man who outrages all laws, divine and human,
is still a subject of hope ; he may serve out the dreary years of his
prison life, and enter upon a new one afterwards, with fresh oppor-
tunities and unbroken spirit. 'Why should it be so different in the
case of woman? We concede that even a comparatively small fault
shows hideous in the female character; this feeling is a spontaneous
testimony (let the seeming arrogance be pardoned!) to the superior
goodness of the sex. But when a woman, unsexed by baneful early
influences, or led astray more through weak virtue than through in-
tentional wickedness, is drawn into crime by the example or decep-
tion of those she loves, and falls so low as to bring herself under the
condemnation of the Jaw of the land, has she rightfully cast hersel
off from all claim on human brotherhood? Punishments allotted to
ordinary offences are usually of limited duration; is that of woman to
be considered as always extending to the term of their natural lives?
If the Jaw is satisfied with incarceration for one or two or five years,
is it the duty of society to superadd banishment for life? TForbid it
justice! forbid it, humanity! forbid it, that secret sense of ill-desert,
Vying deep in the heart of every one of us, in view of our accounta-
bility to God, and our dependence on his mercy!

We should be disposed to view the determined exclusion of the
female convict from the ordinary sympathies of the world as unmiti-
gated and unjustifiable cruelty, if we looked upon it in the abstracty
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dsi . .
;nuc Zxrzgi)e( as tz; quest:lon with regard to society at large. But aft
Tvation and experience in the | that,
g ! matter, we are a
sir(;;t:lcablly, almost Insuperable difficulties rise up, in the paty;'xar; tbgt’
s 2 of indi-
i s when it would step forw: i
o ; u P torward to the rel
Chacrai:gexzhfemfile prisoner.  Without more opportunity folrez{oﬁ e
shar er than is p})ssxble 'n most cases, the risk of receivin, in‘: ytl:)f
for g}rfeztwtomankthh the prison atmosphere still thick aboug: bez ‘f
e 0 as] _of any but Howards and Sarah Martins ; and e',veL
! ! n
Conﬁne;:j {Ze?r :;mts in this great crusade against inhum;n neglect.
o imiolaflr; orts to the melioration of the Pprisoner’s fate, kegpiz‘: ;
€ the sanctity of their own h i Y o
i ! c T 0wn homes, and leaving th
ano;;]e th?se w?o outlived the prison horrors, to be prcvi!ede grﬂ‘:l’
T class of philanthropists. Ey A
ot s TOPIStS. - Liven they would have been st
hzrwe[:lr?pos‘ltxon to receive into their families the objects ;fa:}tlle'd
4 wspired care.  This fias been done, again and again, h, n
» here in

our own land, our own o
ty, by tt 7
blazoned to the world ; but i{’is it e v oo decds ar

needs indeed a portion of the Ma

‘ € never
what we can ask of very few. Onpe

S e
ster’s spirit, and of the zeal of Peter

4 and
IT313 g
sire or willingness for reformation to

Secure the unhapp enitent from r ns of Tty.
Y penit T he firs
thy t f the first temptations of libe; ty.

*

Wholly incapable of Pprolonged attention
ceptible of much good from short, easy, "
ind though too generally unused t,

the women are Yet sus-
and affectionate discourses 3
’

k O any attempt to lift y the heart
y p ft p
m prayer, it is certain that they are not incapable of Joining in some

degree in the devotion of others in si i
: : 5 offered in simplici

5‘1::3 :i}::,m:; ofhthe exercises of th.e Home is CI;anl:zt::;db;az};;”:isss_‘
- gOOd,wor;vo;?m,ralfd to all {n?nds who kindly lend thejr aid in
e relig; tr}xctlon among us; we would take this
e f);amrexpirpess our gratitude.  Without such assistance, an
e et t: l:i our effort t? reclaim the lost would be want;n H
o nder our especial acknowledgments to the R %’
ng, who holds a Bible class at the Home regularly on ?I“,l.xes:

day evenings, much to the satisfac: 1on, and, we haye reason to ho;
ngs, satisfact;
y 3 h pe,
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years past; she is a quiet, orderly person, much esteemed in the fam-

ily, and exceedingly neat and capable.

M. M was brought to the Home by a member of th.e Comfmtr—1
tee, who found her in the street in great distress, she ‘n;vmg ;m‘;we
the < 1 d being in search of her relations.
in the city a few days previous, an i A
lI\II‘I S‘—)—' was untiring in her efforts to assist her, to _the great joy oi;
bo;h parties. She 1eft the Home after expressing, in the stronges!
terms, her gratitude for favors received.

Thirteen women have been sent from the Home to t}Te Statelof
Copnecticut. Two of this number have returned (0 the city, onlei mt—
. : i ble in intellect,
i ther; the other, being fee c
disposed,and gone to her mother ; th e
d to a family. She was guity
could not be recommende . S o
ieti idering her past life, it was deemed
roprieties, and, considering : °
:en}:l her t:) the Philadelphia Magdalen, where she r?mallns and csolr:e
ducts herself to the satisfaction of those who have h.er in ¢! lmrge‘ e
is a native of Pennsylvania, and was in Sing Sing prison severd
years.
B. 8—, from Blackwell’s Island, has been one of our most holile«
. ’She was several times committed to the Island, and finally
¢ Yome, where she remained several months,
then went to a place in Flushing. After six months she returned ‘0;0
i e W -ed to her in New-York, where st
again, when a home was securced : o e
“sndiacte:l herself well for ten months, but her health being dfz]hca;:
:Ze was advised to take 2 place in the country,in &h‘e family o :
Jergyman. She bas done remarkably well 3 the fam.lly are m\;cer
:tta%\ied to her, and she to them, and they have prevailed upon b
to go to Michigan, where they reside.

less cases.
became an inmate of th

ication
W. E——,a native of England, 28 years of age, made applicatt

1o be received into the Home. She was miserably clad and in adstallf
0 g : .
of desperation went to {he Tombs and asked to belclom‘;lmtjM ishe
i ly child to Randa!ls Island.
months, first sending her on Rar : "
ex; irati’on of her sentence she made application and was »recexve: ae
thf Home, and in a week was sent to a place in Connecticut, W e{s
she is con;i(lered invaluzble. The gentleman with whom she lllvesl
1 o’ 1 exr
proprietor of a Cotton Factory, owning 2 T0W of }muses bx;; t
ressly for those in his employment ; and so \ndustnous.was -——;
'Shat the lady had commenced preparations for her keeping house
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one of these cottages. She was to be employed in the factory and
to have her child. She came to the city, visited Randall’s Island,
and learned the sad news of her child’s death. She grieved deeply
but with a strength of mind unlooked for in one in her circumstances,
she lifted herself up and decided to return to her good home and kind
protectors, where she remains, giving great satisfaction. The gen-

tleman has visited the Home within a few weeks and made a donation
of two dollars.

With the two exceptions alluded 1o, we might give an interesting
and encouraging account of all who have gone into the State of Con-
necticut, but perhaps it would occupy more time in the reading than
would be desirable. 'We will add, however, that one has been in
her place nearly two years, and bears an excellent character ; an-
other nine months ; another eight, and several from four to six
months, all satisfied and giving satisfaction.

H. M. , has been living on Long Tsland and in the same place
nearly three years; the family where she resides considering her a
prize. She had been in habits of intoxication and worse for years ;
bad been on Blackwell’s Tsland many times, and it has been re-

marked by those who know her, that she has undergone a most re-
markable change.

H A , @ notorious  drinker, spending much of her time on
Blackwell’s Island by means of repeated commitments; when first
received but little hope was entertained even by the most sanguine
that she could be restored to a better life. She has been three years
under care, during that time she has been mostly employed at gene-
nl housework, and at one time left $15 of her money in charge of
the Matron of the Home. She has called several times to report
berself as doing well, and often expresses her gratitude to those who
have befriended her. Her employers give her an excellent charac-
ter; and the same might be said of several others.

N. A——, tailoress, residing on Long Island, was committed to
the Tombs because she was so much behind hand in paying her
board, having found it impossible to earn enough to raise the amount.
She had taken work, and upon being pressed for her board, was in-
duced to put the work in pawn, expecting a brother from Philadel:
phia, who she believed would redeem it. He did not, however,
urrive at the expected time, and her employer calling for the work
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an'd failing to receive it, had her committed. She was re;on::e:i;i
to the Home by Miss Foster, Matron at lhl? Tomb;,]::rn u'crhe Wm];
and is in a place where the fz:milly speak highly o .

was restored to the owner by paying the pawn.

A number of letters frem employers and inmates of the Home are
hbere presented.
December 4th.

To

ar Madam :
At]t)hee :equest of W. A. , Ewritetoyou, and enclose one dollar, the

s S e et
€8s a

i e bl

e e

l::lzleo:f;;)lii;tioj: to I)s';)u in lh; Spring, if not before. A wishes

. - Kind-
to express her gratitude to yourself, Miss W., and Miss F., for ki
nesses received.

X K K K KK

From the women themselves we frequently receive let}ters?nani}v }\:at:
shall present a few passages extracted for the sake of shewing
their state of feeling usually is.
August 1st.
ar Madam : )
M)I(nbsccordanue with your request, [ wish.to inform you tuf : f;v;
particulars in regard to myse]l}'; tI4me7t1w;zhmalnﬂj:cl;:;nI ]th o
j nd arrived here at about 4 ¢’cloc
JH‘)z::.y, Ia‘am very well satisfied with my place, and have p;rc::iz:
a new dress, bonnet, and gloves, so that I am able. to auer(; mCos{ "
every Sabbath. All my own relations are .Methodlsts, a:mn"wml .
them professors in that connection ; and it seemed ruosh };5 e
me to go where I was accustomed to go. My. %ze;lt T
very good since I came here, with one or two shgd e:(o S};yyou
Enclosed you will find a letter which you were 5o g0o ai wy
would send to my brother-in-law. I hope it will not mal Z )tfor o
much trouble. T shall be very grateful, not only for this, but
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your other kindness. Mrs. C—_ desires me to present her Trespects
to you, and say that you could not have sent her one who more
nearly answers her wishes,

* Kk ok %o

September 22ad.
Dear friends ;

Tam glad that you were all well when Mrs. —— wrote to me, I
got the letter this morning, and I got my trunk this evening, and [
am very much obliged to Mrs, ——. The lady T live with has been
very sick, but is getting better ; and both she and the gentleman
have given me presents. The lady is going to New York next Mon-
day, and she will bring the Bible to me if You can send it to No. 34
~— street.  Another Iady here wishes a girl from the Home, but
does not want a Catholic, because there js no Catholic church here.
She is a nice good lady.  Give my love to all at the Hall.

* K K X % %
Dear Miss:

I take this opportunity to let you know that my health continues
good, and that I received a few lines from the Home dated April 16th
telling me that my daughter was then in very good health and hap-
py. * * * * * Ilike my place very well, and
they seem to like me, and are well satisfied with my work. I am
sorry M— did not go to Mrs——— she would have an excellent place,
and Mrs—_ says she would be glad to have her and do what is right
for her . * * * * This is a lovely place here;
there is a lovely landscape before me; and this is a blessed sabbath
afternoon.  As'T look out upon the green hills, T feel happy. Sun-
day is a day of rest o me. * * * * This is an ex-
cellent family from the oldest to the youngest member of it. Work
80es on regular, and there is no burry, scurry all the time, and since
the house cleaning is over I cannot complain of hard work. When
my work is done I can rest myself, and it encourages me when I see
them al) satisfied with me. * * * * I dont forget
that you have been my steady kind friend for two years. * *

* * * *

Dean Miss W+ ey 12.

I got here very safe, and T am well and very contented. T like
the place and the folks very much. Itis a beautiful place, I have
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had a very bad thumb for two weeks, I thought I must lose it in spite

of all T could doj but it is better now, so that I can go to work again.
* * * * I feel uneasy till I hear from you.

and tell Mrs—— I am very thank-

I desire my love to all at the
*

Give my love to and
ful for the place she has given me.
Home. * * * * *

June 2d.
My pEAR, coop, KiND FrIEND Miss W:

1 take this opportunity of writing to you, hoping to find you in good
health, as T am present. T got the few lines that you were so kind
as to write me. You told me not to be uneasy to come down to
New-York; I do not think of going down till next Spring. T try to
make myself content and happy with my lot. I have plenty of hard
work here, and plenty to eat and drink of the best, and a good bed to
rest on, and no one to fret or scold me ; and so you see Miss W—1
sing and work and pass away the time. You often said there was
not a lazy hair on my head ; and indeed hard work is no trouble to
me when no body worries me. T shall try and do all in my power
to please you and the ladies. * * * * Give my
love to and and tell them 1 wish they all had as comforta-
ble a placeas I have got. But as Miss—— said, the first thing is
getting a place, and the next is the keeping of it, and that is what I
try to do. hd * * Tell Mr. Hopper if he could get that
money from it might go, for the benefit of the Home, for
it is too bad to leave it in his hands when I had earnt it so hard. Tt
is four dollars and 2 half. * * * * * *

July 19.

T had intended writing before this, but have put it off from week
toweek. * * * * My and Mrs. L. were here a few evenings
since, and wished Mr. T. to write to the Home for help. Mr. T.
says it is an excellent place for a girl, and T hope you will send
them a good one. It is a good place for girls. 8. B.is well ; Isee
her often ; she lives next house tome. * * * * Mrs. T. made
me & present of a nice bible on the 4th of July. * * * * wish
to thank the ladies for their kindness to me, which I shall not for-

et' * % * *

(From the Rosini.)
Philadelphia, D ec. 3d.
Dran Frueno—
With unfeigned gratitude I write a few imperfect lines to you, and

to all for your kindness to me. I am quite happy here. My bodily
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wants are sup[ilied with kindness, and my spiritual wants cared for.
;I‘rr:‘:gl:lfze )l;mdness of you T was snatched as a brand from the ﬁre:
L6050 0 g e, and e s e 7 i,
~ch, a months I am fr i
vest making. My health is good at present l:ncie;‘amllji;n ]ea:m;)g
you know that Margaret is well. * » » ,By my good l?Pl'y or T
h‘npe to repay you. Y know fhat is all you re u)i’rg a lel]la‘;wrI
give for all your kindness to me., Tell Mr. ~q— I’\xviﬁ(t: to C::
me to be a good Christian. y" *
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Miss Mavor,
Miss Ingalls,
Miss M. Sedgwick,
Miss Hannah Underhill,
Miss Mary S. Underhill,
Miss Elizabeth Manning,
Miss Susan Day,
Miss Mary L. Lynes,
Miss Amy Hawkshurst.

Advisory Committee.
Isaa4 .;?hln{\VA Edmonds, John Duer, Eeq.,
c T,
Py Rezg?eEr;q. John D. Russ, M. D,
Physician to < The Home.”
Jostan Horper, M. D.
Matron.

Saran H. Woop.
IAssembly, No. 243.] 13
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‘Whole number received into the Home from its commencement in Amount brought f
1845, to the 1st January, 1849, was 445, viz: In 1845, 107; in | Proceeds of icti orward,
1846, 126 ; in 1847, 99, and in 1848, 123. The following table Abby I, Gg)b re presented
shows, as far as is known, their disposition : ham, ... ons, purchased

by a friend, and through

by Mr. Augustus Gra-
N 20 00
109 82

1848. | Total.

57 ' | §16987 81

Yound situations for, 66
Returned to their friends,. . .. T Provi N
“  to evil courses, . cee] .. ] 14 rovisons and fuel, .,
. . . 1
9
1

Clothing,

2
Left without permission
Sent to the Hospital,. .
Magdalen, ....
House of Refuge, . W . . 3
Tombs, (deranged,) . . Travelling expenses, ,
gcoloredI Home, P . Medicine, ., .,
osine Institution, Philadel.;; .. | .. 2 ;
Left to find places for themselves,.....| .. 2 f):é;rllgs, R N
Discharged for improper conduct, .....} .. . . T Russ, (loan,)
“ not being proper subj. f Postage and stationery,
Carpenter’s bill,

Hope Chapel, .........
Printing, advertising, &e.,
Concert,. ., ,
Moving, ..,

8

1

g f Working materials, , ,
Household articles, ,,

3 e

Remaining at present at the Home, 22.

1,693 81
TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE HOME. Balance on hand, ..., . N
$4 00

Receipts from January 1, 1848, fo January 1, 1849. Audited,
JOHN D. RUSS, M. D
ki o .

$624 00 JAMES S. GIBBONS.

126 00
126 00 DoNaTions v Casy.

...... [ .. Bu 3 ) ¢
Appropriation from the prison association, . . Mis. T g Jg:) &lfamhne M. Kirkland.
- E. C. Gould,

Part proceedé of charade party, ........ v Mrs. Bl
Beguest by the late Mrs. Margaret Martin, .....uev.s M, Be;?:wfownsend’

Concert, through the kindness of Mr. D. D. Griswold,. Several Ty ’d T

Lecture by Mr. L. F. A. Buckingham,...oovue.enn. M, anci:n s; (Trenton,)

Board, coer ittt i e it .. Mr., Eliby 'lzown‘se.x;(;; ..........

BHOVE) cvetveeiieiiiiciiie it ar e
Money returned by inmates, .vco ... Seereeanen . M: Laiy Mrs. T. £, Doremus.
. 1

Donations,
Subscriptions, . .

RL.and A. Staart, ...,

Amount carried forward,. .. o
1s. Banyer and Miss Ja
Y




Mr. Wx)]mm Watt,
Mr. E C. Gillelaw,..
Rlchardsm) Watson & Co .y
J. & J. Stuart,
Cameron & Brand,
Boiceau Busch,...
William Ingles & Co.
Cash, I. G.,......
A Friend,
Laurence, Trimble & Co.yvveieniineiiiacianiinnns
Beals, Bush & Co.,....... tessiacetaerans
By Mrs. Esther Mead.
Mr. G. W, Shields, cvecriercis-neaseneoanses
Mr. Bleecker, firm of Bleecker & Outhout, ...
Egleston & Battel,. ... .o cinane ..
Mr. Gerard Stuyvesant, .
Mr.
By Mrs. Emery.
Mr. Augustus Graham,
Mr. Jobn Grabam, (annual,)....
By Miss C. M. Sedgwick.
Mr. Gerrit Smith,
Mrs. Chambers,.cveveeniiiiiieenesecnnnans Ceeanse
A Friend,..oovnen creee
By Mrs. James Beatty.
A Friend, eeeaenee
A Friend,.veseeceriie i iinananaiains PSR ..
Mr. Dennis Harris,
Mr. Trusk,...

By Mrs. Freeman Hunt.
Mr. Freeman Hunt,. c..0.een.
Mr. Robert Dillon, ..
Mrs. Freeman Hunt,
Mir. B. Flanders, through Mrs. Freeman Hunt,
By Myrs. Abbey H. Gibbons.
M. Charles W. Wharton, (Philadelphia,} «voevuvevnns
Hon. John Duery. ceeivneiinesenensennessinenns .

No. 213]

By Isaac T. Hopper.
Miss Loring,

Mr. G. E. Baker, .
Mr. Cyrus Curtis, .

By Mrs. E. Hicks.
Three Friends,

Mrs. Manning,

By Amy Hawkshurst.
Mrs. Mary Trimble,
The Female Assocm(mn,

by Amy H'x\\kshursl and Han-
nah Underhill,

By Mrs. Mury S. Woeod.

By Miss Weod.
Mr. Fowler,
A Friend,.
Me. Hdmmcrim), through Dr. Bleeker
By Mr. Reed.
Mr. Hugh Dunn
Mr.Cmnl\hite

By one of the Committee.
M. Marcus Spring

Tae Grend Jur y of the (‘ourt of Scssions, by their foreman,
Sylvanus Gedney, through L T Hopper

i proceets of Mr. Buckingbam’s lecture was a donation

fram '\I Freeman Hunt. .

Jola 1’

Ty
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DONATIONS IN GOODS.
By Mrs. T. C. Doremus.

1 box of starch from Mr. Burkhalter ; needles, from Mr. Bates; 1
piece muslin and thread from Nelson & Grayden ; from Mr. T. C.
Doremus, $10, which were included in proceeds of lecture ; also, $10
in dry goods. From the Ladies’ Bible Society, 6 Bibles. Books for
the library from the Tract Society.

By Mys. Jas. Beatty.

1 diaphram filter from Mr. Gibson ; 1 bushel dried apples from
Barnes & Mackey ; 20 lbs. bacon, by Davis and Elliot ; 1 bag coffee
from Jas. Beatty & Co.; 8 pairs of shoes from Mr. Trask ; 6 pairs of
India rubbers from E. C. Buck ; 1 piece calico from E. B. Freeman.

By Mrs. C. M. Kirkland.

1 box of clothing from several friends ( Trenton, New-York) through
Mr. Guiteau.

1 box clothing.

By Miss Hawkshurst.
1 piece muslin from Mrs. Trimble ; 1 piece domestic muslin from

Migat & Conklin ; 1 piece Canton flannel from Miss Amy Hawks-

hurst.
By Mrs. Emery.
3 pieces muslin ; 1 piece red flannel from Mr. Augustus Graham.
By

From Mr. D. D. Howard, Irving House, 5 Turkeys; 1 Ham; &
large piece of corned beef ; 1 roasting beef, vegetables, and 1 barrel
of apples, and rice.

The New-York Tribune, through the kindness of Mr. H. Greely.
Several donations in cash and goods have been received, but not in
time for this report. They shall be acknowledged in the next.

Books and paper from S. S. & Wm. Wood.

Life Subscribers.
Mrs. David Codwise. ...

Mrs. Douglas Cruger
Mrs. Chas. E. Butler

Mrs. W. H. Emery

Subscribers’ Names.
Mrs. T. C. Doremus.... $2 00 Mrs. Manning
Mrs. Abbey H. Gibbons. 2 00 Mrs. More. .. .
Mrs. A. T. Stewart.... 2 00 Mrs, Alsop.aee.vueess
Mrs. Dan’l Y. Townsend 2 00 Mrs. Henry Sedgwick.. 2 00
Mrs. Cronkheit,,ve.... 200  Mrs. W. H. Emery.... 300

No. 243.]

Mrs. Alfred Hall

Miss Lynes

Mrs. Manning.....
Mrs. Edward Telfa

Mus, John Whiting.....
Mrs. Hannah Hopper.. .
Miss Robbins,

Mrs. Wm, C. Bryant,..
Mrs. Demming. ..

Mrs. Cooper -

Miss Curtis.

Mrs. Mead.

Mrs. F. W, Ed

Miss Sedgwick

Mrs. Flanders....

Mrs. Barston. ... .
Alrs. Cleveland . ... ....

Ms. Peter Taylor......
Mrs. O. Haggerty

Mrs. Augustus Wetmore
Mr. Cooper. 10
Miss Angeline

Mrs. Freeman Hunt....
Mrs. E Miichell.......
Miss Margaret Corlies. .
Mrs. Hannah Haydock..
Mrs. Stebbins

Mrs. Strong .. .82
Mrs. A. J. 1. Fitch., 2
Mrs. Chas. P. Clinch 2
Mrs. Anzelot Knight 2
Mr. John F. Mitchell., .
Chas. W. Wharton, Phil.

¥ Oty dvanced
S Llast year.

Subscriptions and Donations from 22d Dec., 1846, fo 1st Jan. 1848.

Bruse & Elliott.
Bridge, Jobn.
Broom, S
Bruce, George.
Bush,J.. ....
Bull, Wm. G..
Bussing, E. J..
Butler, B. I
Butler, C
Bussing, E.
Bowen, McNamee.

Allen, H.

Allen,J .

Alsop, J.

Angel, J. . o.n.
Astor, Wm. B,
Atterbury, S...
Austin, David. .
Baker, J. G. &
Bartlett, E.
Banyer, M. ......
Barrow, Thos. ...
Barclay, Anthony . .
Belmont, A . «
Benedict, A .. “
Beebee & Brothers “
Beach, E @

1) 0N
[SRGENRRS RS

w0

©
<
oo

020

—
OT OO Ut O ot Ot Ot en

L& Co..

Bloedgoed, Wm

Blunt, G. W

Boorman, R.

Bowne, Wm.

Brocks, Sidney .

Brown, James. .

Brown, Stewart.
Bronson, F

GO Gt O
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Coller, R. . W. & G..
Curtis, G.vvvvneevnnn
Chichester, Miss.
Collins, E. R. .

Coit, H. A..
Carwell,J...

Dawson, Wm. ...
Deming, Thomas
Demilts, Miss. ...
Delmonico « .o vae
De Rhum, W

oo OOt

00
(Y]
0G
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

-
S
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Depuyster, F.........$10 00

Dibbin, Richardson. . ...
Dillon, R Jeunuennnn
Dillon, Robert ....v0.n
Dinsmore, W.B. .. ...
Douglass, Wm....
Draper; S.coviiaeiene
Draper, Warren & Mon-
tard. .
Dugan, John S... .
Earle, Porter & Collins. .
Engs, P. W,
Easton, N. W

Flanders, B.....
Folger, B. W......
Foster, James, jun.
Fox, Livingston. ..
Fox & Polhemus.
Freeland,J........
Furniss, W. P....
Garner, I'..
Gallaudet, T, H.
Gebhard, T C.
Gordon & Talbot.
Goodhuc, James. .
Gourlie, J. H. ...
Graves, . B.....
Grecley, H... ...,
Gregory, D. S....
Grabam, J. B..
Grosevenor,S. ...

Griswoldy John.. . ...
Guilbert, C.......
Hale & Hallock.
Hall & Francis.
Hemersley, J.
HL..oo.oooiiiiia

Halsted, Wm. M......
Hadden, D., & Sons....

Hall, J. Lo,
Hall, M......
Haggerty, Ogden.
Hoadly, Phelps &

10 00
5 00
9 00
5 00
50 60
5 00

25 00
9 00
10 00
25 00
3 00
300
5 00
25 60
10 00
10 00
25 00
20 00
10 00
25 00
25 00
25 00
2 00
5 (00
10 00
15 00
5 00
10 €0
10 00
25 00
50 00

. 25 00
Grant & Rarton. ,....e

5 00
5 00
5 00

. 2000
.20 00

5 00
5 00
25 (0
20 00
10 00
500
5 00
10 G

Harmony,l’.,&:Nophews 25 00
Hendricks, Mrs. . .... 10 00

Hendricks, Miss. .o...0

5 00

No.213.]
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Herring, Silas C.......$25 00

RHicks, E........
Hilger & Co...
Hopkins, L.

How, B. W.,
Hubbard, J. W,
Hubbard, A....
Hunt, G

Hunts, Thowas.
Hurlbut, E. D.
JILA ...,

Johnson,J . ...

Johnson, H. ..

Johnston, John .

Jones, Jumes J

Jones, Walt

Jones, 8. T,

Jessup, H..ov L.

Kiefe, H..oooLL,

Kemble.. .

Kenveys & Sampson. ..

Keadvick, Davis & Co. .

Knapp & Shepard. .

Lawrenee, J. ..

Leads, Samuel.

Leonard, M G

Leupp, C. M.,

Long, Davenpor

Lord, Rufus L.

Lord, Haynes

Low, H. A.

Mecliride, James. . .

McCurdy,Aldrah & Spen-
[ .

Minturn, Robert B. ..

Morgan, HLR.......

Marris, Robert 1 ..

Mitchell, € F.L L L

Naylor & Co..

Nevins, R. H.

Newton, Joouu...,
Noble, John.
OConor, C.
Cikley, D., & Co.. ..
Oclrici & Kiuker. .., ..
Olyphant, D. W. C.....
Cothiout, John... .. ...

5 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
10 00
20 00

5 00
5 00

5 00

Oothout, Wm.........$1
Owen, T.....
Palmer,John J .
Parmly, J.......
Pell, ¥ ...

Pell, A...
Perkins, D.
Phalon,J........
Phelps, L. Dodge..
Polhemus, Jobn., .
Quincy, Delapum.
Ray, Robert.,
R. & Brothers.........
Rhinelander, Wm. C. .,
Riggs, Elisha.. .. ......
Rogers, Wm. C...
Roosevelt, C. & S,
Roosevelt, H

Russell, Wm. C ..

Sampson, Josepl
Sands, David

Schieffelin, $. B
Schieffelin, U.
Schermerhorn, P..
Schermerhorn, Miss., ...
Schragg, Koep & Co. .
Schuchardt, F
Sedgwick, Thomas.
Shagaray, W. D.,
Sheman, B. B.

Smith, E. ..

Spencer, W
Spencery, W,
Stevens, J
Suliivin,
Swift & Hur
Tappan, Loy
Telkaraph,’l

Thompsan, fols
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... 8100 Wetmore, P. M........ $5 00
2 00 Wetmore, C. & {H 5 00

o0 Wetmore, A. R.. .

Wheeler, E..oieanenen

‘White, W. A. & A. M.

‘White, T... .

White, Eli .

Whiting, A. .

Winslow, T. S.

Winslow, R. H...

Wight, Sturges T..

Wilson, C. & D. M

Wolfe,J. D,

‘Wolfe, Gillesp

Wood, William.

Woolsey, E. 8.

Wyeth, L. J... .

Zimmerman, J. C...

Thayer, Mroa.oeen
Titus, James H........
Townsend, S. Clarke... 10
Tweedy, E. B 10 O
Tweedy, Edmund.. ...
Underwood, J. A.

Van Nest, Abm

Van Nostrand, James. .. 25 €0
Van Reossellaer, J..... 5 00
Vermilye, Wm. M. 5 00
W. B.S..o.aenes 5 00
W. S .. 20 00
Walker, Joseph.. . .. 256 00
Walsh, Mallory & Co.. 10 00
Weeks & Co... .. 25 00
Wells, F. W . 10 00
Wesson, D.. 5 00
West, E.T.. 5 00

Miscellaneous.

New York Stock and Exchange Board, per C. Gould. ..., $100 00
Troy, (N. ¥.,)) received from friends, the balance to con-
itute the Rev. D. Beeman an honorary life member of
the Executive Committee.cveesveaesreronnsonenves
do do received in part, to constitute the Re
Andrews oo, cveevaseiraniraeosvnonannarsens
Poughkeepsie, (N. Y.,) received from friends, to constitute
the Rev, I G. Ludlow an honorary life member of Ex-
ecutive Committee
Waterbury, (Ct.,) do Rev. Mr. Elliott, do.
do do do Rev. J. 8. Clark, do..
do Rev Mr.Searles, do.. .
o o do received from J. Parlar. ..
Wallingford, do  do ¢ Atwater,Josh.

37 50
18 00

154 00
32 50
50 00

Meriden, do 39 00
d

15 00
Catskill, (N. Y.,) do Day, S.S.... $10 00
do do do 10 00

0 00
10 00

Albany, do Corning, E...
do d 10 00

do Prentiss, E. P.

Hudson, do Bronson, D..

do do do Cash....... .

do Folger,F.F..

do 2 young gents.

do Mitchell, M. .

do do Tobery,S. W.

do do VnDusen,HB

do do Collections in  Presbyterian
church, Columbiaville. vevsveanaeoroncanaesee
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Hudson, (N.Y.,) Collection in Baptist chur

do do do Fa&child, J.C%ICI.U.(].SOI!
Murdoch, C.......
Reed, Mrs.
Seymour & Co.,G. E.

do do do
do do do
do do do

10 00
10 00
10 60
5 00

Poug({ikeepsie, (N. Y.,) received from Emott, J
o do do « M. 25 00
)

Vassar, M.

Paterson (N. J.,) do
do do

7 do ;80

do do 4 e

o do 4o - 200
1

d
o do do Prime, Mr. 00

Subscripti i
riptions and Donations from 1st Jan'y 1848 fo 1st Jan'y, 1849,

Cash,........
13 .

oker, Herman. ,
qurman, R...
Bridge, John. ,
Brady, J. T.
Brevoort, J. Carson. ..
Bronson, Mrs. H :
Brown, James. . .
Brown, Stewart.
Brown, G. L...
Bruce, George
Burder, Wm .. ..
Bull, Wm. G.

urr, Edwin

ushnell, O.,
Butler, B, F, .

Camman & Whitehouse
Cary & Co... .n.e.h.o.u.s ?




Cauldwel, E...i. ...,
Chzuncey, H.
Chichester, May
Chixty, E. P
Collirs, E. K
Cotteratt, 1. F ..., ...
Davis, C...u L .
Dawson, B I
Delino, J Warren
Delmonico, P. AL
Dewmiliz, Miss. ..,
Denny, Themas
Dowminick,J W
Donaldson, Jum
Douglass, Wm .
Earley & Port

C.

Fear
Fiell, H. W ...,
Fisher, Wi .
Gallaudet, S,
Graham, J.
Green, J. C

G. P. & Co
G.D. P..
Hadden, D()
Haggerty, O,
HJII-IE,: F!?xm]s.

Halscy, Wm ..
Hart, Mrs. B. S,

Henilric

How, B. W,
How, C. W .
Howard & S
Howland &
Hubbard, A
Hunt, Thomas
Hunt, W. G,
Hunter,

Trvin, Richard.

Jay and si .
J.F.C... cerreen
Kemey & Sampson....

I
oS CrGio

25 00
5 00
2 00
25 )
50 00
10 00
5 00
10 00
10 €0
10 0O
20 €O
3 U0
2 0
10 CO
5 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
5 00
50 00
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Kemble, Wm.

Krnapp, Shepard......
Lathrop, F. J. & D...
Le Roy, Jacob, ...

Le Roy, Jacob R
Manning, R. H..
Martin, J. P..
Minturn, R. B

Milis, Mr....

Norrie, A, ..

Qukley, Wm, ¥
0.J.C .
Oectricks & Kiuger
Oleott,M Kessen &
Qothout James.
Oothout Win
Owen James
Pulmer, John .
Parmly, J.. .
Perkins, Denn .
Phelps, Dodge & Co..
Pratt, 4
Pritchiard,
Ray, Robert.
Rich, J.
Redow
Robe
Rogers, C. H...
Roosevelt,C V.,
Rooseveit, Mrs. J.....
Routh, H, L.. .
TRuggles, S.
Russel, W. C
Sampson, Josc
Sands, A. B.
PR & TR
n,S. B. & LA
Schieffelin, J. L
Schermerhorn, )
Schuschardt, F.......

o [
GO St T s & O Oy O

s

No. 243.]

Scribner & Co........
Smith, C............
Spring, M ..

Stagyr, Benj.

Stone, E ...

Storrs, J. H..,.
Sturges, Jona,,
Swarez,J. L

Suydam, James. .,

Swift & Hurlbut .
Talbot, Chas. N. ... ..
Townsend, C. E,
Titus, J. D..........
Townsend, Sayre Clark,
Tweedy, C.
Tweedy, E

Van Nest, Abm. ..

Walker, Joseph. ..

Walsh, Mallory & Co.,
H. .

1.
White, Sturges & Shaw.
Wilmerding, W. E
Willetts, Stephen

10 00
500
10 00
5 00
5 00
3 00
50 00
10 6O
10 00
10 00
25 00
5 00
3 00
10 00
10 00
10 60
25 00
50 00
10 00
10 00
3 00
25 00
10 00
25 00
25 CO
5 00
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Williams, R. G, .
Wilson & Co..
Winslow, R JI..,
Winthrop, B. R,
Waoolsey,

Woolf & Gl ves
Woodward & Cremwell
Waod, W

H
<o
888

—
HENND oS ;oo

Mitchell, M.
Reed,R..... . 100

Meriden, Conn.
Webb, Walter. .
Mrs. Cole. .

—

(=3 [=F =X~ (=3
SS3588 €88 g8sg

-
[=E==F-1
(=]

Total........ $2,581 00

Honorary Members of the Executive Commiltee, by payment of one
hundred dollars and upwards.

City of New-York.
Boorman, James.
Brown, James.
Crosby, W. B.
Delano, Jr., Warren.
inturn, R. B.
Parker, Charles,
Wood, William.

Life Members of the Association,

Troy, N. Y.
Rev. Dr. Beeman.
Hudson, N. Y.,
Rev. Mr. Darling.
Pokeepsie, N, Y.
Rev. H. G. Ludiow.
Meriden, Conn.
Rev. G. W. Perkins.

by payment of twenty-five dollars and

upwards.  Those marked (*) are deceased.

New-York.
Alsop, J. W,
Aspinwall, W. H.
Astor, W, B.
Austin, David,
Barclay, Anthony.

New-York.
Leupp, Chas. M.
Lord, Rufus L.
Lorrillard, Jr | Peter.
MeBride, Jas.

McCoun, W, T.




R

e

e

New-York.
Barrow, Thos.
Bartlett, Edward.
Belmont, August.
Benzon, E. L.
Blanco, R.
Brevoort, H.

idge, R.
Bridge, John.

Bronson, Mrs. Arthur.

Brooks, Sidney.
Broom, S.

Bruce, George.
Butler, B. F.
Chauncey, Henry.
Collins, E. K.
Curtiss, Cyrus.
Daly, Chas. P.
De Rham, H. C.
Douglas, Wm.
Duer, John.
Edmonds, John W.
Engs, P. W.
Field, P. H.
Field, H. W.
Fish, Hamilton.
Foster, Jr., James.
Freeland, J.
Furniss, W. P.
Garner, F.
Graham, J. B.
Gregory, D. S.
Green, J. C.
Grinnell, Henry.
Grosvenor, Jasper.
Halstead, Wm. M.
Hedges, Timothy.
Henich, J. E.
Herring, S. C.
Howland, G. G.
Howland, S. S.
Howland, Edgar W.
Hunt, Thomas,
Trvin, Richard.
Johaston, John.
Jones, James J.
Jones, Walter R.
YLangdon, Mrs.
Lewis, Samuel.
Le Roy, Jacob.
Le Roy, Jacob R.
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New-York.

Morgan, E. D.
*Murray, Lindley.
Morgan, M.
Nevins, R. H.
Newell, William.
Norris, A.
O’Connor, C.
Olyphant, D. W. C.
Oothout, Wm.
Pzrmly, E.
Pell, ¥
Phalon, J.
Ray, Robert.
Rhinelander, Wm. C.
Robert, C. R.
Roosevelt, C. V. S.
Ruggles, S. B.
Russell, Israel.
Sampson, Joseph.
Sands, David.
Schermerhoru, Peter.
Selden, Dudley.
Sherman, Austin.
Spencer, Wm. A.
Spencer, Mrs. Wm. A.
Sturges, Jonathan,
Taleot, Chas N.
Van Nest, Abm.
Van Nostrand, Jas.
Walker, Joseph.
Wetmore, P. M.
White, Eli.
Whitney, Jas. R.
Whitney, Stephen.
Wilmerding, Wm. E.
Winthrop, B. R.
Wolfe, John D.
Woolsey, E. D.

Troy, N. Y.
Andrews, Rev, My,

Salisbury, Herkimer Co.
Burrell, H.
Brooklyn, L. 1.
Pacher, Wm. 8.
Pokeepsie, N. Y.

Vassar, M.

Connecticut.
Clark, Rev. J. S. Waterbury.
Elliott, Rev. Mr. do
Searls, Rev. Mr., Meriden.

)
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James H. Titus, on behalf of the Committee, presented the follow-
ing report.

The undersigned, of the Committee appointed by this Association
to visit Clinton prison, beg leave to report that they proceeded, on the
9th of October last, to Clinton Prison, and, on their arrival, were
courteously and freely received by George Troupe, Esq.,the warden,
and introduced to the various keepers and officers under him, by all
of whom they were treated, during a visit of five days, with gratifying
attentions, and with entire frankness.

From the freedom of action allowed the Committee, and the facili-
ties for investigation afforded by the warden and all the officers of the
prison, the undersigned were able to perform the duties incumbent
upon them with much satisfaction to themselves, and they trust in a
manner which may prove acceptable to the Association and beneficial
to the prisoner.

The number of convicts in the prison at the time of the Committee’s
visit was one hundred and forty three. The sentence of one expired
at that time, and he was delivered under a warrant from the Governor
of this State to the wardens of the Charlestown prison upon a requisi-
tion by the Governor of Massachusetts, Three additional convicts
were received during the Committee’s visit. Your Committee had
personal interviews with each prisoner separately, and made tabular
records of their names, offences, term of sentence, date of sentence,
number of times convicted, age, color, place of nativity, habits of life;
religious instruction, trade or occupation, education, parents, children,
counties where convicted, plea of guilty or not guilty, number of times
punished since in prison.

One hundred and twenty-one of the prisoners were convicted for
offences against property. Of this number, sixty were for grand lar-
ceny 5 thirty-seven for burglary ; eight for petit Jarceny, 2d offence ;
ﬁ_ficen for forgery ; one for horse stealing. Twenty two were con-
victed for offences against persons. Of this number, eight were for
sssault and battery, with intent to kill ; four for manslaughter ; four

for highway robbery ; three for arson ; two for bigamy ; five for rape ;
one for murder. N
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One hundred and eight were in prison on first conviction, twenty-
nine on second conviction, and six on third conviction. The term of
the sentences of seventy-six of the prisoners range from two to five
years ; forty-three from five to ten ; twenty from ten to filteen years;
one for twenty-five years ; two for twenty years, and one for life.

One hundred and thirty-three of the prisoners are white, eight are
black, and two are Indians.

Forty declared they had been temperate in their habiis. Fifty-
seven acknowledged that they had been intemperate, and many of that
number attributed their present unfortunate condition to that evil
habit. Forty-six represented themselves to have been moderate
drinkers.

Ninety-one professed to have reccived religious instruction in early
life. Fifty-two declared that they never enjoyed that advantage.

" Twelve were found unabie to read ; twenty-two could read only.
One hundred and nine could read and write. Ninety-eight of the
whole number are native born ; forty-five are of foreign birth.

Ninety-four acknowledge their guilt. ~ Forty-mme claim to be in-
nocent of the charge of which they were convicted.

Fifty have been punished once or oftener since their present con-
finement.
the prison.

Ninety-three have never been punished since they entered

Fifty-eight were employed as farmers previous to their conviction ;
fifty-three as mechanics ; twenty-six as laborers, and six as traders.

There are eight between the age of 17 and 20 years ; sixty-five be-
tween 20 and 30 years ; thirty-two between 30 and 40 years ; twenty
between 40 and 50 years ; ten between 50 and 60 ; seven between
60 and 70 years, and but one above 70 years.

Seventy are single men, fifty-nine married, and fourteen widowers.

From these statistics it appears that more than three-quarters of
the offences for which the prisoners were convicted, were committed
against property, the other offences being against persons.

About one haif of the sentences are for periods less than 5 years;
and more than threc-quarters are under 10 years.
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One-third of the prisoners acknowledged that they had been intem-
perate, and one-third that they had been moderate drinkers.

More than half were religiously instructed in their youth, and
more than two-thirds can read and write.

Two-thirds are native born, and an equal number acknowledge
their guilt.

About one-third have been subjected to punishment since their con-
finement.

Almost the entire number are from the laboring class of citizens,
chiefly farmers and mechanics.

One-half are under thirty years of age, and more than two-thirds
under forty years.

The committee found the prison in a condition very creditable to
the warden aud officers, and the prisoners, with but few excepticns,
in the enjoyment of excellent health. The location of the prison as
to climate, the plan of the building with reference to the accommoda-
tion of its unfortunate inmates, the peculiar and admirable system of
ventilation, the nature of the labor required, and the healthful food
prescribed by law, all conspire to produce an evidence of comfort and
an aspect of cheerfulness well calculated to alleviate the sadness of
spirit which must ever lay heavy upon the minds of the untortunate
inmates of a prison, and which also in a generous sympathy, often
presses painfully on the mind of visitors. Great credit is due to the
late warden Ransom Cook for his studious care for the comfort and
health of prisoners in his design of the buildings, and especially for
his new and perfect system of ventilation.

Your committee, in their private interviews with the prisoners, en-
deavored to elicit a frank communication relative to all matters
touching their treatment and their rights, and it is a source of much
stisfaction to be able to state that a large portion of the prisoners
s2id they could not reasonably complain. Most of them acknowl-
e'dged that the warden and his keepers, with some special qualifica-
tion, were as kind in treatment and as attentive to their wants as their
Condition would warrant them to expect.

The qualification of this general commendation applied chiefly to
the head keeper, Minott Baker 5 there appeared to prevail throughout
[Assembly, No. 243.] 14
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the whole community of the prison a very un.favoljable e(:hmaw: :i
The prisoners complained of his unjust an tyranic:

that ndividual. isfied with

No. 243.} 211

the want of light in the cells to ensble them to read during the eve-
ning, and the committee suggested to the warden that increased ac-

treatment, and some of his associate officers a]'?pem‘ed ¥ et i
his official conduct,as evincing much ‘\mpemos.\ty of &emdpe\' an: i
warranted arrogance of authority. A particular an veri'l ains.!
charge of moral and official \\e\‘mq“er.\cy had been pri'errsmaff in-
him, upon which the grand jury of Clinton cc\mfy founl 'axvesti o
dictment, and as the matter was to undergo a judicial m(X gal to.
the committee did pot consider it proper to assume that uty.;xlo;‘
make any special remark on the subjecf. They, hox\-'ever,f wi 3’0
without meaning the remurk to apply in any way \\:uh e e;ence ‘
his guilt or innocency of the charge involved in the bnlIPf m; 1::::91;:
but solely as touching the estimate had by the community of pﬂe
son concerning his general official deportment that the commﬂteeiw]
pleased to hear that he had resigned his office shortly after their de-
parture from the prison.

The committee examined particularly the food ?f the pr'\soners,‘m-‘
asmuch as serious charges of peglect in that particuler had prevailed
for some time in the neighborhood of the grifon . It appeare: upon
inquiry that shortly after the change of administration, under 1! ;\ne;vf
inspectors, a great alteration occurred in the character and qua \f}’(he
the provisions, and it wonld seem from the genevra\ 'statfment of -
prisoners, and also of some of the keepers, lh:}t in time it be(.-ame ad
most intelerable, so much so, as to excite universal oompla\nt,'ar; :
quite 2 spirit of insubordination, This evil, .}mwever, was emlre‘)
remedied at the time of the visit of the commitiee, when the sup}:l{l
and quality of the food was found to be ia full cnrrespontlenc‘e \;-l .
the requirements of law ; and the prisoners generally acknowledge

" their fare to be as good as they should expect.

Reports in detail of the rations furnished the prisoners for t:i
months of May, June, July, August and September, were mf‘de tot
committee, which accompany this report. From these it appe.'flff
that the average cost of rations for these months is as follows, v!Zé
For May. 9 cents 7} mills ; for June, 8 cents 8} mills; for July, :
cents, 1} mills ; August, 8 cents 93 mills; for September, 9 cents 3
mills. e
bedding, farniture of cells, &c., and all appeared to be pro?er\y supp :
and no complaint was made with reference to such particulars, excep

The other personal wants of the prisoners, such as clothes,

lations for their daily was!ing, and perhaps for occasional
bathing, could be advantageously afforded the prisoners without any
serious inerease of expenses. The hospital department was found in
a condition worthy of high praise, and the physician appeared to en-
joy the confidence and esteem of the prisoners. At the time of the
committee’s visit, only two patients were confined to the ward, one
of inflammatory rlieumatism, the other from the effects of a musket shot
received in an attempt to escape from the prison. The arrangement
of the hospital room, and the facilities of varied ventilation in different
parts of it, according to the condition of the patient, manifest with
what good judgment and care for the sick convict this sad department
of his gloomy abode was designed by the former warden Ransom
Cook. The general record of the Hospital was shown to the com-
mittee by the physician, which gave evidence of remarkable health-
fulness amongst the prisoners, and showing an almost entire absence
of death, A full statement of cascs for the year was promised to be
forwarded to the association in time for its annual report, but it has
not been received.

The department of Chaplain is filled by the venerable Mr. Par-
mely, a Congregational clergyman, whose personal, literary, and
religious qualifications well fit him for his interesting and responsible

station.  His chapel services, his school instructions, and his private

personal communications with the prisoners, must all contribute to
the religious, o the mental, @nd to the moral improvement of every
individual who gives to his earnest ministrations a willing ear. The
committee found amongst the prisoners a general desire for an increase
of school and library privileges—ani they took the liberty, with the
approbation of the chaplain, to suggest to the warden the propriety of
granting such reasonable requests. In the opinion of the committee
these desires could be advantageously gratified without any prejudice
to the police or the economy of the prison by appropriate arrange-
ment of the leisure hour between supper and bed time during the long
Winter evenings.

The committee regret that the improvement of the cells of Clinton
Prison over those of the Sing Sing plan should not have been carried

with reference to dimensions still farther. The Clinton cells are six
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inches wider, six higher and twelve longer than those of Sll}g ?x‘nrs-,
double of that increase would have bfen a muc_h nore per ek;,“ "
provement. The many dreary hours which the prisoners are odagon
10 spend in their cells require that every reasonable acbc‘omrvneuf e
of light, of room, and of air should be a.]omted. Th.e al ;enhuet eaci
general provision to furnish during the. evening sufficient ig t Z cuch
cell for the purpose of reading is cornsxderetl by the ?ommm:: s
ous deficiency and a needless privation. The old adage, :; i
idle brain is the devils workshop,” should sugg'est to t}'mse . a;::i
charge of convicts that the desirablenes's of kcfepmg. lthexr mind N
fully engaged as may be practicable during the interval occurring
tween the appointed hours for labor and for sleep.

The committee entertaining the full conviction, that expedlencydas

well as humanity demands that convicts sl\oulq be treutet'i un ;r
the influence of reason and kindness, and not asin former times by
force and brutality, carefully inquired into and investigated the na-
ture and extent of punishments. Many unfavorable reports had giot
abroad relative to this branch of the discipline of that prison umler
the new administration, and the undersigned are frank to ackr.mwl(‘t ge
that their own minds were unfavorably prejudiced on this mf;tter
when they entered upon the examination. It howev?r 'aff.ordls 1:.em
peculiar gratification to be able to state, that upon a fa\r investigal 13n
of the subject, they were satisfied that the reports in exnf( ence gr'e?rey'
exaggerated the facts in the case both as regards. the seve;uy ?n;“mse
quency of the punishments. Still there was evidence o- an;(n ",-,4
of the number of punishments, and to some ex[e.nt they think an i
crease of severity ; it appeared that in a few part(mular mstanc'es ce};—
tain officers under the excitement of the occasions, lost the.“ ?e.;
conlrdl for the moment, and in one or more instances upon a judicia
examination of the charge of unwarrantable \:iolem.:e have been fm:‘m:
guilty. The examination of the records of pum‘shmenls show tb:
the number under the present warden for the period embraced
tween February 2d and October 16th of this year, was seventy-seven.
The number for the corresponding period last year, under the for?ner
warden, was twenty-six. The committee are disposed to be.]le,‘;‘j
that this increase of punishment is not the result of any greutér inc le
nation to punish on the part of the present warden—kvmt that it ams.
in some measure from the natural refractoriness incident to the con‘i
duct of convicts upon a change of administration and officers; an
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also that it was occasioned in a great measure by the unfortunate po-
sition occupied by the head keeper, Minott Baker, in the estimation
of the prisoners. The committee regretted not to find in the Clinton
prison any appropriate convenience for solitary confinement in a dun-
geen. The temporary apartments used by the former wasden have
been removed, and the permanent ones which were designed for that
purpose have not been completed. This, it is believed, is a great
deficiency in arrangement and defect in discipline.

It is the expe-
rience of those most Judicious in

prison discipline, that in the whole
range of the justifiable means of punishment there is none more ef-
fectual in subduing the obdurate offender than solitary dungeon con-

finement, with the deprivation of every allowance excepting bread
and water,

The absence of the means for the application of this punishment
increased the use of the shower bath—a mode of punishiertimthe |
opinion of your Committee, and as it appeared in the estimation of !
the prisoners, equally cruel and degrading with that of the cat. The
shower bath is, in its nature, as much a corporeal punishment us the |

¢@t; and any infliction of punishment of this nature scrves to degrade
still lower the already lamentable degradation of the convict. It is
the duty of the State, and of those acting under its authority, to en-
deavor to reform and elevate the convict

5 and surely no hope oi at-
taining these ends can be entertained in cases where the discipline
of the prison is in conflict with the only influences which are found 1o
prevail in effecting reformations. The exhibition of Ppassion, and the
application of brute force, will transform the image of the Maker into
the likeness « f a wild beast : while the services of kindness, and the
oercise of “the power divine in man,” will convert the brute from
bis wild method into actions lie a man.  The Committee indulge the
bope that the time will soon arrive when no punishment will be sanc-
tioned in prisons except such as hes ity operation through the exercise
of the mental powers; and when all inflictions, the cffect of which
% to pain the physical sensations, will be abolished. The former
warden of Clinton prison was an earnest advacate of such reform, and
it afforded the Committe much pleasure to hecr the present incumbent
express himself in sympathy with these views. The undersigned are
not possessed of the skil} or knowledge necessary to form or express
 intelligent opinion as to the value of the ore bed belonging to the
Prison, nor as to the evidence of the success of the enterprise of using
Mrison labor in ore beds. They however feel warranted in the expres-
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sion of the hope, and they may say the belief, that the cilizen.s of the
State will in time have good reason to approve of the enterprise, arul
will then gladly award to those who projected it the credit and praise
due. The Committee have learned that the inspectors have lately
taken a lease of the Averill ore bed, which lies adjoining that belong-
ing to the State. It is considered that this is a desirable acquisition,
and that it will put at rest any doubt as to the supply of ore.

The Committee cannot refrain from an expression of their serious
conviction of the great evil appertaining to the political cl'lara(?te{‘ of
‘the administration of our State prisons and of our local penitentiaries.
“This remark is made entirely irrespective of the present incutfxbe{xts
in office, and is intended to apply alone to the principle of action in-
volved in the usage of making the appointment to, and the tenure of
those offices depend altogether upon, the success or defeat of a polhmcal
party. No greater impediment to the improvement and the efficiency
of the police of prisons, and to the reformation and to the profitable
employment of prisoners, can occur than the frequent change of the
administrative power and of the offices. The advantageous manage-
ment of prisons, and the judicious control of convicts, require a:]udg-
ment and a skill which can only be attained by a practical experience,
and when acquired, should constitute a distinct trade or professiol'm 5 and
qualifications of such character should be the standard by which an
application for office in a prison should be jt_nlged, an.d. not as n?\lv,
by the certificate of services rendered in placing a political party in
power.

The Committee beg leave to state, in conclusion, that thgy were
much gratified by the proper appreciation of the efforts of this 'Asso-
ciation avowed by many of the prisoners, and by the expression ?f
gratitude freequently made to the undersigned. Many declared their
intention to call at the office of the Association if they should have an
opportunity.  One of them, a colored man, contributed a dollar to our
funds, and another declared that a part of his first earnings, af\er‘the
expiration of his sentence, should be given to the Prison Association.

The undersigned take pleasure in acknowledging their high appre-
ciation of the polite treatment and efficient aid rendered them by the
warden and his officers during their entire visit at Clinton prison.

JAMES H. TITUS.
RICHARD REED.
New-York, December 27th, 1848.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO VISIT AUBURN
PRISON. -

— e

The committee appointed to visit, examine and inspect Auburn pri-
son, entered upon the discharge of the duty assigned them on the 23d
day of October, 1847. They found in the prison five hundred and
six convicts, all of whom they personally interrogated. From these
they learned that the discipline of the prison was generally mild and
benignant ; that the officers, with few exceptions, performed their
duties acceptably, and that not only the severity of punishments, but
their frequency had very essentially decreased since the prison has
been under the charge of the present keeper. Only one case of un-
due severity during the past year was complained of by the convicts,
but this, we are sorry to state, seemed to be generally felt throughout
the prison as one of great cruelty.  The committee fully investigated
this case, but as it is the only one which occurred in the prison during
the year, and as it resulted in no serious consequences to the indivi-
dualy and as the matter scems not to have been communicated to the
principal keeper in all its enormity until sometime after it happened,
we refrain from making further notice of it Lere, believing that we
shall equally subserve the interest of the prisoner and the State by
thus alluding toit in general terms, at the same time advising the of-
ficers of the prison that we shall feel it a duty to present to the Leg-
islature in detail the evidence we may receive at future examinations
of like avuses. The cowmmittee observed with much pleasure that
several of the convicts were supplied with lights at night, and they
were no less gratified than surprised to find some of them engaged in
studies which might be supposed to be rather tedious than attractive
to such a class of the community, As late as nine in the evening, we
found one of the convicts intently turning over the leaves of his dic-
tionary in his determined struggle to master at least one of the dead
lﬂnguages, and upon enquiry, we learned that in prison and alone he
had nearly completed the study of Jacob’s Latin Reader. It seems
tous not only proper hut highly expedient and useful that this privi-
lege of lights should be generally extended to all those who conduct
well. It might thus become an important element of discipline.
Although the prison is well kept, and the character of its government
such as reflects great credit on the principal keeper, yet there are
Some matters which require the attention either of the inspectors or
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the Legislature. We refer to the wooden bunks with which the
cells are provided, and which are complete nests for vermin, and to
the habit of drying clothes at certain seasons in the corridors. The
comfort or rather the cleanliness of the prisoners would be materially
promoted by the substitation of iron bedsteads ; and the health of
the prison seems to demand that the establishment should be supplied
with a drying-room, in which the clothes may be hung when washed,
instead of spreading them in the halls. The stench and vapor pro-
duced by drying, vitiates, in a remarkable degree, the atmosphere al-
ready surcharged with emanations from the bodies and lungs of
several hundred persons, and isa prolific source of disease. We
thought the destructive epidemic of *46 was attributable to this cause.

In regard to the clothing of the convicts we heard no complaint,
nor was there any general dissatisfaction with the food. The prison
is at present supplied with provisions by the agent. This method of
supplying the prisoners, when honestly conducted, undoubtedly pos-
sesses important advantages over the contract system. But it is sur-
rounded with so many temptations, and so liable to abuse, that if
adopted as a settled policy, it should be vigilantly guarded and limi-
ted.

The attention of your committee was particularly directed to the
hospital by various reports prevalent among the hall boys and waiters
that the nurse in the hospital frequently purchased attentions for him-
self, or gratified the appetites of his friends by dispensing to them
occasionally spirituous liquors.  The facilities for such an abuse are
very great, and if it is not one which absolutely takes place, it is one
to which the prison is liable at any moment. The hospital is left,
with the exception of four or five hours daily, under the entire charge
of the nurse, to whom is confided the dispensing of the medicines and
the charge of the apothecary’s department. The door of the hospital,
although usually Jocked, is conveniently provided with a good sized
window with grates of sufficient dimensions to allow a full sized tum-
bler to pass out or in ; the passage leading to the hospital is but lit-
tle frequented, and the opportunities for such an abuse seem to be
very great. An assistant physician should reside in the hospital, or
# keeper be always present. The committee beg leave to present the
following statement, made by Mr. Culver the keeper in the kitchen,
a3 exemplifying the manner in which the provision contract kas been
complied with.

MR. CULVER’S STATEMENT.

Auburn, October 25th, 1847.—The provision contract for the last
year was made at the rate of 5.7 cents per ration, hut on account of
the rise of provisions during the year, the legislature passed an act
in April last, enabling the Inspectors to increase the pay for a ration,
or to make such other arrangements as they should deem most expe-
dient. The Inspectors therefore decided that from the 1st of May,
1847, until further notice, the contractor should supply the same ra-
tions called for by the contract, for whick they would allow him ten
cents per ration. He continued to supply under this arrangement
until the 1st of September, when the agent took the supply into his
own hands—the clerk of the prison, however, ordered me to make
out my account the same as before.
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‘siovsnq ‘smoyuo | The prison is now supplied with flour and meal thus—the agent
—_ . purchases wheat and corn which he contracts to have ground and
delivered for five cents a bushel—which is receipted for on delivery
by the keeper of the kitchen. The beef furnished by the agent is
procured in the following way—the chief part bought alive and hired
slaughtered—the meat in part is delivered as slaughtered—the butcher
has the privilege in some instances of selling prime pieces—the hides
and tallow are not brought inte prison. Besides the beef furnished
by the agent directly, there is other beef furnished from the market
by contract—this beef is the refuse of the market, which, to make
prime, is dock’d about 8 or 9 pounds per 100.
(Signed,) SIMON CULVER,
Ass’t Keeper.
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The substitution of the refuse of the market for what should be
prime beef seems to be improper, even if the quantity is increased so
as to make the value supplied equal in cost to the provisions con-
tracted for. Tt is believed that such increase will rarely supply to
the convict the deficiency in quality of the articles used ; and it
seems to be only just that the prisoner should receive, as well in
quality as in cost, as good provisions as the law, or rather the con-
tract, requires. If a discretionary power is left with the contractor,
he may use it to his own profit, and when such changes are made, we
have a right to expect that they will be in all cases to the disadvan-
tage of the convict, as we can hardly expect that any contractor will
exceed the requirements of his contract when it interferes with his
profits.
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 bushels carrots, 12 bushels beets, and 5 bushels parsnips, were distributed to the prisoners;

11700
20 1773,
and 1642 rations of fresh pork in the month of September.

3
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JOHN D. RUSS,
RICHARD REED,

MONTHS,

In addition to the above, during the month of April

September,
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INSPECTION OF COUNTY PRISONS.

ONONDAGA COUNTY PRISON,
Situated at Syracuse.—Eramined October 23d, 1847.

The committee appointed to visit this prison, report that on the
23d of October last they personally examined all the prisoners then
in the prison. The whole number at that time was nineteen, six of
whom were under sentence—four of whom were convicted of petit
larceny, and two of vagrancy—of the remaining thirteen three were
committed for vagrancy—one for an attempt to commit petit larce-
ny—one for embezzlement—one for burglary—one for grand lar-
ceny—one for petit larceny, 2d offence—two for assault and battery—
one for disorderly conduct—one for threatening to poison, and one
for an attempt to kill. This last case scems, if the prisoner’s asser-
tion is worthy of confidence, to be one of especial hardship, he was
committed in January last, and has lain in jail ever since—and has
been ready for trial at all times since his commitment. He says that
the people have had his case postponed at three different terms of the
court, and that at the last term he was tried, but the jury not agreeing
as to his guilt, he was remanded to prison to await his trial at the
next term of the court, which does not meet in that county until
March, thus making the term of his confinement 15 months. If we
could suppose this man to be innocent of the charge for which he
stands committed, we should immediately perceive that he had been
subjected to a grievous loss both in time and money by this neglect
on the part of the State, and even supposing him guilty of the
highest form of the offence charged so that he would be entitled
enly to the mildest sentence which the law in that case awards, and
be still has to suffer the loss of at least one year’s time. Unless the
prisoner is paid for his loss of time when declared innocent, it would
seem that this power of postponement should be carefully guarded
and limited. The keeper of this prison seems to be a very kind and
obliging man, and qualified both by education and taste for the situa-
tion. He lives in the jail rent free, and his salary is derived from
tock up fees.

JOHN D. RUSS, M. D.

INSPECTION OF SYRACUSE (ONONDAGA CO.) PRISON
YRACUE !
OCTOBER, 1847.

’

TABLE No. 2.

Number of prisoners for trial or tried at Oyer and Terminer and

General Sessions, and District Court of United States,in the course
of the year.

Prisoners 20 years of | Total.
age & upwards.

Felons. [Misdemea.

Grand total.

mr |

- No, for trial in prison at come’t of year, |..\..
. No. for examination during the year,. ...
. No. committed for trial during the year,.
How disposed of
3 S:a!r:’bence to be undergone in same prison,.
o some Ot] i

5. Acquitted at the bar,. other prison,.
. Not prosecuted,.. -
. Found to be insane,
. Bailed for appearan

9.U. S, prisoners,.

10. Left for trial, ...

Discharged,

Total,.

Table No. 1, for State Prisons only.
*No account kept.
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5] 12| 117

juvenile.
18]

t
{

| sl 5l el

ﬁlF BIW

2] 99

51 1r

5 28l 1

18
49

age & upwards.

Prison’rs 20 yrs of | Total adult and
M| F[B|W

99]
2il

TABLE No. 4,

*No accomnt kept.

TABLE No. 3.
Under summary convictions.

under sentence,

Under bastardy complaints,.
Debtors in the course of the year.

gnizanc:

TUDLS, o v seesrsrrenssnnes

rsons for want su’ty,.

do

Totalyeeeeeresrsancens

e PO SOOI

Under exam’n beginning of year®,.
Comt'd for exam’n but not conviet,d|

For assault and battery,
Other summary convictions, ...

For malicious trespass,.

n confinement at the beginning of yr.*
1. On mesne process,...

2. In execution,.....

3. Forfeiture of reco;

5. Attachment_for contempt, ....

6. For want of sureties,

4. Bank

1. As vag:

2. As disord’ly pe
do

8. As U. 8. witness,

4.
3.
6.
8.
9.
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TABLE No. 9.

Ages of prisoners comprised in Table 2.
No account kept.

Total adult |3
i
M|F| B W|&

& juvenile,

TABLE No. 10.
Ages of prisoners comprised in Table 3.
No account kept.

Total
W Ml F BI w

or dis-

TABLE No. 11.
State of instruction of prisoners in Table 2.
No account kept,

and
under | under |cha;
6mos.} 1 year.onsure

and

TABLE No. 12,
State of instruction of prisoners in Tuble 3.
No account kept.

under 3
months.
8 14,33 'id

5.0

MFWM‘FEWM!FBWM'F

TABLE No. 13.
Cases of sickness, lunacy, and deaths, in the course of the year.

Lunacy case, one white male over 20 years of age.

3l..

under 2
months.

2i

oy
£
12
g
&
©
g
E
-
2
-
]
z
5
8
o
H
£
z
=]
E
2
&
-

1f 18:17! 4{ 3| 1
i 2

TABLE No. 7.

TABLE No. 14.

Number of prisoners (except debtors) confined in this prison, in the
course of the year, who have been previously committcd.

No account kept.

under 1
month.

days

Under 14|14 day!

TABLE No. 15.

Mode in which prisoners, confined in this prison in the course
year, have been employed.

No regular employment.
as follows :

of the

1043 days’ work done during the year,

after t!
y convi

35 days cleaning streets,

17« o« ga

10 « “« Court-house,
hewing and splitting wood.

Tuble of imprisonment and sentences of criminal prisoners confined 4n this prison in the course of the year.
do

TABLE No. 16.
Number of puniskments in the prison in the course of the year,
No account kept.

do under summar

4, Bailedyieerreviareaidiiens
—

do
+ No record kept of imprisonment before trial.”

® Age not given,

Prisoners over 20 years of age,*
1. Terms of imprisonment befo

2.
3.
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TABLE No. 17.

The greatest number ot any one time, and the daily average during
the year.

No account kept.

TABLE No. 18.
Clothing and bedding. Number of articles issued.

58 shirts, at 4S. ceveureeinirneeanencens $29
5 female under-dresses, at 7s. 4
15 pairspants....
6 (Piressgs, at 10s. .
6 pairs socks, at 2s
11 coats .. ..vens
3 hats, at 6s.. ...
2 handkerchiefs, at 2s.
10 pairs boots and shoes..
3 vests,at 12s.......

TABLE No. 19.
Total cost, per annum, under the following heads :

1 cost of prison diet (no account _g'wen) .
ot “ E"nale and female clothing. ...
bedding. .. cevnneenns
::?:: Aa‘ll‘t;x:ve;x;(';é,.é;‘o'rder of the surgeon (no
account of )...
;re‘ie.’ beer, and 51?1' ! . 311 00

cesresansesaeen

SOBP..c sevsnaesns
canlx)lles, oil, and gas. ase 38 00
stationery and printing
books. ceane
furn'\tux;e 5 Gocep fees) .

c alaries (lock- eeeraaaniaes
ggilnt:\rlzl sof prisoners to and from their trials
at oyer and terminer, and general sessions,
or t0 undergo their sentences at other prisons
(amount not given).. ..
“ sundries not mentioned.. .

f the prison for the year, not including
Total expenses Sﬁicery Pfees, and repairs, alterations, and o7 %
additionSe. . .+ esrveerenarsressaasiaens 607

No. 243.] 233

Repairs, alterations, and additions in and about the prison,
in the cowse of the year.........,.. ceen

Prison diet, (see Note,) per head per annum .

Prison clothing and bedding..

Note.—This return gives the contract price,
prisoner consuming that diet for one whole y

or actual value of the prison, for one
ear.

TABLE No. 20.

Deaths in the course of the year.
One vagrancy case, committed September 21, died September 22, of

delirium tremens.
TABLE No. 21.

Criminal lunatics ; flpowivzg their age, color, sex, date of admission,
state of health on admission, if insane previous to commitment, date
of becoming insane, and, if removed, date of removal.

No record of these facts kept.

TABLE No, 22,
Dietary, per week.

No account rendered.

TABLE No. 23.
Officers’ salaries.

No account rendered.

TABLE No. 24.
* Onondaga County Prison— Receipts for 18477,

35§ days’ labor on corporation cleaning streets, at 5s. . .. ,
11 “ on jail privy vault at ds.....

10 « cleaning court house at 4s IERTTTIN
6 3

cleaning jail after buildi‘né‘ new cells in
jaily, at4s..eeveeiin.,

Sawing and splitting 42 cords o.f'wo'ozl; at ds. for :j‘aii,' &e..

TABLE No. 25.

Total expenses of the prison for the year, &c.
Total expenses of the prison for the year, other than sup-

port, and not including officers’ fees and repairs, altera-
tions and additions..\v v uuseunninnennn.., ..

Total receipts of prison.... veeess .
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Actual costs to the county, not including officers’ fees and
repairs, alterations and additions..........cvveve.. 607 31
Repairs, alterations and additions......... 180 00

Total expenses of the prison for the year, including repairs

and additions, and excluding receiptsand fees ...... 787 31

These tables, although incomplete, serve to shew the plan which
the Association has adopted for publishing their statistics, and the
care and diligence they are determined to exercise in procuring and
promulgating facts. The annexed account, marked A, was presented
to us by the keeper among other statistics, and we therefore allow its

insertion here.
TABLE A.

Washing, §c., done for which there was no allowance made to the
keeper.

41 doz. woolen blankets, at 6s. per doz.veve vove.... $30 75
126 ¢ shirts and other pieces, at 4s ... 6300
For taking care of persons with delirium tremens and other

sickness, and light furnished while sick, and medicines,

25 cases at the least, at $3....... i vviieeiiee.. 75 00
Also 12 or 15 barrels of soap furnished by myself for wash-

ing, at $3 F T R SN )
Also cleaning jail and numerous other charges I am not

allowed for...ovvueieeiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiienan.

$213 5
Per order of examination committee.
JOHN D. RUSS, M. D., Cin.

TIOGA COUNTY PRISON.
Exzamined ﬂugu:vi 10, 1847.

This is situated at Owego in the court house. The jail occupies
one quarter of the first floor—they have but two rooms well ventila-
ted, clean, and well taken care of by the jailor. Built of plank lined
with iron and spiked—hardly strong enough to be a place of con-
finement, and in bad repair. None now in jail ; no employment in
prison ; no clothing furnished, nor has any been wanting, changed
weekly ; ¢éat in prison three times a day ; food, same as jailor and

No. 243, 1 235

famil?', without distinction ; coffee in the morning generally ; baked
or boiled dinner, and tea in the evening. County pays 13 s,hil!in ]
for board of each prisoner. Wooden benches and bedsteads stra%v
beds, feather pillows, sheets and blankets; Bibles and other re’]igions
b(',OkS; not visited by clergy; no punishment of any kind in the
Prison 3 newspapers lent to the prisoners.

M. MITCHELL,

R. REED,

Committee.

ROCKLAND COUNTY PRIS
Examined July 22d, 1847.

’ljhls priSf)n is situated in New City, constructed of brick and stone
havmg corridor behind and before cells—contains four rooms. Di-’
mensions of rooms 14 feet by nine feet, and 10 feet high. Ventila-
ted and lighted by grated door; no windows in the wall s warmed
by stove ; dry ; night wants in a keg, which is emptied oncia a week.
Present number of prisoners 3, males ; number in each room, one ir;
one room and two inanother ; no employment in prison. Exp;mes—
pay of officers, ordinary fee of 75 cents. Fuel, food, clothing, . &e.
$2-?5 per week. Relief of sick—no regular medical atten;anc:
Punishments none.  Food—meals three times a day, in cells
breakfast, potatoes, bread and butter, and coffee ; dinner, ;neat 5 s -’
per, mush and milk. Clothing—sufficient for this weat’her ch’an :d
once a-week, supplied by the county ; no uniform 3 no Sum;ay drgss
Cleanliness—Rooms sernbbed and whitewashed now and then ; sy !
ply of water brought in from well near by; washing daily ; r;o aI:-
fangement for bathing. Bedding, straw changed two or thr’ee times
In summer; bedsteads, wooden frames ; system of government, none.
No classification except men and women are separated B visilati,on b .
Superintendents of the Poor ; Teaching, none. ™

JOHN DUER,
EDGAR HICKS,
Committee.
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GREENE COUNTY PRISON.
Ezamined July 29, 1847.

This prison is situated at Catskill, and is constructed of brick ;
/ contains four secure rooms, each 16 feet square; lighted by two
square windows, threble grated ; warmed by wood in stove; prison
is dry ; vermin none. 'There is at present in confinement three men.
Employed cne man, a shoemaker, working for the benefit of his fa-
mily. Total annual expense, from $700 to $800. Food, $L"7'5 pai'd
per week for each person, Clothing, $20 per year. Pay of jailor is
derived from fee of 75 cents from each prisoner on discharge. Bed-
ding and furniture, $25 per annum. Relief of sick, $15 Vf'iu proba-
bly cover this expense. Punishment, none ; there is one in irons, a
case of lunacy. Clothing supplied in sufficient quantityby the county,
and changed once a week.

Food, 3 meals per day in cells, Coffee in the morning, fish or
meat, bread, and at times butter. Dinner, meat and potatoes. Sup-

per, spawn and milk, or treacle. Water, supply good, and is fur-
nished by keeper as often as wanted. Washing basin and soap, with
towel ; soft water, &c., every morning ; no arrangements for bath-
ing. Bedding, straw ; woolen blankets, no sheets, no pillows ; blan-
kets changed once per month generally. Bedsteads, none ; beds o

the floor ; night wants, covered tubs. Classification, very good.

Visitations—twice a year by county inspectors.

Chaplain—a frequent call from Rev. Mr. Judd.
JOHN DUER,
EDGAR HICKS,
CHARLES PARKER,
Comumittee.

RICHMOND COUNTY PRISON.

Ezamined July 17, 1847.
This prison is situated at Richmond, Staten Island ; contains five
rooms, each ten feet broad, eleven feet long, and eight feet six inches
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high, lighted by one window ; no means of ventilation, other than
window ; warmed by stove in the hall ; vermin, bugs, &c.; night
wants, tubs, which are removed in the morning. Present number of
prisoners, four. Number of prisoners on 1st July, 1846, four, all
males. Committed during the year, twenty-five ; twenty-one males,
four females. One prisoner in a room. Expenses, food, from $300
to $400 per year. Clothing, $25. Pay of officers: the jailor re-
ceives $2.25 per week for boarding each prisoner, and 75 cents for
jail fees for each. Bedding and furniture, about $50 per annum.
Fuel about $50 per annum. Relief of sick : a physician, who attends
when called upon, for a very small salary. No deaths during the
last five years. No punishment inflicted. Clothing changed once a
week ; supplied by the county. Diet and cleanliness : meals three
times per day ; breakfast, bread and butter and coffee ; dinner, meat
and vegetables ; supper, bread and tea. Supply of water carried in
by hand as required. Bedding, straw beds, sheets and blanket ;
changed once a week ; wooden bedsteads. System of government—
prisoners committed for trial are not allowed to converse with any
visitor except in presence of the jailor. Visitation : the county judge
visits the prison on each sitting of the court. No chaplain, and no
provision made for religious instruction. Insane—one or two cases
of temporary insanity.
JOHN DUER,
EDGAR HICKS,
Committee.

TOMPKINS COUNTY PRISON.
Ezamined August 10, 1847.

. This jail is situated in the village of Ithaca. Court house and jail
in one building ; built of wood, old and much out of repair. The
basement and first floor are half of each occupied by the jailor and
his family, and the other half as jail. The second story for court
room. In the basement are two rooms about 10 by 12 feet, each
low, damp and dirty, but little ventilated, and but seldom used. On
the first floor are three rooms of about the same dimensions, with one
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window in each of 9 panes, of 6 by 8 glass, strongly barred with
jron bars crossing each other at right angles, having very Sma.]]
squares of about three inches each. They are warmed by a stove in
each room which still remains. ‘There are in each room two bunks,
one above the other, calculated for two persons. They have also a
table and bench on which the prisoners sit and eat. The jail is built
of two inch hardwood plank, two thicknesses, lined with sheet iron
and spiked. Present number of prisoners, 35 1 white, 2 black, all
males. No employment in prison. The expense of the prison for
the last year was about $600. About $10 worth of clothing has
been furnished by the county since May 1st. Same provis‘xo.ns asthe
jailor himself eats. Coffee in the morning ; tea in the evening ; eat
three times a day in prison; water plenty, furnished for washing ;
straw beds, feather pillows, sheets and blankets; changed weekly ;
5 rooms, 10 by 12 feet each ; only one prisoner in a room ; visite:d
by clergy ; no classification generally. One insane at present in
jail. At the age of 16 he was arrested for stealing, tried, convicted,
and sent to Auburn prison for two years. Served his time out, and
was at Tiberty eleven months ; was again arrested for stealing, tried,
convicted, and sent to Auburn prison for five years, and served his
time out. During the last year of bis time he was found to be in-
sane, and a part of the time confined in his cell. At the expiration
of his time, was discharged and came to this place. For a short
time he was very regular,and conducted bimself well. His conduct
becoming suspicious, he was arrested aud confined in prison under
the charge of unsound mind, where he now remains. No pardons or
deaths in the prison. A physician is employed whenever needed.
Prisoners supplied with bibles and religious books, and sometimes
newspapers.
M. MITCHELL,
R. REED,
Committee.

ORANGE COUNTY PRISON.
Ezamined July 20, 1847.

This prison is situated at Newburgh, having five rooms. Small
rooms, 8 feet by ten; large rooms, 18 feet by 15. There are at

o
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present eight prisoners in this jail ; five in one room, two in another,
and one in another ; seven males and one female. Temperature of
rooms exceedingly damp, under ground, and badly ventilated ; there
ean be no circulation of air ; lighted by small square windows, double
grated and wired ; very damp, and warmed by stove. Scil tubs are
covered buckets. No employment in prison. Food eat in the priscn.
Breakfast and dinner, bread, meat, and soup ; supper, supawn and
treacle ; no tea or coffee. 'When destitute, supplied with clothing
by the tailor, which is paid for by the county. Pay of officers :
seventy-five cents, paid for the receipt and discharge of each prisoner.
Wooden bedsteads; no sheets; three blankets to each prisoner,
changed once in two or three weeks ; no pillows. Fuel furnished by
the county, for the cells, at about $40 per year. Relief of sick:
three physicians, at $20 each, for services; when called they must
attend. No deaths during the year. Punishment: none, as a general
thing ; eight or nine drunken persons (made so by the D. S. on the
road from Goshen jail) were chained for one night. Clothing changed
in summer once a week, and in winter once in two weeks. Cleanli-
ness: supply of water brought in by the family. System of govern-
ment : None special, except 1o “ keep them.” Classification : none ;
old and young, men and women, a1} together in the day time. Teack-
ing : none ; a pack of filthy cards was found in the hands of four
small boys, the oldest 12, the youngest 8 years old. Chaplain:
none. A church stands next door to this prison ; and it is a reproach
to its members that no Bible, religious, or other books were to be
found in the possession of any prisoner.
JOHN DUER,
EDGAR HICKS.

ORANGE COUNTY JAIL.
Ezamined July 21st, 1847.

This prison is situated at Goshen, the total expense of which is
$1500, $1100 of which were expended for food, the county paying
for each prisoner from 12 to 14 shillings per week. The expense of
clothing is about $100 per annum. Pay of the officers amounts to
about $100, derived from the payment of seventy-five cents for the
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receipt and discharge of each convict. The expense of fue;, mctl)nd-
ing that for the use of the court, amounts to $140. There. ﬂa.ve deen
iwo punishments in this prison in the course of the. year, in icte: on
a man and a woman ; the kind of punishment, chains or irons, which
was ordered by the keeper. The clothing is supplie(! by the cou;ty,
and changed once a month ; it is suﬁicienf in quantity and E}na xt).'.
The prisoners eat three times a day in their cells. The breal alst 1;
bread and molasses ; dinner, meat and vegetables. The supply of
water is sufficient. They have straw beds, but no sheets. ~The bed-
steads are of wood, and the bedding changed as offen as necessary.,
The construction of the prison is of stone, two stories high, and 36;:
by 30 feet in dimensions; number of rooms are thirteen, eleve:xn?
which are single, 6 by 7 feet ; two double rooms, 7 by 15 feet. o he
ventilation is bad ; no opening but at the top of the door, e{nd a dlg 4y
square window. The prison is warmed by a coal stove, with a rur:l
in the second story. The cells are dry. No vermin were apparent.
The males are kept up stairs, and the women dm';vn stairs. The co;]m y
judge and the county superintendent visit twice a year; theyTh::
no clergyman, and their only books a Bible and prayer-book. .
‘was one man found insane. There are no separate ;pamnenls or
iminals and debtors are placed together.
debtors, so that crimi; praste iy
EDGAR HICKS,
Committee.

BROOME COUNTY JAIL.
Examined August 10, 1847.

This prison is in the Court-house at Binghamton, and situated in
the basement, four feet under ground.

The cells are planked, and lined with sheet iron, spiked ; floor ﬂ:
same. Not well ventilated. Soil-tubs emptied weekly, or som :
times daily. Cells somewhat damp, almost entil:ely dark, and hna
ventilation except a few holes, of about one inch diameter, throug“s
cast-iron door ; two cells fourteen feet square, and two dark cells.
Debtors’ room (first floor, over the cells) same size.

Two prisoners now in jail.

e
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No clothing ever supplied 5 changed weekly. Eat three times a
day ; fare, common, coarse food, consisting of coffee in the morning,
tea at night, puddings, boiled victuals, vegetables, &c.

County pays
fourteen shillings per week for the boa

rd of each prisoner.

Purniture : wooden double bedsteads, straw beds, feather pillows ;
sheets and blankets changed weekly.

The two in jail were knitting large nets for themselves, One of
the prisoners had been confined in irons for safety.

The jailer him-
self absent ; information obtained from his wife.

Books : Bibles to read, and books and papers.

No classification. No visitation.

M. MITCHELL,
R. REED,
Committee.

OTSEGO COUNTY JAIL.

Ezamined August, 1847,
This prison is situated at Cooperstown, and is built of stone ; one
story high.  Consists of tworooms. From one of the rooms are three
cells, from the other five cells; all the cells are used as sleeping
apartments. The cells are only opened and ventilated into the prison
room; and the only light or entrance from said room. Each larger

1o0m has two good-sized windows : is dry and comfortable. There

5
has been lately a hole cut through the roof, to aid the ventilation.
Water running in one of

the rooms on one side of the jail.  The
land is not enclosed ; any one can come to the windows, look in,
converse with, or furnish the prisoners with any thing and every
thing they want. The jail has been indicted four times by the grand
Jury for alteration, and they have drawn a plan for an additional
story. The ground lying by the side of the jail cannot be obtained,
@nd the jail is on the Tine ; therefore they cannot fence it.

Present number of prisoners is four. No clothing provided by the

tounty, and none needed ; changed weekly. No uniform nor Sun-
[Assembly No. 243.] 16
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day dress. [FEat three times a day, and live as the jailer and his
family do. Plenty of water running in the jail for any purpose. No
conveniences for bathing. Cot bedsteads, straw beds, feather pillows ;
plenty of bedding, clean and new. No elassification. Sometimes
visited by the clergy ; no chaplain or other teaching. No pardons
nor deaths in the prison, nor punishments of any kind upon any

prisoner.
M. MITCHELL,

R. REED,
Commiltee.

CORTLAND COUNTY JAIL.
Erzamined August 10, 1847.

This jail is situated in the village of Cortlandville, and is built
entirely of stone. Floors, and over-head walls of cells, are stone,

about eight inches thick, standing citywise,and keyed with iron bolts,
and iron doors. Cells, 4 feet by 8. No ventilation, except through
the grated door into the court surrounding the cells, which is divided
into two parts; each half surrounding the cells of the width of about

five feet. Each part ventilated by a small, low window, beavily
barred withiron. The cess-pools are very offensive, a drain extend-
ing but little distance from the jail, with but little descent, and
nothing to carry off the filth.

‘The jail is in the basement of the Court-house, which is built of
brick, is situated on low, wet ground, and the floor of the jail is three
feet below the level of the ground, is very damp, and covered thick
with a wet, blue mould.

The jail consists of two rooms, with three cells communicating
with each, and a dark cell, communicating with neither. The jail is
surrounded by a high fence.

No prisoner in jail, and no employment. Common, coarse bed-
ding, changed weekly ; wooden bedsteads, clothes changed weekly ;
none furnished weekly. Eat three times a day in the jails; common,
coarse food ; the county pays twelve shillings per week for the
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board of each prisoner. No classification of prisoners. Sometimes
visited by the clergy; no other teaching. No !pardons nor deaths.
lN? punishment inflicted on any of the prisoners of any kind in the
jail.  Bibles furnished, and newspapers not, to the prisoners.
R. REED,
Committee.

ERIE COUNTY PRISON.
Ezamined October, 1847.

This prison is situated at Buffalo, enclosed by a high wall, and
contains forty cells, twenty on the first, and twenty on the second
story, 4 feet by 8, and 8 feet to ceiling ; no ventilation except through
the grated door.  Over these cells in the third story are 8 more, cov-
ering the whole area of the lower 20 cells, for females, and are better
ventilated.

The whole number committed from January Ist to August 11th,
1?47, is499. The keeper was courteous and kind, and willing to
give all information which he himself possessed, and as the yeuar was
not full, he gave me the books and showed me the manner of keeping
them. They are well kept—the history of inmates more fully noted
than by any other keeper known to me, but he is not willing to adopt
our forms as being too laborious for the compensation which he re-
ceives. For the year ending January, 1846, he gave me a full and
minute account. The whole number committed in 1846 was 707 ;
to wit: murder, 3; manslaughter, 1; arson, 15 grand larceny, 47;
burglary, 14; larceny, 12; counterfeiting, 10; forgery, 9; bigamy 3;
ro}:bery, 9; robbing U. S. mail, 4; embezzlement, 1; rape, 2; assault’
with intent to commit a rape, 1; false pretences 7 ; receiving stolen
goods, 5; petit larceny, 2d offence, 16; petit larceny, 131; assault
Witl:: intent to kill, 7; assault and riot, 1; assault and battery, 119;
malicious trespass, 4; want of sureties, 11; selling liquor without li-
cense, 9; vagrancy, 123; disorderly conduct, 115; keeping disorderly
house, 1; keeping bawdy house, 12; contempt of court, 4; assault
and .bat(ery on public officer, 4; bastardy, 1; disturbing religious
feeting, 1; publishing slanderous articles in a paper called  Nick of
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the Woods,” 1; selling papers containing slanderous articles, 5;
crime against nature, 1; indecent exposure of person, 1; illegal vo-

ting, 1; mal-practice as physician, 2; abandoning child, 1.

Of whom were males, 592; females, 115; whites, 638; blacks, 66,
and Indians 3. Natives, 318 ; foreigners, 319; under twenty, 102;
twenty to thirty, 285; thirty to forty, 170; forty to fifty, 100; over
fifty, 50. Temperate, 44; moderate drinkers, 13; intemperate, 650.
First commitment, 404; committed once before, 111; twice before,
81; four times before, 83; ten times and over befor'e, 28. Of41
debtors committed and imprisoned within the same time, were com-
mitted on writs of capias, 13; ca sa, 12; justices’ executions, 13.
ne exeat, 1; judges warrant, 2.

R. REED,
Committee.

MONROE COUNRTY PRISON.

Exramined October, 1847.

This prison is situated at Rochester, and contains forty cells, 6 feet
by 8. Twenty on the first floor, and twenty on the second floor,
same size, and twelve larger cells on the third floor for females. The
debtors prison consists of two of about 12 feet square, well venti-
lated.

Committed from January 1st, 1847 to July 1847, as follows : Pe-
tit larceny, 47; assault and battery, 103; burglary, 4; disorderly
conduct, 193; bastardy, 4; petit larceny, 2d offence, 6; grand larce-
ny, 3; fraud, 3; vagrancy,20; malicious mischief, 3; prostitution, 4;
burglary and larceny, 1; embezzlement, 1; breaking the peace, 3;
murder, 5; bigamy, 1; false pretence, 5; disorderly house, 1; chal-
lenging to fight, 1; counterfeiting, 1; rape, 1; conveying liquor into
jail, 1; assaulting officers, 4; indecent exposure of person, 1; wit-
nesses, 3. 'Total, 420.

R. REED,
Conunittee.
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ULSTER COUNTY PRISON.
Ezamined July 29, 1847,

This prison is situated at Kingston, built in 1818, of stone, con-
tains nine rooms, three in the cellar, (dark;) number in each room,
from 2 to 4, as the case may be; six rooms are 10 by 14 feet dimen-
sion, and for security as good as can be expected ; lighted by square
grated windows ; warmed by wood stoves ; dry and healthy. The
keepers and prisoners deserve credit for more cleanliness and care
than we have seen at either of the other prisons—night wants well
provided for by filth pipe, which enters a pit outside the building.
Nine prisoners at present in this prison, (males.) No employment.
Expenses—Iast year about $2200 as per sheriff’s bill, including ex-
penses of court room, cleaning, &c.; repairs to the amount of five
dollars.  Food—average number of prisoners since June 1st, 1847,
sy 9, (last year’s board, $2 per week.) Pay of officers—under
sheriff gets $200, and his own and wife’s board, say $300; fuel, say
§100; relief of sick—salary of physician $50 per annum. Punish-
ments during the year, 1 colored man on bread and water for three
days; in solitary confinement, 2; for breaking jail, 2, one as an as-
sistant to the other; kept the principal confined 4 weeks, and the as-
sistant four or five days, all by order of the jailer. Present number
punished, two.

Clothing—shirts changed cnce a week, and sheets once in two
weeks; supplied by the county when necessary; present supply suffi-
dient; no uniform; no Sunday dress. Diet and cleanliness—pork,
botatoes and common bread, now and then vegetables; eat in cells
twice a day; water carried in three times a day; wash basin and a
tolerable supply of water. No arrangements for bathing. Bedding,
Straw, two sheets, and covering enough, changed once a week. Bed-
steads, rough board bunks.

Classification—none at all ; visited by county inspectors twice a
year; they were here yesterday, No teaching—no chaplain.
JOHN DUER,
EDGAR HICKS,
CHAS. PARKER,
Committee.
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DUTCHESS COUNTY PRISON,
Examined August 6th, 1847.

"This prison is situated at Poughkeepsie ; built of stone ; contains
12 rooms, each 14 by 10 feet. Number in eack room, 2 if not
crowded. Security not very safe ; windows open into yard or street.
Ventilation bad ; no entrance for air. Lighted by close grated win-
dows on hubs 3 feet 6 inches. Warmed by wood stoves; dry.
Night wants, tubs. Average number of prisoners during 6 months,
11 ; wmales 10, females 1 ; present number, 10 males. Total annual
expenses for last year, including court house, &c., &c., about $2,600.
Extraordinary repairs, $200 for 4 doors. Food, about 11 shillings
per week for each person. Pay of jailer, 75 cents for lock up fees.
Fuel, including court rooms, say $210. Relief of sick, $50 per year,
for services of physician. No deaths or punishments during the year.
1 insane in irons. Clothing changed once a week ; supplied by the
county when necessary ; sufficient for this weather; no uniform.
Diet and cleanliness—breakfast, coffee and milk sweetened with mo-

lasses, B. & B ; dinner of meat, potatoes; good bill of fare, good
fish for change, pork, &c.; 3 meals in summer, 2 in winter ; eatin

rooms. Water good, and is abundantly furnished when wanted;
supply for washing, pretty good ; for bathing, in a round tub filled
from a pipe. Bedding, straw, and kept clean ; no sheets; blankets,
and changed as often as required. Bedsteads, none. Classification
a sort of general and humane one. A religious person, Mr. Giles,
visits and labors for the good of the prisoners cach Sunday, instruct-
ing them in the duties of life. No chaplain, except the above person.
He is allowed by the supervisors.
CHARLES PARKER, Committee.

ONTARIO COUNTY PRISON.
Ezamined August 13, 1847.

This prison is situated at Canandaigua. The records are not mi
nutely kept, and not much information to be gathered from the she-
rifi’s books. T introduced our forms, and he will probably adopt
them 1 future.

R. REED, Committee.
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SENECA COUNTY PRISON.
Ezamined October, 18417.

This prison is situated at Waterloo. It was empty. The sheriff
was absent from home, and but little information could be obtained.
I introduced our forms, and hope in future to be able to get correct
veturns.

R. REED, Committee.

HERKIMER COUNTY PRISON.
Ezxamined October, 1847.

The committee found this prison in charge of David Rasback,
keeper. The prison is pleasantly located in the town of Herkimer,
and fronting the court house on the opposite side of the main street.
The exterior of the building is neat and elegant. The keeper’s house
adjoins the prison.  The prison proper is a very substantial building,
in dimensions about 45 by 65 feet. There are two ranges of cells,
built in a substantial and durable manner, containing thirteen rooms or
cells.  Five of these are large, 10 by 12 feet, and 7 feet high, and
8 small, 4 by 7 feet, and one used as a dark cell. The corridors or
halls are very narrow. 'The prison is heated by a furnace in the
lower story, with flues leading to each cell. The doors of the cells
are grated. The prison presents an air of great security, strength
and durability. The locks, however, of the prison seem to require
some alteration, as the keeper informed us that he recently had a
prisoner that habitually unlocked h's cell, and went out at pleasure.
The county allowance is at present about $2 a day, which, however,
is governed by the price of provisions. The prisoners food consists
of coffee or tea in the morning, with wheat and Indian bread ; din-
ner, meat, potatoes and bread ; supper, mush or bread and milk.
The county supplies clothing when necessary.  Furniture of the cells,
cots or bedsteads ; straw beds, which are changed about twice a year ;
no sheets or pillows allowed. Water is supplied by the keeper in
pitchers. Linen changed weekly. Night wants provided for by cov-
ered tubs. The cells are whitewashed about twice a year. The
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lower tier of cells are rarely occupied, and are at present used
as store rooms. The windows in the enclosed building are rguch too
small, rendering the prison dark and disagreeable. No p\fmshmen.ts
are inflicted except curtailment of privileges. No work is done in
the prison, although there is a fine large room well suited to the pur-
pose. The expenses of the prison are about $1000 a year, $100 of
which is paid for lighting and heating, and there are .several other
small items besides the board of the prisoners, which it includes.

This prison was ereeted in 1834, and cost $10,0001 Ther.e -is no
regular physician employed. The clergymen of the village vxs:f the
prison occasionally, but the prisoners have no books, noteven a blbl.E,
without it is furnished by the keeper. The prisoners are kept in
their cells, except half an hour daily, when they are let out undefthe
observation of the keeper. Two or three prisoners are sometimes
confined in the Jarge cells at once, but only one in the small. The
compensation of the jailor is derived from a charge of' 75 cents as a
lock up fee, and the use of the dwelling part of the prison for his f‘a-
mily. This method of compensating the keeper seems to bear with
great injustice on those committed for supposed offences, 'fmd after-
wards proved to be innocent, and in such cases should certainly never
be demanded.

JOHN D. RUSS,
Committee of Examination.

SCHOHARIE, SCHENECTADY, SARATOGA, MONTGOMERY
AND FULTON COUNTY PRISONS.

Ezamined August, 1847.

The committee appointed by the New-York prison association to
examine the county prisons in the 4th inspection district, comprising
the counties of Schoharie, Schenectady, Saratoga, Montgomery and
Fulton, would respectfully report that this duty was attended to dur-
ing the second week of August. A few general remarks will apply
to these prisons collectively. The officers in their treatment of the
prisoners are uniformly kind and forbearing, not a single instance of

< e

i
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punishment baving been recorded during the year. The food is of
unexceptionable quality and quantity. The arrangements with re-
gard to bedding, clothing and washing seemed to be entirely sufficient
for the comfort of all concerned. An air of cleanliness and attention
to all the necessary wants of the prisoners was apparent in each es-
tablishment to such a degree as merits the highest commendation.
Each prison was well supplied with stoves, and according to testi-
mony taken, there was no lack of fuel in the proper season. There
is no system of ventilation in any of the prisons. The whole subject
should be studied more carefully and practically, though at the time
of the visitation, the atmosphere of the prisons was pure and whole-
some. The Jaw with regard to the labor of convicts seems to have
fallen into entire neglect, excepting so far asa few are employed in
the department of waiters and servants. One man was observed labor-
ing at his trade, that of a basket maker, in the prison at Balston, Saratoga
county. He was insane, and work had been furnished him at his own
request.  This general fact, in the opinion of the committee, goes to
prove the wisdom of a suggestion made in the last Annual Report,
page 361; 4. e. “whether the laws in relation to county prisons
might not be so modified as to divide the State into several penal dis-
triets, according to its population, in a central position in each of
which a prison should be erected after the most approved plan, in
which labor, instruction, and all the appliances for health and refor-
mation should be introduced.” With such an organization the pre-
sent prisons, when they are fit, might become mere houses of deten-
tion, and so arranged as, while they provided for the accommodation
of witnesses, those committed for want of bail, and on accusations
for misdemeanors, they should afford perfect separation for each and
all those committed on the suspicion of crime.”” The committee
would commend this whole subject to the careful consideration of
the Association. In all of the prisons there was a good supply of
bibles, hymn books, &c., and a tolerable amount of religious instruc-
tion by clergymen and others in the vicinity. Particular mention
should be made of the indefatigable exertions of the keeper of the
Saratoga county prison in behalf of the spiritual welfare of those
tommitted to his care ; and also of the interest which several benevo-
lent ladies have manifested in the Montgomery county prison. The
Immortal interests of those incarcerated in our county prisons, how-
ever, demand far more thorough and systematic efforts than have
thus far been put forth. Too little reliance, it is to be feared, has
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been placed upon the promises of Gtod tvo bless thle) r;em;‘s :;Zd :;::
sowing the seeds of virtue and religion in the hot beds o
immorality. o

THE SCHOHARIE COUNTY PRISON,

s a small stone structure, being one story high, and about 30 by
42 feet, containing two rooms and two dungeons. 'It hastb;eii tr;;
cently erected at a cost to the county of $2000. Tt is situal e't o
rear of the new court house, though entirely se?a.rate from 1'.5 .
average number of prisoners is three, thus admitting of cl'asm cal u;n
without difficulty. This prison is under the charge of Tobias Bouck,
Esq., sheriff of the county.

THE SCHENECTADY COUNTY PRISON,

Is under the same roof with the court house and family accAomn;t.r
dations of the keeper. The principal fault to be found wivxth this
prison is its being utterly inadequate to any attempts at classmc;xttl;n,
The average number of the prisoners is frC{m fen ‘,0 ﬁf’teen,'ant ! ney
are crowded into four rooms, to spend their time in downngh; id e-f
ness. Schenectady being such an important pont upo'n the line o
the canal, draws within its borders great numbers of s\nfﬂebs-s a:lvefr;;
turers, among Whom will always be found many fit :.u jec ;c}.e.
prison discipline, vagrants, petty thieves, am.i noisy braw! erls. -
nectady therefore requires in her county prison, more ample acl:)ccseL
modations, and a more thorough regimen. This matter cannot ﬂe "
down as the fault of any one individual, and by no means as r; eé
ing upon the excellent general management of the keeper, Jonnwe‘.‘
Van Voast, Esq. It is the fault of the age. The men were allo "
unrestricted intercourse with each other. This prison is under the
charge of Michael Thompson, Esq., sheniff of the county.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PRISON, )

n the town of Fonda, had, at the time of our visit, but one mmate:
an ignorant black man, awaiting his trial upon the charge of attemp!
to commit a rape on a white girl. A simple book was handed hll{%
from which he contrived to spell out a few words. The comn:l;
ments during the year at this prison had been 52 ; average numbe]
2. Herman Ehle is the keeper.
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SARATOGA COUNTY PRISON,

‘Was found to be the most commodious and best arranged of the
five prisons in this district. It is in the village of Ballston, and is
under the direction of P.H. McOmber, the deputy sheriff. The
classification here is good, there being nine rooms to the average

number of five prisoners. The whole establishment appeared clean
and comfortable.

For several minor particulars not conveniently incorporated in a
report of this general nature, the committee would refer to the statis-
tics which they collected from the prison books and other reliable
sources. It is a matter of deep regret that these statistics are so
meagre. It is to be hoped that the printed tables which have been
left at the different prisons, with instructions as to the manner of fill-
ing them out, will remedy the deficiencies which have existed. As
far as the statistics go, it will be seen that additional proof is afforded
of intemperance and ignorance being the most fruitful sources of
crime,

All of which is respectfully submitted.

THOMAS GALLAUDET,
CHARLES PARKER,
Committee.
CHENANGO COUNTY PRISON.
Ezamined August 10, 1847.

This prison is situated at Norwich, and is 25 feet by 24 ; is well
ventilated, clean and in good order, and well enclosed by a substan-
tial fence. Present number of prisoners 5 ; 4 malesin 1 room, and
1 female. No employment in the prison. No pardons nor deaths,
nor punishments of any kind. No clothing been required ; changed
weekly. Have a physician, and the sick well provided for. Eat

three times a day in the jail; all live same as the jailer.
fee, vegetables, &c.

of each prisoner.
sheets and blankets changed weekly. Water plenty for washing.

Bible for each prisoner, and other reading matter when asked for.
No classification ; no teaching.

Tea, cof-
County pays 14 shillings per week for board

Wooden bedsteads, straw beds, feather pillows ;

M. MITCHELL,
R. REED,
Committee.
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PRISONS OF OTHER STATES.

MAINE.

Annual Report of the Warden of Maine State Prison, 1847,
———

There are now confined in the prison, 70 convicts, and employed
as follows, viz :

In lime quarry,...... In wheelwrights’ shop,..... 6

Shoemaking,..oovuvse Hospital, sick,

Tailoring, ... Lumpers,. .

Washing, . . Waiters,

Cooking,. .

Smitns’ shop,..vvey ... Aggregate,

Care is taken to obtain good overseers. They take pride in seeing
those under them well cared for. Each convict who wishes, has a
small garden in which he is permitted to Jabor a few minutes daily,
and while he takes the fresh air, he is raising also from his garden
such vegetables as his taste may require. The vegetables thus raised
they control, and during the whole fall and winter they are supplied
with all kinds of eatables, which to them are extra. They generally
take great delight in this pleasure. I am quite happ) at a
very large proportion of the convicts behave well, and hur @ snall
number have to be punished, and that all the punishment da'in; the
year has been mild, such as to shut them up in the du ~on ur' . we
obtain a promise of reform.

To show this legislature at a glance, how the affai: -
have been conducted since I first took charge, viz., A}

Eshall charge the prison with
Amount of stock and tools on hand April 26th, 1839,. .
do  cash received from state treasurer,
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Cr. By am’t stock and tools on hand, April 1847. Cr.
30,1847, seve naers -easss $17,056 56 April 30. By stock and tools on hand,.... $17,056 56
do notes and accounts more than cash received of visiters, ’111 1
owedy saeaneetanianenns 7,041 79 do of ccnvicts admitted, 8 47
do  new prison,... 13,177 44 rec’d and charged for clothing, .. 130 72
do  lime kilns, shed do do  fuel and lights;.... 32 16
house, . uuenuns 2,600 00 do do  lime quarry,....... 2,42 74
do makif)g entire new fence around do wheelwrights, 3:592 p
prison; ... Ceveeanes 500 00 do building and repairs 3 50
do  loss by fire in 1841, as settled do ’ 605 29
by a committee of the legis- ] do subsistence 261 74
lature of 1842,. . eveveen.. 9,119 65 i do choemaki ’
—_— 49,395 4 mNgyees. 5,621 80
—— do expense account,. .. 14 8
.. $6,427 92 do blacksmithing,. . 1,681 60
= balancey..vu.uas.. . 2,988 82
By the above statement, it is shown that in eight years the prison —_—
has failed to pay its way by the sum of $6,427.92, making a deficit 833,651 83
of $803.49 a year. Amount due prison on not d P
It is a consoling idea that a state numbering more than 500,000 due from prison !c)mhnoles o ]es and accounts, $14>110-?3~ .Amount
inhabitants, has in its only state prison but 70 inmates and averaging $1.041 791’) nd accounts, §7,068.44. Bua'ance in favor,
less than that for a series of years, though large in territory and [ .
bounded as we are upon the provinces of a foreign nation. BENJAMIN CARR.

L R T R

Convicts.

Number of convicts, April 30, 1846
1846. Dr. Received since,. ... ’ ’
April 30. For stock and tools on hand, ceens $17437 89

paid officers’ salaries, 4,189 64 .
do convicts discharged,. 161 91 Discharged on expiration of sentence,. ... ..

do for clothing, .... . 369 10 Pardoned,........... cases

do fuel and lights, . . 978 08 Diedyoviiiiiniiienananns

do lime QUAITYyueesiaosvonsas 938 45

do wheelwrights, ... .. 1,831 52 Remaini .

do building and repairs,. . ven 222 18 emaining number, April 30, 1847,

do ) . 538 50 Whole number committed since July 2d, 1824,
do subsistence, . . . 1,927 % Discharged on expiration of sentence,.... ..
do shoemaking, .... .. 3,061 46 Pardoned, ........

do expense accounty.vesessss o 1,235 12

do blacksmithing,.ee... . 670 03 Escaped and not retaken,

$33’55r§ Present number, April 30, 1847y......... :. .
s

The State Prison in account with the State of Maine.
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Crimes.
L S P
Assault with intent to kill,. ...,
Larceny, s oeeeesncananasensaacniicssinenees 49
Arson, ..
Burglary, ..
Adultery,...
Passing counterfeit money,. .
Murder—sentence commuted,..... .
Murder—awaiting sentence of death,....vc.ive
Murder in the second degree,.....

Forgeryy.eeeieecancnne s ciereerasae
Polygamy, covvvnriiaonnonenes

Receiving stolen goods,

T2 - -0 20

Annual Report of the Inspectors of Maine State Prison.

During the past year the conduct of the prisoners generally has
been good, and mild punishment by solitary conﬁnemf’nt for a few
days, kas, in most cases, had the effect to subdue the dxsmderlyj,’ but
in a few cases it has been found necessary to inflict an additional
punishment, by compelling some of them to wear a chain and Lj‘Og,
nor can it be expected while the number of convicts for l-ife is as
large as it is at present, and they are allowed to asso.ciate w.nhiot!ler
prisoners, that order can be maintained without occasionally inflicting
more severc punishment than a few days solitary confinement.

There appears to be a great difference of opinion at present, among
those who have given the subject of prison confinementand discipline
much care and attention, whether the plan of solitary labor, or worlf'
ing in company during the day and lodging separately at night, i
best calculated to sustain the health and reform the prisoners.

Each of these systems has strong advocates, and much has been
said and written upon the subject, and the interest that has been
manifested cannot fail to exert a salutary influence upon the prisoner
and improve prison discipline, as the defects of each system are care:
fully watched and commented upon by the advocates of the other
and every opportunity is improved to obtain a correct account of the
mental and physical health of the convicts.

No. 213} 269

Without advancing an opinion as to the comparative merits of the
different systems, the inspectors feel confident that those who are
sentenced for life should not be permitted to asscriate with those who
are confined for only a short time ; they should not be situated so as
to enable them to exert an iufluence upon thos: who may in a short
time be in a situation to assist them from the cutside of the prison
walls. -

It is nearly impossible for an overseer to prevent the prisoners from
occasional conversation while they are allowed 1o be together ; the
expense of keeping such prisoners separately, would undoubtedly be
greater than as they are now situated ; but taking into consideration
the influence they exert upon young convicts who are in prison for
a short time, instilling into their minds feelings of revenge, stimulat-
ing to disobedience and insubordination, subjecting them to frequent
punishment, thereby souring their minds towards the officers, preven-
ting them from application to their work, thus depriving them of the

| advantage of a trade when they leave the prison, whereby they might

be enabled to find useful employment, preparing them for associating
with their former companions in idleness and dissipation, almost se-
curing their return after a short absence, the whole expense of the
prison would not probably be increased by the change,

The cells are all furnished with a bible, and the prisoners are sup-
supplied with books from the library ; the cells are well lighted, af-
fording a good opportunity for reading after they are confined for the
night.

The clothing of the convicts is good and comfortable, and much
care is taken by the officers to preserve cleanliness.

The food of the prisoners is good, and furnished to them in suffi-
tient quantity ; they have rye and corn meal bread, or corn meal
pudding and molasses for breakfast and supper, and beef and potatoes
o bread, pork and beans, or fish, pork and potatoes for dinner ; in
#ddition to this, they are supplied through the year with hot coffee
with their dinner.

BENJ. F. BUXTON,
GEORGE A. STARR,
STEPHEN BARROWS,

Ins. Maine State Prison.

Maine State Prison, May 21, 1847.
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Chaplain’s Report. Who]e number of conviets received since July 2, 1824,.... 909
Discharged on expiration of sentence, ;

To the Inspectors of the Maine Stafe Prison:
Pardonedy..es oo, e

Gentlemen—During the past year we have had two religious exer-
cises in the chapel each Lord’s day. Each cell is furnished with a
bible, and T occasionally distribute religious tracts among them, for
which most of them appear grateful.

New books are soon to be added to the present library, which will
give them a good supply of moral and religious reading.

JOB WASHBURN,

Chaplain of the Maine Stale Prison. Rape, e vsennninnnn,
Assault with intent to kill,.

Escaped and not takeny.vvvousnuens
Remaining number, .

Recapitulation of balance in different departments. .

Balance in favor Wheelwright department,.. 1,773 60
« « Shoemak:mg « ... 2,165 66 Passing counterfeit money,. .
‘:‘ « B!acksmlth . 996 37 Murder—sentence commuted eee
‘ ) ;xme quarry .. « in second degree,. vy vueiann ..
'eam . “« awaiting sentence of death,.
) Forgery,siveeaeenss
Balance against Subsistence department,. .. 2,689 19 Po]ygamy
« 1 Fuel and lights, « ... 773 T Receiving ’stole;x gt;
« Clothing, “oL ..

“ Expense account, ...

Ages of convicts when comuiit:
From 10 to 20 years,..
20 to 30
Statement of convicts. 30 to 40
40 to 50
50 to 60
60 to 70

Balance in favor of income department,.....

Number of conviets in prison, April 30, 1846,
Received SINCey o vas cossresonssoresamanee

Discharged on expiration of sentencey.seeeececorseesses

Pardoned,..oeiveseressatnoosinstsnsarensnesres

Diedyssrseressrsearcacesscensasecansans .
v . . LI LET R Term of sentence.

N . During ifey v euseeeensonsreennnss
Remaining, April, 1847, ccevvnseecncronannsconene Sentenced to be hanged;...uesoennss
= PPor 12 years, .ievieeniuiniieriiinniinines
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There have been discharged during the year ending May
31, 1847:—By expiration of senter [N
7 . . : By remission of sentence,.... .
By order of court,
By commitment to Insane Hospital. .
By death

1 year, 6 months, .
lyear, couecennn

Total,eeveinen s Of those now remaining in prison, 60 are males, and 1is a female;

58 are whites, and 3 colored.
Number of duys occupied by Convicts in different Departments for the Greatest number of convicts in prison at any one time during
year ending April 30, 1847. the last year,

n Q 3200 Smallest number of convicts in prison at any one time, .
N QUATTYy e eve sonssaasvrsonsonasonsanse ;
Smithg;,shop, . ceeas .. 1658 Average during the year,

¢ Shoe shopy..evevanen 2;;2 The number of convicts now in prison is smaller than has occurred
¢ Wheelwrights’ she .

915 at any period for the last eighteen years, as will be seen by reference
¢ Tailorsyeseaenns reve : 558 to the accompanying table :
s;:kl:;s‘ o . : ceresss 09 Ages of those now in prison, at the time of their commitment.
S sssessssassscrssscranen D ]
’ 492 W Under 15 years,......... 1  Between 50 and 60 ears,.
years, years,
Bumpers,seeeveeeiiiecnsninenns . . 628 Between 15 and 20 years,. Between 60 and 70 years,.
Hospital, (sick,) eevevvrevaeeaiens . 852 Between 20 and 30 years,.
Sabbath, (in cell).oieiieaiireiiienereiianianes Between 30 and 40 years,.
Stormy veevsnssecesesess 11T B Between 40 and 50 years,.
FE T O

4
Holidays, N ceeen . . 25

Waiters, ovevuieeieesineeseesencesassesasasssosnnson

Crimes of those now in prison.
Larceny,.....
Burglary, &ec...........
. Horse stealing,
I\EW-HAMPSHIR?. Murder, ..

[
JE— Rape,

Passing counterfeit bills, ..
Attempt to murder,

Manslaughter, ..........
Assault with intent to com-

mit manslaughter,.....
Attempt at rape,.........
Abusing female child, with

intent at rape,........,
Warden’s Report. Breaking store,..........

. L Arson
ber of convicts remaining in prison, May 31, n,
The whole number g Buming barn -

1N
WM W Wk A O

1846, R L R YRR REREL
The whole number since received into prison, is..... “een

i Assembly, No. 243.
Making the whole number of prisoners during the year,....... 8 [Assembly, No 1
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Terms of sentence of those now in prison.

For 1 yeary coeveosnsees

For 2 years, ove cosveree

For 3 yearsyeeasnssoaese 1
For 4 years,...
For 5 years,....
For 6 yearsyueeeneasares
For 7 yearsye o s
For 8 years,, ..

For 20 years,.

- 00 MO OO R =Y QU

States and countries of which those in prison are natives.

New-Hampshire, ..ov.o.o 32
Massachusetts, o eeeveenes
Maine,. ...

6

5
Vermontyessseesvecess %
New-York,.oooeaenones ?
5

1

Pennsylvaniay . ceeeeesss
Treland, coeoeensoonncns
Upper Canadayevcveeeess

Merrimack,.cooevaananes

Employments: of those in prison.

Blacksmiths . coovvovnnens 12
Tabinet makers «...oecoee 19
Shoe makers. covevrerares 21

Seamstress cosesosscesoss

2
1
1
Old and ipfirm. .oveeveess 1

[AssEmprY

For 9 years,seevaeeevens
For 10 years;...ovavees
For 14 years,seeessveoss
For 15 yearsyseesseeesss

For lifeyevenevnecnevens

Lower Canada,.covueesee
England, .covveesineens
Isle of Man,.ccvoeeenees
Francey.eesccesrsonerss
New Brunswick,..eecves

Counties from which these now in prison were commitled.

Rockingham, «eeeeven . 14 Cheshire, caseesreseress
Hillsborough,. . 13 Belknapy.eesecserresee
Grafton,. ..o ceese 11 Carroll,. .... .
Strafford, coovaeee 8 CO0Syanannnasnsnss to0
Sullivan,e.ee.. i

Hall sweeper...eoessesss
Tailor and barber.........
Washer vvevevssssseens
Engineer and fireman.. ...«

=3 RN

| I RO

[ MR

Fo.243]
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Recommitments.

Of the 61 convicts now in the prison, only 7 have heretofore been
inmates of this institution, while 7 others are known to have been
tenants of similar institutions in other States. Of those recommitted
to this institution, only one s a third comer ; the other six being upon
their second term of service. Of 111 convicts sent forth into the
world during the last four years, buta single individual has been
recommitted here ; and only one, so far as is known or believed, to
the prison of any other State or country.

During the past year, as heretofore, I have endeavored to maintain
and continue the same mild, but decided system of governing the
prisoners, to which I referred at some length in my last report.
Another year’s experience has only strengthened and confirmed my
convictions, not merely of its practicability, but of its immense
| superiority, as a reformatory agent, over any severe, rigid, and
atbitrary method of controlling even the worst of men.

A variety of circumstances have combined to render the operations
of the prison less profitable in the aggregate this year than last.
The average number of convicts has been almost one-sixth less, while
the expense of supporting and superintending the less number has
increased instead of being proportionally diminished. Two successive
changes of contractors in the cabinet shop, have occasioned a con-
siderable diminution in the receipts from that department of the
prison. In February last, the contractor in the smith shop relin-
quished his contract and left the institution, carrying with him nearly
all the machinery and tools peculiar and indispensable to a continu-
ance of the particular branch of manufactures in which he had been
chiefly engaged for the last two or three years. No other contractor
offering, with the approbation of the directors I employed such of
the prisoners as could do it, in fitling up rew machinery and tools, to
enable the greater portion of the convicts heretofore employed in that
shop, to prosecute successfully the same business to which they hail
become accustomed. ‘The residue were removed to a newly fitted up
shoe shop, where they have been and still are employed under my
own superintendence and control. Entering upon a business entirely
new to them, their services were at first comparatively unprofitable.

In fitting up the new shoe shop, and the machinery and tools for
the smith shop, considerable expense was unavoidable,and to provide
the latter shop with the stock and materials necessary to its success-
ful g t, a iderable outlay of capital was required. The
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funds for these purposes have been cbtained, pattiy by loans, partly
from credit given to the institution, and in some degree by advances
1f.
ma'g;eb );Zfz:f {oss to the State, from the whole management.of the
institution, has been $648.52. Taking the aggregate services (31’
twelve prisoners for the year, the average number of com.'mts this
year being less than in the preceding, by that number, at thirty cer:it.s
each per day, $1,126.80, and adding Ph.ereto the excess of expenh.l-
tures for clothing and bedding, provisions, salaries, f-'uel, &e., this
year over those of last year, $156.61,and the amount is$1,283 .41

Receipts.
$1,936 66
2,186 16

Received from cabinet Shop. .ocecieeeeaeccnenereenne
smith shop...aeseeas caneaens

shoe shop. cvvvvenveens

hat shop...cvsennens

steam engine.....oeesevne

Visitors...oes

Amount of receipts.‘...................,......$5,405 bl

AR
———

Ezpenditures.

eeieeeienees $1830

veeeees 2818 12
.. 2,601 64

436 16

196 31

... $6,130 53
5,305

Paid interest.c.oevene
U eXPENSES.ecsarsrssonesenens
« for provisions.........

for clothing and bedding....ccevueecanes .

«  for repairs and IMProvements. o eeeiace v nne

Apparent expenditures. oo e iiiaiiiaeens
Amount of receipts........

Apparent loss to the institution. s eeve cneenienes
From which deduct property on hand, not appraised, and
not carried in the above accoUntS. . veesiveenennaees

And the actual loss is as before.. coeevieiieniaacacee

No. 243.] o7

Physician’s Report.

Bowel complaint, consequent upon the extreme heats of summer;
the bilious and typhoid fevers of autumn ; the catarthal and pulmonic
diseases of the winter and spring months, have been equally prevalent
in the prison as with the same amount of population abroad; with
this difference, however, that the same diseases are found to be less
complicated and more manageable here, and fatal symptoms more
easily obviated than in private practice.

The very excellent dietetic regulations of the prison, by which
which every convict is duly supplied with wholesome, plain food, in
such quantity and quality as abundantly to minister to every want of
the system, contributes very essentially to the uniform health that
generally prevails in the institution. Such I consider the perfection
in this department of the prison, that the domestic arrangement in
many families would be greatly improved, and the long scores of “vi-
sits and medicines” much curtailed by adopting the present weekly
bill of fare in respect to simplicity of preparation, due proportion,and
regular succession of animal and vegetable food as now furnished the
inmates.

The only evil experienced, for which it seems difficult to devise
an adequate remedy, is the deficient ventilation in the cells of the
otherwise greatly improved prison building.

The only death that has occurred under his charge was the case of
the old man, Chandler Peavy, under sentence for life, who, after lin-
gering for about six months under a gradually increasing decay of
constitution, died 11th March, at the advanced age of 82.

THO. CHADBOURNE.

VERMONT.
——

M
Report of the Directors of the Vermont State Prison, 1847, .

The order, neatness, and cleanliness observed in every part of the
establishment made a favorable impression on the directors ; they be-
lieve the discipline and police regulations of the prison have been
properly attended to, and so far as they bad opportunity of noticing,
they were satisfied with the g t of the busi concerns of
the prison.
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The liabilities of the prison, though yet large, have been dimin-
ished during the year, exclusive of interest, by the sum of $9,971.28.
To give a just view of the business operations of the prison for the
past year, it is necessary to allude to the business of previous years.
The amount of brogans, and the stock suitable for their manufacture,
has been very large since 1843 :
The brogans on hand in Boston, September 1st, 1846,

was appraised at Cereeaenn $7,851 50

There were in process of manufacture, and soon after
added to the stock in market, 2,350 pairs, which esti-

mated at the price of those in Boston, is.... 1,354 00

$9,205 50

Making, «.cvviiainiannns EEEEET eaen
The business has since been closed by the sale of all in

market, the nett proceeds of which was. 6,435 13

Showing an aggregate loss on the last year’s sales from
eeeeee. $27770 37

the appraisal, of...

The brogan business, strictly speaking, does not pertain to the
business of the present year. It will be seen that the shoe shop, to
which the above was charged, disconnected with the manufacture of
brogans, instead of a loss of $1,111.94, as will appear by this report,
has made a profit on the business proper of the year, of $1,658.43.

In considering the pecuniary affairs of the prison, the first glance
may lead to the conclusion, that the whole a:iount of the assets are
a reliable source to meet the liabilities. But on analyzing the assets,
it is found that $3,054 consists of tools and furniture, $1,635 of pro-
visions, clothing, &c., needed for immediate use in the establishment,
and that from $3,000 to $4,000 are needed to be constantly on hand
in stock and work in process of manufacture, making together not
less than $8,000, which cannot properly be applied to meet the lia-

bilities of the State.
S. H. JENISON,

A. WARDNER,
H. FIFIELD,

Directors.
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EXPENDITURE Anp I
NCOoan 3 N
ME FOR ONE YEAR, ENDING SEPT'nER 1, 1847.
Ezxpenditures.

Provisions, ...

Clothing, 2’202 2

Fuel and light,.,. .. . . 5;1 gg

Prison department, .........

Medical department, : 2(2)3 ;;

Shoe shop, (loss,) : 1,111 94

2

3,472 92
128 61

1,156 29

. d It ee ettt ettt tireaia., . 165 19
emands carried to suspended account, . 72 19

Deficit of assets compared with liabilities Sept. 1, 1846 222 52
Surplus of assets over liabilities, Sept. 1, 1847,. .., .. ..7 2,814 14
Or, in other words, the amount of the two last items con- ’

stitutes the excess of income over expenditnres and

loss for the year.

Pay and expense account,. ... ...
Repairs,

$12,468 21

—_—

Income.

State Treasury, o . oovviuivinuunn. ..., .

Admittance fees, ORI 10’222 (l)g

Carriage shop, 1,900 78

Collected on suspended debts, . e Ceraeaa ’ 72 88

Contingent gain arising from variations in inventory of
old demands,

$12,468 21
———
The unavoidable loss on the brogan business will account in
measure for the apparent heavy expenditure of the prison the as:
yea.r. On the Ist of December, 1845, when I first entered uponpthe
duties as superintendent of the prison, there was on consignment in
Boston, Mass., 12,500 pairs brogans, estimated by the then directo,
at $’7,21(? 5 and on hand at the shop, and in process of manufacturis
2?384 pairs, estimated at $882.43 ; also, hides in the process of tan-’
ning, and leather in various condition, suited principally for b
work and no other, estimated by directors, (mostly fromy repre:jftﬂal-l
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tions, as 1t could not be seen,) at $4,357.65, making the brogans and
brogan stock then on hand, all amount to the sum of $12,450.08.

Tn accordance with the views of the directors, as well as my own,
this heavy stock of hides and leather has been finished and manufac-
tured into such work as it was best fitted for, and sold for the best
prices that could be obtained. The final closing up shows a loss on
the whole from the appraisal of the December 1, 1845, of $3,370.37,
as shown by the reports of September 1, 1846, and September 1,
1847.

HIRAM BARLOW,
Sup’t Vermont State Prison.

Tuble showing the number of Convicts, and how employed.

In confinement September 1,1846,. 000 0vnee
Since committeds s vvevinsannens

Discharged by expiration of sentence,..
«“ %  Governor,...
“ ¢ death,

Leaving in confinement September 1, 1847,..
Received from the following counties,—
Rutland, ....
Franklin,. ....
Windham,. coeveveeens
Chittenden,,
Washington,..e...

Orleans, covevcesnnnes

Number received since Sept. 1, 1846,....... 16
Employed—
In carriage shop, wood work, including coopers,.....
Iron workyeeeosvens
Painting and trimming,....
In shoe shop, shoe manuafacturers,
Shop waiterysess ceeenrresssocosees
Tallorsyseeeveasss PR
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Bell waiter,..,.

1 Wood-cutter,... 1
Prison waiter, ., 1
1

Cooksyevvures 2
Jobbers, . uvvee. 3

Washer,.... ...

‘White males,. ... ovue
Black « .....

Physician’s Report.

The medical affairs of the prison, which have usually presented a
sameness from year to year, have been diversified in the past one by
an epidemic which resulted in the death of two convicts and the long
confinement of about one-fourth the whole number of those in prison.
The health of the convicts previous to the close of September last,
had been as good as usual, but at that time, Typhoid Fever com-
menced, and our hospital arrangements were not reduced to their
usual scale until late in December.

Our hospital accommodations are not sufficiently extensive to meet
our wants when an epidemic like this falls upon us, but under ordi-
nary circ they are sufficient. The two deaths referred to
are those of Dake and Kibbe ; the first died upon the 13th of Octo-
ber, 1845, and the last upon the 2d of the same month. One other
death, includes the whole catalogue of mortality for the past year.
Eugene Clifford, under sentence of death, expired on the 15th of
Mareh, 1847.

The case of this man being peculiar, requires some remark, He
had been in confinement nearly four years, excluded for the whele of
that period from society, exercise, and nearly from light. Thus situ-
ated, both body and mind sunk together. He came to prison a stout,
athletic man, in the prime of life—all his activities in full exercise
by strong passions and impulses; and from the day that the door of
his civil grave closed upon him, his progress was directly downwards
to that physical one, the lot of all. His case furnishes an exception
to man in general, of whom it is said “it is given to him once to
die ;” but poor Clifford met with a double deatb—an intellectual and
a physical death.
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It has been my duty to watch the health of this man for the whol.e
period of his sojourn in this place, and I can speak without any hesi-
tation of the change he underwent. His imell'ect v-vhen he came
here was unimpaired—he generally admitted his guilt to me, but
thought himself justified. He sought at times, for a few months, to
get some influence from abroad used in his behalf. It was then sup(;
posed that by the law he would, of necessity, be execut'ed at the en
of a year from the passing of his sentence ; but such an mterpreiat:;;
was given to the law, (then recently passed,) that the Gf)vernor 1
not feel himself compelled to issue the warrant for execution. A.fter
the year had passed, he began to have raving tur.ns—would be noisy,
abusive and violent, so much so, as to make it necessary to chain
him. In afew days this would pass off and he would be.come man-
ageable and orderly. Soon after this he was haunted with the idea
that he was unlawfully confined. He could not understand why, as
he had not been hanged at the time he expected to have befen, he
should still remain in confinement. The idea of unjust d-etenhon, as
he considered it, would lead him continually i.nto fits ofA violence and
insane rage. At such times, the scanty furniture of his narrow cell
would be destroyed, and his clothes would suffer the same fa}e.

Next to this succeeded a wish to be hung. Rea'son, which now
began to shine unsteadily, showed him that su.ch.a llfe—? « dea.t}.) in
life,”*—was less desirable than death, evenin its .most ignominious
form. I have still in my possession a document which he Wlsh‘ed me
to forward to the Governor, in which he begs him to order his exe-
cution. o )

At this period there were great changes in his fee]'m‘gs, from deep
despondency to correspondingly high exal‘?t\un of spirits—a gloomy
silence was succeeded by laughter, continuing for hours. He could,
however, give as little reason for his mirth as his sadnestf. At such
times there would be an occasional admixture of the old idea of un-
lawful detention. . )

The next change was refusal to take nourishment, with the‘ inten-
tion of starving himself, and in this way to escape from a life tha.\t
had become intolerable to himself. On one occasion he continued his
fast 8 or 10 days, but promised to eat again upon our making prepa-
rations to administer food by the stomach pump, and for a time ke!Jt
his promise ; but in the last year of his life he was very unsteady in

* Coleridge’s Ancient Mariner.
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his eating, several times going without for four or even six days in
succession,

About a year before he died he became possessed with the idea
that there was a conspiracy against his life, and that poison was con-
tinually administered to him in his food. There was also an idea of
supernatural agencies operating upon him, and ¢ burning him in his
bowels,” an idea, so far as T have observed, peculiar in some degtee
to insanity from derangement of the digestive organs. Supernatural
voices also called him names, such as dirty blackguard,” and others
equally disrespectful. T could never learn that any allusion was
made by these imaginary voices to his guilt. TIndeed, I never saw
any feeling of remorse or of penitence for the murder of his wife or
child.

In the last year he became less and less communicative, until he
would not speak at all, and for the last four months preceding his
dissolution he did not speak to any one or make any vocal sound,
except once, a few hours before he breathed his last, and then only a
word or two in reply to some question relative 1o the pain he seemed
to be suffering.

Such was the intellectual death of Clifford.

The gradual destruction of his physical powers kept pace with the
intellectual depression. One stage of bodily derangement succeeded
another, until life ceased. It was difficult at any time to say which
was least natural, the body or mind. Examination after death re-
vealed the existence of tubercle in the lungs, and in almost all the
abdominal viscera,—in fact, just the same pathological condition was
found to exist as is seen in the wild animals that die in their cages
after long confinement.

To the subject of insane convicts, I would again call your atten~
tion.  There is now a convict (Lambert) who is subject to attacks of
insanity, and at such times is very dangerous. No proper treatment
for such a case can be given here. His time expires before the Leg-
islature will be in session for 1848. Tt is very certain that he cannot
be discharged with safety to the public.

Chaplein’s Report.
T am happy to be able to state that a good degree of decorum and
propricty of deportment have been discovered among the inmates.
Aund though we have no marked cases of reformation or piety, yet the
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efforts to meliorate their condition are appreciated, to some extent, by
most of them. We generally have less apparent inattention and in-
difference than is usually discovered in regular congregations.

The religious services on the Sabbath relieve them from many te-
dious hours of solitude. 1In this view I am sure that relief from tem-
poral sufferings, in a degree, is the direct and immediate result of the
Chaplain’s labors.

As a further means of cheering the solitary hours, and of moral
improvement, we have had the nucleus of a library to which the
convicts bave had access. During the past year it has been consid-
erably increased by the addition of many valuable works purchased
by the Superintendent.

As it has not been deemed expedient to organize a Sabbath school
in due form, we have adopted, as a substitute, an exercise in which
select portions of Scripture history, and other important and interest-
ing sketches have been read. This exercise has been conducted by
Mr. Thompson, keeper of the prison.

We have now two classes in process of learning to read, instructed
by fellow-convicts, under my own supervision. Their proficiency
has far surpassed our expectations, considering the facilities afforded
them.

Report of the directors of the Vermont State prison, 1848.

The order, neatness, and cleanliness observed in every part of the
establishment made a favorable impression on the directors; they
belicve the discipline and police regulations have been properly at-
tended to, and, so far as they had opportunity of noticing, they were
satisfied with the management of the business concerns of the prison.

A. WARDNER,

H. FIFIELD,

G. W. COLLAMER,
Directors.

Ezpenditure and income for one year, ending September 1, 1848.
EXPENDITURES,
Prison department. covevieniiernreecvrscorenserarse $163 52
Provisions...ceceeevensn tevesesaeaseeees 2,288 86
Clothing. coeecvrsrertteatneeciatsrnnnns . 498 02
Fuel and light.eeereeeiieiarnerencnnenesannees 483 03
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Medical department....
Pay and expense account.
Balance of interest paid. ..
Repairs .. ...

Balance of old account

$7,5688 93

Carriage shop
Shoeshopee.eisuienvannn,
Received from visiters.
Received on suspended account. . ...
Contingent gain, arising principally from collections on
doubtful debts inventoried last year at half their nomi-
nal value............ Ceeee 356 21

Assets over liabilities last year, including balance of in-

terest...ooviian Ceeeettiietiete e . 1,564 74
Liabilities over assets this year, including balance of in-
terest. EERTT TN

$7,588 93
The two last items on the credit side of the above table, amounting
to $3,354.47, constitute the amount of all the expenses and losses of
the prison over income, for the year ending Sept. 1, 1848, including
the balance of interest paid and unpaid to this time.
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over expen-

ditures.

92,734 66
1,013 85

income.

$163 52
2,288 86
198 02
483 03
28 69

462 12| $3,748 41

Total of sales| Am’tof expen-|{Am’t of income
ditures over

1,207 11
543 96
566 77
113 86

471 02

ag appraised| and appraisal.

rop’ty on h’nd
Sept. 1, 1848,

498 38,
456 27
345 87
113 18

3,752 51| 11,672 24

1,394 92| 7,

in the year.

87 69
8

$377 13 %1,805 55| $2,182 68
220 90

798 73

Total amount|Properly sold{P:
charged. i

ki

5

1,041 98

1,049 80
142 55

457 17| 6,076 10

added.

4668 75 $2,346 20
16 55

618 68
542 46

7

'nd|Property since

Prop'ty on b’
September 1,

DEPARTMENTS.

666 39| 2,919 58 3,58

126 00

423 40
507 34

| $1,677 45

Prison. ..veuues
Provisions.....
Clothing.

Fuel and light.. .
Medical.....

4,
2,

695 36| 4,242 32 8,937 68 7,919 73

Carriage shop..
Shoe shop..o.eee

795 98| 3,731 19| 6,

Total.........|$10,821 92!§12,739 43/823,561 35/815,480 36| $8,367 28($23,847 64| $3,

In confinement, September 1, 1847.. .
Received in the past year from the following counties, viz :

Escaped.....

Leaving in confinement, September 1, 1848
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Table showing the number of icts, and how

Rutland ...viviiiniiann,..
Windham cesveiiiiinnsvenrvnnnnneens
Chittenden ... voeevernsrenrnnn..
Bennington «.ovveuieiiniiinniann..

T P
Washington ....veiiiiiiiniiiniiieneinnn.s

tersircaaees 4

Orange..coiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiietieieinnnnee. 1—19

Totalivieiiieiiinienenans

Discharged by expiration of sentence............... 14

« GOVernor. .ovvveiieiseenerennnes 7

Employed as follows :
In carriage shop, wood work and coopers . ...... 12
« iron Work....veevaesiann,
painting and trimming.
In shoe shop, shoe manufacturers.

“ shop waiter.........
43

[{3

tailors. . vviiiii e e,
Bell waiter.uuuiiiiiverivieinnniieneneanes
Prison waiter. ...
Washer .. .
Wood cutter. ,
Cook..uuu..
Jobbers. ., .. cenesanaann

In hospital.c.u.sus

Insane (confined in cell)

In kitchen..oauuieniiinnienneannans

Sesertiescirasiaae

Males..oovuivsniann... 51
Female.......coveeuen 1

et ieitiiitiuiticetetatananaees  1—22
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Physician’s report.
‘Winpsor, Sept. 1, 1848.
To How. Hiram Harrow, Superintendent V. S. prison :

I have this day carefully examined the case of Wm, Lambrene, or
Lambert, a colored man, whose sentence expires upon the 25th in-
stant, and I think there camnot be a shadow of doubt that he is
insane ; and it is morally certain that the lives of our peaceable citi-
zens would be endangered in the highest degree by allowing him to
go at large.

It is well known that we have here always more or less insane
persons, and they have always been a difficult class to treat properly.
We cannot give them all the means of recovery that they would
have at the Insane Hospital; indeed, in no place whatever can they
be so well treated as there. The Insane Hospital, so far as I can
learn, does not want them there, especially those that are likely to be
incurable ; and hence they have been very ingenious in placing such
forms in the way as we cannot here comply with. In this way, all
attempts to place these unfortunate persons in their proper asylum
have proved fruitless; and the appropriation which the State has
annually made of thousands of dollars, for the express purpose of
giving the insane a better chance of again recovering their reason,
has been of no service to insane convicts. It would be well that this
subject should again be brought before them, and that they be urged
either to pass a law which will render it practicable for insane con-
victs to be removed there, or else that some suitable arrangements
should be made here bv which the insane could be prevented from
interfering so much with the order and quiet, not only of the establish-
ment, but also of the village.

I will not again occupy any time in recalling the subject of our
hospital arrangements. They are well enough for an ordinary amount
of sickness ; but when we have fever, there is much want of better
accommodations. If any thing was done in the way of permanent
provision for the insane, a hospital might easily be added.

Respectfully submitted, by your ob’t servant,
ED. E. PHELPS.

Windsor, V1., Sept. 1, 1848.
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Chaplain’s report.

The religious services have been regularly attended, as usual, and
a general interest has been manifested by the convicts. Though
there are no'marked cases of reformation, yet it is confidently hoped
that the religious services will prove salutary to ‘many of ‘them.

The disposition to read religious and other books, during the past
year, has appeared to increase. And the classesin process of learning
to read have made commendable improvement, considering the time
spent in that exercise. They have but one lesson, of about one hour,
per week ; and yet some who, within the year, commenced with the
alphabet, are now able to read a chapter in the Bible, with a tolerable
good understanding of its contents. They are taught, as heretofore,
by persons selected from their own number, under my observation.

By an inquiry of those who have entered the prison the present
season, it is ascertained that intemperance continues to be a fruitful
cause of crime.

THOMAS KIDDER, Chaplain.

MASSACHUSETTS.

Report of the Inspectors of Massachusetts State Prison.

The earnings of the convicts, in the different departments of labor
in which they have been employed, have been as large, in proportion
to their number, as in any preceding year, for some years past. They
have also the pleasure to state, that a degree of harmony, good will,
and subordination, has uniformly prevailed among the prisoners,
which is highly creditable to them, as well as to those, on whom the
immediate government of the prison has devolved.

The remarkable, if not unparalleled, degree of health that has been
enjoyed in the prison, during the year ending in September last, will
be regarded, by all, as just cause of gratitude to the great Source and
Dispenser of all good. Not a death has occurred during the time,
and for nearly a year next preceding it, out of an average number of
about two hundred and seventy persons.

) Not a solitary case of insanity has occurred ; while in other prisons,
in some of the states, this malady, as is well known, has always pre-

[Assembly, No. 243.) 19
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vailed to considerable extent, and their last reports indicate no favor-
able change in this respect.

During the ten years ending in eighteen hundred and forty-six, the
number of cases of insanity, at the Philadelphia prison, known to be
conducted upon the separate or solitary plan, was one hundred and
nine, and in that at Charlestown, during the same period, the whole
number was two. We mean, by this statement, to include those con-
victs who became insane while in prison, and not those who were
insane at the time of their admission.

Every year’s experience in our own and in other prisons, furnishes
additional proof of the superior merits of the congregate system, i
many important respects, over any other of which we have any
knowledge.

The income of the prison during the past year has been sufficient
to meet its current expenditures, including the salaries of the different
officers, and to leave a balance, to the credit of the prison, of $126
and some cents.

The appropriation made by the legislature, in 1845, of a few hun-
dred dollars, to defray the expense of employing an agent, to aid and
assist discharged convicts who should seek his aid in procuring em-
ployment for them on their return to the world, has in many instances
already been attended with results which fully justify the expenditure

The inspectors are happy to say, that the more considerate, humane,
and conciliatory mode of treatment of the convicts, which has been
practiced in our prison for a number of years past, although at first
denounced by many as visionary, and a dangerous relaxation of dis-
cipline, has proved completely successful. It has never been pro-
ductive of any thing but good,and in the nature of the case never can
be. Its only tendency, as well as its practical effect, is to elevate the

prisoner in his own esteem, and to excite and call into action the bet-
ter feelings of the man, and to qualify him to return to society, and to
enjoy its confidence and esteem by a regular and well-ordered life.
BRADFORD SUMNER,
SAMUEL GREELE,
ABRAHAM F. HOWE.

The Warden of the State prison respectfully submits the following
-statement of the concerns of that institution :—

<
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Th]eslv;nole number of convicts remaining in prison, October 1st,
yeeenns

The whole nurx}ber of convicts received into the prison, during
the year ending on the 30th of September, 1847, is......,. 123

Discharged from the prison during the year ending Septem e
ber 30th, 1847,— & e

By expiration of sentence,. ...,

By remission of sentence,

By order of court

Jee et esta et aans

The whole number remaining in the prison, Sept. 30th, 1847,.. ‘QE

JAges of those in the prison.
15 to 20 years,....,..... 30 50 to 60 years,.,
20t030 do .. ... 138 60to 70 do
30t040 do . Over 70 do
40to 50 do

Crimes of those in the prison.
Larceny,.covveeeniine.. 67 Robbery, ....
Common and notorious thief, 15 Highway robberyin2d degree 1
Burglnry,.. e ieaia vee 26 Shop-breaking and larceny,. 30
Burglary in second degree,. Assault and robbery,...... 3
Burglary and larceny,. .... Assault with intent to rob,..
Arson,. .. . Maliciously setting fire to a
Murder, ar manufactory, which was
Assault with intent to murder, destroyed withits costents,
Manslaughter, . ........... Cheating by false pretences:
Rape, .. - Malicious burning,
Assault with intent to rape,. Burning a barn,.....,,....
Lewq and lascivious cohabi- Having in possession coun-
tation,...... terfeit coin,
Adultery, , ... Shop-breaking,
Burning a dwelling-house,,. 2
Maliciously removing a rail
from a railroad, ........ 1
Having in possession coun-
terfeit bank bills,....... 6

Polygamy,.............:
Incest, ,

Felonious assault, . ... . ...
Assault and highway robbery




Stealing from the person,..
Breaking and entering a
dwelling-house and steal-
ing therein,,.... cee
Counterfeiting,. ... ..
Escaping from the house of
correction,
Feloniousassaultand larceny
Stealing froma shapy. ...
Poisoning with intent to kill,
Passing counterfeit money,.
Breaking and entering a
dwelling-house with intent
to stealyeeneiiiiniinain
Attempting to set fire,. ...,

[AssenaLy

Embezzlement and larceny,
Accessory to a larceny before
the factysveeeienanenes .
Forgery,..... ..
Assault with mtent to com-
mit alarceny,.cescuaese
Assault and mayhem,....
Perjury,ceveenos
Attempting to burn a manu-
factory,ceeseerscoensen
Stealing,.voe.eee
Obtaining money by false
pretences,
Breaking and entering a ves-
sel and stealing,.oeccaee

1
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Connecticut,. ...
Rhode Island, . .
New-York, ...
New-Jersey, .
Pennsylvania, . .
Maryland, .....

North Carolina, . .
Virginia,. , ... ...
South Carolina,. . .
Delaware,

Kentucky,. ...
District of Columbia,.
South America,. ...

England,

—
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Scotland,..v.uuuue.,..
France,...........

Prince Edward’s Island
New Brunswick,

Born on the ocean,
Germany,. ...

Mexicoy.van...
Newfoundland,. .

<7’~1H>-Hu»hw.awmw

1
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Ireland, .....ooue o, ..., 3
Terms of sentences.

Tyear, ceevninnivnananas 26 3 years and 11 months,. .. 1

1 year and 2 months,...... 1 4 years,....

1 year and 3 months,...... 1 4 years and 6 months,....

1 year and 4 months,...... 1

1 year and 6 months,...... 14

1 year and 8 months,...v..

1 year and 9 months,

1 year and 10 months,

2 years,.ieeianannan

2 years and 3 months,. .

Employments.

Stonecutters, ceve.. 68
Carpenters,. .. ..
Toolgrinders,
Team hends,.....
Blacksmiths,. ..., ..
Whitesmiths, . ...
Tinworkers, . .
Engraversand Printers,.... 4
Cabinet makeis and uphol-

Sterers, ceavives eue... 76
Brushmakers, ............ 25
Tailors,uueenun. .
Machinist,.. ...

PRSI Barbers, ........

Wood and coal carriers, . . .
Sweepers in prison,
Attendants in hospital,
Patients in

Invalids,

In cells, ..

Waiters,....

5 years and 3 months,....
6 yearsy..oe.en-e eenen
6 years and 4 months,....

O b QO b

-

PO |

10 years,...n..
13 yearSyeces.eesseeccane
2 years and 9 months,. ....
2 years and 11 months,.... 15 years,......
18 yearsyeeeeceass

35 years,..

N I N

Of the 288 convicts now in prison, 50 are recommitments, as follows:
8 § 2d comers, ..
4 o«
4th comer,.,
Sth  «
«

3 years and 6 months,. .
3 years and 9 months,
3 years and 10 months,. ...

States and countries of which they are natives.
New-Hampshirey . oeo ...

Massachusetts, oo oiaeee. 96
Vermonty ceeseeesnas coee 10

Maing,..eviieniinnnniend 17
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There are fifteen negroes and ten mulattoes in this prison.

The largest number of convicts in prison, at any time during the

PASt YA, WAS. ceveas vanssannssancstanastineannstaee 288
The smallest number was . ... L. 244
The average number has been. ..o vveeuiinereieuriannnens 262

The affairs of the prison have been well and prosperous during the
past year. A state of unprecedented health still continues to prevail.
There has been no death, no escapes, no outbreaks, no resistance of
authority, and but few violations of the regulations and discipline of
the prison, during the year. Order, industry,good and kind feelings,
have been the rule, and ill conduct of any kind only the exceptions.
Every year's expericnce convinces me more and more, that the best
way of governing our fellow men, in prison as elsewhere, is by ap-
pealing to their affections and understanding, and striving to convince
them of our sincere desire to do them good and make them happy.
It is hardly in the nature of man to render evil for gocd, when con-
vinced that the good is uncontaminated with selfish or hypocritical
pretences. What comes from the heart will reach the heart. Love
begets love, and batred, hatred. It is impossible, that a sane man
can forever remain insensible to sincere, long-continued acts of kind-
ness ; and there are no minds that will not at last become imbittered,
and perhaps driven to retaliation, by oppression, severity, and ill-will.
I have edeavored to govern the prison in accordance with these senti-
ments ; and I can truly say that T have rarely, if ever, found a man,
that I thought of sane mind, that could not be reached, and has not
been made kinder, gentler, and better, by the discipline of kindness
which I have adopted.

A desire of self-improvement among the convicts, a devotion to
reading, writing, ciphering, and other studies calculated to inform
the mind and improve the character, and an attachment to the library—
which now consists of about five hundred volumes of the best books
in our language, continue to manifest themselves. Every convict has
the privilege of taking a book from the library every Saturday after-
noon, and there are few, if any, I believe, that do not thankfully im-
prove the privilege.

One bundred dollars a year was appropriated from the funds of the
prison, by an act of the last legislature, for the ¢ increase, preserva-
tion, and care, of the library,” which sum, under the direction of the
inspectors, has been cxpended during the past year. I have reason
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to believe, that the advantages derived from the library, the Sunday
school, and the society for moral improvement and mutual aid, can-
not fail, and have not failed, to do good. Many of the convicts have
become greatly improved, and most of them benefited thereby. But
the most beneficial of all things, is the acquiring of habits of industry
and a trade. There are but few convicts, that come to this prison,
who have trades; and this want of a calling is undoubtedly one of
the evil circumstances of their lives, which have led them into crime.
Talways consult the convict, when he comes to prison, as to what
trade he would prefer to learn, and, when I can, I gratify his inclina-
tion,—from the conviction, that a man will be likely to do better, in
prison and out, if permitted to follow the bent of his own desire in
this respect. The prisoners are encouraged, and required, to exert
themselves to become expert, good workmen ; and most of them,
who are sent here for a term of years, do in fact become skilfu!, and
able to compete for a livelihood with others in their trade. I know
of many that are receiving large wages. T often meet, and converse
with them in the streets. They often call upon me, and I often re-
ceive letters informing me of their success in the trades which they
had acquired in this prison. In connection with these remarks, and
in confirmation thereof, I am happy to quote from a very interesting
work, on the subject of prisons, recently published by the Hon.
Francis C. Gray. He says that, by a law of March 22, 1845, “an

agent is appointed by the State, whose duty it is ¢to counsel such

discharged convicts as mnay seek his aid, and to take such measures
to procure employment for such of them as may desire it, by corres-

ponding with persons in agricultural and mechanical pursuits, and

with benevolent individuals and associations, as he may deem proper

and expedient.” His mode of proceeding is this. Knowing when

any convicts are about to be discharged, he visits them in prison some

time before, and asks whether they wish him to find places for them,

oraid them in any way, and, if they want places, at what business,

and in what part of the country. He requests every one, who wishes

his kelp, to call on him immediately on leaving the prison,and in the

mern iime exerts himself to supply their wants ; nor has he ever once

fail.d 1o find, for every one who asked it, employment at the work

he wished, and in the part of the country he wished, at from one

dolar to one doilar und three quarters per day, as soon as he left the
prisen, or shertly sfier ; some of the stone-cutters have earned two
dollars and a ialf per dey. One respectable cabinet-maker informs
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me, that within ten or twelve years past, from forty to fifty discharged
convicts,whom he knew to have learned their trade in the state prison
here, have been employed in his establishment,and that he never has
discharged one of them for bad conduct ; nor ever wished to get rid
of more than two or three, who left him of their own accord.” How
encouraging are these facts, and what a proof of the utility of this
act of merciful and beneficent legislation, affording evidence that most
of the convicts, when discharged, are enabled, by the offer of employ-
ment provided by the agent, to resist the temptations to idleness and
crime, and become industrious men and good citizens.

The business and financial concerns of the prison have resulted
more favorably than I had reason, during the year, to anticipate.
The small number of convicts—the average being exactly the same
as the year before ; the high price of provisions, especially of pota-
toes, of which, on account of the great waste occasioned by the dis-

ease, I was obliged to purchase an increased quantity; the addition.

to the salaries of the watchmen by an act of the last legislature ; and
an appropriation from the funds of the prison, for the benefit of the
library—together creating an additional expense of $1200 per year—
led me to apprehend a deficiency of income to meet the expenses of
the prison, but I am bappy to be able to state, that the earnings of the
prison have been larger than the year before, and larger than any
year since I have been warden, and a little more than equal to the
whole expense.

Experience has proved, that there is no location in the state so
good for a state prison, as this, It is remarkably healthy, and in
the neighborhood of our largest cities, yet sufficiently isolated. I
am told that there are positive disadvantages connected with the lo-
cation of a large state prison of this kind in a small place. When
the interests connected with the prison come tobear a large proportion
to the other interests of the place, and when the officers, contractors
and agents, and their families, connections, dependents and friends,
constitute a large portion of the inhabitants, each having his individual
interests, opinions and prejudices, every movement in the prison
creates excitement, and may often very sensibly influence and disturb
the purposes of the government of the prison.  This has been a serious
obstacle to the introduction of a kind and merciful discipline into
some of the largest state prisons in this country. Any amelioration
of severity always gives offence to some connected with the prison,
.and  directly rumors of disorder are abroad, and the contractors and
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their-agents, ever awake to the suggestions of interest, and constantly
apprehensive of the loss of labor, instinctively desire the government
to spur on the convicts to do more work, by the stimulus of punish-
ment.. Accordingly, it becomes the town talk, that the discipline is
running down, and the work of the prisoners is falling off, till the
go}rte‘rnn:fent resumes its former severity. Thus a state of public
opinion is formed in the place, unfriendly to convicts, hostile to their
well-being, and sceptical of their reformation or improvement. No
Sunday school can well be formed in such a prison. Few teachers.
can be found in such a place ; and very few ready to extend the hand
of friendship to prisoners when discharged.

Disbursements and income Jrom October 1st, 1846, to September 1st,
1847.
D=.

To provision department,.....,oueeee.reen...s ceee $7,755 04
hospital do ’
clothing
expense
prisoners discharged, .
officers’ salaries, ... iveeuuisiinniuiiennnn..n,s
transportation of prisonersy...u..es.vee..v.e....
repairs of real estate,............

ceieerieieae.. 383 00
16,046 11
566 41

161 85

$32,271 71
126 26

Balance, being profits,...................

$32,397 97

e

Cr.

Ceereeeneeiea... 813516 73
17,018 48
1,624 79
215 00
22 97

By profits in stone department, .
profits in labor department, . .
fees of admittance,. ...
Tentsy seeiiiia....,

interest,. ., ,

$32,397 97

FREDERICK ROBINSON,
Warden.
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No death has taken place among the 376 diﬂ'erent(ccnvicis wh|§h
the prison has contained during the pa?t year. Th.lS mla)Lkes n?:rli
three years since December, 1844, within \'vhlcih I?enod ut.a Slf}f °
instance of mortality has occurred in the institution. During thal
time, there have been confined no less than .580 cofwwtds. e fact that

When, in connection with this stat-ement', is mentione t ed‘me et
none of the priscners are pardoned in anticipation of immedi o
solution, or with any view whatever to the chanf:es of prospe;vder-
death ; and the further facts, that many of the inmates .arg u. ter
going, and have undergone, sentences of ten years and upwar: s(,)rtion
that, of those whom we receive, more than an 'average prol};1 on
bring with them disease and enfeebled constitutions, whose ¢ .?{m o
of life would be put at a very low cstimete in .the COIflm\;XII\ ?’and
large, T think the bill of mortality of ﬂ{e msh‘.x.mon x'nlaly]fs? Zs)s
fairly be appealed to as one criterion of its relative healt un .has

The number of applications for leave to consult‘ the phyl slf.lan
been 4810, averaging thirteen and a fractionA daily. This l}x)lctl\i(:e:
not only the cases of those who apply for medical treatment, bu ols
all those who have any request to make for a change o‘f work, diet,
&c. The number of patients admitted into the hf)s.pnal, a?él- pu:
upon the sick list, has been 102 in the whole, c.ompnsmg 68 d|Tc}1:en
cases, or a little less, on an average, than one in three‘days. G‘ese
patients, together, have spent 913 days in th.e hospital, avera?leg
about nine days to each. There have been invalided for the day, . :
allowed to remain in the hospital without work, but who ha\l'ni xtx}(l)c
been put upon the sick list, 682, or about two a day. g?ar )d he
same total, or 611 days, of light labor have been allowed ; ;n,"des
432 instances, I have prescribed change of work ff)r tl.xe day. | ve;‘ °
these, in 242 instances I have considered th.e application as fn};o;\;
and prescribed no remedy. Comparing this last number witl e
whole number of applications, as first stated, a result, as .I thm‘];
favorable to the general honesty of purpose of the convicts wi
apg;:‘new case of insanity has developed itself during the past year.
One convict, however, was sent here who attemptsd, soon afte?r hlS'
entrance to the prison, to counterfeit insanity. He had previously
been sent to the State asylum at Worcester, from one f)f t.he ‘counly
jails, as an insane pauper. After his release fr.om that mst.xlutmn, ?e
was arrested for burglary, and sentenced for life to the prison. } is

conduct was such as to give the general impression of his insanity.
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After some weeks of careful observation, the commissioners of in-
sanity were satisfied that he was feigning, and not really insane.
Upon acquainting him with our convictions, and stating to him the
consequences of persisting in trifling with the discipline of the prison,
be resumed his senses, and has behaved well since,

The only cases of real insanity in the prison which have come
under my notice since January, 1845, are the following : The convict
who was recommitted to the State asylum for the insane, as noticed in
my report of last year ; and two other cases of dementia. One of them
left the prison last year, on the expiration of his sentence, The other
is still in confinement, soon to be discharged.  Neither of them
evinced the ordinary share of intelligence at the time of their com-
mitment ; and I am unable to say how far, if at all, their disease was
produced, or aggravated, by their confinement.

J. W. BEMIS,
Physician,

Our Sabbath school has been in successful operation, having en-
joyed the benevolent and self-denying labors of Christian teachers,
from the churches in Boston and Charlestown. To them, the institu-
tion and the Commonwealth have been laid under strong obligations
of gratitude.

Public worship has been regularly maintained on the Sabbath; and
the customary religious services, morning and evening, on the other
days of the week, rarely fail of their due observance. Much pains
bave been taken to instruct and discipline a choir of singers in the
prison, to aid in rendering our religious services the more interesting
and profitable,

Opportunities are almost daily embraced, by the chaplain, of hold-
ing private intercourse with the prisoners, and thus, by affectionate
warning and counscl, endeavoring to reach the conscience and the
heart, and by this means to accomplish what instruction, more general
and public, may have failed to secure.

The prisoners have access, weckly, to the library of the institution,
numbering near five hundred volumes, furnishing them with varied

reading, suited to enlighten the mind, improve the taste, and purify
the heart.

What amount of good is actually accomplished by all these rcans
and efforts, it is impossible definitely to ascertain; but it can hardly
be doubted that, on the minds of a great majority,
slutary is exerted and permanently secured.

an influcnce most
Could we compare
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results, as here developed, with those of a similar institution, where-
the means of moral and religious instruction, and of intellectual cul-
ture, are withholden, or enjoyed only in stinted measure, we might,
in such case, be able to form a more correet estimate. The contrast
would, unquestionably, be strongly marked, and would go far to"
satisfy even the most sceptical that moral means and appliances are
far more efficacious in reforming the vicious, than perpetual ignorance

and habitual severity. JARED CURTIS
Choplain:

CONNECTICUT.

Report of the Directors of Connecticut State Prison for 1847.

The present number of convicts is 150. Of this number 138 are
males, and 12 are females.

Ten years ago the number in confinement amounted to 216, since
which period the number has gradually diminished to the present
time. This decrease is confidently believed to be owing to the dimi-
nution of intemperance in the State.

It is gratifying to know, that while our State is enlarging in popu-
lation, criminals are decreasing in our prisons.

The diminution in the number of convicts must consequently affect
seriously the earnings of the Institution. The average number the
past year has been 20 less than the preceding, and the earnings of
20 convicts, under contract, amount to more than $2,000 a year. But
under these disadvantages, we are enabled to report the earnings over
the expenses the past year, at $3,472.12.

‘We arc aware that in some prisons in this country, efforts are ex-
erted to modify and relax their discipline, to grant privileges to crimi-
nals which do not seem to accord with correct views of penalties
and punishment,

‘While we discard harsh treatment and unnecessary severity, we yet
are decidedly of opinion, that community will not be protected, nor
criminals restrained or reformed, by transforming prisons into acade-
mies, or convents of ease and elegance. Penaliies of the law were
designed to be enforced, and penitentiaries are the places estab-

lished for that purpose ; when, therefore, feeble and false notions of .
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humanity prevail, justice is not honored in the administration of .the
law. Frequent changes in the managers of a prison, also tend seri-
ou‘sly to impair its discipline, by favoring untried and unstable regu-
lations, and discarding what constitutes a qualification so essential to
success—erperience.

LEVI EDWARDS,

RICHARD H. PHELPS,‘% Directors.

DAVID A. FOX,

Warden’s Report for the year ending March 31st, 1847.
Income.
e rreereeieeeaens $2,249 10
. 2,447 90
2,342 37
1,791 93
2,349 01
2,550 05
924 99
410 16
504 69

$15,570 20

Carpenter’s shop,
Chair-seating shop,. vessss
Smith shop, «vvvveoees
Cutlery shop,..ovevauns.n
Shoe shop,.. ..

Cabinet shop,....

Cash from visitors,.
Balance of interest, ....

Expense account,. «vvuvnineeseann,
Provision account,..vevuvesnas
Clothing and bedding, ....

Repairs and improvements,

Hospital account, . .

Female department, FERT TN
Transportation of convicts, .
Discharged convicts,.. . ... ....
Balance gained to the institution the past year,

eereeeceas oe. $5,617 53
... 461095

821 17
95 70
322 €0
23¢ 41
108 58
287 34
3472 12

15,570 20
TABLE 55
Showing the number of prisoners in confinement, &c.
'lfhe whole number in confinement, March 31st, 1846, 173
Since received,....
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Leaving in confinement, March 31st, 1847,......... 150
White males, 102. Colored males, 36. .......... 138
¢ females, 5. “  females,7. +o.ive.... 12
Employed as follows, viz : .
Under contract making chairs,. oo vevecaenneasieas 31
E cutlery,.esvvavieranieniess 33
21
11
On account of State, making chair seats,. .......... 32
Hall waiters and out-door lumpers,....
Hospital nurse, 1. Insane,1. ....
Invalids, . covevinnirnniinsnennnsnseniennnnanns

Females employed at washing, cooking, making and

di i s clothes, &Cuyevvnenronnnnennne
mending prisoner: y &c.,, 2

Statement of Convicts in Confinement, March 31, 1847.

‘Where Born. ‘Where Convicted. Crime. ‘Terms of Sentence.

icut,.... 94 Hartford 21 Murder, ........ 6 Life, 1
mﬁ;ﬁﬁfxﬁm w12 New-Haéen,, . 28 Attempt to Mur- 15 years, $100 fine, 1
Years, $500 fine, 1
years, $300 fine, 1
years, $100 fine, 1
7 10 years, $50 fine, 1

1 Tolland, . A .

} Litchfield,.

-

Forgery, .

Horse Stealina,

Adultery, 7 9years,.

Passing Counter~ 8years,.

feit Mone; 7 years,

Bigamy, . 6 years,

Insanity,. 5 years,.
4 years 6 m¢
4 years,
3 years 6 months,
3'years,...iveee B
2 years 6 months,
2 years, 2

England
Trefand,
France,

2010t 1 0 €3 o

B8eotland,
rmany,

150
Physician’s Report.

March 6th, 1847, the Medical Department of the prison came under
my care. The diseases of the convicts have been similar to those
which have prevailed in former seasons. There have been three
deaths, all males, two from disease and one by suicide. The first
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occurred on the 20th of July, suddenly: The case in its incipient
stage, was accompanied with a hurried respiration for some years,
terminating in pneumonia, with effusion into the chest. 'The second
wason the 2d of August, by suicide. The third was on the 28th of
September, after a long and protracted fever, which terminated in
death.

When T commenced my duties as physician to the prison, on the
6th of March, I found entered on the Hospital Record, 17 names re-
quiring medical advice. These, by prompt treatment, were soon re-
duced, so that 4 only remained at the time of making this Report.

There has been one death, (a colored man,) which occurred on the
11th of March. The cause of death in this case, I am unable to
state, as the patient was in the last stage of disease when the hospital
came under my care.

Chaplain’s Report.

The moral and religious aspect of the prison during the year now
ending, presents as many indications of good as in former years.

There are those who continue from time to time to make profes-
sions of christianity, some of whom give satisfactory evidence of a
radical change of heart, and as a consequence, genuine piety of life.

A small number of deaihs have occurred among the convicts dur-
ing the year. The first that died was a colored man. The second
committed suicide. The third wasa professed penitent. The fourth,
and Jast, was a colored man, who died with professions of a firm trust
in the promises of the Savior, and evinced a cheerful and submissive
acquiescence in the economy of the gospel—in the salvation of
sinners.

Religious worship has been regularly maintained morning and
evening in the hall, and every Sabbath in the chapel.

A portion of the Sabbath has been devoted to Bible class and Sun-
day school exercises. We have from thirty to forty arranged in three
classes.

The females meet in their room for worship, in the afternoon of
each Sabbath.

Considerable attention has been given to learn those to read who
could not, and to improve those who could read a little, also to spelly
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‘write and cypher. Some are making proficiency in the rudi‘ment‘s of
grammar and history, together with natural philosophy. ) Some are,
I am pained to say it, so deficient in mental power, that it would be
next to a miracle to elevate them as intellectual beings. .

Some are evidently insane, while others make a nearer approxima-
tion to idiocy. Yet with those who possess sufficient powers of mind
to enable them to know the worth of learning, there is, as has been
the case for years past, a constant importuning forbooks. They plead
for histories, moral and profane, biographies, &c. &c.,.and ask often
with tears, why they are shut up in prison, and denied the use of
books to read. ) )

Many of them say they would cheerfully dispense with one meal
a day if they could only be furnished with a suitable supply of food
for the mind. o

The importance of a library for the use of the convicts is evident
to my mind. ) o )

I find by examining the convicts the following statistics which may
not be wholly unacceptable. .

‘Of 139 males 84 declare intemperance to be the cause of their pre-
sent confinement and degradation. 13 have been engaged in the sale
of intoxicating drinks—and 4 in its manufacture. .

There have been of the above number married 29 ; now married
88 ; single and never married 72 ; attended Sunday school as sci.lol-
ars 30 ; do. a very little 30 ; crimes against person 44 5 do. against
'property 95 ; could not read or write 30; could say fheu- }etters 33;
who are foreigners 16 ; colored 43 ; who confess their guilt 66; not
ey NATHANIEL KELLOGG, Chaplain.

Report of the directors of the Comnecticut State prison, May, 1848.

The management of this prison, the year past, hz.:'s mgt with our
approval, and subserved the purposes of its establishmént. It has
been conducted upon the plan upon which it was first started ; and
although there are rival systems, with zealous advo?a‘tes and warm
defenders, experience only the more confirms the opinion, that the
one adopted is the best adapted to secure all the objects sought for,
and to avoid the evils found to be incident to other systems. It
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recognizes the fact that man is a social being, and that he is again to
enter upon the theatre of common life when the days of his imprison-
ment are ended.

Its disciplinary character is such, that obedience is secured without
resort to oft-repeated corporeal chastisement, thereby breaking down
the spirit and hope of man.

The present condition of the prison is prosperous, accomplishing
the design for which it was intended.

With all the facilities for reformation, experience shows that few,
very few, are reformed. In looking for a cause, this fact stands out
in bold relief, that a very large portion of the conviets of our prisons
are those who are reared in ignorance, whose early character was not
moulded by education and industry, and to whom the advantages of
our beneficent system of education, with its noble endowment, have
been valueless. With such minds and such habits as these, it is diffi-
cult to find a medium through which to operate upon their hearts and
consciences, and produce a reformation.

One design of the]present establishment was, that the time which,
under the old system, was devoted to the further advancement and
perfection in crime of those brought together, might be employed in
labor for defraying the expenses of their conviction and imprison-
ment. In this particular, the result has been highly successful. The
services of the convicts have not only done this, but have also pro-
duced a revenue into the treasury of the State. Thisisa gratifying
fact, if the great object is not lost sight of. The security of the
community and the reformation of the offender are the prominent
objects to be gained. If it should become a mere pecuniary enter-
prise; and every thing else should be lost sight of, it would be most
lamentable, in view of the real interest of the State.

It will be perceived from the Warden’s report, that the gain to the
prison is less than in former years. There are good reasons for this
tesult. The number has been much smaller the past year—57 less,
On an average, than the three years ending March 31, 1845. The
earnings of these 57 would have been over 6,000 dollars, at the price
for which their labor is contracted, which is 35 cents each per day.

Another fact is, that in those three years the expense of rations
Was to each man, for a year, $18.12 ; the past year, in consequence
of the advance in prices, the expense of rations to each convict has

[Assembly, No. 243.] 20
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been $27.42 for the year, making a difference of 1,331 doilars on
143 prisoners, the average number for the year.

Many convicts are sentenced to confinement in the county jail for
terms of considerable length, and the expense of their board to the
State is $2.00 per week, while the expense in the State prison is not,
ordinarily, one-fourth of that sum ; and the value of their earnings is
but small, compared with what they would be worth in the State
prison, and do not defray expenses. We have good reason to believe
that the diminution in numbers in the State prison is no evidence of
decrease in crime, or of convictions, in the State.

Could we see and know that one genuine reformation has taken
place, we should have abundant encouragement to continue in all
suitable efforts in behalf of this unfortunate and pitiable class of
perscas.

ROGER H. MILLS,

E. FESSENDEN,

PHILO PRATT,
Directors of Conn. State prison.

Wardew’s Report.

INCOME.
e, $2,106 01
1,780 88

Carpenter’s shop,
Chair seating do
Smith do
Catlery do .. ceeean
Shoe do .. ves
Cabinet do

Varnishing do ..

Cash from ViSHETS,. . vv.vuieieneinen conrianasonnn

329 M
Balance of interesty..vs.ivevinieiiseneiiiiiinen ces 380 67

$13,351 88

2,045 11
2,241 99
942 92

RXPENDITURES.
Expense account,
Provision account, ...
Clothing and bedding,......
Repairs and improvements,...c..varsven. [T TP TPRIN
Hospital account,
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Female department,
Transportation of convicts,
Discharged convicts,

1,508 64

$13,351 88
Table, showing the number

Whole number in confi;
Since received, . |, ,

of prisoners in confinement, &c.
nement, March 31, 1847,

Dfouharged by expiration of sentence.,
Dfschargcd by pardon, . .
Died,

i;?a:.'mg 0 confinement, March 31, 1848
hite fna]es, 102, colored males, 34,
do females, 8, (o females, 6;

Employed as follows, vig ;

Under contract making chairs,
de do
de do

do do

On ace i
i account of State, making chair seats,
all waiters and out-

door lumpers,

1; Insane, 2,.

l"e.males.employed at washing,
'8 prisoners’ clothing, &,
Blnding boots,. .. .

cooking, making and mend-

Lowest number in confinem
Average number,, ,
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Physician’s Report. )

The general health of the convicts has been good, .afld the ordm';alry
complaints of the season, such as occur among our citizens genera X’
have been the only diseases prevalent till the IQLh~ of March. . £
that time I discovered a case of small pox,in a convict vt*ho had ';leln
in prison several years, and who had never been vaccmat.ed.A e
case was one of more than ordinary severity, but the convict is now
convalescing and will soon he able to return to h;s.]abc'm -

T immediately employed vaccination and revaccination throughou
the prison, and for all the officers, and the result has been that seven

ioloid di v urred.
cases only of varioloid disease have occ: )

The occurrence of insanity among the convicts has been very rare
since the opening of the institution, and no case has occurred since
my recent connection with the prison. ) i

):I‘wo cases exist which are worthy of attention ; particularly as
insane hospitals and private refreats are the only places where cases

1 i sessfully.
of insanity can be treated success ) ' ,

The case of one of these individuals (committed for safe keeping
and not for crime) has been presented for the consideration of a former
board. o ‘ N

The other individual exhibited decided indications of mgxmty whel;
he was committed to prison, and he is now very nearly in a state of
idiocy. ) » .

I tyrust 1 shall be excused for 2lluding to one other subject du'u‘:t\y
connected with the health and comfort of the convicts, and that 1sa

centilati the hall.
more perfect ventilation of the ha ARCHIBALD WELCH.

Chaplain’s Report.

Morning and evening worship has f:een attended, I trust,. W:,:-:,
good degree of satisfaction and moral lmprovex.nent t.o thf; pn.sr;)em:e
generally. There are some, howeve}*, who give painfu -ev{ o i,:
that they take but little or no interest in the religious exercises,
any efforts made to promote their present or future weltjarfz -

Besides a Bible and hymn book, with which e'fxch prisoner 1-xsl o
nished at his call, they have access to a small library of \;s-e :f e
interesting books, which have been purchased under‘ a res;)r w:s -
last General Assembly ; and judging from the salu’ary effect
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obviously produced, during the past year, I am fully convinced, that
the sum which was thus appropriated for that object, from the earn-
ings of this Institution, could not have been
Iy for the conviets, or for the State.

Some of the prisoners, when they came here,
alphabet ; others could read but little ;
them, they have made commendable pr
have attended to arithmetic and other b
as good progress in menta) improvement
permit,

expended more beneficial-

were ignorant of the
but by diligent attention to
oficiency in reading. Some
ranches of study, and made
as their circumstances would

While there is occasion gratefully to acknowledge the goodness of
God, for the signs of improvement in the minds and hearts of this
unfortunate class of our fellow creatures, who are here excluded from
all social privileges and enjoyments, it is obvious that there are some
serious obstiuctions to the success of the gospel in our prisons.
of the most formidable appears 1o be, a general distrust on the part
of the community, in any professions of penitence and amendment of
life which may appear among the convicts.  This has a powerful and
despairing influence on their minds, leading to the firm belief that
between them and virtuous society, there is and ever wil] be, an im-
passable barrier,

Let him, therofore, who would pr-manently benefit this class of
ow fellow-men, exercise the spirit of Him who came on earth to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and ihe opening of the prison to
them that are bound. Let him satisfy the convict that he feels for
bim, and takes an interest in his welfare ;
designed to raise him from his depressed a
hope, to self-respect, and to usefulness,—and he will not unfrequently
find, that the flinty heart of the prisoner will soften and yield to the
spirit of truth, as readily and as sincerely as any other.

DAVID MILLER, Chaplain,

that his Jabors are specially
nd degraded condition,—to

RHODE ISLAND.

Inspectors’ Report.
Mrs. Anna Jenkins and Mis, John Maeder, of the

\Society of
Friends, have been permitted to visit the female conyic

ts as moral
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instructors. ‘The Rev. Dr. Alva Woods has continued his benevo-
lent labors on Sundays in the religious instruction of the convicts in
the State prison, which he has zealously and faithfuily imparted for
the last four years without compensation ; and the Rev. William
Douglass, city missionary, has continued like services in the county
jail for the past tiree years, The labors of these philanthropists in
tempering the dispositions of the prisoners, vender material aid to the
promotion of good order.

There have been three escapes from the State prison in the past
year, viz : No.’s 71,57 and 78, all of whom have been retaken and
returned to prizon.

The improvement in the labor of the county juil, is of a decided
character. Vhe income of the cabinet shop over and above the salary
of the overseer of labor, for the past year, umounts {o seven hundred
and twenty dollurs and ninety-two cents.  The entire income of this
shop, ineTnding other work in the count jail, did not amount in the
previcus year, o a sum sufficient to defray the expense of the over-
yeer of labor, whose
This salary is now charged to cabinet shop.

ary and board went into prison account.
o The greater part of
this < v of results in those years is due to the difference be-
tween he present officient overseer und the former incumbent in that
station.

The dvaft on the general treasurer during the past year is $5,100,
being $1,100 less than the draft of the preceding year, while the pro-
perty on haud over and above the debts payable, has heen increased
$213.02.

Ti appears fro the vepert of the warden, that the expense of the
State prison, separately from the county jail for the past year, is
$1,720. Deducting the cost of the partition fence, the ordinary ex-
pense is $1,610.22.  The expense of the county jail is $2,743.64.

Under existing laws, prisoners whose sentence is for a given time
from a certain date, who escape from jail, have their term of impr-
sonment expiring during their absence from jail, in the same manner
it would had they not escaped. Thus, such prisoners recovered on
the day their term expires, must be immediately discharged. "This
feature in the laws offers strong temptations for escape, as every dey
of absence is so much gain from imprisonment.

The undersigned would respectfully suggest the expediency of
providing by law, that persons who shall escape from jail shall be
required to serve out an additional time equivalent to their absenct

/‘:’Zi 7w
./-
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an.d also to w?rk out the expense, including rewards, paid in recov-
ering such prisoners.

Respectfully submitted,
Edward S. Williams,
Adnah Sackett,
William Sheidon,
Ariel Ballou,

D. Wilkinson,
A. Peekham,
Edward Potter,

Inspectors.

Warder’s Report.
October, 1848.

The ‘w.arden of the State prison and keeper of the Providence
county ‘]axl,'respectfuﬂy presents the following statement of receipts
and expendituresof said establishments during the year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1848,

Bavawnce or Expense ano INCOME As apove
Ezpense.

Salaries and lahor, ...
Provisions and groceries,. .. .uviee...,
Fuel and lights, . ... .
Repairsand fixtures, .......
Bedding and clothing,......covuns ..
Miscellaneous, ... . .

$3.374 15
2,273 32
857 27
£60 28
270 93
264 68
157 33

.. 109 78
61 08
47 65
16 00

$7,792 47

triiseerense.
Recovering prisoners,. .
Prison fence, voveiinn..

Furniture,eees vrveaananns

Books ar stationery,.. +.ivsuereniieiiinaianii,
Discharged Conviets, . .uuvuvisvuervnssiseronrennss

Income.
Shoemaking, . vvuveuserieieieieennans
Cabinet shop, . ..vvvvevrseneenvnannn.
Jail rent,.....
Jail fees,.
Jail board, .o viivin e ianeree s
Interest and discount, ......oevvun...s

$945 27
729 92
406 00
301 86
924 51
30 14

$3,328 70
$4,463 77

—————r

Balance of expense;. covvvie civeiiiionnet.as
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NEW-YORK.

Report of Inspectors of New-York Prisons, for 1848.

The total number of convicts in the State prisons of this State,
; becoming reduced.
appears to be gradually i so1
in Auburn prison, Dec. 1, 1847, was
e mumber « ’ « Dec. 1,1818, ¢ 452 less 55
Sing Sing prison, Dec. 1, 1847,% 682 )
« «  Dec.1,1848, « 611 ¢
Dec. 1,1847, 89
Dec. 1,1848, 83 «

143 «

« @

Clinton prison Dec. 1, 1847, ¢ 1464
Dec. 1, 1848, 163 increase

3 @
L 5
Total reduction in one year, 11

Whether this reduction be attributed to an improved morahfyﬂ:n
the State, or to other canses—unless it l}e an u:cn;e:is;:] laxness in the
< etration of justice—it is a cause for gratuiation.
adt';'\l:lelStlzz;glatnlrelot' this State, by the 108th s;ection of the act ::
Dec. 14, 1847, prohibited the infliction of any blows w}?alt:ve:,i:gup
any convict, unless in self-defence, or-to suppress a revolt o e
rection. The cat, it is believed, had been u?c as an mstrl;me .
discipline and punishment, at lenst, in‘ all our State prisons, from the
period of their foundation until that time. ) ] e
The inspectors entered upon \LcirA duties \\'11%1 a-u&jlermm;lmu ’
give a mild system of discipline, without the infliction of :Ws.,m
£all and fair trial. Though entering upon .the « experm.ne.nt wxb
« g new set of officers,” in charge of the prisons, tl}ey rejoice to be
' able to say, after the experience of one year, that it has proved{ en-
tirely successful. Disobedience and disorder bave not resulted from
the discontinuance of the use of the cat. Lashe.s are not .neces‘st;rj
to the good government of our prisons. It is believed that in neither
of our State prisons has the discipline been relaxed 3 but on the C;)]n‘
trary, exhibits au evident improvement. Men labor II'IOl'e |:heerfu1 3
perform a greater amount of work, less frequently violate the rules,

Tinos,

and become more humanized rather than brutalized in their f¢ g
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while the necessity for inflicting punishment at all, becomes greatly
diminished. At Sing Sing prison, during the months of January to
November inclusive of the present yeer, the total number of junish-
ments was 351.  During the same months of 1847, it was 732,
showing a diminution of 381, considerably over one-half. At Auburn,
from Januury 12 to December 1, 1548, the total number of punish-
ments was 282. We can find no records of previous years with
which to make a comparison.

Nor has this change been followed by those disastrous consequen
ces to the fiscal condition and prospects of the prisons which were so
feclingly and deplovingly apprehended. It will be seen by state-
ments herewiih transmitted, that within the last year all the contracts
at the Aaburn prison, except one, have been re-let, at an average ad-
vance on previous prices for convict labor of over thirty-three per
cent. ; and that five contracts at Sing Sing prison have been re-let at
a considerable, though less average advance.

This shows conclu-
sively that the value of convict labor, in the estiigation of contractors,

has not diminished by the disuse of the cat as an instruraent of pun-
ishment.

The attention of the Inspectors Lus been calied by the warden of
Sing Sing prison, tv the fact that a committee of the New-York pri-
son association, « fuciety incorporated by an act of the Legislature,
passed May 9, 1346, appeared at that prison on the 12th of July last,
and claimed the right to enter it unattended by any officer thereof,
and take such action s they thought proper.

The Inspectors under-
stand that a free

o the prison, or any part of the prison premi-
55, wind w Uil access to the hooks, rocsrds or other papers, with every
facility fur prosecuting any inquiries they might desire, was tendered
to the committee by the warden, but that he declined to surrender,
for the time being, the whole power of the prison into their hands,
and permit them to proceed wholly unattended by auy of its authori-
ties. These facilities were not satisfactory, and proccedings by man-
damus were commenced to enforce the recognition of the extraordi-
nary power thus claimed, which are still pending.

The Prison Association claims the exercise of this authority, under
the sixth section of its act of incorporation. If the claim be valid to
the extent preferred, an irresponsible committee of an irresponsible
society may atany time supercede the authority of the prison officers,

& the jurisdiction of the Inspectors of state prisons, and take
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the management of the affairs of the prisons into their own hands.
1f they may do it once a year, they may twice, or thrice, or a dozen
times. If they may do it for a day, they may do it for a week, ora
month. A spirit of dissatisfaction may be easily inculcated among
the prisoners ; disorganization and subversion of discipline introduced.
Tn the most favorable view, it presents a power extremely liable to
abuse.

Among the members of the New-York Prison Association are
doubtless many gentlemen of superior intelligence and enlarged phi-
lanthropy ; but there is no security that such will always constitute
its committees of prison examination. Discharged convicts from the
prisons may become members of the Association, obtain an appoint-
ment upon its committees, and thus become vested with supreme au-
thority over the institutions whose cells they bhad recently tenanted.
Or a certain grade of criminal lawyers, ever ready to engage in pro-
fitable business employment, may seck the position to enable them to
derive an advantageous traffic in the procurement of pardons.

If desirable to establish an authority adverse to that conferred upon
the Inspectors, a kind of opposition line, or even a concurrent juris-
diction, 1t is respectfully suggested that its powers be accurately de-
fined and limited, and that it be held responsible for the consequences
of its acts, and the Inspectors and officcrs of the prisons relieved
from that responsibility.

But if the Inspectors are to ¢ have the charge and superintendence
of the state prisons,” and “appoint all the officers therein,” as the
constitution requires ; and those officers are to be held responsible for
the discharge of the duties defined by the act in relation to county
and state prisons, of 14th of Dec. 1847, it would seem but reasona-
ble that the visiting committee of an irresponsible society should first
obtain the permission of the Inspectors to enter the prisons, and exer-
cise their authority under such supervision as they shall determine to
be necessary.

Inspection of County Jails.
v e PP ey .
Agreeably to the direction, in the 18th section of the said act, to
¢ adopt such plan and regulation, not inconsistent with the laws of
this state, as they shall deem expedient and necessary to carry into
effect a uniform system for the government and regulation of all the
county prisons of this State, and for the modification andimpmven}eﬂl
of the structure of such jails and prisons, with a view to such unifor-
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mity,” the Inspectors, with the approbation of the Governor and
Comptroller, selected and published the sections of law applicable to
such county prisons, with some additional particulars, as constituting
such plan and regulations, embracing a blank tabular form for keep-
ing the records required by the 15th section of the act, and transmit-
ted pamphlet copies to the county judge and sheriff of each county,
and to the keepers of each of the county prisons and penitentiaries of
this State.

In the absence of all particular knowledge of the peculiar structure
and arrangements of the several county prisons, the inspectors were
not prepared to adopt any definite plan for their modifications, with
a view to any uniform system. And after examining the prisons
throughout the State, the varieties in their structure and arrangement
are found to be such, that no uniform system of modification and im-
provement can be applied to them. No géneral rule appears to have
governed in the construction of our county prisons, unless it was to
ascertain and adopt the greatest possible diversity of combination and
arrangement. No single architect could possibly have conceived the
almost infinite variety. It could have resulted only from a multitude
of minds tasked for its production. But one rule seems to havebeen
common to the whole, that of security, and this is not without its ex-
ceptions.  Very few of them are well adapted for the purposes for
which they are intended ; and with the case of a large proportion of
them it is impossible for the keepers to observe and carry out the
important provisions of the law in relation to the classification and
separate confinement of prisoners. Some of them are totally unfit for
occupancy for prison purposes at all ; and scarcely any of them but
may be improved by more or less modification. The particular mo-
dification of each prison, however, has to be adapted to its peculiar
structure and arrangement, and susceptibilities of improvement.

It is made the duty of the supervisors, “in all cases where there
shall exist any such deficiency in room or apartments in the county
jail or prison as is required for the classification named in the second
section of title first of this act, to cause such deficiency to be supplied
without unnecessary delay.” In some of the counties, where the
character and condition of the prison buildings are such that this de-
ficiency cannot be supplied by any improvement or modification of
which they are susceptible, and the erection of new prison buildings
becomes necessary, doubts have arisen as to the proper course to be
pursued. It is belicved that the necessity or propriety of er:acting
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new prison buildings may be safely entrusted to the boards of super”
visors, upon the report and recommendation of the inspector or in-
spectors of State prisons, approved by the county judge. A disposi-
tion or willingness to levy unnecessary taxation upon their constitu-
ents, is not one of the faults usually imputed to boards of supervisors.

The Inspectors are required, by the 24th section of the act, to in-
clude in their report, in a tabular form, a summary of the record re-
quired by the fifteenth section of the act, to be kept by the keepers
of the county jails and prisons. It was, therefore, found to be
impossible to obtain these particulars to an extent to prove of any
practical value, and the Inspectors consequently confined themselves
to procuring simply statements of the total number of commitments,
and the number on each particular charge, and even these could not,
in every instance, be furnished complete.

The provisions of the l2w in relation to the classification and sepa-
rate confinement of prisoners, and the prohibition of promiscuous in-
tercourse among them, have been, to a very great extent, disregarded.
The prisons, except in very few instances, have not been constructed
and arranged with any kind of regard to the means of maintaining
this classification and separation.
many instances the impossibilities with the means at their disposal of
doing so, excuse or justify the keepers. We think we are warranted
in anticipating a gratifying improvement in this particular, to be de-

And the inconveniences, and in

veloped by future inspections.

The provision of the 9th secticn of the law for the regular employ-
ment of prisoners under sentence at hard labor, has attracted but very
little attention in connection with the county prisons generally. In
many of them the number of prisoners of this class is very limited,
and it is found difficult to introduce labor with any advantage, and in-
deed without extra expense for supervision. It is perhaps worthy of
inquiry, whether a series of penitentiary districts might not be arrang-
ed, and suituable prisons constructed, with workshops attached, to
which prisoners under sentence for 30 days or upwards might be com-
mitted, and systematically employed at hard labor. This would re-
lieve the county jails, to a great extent, of one class of prisoners, and
perhaps reduce the sum total of the expense for their maintenance.*

The county prisons have not been provided with books. Here a
suitable volume might beguile the wearisome hours and days, other-

* First suggested in the 3d Report of the Prison Discipline Committee of this
iation.
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wise spent in listlessness and inanition, or perhaps in taking lessons
in vice from more accomplished adepts in its mysteries, and perhaps
contribute to the acquirement of valuable information, to improve-
ment of the mind, and reformation of life. The prisoner is however
indebted to gratuity or charity for all the reading he obtains in his
confinement. It is respectfully suggested that provision be made by
law for raising a small annual amount upon the counties, or an ap-
propriation of such an amount from the Deposite or Literature Funds,
to provide adequate libraries for the several county jails and peni-
tentiaries.

Auburn Prison, 1848.

The total amount of cash received during the last fiscal year, ending
30th September last including cash on hand at the commencement
T . ce.... $70,126 58

And the to(al amount expended dmmg the year, for all
purposes, ... . cereassenae. 65,739 06

Leaving cash on hand, Sept. 30, 1848,
The amount expended for ordinary support, during the
FOAT, WASy et eeitveannnaoorcnann
The earnings of the prison during the same period, were, 44,061 52

Showing a deficit of cash earnings to meet the expenses
for ordmary support, ofys v iiis it iiii i
The available resources of the prison, on the 30th Sept.,
1848, including cash balance as above, balances of ac-
counts against contractors, &c., WeTe,. o e vessvuna.

3,793 45

12,592 91

The deficit of cash earnings to meet the expenses for ordinary sup-
port, does not appear to have arisen at all from any laxity in the in-
dustrial pursuits of the prison ; for the pro rata earnings of the aver-
age number of the convicts in the prison during the year appear to
have exceeded that of the preceding yecar, by a fraction over two
cents per day each.

Some important and long deferred improvements, of considerable
magnitude, have been accomplished during the past year. Among
them is the enclosure of the ground belonging to the State in rear of
the prison, by a substantial stone wall, from twelve to eighteen feet
high, to be used as a vegetable garden, and to furnish healthful em-
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ployment for prison invalids. The filling up and emba.nkment‘::
fowed lands adjoining the prison property, was in compharfce wil .
an old existing contract made by a former agent of the prison, an
provided for by an act of the last Legislature. ) )
The following list embraces all the contracts entered into at this
1 i loyment of convicts.
rison during the past year for the employ -
? 1. A contract for the convicts who are practical boot and shoe ma-
Kers, for five years, at 65} cents per day.

2.’ For not over thirty-five convicts, for the manufacture of ma-
chinery, &c., for five years, at 46 cents per day, and not to exceed
fifteen helpers, at forty cents per day. ) )

3. For not over three hundred and fifty convicts at any one time,
for the manufacturing of carpeting, for five years.

4. For not over sixty convicts, for five years, at the manufacture
of saddlery hardware, at 45} cents per day.

. For not over fifty cabinet and chair makers, for five years, at
65 cents per day.

6. For all the practical tool makers, for five years, at 51 cents per

%t will be seen that the average of the advanced rates for convict
Jabor, over the prices previously paid, embraced in the?e contracts,
amounts to over 33 per cent. Upon the number of convicts now en-
gaged upon these contracts, it will produce about $9,000 per year,
over the product of the former prices. o

The average time of actual labor, for the whole ?‘ear, it xvx‘l be seen,
is ten hours and twelve minutes per day. 'Ijhis is, in our judgment,
as high an average as can be reasonably required.

The mode of supplying rations, by the agent, and not by contracl,
which we found in practice at the Auburn Prison when it came under
our supervision, has been continued through the year. The average
cost has been about eight cents per man per day, or $8 per 100 ra-
tions.

It is probable that, if regard be had to econormy only, a contract
might be made for the supply of rations at 2 less a\ierage rate of ex-
pense ; but it is believed that this manner of procuring the sustenance
of the convicts furnishes almost uniformly better and more Yv’hole'
some qualities, and is a valuable security against the abuses which too
often attend the contract system. There can be no doulft but th.e
health of the convicts, aside from epidemic or contagious diseases, 19
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very much influenced, and their ability to engage steadily in hard la-
bor greatly affected, by the qualities of the provisions supplied to them.
So far as a test of these particulars can be based upon the experience
at this prison of the past year, it confirms our impressions of the utility
of this method of procuring supplies.

Report of the Agent of Auburn Prison.
Stare Prison, Avsury,
December 1st, 1848. %

The amount of earnings the preceding year, with an average of 105
more convicts, was $49,817.89, making a difference in favor of that
year of $3,756.37. The excess in the cost of rations, and in the
amount expended for ordinary repairs, fire-wood, oil, &c., in connec-
tion with the reduced number of convicts, accounts for the deficit.
It appears that the earnings during the year ending September 30th,
1848, in proportion to the whole number in prison, (being an average
of 105 less than the average the preceding year,) has exceeded that
of the preceding year by $3,231.30, or a fraction over two cents per
day each. This excess of $3,231.30, in the ratio of earnings, is to
be attributed to the advance in the price paid for labor under some of
the new contracts which went into operation before the close of the
fiscal year, and to the extraordinary exemption from loss of time by
sickness. Very much always depends upon the skill and tact of the
physician in charge, in regard to the amount of earnings. So far as
the earnings of the prison are concerned, more perhaps depends upon
the action of its medical officer than any other connected with the
institution. From whatever cause, the past year has certainly been
uncommonly exempt from loss of time by sickness.

I have contrasted the earnings during the month of April last,
under all the old contracts, with the earnings of the same number of
convicts during the month of November, in which all the new con-
tracts have been in operation at advanced prices, and find the excess
in favor of November is about $742, making an aggregate during the
year of nearly $9,000 on the present number of convicts.

Sraremest No. 1, : :
Exhibiting amount expended in payment of debts contracted pre-
vious to the 30th September, 1847, over and above thz ordinary sup-
port of the prison, during the year ending September 30, 1848.
| Assembly, No. 243.§ 21
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Payment of debts by the late agent for articles had previous to 30th
$2,713 68

By present agent, 2 bills cost,.

Award of arbitrators to Dennis Wood &

Russell,

Building and extra repairsy. ... ..+ [

Extra printing, hooks, &c.y.....

Miscellaneous,..oeeeve - eeneaniann
Total,.....

———

Starement No. 2,

Of the earnings of the Auburn State Prison, during the year ending
September 30, 1848.

. $5,438 97
2,154 24
3,456 23
9,147 26
4,392 50
2,789 15
3,007 94
1,797 83
7,323 36

Cabinet shop,....

Tool shopy....

Machine shop,

Carpet shops,. .

Shoe shop,....

Coopers’ shop,

Hame shop;..se e

Tailors’ shop,

Cutlers’ shopy.eeviees-ns cereeeas

Prison.
Interest, job work, swill and convict labor
on wall, (tenders)..oeovevenvne [P

Support of United States CONViCtsysves vonn
Amount received from visiters,..escau.e .
Clothing made and furnished Clinton prison,

1,173 35
1,115 58
1,708 88

556 25

$44,061 52

—_—————

Total cash earningSyeeeeseesesecses

SrareMent No. 3.

Of cash received from all sources during the year ending September
30, 1848.

1847.

Oct. 1. Balance from last year’s account, ceiees $18227 62
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1848.

Sept. 30. Cash received as follows :
‘Cabinet shop,..
Tool shop,
Machine shop,.
‘Carpet shop, ...
Shoe shop,.....
Coopers’ shop,...

323

oo 85,656 74
2,655 49

3,143 53
1,950 50
9,324 00
1,708 88
2,231 30
218 75

———— $51,898 96

$70,626 58

Tailors’ shop,..
Cutlers’ shop,. .
Visiters,.ou. ..
Prison, .vue... ..
Silk shopye......

Sratemest No. 5.

Of cash expended for general support, building, repairs, &c., during
the year ending September 30, 1848.

Rations, balance. ..
Hospital, stores
Clothing and bedding.. ...
Building and repairs, balance..
Firewood, oil, &c., balance
Hay, grain, &c............
it(?ck, coal, tools, and balance .
rinting and stationery.........
Discharged convict: Jtion 054 35
lnspecmgrs comie si i).!?(.l.transportatlon of do . 1,084 33
Salaries of prison officers. . .. : 5 18 15
Pay of guard............... 17 o4
Yiscellaneous balance. .. .... . 3063 46
Fumniture, balance.. ... 5’?23 (i;i

$65,739 06

$14,961 94
744 31
4,101 73
10,724 08
4,517 82
110 91
236 13
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Report of the Clerk.
To the Inspectors of State Prisons :

The number of convicts remaining in this prison January 1st,
1848, Was, s vttt i ieaniiis e se et cier e, 402
179
B PO P 73 §
woanemegea™ o Dis-harged by expiration of sentence,escaseceseeseres
“ pardonyeeie ciieeiniiiieiieaaen
¢ reversal of judgment,. ceees
Diedyreesvinnnnn

Sent to Lunatic Asylum, Utica,.
Escaped,. ...

The number of convicts received during the year 1848,......

|

No.men,

Price

hom 71 are in the State's employ and hospital, and
No.men|

1s, as follows

Remaining in prison December 31, 1848,*.

3

]

s
s
(7:§
$3

Shops. Contract prices.
Cabinetyeeeeiveeerenaeannseenss 6D cents.
51 do.
vee.. 46and40 do.

No of men.
Tool, cieeieenineninesninnnnons
Machiney..e.. ..
Carpet, 4 shops,
Shoe,. ...
Coopers,.
Hame,........
Tailorsy voeuvunn

loyed upon nin

is

1, 1848,
NUMBER OF MEN EMPLOYED BY THE STATE.

? shop

Cerean

Total on CONtractSyseaesssseresvoeacsenssraasnnas. 399

Number employed by the State :
Tailors and weavers, ...

ison December
381 are emp
Contractors.
and winders
hen.
Wotalsrereerrrsperreseerente

d carpenters’
Ynfirm and idie..

Shoemakers. ..

State carpenters and yards,..eevieevnesn

& shoemakersy cieeesaaviesiatenisnroieiananans
Dining hall and kitchenye.svusveerersavasinraeanann.
Wing, sweeping, &Coyevuserserassrussrsesracsanins
Wash 100M,. v e vaveenrernrarerssscasncsnnnsnaens.

is pris
- —
Barber....
Chester Fanninge..+
Hall waiters .
‘Wing and sweeping,
Toilots, Weavers,
Yards an
Front kite

|
|

HoSpitalye s aeeeenernsnnanassseinesroconnsosnnnne

Barbers, .oviiiniiieiiie it iaiia e ieee 2

* There is a period of 3 months from the date of the last report of which no ac-
tount is given by the clerk. This is an important omission and ought to be sup-

The number of convicts in th

Contracts,
e e

COOpers,«sseersers

plied in the next report.—[PRIs. Asso.
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Tleynrnseennen

Report of the Warden.

On taking charge of the prison, I found that its discipline had been
apparently relaxed, and was not of a very decided and effective cha-
racter. The Legislature had but recently abolished, by law, the use
of the cat as an instrument of punishment, and the conviets seemed
to have imbibed a mistaken notion as to the effect of this act of leni-
ty, supposing that no other punishment could be substituted for it,
except solitary confinement. This milder form of discipline did not
seem to excite the dread which had attended the use of the cat, to
which many of the convicts were not strangers. Though invaluable
as an agent in the maintenance of discipline, the solitary cell is not
always speedily effectual in subduing the refractory, and by many is
regarded without special apprehension.

Experience has proved that men can be governed without the ap-
plication of Tashes to the person. 1t may be that there are cases in
which a judicious application of the cat would be the best punish-
ment, and attended with less risk than any other punishment of equal
severity ; but it is probably more difficult to confine its application
within judicious limits, and it is more liable to abuse, than any other
mode of punishment adopted in our prisons There is good reason
to believe, too, that its effect in brutalizing the feelings of the con-
viets, and rendering them morose, sullen, and ungovernable, is more
deleterious than any other form of discipline.

Although punishment is sometimes necessary, it is not the only
means of maintaining order and keeping up discipline in our prisons.
If men can be governed, they cannot be reformed, by severity. Itis
believed the higher and nobler objects of discipline are to redeem
and reform, rather than punish offenders. All the inmates of our
prisons are not so hardened and abandoned as not to be within the
reach of moral effort, and their reformation is not altogether as hope-
less as many seem to suppose. ‘They are men, and possess the feel-
ings and sympathies of men ; and many of them can be influenced by
the same motives which influence other men.
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Punishments at the Auburn prison, from Jan’y 12, to Dec. 1, 1848.

Deprivation i
of food. Shower bath, Stocks. cosgl:;:eym.

6

Months. Yoke.
s . 7

Februar; .

March, 2 . o i

April,

1
‘1
1

ugust,
September, .
October, ..
November, -
12
Total number of punishments, .-

It will be seen that the shower bath has been in the largest number
of cases resorted to, though less frequently, as compared with solitary
confinement, during the latter months. It is believed that a modifi-
cation of the form in which that punishment has been usually admin-
istered here will relieve it from all hazard to the hLealth of the con-
vict, without impairing its efficiency in speedily subduing the re-
fractory.

From all the observations I have been able to make, T am satisfied
that few men can bear imprisonment eight or ten years without be-
coming both mentally and physically debilitated ; and many middle
aged men, when they leave the prison, appear to be broken down in
mind and body.

The public mind appears to have awakened to the conviction that
sentences for first offences are generally too long. If the expression
of my humble opinion could deepen the impression, I should not hesi-
fate to give it in the most decided form. If the primary object of
fmpn'sonment, the reformation of the offender, can be attained at all,
it can perbaps be more surely effected under a two than a ten years’
sentence ; and if so effected, then the prisoner can go free in his vigor
of mind and body, prepared for a life of virtue and usefulness.

Intimately connected in importance with the abridgment of the
term of first sentences, is some provision for the employment and en-~
couragement of discharged convicts. The taint of suspicion is apt to
rest upon one who has been subjected to the restraint of prison walls.
It is difficult for such an one to winhis way to respectand confidence.
A.nd when he most needs cheering and encouragement, as with a tri-
fling pittance, sufficient for his sustenance for a little while, he first

goes forth from his incarceration, he is most likely to meet with re-
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pulse and rebufl. The best formed purposes and the most virtuous
resolutions are not always proof against the world’s cold scorn. Too
often the discharged convict is driven, alinost of necessity, to the so-
ciety of his old associates, and the practice of his former vices. If
friends, however, will meet him with cheering and encouragement,
if remunerating employment be not denied him, if confidence be not
slowly and grudgingly extended, if he can feel that he has a priceless
character to sustain, the chances of his permanent reformation and
usefulness will be greatly multiplied.  If some means could be de-
vised to ensure these valuable subsidiaries, vast numbers might be
saved from a relapse into crime, and repetition of conviction and pun-
ishment.

From the manner in which the exercise of the pardoning power
appears to have been usually sought and obtained, I am strongly im-
pressed with the belief that those who, with the aid of ready means
and powerful friends, are most likely to be first favored by it, arenot
always those who are most deserving, or would make the best use of
the liberty extended to them. The chances of favor, as in many
other affairs of life, are decidedly adverse to the poor and the friend-
less.

The one hundred and fifty-seven persons received into the Auburn
prison from December 1, 1847, to December 1, 1848, were sentenced
for the following crimes :

o
o

For grand larceny, seveveevceveviosiensionnnns
aiding to escape jailyoeoiiiiiianeian.
petit larceny, 2d offence,. ... voie il
assault and battery with intent to kill,........
do do commit arape,
forgery, . caaee
DIgAMYye coveernearsniienaiintrenrasnanen
larceny after felony,...cooeitienvenninaeaans
burglary and petit larceny, c.ovieriennnnn.
TObbery, ovreiieiieiiiiiiiii e
highway robbery, oo vevniiiiiiiiiiiiiies
obtaining money by false pretences,...c....s
burglary, veeeveeeniieans
burglary and larceny,...cceeeiieniaieiaanns
counterfeiting, vvveuessierenseeiaes-aanans
counterfeiting coin, «veeverrron st sanaaen

= Y
WO WHRER OO0
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rape,.. e et aiaeaea,
abduction,. ... . L
seduotion,...'.................”H“”“”
manslaughter, .......... i

embezzling letters from post office,. ..., .

Report of the Physician.

Two deaths only have occurred during the year,

The first case was a convict of limited intellect, whose health
destroyed by a complication of chronic diseases. A post m :’35
e'xaminmion exhibited extensive organic lesion of the lungs inﬂaor -
tion of the bowels, and a general derangement of the whu’]e s; "s’:ma_

T}}e se.comi case, suffering from paralysis, was an inmate?)f etxl?'
hosplta! for eight months. The application of the galvanic batt :
strychnine, &c., had a most beneficial effect for a time; but aft o
peated shocks, he sunk beyond the means of recovery. ’ e

The small average of mortality may justly be attributed to cleanli
ness and the quality of the diet. "

There is but one case in the hospital requiring medical treatment
This case, (John Olmstead,) is one of extensive disease of the o
and ?hough improving at present, his ultimate recovery is doubtﬁljlngs,

'Elght cases of insanity, wholly or partial, have occurred in tb
puson during the year. Of these cases, three have been sent t, thls
State Asylum at Utica, four have been restored to their sho, end
one remains in the hospital, P and

in the months of July, August, September and October
cases of dysentery and diartheea oceu {
the appropriate remedies.

A few cases of fever of a remittent and
curred, but were readily cured,

) The nature and extent of Ppunishment has e
Uon and controversy. 1In this prison,
tute for the “ cat.”

numerous
tred, but were readily cured by

intermittent type, have oc-

licited much investiga-
cold water is used as a substi-

T 2m an advocate for the use of cold water,
But to confine a convict in the stocks,

! if properly applied.
tight and firm, with his head
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im, is decidedly
¢ douch” the water upon him, is de
own back, and then ¢ /
th:)re danger’ous and cruel than the ¢ cat” The muscleshmvcil‘l:::s‘L
;I;'ily shrink upon the application of cold. But here they
bear the shock in all its sever’\ﬁy.
The first effect is strangulation to 2
i tion of mind, convulsions, conge ! !
b Bkbelrm lThe blood: receding from the surface, 1s th.ro'wn §u(ti]enly
bo;ve if).lenﬂy upon these 01gans, and the above re§ult is mev:a e.ni.
anAvd et water may be applied, both as a punishment and a sa !
‘; e{xt The use of a trellis box to confine the convict, t:\nth
tar:'zthegr b(;x from which to receive the « douch,? would meet bof
al
indications. . .
mdﬁ"cx:s a careful investigation of convicts under a long term of im:

irresi lusion that five
i irresistably led to the conc
prisonment, 1 have been y e vennement

most painful degree. The next
stion of the brain, liver,and

years is the longest term whi.ch a convicl
and be restored to the world with ¢
The mind, like the body, in the ab'sence“of
tone and strength. Convicts despair of‘

To such it would be a mercy to retain th

a sound mind in a sound body:”
proper exercise, loses its
seeing out” a long sentence.
em for life, rather than to
& incapable of self-control.

J. H. CLARKE,
Physician and surgeon, Auburn Staie prison.

return them to the worl

s been 121.  One hundred and

i ital ha
The whole number in hospita . O one

five were white, eleven black, three mulatto,
half breed. )
* Sixty-one, thirty years of age and under;
d over.
i 4 forty ; twenty-two, forty and © )
th‘;'y “‘: woerz ;kmericans, cixteen born in Ireland, one in Scotllan(;,
fir 'meC);nada two in Germany, two in France, and five in Englanc.
ve in 5
Of these, there were from the
Shoe SHOP. «essseenonsnssnssens
Tailordo . .eee
Slate do..eveene
Cutlerdo . voee e
‘Machine shop .
Cabinet d0 ccceasee woneccees
Spin QO vevsonnsanransanes li
Cooper  dO weunecvunsnerrones X
"Tool A0 saersnsosssanronne

thirty-eight, between

9
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Weave do viiveerencesonnias 14
Hame do iiiovvevennecenens 4

1. Daily duties.—The first of these is prayer at the dining table.
This short and simple exercise, it is believed, has been profitable to
the minds of the prisoners.

The sick in the hospital have also been the objects of daily atten-
tion.

Another daily, or rather a nightly duty, has been visiting the
prisoners at their cells. Much time and strength have been devoted
to this arduous, but often pleasant duty. The law requires that at
least % one hour a day” shall be devoted to this kind of labor; from
two to three hours, however, have usually been consumed in the
nightly rounds of the chaplain during the past year ; and still, many
of those who have expressed a wish to see him, have not been
reached. With very few exceptions, he has been welcomed as a
friend, and heard with attention and respect.

In these interviews, it has been my aim to secure the confidence,
and learn something of the moral history and character, of those
with whom T have conversed. The desponding have been cheered,
the ignorant and inquiring instructed, and the careless admonished of
their neced of an interest in that Savior whom they bad hitherto
treated with neglect. If any confidence can be placed in professions
and appearances, these visits of the chaplain are regarded by many
of the prisoners as among the greatest privileges enjoyed.

These visits, although personal, are by no means private. Itis
next to impossible to converse intelligibly with one through the
grates, without being heard by several others. This fact is well
known to all the prisoners, and operates as an embarrassment to the
timid and honest, while it stimulates the bold and hypoeritical to talk
more for the purpose of being heard by his associates, than to be
benefited by any instructions he may receive from the chaplain. The
more modest and sincere inquirer after truth is thus prevented from
communicating his feelings freely, as he is fully aware that, should
he profess to be “ serious,” his next neighbor may publish the fact to
his shopmates, who will not fail to brand him as a hypocrite, and
attribute all his professions and good resolutions to a desire to secure
the good opinion of the chaplain for selfish purposes. And, should
the chaplain divide his time equally between the prisoners, his inter-
course with each would be too unfrequent and brief to form even an
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Cadocers s

. comes under this class of duties
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acquaintance, much less to secure his confidence. .After deducting
the time which is necessarily consumed in other duties, le'ss t_h?n one
hour pey annum would be left for imercour‘se with each individual,
If, in addition to present privileges, the prisoners were allowed ?0
visit the chaplain in his office once or fwice a year, as is the case in
some of the best regulated prisons in the New England States, it is
believed that their moral interests would be promoted, and the useful-
ness of the chaplain greatly augmented.

II. Sabbath duties.—First in order, among the duti'es of the Sab-
bath, is the care of the Sabbath school. This is held in th.e chapel,
commencing at half-past seven o’clock, A. M., and continuing about
one hour. The average attendance during the past year has been one
hundred and fifty ; the whole number about two hundred and fifty.

At 9 o’clock, A, M., all the prisoners, except the sick, are assem-
bled for public worship in our large and conven'\en.t chapel. )

By the table of statistics which accompanies this report, it appears
that there are sixty-four convicts in this prison, who say they enter-
tain the hope that they are Christians, sixty of whom think they were
converted here, There are many others who say they are determined
to live an honest and virtuous life after they leave this place,and who
give tolerably satisfactory grounds for hope that they are sincef'c in
their professions, and that they will carry out these good r.eso]unons.

Religious exercises have been conducted in the hosplta} on the
Sabbath. A portion of scripture has been read, accompanied by a
few familiar remarks, a hymn sung, and a prayer offered “for the
sick.”

From threc to siz hours of the Sabbath have also been devoted to
visiting the convicts at their cells.

Tracts and religious papers have been distributed—difficult passages
of scripture explained, and free conversation, almost gxcluswe!y on
religious subjects, has occupied the time, and greatly interested the
heart of the chaplain.

TXI. Miscellaneous duties.—The general supervision of the library
‘When the library came into my
hands, it consisted of 500 volumes, which, after undergoing consider-
able repairs, were deemed fit for further circulation. To these were
added 170 volumes of the b-st works that could be selected from our
city book-dealers. 'The library, thus increased, numbere.d 670 vol-
umes, embracing a wide range of literature, philosophy, science, and
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religion.  The whole was divided into as many smaller libraries as
there are work-shops, and delivered to the keepers for circulation
among their men. These sets have been changed as often as seemed
advisable.

For the benefit of the inmates of this prison, the Legislature, in
accordance with the enlightened spirit of the age, which seeks not
simply to punish conviets, but to instruct and reform them, has seen
fit to furnish a respectable library, and to replenish it, has appro-
priated one hundred dollars per annum. But for want of suitable
arrangements for generally lighting the apartment where the prisoners
are confined, these means of intellectual and moral improvement are
rendered, for a large part of the year, nearly useless. During the
past year, however, the agent has promptly furnished, as far as the
existing regulations of the prison would permit, the necessary lights,
books, &e., for those under instruction ; but the great majority have,
in this respect, been left entirely unprovided for.

The tendency of agreeable mental occupation, to prevent disorder
in the “ wing,” is strikingly illustrated in the fact tha* none of those
who have had “lights,” during the past year, have been ¢ reported”
for bad conduct, while they were thus favored, and more profitably
employed.

Attention to the correspondence between convicts and their friends :

Decessarily occupies considerable of the time of the chaplain, even
though but one or two letters a year are written for each. ‘The ave-
rage during the last year has been less than one to each prisoner, It
is believed, however, that the privilege of hearing occasionally from *
friends exerts a beneficial influence upon the mind of the convict,and
should be allowed to a moderate extent.
sympathy and society of friends, without some occasional testimonial
that they still regard him with affection, he is often liable to become /.
gloomy and dejected.

Cut off as he is, from the ; =

N
i

N
Indulging the idea that he has no friends, and. ¥,

that society has < set its mark » upon him, he becomes reckless with;

regard to his future conduct and its consequences; and imagining/
that there is no other alternative for him than to be ¢ a fugitive and _

@ vagabond in the earth,” he goes forth into the world, ready for .

“treasons, stratagems and spoils.”

It may not be improper for me to add my testimony to that of
any others, on the subject of length of sentences to the State prison.

In many instances, indeed generally, they are quite too long for the ‘35!;»5

=Y
3
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- benefit of the convict or the State. Let the term of confinement for
<o first offences be shorter, the discipline rigidly enforced, and every

N practicable facility afforded for intellectual and moral instruction ; but
:‘f‘ let there be little or no hope of procuring a pardon, excepting in

o~ those cases where it can be clearly proved that the convict was not
Q: guilty. For second offences the sentence should be much longer than
=3 at present.

The experience I have had with convicts has served to convince
me that they are much more likely to be benefited where the sentence
is short, than where it is long,

Two teachers appointed by your honorable body to attend to this
important work, have faithfully and successfully discharged the duties
thus imposed upon them. The following report, which at my request
they have drawn up, will inform you of the result of their labors,
and also give you their views of the work in which they have been
engaged.

Teachers’ Report.

Whole number taught since February 1, 1848, 109. Of these
there are now under instruction, 87 ; discharged from prison, 10.

In discharging our duties as teachers, we think we have been able
to discern the wisdom which prompted to the establishment of means

. for the instruction of convicts confined in our State prisons. The
* eagerness to learn which has been manifested by those who needed
« instruction, the attention and application which they have evinced,
~ and the improvement which they have made, have been exceedingly
.~ gratifying. Although, by the present arrangement, very litile time
can be spent with each individual, yet we can clearly perceive that
much good has been the result, not only to the convict himself, but
to the general discipline of the prison. It is quite as true of convicts

as of children, that

¢¢Satan finds some mischief still,
For idle hands to do.”

But this is not the greatest evil resulting from the want of proper

\. mental employment. Their imaginations are likely to dwell upon
scenes of former dissipation and sensual indulgence. The passions

are excited, and asa consequence, a Vice is indulged in, which is em-
inently the curse of the prison, ruins the health, renders them callous

to moral influences, and degrades them below ¢ the brutes that per-

j ish” We think that this might find an important check in some
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provision for lighting the wing in such a way as to give every man
an opportunity to read those books which the State has furnished for
his mental and moral improvement.
WILLIAM A. NILES,
WILLIAM F. SEGOINE,
Teachers.
TasLe 1. Nativity.
1. Natives of United States, (White,) veuvvsvierueancueaness 313
2 do do (colored,) eaerivuninierenaness 59
3. do Canada, . ..cuvevruvenrinnnransassanseaes 11
4. do England, coeviiiniiiniiiinieniiieieens 19
5 do Treland, vovvevevsvenasasiivansnsncnses. 38
6 do Germany,.esevvesvacsvensiracerasannaas 11
7 Lo O U |
ceerena.. — 80

Foreign countries,.

Total, veeereeruineiaennroennenneas 452

Tapie Il.  Age of Prisoners.

Between 16 and 20, . .vevuvennienrniee _rvareeieraneeanaas 19
do 20and 30, cevuirvenniiaiiiiieet caseanransnsa. s 193
do 30and40,..ci.iieiiiiiiiiiiieiaiiiiiiiecaesa, 113
do 40 and 50,..iueiietiincieinineniinsaasninesaens
do 50 and 60, ....
do 60 and over, ..

TasLe IHL.  Mental Culture.
. Unable o read, or read very indifferently when they entered
L o T U

. Had a good English education, .
. Had classical
Tasie IV.  Moral and Religious Cultuie.

1. (a) Had religious instruction in early life,s.oeveuevssrn.s 239
2. (b) Had learned the Decaloge, «ovvevevinsneeeeans.. 109

(a) Notice the difference between those who claim to have had ¢ réligious in-
struction,” and those who also had pious parents. See Table VI, Nos. 1 and 3.
(b) Not one-half of this number have thoroughly learned and remembered it.
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3. Had no religious instruction, . . Left home as a residence before 16 years of age, .. ous
. Attended Sabbath school in youth, ... . - Never attended Sabbath school,
h on the
g gyl e S
. Were in the habit of reading the Bible regularly,.. - Confess their guilt,
. Seldom or never read the Bible, .. . ?e"}’ do . .
" Seldom attended church on the Sabbath, . o vv+s.s . . Chmk they have been beneﬁted by conﬁnement here, vevees 356
. Read the Bible regularly now, ..eoevevnes cee - Committed:
. Were members of the church when they came here,
. Think they are Christians now,
. Think they were converted in prison, ........ cereneanen
5th time,. ..
Tasee V.  Hubits and Social State. 6th time,
. Moderate drinkers, . .. feeeesanaeees For life,
. Intemperate do ceen . T .
. Total abstinence men, ..eeveeesrsnsronecennnssnns .. asLe VIIL - Counties where convicted.
. Use tobacco, (of whom one-ﬁfth learned in pnson,)
. Read novels before they came here,
. Read novels since
. In habit of gambling, ..
. Licentious, en
. Sabbath breakers, .... ... Ceeeranaaes C‘ha“taq“e’ s
. Ascribe their imprisonment to intemperance, gambling, bad Chenango,
COmPAny, &Cuy vaveneasaasens terrenaane .. 284 Chemung, ...... eiaean
. Had a trade, ...... Cortland,
. Had notrade, covevveeviiieninanenns ceen Erie, .....
. Had a regular occupation at the time of ccmmlmng the Franklin, ..
crime for which they were sent hereysoveveisisoees . 235 Genesee, . .
. Had no occupation at do veel 217 Herkimer,
. Married, ceens .. 230 Jefferson, .
Lewis,

Allegany, ...
Broome, ,... ..
Cattaraugus,
Cayuga, .

. Have parents now living, Livingston,
. Fathers confined here have in the aggregate children, ..... 673 Madison, . ...
Tasre VI. Eerly History. Monroe,
. Both parents members of some church, (@) .
. Father only a member do
. Mother do do
. Lost one or both parents 16 years of age,

Momtgumeny, 1T .
Niagara, ....
Onondaga, .

() _This embraces members of the church of England, the Episcopal, Presbyte- Ontario,
rian, Congreg and Baptist [Assembly, No. 243.)
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Oswego,

Otsegoyeeroeanse- o Robbery, .....

Rensselaer, . Swindling,

Saratoga, IEEEREARE . . Obtaining goods under fa]se pretences,
St. Lawrence,. . v Receiving and secreting stolen goods,
Seneca, «vee-

Steuben,.

TasLe X. Occupations.

. Farraers, .. ooveusn eeriireieaaa
Wyoming, . ) e tiee it eiieacataaann .
‘Washington, «..... verreseann La.borers, .

. Sailors, ..
Boa(men,
Merchants, peulars, &e.,.
Sportsmen, . ... .
Tasee IX. imes. Physicians,
1. Against person. Preachers,
Abduction, «.ceeeeeres Lawyers,
Abduction to kill, ... Speculators, ...
Assault and battery, to kill, ... . 'Bakers, ..
Assault and battery, to rape,. ;eachers, ..
Hostlers, ..
Trades,
Manslaughter, . ... .. . Miscellaneous, . ..
Murder,

TasLe XX.  Length of sentences.

87 are committed for 2 years,

24 do 2} do

4 do 3 de

15 do 3% do
Burglary, .. . 36 do 4 and under 4} years.
Counterfeiting coin and paper, ... i 18 do 43 do 5 do
Embezzlement, ..cocveen.. . . . do b5 do 5% do
Forgery, 7 do 53 do 6 deo
Larceny, grand and petity voeeeeesrs do 6 years.
do 7 and under 7} do

Carried forward,.ooe.ae o 7 do 8 do
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3 are committed for 8 years.

6
47

45

Summary view of th

It appears that 3
About 1

do 1

do 1

do 1
1

do.

do 1
do 1
Less than 1

None are graduates of

About 1
do 1
do
do
do

do 3
do B
do 1
30 more than 1
23 more than 1
do 3
About 1

do 1

do 1

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

in 4

7% are black
5%

9 do
10 do
11 de
12 do
14 do
15 do
20 do
22 do
for life.

e foregoing tables of statistics.

are white natives of the United States.
do do
are foreigners.

21 are between 30 and 40 years old.

53 are between 40 and 50

3

do
are unable to read, or read very indif-
ferently.

4} have 1earned to read in prison.

in 14
in 100

oM e 0

wwwuxmwmmp

have a good English education.

have a classical education.

American Colleges. )

claim to have had religious instruction.

had parents whe were church members.

had partially learned the Pecalogue.

have attended Sabbath schools.

have generally abstained from labor ot
the Sabbath.

seldom read the Bible.

were habitual Sabbath breakers.

. think they have been converted in priset-

were intemperate.

were moderate drinkers.
are tobacco chewers.
were novel readers.
were gamblers.

were Jicentious.
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About 1
do 1

had no trade.

unoccupied at the time they were appre-
hended.

are married and have in the aggregate
673 children.

lost their parents before they were six-
teen years of age.

left, or were deprived of a home, before
sixteen years of age.

confess their guilt.

committed two or more times.

of the crimes are against person.

against property.

do
do
do 1

More than1 i 2
1 i 7
2 in 11
9 i 11

Swve Sive Prison.

The total amount of the receipts of this prison, from all sources,
iuring the fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 1848, as stated in detail in the
ceport of the agent hereto annexed, was $97,043.98. The total
amount of expenditures for all purposes, $97,221.41. Excess of ex-
penditures over receipts, $177.43. The total amounts of receipts
and expenditures during this year, have been swelled by payments
fom legislative appropriations of indebtedness, and an award for
flamages, incurred during previous years.

The total amount expended during the same period for general
support, is statea by the agent aty......... Loee 367,116 87
The total amount of earnings of the prison at,..... 52,185 34

Excess of expenditures,.cosvvenersseensrionnns
A large portion of this excess, according to the esti-
mate of the agent, is chargeable upon the female
convict prison, the expenditures in its bebalf ex-
ceeding its earnings by,.......

$14,931 53

9,426 88

And leaving for excess of male department,..... .. $5,504 65

One reason for the diminished earnings of the prison, is to be found
% the diminished number of convicis, averaging 45 less than the pre-
ceding year. And it is correctly observed by the agent, that  in pro-
Portion”as the number of convicts decreases, the ratable expense of
Spporting the remainder necessarily increases
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Another cause for 2 less amount of earnings, is to be found in the
severe epidemic disease which pervaded the prison,
surrounding country, during the months of July,

tember.
Contracts for convict labor have been entered into, at the Sing Sing

as well as the
August and Sep-

prison, during the last year :

1. For the services of from 20 to 60 convicts, as laborers on that
portion of the Hudson River Railroad which passes through the prison
grounds, at 60 cents per day. )

2. For the services of from 20 to 50 convicts, at carpet weaving,
for 40 cents per day. )

3. For the services of from 20 to 30 convicts, at carpet weaving;
for 40} cents per day.

4. For the employment of not exceeding 50 convicts,
facture of saddlery hardware, at 35 cents per day.

5. For the employment of not exceeding 50 convicts,

at the manu

at file-cut-

ting, at 35 cents per day.

The average time per day of actual labor at this prison, gives, for

the entire year, a fraction over 9 hours per day. The time can

© doubtless be extended to an average of 10 hours per day, after the
new dining-hall shall bave been completed, and the table system
adopted.

Average number of hours of labor for each day during the year,
nine and five-sixths of a minute.

The inspectors, for reasons stated in another place, prefer the
imethod of furnishing the subsistence of the prisons by the agent, to
that by contract. But to do this economically and satisfactorily, the
purchases of the agent should be made uniformly for cash, and never
on credit.

The new building, intended for a dining hall, kitchen, hospital,
and chapel, for the erection of which the last Legislature appropriated
the sum of ten thousand dollars, is in a considerable state of forward-
ness.

The construction of the section of the Hudsen river railroad across
the prison premises has been for some months in progress, by convict
labor.

As the number of convicts in the male department of the Sing
Sing prison is larger than at either of the other prisons, and as this
annual sum would be no more than adequate to repair the dilapida-

No. 243.] 343

tim} of its library, and give renewed interest to it, it is presumed the
claims in this particular, of the female convict prison, were over-
looked. The propriety of a definite annual appropriation for the
library of this prison is respectfully suggested.

'}i,’he inspectors have provided an instructor for the female prison
dgrzug a Rorlion of the last year, whose labors have been attended
with grahfying usefulness and success. Tt is submitted whether
authority for the appointment of such an instructor, with a stipulated
amnual salary, would not carry out the views of the Legislature.

Thc' female conviet prison building does not afford adequate accom-
modam.)n‘s for the whole number of convicts committed to that prison.
The minimum number of convicts, at any one time during the year
has equalled the total number of cells, being 81 ; while the maxim\m;
number, 95, gives fourteen for whose accommodation and security

| there are no cells.

The halls of the main prison building have to be devoted to the
purposes of.a work 'shop, chapel, and dining room, to the great detri-v
;:lennct ;:dt;:;(fﬂﬁ:fy’ and increased difficulty in maintaining disci-

An addition to the main building, in its rear, and the continuation
of the yard walls, &e., in the same direction, will afford adequate
means to remedy these deficiencies ; and the propriety of such a?] ad-

] dition is therefore respectfully submitted to the consideration of the

Legislature.

Receipts from all sources, from the 1st day of October, 1847, to the
30tk of September, inclusive, 1848.

Balance in agent’s hand at the close of fiscal year

Saddlery hardware shops. .......... $5 193.;)(.5
H'atshop.........‘.._... 3,’191 43
File shop. .. .eeu.... eees 11,356 44
F}lrshop.................... .. 3,688 61
Lime works.. ..vviveiiinnnnnann 57058 66
Boot and shoe shop. 3’038 20
Weave shop..... Cieereanens 137098 25
Convict deposits..e . vee . vvennnessns ’ 44 21
Toy Shop..veeeisreeeerenennnnns 211 15
Stone shop and quarry............. 1,303 63}

$832 57

Carried forward

et ireerireeen §
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Brought forwardysssesaseeensees $
0
Button shop.aessarae coocer . 1,642 4

63
ViSHOrS.caesveennsneres oo 1;5'; "
State Treasury appropnauon .. 44,736 o
Provision account. . e e
Paint shop...eee.es ceen %
Carpenter’s shop.. . Ceeaaes P
Board of U. S. conviets.. cavreevsss e
Railroad contract. .... 2,

Fuel R 55 00
Ruet...... %
15 1
" 1223
SuUndries coeeorrrasnssenees . 3 n$96,211 “

e
s

Ezpenditures during the same period.

Pay of officers....oveeeeereer eraeeeenas $?(1) Z;Z g?)
Pay of guards ..oe.eeessarceseeres . b 7073 >
PrOVISIONS.ccossvassansssnssoossses
Hospital.. ovuvnarmenannreeees 1 ,iiz ;;—}
Tobacco.. ..« .
Oil and fuel .. veenes 4 ,5(5)3 ?i
Convict deposite... ... oa 563
Furniture . oo ceesne s
Stone shop and QUATTY v vamecoes s 4,355 ot
Building and repairs.. covoeevees e 4, o
Clothing .veeovnes - 1,191 5]
Discharged convicts , o 01
Incidental oo ot s 35;2
Stationery . - s PV
Lunatic CONVICES.eeeesscsrencnnes .. e
Postage.. - -« Ceesesenaans .
Appreghendmg escaped CODVICS.oucviruenenes . ;Z(I ’(7)2
Water works.. ... [ 5 56
Freight and cartage. [ eaee o5 993
Printing and advertising. c.ovoaesveenears s . Jbodets
Damages and costs in suit of Hodgkxss &Co.. ; o
Invoicing . Ceeereesene .

Due Mr. Rowel (late agent). . veen 568 21

=
$96,786 62

-

d
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From the expenditures deduct the following amounts, viz :

For rations during the years 1846-7...
«

other expenditures during the same time. ....

extra keepers and guards on water work
o 3 113

railroad. . een
new buildings...
timber, lumber, &c., under the head of build-

ing and repairs. ....ieiiieiiii i ian
articles used in stone shop and quarries......
damages and costs in the suit of Hotchkiss and

Smith..... PRI D N

materials used under the head of water works. .

13 « «©

Leaving the amount expended for general support .
‘Whole amount of earnings during the year......

Excess of expenditures over earnings. ..

The daily cost for each convict has been, $0.27.70.

$10,000 00
729 21
361 15
606 64
320 81

4,355 18
2,760 88

9,439 13
1,621 04

$30,104 64

. $67,116 87

52,185 34

. $14,931 53

It is proper to say, that a large proportion of the above excess of
expenditures is properly chargeable upon the female prison, as will

appear by the following, viz :
Fuel and light

.............. $2,530 00
Furniture and clothing..... 873 04
Officers, matron, and assistants...... 1,900 00
Guards . vvveuinann [N 1,080 00
Teaching . oo vvvnnereinninnrsnnns 62 50
Agent, clerk, chaplain, and physician,
being one-sixth part of the salary of
each..... irestresiireaessaees 483 33
Rations. ... .. 3,373 16
Hospital ., .. 394 44
Repairs..oovuenens 250 00
Waiters, laborers, and teammg 660 00
Discharged convicts...veeevusnaees 184 07
————$11,790 54
Earnings of convicts for contractors... $2,063 66
“ “ State ....uen 300 00
—— 2,363 66

. $9,426 88




346 [AssemBLY

Contracts have been made during the year, as follows, viz :

One with Messrs. Grant & Cobb, for from 20 to 60 convicts as
laborers on that portion of the Hudson river railroad passing through
the prison grounds, at 60 cents per day. One with John Humphries,
Esq., for from 20 to 50 convicts at carpet weaving, at 40 cents per
day ; and one with Thomas Weatherby, for from 20 to 30 convicts at
carpet weaving, at 40} cents per day.

Daily average of convicts, 661 4. Aggregate of monthly totals,
242180, being 45 less than the daily average of last year.

The Legislature at its last session appropriated the sum of ten

thousand dollars for the erection of a suitable building for a kitchen,
dining hall, hospital and chapel, which, owing to other engagements,
was not commenced until late in the spring. Tt is now up to the
second story, and built in the most substantial manner. It is one
hundred and sixty-six feet in length by sixty-five in breadth.
° The sum of one thousand dollars was also appropriated for the
completion of a dye house for the use of Messrs. Hotchkiss & Smith,
carpet contractors. The interest of the State requiring its immediate
completion, all the force that could be advantageously employed was
put in requisition. The cost of its completion exceeded by four hun-
dred and twenty dollars and seventy-seven cents the amount appro-
priated for that purpose, including Jabor and materials.

The sum of seven thousand five hundred dollars was appropriated
for the completion of the works necessary for conveying the Croton
water into the prison and the necessary hose and fixiures for the
same.

By a resolution passed by the common council of the city of New-
York, and approved April 24th, 1846, the yearly rent for the use of
the water by the prison, to the extent of 30,000 gallons per day, was
fixed at seven hundred and fifty dollars for the term of five years from
the commencement of its use, and at the yearly rent of one thousand
two hundred and fifty dollars for five years thereafter.

Unusual sickness during the summer months, affected the busi-
ness operations of the pricon, and for a time threatened jthe entire
suspension of labor.

The sum of forty thousand dollars was appropriated for the pay-
ment of the indebtedness of the prison, prior to the first day of Janu-
ary, a part of which accrued during the year 1845, but mostly during
the years 1846-7. Bills to the amount of thirty-seven thousand six
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hundred and thirty-eight dollars and thirty-two cents have been pre-
sented and paid,

Report of the Clerk.

In accordance with the requirements of the statute, I would re-
port @
That the whole number of convicts in the female prison

cn the 1st day of December, 1848, was.....veussss

Of which there was employed,

By Albert Manvel, as button makers,............

Charles Watson, as hat trimmers,........

the State, as cooks, waiters, and seamstresses,
Sick in hospital,. ... .iuu...

The whole number of convicts in the male prison on the

1st day of December, 1848, was
Of which there was employed,

By Hotchkiss & Smith as weavers of rugs and carpets,. .
James Horner as file makers,. oo vvvenvesvennnnns
Robert Wiltsie as shoemakers,. ..vvuvunennsaenn..
Grant & Cobb as laborers on the Hudson river rail-

road,.cueiiiiiiiaie.,
John Humphries as rug weavers,................
Thomas Weatherby as carpet weavers,............
Charles Watson as hatters, . .
Wm. L Buck as buckle makers,................
H. A. Taylor as lime burners, ......
Samuel Taylor as coopers,.... ..
Albert Manvel as turner,. .......

Employed by the State,

AS QUAITYIMED, 1 eeiiinvvinerrennnnnnas
stone cutters and laborers in stone shop,. .
shoemakers, .........
blacksmithsy. . eueseueena.an

B

aHlors, i vy e

WEAVErS) tvaenerosncnrnnns

€O0KS, vuvniinnranniananaas
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On the 1st day of December, 1847, there were remaining in the

prison, ... 682 males
Received during the )ear ending November 30, 1848,
from courts,.........
washmen, . Retaken,.uvuuevennny..
waiters in the hall,.
« ‘e . . .
. Sh(’?s’ X Discharged during the same period
nurses in the hospital,...... . . . o
: . . By expiration of sentence,. .
waiters at the female prison,. B pardon
waiter in the keeper’s hally.. ...t . the Su;xreme court .
« warden’s department,. .. .. Died e
Sick in cots in the hospital, .o veen s Esca;)ed,
Invalids in the yards and shops,..oeeveuecees . Sent to Lunatic Asylum,

As teamsters, ..
barbers,oi et
wood sawyers and sphtters7 and piling up stone,..

loyed upon contracts, there are at work
F (r)f.T::ersn;;oizleli yed up . at 32 cents per day. Remaining in prison November 30,1848,............ 611
0)
« " ce.. 38, at 35 « oo
John Humphries,...... versssan 40

Thomas Weatherby,. 40} On the 1st day of December, 1847, there were remaining in the
Hotchkiss & Smith,. . . 38 female prison, .

19 Received durmg the year endmg November 30, 1848,
40}
201
50 Discharged during the same period,
60 By expiration of sentence,. ..
30
40C
50
40 L
“ o . 20 Remaining in prison November 30, 1848,
Samuel Taylory. .coeeesss . 50
« . 25
William J. Buck,..s .o . - 35
Robert Wiltsiey.oou e aeen 41 7,249 days work, at 60 cents per day,.. $4,349 40
Albert Manvelyvoaovesesosns 50 10,225 « 40 4,090 00
Charles Watson,. .oevveesnaees 20 3,2063 50 1,602 873
Jobn Humphries,....... eeees . 20 7,627§ 403 3,070 16
Of the females employed upon contracts, there are at work 31 ,9431 32 . . 10,221 84
For Albert Manvel, . 25, at 20 cents per day- 6,2823 41 . 2,575 923
Charles Watson, «oeevveseessss 8, at 20 «

=
During the year ending November 30, 1848, there has been charg-
ed to contractors for male prison,
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2781 days work, at 30 cents per dayy.ses- 83 55
25 113

24 15

99 113 .

97,4263 35 9,5?9 26§

4,907 353 . 1,754 523
1

12:595% 38 4,786 29

. 842,158 69

e

111,841 days, amounting t0y..eeveensevsees

During the same period there has been charged to contractors for

female prison,
9,675% days work, at 20 cents per dayyeeoeoonen

$1,935 05

Respectfully yours,
¥ JAMES B. SWAIN, Clerk.

Report of the Warden.

The following table exhibits the namber of convicts remaining in
the prison on the 30th day of September, 1847, and the 'changes
which have since taken place, including the number of punishments
inflicied since January last, when I assumed the duties of warden:

The number of convicts remaining in prison September 30th,
1847, 125.

1)
-
|

iy
f

ged by

the Supreme

From Septem-
ber 30, 1847,
to Novem-
ber 30, 1848.

|

expiration o
sentence.

-
@

Dischar

Sent to the Iu-
natic asylum. |
Punishment.
No. of con-
viets remain-
ing in prison
athe ond of|
each month.

l

Qctober, ..
November,
December,
January,
February,.
March,

wro

e
wmaSer

l pemwanewasweos | pardoned.

@
4

Totals,...1 207 | 1!

During the last sammer months an epidemic prevailed among the
convicts to a serious extent, upward of three hundr?d being more
or less affected, but which fortunately proved fatal in only sixteen
cases.
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Three convicts have escaped from the prison during the past year,
one of whom was retaken in the neighborhood of New-York.

In regard to the discipline, T have to eongratulate you upon the
entire success of the system adopted by the law of 1847, by which a
sound and healthy government is enforced, without resorting to fla-
gellations, or to any severe and degrading punishments. A departure
from the old system, naturally created a sensation,and excited a spirit
of independence among those who had been taught to yield only to
the lash, while the opinions of former officers, and of the convicts
themselves, seemed to bave settled the question, that the latter could
not be governed without the occasional infliction of stripes.

But my experience here confirms my previously entertained opin-
ion, that convicts can be better governed, and order, industry and
decorum among them generally better maintained by kind and hu-
mane treatment, coupled with decision and firmness, in the enforce-
ment of just, though stringent rules, than by a resort to any species
of punishment which may be calculated to inflame the passions and
to engender hatred and ill will, in proportion as it lacerates the body
or degrades the mind.

Three hundred and fifty-one punishiments have been inflicted in |
the eleven months past. These bave combisted of the shower bath, '
solitary confinement, the substitution of bread and water for the usual
diet, cutting the hair close, and in some cases for the higher grades of ;
offence, a ball and chain to the leg, or an iron collar about the neck. 1"

I would recommend as a matter of convenience and economy to |
the prison, and of comfort to the convicts, the substitution of iron *
hedsteads for the present clumsy and dilapidated bunk boards. With
the utmost care and vigilance it is found almost impossible to keep
those wooden contrivances free from vermin, while they are a con-
stant source of expense and trouble. .

!
Report. Mﬂ. ¢ -

When I assumed the char?g‘e of the prison, on the 7th'of January
last, T found eighty-nine females confined as convicts. Since that
time, twenty-four have been received, nineteen have been discharged
by expiration of sentence, seven have been pardoned, and four have
died—leaving eighty-two now in the prison.

The highest number of convicts at any time during my term of
office, was ninety-five, and the lowest eighty-one.

P XA
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Some inconvenience has arisen from the want of a sufficient num-

“ber of cells to accommodate all the inmates, there being but eighty-

- ~one in all, nine of which have been constructed since the erection of

5 '?the prison, at the west end of the main hall, which are divided by

“wooden partitions only, and are but indifferently ventilated.

o A great inconvenience has been experienced from the want of suf-

~ficient shop-room, The only work-shop in this prison being devoted

. to the manufacture of buttons, the convicts employed at hat-trimming

-~ and State work are compelled to perform their labor in the main hall
the prison.

T conceive that this kind of labor, [button making,] conflicts most
seriously with the reformation of the convict, which, after all, is the
most desirable object to be attained. You cannot reform an erring
female by employing her in a kind of business which is not only
coarse and masculine in its operations, but wholly contrary to the
taste and inclination of the sex. Its tendency is to debase the mind
and sour the disposition, exhaust the physical powers and unfit the
convict to receive wholesome instruction here, or to pursue an honest

i calling when she leaves the prison.

If you teach these females a trade suitable to their sex and condi*
tion in life, there is reason to hope that many of them, when they
leave the prison, will seek employment, and strive to avoid the path
of infamy and crime. But the influence of this butt king will
produce the opposite results, for so far from being useful to them as
an employment after they leave the prison, it will be found to have
unfitted them to pursue the avocations which females generally en-
gage in, and which the customs of society generally require at their
bands. Tt not only leaves them ignorant of needle work, but, in
many cases, it disables them, and so impairs their health that they
will be found unable to obtain a living as servants.

Under the tuition of the instructress appointed by you, and the as-
sistance of the officers, much advancement has been made in writing
and reading and arithmetic ; while others, better informed, are pursu-
ing the study of the Bible.

Many of the convicts are young, almost children in years and
judgment. Left without parents to protect, or friends to advise them;
they have become the victims of the unprincipled and designing.
With the hope of reclaiming such, I would suggest the propriety of
an additional institution, to which girls under 20 years of age should
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l?e sent at the expiration of their prison sentence, where their educa-
tion and morals should be cared for, and where they should be re-
quired 1o pursue some useful employment, uatil they should be deemed
fitted to enter the world.

Pursuing this system, I have been called upon to inflict twenty-six
punishments during my term of office, and these have consisted in
locking in a dark cell, or the offender’s own cell, to be kept on bread
and water, and placing them in an outside ward, in solitary confine-
ment.  In three instances, Thave been compelled to apply the straight
Jjacket for an hour or two, ’

[Assembly, No. 243,
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Report of the Physician.

Until the month of July last, but little sickness occurred here, oth-
er than chronic cases. At that time a dysentery of a malignant char-
acter made its appearance, and so rapid was its progress, that in less
than a month the usual hospital was found too small to accommodate
all who were aitacked, and who required constant treatment for this
complaint. It therefore became necessary to convert the chapel into
a receptacle for the sick, and the number of cases continued to in-
crease until there were seventy-five in the hospital and a daily pre-
scription for from eighty to one hundred and twenty out door pa-
tients, the latter kaving the dysentery in its incipient stages or milder
forms. This state of things continued for three months, during
which time there were about three hundred cases of the disease under
treatment, notwithstanding which, but sixteen proved fatal,

The average number of hospital patientsin the male prison for each
day during the year, notwithstanding the unusually large amount in
July and August has been but twenty-one.
daily prescriptions for out door patients has been fifty-one. The
average number of hospital rations which have beenallowed daily has
been fifty-seven. The whole number of deaths for the same period is
thirty-one, being one less than in the preceding year.

In the female prison the average number of hospital patients for
each day during the year has been 33. The average number of pre-
scriptions daily for those not admitted to the hospital has been seven.

The average number of haspital rations given out at the prison each
day, has been ¢ight. The whole number of deaths at this prison du-
ring the year has been three, one of which died of dysentery.

Of the 169 convicts received at the prison during the last year, 82
reported themselves in good health at the time of their reception ; 52
stated that they were then in good health but were subject to pain in
the side, rheumatism, &c.; 24 were feeble with impaired constitutions;
and 21 were sick, so much so as to require immediate medical atten-
dance.

Several convicts have been received in this prison during the past
year, apparently in a good siate of health, but who have discovered,
after being here two or three days, that they were laboring under
venereal disease ; and by information derived from the convicts them-
selves, as well as by the fact that such convicts came to this place
directly from the city and county prisons, and that the disease was

The average number of
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developed some tune after their arrival here, T am led to the belief
th.at abandoned females were allowed to visit them while in the city
prisons or county jails, and that by such means they have contracted
the disease.

We have had twelve cases of scrofula in the prison during the past
year; and in a majority of those, the complaint was fully developed
before their reception.

Dur.ing the past year seven convicts have been sent to the State
Lun:%t{c Asylum at Utica, in pursuance of the humane iaw making
prov1sfon for the insane; and there is one other now in the prison
who gives occasional indications of insanity, and whose case will pro-
bably soon require his removal, to receive the henefit

of the treat;
of that Asylum, Feiment

Three children have been born of female conti

[ cts at this prison
during the past year.

Respectfully submitted,
W. N. BELCHER, Physician.
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Report of the Chaplain.

The afternoons of the Subbath, and as circumstances will permit,
portions of the week days and evenings, I devote to visiting, and
conversing with the convicts at the doors of their cells.

The correspondence of the convicts occupies a considerable portion
of my time. They valuc this as a great privilege. And it is no
doubt salutary in its influence on their minds, as it keeps up a recol-
fection of social life, and encourages them in their resolutions to
amend their ways, so as to enjoy such life, when the day of their free-
dom shall arrive. 251 convicts have written letters during the past
year, and the whole number of letters written is 353.

The last Legislature made provision for the instruction of the con-

. victs in the elements of an English education. It wasnot until some-
time in May lasi that suitable instructers could be found ; at which

time two were procured for the male prison, and a litile after, one for
‘he female. They have been prosecuting their work with diligence
nce that time, and the iprovement made by many of the convicts
s very gratifying. The number under instructors in the male prison

250, and in the female, 33.
The library of the male prison consists of 825 volumes, and of the
emale prison of about 500 volumes, besides a Bible and a hymn
ook in cach cell, and a large number of arithmetics and spelling
books. All these are in a sound condition, fit to be distributed and
read. An addition was made to the library during the last year of
92 volumes, out of the appropriations made by the State for this pur-
pose.  The books of the library ave distibuted iu the celly, and Chang-
ed every two weeks.
Besides the books bought by, and belonging to the State, some of
the contractors have furnished books for the use of the men working
| on their contracts, severally. These also are changed every two
weeks on the galleries, where they belong. There are now two such
libraries, comprising in all 110 volumes. And in addition to this,
many of the convicts have private libraries furnished by themselves
and their friends. But no book is allowed, that has not been approv-
ed by the chaplain, 172 convicts in the male prison have private li-
braries, greater or less, from 55 volumes to a single one, each ; the
whole comprising 1200 volumes.
Many of the convicts in the male prison read a great deal, and
often come to me to borrow books, because the supply from the
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prison library, in the due course of distribution, is not sufficient to
occupy their time. Some fey, too, are students of classic litera-
ture, and prosecute their studies with no little zeal and ambition.
Convicted in the v

New-York,. . .c.o “"11' .O.f e ";;‘:5' o
Albany,................ 4; X . o
Rensselaer, e Lo

Schenectady,.. ... . o A 5

Queens,,.....,.. X 14

Rockland,.... ...,
Kings,.....
Schoharie,. .... ..
Westchester,. ...,
Putnam,. , ,

PRI 4

Dutchess, .........

Orange,. .
Sullivan, ...
Richmond,.
Niagara, , . ....
Onondaga,.....,....
O
Saratoga,.

Clinto, cenees

Washington,. ... ...
Herkimer,.............
Onroe,....,..,.
Greene,...........
St.Lawrence,.. ettt i
Chemung, ...................
Brie,....ooovinlLl.
Oreida, . .., ...
Unknown,. .......

mpuuﬁﬁwwwmgaw

-

S 3 [

Total
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. Ter;
Occupation. Between ';’na‘);;exge;z; . Mates, Femn
Farmers, . . do 8 ° doq.............. 27 .. 1
Mechamcs, . . PN © 9 10 4 e, 8
Merchants and Clelks, oee . . do 10 11 g PRI s])g

Servants and Waiters,. do 11 12
Laborers,. vovevnenn Cevasinanas do 12 13
do 14 15

Stone cutters,. . TN
Sailors and boatmen, B 16
Miscellaneous,.. .. s . 17 18
No occupation,. - 20
Teacher,. ...

House work,

Prostitution,. ...

Dress makers,. ...

Seamstresses, . .

Unknown,.

~
Ll )

-
L=

0
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
84

Totaly vevervenrennnnsniannin

Where born. . . ‘
Age when White 3y

committed. males. mn)l“e:g fe‘:’nglue ‘_Black

es. females,

United States,....... tegreresenn s Under 20 years, :
Ireland,..vovn. . Ve Between 20 and 30 years 33 14
France, sveevevenisocenns 1. do 30 w0 do,. 79 a5
Germany, ceee e : . do 40 50 g i
England, RN e ¢ PR Over 50 a

Canada,.... .. e . o .

Scotland, .
West Indies, ..
Ttaly,....

ll;lomm

How often commi o
. e, OF not distinguisheq.
Iy o ﬂme, Males. Females,

Unknown,.veeeunsenenssns
4thume
PN

Social state,
Marriea,.
Unmamed
Unknown, .

.-...u..-....-.......-. .
DTN
cens

Term of sentence.
Between 2 and 3 years,.....
4 do

ettt ettt ieaaaa,.
treees..

LR N
STt aesasieavaes
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Crinton Prison.

From the report of the agent and warden of this prison, it appears
that its total of receipts from all sources, during the last fiscal year,
WAS.ses sns Ceviees $41,536 93
And that its expenditares for all purposes during the

same period, Were..oseeeerrassrseioarinenaees 39,900 98

Leaving a balance of ...... e veeraeasaenens .. $1,635 9%
There appears, however, to have been cash on hand,
Sept. 30, 1848, only...c.oevnen Cereee 827 91

$807 98

Showing an apparent deficiency of

For its explanation, so far as it can be done from the books of the
prison, reference is made to the annexed report :
The available resources of the prison, Sept. 30, 1848, were, an un-

drawn balance of appropriation, of ..veeiasce.ees $7,653 13
827 97

$8,381 10

Cash on hand, as above,.vee caveene Cirreresreaane

The receipts of the prison during the fiscal year ending Sept. 30,
1848, appear to have been derived from the following sources :
ceveranes $40,487 47
337 49
711 87

$41,536 93

Legislative appropriations,
Sale of separated Or€y . evs varssverertirannnasaons
Convict deposits, admission tickets, &C.yuverveeevees

Totaly e vvevuesnnrrvnnsans fereee e aaee

Of the total expenditures of the last fiscal year, as above, $39,900 98

There were expended by Ransom Cook, the late agent, during four
months of the year, viz., October, November, December and Jan-
UATYyae s anessnessnosnonees $19,280 79

And by George Throop, the present agent, during eight
months, viz: February, March, April, May, June,

July, August, and September, 21,620 12

S

Exceeding for the last eight months of the year, the

expenditures of the first four months, only....c.e0s $1,339 40

—
S
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The average monthly expenditure for the last eight months of the
fiscal year, appears, therefore, to have been $2,577.52. The average
for the whole year, $3,325.08.

0{16 of the first objects of the Inspectors was to ascertain as nearly
as within their power, the extent and quality of the deposit of iron
ore upon the lands belonging to the State, and determine the practi-
cajbxht.y of separating it, for the supply of the local market. With
this view, careful explorations and examinations were caused to be
made by an experienced miner. No result satisfactory to the Inspec-
tors, of which will enable them to give any confident assuance of
the existence of any very extensive and valuable deposit of ore upon
the State property, has been arrived at.

It seemed also desirable to test cavefully and fully, the plan of
separating ore by the process contemplated by the late agent. The
xn.ost favorable result at which the agent had been able to arrive, pre-
vious to this time, indicated that by the use of this process, separated
ore, worth in the market $4.50 per ton, could be produced by the
State at an expense of $12.50 per ton.

The prospect of being able to raise and separate ore for the mar-
kef, to any considerable extent, from any deposit yet ascertained to
exist upon the State property, or to engage in the manufacture of
iron from the raw material derived from such source, did not seem to
be flattering.

A deposit of iron ore, however, known as the Averill mine, of ap-
parently large extent, and of good quality, which had been wrought
Suc-cessfully by private enterprise for the last three years, and from
which most of the ore used in the iron works in the Saranac valley
was derived, existed in the immediate vicinity of the prison. The
Inspectors concluded an arrangement for the hire of this mine for a
term of ten years, upon conditions which they trust will be satisfac- ~
tory to the Legislasure. .
) It is estimated that employment will be furnished for 75 convicts ’,.
in mining and upon separating this ore. The agent is obligated by )
the terms of the lease to separate at least 5000 tons per annum, if the N
deposit of ore continues to hold good, and it can be raised and sepa- :
rat.ed within a given rate of expense. To the proprietors is to be -

paid the sum of one dollar and twenty-five cents per ton for every ton
of separated ore. 'The existing local demand is from five to six thou-
sand tons per year.
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1t is not supposed that all the convicts at this prison can be em-
ployed in mining and separating ore at present, because with ma-
chinery to employ them all, the local market would be over stocked.

The supply of ore from the Averill mine will doubtless continue to
be abundant and convenient.

The estimated amount necessary to be appropriated for the support
and maintenance of this prison for one year,is...... $33,550 00
For extending the picketing, and machinery required

for working the Averill ore bed, &c., as detailed in

the report of the agent,.voevivovivseienniassas 7,330 00

$40,880 00

No estimate is included in the above, for finishing the new section
of the prison building at the east end, except for the erection of four
solitary cells.

Average time of actual labor for 10 months, 10 hours 33 minutes.

If we assume the time of actual labor for December and January
at 8 hours, it will make the average for the year about 10 hours and
3 minutes.

Report qf the JAgent.

There are not any solitary cells in ‘}-ITS—E);ISOII for the confinement
of convicts ; and when this mode of punishment has been resorted to
of necessity in most cases, the offender has been kept in his own cell.
A law has heretofore been passed authorising the construction of soli-
tary cells at this prison, but no funds havebeen placed at my disposal
for that purpose.

My experience in prison discipline is exclusively confined to the
period of time T have had charge here.

With the use of the cat and its effects, I am (practically) wholly
unacquainted, and hope T shall always remain so.

The shower bath I believe is much more effectual as a punishment
than the cat, ; Tess" degrading and brutalizing. It has not in any in-
stance within my knowledge proved prejudicial to health, but on the
contrary hasin some instances proved beneficial to it.

1 believe that punishment should only be resorted to in the case of
the convict, when those means and measures which are calculated 0
reform and build up, which take hold on the moral responsibilities of
the man, and lead him to feel them, have proved abortive. Men
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should be treated in this matter according to the intelligence they
possess, should be judged and treated according to the intention as far
as that intention can be known. If a firm, kind, uniform system of
treatment will not reclaim, then let punishment follow, and let that
punishment be the smallest amount that will effect the desired object—
reformation. Men should be made to feel even when punishment is
called for, that it is not inflicted from a motive of revenge,-that he
vho is called upon by a stern necessity to inflict it, may nevertheless
be actuated by motives for his good, may feel a real interest in bis
welfare , that because he may be for a time bis keeper, yet that he
will not exercise his power for their injury but for their benefit. The
good and wise keeper will seek to elevate and save, not to degrade,
oppress or destroy. He will seize hold of what is yet remaining of
virtue in the mind of the conviet, and seek diligently, ardently, per-
severingly on that, even though it may be small to build up a bul-
wark against vice and crime, and throw around the small light in
that darkened mind guards and guides that will counteract the force
.of human habits, keep it in the hiour of temptation and trial, lead it on
its path to a brighter and better destiny than it has yet looked for-
ward to or appreciated.

T have found very few of the convicts under my charge, that can-
not be made 1o feel in some degree; by kind and persevering efforts,
the moral responsibility that rests upon them. And just in propor-
tion as they feel this, just in that proportion the work of reformation
bas progressed.

GEORGE THROOP,
Agent and Warden.

Staremext, (No. 1.)

Of cash expended for general support, building, repairs, &c., during
the year ending September 30, 1848.

Building and repairs $3,529 69
1,728 45
6,758 72
2,247 90
4,039 16

811 24

385 75

P N
Stock and tools, ...

Rahons, Ceeean

Clothing and beddmg, Ciesaesas [EETTEE
Fuel and lights,

Hospital and medicines, ...

Discharge of convicts, .. .v.u...

Carried forward,........
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Postage, printing and stationery,

Salaries of officers, .......

Pay of guards,..eeovevieiiiaiionnanes
Teams and keeping,..vevvernanries ceane
Expenses of agent,

Storage and freightage,

Miscellaneous, s ovsvvvn .

Grading,

Quarry and mine,

Machinery,

Total expenses,. ..

Balance of appropriation, September 30,
1848, ... 7,553 13
Cash in hands of agent,.... 827 97

Balance belonging to prison, ...,

Clerk’s Report.

The number of convicts confined in the Clinton State Prison, on
this day, (December 1, 1848,) is 163; who are employed for the
State, at the respective branches, hereinafter mentioned, viz :

Averill mine,

Raising pickets, . vovvvivivnniineenns
Blacksmith’s shopyeseeversveenionanee
Machine shop,

Carpenters and joiners, ..

Engineers and tenders,

Saw mill,

‘Wood choppers and drawers,

Altering separator,. ..

Handling hammers, .

Tailors, ...

Shoe makers, . .

‘Wash room, ... .
Kitchen, . cooveeninneans et assenseeaes
General waiters,.. .

Hall do

Machine shop do

| AssEMBLY

126 85
6,930 30
6,830 44

315 08

176 06

528 89
1,607 43

586 51

500 45
2,748 06

$39,900 98

3
1

W W o=t @ e

W =
—- OV ONVWRR SO
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Hospital waiters, ...c.oue.a. Ceeeerean.
Clerk’s office and guard waiter, «u.. ...
Barbers, ,.......

No employment,. .

Sick, (in hospital,). .

Tovalids, .ovuuiann..

Totaly,v.v.s..s

=
=
w

|wwmwuw

II

Four convicts have been received at the prison, on the afternoon
of this day, but not being yet required to perform any labor, I cannot

consequently embody them in this report.

The number of convicts remaining in this prison January 1,
1848, was. s sessassess

The number of convxcts received dunng the year 1848, was. .

There have been, during the year 1848,
Discharged by expiration of sentence,.
do pardon, ....ieeen.
Died, . ..t ceeen

Removed to Luna‘uc Asylum, at Utica,
Escaped, ....oiiuiin..,

R I

There are remaining in prison, Dec. 31, 1848,....

Report of the Physician.

146

The number of convicts in the prison has ranged from 150 to 163,

making an average of 155.

[Assembly No. 243.}
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others, who were praying men before, have been encouraged in the
discharge of their duty.

Several convicis are now on the track of serious reflection, perusing
their Bible with earnestness, deploring their former habits, and avoid-
ing, as far as possible, their old associates in sin.

The Bible is now generally read in prison as an inspired book, the
prisoner’s book, the book for all. During chapel service good order
is preserved,” and the number of voluntary attendants at the Bible
class, about 70, some of whom are Catholics.

The sacred music in the chapel is being very much improved, under
the teaching of Mr. Beecher, one of our keepers, and the taste for
moral and religious reading greatly increased.

Persons who have had the earliest acquaintance with the state of
‘morals here, admit that a great change has been effected for the bet-
ter. A prisoner who was present at the erection of the prison, in-
quired of me not long since the cause of the improvement he saw. 1
have known, he said, more than sixiy quarrels here among prisoners,
but not one the last summer. T ascribed the change to the influence
of Bible truth on the mind, which he acknowledged. This reform
has been acknowledged by officers and citizens, and spoken of freely,
as honorable to the prison. But encouraging as these facts are, there
is yet much to be corrected here, the leaven of infidelity and bad he-
bits lurking still about the premises. One of these habits is the use
of strong drink asa beverage. This article, though wisely and kindly
prohibited to prisoners, has been introduced by stealth within the en-
closures of the prison during the last summer, and created no small
disturbance for the time. The evil, to be sure, was soon detected,
and the remedy applied, and we hope will not be repeated ; still itis
an event of possible oceurrence, as grocers are living in the environs
of the prison, who treat the tAiree mile Jaw regulating the retail of ar-
dent spirits with open and every day contempt

In regard to the school, a few facts here I suppose will suffice, one

. month only having passed since my quarterly report. Some few
changes in this time have been made, which, on the whole, T believe
for the better. The scholars are now taken out into the hall to be
instructed in classes, instead of the cells, twenty on one side of the
hall one evening, and twenty the next on the other, Sabbath evening
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::]::z;e}:‘l». .By this statefnent, it will be seen that the number of our
as increased, owing partly to the increase of convicts, and the

number might yet be increased
to fift
of the law in their condition. ¥ ko could pled he penclt

ASHBEL PARMELEE,
Chaplain,
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NEW-JERSEY.
pallcs =

Joint Comanittee’s Report, 1848.

The payment of the salzries of officers being provided for by law,
this item is not included in the opcrations or accounts of the prison.
The net gain of the prison for the past year, as per annexed state-
ment, in five thousand ninety dollars and sixty-seven cents ; deduct
from this the sum drawn for salaries, and it leaves one thousand fifty
seven dollars and forty-nine cents loss in its operations for the last
year. This result shows an apparent falling off as compared with
the previous year, of two hundred and ninety-seven dollars and ninety-
five cents, which is believed to be owing entirely to the interruption
occasioned by the removal of the engine and machinery, which were
thereby kept cut of use for several months.

It will eppear from an item in statement C, that the debts due on
book account, amount to five thousand five hundred and seventy-six
dollars and ninety cents ; of this, however, four thousand and five
hundred dollars stand charged to the commissioners for building the
wing. Your committee have directed that the account against them
be closed, by charging the same to stock account. This will leave a
balance of one thousand seventy-six dollars and ninety cents, which
is the real amount of debts due the prison.

A statement showing the operations of the New-Jersey State Prison,
from the 31st December, 1846, to 31st December, 1847.
Dr.
Weaving account, gain,ceeevaesvruiennss vasneenne
Chair making «  «
Cordwainers’ ¢ ceran
Sundries «
Interest,

$2,598 9
8,253 19
2,149 27
2,386 73

9 58

$15,327 72

=

et hate srseasinanans
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“«

frreet ittt esett it ans

Cr.
Furniture account, 1088,. v eeceviivasien cnnnnnnens
Provision “ “
Hospital
Fuel
Incidental,
Discharged convicts® ¢

713 63
6,216 28
208 80
1,706 80
810 46
521 08
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Balance, being gain on the operations of the prison,

from Dec. 31, 1846, to Dec. 31, 1847,............ 5,090 67

$15,327 72

On the 31st day of December, 1846 fthere were in prison one hun-
dred and sixty-seven convicts, and from that time to the 31st Decem~
ber, 1847, there were received ninety, making two hundred and fifty-
seven. Of these, there have been discharged during the same period,
eighty-one upon the expiration of their sentence, twenty by pardon
granted by the pardoning power, (four of whom were pardoned a few
days. before the expiration of their term,) one escaped, and two died ;
making altogether one hundred and four ; thereby leaving in confine-
m.ent on the 31st day of December, 1847, one hundred and fifty-three
prisoners,

Term of Sentence.

For 20 years,..,..

18 B N
15 EETTTN

rresesiectititiannanas

—
'S

B months, . uu ittt e
9 months,. .
6 @

6 months,.. ., .

HI00 00 ww s e o D

9 months, , . ereaeaaas
6 months, .. oiiiiiiiii i,
Duringthetermoi’hisnatumllife,.................... .

Total,
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Crimes Committed. Number received from each County.}
Adultery,

Assault and battery,. .

Assault and battery with intent to kill,
Assault and battery with intent to commit a rape;.
Atrocious assault and battery,
Burglary, ...

Burglary and larceny,

Burglary and breaking prison,.
Bigamy,

Breaking prison,.

Burning,.......

Cutting timber,..

Forgery,

Grand larceny,

Grand larceny and burglacy,. ... ..
Keeping disorderly house,

Larceny and breaking prison,. .
Larceny,.uovvansn

Manslaughter,. ...

Misdemeancor,

Misdemeanor and larceny,.

Atlantic,. ...
Bergen,.......
Burlington,..
Camden,....

-
©0

Gloucester,s o vvss

Hudson,. ... ...

Hunterdon,

Mercer,. ... .. ettt erieiees e

Middlesex,,

Monmouth,,.vuveve... Cetteaaetattetattictaainsaaanas
Morris,

Passaic,.

Salem,.

Somerset,.

WO WS

R A
-
o

v
D

—
)

Murder in second degree,..... Cerireaaes cen
Obtaining money upon false pretences, .veevveeuarevaeenes
Passing counterfeit money,.ceevuvn s Carreaaesens

9

6

5

9

8

6

6

1 4
3

153

Age when recetved in Prison.
From 10 to 20 years,....oeuveeernnneesas RTINS .
“ 20to 30 .
30 to 40
40 to 50
50 to 60
60 to 70

Robbery,
Robbery and assault and Lattery with intent to kill,
Swindling,

‘»—wm»»—wm

-
o
=Y

|

For 1st offence,
« 2d “
3d
4th

«
«
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From New Jerseyyoooecoeesnee
New Yorkyeoraarnsneons
Pennsylvania,. cevecses e

England,.ccevveoveescrannes
Germany, eeveseeeesssss

HUDEary, «ooeerescooenessonss
Trelandye.oeverovasnsaeasoessnnnoes
Ttaly,. ...
Poland,.

Scotland,. oo vevaeeannn iansasreanrenetr ey

-
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o
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|

Their Color.

White malesysoveinererenioee

«  females, cioonane
Colored males; coveusnenns

€ femaleS, coesersscernanerratsseeranasees

Totalye.oscararnssaessannnnss e :____53

The usual degree of health that has prevailed for a long time in the
prison, has been experienced throughout the past year. There have
been but two deaths : one from apoplexy, the other from consump-
tion of the lungs, under which the convict was laboring at the time
of his admission. For other particulars of health, we refer you to
the physician’s report. )

The discipline of the prison continues good. By careful, systema-
tic management, proportioning work and rest, agreeably to the pby-
sical and mental wants of the convicts, there occur but few cases te-
quiring punishment. ) .

There is one thing we would wish particularly to notice, th.at 5
the better feeling that exists amongst the prisoners ’fow.ardf the .mstl-
tution, and the officers concerned ; and we think thfsf if tz}er'e is re-
Yiable evidence of the prisoner becoming a better citizen, 1t 15 when
such changes are manifested. As far as this better feelinfg is observed
here, it is to be attributed to the separate system, modified and ame-
Tiorated as in our prison.

No. 243.] 385

Keeper’s Report.

The number of prisoners in confinement, Dec. 31st, 1846, was 167
There have been received since that periody.veevvevseasaas 90

Making a total of 257 confined during the year;.....e0scves 267
The discharges have been as follows :

By expiration of sentence,..eseuescsisiiiseainseass 81
Pardoned, .ovviuisinnniinn

Leaving in confinement, Dec. 31,1847, 000 viveiivann s

Being a decrease of fourteen during the year.

It is presumed that a number of the pardons were granted to save
those to whom they were extended, from a forfeiture of their civil

rights.  Three of them taking effect immediately before expiration of
sentence, and four others within six months of the same,

Health has prevailed here, as has been usual, for years past, but
two deaths having occurred, one of apoplexy, after one month’s con-
finement ; the other, probably in a fit, having been found dead in his
bed on opening his cell in the morning, without any serious previous
illness. One prisoner escaped while employed on the new building.
This was the first and only escape during my entire administration.

QOur discipline is in a wholesome condition. Habits of industry
are becoming more and more established, 10 which we hold out every
encouragement, having full confidence in its efficiency as one means
of prison reformaticn. More work has been done the past than any
former year, and with less urging. 'The over-work paid to convicts
on iheir discharge during the year, amounts to the sum of $598 43

"The business operations of the prison have been successful, the
actual earnings exceeding any former year.

The piison, in addition to sustaining itself, paying for the entire
support of the prisoners, has been enablel to furnish in cash the sum
of four thousand five hundred dollars to the commissioners for erect-
ing the new wing, and to pay the further sum of one thousand six
hundred and thirty-nine dollars and thirty-four cents into the State
treasury, from its surplus earnings; leaving a cash balance on hand,

at the end of the year, of one thousand and thirty-three dollars and

[Assembly No. 243.] 25
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from the trea-
i ies for the year; drawn
-pine cents. The salaries : < e
t‘;mmy"mmum to six thousand forty-eight flollars and szte:aa“ o e,
:::3'! less, by ninety-one dollars and lhlrty-fouf cen -} e
‘:Eht pa,id by the prison out of its surplus. earmr.)g‘rs.of e,
;mve been much greater but for the very high price wllaan o
ah. h have cost nearly fifteen hundred dollars r.noref o
ing 3 1 o
;Ve:s without any corresponding mcreas(e in nze ::;c\c‘:zn 0;; o
! er
CH 1so be made for W A
ts. Allowance must a ] " T
"iuc';em to putting up the new wing and removing our stea Ii4
inci :
and machinery, causing us very serious loss. e labor o
New contracts have just been made fof t e la e tnsare
th victs, by the day, atan advance In price, W
e com’ , ¥

for the
increase in their earnings of about fifteen hundred dollars
an i

£ a portion of

ensuing year-

d Bt ceived during the past year
Previous occupation of prisoners T¢ A

Baker,.............‘............:...“”“
Carpentery .-« -+ veen

Chair makery.. o«
Cigar maker,..
Clerk; covee-
Conveyancer; «esssees
Glass blower,...««
Locksmithy seenvasees
Machinisty «ovesessereeresto®
MasOny . eas sovnsssess
Moulder, .
Shoemaker, . .
Stone cutter,.
Tailory «oevess
TWEAVETy ¢ oassonrasssstsssss
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Physician’s Report.
. . o
The health of the prisoners generally during the year ending Jan

. t

ary y € have been exempt, I 2 greal

4 1st, 1848, has been goodA They .

[.{ gree, from the evils of solitary confinement, as they were thnesseﬂ
e ] Y Yy
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during the first three or four years of the occupation of this prison.
The reasons for this improved health have so frequently been given
in former reports, that it is necessary only at this time to repeat, that
systematic exercise, good food, attention to warmth and cleanliness,
and such intercourse with the keepers and others, asis absolutely
necessary to their mental health, are the great features of the present
treament, and the cause of so little sickness and insanity.

For the particulars of diseases, and individual cases, I refer you to
the monthly reports on this subject. Of the two deaths that have

occurred, one was caused by a chronic complaint, under which the
patient suffered on bis admission, and which, from its nature, was in-
curable ; the other died trom apoplexy of the brain.

All the arrangements for attending to' the physical wants of the
prisoners are so complete, since the erection of the new building, that
I'have nothing to suggest for their further advantage. Well fed,
well clothed and warmed, sufficiently exercised, their mental wants
as carefully attended to as is consistent with prison confinement and
good discipline, we cannot, at this time, imagine any further addition
to the prison, unless it be such moral and religious instruction as can
be given by one who is p-actically and philosophically acquainted
with the wants of the individual prisoners ; a character as rare, and
as difficult to procure, perhaps, as any other that can be named.

JAMES B. COLEMAN,

Physician to N. J. Penitentiary.

Joint Committee’s Report, 1849.

For a detailed account of the affairs of the prison, the committee
refer the legislature to the report of the inspectors, herewith present-
ed, and at the same time earnestly direct its attention to the recom-
mendations contained therein, relative to the erection of a new heating
apparatus within the edifice.

In consequence of the want of a proper degree of heat in the cells
and corridors, the operations of the prison are impeded, and the prin-
ciple of separate confinement, upon which it is established, is often,
of necessity, violated. The committee were painfully impressed with
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the conviction that many of the prisoners suffered from the intensely
cold weather which prevailed during their investigations.

T. H. RICHARDS,
LEWIS M. WALKER,
Committee of Senate.

JNO. S. IRICK,
JAMES H. TRENCHARD,
ALFRED WALLING,
SAMUEL MAYBERRY,
JOSIAH BUZBY,

Committee of JAssembly.

A Statement showing the operations of the New-Jersey State Prison,

from the 31st December, 1847, to 31st December, 1848.

Dr.

Chair making account, gailly. ceescvesaaesveerrrss
Cordwainers’ do . . .
Weaving
Sundries
Interest

2,439 25
3,141 71
1,130 87

22 25

$15,119 03

$2,121 97
5,202 89
Fuel . 1,572 68
Hospital . 52 53
Incidental 935 16
Discharged convicts’ loss, 237 32
Balance, being gain on the operations of the prison,

from 31st Dec., 1847, to 31st Dec., 1848,. ...+ ves

Furniture account, loss, +
Provision do

Inspector’s Report.

Persons confined in N. J. State Prison :
Perm of sentence.
For 20 years, «o.-.eone
18 do
156 do

/e
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Term of sentence.
For 14 years,.vvv.veunnn..
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do 6 months, .
do [T
do 11 months, ......
do 10 do
do 9 do
6 do
do treeaseeaiaens
do 6 months, .,....
do 4 do
do .
10 months, ...v....
9 months,seen vaeenrsanens
6 months, . vuvvursenenn.

[ IR I CY SR CR R N G S R A I

Totalyeeaeiinnrnann, Ceeaae

Crimes Committed.
Assault and battery, ....cevviieiiecinnn
do do withintenttokill,.....'::.‘...““““.
dfr do do commit rape,. ..
Atrocious assault and battery,es..oiaiu.n. OPRIRRR
Breaking prison,..eeiueeneeen.
do and 1arCEnY, -2 vv s sien oo RUPORION
do and breaking prison, .... .
do with intent to commit a rape, .
Burning,....... ‘e
Cutting timber, .
Forgery, sovuunns
GrandIai-ceny,...............:..‘...... . .

Rorowdha

-
- GO bt bt

133
o




Grand larceny and burglary, .
Keeping disorderly house,..
Larceny,..
Larceny .md breakmg prison, .
Malicious mischief,
Manslaughter, ...
Misdemeanor,

do and larceny, .
Murder in second degree, .
Obtaining money upon false pxetences, .
Passing counterfeit money,.

Perjury, ..

Receiving stolen voods,
Robbery,
do and assault and battery, with intent 1o kill

Uttering altered bank note,

Totaly.ven canerensueeses

Number of Convictions.

For Ist offence,..ocoaireesceinssnnnnns [
2d do
9 do
4th do
5th  do

Totalyseeaueeanns

Number received from each County.

Atlantic, .

Bergen, ...
Burlington,.
Camden,. ..

Cumberland,

Middlesex,.
Monmouth,
Morris, . .0

Passaic, ...

Sussex,. ...
Warren, couunnnen
Borough of Elizabeth,

Total, ....

Age when received in Prison.
From 10 to 20 years,
20 do
30 do
40 5 do
50 do
60 do

-

From Canada, . .
Connecticut, .
England,
Germany,
Ireland,

.1\
Sl = wee

|

Ttaly, ..
Maine,
Maryland,
New-Jersey,.
New-York,. .

Scotland, ..
Tennessee, .

Totaly........
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Their Color.

White males, vovsvensiseraseiassanns
White females, ..

Colored males,....

Colored females,

Total,. .

Previous occupation of prisoners received during the past year.
Barber, . cvaiviiiieiiiiiiiaen . PR
Blacksmith, ..

Carpenter, ...

Chair maker,.. eee

Dress maker,. .
Engineer,.... .
Glass blower,..
Hatter, vooeavnn
Tron WOTKery.cae cvosraaesssanenanonsossones
Machinisty coessveseesssasceinsososncasenens
Mason, ,eosennacaenanian
Millwrighty v eeineeiirnnsiiieiiiienees
MHIDEr oot v averaenonnsasoassoessoassnens

Painter, soee ssnsveccaserararrrrsneaianaane
Printer, coeecarevosnanaeneconatitoaisns

School teacher,.....cove et
Shoemakery....... S R R

1 R R
Waiter, covevanns

Weaver; coee vanese .
No trade,.ceveeescnans : . .. 66

108

1
5
2
3
1
1
1
1
4
1
4
2
1
2
1
2
3
2
1
4

The Board would respectfully call the attention of the Legislature
to the condition of the heating apparatus of the prison, which, from
long use, has become insufficient for comfortably warming the cells,
frequently getting out of order,and at all times requiring considerable
and expensive repairs, thereby producing great inconvenience to the
business cperations, often not giving heat sufficient for the comfort of
the prisoners, and sometimes causing actual distress.
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The prison library has been consigned to the care of the moral in-
structor, the books of which he has regularly distributed among the
prisoners.

The Legislature last year appropriated some money for the pur-
chase of additiorial books, which has been done, thereby increasing
its usefulness. And we would recommend that a further small ap-
propriation be made for a like purpose, believing it would be money
well spent,

By order of the Board.
EMLEY OLDEN, Sec'y.

Keeper's Report.

On the 31st of December, 1847, the number of prisoners in confine-
MENt WaS. et vaaarsonrnasiosncsnsseensssnasssaenss 163
There have been received during the year 1848,............ 108
Making a total confined during the year of ...oivunvvvean. 261
The discharges during the same period have been as follows :
By[expiration of sentenceycsse.veseveseresnrsnaseass 71

Kopardon, vuveivienier ittt iiaii i aeeaeaas 12

“ deathy.eve ivieieeniiinninan i ieisiasnannnen

& SUICIde, s s i e iaeiiee e eteiaesiaenaee aee
TOtal, 1 v vevnevnen anensrneaenereenanaeaens 85
Leaving in confinement, December 31, 1848,. 176
Being an increase during the year of..vvvvieviiiieens.. 23
The monthly average number in confinement, during the year
past,hasbeen ..o Liviiianiiii it iiiiiiiiiiie e 154

NoZescapes have occurred. It may be proper to state that the
prisoner who committed suicide had been but a few months in prison
under a short sentence, and the act of self-destruction is believed to
have been induced by circumstances that transpired previous to his
admission. But one other death and few cases of serious illness have
occurred. None now exist in the prison. We have enjoyed the
same extraordinary good health exhibited for several years past, with
an entire exemption from diseases which at times have prevailed ex-
tensively in the neighborhood of the prison. Increased attention is
paid to cleanliness, to which, with a plentiful and wholesome diet,
and a proper enforcement of industrious habits, the uniform health of
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our prisoners may in some degree be attributed. No case of insanity
has occurred ; the only one now in this prison is that of a man con-
fined here for nearly ten years, whose condition is much improved
since his reception. We have other prisoners who were occasionally
subject to insanity before adinission, now in a healthful condition of
mind, and among our most productive laborers. Solitary vice is the
fruitful source of mental as well as physical disease in all prisons.
Experience teaches those in charge of prisoners how to detect it in
its earliest stages. The prompt means used and the mode of treat-
ment practiced in this prison has kept this disease more under control
lately than in the earliest years after the adoption of the separate
system, and as a consequen:e, insanity has ncarly disappeared asa
disease originating in the prison. In mental and physical health, our
pnsoners will compare fmorab]y with those of any penal institution
in the country.

The discipline of the institution is in a wholesome condition. No
serious offences and no cases of gross insubordination have occurred.
Punishments are more rare than ever. Out of two hundred and
sixty-one prisoners that have been under our charge during the year,
only eighteen have required punishment. No corporal punishment
is permitted.

The rules to regulate the deportment of prisioners are characterised
by a mildness and indulgence rarely equalled, and only practicable

“under the separate system. A compiiance with these rules is firmly
insisted on. To the great mass of prisoners all punishments are un-
known, So readily do they yield under our system of discipline,
that a large majority of them are discharged without receiving an un-
kind reproof while serving out their terms.  In general, cheerfulness
and contentment prevail to a degree extraordinary for persons so
situated. Every encouragement is held out to industry by the al-
lowance of averwork, as provided by law ; and in general, the labor
assigned them is performed with cheerfulness and alacrity. The
amount of overwork paid discharged prisoners during the year, is
four hundred and thirty-eight dollars and thirty-two cents.

The past year has been one of unusual depression in manufactur-
ing business. To sustain the business of the prison, constant watch-
fulness, and a very unusual amount of labor has devolved on the
keeper. It is satisfactory to be able to report the affairs of the pri-

son in a highly prosperous condition. Its business cperations for the
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year have been ful.  The net gs in the various depart-
ments have amounted to fifteen thousand one hundred and nineteen
dollars and three cents. The expenses, including all chargeable by
law to the prison, have amounted to ten thousand four hundred and
thirteen dollars.and fifteen cents, leaving a net gain in the operations
of the year, of four thousand seven hundred and five dollars and
eighty-eight cents. In the expenses are included the sum of two
thousand one hundred and twenty-one dollars and ninety-scven cents,
expended in the furniture account, being upwards of double the
usual expenditure in this department. This has gone to improve the
stock of clothing, bedding, furniture and machinery in use, which are
much better than ever before. Making proper allowance in this re-
spect, which does not appear in the estimate, it would seem that the
past year has been one of the most successful in the history of the
Pprison in its business affairs.

‘We have on hand a year’s supply of fuel and a full stock of man-
ufacturing materials, all paid for. The sum of two thousand one
huandred and sixty dollars and thirty-nine cents has been paidinto the
State Treasury, and at the close of the year we bad cash on hand,
two thousand three hundred and ten dollars and sixty-nine cents, be-
sides the sum of two thousand eight hundred and six dollars and
seventy-one cents, in bills raceivable at short date, some of which
are since matured and paid, all good, and a balance of one thousand
two hundred and twenly dollars and sixty-five cenis, due the prison
on book account.

J. B, GADDIS, Keeper.

Moral Instructor’s Report.

Two to four volumes have been regularly distributed to each pri-
soner who can read, every fortnight, without any failure in the distribu-
tion during any fortnight of my offici:i: }.bors in the prison. They are
received with evident satisfaction by nearly every prisoner. The
books of the library which have for the most past been judiciously’
selected, number more than seven hundred volumes, embracing work&
of biography, history, science, morals and religion.

I have instructed twenty-five prisoners in i .1l
given to each has necessarily been very limited.

‘With the approbation of the keeperand inspectors, I have furnished
writing books, with pens and ink, to thirty-eight of the prisoners.

iz, thut L the time‘;

BN
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Some, in the short period they have practiced, can now write well,
though they had never before been taught at all the use of the pen.
My constant aim is to soften and improve, if possible, the minds
and hearts of men who are disgraced and degraded—but of whom
few are so debased as to be utterly unmoved by the sympathies of

wv “_one whose professed object is to do them good.

There are some persons faithless in regard to the value of any
time bestowed upon prisoners. The opinion is formed that men who
can commit crimes so gross as to require, under the laws of the land,
an expiation in the penitentiary, are beyond the reach of all substan-
tial improvement, it not beyond all claim upon the kind sympathies
of 2 moral and christian people. This impression is often confirmed
in the view of some individual case of depravity, and where the ex-
ertions of benevolence are seen to have been unavailing. I have
long thought the world’s Judgment against prisioners to be unwar-
rantably severe, and this impression has been strengthened by the
careful experience of the last nine months. The very term peniten-
tiary, supposes it 2 place of penitential sorrow, just as truly asitis
a place of punishment. Any idea therefore of prison discipline,
which leaves out of view the reformation of the offender, is lacking
one of the very elementary principles upon which the prison system
bas been founded. To protect society against the depredations of
the vicious, is perbaps the leading consideration that pervades our
whole code of criminal law. But then, while law protects society
in the punishment of the guilty, it knows nothing of revenge—it
rather looks to the ultimate benefit of such as, by crime, expose them-
selves to suffer its penalties. While it arrests the more vicious in
their vices, it supposes they may be improved and become less dan-
gerous men, when again set abroad upon the world.

Many are, doubtless, under sentence for their first violation of the
laws of the land, and that committed perhaps under strong provoca-
tion, and through a single rising of some violent passion. No posi<
tion of the unfortunate can be more deserving of
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is the vast superiority of our mode of impri t. Thech of
amendment under the separate system, duly sustained, must be incal-
culably greater, than wherecm—\:ﬁ;nTeS of men are congregated in their
workshops. The plan is severe ; but, to use a paradoxical pbrase, it
is a muld severity. 'The less abandoned are shut out from association
with the hardened, who may have spent years in familiarity with
crime. Each man has his books and his thoughts and his conscience
for companions. His keepers, his physician when in sickness, his
moral instructor, the superintendent of his daily labor, he soon learns
are all is friends. A great deal is in their power, through the plea-
sant look, the friendly salutation, and the kind interest manifested
in those little alleviations which in no degree interfere with the strict-
est and most wholesome discipline. 'The prisoner’s self-respect will
thus be encouraged and cultivated, as he sees that he isnot by all the
world regarded in the light of a hopeless outcast. He may be in-
spired with the noble ambition of regaining his character, and leading
in future a reputable life. Such like benefits can be extended with
four-fold advantage in the separate plan of imprisonment, while its
solitude is relieved by the kind offices of a sympathising friendship.
The mind may thus be furnished with abundant engagement to im-
prove its healthful vigor rather than suffer that vigor to decrease.
The heart, by its own self-communings, with the aids just referred to,
has the best possible chance for becoming imbued with pure and gen-
erous emotions. Make the fullest allowances for depravity and hy-
pocrisy—suppose even that in nine cases, distrust shall be blended
with our intercourse—the firmer hope that attaches to the tenth affords
an encouraging reward to perseverance in well doing.

S. STARR,
Moral Instrector.

Physician’s Report.

In this prison, but one death has occurred, and thata suicide, since

and no class of erring men, it may be naturally presumed, is more
open to the influences of kind sympathy and persuasion. It is, there-
fore, as reasonable as it is scriptural, to regard such men capable of
improvement in character, and hopeful subjects for moral and religi-
ous impression.

1 have already so exceeded my intended limits that T cannot speak
with my designed fullness upon what, I am more and more persuaded

D ber, 1847. It is not necessary to mention again, in detail,
what you already know, that the management of the prisoners is such
as to insure as great an amount of health and comfort as can be found
amongst an equal body of men, under any circumstances. From dis-
eases contracted in the prison, where there are under discipline two
hundred and sixty persons, the deaths do not average one a year.
JAMES B. COLEMAN,
Physician to V. J. Penitentiary.
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The nineteenth annual report of the Board of Inspectors of the State
Penitentiary for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 1848.

At this day, it is surprising that so much argument should have
been required, to convince others that separate confinement is not sol-
tary imprisonment ; that bodily and mental health might be preserv-
ed by invigorating labor and proper access to the open air ; that the
probability of reformation was greater, where the prisoner was fur-
nished with a separate apartment, than where daily brought, by force
into contact with the most hardened criminals ; and that the gradual
adoption of the Pennsylvania system, by the most enlightened coun-
tries of the world, was not the result of accident or caprice, but of
sound views opereting upon the common sense of mankind.

To the facts which the Report will be found to contain, the Board
of Inspectors, unconscious of anything tobias their judgments, can but
add the expression of their unanimous belief in its superiority over all
other systems of Penitentiary punishinent. The Board desire to ex-
press in as brief term  possible, the results of another year’s expe-
rience, on certain subjects of interest to the system of separate con-
finement.

The first is the length of the sentences, It is conceded that im-
prisonment in a prison on the separate plan, is a far more severe pun-
ishment than in a prison where the prisoners are congregated. The
excitement of masses of individuals, exists as well in prisons as else-
where, it is incident to our nature. Any deprivation of liberty, as a
punishment for crime, must therefore be less severe, where it allows
the indulgence of this feeling, than one where its indulgence is denied.
‘The prisoner in a congregate prison, loses, to a greater or lessdegree,
his individuality ; and with it he forgets, or has few inducements to
remember the causes which brought him there, or the effects to be
produced by his incarceration.

Too long a sentence is as objectionable as one too short. Under
the first, the prisoner becomes impressed with the idea that society
has dealt hardly with him for his first offence. If the sentence is too
short, he does not receive the benefit which the system is capable of
jmparting. A severe sentence also excites public sympathy, and the
hope of pardon prevents those salutary impressions which would be
made by an imprisonment undisturbed by this expectation.

oy
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So long as severe sentencrs are imposed, applications for pardons
will not only continue but increase. Many of the pardons granted,
and most of the applications made to the Executive for his clemency,
are based on the disproportion between the sentence and the offence.
‘When, therefore, pardons are granted on such grounds, public opinion
not unfrequently condemns the Executive, while no noticé is taken of
the judicial action.

The policy of discriminating between felonies and statutory misde-
meanors, and their punishment, is worthy the consideration of the
Legislature. It has been said by an able writer on the “Prevention
of Crime,” referring to the inexpediency of special penal legislation,
making acts penal which may arise from a dim perception of wrong:
“Some such arbitrary definitions of crime there must be in the laws
of every country ; but in every wise code, they will be limited to the
strictest necessity ; and offences of this kind will be widely separated
from those of a more heinous nature, by the mode of treatment and
the character of the penalties attached to them.” The spirit of this
distinction can be wisely observed in the length of the sentence.

Insane persons are not unfrequently convicted, out of a due regard
for public safety, and sent to goals or penitentiaries. These prison-
ers must be subjected to the same discipline as other prisoners, be-
cause no accommodations exist for their proper treatment. Tt never
was intended to make the Penitentiary a hospital for mental disease.
The Board of Inspectors would, therefore, urge upon the Leglislature
the great need of a State Asylum for the Insane.
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Scrofulous.

Consumption.

Good Health.

Imperfect Health.

Fatally diseased.

Epileptic.
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During the year, 14 more prisoners have been discharged than re-
ceived, although 7 more were received during the past year than in
the year 1846. Tt will be observed that only 124 prisoners were
sent to the penitentiary. from all the counties composing the Eastern
District, the population of which is about one million.*

During the past year, there were only b second convictions ; 2

third convictions ; and 1 fourth conviction—out of an aggregate of
124 prisoners.

Number Second d Fourth Per cent: of
Year. Received. Convictions. Convictions. Convictions. the whole.

1843...... 156 2 . 7.69
138 1

0

143 o . 6.29

1846...,.. 117 0 .. 3.42
2

1847...... 124 1 6.45

Within the last nine years, 136 prisoners have been discharged,
who gave every reason to believe that they intended to lead correct
lives ; and that the influences of their imprisonment had been salu-
tary.  Of these, information has been received from 84, showing that
they have been able to resist temptation, and live honestly and use-
fully, to themselves and society. From 54 no information has been
received. These 54 have been out of prison, as far as can be ascer-
tained, from 3 to 8 years, and the inference that they are doing well
is reasonable.

MATTHEW L. BEVAN,
JOHN RACON,
RICHARD VAUX,
WILLIAM A. PORTER,

Inspectors.

Warden’s Report.

The conduct of the inmates has been such as to furnish great en-

touragement to persevere in the course of mildness and kindness.

* Many of the county prisons supply the place of State prisons—receiving and
keeping convicts 2 and 3 years, thus thinning the numbers of the Eastern Peni-
tentiary.

[Assembly, No. 243.] 26
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Subsistence.

To amount expended for subsistence, from Jst mo. 1st, to

12th mo. B1st, 1847, s eencenesorneeors $19,797 34
ten. $14,991 72
4,805 62

$19,797 34

————

By profit and loss,..vv.vae

Balance, .vosveseveenssraranenacnoonnee

Profit and Loss.
$8,167 77
5,373 07
267 25
339 49
678 01
192 39
69 06

By Weaving,-.eeverriisesascncarnaaesains
By cordwaining,. . et iiesa e
By carpentering,..oevooeiesiaeenns

By blacksmithing,. oo eveveosraenees

By picking wool and oakum,.....

By tailoringy.ceeveeececennenes

By tinsmithing;. v evveeeressaoionanenseens

$15,087 04

$95 32
14,991 72

$15,087 04

T INterestysese covearsscvoenasosonsnanne
By balance for total gain,..ee. oesiireeees

Since my last report, one hundred and thirty-eight prisoners bave
been discharged, being fourteen more than received. Of these, one
hundred and one served their time out; two were discharged by writ
of error ; one committed suicide ; eight died ; one was pardoned by
the President of the United States, and twenty-five by the Governor
of this State.

Of the 124 prisoners that have been received during the year,
there were

Nuttves of
Pennsylvania, . oo seeeassaiseseonnneates
New Jersey,. . Cheeaeesensenans
Delaware, .
New York, .. P
Massachusetts, eeeietrareseansestanas
Connecticut, . ... . eicssesaessaiananen
Maine, «oov oeeresasrernseousosssasencaes

Maryland, . oveveaniisasnniraaes e

5
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Virginia, .o ovuu...
Ohioy.vvviuansn,
District of Columbia,. ...
Ireland,..........

England, .. ...,
Scotland,..oeiiii i i,
Germany,.....ovueuus. .
France, covvivvunnan..
Canada,.........

South Americay..,.......
Prussia,...oiuini...

b bk et (D e QO R e DD LY

Convicted of the following crimes.
Larceny,.uueivenniiniiiniiiirneann,
Burglary, ...oovvueinn.

Horse stealing,.
Forgery,....
Manslaughter,.... ...
Passing counterfeit money, ....

Assault and battery, intent to kill,uvovveviaun.

Assault and battery, intent to commit rape and kill,. ...
Burglary and larceny, .
Murder, ........

Bigamy, vove i
Incestuousadultery,..,...................-.'...-...‘:““““
Conspiracy to defraud,. L
Intent to steal,....

Riot,.ovviiinnnn,s

Assault and battery,

Gambling, ........

Assault and battery, intent to commit rape,. .

Receiving stolen goods, .. evuveseevasneresiseonsennnanns

>
o

"
U I R I R R N N R S - P |

H




404 [AssxMELY

And received from the Counties as follows, viz.

Philadelphia, «ovocareerariennnaiaareens 43
Lancaster, .. .. 10
Montgomery,

Schuykill,

Frankling.coevoveene ..

Berks,...... vees

Cumberland,

Northampton, . .
Delaware, ..

Lehigh, ....
Susquehanna, .
Luzerne, ..

UDION, e e e cvvsananronsarrssnrens s

Education.
Read and writey. oo vesnavsnamneassevsnes
Read only,....
Could not read or write,

S
s
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Relations.
Unmarried,.sovvuvenes
Married,. ..o e
Widows and widowers,. .
Separated, . ... ..

Bound and served till 21 years of age,....
Bound 2nd left their masters before 21 years of age,...
Never bound,

Under 20 years of age,....... verennaes
From 20 to 30,

30 to 40,.

40 to 50,.

Drank to intoxication,
Moderate drinkers,. .

White males,c.ovinencncecasons ererireiieanaen .
“  femalesyesuevres.s varaens v rraiiaeeiaeas

Colored malesyecvoivnecns [P
«  femaleSyieee-nasnss
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Convictions
Firsty coveuvesnransnanns N 87
Second,.eereeiersrriannnes . 19
Third, . oo veess . . 10
Fourthy cvvvvaasanrenes :
Fifthy cuvrevneinerasnsones
Sixthy covsiienant

2

124

Of the above, reconvictions, those to this penitentiary for the last
year have been as follows :—

Second convietions under the separate system,. ..o voiveenes 5
“ “« to this penitentiary of those who had been
in other prisons previous to their first re-
ception here,.veniiineiiiianieniae
Third convictions under the separate system,..ovveveees v
“ « to this penitentiary of those who had been n
other prisons previous to their first recep-
tion herey . oe..
Fourtl: convictions under the separate system,..
« « to this penitentiary of those v»ho had been
in other prisons prev ious to their first re-
ception here,.veeiieesiaiene e

Sentences as follows.
6 months, cveereeninneiaane ..
Lyear, coeennee e iaiiniiiniiininiiians
1 and 1 month,... Citeciearasetatnane
2 months, IETTRIIN

11
Yearsy ceuiae s
¢ and 3 months,....
6 3

WO W W WD R e e e =

rdy >
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3 years and 6 months,. .vv.vvevvann...

4
4
5
6
6
0

1

Their occupations before committal were as follows.
Tailor, v eue civaci it iiei i e i i e
Blacksmithy e avuueetererineniirncnneernnnanen
‘Wheelwright, ......

Chairmaker, ...vvuae..

Printery.eenuinenas,

Weaver,.ooviiiininnn.n
Druggist, .

Butcher, ..

Leborer, ..

Baker,.....
Shoemaker,. ...

Farmer, . cvuieiiieee i i iie e
Watchmaker, . oo veve svieneaseacennns
Merchant, «vveusuvaiionsiieneneneieneenrannas

<o

b AT e R0 e O B R R R R0 e R TR0 R e e 00

e P
Minery ceeenanernriecnnnannns
Carpenter,.vvieeecinennainns

Stonemason, ...

Cook,...u..n

Brickmaker,

Tobacconisty e vvevevavaes

Storekeeper, .

Hatter,......

Sweep, .....

Servant; s vuevveeiiiriieiieieieaans
Hostler,.
Millwright,e o v veveniiieiineiieanes
Plasterer;. cuvivvieiinviinieneiineaiaea,
Cabinet maker,., .
Brass founder,.....
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OySterman, . ... coxeesssnonssrescissscnnsen
Gunsmithy...ooeenne
Cooper,...ovnreen
Boatmen, ..ae0asnenn-
Barber, . oovviaesacenrenineenasiiniaeen
Seamstress, . .
Physician,. ...
Tarner, «.oovevs-e
Basket maker, . ..coene
Mast maker,..
NONEy vevscrasrsennsrrenoacans

O i B

|

124

The frequent committal o prison of persons of unsound mind, con-
tinues to be a serious evil. And I advert so the fact, with the desire
to call attention to ihe importance of having a State Asylum provided
The necessity of the
Our juils and peniten-

for this unfortunate class of our fellow-beings.
work calls loudly upon its iriends for action.
tiaries should not be made the receptacles of the insane.

During the past year, several of this class have been sentenced to
undergo imprisonment here; individuals, whom their friends and

= «_ neighbors acknowledge to be insane ; who, from this cause, being an

T
3

annoyunee to their neighborhoeds,huve been sted for some breach
of the law, tried, convicied, end seni to the Penitentiary in order (as
in somc imstances the officer who hes broughi them “as been candid

- :enough to avow) to get rid of them.
! By a reference to the table, it will be seen that but seven individ-
‘uals have been committed the past year to serve a longer scntence
.fthan five years. 'The propriety of inflicting very long sentences, ex-
: cept for the higher grades, or for aggravated crimes, may very justly
. i be questioned. The offender, after suffering a reasonable length of
| imprisonment for his crime, should have the opportunity afforded him
{ to go his way and cin 1o more, that that time should not be prolonged
1 to an immoderate length, until the prisoner’s hopes are erushed, and

S 3 his spirit excited to revenge.

The number of prisoners received since the admission of the first
prisoner, 10th mo. 25, 1829, 2,300.
THOMAS SCATTERGOOD, Warden.
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Physician’s Report.

A reference to the tables will show the mortality 10 have been less
than in any previous year since 1842 ; but whether this reduction in
the number of deaths is owing to fortuitous circumstances, or is the
result of sanatory measures introduced by my immediate predecessor,
I shall not, on so limited an experience, attempt to decide. I am
confident, however, that without, in the slightest degree encroaching
on either the letter or the spirit of the discipline we employ, it is with-
in the power of hygiene permanently to reduce our mortality to a stan-
dard even lower. Toaccomplish this desirable result, it is true would
require architectural changes that would involve considerable expense
and call for modifications in the discipline that were not deemed es-
sential in the infancy of the system ; but when such momentous in-
terests are at stake, no expenditure, however great, can be wisely or
humanely objected to, and neither theory nor prejudice should for a
moment be permitted to hold the place of enlightened experience.

To what thie table furnishes, I ar able to add but little of any in-
terest respecting the prisoners who dicd.  Four of them were more
or less intemperate, two of them so much so as to merit the name of
debauchec ; wnd three were old conviets.  Though registered in good
health, 1 am inclined to believe that the abdominal disease of No.
2115 existed before admission. I am the more strengthcaed in this
opinion because, though far advanced, the peritonitis was not Jdetect-
ed until a short time before the death of the patient, and when dis-
covered by Mrs, Hall, the kind and ever weichful matren, the poor
girl excused her concealment on the ground that she considered her
condition far otherwise than that of disease.

T am unable to throw any light on the cause of the suicide of No.
1623, save the {utter recklessness and desperaticn of the unfortunate
man’s character. The only symptom of insanity I ever knew him to
exhibit was the act of self-destruction.

Two prisoners were pardoned during the year, whom T considered
fatally diseased.

The tables on pages 410, 411 and 412, exhibit the bodily condition
of the prisoners discharged during the year.
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At the time of their admission I consider the intellect of several
of the prisoners registered in the preceding tables of mental diseases,
unquestionably below the average standard, but none of them, so far
as I could ascertain, presented any of the mental characteristics that
constitute irsinity: The case No. 1865 does not properly belong to
the present year, as symploms of the disease appeared at an earlier

period, but not sufficiently marked to enable me to form a decided
opinion.

d.

Unimprove
do
bro. insane|Sentence expired.

ghtly improved.
do

Unimproved.
ghtly improved.
ed.

Much improved.

7
Unimproved.
1

No. 2136 is said to have attempted to feign insanity in the county
prison, but the reality of his present symptoms I think cannot be
doubted. ¥n this belief I am supported by the concurrence of two
other physicians of extended experience, who have seen him.

No. 2134 was an habitual debauchee, and suffered several attacks
of ia-a-potu iu conseq e ; indeed the act that sent him here,
1 have reason to believe, was committed in a paroxysm of that dis-
ease. On reception his mind was evidently rather weak, but it could
not with any propriety be considered deranged.

The delusions of No. 2005 would seem to be the natural conse-
quence of remorse, acting on a mind originally weak. Left pretty
much to his own guidance ai an carly age, he seems to have reck-
lessly plunged into all the vices and excesses to which a sensual na-
ture could incline him.

Had the f{irst symptoms of insanity in No. 2064 appeared during
the first few months of his imprisonment, my first impressions re-
specting him would have led me to believe that his disease had origi-
nated out of doors, but having spent upwards of a year without giv-
ing any evidence of derangement, I cannot suppose that the malady
existed before his incarceration.

When speaking of the physical health, I stated my belief that by
proper sanatory regulations the mortality could be reduced very greatly
without the slightest encroachment on the pringiples of separation,
and now, as regards the mental health, T repeat the same conviction
with even greater confidence in its truth.

Hereditary tendency
onths|No record

do

Time in prison.

9 years 6 m

Lengthof sen-

In reporting cases of insanity that occur in penal institutions, it is
very desirable that @ mutual understanding should exist between the
medical officers, a- to what really constitutes that disease. If it be
true that, in some penal establishments, no prisoner is considered as
insane unless his dclusions or excitement interfere with the perform-
ance of his daily task, I can only say that the adoption of the same
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rule would have enabled me to reduce the number that I report for
the last year, very greatly.

Pursuing my inquiries respecting the existence of insanity in the
families of the prisoners admitted during the year, I find that twenty
have had relations victims of that disease, bearing the following de-
grees of consanguinity : parents, 3 ; grandparents, 1; brothers and
sisters, 4 ; uncles and aunts, 8; cousins, 4.

On the adoption of the separate system of imprisonment by Penn-
sylvania, the reduction which took place in the length of sentences
was not at all sufficient to counterbalance the greater severity of the
separate, over the associate discipline. From this error T am confi-
dent that much injury to the minds and bodies of the prisoners has
arisen, and that indirectly the moral influences of the administration
bave been materially weakened. That colored convicts do not bear
the enervating influences of imprisonment so well as the whites, 1s a
fact obvious to all, yet the average length of their sentences is deci-
dedly greater, and their ckances of pardon much less. 1Is this right?
A first offence should not be visited, in any instance, with the same
severity as if the culprit had been an habitual transgressor, hardened
and accustomed to a prison life ; and with reference to the probability
of insanity supervening, the culprit with a weak and uncultivated
mind, should be sentenced for a shorter period than the criminal
whose intellect is natually good, and has received the benefits of ju-
dicious culture.

Moral Instructor’ s Report.

I feel assured from the general state of feeling, that unless some
untoward events should occur, there is a solid hope of increasing use-
fulness in my own sphere of action; and that such impressions as
proceed from calm reflection on the great truths of religion presented
to their minds, will lead many prisoners to abandon ¢ the way of the
transgressor.”

The amount of public instruction has exceeded that of any former
year. 'The usual amount of instruction by visitation has been given.
The number of visits, regular and occasional, is three thousand two
hundred and eighty.

Additions to the library of the Prison Discipline Society are con-
stantly being made, more than sufficient to repair the losses by books
worn out. Some of a valuable kind have been added to the Bacon
library. The number now in circulation is equal to sixteen hundred
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volumes. In addition to these, there are nearly & thousand books of
elementary instruction in constant use among the prisoners,

Thave heard gratifying accounts of nine prisoners who were dis-
charged by expiration of sentence during the year, and from sixteen
who were the subjects of executive clemency during the past year
and the year preceding it. From reliable sources, I have heard it
said of one and another, “ He is truly benefited,” “ he is entirely a
changed man, & he is radically reformed,” &ec. &c.

It may be satisfactory to the friends of prison reform, to state that
it has been my custom to keep a record of such as I have considered
at their discharge or death hopefully benefited. My list comprises
the names of one hundred and forty-nine prisoners. Of this number,

13 died in prison giving evidence of preparation for death.
4 havebeen out of prison 9 years and upwards.
14 do do 8 do do
26 do do do do
18 do do do do
9 do do : do do
6 do do do do
16 do do k do do
do do do do
do do 1 do do
10 less than do 1 year.
) Satisfactory intellizence has been received from 84 of them ; leav-
ing 52, of whom no account has been received ; but as a very large
p-ropo\'tion of them have been out for periods ranging from three to
¢ight years, it is fairly inferable that many of them have abandoned
a course of crime.

If these 84 continue in a life of virtue and honesty, the amount of
go.od effected is not to be measured simply by their redemption from
trime, but by the crime prevented in arresting the ever-widening in-
fuence of their evil example and solicitation, which would have been

ex'erted continually in drawing others into the vortex of vice and
crime.

THOMAS LARCOMBE,
Moral Instructoy.
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Report of the Inspectors of the Western Peniieriifiy of Pennsylvania,
T~ for the year 1847.

The best possible discipline reigns throughout the prison ; quiet
order, and submission to the rules of the institution, are every whex:e
manifest, and by reference to the report of our moral instructor, it
will be perceived that this state of things does not arise from fea‘r, as
it is believed that slighter and fewer punishments are to be found in 1o
other prison. It is another striking evidence of the greater facﬂvnty
afforded by scparate_imprisonment, for carrying out and preserving
wholesome discipline. The medical report conclusively shows that
the separate plan, preperly adm.inistered, is not prejudicial to the
mental or bodily health of the prisoner. )

All that is to be found within this prison, is accomplished without
any of the appliances of false philanthropy. There are here .no:; even
¢ exercising yards ;” and though ever attentive to the convict s per-
sonal cleanliness, we have no parade of bathing rooms, no fruit nor
flower gardens, &c., but the simple © Pennsylvania system,’-’ conscl-
entiously and prudently administered ; and this, we are convinced by
long experience and careful observation, is all that is necessary to se-
cure the ends of justice, and fully provide for the moral, mental and
physical well being of the convict. )

The statistics of this prison on insanity, will, it is believed, com-
pare favorably with those of any prison, upon whatever system ad'mm—
istered. There have been during the last ten years, but eight prison-
ers who could be classed among the insane, either as manifesting
fixed and permanent derangement, or occasional mental halluoina.tions,
and but one, (concerning whom no information is possessed prior to
his conviction,) who did not manifest this mental derangement at the
time of his reception, or whose history, as known to the ofﬁ?ers of
the institution, did not prove such to have been the fact previous to

his admission.

There can be no doubt that there are many who have been restO}-ed
to virtuous action in this life, and some who, throughout etermt'y,
will give thanks that they were brought under its moulding and dis-

JAMES ANDERSON,

J. K. MOORHEAD,

WILSON M CANDLESS,

WILLIAM LECKY,

WM. ROBINSON, Jz.
Inspectors.

ciplinary influences.
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Warder’s Report.
Western Penitentiory, Jan. 1st, 1848,

On the 1st day. of January, 1847, we had in confinement one hun-
dred and twenty-six convicts, viz: One hundred and twenty-one
males and five females, We have received fifty-six within the year,
and discharged seventy ; fifty by expiration of sentence, seventeen
by pardon, and three by death, leaving in confinement at this date,
one hundred and twelve ; one hundred and six males and six fe-
males.
Prisoners in confinement January 1st, 1847, and received and dischar-

ged during the same year.

Total  Jan. 1,
Counties. No.  Rec’d. Disch’d. Parg’ed. Died, Total,  disch'd. 1848

Alleghany, ... 44 26 18 70 22 48
Armstrong, ... 2 . 5 3 2
Bedford, .... 1 3 1
Beaver, ..... 2 16 12
Butler, ...... 5 3
Cambria, ....
Clarion, .....

bt
(=3

Erieyevvnnnnn
Fayette, . ...,

Q
3
o
°
R

Huatington, ..
Jefferson, ....
Mercer,......
Somerset, ...,

LR O Y B 0=

Venango, ....
Washington,. .
Westmoreland,
Warren, . ...,
Potter, ...
Crawford,. ...
Indiana, . ....
United States,.
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Red 1947, Jan. 1, 1848

92
‘White males,. .. - 41

do females,..-
Colored, females,..
do  males, ..

Totaly. evercvcnres veeeeenant

eera 1647 Jan. 3, 1818
50 106
6 6

Females, . .ooreennere

56 112

Totaly. .o s F R

Relations.
Rec'd 1647, Jan. 3, 1648,

Rec'd 1847 Jan.1.1848.
12 14
2 3
42

Temperate,
Moderatese . sveeoss -
Intemperate,

Total, . cnorenenrrnrrenrttt ees

Received during 1847.

Menihe. wemates.
January,
February,.. .-+
March,. . .
April,. ..
May,. .
June,. .
July, ...
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Augusty . oo.annn e
September,

October,.. ..

November,

December, . ...... ... vesaian

Total, ciovs v innenil f

Discharged during 1847,
Months. Males. Females  'Tune exp’d. Pardoned.
January, : .. 2

February, . .

[ VI

-

September, .
October, . ..
November, ........
December,

Occupation.
Barbers, - covvietiiiianreaae i PO
Laborers, ...

Boatmen,
Coopers,......
Shotmakers, . ...
Carpenters, . .
Weavers, ...
Brewer, ..
Cabinetmaker,
Sailory .. ...
Painters,...o.vnuan

W
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Chairmaker,

Saddler, ....
Doctors,

Fisherman, .. coeeees

‘Washerwoman, .
"Tailor,
Housework, . ...+ rasees
Farmers,. ..«
Brickmoulder,’.
Bakeryieoeosen
Nail cutter,. .
Forgeman, ..oovesesee PR
House servants,
NUrse, ossconesess .
Pedlers, «oveooeenses
Stone cutter,
Tdleness,
Contractor on canal,
Locksmithy. ... “es
Coach trimmer,
Butcher, ...« .
Bricklayeryeeooeeearsnsnarornene .
Age.
Rec'd 1847 Disc'd 1847, Total, Jan. 1,
From 10 to 20, 9 9
« 201030, 000en- 38 50
30 to 50,.. . 14
40 to 50,. . . 7
5010 60,00 ccaues 2
60 t0 70, 00 neer .
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cissesssatieanea

Crtiessesee it iastanens

Prisoners discharged during the following years.
Expiration. Pardow'd, Deaths,

Suicide, Escapes, Re-com'd. Writ Error, Total.

oo 5 . 13
26
24
37
40
25
52
63
37
64
52
53
57
4
68
67

w -

15

17
31
33
13
32
45
29
58
51
42
42
54
54
46
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85
"8 Canada, ..
70 Germany, ...oveuns
64 Shipboard,
"o England, . ...

1119
112

1231 Massachusetts, ...

= Arkansas, ...

Tennesee, . . ..
New-Jersey, . ..
Keniucky, . .

o 0 G O

Recd 4947 ise’st 1347, Vol Jan. 1,748 Georgiay 1. ..
Bound and seyved time ont, j0 32
Bonnd and ran away fiom m 2
Were never beunds «

€0 Kl Stati
o ! : al tehic fur ter years.
s Whire,

= . £ Jan., 1857, o1
Do 1567 otal Jun. 1, 48,
Re-committe:d 2d tune under Pevnsyivonis

systerd, - ooee . 13
Re-committed e ey covecor b
7 13

Totul pumbes gf piiziners e the v f the fvst pric

White males; ..

White females,.

Colered malesy..oo. .

Colored females Deaths in ten years and tize in cofirement before deati

White. Colu.e: e Monih se. Tot Deaths
a. ars. Monihs, A

rec’d 1837,

“ 1838,

-0 =00 T

28
59

Pennsylvaniay. voveeo e 1839, o

New-York, coovennsosnsranees PR @
Maryland, J R 1840]
Treland,. .o R . 1811,
Froncey.os PO !
Vermoity auresrcansnessrsassseras:

36
19
14

* For three years,
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Profit and Loss.

Dr.
T SubSIStENCey s s vessssvaennraereserssnenansnnnn
0O StOCK ) v oa v vesessaneansoassssennarssssanas

$9,020 66
1,147 89

" $10,168 55
Cn.

By weaving, . occiiieniinie it iiiiiae i vrar e

¢ Shoemakingy..eeeeesiiassrennossnsieneasanns

¢ Merchandise, «vuevvasarnoneensiasransnnoens

« Tailoring, ...

$2,618 03
5,285 44
1,731 90
B 533 18

$10,168 55

JAMES ALEXANDER, Clerk.

Physician’s Report.
‘WzsTeErRN PENITENTIARY, Jan. 1st, 1848.

As far as T am able to decide the question, there has been propor-
tionably muchless sickness within than without the prison during the
past year. Often, for days in succession, no new case has presented
itself for examination. At present, with the exception of a very few
chronic cases in convicts hopelessly diseased on reception, none are:
under treatment.

Having vecently, in a Report to your Brard, more fully given my
views of the comparative merits of the two great antagonistic systems:
of imprisonment in our country, after having visited several institu-
tions conducted on the congregate, and others on the separate plan,
it will not be considered necessary further to advert to the subject
now.

That report contained also, statistics of the mortality in the prison:
for the last ten years, stating the average mortality for each year, of
the whole number of convicts, and the yeurly average mortality of
white and colored prisoners. It also embraced facts in relation to
insanity, of great interest, going to prove, as the result of the admin-
istration of the “ separate system” in ¢Ais institution, that it exercises
no baneful influence upon the mental health of its ixinates.

There are at this time within the prison, two convicts decidedly

insane, and who were so at the time of, and long before, their recep-
tion.
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It is a disgrace, a burning shame upon our commonwealth, that no
State Asylum has been provided for such unfortunate and diseased
ones. It is impossible that he can be properly attended to in the
prisen. 1t would be unsafe to permit him to vange the yard; itis
crael and inhuman to confine him constently within a celly and would
be highly improper to turn Liin louse, by pardon, upon society, with
re for him.

Out of one hundeed and cighty-two, the whale number in confine-
yent during the year, but three huve died.

No. 1169, white wmale, agel 32 yoars, was received with tubercular
bad ted previously several attecks of severe hemor-

none to watch over or

consumptica 3
was much emaciated and very feeble, unable

rhage from the long
Died April Gthe 1847, of hewmoptysis

to walk without assistance
Had been m prison four mouths
No. 1031, white mal
broken constiinion—sut
vheen, Apr Lo 1T
No. 1075, white male, aged 52 ye
injury done (o spive, by jumping from
prison yard.  This
gradually wosted health and strengtl
he wa ih bre . which
a life which had been one o ki

1o hosd bewn

Joged AL received with feeble,
4 te wena | hallucinad

ilad Loon in i

e rise to agonizing peuralyic puius, which
1n this enfechled condition

attacke U w

mont.

aral Tnstinctor’s Report.

A much more general sdvinecmuent iy swhelesome miovals has pre-

vailed amongst the prisoncrs. his conid
cnd contented chearvance of the rules and regula-

s has been manifested in
a more univey
tions of the prizon; in o more carcfu! and carnest attention to the
means furnished for their msral educution, and i a more abundant
evidence of progress in thos: at

Within thi

5 which are caleulated to cle-

imer
vate degraded man. peviod oely four eases have oc-
curred, in which it was ary to resort to confinement ina
dark cc'l, from one in Gve e
To rach this chjeet,
Christ has been preached ¢z woery Sutd
have ea:h received axd been encouraged to read and study the Bible,

and oiher books of instraction ; tkoy tave been visited regularly from

feodirg them on bread and water.
ane Lord and Savior Jesus
& to oll the prisoners ; they

195742
No.243.| 27

cell to cell by their spiritual teacher, and by others having the same
g

object, who labor to impress u ir mi i
onles press upon their minds the moral and divine

.FL.“ the purpgsc of protecting prisoners from that greatly dreaded )
fzwl in separate inprisonment, menfal derangement, to cherish in them
in some degree uncomplaining contentinent with their melancholy lot
and to encourage them in efforis io cultivase their head and b t, i
there 1s u sufficient society of the virtuc:s in ihis prison. ;ore

i
i
H
1

10 sang w ithin its walls, save those who came here in that condi- |
1 Ly L . 5 i X i
\;m. J:e_ prisoncis (1110) and (1196,) the only two represented as
of unsound mind, give no evidence of incieused insanity since they

came o (his pris Ti vl tel i
to (his prison.  Those who are lutels lmprisoned, or those who

may mo: 1 i
1y m Ated almest daily, either by »

the war! HE
¥ind and ju

- ious |
visitation s . b

ent, arisi,

vy fort
They Lecame drask-
Twenty-eight were
wmmeit, to read an:d write.

B thieves, o hurglars, amegrdevers,

it thne ol thelr s

able, ai ot ‘ Seven-

teen ceudd ol culy, and eleven could de neither.  Of these eleven
! ’

four rove learned Lo voad, wrd the others, who cane Tater in the vear,
e Ja year,

e Tearidug to spadd 'y wnd ¥otrust will Leoshoe to res

e {Le ex-

Wi “-'f‘lsl“ Lovnver tweive,  Thiriy-foar of those n,nyr.s(m(ﬁl during
the your tave heen murried.
this time.

o Twenty-nine say they bave wives at
dnly twenty-two uce single.

) .Ti.e library connected with the prison has Leen an important aux-
\hur;/ in.prcmoﬂng the improvement of the prisoners.  Each prisoner
has in his cell a Bible, a book of eowmsn prayer, a slate, an arith-
metic, a spelling bock, ot small dictionary, and one or more of the
f)mks of the iibrary, accoiding to his taste and disposition for read-
ing. All of the priscners discharged Juring ihe pasi year could read
with one cxception, an okl man who refused to learn.  Only th’ree,
prisoners have died within the year.

A. W. BLACK,

Moral Instructor.

There are : C

tto iy, S

4

Ules ez,
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MARYLAND.

————
Report of the Directors of the Maryland State Prison, November,
1847.

In the year ending on the 30th ult., there were received 89 prison-
ers, and in the same time there were 78 discharged, their terms of
service having expired ; 16 were pardoned, and 4 died, making the
discharges and deaths 98, and leaving injconfinement, at the date of
this report, 281 prisoners, of whom 250 are males and 31 females.
The highest number of prisoners at any one time this year was 313,
on the 9th of June ; the smallest number 263, on the 19th of Sep-
tember last.

The discipline of the institution has been well maintained, and the
general conduct of the prisoners has shown its beneficial effects upon
them.

There is reason to believe that the good effects of the discipline
enforced in the institution, have not been lost on many who have
been confined in it, and have been discharged. The directors have
no sure means of ascertaining the general conduct of the discharged
prisoners, and may not, therefore, speak with certainty in regard to
most of them ; but in particular cases they have received such infor-
mation as authorises them to believe that an entire reformation has
taken place in the life of several, who, on their entering the prisox:n,
were regarded as among the worst of criminals, and who trace their
reformation to the wholesome discipline to which they were subjected,
and the good counsels they received whilst in confinement,

Tt is not an easy task for any one, upon whom the law has set the
mark of a convict, to secure and maintain a character for honesty.
He has difficulties to overcome ; he has trials to undergo ; he has
dangers to encounter, which, however zealously or however sinc‘.er.ely
he may struggle to that end, he may often be excused for despairing
of attaining.

Society deals sternly, if not harshly and unjustly, with the former
prisoner; and will not forget, even if inclined to acknowledge his re-
formation, that he was a criminal. This last fact stands, with most
persons, as conclusive against all his professions, and where his story
is known, the disgrace which attaches to the name of a convict, is
held to be a bar to all association with those, who, but for that,
would have been to him useful counsellors and friends. The convict
from the penitentiary, therefore, can hardly hope to regain what he
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lost when he committed the crime for which he suffered confinement B
and he has a constant struggle to make, to keep away from the guilty
associations, to which this exclusion from other society is always
tempting him.

Whilst, then, penitentiaries fulfil the object of the law in punishing
crime, they have not been able to work out the moral reformation of
all those who are confined inthem. They would, no doubt, be found
much more effective, if the system on which they are founded, were
maintained in the jails where prisoners are confined previous to trial.
To the associations which are there often formed, many an unfortu-
nate youth has justly ascribed his future career of crime and infamy ;
and it is impossible that any one should be subjected _to the wicked
associations to which he is there exposed, without being contamina-
ted. In a previous report, attention is called to the subject because,
in some cases of recent occurrence, there is every Teason to believe
that unfortunate youths were prepared for a life of crime, which they
have led, by the counselling and instruction of hardened eriminals
with whom they were necessarily thrown into association whilst con-
fined in jail awaiting a trial ; and who, but for those associations,
might have been wholly rescued from the paths of vice. Tt may be
respectfully suggested, that the State fails in her duty in allowing
such assocations, and that if erime is the coasequence of them, there
is scarcely justice in punishing those who ccramit it. The laws for
the punishment of crimes were passed not merely with that object,
but to prevent their being committed ; and surely care should there-
fore be taken that, in the process of punishing, the criminal is not
made worse by it, even if it fail in making him better. Thisis a
great error in the criminal jurisprudence of many of the States, and
is not less in Maryland than in many others.

Tt will be seen from the tables which are subjoined, that the expen-
ses of the Institution have exceeded the profits on the manufactories
by $7,499.81. Nearly one-third of this sum was paid in interest on
money which had to be borrowed to carry on the business, and fully
another third was lost in the sale of goods, which remained on hand
at the Jast annual report, many of which had been manufactured seve-
ral years ago. The high price of all kinds of provisions in the year
greatly increased the expenses of keeping the convicts, whilst the
competition which the manufactures of the prison have encountered,
from similar fabrics imported from abroad, has had the effect of re-
ducing the profit on them.
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Warden’s Report.

1 here with submit for the consideration of the Board, a table of
the punishments inflicted in the institution during the years commenc-
ing with 1841, and ending with 1847. 1t will be perceived that the
per cenfum of corporal punishments have very essentially decreased
during my official connection with the institution, and ¥ mey be per-
mitted to remark, that it was never resorted to except in cases where
its necessity was so well defined and obvious as to make my duty
imperative. At a very early period of my administration, 1 came to
the conclusion that 1 would as farasa perfect state of discipline would
justify me in so doing, govern by the weight and power of the law,
aided by the influence of admonitica and 2dvice. That while the
refractory should be sure to be visited with a just measure of punish-
ment for disobedience or insubordination, and thus wade to know,
that obedience would be exacted of them, I would as far as consis-
tent with my obligations of duty, for trivial cflences, usc that great
moral power which, while it maintains supremacy, seeks by persua-
sion, to produce results similar to those, which may be brought about
by force ; and I am happy to add, that the best influences upon the
prisoners have been thus effected, withont, in the least, having occa-
sion to relax in carrying out the rules and regulations for the govern-
ment of the institation.

Such of the convicts as hehave well, are permitted to write letters
to, and receive oihers from their friends. This privilege, regulated
as it is by good or bad conduet, has had a salutary effect.

The Library o our institution is 2 very small one, and may be said
to be a mere nuclous of cne.

Of the entire number in the Penitentiary, Nov. 30, 1847, there
were 140 white males, 9 white females, makirg the total of whites
149 ; there were of colored males 110, and colored females 22, mak-
‘ing the total of colored prisoners 132, and the grand total of all de-
scriptions, 281.

The convicts are permitted to receive monthly visit: from their
relatives and friends. These interviews alwaystake 1.1.¢ in the pre-
sence of an officer, so that all improper communicatisns are guarded
against.

In 1846 1 established a Sunday School in the iastitution, for the
instruction of such of the male prisoners as were wiihout education.
This school was attended by from thirty-five to forty individuals, and

No. 243.] 433

has been productive of much good, in placing the .neans of education
within the power of many of the inmates, from whom in early life
this blessing was withheld.

An association of ladies, belonging to the Soviety of Friends, have
estab’ished a Sunday School in the female deportment, which is at-
tended by the inmates there, and from which the hest results have
flown.

‘We bave in our institution 16 insane and idiot prisoners; eleven
of these are white, and five colored.  Eleven of them were deranged,
or idiotic in intellect, when admitted, and only five have become
50 since their admissi

In addition to the punishments inflicted upen the criminals, as ex-
hibited by the accompanying table, T have, in27 instances, resorted to
shower baths as the means of punishiaent ; the subjects of this de-
scription of punishment were chiefly femnales, and it was rescrted to
from the desire I had to save them, if possible, from the infliction of
stripes, a form of punishment for which T entertain an instinctive
aversion, and to which nothing but a sense of duty could possibly
reconcile me. Hence, in every instance of sufficient magnitude to
justify the diversion of the labor of the offenders, T have substituted
the cells for stripes, and never, 1 believe, without its producing salu-
tary effects, as well upon such offenders, as upon their fellow prison-
ers, generally, as all entertain a natural horror for solitary confine-
ment aund bread and water diet.

WM. JOHNSON,
Werden.
A statement, showing the number and nature of the punishments in-

Jlicted upon the prisoners from the year 1841 to 1847, both years,

inclusive.

No. of days con-
No. of Criminals. No. of Stripes inflicted.  fined in cells.

366 6437 405

282 7614 263
9537 463

289 6194 373

280 3300 226
2482 497
3159 320
WM. JOHNSON,

Warden Md. Pen.
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Physician’s Report.

The amount of sickness during the year, as shown by the notes of
my predecessor has been somewhat above the usual average, but the
cases that have occurred have readily yielded to treatment. No epi-
demic has appeared with the exception of a mild diarrheea, which pre-
vailed to some extent during the summer months.

Four deaths only have occurred during the year in a population,
which in that time has numbered three hundred and seventy-nine
souls, giving the unusually low rate of mortality of one to ninety-

four.
Diseases.

Amenorrheea, v vevenecinsrcntitssaasanneiens
Anasarcay..eeeneeeon erieresessasitiaes
Aneurism of femoral, .. feieensaaeriesn e
Boilye.iiiiae e eebtienesaeesarans
Bronchitis, . eheeranesesaienans
Burn, .....

Cancer; coeveensnsnenns

Cattarthy covvvieaneaaees

Cephalalgia, ...oooviiinaivaenss

COliCy v oo vnranansososenannsnesssscncsaseens
Congestion of brain, «oovveveveancrreireuesiane
CoOntUSION, ¢ cos taneronassonensonssnnscossanns
Debility,..... e ierraei et
Delirium tremens,ce e cese sessasss oo asec e
Disordered menstruation,

Diartheea, covvveeeeninnes

Disease of the rectum, .

Dysentery, coeecveeen

Dysuriayeeosvean e

Enteritis, coeeveae vosscocairenaanns
Enlarged glands, .. coevveeeieniioeinen

o
O B W O

Enlarged spleen, .ouevveernsnenaseiroscacnnans
Eplepsy;ceesvanccosnaressocosscnnncnneses
Extirpation of gland,...coeveens

& of tUMOTye s van caonvvannan

“ Of SCATyesensensssaesanasasessocnse
Felon,evesrenreanensoacanssnannnsossasssane
Fistula in ano.
Fistula in lachrymalis,..covees vooerannaissnese —

I
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Gastric irritation, ...v ...
Gastro-enteritis,

B - |
e et iieee i iieraeanaae 2
Heart, palpitation of .vvevsvivrivunniasivnnanns
Heart, disease of ..ev.veninnn

D W

Hemorrhoids, v vvuviin.as.

—
[

Hemoptysis, ... .................”...

Hysteria, . coiuiie i iie i ienaaes

Injury of 00ty se s ivievees vinnverenanananne
13

Of £0€; s eve iiee it iiia i i
of thighy....vviies vinan.
Inflammation of breast,
Inflammation of the bladder, .. .

“ of hand,,
Insanity, . ......

«

Intermittent fever,. .
Jaundice,

Lumbago, ....
Laryngitis,

Menorrhagia, .....
Nervous excitement,
Nephritis, ...ouue.
Neuralgia, oovoouus.
Orchitis, vouauean..
Otitis, vvevinenn.
Opthalmia, ... ...

O e R R G ) e e e N R

-

Parotitis, cveuiruanaan

Periositis, vvvnuvieiiinaninannn
Preumonia, ...oviiieiiiiiiieiiie i,
Pleurisy, cvveiiieiieniiiiiinininneea.
Pregnancy,* . .viiiiiiiiiiiniin i

Phthisis,.euseeennn .

Pluerodynia, coveve winiennn. "
Retention of urine,. .uvevuesunss.
Rheumatism, «vueuvievenn cinnnnesennnrenaans
SYnovitis, uveieieiiaetaieen ciaeiana.
Syphilis,....

Tousillitis, ........
Typhoid fever,. vouvinerennnnn.

Ulcer, vvnvinennan

N LD OB T O

* Pregnant when admitted.

{Assembly, No. 243.]
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Uterine inflam.
Wound, ......

Remaining Over,.oosveeeeasssaressse:
Total Admissions into hospital during year,....
«  Cured, “ “oe
«  Relieved,
«  Died,
«  Under Care,

13
3
«

December 1, 1847.

Received into the Maryland Penilentiary, from the 1st December, 1846,
to the 30th November, 1847, inclusive.

n the Penitentiary, Nov. 30th, 1846, 290

There were confined i
Discharged, their term of service having expired,. ..o .oee

Pardaned, «ceeseesossesosoranesarer st sre

Diedyeues mevnrensnsonnansosnessosresnensssesisss

0O1d Prisoners rcmaining,.eeecescsesceers
Received this year,.eee vasseoseeaennsssorscccs

281

Confined in the Penitentiary, Nov. 30th, 1847;... .«

A Statement showing the number and nature of the crimes of all the
prisoners confined the Maryland Penitentiary, on the 30th day of
‘November, 1847, together with their birth places, the counlies where-
in convicted, and their relutive ages at the time of their several ad-

missions into said Penitentiary.
Crimes.
MUrder, «ooeesnnesnnsssnrerssnssuonoonneees
Shooting with intent to kill, and breaking out of, and
escaping from the Penitentiary,.. ... ..
Btealing, soesosensonnoasssononrasasosieae et
Stealing, and assault with intent to kill, c.coenneee

Manslaughter,.coooeesoareeannnesararenssens
Circulating a book intending to excite insurrection, . .

Assault with inlent to commit a rape and burglary, ..
Assault with intent to commit a Tape;. «veeseneerne
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ATS00, iieniiieniinnaas
Larceny and arson, . ..... .
Larceny, .vavus vuenn

Burglary, .......
Murder in the second degree,. ...
Grand Larceny,

Grand larceny and stealing,

Felony, .........cue..e.

Burning a bay stack, ....
Robbing J. J. Nicholson,...........
Forgery,.vvnvieeinnninnnn.
Stealing and burglary,. .....veu..n.
Passing counterfeit coin,.....v ..., NN
Enticing slaves to run away,..... .. L
Attempts to poison, . .vuusieres . .
Forging pass for slave,.. .osvesou.. .
Burglary and felony,.......... .
Horse stealing,. vovovvvennnnnn ...
Rape, ....
Robbery and assault with intent to kill o
Harboring a runaway slave, ........ :
Kidnapping, . vovvvveevenn .
Passing counterfeit money,
Perjury, .. .
Assault with intent to kill
Assisting slaves to run AWAY ieeeaons
Obtaining goods under false pretences. BRI
Receiving stolen goods,........ ..‘., RN
Shooting with intent to kill, ........ . BN
Forging notes of deceased seamen upon. 1};e.U S.
Treasury, cvveeiveeesanieennnnnn .
Attempt to fire Anne Arundel county jail, U
Rape, and stealing horse and carriage, . ... .
Breaking open store, v..veueuia.nn i
Killing a slave, .oovvvieneinnnnns ..:“.

Jeeseteisanirenaann s

Totaly v veevuisvnnnvunnnnns

]u—uu—_.,.. - .
wuwmw»—-u'-u.-»wuwawmuww»-g»-qeoq o
[

N
<=
=1

|
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EBirth places.—.Ame: izens.
Maryland,. coveveiieninieiierirennnnnans vees. 176
Pennsylvania, . oeevevuveunrinniiariienienanans 15
Kentucky, . voveunineenns Ceetreeenaaanas cerane 3
Virginia,....... G eerdieaeateraiatiaanaannaonn 11
Delaware,. cuveisiien iirnieiinentenetonnaens 1
District of Columbia . 1
New-Jersey,. . 2
Massachusetts, - . 2
New-Yok, . 5
Maine, .. 1
Indiana, .... 1
North Carolina, 1
Vermont, ..... 1
Connecticut, 2
Louisiana,. covvesuvens sriireienerineiresanss 1
Rhode Island, 1
South Carolina, ou.vun .. [ $ 1
Total Americans; «vvviieneeeiineienanss . 295
Foreigners.
Ireland, ....... O 15
Germany, . vvveeaeeeanenneieananaen P 31
England, . 3
France, . . 3
Scotland, . 3
Holland, . i
Total foreigners,...ooeeseeeesiaannann vee. BB

Total Americans and foreigners,. ........ 281

Counties convicled in.
Prince George’s, . vuviiiee ittt iiiniaee e

Anne Arundel,
Baltimore city and county
Queene Anne’s, siiviniiesnnenn. PO

Washington,. v veeeeeiieeienriienianennas cens

No.

Frederick,. ., ... .

St

Carroll, ..,
Dorchester,, ..

M

Talbot, . .. ..

So

Howd District, A. A,

Ca

Harford, ..
Allegany,
Charles, .,
Kent,

Bet:

«

243.

- Mary’s,

ontgomery, R

merset,
Iver PRPTT
vert,

Il N - ]

El

Ages when committed.
ween 13 and 13,

15 and 18, |,
18and 21, ,,
21 and 25,
25 and 30, ., ..
30and 35, ..., ...,
35 and 49, ., )
40 and 45, .,
45 and 50, ., ...
50 and 53, ...,
55 and 60, ,
60 and 65, ..,
65 and 70, ...
70and 80, .,...

Total, ..




438 | AssemBLY

i i i the prisoners
cupalions, education, end habits of
./l’;’g:: ttoq{hi'}il: i:rfpn};onmen’t, of their Iermsbof ?ng?ie7at7<l; n:;xﬁz;
i nd the relative number o, d
q‘:;zzfntzlizﬁ; gc:res, who were confined in the Maryland Peni-
tentiury,,cm the 30th day of November, 1847.

Occupation prior to imprisonment.

Laborers, . sosessseensrroerens
Weavers, - «
Carpenters,e.oeesssesessses
House servants, (females)..
Shoe makers, «ocesrerseenseees
No occupation given,.
Gardeners, «.oavee
Basket makers,.. .o
Machinistsy soseoeesenaesss
Farmers and farm laborers,
Watch maker,.
Barbers, ceev
Tailorsy. «eee«
Blacksmiths,
Butchers, . ..
Bakers, coee conescrnsentete
Confectioners, . oo «eoet
CoOpers; «oersonssrsss?
Sailors, cess cosenee
Dentists and barbers,.
Paper makers, «.. .-+
Pedlars, coesoonnvesssorsaneres
B P A
EB?ltcher and baker, . cossresees
Hod Carriers, ousessrsoess:
Cabinet makers o ooeeonsses
Cigar makers,.oeouse soscses
Cooksy + onevevesee
StevedoreSy.eeees e
Clerks, ceoee
Huckstersy «. «

2
2
2
42
1
2
3
6
6
4
2
3
14

B e R

R LR R R LR

Drovergesese s

6. 213.]

Tanners and curriers, .........

Waiters, ceveerennennnanns

Teacher of book keeping,.vueeeivrerieriinanieiinians
Boatmen and Machinist,. cvvevusnn.

Hotel keepery.eanouun.

Draymen . o v veeeueesneinerassissanntionsasasnranaane
Painters, c cuveusienenriniianientiitraiisanereteanse
DAtEhEry cun e cits centvene taetaianeranannernasnennnans
Soap maker, .evviuin s
Dancing master, . ......
Stage and hack drivers, .
Bricklayer,

Tobacconisty «vvuvens vnnn
Engineer, «.vveeivieinan
School master, . .vevuua.ns
‘Chambermaid,. .. ...
Lime burner,....
Coal miner,.....
Umbrella maker, .
Millwright,.. ..
MHIET, ittt ieee et e iiee e eeieeeanaeeeeeenanans
W AOMery. s ettt iieeisensiesarennssn e asanes
SEMPSIrESSES, v uan e rernnneserssnssisesseneeersananneee

GRS, v o v veetieeeianeeorereneeeseanesnnereonnares
Jewellers,. cousiiveneiiiieneisiiannons

Boatmen, . esvuetiies ceretntreaeaererrieiaenaaeaean
Calico Printer;. vuvueevuneiniecins vonneernecearanaans
PrINLEr, . 1 ee ttietireiiirieie it ieires e aaneeae e
Attorney at law, ..vviiienieneians

Wash women and whitewashers, .

House servants, (males)......

Founder, ..ovuuvunen.

Merchant,. oo uvvveiisreusssieneienseecsniaenacensns

lmnam—a.u.—,wnmm»-nun- [ R L LRV ey

Y P . § 3

Education of Prisorers.
Of the prisoriers admitted since Dec., 1840, and who are now in

the Periitenitiary, who cannot read or write,. veovvevrenaa, 181
Can reddGnly) e o an covivneernecisaeeernesiieeiannaeen B0
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Can read and writey. covaneennns tessasacas P  § 4
Received a good English education,. 33
“ classical education, . 2
Attended Sunday schools,.veeiieeetiiviiiiiiiiiiiieinn 14
Condition and habits of Prisoners.

Of the prisoners admitted since the above date, and who were
left orphans at various ages from infancy upwards,........ 115
Never bound otty. seveveerinnenroecnanans Ceeraaneas .. 113
Bound out and served until 21, .0 iir it iiin i 58
Bound out and left their masters, . 25
Unmarried, 141
Married,coaeiaennn 91
Widows and WidoWerSyeceuversionniaesieieraseeensnnen 20

Not habitual drunkards, but drunk when committing the offen-
44
74
162

Terms of Servitude.

For life, vovenenennenn. e iteraeatiienaattaatatesanans 1
For 40 years,...... FETPPIN eer ittt eaeaaanaaa, 1
Between 28 and 29 years,...cvueiiinenoas . 1
For 25 years,..... S PN [ [P . 1
For 20 yearsy. oo ivne tiet it i it i e ine e aaae 3
For 18 years,.covevnnnnen 1
Between 17 and 18 years, .. 1
Between 15 and 16 years,, . 2
For 15 years; coverecncarnnaes [ P e . 1
Between 14 and 15 years,... ... .. PR teeireiaaees . 2
Between 13 and 14 years,.o..oveveeeiinnannnns PRI . 5
Between 12 and 13 years, -evveeevenaiieniineas careres 2
For 12 years,.ooveuesne . 2
For 10 years,......... .. 11
Between 9 and 10 years,. 6
Between 8 and 9 years, . 2
For 8 years,. .c.v .00 1
Between T and 8 years;iveeueeevioeiansas 12
FOL 7 JEaTS). cvev sananenecenncrancnenns e 8
Between 6 and 7 years,.eveivereronseesierniennannn ves 8

12

e T
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Between 5 and 6 years,......... B 30

For b years,........
Between 4 and 5 years,
For 4 years,. .....

tete et iiie s, 6
Between 3 and 4 years, 30
For 3 years, ..o vveviini.n.., 4
Between 2 and 3 years,.......... 26
For 2 years,. ..ovovuviii .., 25
Between 1 and 2 years,............... [P, . 45
Totalysesetieninnn .., cheeeaa.. 281
Recommitments.

Of 281 prisoners confined in the Penitentiary, Nov. 30, 1847,

who have been committeda second L & 1

For athirdterm,.........o.ooouvuuoi.. ...
For a fifth term,,
For a sixth term,

White males, ........
White females,

Colored malcs,. .....
Colored females,

Grand totaly ,............ Ceeeena. ceve.. 281
Nov. 30, 1847,

Statement showtng the whole amount of ez,
penses and pro i
the 30tk J%‘m;ember, 1846, fo the 3st D ecember, 1;“734{“.“ Srom

Dx.
Cost of provisions,.................. $10,981 40
Cost of clothing, exclusive of shoes,.... 2742 09
Cost of shoes, . 1,063 50

B
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Cost of fuel,. vevninecoanciaeacnnanns 1,349 80

Cost of furniture and bedding,..oe.0nn 659 93
$16,696 72

Household expenses, consisting of amounts paid to pris-

oners on their discharge, maintenance of convicts,

not employed in productive departments, cost of oil,
4,490 60
14,370 37
2,366 568

paints, repairs, &C., &C.pveieetiiiiiiioiinans

Salaries and per diem of officérs;. voveviaviiies
Discounts paid for the use of money,....veueanene
$37,924 27

Cr.

Gross gain by weaving, and dyeing, and carding and
Spinning ACCOUNTS;.eeeuvssverncaconeneraneens $27,313 28
Giross gain by cordwaining account, ... .. 2,458 79
“ Sawing accounty «v.e.e.onss 489 17
e receipts for admission of visitors, 163 22
7499 81

$37,924 27

Peficity covnvrescernnsesasarrasenaneranscsas

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Report of the Inspectors of the Penitentiury Sfor the year 1847,

The late indefatigable warden has made a contract with the Navy
Department for supplying the sailors with shoes and slippers, which
we think will no doubt prove beneficial both to the government and the
institution, and be the means of enabling it to defray its ownt expenses
without taking anything from the common treasury,and do away with
that prejudice which has heretofore existed against the institution, in
consequence of work done there being brought into competition with
that manufactured by the enterprising and industricus mechanics of
the district, because there are no establishments here which enter into
competition for that class of work, leaving to them the full field for
their manly enterprise in supplying the more immediate demand of
i their fellow-citizens by whom they are surtounded. We ate fully it
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pressed with the importance of the board of inspectors having a con-
trolling influence in the appointment of persons connected with the
institution, and would respectfully recommend the passage of a law
giving to them a confirmatory power, leaving to the warden the power
of selection, which would tend in a great measure to act-as a balance
wheel in its general affairs.

R. JONES,

HENRY HAW,

G. W. PHILLIPS.

Washingtor, January Tth, 1848.

Tam happy to report that the prisoners have experienced their
usual good health ; and T am firmly persuaded that less disease oc-
curred among them than would have happened to the same persons
out of the penitentiary. Even in the autumnal months, when mala-
rious diseases are most frequent, and in a locality bordering on the
Potomac on one side and an extensive marsh on the other, where
those influences might be expected to be most active, there has ex-
isted no case of fever so serious as to require being placed in the hos
pital. No contagious disease has appeared during the year, and ot
asingle death has occurred among the prisoners.

Dyspeptic affections have been more frequent than usual; but, under
strict dietic management and appropriate medicine, have done well.
In this place I may be allowed to suggest the importance of enlargs
ing the prison enclosure, (which the adjoining vacant grounds enable
Congress at small expense to do,) by which prisoners, laboring under
diseases of the digestive organs, or any cases where open air and ex-
ercise are needed for their recovery, might be employed in horticul~
ture or some other agricultural pursuit ; and might thus, while bene-
fiting themselves, be useful to others in producing for their use a
greater variety of wholesome vegetables, so highly conducive to the
health of prisoners.

Very respectfully,
BENJ. S. BOHRER, M.D.

Washington, Jamtary 1, 1848:
GexTiEMEN : In making this my annual report of the condition of
the prisoners in this institution, permit me to'say that the past year
has been marked by good deportment of the prisoners, contentment,
and quiethess.
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I believe that great good has been done by the regular Sabbath in-
structions, and all appear to be thankful for the attention paid to
their religious and moral welfare.

I have a school in operation, assisted by some of the prisoners;
a number has been taught to read the past year.

Yours, &c.,
JOHN B. FERGUSON,
Chaplain.

Penitentiary for the District of Columbia in account current with the
United States.
Dr.
To balance in the treasury of the United States and un-
drawn, December 31, 1846, ..o iovuviievievnnns
To amount of appropriation by act of Congress (approv-
ed) for repairs of the penitentiary wharfy..vvoeess
To amount of appropriation by act of Congress, (approv-
ed) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1848,.......
To amount received on outslanding accounts and the la-
bor of convicts, and for articles manufactured and
sold at the penitentiaryy.veevvesceesvanenaeenees

$5,111 46
600 00

7,389 46

8,576 18

Vi P
e 7
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By amount paid for rationsyc e ueeeviatiaenscesans
By amount paid incidental cxpenses, including statione-

1y, books, postage, &Coyeairiien it iineiineinan
By amount paid-officers their salaries,so.vvevivevnns
By amount paid discharged convicts, . o
By amount paid bill of repairs for penitentiary wharf,..
By amount paid for improvements and repairs, ... ...
By amount paid for new carriage for use of the peniten-

tiary, and for horse feed, . oeeiiie ittt
By amount paid for junk,....o.ieiiinits
By amount paid hospital expenses, medicines, &c.yvvue
By amount paid for fuel and lights, vveeveneiiuiaiis

By balance in hands of warden and unexpended, De-
cember 31, 1847,..... e
By balance in the treasury of the United States and un-
drawn, December 31, 1847,.....

St t showing the income from the labor of convicts,

21,677 10

To balance in hands of warden and unexpended, De-
cember 31, 1847, ....
To balance in the treasury of the United States and un-

drawn, December 31, 1847, ..oviieiveeenenene

$298 59

4,689 46

Cr.
By balance due the warden on settlement of his account,
December, 31, 1846, .0 cevnvinn s
By amount paid for clothing for prisoners,.....veare.
By amount paid for tools and materialsto be worked up
in carpenter’s shop,.cocvviieoesieiiianiaenaan
By amount paid for tools and materials to be worked up

in broom factory,..ceceiaceeesiieniiiaiannianas
By amount paid for tools and materials to be worked up
in shoe faCtory,..evseresanansossciosionoanans

27

101 01

68
60 00
600 00
105 99

273 68
36 15
47 43

652 25

16,689 65

298 59

4,489 46

21,677 70

and the ordi-

nary expenditures for the support of the Penitentiary for the year

ending December 31, 1847.
Dr.
To amount of rations consumed by the prisoners,......
To amount of clothing furnished prisoners and discharg-
ed CoNVICtSyuvue e it ittt
To amount paid for fuel and lights for prison, guard
room and officey. e iiei it ittt
To amount paid for carriage, horse feed, ..
To amount paid discharged convicts, .......
To amount paid incidental expenses, stationery, books,
POStaEe, &Cuy veea vt aireiarinttaietasiininas
To amount paid officers, their salaries,
To amount paid hospital expenses, medicines, flannel
for the sick, &Cuyiueniveriiiiensiiaiiieiiinees

To balance, excess of expenditures over income,.... ..

$1,433 39
394 01

652 25
273 68
60 00

101 01
9,524 68

66 28

$12,515 30

$9,727 39
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Recapitulation.

he penitentiary Jan. 1, 1847,. 5('57
b\

73

Number of prisoners confined in t A
do received during the year 1847 voeeveees

27
3

Total in all the year;.coo evecerenaesreens
Discharged by expiration Of sentence, . .ooeeeseearnenens
Pardoned, cueeernsaaesrsirnessaesesanerres et

Remaining in the penitentiary December 31, 1847, coeveeesne

Of the whole number in this prison in all the year, are :
Convicted and received for the 1st time, . ceen
do

do
do 4th time, .

do Bth time,.oessenss

CRAVEN ASHFORD,
Clerk of the Penitintiary.

Total, . covevneeres

VIRGINIA.

Annual Report of the Board of Directors of the Penitentiary Insti-
tution, 1847.

PENITENTIARY OF VIRGINIA, %
October 30th, 1847.

On the 1st of October, 1846, there were in prison 143 white per-

sons and 82 free negroes, in all 225.  On the 1st instant, there were

131 whites and 80 free negroes, making 211 in prison, being a de-
crease of 12 whites and 2 colored persons. fl‘his decrease was not thef
result, however, of any diminution of crime, but an mcreaset oo
deaths, pardons and discharges. Eleven flemhs occurred', twenty- W-
pardons were granted, and twenty-four discharged, makmg an .aggre‘
gate of 67, or about thirty per cent. on the whole'number in prison af
the commencement of the year. In the preceding fisca] year, there
were two deaths, one execution, nine pardons and thirty four :hsc}}a\;-s
ges, in all 36, being less by thirty-one. In that year the receip!
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were 43 whites and 10 free negroes—53 : and last year, 35 whites,
18 free negroes, making also 53 ; and exhibiting the remarkable fact »
that while there was a diminution of eight among the whites, there
was an increase of eight among the free negroes, The proportion
which the free negroes in prison bears to the whites is worse for them
this year than it was last. They then stood 82 to 143 : they now
stand 80 to 131.  There were six slaves received during the year for
sale and transportation. There was one on hand at the beginning of
the year, and one sold since, leaving six in prison the 30th ult.

It will readily be seen that the effective mechanical force was very
much weakened during the year by the loss of so large a portion of the
more experienced operatives, and the accession among the new com-
ers of so great a proportion of negroes. The manufacturing opera-
tions have suffered this year from these causes more than usual, not
only from the increased number of deaths and pardons, but from the
incompetency of those who came in tojperform the desired services.
But in addition to the derangements incident to the circumstances just
mentioned, I regret to say that the amount of disease was perhaps
greater than in any former year, (except that of the cholera,) render-
ing the unfortunate inmates less able to perform their accustomed la-
bor than usual.

The following statement will exhibit the earnings for the last tour
years H

Years ending the Sep. 30, 1844. [Sep. 30, 1845.[Sep. 30, 1846.|Sep. 30, 1847.

9,586 65:1‘ 9,536 663
5,316 323 | 6,211 a4
By ward No. 3, 4,391 998 | 4,074 314 | 5,288 79
By ward No. 4, 4,844 173 | 5,167 874 | 4,947 047 | 5,680 263
22,744 04 24,174 16 2,5983 94 26,082 93%
Productions of garden above|
expenses in money,. 44 40 267 95 430 32 482 24

$23,168 4

By ward No. 1, s égé

1,670 83

24,442 11 26,414 26 26,565 173

Thus it will be seen that the earnings have exceeded those of
1846 by $150.91, and in fact are greater than in any preceding year.
The execution of Moses Johnson in December, 1845, for rebellion,
and the murder of an officer, and the punishment within this year of
John Evans, by an increase of sentence, for rebellion and assault of
an officer ; the like punishment of John Collom for an escape, and

the prosecution now depending against James Phillips, also for an
[‘Essemb]y, No.243. 29
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escape, have produced a decided improvement in discipline and sub-
ordination. But the laws are defective in regard both to trial and
punishment in these cases ; nor does the law provide a sufficient
protection to prisoners against prisoners for assaults, wounds, &c.
Very high crimes may be committed by prisoners under sentences for
life, almost with impunity.

Jane Hailstock (a free negro woman whose sentence of death for
burning a dwelling house was ¢ d by act of bly to ten
years impri in this instt ) was received on the 2d day of
July last, and on the 13tk of August delivered of a male child, which
is in good health and doing well. Tt is believed that spme legisla-
tive action in reference to the child will be proper.

The Penitentiary of Virginia, in account with the Commonwealth of

Virginia.
1846. Dx.

Oct. 1. To amount on hand,per inventory of this date:
Raw materials, ..vo.0ee s ... $4,522 53
Machinery, tools, &c., cuuvv... 5,378 76
Raw materials, upon which labor

has been expended,. ... ... . 1,585 34
Manufactured articles, . . 7,315 19
Articles of contingency,. 2,259 23

—— $21,061 64
1847,

Sept. 30. To general agent for sundries:
Raw materials, purchased since

October 1, 1846,.......... $25,943 43
Fuel,ooovvivniineinan. ceee. 2,254 63
Materials for permanent improve-

MeNtyeserentenannneanions 2,087 55
Contingent expenses at peniten-

tiary, 321 66
Hospital stores,. ... . 549 90
Discharged convicts,. .. . 407 53
Stationery,.......u. . 63 60
Gardening, . ..., .04 Ceereiees 73 08
Contingent compensation assist~

ant Keepers, «.ovu.veeanen. 645 00

AR

No. 243, | 51

Reductions on manufactures, by
order of board, ..........,.
Discounts to enable agent to make
sales, by order of board, ....
Compensation for interior guard
for six months,

1,585 06
890 57

900 00

To commonwealth of Virginia:
Amount of compensation of the
board of directors from Oct.
1, 1846, to date, .....,....
Amount of salaries of supetin-
tendent and other officers, in-

cluding surgeon, .....,.... 7,060 96
Rations purchased by

the superintendent,
by order of the
board, from Oct.
1,1846, to date,., $4,010 72
Add for do onhand
last year,.... ...,

$792 00

37 28

84,048 00
Deduct for do. on
hand at date,

Sundry vegetables on hand Oct.
1, 1846,

and used to date,

To balance,

36,232 01

11,761 23

453 47

- 7,204 43¢

$76,712 78}

e ——
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Balance brought down,....... e, $7,204 43
Commission of general agenty ... $3,771 87
Contingent expenses at store;. .. 133 87

— 3905 T4
Balance on manufacturing and mercantile ope-

TALIONS, . coenvronerrr e ... $3,298 69§

*Amount for transportation of conviets. ...- $3,542 52
Amount for guard for interior of penitentiary

for six months,. «csvarinee-s 900 00

Ci.

By general agent:
For sundries delivered to him from Oct. 1, 1846, io date:
Cash sales made at the peniten-
HATYs oveennornnsnnennse $9,108 38
Credit sales made at the penitei-
HHATYy o onesvasmsemenes s 3,856 17
Articles delivered him during
Weeky. coeononaras ettt
Articles delivered him Dby the
DOBId, e v s snarcnensnnenens 1187639
Clothing furnished Bastern Asy-
T R R 330 60
—— $43.337 41§
By the commonwealth of Virginia:
For clothing, &c., furnished priso-
ners and transports, ward I, $963 71
For clothing furnished discharged
convicts, ward Ly.ovccvvencee
For permanent improvement, &¢.;
by ward 1, ... cean
For materials and labor on perma-
nent improvements, ward 2. ..
For materials and labor on new
shops, ward 2y, aee-reseere e 146 17

290 75

114 90

34 90

— . .
‘» Making average cost of transportation of each con¥ ict, $66.84.
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For cloth, &c., furnished for pri-
soners and transports, ward 3,. 1,638 46
For work on new shops, ward 3,. 108 87
For materials, &c., furnished, re-
pairs and labor on permanent
improvements, ward 4, ......
For materials and labor on new
shops, ward 4, ............. 1,152 65
For materials for perma-

152 52

nent improvements,
paid for by gen’l ag’t,
as percontract,..... 1,709 19
For money paid guard to
attend prisoners at
work on capitol square
For materials for Gov’s
house, &c., paid by
agent; .oes seavaeos 208 36
—— 2,097 55
By materials furnished and labor e o8
done on capitol square and
Governor’s house, to wit:
‘Ward No. 1,. .. $283 53
“ 2yiiiniees 16077
3,. .. 271 40
45 .. 00.... 436 86
1,142 56

By amount of contingent accounts:

‘Ward No. 1, . $21 30

17 81
8 35
2562 15

By vegetables raised in 1847,........
By ‘?mount on hand, per inventory this date,
[

Raw materials, 1000000
Machinery, tools, &c., cveuuns

... $7,859 66
6,078 46
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Raw materials upon which labor
has been expended,. ..o e .-

Manufactured articlesyooeveee

Articles of contingency,

2,799 89
4,977 90
2,836 39
T 2452 30

jotinsethas
$76,712 T8}
A

CHARLES S. MORGAN,
Superintendent.

Sfor 1847, showing the balances in favor of
‘each department.

Shoemakers’ harnessmakers’, and tailors’ department, $8,302 15%
7429 633

Blacksmith and axemakers’ department,
Weaving department; «....» 4,670 83
‘Wheelwrights’ carpenters’ and coop 5,680 29%
Garden,..esereere eeaeeene erasasenaranans 406 12
$26,489 053

P

Manufacturing operations

ers’ department,. .

Totaly cvensseaorsrees

Staves for sale and transportation.

On the 1st October, 1846, there were in prison :

Females,

& from October 1, 1846, to September 30, 1847 ¢

Receive

Females,

Sold by the executive :

Females,soensesrer

ber 30, 1847 :

L
g in prison Sep

Males, ...«

Females,. .

No.
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Table of the number of
A persons confined in the Penitenti
th day of September, 1847, their crimes aneg ?eizntt:;gs o the

Crimes.

For murder in the second degree,.. ... Wh;“ -
do do L3 g ;
do do 1 :
do do .. . ;
o . . . 9
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do

Voluntary manslaughter,
do do .
do stabbing, .. ..

Unlawful stabbing, .
do .
do
do

Maiming, . .

Malicious wounding,

Unlawiul shooting, . .

Nalicious shooting, . ,

B!aiming by sbooting,. .....

Dnla"w.'ful maiming and disﬁguri’n‘ ; .

Assauiting, g

W D b

i
o

1
2
1
2
1
1
1
2
1

O p
=00 O Ul a1 K e} Ut

'S
o

H; .

R;%}l::;{ robbery, 4th offence, ...
do ..

Accessary, ..

Barn burning, . .
do

Burg]ary, ceene




Burglary, . ccovrenreenrss

Burglary and other felony,e ovee
Burglary and larceny,
do do
do do
do .
do do 24 offence,. ..
Felony and breaking store,
Breaking store and larceny, .-
do do
do do
do do
Horse stealing,. ..o+
do
do
do 2d offencey.seececsrens
do and larceny, 2d offence,.
do do
Mule stealing, . ..«
Hog stealing,....
Cow stealingyessessses
Grand larcenyye e ve e«
do eesassesseuseeaese
do
do
do eressesesssersaanes
do 24d offence,. covsssovee
do do
do do
Stealing slaves, «ooessnerossert st
do R R
do
do ereseees
Stealing slavesand Jarceny,.
do do
A;ﬂmgslavestoabscond, PP
Enticing slaves to abscond, coorasanes
do do

ETTEEETR)

casessannn

cessensane

esssssanee

g e R0

L0 W

.

0 e RO b b

S
<

B o vtk WO

ZRacowowad

-
amnwo

No. 243.]

Enticing slaves to abscond, 2d offence,. .

Enticing slave to abscond, stealing horse,
Forgery,

2 indictments,
4 do
do 4 do
do 24 offence,
Pagsing counterfeit money,
do and having tools,
do 2d offence,
Passing counterfeit bank notes,
do 2d oﬁ’enceﬁ
Stealing bank notes, .
Poisoning,
Receiving stolen goods,
Embezzlement,
Forging free papers, 2d offence
Bigamy, cvviiiiiiiiiinnn
Petit larceny. 2d offence,

P R

[

Total number,....... .
Of the number of

80 211

i n th
September, 184’7 there were natives of

Virginia, ....oociiiiain R R TR

Pennsylvania, .
New-York,

Maryland, .......

North Corolina,..
Tennesseey . vovvaan

Ohio, ...

New-Jersey, .

Connecticut, . . .
England,....o.u00.
Ireland, ....

Germany, . ..

Maine, .....

South Carolina,
Ilinois, .vuouunn Cereaans
Delaware,

ceesrressresaananse

tary on the 30th

3
-

W
:l—uwuwwhﬂwwumuwc‘
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Shewing the ages of the convicts in the penitentiary on the 30tk Sep-
tember, 1847, at the time they were received.

From 14 to 20 there were...
20 to 25 do
25 1o 30 do
30 to 35 do
35 to 40 do
40 to 45 do
45 to b0 do
50 to 60 do
60 to 80 do
Ages not known,

) D 3

Females.
From 15 to 20 years; ... .. )
20to 25 do
25 t0 30 do
30 to 40

40 to 60
6

211

9 table of admittances_into the Hospital, and number of days lost by
sickness in each ward,with the tolal number, from 1st October, 1846,
to 30th September, 1847,

No. No.

Months. admittances. days lost.
1846—October, 15 237
November, 32 323
December, ... P 32 239
1847—January, ceee caeecone . 133
120
170
239
260
380
349
193
217

Admittances. Days lost.
731
293
900

VVardNo.5,....:::‘ 3 500
509

) . 2860
Time lost by the sick treated in their cells,

Time lost by solitary confinement, 1186

Total number of days lost, ...

White males received, 1846,
Colored « “

‘Whole number

‘White males received in 9 months, 1847,
Colored ® “ ’
¢ females,

Whole number
Pardoned,. ... ... .

Died, ...

Discharged,

3 od or 4th convict

Number receivad for 1st, =

Employment. of prisuners in ‘he Penitentiary of Virginia on the 30th
September, 1847. '

Ward No. 1.
Shoe and boot making,.............
Harness making, L
Tailoring, . .....
Runners and binders,
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Ward No. 2.
Blacksmithing,...“.:...........‘................
Striking and stone cuttingy..eeceeee: e
Axe makingy..eeeesnereenes
Axe grinding and polishing,. . :
AXe SUIKETSyeoennnenosss s sonnssesrnrsanesess

Ward No. 3.
Warping and web tWistingy.eseseessveneerescrrst?
WeEaVIng, oo oo vavosnnsasessnnstoststss
Wool spinning,.....
‘Wool splicing and picking.cevseeseecers
Quilling and spooling;. e cess veneeess
Wool cardingy..oecenssesrsseressens ...........:
Runner, «cosvee J T R R L LR ]

o
W w

PR PR TR

'Hwaaw

Werd No. 4.
Wheelwrighting, «oc« -+ Creeiarasesseasenanee
Carpentering «««««++
CoOpering; «evevssr s
Paintingyeseseesneses
Runnery.ceesesssess - ieesesareesranns

crraresenne

lmw e ®

Ward No. 5.
Yard Bands,e..eesecrsonsnesnneseananrrereranss

Washers, oesseeensersveres
Engineer and miller,. ...

NUTSCy e s s ovosasasasess
COOKS, «vvssnesnnensseres crevenesene
Invakids, and in solitude;..ov ...

RETT TR TYS
ceriesnaans

TR R LR ]

White women engaged in sev?in.g,.... Cieenesasniaaes
Colored women engaged in binding, &Cogarnsnn

o | ©mwomme

Total of all colors and both seXesy.ceeveurrserervecse

Report of the Surgeon and Superintendent.

The quantum of disease in the penitentiary during the last year
was greater than in the preceding one—382 cases were treated—262

461

were admitted into the hospital, and 100 were treated while engaged
in light work, besides the very many of slighter indispositions which
required a single prescription only for their relief. Although the
amount of sickness was very great, greater perhaps than has ever
before occurred in this institution, it was highly gratifying to us that
no acute case terminated fatally, and that the deaths were exclusively

confined to the incurable chronic ones, in all of which on examination

of their bodies after death, structural disease and change of one or

more of the important vital organs were found to exist. The depres-

sing influence of the deprivation of liberty and its restrictions on the

mind, and operating through it on the body, and affecting injuriously

the organic functions, together with insufficient exercise and ventila-

tion, are prolific sources of disease and death in all prisons, and are

productive in them of more disease and of a higher ratio of mortality

than occur in gencral society. But that there were causes indepen-

dently of these, to which this increase of disease was attributable, and -
without the walls of the prison, is evident from the fact that a like

increase was observed in the public guard. (124 cases were treated

in the armory hospital.) The taking of the water from the pond

near the penitentiary, by the James river and Kanawha company, in

May, and keeping it out for some time, and the mud and decaying

vegetable matter of its bottom being thrown on its banks and exposed

to a hot sun, generated miasma, and this was doubtless the main

cause of the great amount of disease at that time both in the public

guard and in the penitentiary.

The marsh near the prison has been for years a fruitful source of
disease, and must continue to be so until thoroughly drained. The
want of bodily cleanliness has, in our opinion, heretofore been the
cause of much disease among the prisoners. This has been removed
by the adoption in July of a system of bathing of all of them regular-
1y once in two weeks. It has been in operation too short a time to
report experimentally its effects; there has, however, been less dis-
ease since, and the appearance of the convicts has improved.
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ﬂgwmt of the Penitentiary Institution, 1848.
Superintendent’s Report.
PENITENTIARY OF VIRGINIA,
Octobér, 30, 1848
To the Board of Directors.

GenTLEMEN—With a diminished number of prisoners, the manu-
factures have been increased. In consequence, however of low pri-
ces, the aggregate sum earned over the cost of raw materials was less
than in the preceding year, but the average earning of each prisoner
was greater. ‘Thus it will be seen by the general statemen.t, that the
aggregate amount of manufactures, cash anfl afccounts delivered the
general agent, and goods to the asylums, within the year, was $47,-
010.59, while for the year before, the amount was $43,337.41; 2
difference of $3,673.18. The balance for the year in favor. of ma-
nufacturing Joperations was $7,023.82: and after de'ductmg the
agent’s commissions and expenses of the store, (4,211.03,) the. final
balance it will be seen was $2,812.77. The full compensation of
the interior guard is now charged upon the operations of thg ll"lSt'lt'J:
tion, which until two years ago, formed part of the appropriation to
the public guard. ) -

The following statement exhibits the aggregate 'amount of earnings
andZ productions over the cost of raw materials in each of the last,
five years.

Years ending. |[Sep. 30 ISM‘Sep. 30 1845152]\. 30 1846|8ep. 30 1847 [Sep. 30 1848

T | 9,706 00f | 9,58 603 | 9,536 663
By ward, }1}%2: 30802 91} 5)346 321 | 6,211 44

No.3| w19l | Lora 3y s
No.4,.i £88 171 | 5,167 891 | 4,947 0ag

92,741 04 \ 21,174 16 ' 23,983 94

7,437 55
000

25,242 15
Productions of the
garden above
Y mow | w19 | a3 | 43224\ 37328

| 23,108 45 | 21,002 11 | 26,414 26 | 26,665 173 | 25,615 &3

Tt will be seen from the above, that although the manufactures O_f
last year amounted to more than those of the year Pefore, by $3,673
18 cents, yet the actual aggregate amount earned in the year above,
the cost of raw materials, was less by $949.74. The average num-
ber of prisoners last year, (ascertained quarterly,) was 2.]2, and con-
sequently they each earned at the rate of $120.82; while the yearf
before the average number was 222, and the earnings at the' rate of
$119.66. To see how numbers affect the operation of a prlsion, :;
ference may be had to that of Ohio, where, for the year ending

o
-
No. 243.} 465

30th of November, 1847, the’prisoners averaged 471, and the aggre-
gate amount earned, (including $1,084.37 fees from visitors, and
$780.86 from boarding United Stntes prisoners,) was$44.082.21,and
consequently the,earnings by each prisoner, was at the rate of $93.59,
(being less than the rate in this prison by $27.23.) . After paying
expenses, ($28,678.20,) the balance in favor of the prison was $15,-
404.01. Thus proving that large establishments making small indi-
vidual earnings, may accumulate larger aggregate sums, and have lar-
ger balances, than"smaller establishments, making better individual
earnings.

The year commenced with 131 white and 80 colored convicts, ma-
king 211, and 6slaves detained for sale and transportation, in all217.
In the course of the year 17 white and 16 colored convicts, making
33, were received, (20 more than the year before,) 9 were pardoned,
9 died, and 26 were discharged, making 44; leaving in prison the 1st
instant, 119 white, and 81 colored convicts, making 200. The time
lost by sickness was 2,486 days, and solitude 1,776, making, 4,252,
against 3,268,%for sickness, and 1,186 for solitude, in the preceding
year, making 4,454.

The prosperous condition of the institution may be seen in the fact,
that improvements have heen carried on without any appropriation
from the public treasury, while the public mind has been most unfa-
vourably impressed towards the success of the establishment, But
the salutary lessons taught by the operations of this institution, inan
experience of more than thirty years, have been overlooked, or mis-
apprehended, in framing the Criminal Code, passed at the last session
of the general assembly ; and unless speedy alterations be made in
some of its provisions, the earnings of the prison will diminish as
rapidly for some years to come, as they have increased for the last
eight or ten. In many cases the new code provides terms of impri-
sonment much shorter than those in the code of 1819, for like of-
fences ; which latter soon proved entirely inadequate to the suppres-
sion of crime, or the improvement of offenders. Indeed, crime in-
creased under its provisions to an alarning degree, the prison became
more expensive to the state, and no evidence existed of an improved
condition of offenders. These laws had been introduced and enacted
from time to time, previous to the revisal, with the exception of some
amendments then made. The following three periods of time will
exhibit the increase of crime under their influence, to wit:
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Prisoners received.
In the year 1812,...... .. 50
1813, ... N . 52
1814, ..
1815,

Total, .. ...
Average;y....... ‘e

1n the year 1816,
1817, .
1818, ...
1819,

The code of 1819 went into force on the 1st of January, 1820.
Thus it will be seen that in twelve years, crime had doubled, being
much too large a proportion for the increase of population.

The legislature being satisfied that the penitentiary system, under
the code of 1819, did not produce sufficient restraint or moral im-
provement among the free negro population, provided by act of the
21st of February, 1823, that for all felonies committed by them,
th ¢ punishable by impri t in the penitentiary for more
than two years, should be punished by stripes, sale and transportation
beyond the limits of the United States.

The legislature, after farther experience, became satisfied of the
futility of imprisoning white persons in the penitentiary for less than
two years, and accordingly, on the 9th of March, 1826, enacted that
two years should be the shortest term for them. Free negroes con-
tinued to be transported until by act of the 12th of February, 1828,
the legislature provided, that instead of stripes, sale and transporta-
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tion, they should be confined in the penitentitary for not less than
five nor more than eighteen years.

) ?he following periods of time, with the numbers received, will ex-
hibit the effects of the three systems for the punishment of free negroes.

Free negroes and mulattoes received under the Revised Code of 1819,

in 1819,..
1820,...
1821,....

Average, nearly

Free negroes, §c., received under the transportation act of 1823, to wit:
In 1824,.
1825,
1826,. .

1827,....

AVerage, voiieeiiiiicnriinnaas

The act of the 9th of March, 1826, fixing the short terms for white
Persons to two years, after an experience of seventeen years, was al
tergd by act of the 25th of March, 1843, and three years prescribed
This act, with that of 1828, (fixing five years for the shortest terms
for free colored persons,) continued in force until the first day of Jun
lsst, when the Criminal Code went into effect. From 1829 to 18442
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both inclusive, making fourteen years, while the acts of 1826 and
1828 were in force, seven hundred and eighty-three persons of both
colors were received ; being an annual average of nearly fifty-six;
while from 1844 to 1847, under the act of 1328 and 1843, a space
of four years, two hundred and eleven persons were received, or an
annual average of nearly fifty-three.

If the increase of population were taken into consideration, the
contrast would be greater. It is proper to remark, that petit larceny
has been changed since 1819, so that it extends to the stealing of
twenty dollars instead of four. This has necessarily subtracted a
small number from the penitentiary roll of offences. But the intro-
duction of new crimes will compensate for this loss. It may be said
that very short terms-of punishment are necessary to ensure convie-
tions ; but this is at best zn imputation upon the moral character of
our tribunals of justice and the people themselves, which is not well
founded. On the contrary, my observation has led me to believe that
all impediment wiich wigit be supposed to exist on the subject, has
met an ample remedy in executive pardons.

Great efforts have been made for many years to adapt the laws to
the system, and the institetion to the Jaws, in such manner as to be
relied on as a safe, humane and practicable system of criminal punish-
ments, rendering to the community that protection which simple jus-
tice and the freedom of o titutions have a right to demand. All
experience has proved, that that penitentiary system is best, which
invariably imposes on cach ofender a term of imprisonment long
enough to acquire a good trade and fully refund the state for the ex-
penses incurred in his restraint and punishment. Justice at least de-
mands it ; and as a general rule it should be observed. Otherwise
the innocent may be always borne down with taxes to support the
wicked in their rapacious experiments on society. While many 1

perfections existed in the criminal law previous to the first of Juney
and which have been greatly improved by the new code, justice au-
thorises me to say that this institution under those laws produced
greater moral influence by far, over the community, in prohibiting
crime, than any other penitentiary in the United States, or perhaps in
any existing civil government has done.  Crime in this, as in every!
other country, of the lower grades, is mostly the offspring of laziness
coupled with some predominating vicious propensity ; and nothing i
better calculated 1o restrain it than the certainty of hard labor in p
son long enough tc pay expenses.
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All offences which are not of a ch

to justify impri {
in the penitentiary at least three years for white persons, and five for
free negroes and mulattoes, had better be punished in some other
way. Neither public justice nor individual security requires that the
penitentiary should be filled up and encumbered with persons, who,
fror the shortness of sentences, have no hope of inproving in, or
learning a trade ; and who will, therefore, feel but little inclination
to try. Much better that such persons should be imprisoned in the
county or corporation jails, and be saved from the ignominy of the
felon.

While insufficient punishments arc injurious to the system, so like-
wis'e are those which are excessive. The old law was particularly
se in consigning all free negroes and mulattoes to imprisonment for
life for second offences ; and white persons, in cases where the se-
cond offence was not punishable for less than five years. The legis-
latare has wisely adopted in the new code a more humane principle ;
and I think it might, with some modification, be made to apply to
cases already in the penitentiary.

In May last a conspiracy was found to be on foot, the ohjects of
which werc to murder officers and guuiids, to burn down the shops
to break thi: wing gates, aud to escape in the confusion produced b; ‘
the fire and murder. The conspiracy was headed by one of the coldy-v
est hearted raurderers in prison, wio with the other ringleaders, com-
posed of about hall a dozen desperate felinws, were bound tofrether
b}.' silemn pledges, and the penaity of certwin death to :m; who
P.ught fulier, or come to a knowledge of the conspiracy and divulge
. The plot was well laid for mischief, but with litle prospect of
real benefit to any. It was discovered in due time, and six of the
leaders have since been secured in their cells. One is under a sen-
(‘encc for 18 years ; one for 42 years ; one, a second offence, and for
‘Lfe.; one for 10 years, and under prosecution for a second offence,
Whlch‘wdl be for life, if convicted ; one for 5 years, a second offence
of petit larceny ; and one for 3 years, for forgery.

Iron bedsteads have been introduced, which it is believed will add
greatly to the comfort of the prisoners.

Several ministers of the gospel and pious ladies, have as usual at-

lend.ed the prison, and it is hoped with beneficial results to some of
the inmates.

CHARLES S. MORGAN,
Superintendent.
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The Penitentiary of Virginia in account with the Commonwealth of

1847,

Virginia.
Dr.

Qct. 1. To amount on hand, per mventory of this date :

1848.
Sep. 30.

.. $7,855 66
6.078 46

Raw materials,. cooeveens
Machinery, t00ls, &tugunennnsn
Rauw materials, upon which labor
has been expended, ..
Manufactured articles,
Articles of contingencysy..vs .
——— $24.552 30

T general agent for sundries :
Raw materials purchased since Oc-
tober 1,1847, . cvvuvevens ..$27,173 81
Fuel, cooenen 2,318 92
Alaterials for permanent improve-

597 5
712 2
341
431
33

kg

ments, . ae s o
Contingent expenses at peniten’y,

Hospital StOres,.es s seeees
Discharged convicts, .
Stationery, »eee«one
Gardening,.. .. «+
Contingent compensation ussistant
keepersy e veer -t
Reductions on manufactures, by
order of the board,...eaevuss
Discounts to enable agent to make
sales, by order of the board, ..
Compensation for interior guard,.

600

911 2

983 39
1,980 00
———— 36,161 46
To commonwealth of Virginia :
Amount of compensation of thebd.
of directors from Oct. 1, 1847,
to date, .. 747 00

Carricd forward,s coeveve

L/ eEn
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g
am

Sep. 30, Amount of salaries of superinten-
fient and other officers, includ-
lllg surgeon, D N IR

Rations pur’sed by the
superin’dent, by or-
der of theboard, from
Oct. 1st,’47, to date,$3,098 37
Add for do. on hand

30th Sept. 1847,.... 139 73

$3,238 10

Deduct for do. on hand

atdate,.......... 48 88

3,189 29

To garden :
Sundry vegetableson hand Oct. 1,
357 60
Sundry vegetables raised in 1848
and used to date,. .......... 200 50

To materials and making iron bed-
steadsy . ieeinee vieieiaen

Tobalanceyeveeieanienn e,

Balar.ce brought down,.........

Commission of general
agenty..eeeee... 4,082 80

Contingent expenses at
SEOT@yeneservanans

7,023 82

128 25
—_— 4,211 05

Balance on manufacturing and
mercantile operations,........ $2,812 77

Amount for transportation of convicts,..,. $3,006 12

Brought forward,.....coovevniiinnnn. $

6,750 00

10,686 22

558 10

943 50

$72,901 58
7,023 82

$79,925 40
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Cr. Brought forward,......
1848. By materials furnished and labor
Sep. 30, By general agent : done on capitol square and go-
For sundries delivered to him from Oct. 1, 1847, to date : vernor’s house, to wit :
For cash sales made at the peni- Ward No. 1,..... 118 31
LENtIATTy v vsvens neennesan $5,621 32
For credit sales,.cocaeunn ev.. 11,739 60
Forarticles delivered during week 6,788 48
For do do by the board, 21,870 03

46,019 43 . —
By materials and making iron
991 16 bedsteads, .
$47,010 59 Byamount of cantingemaccbunts:
By the commonwealth of Virginia : Ward No.
For clothing, &e., furnished pris- No.
oners and transports, ward 1,.. 944 06 No.
For clothing, &c., furnished dis- No.
charged convicts, ward 1, 252 62
For permanent improvements, By vegetables raised in 1848 and
&ec., ward 1, 299 00 used to date,
For materials and labor on perma- By vegetables raised in 1848, and
nent improvements and repairs, on hand at date,........
ward No. 2, 1,697 95
For cloth, &e., furnished for pris-
oners and transports, ward No.

164 10

For clothing furnished lunatic asy-

By amount on hand, per inventory this date, viz :
Raw materials,. .. ..ou
1,162 19 Machinery, tools, &c.yeue.uss.
Rew materials, npon which iabor
has been expended,
Manufactured articles,

For materials, &c., furnished, re-
pairs and labor on permanent
improvements, ward 3, 50 60

For do. do  wardd4, 1,538 69 Articles of contingency,

Tor money paid guard to attend ———— 24,131 45
prisoners at work on capitol S——
square 108 days at $1 per day, 108 00 $79,925 40

For materials for permanent im- I
provements, paid for by gene-
ral agent, as per contray. e .. 597 64

6,650 65

Carrried forward,
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Pable shewing the number of pri: 7 ing in the P yon
the 30th September, 1848, the total number received, pardoned,
died and discharged from that time until 30th September, 1848,
with the number remaining on the latter day, &c. &c.

On the 1st October, 1847, there were in prison :

‘White men, ..vavonan
White women,.voeeiereniieasinan .

Colored men,
Colored women,....

Received from October 1, 1847, to September 30, 1848:
‘White meny..oeecennnns RN Cereaaree
‘White women,.. ...

Colored men,. ..
Colored women,

Pardoned, died and discharged :
Pardoned—white males,. . colored males,. ..
do. do. . do. females,.
Died, do. .. do. males,...
Discharged,  do. . do. do ..
do.  white females,. females, .

b

ne i prison S,

g in prison Sep
‘White meny.. vevevieeninnns
White women,....c..vuu.e

Colored men,
Colored women,

P
Decrease,voneersiarsanes 11
Number received for 2d, 3d or 4th offences, 1847, 8 in 9 months,
of 48, 2.

Py -
2y
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Slaves for sule and transportation.
On the 1st of October, 1847, there were in pri
Males,

Female’s,. N

Received from Oct. 1, 1847, to Sept, 30, 1848:
Males,
Females,.

Sold by the executive:

R

ining in prison tember 30, 1848:
Males,. . e

Females,

Of the number of persons confined in the Penitentiary on the 30¢h of
Septeinber 1848, their crimes and sentences.

Crimes, White.

For murder in the second degree,. ..

do do

-~ do do

do do

do do

do do

da do

do do

do do

do do
Voluntary manslaughter,

do do

do  stabbing,

Colored  Sext. y're,
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Uulawful stabbingy. s coeeaene e peares
L I LA
do

Maiming, .
Malicious wounding,. .
Shooting, - ceveveesens
Unlaw{ul shooting, .
Voluntary shooting,.
Malicious shooting; . «
Maiming by shcotlng, eeraeaaenens
Unlawful maiming and disfiguring,. .
Assaulting,
Rape, vovenenns
do

Highway rob‘)er‘ 1th offence, .
Robberyyaeve ceeenriecnes
do
Accessary to robbery,. .
Barn burning,
do
ATSOD,.ccaeon
Burglary, . ceoc -0 caeenes
do
do
do  2d offencey.cvevans
do and other felony, .
do and larceny, «.oovee .-
do
do do
do do .
do do 24 offence,.
Felony and store breaking, .
Breaking store and larceny,. .
do do .
do do
do do

[AssEMBLY

Colored,  Sent. y'1s.

1

3
i
9

e 0 R WD

=
Gk WO OO

Horse stealing, ...
do
do
do
do
de
do 2d offence, ceienne

Horse stealing and larceny, 2d oﬁ"ence,

do do
Mule st:=ling,
Hog stealing,.....
Grand larceny,.
do
do
do .
[\ 2d offence,. .
do
do
Stealing slaves,

do
Aiding slaves to abscond, ....

Enticing slaves to abscond, +.........

2d offence,

do and stealing horse,

4 indictments,. ..
24 indictuent,. ..
Passing counterfeit money,. .o.oee.in.
Passing counterfeit money,2d offence,. .
do bank notes, . ... .. feeen
do do 24 offence,. .
Stealing bank notes, ...c.vuieieeeninn
PoiSONINg, vevvrnsiraraorniannanns
Receiving stolen goods,....eu.es

DO ik bt b s b DD bk e ped e

Sent. pPov.
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Colored.  Bent. yr's

. A Table showing the ages of the convicts in the Penitentiary on
Embezzlement, «..o.cce.. 30th September, 1848, at the time they were received.
Forging free PAPers, «cessesscesnsess

© BigamYye s seeenneseratnere st - . Males.

Petit larceny, 2d offence; voe.oeeenes 1 . From 14 to 20 there were, .... ... essscavnbennann ceiee

House breaking and felony ves B 20 to 25 do

do JarCeny, .o oenenes 25 to 30 do

do do Ceesasanae . 30 to 35 do

i d entering stor€yeeioassoes 35 to 40 do

Breaking a0 ¢ ’ 40 to 45 do

45 to 50 do

50 to 60 do

‘Whole number, .oocvane 60 10 80 o

ining in the Penitenti Ages not known,..
Of the number q,gepte'mber, 1848, there were natives of & ’

-
-3
w

Virginia,..o. - PRI F T R
Pennsylvaniay . oo eeeevaecanecns
New-York, ...

Maryland, ....

North Carolina, .

Tennessee, -«eenss

Ohioy seeevsenes

New-Jersey,. ..

Connecticut,

England,. ..

Ireland, ...

Germany, .

From 15 to 20 years, .....
25 to 30 years, ...
30 to 40 years, .

Not known, ......

“}éluutﬂc

A Table of admittances into the hospital, and number of days lost by
sickness in each ward, with the fotal number, from the 1st October,

1847, ¢0 30t% »S’epz’embu 1848.
South Carolina, .
THnoiS; cvevveess
Delaware,. coeroe-
Scotland,

No. No.
Months. admittances. days lost.
1847—October, 196

November, 276

3
3
4
1
1
3
1
1
4
1
1
1
2
1

1848—January, ....
February,. ...
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Augusty e coreann [ Axe strikers, . ....
September; vovv ..o

R F Y T TR R T R TP

I oo
8

i Ward No. 3.

Warping and web twisting, TR
Days lost, Weaving, ....... .
Ward No. 1y.0eeiveacennes . cres 663 Wool spinning, .......
do e .. 236 Wool splicing and picking,. .
do .. 811 Quilling and spooling,.... ..

do e eeenaen Wool carding, vvuvvvann.
do

|mw:uu$m

&

1

.

Wheelwrighting, .
Carpentering, .... .
Coopering, .
Total number of days lost, Painting,. ..

Runner, .....

Time lost by solitary confinement,. ..oovevrernecvernn

-
'|>-.-ua:q

Report of the condition and employment of the persons in
eport of tentiary of Virginia, on the 30¢% Sept., 1848.

Yard hands,

Runner, ...

Washers,

Engineer and firemen,....... e iseaar e
Nurses, . teesaraennes
CO0KS) e v atiee et i e e et
Invalids and in solitude, ...

Number of white men,
Number of colored men,. ..o eeves

Total number of Men,. . ovvevre s vevssnes

Jobber, L uuiiiiii i i e e cene
Insane,

Tron turner and driller,.coovveee. v eee e Women engaged in sewing, binding shoes, &c., .. vuvivaiinas

Blacksmithing,..ovaeueveeacenen et aeanay . Total number of both sexes,. «. ..
Striking and stone cutting,.oeevevecsreiion e “ee

Axe making,.ooeveenaenans [Assembly, No. 243.] a1

Axe grinding and polishing, . ..oovvenens ieens
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Surgeon’s Report.

Two hundred and seventy-nine cases of disease were treated in the
Virginia penitentiary during the past year, 158 in the hospital, and
121 in the cells; nine died. They were all sentenced for long terms,
and most of them had been in the prison a number of years. Five
were diseased and imperfect i1 health on admission. Three died of
consumption, and three of scrofula; diseases over which medicine
exerts but little, if any conirol, when once fully established, even
under the most favourable circumstances, and which cause the great-
est number of deaths in this and in all similar institutions, Laury’s
insanity was partial. His delusion was that a conspiracy existed
among the convicts to poison him in his food, which prevented him
from taking food enough to maintain health, and this, together with
the depressing influence of his hallucination, brought on the low ty-
phoid fever of which he died. Evans came under the observation of
the surgeon about three weeks before his death for the first time, he
was then labouring under that form of insanity called dementia,

which consists in an enfeeblement and imbecility of mind analogous
to idiotism. He did not again see him until twenty-four hours be-
fore his death, when lic was brought to the hospital in a sinking and
moribund condition. He had eaten scarcely food enough to sustain
life for months, and for a week previous he had refused all food. On
examination of his body after death, no disease was found to exist;
his organs were perfectly healthy.

It will be observed, that from 1800 to 1848, the average mortality
was 6.34 per cent. annually, and the last year it was 4.18 per cent.

J. N. BROCKS, Surgeon.
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A STATEMENT

Of the rumber of Prisoners 4 i
7$ in the Penilentiary of Virginia, eae,
:z:ca; Tf}a.e Deatks from the opening of the I nstitz‘:/t‘ion i;z:u;S(’JO t}; fé‘:?
swe, and the causes thereof from 1832, (no record hav:'ng been

kept of ¢ i
e £ : :l{[y.hem previously,) and “the annual average per cenfage of

Calendar year,
1800, commenced in Aprily ...,
1801, “

. 1802,
1803,
1804,
1805,
1806,
1807,
1808,
1809,
1810,
1811,
1812,
1813,
1814,
1815,
1816,
1817,
1818,
1819,
1820,
1821,
1822,
1823,
1824,
1825,
1826,
1827,
1898,
1829,
1830,
1833,

No. of Deaths.

W O et DO e

a0 W e WO

-
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: Annual Report of the Directors end Warden of the Ohio P'enit'éni‘iiry
pue nm‘u«?(::aap ::r:‘;;‘)l:‘;L for the year 1847.
—_— T :

190 qx o 17ed jo During the pasi year an extensive workshop, occupied by Mr. P.
@ _pue noryeisdrn

e i oot Hayden, was dfstroyfad by fire. Withou-t any delay fhe Directors
E‘:‘;n‘){l;:xg:;deﬁ\:géﬁzl‘wvonq assem?bled, and .mlvestlgated as far as possible, the origin of the fire,
ST Yoouvs-o0 but without arriving at any satisfactory conclusion. It is worthy of
remark that many of the convicts exerted and exposed themselves as
much, apparently, as though their own homes had been in danger.
It was with much difficulty that the flames were arrested.

A new shop, much more secure and better adapted to its purposes,
and to the health of the prisoners, has been erected in the place of
the one destroyed, the actual cost of which was about three thousand
five hundred dolla

The system of hiring out the Jabor of the convicts was adopted in
the early history of the “ new penitentiary,” and was thought at the
time to be a great improvement, not.only to the pecuniary condition
of the institution, but also to its discipline and government.

So anx-

ious were our predecessors to make this improvement, that they
agreed with some of the contractors to give them the privilege of re- !
newing their contracts for five years at a time, so long as the practice .
of hiring out convicts should be continued. The only conditions to
be complied with by the contractor were to give one year’s notice of
his intention to renew, and to give the average price paid by “ other
contractors.””  Since the passage of the act for the erection of a new
State House, no contract that did not sfand upon that foundation has
been renewed. The contract of Peter Hayden, for two hundred men,
which was the first contract entered into by our predecessors, was re- ’
newed in accordance with its stipulations, by those who controlled
the institution, before 2 majority of the undersigned were members of
the board of directors. We cannot, however, sece under the laws
then existing, how they could have done otherwise.

As the prison was still involved in debt, we thought it our duty to
employ all the hands we could to liquidate that debt; so we have
permitted a number of them to continue in the employment of Mr.
Pinney, one of the former contractors, whose fixtures were already in
the shops. 'This, however, has also been done at increased wages.
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Making the annual average per centage of mortalily 6.34.
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The business of coopering, so obnoxious to a portion of the public,
has been entirely discontinued, and the men employed by Mr. P. are
now engaged chiefly in the manufacture of farming tools.

The internal condition and police of the institution under our care,
notwithstanding the frequent use of the word “ reform,” as applied to
it by many who write and speak about it, we consider, with due d=
erence to the opinions of others, to be superior to what it has ever
been.

Itis true, unquestionzbly, that the mass of community, without
much reflection upon the subject, set down State prison convicls as
‘bad, without mitigation or hepe of redemption. But as bad as these
men have been, as indurated as their moral sense may have bec
by a long course of vice and wickedness, the instances are rare where
the stubborn will of the most hardened offender may not be made to
melt before the genial influence of kindness and sympathy. But in
those instances where the moral obliquity is so great, and the better
susceptibilities 5o entirely blunted as to render the individual callous
to every demonstration of sympathy, kind appeals may be lost upon
him, and a resort to more severe coercive measures may be necessary.
But in such cases, it generally may be so managed that the obstinate
offender shall himself be made to feel the justice of the punishment
which is administered with a reluctant hand, and hence even kis la-
tent susceptibilities may be awakened so far into life as to render
him for the future more easily wrought upon by the voice of kind-
ness and sympathy, a voice of strange and unusval sound in the ears
of him who has so long been shunned as incorrigible and vile. I am
satisfied that the true principle of prison discipline is, degraded and
criminal as the convict may be, still to recognize him as'a man, to
address him as possessing the susceptibilities of our common nature,
and as capable of a destiny far above that to which his vices and his
crimes have degraded him. The ingredient of hope should be thrown
into his bitter cup, and he be led to aspire after better things, to form
even the purposes of recovering a character and standing among men,
when he shall again be permitted to mingle with them.

The number of punishments inflicted in this penitentiary have been
less during the past than in any former year. And yet there has
been the most perfect subordination, no resistance offered to authority,
‘and the convicts have labored diligently and with apparent cheerful-
ness.

No. 243.]

It is certainly a pleasing consideration, that by means of the influ-
ence of the chaplain, the library and the Sabbath school, many of the
prisoners afford grati{ying evidence of moral ren wation, and of a
general and*decided improvement in temper, disposition, moral hab-
its, and social affections—all of which tend to inspire the hope that
many of the conviets will ultimutely leave the Pmnhnuary with hab-
its formed of seif-control, of active, intelligent and cfficient industry,
of patient resignation to the ills of life, and with that degree of mo-
ral development in regard to right action, without which, none can
be safe or desirable members of commuuity.

The largest number of convicis in prison at any one time during

the past year, was 498; the smallest number was 445. The average
number during the year has been 461.

During the prior year the highest number of convicts at any one
time, was 502 ; the smallest number, 459—average, 479. From
this the gratifying fact is presented, that there hasbeen a considerable
diminution in the number of convicts this year, from the number in
prison during the past year.

The number of female convicts is nine, being the same as last year.
Y took pleasure in my last repost, in directing attention to the com-
paratively small number of female convicts, and it gives me no less
pleasure now to state, that this small number has not increased.

During the year, four convicts have effected their escape, viz: one
from the lime kiln, one from the railroad depot, and two from the
prison, Three of them have already been retaken.

Cash receipts for the current year, 1847
Cash received—
On account of smith, lace and saddletree
e eteereriiieieese... $18,958 33
On account of toolmakersys .ovvesuove..ns 4,175 48
tailor shopyseeeveneneien.. 1,640 80
engines and machinery, ..... 2,234 16
carpet weavers,. . 2,965 24
shoe makers,,.... 311 21
prison slops, coveieeniiaan. 986 76
lumpers, ( promiscuous labor,). 1,485 60
interestyeesscensve e ann 57
incidental,. vevouann 189 89
VISItOTS, sauevansasnseoesss 1,084 37




488 | Assempry

On account of United States,....cieeenins 780 48
« fuel and light,. ..ovvevenees 22675
€« dental instruments and hame

shop, . cees 993 79
blacksmiths, .voovevsvenecn 19 57
—$36,058 20

Additional earnings for the past year, for which cash has

not been received, to wit:

Conviet labor on account of Luuatic Asylum,

in favor of J. Strickler and others, ...... $5,824

Labor on acceunt of new building,. ...

Stateavenuey. e oue

SLONE QUATTYyenes vess
lime kilnsyeunsvoenss
repairs and iraprove-

ments,.ceeaeen s
“ State housey.seavoan.
Amount due from individuals,..ovuvusnans

8,024 01

Which shows the earnings of the past year to have been, $44,082 21

The disbursements from Nov. 30, 1846, to the 30th

Yov., 1847, for the support of the Institution, have been
as follows, to wit:

Cash paid—

On account of clothing,. . $3,369 01

furniture,. ... wevees 1,060 21

fuel and Yight,............. 2,050 79

provision, .... veeee. 9,327 92

forage; .oviesrieeniiinass 235 62

incidentaly coav e iiiaians 198 51

discharged convicts, 494 75

stationery, - «oe ... . 64 90

EAIMS, arereenversneanes. 104 20

escaped convietsy ..o cian 349 81

engines and machinery, ..... 931 99

smith shop,..cvovereevanan. 4 50

Salaryy eveseneieoeananea. 8,946 62

printing and postage, .. ... 79 15
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On account of visitors’ guard, .. ...vuv..us 300 00
« ROSPitaly .vererinenanss 722 19
¢ writ of errory, ..uviieaian. 18 00
“moral instructor,...v . eee... 400 00

“ inferesty. vavvasnsn 30 03
— 28,678 20

«

Showing the earnings of the past year, over and above
expenses, to have been, ...v.ovu i . $15,404 01

The number of convicts has this year decreased, showing an ave-
rage below that of the preceding year. The falling off in one county,
in particular, is so striking that T deem it of sufficient importance to
be noticed here. The county alluded tois that of Hamilton. During
the last year theve were, in that county, fifty-five convictions of peni-
tentiary offences. During the year now closed, covered by this re-
port, the conviciions were only nineteen. If this disparity in the
convictions of the itwo years may be regarded as indicative of a de-
crease of crume, it is certainly highly gratifying.

LAURIN DEWEY, Warden.

Table, showing the mumber received from each county during the past
year.

Brown, .
Cuyaliogayeeen e
Clermont, .

Clark, ...
Columbiana,
Coshocton,. ..
Clinton,. eees
J 0331
Franklin,.....
Gallia,. ,ovuee
Greeny.ooaveenns
Hancock,.voevvvnn.
Highland,.........
Hamilton,.eeverscoenearnas
Jefferson,. ...

I - e T TR CRES SrWA ., )
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Lorain,. ..+ .. I
Lawrence; .
R P
Muskingum, .
Madisony. .o v«
Mahoning, . -
Miamiy ..+«
Montgomery, -
Preble, ..t
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Bigamy,.....co0ueeen
Murder, 2d degree,.... ...t
Manslaught ceanes
Shooting with intent to kill,,
Assault with intent tokill,. ..

Having counterfeit money with intent to pasgyveaevvnn..

Passing counterfeit coin,, ...
Passing counteifeit money,..vvvuennnnn

Burglary and Jarceny,cvoeeeeesvessoneireiietniasaaeanns

Counterfeiting,

Pickaway; «o«+ - Arson, .

RoOSSysavavsrer
Richland,.

Forgery, ..
Mayhen,

Receiving stolen goods,
Embezzlement,.......
Robbery,......
Maiming, .
Homicide,. ..

SCiOt0y . sonsraserse®
Tuscarawas, .

. Assault with intent to rape,
Warreny. o oeemer sttt

Robbing mails,..cvvuve.

) R

o » b U3 -
“Si»—am#r—‘nwwuﬁ-‘wﬂ'*"‘“”‘ =

Totaly v eveiene cecenannanes
Term of sentence, and number.

Place of nativity, and number.
Ohio,..verinnneennnnn
New-York,..
Massachusetts, .
Vermonty ..ovvusn
Virginiay vooeanans
North Carolinayeeeeiieeiecariiiiannines
Kentucky,.veerieeeinnens
Maryland, s cveiiiniiieiiiiiiiiiiiii i,

PR o Pennsylvaniay.ceeviviananiiiiiniianans
Lifey.ooevensrerte Ireland,.....
Louisiana, ., ..
Indiana,. ..
Tennessee,. RPN
New Hampshire, . .
England,.......
Scotland,. .

Ciesresesiasssssasses 16

Total,saveeres

Crimes and number.

Grand Jarcenyy..escerrenntt
Horse stealing,. -

Burglary, e+
Ropeyevererrs
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Not known, PPN PR . Faxrfield,_
: Gallia, ...
Connecticut, ieeranseene .
. Guernsey,
Geauga,
Greeney.ovevevennns
Hamilton, .
. Huron, ..
Can read and writey, cvereveeraeen Lesenes [ .
. Highland,..
Can read print onlYyeceeeeaiiianaenes AN Hooki
Learned to read since committed to prison, . ocking, .
" L Holmes,....
Cannot read intelligibly, ) .
> Hancock,
Cannot read nor Write,.cveacoes [ [PPPPPN
Henry,...
Harrison,.
Jefferson,euseviieiiiiiinnns ceees
Knoxyieeeinnenns teeasanees U
Married males, ... et . ;:anence
Single  do . orain, . .
Married females,. .
Single do . een ’

e Licking, ...
Montgomery, ..
Miama,.....
Muskingum,

Total,cveevnen

WA= w0

Iy
-3

Education.

- WO

Merried and Single.

i

WO oY DM Ut o ot DD 20D O 00D R0-TWad =

Table, showing the number now in the Penitentiary from each county.

4
4
2
3
5
10
47
2
2
2
5
2
1
5
2
2

Meigs,. ..

Medina, ,

Marion, ..

Madison, ..
Monroe, vevevenn. rreene Cheeen
Mahoning,

Portage, ..
Pickaway, ..ouvues
Preble,.........
Perry, .

Richland,

Ashtabula,
Athens,....

Adams, ...

Brown, ...
Belmont,

Butler, coveveesons
Cuyahoga, . .
Coshocton, .«
Columbiana, .

Clermont,.
Clinton,. .
Carroll,
Delaware,
Defiance,. ..
Erieyureeccnrss

-
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Sandusky, .......
Seneca, .....
Tuscarawas,
‘Washington,
‘Warren, ...
Wayne, ..

Totaly covevensvnnacnasssaonssncanenanans

Of the whole number of inmates, above stated, Nov.
there are—
‘White malesysseeaenes
White females, . .
Colored do
Colored males;. o veniienneenianniesonen

Moral Instructor’s Report.

Divine service has been held in the chapel every Sabbath during
the year ; the inmates have given good attention to the preaching of
the Gospel; some of them have been reclaimed from the error of
their ways, and renewed in their minds, we bhave the strongest evi-
dence, both during their confinement and since their enlargement.
‘We have received letters from some, and know of others, who have
gone out into society, have united with the church and are leading
new lives.

Our Sabbath schoo! has been regularly continued throughout the
year, and has prospered greatly. Many of the convicts have been
taught to read.

The prison library has been greatly enlarged in the last year.
There are now four thousand one hundred volumes of bound books,
twelve hundred pamphlets, and fifteen thousand pages of tracts, with
the prospect of an addition of several hundred volumes' more. ere
can be no doubt but this has been a great blessing to these men, bot!‘l
in a moral and intellectual sense. They read with interest, and it
has rendered them more cheerful and contented, by giving usefel
employment to the mind.

/57247 -4 L
No.243.] 495

‘With respect to the diseases which here invade us, they are al-
ways found to compare, (with some modifications,) both in kind and
character, with such as occur in this neighborhood of country gene-
rally. If there be any peculiar influences tending to the production
of disease in this prison, they aredoubtless such as appertain to most,
if not all, institutions of this description, and are not probably, by any
known means, wholly avoidable. I mcan an impure and corrupt at-
mosphere, more especially in the dormitories, and that mental despon-
dency and gloom necessarily incident to the deprivation of personal
liberty.

In the progress of the year which has just closed, disease has pre-
sented herein its usual variety, as to name ; but certain it is, that a
large proportion of the cases has been characterised by signal seve-
rity and obstinacy. Typhoid fever, always an unwelcome foe for the
practical physician to encounter, but more especially so in situations
like this, where the intense and ceaseless anxiety, and the Janguish-
ing hopes of the poor prisoner, are also to be countervailed, has ex-
hibited itself in twenty or more examples during the summer and
autumnal months ; quite a number of which have been very much
prolonged, and have proved highly refractory and embarrassing.

I have to regret, in the course of the year, the loss of six patients,
five males and one female. Three of the former, after lingering
long, were cut off by that fatal malady (consumption,) which still
stalks among us as if but to mock at our inefficiency, and to reproach
the profession of medicire. In the remaining two males, disease, in
its onset, offered apparently a fair field for conflict with the physician;
but unfortunately the strife was unequal, and my only apclogy is,
that after exhausting all my efforts, I lacked the skill to save them.
They died of typhoid fever. The history of the case of the female
is something likce this. Immediately after her commitment to prison,
she evinced a resolute and fixed determination to submit to no disci-
pline, to be restrained by no rules. She was the creature, for weeks
and months, of perpetual, uncontrollable, maddening excitement.
About six months subsequent to her lodgment in prison, she became
the mother of a full grown, healthy boy. At no distant period there-
after, disease of the brain supervened, in a system already thoroughly
racked by antecedent excesses, and she was lost.

With the present order and arrangement of the infirmary depart-
ment, T am well pleased. A suit of portable screens has been provi-
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ded for use in the middle ward, where the greater number of begs lxs
contained, by means of which the prosirate patients may be en nres):;
occluded from the view of that promiscuous throng of S“v?nge;hm
frequently traversing the apartment. | ha.d long been co}r;w l:ci g
the exposure of the sick and suffering convict to the sea;c u(;,, i e of
every curious visitor, amounted to little less t}.man a cruef?;f \; s
ved punishment, inflicted upon him, bu? the}t it also, un m' 1gg z e
ted a highly pernicious influence on his disease. Many avh e
tbe declaration to me, that they would greatly prefe.r ~t(f meet :{ e };‘Ac‘l
of the lash, than be obliged to encounter the scrutinizing look whi
it seems the pleasure of every passer by to fix upon them.
H. LATHROP, M. D. o
Physician of Oho P tiary-

Daily average number of patients prescribed for in hospital, in :ta]wh
month during the years 1843, 1844, 1845, 1846 and 1847, logether

it nd days’ lost timein each year.
with the aggregate number of ;i;catths, a1 nd y: lost time i e1elY

eeaees 14 16 16 18 28

JD:::::?.,. JURURRUREE V- S E S L

Februaryye..eeesree 16 22 18 14 2‘:5)’
March, ... 22 18 15 19 2

’ 22 26 26

23 25 26

28

Aprily . .oeveen
May,. . covnrnses
June,..ioeseens
Julyyaeeeacnninnnes 2:;
Augusty . oovevecens

September,.

Octobery . ovv--

November,. covuvaes

Deaths,eveaveensrne

Days’ lost time,. .oe v
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A
Annual report of the Inspectors of the State Prison at Jackson, No-
vember 30, 1847.

There have been received from the state treasury, since our last
report, $2,000.00, for the support of the prison and pay of guards;
also, $6,418.28 for the payment of the salaries of other officers,
making a total of $7,418.28, for the thirteen months. The amount
drawn from the same source during the previous year was $11,506 .00,
the number of convicts having been the same for the two years. The
number of convicts in prison October 31, 1845, was 119; October 31,
1846, 122; and November 30, 1847, 119, making the average the
same for the two years. The amount of the earnings of convicts in
the employ of the contractors, since October 31, 1346, is $9,620.37,
and the estimate for those in the employ of the State, is $2,665.25.
The amount of earnings for contractors the previous year was $7,456
70 cents, and for the State, $3,560.13. 'The amount received from
all sources since October 31, 1846, is $18,429.03, and the amount
expended since that time is $18,060.42. The amount received for
the previous year, including balance on hand, was $19,007.58, and
the amount expended during the same time was $19,004.39.

Asbefore stated, the amount of expenditures for the thirteen months
has been $18,060.42; the amount of earnings for the same time is
$12,285.52. The expenditures for the previous year were $19,004
39 cents, and the earnings were $11,016 63. The number of days
work by convicts on the prison buildings, since last report, is 1,101,
estimated at the sum of $631.00; the number of days for the previ-
ous year was, 2,830, estimated at the sum of $1,489.50.

It will be perceived that there has been $4,087.72 less drawn from
the State treasury during the last thirteen months, than during the
Pprevious year; also, that the earmings of the convicts on contracts
have been more by $2,163.50, than for the previous twelve months,
and that the earnings of convicts on the prison buildings have been
but $858.49 less since the last report, than for the previous year.
The average price obtained for the labor of convicts on contracts since
the date of our last report is 312 cents per day; the average for the
Previous year was 31 cents per day. The balance on hand according

[Asserably No. 243.] 32
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to the agent’s report, is $368.61, besides which, ther.e 15 now du;;l:.e
prison $2,000.00 from contractors and others, that will in all probabi-
tity soon be realized. ) o
The gradual and steady improvement made in the 1Panag'emen u(])
the affairs of the prison, reflect the highest degree ot‘crednt. on the
agent, and gives just ground to conclude that ﬁfrther time will shov:l
a still greater improvement. And, although it cannot be expe_.ct:z
that the prison can support itself with the presey\t'number of coxfn('; Sy
yet we have just ground to believe that (Aexcluswe- of the bmldmg
department,) it can approximate that desirable point nearer than it
e.
ev?lth};axsnﬂzll‘)or of convicts confined here has varied but little for the
past four years, as there were in prison October 31, 1844, 37221;190%
31, 1845, 119; October 31, 1846, 122; Novemb.er 30, 1847, p .h
In the report of the inspectors last year, mention was made o the
difficulties under which this institution labored, on account of; e
terms of the contracts then existing. Thfe contracts have been re-! et;
and the objectionable clauses entirely obviated. Ttne formex contrz;s
with Pinney, Howard & Co., was for from 30 to 50 convicts, at
cents per day, for five years from May 20, 1846. ) e, of the
Pinney, Howard & Co. also became possessedj by purchase, o
contract of H. DeGraff, for the labor of from eighteen to thirty ct::
victs, at thirty cents per day, torun th\:ee years and seven n;on S
from April, 1845. 'They also became, in the same manner, tﬁi as-
signees of the contract of 1. B. Eaton & Co., foVr from ten to ; teet;
cenvicts, at thirty-cight cents per day, at the business of cnopenn]gl 3
all kinds. ‘These contracts have all been surrendered and cancelle ;
and a new one executed with Pinney, Lamson & Co., succefsors 0d
Pinney, Howard & Co., for six years from May 1, 1847, at thirty ar:
a quarter cenis pe dny, for from sixty to one hundred and twenty
cm’ll:y;cetsr;ew contract does not contain any of the obnoxious privi-
in the former contracis.
leg’le‘:eg r?:rt::lermcontraa with J. E. Beebe was for .ﬁve years fl:m
April 10, 1843, for from ten to fifteen convict.s, at‘ th{rly‘—three and 2
third cents per day. 'The present conlmc? with him is .tor five y.ears—
from May 1, 1847, for from twenty to thirty-five convicts, at thirty
nts per day. ]
ﬁveTl(:: forxpner co’rrm'act for making boots and shoes was mi:xde Wlth;}r
H. Wilcox, and by him assigned to L. Wilcox, and which was fo

) 2 e
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from fifteen to twenty convicts, at forty cents per day, for five years
from April 1, 1845. L. Wilcox assigned the contract to H. B. Ring,
and a new one was made with him for frow fifteen to twenty-five
convicts, at forty cents per day, for five yearsfrom September 1,
1847. ’

By extending the time, the officers have been enabled to cancel
the old contracts. 'I'he average price received for convict labor is
higher than under the old contracts, and there is an annual saving in
wood that is estimated at three hundred cords ; the stipulations con-
tained in the old contracts, yiving the contractors a preference in re-
letting the convicss, are excluded from the new ones.

These changes, without exception, Lave been made amicably, and
without the slightest difficulty or difference with the contractors ; and
further, there is now, in every depariment of the pricon, a per-
fect good understanding, and a cordial co-operation of 2!l connected
with the institution, in the endeavor to render the admiristration of
its affairs vigorous and prosperous.

The daily average of each convict employed by contractors the
past thirteen months, is 313 cents ; thiis, we think, will compare favo-~
rably with any institution of the kind in the other States. We find
that the average of daily earnings of cach convict in the Auburn pri-
son was 22§ cents for the year ending Sept. 30, 1846, which is the
date of the Jast report of the officers of that institution.

The appointment of a moral instructor, or chaplain, with a salary
sufficient to enable him to devote his time exclusively for t!eir benefit,
would cause but little increase to the expenscs of the prison, and, we
think, would be a source of much good to the convicts, and also in-
directly to the State.

We would also renew the recominendations made in the last an-
nual report of the inspectors, in relation to the salaries of the officers
of the prison, as further expericnce has served 1o strengthen the rea-
sons then advanced.

The expenscs attending the removal of convicts, after sentence,
to the State Prison, from the several counties, is now, by law, paid
at this office. This, we think, should not be so, for it undoubtedly
costs more, for that service, in many cases, than it should, and also,
that in our opinion, this expense properly belongs to the counties
sending the convicts, and that the bills should be audited and al-
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Jowed by the supervisors of said counties, and paid from the county
funds.

The contract for furnishing rations for the convicts, was advertised
previous to, and let®on, the first Monday of October last, at 61 cents
per ration, to commence December 1, and to continue one year.
The rations for the year previous were furnished by contract for 5
cents 9 mills per day ration, and the day ration for that year con-
sisted of 12 ounces of pork, or 20 ounces beef; 12 ounces wheat
flour, not bolted, to be made of good winter wheat ; 10 cunces In-
dian corn meal, sifted; § gill molasses 5 and for each one hundred
rations, 4 quarts rye, 4 quarts salt, 2 quarts vinegar, 4 quarts white
beans, 3 bushels potatoes, and 2} ounces black pepper. During the
past year, there was complaint from the convicts that the quantity of
corn meal was teo much in proportion for the ration, and upon an ex-
amination, it appeared that the complaint was well grounded, and
that the use of that amount of meal in the ration, during the summer,
was the probable cause of diarrheeas ; thevefore, in advertising for
rations for the current year, the proportion was changed, and the ra-
tion now “onsists of 16 ounces of wheat flour, unbolted, to be made

of good winter wheat, and 6 ounces of Indian corn meal, sifted ; the

other articles the same as before.

Every necessary attention, in our opinion, has been paid to the
wants and comfort of the convicts, and the examinations which we
have made monthly, have been very satisfactory, as we have unt-
formly found the cells and bedding cleanly and in good condition ;
that the provisions furnished were ample and of good quality, and
that the convicts were cleanly in their persons and confortably clad.

MICHAEL SHOEMAKER.

LEWIS BASCOM,

JOSEPH B. PIERCE,
Inspectors

Agent’s report.

Since 1 assumed the discharge of the duties of agent on the 20th
March last, the sum of $9,128.99 has been received on account of the
prison, and during the same time, there has been expended the sum
of $8,760.38, leaving a balance on hand, November 30th, 1847, of
$368.61 According to the books of the office, there appears to have
been received by my predecessor, including balance on hand, from
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October 31, 1846, to March 20th, 1847, the sum of $2,915.47, which
was expended during the same time, except a balance of $33.81, paid
over to me af the time I took charge of the prison. There ar; em-
braced‘m the disbursements made by me since March 20th, payments
of .vanous accounts and dues, to the amount of about %1.400 00,
which were then standing against the prison, cunlracled’hy ;ny ‘re-)
decessor, thereby swelling the amount of expenditures for the ba]:nce
of the year to an extent that might seem excessive, should the cir-
cumstance be permitted to pass unexplained. Thesum of $2,000.00
]:(,s;‘;zn drawn during the year, on the certificates of the ins;eclt.)rs
e state treasury, on account of the general support of the riz
fon, which added to the sum of $5,418.28, dram; in payment of pof—
nc.ers’ salaries, make a total of $7,418.28 from that source during the
thirteen months, a sum considerably less than for any form’er 'e'f fi
those purposes. This result is principally owing to the ul))usu;uor
small amount expended on the building account. I would he J
mark, that I consider the completion of the centre buildin o at
least so far as to enclose it, of the utmost importance to theg:;v 01;' .
and safety of the prison, and in many respects, it would adde oy
m}lc'h to the convenience and practicability of enforcing and n::xixy-
taining an efficient system of order and discipline among t?]e convicts
The steam engine owned by the State, and heretofore used by the .
:‘ont.raclors, has been sold for $500.00, of which $140.00 hasybeee
received. A portion of the balance is payable in lumber, durin thn
prlese}nt winter, and the remaining balance is in good nc:tec al%d .
within the ensuing year. ' 7 *
The n}xmber of convicts in prison on the 30th of November, w:
119, which is three less thanat the close of the previous year. altl; “alj
at one period during the past year, there were in prisox{ ]3;, bei(;‘:gga
greater number than at an i i i
greater pu y one time since the establishment of the
The total amount of the earnings of the convicts, w!
engaged on contracts, as wil@ear’?ﬁm one of the’tabl;:sl;)a;e o
ferred to, is $9,620.27, being the largest amount ever earned ozri}:e-
branch of labor during the same length of time, and on examim': .
thfe various annual reports, it will be observed that the revenue to tl:g
prison, f‘rom that source, has been gradually increasing, from year te
year, without a corresponding increase in the number o; cunvi{:fs °
Tl.xere are now but three contracts in force for the emplo; mel;t f
convicts at mechanical labor, in which the highest number th is 183
Ll
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and the lowest 95, to wit :—J_ F.. Becbe, at wagon making, from 20
to 35 convicts, at 35 cents per day, for five years from May 1, 1847 ;
-H. B. Ring, at shocrauking, {from 15 to 25 convic\s:, ut 40 cents per
day, for five years from September 1, 1847, and Pinn
Co.. at manuiaoturing tarming tools, woelen and cotton goods, hames
sad(ilc and barness trimmings, coopering, &c. &e., from 60 10 120
convicts at 30} cents per day, ior six years from AMay 1, 1547,

/y Lamson &

foregoing contracis are all made payuble on the first of \:a(r‘,h month,
and =0 conditioned, that when @ monthly payment remaing due anf!
anpaid for the space of duys.i the agent and inspectors, at their
discretion, can torfeit and annul the Cou%mcts.
In managing the discipline of the prisun, l hh.w been enabled to
maintain 2 good degree of order, and subordination to the rules and
sithous w frequent resort 1o corporeal punishment, al-
+ cases bave oecurred, in which te have dispensed withit,
wou‘:z'i Live b led 1o a great exient, the best intere ¢ and regu-
Jariiy of the instiuton.  However much a vesort to \hx?‘ means to
presderve obedience, may be regretted, Tam forced 1o acknowledge,
and in that acknowledguent I do not doulit IAlm\t' the concurrence of.
~many woithy and benevolent minde, thai in ke nxuxtmgcment of
suvi an asseinblage of huma characic acrudly found among
the inmates of our penal instlmtions,';xt
kind, is not only iud'\sl\cnsable‘for the p order, by i
subject, but that the infl v of such (:Tu.mplx‘ on others of u refrac-
tory tendency, is often salutury and cificient.

ment of sorne
svation of order, by its

[ i aware that this
subject has red, o ing the uticntion of the x;\f;r;\list.
and that philanthmpis\s lave written page aiter page, ml\‘f:caung the
 treatrent of all refractory cases by one genn‘z}l law, to wit : the {aw
of Jeindness ; but were they to bl:’ remnoved (}'om their easy 'chan‘s;
to the management of an instilution, whose mmfttes are natives o
every civilized clime, congregated for offences against the laws of one

* ; country, and on whom they seem to look as wayward childien, the
T 3

<

. admission would be as readily and willingly made, that thé lafsh, cor
+-poreally administered, is at tires necessary, as Tam to mﬂlc&. it m
; cases where no other mode of punishment woul'd ensu're .obed.lence.
! The “law of kindr~ss” should be the governing principle in our
intercourse with the world at large, as well. as with those unfortun:jnlkex
victims of vice, over whom we may be officially placed., but to aboilsd
all punishments of a corporeal kmd? except what might bhe ter:.;e
‘mild, and the more mild the less efficient, would be but another n:
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for proclaiming a general amnesty for all offences, however aggra-
vating and injurious. In concluding my remarks on this subject, T
would here observe, that in administering the punishments, great care
has been used to imprees upon the mind of the disobedient convict,
that the exercise of this prerogative is not prompted by malice or
ill-feeling towards him, but that, besides being an unpleasant duty, it
is the sure consequence of oflences committed under a full knowledge
of the penaliy, and that to allow him to go free, would give encour-
agement to many others torepeat similar, and perhaps greater breaches
of discipline.

A bible class has been kept up, through the praise-worthy exertions
of a few benevolent individuals, residing in the village.

’ J. H. TITUS, Agent.

Recapitulation of receipts and eipenditures for the thirteen months
ending November 30, 1847,

Balance on hand Oct. 31, 1846, ....... $3 19

Cush received
rom State treasary on uccount of prison,.. $2,000 00
5,418 28
9,645 10

do salaries of officers,.. ..
contractors for labor,.. ..
sundry persons, rent, articles sold,
loring accounts, &c.y «avuveesens
United States, support of convicts,...
convicts depositesy. s iecivieeians
visitors, including balance of $84.70,.

845 58
85 90
33 30
397 68
— 18425 34

Total T€CEIPLS, vuvavrvrnsisronssennsraeeeasess. $18,429 03

Cush expended.
Paid salaries of officersyvvenavnn.. .
€ guards,. . veeneieearieisenaeeseaes $3,356 69
¢ rations, 2,951 41
‘ 1,621 82
1,537 29
274 59
112 00

$5,418 28

Cetssrsasaiscsastnsaneans

clothing and bedding,

wood, 0il, &Cyuvannian
medicines and hospital storesy..cs ...«
discharged convicts,, cevvvasveeeenn
convict’s deposites, .......
sheriff’s expenses,. .....
pursuing fugitives, coveveervinacens
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Paid agent’s travelling expenses, . ...
« building and repairsyc.. ceoiaieiien
purchase of stone qQUAITy;......e.oue
prison library,c.ceaenccannes
oats and hay account; «.covieienannn 93 34
miscellaneous accounts,. ccoeuieuesnnn 648 71 12,602 14

Total expenditures,. ..« .coevees verseseesessnn. $18,060 42
Balance on hand Nov. 30,1847, . ..cvneeenncn.nns 368 61

$18,429 03
Statement of the Earnings of Convicts, for the thirteen months ending
November 30, 1847.

Total No. of days work,and amount on contracts, 30,418 $9,620 27
Avg: pr o ice perdayy.eec..eee.s 3lFcls.

Working for the State, days,... ocvveernnen 13,653

Loss by sickness, old age, &c.yvenaieneane. 3,459

Total of €arNINES, e ees cersvrsevonnsrosnone $12,285 52

Statement of the number of Convicts received, discharged, pard«med'
&c., during the thirteen months ending November 30, 1847.
Number in prison Oct. 31, 1846, .0 o eevinnnieeana.s 122
«  received during the 13 months ending Nov. 30,

1847, eeereneevann crobaranneaninans

Number discharged by expiration of

©  pardoned, .eceenniresianeioaniieniaatns
“  diedye.acrenennns
€ escaped; ceseseceteeneavanaisassaetenay

40
preeeneee . 24
14
3
2

Remaining in prison November 30, 1847,...00...0 ...

Employment.
For Manufacturing, coopering, hame and
tool making, &C.yeeenacrnnoanns
shoemaking, ...
wagon making,. ceevsensnee

Total employed on contractsysees casessssrnesnss
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For the State—barber, 1—stocking loom, 1,........
tailors, 3—cutting stone, 3,.........
teamsters, 2—Hospital, 1,....
carpenter work,, .
stone quarry and grading yard,........
wash room, kitchen and prison hall,...

Aged and infirm, unemployed,. ..o viieiiiiiiiaiens

Colored do. ........

Statement of the number of convicts received into prison, the crimes
for which they were convicted, and the counties in whick they were
severally sentenced, during the thirteen months ending November
30, 1847.

Crimes. No.

Larceny and breaking into
dwelling house with at-
tempt to stealy...vuvun.

Larceny,.... .

Forgery,seeeveanvannins

Burglary with attempt to
commit larceny and rape,.

Burglary and larceny,...... Lenaweey.veoveervanenen

Manslaughter,...o.ouvuens Hillsdale, covevvnenannane

Horse stealing,y o vvvvvnnnns Cass..

Perjury,eececeneiiiniaenn

Obtaining goods by false pre-
tencesy s oeevarnirenaans

Stealing in dwelling house in
the day timey..oevnnnsn.

Subornation of perjury,.....

Assault and battery, with at-
tempt to disfigure;.veeas, 1

Shop breaking and larceny, . 2

0

T Y {

Counties, No.

Wayney,.overanenns
Eaton,....oiiienaas

Washtenaw, cevvvnnnnans
Ingham,..eoivaenannnans
Macomby.vvsiireenann..
Lapeerye.uesvecinenennns

Jacksony.....iiiuiannnn,

ltou-»-w»-»—»-‘-w.-

T

'S
(=]
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Sentences of the above-—9 months,. .......er

Total,......

Physician’s Report.

There has been considerable sickness in the prison from January
to June inclusive, as will be seen by reference to the following table
of monthly prescriptions, which has been kindly furnished by the hos-
pital nurse, to wit :

Number of prcsun sions in November, 1846, Ceereeea.. 284
December, % ......... 249
January, greereanrecene.. 304
February, EEERETRT
March. £ eenineans 289
April, C i, 298
May, RPN ee. 326
June, ¢
July,

August,
September,
October,
November,

Total number of prescriptions for the 13 months,.

The average number of prisoners during the time was 126, making
the ratio of prescriptions 25 and a fraction for each one—over half of
the whole number of men have taken but very little medicine.

The diseases demanding my interference have been principally
subacute infiztimation of the mucousand serous membranes, diarrheeas,
dysenterys, P bronchitis, &c., and later in the
season, inter and an ¢ ional i fever, Gt
neuralgias, &c.
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There have occurred three deaths in the prison since my last annu-
al report.

J. TUNNICLIFF, Ja.

Many are the conjectures in the world as o the object of punish-
ment, and the means to be employed to renovate the minds and re-
form the I of those who, from offences against the law, have
rendered th ious {0 its penah‘e

My irstractions to the men have Leen, to insiill in their minds, that
reformation was the principal chject of 2ll just and equitable penal-
ties, and that the law of love and kindsess was the means used to
bring all prodigals back to virtue und gecdness ; and the beneficial
effects thus for, have surpassed m’y most sanguine expectations.

The scft, soothing and conciliating words of a friend are calculated
to still th ry and turbulent spirit, and those unfortunate men can
only be cuntrolled and persuvaded to duiy and right, by kindness.
The idea 1d be held out to those who cormmit depredation upon
the rights of others, that itis proper for thein 1o be detected, punished
and corrected.

It is often the case that the s
fested tow:
wrong, they
one is inffi

of hatred end revenge are mani-
use they have dome
and doomed to servitude, and when the
perfonnud, they Lave their liberty again.
But how much have they kaproved 7 FHave they become fit subjects
for society 7 WIil their after lives give a move healthful tone to pub-
lic morals ? \rViH they, sons they have learned, benefit
, imupire the youth of our land to aets of good-
ness, and wall in the paths of virtue? Ne!  In most of cases, either
a careless indifierence or misanthropy have taken the possession of
the mind, and vice has followed ; whereas, at all times, if the hand
of kindness should be extended to them, thcy would be induced to
practice the same which they receive.

The library of the prison is entirely insufficient to satisfy the minds
of the convicts. Thereis a constant call for reading that isnot in the
library, which, in part, is supplied them from private ones.

J. BILLINGS,
Chaplain.
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Annual Report of the Inspectors of the State Prison at Jackson, for
the year ending November 30k, 1848.

The number of convicts in prison at the close of the past year, was
128 the whole number received during the year, was 49 discharg-
ed, pardoned and escaped, 40 ; and it will be observed, by referring
to the annual reposts for the four past years, that the numbers has not
materially increased, in that space of time. 'The causes existing for
this, we do not pretend to account for, as a contrary result might be
supposed to follow, from the fact that ours is a new State, and con-
stantly increasing in population.

There are now in confi t ten, under
boys, two of whom are less than fifteen, and the other about sixteen
years of age. The boys are naturally bright and active, and they are
placed in one of the shops, where they will be able to acquire a
knowledge of some useful mechanical trade ; also the improvernent of
their minds and morals, is made a subject of attention by the chap-
lain, and as far as the conveniences of the place affords. There is

of larceny, three

also a girl, less than fifteen years of age, under a sentence of five
years for a like offence, who was sent from Wayne county in October

Jast. There being no separate female prison, it is necessary to keep
this girl confined in a small room all of the time.

The bistory of the past four years, has taught us many valuable les-
sons on the subject of prison discipline, and it now scems 10 _be the
united testimony of those having charge of our penitentiaries, that
the substitution, to a great extent, of moral suasion and mild treat-
ment in the place of brute force and corporeal punishment has in
nearly all cases, produced the happiest results.

It is, with us, a confirmed conviction that order and discipline may,
in general, be secured by mild treatment and correct moral instruc-
tion, while at the same time, the opposite course is well caleulated to
defeat one of the main objects for which penitentiaries are instituted,
to wit : the improvement of the moral condition of the convict.

LEWIS BASCOM,

JOSEPH B. PIERCE,

GILES BLOOMFIELD,
Inspectors of the State Prison.
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Agenf’s Report.

There has been added to the building, during the past year, about
2,500 cubic feet of stone wall, consisting of cut and hammer dressed
work, mostly laid upon the East and North sides, also the heavy sills
and posts, which form the first floor above the basement, have been
placed, and the entire walls secured from the weather.

The manufacture of woolen goods, has ‘becn abandoned by the
contractor in that branch,and the labor of the men applied upon other
objects, consequently the machinery belonging to the state, was found
to be of no practical use in the prison, and with your advice and
counsel it was disposed of upon as advantageous terms to the state
as could be obtained.

The supplies have been furnished for the past year by contract at
6} cents per daily ration, and a new contract has been entered into
for the year commencing with the first of this month, at 6 cents and
7 mills per Gaily rations, which was the most advantageous bid that
could be obtained under the advertisement.

Among the conviets, a spirit of industry and quiet submission to
the rules and regulations has generally been manifested,and very few
instances of insubordination, requiricg more than a mild punishment,
bave occurred, and in fact, such cases have been, for some time past,
gradually diminishing.

J. H. TITUS,
Agent of the State Prison.

Reccipts and Expenditures for the year ending November 30th. 1848.
Balance on hand, November 30th, 1847,...c..cvtve $368 61
Cash Received.
e $7,196 T4
Contractors for labor,. ..o uveen.... 8,934 58
Uniicd States, support of convicts,.. 392 60
Convicts, on deposite;..aeeues.nes 56 29
Sundry persons, rent, tailoring ac-
articles sold, &C.yevnevenenannn.
Visitors, coveveeevans

From state treasury,..

266 45
239 91

Total recelptsy.veeveesiene s
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Cash Ezpended.

Salaries of officers and keepers,.......... $5,302 53

do guards,. .
Rations, eoaeesvenen
Clothing and bedding,.....
Wood,ioeevvescnnseranss
Hospital,. ...
Discharged convicts,.... ..
Convicts’ deposites;....s. . .
Sheriffs’ expenses, (to April lst,) FRTPPPRNN 234 ¢
Pursuing fugitives,sse e cienivisvienienns 79
Agent’s travelling expenses,.....vvennn. 356
Prison library, . oo veeeiireiinenneans 102
Qats and hay,..veeevrrernnranienennes 64
Building and repairs,. oo .vieieaeoee.. 2,862
Miscellaneous accounts,..oe.veecavsvnes 536

Total expenditures,...... $17,350 23
Balance on hand, November 30, 1848,.... 104 95

$17455 18

Statement of the earnings of convicts, for the year ending November
3017, 1848.
For Contractors.
Days. Per doy. Amount.
Manufacturing farming tools, cooper-
NZy &Cugevnrcnnevnnnnn cennse. 16,776 34}c
do do  do . 2371 20
Wagon making,......oeuvnesnn.. 62183 35
do 154} 25
do 3691 20
Shoemaking,..ueevevssveerennaans 1682 40
do feeeaeseaaans 818 31
do 1633 25
do 916 20
do 3063 15

$5,121 20

2,290 95

1,195 2

Total number of days and amount on
CONETATESy v ave v nvaonennnnns 27,620§ $8,607 39
——= ———

Average price per day, 31 15-100 cents.
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For the State.
Days.  Per day. Amount,
Prison buildipgs, ertesesacienane 786  50c. $393 00
1,012 5 506 00
1,084 542 00
Grading yardy, .vevuueannn 527 37} 197 03
Stocking Joom,.....iee il . 53 26 50
Cutting stone, ..ovievaniieiia.n 100 % 00
Barber,....... . 313 5 156 50
‘Wash room, kitchen, prison hall, wood
cutting, &Cuyuvveiinenennannen. 4,135
Lost by sickness, weather, old
age, &Cuyurvnnranians e 2,180
Solitary confinement,........ 458

1,033 75

$11,537 77

Total earnings,. ..o eeeuurnnens.
Average number of convicts, 125}.

Statement of the number of convicts received, discharged, &c., during
the year ending November 30th, 1848.
Number in prison, Nov. 30, 147,. ... iieeiienvnns 119
o received during year ending Nov, 30, 1848, 49

o discharged by pardon, ....vieiianaian 15
do  expiration of sentence,..... 21
escaped, voveiiveans . 4

Remaining in prison Nov. 30, 1848, ... coiivnennnn. cer

Employment.

For contractors, man’ng farming tools, cooper’g, &e.,
shoe making, ........coieiinals
wagon making, ......

Total employed on contructs for the State.
Barber, 1—tailors,4,...... ... .
Cutting stone, 2—teamsters, 2, «vueveesveunvaen.
Hospital, 1-—carpenters, 2, «.evveve eee...
Prison buildings, 5—stone quarry,5,.... .
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Washroom, 2—kitchen, 3,.....coevueniiaenn
Prison hall, 1—solitary confinement, 3,. cees
Aged and infirm, (unemployed,) ..oviieiiieen

Totaly. covrvavnversneneass

White males, oo vvetsessasessercnassooroanns
White females,. ..o cvvenriranescnseaassionnan.
Colored males,.couveesiansraseresncecacaanans

Totalyeeosrvssivenerrnnanscsnsesaraonces

Statement of the number of convicts received into prison, the crimes of
whick they were convicted, and the counties in which they were sen-
tenced, during the year ending Nov. 30¢h, 1848.

Larceny; . euveeesvonsneseractosinarencsnses
Having in possession and uitering counterfeit notes,.
Larceny, aiding felony, and receiving stolen property,
Assault, with intent to commit rape, ...ecaeniee
Burglary and larceny, ...sveevee
Robbery,..ovvunrinseieneenannns

Receiving stolen goods,..coveevvreess

Murder, 1st degree,'. .

Murder, 2d degree,.

Perjury, oovivnnn

Aiding prisoner to escape,. .

Rape, .oovviinianainns

Burning hay stacks, .....oovniaeint

Assau]t and battery, with atlempt to commit murder,

w
1_,........;,-,;.»-»—-:@59-530

Totalycivrerneneirenesrnnrneinasssaecens

Jackson, vovenen

St. Joseph,..

Wayne,'. ...
Washtenaw,. .covvveeve
Oakland,. .

Livingston,. ....

513

Berrien, .
Cass, vea
Lenawee, . .
Van Buren, ...

Totaly e aevmeeneronsossasanensnonsvansas

Sentences of the above.
For 6 months,......
1 year, .
2 yearsy,. ..o ..
2} years, sieve.eeann
3 years, .....
3% yearsy ..., ..
4 years, ..eeaveuan.
5 years; s.uiananenas
6 years, cievnenenanen
7 yearsy c.ee..
10 years; ...,
14 years, ....
Tor life, veennveenns

Totaly coeeeieaeiiiniien aieireanaas

Amount paid officers and keepers,.......... $5,302 52
Amount paid guards,....... ceee 2,926 40

Total, . vuiveeieneiianiiennaee..e $8,228 82
e
Physician’s Report.

“The charge of this department was assumed by me on the first day
of May last, at which time little or no sickness existed, of a dan-
‘gerous character, but numerous complaints were preferred daily by
a large number of convicts, who seemed much alarmed at the slight-
est pain er unnatural feeling, and of course came to the hospital for
relief. Asa practice of medicating for every trivial complaint, al-
ways appeared ufterly absurd to my views of the principles and
practice of medicine, I commenced disabusing the minds of all such
convicts who applied for a course of medicine as an immediate resto-
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ration for their slightly unpleasant complamts, by lnfi!:;%m“::}
that in a mwajority of all diseases, nalure was the gr;a'L p! zvnhou; -
as a general thing, eradicated all ordinary difficulties,
ificial aid. ) i
leaIS:, s::;ﬁ;z]o:t‘l place, to be alw‘gys saturating the syst:i‘ns r r:;hp[:‘ei
ical agents for every pain experienced, was ha tp)retu::\en \i;*e. ey
cious practice, and endangered not on}y healt 5 ‘Jf O one. n-
ted frankly, that T was not in the hablt-of medica n‘g e e
fess I saw disease ravaging and destroying ot @ muc 1-.mt< wer\e ton
than medical agents were wont to do. }AXll such COn;‘lC ‘, e
a simple diet, and a few days, and sometimes hours, heale:
adies, and they returned to their da?l?' employmcnﬁ. e been gt
In strictly adhering to this practice, the h.ofpnah %ar O the
nearly vacant, during the whole of my supervision U usl ,’n] pa.
exceptiop of the month of Septem.ber, \'Nhen OL: (;l;::mwéw oy
prevail almost like epidemics Durm;?r this mont e s
severe cases of remittent and imem‘n:tent Si')e:;rr: aw]e‘:nch L el
ive state of the whole circulatory systeft,
:E:nglesq:zte obstinate to subdue, but prompt and rigid treatment SOOR
rcame the most complicated cases. ) .
ovfl‘here have been but few accidents, and no deaths ddur;xg ﬂi\: :t\%}:t
smonths that T have had charge of this department, an 1 . ere
present time, 2 general state of 1{%1(}1 tm}:;)'n;gl t‘;leb;or}: em::.e o, which
i er salutary practice estabhshe  agent,
novlsll:;;)et ‘:ﬂzn:(::tributed xZufh to the health of the prisoners—T re-

fer to bathing. 1. B. SAFFORD.,

venienc ing

From the want of a suitable office, and convenience of meeti g
ave s uni-

the convicts in private, 1 have not been able to have such comm !
T have, however, atternpted to
1 have frequently

cations with them as is desirable. )
remedy this disadvantage, as far as practicable.

- - % ‘spent much time with them at the door of their cells, after they were

i

locked in at night. For some time, 1 daily took.this manner to c:::;

verse with them and exchange their books ; taking 2 certal.n por o
\ of the cells for each evening’s visit. After some tune of'tnnl in o
‘ i lan of having each convict leave his
i way, I adopted a less laborious plal g e
! ook near the door of his cell, when he wished }o exchang! ;um
/ charge the books t2 the readers, and give them credit on their rle o

The library contains many juvenile books that are almost usle!
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the prisoners. I should not say almost buv quite useless, if it were
not that there are children among the convicts. If fhis prison is to
be a refuge for children, as seems now to be the case, these juvenile
books may, many of them be useful.

In order to converse with the convicts when not at labor, I fre-
quently remain some time in prison with them during the long eve-
nings. I have cultivated an acquaintance- with every convict ; have
endeavored to learn their characters, that I may adapt private in-
struction to each one, and that my public discourses may also have
an acknowledged application.

Undoubtedly erroneous views and feelings exist, with respect to
convicts in a prison. Some seem to think that they can see in every
one who wears a prisoner’s garb, the countenance of a reprobate ; a
hardened villian—an artful hypocrite—or at the best, one who should
not be acknowledged as a “man and a brother’’ But, in the lan-
guage of wmy predecesser, I can say. “ 1 extend fo them a brother’s
hand.”

I believe there are men here who have been arrested in a mad ca-
reer of wickedness, and by the salutary influence of human law,

have been benefited, so that we have good reason to hope they will

be orderly citizens in future. There are men here who have been
guilty, but are now penitent ; men whose hearts appear to be fixed
that they will do their duty. Repentance seems to be written there.
In the solitude of the cell, in painful regrets for the past, and some-
times bitter sorrows too, there is a joy, that is to say the least, one
of the greatest the sinner can experience, springing up in the midstof
all his regrets and sorrows : that is, the joy of Repentance.

Of the 145 males in this prison nearly all can read ; some are
well educated, but generally, their education is very limited.
ty are learning, or have been taught here,
lish, and have not submitted to be taught.

Twen-
Seven can not read Eng-

Of these seven, one is a
Hollander, and reads his native language ; one a German, and has a

German education ; two, are French ; one, an Irishman; and two,
negroes.

Respectfully submitted,

H. N. STRONG,
Chaplain.
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Annual report of the Wurden of the Indiuna State Prison for 1848.
There were in the prison on the 30th day of November, 1847, 12:
There have been received since by conviction, . . vesn

A fugitive re-taken,. oo ooveonneneness

195

T T AR

There have been discharged by expiration of sentence;. .. ?;2
by pardon,. PPN

by death,.. feieeseese D

by order of the Sup. Court,. 55

Leaving in the prison at this time, . coveessess ) ljo
being an increase of eight since my last report. Whe\h;\' th}ionl;n:
cates an increase of crime in our State, or whether ltv may Oefac o
ed for by other causes, T leave it to others to det‘erm:nei‘ ) &2 o
1 am certain, that a large portion of those convicted nurl;ng am}; .
year, are transient persons not residents of our S@te. rom .iE
ihe citizens of our own State, there htis b.een no mcre;:etoro ;(;i:l o
tions; and it will be found upon examination, that tlhe S a“e Indi
na has a less number of conviets in her State penal msntuaznl,l :an
portion to her population, than any other State west of the Alleghany

i st eighty per cent. .
mo::t?:sﬁsz ?1: ;B:isongersyhzve been well c.lotlxeti during 1(1:; pazz
year; individual instances sometimes h'(\p‘pe.n in which the cdo ;:EPS
not exactly the thing it should be, but this is b'ut seldom, al;‘ ge“d
not oftener than happens in every other esta.abhshment of the kis .lhe

The diet of the prisoners, among them, is of all other cau‘s‘es, e
most liable to be a source of compla'm-t, f‘or at best, wher; \neﬂ:‘m]_
attention is paid to this subject, their diet is but coarse, :m'f i et
culated to pamper the appetite. Cut off from the gratifical oy
every sensual enjoyment or passion, ar}d they are not1 ment ;1e mﬁi
who have ever ﬂaced any great restraint upon themse ves, 1% o
fication of the appetite for food, appears to be almost their only

AV . . . 1
joyment; hence their many complaints in relation to its quality an
5
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quantity; yet great care should be had that their diet should be whole-
some and suitable to their condition, and of sufficient quantity to sus-
tain their physical energies in health and vigor. In this prison we
have no weights and measures by which the appetites and wants of
the prisoners are guaged. We have but little fear that men will sur-
feit themselves with gluttony, with the coarse, substantial diet with
which they are fed. 'The food consists of, at breakfast, corn bread,
boiled bacon and rye coffee; at dinner, corn bread, boiled bacon, and
either potatoes or beans; if beans, they have soup. During the sum-
mer they have fresh beef soup twice or three times per week, with
various garden vegetables, lettuce, onions and tomatoes, with vinegar
and pepper. These two meals are ealen ata common table, with
dishes, knives and forks. For supper they have nothing but bread
and water, which is eaten in their cells.

If T had any amendment to suggest, it would be a more abundant
supply of vegetables and fresh meat diet, during the summer and mush
and molasses, in lieu of bread, for supper; the latter, however is a
mere matter of opinion of my own, and might upon experiment, prove
to be not beneficial. Hospital patients are supplied with a separate
diet suitable to their condition.

They are lodged at night, each one to himself in his cell. They are
provided with a straw tick and pillow, and covering suitable to the
season; I know of no improvement that could be made in this de-
partment. Each cell is supplied with a night tub and a water buck-
et, with fresh water every evening.

The prisoners are shaved once a week, and on Saturday evening

they are marched, one division at a time to the wash house, where

. . . . >
they are required to strip and wash their bodies, neck, arms, feet and \:‘/

legs, with clean water and soap, and wipe themselves dry and put on
a clean shirt,* deeming cleanliness to be all important as a preserva-
tive of health. There is no bathing apparatus connected with the
prison, but in my opinion its importance as a therapeutic agent, would
fully justify the small expense that it would require to establish a bath
house. I have discarded the barbarous practice, which had ever been
inuse in this prison, of sliv'mg their heads, as wholly unnecessary
and often injurious to health.

In the administration of the police of the prison, I have ever en-
deavored to te it with fi , yet with feelings of kindness

* Worthy of more general imitation.

b

5
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and humanity, treating the prisoners as human beings, possessed of
all the attributes of common humanity, capable of reasoning, com-
paring and judging, and not totally insensible to all appeals to their
better natures, and the universal laws of sympathy and love. I am
satisfied, from over two years’ experience of my own, and from the
recorded testimony of prison officers, who from long years of ex-
perience have bad far better means of testing the principles than my-
self, that this mode uf treatment will succeed, by being persevered
in, in almost every instance. True, obedience may be secured, and a

compliance with the rules of the prison enforced, by means of those
terrible appliances that crush the moral energies, and subdue the
powers of resistance by physical suffering. But alas! what has be-
come of the man, that was made in the image of his God 7 So soon
as that weight of physical suffering and oppression is removed, he
expands into a demon in human form, prepared for the execution of

every crime which makes the heart sick! Every vestige of good bas
been tortured from his soul, and he stands forth like the riven oak,by
Heaven’s dread thunderbolt, a blackened and unsightly thing, with
not a leaf or a branch to give it comeliness, no sympathies, no feelings
in common with his race, his only tie to humanity is his external
lineaments in which his God has made him. In proof of the posi-
tion here advanced, only for a moment remember back fora few years,
when the idea of governing a prisou by moral means had scarcely
entered into the heart of man ; when a prisoner was looked upon as
an untameable wild beast, that could only be governed by physical
force, their heads shaved, and they shackled down with heavy balls
and chains, guards stationed in every part of the prison with ready
muskets and bayonets, and yet insurrections, mutiny and murder,
Were cOmmon Occurrences.

Thus far in my report I have treated the question of the possibility
of a convict being reformed as a conceded point—one that is settled
in religion and ethics. This is the case in sorae States, and has long
been acted upon in the government of their prisons, and experience
has fully sustained them in their position, which can be shown from
their reports. Yet there are many in this community, who deny the
possibility of effecting any good by moral means in our prison 3 others,
again, from a want of proper investigation, have fallen into the
opinion, from hearing it expressed by others, and from the fact that
little or no good ever has been effected in our prison towards refor-
mation, simply because no attempt has ever been made,
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It is a curious question in mental philosophy, how far a man’s be-

tief will be affected by his interest, and yet he be perfectly honest in .~

that be]ie}t. Meake it my interest that every convict imprisoned for
thg next ten years should, immediately after discharged, be re-com-
fmtted,‘by which means I might build up a colossal fortun’e my opin-
ions might be materially changed from what they are now . ang nfore;
es-pecia“y if this powerful interest had been brought to bea’t upon m
m}nd before I had formed any decided opinions upon the sub'e};t a g
still I might be as honest in those opinions as I am in these IJnovz’ el:l
tertain.  But the question comes up, and it is one that is frequentl ,
asked, can these men be reformed? 1 answer the question. i yes. i
thousand ti es; theyrg‘z_x_r}_‘be ygfqrq{‘eti. Did I not Beliez;’g th:t_
b hould cert cg’ ask that there be no limit to imprisonment, for if it’
beane bL fy] nsequence thfat a man once being convicted must
e afelon at heart, with no hopes of repentance or chan;
would not a just regard for the interest of society require that he gl?,
foreverAbarred from a repetition of his offence against communit. 'e- ;
would it not still be better to return to those times when « meny\\;eor
stoned.—were sawn asunder—were slain with the sword—wandererg
about in sheep and goat skins, being destitute, afilicted, tormented 3
and the sooner the world becomes converted into a vasi scaffold, s .
rounded by guards, and crowded by executioners and victims, tb, ;"»
ter: Why all this expense of providing for the criminal lhat’ hee -
be Tmprlsoned for a few years, and then again be turne’d loose umay
society, a prey upon the innocent and unsuspecting ? or is he tcf)gn
delerred. from the repetition of his offence by the vengeance of he
law, w}?lch liardens his heart, stupifies his moral sengibililie: atn:;
arms within him all the baser passions of his nature. Four tho;s' d
years e?(perience has proven that vengeance and cruelty will not v
vent crime. The history of the whole race of man, down throﬁrel;
long: ages pust, written in characters of blood, exer:\pliﬁes the t gth
0( this assertion. In England, when the penalty was death to on
mit the smallest larceny, crime was as often committed as now. ‘30‘;“
that State, where cropping, branding, the whipping post, and th;: aln-
]o.ws, are the penalties inflicted for larceny, there is mor,e crim .
mitted than where the penitentiary mode of punist ortod
to.

4 itent is resorted
Our army regulations inflict death as the penalty for desertion
4

K;t it did not deter hundreds from deserting during the war with
. &laxlco, perhaps none, that would have deserted had there been no pe-
alty at all. If man cannot be deterred from the commission of
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crime by visiting him with the most terrible penalties, how can it be
prevented ? The answer, if my position be true, is by reclaiming the
wandering and erring children of men, by moral training ; done in
mildness and christian love.

‘What moral obstacle interposes between them and the path of vir-
tue? We know that society is flooded with crimes that escape legal
conviction, or for which there is no legal punishment, and why may
not the solitary couch and the lonely cell, witness repentance as true,
as the consecrated altar, accorzpanied by the most solemn and appro-
priate services of refigion 7 or doesthe judgment of a court, like the
curse of excommunication of the See of Rome, forever cut off its
victim from repentance and hope ? They are, many of them, young
in years, and have been betrayed into crime in moments of strong
temptation and unwatchfulness, and often in direct contradiction te
the precepts and conduct of former life. Want, poverty, and the
force of circumstances, frequently mnduce departures from the path of
rectitude, and are among

¢ The thousaud paths that slope the way to crime.”

Let justice as well as mercy plead for them. If a man stumble and
fall, must he forever after lick the dust ? Though he lose himself in
a dark and tangled wilderness, let him not cast himself upon the cold
hard earth in despair, but let him look aloft to Heaven’s light, by
which to seek his path igain. Surely, one fall, one wandering from
the right path, cannot crush all the deep energies of the soul, totally
destroy the warm affections of a loving heart, and paralyse the vic-
tims that no help can succor or save. No, no! strong resolve, true
courage, and loyalty to one’s self and Heaven, will subdue circum-
stances ; and though many, very many, discouraging circumstances
will have to be overcome—glances of contempt, and words of re-
proach, may often wound and discourage—many, aye, more, cheering
looks, and helping hands, and loving hearts, will encourage and sus-
tain.

WILLIAM LEE, Warden-

1
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Table No. .1, showing the number of Reports by the subordinate offi-
cers against the convicls for offences, and the number, kind, and
amount of puliskments inflicted by the Warden during the past year.

Punishments by stripes,....iiieiiia.. ... 109

By celling up on bread and water,. . cee
Reprimands, and let off on Promise;.....vusuny.,.

Whole number of Reports,......,....o........ 212

165
120
179
270
117

Whole number of stripes inflicted,............ . 851

TableA No. 2, showing the number of prisoners in the Indiana State
Prison on the 30tk November of each year since its estublishment,
T/ze' number received for each year, also, the number discharged bg:l
expiration of sentence, by pardon, by death, by escape, and by rever-
sal of judgment by Supreme Court.

No.prison’s, rec’d  disch’d.

1892 . : 8 purdd.  died.  eseap’d. by Sp'e courr
1823 4 3 . : » . .
1824 17 18 3 'i i .
1825 31 27 12 1 . . .
1826 48 40 17 4 . ' 2 -
1827 38 18 24 3 .. ] .
1828 33 21 17 3 5 .
1829 42 27 10 3 3 i
1830 35 20 16 4 6

1831 46 32 10 10 . =
1832 b4 31 12 9 .
1833 65 31 10 4

1834 61 25 14 4
1835 55 31 22 12
1836 67 35 12 6
1837 61 35 15 3
1838 49 25 20 13
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50 12
51 20
66 10
42 30
43 27
60 30
63 26
58 18
59 34
63 33 .

975 460 78

Tuble No. 4, showing the length of sentence in this Prison.
For 36 years,
21

R R I T SRR I )
I
S
DWW W e

Table No. 3, showing the crimes for which the convicts were sent to this 6

Prison. mo.
9 mo.
For grand 1arcenys.cceuveesveensencuseiennaane

Ppetit Jarceny, .o eve cuveriniaiiieniienane

assault and battery with intent to murder,. Tifeyes i envarnnnnnann
B T R R X
ATSOMyeeas vaessnnnsrnsnassmassnssnnanesans 140

assault and battery to commit rape,. c.eecveen s

accessory t0 arsony..eeceen eoreens EECE Tuble No. b, showing the ages of the convicts at the time of their con-

FAPE) s esvnnscsssonstaensosnssensss viction.

forgery,....

burglary and assault and battery to commit murder,
Burglary, *t ceeseeseiotaitaeiesaeeanas
having counterfeit money in possession,........

Under 20 years,....... .17
From 20 to 30 years,.. 66
From 30 to 40 years,.. .. 30
From 40 to 50 years,..

receiving stolen goods,....... R From 50 to 60 years,.....

ANCESt e vesvnevocsananssasasosarrsaataans

Over B0,0uieieiiiseieinseieiesanneanonnensns

administering poison to commit murder,... ...,

grand larceny and perjury;.ceeceicieisienens 140

manslaughter, coveveeeieisiateiiraiaisaiene
burglary and larceny, Cereeeasaaiaas
murder. .. ‘oo

Kidnapping, .o eeeeescrosirieinanaiasiiecnae
grand larceny and attempt to commit rape;.... ..

Table No. 6, showing the grades of Education of the convicts
Who have no education,..... eeereneieeee 27
Who can read only,..coviniineaninannns ce.. 20
Who can read and write,.coiiivniineiieiie... 56
Who have a good English education,.............. 6

grand larceny and attempt to commit murder, .. .
Who have classicaly . vuviuvenrerenenernnionanns

-
@
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Tuable No. ¥, showing their habits of life, reported by themselves.

50
40

IDtempPerate, .o vosonaresnseonssssss
Moderate drinkersye..eosecessase

Tuble No. 8, showing their social relations.

Married,. coes, sore sceses
Singley oo conseeesaes
WWIdOWerS, « s snsnarssncsscvess

Table No. 9, showing their race and sexs

White males,. soeeoevoancss

White females.eeseeesssnsonsssessercr
Blaek males, .

Mulatto males, .. .

Table No. 10, showing the number of convictions of the convicts.

122
123 of which were in other prisons-

Flirst time,. ceosseveescses
Second time,. coaeseescons
Third time, ceeeveer
Fourth time, coveesve
Fifth time, «evveeve-

Sixth time, oo caseoesnes 1—All in this prison.

Table No. 11, showing the nature of the offence.

Offences against Propertys-«sscessvvesrasvesrenss
Offences against Persons;...usessesesvenenensesse

No. 243.]

Table No. 12, showing the nativity rf the convicts.

New-York, cveevvencensnansnnes
Kentucky, coveveenienncnniannenes
Indiana, ...ovveeveieneeninnenae
North Carolina, .

THinoisysees vuue

Connecticut,

Alabama, ..

Ohioy ...

Maryland, .

Delaware,. ...

Virginia, ... .v0.

Tennessee, ... .

Pennsylvania, ...vieviiiieiiiiiinenees

-
O

-

France,.eeceveaasscesecisecnenssenrans
Ireland, ..

England, .

Germany, ....

Massachusetts, ..o«

Maine, coveerranns

Vermont, coeeveeeeresiinsinnsienssessconnsnss
Louisiana,.

Arkansas, ...

lu..u.-‘wps-wwm

-
>
<o

I

Table No. 13, showing the counties from which the convicts were sent.

Posey,eean it i e

Jefferson, .vovveeenas e -
Duboisy.eeu.nne

Fayette, .........

CasS,.vvnneennoeraenns
Vanderburg,.vvevie i ieee i eiirinnenenene b
Miami, .. tiaectesacnessenaaranas
Noble, covevrivireniirnanans

S A R T LR T
Umon,.......

Whitley, coue venviiiennane,
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Dearborn, ..o vvee e ceeee 3 3 Allen, ... ...
Vigo, ceeenocenennns
Jennings, .oeininnt
Floyd, +.cuvsne

Martin, couv ouunsn
Marshall, c.ov civeiiiiiiiiiiiniaeniens

Physician’s Report.
Daviess, ... . reererieseaneean
Carroll,....
Elkhart, ... .
Crawford,.
Monroe, «oeanes

The Physician to the Indiana State Prison submits the following
statements, showing the number of patients admitted to the hospital,
the number of days lost, and the deaths which occurred from the first
day of December, 1846, to the 30th of November, 1847. Also the
number of patients admitted, the days lost, and the deaths which
have occurred during the past year, ending this day.

Gibson,. ... ..
Randolph, .
Adams, .. oeee s Months. of p’:gents, omagghse. of desins
December, .ooeuvin it iiiiiiin e, 30 162

January, ... teerstienaaees 29 235
February,.eeiiiieiiiniiniiieinneae. T 31

March, ... . 40 233

Aprily cove it e .. 48 352

354

Montgomery, .
Jacksony coveveen
St. Joseph,...e.uee

Perry,eeaeeesscinsenenns
Wayne, .oosvenenearenes
Clark, .ovvvievinenionenn

Wellsyeeenevnsannans

P -
AUgUSt, cereee ciiriie i i e
Septembery . vvuiieriieriiiiiieniiana
October, . .

November, ....

Washington, ..eeveeeveesn

Parke, covernrennrsrienitasceanines
Bartholomew, +.ecvceesens

Marion, cvee veennes

Orange, cove voesseceasacaanines

OhiO, vevs veetneseasnssonansscasnens
TIppPecanoe, «ees sessssnsnaesassssosenen
LAWIeNnce, cove covecraecnsssrsssnennce
Switzerland, oo vveeiinaiiian

Tabular statement of the number of patients admitted into the hospital,
Delaware,.coeceessesecannsens

the number of days lost in each month, and the deaths from the lst
day of December, 1847, the 30th of November, 1848.
Hancock, cveeveesvesnnn annes

Ripley, covee vensvriniacniones

Harrison, .oee sees seeeenn cens

No. No. No.

Months. of patients. of dayslost. of deaths
December, . ... . 23 227 1

24 17

35 165

27 132

17

24 89
D PSPPI | 124

Fulton, «ove voeevrencacsnn

Vermillion, coeeveesesaserssceses
Laporte, secresssrnnennaeas onen
Wabash, ccevinneionnsnencanniees

Grant,. coveosscnecssetasesaosacosencsnns

6
1
8
1
3
7
1
2
1
2
2
3
2
1
2
3
1
: J

POrter, sove voasacssnenns .4 UNEy vuesiunnvanncnnnen 34
2
2
3
4
6
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

Warricky cave sees sesecsnenseronsanssensanans
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July, coeinedinneriietiiaiiiiannnees
Augusty coveiianieieeaais
September, .. ..iiiiiiiiaiens
OcCtoberyes sorvesrnensosesannnsanestes
November,. . coverenasscacessasenscs

1390

The first table shows the number of patients admitted into the
hospital during the last year of our occupancy of the old prison. The
second table for the past year at the new prison.

It will be perceived that there has been less admissions into the
hospital, fewer days lost by sickness the past year than the year pre-
vious, although there has been an increase in the number of convicts.

This may be accounted for in the facilities which the new prison
affords for the health and comfort of the convicts.

Comparing the hospital statistics of other prisons with ours, we
have still to report a larger number of admissions, and of time lost
in the hospital, which seems to admit of local causes operating to our
disadvantage. The location of the new prison I have never deemed
a healthy one; situated in the vicinity of the Falls, 2 humid atmos-
phere swrrounds it during the spring and fall which engenders disease.

This observation is made from the fact that T have found that the
fresh convict soon finds his way into the hospital with diseases of an
intermittent character, consequent upon the locality, thereby, as it
were, passing through an acclimation ; andif, as is often the case, the
constitution is impaired by bad habits, it goes hard with him ; still the
diseases are not generally of a fatal character, and yield readily to
remedial means.

There has been, as will be perceived, five deaths during the past
year. The first was that of a convict who contracted his disease in
the old prison,a case of long standing. The second was also a chronic
case of an old inebriate, who came in with a constitution impaired and
broken down., The third was the case of Houck, who died very sud-
denly, and from some circumstances which transpired, which did not
come to light until his death, I bave every reason to suppose he com-
mitted suicide by poison. He was sent for life, was only here about
three months, and appeared melancholy during the whole period of
his confinement. The fourth was a case of pneumonia in an old man,
predisposed to the disease. The last death was a case of hemiplegiz;
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or paralysis of half the body, which resisted the usual remedies’em
ployed, and is always to be considered a fatal disease.

‘W, F. COLLUM.

Chaplain’s report. .

The chaplain of the penitentiary takes this opportunity to report
that he has officiated regularly every Sabbath day since the first Sun-
day of September, and that the convicts have apparently manifested
mterest in the services performed.

The good which may be accomplished will not be fully known be-
fore that day when the secrets of all hearts shall be brought to light;
and while 15 or 20 profess penitence for their sins, he is not prepared
to express an opinion as to their sincerity, his intercourse with them
being very limited.

The suggestions bearing upon the elevation of their religious char-
acter are these, that there should be an adequate supply of the Holy
Scriptures, of well selected religious books and tracts, and a room
fitted up in an appropriate style for a chapel, to be used only in divine
worship. Respectfully,

CHARLES H. PAGE, Chaplain.

KENTUCKY.

e
Annual Report of the Keeper of the Penitentiary.

Having had some experience in prison discipline, prior to my en-
tering upon the arduous duties of my present station, I determined,
as far as possible, to resort to a mild, gentle, and persuasive course,
taking care to set, and have set, before the prisoners, an example of
morality and uprightness, such as would bear their closest scrutiny ;
believing that a more salutary influence might be exerted over the
minds of the prisoners by such a course, than could be done by one
of an unfeeling and rigid character, such as had been the practice in
some of our prisons in by-gone days. Men may be driven to despe-
ration, but scarcely ever to reformation ; they may be persuaded, by
precept and example, to be better men, but no where have we heard
of their being driven to it. Have we not seen even the furious tiget
lick the hand that fed him, and the most dangerous animals domestk
cated by a continual course of kind treatment, and skiliful manage

ment? It is true, that a judicious and well regulated discipline mug
| Assembly, No. 243.| 34
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be adhered to ; but, in its every feature, it must bear the impress of
justice, equality, and sound reason. And T have been extremely
careful not to enforee a rule that T could not give the clearest reason
for the propriety of, and which had not for its object the advance-
ment of the best interests of the inmates of this institution ; and I
take pleasure in saying, that from such a course. 1 have more than
realized my every expectation. When the prisoner first enters the
institution, then is the tim2 above all others to make an appeal to
his feelings and judgment, and to arouse in him his powers of reflec-
tion. He enters, 'tis true, disheartened, disconsolate, disgraced.
Then, if you abuse him, deal unjustly with him, or oppress him, yon
make a demon of him. While, on the other hand, if you will tell
him, and labor to make him sensible of the truth of your assertion,
that you are his friend as well as his keeper, and that you feel deeply
for his situation, and desire his well being, while in all your course
towards him you Jabor to induce him to turn that into 5 blessing
which of all others he conceives to be the greatest curse that has ever
befallen him, you will have made some advance towards gaining his
confidence. Having gained that, it will not be so difficult to persuade
him that it is in his power to turn that into a great blessing which he
esteemed his greatest misfortune, you muy then inspire him with a
determination to reform bis life, and be a better man, by calling his
attention to the fact, that it is written * the way of the transgressor is
hard ; that he that stiffeneth his neck against reproof, shall suddenly
be destroyed, and that without remedy ;” and that the tendency of
his course is to eternal ruin.  Ask him what he has gained by doing
wrong, and what he has lost by not doing right? Labor to point out
to him the path of rectitude, not only by precept, but also by exam-
ple. Tmpress him with the truth, that the same blood which runs
_through his veins runs also through yours. Tell him he is your fel
Jow, and, therefore, you feel interested for him. Tell him, that while
he is accountable for his conduct as a prisoner, that the law holds
you accountable also as his keeper, and that a Just God holds both
accountable, both keeper and prisoner. Tell him that while itis
made your duty, as the officer of the law, to keep him confined in
prison, that the law no where forbids your sympathising with him
Tell him, that you do sympathise with him, while you urge upon him
the importance of cheering up his spirits, and forming the noble reso-
lution that he will reform his life, and turn from the folly of his ways.
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Tell him, as a reason for this advice, that peace and true happiness
can be found no where but in the paths of rectitude.

These, gentlemen, are some of the principles by which I have been
governed, and in my humble judgment they have worked well. I
declare to you that I have scarcely met with one entirely hopeless
case in the past four or five years. The most difficult cases are those
of despairing recklessness ; and how, I ask, are those, the greatest of
difficulties, to be overcome? I answer, first by begetting in them
hope. This happy work is begun, first, by inspiring them with a be-
lief that at the hands of their keeper they may expect justice, and
that in him, at lcast, they have a friend. The convicted, imprisoned
man, est himself cont: d.and d d of all men. He looks
upon the family of man generally, as his enemies.

A poor, miserable being, came to this prison some time last season,
\.vho determined to do some desperate deed by which his own destruc-
tion should be brought about. He was a man of about fifty years of
age, who had for a long time indulged in the too free use of ardent
spirits, ’till not only the peace of his family and friends were mea-
surably destroyed, but, under its .influence, he had been led to the
commission of a high crime, and was convicted, sentenced, and
brought to this prison. While on his way here, he declared to the
sheriff; in whose custody he was, that he would kill the keeper and
thereby insure his own execution.

These facts were promptly made known to me by the sheriff on
his arrival, and I took the case immediately in hand, and I now have
the pleasure of saying that he has received not a stripe nor any thing
of the sort, save some close lecturesand feeling advice. This man, I
am constrained 1o believe, could now hardly consent to become the
murderer of one whom he esteems his best friend, and from whom he
looks for friendship such as he can expect at the hands of no other.
T ask what was the object in founding an institution like this? No
doubt its founders roust have had in view the punishment of crime,
and as an example to others, to deter them from the commission of a
like offence, and the same individual from the commission of another.
But ¥ trust, and will even dare affirm, that they had another object in
view, a higher and more noble one, viz : the reformation of the cri-
n.iinal, And who does not know, that affliction sometimes, yea, often-
tllmes, is productive of the best of results ; as in the case of the pro-
digal son, who, it seems, never came to himself till sheer necessity,
and the fear of death, by starvation, drove him to reflect.
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Many, I find, have become the unfortunate inmates of this house
of correction, who at one time could have scarcely conceived such a
thing ; but here they are, and their friends know by sad experience
bow to appreciate a well regulated discipline ; the great lever, or ra-
ther the main spring to action has been brought to bear upon them,
for they are now interested. When the wretched criminal first enters
the penitentiary too much care cannot be taken in giving his mind a
proper direction. At that important period, I am persuaded the work
may be done, if ever.

Then if he is brought under a proper discipline, and proper exam-
ples are set before him, he will be sure to be benefited.

And it soon becomes unnecessary to keep him in confinement lon-
ger than a vindication of law may require. The remainder of this
happy work is to be accomplished by his friends, his neighbors, and
the community by which he is surrounded. They should treat him
kindly, and deal with him as a kind father would a returning prodi-
gal son. They should forgive him his wrongs, and labor to induce
him to do wickedly no more. If a contrary course, however, is pur-
sued towards him, notwithstanding much may have been done to-
wards reforming him while in prison, he may again be driven to a re-
petition of crime, and his last state will be rendered worse than his
first.

‘We have preaching in the prison regularly every sabbath.

The manufacturing of bagging during the past year, has been
rather more profitable than for several years past. We have been
buying hemp at from $5 to $5.50 per cwt., since the st of last
March, and selling bagging at from 10} cents to 15 cents, cash.

A stat t showing the Expenditures of the Prison from the 1st day
of December, 18486, to the 1st day of December, 1847, viz :
For raw materials—hemp, lumber,iron, leather, &c.,&e., $21,989 56
Provisions—for victualling prisoners,
Fuel—wood and coal for engine, blacksmith shop,
kitchen, &c.yoivviieanann. e ceeees 2,730 98
Building materials—brick and lumber for new
buildings, .o vvereiiiein i, 2,711 60
Salaries—pay of officers, physicians and guards,.. 5,632 16
Clothing—-clothes and bedding for prisoners,..... 1,119 81
Ferriage, &c.~—cash paid ferriage and turnpikage
for wagons hauling stone, hemp, &c.y.vvvvvas 272 05
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For hauling—hire of wagons, bauling hemp, stone,
lumber, wood, &c.,. ... aen

Tools, &c.—tools and implements of trade for
workshops,. ... ...,

Liberation money—cash paid to prisoners dis-
charged, $5 each, as directed by law,

Moral and religious instruction—paid to ministers
of the gospel, and others, for the moral and re-
ligious instruction of the priscners, as directed
by law, B aes

Hospital-—medicines and medical instruments for
use of prison hospital,...u.vuuyiusi,ia....

Water privilege—cash paid town of Frankfort, for
use of water, for prison engine, for the Years
1846 and 1847,

Traveling expenses—expenses of officers in travel-
ing to varidus points on business of Institution,.

Stationery—for use of office,.... N

Escapes—rewards and expenses incident to arres
and;return of escaped convicts,. . .

Tobacco—for use of prisoners, as directed by law,

Postage—Letters sent and received on business of
Institution, ........

Total expenditures of the year,....vuvu...s
Which have been discharged as follows :
By cash received for the sale of bagging,
and for the manufacture of bagging
for individuals,............. veve $27,433 49
Cash received for sale of manufactured
articles at prison,......... ciaees 8,027 93
Cash received for lock-up fees, for the
safe-keeping of slaves, 285 00
Barter—manufactured articles given in
exchange,.....iievviianenae. 6,407 93

$1,609 92
1 0

385 00
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The following tables are given to show the number of prisoners received
and discharged during the past year; the present number of inmates,
their crimes, sent tivily, education, ages, previous habits,

social relations, &c., §c., viz :
Number of prisoners in confinement on the 1st day of Decem-
ber, 1846, as per report of Jast year;,seeeceniaiaeancnes
Received into the prison, from the Ist day of December, 1846,
to the 1st day of December, 1847000 ieuniaes eeerene .

Makingye.oe coveseseses

The number discharged during the same time, i . as follows:

By expiration of SeOtencey..oeeanses vasnrreraerens 48

Pardon of Governor Owsley, ceeieeees 22
Restoration to the rights of citizenship, by pardon of
Governor Owsley, one day previous to expiration of
SENLENCey Lovserrosssesnsnsanoecnnen seees

Pardon of President of the United States, .
Escaping,. ..
Death,.....

Leaving in confinement, on the 1st day of December, 1847,...

Of the above number there are—
White males; ..o cieveescesteteserosanosasenirasians
Colored males,...evven PRSPPI
Colored females, teeeaeenan [

Crimes and number.

For 1arceny,.coeeaee i seeesotaiiitisastossasasaanoen
Horse stealingye cvecosessesnrisscoasesnescasesaes
Passing counterfeit IODEY; e tnesnerraanacnenees
Manslaughter,. .cucvreevoorsesenaaisensen e
Burglary, .....

Assisting slaves to run away,.aes.ees.

Highway robberyy..cecceeecsiacnne

Meking counterfeit money,....

FOrgery; ooe voeranssssacsnesnsanasesrsassenanes

[

Weoa oD

For perjury,..ceieveseenss

No, 243.]

Intent to kill,......ua.

Stealing slaves,sveceereniaroeinss Cieeeerenaeesaaas
Bigamy,

Poisoning, .

Fraud,....

Mail robbery,eieuuieniienan.., Ceees e

=
@
“ml»—-nwuuuwwv‘w

Counties sent from,
Allen,........ reeeaeeeaaas crrenenas Careaans
Breckinridge, .
Bullitt, . .
Ballard, ..
Bracken,....... .
Campbell,......onn.s
Christian, ..
Clay, ..
Clarke,. .
Daviess,.oueuen fettearetcicsiaenananns
Estilly o eviiiiiirneiiieiiiiiniiinniiscacananes
Fayette, .oonveunnnn
Fulton,.....
Fleming,.
Green,
Gallatiny.evauuas
Greenup, ...
Harding,oovvvnevuneaenanas ves
Hickman, ..ooveveivennnnnnn P R I
Hopkins,.
Kenton,, .
Jefterson,. ... ..
Livingston,...vovves .
Lincoln, vovvvuinnnennss

3
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Mercer,

Monroe, ...

Marshall, .....

Nicholas,
OWeny.vvevnneeanaoenanns s
Ohio,eevenaenes

Russell,

Simpson,.

Kentucky,....
Virginia, ......
Pennsylvania,
Ireland,

Germany,..........
Ohio,

Tennessee, ...,

North Carolina,........
South Carolina, ..
Maryland,
Indiana,.........
Alabama,. ...

Delaware,

District of Columbia,....
New-Jersey,
Massachusetts, . ..
France,...vevss.
Scotland, .......
England,.........
Georgia,...ovuvenn
Arkansas, . ...oveeannn
Mexico,

Vermont,

I R

‘Washington, .

Wayne,

Woodford, ...,

Whitley, coeeenrennaneannnnuesn
United States Court,

bk bt b OV

Total....

Terms of sentence.
four years, coveeasnennen Ceeseiseaaaae s
Three years,
TWO YearSy coas cevevns
Ten yearsy..oevees
Five years,
One year,...
Seven years,,

bt bk ek bt DO DD N NN D WU DT OB QO

|

Eight years,.

One year and six months,.....
Forty yearsyesee.naes

Fifteen years,.oovoeessereves
Nine years;.eeessvenccess

Total, .vovuuen

=
=23
=

||

Education.

Superior, or those who} have a classical or scientific education,
Good, or those who have received a general English education,
Common, or those who can read, write and cypher,..ve. oo
Poor, or those who can only spell and read....ooeueustanas
None, or those who are entirely destitute of education,.......

Three years and four montbs,....

Twenty-two years,

Two years and six months,......

Twelve years,..oeeveasees

One year and eight months,......

Three years and six months,.....ooviienannn.
Six years and six months,.......

||§I33‘£§€w

Total. covviirenrensssennnnns Chesenssanas

-3 O O P O R -

€ twenty to thirty, .veeveesiiierocriiierces 88
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From thirty to fortyy.ceeseescasssascncnnconees
€ forty to fifty,.eae.nereascoascasaonsines
fifty to sixty, ...
sixty to seventy,.eeso.e
seventy to eighty,eees ovooanaieanaaenens

sesseassveseses

Total, e caevrascoersananseassaann o

Previous hab'’s.
Habitually intemperatey.coecovc .. -
Occasionally intemperate; «oeeascscareraes
Temperate, . oovveesvocssones-

Totaly e ovsvuennransnsanaarsasnsannecnes

Social relations.

Singley o vienieisnaresirenitasinneanneees
Married, . .
‘Widowers,
Separated, svoeaaceiaereians it e ees

P T R
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Upon taking medicel charge of the hospital, in Marck, we found no
special arrangement for the comfort of the sick,nor any account Aof
what had been the previous regulations of this department of the‘ in-
titution. The place appropriated to hospital purposes, was a trian-
gular room on the lower floor, near the cells, with one door and one
window on the same side, by which ventilation was procured. The
bedding was indifferent, and deficient m quantity, without that l'egm'df
10 cleanliness so necessary in hospital arrangements. The supply o
medicine was small and indifferent.

Our first efforts were used in procuring good bedding, proper nar-
ges, and a supply of medicine and medical fixtures, every thing in fact,
ealculated to render the sick comfortable. ) .

Puring the first year we treated 196 cases, all of which recovered,

our reports.
(u';h sec:)nd yt?ar 216 cases were treated, one of which died.

The third year 304, of which 2 died; one of these died of consump-
tion, and the other of chronic disease of thebrain. ‘The present year
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281 cases have been treated, of whom 3 have died; one of pneumonia;

 one of cholera morbus, and one, the third an old negro man, died very

suddenly of disease of the heart, in his cell.

Every year numbers of convicts are sent to the penitentiary labor-
ing under chronic oracute diseases, which render them wholly unable
to perform manual labor for months, and frequently for the term of
their sentence. ‘These convicts are sent without any account from the
jailers or other persons, of the nature of their diseases, or any thing
else in relation to them calculated to enable us to form any opinion
in relation to their respective cases; some have been sent almost blind,

f while others have come deformed by rheumatism, or almost rotten

with venereal disease. In the early part of the past summer an out-
rage was committed by some one connected with the jail at Louisville,
(whether intentional or not we will not say,) which caused great in-

! convenience, and considerable loss to the institution. Two convicts

were sent from thence and received into the hospital of the prison,
while in the fever stage of the small pox. It is reported that the dis-
ease existed in the jail there, at the time these men were sent, and as
both of them were unwell when they staried, it was an act of great
imprudence to send them here before the nature of their cases was
known. We saw them shortly after their arrival, and had no difficul-
ty in detecting the disease. Every necessary caution was used to pre-
vent the spread of the disease; vaccination was resorted to immedi-
ately, and every inmate who had not been subjected to its influence
before, was vaccinated. The two conviets already diseased, were put
in a room remote from the other departments of the institution, and al}
intercourse at once prohibited; notwithstanding these precautionary
measures, nine cases occurred, all of which recovered.

There are in the hospital at this time two convicts, just from Lou~
isville, who are too much afflicted to be put to work. One has ltost
the use of his lower extremities, and the other has chronic syphilis.

W. C. SNEED, M. D.
LEWIS SNEED, M. D.

Several new buildings have, in pursuance of law, been erected dur-
ing the past year, to wit:

A new brick eating house and chapel, 80 fret long. 40 feet wide,
and two stories high, occupied and used as ivllows: eating room, 60
by 40 feet, floor paved with brick, well furnished with tables and
seats; kitchen, 20 by 40 feet, paved floor also, and fixtures complete,
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containing an improved apparatus for cooking by steam, whichisa
great saving of fuel and extra hands in this department. The chapel
and Sunday school room in the second story, is 60 by 40 feet, well
furnished with comfortable seats, a good pulpit, &c. Instead of re-
maining in the workshops on the Sabbath plotting mischief, or listen-
ing to tales of licentiousness and crime from veteran offendess, as was
formerly the case, they are now assembled in this comfortable room,
throughout the day; those who are educated teach those who are not,
and thus a regular Sunday school is completely organised, and works
well. Many of the prisoners take a lively interest in this new ar-
rangement, and are endeavoring to profit by it.

JAMES DAVIDSON, Treasurer,

H. I. BODLEY, 1st Auditor,

BRYAN Y. OWSLEY, Register Land-Office.

THO. S. PAGE, 2d Auditor,

O. G. GATES, Attorney-General.

The time has arrived at which legislative action becomes necessary,
in order to continue the management of the institution, by the appoint-
ment of another keeper, or the adoption of some other plan, should it
be deemed advisable.

The committees have instituted a strict and thorough examination
into the situation, management, conduct and profits of the penitentiary
during the term for which it has been leased to the present keeper, and
have taken pains to into the conduct and g t of oth-
er institutions of the same kind, in other States of the Union.

From the report of the State prison in Michigan, it appears that the
. number of prisoners for the last year was 126,and the clear profits of

 the institution, $368.61.

! The Ohio Prison, which is regarded as one of the best managed in

. the United States, both as regards the condition of the convicts and

- the interest of the State,during the last year, numbered 461 prisoners,
and her clear profits were $15,504.

The Maryland Prison, for 1845-6, the committee not being able

o get hold of a more recent report, had within its walls an average
of 287 convicts. Total profits of the year, $1,220.92.
. The Mississippi Prison, in 1846, numbered 89 prisoners, and fell
: short $884 .53 of supporting itself.
: The Connecticut Prison, in 1847, averaged 150 prisoners its total

'profits were $3,472.12.

i
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The Allegany Prison, Pennsylvania, in 1845, (being the most re-
cent report the committees could get,) averaged 130 prisoners, and
its profits fell short of its support $1,042.50.

The Eastern, or Philadelphia Prison, 1846, averaged 308 prisoners,
and fell short of supporting itself, by its profits, $3,360.32.

And the great Auburn Penitentiary, in New-York, (by far the
largest, we believe, in the Union,) with an average of 778 prisoners,
shows a clear profit of $4,806.12. While the Kentucky Peniten-
tiary, 1847, engaged 166 prisoners, and by her report shows a clear
profit of $10,962.64.

We would not be understood as giving the foregoing estimates of
expenses as perfectly accurate, for we had to cull ‘out, from the ge-
neral reports, the several items of ordinary expenses for support, and
may have omitted some, but we feel confident enough of their cor-
rectness to present them as data for comparison.

These statements exhibit the fact, that the Kentucky Penitentiary,
taking into consideration the number of prisoners, is less expensive,
and yields a Jarger amount of profit, than any other institution of the
sime kind in the United States, so far as the committees have been
enabled to ascertain them from official reports; and we think show,
al§o, the superiority of the plan adopted for the management of our
prison, by the Legislature of Kentucky, over that of any other State. |

In Michigan and Ohio, the prisoners are hired out in lots, for terms ' -

of years, at an average of 30 to 35 cents per day ; and the commit-
tees, or a part of them, had thought that this plan, or to rent the pri-
son out, for a given sum, would be best for this State ; but, on ex-
amination, have come toa different conclusion, as those modes largely
increase the number of officers, &c. From an examination of these
official reports, and mature reflection on the subject, the committees
are well satisfied that no change could be made in the present mode
of conducting the business of the penitentiary, without great detri-
ment to the public interest, and infliction of inconvenience and injury :
upon the condition of the convicts. ‘

The committees have, with care, examined into the condition of the
prison, and take great pleasure in bearing testimony to the clean,neat,
and orderly manner in which it is, in ali its departments, kept.

Our penitentiary is likely to prove to be, in fact, what it was al-
ways, in theory, designed to be—a school of reformation, as well as
aplace of punishment.




TENNESSEE.

—
Report of the JAgent of the Tennessee Siate Prison, 30th Sept. 1847.

The profits arising to the institution from its last two years’ opera-
tions, is thirteen thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight dollars.

It mnay be proper to remark that the operatiorts of the prizon were
eonsiderably embarrassed by the change of a larger portion of the
convict labor from profitable branches of mechanism in which they
were skilled, to that of preparing stone for the erection of the State
Capitol—a new business in which they were almost totally inexperi-
enced ; indeed, the profits are not shown to be as large as they would
have been in the absence of any change from their former mode of
labor.

The expenses have been greater than that of the two preceding
years, in consequence of the high prices of provisions, together with
the necessary building and other improvements upon the prison pro-
perty.

JOHN MCcINTOSH, Jigent.

Recapitulation.

$12,693 47
20,328 54
59,084 81

7,619 8
10,535 86
13,074 19
7,379 33
13,798 00

Commissioners of state house,.ee. vuus.
Cash on hand September 30th, 1847,.. .
ExXpenses,....coeree ciannas
Wages,..... feraeaees ceenn
Victualling,..oeoepen s

Balance favor of prison,

$144,514 06

74,349 28
604 35
4,029 13
596 00
65,845 30

$144,514 06

By manufactures,

© Interesty....eveesenaaaes cerenenates
¢ Sundry accounts due,. .
¢ Bills payable,........

« Former balances to Sept. 30th, 1845, .
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Statement of Prisoners, September 30th, 1847.
‘Whole number in confinement Sept. 30th, 1845,

Since received, white malesyesouiiinn..n [N N
black males,..
white female,. .
black female,

Discharged by expiration of sentence from Sept 30th,
1845, to Sept. 30th, 1847— -
‘White males,....... ..

Black males,....ovvveninnnn eeevesenes

White females,eeuvuveenrniereaanananns

Pardoned under the law of 1836—
‘White males,. ... o0
Black males,.cveveiiiiniiiennnannn .

General pardons—
White males,.

Writs of error— white males,.......
Proved by waster, black male slave,. oo
Now in confinement,....... [T PRI

The Convicts were employed on the 30tk September, 1847, as follows :
Cutting stone for capitol,

Quarrying stonc for capitol, . s s veasaen.ns

Blacksmithing for  do.,...

Sawing stone for  do.....

Turning griadstonc for stone cutters,

Rubbing stone,

Waiting on stone shop and yard,c..v.oeeneevnvannss

Working at carpentering for the stone cutters and capitol,

Sick thisday,..ceevrsnrrenennn.




In the carpenter shop,
¢ cooper shopy. ...
blacksmith shop,. ..
shoe shop,..ov . eae.
wagon maker’s shop, .
turning shop,.......
Making chairs, ... .
Making harness,
Picking and carding wool,....... N
Hackling shucks, ......

Making band boxes,

Attending steam engine;..ceeceiiieaiaens
Cleaning cells and Wings,eoveuveens
‘Waiting on shops,ve.eneeienaes
Cookingy.oovvuvannnses
Washing,.evveeveeereneenens
Hospital nurse,

Making convict clothing,.....

Sick (those who are) invalids,

Crimes of which the convicls now in prison were convicted.
Murder in the 1st degree,.........0vee Cereieans 10
Murder in the 2d degree,..... cerenesenene .

Negro stealing,
Rape; .o vvvvnennns
Incesty.ivveennennen

Horsestealing,...v ..

Bigamy, ...v...

Shooting, . .

Grand larceny,...oo..

Forgery,

Stabbingy ceeveiiiiaeeanens
False pretences, .

Burglary, .. o0 coiiineenen
Receiving stolen goods, «o.oee

1s47- 4y
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Assault to murder, ............
Petit Jarceny, ..cvuiennan.
Perjury, ..., ..., .
Counterfeiting, .

Harboring a slave,........
Voluntary manslaughter,. . ..

Selling a free man of color,..,.........
Giving forged pass to slave, .
Seducing slaves, .....

Ages when convicted.
Under 20 years, ......

From ¢

From 20 to 40 years, .....
From 40 to 50 years, ....
From 50 to 60 years,. ...
From 60 to 70 years, .......

List of Sentences.

Forlifeyeeiuniinineninnnnnn...

21 years,........

20 years,.....

18 years,......

15 years,....

12 years,...civuu...

11 years;.eiviuuan..

10 yearsy..ueieinann..

8 years,e..iiiviann.,
7 yearsand 6 months, ..
7 years and 5 months, ..
T Yearsy ceienensnenea,

5 yearsand 10 months, vv.vvenevineinnnnn.
5 yearsand 7 months, vvvvvenaanannan.

L
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Monroe, ceaevennnn
Fentress, ..
‘Williamson,.... .
Macon, . .oucveeinreninenennns
Bradley, ..vouiiiiinnniaen..
Gibson,uveeeiiiiiievnnennnn,s
Shelby,.vveiieriiiiiinnnnnn,

2 YEATSyieeeereeeaaracasssassaessoanns : Humphreys, ........

1 year and 6 mOnths, vy wevecesrastacannes i Giles; euveivieiiniineniiineiinnienas
Sumner, .....
McMinn, ....
Blount,....
Polk, .....
Hardeman, ...
Counties in which the convicts now in the Penitentiary were convicted. Maury, ....
20 White, vuvs ..

R L L S G

For 4 yearsand 6 months, couvviarsannsseecnes
4 years and 5 months; «eev.nnn Ceeeaesaaes
4 yearsyeseoacennes
3 years and 6 months, .....
3 yearS;seceesnsvearencanns
2 years and 6 months, ...ieennn

WO WA A = 0O
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Davidson, . seevvsessearasestoresoesarastsescoe

Roane, voveiietieatcnetiieniernrnennes
Washington, .ovv vevennis.
Anderson, .

Lincolny veusrnns o
Bledsoe, cevviiienirniiisiiiriannan
Rautherfard, ..

Jackson, ...

Franklin, ..

Cannony vevernenninnn
Perry;eeneiiisiieeiinnninn,
Sevier, ...

Van Buren,......

Carter,
Campbell,euiiveniiiinienninass
Dickson,..

Overton, ...

McNairy, ....

Cocke, .ou s

Marshall, . eovevennnisronasnssonsenanas

Montgomery, ...
Hardinyevee ceveeoesenes s

Bedford, .

Madison,. ..

Marion, seee -+

Wilson, . eevsvesssnesonasnsons

Grainger, ...,

LAWIENCe) +ovserrererecratssssasssssaassassnes

Coffee, cvaerevsesrnsrnans
Hendersonyseeses ceresssocs voonsns ceereeiesene
Hamilton,s oo ceeavassinesecsscassastesansocnes
HIcKman, s veeeeesesassessieseissenasensencaes
Johnson, coveveeena e Ceretacreiesniiasaoanares
Obion,

Wayne, coseeseenesevasencee
Weakley,eeesnnees
Haywoody «vesveevss

Tipton, ....

Knox,. .

Carrolly .. e ereseessiretaser st aneean
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Nautives of the following States and Countries.

TENNESSEE, + e ov voascansvotsoussonsvesnssasans
North Carolingy. see casscessvasesnneseoscsnscons
Kentucky, ...

South Carolina,
Virginia,.eeevoneseess
Alabama, ...cavvernens
Maryland,.covvonenaes
New-York, coeeeucecanss

caeae

Georgiay ceeersonnarsoanaens

Indiana, coveeevrarensanscnes

Louisiana, «.oseiesasrsaenssecscnaes

Ohi0) < e sensarsnnernssessressnssnsscssooes
Delaware, . veseseessasisossaseareassssasacens
New Hampshire, «oveveeccsrecerscrasaestascecs
Treland, s eeseeeoosnanensaastontsrsonnosansnes
‘Wales, .
Germany,.....
England,.covienenes

Scotland, coeeveeeaieiesnanieientaans

Holland, . evvvanrenreacoscenenunnrnnnss
Canada, sies cneenavsansaiansietisattasonenns

Totalyseeenereerinaesariossieneeetanens
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Diseases,

1846, 'Chronic Inflammation of the Stomach

s

P

Uct,

and Bowe!s

14, 1816, |Injur
14, 1846,

o
'S
<o

y stone falling

esrecd by al

Feb.

“romach,

Rupturs
Spasmos

July, 20, 1847, {Billious Cl.
Aug, 26, 1847, Chronic [

g
|

1845,

7, 1846, Inflammal

8,
18, 1847,

Nov.
April

29
k]

40 lJune 13, 1847

2
21

Where convi’d.| Ages. [Dates of death,

Crimes.

‘When rec’d.

. |June 21, 1843, Grand Larceay,...Shelb;,.eouvess

3,I8booting, ...vvrrs Stewart, .......

|

ceerinecaans July 5y 184

!ohn Knight
‘William Dean;. .
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Physician’ s report.

The health of the inmates has been gradually but regularly im-
proving since the introduetion some three or four years since of sana-
tory arrangements referred to in my last report. At present the health
of the place is, perhaps, as it has been at any period. Nine deaths
have ocvurred within the last two years; one man was crushed to
death by the accidental falling of a heavy stone ; one died in an epi-
leptic convulsion, in his cell at night, the death probably being pro~
duced from the rupture of a small blood vessel in the lungs, produc-
ing suffocation ; one was brouglit to the prison ina carriage, almostin
the arms of death, and survived but a few days. Under existing cir-
humstances it is perhaps unnecessary to urge the erection of a com-
modious and properly ventilated hospital room, and the extension of
the general enclosure of the institution. Whilst so much of the labor
of the convicts is required in the erection of the state capitol those
very necessary improvements cannot cosiveniently be made.

The confinement of the convicts on Sunday within their cells, exer-
cises, I have no doubt, an unfavorable influence on their health, but
whether or not this can easily be avoided, I am unable to say.

FELIX ROBERTSON, Prysician.

GEDRGIA.

Report of the Principal Keeper of the Peritentiary of Georgia for
1847.

The great objects with me have been, to reform the offender, and
at the same time make his labor re-imburse the expenses incurred.
The greater my experience and observation of the working of the
system of penitentiary punishment as established by our penal code,
the more firmly have I been convinced of its practicabilityand utility;
and ¥ would here most respectfully remark, that however well calcu-
lated in theory to obtain success, may be any system of internal reg-
ulation, much depends on the monner of enforcing it. A more use-
ful example may be attained by an appearance of confidence and
trust judiciously extended, than by the most rigorous enforcement of
rigid discipline. The ts of kindness have been koown to reach
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and soften hearts, impervious to the shafts of violence and force.
Hence the policy of the principal keeper should be firm, determined,
patient, persuasive and kind.

The financial state of the institution is in good condition, Tt is
abundantly able to meet all its linbilities, pay all its expenses, and
leave it a sum of $15,315.35 as clear profits over and sbove im-
provements.

Through the philanthropy and charity of Miss D. L. Dix, of Mas-
sachusetts, a library of 300 small volumes has been presented to the
institution about two years ago, which has contributed much to the
moral comfort, and intellectual occupation of the inmates.

The entire amountof nett profits for the four years’ operations, now
in hand, is $31,542.30 ; of which there are in book keeper’s hand
$15,315.35 ; the larger portion of which is in cash, notes, and ac-
counts, nearly all created the present year, and due the 1st of Janua-
ry next. In the principal keeper’s department, there remains for im-
provements after every liability is paid, $16,22.695. This sum re-
mains after taking away from gross profits $2,261. 10, loss on brick
turned over to present keeper, and which was lost by being defec-
tive, and in the sale of them, and which is not strictly chargeable to
present stock. The nett amount of profits in the principal keeper’s
department, may be increased or diminished as the amount of raw’

materials may be greater or less than the balance abstract of my report. “\

In my former report I have alluded to the difficulty of attaining
accuracy in these abstracts, which are made up by keeping an ac-
count, each quarter, of the issues, which are subtracted from the orig-
inal amount on hand at the beginning of each quarter, and the
purchases by inspector during the quarter. It will be observed
that the number of pardons granted in each year, appears to be
numerous. These pardons, however, with the exception of a very
limited number, have been extended a few days only before the expi-

ration of sentence—the object being to restore civil rights and privi-

leges, forfeited by the delinquent—and not materially to abridge the
term of confinement prescribed by sentence of the court. This sys-
tem of rewards for good conduct I highly applaud, and recommend H
from my own experience of its utility in the matter of prison govern~
ment, and tending to encourage in the mind of the convict a habit -
of just thinking, that may exert a beneficial and permanent influence

upon his future career. i
A. W. REDDING, P. K. P. G.

N

N
.
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Since 1st October, 146, to 1st October, 1847, the admissions into
the hospital have been 128.

In this statement are not comprehended the cases treated among
the guards, those in the female ward, nor those for which prescrip-
tions have been given while the patients have been able to pursue
their occupations,

No death has occurred, either among guards er prisoners, during
the interval above stated.

BENJ. A. WHITE,
Surgecn of Penitentiary.

Table showing the number of convicls received in the Penitentiary of
Georgia, from its organization to the 4th day of October, 1847—
the different crimes for which they were imprisoned—the average
length of their sentences—their ages when committed to prison—the
number discharged by expiration of sentence, were pardoned, died,
and escaped—together with the number of re-convictions.

Total number of men received,.... veee 1,076
Total number of women received,........ . 15

Convictions for

Altering bills, . o.ovvvvnnvnn.s Ceereearaareaes
Assault to kill,..vvivuns

Assault and battery,. fevae

Aiding escape,

Assault to commit rape,,

Accessory,

Bestiality,. ... .

Burglary,

Breach of trusty....... ceseses resacensesenn ves
Bigamy,. oo ivseiinniris ittt o
Counterfeiting,

Cheating and swindlingy..oevovu.

B D T
Embezzling, ..o vveeceirieerinaiiieniisnianns
Forgery,

Gambling with Negroes, sses vsasssesrrncroescan

1R47- 47
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House breaking,......
Harboring slave,
Incestuous adultery,.....
Tlegal Voting, .. e uuenss
Inveigling slaves,....

Tllegal residence,.s.svvuennnnn.. :

Kidnapping,
Larceny,.eus..

Mayhem,. .

Manslaughter,
Misdemeanor,, s e vvus ...
Murder,...vvianeneas

Passing counterfeit money,.. ...

Polygamy,
Perjury, ....
Robbmy,........ teseeens

Receiving stolen goods
Sodowy, ..

From 1to © years,

510 10
10 to 15
15 to 20
20t0 2
25 10 20

For life,

Ages when «cmmitted,

Number ur. ¢ twenty years old,. ...

«
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Number from thirty to forty
forty to fifty
fifty to sixty
sixty to seventy,
seventy to eighty,
eighty to ninety

Total, ...

Convicts discharged, &c.

Number discharged by expiration of sentence,...eoee-eeess
do do by pardony.eeseeeccresisonirenees
do died, coveacnnanens
do committed suicide,. .
do killed attempting to @scapey.sesveaeaees
d0 escaped; . aveeseeeaessararasasraen s trtens
do discharged by writ of habeas COTPUS; vevvveerevens
do sent to lunatic asylum,.....

Totalyuese vessasasesensneses

Re-convictions.

Number convicted 2d time,c.cvueavereerne.s
do do 3d time, cooeneeense

do do 4th Bmey veeevee

Statement showing the number of Convicts now in Prison, the offences
for which they were imprisoned, their average ages, length of sen-
tences, occupations in prison, number unable to read and write, mar-
ried and unmarried, county where convicted, &c. &e.

Number of men in penitentiary on 4th October, 1847,......
do women do do

Total, . cocacnenns

Of these were sent Sor

Voluntary mnslaughter; . coceovreareesceesneses
Assault 10 MUrder; socesasssosscessnaraarseocss

Burglary, .....

Counterfeiting, ...
Forgeryy.ceecoeeniacsssoconnes

Horse stealing, . SRR
Enticing slaves,

Involuntary manslaughter,

Incestuous adultery, ....

Larceny from house, .

Larceny from person,. .

Murder, ...«

Manslaughter, ..vvvuun.
Misdemeanory.vevuees.ns

Petit larceny,

Perjury, .oen s

Passing base coin, - .
Robbery,veeevecereceneesceriearannnnans ...:

[
L)

[
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Robbery and perjury,
Robbing mail;......
Rape, vovven.s

Simple larceny, ..

Stabbing, ceveiveaaanenn

Stabbing and gambling with negro, .......
Vagrancy,. ceoeaevsns

Total,seee.uee

Average age.

Number under 20 years old,.uveus .
from 20 to 30 do .
30t040 do .
40 to 50 do
50 t0o 60 do

ssecesescsscsssraane

Totalyeeoeners o0, 00nsannans

- 0 W
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Sentences. Forsythyuues iviinenennnnnnn
Gwinnett,

Number from 1t0 5 years,.oeacucesasenessscanonsens
51010 do tessissenasnasnnans

10 to 15 do -
20 to 25 I . i Houston,.

30 to 35 . . . 4 Henry, .

do for life, II:Ilear.d, .
arris, ...

Totalyeseeesensnansneasonsns ] Hancock, .
: Jackson,
Number of Re-convictions. b Jones,...
Jefferson, . .

The second time,....... . Lumpkin
oo

The third time, ....... Cieraiearareanas Ceeeeaaes

The fourth time, ... Lowndes.
yee

Laurens,. ..
Liberty, vooeuu.n.
Appling, ...
Bibb, .... .. Morgan, ...
Baldwin,. .

MelIntosh,. v vevvansn.
Madison, .....
Burke, coviiieniienns ceenn . Meriwether, ........
Bryan, ... . . Newton,......
Chatham, .. . Putnam, . ,.
: Pike, .....
Cherokeeyuvusnre s ceeees Pulaski,
Oglethorpe, . ......
Cobb, ....... feeeeaes PRI P, Richmond,
Campbell, , Randolph,..vvviniinnn.
Cowetay .ovvnn . Sumter,
DeKalb, ... .. Talbot, . .
Decatur,. .. e Thomas, .
. . Troup, .
Elbert, .voviuan. . Upson, ....
Franklip, . . eerann ‘Wilkinson,, ..
Floyd, .... e . ‘Warrren, .
Fayeite Wilkes, vvvevuan.
v ? )
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Wagoner; v uveieeenerannrerenenerscasnasasanns

THIMMErSy caes covearonsosnsesscsnssssancsnns

SteWaRdy s essses eansaessncsssessansnssssnnnns

Screw cutter, . veeesnasans AP

Tannersy.oeeias ceecrasssessersatscsans PPN

Brick makeryvevvienseseseeesssnsssnsssianans
Alabama, .ve0 ..
Connecticoty . vue.
District of Columbia,.....
England,...........

L
Cooks,

Cell keepers, veeivavinnninan,

Washers, .vouue

Driller, vovnnnnn sereeans

Tinner;.veseveecensacnnns

D D e

Ireland, .ovvvuennns
Maine, s eveenennncssss
North Carolina, ......
New-York, ......
New-Jersey,.....
Pennsylvania,

Rhode Island,

South Carolina, ......
Tennessee, ....c..
Virginia,

-
llm‘uumwn&»—-»—-@wumi—-

[
[

Of the wbove, 85 can read and write—43 cannot: 69 are married,
59 unmarried: 59 were intemperate, 69 temperate.

1846.

™

Remaining in prison on the 6th Oct., 1845,—

1
7
2
8

Females,.....
Total,.e.uu.. oo

124
Received in prison from 6th Oct., 1845, to 6th Oct.,

1846, 2 evevrnerrenneennnerreensenessenenes 4l
Joiners, oeeune eeseiaanaen Cirenanieen eesaeas

Shoe makers, .. . . 165
Blacksmiths, cveveensiaecioesiesnnnnas . Discharged during the year by executive pardon,
Tailors, . ceesinaan immediately preceding the expiration of sen-
Cabinet makersy.ooe eenisasianiiisiieniaanans tence, by recommendation of principal keeper,
Harness makers,..oovoeenernaeninaacns . under executive order, “to the end that their
Founders, . . civil privileges be restored,”. ... 0 aviaall.
Seamstresses, ..... Ceeevrrirataartiraaaes . Discharged on account of severe disease, threat-
Laborers, heeesaes . en:ng life or permanent iniury to health, .....
Machinists,. cosceeennns s ves Becuuse of illegality of conviction,.vevueaan,
Painters; coeeuersveosssecaans By re: ommendation of ¢« mmittee of Legislature,

Occupations in Prison.

Turner,..eeveees (female)) .o .ovvnns .
Engineer,..... ves veenn Pardoncd by act of the Legislature,.vveauienn.

‘Wheelwrights,.eaeceeeneen
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Discharged by expiration of sentence, cocvvves- 10

Diedy coveonersrunnernanesorennnsssssians 2

42

Remaining in the Penitentiary on the 5th Oct., 1846,. 123
Number of days work lost by sickness among the
convicts during the political year ending 4th

October, 1847, v aves sesnansassesseenaasess 1,366

During the political year there were received,—
MeTyeeesaennnonsasssnsarassnssasecesers

Women, coveaesscsases

371
1
38

During same time, discharged by expiration of sen-

1eNCEy cure sssacssssanrorsavanecensrnes

10
24

By pardon; «ceeeeenaasasesonararaseeses

Excess receivedy «vaseetasesosrsronerenes

MISSISSIPPL

Report of the Officers of the Mississippi Penitentiary, for 184'?.
We are convinced that it would promote the welfare of the prison
to restore the provisions of the old law under which the principali of—
ficers were elected for four years, The presert tenure of office, it 18
believed is too limited. The reasons which have led to this conclu-
sion, are many and cogent, but cannot be detaﬂec} without tmnscer}d};
ing the limits assigned to this report. The period, the.n, for whicl
an officer should be elected, should be sufficient to enable h\m‘to bec?me
an able and experienced agent. He should not be liable, without just
cause of complaint, to removal at the expiration of two years, and at
a time when his experience would render him efficient. ) .
A majority of our board are fully persuaded that the interests od
{he institution demand, that the assistant keeper and the .c]erk shoul!
be appointed by the superintendent, by and with the advice and con-

Ie47-4¢
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sent of the inspectors. It is thought that while the responsibility of \;\ ]

>,

managing the prison rests entirely on the superintendent, the power ™Y

of appointing these officers should be vested in him, to the end that
his views might be fully carried out, and all his orders faithfully
executed.

If this power of appointment was vested in the superintendent, -

and properly guarded, it would ~ause a unity of sentiment and action,

so essential to the success of every important enterprise on the part .

of society or individuals. Ir a public prison, the officers should as

it were have one mind. There must be a controlling power, by which
the whole machinery of govermnent should be put in harmonious and |

vigorous action.

It is also advisable that an express authority should be given to
the superintendent so to alter or arrrange the main building connected
with the prison, as to have a large and commodious store room to de-
posite the various articles wanufactured for sale, so as to avoid the
It is
evident some wholesome restriction should be laid on all visitors.
The fewer the number admitted the better. The attention of the
convicts should be attracted as little as possible ; they would proba--
bly be more easily controlled, and pursue their labors with more
alacrity and profit.

The prison has been blessed, during the past year, with unusual
health,  This is to be mainly attributed to cleanliness and wholesome
diet. It is proper that we should here allude to the urgent necessity
of erecting a building within the walls suitable for a hospital. In
case there should be an epidemic in the prison, it would be essential
in arresting its progress, that the sick should be separated from the
vest.

The inspectors cannot close this report without making an earnest
appeal in behalf of moral and intellectual culture. In the prevention
of crime, it is important not to overlook the reform of the criminal.
Experience teaches that punishment alone will not effect this reform.
There is no genial influence in rigorous confinement, or in labor which
has no reward. Many plans have Leen proposed and systems origi-
nated for the reformation of crimnals while undergoing the sentence
of the law, but none have been sufficiently tested for us to venture in
recommending their adoption. s

Let the prisoner be provided with the means of obtaining whole-

[Assembly, No. 243.] 36

necessity of purchasers going within the walls of the prison.

o

3
i
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some moral instruction ; let no Sabbath pass without the Bible being
placed in their hands, and let them be fully instructed by the minis-
ters of the gospel.

It is the duty of the State to do every thing in its power to ad-
vance the social and moral condition of the offenders, whose crimes
have deprived them of liberty, and doomed them to hard labor within

the walls of a prison.
RICH’'D P. WINSLOW,

J. C. FORREST,
CHAS. SCOTT,

Inspectors.

It is now, I believe, generally conceded and recognised as an es-
tablished axiom, that the certainty, rather than the severity of the
punishment, is the most salutary in preventing the commission of
crime, and the same is true, in my judgment, in effecting the reform-
ation of the convicted, which is the greatest consideration next to the
public safety in the establishment of State prisons.

In our intercourse with the criminal, it should ever be borne in
mind, that however varied our situations, we are nevertheless mem-
bers of the same great family, and ultimately accountable to the same
God ; and whilst a morbid sympathy for the sufferings of the prison-
er, regardless of the crime committed, would be highly reprehensible,
a judicious modification of the requirements of the law would tend to
convince its subjects that they were intended for their benefit. ~ Let
those who contend for a more sanguinary discipline, that the greatest
cruelty is productive of the greate;t punishment, reflect and inquire

of themselves, if it is not possible, by excess of sevefity, to so blunt
the sensibility as to incapacitate the prisoner to be punished at all.
If being doomed to hard labor, and confined to the monotonous scenes
that transpire within the walls of a prison, shut out from friends and
the exterior world, be not sufficient punishment, a more sanguinary
mode may well be questioned. Coercive measures may be, and
doubtless are in extreme cases, sometimes nccessary , yet when the
offender is conscious of guilt on his part, aud a disinclination on the
part of those controlling him to inflict severe punishment, except when
imperiously required, it creates no spirit of revenge in the breast of
the chastised, but when a disposition is manifested by the officers to
inflict severe punishment, it is productive of harm. Severe coercive
measures may compet. but seldom reform.

1€497-4¢
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Since I took char, i
ge of the prison, the priso i
very few exceptions, obedient and f;ilhfup. ners have been, vith 2

O .
€ prison an prison yar ave been thoro y
Th d d have be, hor: ughl repaired and

2 decayed in m: .
been repaired and the cells madz secure, 22y of the cells ; they have

In obedience to an act of the Legislature
)
; three stories high
by forty-four in width, and .
Grosvenor, of P,
y atterson, N. J, the achj
Srosvenor . nachmery necessary for cardi
eﬁbr:plinml:xg coarse cotton thread to a considerable ext}:ent ];::‘ s
as been made to carry out his plans. I had suppt;sed :x’;
uni
o it come < n August last, that al] the fixtures necessary
o > together with power-looms, were ordered ; upon being i
TIn i )
: one ihat they were not, it was at once made knov;n to your bfau‘;
g:g dvtzhose :]:thomy I mmediately repaired io Vicksburg and :u’
ed the making of the shafts and .
i o, other necessary fixtures at the
The machinist estima
tes that from three to five h
. undred pound
Ztton fer day may be carded and spun, and with the assri)stan . 0?
Wer- s ve
power- 0oms, it is but reasonable to suppose that we could mak .
seven to eight hundred yards of cloth daily. ke from
] There has generally been divine servic
ay 5 1
wys, SE:’e:‘;; of the prisoners desired to be immersed, and a f t
as erected for that purpose. I . nd
c - It appears to be a
m f source of prof -
- ‘E::::‘iazit}on :i .m(oistl of them to know that there are tll:oseo:;i
t ing their debased iti i ]
Pt o condition, care for them in a spiritual
l)eThe prisoners have general]
o . .
,ak: stomewhat varied to suit the season of the year ; care has been
‘ « H
. " 10 procure for their use the best and soundest meat ; this
; wa.
aHg'ge.sted not on}y by duty but economy, and has I belie, -
Y aided in their easy control, ntageons
to their health,
There is now in the
Teceived on the lagt
Teport.

T'took chary
ity s 'ge on the 11th of May last,

my predecessor erected
el

and has doubtless been advantageous

i

penitentiary 85 conviets,

3 of wh
day of the Year, " ool

4 less than at the last annual

since which time th -
generally been employed as follows, to wit : "o

Ketchum & \} ]

y been comfortably clad, their food has ¢
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In wheelwright shop,......
blacksmith do .
shoemaker’s  do ..
weaver’s T. & W. C.,. .
painting and carriage, .
cutting wood, &c., .eus.
brick yard,

At engine and grinding,.

Driving teams,

Gardening,

Cooking,

Woashing,

Sweeping and cleaning,.

Old and infirm, .

Deranged,

Average confined sick,

Whole number in prison Nov. 30th, 1847, ...

13
7
9
9
4
6

18
3
1
2
3
2

2
2
1
3
85

Physician’s Report.

The health of the prisoners during the past year, with the excep-
tion of January, February and March, bas been unusvally good. The
prevailing diseases have been diarrheea, both acute and chronic, dys-
entery and catarrhal fever. A few mild cases of intermittent and re-
mittent fevers were noticed in the summer, but throughout the year
the prison has been comparatively exempt from any acute form of
disease that has not yielded readily to medical treatment. From De-
cember to the first of April, there were many cases of diarrhcea and
dysentery, but they were generally mild and in no instance proved
fatal.

Three deaths have occurred from the beginning of the present year
up to this date; they were all three the result of chronic diseases
contracted years previous to the convicts entering the prison.

T would again call the attention of the inspectors to the erection of
a hospital ; the building which is now used for the purpose, would
but indifferently answer should an epidemic break out, or disease of
any kind prevail in the prison to any great extent.

Very respectfully,
‘WM. S. LANGLEY.

V%47 -4¢
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General statement of the convicts in the M,

November 30, 1847,

Whole number received since the first admission
[

ippi State P jary
r April 15, 1840, 220
el
in c?nﬁnement December 1, 1846, . i '
re-:cel\‘ed since, up to Nov. 30, 1847,....
dicharged by expiration of sentence,.....,

t“b . E:)y pardon of the Governor,
sent back by writs of error from the hi
of Errors and Appeals,. .. e Coun
Whole number of deaths,

113 €@

13

Ttawanba,..,. .
Monroe, ...,
Smith, .

Bolivar,
Simpson,

Clarke, ...,
Adams, , .,
Noxubee, . .
Marion,. .
Holmes,. .

Tippah,. .....
Yallabusha, .,

Chickasaw,, ,,
Claiborne., . ...
Tishemingo, eee .
Madison,. ....,.




Carroll,.;.veuuee
Coahoma,..vevves
Marshally e ovoneeenne

Terms of sentence.

For 15 yearsy.vee coesvassanns
10« .
7

5

3

One convicted for 4 years re-sentenced for 5 years.

Crimes.

Horse stealingy.ooovuoesene
Rebbery, «ooees
Negro stealing,. .
Assault to killyoaeaveaenes
Assault to commit rape, ...
Assault to kill his wife,.... ..
Having forged notes, .
Perjury, - covevvnns
Altering marks, ..
Manslaughter, ...
Grand larceny,
Petit Jarceny,evee vererossciciraennen
Burglary, cooooeienen
Forgeryy.eusennnares
Having counterfeit money, «ve..nv. Ceeees PN
Attempt to steal a slave, coveviviiiiiiiaiiiniins
Larceny and forgery,.coesssescesceseiocenroness
Passing couuterfeit money, ..
Obtaining money by false pretences, .cvsvuisscrses

- e b O W

™
w

¥
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Place of nativity.
North Carolina, .... ...
Georgia, . ..ouuu,.....
South Carolina,
Ireland,..........
llinois,........
Pennsylvania,
Arkansas, ...
New-York, ...,
Virginia,
Kentucky,
England, .
Rhode Island,.,...,.
Mississippi, .
District of Columbia,. ...
Tennessee, . ..
Vermont,
Louisiana,
Alabama, ..vviii ..,
Choctaw Indian nation,......
Ohio, .......
Massachusetts,
Indiana, ...,
8t. Domingo, ..., ...

Occupations when committed.
Book binder, .......
School master, . .
Gin wright, .....

Harness maker, ...
Physicians, ....

Shoe makers, ...
Leather currier,
Painters, . .

Spinner, . ... ...
Turner,. ...

House carpenter,....,

PR

et ananas

Saddler,...........-.-.-..--.................

wawupwumuuuwo—-swwpum:mw
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Blacksmiths,

Wheelwright,

Tailor, «vvv . RPN

Cigar maker,

Ship carpenter,

Stone cutter,

Cabinet makers, ..o voeeceeens
Without trades or professions,

Age when comanilled.

From 17 to 20 years,

20 to 30 years,

30 to 40 years,

40 to 50 years, ..

50 to 60 years,

60 to 70 years, ...e.s-
One hundred and six years of age,

i rati ondition of the Mississippt

gt‘gﬁz’;fn 1@;&?%2‘2%3:0,? te}?lgi;g;zsdétyﬂ C:checember,f;846, to the 10th
" doy of May, 1847, inclusive.

INCOME.

Amount gained on sales of manufactured articles, %1,103 Zflv

by wheelwrights’ shop, 1,859 !

shoemakers’ shop,. ..« 427 3;

weavers, &c., &coins PN . 65{2 0.4

brickyard,.covaeenens 1,(3(;3 03

job and out door work, 523 0..5

due from State as per account,eeee . oeenens 787 83

of "stock and tools on hand May 10, 1847;.... 19,639 68

of‘cash “ “« €. 799 71

Balance, being loss from Dec. 1,746, to May 10,’47,. 3,948 18

—

$30,714 28

EXPENDITURES. .
i 8
Amount lost by blacksmith shop, . cene 352;2 -
“ «  forage and fuel accounty.coeeeevons plis
¢ & provision AacCOUNtyiesc.vaernannens 2, fas
“ ¢ hospital account,.... teirssanne

14747
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Amount paid to discharged convicts,
¢ for books and stationer

for contingencies,

inspectors per diem,
freight and hauling,
officers’ salaries,
guards’ salaries, .. ..
for oil and lights,
of stock and tools on huni, Dec. 1, 1846,. .

$30,714 28

Statement, showing the operations and diti

State Penitentiory, from the 11th May, 1847,
1847, both days inclusive.

of the Mississippi
to 30th November,

INCOME.
To amount gained in blacksmith shop

« € wheelwrights’ shop,., .
shoemakers’ shop,. ..
weavers, &e,.. ...
brickyard,
received from the State,. ..
gained by job-work,.........
stock and tools on hand

«
13

€«

wheelwright «

shoemakers’ «

weavers, &c.,. ... ..

brickyard,

forage and fuel,........
-, bospital stores,

provisions, , .

new machinery,.cov...veu...,

books and stationery, ..
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$266 39
180 00
76 00
125 97

Amount purchased for cont'mgenmes, beieaanrens . ' : :
paid discharged CONTICES; o venevres se®
10 INSPECLOTS, s s e v cn s iereaeasaann
for freight and hauling,s..eeovoererres
officers’ salatiesy. coonvrue oottt
guards’ salariesy . soes sees sttt
for oil and lightsyeeceeerevense
lost on sale of manufactured articles,....
“ forage and fuel account,. .
« provision accounty.....
@ hospital account, ...+
of stock and tools, May 11, 1847 0 veevnrnres
of cash on hand, May 11, 184 Tyeeennensrnses

19,639 68
799 71

[
$39,647 47

i Cie.. 4,033 28
Balance, (be'mgnettgam,)...,.............. 5

43,680 75

e

847, exhibits a loss of

NOT}L-—Ihe account made up to May 10, 1
$3. 948.18. The account since that {ime up to Nov. 30, 1847, ex-
)

bibits a gain of $4,033.28. The tyansactions of the whole year give
its
2 nett profit of $85.10. ;
ctfully submitte ]
Hespeet JAMES ’W WADE, Superintendent.

Attest, D. N. Barrows, Clerk.

SUPPLEMENT AND CORRECTIONS TO THE SYNOPSIS OF PRI-
SONS IN THE REPORT OF THE PRISON DISCIPLINE COMMIT-
TEE, IN THE THIRD REPORT OF THE PRISON ASSOCIATION,
1847. )

Massachusetts, 1838.

in Physician’s report, 21st line from top of page 182, after the words < become in-
sane,” add, ¢ this is only the second case of insanity which has oceurred in this

penitentiary during the last 10 years.”
1842, no Physician’s report.

Massachusetis, 1843.
Further extrac:s from the Warden’s Report.

There are four convicts in this prison wholly or partially deranged, and conse-
quently very unsafe persons to be at large in the prison yard. No saitable accom-
modations are provided for insane persons in this prison. The only thing that can
be done for them, is to shut them u» in solitary cells, where the diseases of the
mind, instead of being healed, are aggravated and confirmed. One man has been
confined in this way, constantly, several years, and two others shorter periods of
time.

Some legislation upon this subject seems to me to be necessary.

Disbursements.—Cash paid for provisions, $6,056.03; clothing, $3,964.72; hospital
department, $254.U7; fuel, $2,154.90; discharged prisoners, $381.82; officers® sala-
ries, $15,473.12; transportation of prisoners, $706.45; repairs real estate, $211.96.
Total, $29,213.13.

Income.—Stone department, $8,312.04; Jabor, $16,142.53; fees of admission,
$1,048.25; balance, being part of deficit of income, $3,710.31." Total, $29,213.13.

Extract from the Physician’s Report. .

The number of patients admitted to the hospital of the Massachusetts State
Prison, during the year ending 30th September, 1843, is one hundred and fifty-one.
The aggregate number of days® residence in the hospital is 2,892, In addition to
this, 334 days’ labor have been abated to invalids for the day, and 430 days of light
labor have been advised by the physicians.

During the year, two have died—one, aged 30 years, of phthisis pulmonalis; one,
aged 33 years, of hydrothorax.

During the above term, the physician has declined giving drugs to the convicts
antil fully satisfied, in the first place, that the applicant was sick. Secondly, that
his malady was understood, and susceptible of cure, or of material improvement.
Thirdly, that the proposed drug was well adapted to benefit the patient, and not
likely to leave any deleterious influence in his system.

The result of this experimental inquiry is truly gratifying, as the mortality has
diminished about one-third; and I firmly believe that the same plan of treating dis-
eases in the great human family would be highly beneficial to mankind, and tend to
elevate the character of the medical profession.

WM. I. WALKER, Physioian.
Massachusetts, 1844.

Disbursements.—Cash for provisions, $7,245.83; hospital, $291.83; clothin,
$2,777.40; sundry expenses, fuel, etc., $2,416.64; prisoners discharged, 1.55,
officers’ salaries” $15,542.31; transportation of prisoners, $563.08; repairs of real
estate, $200.Y9; convicts’ labor on especial repairs of the prison, $238.98; balance,
$3,048.08. 'Total, $32,646.64. '

Tncome.—Stone department, $14,357.96; labor, $16,892.95: fees of admission,
$1,395.72. Total, $32,646.64. 3

1844, 14 negroes and (5 mulattoes in this prison.

1846, Of the 253 convicts now i prison, 44 are recommitments, to wits 21 are 2d
comers; 10 are 3d comers; 1 a 4th comer; 1 a 5th comer, and 1 a 6th comer.

Maine, 1843.
Regort of Physician.

Gentlemen—The number in the hospital Jan. 1st, 1843, was two. The prevailing
tickness during the year has been about the same as Jast year, viz: colds, rheuma-
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i ion of a ber of sick
jsm, inflammation of the lungs, &c., and from the same causes. ‘The num i
A ke hospital at the commencement of 1814, none. During (he year {wo have died
of pulmonary consumption; in both cases they enteredthe prison with the disease o

which they died. DANIEL ROSE, )
Plysician and Surgeon of Maine Stete Prison.
Connecticut.— Omissions in this prison for 1844.

i i 3 3, 203 ¥ hole
he whole number of prisoners in confinement May 31, 1813, 203. The wh
!;E:e?s?n:e Meveived. to March 31, 1834, 50.  Total 253, ~ Discharged by expira-
Hon of sentence, 44; discharged by pardon, 4; discharged by order of Court of Er-
tors, 1; died, 19. Total 61, White males, 1273 white females, 16; black males, 45;

black females, 4 In continemenc March 31, 1814, 192.

Statement of convicts in confinement March 31, 1844.

orn.—Connecticut, 116; New=York, 18; Massachusetts, 19; Rhode Island,
e D etsey, 2; Vermont, 2; Delaware, 1;_Virginia, 1; Pennsylvania, 3 Ire-
lagd, 8 England, 3; Canada, 1; Germany, 2; France, 2; Isie of Madeira, 1; Maine,
Total 192. '
2 - dted.—New.Haven county, 37; New-Londoncounty, 24; Fairfleld co.,
38; Hartford county, 28, Litehfield county, 29; Tolland county, 10; Windham co.,
! Mi x county, 15. Total, 192 )
“b}?;.‘:?.‘e—sesﬁrcgoxary%q; Theft, 28; horse stealing, 13; attempt to kill, 10; arson,
115 attempt at rape, 9; tape 6; breaking jail, 1; Manslaughter, 10; forgery, 3; pas-
sing counterfeit money 23 adultery, 11; robbery, 2; murder, 5; bigamy, 1; attempt
to murder, 10; stealing, 3; exposing child, 1; Mayhem, 1; decoying child, 1; insa-
i . 1. 92. o5
B s q’I}osz}:tz{rtte.—Life, 17; 15 years and $100 fine, 7; 10 years and $300 fine, 1;
10 yoars and §100 fine, 1; 4 years and $30 fine, 1; 2 years and $300 fine, 1; 10 years
and fine, 1; 2%years and S10 fine, 13 3 years and $100 fine, 13 3 years and $50
ehes, 3516 years, 13 10 years, 5; 14 years, 2; 12 years, 25 10 years, 2;
7; Byears, 9; 7 years, 95 6 years, 12; b years, 17; 4 years, 22; 3 years, 285
3 7ears, 40; 2 years and 6 months, 13 1 year and 6 months, 25 1year and 3 months.
1: 1 year, 2; during his insanity, 1.” Total, 192.
Connecticut, 1844. . b b
*s shop, $2,018.55; chair-seating shop, $2; 1 smith shop,
sshzfa’ém&_g:;g?ﬁ‘:; szx‘zr?).’tfsb;’ eabinet shop, $2,622.47; varnishing shop, $499.50;
FoiT Shop, $465,12; cutlery, $2,631.67; female department, $6.38; cash rcceived
ot visiiors, $428.33; balance of interest account, $22.61. Total, $18,249.69.
Gapenditures. —Expense account, §5,793.81: provision account, §3,410.53; cloth-
ing and bedding, § repairs and improvements, $396.24; hospital account,
30573, transportation of conviets, $223.48; discharged conviets, $330.50; to
Feofit and loss account, $238.24; batance gained Lo the institution, §6,805.92.

1, $18,219.69.
Total & Rhode Island, 1844.

i ivi i tive view
For crimes, ages, place of nativity, terms of commitment, see comparati
of statistics o’i ailﬂirem prisons, page 339, of third report New-York Prison As-

sociation. B _
Vermont, 1845.
Expenditures and Icome for the year ending Sept. 1, 1845

itures.—Provisions, §2,320.96; clothing and bedding, $690.19; fuel and
1i§fx’“§5d§€%§s; prison department, $715.60; medical account, $11.86; repairs ac-
vt J5218.10; gun depariment,’ $109.33; expense account, $3,268.94. ‘Total,

ncome.—From carriage shop, $2,488.76; shoe shop, $3,203.74; admittance fees,
$122.09; balance being ioss, $1,980.09. Total, $7,803.65.

Vermont, 1846.

iture and income for three months ending Dec. 1, 1845, as appears from Mr.
Bapenditu il ‘Swain’sfatmnt compared with inventory of Dec. 1845.

Espenditure or loss.—For provision, $674.35; clothing and bedding, $673.31; re-
pairs, $35.13; fuel and light, $219.31; prison department, $66.54; medical depal"‘é
ment, $11,82; expense accounts, including salaries, guards, payments to d:s_chll‘ge‘
convicts, &c., $1,427.20; carriage shop, (1088,) $966.31; paid balance of interest,
$8.01. Total, %4,111.98. Deduct income, $328.98. Total, $3,783.09.

‘Tncome.—Shoe shop, $292.00; admittance fees, $36.89. $328.09.

Eastern Penitentiary, 1845.

On page 283, 3rd report, in physician’s report ; for tables in this report, seearti-
cle health, in 3rd report, 31st page, and for deaths, page 28.
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Western Py tary, Pennsylvania, 1841.

Prisonnrs from the following counties.—Allegheny, 54; Armstrong, 1; Bedford, 6;
Beaver, 7; Cambria, 7; Clarion, 1; Crawford, Y; Erie, 16; Fayette, 11; Greene, 3,
Huntingdon, 7; Indiana, 3; Mercer, 2; Somerset, 6; Venango, 5; Washington, 8;
Westmoreland, 8; Warren, 4; McKean, 3. Total, 161.

Ages.—From 10 to 20, 24; from 20 to 30, 57; from 30 to 40, 26; from 40 io 50, 13;
from 50 to 60, 39; from 60 to 70, 2. Total, 161. .

Place of mativity.—Pennsylvania, Germany, 7; Ireland, 10; New-York, 21;
Massachusetts, 5; Vermont, 5: Virginia, 10; England, 10; Canada, 4; Maryland, 11;
Connecticut, 1; New Jersey, 1; Rhode Island, 1; France, 2; Michigan, 1; Delaware
2; Ohio, 5; Kentucky, 2; Scotland, 1; New Hampshire, 1. Total, 161,

Sentenced.—2 for 6 months; 18 for 1 year; 3 for 1 year and 1 month; 11 for 1 year
and 3 months; 20 for 1 year and 6 months; 34 for 2 years; 2for2 yearsand 3 months;
2for 2 years and 6 months; 17 for 3 years: 4 for 3 years and 6 months; 6 for 4 years
1for ¢ years and 1 month; 1 for 4 years ar.: 4 months; 11 for 5 years; 8 for 6 years
8for 7 years; 6 for 8 years; 1 fo1 9 years; 4 for 10 years; 1 for 11 years; 2 for 12
years. Total, 161.

Crimes.—Murder, 24 degree, 5; manslaughter, 2; assault and battery with intent
to kill, 6; buggery, 4; arson, 9; horse stealing, 7; burglary, 24; counterfeiting and
passing check, 3; counterfeiting silver coin, 15 larceny, 82; forgery, 4; lareeny, for-
gery, and receiving stolen goous. 1; receiviug stolen goods, 1; conspiracy, 15 passing
counterfeit notes, 3; stealing United States mail, 1; embezzling from letters in post
office. 1; rape, 1. 121 161,

No physician’s report for 1841.

Terms of sentence jor 1843.—28 for 1 year; 1 for 1 year and I month; 4 for 1 year
and 3 months; 16 for 1 year and 6 months; 29 for 2 years; 1 for 2 years and 2 months;
2 for 2 years and 3 months; 1 for 3 years; 12 for 3 years and 6 months; 3 for 3 years
and 7 months; 3 for 4 years; 1 for 4 years and 6 months; 13for 5 years and 4 months;
3for6 years and G months; 0 for 7 years; 5 for 8 years; 2 for 9 years; 6 for 10 years;
1for 11 years; 1 for 12 years.

1843.—Occu pations.—Grogseller, 1; plasterers, 2; brewer, 1; silk manufacturer, 1;

H
cooks, 5; laborers, 41; paper makers, 2; blacksmiths, 5; seamstress, 1; wagoners,
3; pilot, 1; coopers, 2; filer and turner, 1; winder, 1; watch maker, 1; weaver, 1;
hatter, 1; stage driver, 1; tailor, 1: tanner, 1; fisherman, 1; chain makers, 2; clerks,
2; brick malker, 1; boatmen, 14; engineer, 1; moulder, 1; hack driver, 1; bakers,
2; lumbering, 1; stone cutters, 3; barber, 1; shoe makers, 7; housework, 3; stone
masons, 2; painters, 2; doetors, 2; iron roller, 1; house servants, 4; carpenters, 4;
cabinet maker, 1; forgeman, 1; skin dresser, 1: glove maker, 1; tobacconist, 1}
glass blower, 1; gentleman, 1.

1843.—Add to physician's report, the case of abdominal dropsey proved fatal; and
the case of the serofula would probably have proved fatal had not executive clem-
ency interfered in its behalf. Only oné case of confirmed insanily stands registered
for the last five years, out of 525 convicts.

1843.—No report of receipts and disbursements.

—Add {0 occupations,—saddie maker, 1.

1844.—Crimes.— Murder, 1; murder, 2 degree, 8; manslaughter, 2; buggery, 2;
arson, 9; horse stealing, &; robbery and burgiary, 18; counterfeiting silver coin, 15
counterfeiting and passing no‘es and checks, 6} larceny, 57; forgery, 6; rece1ving
stolen goods, 3; mail robbery, 1; embezzeling frum post office, 1; assault to com-
it rape, 1; assault and battery, 1; bigamy, 1.

845. to serve out time, 3U; ran away from master, 2; were never

~—There were discharged during the vear 64 convicts. The following {able

will exhibit the length of their imprisonment, state of health on reception and dis-
charge, and color:
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Years Mos.l

{E

2
3
3
3
4

00d,...
Diarrheea, .

bt 1 et DD b 1A b




{ AssemBLY

Length of
{imprisonm’t.| State of health on recep- IState of health on discharge.
tion,

Years | Mos.

e, pain in side
Feeble, right lung
Dry cough,

———

&e.,

wll Bgcoel ! Beocany

Epileptic, .

Good,.... .

Delicate, pain in side, &e.,| « . " .

Good, .. +verees. | Lungs slightly diseased,.
N od, .

Good, ...
<

et

et ot o 29 0 o o 8D ok ok G43

«
Feeble, scrofulous, .
ABood, i eeiiiens

00 =1 2 1 1h 0 643 G320 DS DD D0 1D O 1 I b b bt b ek bk

Dol ot

-

1
4
2
1
1
1
1
5
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
3
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
58
6

Fawul cases; for particulars of which, see ¢ Report.”

Maryland, 1838.
No physician’s reports are given for this Penitentiary.

Kentucky, 1846.

Natigity.—Kentucky, 48: Virginia, 26; Pennsylvania, 20; New-York, 14; Ohio,
10; Tennessee, 9; Ireland, 9; North Carolina, 8; Maryland, 7; South Carolina, 5;
District of Columbia, 3; England, 3; Alabama, 2; New Jersey, 2; West Indies,
2; France, 2; Arkansas, 1; Germany, 4; Indiana, 5; Georgia, 1; Massachusetts,
1; Delaware, 1; Scotland, I: Maine, 1; Vermont, i; Mexico, 15 Africa, 1. Total,

187. A
Ohio, 1846.
Crimes of those received during the year 1846,

Burglary, 37; arson, 7; stabbing with intent to wound, 1; receiving stolen
goods, 2; horse stealing, 11; larceny and forgery, 1; rape on daughter, 1; shoot-
ing with intent to kill, 1; assault with intent to murder, 1; manslanghter, 9; in-
cest, 1; burglary and larceny, 2; having counterfeit money, 1; stealing bank bills,
1; bigany, 4; forgery 2; challenging to fight a duel, 1; embezzling from mail, 2;
robbing mail, 1; rape, 1; grand larceny, 1; horse stealing and larceny, 1; maim-
ing 1; grand larceny and horse stealing, 1; making and passing counterfeit coin,
1; passing counterfeit money, 4; murder, 24 degree, 6; uttering and publishing
counterfeit money, 2; grand larceny and arson, 1; stabbing with intent to kill, 2;
assault with intent to rape, 2; robbing, 10; assault with intent to kill, 4. Total,

) 1846. Ohio.

Terms of sentence of those received during the year 1846.—For 1 year, 13; 2 years, 9;
3 years, 45; 4 years, 13; 5 years, 15; 6 years, 20; 7 years, 10; 8 years, 2; 10 years;
15; 12 years, 1; 13 years, 1; 6 months, 1; life, 6. Total, 151.

Michigan, 1845.

a 1840, by the , 5; by the President, 1 ; 1841, by the Governor,

7; by the President, 3; 1842, by the Governor, 4; by the President, 1 ; 1843, by the

Governor, 7; by the President, 1; 1844, by the Governor, 2: by the President, 0;
1845, by the Governor, 8; by the President, 1. Total, 40.
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Mississt, No Ph Report for 1841 or 1843.
Mississippi, 1846,

Jncome.—Blacksmith’s shop, $2,182.45; wheelwright's shop, $3,953.71; shoema-
ker’s shop, $376 10; weavers, tailors, and wool carders, $1,239.77; brick-yards,
$5,209.66; job and out door work, $1,703.25; furniture account, $31; received from.
the State, $6,573.73; stock and tools on hand, Nov. 30, 1846, $19,669.67; cash on
hand, Nov. 30, 1846, $354.29. Total, $44,671.03.

Ezpenditures.—Amount lost on sales of manufactured articles, $469.12; forage and
fuel account, $1,021.09; provisions, $3,470.61; hospital, $136.59; discha con-
viets, $341.00; books and stationery, $21.40; contingent expenses, $1,325.80; in-
spector’s per diem, $120; freight and hauling, 190.49; officer’s salaries, $3,980;
g:grtdsélmasiir-vgorﬁmenis slxs]‘;)rles,s%%lls.zﬁ; 0il and light_account, $369.45; stock

00ls on han ec. 5, $13,931.12; cash on hand, Dec. 1, 1845, 359,375
to balanee, $11,821.74. Total, $44,671.03. ’ » 1815, 3, ’

Tennessee.

Convicts empl on 30th 1 ', 1845.—Carp shop, 133 P shop, 13;
maling spinning wheels, 2; painters, 3; hackling shucks, 3; picking wool, 3; car-
ding wool, 4; s, 12; mattras kersand hat binders, 8; shoe biading, 1;
Daking bandboxes, 1; harness makers, 5; hatters, 15; turning shop, 5; blacksmiths,
20; cutting serews, 1; cutting stone, %3; wagon makers, 7; sawing stone, 10; rub-
bing stone, 2; quarrying stone, 10; waiting on stone shop and yard, 49; cooking,
3; waiting on shops, 5; attending steam engine, 2; cleaning cells and wings, 2;
washing, 2; sick, 9; hospital nurse, 1; making convict clothing, 2.

Pennessee.
Shewing the mumber of convicts received in each year, since the Prison went into operation.—~

1831, 361832, 421833, 331834, 50—1835, 44—1836, 52—1837, 631838, 49.
1839, 56—1840] 591841, 631842, 66—1843; 821344, 54184, 56 Total, 805.

Mount Pleasant, 1843,

Employments.—State shop, males, 54; boot shop, 80; waiters and invalids, 3;
sguth shop, 18; saddlery, 27; weave shop, 113; stone cutting, 39; quarries, &c.,
161; eooper’s shop and yard, 83; carpenter and wheelwright, 16; file shop, 63; hat
shop, 215 fur shop, 31; prison hall, 16; hospital, 14; kitchen and wash room, 15;
keeper’s garden, 1; stable and yard 2, Total, males, 763. Females, silk machine-
Ty, 275 Wwaiter silk shop, 1; kifchen, 6; trimming hats, 12; clothing, house clean-
ing, &c¢., 265 in hospital 4. Total, 76. Grand total, 839.

Auburn, 1846.

For earnings, receipts, disbursements and employments, see Report of Investi-
gating Committee, from page 96 to 110 of 3d Report.

Mount Pleasant, 1846.

For diseases of those that died during pas isti s
f the g past year, and other statistical facts, see
Report of Investigating Committes, from page 80 to 91 of the 3d Roport. ’

Corrections t0 be made in the text of the Synopsis of Prison Reports as
Ppresented in the Report of the Prison Discipline Committee in ihe

3d Report Prison Association, 1847.

Page 2§§ W. Penitentiary, Penn’a, 1843, were bound and ran away, for 33 read 23.
do do natives of Germany, for 8read 7.
of Ireland, for 10 read 2.
of Vermont, for 4 read 1.
of England, for 9 read 8.
. of Maryland, 9 read 4.
insert Spain 1, New-Jersey 1.
natives of Kentucky, for 2 read 4.
Physi ‘of’ScI({)tland, gorZread 1.
sician’s Report, died of apoplex;
o et 1. port, poplexy. for
sician’s Report, i
r{;r giams, 13? s deaths paralysis, age,
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166. Massachusetts, 834, deaths, J. W. Bowers, age, for 33 read 31.
« o do ‘Thos. Marr, < for 31 read 36.
176. - do 1837, officers’ salaries, for $17,528.2Y read $16,528.29.
191. do 1842, balance being profits, for $35,160.22 read $931.36, and
insert total $35,160.22.
131. Maine, 1843, sentence for_3 years, 9 read 6.
143, do 1846, crimes, for 36 read 37.

212. Connecticut, 1845, erimes, insert forgery, 2.

156. Vermont, 1845, terms of sentence, for Y years, 2; read 9 years, 1.
148, New-Hampshire, 1846, crimes, for larceny, 38, read 31.
1 do do  total expenditures, for $5,905.18, read $6,905.18.

277. E. Penitentiary, Penn’a, 1845, of 143 received, for 6 white males read 6
‘white females.

Warden’s report, average No. rec’d from
Jan’y 1, 1836 to Dec’r 31, 1840, inclu-
sive, for 1974 read 1973.

‘Warden’s report, for 1846 read 1845.

product of different departments, for tin-
smithing $43.71, read $37.63, and insert
interest $47.31.

286. Maryland, 1838, receipts for grain, read gain.

290. do 1845, terms of sentence, for over 8 and under 1—10; read §
and under 10—1.

. Virginia, Superintendent’s report, for 1843 read 1345.

. do terms of sentence, for 6 years,8, read 6 years, 3.
do for 1995 days lost, read 1994.

308. Kentucky, 1942, Counties, after Ballard insert 1.

318. Michigan, 1845, after in prison Oct. 1845, insert 119.

do do

do do
do do

296,
2
I3

395, Georgia, 1845, lesving unuscd, for $6,676.43, read &7,676.43.
334. Mississippi, 1834, service of 2 convicts for washing in prison, for 380 days
at 50 cts per day, $36.00, read 730 days at 50 cts, $360.
336. Superintendent’s report, for 1845, read 1816.
“
u do

do
do Counties, for Adams 3, read 19.
terms of sentence, for 12 years, 19, read 12 years, 3.
338. Tennessee, 1844, disbursements, for $36,635.11, read $36,535.11.
927. Auburn, 1843, Physician’s report, disease causing death, abscess in lungs,
for 3 read 2.
233, do Chaplain’s report, for 1845 read 1842.

234. Mount Pleasant, 1342, females discharged by expiration of sentence 1841,
for 39 read 30.
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