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ISNT 4 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The Executive Committee, in rendering an aceount of their labors 

since their last report, congratulate the Association upon the evident 

improvement in prison government which every succeeding year de- 

velops. Although less has been accomplished in our own State than 

we could desire, yet the new Jaw regulating our prisons, and the com- 

pletion and occupation of the House of Refuge at Rochester, which, 

indeed, is a gem of its kind, presents some evidence of improvement 

at home, while the testimony we shall adduce from other States, both 
of our own and other countries, will most satisfactorily show that, in 

this direction, progress is decided, melioration evident, and reforma~ 

tory influences no longer a matter of doubt or uncertainty. The 

paralyzing thought, that man, once fallen, is irreclaimably lost, is fast 

losing its influence, and society awaking from a dreary night of hope- 

less indifference to the sunlight of a more promising day. But a few 

years have elapsed since culprits were thrown in promiscuous masses 

into our prisons, and were there left herded together without the ap- 

pliances even for personal cleanliness, a sport to their fellows, and a 

prey to the worst passions of cur nature—their only care from without 

was a daily allowance of food, and a plentiful supply of intexicating 

drinks to such as had the means of procuring them—thus stimulating, 

to a revolting excess, passions naturally under too little control, and 

rendering a prison-house more like a den of hyenas than a fit recepta- 

cle for human beings. Few that witness the present improved con- 

dition of convicts in our larger prisons can have any conception of the 
filth, degradation, corruption, vice, and infamy, which attended them - 
in former years. Such a condition might well give rise to the idea 

that no criminal could be reformed : but a new era has arrived, and 

the prospect for the future is indeed cheering to the heart of the philan- 

thropist. Associations similar to.our own are springing up in differ- 
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ent parts of our country,and the benevolent in England have not been 
unwilling to imitate our example in caring for discharged convicts, 
The field is open for laborers, but it is only through persevering, un- 
remitting effort that we can expect a remunerating harvest. The 
Association have kept steadily in view, and inflexibly maintained thig 
important purpose of its institution, and the results of its action will 
be seen in their proper places; but the difficulties which the Associa- 
tion has had to encounter in the discharge of this and all its other 
duties, and the benefits that have resulted to the public therefrom, it 
may not be inappropriate to mention here. 

In 1845 and 1846 applications were made to the Legislature by the 
Association for an act of incorporation. This was deemed mterial 
for two purposes. One was to establish a workhouse in this « ity for 
the reception and detention of the large numbers who wete 4 carly 
committed to our city prisons and Penitentiary as vagrants ; -ad the 
other was to facilitate our inspections of prisons. 

As to the workhouse, the proceedings of the Association “--re so 
fally detailed in their Jast annual report, that it is unnecesse:+ te re- 
peat them here. It will be sufficient to mention, now, that +. oe that 
report, they have renewed their application to the Commo): ( ‘ouncik 
for the aid necessary to carry out their purposes, but hithert:: in vain, 
The Committee of the Association waited upon the Commitice of the 
Common Council, and explained their objects and purposes, but they 
were not fortunate cnough to obtain any report or notice froin the city 
authorities, either favorable or adverse. And, in the mean time, all 
the frightful evils which have again and again been portrayed zs flow- 
ing from the treatment which this class of prisoners receive at the 
hands of our city government, continue without any sensible abate- 
ment ; and the city scholarships in vice continue as heretofore to be 
liberally endowed, and to send forth daily upon the cemmunity its 
novices in crime perfected in their education, by the dire communica- 
tions to which they are subjected. 

The Association do not, however, despair of being ultimately suc- 
cessful in their efforts in this regard. In a community like ours, the 
progress of reform, though slow, is sure ; and the Association are con- 
fident that patient perseverance will yet overcome all obstacles. 

In regard to the Inspection of Prisons, the Association early expe-   
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rienced difficulties which must exist, and render their examinations 

very unsatisfactory, so Jong as they were dependent on the officers of 

the prisons for the time, and manner and extent to which they were 

ermitted to inquire. They therefore applied to the Legislature for 

eave to examine any or all the prisons of the State, city or county, 

vithout being dependent for leave to do so upon those whose conduct 
hey were to investigate. The Legislature granted the power as asked 

or, but they went farther, and made it the purty af the Association to 

isit, inspect, and eramine ALL THE prisons in the State, and ANNUALLY 

report to the Legislature their state and condition, and all such other 

things in regard to them as might enable the Legislature to perfect their 

government and discipline. LHe 

The Association felt this to be an important addition to their duties, 

the more especially as the Legislature had made no provision for the 

expense in which the Society would thereby necessarily be involved, 

and they were apprehensive that their funds might, by the performance 

of this duty, be diverted from the charitable purposes intended by the 

donors. They determined, however, to assume the duties thus im- 

posed upon them, in the confident hope, that, by a rigid course of 

economy, and aididitional exertions in procuring contributions from the 

humane and public spirited, they could perform their duty without 

serious interference with the charitable purposes of their organization. 

A thorough examination, such as the Legislature contemplated, in- 

volved a good deal of labor, as well as expense ; and that labor, by 

the statute, devolved upon the members of the Executive Committee, 

a'most all of whom were actively engaged in business of their own, 

or in the business of official stations, and could illy spare the time 
enecessary to the due execution of the task. 

They undertook this Jabor, however, and performed it, in the year 

1846, at an expense of about $1000 in money, including the addition 

thereby made to the expense of printing their report, and the labor of 

fcurteen of their number in visiting the different prisons. 

They visited that year, and carefully inspected, our four state pris . 

ons, and nine county prisons, and were able, in their last report, to lay 

before the public and the Legislature, a more full, definite, end accu- 

rate statement, especially of the condition and goveinment of our  
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state prisons, than had ever before been obtained from any source 
whatever. 

The Association took, as their model, the system of inspection which 

has been adopted and carried on for some years in England, at a great 

expense, and which, since its adoption, has always enabled the British 

Parliament to legislate understandingly on the snbject,and which has 

produced in that country great and valuable improvements in prison 

government. The British ispectors of prisons had, however, one 
great advantage over us ip respect to the labor required in the task. 

The keepers of their various prisons were required to keep very mi- 

nute tables constantly, and it was only necessary for the inspectors to 

compile their reports from those tables. The Association had, how- 
‘ ever, no such advantage. The books kept at our prisons gave a very 

' imperfect view of the actual state of things, and our inspections neces- 

sarily involved a personal examination into various matters in regard 

to which the records of our prisons offered no assistance whatever. 

Thus the statistics of our state prisons rendered a personal interview 

with every prisoner necessary, and from those interviews was obtained 

a mass of information in regard to the statistics of crime more com- 
plete and satisfactory than was ever before obtained in this country. 

But these personal interviews made our Committees the depositories 

of many secrets of those prison-houses, as yet unknown to the world, 

and disclosed many abuses, which, we subsequently ascertained, had 

been concealed from the official inspectors. We were frequently re- 

minded of a sort of rule which had been adopted by the officers of our 

state prisons, and prevailed in them all, that a prisoner was never to 

be believed in any statement he might make. This was a convenient 

rule for the officers in respect to the world ontside, but was not acted 

upon by them inside, for they were daily and hourly in the habit of » 

taking their word in regard fo matters of business and discipline. Our 

Committees, therefore, were rather disposed to adopt their practice 

than their theory. Yet our experience admonished us to be careful 
how we received any such statement, and we never did give faith to 

any unless, upon examination, we found it satisfactorily corroborated 
otherwise. , 

In this manner was obtained the clue to numerous abuses, which, 

through our instrumentality, were corrected, but which had never met 

the public eye in the annual reports made to the Legislature. These-   

33 

abuses in discipline and government were not all that it was made our 

duty, under the law of our incorporation, to notice and expose. 

In one of our state prisons it was found that a Jaw of the State, | </ py, 

which required that every article bought by the agent should be ex- - 

amined by the clerk, and compared with the invoice thereof, was en- 

tirely disregarded, and that no distinct book for such purchases was 

kept, as required by law. It was found, upon further examination, 

that it was not the general practice at that prison to examine the pur- 

chases to sce whether the State got all it paid for, and thus was afforded 

an abundant opportunity for peculation, which the law had in vain 

attempted to guard against. This practice had been prevailing some 

time at that prison; yet it had never been mentioned in any of the 

reports to the Legislature. 

In one of the state prisons it was found that the agent had so made} 

up his annual report as to convey to the Legislature the idea that the 

earnings of the convicts had amounted to within a few hundred dol- 

lars of the expenses ; but, on our examination, we discovered, and so 

reported to the Legislature, that the expenses for the year exceeded 

the earnings nearly $21,000; or, exclusive “ of repairs, alterations, 

and additions,” some $15,000. And the truth of our statement was 

made manifest by the fact that, before the year was out, the Legisla- 

ture was asked to make an appropriation to that prison of $20,000, 

and afterwards of a much larger amount. 

It was through the Committee of the Association that it was discov- 

ered and demonstrated, that the provision contractor at one of our 

prisons had fed the prisoners with spoiled fish—so badly spviled as to 

render the prison noisome from their smell ; that this was done after 

the fish had been condemned hy the physician of the prison, and 

through the instrumentality of one of the officers, who was in the fre- 

quent habit of receiving presents from the contractor. This was de- 

tected and exposed by the means of this Association. 

At the same prison it was discovered by the Committee of the As- 

sociation, that the same provision contractor, through the connivance 

of the same agent, had substituted mutton for beef and pork, as food 

for the prisoners, at such prices as netted to the contractor a clear 

gain of from $1,200 to $1,600 a year ;.and that some of the provisions  
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which were paid for by the measure were never measured, but guessed 
at as to quantities. 

It has been through the instrumentality of the Association, when 
the officers of our prisons were silent on the subject in their reports to 

the Legislature, that several instances of inhuman treatment were dis- 
covered and exposed. 

One was the case of a man who refused to take his shirt off when 

ordered, preparatory to being whipped. He was obstinate and inso- 

lent in his refusal, and undoubtedly ought to have been punished, for 

the example’s sake, at least : but he was ‘pushed up to the whipping- 

ring by the bayonets of the guard. He was struck with a hickory 

club, “not as big as a man’s wrist,” which broke in two. He was 

then beaten with a cane. He rushed into his cell, where he was safely 

lodged, and there the principal keeper fired two pistols through the 

bars of his cell at him, one of which shots wounded him in the arm. 

He was then poked at with long hickory poles through the bars of his 

cell, until he fell down. The officers then rushed in upon him, and, 

while some pulled him by the heels, others beat him over the head 

with hickory clubs as he lay on the floor. Covered with blood from 

the bayonet stabs, the pistol shot, and the beating, he was tied up to 

the ring, and received fifty lashes on his bare back. He was confined 

to his cell on bread and water for a long time, and was not let out 
until eight months from the day he was committed. Yet not one 

word of this affair ever reached the public eye except through our 
report. 

Facts like these substantiated by the reluctant testimony of the 

officers of the prisons, show that abuses of a most serious and revolt- 

ing character, have been and perhaps still are practiced in our prisons 
of which neither the Legislature or the community have the most dis- 

tant idea. That punishments are there inflicted on human beings 

from which the humanity of our laws protects even brutes. The hith- 

erto only constituted organ of communication between the prisoner 

and the Legislature having thus failed to represent these serious 

abuses to the proper authorities, there seems to be a peculiar fitness 

in the exercise of that power by a third party which has no interest 

to subserve but the good of the State, the reform of the criminal, and 

the cause of humanity. The inspectors however honestly they may 

be disposed to discharge their duties, are always more or less interest-.   
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ed in particular offices, they are instruments of their own appoint- 

ment, friends perhaps of long standing, and it may be, men of con- 

siderable political influence; besides, as supervisors of the prison, the 

presentation of any serious charge against the officers is in fact a cen- 
sure upon themselves, impeaching their vigildnce, care and discretion, 

Thus many abuses are yearly overlooked, which if they had been 
properly represented to the Legislature might have led to investiga- 

tions which would have formed a basis for desirable improvement in 

our prison discipline or at least furnished important lights to guide us 

through its scarcely illumined mazes. The power therefore vested | 

in the Prison Association appears to be wisely devised, and limited as 
it is, to examining and reporting, of the utmost importance. Nor is 

this importance confined to legislative action, its effect on the disci- 

pline of the prison seems to be equally beneficial, and we have docu- 

mentary evidence that under its influences not only the offences 

against discipline have greatly diminished, but that punishments have 

decreased full one-half both in amount and frequency since the estab- 

lishment of our Association, and this too while our institutions have 

maintained their character for exact discipline, and have been more 

productive than ever. In confirmation of this fact we. may adduce 

the following table extracted from the report of Sing Sing prison 

for 1847. 

Years. Average No. of Average No. of Average prices of 
violations per lashes per convict labor 

month. month. per day. 

1843, 1153 1121 31445 
1844, 732 "87 35 
1845, 642 366 38 
1846, 655 1448 40 
1847, 66 38 459, 

T 
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which forcibly illustrates the truth of our remark and the further fact 

that witha diminished population Auburn prison earned as much last year 

as the year before, shows it satisfactorily for that prison. In the lan- , 

guage of a person recently discharged, this society has given convicts 

new hope, a new hold on the community, they feel as though they 

were no longer hunted as wild beasts, but cared for as rational beings 

and they are determined so to conduct while in prison as to merit our 
assistance when they come out. It may be natura] that discharged 

convicts, recipients of our bounty, should speak well of our Institutior. 

but heretofore it has been less common, if not less natural that they should  
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continue to conduct well for a long period after their discharge, yet 

we can point with satisfaction to numbers even in this city whom we 
have assisted that are doing well, enjoying the confidence of their em 

ployers and the respect of the community. Two individuals in particu- 

lar, who have each spent over twenty years of a short life in prison 

(having been several times convicted) have been for nearly two years 

discharged and have during that time conducted themselves with so 

much propriety, and formed such associations, and acquired so much 
character, that we have no reason to fear a relapse. One of these 

told us that the first serious thought of reform he ever entertained 

was directly attributable to the action of the Association, and becom- 

ing convinced that, though degraded, there were still those that cared 

for him; from that moment he determined to care for himsclf. Nor 

is this a solitary instance or uncommon case ; so great an interest is 

felt by them in the object of our labors that they have contributed to 
the funds of the Association, and we have now upon our list of do- 

hors an actual convict in the Clinton prison. 

The fact that government has provided a disinterested party to 

whom the prisoner can fearlessly unbosom himself and reveal his 

grievances with the assurance that if his complaints are just they will 

be fairly represented to that body which holds the power of redress, - 

carries with it a soothing and tranquilizing effect, an effect however 

not confined to the prisoners but that operates also upon the officers, 

exciting them to greater diligence in the discharge of their duties, to 

@ more cautious exercise of power, and a more humane and christian 

treatment of those under their control. 

A discreet exercise of the powers of the Association can only be 

productive of the most desirable results, whilst their abuse seems to 

be so guarded against, protected and limited, as not possibly to lead 

to any great evil.* Feeling thus we were surprised in the extra 

session of 1847 to find the Association made the subject of attack in 

a report made to our Legislature by a committee of the Senate. The 

general tone and temper of this report render it perhaps useless for 
us to add one word of comment. 

* The law provides that no examination of any prison shall be made by the Asso- 

ciation without an order first ob:ained from one of the judges of the Supreme Court 
or a first judge of a County court, naming the individuals who are to examine, and 

the time within which the examination shall be completed.   
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We cannot, however, refrain from selecting that portion which re- 

fers directly to our Association, for the purpose of more particularly 

denying the truth of every essential allegation it contains. The report 

was called for by the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on state prisons be, and are hereby 

authorized and directed, to make a full and minute investigation of the * 

affairs of the Mount Pleasant state prison, including its business and _ 

pecuniary affairs; its government and discipline; the conduct and ~ 

proceedings of the inspectors and other officers ; and the doings of the - 

Prison Association, and their influence on the discipline and usefulness 

of the prison ; and that said Committee have power to send for per- 

sons and papers.” And the part of the report applicable to this Asso- 

ciation was as follows, viz. : 

“With regard to that part of the resolution of the Senate which 

refers to ‘the doings of the Prison Association, and their influence 

on the discipline and usefulness of the prison,’ your Committee be- 

lieve, from what testimony we have been able to obtain in this regard, 

that its influences have tended to impair the discipline of the prison. 

The convicts are said to be “ in daily communication with the Prison 

Association, or some officer of the prison in the interest of the Associa- 

tion, and are informed that the Legislature has given this society 

power to regulate and control the affairs of the prison ;’ that there is 

‘intense feeling and sympathy entertained for the poor creatures, and 

a watchful eye will be kept on all the acts and conduct of the keepers, 

&c., &c., which has a tendency to make the convicts restless, impu- 

dent, and to doubt the authorities of the prison” This is the testimo- 

ny of one who knows well its effects. They seem to act in the char- 

acter of spies on the discipline generally and particularly, being 

permitted to converse alone with the prisoners, without the presence 

of the keeper; and the results above alluded to, your Committee are 
of opinion, are the natural consequences of such minute and constant 

interference with the particular management of the prison, and must 

be very annoying to the keepers in their attempts to preserve a mild 

but healthy discipline.” 

The only color of truth presented in the above extract is to be 

found in the last clause, where it states that “ the Prison Association 

seem to act as spies upon the discipline generally and particularly.” 

This, so far as it relates to the legitimate powers of the Association 
[ Assembly, No. 243.] 2  
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is true; but if intended in an odious sense, or to convey the idea that 

we attempt the exercise of any greater power than was intended to be 

given and exercised, by the Legislature, destitute of all foundation. 

The operations of the Association are undoubtedly vexatious to men 

who are disposed to abuse their power ;—the deeds of bad or incom- 

petent men shun the light, while those of good men court inspection. 

« For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the 

v light, lest his deeds should be reproved.” While the former, there- 

fore, would consider any supervision as onerous, the latter would re- 

joice to see his conduct and management properly appreciated. The 

opposition which we have to encounter originates in those who are 

disposed to abuse their trust, and feel annoyed that they cannot, as 

heretvfore, do it without exposure. The other statements, said to be 

given on the testimony of one who knows, are, most unfortunately for 

the veracity of the report, entirely and notoriously untrue. The Com- 

mittee have, undoubtedly, represented what they honestly believed to 

truth, but they have been the dupes of those cunning and designing 

ones who feel anxious lest their own knavery should be exposed. We 

are all liable to be deceived, and we should not complain of the action 

of the Senate’s Committee did we not feel that courtesy, at least, re- 

quired that they should have informed us of the charges preferred 

against us, so that we might have bad an opportunity of defending 

ourselves from so covert an attack before they had written down an 

association of respectable men united for the promotion of an ob- 

ject which probably the Committee had no more at heart than the 

Association, on the testimony of one witness, and that witness one 

who, from his assumption of peculiar knowledge, seems to be an in- 

terested party. It is from this source alone that opposition is raised 

to the Prison Association. It is, in most instances, of a pecuniary 

V character, arising from the fear of losing either place or profits. 

After relieving and attending to the wants of the detained, the 

principal objects which the Association have in view are the improve- 

ment of criminal law, both in its principles and administration, and in 

the improvement and government of prisons ; but it is to the latter 

subject, the improvement of prison discipline, that we would now 

confine ourselves, We seek it directly and indirectly. Directly, by 

a carefel comparison of the results obtained in different prisons under 

different systems of discipline. By observing the effects of these     
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different systems upon the health and character of the convict, and 

upon the police and productiveness of the prison. By cautiously ex- 

amining their liability to abuse. By collecting and publishing the 

fullest statistics on all subjects relating to the g»vernment of prisons; 

by intercourse with prisoners, advising, warning, reproving, yet hear- 

ing patiently their complaints, and by infusing as much as possible 
into the minds of keepers a right notion of discipline. Indirectly, by 

the encouragement it affords prisoners to conduct well in prison, that 

they may be entitled to the benefits of our Institution when they are 

discharged. By its influence, in warming and cherishing the germ of 

Hope in their bosoms. By its teaching them that, though fallen, they 

are not abandoned ; and that, by steadfast effort, they may regain re- 

spectability ; and by its effect, in producing a better feeling in the 

community towards this class, by the evidence it has presented of the 
entire reformation of many under its care. As at a previous session 

of the Legislature an attempt was made to repeal that part of our 

charter which gives us the power of inspecting prisons, and as such 
an effort may be again made, we beg leave to direct attention to the 

following remonstrance, prepared and presented on that occasion, as 

setting forth succinctly the claims of the Institution for continued con- 

fidence and support. 

Memorial of the Prison Association of New-Yorlc, in relation to the 

repeal of the Charter of said Association. 

To the Honorable, the Assembly of the State of New-York. The 

Memorial of the Executive Committee of the Prison Association of the 

city of New-York respectfully shows, 

That your memorialists deem it their duty to submit to your hon- 

orable body a few observations concerning the bill from the Senate, 

now pending before you for the modification of the Charter of our As- 

sociation. 

Tn respect to county jails, this bill,as we are informed, proposes to take 

from the Association the power of examining any prisoner, by which, 

we presume, it is intended to deny to us the permission given by the 

general Jaw to inspectors of county prisons, and extended to our body 

by its Charter, of conversing with the prisoners “ without the presence 

of the keepers ;” such being the only power of this nature which is 

Possessed, or has been exercised, by us. But in respect to the state  
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| prisons, the bill entirely takes away from the Association al] authority 

to inspect them. 

We should be obliged to regard the passage of a bill making such al- 

terations in our charter, as a formal legislative condemnation either of 

the plans and objects of our Association, or of the measures by which 
we attempted to carry them into effect. As to the former, we will 

not do the Legislature the injustice to suppose, that they can disap- 

prove of any well meant effort for the improvement of prison disci- 

pline, the reformation of prisoners, or the decrease of crime, the great 
objects for which our Association has been formed. As to the latter, 

while we are conscious that our views are liable to mistake; that our 

Jabors are quite imperfect; and that in both we fall far behind the 

calls of humanity amd of duty; we have the satisfaction of knowing, 

that some of them have been productive of good, and we are sure, 

that all have been prompted by a sincere and earnest wish to pro- 

mote the interests of law, humanity and virtue. 

We respectfully submit that the powers of inspection which the 

Legislature have given us, are vitally important to the ascertainment ¢ 

of facts, the detection of abuses, the suggestion of improvements, and 

the discovery of the remedies that ought to be applied. These pow- 

ers, the Legislature will bear in mind, are simply those of inquiry. 

We cannot or~ 

der that a blow less or more shall be struck; that food shall be 

No control is given to us over the prison authorities. 

changed increased or diminished, that anything shall be added to or 
taken from the time of labor assigned to convicts. We cannot sep- 

arate in our county prisons the male from the female, the young from 

the old, the mere vagrant from the hardened criminal. In regard to 
the state prisons our powers are equally limited. 

The object of the Legislature in bestowing upon us these guarded 

powers of inquiry and inspection, your honorable body will perceive, 

by reference to our charter, was to enable the Legislature, by our 

aid, “to perfect the government and discipline of our prisons, by 

bringing to their knowledge the facts necessary for their just and in- 

telligent action.” 

Pursuant to their charter, your memorialists have already presented to 

the Legislature the history of their proceedings for the past year; 
and they appeal with confidence to this report, for evidence, that in-   
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tentionally they have neither perverted their trust, nor been neg- 

lectful of their duties. 

By the proposed modification of our charter, our capacity for use- 

fulness wil] be essentially impaired, We can do but little for the de- 
tained; we shall be injuriously limited in our investigations for im- 

proving the discipline of our prisons; and we shall be almost entirely 

dependent on the representations and statements of keepers in our 

endeavors to aid the discharged convict on his return to society, and 

thus be deprived of that personal knowledge which is necessary to 

the wise administration of this duty. 

The undersigned would respectfully ask the attention of the House 

of Assembly to the matters found on the 74th, 75th, 76th, 77th, and 

78th pages of the second part of our third report, and also to pages 

71 and 72, now before the Legislature, as conclusive evidence of the 

usefulness of inspecting the State prisons, as well as the county jails, 

and the necessity of conversing with prisoners as occasion, in the ex- 
ercise of a sound discretion, may seem to require. That the facts 

contamed in those pages of our report, should have been made known 

to the Legislature, all will admit; that, but for the enquiries of our 

Association, they would ever have become known to them, no one, 

we presume will venture to assert. 

Your memorialists, therefore, respectfully submit to the honorable 

Assembly, that the proposed modification of the charter of the Pris- 

on Association is not called for by the public interest; and that, on 
the contrary, the public good will be best promoted by leaving the 

charter for the present at least, unaltered. They submit, that the na- 

ture and result of their past labors, at least, entitle them to the bene- 
fit of further trial. 

Your memorialists and their associates have no private ends to gain 

by the continuance of their present powers; they desire such continu- 

ance for the sake of the prisoner whom they would reclaim from his 

sins, and relieve from his sufferings. 

They desire it for the sake of society, whose interests they seek to 

protect, by the restoration to uprightness and honesty of those of its 

members who have gone astray. 

They desire it for the sake of our common humanity. Philanthro 

pists in other states, and in distant lands, have hailed the establish-  
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ment of this Association, as an omen of good to mankind. They 

have praised our labors far beyond their deserts; and this praise nec- 

‘ essarily extends to the authority which gave us a legal existence and 

invested us with powers of extensive usefulness. Other states and 

kingdoms are calling to their aid the wise and the good in their en- 
deavors to raise the fallen and elevate everywhere the character and 

influence of their public institutions. And we cannot believe that 

our own State is prepared to retrace steps and abandon the measures 

that it has hitherto taken in the same noble career. 

For these reasons the undersigned hope, that the bill which has 

passed the Senate, modifying and in effect repealing the charter of 
the Prison Association of New-York, will not receive the sanction of 

your honorable body; and they respectfully pray, that if any charges 

shall hereafter be made relative to the measures of the Association, 

and affecting its character and usefulness, they shall not be made the 

hasis of legislative action, until an opportunity shall have been giver 

to the executive committee to explain and vindicate their conduct. 

By order and on behalf of the Prison Association of New-York. 

R. N. HAVENS, 

JOHN DUER, 
JOHN D. RUSS, 
B. F. BUTLER, 
JOHN H. GRISCOM. 

New-York, Dec. 2, 1847. 

The new Constitution having changed the system of prison govern- 

ment in our State, it became the duty of the Legislature to adapt the 

then existing law upon this subject to the requirements of the organic 

law. Early, therefore, in the Session of 1847, the prison Committee 

of each house introduced bills amendatory of the laws ; but as these 

bills were more particularly framed to meet the requirements of the 

Constitution than with a view to any improvement in penal discipline, 

the Executive Committee of the Association felt it to be their duty, on 

so fitting an ocasion, to propose such alterations in our statutes, in re- 

lation to this subject, as the progress of civilization and the best inter- 

est of the State seemed to them to require. Accordingly, a committee 

was appointed, consisting of John Duer, John W. Edmonds, Benj. F. 

Butler, John D. Russ, and Rensselaer N. Havens, to consider and re- 

port what alterations and improvements could be advantageously   
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proposed. The Committee found the statutes relating to this subject ‘ 

so numerous and scattered over a legislation of so many years, that it © 

was even difficult, im many instances, to discover what the law really 
was. Under such circumstances, it was believed that they could 

render an important service to the State, as well as more completely 

effect their own object, if they should collect, arrange, and consolidate 

into one act the existing laws, at the same time availing themselves 

of the opportunity to suggest and introduce such amendments as they 

might deem necessary and proper. Two of the Committee volunteered 

@ to undertake the arduous task, and the present law of the State gov- 

* erning our prisons, with some few alterations, was the result of their 

labors. 

To point out the various modifications and alterations which were 

suggested by the Committee would probably subserve no valuable 

purpose ; briefly however to recapitulate some of the most important, 

seems to be only an act of justice, viz : 

Title I., Art. Ist., §9,as amended, makes labor imperative in coun- 

ty prisons. 

Section 13 provides a Bible for each room, and religious worship 

on Sundays. 

Section 15 makes it the duty of the keepers to keep a record of 

commitments and discharges in conformity with the tables recom- 

mended in our Third Report. 

Title II., Art. 1st., § 34, sub 1, requires the Inspectors to visit each 

of the state prisons at least four times each year. 

Section 34, sub. 4, requires the Inspectors, in making rules for the 

government of the prison, to adopt such as will be more consistent 

with discipline, and will best conduce to reformation. 

Section 34, sub. 11, reduces the term of contract for the supply of 

provisions from three years to one. 

Section 34, sub. 13, makes it the duty of the Inspectors to transmit 

the amount and inventory of the agent to the Compiroller, with such 

remarks as may be necessary to enable him to understand it, and cor- 

rect errors. 

Section 34, sub. 14, requires an estimate, under oath, of the value 

of the property of the State, by two competent persons, to be appoint-  
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“ed by the Inspectors, which shall be transmitted to the Comptroller, 

with the inventory of the agent. 

« Section 34, sub. 15, requires, as far as practicable, the selection for 

keepers, of persons qualified to instruct in the trades and manufactures 

pursued in prison. 

Section 35 requires each Inspector to visit the prison assigned him 

at least once a month, to inquire into its conduct and management : to 

keep a journal of his proceedings at such visitation, and report the 

same to the Board of Inspectors at their quarterly meeting, and that 

such journal shall be entered in the book of the proceedings of the 

Board in the prison to which it relates. 

Section 37 requires all appointments and removals from office to be 

made by a written instrument, and in cases of removal, briefly stating 

the causes, which shall be noted on the next account of the agent to be 

rendered to the Comptroller. 

Title II., Act Ist., § 38, forbids the Inspectors to appoint relatives 

to office. 

Section 39 forbids Inspectors being directly or indirectly concerned 
in any contract for the employment of prisoners or supp!y of pro- 

visions. 

Section 48, sub. 8, requires the agent to submit any controversy 

relative to any claim or demand of any person against the prison to 

arbitration. 

Section 48, sub. 15, requires the agent to close his account annu- 

ally, on the last day of September of each year, and on or before the 

first day of December thereafter, to render to the Inspectors a full and 

true account, accompanied by a copy of the necessary vouchers. 

Section 53, sub. 3, requires the warden to examine daily into the 

state of the prison, and into the health, condition, and safe keeping of 

the convicts, and to inquire into the complaints made by the convicts 

relative to their provisions, clothing, and treatment by the keepers. 

Section 53, sub. 4, requires the warden to make such general or- 

ders, or rules, for the government of subordinate officers of the prison 

as he may deem proper. Such rules and orders shall be in writing, 
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and shall be entered in a book, to be kept by the warden, and shall 

be subject to any alteration or amendment by the Inspectors. 

Section 53, sub. 5, requires the warden to note, in his daily journal, 

the nature of all punishments inflicted, and make a memorandum of 

every complaint by convicts in regard to quality and quantity of food, 

clothing, or unjust treatment by keepers—the journal to be examined 

by the Inspectors. 

Section 53, sub. 8, requires the warden to make a monthly report 

to the Inspectors, stating the names of all convicts received during the 
preceding month, with all facts relating thereto, and also stating, in 

in such report, of the convicts pardoned during the past month, and all 

other particulars in relation to the parties so pardoned, or discharged, 

that are required to be stated in relation to the convicts received in the 

prison. 

Section 57, sub. 8, requires the clerk to make an annual report to 
the Secretary of State, stating, in cases of pardon, the time unexpired 

of the time for which the convicts so pardoned were respectively sen- 

tenced, when such pardons were granted, and the condition, if any, on 

which they were granted, and also the state of health of each convict 

so pardoned, at the time of his discharge. 

Title II., Art Ist., § 57, sub. 2, requires the clerk to keep a register 

of convicts alphabetically arranged, in which shall be entered, under 
appropriate columns, as recommended in the 3d Report of P. A. The 

Inspectors may require such additional facts to be stated on the regis- 

ter as they may deem proper. 

Section 57, sub. 4, requires clerk to examine articles purchased 

by the agent, at the time of purchase, and compare them with the bills 

thereof, to ascertain whether they correspond in weight, quality, and 

quantity, and inspect the supplies which are furnished for the prison 

on contract, or with the provisions of law regulating the same. 

Section 57, sub. 5, requires clerk to enter each bill taken by the 

agent, in the books of the prison, unless he shall know or have reason 

to believe such bill is erroneous ; in which case he shall report the 

bill, with his objections thereto, to the agent of the prison ; and shall  
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do such writing, in relation to the affairs of the prison, as may be re- 
quired of him by the superior officers of such prison. 

* Section 57, sub. 6, requires clerk to have charge of all books of ac- 

counts, registers, &c., relating to affairs of the prison, a!l of which 

shall be preserved, and remain in the prison ; and to be open to ex- 

amination of [nspectors, and others, authorized by law to examine the 

same. 

Section 57, sub. 9, requires clerk to make an annual report to In- 

spectors on or before the Ist day of December in each year the num- 

ber of convicts in prison, the various branches of business in which 

_they are employed, and the number employed in each branch. 
oo ae 

Section 59, giving the matron of the female convict prison, at Sing 

Sing, the same powers, and requiring her to perform the same duties, 

in relation to that prison, as are given and imposed upon the wardens 

of prisons ; and the powers and duties of assistant matron shall be the 
same as those of the keepers of the prison ; but such matron and as- 

sistant matron shall in all cases be bound to obey such regulations and 

instruction as the Inspectors shall from time to time prescribe. 

Section 60, sub. 2, requires the chaplain to visit the convicts in 

their cells, and to devote one hour each week day, and the afternoon 

of each Sunday, for the purpose of giving them moral and religious 
instruction. 

Section 60, sub. 3. To furnish, at the expense of the State, a Bible 

and hymn book to each convict. 

Title IL., Art. Ist., §50, sub. 4, requires the chaplain to take charge 

of the library, see that no improper books are introduced into the 

cells of the convicts, and, if any such be found therein, to take away 

and return them to the agent; and for the purpose of properly per® 
forming these duties, to visit weekly each cell in the prison. 

Section 60, sub. 5, requires chaplain to visit daily the sick in the 

hospital. 

Section 60, sub. 6, to make an annual report to the Inspectors, up 

to Ist of December, relative to the religious and moral conduct of 

prisoners during the past year, stating therein what services he shall. 

have performed, and the fruits, if any, of his instruction, and shall   

|S4 7-48 
No. 243.] Q7 

append thereto, as far as practicable, in tabular form, the facts, as 

required by the tables of the 3d Report of the Prison Association. 

Section61. Two instructors shall be appointed by the board of In- 

spectors for each of the prisons at Sing Sing and Auburn, and one at: 

Clinton state prison. It shall be the duty of such instructors, in con- 
janction and under the supervision of the chaplain, to give instruction 

in the useful branches of an English education to such convicts as, in 

the judgment of the warden or the chaplain, may require the same ; 

and such instruction shall be given for not less than one hour and a 

half daily, Sundays excepted, betweeen the hours of six and nine in 

the evening. 

Section 62.— The chaplain shall make a quarterly report to the In- 

spectors, stating the number of convicts that shall have been instructed 

during the last quarter, the branches of education in which they have 

been instructed, the text books used, and the progress made ; and to 

note especially any cases in which an unusual progress has been made. 

by a convict. 

Section 63, sub. 2, requires the physician to report monthly to the 

inspectors the number of patients received into the hospital during the 

month, stating their respective ages, color, disease, and occupation in 

prison ; the quality and kind of medicine administered ; their condi- 

tion when discharged ; the time they shall have remained in the hos- 

pital ; the number of deaths, stating the cause of such deaths ; and it 

shall be farther his duty to state, in such report, the number of sick 

convicts not received into the hospital for whom he shall have pre- 

scribed during the month, and the quality and kind of medicine so 

prescribed, and the number of days during which such convicts, in 

consequence of sickness, shall have been relieved from labor. 

Tit IT. Art I. § 63, sub. 3, requires the Physician to examine daily 

into the quality and state of the provisions delivered to the prisoners, 

and whenever he shall have reason to believe that any of such provis- 

ions are prejudicial to the health of the prisoner he shall immediately 

make a report thereof to the warden and agent of the prison ; he shall 

also have power, and it shall be his duty to prescribe the diet of sick 

convicts, whether in the hospital or in their cells or elsewhere, and 
his directions in relation thereto shall be followed by the agent and 

warden. ,  
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Section 63, sub. 4, to keep a daily list of all admissions to the hos- 

pital in the manner prescribed in the 3d Repcrt of Prison Association. 

Section 63, sub. 5, to make a yearly report to the Inspectors, of 

the sanitary condition of the prison for the past year, in which all the 

information contained in his daily report and his monthly reports shall 

be condensed. 

Art 3. § 96, whenever a physician of a State prison shall duly 

report to the warden that any convict confined therein is so far insane 

as to render him dangerous, or an improper subject of prison discipline, 

it shall be the duty of such warden to remove such convict to New- 

York State Lunatic Asylum in the county of Oneida ; and the officers 

having charge of the asylum shall receive such convict and retain him 

therein at the expense of the state, as long as he shall continue in- 

sane. 

Section 97, if such insane person shall recover from his insanity 

before the expiration of the term of sentence, the officer having the 

principas charge of the asylum shall give notice of such recovery to 

the agent of the prison from which such convict was sent, as soon as 

in his judgment such convict may be safely removed, and it shall then 

be the duty of the agent to cause the convict to be returned to such 

prison. 

Section 98, in cases where no such report shall have been made by 

the physician of the prison, if the Inspector, or the warden or chaplain 

of the prison shall have reason to believe that any convict confined 

therein is so far insane as to be dangerous or an unfit subject for prison 

discipline, such Inspector, warden or chaplain shall report the same 

to a justice of the peace and two practicing physicians residing most 

contiguous to such a prison, whose duty it ghall be, on being notified 

in writing, to meet on the day mentioned in such notice, at such 

prison, and examine into the case of the convict by personal observa- 

tion or testimony, or both, as they may deem proper, and if a majo- 
rity of them shall be of opinion that such convict is so far insane as 

to be dangerous or an unfit subject of prison discipline, they shall im- 

mediately deliver a certificate of their opinion, under their hands, to 

the warden of the prison, whose duty it shall be to cause such convict 

to be immediately removed to the State asylum at Utica. 
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Section 102, requires the Inspector having charge and the warden, 

physician and chaplain of any state prison in which a convict shall 

die, if they or either of them shall have reason to believe that the 

death of the convict arose from any other than ordinary sickness, to 

call upon the coroner having jurisdiction, to hold an inquest upon the 

body of such deceased convict. 

Section 107, no person not authorized by law or by a written. per- 

mission from an inspector, shall visit any state prison, or communicate 

with any convict therein without consent of the warden, nor without 

such consent shall any person bring into or convey out of a state 
prison any letter or writing to or from any convict, nor shall any 

letter or writing be delivered to a convict, or if written by a convict, 

be sent from the prison until the same be examined and read by the 

warden, or by some other officer of the prison duly authorized by the 

warden. Whoever shall violate this provision shall be deemed guilty 

of a misdemeanor. 

Section 109, whenever any convict confined in a state prison shall 

escape therefrom, it shall be the duty of the warden of the prison to 

take ali proper measures for the apprehension of the convict so escap- 

ed, and in his discretion he may offer a reward not exceeding $50 for 

the apprehension and safe delivery of such convict ; with the consent 

of the Inspector having charge of the prison such reward may be en- 

creased to a sum not exceeding $250, 

These, although not all, are some of the most important amend- 

ments proposed by the committee, and adopted by Legislature. 

The Association early felt the importance not only to themselves 

but to the cause of prison discipline in our State, of cultivating 

friendly relations with the new Inspectors. It was believed that we 

might be of mutual service to each other, and accordingly as soon as 

they were inducted to office the Corresponding Secretary addressed a 

letter to each of the Inspectors requesting that they would appoint a 

time and place, at their earliest convenience, in which they could re- 
ceive a committee of the Association to consult upon its duties and 

privileges under the new law, This was answered by a note from 

Mr. Gedney informing the Committee that he would lay their appli- 

cation before the board, but as the board adjourned without taking 

any further notice of the committee, on the 15th of January 1848, 

they addressed them the following note: -  
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To Messrs. Spencer, Comstock and Gedney, Inspectors of State Pri- 
sons of the State of New-York. 

Gentlemen.—On the 24th of last month the undersigned in behalf 

of the New-York Prison Association, whose committee they are, had 

the honor to address a note to you respe-tfully inviting your attention 
to certain provisions in an act of the Jate Legislature, entitled “An 

act for the better regulation of the County and State Prisons of the 

State, and consolidating and amending the existing laws in relation 

thereto;” and asking you to name some early period during the first 

meeting of your board, when it would be convenient for you to con- 

fer with the committee in regaad to the provisions of the act more im- 

mediately relating to the duties of the Association. 

On the the 31st of December the committee received a note from 

John B. Gedney Esq., 8f White Plains, one of your number, of 
which the following is a copy: 

White Plains, Dec., 30, 1847. 
Gentlemen.—Your letter of the 24th inst., isat hand. I will con- 

fer with associates and will give you timely notice when it will be 

convenient to have an interview with you. 

T remain yours truly, 

JOHN B. GEDNEY. 
To Messrs. John D. Russ and others, Committee. 

The committee have been anxiously waiting since the receipt of 

this letter to receive an official communication from the board fixing 

the time and place of such meeting. As however, no such notice 

has been received by us, and as we understand the Board of Inspec- 

tors has adjourned, it becomes necessary in the discharge of the du- 

ties imposed upon us by our act of incorporation and modified* by the 

late Legislature, to ask of you a general order to examine the differ- 

ent State and County prisons throughout the State, and report to you 

in accordance with the direct provisions of this law as defined in the 

25th and 26th sections of title first, article second. 

We cannot conclude this note without expressing our regret that 

the time of the inspectors was so much occupied during their recent 

session as to make it necessary for them to deny the very reason- 

able desire of this committee, especially as we had flattered our 

*Erroneous although strenuous efforts were made by one of the Inspect 
produce such a result. ry pectors to     
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selves that much good might result, not only to our Association, 

but to the State by an early interchange of opinions with those 

placed in such an eminent position for usefulness, and who, we 

cannot doubt, have with ourselves but a single eye to the welfare of 

the convict, and the best interests of the State. 

We have the honor to be, 

Gentlemen, yours respectfully, 

JOHN D. RUSS, and others, 

Com. Pris. Association. 

Thus the matter stood until the month of August last when it be- 

came the duty of the Association, in conformity with the provisions 

of their charter, to visit and examine the different prisons. For this 
purpose various committees were appointed; and among them one 

composed of John Duer, John D. Russ, Isaac T. Hopper, William C. 

Russel and Richard Reed, to visit and inspect Sing Sing prison. A: 
majority of this committee undertook to fulfil the objects of their ap- 

pointment but were met on the threshold of the prison by the 

} warden Mr. Wells, who peremptorily refused them admission, re- 

marking “if you go in under that order I leave the prison to-morrow.” 

* On further reflection, however, as one of the Inspectors was then at 

the prisoa he referred the committee to him. The first decision of 

the Inspector was a similar refusal, but further consideration decided 

him to Jay the demand before the board of Inspectors who were to 

meet that afternoon, and if they decided differently, he promised to 

give us immediate notice. The committee waited several weeks for 

this answer, but as none came they were compelled to consider the 

decision of the Inspector as the decision of the board, and to act ac- 

cordingly. On the 17th day of August some months from the time of 
their demand, the committee by direction of the Association peti- 

tioned for an alternative mandamus which was issued by the Supreme 

Court on 23rd of August, returnable in twenty days; and although 

near five months have elapced such are the delays which have been ~ 

interposed, that no decision has yet been had although the Inspectors 

appear to have virtually yielded the point by allowing the Association 

to visit and inspect other prisons. 

The committee regret that the warden and Inspectors should have 

felt it their duty to have refused to the Association the exercise of 

their legal rights, not only on account of the needless expense which    
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unnecessary litigation will occasion, but especially as the accounts 

, which we are daily receiving from that prison, give occasion to much 

anxiety in relation to its present state and condition. 

FINANCES. 

The report of the finance committee and the accounts of the treasu- 
rers of that and the female department shew that there has been ex- 

pended since our last report, viz. in 1847: 

For the relief of discharged convicts including herein the establishment 

and support of the Home for Females, ........0..6- $3284 04 

For Committee on Detentions, ......ceceeeceseseeeee 176 62 
For Inspection of Prisons, ......00.e+esseeeeeeseess 207 18 

For Printing and Stationery, .......eceeaseee eeeees 963 53 

For compensation to Financial Agent, .......e.eeeee0- 784 31 

For office rent, Clerk hire, Insurance, &, .....200.026. 376 19 
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pelling them to withhold altogether their subscriptions, or give but a 

part of their usual donations. It is to be hoped that a returning sea- 

son of prosperity will replenish their treasury, and that their means of 
usefulness may be extended beyond that of any former period.” 

While waiting for such a season we believe that we have a legitimate 

claim upon legislative aid ; the embarrassments under which the As- 

sociation now labors were directly induced by its efforts to comply 

with the requirements of our charter which impose upon us as a duty, 

what we only asked as privilege, and enjoins us yearly to inspect and 

report the state and condition of our prisons. In the exercise of this 

duty we incurred an increase of expenditure which has proved a cause = 

of serious embarrassment in our subsequent proceedings. We have: +” 

twice petitioned the legislature for relief, have received a favorable wo 

report from the committee to whom our petition was referred, still no 

action has been had, and we have been obliged in consequence to 

abandon our plan for a genera! inspection of the prisons of the state. 

$5791 87 The report upon our first memorial, as it is in substance the same 

as the second, and as it forcibly presents the testimony of other and 

disinterested parties, to the value and importance of our labors, we 

shall here introduce. 

In 1848 : 
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For discharged convicts including the support of the Home, $2941 13 

For Committee on Detentions, ........ 0 00 In Assembly October 18, 1847. 
For Inspection of Prisons, .....csesceeeses cee aces 49 23 

Report of the committee on State Prisons on the petition of the o
n
 

eae w eee ares scat nee For Printing and Stationery, .... 113 97 

526 48 

474 87 

For compensation to Financial Agent; .......0eee000: 

For office rent, Clerk hire, Insurance, &c, 

$4105 68 

The contributions for 1847 were $4,229.80 and for 1848 $2,582. 

14, leaving a deficiencey in the receipts of the past year, when com- 

pared with those of the previous year, of $1,647.68. In the female 

department, the receipts for 1847 were $1,892.03, while for 1848 

they were only $1,697.81 leaving a deficiency of $194.22 in this 
department. 

It will be perceived from this statement that there has been a 

serious diminution in the amount of contributions for the past year. 
But we are happy to learn from the report of the finance committee, 

“ that it does not arise from any lack or decrease of interest in the 
objects of the association, but on account of.a comparative depression 

in business which has limited the means of many friends, thus com-     

Prison Association for relief. 

Mr. Rathbun from the Committee on State prisons to which was 

referred the petition of the New-York Prison Association, 

Reports: 

“That upon a careful examination of the memorial and petition of 

the said Association, together with the accompanying documents, they 

find that by the act of the Legislature, passed May 9, 1846, it is 

made the duty of the Association to inspect and examine al] the pri- 

sons in the State, and to report to the Legislature annually their state 

and condition, together with such other things in regard to them, as 

may enable the Legislature to perfect their government and discipline. 

That in compliance with the provisions of this act, the Association 

jn 1846, inspected and examined fifteen county prisons, (including the 

Essex and Jefferson market prisons, in the city of New-York,) and 

the four State Prisons of the State. That they have embodied the 

result of their examinations in a voluminous report, replete with 

[Assembly, No. 243.] 3  
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startling facts, valuable suggestions, and minute statistics. That they 

have shown great care and diligence in collection and preparing this 

matter, and that their reports, occupying about one hundred pages of 

solid matter and figures, are highly honorable to the Association and 

creditable to the State. In imposing this onerous duty, which has 

thus far been so ably performed by the Association, no provision was 
made for their compensation, and as theirs is a voluntary Association, 

without endowment, engaged in highly praiseworthy and benevolent 

objects, calculated to have an important and salutary influence upon 

the conduct and management of our prisons, it appears to your com- 

mittee, that not only as a matter of right, but asa dictate of sound 

policy, the Legislature should make such provision for this inspection 

as shall at least indemnify the Association for the expense thus in- 

curred. 

Your committee therefore, have prepared and beg leave to present 

the accompanying bill, which in their opinion contemplates the ap- 

propriation of no more than a just compensation for the valuable ser- 

vices rendered during the past year, and a further provision for simi- 

lar services during the present year.” 

However just and proper an allowance for the discharge of duties 

made incumbent by the Legislature may be, we feel that we have a 

moral claim upon their countenance and support of even a higher 

character. A claim for the reformation of many who would other- 

wise have been missionaries of evil, scattered over our land, corrupt- 

ing and debasing all with whom they might come in contact. Those 

who have carefully observed the influences of a vicious heart, over 

youthful minds, can alone appreciate the value of only one such re- 

form. The gain is not wholly, nor is it mainly to the individual. 

Society is equally interested. We therefore boldly and unhesita- 

tingly ask the Legislature for assistance believing that the salutary in- 

fluences of our action will produce a yearly saving to the State in 

criminal prosecutions alone, of much more than any appropriation we 

shall be likely to request, or the Legislature to grant. 

In soliciting contributions for our charity we often meet individuals 

_ who refuse us their assistance on the ground that prevention is better 

than cure, and that they prefer to support the House of Industry, or 
some other preventive charity, to one that professes to be simply 

reformative. To all such we would say that prevention operates indi-   

No. 243.] 35 

vidually, contamination collectively, one bad man may corrupt a hun- 

dred good ; but assuming their position we still think we have the 

strongest claim to their support. Is not ours eminently a preventive 

as well asa reformative Institution? Will not the reformation of 

one hardened offender, by changing his influence over the minds of 
those just ready to fall, do more to prevent crime, than any mere ef- 

fort for prevention possibly can? Any effort, therefore, to sustain a 

reformative institution we consider to be eminently a preventive 
effort. 

DETENTIONS. 

The association having involved itself by its efforts to inspect and 

examine prisons, to comply with the requisitions of its charter, have 

been obliged to depend for the last eighteen months on the voluntary _ 

services of one of their number, as agent for this committee, and al- 

though it is believed that he has acceptably performed the duty he 

undertook, it can hardly be expected that he will thus gratuitously 
continue his labors for the coming year. The duties of this agency 

are arduous and exceedingly important, and we should at least be in 

a position to make a reasonable compensation to any competent per- 
son that may undertake them. They embrace an extensive field, in- 

cluding not only the four prisons of New-York but the prison at 

Brooklyn. The commitments in New-York for the last year have 

been as follows: 

January,.... 851 

February, . 750 

March, .......... we. 715 

April, .... se eeee es. 7129 

Mayy.cce ccc cececeeeeceeceneeesevae 1107 

1300 

: oe. 1235 

August, see 1412 

September,......0. e000 1465 

1390 
November, .. ».. 1123 

December, 

The books of the committee shew that between the Ist of July 

1847 and the ist July 1848, there have been admitted into this prison 

the following numbers for the following causes.  
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. For a more particular account of the city prisons during the past 

year, we would refer to the report of the Detention Committee. 

Some interesting particulars, however, appertaining to the operation 

of that Committee for the previous year, which should be made a 

matter of record, have no place in their report. These, although re- 
ported to the Executive Committee; have not yet been made public, 

and, as they seem necessary to a full history of the doings of that 
Committee, we feel it a duty briefly to recapitulate them. The whole 

number discharged from prison during the year 1847, upon the appli- 

cation of the Committee’s agent, was 142. Of these, 32 were 

girls, and 26 boys. The disposition of ihose discharged was 

as follows :—Apprentices, 3. Fines remitted, 1. Sent to house 

of Refuge, boys, 7. Do., girls, 7. Witnesses discharged, 2. Dis- 

charged on habeas, 6. Sent to lunatic asylum,6. Sent to the home, 

16. Provided employment for, 25. Bailed, 1. 

This report embodies a memorial sent to the Common Council, 

of the city of New-York through the Executive Committee, in August, 

1847, in which they state, after a full exposition of the then condition 

of the city prison, their conviction of the necessity of a reform in the 

following particulars. 

First.—That the Sixth Ward police should be immediately removed, 

and proper accommodations secured for them elsewhere or that 

they should be restricted to the basement front of the city prison, and 

the lower part of the lockup house. 

Second.—That the female up-stairs department should be so in- 
creased as to furnish forty more separate cells. 

Third.—That a communication between the north and south wings 

of the front of the prison should be made by a covered gallery behind 

the columns of the portico, or by means of stairs and a covered way 

on the roof. 

Fourth.-That the prisoners, one and all, should be confined to 

separate cells, and only allowed to walk for certain hours upon the 

corridors and in the yard, in such manner and according to such rules 

as to prevent personal intercourse. 

Fifth—That grated doors should be provided for the cells, or some 

‘ proper means of ventilation introduced. 
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Sizth.—That communication through the soil-pipes should be pre- 

vented by an alteration in the manner of their construction. 

Seventh.—That a hospital should be provided for the sick. 

Eighth.—That no person should be allowed to visit the prisoners ex- 

cept for urgent reasons, and then only in the presence of a keeper. | 

Ninth —That articles of food prepared for the prisoners by eating - 

houses, or friends, should only be given to the prisoners by the keep- 

ers, or some one specially designated for the purpose. 

Tenth.—That prisoners should not be allowed to converse with 

each other on the corridors, under pain of forfeiting their right to the 

use of the same. 

Eleventh.—To prevent the possibility of any mistake by which two 

or more prisoners may be placed in a cell, a directory, with the num- 

ber of the cells thereon, should be kept at the desk, with the name of 

the occupant placed opposite the number of his cell. 

Twelfth.—That the cells now occupi? by, or used as lumber rooms, 

be cleansed, repaired, and fitted for the use of prisoners. 

Thirteenth.—That a supply of straight jackets should be kept for 

the use of the insane. 

Fourteenth.—That a complete set of rules for the government of the 

officers and prison should be printed, and placed in a conspicuous 

place on every corridor and in each cell. 

Fifteenth.—As the Revised Statutes evidently contemplate that all 

convicts in county or city prisons shall be constantly employed at 

hard labor, we deem it our duty to call the attention of your honorable 

body to the fact, that the intentions of the Legislature hitherto have 

been wholly disregarded, and no provision has been made for the em- 

ployment of the convicts in any of our city prisons. 

Although no other action was taken by the Common Council than 

to refer this report to the Prison Committee. 1t seems, in connection 
with the exertions of our agent, and a letter by one of our officers 

publicly addressed to the mayor, which appeared, about the same 

time, to have operated so effectually on the good sense of the officers 

\ § 
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, of our city prison, that, notwithstanding the indifference of the author- 

’ ities, considerable effort was made during the year, both by the keeper, 

_ Mr. Edmonds, and by the physician, to remedy existing evils, and 

put the prison in a better state for the moral health and physical im- 

' provement of the unfortunate prisoners. Thus is noticed in the female 

| department an attempt to separate and classify the prisoners :—the 

‘ addition of an airing yard for females ; the separation of young offend- 

_ ers and children from those more advanced in crime ; the introduction 

of temperance lectures and the pledge, and a weekly administration 

to the spiritual wants of the detained. The physician has added to 

his own comfort and the respectability of the establishment by pre- 

paring a suitable office for his department ; by fitting up a commudious 

hospital with six beds, and by the introduction of straight jackets and 

camesoles, those indispensable requisites for the insane. Since that 

report, further improvements have been attempted, particularly by the 

occupation of the five day prisoners in picking oakum, producing 

cheerfulness, order, and decorum. The Prison Committee have also 

made some effort to aid the individual efforts of the officers, and have 

authorized, at several times, the appropriation of small sums for this 

“.; object. Under their direction apartments have been fitted up in the 

3 north wing of the building for the accommodation of children ; and, 

’” more recently, three large rooms in the female department added, and 

a division of the upper part of the female prison into eight distinct 

rooms for the purpose of the separate confinement of different classes ; 
but, unfortunately, the provision for children was made in a part of 

the prison which has rendered it entirely useless, and the additional 

apartments for females, instead of affording opportunities for a more 

_ distinct classification, even interfere with the classification that pre- 

: viously existed, as formerly there were two rooms under distinct 

locks, while now there are thirteen under one. 

The report recommends that the term of office of keeper in all our 

prisons should be increased, and that they should receive their ap- 

a pointment for at least three years, removable only for malfeasance, and 
: that they should possess the right of appointing and dismissing their 

. 2.-gubordinates at will, Such a system, it is thought, would remedy 

ae, many of the evils at present complained of, secure efficient and intel- 
‘ligent action, and afford the officers an opportunity, not only to design, 

¥- ut to carry into operation the improvements in discipline and gov- 
‘ ernment which their experience would suggest. 
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The present method of paying the keeper of our city prison, seems 

to be a remnant of a barbarous age, and so evidently unjust and op- 

& pressive, that it is a matter of astonishment and surprise that it should 

§ have been tolerated to this day. A large proportion of the keepers 

salary is derived from the lock-up feees, i. e. from a tax of seventy- 

five cents levied upon every person locked up. To suffer imprison- 

ment upon mere suspicion seems to be hard enough, without being 

obliged to pay for liberty when that suspicion is removed. Prisoners 

supposed to have money in their possession are frequently detained, 

if they refuse to pay, for days after being otherwise discharged. 

The keeper can not be blamed for the exercise of this right, as not 

only his livelihood in part depends upon it, but the terms of the dis- 

charge, which are usually as follows, to wit: ‘ Discharge the body 

of C. D. after payment of your fees” contemplates such a demand. 

Besides the wrong done to the detained, it frequently throws upon 

the public the expense of his further maintenance for an indefinite 

period. 

In addition to the suggestions of the Detention Committee em- 

embodied in their reports we would call attention to the law esta- 

| blishing our county jails which required, 1st that they shall keep all per- 

sons committed to their charge as witnesses: 2d those who are detain- 

ed for trial and examination : 3d those held on civil process, and 4th 

those under conviction or sentence. These are by law obliged to be 

so accommodated that the convicts shall be kept in separate rooms 
from the other classes, that the prisoners shall not be jermitted to 

converse with one another, and those under sentence are required to 

labor when so ordered by the keeper. These are the general provis- 

ions of the law, and embrace all that part which relates to the police 

and government of the prison. However defective this law may ap- 

pear, and defective it undoubtedly is, it possesses some provisions 

which if faithfully carried into practice, would change the entire 

character of prison influences, and leave us at least the hope that 

corruption would not necessarily be the resuit of incarceration. But - 

there is no example in this state, of a prison in which the law is ob- 

served, although all its provisions are proper, just, and necessary, 

and ought to be carried into immediate effect, or a new mode of dis- 

cipline introduced. Society allows its hourly infraction so that 

there is not a prison in the state either in cify or county where even 

an attempt is made to enforce the full provisions of the statute. In 

the city of New-York where our prisons from their size, the wealth of 
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the place, the intelligence of the people and the number of the clergy 

to whose particular care the poor prisoner seems to have a special 

claim, we should naturally look for such improvement, there is not 

{even an attempt made to restrain prisoners from the most. uninterrupt- 

ed intercourse. 

The demoralizing influences thus active in houses of detention 

under their present organization lead us to examine into the nght of 

society to incarcerate an individual on the mere suspicion of having 

committed an offence and hold him in durance for weeks or months, 

perhaps years, *without trial; thus depriving the individual of his 

labor and his family of his support, and at the end of the period acquit- 

ing him and then throwing him upon society a beggar with all the advan- 

tages which our prisons now afford of a long pupilage in crime, and 

smarting under a sense of injustice, with every inducement to put the 

knowledge thus acquired intopractice. Has he nota right to protection, 

has he not a right toremuneration? Ifthe community for its safety in- 

flicts an injury, common sense teaches that it,and not its innocent 
victim should bear the burthen, The doctrine that the King can do no 

wrong, has here long been exploded, while its counterpart, that the 

public can do no wrong, is still suffered to exist to the manifest injury 

of the poor. How so flagrant an outrage upon the rights of indivi- 

duals and the condition of society should have continued to exist up 

to this moment almost whhout comment seems astonishing. The 

objeéé of government, which is to protect individual rights, has in this 
instance been perverted to destroying those rights and harrassing and 

oppressing the individual. The only probable reason we can offer 

for its continuance up to this time is that it affects in a great measure 

only those who are poor and friendless and destitute of the means for 

procuring redress for their wrongs, or even of making them known. 

Tf similar sufferings had been inflicted on a higher class they would 

have found means ere this to have rid themselees of the burthen. 

: But though late, shall we not ask a remedy ? and have we not a right 

to insist that every man that is incarcerated in a county prison without 

sufficient cause, shall receive pay for his time whenever he shall be 

honorably discharged; mistakes no doubt will arise, but when they 

“*A member of this association was instrumental in obtaining the release of a per- 

son from prison in one of our southern states during the past year, who had been 
confined seven years without a final trial. 
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happen, those who make them should suffer and not the innocent 

poor. A measure of this kind would render our public officers more 

cautions in the discharge of their duties, and many that are now put 

to much trouble and expense and unjust suffering would be spared 

these inflictions. In a criminal case the only person wronged is the' 

only person that sutfers, and the greater the wrong the greater the , 

suffering. This rule bears almost entirely upon the poor and friend- i 

less, as those who have property or influence, can get bail, and thus 

avoid its severest penalty. If it is necessary sometimes to imprison 

the innocent to secure a proper administration of justice, let it be 

done, but let those benefited by it pay for it. Although we are not 

prepared at the present moment to offer any distinct plan for the mi- 

tigation or removal of this evil, we cannot conclude without earnestly 

recommending the whole subject to the special attention of the Legis- 

lature. 

PRISON DISCIPLINE. 

The committee charged with the consideration of this important 

subject, have since their 3rd report only reported their inspections of 

prisons. This is the more to be regretted as the character and intelli- 

gence of the members of that committee as well as the attention 

which they have previously given to the matter seem peculiarly 

to qualify them to impart useful and important information and to 

guide and direct the prison discipline of the State. While this ap- 

parent neglect on their part imposes upon us the duty of supplying 
as far as in our power the deficiency thus created, and while we par- 

ticularly refer to the 2d and 3d Reports of the Prison Association for 

the exposition of our views in relation to health, diet, cleanliness, 

ventilation, exercise, employments, insanity, medical treatment, re- 

iormation, instruction, isolation and intercourse, rewards and punish- 

ments, the pardoning power, financial system, administration and su- 

pervision, duties of officers, &c., we would invite more particular at- 
tention to several matters which have not yet received the attention 

to which they are believed to be entitled. 

LENGTH OF SENTENCES. ; 
— i 

. . . “yf 
We observe that thus early in the session of our Legislature a bill: 

has been introduced, which materially shortens the periods of imprison- |    
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«ment for every degree of crime except in cases of life sentences. The j 

subject is undoubtedly one of much importance and requires to be 

carefully examined and ‘adjusted. There cannot we think be a doubt 

that for first and perhaps second offences the period of sentence ¥ 

might be materially shortened not only without injury but we believe 4 
Should not * 

punishment however be increased on a repetition of the offence, and ¥ 

with decidedly increased hopes of reformatory action. 

every repetition be followed by a severer sentence? Whether the 

“present extreme is too long for third or fourth convictions is perhaps 

‘a matter of some doubt. But is not the principle upon which sen- 

tences are at present based an erroneous one? And ought we not, 

before altering the terms of imprisonment, if possible, to establish 

some true and unerring principle by which to regulate our sentences? 
Why should the man that steals for instance twenty-five dollars be 

subject to State prison at hard labor, while another, according to our 

law, who steals twenty-four dollars and ninety-nine cents, can only 

be imprisoned in our penitentiary for six months? The only answer 

we apprehend that can be given, is, that such is the law; the pecunia- 

ry difference is certainly inadequate to account for it, and there are few 

we presume who will urge that the moral guilt was greater in one }) 

case than in the other. 
be that there is a necessity for some definite rule and whatever rule is 
adopted would seem to be arbitrary. Yet it appears to us the present 
distinction between grand and petit larceny is based on no correct prin- 

i ciple. The amount taken ordinarily makes but little difference in the 

' moral turpitude of the crime, and is more frequently the result of cir- 

cumstance than the offspring of design. Why then should one thief re- 

ceive agreater punishment than another? It may be answered because 
he has done a greater wrong. In either case itis but the breaking of a 

lawand the injury of an individual, and such are the circumstances of 

some individuals that the loss of five dollars would be more severely 

‘felt than the loss of thousands by others. 

ity is intended, you must punish the theft irrespective of the amount 

The thief that steals five dollars, except from necessity, 

would if an opportunity offered take any larger amount. How then 

shall this matter be arranged? Shall there be no distinction made 

between grand and petit larceny? Must we punish the man that 

steals only three dollars, as much as the one who has taken three 

thousand? We would answer for the theft certainly, as we consider 

The only argument for its adoption seems to 

If the protection of socie- 

‘stolen. 
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all theft alike heinous, but for the protection of society against larger 

crimes it may be necessary to apportion the punishment in some de- 

gree to the amount stolen. In doing this we would not subject our- 

selves to an arbitrary rule which punishes with unequal severity the 

different objects of its action. To obviate the difficulties incident to 

the present system, the adoption of a general law has been suggested, 

which it is believed will not only have a tendency to protect society 

against the commission of higher offences but at the same time intro- 

duce a more desirable uniformity in the punishment of crime. To 

state more distinctly the idea, it is proposed that hereafter there shall 

be two kinds of punishment inflicted for all crimes against property, 

the first of which shall be longer or shorter, according to the number 

of convictions, the age of the offender and the circumstances under 

which the crime was committed, and another which shall in all cases 

bear a certain definite proportion to the amount stolen. 

Without adopting this suggestion as a deliberate opinion of the As- 

sociation, we most earnestly recommend the whole subject to the 

consideration of the Legislature, persuaded that a law which, without 

discretion, punishes the theft of all sums over twenty-five dollars with 

imprisonment for at least two years at hard labor in a state prison, 

must necessarily be productive of great injustice when it can only in- 

flict a punishment of six months in a county penitentiary for any less 

amount. 

It may be here stated, as an important recommendation of this 
suggestion, that it will prevent the exercise of malice, partiality, or 

benevolence on the part of the court, the proof of the crime fixing its 

own sentence ; and that it will avoid all just cause for discontent on 

the part of the condemned, as it appears to be based on an immutable 

principle—that of strict and exact justice to all. Let any one exam- 

ine into the different cases of larceny in our state prisons, and he will 

find prisoners from one section of our state punished for months, and 

even years longer, for almost the same offence, than from another sec- 

tion ; and so forcibly did this subject press itself upon our minds by 
alate examination of one of our prisons, that we thought we could 

even read the character of the judge through the sentences of crim- 

inals.    
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. Should these suggestions be favorably entertained, the plan in re- 
gard to 

District Prisons, 
presented by the Prison Discipline Committee in their third report, 

would become almost a matter of imperious necessity. But irrespec- 
tive of these, we cannot but strenuously urge a measure which we 

conceive to be so essential to the introduction of those reformatory 

influences, and that strict discipline and government which are alike 
demanded for the well being of the prisoner and the good of the 

community. Since our recommendation in that report, the plan has 

been put into operation in Albany and a few of the surrounding 

counties, and it is believed to be productive of the best results. We 

have received the following letter from Mr. Pilsbury, the experienced 

keeper of the penitentiary there, who thus expresses himself :— 

* * * * * * * 

You will perceive by the following ‘circular’ that we shall become 
a ‘district prison.’ I have already made contracts with the counties 

_ of Schenectady and Schoharie to receive all prisoners who may be 

_, Sentenced to their county jails for a term not less than three months. 

Nineteen years ago I visited the penitentiary on Blackwell’s Island 

for the first time. Ihave often been there since, and am sorry to say 
that I have never seen equal order, discipline, or management, to what 

I found on my first visit. Good management can never be secured in 
" prisons or penitentiaries, so long as the officers and keepers know and 

feel that the former have been appointed wholly upon political grounds, 

and are liable to be removed upon the first change that occurs ; and 

- nothing can be more destructive to the interest and welfare of the 

~ ‘prisoner than the frequent change of officers.” * * * * 

CIRCULAR. 

4 ‘Extract from chapter 183, Session Laws, of 1847, entitled “ An | 
Act to amend ‘ An Act for the Construction of a Penitentiary i in the } 

“, County of Albany, passed April 13, 1844,’ passed May 3, 1847.” 

7 +  §7.—It shall be lawful for the Board of Supervisors, in either of 

» the counties of Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Schoharie, Green, | 

~ and Columbia, to enter into an agreement with the Board of Supervi- | 
i sors of the county of Albany (or with any person in their behalf by!  
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them appointed) to receive and keep, in said penitentiary, any person 

or persons who may be sentenced in either of said counties to be con- 

fined at hard labor in the jail of sach county for any time not less than 

three months. And it shall be the duty of the sheriff of any of said 

counties, for which such agreement may be made, as aforesaid, upon 

receiving notice thereof in writing from the beard of supervisors of such 

county, to convey all persons sentenced to confinement at hard labor 

in the jail of said county for a term of not less than three months, to 

the said penitentiary ; and the keeper of said penitentiary shall receive 
such persons, and safely keep ther for the term for which they may 

be respectively sentenced, and employ them according to the discipline 
and rules of said penitenttary. And the officer conveying such con- 

vicis to sail] penitentiary shall be paid by the county from which they 

are sent, such fee for sar! conveyance as tke Board of Supervisors of 

said county shal] direct.”’ 

A majority of the counties in the State are so smal] that they can- 

not afford the expense either of building a prison on an impyoved 

plan, with all the appliances for tea'th and comfort which seem de- 

sirable. Or, could they build su.h an establishment, the expense of 

its management precludes the hope of their ever undertaking so ueces- 

sary areform. Without unity of action among several counties, no 

improvement on the wretched sysican that now prevails can be hoped 

for, and our houses of detention mus: continue their mixed character, 

alike regardless of discipline, mora’ culture, productiveness or pro- 

tection—in fact of every thing ts) :e:ders imprisonment valuable 

except detention. 

FiNt 

While referring generally to the ~.:.munendation of this Associa- 

tion in former reports, we feel ita din), ut ihis time more particularly, 

to urge legislative attention to the subject of fines, as a part of criminal 

sentences. The law, as it now stands, operates most oppressively and 

injuriously upon the pocr man, subjecting him to protracted periods 

of imprisonment, and perhaps a family {o want and suffering, while 

the rich man, who has no claims upon his daily exertions, may buy 

his liberty at once. It would seem, therefore, to be the dictate both 

‘of justice and humanity to provide for the poor some other means of 

escape from the severity of this sentence than the discretionary power 

[ Assembly, No. 243.] 4 
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of judges, who are liable to the same frailties, and are influenced by 
the same passions and feelings with other men. No plan perhaps can 
be suggested which will more effectually and more satisfactorily an- 

swer this object than affixing to every day’s imprisonment a determi- 
nate value, and making it an equivalent for a part of the fine, and 

thus prescribing the term of imprisonment in case of inability to pay, 

and, at the same time, affording an opportunity to those more fortunate 
to regain their liberty at once. 

We would direct attention to the tabular forms which follow, extracted 
from the 47th page of the third report of the prison discipline committee, 

and ask for them that candid consideration which they seem to merit. 

Nothing would conduce more to a right understanding and proper ap- 

preciation of the subject of prison discipline than a uniform method 
both of recording and reporting prison statistics. At present there 

seems to be no uniformity in this respect; the prisons in one state 

differing from those of another in regard to the nature and variety of 

the facts presented and even the same prison differing from year to 

year with itself. For all useful purposes it would be quite as well 

that the statistics should be withheld altogether as to be thus fitfully 

The Legislature having adopted our tabular forms it is 
hoped and presumed that hereafter we shall have uniform and valua- 

ble reports of our prisons ; and we would most earnestly recommend 

to the Legislatures of other States to prescribe the same form and as- 

reported. 

similate their future reports to the reports of our own State. These 

forms may not have provided for all the interesting facts connected 

with prisons, but they certainly present more extensive, more particu- 
lar and more useful tables than any we have yet seen, and even if 

they should not prove all that could be desired, we would recom- 
mend them for uniformity’s sake; especially as such uniformity is ne- 
cessary to enable us to compare from year to year the results of pris- 

on discipline in our different States under different systems of gov- 

ernment or modifications of the same system. If we cannot hope 

for legislative action upon this subject, we would ask the intelligent 

_ keepers of those institutions to conform their reports to these sugges 

' tions so that a uniform system may grow up eventually even without 
the aid of legislation. The value of our prison reports is directly 

measured by the quantity and nature of their statistics; and it is a re- 
omy | proach to the friends of the congregate system that they do not in 

their yearly exhibits present anything like so full and accurate a 
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statement of facts in regard to their institutions as do the friends of . 
the separate or Pennsylvanian system. We trust and believe that / this is not because they fear a comparison; but if such continues to be the case, must we not attribute it to some such cause? 
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RESULTS OF KINDNESS. 

Within a few years past great changes hav. 

government and discipline of the prisons no 

which visited every infraction © 

[AssemELY 

e been effected in the 

t only of this State, 

f the States of the Union. The iron rule 

f duty with the lash, has generally 

been laid aside, and while small offences are punished with a mere 

reprimand, those 

of the prison would run down, thi 

unproductive, 
: 

prisons. These apprehensions we are happ 

’ tealized. 

  

  

So far as our own prisons ars concerned it a 

of kindness in their government 

d that in fact disorder and anarchymu: 

. 
y tosay have not been 

of a more serious character are subjected to such 

.. punishment as, while it extorts obedience, recognizes kindness as is 

i ntive. When this system was first adopted, the forbodings © 

the ‘ stant and reiterated that the discipline 

at the labor of the convicts would be 

st reign in our 

ppears that the exercise 

has diminished the number and im- 

i aduall 
proved the character of the offences, that punishments are gracual’y 

becoming more and more infrequent, that good order and cheerful 

conduct are the results, that the prison is more productive, the services 

of the convicts more highly esteemed, better pri ces for their labor now 

obtained and the chances and the hopes of reformation are very essen- 

tially increased. From the repor ts of other State Prisons we see these 

ye vot a 

" facts confirmed, and anstead of as formerly considering every convict 

i lant proo 
hopeless felon, they furnish abund 

when judiciously directed are indeed successful 

f that our penitentiaries 

schools of reform. 

‘Thus the Chaplain of New-Hampshire State prisons says “OF the 61 

sconvicts now in that prison, only seven have heretofore been inmates 

of this institution, while seven others are known to have been tenants 

_of similar institutions in other States. Of those recommitted to this 

- oye t 

ynstitution, only one is a third comer; the other six being upon thei 

second term of service. Of 111 convict 

.during the last four years, 

ted here, and only one, so 

_of any other State or county.” 

¢ sent forth into the world 

but a single individual has been recommit- 

far as is known or believed, to the prison 

The joint committee appointed to visit the Kentucky prison,@® 

“to be in fact, what it was always, in theory, desig 

* .of reformation, as well as a place of punishment, 

ey 

’. their annual report of 1847, say « our Penitentiary is likely to provel 

es ned to be, a school 
” 

X 
The report for 
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Auburn prison of this year states “that all the inmates of our prison 

are not so hardened and abandoned as not to be within the reach of 

moral effort and their reformation is not altogether so hopeless as 
many seem to suppose. They are men and possess the feelings and 
sympathies of men and many of them can be influenced by the same 
motives which influence other men.”           

        

        

    
    
      

PUNISHMENTS, 

  

      
use of the cat in our state prisons, they at the same time restricted all 
unusual punishment to confinement in a solitary cell on bread and 

water. While we leave the propriety of such a measure to be devel- 

oped by the unerring test of experience, we have a right to insist that 

during the existence of such a law its provisions should be duly en- 

forced. From the report, however, cf the committee appointed to 

examine Clinton county prison, we observe that various other kinds 

of punishment have been introduced, such as the doucheand shower 

baths, and that even in several instances club-Jaw.has been instituted 

for the law of the cat. Although we have no official information of 

the infliction of these punishments at other prisons, common report 

as well as the testimony of discharged convicts place the fact beyond 

reasonable doubt. Under such circumstances we would ask if it is 

not the duty of the Inspectors to seek an immediate repeal of the law 
or to remove at once all officers thus daring to trample on a positive 

enactment.* 

         

  

    

          
        

             
         

        

        

              
       

       

         

        

  

      
      

      
    

_ Before closing our remarks upon prison discipline, it may be impor- 
tant that we should examine some of those preliminary measi res 

which are the necessary attendants on imprisonment, for the purpose 

of more particularly directing public attention to the abuses of which 

they are susceptible. : 

         
        
        

      

      * The recent report of the physician of the Auburn prison alludes to the subject .£ 

punishments, and thus forcibly contrasts the punishment by the douch, which he states 

has been substituted in that prison for the eat, with punishment by that instrument - 

Tam an a:tvocate fur the use of cold water, if prope:ly applied. But to confine a 

convict in the stocks, tight and firm, with his head thrown back, and then ¢* douch? 

the wa‘er upon him, is decidedly more dangerous and cruel than the cat. The mus- 

cles involuntarily shrink upon the application of colt. But here they must bear 

the shoc in all its severity. The first effect is strangulation to a most painful de- 

gree. The next is aberration of mind, convulsions, congestion of the brain, liver and 

bowels The blood receding from the surface is thrown suddenly and violently upon 

these organs and the above result is inevitable. 

          
        

          

       

  

        

      

         

      

  

When at the extra session of 1847 the Legislature abolished the | 
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‘After the commission of crime, 
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MANNER OF ARREST. 

the first motion of the law is felt 

| through its executive officers. Ordinary eve, mae lee 

justi i istrate, a W ; 

fee a eveutes oes ‘smple process recognizes three distinct 

agents—the complainant, the magistrate, and the exeoutive officer. 

With the first of these we can have nothing further to do than * 

commend that caution which shall seoure the innocent arom ee 

j responsibility attaches gh 

bat a an ore temporarily entrusted the dearest rights an ne 

most cherished possessions of the community—the persona a erty 

and the fair character of the individual. To the magistrate | ome 

the right to decide when a complaint is made against an i ne was 

whether or not he shall be taken from his family, his ren’ s » is en 

ployment, and shut up in a loathsome jail where he can no lo nger rere 

der to his family that aid, comfort, and support which t peir ‘ ‘ . 

late condition requires, or be restored to hberty untainted by me 

breath of crime. The policeman, though placed in a less Po “ 

situation, has abundant opportunities to abuse his trust, and thus inflict 

a grevious wrong upon society. 

To point out the various ways by which these results may an 

, . complished would be too arduous a duty. We shall, how every a m 

briefly to some of the methods which corrupt men may ue oO preven’ 

- + or subvert the intent of the law. The first great source ° evi ver 

. we shall notice in the police department arises from the frequen oe 

; of offering rewards to induce to a greater activity. This, in its ‘ ee \ * 

/ operates as 2 premium for indolence, and deprives the poor mat a 

i equal participation in the protection of the laws with the ne a : 

renders the policeman inactive and inefficient unless thas sinus ce 

To afford this protection to all classes of the community, an ° re . 

épr our police ever prompt and active in the discharge of their ues < 

: St.seems necessary that both receiving rewards by the police officers, 

 y id the offering of them by others, should be made a misdemeanor; 

and unished to the full extent of the Jaw ; or that a certain per cent- 

aoe the amount recovered in all cases of theft should be aw arded 

Se Naw to the officer through whose instrumentality the recovery 18 

My ie, at the same time prohibiting the owner to make apy further 

compensation, under a severe penalty. 
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As the police officers have the power of temporary arrest and im- 

prisonment, and at they are allowed to search all whom they arrest, 

abuses grow out of this power perhaps necessarily confided to them, 
which are of the most glaring character. 

In many cases, as soon as it is known to the officer that a prisoner 
has money, his next movement is to inform some lawyer, with whom 

he is intimate, of the fact, and the door of che cell is hardly closed 
upon the prisoner before some kind friend offers his assistance to un- 

bar the prison provided an order should ke given for the money, or a 
part of it, which is lodged with the magistrcte. An instance of this 
nature occurred not long since, when a man had just arrived in this 
country from England, and the next day,a robbery having been com- 

mitted in the house where he stopped, he was arrested without other 
apparent cause than that he was a stranger. His examination having 
disclosed the fact that he was in possession of some twenty-five sov- 

ereigns, one of those constant hangers-on to our city police pounced 
upon him, and offered his services. Incarcerated for the first time, a 
stranger in the city, without acquaintance and friends, like a drowning 
man, he grasped at the first faint ray of hope: the lawyer would se- 

cure his release for twenty pounds; the man offered him ten, and finally 
the matter was arranged at fifteen. An examination was had, no tes- 

timony of a character to convict was discovered. He was, however, 
remanded to prison, by which he was so thoroughly alarmed that, 

though he was assured by our agent that he would inevitably obtain 

his release in a day or two, he still was induced to add the other five 

pounds, if possible to hasten the delivery. Scenes of this kind are no 

doubt of frequent occurence in our large cities, to which alone these 

remarks are pertinent. 

There are other abuses charged upon the department, such as the - 

habit of taking bribes or hush money from those th€y arrest and then 

setting them at liberty, and a method of licensing hohses of prostitu- 

tion which through their management is said to exist. Those best 

acquainted with the police in our large cities assure us, that the keepers 

of brothels are frequently arrested and brought before police justices, 

who whether parties to the business or not, often lock them up for ex- 

amination, and it is not an uncommon thing for the same police 
officer that made the arrest to be the instrament of liberation before 

final commitment. Indeed it is a prevailing sentiment in the com- 
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INSPECTION OF PRISONS. 

Having failed in our application to the Legislature for pecuniary 

aid, and being baffled in attempts to examine, by the wehusal or t ne - 

¥ isons Committee have been f one of or prisons, the Co spectors and warden o s luting the inspec. 
i t their designs by completing unable this year to carry ou ig p ute nspece 

i : i in accordance with the provisions of the tion of county prisons, in accor: els ane 

ter, and with the plan previously adopted by them. This ‘ely a 

i very obs i ch to be regretted, as every voidable on our part, is mu cle 

thrown in the way of a full and perfect knowledge of our Prison sys 

; i iscipline and prison i i i the progress of prison discip em is an impediment to : nt Prison 

: form. To know our faults is of the first necessity for thelr correc 
" . 7 * rs tion and until a complete account of these prisons, together . ith suc 

tatig i is lai Legislature, there can isti : btained, is laid betore the Leg ; statistics as can be o ; pie thee ean 

i i ion j ard to them. It was therefore be no intelligent action in reg: exe 

ingly desirable that this duty should have been early accomplishe dl, as 
the progress of improvement in this direction is necessarily slow, even 

under the most favorable circumstances. 

The disgraceful condition in which many of our county prisons were 
discovered by the inspections of 1847 render it appare ae pres 

good musi result from these inspections and in conseau oat repos 

The abuses which exist arise, we are persuaded, mich fro. 

indifference in the community as from ignorance o e isting 
eae. and could these facts be yearly Prong home to those more 
immediately interested, and should a comparison k i, ins fate betaveen 
the prisons of the different counties, and spread efore ne es stare 

and the community, we feel confident that it would, besid es oning : 

valuable basis for the action of the Hegisiature excite a spit ofemee 

lation among the different counties, which would . Pro ee , 

much good. The report of the Committee appointed to vis ; se 
nts that prison situated in the centre of @ populous ¥ 

rage (Newbu h)}, surrounded by a Christian community, as in a most 

re he condition j—the walls dripping with moisture, foor we 

with water, and the inmates all congregated in one gran recep ta re 
male and female, adults and children, with little Nght no vores m 

: moral instruction. no employments but card playing, an no ce r 
| The disclosure of these facts produced much sensation in the ue 2 g 1 

4 and we have no doubt that ere this much has been done to ee ¢ 

" the evils complained of. Thus it will be every where, or if callou 
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the first blow, reiterated attacks will undoubtedly produce favorable ° results. 

The committee have only inspected since their last report the State prisons in Auburn, and Clinton County. The Inspectors, as has al- ready been stated, having Peremptorily refused our demand to be ad- mitted to examine Sing Sing. Auburn was examined in the fall of 47 and was found i 
) having earned dur- 

arly as much as the year previous. ‘The officers, with few exceptions, seemed to be intelligent, capable, and humane, and were generally esteemed by the convicts, After a most tedious personal examination of all the convicts, but one instance of brutality was discovered for the whole year; showing cer- tainly a very encouraging state when compared with former years. The number of offences and the amount and severity of punishment had both very sensibly diminished. A few men complained of being pushed to labor beyond their strength, but this complaint was by no means general. The report of the committee on Clinton County is so full, and so accurately describes the condition of that prison, that we refer to it for further information. See Appendix, inspection of prisons. 

DISCHARGED convicts, 
The relief of discharged convicts, one of the first objects of this as- sociation, has been prosecuted with as much vigor and to as great an extent as the limited nature of our means would allow. We have steadily kept this important object in view, and have endeavoured so to husband our finances as to make small amounts productive of large results, We cannot however but regret that notwithstanding the ac- tivity, tact, and discrimination of our agent, we are compelled to send many applicants away penniless. This untoward circumstance has a very discouraging effect upon the convicts. Those that have conduct- ed themselves well in prison and have given promise of a sincere desire to reform, have been led to expect that asa reward for their faithfulness, this association will, upon their application, render them such temporary assistance as their necessities may require. To find this hope but a broken promise, and the professions of this society but idle words has a very unfavorable and disheartning influence upon their characters. So sparingly has money been contributed during the Past year to our objects that Many applicants even for small sums ave necessarily been refused, and thus in some instances (even Penniless) left to shift for themselves, These instances to be sure  
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have only been among those of a Jess promising character; but even 

in such cases when newly discharged, it seems proper to extend to 
, them the hand of encouragement. The prisoners are beginning to 

rely on the exertions of this committee to aid them in regaining their 
position in society, and we cannot believe that we are asking too 

much of christian philanthropy when we require to be furnished with 

the means necessary for this purpose. So important has this matter 
of affording assistance to convicts on their release from prison, appear- 

ed to the Legislature of Massachusetts, that they have appointed an 
agent for this purpose who has an office in Boston and devotes much 
of his time to finding employment for them; and in performing such 
other offices and duties as they may require. “By a law of March 
22, 1845,” an agent is appointed by the state, whose duty it is ‘to 
counsel such discharged convicts as may seek his aid, and to take 

such measures to procure employment for such of hem as may desire 
it, by corresponding with persons in agricultural and mechani- 

cal pursuits, and with benevolent individuals and associations, as he 
may deem proper and expedient.’ His mode of proceeding is this 

Knowing when any convicts are about to be discharged, he visits them 

in prison some time before, and asks whether they wish him to find 

places for them, or aid them in any way, and, if they want places, 

at what business, and in what part ofthe country. He requests every 

one, who wishes his help, to call on him immediately on leaving the 

prison, and in the mean time exerts himself to supply their wants; 

nor has he ever once failed to find, for every one who asked it, em- 

ployment at the work he wished, and in the part of the country he 

wished, at from one dollar to one dollar and three quarters per day, 
as soon as he left the prison, or shortly after ; some of the stone cut- 

ters have earned two dollars and a half per day. One respectable 

cab‘net maker informs me, that within ten or twelve years past, from 

forty to fifty discharged convicts, whom he knew to have learned 

their trade in the state prison here, have been employed in his esta 

blishment, and that he never has discharged one of them for bad con- 

duct ; nor ever wished to get rid of more than two or three, who left 

him of their own accord.” How encouraging are these facts, and 

what a proof of the utility of this act of merciful and beneficent legis 

lation, affording evidence that most of the convicts, when discharged, 
are enabled, by the offer of employment provided by the agent, to 
resist the temptations to idleness and crime, and become industrious 

men and good citizens.” 

’ 
eho? 
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The re i i 
appea t sults OF our experience in this department will more full ppear y reference to the the following tables, which give the ime rtan 1 i 

: 

Pe neterta a the history of every case, and present as far as can an ine » the Present condition and prospects of each individu 3 we appeal with confidence to the gocd sense of this comm u- 

abundant reason to rejoi i ce and consequently w ‘ titled. te the 

nity and ask, if we have not 
of our labor 

i 
conti ) nether we are not entitled to th ued and enlarged Support of the public 
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Jf among those from whom we have received no intelligence an 

equal proportion are doing well, the table thus corrected will stand: 

Doing well, ...cee cece cvee cones 

Hopeful,..... 2.4... 

Doubtful, ........ 0 eee e ee noes cet e cee ccm enetes 

Returned to prisony..... ccc se se cece cece ceenee senescence 

er 144 

eee eceecceccseesene 221 

150 

2) 
—_—_— 

wees 536 

A large proportion of those denominated hopeful are indeed doing 

well, but the shortness of the period during which they have been un- 

der observation, prevents us at this moment from including them in 

the first class. While among those denominated doubtful, it is be- 

lieved there are many who will be entitled to be classed among the 

hopeful as soon as they shall have been at liberty long enough to have 

acquired some character. 

eee ee eee ereee 

re ee 

A convict just discharged from prison must 

almost invariably be considered doubtful. Those denominated as do- 

ing well are those only of whom we entertain the belief that they 

are radically reformed. Besides these there have been received into The 

Home of the Female Department since its organization four bun- 
dred and fifty-five discharged female convicts, to wit: In 1845 107, 

1846 126, 1847, 99, and in 1848 123, making a grand total of 991 

who have been assisted by this Association. 

CORRESPONDENCE, 

In our last report we confidently expressed the belief “that in an- . 

other year we should be enabled to lay before the Association a state- 

ment of most if not all the State Penitentiaries in Europe and the 

United States.” To accomplish so desirable an object a correspon- 
dence was early entered into with every state prison in the United 
States, copies of our report were sent not only to them but to the 

Governors of each State, and every effort which we deemed impor- 
tant made to secure so desirable an object. We regret that our ex- 

ertions have been but partially successful and that we can only record 

the following States as having responded to our call, viz: Indiana, - 

New-Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Vermont, Western Peniten- 
tiary Pennsylvania, Georgia, Kentucky, Maine, Ohio, Michigan, 

Maryland, Tenessee, New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, Mississippi, 

Iowa. 

[Assembly, No. 243.] 5  
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We regret this the more, a5 the committee had formed the design 

of collecting these documents, comparing their statistics and present- 

abstract from each, in their annual report, thus presenting 

densed form all the material facts they may contain, and giv- 

alue which singly they could not 

mportance of our labor will 

early receive copies of the 

prison in our country, nor would we limit our request 

h is the central position of this city, and so exten~ 

sively is our association known, that we Te frequently called 

upon to supply the demand of the per ologists and philanthropists not 

only of our own but other countries. ‘To meet this demand we have 

need of several copies ; and we would suggest to the legislatures of 

other states as well as our own, whether they would not give to their 

reports a more extensive circulation, and more effectually promote 

the object cf their publication by annually appropriating fifty copies 

to the New-York Prison Association. Till such a law prevails we 

shall be under the necessity of acknowledging our indebtedness to 

the several keepers wh 
and most respectfully re- 

quest them to send us 
under fifty that 

they may have at their disposal. 

ing an 
m a con 

ing to them a circulation and a ¥ 

acquire. It is hoped that in future the 

be better appreciated and that we shall y 

reports of every 

to one copy. Suc 

o may remember us, 

the largest number of copies 

ports received during the past year 

th the confident belief that the com- 

mittee can in no other way more effectually subserve the cause of 

prison discipline and the wants of the community in this particular. 

The following table presents & comparative view of the statistics of 

the several prisons so far as a comparison could be instituted. For 

see Reports of other states. 

A synopsis of the different re 

is presented in an Appendix, wi 

synopsis, 
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To attain a more competent and perfect knowledge of the criminal 
eagges eageng® 38 eqeggze laws of the several States and to make ourselves acquainted with the 

ge gc ets ee Sa 928. : “e 3 i 28 g2 nature and extent of punishments and the Jength of sentences as ap- 
. . Pee g wee EE . gh ae" gs : plicable to similar crimes; the corresponding secretary addressed 

F eis Pe 522 wa seg see bes gee 28 circulars to the secretaries of the different states requesting of them 
S25 355° Ese B22 are BRE 28 gate 22 copies of the penal laws of their several states, and the committee 

i “8 528 2 gi283 8% 4338888" g238 EE Ege would here tender their acknowledgments to the secretaries of Michi- 
eS we By eeeti2Ge8 Eee ag gan, South Carolina, Delaware, Towa, inois and Missouri, who in 
gt pease eeiss Seksty a 28 the kindest and most liberal manner responded to their call by sending 

: s 2582 5SzezE 328 them copies of the Revised Statutes of their respective states and to 

the secretaries of Mississippi, Rhode Island, Louisiana and Massachu- 
"SE 

-By on can | 
—— setts, for copies of their penal laws. We regret exceedingly that we 

have it not in our power to acknowledge a similar favor from the 
other states, as it was the intention of the committee, in this report to 
have presented a comparative view of the criminal laws of the differ- 

: : : ent states, and the nature and extent of punishments accorded, in con- 
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nection with the criminal statistics cf the states, thus shewing the 
o> : : +s ye a ‘ 
a “ved | effect of different laws and systems of prison discipline and criminal 

2 treatment on the character, frequency and repetition of crime. A cir- 

e oo 9 seawa as | cular was also addressed to the same functionary to obtain copies of 
& -soyeuiaa | the reports of county prisons made to the several legislatures, but the 

eo . . . . 

T 4 vusia2e 4 | result of our application has induced the belief that such reports are 
Ps & -oaneN | only required by the laws of two or three of the states, other than z at ) 

——— er > mg 1eOe OW achusetts i : i 
ary Baur 12 1 RLCMHRIL® BCSTOSRS ieee our own. Massachusetts is the only one to whom we are indebted for 
et . halen nan. - Ma S SVOFSNTtS IMHO inf an : hi ticul 5 wou | so le finn wene g 3 : information in this particular. 
a a -uostsdutt jo \Ea5 we Lime Tae @ SYSRM ADE AAS 

@ | qitua, eSvleay ) yao Oo < . } 

ae |e SOURCES OF CRIME. ¢- 
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3 @ \10) sean essay on The committee are indebted to John Stanton Gould, of Columbia 
' . re . 
: 5 “aytl igog county, for the following elaborate, able and interesting article on the 

. 2 20 ad WaRlCr] — sources of crime, to which they would invite particular attention. 
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taken in diminishing the amount of crime and wretchedness in the 

world, 

But what could I dot was the question which presented itself to 
my mind, and which I found it somewhat difficult to answer. My 
fortune is too small to admit of extensive pecuniary contributions, 

and my secluded position prevents me from any great personal par- 
ticipation in conducting its affairs. 

While in the performance of my duties on the State Prison com- 

mittee of the Assembly, and as chairman of the committee on Capi- 

tal Punishment, I collected a vast amount of criminal statistics. I 

also collected a large amount of statistics on the same subject as the 

basis of bills which I prepared for the action of the Legislature, and 

for speeches which I delivered at the last, and expect to deliver at 

the extra session. 

It struck me that I might arrange these in such a form as might be 

of some little use in promoting the great aims of the Association. I 

have done so. It is true that they do not amount to much, but as 

thou wilt see they involve a very considerable amount of labor, 

which must be expended by some one, before the grand problem of 
the sources of crime can be solved. They will serve as a basis for 

the labors of others and when completed in such a manner that the 

roots and springs of crime can be tracked into their most secret lurk- 

ing places, a boon of the most inestimable value will be conferred 

upon our race; at al] events, I hope they will shew that if I do not 

fulfil my duties as a member of the committee as fully as I ought, 
that I am not altogether unmindful of them. 

It is true that the declared object of our Association is to reform 

and assist the prisoner, and to improve the discipline of our pris- 
ons; but we cannot adhere to this platform solely; every year we 
must increase its breadth ; our patients are far gone with disease; if 
I may be allowed the expression, their moral maladies have become 
organic before they became the objects of our care. How much 

more useful wou'd be our labors if we could meet the malady in its 

earlier stages, or better if we could prescribe prophylactics which 

awould entirely prevent its appearance. 

I do not mean that we should do less than we now do, for the 

chronic diseases of society, on the contrary I would press on more 
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earnestly than ever for their suppression ; but at the same time I am firmly persuaded that our most brilliant trophies will be found in the field of prevention, As in the physical, so in the moral world, the philosophy of Hygene is much better understood and tore easil ap- plied, than the philosophy of Therapeutics, _™ 
There is no other association so well fitted for this work as ours because no one embraces so much practical information on the disea- ses of society as ours; its reputation will give greater weight to its efforts for the amelioration of the law, and for the regulation of the individual conduct than any other in existence, nor could there be another formed in this State that would bring so many desirable qualifications to the work. 

The first object then is to ascertain the whole length and breadth of the evil which we wish to combat. This T have given in table A. 

The first point in this table that arrests our attention is the remark- able number of fulse accusations which occur every year as indicated 
m the columns of “Discharge without trial,” and “acquittal.” For the six years the aggregate amount of these columns shows that 42 per 
cent of the whole number of accusations were wrongfully made. 

To my mind this indicates an important cause of crime. It shows a degree of recklessness, and carelessness of the liberty and reputa- tion of their fellow beings on the part of the prosecuting officers of the State, which must necessarily tend to destroy that pride of char- 
acter which all experience shows to be one of the most efficient in- centives to virtuous conduct; especially among that class of persons 
from whom the ranks of crime are most usually recruited. If you 
desire to make a child a liar you have only to suspect and accuse him 
of falsehood continua! ly. 

Would you destroy the chastity of women, you must constantly 
whisper slanders against her, and when she finds that virtuous con- 
duct is no shield against your suspicion, she ceases to preserve it. To 
use the vulgar expression if she has the name she will have the game. 
How often do we hear in our visits to the prisons the desponding re- 
plies of the prisoners when we urge them to reform when they return to the world. “How can we do anything? our characters are gone.” 
Can we doubt them, that causes which we know to be operative inall  



79, [AssemB.Y 

other cases, can be inoperative here, or that this great amount of 

false accusation must gradually produce an immense amount of crime 

by destroying the pride of character which springs from an honest 

reputation. 

But this is not the only way in which crime is produced. The mo- 

ment the accused person enters the walls of one of our county jails, his 

_~ education in crime commences. With no employment of any kind, 

’ the whole day is spent in listening to the futile schemes for the com- 

mission of crime, which the teeming brain of theadepts in crime are so 

ready to communicate, ts it wonderful that after a month or two spent 

in this way, conjoined with the taint which rests upon his character, 

the prisoner who entered the jail an innocent man should leave it “A 

vessel of wrath fitted for destruction.” 

I am not prepared to suggest any practical remedy for this system 

of false accusation, but I think the necessity of introducing some kind 

of labor into our common jails, even if itis nothing more than picking 

oakum as practised in the Providence County Jail, would be a great 

benefit to society. 

Another pregnant fact is disclosed by the columns of “convicted 

after trial,” and “convicted upon confession ;” that is, the crimes com- 

mitted during one year are about equal to those committed during the 

preceding and succeeding year. This fact gives usthe first glimpse 

of a general law that will become much clearer as we proceed. 

Look over the convictions during six years and see how nearly the 

figures agree with one another 933, 989, 940, 955, 838, 835. I 

pored long over this column, and re-examined the data and the calcu- 

lations 1 had made from them, suspicious that so close an agreement 

must be an evidence of some mistake, but there was none; it was 

even 50. 

My next step was to ascertain whether the equalets of convictions 

held good in the several counties, as well as in the average of the 

State, and with this view I constructed a table, of which table B is an 

example, or rather a selection. It will be seen that the same thing is 

observed: take Tompkins county for example, the numbers were 4 

13, 18, 16, 15, 11, and so of the others. This is still more clearly 

seen by taking the aggregate of the first three years as in the table, 
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and comparing it with the last three; the correspondence thus obtained 

is sorely astonishing. Greene Ist 3 years, 30; 2nd 3 years, 30; 

ivingston Ist period, 62; 2nd period, 67; Clinton 1 i t . 

2nd period, 40. nT pen 

From these tables we learn that we may safely predict that there 

will be about 1500 convictions in the courts of record in this State 
annually for the next three years. In the county of Clinton ther 
will be from 40 to 45 convictions. In Chenango county from 17 to 

19 convictions. In Steuben county from 40 to 45 convictions durin 
the ensuing three years respectively. ° 

It is impossible to deny, if we believe that every action implies an 
agent, or that every effect is due to a cause; that these uniform results 
are due to the existence of some uniform cause or what is more pro- 

bable, they are due toa uniform result and from a great variety of dis- 
similar causes: sometimes one source of evil is weakened while an- 

other is increased in vigor, but the result remains unaltered. In eve- 

ty county there are two antagonistic forces at work, one producin 
evil, the other producing good, the number of convictions for crime 

furnish a numerical expression of the relative strength of these forces. 

Thus taking the aggregate of the two columns of “ convictions after 
trial? apmetos . 

ial” and “ convictions on confession,” we get the aggregate of con- 

| victions ; and we find for 1840 that the relation of these two forces. 

was expressed by the number 1312. 

4 sir g t € goo ore € L - ” | in strength or th df es dimin shed, and the difference Is ex: 

is expressed by 1606. 

In 1841 the evil forces gained 

In 1842 the evil gained again, and the difference 

In 1843 the good forces rally, or the evil 

ones recede, and the difference is expressed by 1588. In the year 

1844 the good still continues to gain, and the difference is 1436 

which indicates a relative antegonism of the two forces correspondin , 

with the average of 1840 and 1841. In 1845 the evil influences 

rally, and the difference rises to 1646, which corresponds nearly with 

1842, These facts exclude altogether the idea that there is an 

thing like chance or contingency in crime, it is subject to fixed laws, 

like the revolutions of the planets or the productions of the earth, 

A farm with a given soil and a given mode of culture will produce a 

given amount of crops, diminish the culture by one half and the pro- 

duce will diminish in a corresponding ratio: double the culture and 
the crop will increase accordingly, and however large or small may 
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be the variation of the culture the result will be manifest ane 

harvest is garnered. In like manner every grog shop, or & _ i 

house, a theatre, oF brothel that is established, nay every ot te 

sworn, every sabbath that is violated, every angry Passi owe 

indulged, every licentious thought that 1s cherishe ? Bors owe hae 

aggregate of evil, and to enlarge by some assigna on er ne 

tion, its numerical expression. On the one en oe “hove 

very benevolent action, every act OL Sei" ; 

or simon imponderable by itself, yet does its work and office, 

and is felt in the general balance. 

If then it be true, as I think the tables demonstrate, that the at 

of fruit which is borne by the tree of evil in each county of t ee we 

is an unerring exponent of the moral soil of that county; an i. 

number of bushels of grain it produces, is a measure e t ve : vn 

its physical soil, it becomes highly important to ana ve os . “2 

in order to ferret out and remove or neutralize the ae um teat 

noxious fruit. Before doing so, however, let us look ne ‘ m ae 

at the totality of crime in the State as exhibited in tal © ‘6 on 

this we learn that 29 per cent of the total convictions . or a 

were for crimes against the person. 10 per cent for cmes ee ml 

property with violence. 37 per cent for crimes against proper v in 

out violence. 4 per cent for offences against currency. P 

for offences not mentioned above. 

The equality of the convictions during the 4 years ending wi 

1833, with those during the 4 years ending with 1837, now s nr 

ing the considerable increase in the population which too P a 

during that period, shews a preponderance of the good over ae 

forces, while the rapid increase of crime during the next qa re me 

period, and the still more rapid increase during the next, dem 

the closest scrutiny of the philanthropist and the statesman. 

Tt has occurred to me that this state of things may be partly oot 

counted for by the commercial condition of the country. From 

to 1837 was one of great commercial prosperity, trade was ons 

prosperous, wages were high. Agricultural productions met 
ne 

ready sale at high prices, speculation was rife, and every “— . 

employed with all possible vigor, since want and idleness are i el 

knowledged parents of crime, and as that period was c: 
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by an unusual absence of both these incentives to crime, it seemed 

reasonable to account for the decrease of crime on this principle. 

With a view of testing the accuracy of this supposition I compiled 

tables EK. and F, The result did not confirm my anticipations as 

fully as I expected. On my supposition, those crimes which sprung 

from a malicious disposition would not be materially affected, but 

those which sprung from amere desire of acquisition would be di- 
minished, because this propensity could be gratified in a more legiti- 

mate channel. Accordingly we find by the tables that during the 

second quadrennial term, which was the period of augmented com- 
mercial prosperity, crimes against the person, which are the most 

direct results of malice, were most largely increased, (24 per cent.,) 
those against property with violence, which evinces the next degree 

of maliciousness, has increased in a still smaller ratio (16.70 per 

cent.,) while those against property without violence, and those 
against currency had absolutely decreased, the first 14 per cent., and 

the second 39 per cent. So far, there is a tolerable agreement be- 
tween the facts and the theory ; but I must confess my utter inability 

to account for the fearful and unprecedented increase of crime during 
the 4th period which was one of decided prosperity. The cause of 

the monstrous increase of crimes against property with violence, 
amounting to 64 per cent., is well worth inquiring into. I suspected 

at first that the great emigration from Europe during this period might 

have something to do with it, but the suspicion was not confirmed 
when I constructed table G, which shews a diminution of convictions 
among foreigners, and a corresponding increase among the natives of 

the country. 

Table D, contains some interesting information in relation to the 

sources of crime, but it is exposed to sources of ambiguity, which if 

they could be obviated, would greatly enhance its value. The first 

two columns of the table are good examples of this ambiguity ; noth- 

ing can be more uncertain than the standard of temperance among 

criminals ; some will describe themselves as temperate if they are 
not continually under the influence of liquor, others if they have an 

occasional spree, while not one in a hundred will describe themselves 

as intemperate even when they are in the daily use of liquor, unless 

it causes actual inebriation. The officers whose duty it is made to 

ask these questions, should therefore enquire whether they are total 
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abstinents or not, instead of whether they are temperate or intempe- 

Should they adopt this course it would make a very great dif- 

tere 
But even as it is, the influ- 

i footings of the columns. 5 

nce ve steaperance as a cause of crime is strikingly apparen's 

there are about half a million of drunkards im the United States, an 

sixty thousand in this State, out of which number 3912 were con 

yicted of crime. There are 2,540,000 in this State whe ue not 

drunkards, and out of this number 3690 were convicted. One nun . 

aid out of fifteen is convicted every six years, one sober man out 0: 

694 is convicted during the same period. 

The teachings af the next four columns are sufficiently obvious ; 

the fact that only 54 well educated persons were convicted of crime 

during the space of six years, tells its own story, and ought to stimu- 

late us to renewed exertions to extend the blessings of education. 

No reliance whatever can be placed on the next two columns, rel- 

ative to religious education ; the great majority of convicts have no 

sort of idea of what religious education is, and give their answers 

haphazard, as every one knows who has been in the habit of putting 

this question to prisoners. 

The next four columns put the seal of statistics on a truth which 

has long been familiar to those who are conversant with prisoner 

For myself, I have often been surprised on going from cell to cell, to 

find how few had parents living ; often in an entire gallery I have 

not found one who was not an orphan. 1 do not know that much can 

be done by organized effort to diminish orphanage or its consequent 

but every individual ought to fee] that every kind endeavor to with “ 

the orphan from unholy influences, and to implant within ho vit * 

ous principles, will have a tendency to reduce the aggregate o crime 

and diminish the amount of human suffering. Fifty-five per cent., o 

those who are convicted have lost one or both parents. By the mw 

last columns we learn that 32 per cent of the persons convicted 0 

crime have been previously convicted ; this tells badly for the i 

forming influences that are at work in our prisons, and calls loudly 

for more abundant and efficient labors of love. 

Having taken this survey of the generalities of crime in the State, 

I endeavored to investigate its particulars as exhibited in the counties; 

and the result of this investigation is given in table J. The first col- 
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umn contains the names of all the counties in the State, except the 

county of Hamilton, arranged in the order of their criminality, that 

is, according to the number of convictions in courts of Record, in 

proportion to their population ; each county in the table is therefore 

more criminal than the one that precedes it. The second column. 

contains the population of the county; the third, the total convictions i 

in each county during the six years from 1840 to 1845 inclusive; 

the fourth, the annual average of convictions during the six years. 
The fifth, the per cent. of convictions in each county on the popula- 
tion. The sixth shews the number of inhabitants to one conviction. 

These two columns are equivalents of each other, but the fact may 

be more intelligible to some in one form and to some in the other. 

The first thought that struck my mind on looking over the table 

after the completion of these six columns was to find a solution of | 
the fact that Erie and Albany were the two most criminal counties in 

| the State, for I certainly expected that New York city would have - 

, been far the most criminal. : 

It occurred to me that they were situated at either extremity of 
the Erie canal, and knowing the evil influence at work on that great 

thoroughfare, it seemed to me possible that this might be one of the 
In order to test the idea I took the proportion of crimes in 

the 18 counties bordering on the Erie canal, (Albany, Rensselaer, 
, Saratoga, Montgomery, Fulton, Herkimer, Oneida, Madison, Onon- 

daga, Cayuga, Wayne, Seneca, Ontario, Monroe, Orleans, Niagara, 

Erie, Schenectady,) and found that it was one in 1276 of the popula- 

In the seventeen counties lying south of the canal, and not ad- 
Jacent to it, (Chatauque, Cattaraugus, Allegany, Steuben, Wyoming, 

Livingston, Yates, Chemung, Tioga, Broome, Cortland, Chenango, 

Delaware, Otsego, Schoharie, Sullivan, Tompkins,) I found the ratio 

of the convictions to the population as one in 2876, shewing a very 

great preponderance of crime in the canal counties. In order to see 

| whethet the same thing was observable in other thoroughfares I com- 

pared the nine river counties, (Columbia, Dutchess, Putnam, West- 

chester, Rockland, Orange, Ulster, Greene and New York,) with the 
nine northern counties which lie secluded from great thoroughfares 

I found that in the river counties the ratio was one conviction in 1518 
inhabitants, and excluding the city of New York it is one in 2513. 

The ratio of convictions to population in the nine northern counties,  



718 [AssEMBLY 

(Oswego, Lewis, Jefferson, St. Lawrence, F rankiin, Clinton, Essex, 

Warren and Washington,) is one in 2864. Shewing the tendency 

still of great thoroughfares to produce crime. A full analysis of the 

cause of crime incident to these thoroughfares is a desideratum in 

criminal investigations. 

It will be observed by an inspection of the table, that the ter- 

mini of the canal, Schenectady, Monroe, Niagara and Oneida, the 

principal points of transhipment are the most remarkable for crime. 

The next point in my investigations, was to enquire how fara 

privation of clerical instruction was a cause of crime. The result is 

given in columns Tand 8. At first I was surprised at the result 

as manifested by individual counties. Thus Erie, Schenectady and 

Monroe, the worst counties in the State, enjoyed a much greater 

amount of clerical labor than Ulster and Sullivan, which are among 

the best , but general laws are not deducible from individual instan- 

ces; they must be sought for in aggregates and averages. In the 

first ten counties in the table, which are the worst, the average num- 

ber of inhabitants receiving the labors of one clergyman is 678 ; in 

the last, the counties in the table which are the best, the population 

to one clergyman, is503. The next worst counties after the ten 

above Cayuga in the table, are the ten between Genesee and West- 

chester ; the average number of the population to one clergyman, 

is 572. 

The next best counties, after the ten below Wayne in the table, 

are the ten lying between Ulster and Broome. The average number 

of the population to one clergyman, is 511. 

Taken in this way, it will be seen that crime increases as clerical 

force diminishes, and that in the long run, the multiplication of cler- 

gymen is a direct means of improving the morals of the people. 

The next three columns show the number of taverns and groceries, 

and the ratio of places where intoxicating drinks are sold to the pop- 

ulation. The same remarks would apply to these columns as to the 

7 and 8. Yates, one of the worst counties, has fewer grog shops in 

proportion to the population, (one to 561,) than Lewis, which is the 

very best, (1 in 459.5) but the true law appears as soon as we begi® 

te take the aggregates; thus the average number of grog shops to 
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the population in the ten worst counties, (from Erie to Cayuga,) is 1 
to 240 inhabitants, In the ten best counties, (from Lewisto Wayne ) 
is 1 to 396. In the second ten worst counties, (from Genesee to 
Westchester,) the grog shops are as 1 to 292 inhabitants, In the 
second ten best counties, (from Ulster to Broome,) the grog shops 
are as 1 to 341, showing these classes often to be depraved just in 
proportion to the relative excess of grog shops. 

From an inspection of the table, it appeared to me that there were 
more crimes committed in the densely than in the sparely populated 
districts. In order to test this question of the influence of density of 
population on the production of crime, I compiled columns 12 and 13. 
No. 12 shows the number of acres in each county ; No. 13 shows 
the number of acres to each inhabitant. It appears from the result 
that there are 13.6 acres to each inhabitant. 

The county of Allegany stands midway in the table with respect to 
guilt. That is, there are 29 counties above it more guilty than it 
and 29 below it less guilty. Taking the 29 counties above it there 
are 10.7 acres to each inhabitant ; in the 29 below it, there are 16.5 
acres to each inhabitant. In the ten most guilty counties (from 

Erie to Cayuga,) there is 6 acres to each inhabitant. In the ten least 
guilty counties, (from Lewis to Wayne,) there are 24 acres to each 
inhabitant. In the second ten most guilty counties, (from Genesee to 
Westchester,) the average of acres to each inhabitant is 8.7. In the 
second least guilty counties, (from Ulster to Wayne,) there are 15 
acres to each inhabitant. 

The average per cent. of convictions, (from Erie to Cayuga,) is 
070. In those from Lewis to Wayne, 018, It is truly surprising 
to see how exactly the ratio of crime corresponds with the ratio of 
density of population ; thus 6:24::018:072, which only varies 002 
from the actual per centage found in the table. The next two classes 
of ten do not correspond with quite so much exactness, but the rela- 
fon is still sufficiently striking. The average per cent. of convic- 
Hons in the ten counties, (from Genesee to Westchester,) is 057. In 
the ten counties, (from Ulster to Broome,) it is 030 ; 8.7:15::030:052 
only varying 005 from the actual result. From these statements it 
Appears that density of population has a wonderful relation to crime 
so much so, that if the per centage of crime and density of population 

ft One district be given, and the density of population be given in  
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another district, we can at once assign the per centage of crime in 

the latter district. Two inquiries ought to be vigorously prosecuted: 

one is, as to whether the law holds good in other States and countries, 

and if so, it should be investigated so as to know the reason why 

density of population should produce crime. 

Columns 14 and 15 are intended as a test of the influence of 

It will be seen on an examination of wealth in promoting crime 

Taking the counties above Alle- them that they are indeterminate. 

gany, (the central county without reference to crime,) those above it 

have $184 on an average to each inhabitant; those below it, have 

$130 to each. The first ten counties, (from Erie to Cayuga,) have 

$252 to each; the last ten (from Lewis to Wayne,) have $102 to 

each inhabitant ; the next worst ten, (from Genesee to Westchester,) 

have $171 to each inhabitant; the next best ten, (from Ulster to 

Broome,) $114 to each inhabitant. 

I have now fulfilled the task which I had proposed to accomplish. 

If hereafter I should have health and leisure to continue the investi-   gation, it is probable that I shall prosecute it still further. In the 

meantime, I trust that other members will be induced to explore the 

field still further and more successfully. 

I do not wish to trouble the committee with this long letter ; but I 

hope it will be placed among its archives, and that the bread thus 

cast upon the waters will return after many days. 

Very respectfully, thy friend, 

JOHN STANTON GOULD. 

Dr. J. D. Ross, Cor. Sec. Prison Ass'n. 

No, 243.] 81 

TABLE A. 0 
pres | 

Stewing the number of persons accused of crimes triable by Courts of ecord in the State of New- York, during the six years from 1840 to 1845, inclusive, with the results of the 
the accusations of each year. 

= 
Ju
ry
 
di
sa
gr
ee
d,
 

A
c
c
u
s
e
d
 

8
8
 

| 
C
o
n
v
i
c
t
e
d
 

af
te
r 

tr
ia
l,
 

DO
RO
N 

N
A
N
 

e
g
e
 

B
E
N
 

w
 ¥ 

is
] g > 

3019 

2,792 
8 

Average accusations in each Year, 2,616. 

C
o
n
v
i
c
t
e
d
 

on
 
co
nf
es
s.
 

a
e
 

7 . 0; 955) 30] 53 -+{ 2,575 | 38] a7 | Dar 
33 

trials, and the per cenit on 

on
. 

2 
a wo
 

snu
g 

Tt.
 

D
i
s
c
h
a
r
g
e
d
 

wi
th

ou
t 

tr
ia
l,
 

13,£ 

12 

| 15,696 _|5,490 aoa 

{i 
qu
it
ta
ls
 

nv
ic
~ 

ta
 

ac
cu
- 

Ac
qu
it
te
d,
 

Pe
r 

ce
nt
 

of
 

ac
 

in
 

to
ta
l 

ac
cu
sa
ti
on
s.
 

s
e
e
,
 

|
"
 

ce
nt
 

of
 

co
 

ti
on
s 

in
 

toi
 

fa
ti
on
s,
 

BY
 

ee
 

H
M
A
O
R
O
D
 

—
_
—
 

S
A
S
E
B
S
 

D
N
S
 e

, 
Ti
 

1 
1 
2 
1 {oe — 

510 13,091 

Average convietions after trial in each Year, 915. 3 O15. Average disagreemens of juries tn Average convictions on confession: 
Average discharges without trial in each year, 585, '» 585, Average of acquittals in e each year, 515, Population of the State in 1840, 2,428,991 Population of the State in 1845, 2,604,495, 

—_— 

TABLE B, ¢ . fee Me ete 
Showing the convictions wm several counties for SL years, 

m
n
i
e
 

T
o
m
p
k
i
n
s
.
 e
e
 

| 
Ch
en
an
go
, 

| C
a
t
a
r
a
u
g
u
s
.
 

_
—
—
 

| 
C
h
a
u
t
a
u
q
u
e
,
 

e
e
 

| 
D
e
l
a
w
a
r
e
.
 

~
 x 8 

| 
Ni

e 
| Du

tc
he

ss
 

re
re

 
[e
ss
] 

co
lt

 
| 
St
eu
be
n,
 

bt 
het 

D
e
 

te
 

o
l
 

o
c
 

le ee 

id 
21 | 10 

w
a
n
 

oa
 

NS
B]
 

ea 
S
B
 

| 
Li
vi
ng
st
on
, 

a a 7" Ea
n|

 
8]

 
Sa

~ 

8 ow So
 

a | 

{Assembly, No. 243.] 

| G
r
e
e
n
e
,
 

28 6 

| 

3)
 S
e
y
 

w
 Rk
 

35 

63 | 30 l106 
| O
r
a
n
g
e
,
 

ho
e 

| C
li
nt
on
. 

[Total convictions  >~1-—! in the 3) oan ay oor 1840, 

nt 
ns 

S
u
e
 

—~—Total_convicti 40 | in 1843, "44. sg CAN 
A
n
 

pm
 

kt
 
He
e 

ns
 

man
e  



  

  

82 | AssEMBLY 

TABLE C. 

Showing various particulars respecting the amount @ 
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TABLE E. 

Showing the convictions in the Courts of Record in this State, classifi- 
ed according to their nature, and divided into four periods of four 
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Mount Prrasant Femae Prisons } His laws. They should, then, be first, sufficient ; October Ist, 1847. 
and, 3d, certain. 

      

   

  

: Joun D. Russ. . a 

oe at Sir :—I have had so little time to give to the examination of 
th subject on which you requested me to furnish a paper for ee ° 

f the Convention on prison discipline, that anything approaching 
° . . 

full discussion of it will be impossible. 

A sufficient punishment would be such as would secure, in the mind of the offender, and of those who witnessed his punishment, a due re- spect for the law, and a proper dread of the consequences of Violating it. If penalties transcend in duration or severity what is sufficient to effect these objects, they become excessive ; they are felt by the sub- jects of them to be vindictive, and to furnish a provocation for new offences against the authority by which they are inflicted. 

   

  

   

   

     

   

it, i more i The time that I could devote to it, it seemed re me would Yentng 
. . . on 

i jleeting of statistical informati fitably applied to the co 

on the subject of duration of imprisonment than to framing argumen on 

or speculations upon it. 
     

  

It is believed by very many, who have given attention to the sub- ject, that a considerable portion of the penalties heretofore inflicted by imprisonment haye partaken of this character 3 that the terms of con- 
be excessive, and to be 
tal and physical consti- 

it would seem to call for the improved system of criminal) treat- ment. For it is neither the right nor the interest of society to lessen needlessly or vindictively the amount or value of the natural powers bestowed on any, the most worthless or insignificant of its members, That there is a period of imprisonment beyond which these are the almost unqualified results to the prisoner, is doubted by few persons Competent to form an opinion in the matter. That that period arrives, in general, earlier than it has been supposed to, scarcely admits of a doubt. Very few of the persons who fall under treatment for crime have that stamina either of the mental or physical] being that would enable them to resist long and successfully influences them. To improve, not injure, is the chief object of punishment 3 but human improvement is the result of the exercise of the best and high- est faculties with which we are endowed, and when the vi that have led to crime hay 

    

   
    

   
   
   
   

  

   

   
    

   
   

  

i the I have therefore improved the opportunity afforded by recess fo ne 

cords of this prison, and extended my inquiries throug : Pp or 

th i vy, as far as the recor i certain and show, as irty years. I wished to ascer' s the 

vo Ma enable me, the effect which different terms of imnprisonmen 

hav roduced on the lives and characters of those upon whom : y 
vere inflicted in other words, the comparative proportion o. n 

from t re ting to the early i tence. But upon resorting rom the different terms of sen ut up 

book it soon appeared that the calculation, if made simply upon the oks u 

ler th of sentence, would be fallacious by reason of the extraordinary ny the ortiary 

: ner in which, at that time, the pardoning power was an 

Tt became necessary to add, therefore, to the first inquiry, as to a 

1 y ily served in the —another, viz., the time actually length of the sentence—an 9 Tic te neale 

i t free by pardon. is fact g ison before the convict was se 

qnoreased the labor and difficulty of the task, which otherwise were 

erent because of the extremely defective manner in which the early ! great, 

    
    
   

   

     

    
   

     

     

    

   
   
   

   

    

   

     

    

     

   
    

   

injurious to books were kept. 

    

       

   
    

    

       

The views which I have entertained of punishment, and which I 

wished to compare with the facts as they might be shown by this ex- : ‘ amination were, in brief, that shorter terms of imprisonment than have 

unced made certain, and fully inflicted, enerally heretofore been prono 

. ithout hope of release, would exert a more wholesome influence than w 
grows out of the present system, 

e been sufficiently chastened by punishment, d to the better nature must make the work of correction complete. To continue, then, such imprisonment as ig merely punishment for a long term of Years, is to expose the subject of it to the endurance of suffering which has, so far as he is concerned, no rational or right object in view, but which must, in the great ma- jority of cases, be attended with conse 
observation, and much and careful inquiry, that reclaimable criminals will, for t 

    
   

       

     

  

    

   

     

Penalties inflicted by men for the violation of laws instituted by 

themselves should imitate, in as many respects as possible, those ad 
inistered by the Divine Governor of the universe for the violation o mi 

   

  

    have led me to conclude 
he most part, exhaust the benefits 

        

quences highly injurious, Some " 

2d, not excessive ; 

he 
e
e
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to be derived from imprisonment in from three to six years sand ey 

will, as generally, if it be continued beyond that times oe en 

jury. This is strikingly true of the physical constitu’ font er 

nicer observation, it 4s equally so of the mind. The whole oe 

being dwindles ; the most upright intentions diminish in ees ae 

couragement and depression prey upon hopes and ev re oot 

and each succeeding year fritters away in the stoutest “ 8 

of that moral vitality so necessary to success In any of t ° erent P " 

poses of life, but more especially to those, to whom, if there y 

prevailing good in them, the severest conflict is yet to come- 

\ 

But it is desirable that punishment should be not only wisely ne 

ion ‘ty. but that it should be, to the Ce 

ulated as to duration and severity, 
aoe eal t   

and extent necessary to secure obedience, certam. 

a most important point to be gained. 

The hope of escaping all ° 8 pat of is per a estrel 

criminal from the hour of offen ing to that w n me 

i after its expiration ; and I believe: that while the syste 

nite ventences is adhered to, if the pardoning power were destoye 

except as to those whose innocence should be established su sea “ 

to conviction, or whose lives might be saved by a timely re “as : ne 

‘the terms of sentence so shortened, that the longest, less t an we 

: should not, for any single offence, exceed four, OF, at most Se years i 

so that in every case of absolute guilt, the criminal pon e pr ° 

of all hope that any part of his sentence would be remitted, a grea 

straint would exist than grows out of the present system. 

There is no principle of the human mind so universally active ° 

hope ; none that will so effectually sustam and lead on, throug ri : 

and difficulties that, without it, would seem impossible of end uran 

or achievement ; and in no class of persons 1s the faculty more active 

than in criminals. Itisa sustaining principle of therr hives. Witnes 

their ceaseless adventures, and the daily hazard to which, when i 

liberty, they expose their personal freedom, and all else the * " 

prized by yational men. Its delusions are more prevalent an lg ue 

with reference to their escape from punishment than to anything ‘ * 

Were they entirely destroyed, the punishment would be increaset 

fold in severity and efficacy, though the terms were reduced to co 

paratively a fraction of what they now are. 
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But the error is not always on the side of too great duration of ; 
punishment. There is a class of criminals whose offences are always 

petty ; cunningly managed, but mean in character. 

These persons are pests in society, but they are rarely guilty of 
crimes that bring upon them long terms of imprisonment. They re- 

main in prison but two, or at most three years. Deprived of the ex- 

citement of their previous lives, they are stupid, and either indifferent 

to the advantages of sequestration, or determined to find none in it. 

Such persons must spend many months in prison before they become 

isolated from the past, and it usually happens that, when this is effect- 
ed, and the path of improvement, which they are ever slow to travel, 

has been fairly entered, their term expires, and they are dismissed little 

wiser or better than they were received. 

| These considerations induce me to present one more suggestion 

which has been already made by writers on this subject—the propriety -* 

of sentencing indefinitely, and leaving the term of duration to be de- 

cided by competent persons, who shall be cognizant of the conduct of 

the criminal in prison ; of his progress in improvement ; of his efforts 
at reformation ; in short, of all those facts respecting him by which 

character, integrity, and capacity are estimated elsewhere. 

If it be objected that this would be a large responsibility to throw 
upon prison functionaries, it may be replied that in some way it must 

be exercised, by some persons, and it surely is as rational to suppose 

that it may be safely and wisely done by persons acquainted with the 
whole course of the criminal after his conviction, as by his judge who 

rarely knows any thing of him except his conduct in the particular 

act for which he is arraigned. Let the records of his trial with the 

character of his offence, and, as nearly as it may be estimated, his 
degree of guilt in its commission, be forwarded to his place of con- 

finement ; let him there be under the daily supervision, influence and 
guidance of intelligent and humane persons, of sufficient sagacity to 

penetrate his purposes and power to influence and elevate their cha- 
racler, and surely those who are called upon to decide upon his fitness 

for restoration to society would have better means of determining 

wisely and justly than the officers upon whom that duty now devolves, 

can possibly possess. Such a system would admit of a far more 

equitale adjustment of punishment to offence than can now be 
attained. But I am already exceeding the limits which I proposed 
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to this letter. Permit me to close with a word by way of introducing 

* the accompanying tables. 

The original design in preparing them was to show the proportion 

of recommitments out of the various terms of sentence. To this it 

was found necessary to add a computation of those who were released 
by pardon, because from 1817 to 1826, nearly half of those sentenced 

j to terms exceeding five years, were soreleased. Of 285 life sentences 
177 have been pardoned after remaining an average of about six years 

in prison; 88 have died, having survived their sentence into the 

prison about four years; 3 have been transferred, and 3 are unac- 

counted for by any records now to be found. The remaining 13 are 
_ still in confinement here. 

Tables No. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 exhibit respectively the whole number 

of commitments to the male department of this prison for the thirty 
years last past—-the whole number and the proportion of those who 

have been pardoned—of the deaths and of the recommitments. 

It will be seen that the proportion of recommitments is greater as 

the terms are longer, and, were the calculations made on the right 
basis, this fact would appear more striking than it does, because the 

number of those who live to be recommitted also diminishes as the 
terms are lengthened. The number of persons unaccounted for by 

_ the registers, and the large number who are marked as second and 

third comers, whose previous place and terms of imprisonment are not 
shown, prove the extremely imperfect manner of keeping records 
formerly practiced here. This increases the labor of collecting sta- 
tistics, while it at the same time lessens their accuracy and value. 

I trust, however, that those I have prepared may prove of some ser- 
vice in illustrating the subject I had in view, and also contribute to 

the in.zrest and usefulness of your deliberations. 

Very respectfully, 

E. W. FARNHAM. 

To Doctor Joun D, Russ, of the Prison Association of New-York. 

No. 243.] 

Showing the aggregate 

Pleasant 

TABLE No. 1, 

fp 

of commitments to the male prison at Mount 
t, From the year 1817 to 1847, both inclusive. ~~ 

& Foye beeen There were committed for the term of 1 year,. . veo. g 
do 
do 

do 
do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
do 

do 
do 

do 
do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
do 

do 

do 

do 
do 

do 
do 

do 

de 
do 

do 

do 
do 

do 

do 
do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
do 

do 

BEM reese eeeees 1627 
Go .ececsesseee 1848 

dO ..cecceeases 490 
dO .sceseceeeees 1815 
do .........00. 118 

seeweseveeee 553 

see ccceeses 69 

ate e noes eene 30 

seesessecsee 462 
wee cece eons 7 

seeecereeses 40 

seeeeseeseee 120 

do 

dO .eccccee ase 

GO cevecccaseee 
20 to 30 years,.....206 
over 30 do ...,.... 
lifes. ccececeeceeecees 285 

Aggregates... . cc. cee ec ease cece ceee cane  



TABLE No. 3, 
TABLE No. 2, 

Showing what proportion of those sentenced to the male prison at 

Mount Pleasant, from the year 1817 to 1847, inclusive, have died 
while in prison. 

Showing what proportion of those sentenced to the male prison at 

Mount Pleasant, from the year 1817 to 1847, inclusive, have been 

discharged by pardon. 

Of the 8 committed for 1 year, died ........ . 

Of the 8commitments for the term of 1 year, veoe 0 do 1627 do 2 years, died ;‘,th nearly, or 
do 1627 do do 2 years, ;';thnearly,or 141 do 1848 do do ath do 

do 1848 do do do jth do 305 490 do 4 do goth exactly, 
490 do do do ith do 117 1315 do do ath nearly, 

1315 do do do do 281 118 do do ith = do 
118 do do do do 49 § 553 do do 1th do 
553 - do do do do 243 § 69 do do id do 
69 do do do 22 30 do do 
30 do do do 10 § 462 do do 

462 do do do 73 5 7 
7 do do do 4 

40 do do do ad 
3 do do do 0 

120 do do do nearly, or. 64 
8 
2 

0 

1 

0 

5 

ca ,
 mo
   

7'sth exactly, 
3th nearly, 

do do none, 
40 do do 3th nearly, 

3 do do id exactly, 

do do ith do 
do do 

pa
ns

 
So

t 
Ga
lt
 

col
let

 
pol

es 
po
et
 

tee
 

ths 

3th nearly, 
do do none, 

do do 

do 2ds exactly, 

27 do do do 
do do do 
do do do 

fe de 18 do do none, 
: 

do 3th exactly 
do do do 4} nearly, or. ; 20t030 do none, ? 

do do 20 to 30 years,. .....: ° over30 do ads exactly, 

do do over 30) do .sseeee life sths nearly, 

do do life, 2 nearly, or. 177 
— Total number of deaths 

Total number pardoned,...eseessesesscevees 1617 _——_ 

=—  
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TABLE No. 4, TABLE No. 5, 
Showing how long those who have died in the Mount Pleasant State 

prison, between 1817 and 1847, both inclusive, have survived their 
respective sentences. 

Showing what proportion of those sentenced to the male prison at 
Mount Pleasant have been re-committed to said prison, from the 

year 1817 to 1847, both inclusive. 

3 Died in less than one month after commitment.........+.002 26 
Of th 8 sentenced for 1 year, recomrcitted 4 nearly, or .. 

° sa ore * y do three months do acectscceseees 37 do 1627 do 2 years, recommitted ;th nearly, or 109 d : 
do 1848 do do gsth do 145 i six months do cece seeeeceane 46 

do 490 do 4 do foth do 68 i. nme months do seeeccenceeess 42 

do 1315 do do }th do 218 “o one year _ do : 80 
do 118 do do ith do 19 do one year and six months after commitment... 

do 553 da do ith = do 9 6CO&£ do two years do 

do 69 do do th do 6 U@é& do two years and six months do 
TI . 

do 30 do do qisth exactly, 2 three years ; do 

do do do 1th nearly, three years and six months do 
9 

do 7 do do ith exactly, four years ; do 

do 40 do do gsth do four years and six months do 

do 3 do do none, five years ; do 

do 120 do do ggth nearly, five years and six months do 

do do do Hh = do six years do 
‘do do do none, six years and six months do 

do do do all, seven years do 

do do do id nearly, seven years and six months do 

do do do none, eight years do 

do do do 1d nearly, eight years and six months do 

do do 20 to 30 = do ith do nine years do 

do do over 30 do none, nine years and six months do 

do do life do ith nearly, 34 ten years do 
ten years and six months do 

Total recommitments.....ssccee cececceseees 178 eleven years do 
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eleven years and six months do 
twelve years do 

thirteen years do 

Norse. The basis of the calculation in this table should have been 
the number of convictions for each term, less the deaths in each. 

The error was discovered too late to be corrected. The reader can 

easily do it, by comparing it with table No. 3, exhibiting the whole Total number of deaths, as shown per registers. . 
number of deaths in each term. 

In addition to the preceding recommitments, there are 127 whose 

previous terms of imprisonment are not shown by the records or 
registers of the prison, all being designated as “2d” “3d,” &c. 

comers into the prison. [Assembly, No. 243.] 
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TABLE No. 6. 

RECAPITULATION, &c. 

Whole number committed, from 1817 to 1847, inclusive ..... 

ences Pardoned (see table No. 2) .sceesee cere rceecesecs 

Died (see table No. 3) . se eeeenee 

Transferred at various times to lunatic asylums. ....+. . 

Escaped.....-.. 
Transferred to Clinton prison ....0+seeeeeeee 

Transferred to Auburn at various times. sss seseeeee rs 

Not included in expirations (see note, table 4}. ...+.eee ress 

Not known how disposed of .....-++.-++ 

Discharged by expiration of sentence. ...+ssesseeeeeee sees 

Remaining in prison at this date. .sseseee cece eeercereeees 

eae ce eren ceeeee 

aeons 

mecca eee te cee ee HHO Eee SH eeEe aeeeee 

ar 

Aggregate ...eseveeee 

The next communication which we shall present, is a letter from 

Judge Porter, of Alabama, on the exercise of the pardoning power, 

the profits of labor, &c. 

No. 242 ! 99 

Tuscaloosa, Ala., 25 Aug., 1847. 
Dear Sirn— 

Iam sorry I cannot attend the proposed convention of persons in- 

terested in prison discipline. An important court, where my presence 

is absolutely necessary, holds a session at the time appointed, I 

should have gladly embraced this opportunity to visit the northern 

country, not less to participate in the measures necessary to the re- 

fora of punitive laws, than to witness the results of the progress of 

your people in the affairs of public and private life. 

Allow me to relieve my anxiety for the successful issue of your 

expected deliberations, with some general thoughts on the great sub- 

ject which will engage your attention. 

Punitive law is far behind every other element of the social sys- 

tem in measures of reform. The agents of society have blindly 

rushed to the consummation of criminal laws, without stopping to make 

enquiry as to the principle which forms the foundation of them all. 

Authority to punish men for their offences against the laws of com- 

munity, rests on the agreement, which is supposed to be made when 

the social compact is formed. ‘That if a man violates that security 

with respect to an individual which it is the great object of the asso- 

ciation to preserve to the whole body, he shall be removed from it, so 

as to effect two purposes: Ist. That he may be placed beyond the 

power of again injuring his neighbor. 2d. That he may make some Qe 

remuneration to society for the wrong done it. 

exercised on the idea of the rejection of the criminal from the pale of 

society, and round this point, as upon a fixed rudiment, must every 
action of the government revolve. When societies were originally 

instituted, their pale was the walls of the city. The oath of a witness 

in the early periods of Roman jurisprudence, “ If knowingly I deceive, 

may the immortal Jove hurl me with my goods from the safe city and 

citadel, as I now cast this stone,” showed the horror of the ancients at 
being placed beyond the protection of the city. The fact that every 

one of the earlier communities had to entrench themselves behind the 

ramparts of a town, and thus be safe from the power of the deprada- 

tory throngs which infested the open country, proves the reasonable- 

ness of this anxiety. Here the punishment of each member of society, 

The whole power is ~ 

jn these primitive times, for a breach of the rules agreed upon, was a | 

mere rejection, a being cast out from the place of protection. In our   i= 
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day, the right to punish rests on the same principle. The laws are 

the rules under which we agree to live in society. For violation of 

these laws we consent 1o the imposition of certain penalties. In cri- 

minal laws these penalties are proportioned to the grade of offence ; 

all founded on the right of the mass to place the offending individual 

beyond the enclosure of society, thereby putting it out of his power 

again to offend, and causing some compensation, either to the person 

whose rights have been violated, or to society for the expense of in- 

flicting the punishment. How is this to be done, as most consistent 

with the exercise of the power of government, and as most conducive 

to the interest of the members of society, is the great point to be con- 

sidered. The mere rejection of the offender beyond the circle of so- 

ciety, will not do, because he may return more violent than ever. 

Society must, therefore, resort to such measures as may tend to keep 

the party secure for the time fixed upon as necessary to expiate the 

offence. For this public prisons are erected, and for this, bya strange 

and awful perversion of the powers of society, the prison house of the 

grave is still recognized—the savage triumph of a barbarous zeal for 

virtue. My business is now with the first, not the last, and I proceed 

with the enquiry, how can this power be best exercised ? I answer, 

1st. By making the prison as secure as possible, so as to make the 

punishment as certain as possible. 2d. By making the imprisonment 

as profitable as possible to society, by reforming the citizen as much 

as possible. 3d. By making the punishment as valuable as possible 

to the individual, by providing as much as possible for both his bedy 

and his soul. Each of these inquiries supposes of course that the 

prosecution of an offender has been properly conducted, is founded 

on just laws, justly administered, and in their penalties properly ad- 

justed to the nature of the offence. 

4st. The consideration of the question of the security of the prison, 

as connected with the certainty of the punishment, may cover very 

extensive ground. Tt may embrace inquiries not merely as to the best 

plan of building prisons, so far as their architectural strength is con- 
cerned, but their internal management, and as to the interference of 

the Legislature and of the Executive. In no form of government 

where public opinion, whether for prejudice or forsympathy, so pow- 

erfully affects the legislative will, or so imperatively guides the ex- 

ecutive hand, it is impossible to hope for such perfect legal restric- 
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tions as may wholly limit the action of either power to proper cases, 
Two instances in which the control of public opinion was potent in 
which I participated, one that of Jesse H. Garrett, now a citizen of 

Geneva, New-York, would, if reported, show the difficulty of ob- 
taining the judgment of the pardoning power, without mixing with 
the consideration of the question collateral subjects calculated to mis- 
guide the mind. Many cases indeed might be cited, proving that 
pardons are often granted where justice and Jaw both require that 
they should be refused ; but where both yield to personal influences. 

or to political motives. Through the tenure of one executive admin- 
istration runs a disposition to pardon in all cases. runs Through another, ~ 
a determination to pardon in none. rmination Each does wrong. The one 
commits injustice to society ; the other violates the justice due to in- 
dividuals. The one disarms the laws of the country of all power to 
punish ; the other deprives the executive power of its noblest attri- 
bute—mercy. It cannot, therefore, require argument to cause it to / 

be admitted that nothing will tend more to encourage crime than the 
improper exercise of the pardoning power, because the want of a 
system or principle to regulate this power, by leaving it to float on 
the broad expanse of minds, governed by political, personal, or other 
improper influences, leaves the punishment of every offence wholly 
uncertain. Offenders, therefore, taking the chances of this uncer- 
tainty, are encouraged to commit crimes, willing to stake the certainty 
of conviction against the hope of executive or legislative interference. 

Nor will it by any means do to cut off this power. I mean that 
power vested in the Legislture or executive to pardon offences, To 
do so, would be to provide no vindicatory authority for the relief of 
the innocent man improperly convicted ; to cut off the power of cor- 
recting a conviction brought about in the heat of much public excite- 
ment, or produced by perjury, or the mistake of the weight of pre- 
sumptive evidence, &c. And again, if there be no pardoning power 
authorized, in that case the administrators of the law, judges and je- 

Tors, exercise it, by becoming guilty of a species of Judicial perjury. 
when, in view of the inadequacy of punishment, or the peculiar cir, 
cumstances of tie case, they admit the offence has been committed 
but deny that it ought to be punished in the individual. So that upon 
every ground of debate, the pardoning power ought to be preserved ; 
but its exercise should be so limited as, effectually as possible, to con-  
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fine its application to truly just cases. If this be not done, as we 

have seen, by rendering the chance of pardon probable, the punish- 

ment of offenders wil] fail in that constituent which more than any 

other is effective to prevent crime, certainty. 

2d. The only matter of profit to be considered by a State in provi- 

ding punitive regulations, is that species of socia! profit which relates 

to the reformation of the citizen. Every time a man commits a 

crime he weakens the tie which connects him with society, and every 

time society excludes him from a participation in its powers and bene- 
fits, it deprives itself for the time of a citizen. This may be, as we 

have seen, for good, in order to place him where he may not incur 

further penalties by further aggressions, and where he may render a 

just compensation for injurious acts. The great object of society 

should be to answer these ends, and restore to herself again as soon 

as possible, the citizen she has lost, This will form the profit of so- 

ciety in the punishment of its members for crime; this must be ef. 

fected by reforming the individual in those respects in which as a citi- 

zen he has displayed the greatest disposition to violate the security of 

society. It is impossible, in a letter like this, to consider the various 

measures which may tend to influence this reformation. The most im- 
portant of them will be found covered by such reguiations as apportion 

punishment to offences, and exhibit to the eyes of the citizen a code 

of criminal laws exactly as human capacity allows, adjusted to the 

nature of offences ; which shall be so undeviatingly applied, that in 
no instance shall any condition of society be exempt from its formula, 

or its penalties. One of the greatest of the obstacles which are pre- 
sented in the reformation of the citizen, is the mark of infamy which 

follows his imprisonment, This is a renewal of punishment for the 

same offence, for if society visits the character of an offender with 
disrespect, because he has been a convict, it undertakes to add to the 
punishment, already inflicted, one not less powerful, and not less 

arbitrary. This should if possible be avoided by suitable provision. 

One whose person has yielded to the law, and who has in obedience 
to its authority, performed his appointed time of imprisonment, should 
be viewed as having purged himself of offence. 
offence or of his punishment, ought not to hang by him, like links of 
the broken chain, which has bound him to his dungeon, weighing 

down every effort towards strengthening his weakened reputation, 

and the recuperation of the lost confidence of his fellow men. To 

The history of his - 
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wards such a man, tenderly jealous of every glance resting upon him, 

as he leaves the prison, there ought to be displayed the most liberal 
and generous of sympathies. The regard which the Athenians had 

for the memory of Socrates impelled them to forbid that his name 
should be mentioned lest it should recall the injury done by his con- 

demnation. Much more worthy the sentiment which would cause to 

be forgotten the sentence passed upon him whom the laws have justly 
pronounced guilty. The justice done to Socrates was the justice of 

a heathen people: that asked for the poor convict—one anxious to 

restore himself to the society he had been driven from, is one sanc- 
tioned by the improved intelligence of the age, and demanded by the 

divine principles of the Christian faith. The justice of men is, the 
representation of the justice of God ; but it should never be forgotten 

that this justice while certain and inflexible, is ever accompanied by 

mercy, and followed by forgiveness. As religion is intended for the 

“guilty, not the innocent, so forgiveness is alone applicable to those 
who have erred. This principle while it sustains the propriety of 
the punishment of the criminal, and enforces submission to it, also 

requires that when satisfaction is made to the injured majesty of the 

laws, and the repentant convict again appears in society, he should 
be seen and treated as a stranger, of whose past life we know nothing 

bad, but of whose future, we expect everything good. 

In the reforming of a convict, religion will exercise a wonderful 
influence. In the depth of every mind, however debased by igno- 

rance or crime, there is a recognition of religious obligation, which 
outlives every other emotion, and humbles the heart obdurate to the 
most tender of human influences. To enforce these sanctions of reli- 
gion, which are displayed in most perfection, when most governing 

our relations in this life, should be the constant purpose of the law. 
The regular and respectful worship of God should therefore become 
a part of the police regulation of every prison. In the observance of 
its duties, in the continued contemplation of its divine, simple, and 

elegant precepts, men will soon discover enough to excite the most 

grateful thoughts for past mercies, and the most carnest desire for 

future usefulness. The man who is daily taught to reverence the 
deity, will come from the prison the friend of his fellow man, not the- 
avenger of wrongs supposed to have been done him by society. 

You will see by the following extract how earnestly I have strug- 

gled to attain this end, and how my efforts were met.  
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“ Debate on the Penitentiary bill, in the House of Representatives, 

Alabama, January 24,” 1846. 

“Mr. Porter proposed an amendment requiring the lessee to enter 
into a stipulation for the moral culture of the minds of the convicts, 
through religious instruction, and the observance of the Sabbath. 

“ He said that this matter was too important to permit him to yield 
his general disposition, not to embarrass the house with discussion. 
He regarded as no less a right than duty of the state, to provide for 

the morals of its convicts. This right of punishment conferred upon 

society, was for a higher purpose, than merely condemning an unfor- 

tunate being to the dungeon. One of the grand objects was his re- 

form in moral sentiments. His restoration to society, freed from the 
sins which had produced his exclusion. Society was understood to 
harbor no revenge, and to exercise none as the agent of the injured 
person. The authority exercised over the life, liberty and persons 
of men, was for the preservation of the peace, as well as the morals 

of our race. An authority for the maintenance of those sentiments 
which are calculated to elevate, not degrade human nature. When 

the laws attached punishment as a penalty to the conduct of one 
whose conduct violated those regulations, the obligations of society, 

did not consist in merely placing him within the security of the prison 
house. It should cultivate the morals which had been debased. It 
should direct the mind to more noble occupation of social and religious 

duty. The state was by this bill preparing to do an act which he 
condemned altogether, selling out its prisons and prisoners, to enable 
others to make the profit that the state could not. If the Legislature 

were so determined, while he could not def: at the measure, he would 
perform his duty in guarding this part of it. He hoped members 
would see the propriety of adopting the amendment without division. 

Tt was a proposition the propriety of which was apparent. It pro- 
vides for the faithful performance of one of the noblest of the sovereign 

trusts, the care of the morals of men. If no such provision was 

adopted, the state’s convicts instead of coming forth from their dun- 
geons on the expiration of their terms of imprisonment, better men, 

would be turned out a class of more desperate villains. While con- 
fined they would be indulging in every vicious propensity without 
restraint. The places announced to the world as receptacles of un- 
fortunate offenders, where the promise of their reformation and use- 
fulness was to be made, would become the very nurseries of every 
vice. A prison house in which every sentiment of virtue would be 
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stifled by the express sanction of the legislature. It was folly to 
think of leaving this matter to the lesses’s pleasure. It must from 
the nature of things be neglected. He was in favor of binding the 
agent of the state to this, as the highest of the duties of the state. 
He cared not how much trouble it gave juries or courts to assess the 
damages. He preferred all the contemplated trouble to the crime of 
lending himself to a legislation which would turn the states prison 
into a gambling shop, or place of indulgence for every species of 
iniquity. Let us not forget, said he, in our anxiety for the profits of 
the penitentiary, the profits of virtue, while punishing the body, let 
us remember the soul. Spare the soul, sir, spare the soul, while you 
are inflicting correction on the body. Let it not be said in this en- 
lightened and religious age, that, casting the criminal bound hand and 
foot into the cell, you will leave him to perish there in his sins, 
Rather in the very act of administering the rebuke, teach him to look 
upward to Heaven, and solicit that mercy desired to his lot here. 

“Mr. Porter said that the House had surely overlooked the char- 
acter and extent of the 9th section. Under it, the lessee had the 
power of inflicting corporal punishment. Did gentlemen keep in 
view the extent of this authority? It had been argued as if it was 
confined to whipping. It meant bodily punishment of every nature 
and kind, which the malice, revenge and caprice of the lessee might 
suggest. Certainly the Legislature would not give such power to 
the basest of mankind. The member from Lawrence, Mr. Hubbard, 
and the member from Mobile, Mr. Brown, had shown themselves 
More versed in the technicality of argument than Mr. P. supposed, 
They had argued the question as if corporeal punishment were as- 
sessed as a punishment of the offence, and had studiously kept out of 
the view the position that the corporal punishment had relation only to 
the security and health of one upon whose offence the law had already 
acted. His position was this, that the right of society to punish was 
exhausted when the sentence of the law declared by it was carried 
into effect. In the event that this was imprisonment when a man 
Served out the time allotted to his violation of rules prescribed by so- 
tlety, it had no further power over him for that offence. And during 

the progress of the punishment, the sovereign could affix no new pun- 
ishment having relation to the offence merely. It certainly had au- 
thority during the continuance of the punishment to adopt proper 
Measures for the security, and for the safety of the health of the con-  



106 [ AssemBis 

vict. The former was an obligation due to the balance of society, 

the latter was a blessing to the prisoner. It was seen therefore that 
the dispute between himself, and the advocate of the section was one 
as to what constituted the proper means. He thought argument and 

facts were on his side of the question. 

(Here Mr. Cooper interrupted Mr. Porter, and was understood 
by Mr. P. to suggest the propriety of making these arguments else- 

where, and with a view of treating with contempt, and ridiculing the 

sentiments of Mr. Porter in regard to punishments generally.) 

Mr. Porter continued, “I have no expectation of saying anything 
either calculated to soften or please the gentleman from Monroe (Mr. 

Cooper.) This I wish to say however in regard to the side thrust of the 

gentleman as to the might of my argument in the House. I have ever 
enough respected ihat gentleman to listen at least to his views, and that 
he evinces a contrary disposition shall not deter me from boldly ex- 
pressing my detestation of the sentiments he indulges in regard to such 

subjects. When others have suffered so much for the amelioration 
of the human race, and for the wrongs committed in the name of law, 

certainly I can bear his contemptuous sneers. 

“The gentleman from Lawrence, had placed the majority of these 

punishments on the authority of parents to correct their children. 
The doctrine upon which that authority was predicated rested on the 
assertion, that it was a correction because of the absence of reason. 
When children can reason, the rule ceases to operate, and argument 
and persuasion were substituted for the rod. It has therefore no 

force as an argument for the punishment of those imprisoned, because 
having reason they still sinned. But the words corporal punishment 
included everything, whipping, burning, scarring the flesh, a resort to 
all that the ingenuity of one having the power might invent at a mo- 
ment when his blood was boiling ina rage. If gentlemen would but 
only rely on well authenticated reports as to these punishments, and 
the evils following their exercise, even in well regulated and much 
more moral communities, he would not urge his arguments. In some 
of the Northern and Eastern States, which he did not hesitate to say 

were far in advance of Alabama in the reforms of criminal codes, 
some of these cruel bloody inflictions had to the disgrace of humanity 

been tried, aud in well guarded prisons been productive of ever to be 

detested consequences. In these same institutions all such modes of 
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treatment had given way to the mild induence of the efforts of the friends of mercy whom it had been so much the object of the mem- ber from Monroe to laugh to scorn. 

“ (“Here Mr. Brown called on Mr. Porter to designate those institu- tions. Mr. Porter said Pennsylvania and Massachusetts. 

“Mr. Brown. t galt 
a Yes, in Massachusetts they used to burn Witehes’) 

“Mr. Porter proceeded. And the doctrines advocated by the en- tleman and his friends, will soon bring about in Alabama, a dark age than ever rested upon Massachusetts. If you give the sanction of the State to this practice; if you turn loose upon your convict men, whose only object will be to convertithe penitentiary intoa lace of profit, you will be unbinding the worst passions of the huma heart. You will reverse all the principles which have promoted the establishment of penitentiaries; making them not places of refu eand reformation for the miserable outeasts from society, but dens of ava- rice and covetousness. Could it be expected of human nature. that men whose obligations to the State would be violated if these con- pets did not work, whom the State had entrusted with their care and abor because better whip-masters than she is, would be governed b prudence and deliberation, rather than anger and resentment? An 4 1s never rational, power rarely prudent. No one with authority oon be safely vested with the means of punishment, without very id restrictions on his pawer. Anger distracts our reason and forces it to the approbation of measures which in cooler moments our jude: heats wees There is nothing more likely to disturb it than the g ace the convicts in the power of men who take them only for the love of gain, and there would be no objects of contem plation more horrible than the excesses we might be called upon to alfa 7 remember to have read in St. Peirre, one of those scorn. ont Of es of an Interesting child, who attracted the at- tata enevo ent female , and who was informed by the mother, ethene B00 it was not for the want of whipping. ‘This seems to oth y means of doing good, in the Judgment of the advocates , ms measure. Thave a better opinion of my fellow men. Is it an I i in the name of humanity, to devise in this christian age, devine to infer ne the tous but to put in practice the various ig and Teas pain; from the wooden horse Truxton, to the tear- ating the back, or burning the flesh of a Poor condemned  
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man? It is dreadful to recur to the various exploded means of pun- 

ishment resorted to, even in well improved societies. ‘The dark cell, 

starvation, suspension, &c. Mr. Porter alluded to one instance where 

a convict was kept.in a dark cell on bread and water forty-two days. 

One evening the keeper was attracted by a knocking at the wicket, 

He saw the convict a boy, in a state of delirium, on his knees, his 

eyes rolling in phrenzy. Holding out his emaciated band he cried, 

“My father told me to knock and get a little mush.” (18 Report 

Prison Discipline Society, pp. 289, 290,) The cruelty of man, 

though depriving him of reason, had failed to obliterate the cons 

cjousness that he had yet a Father in Heaven.” 

3. Every convict has a right to require, of the society which casts 

him in prison, that his body and soul shall be provided for. 

The care of the body of a convict must be the result of various 

laws, affecting the internal management of the prison, the providing 

of food, clothing, &c. The process by which these comforts are 

supplied should be as simple as possible, and not divided betwecs 

too many persons. I have thought that the most effectual plan wou 

be to require the keeper of each prison to report to some committee 

appointed in each town, under severe penaltie’, within two hours 

after the commitment, the name of each person committed. This 

committee should, under like penalty, be required to visit the person 

committed in two hours after receiving notice ; and immediately, at 

the charge of the State or county, furnish such clothing, &e., as is 

necessary to the comfort of the prisoner. Visits to and examinations 

of the prisoner, of his food, and room, should be also made weekly, 

and deficiencies supplied. The propriety of such prompt and efficient 

means is suggested, not less by humanity than by the principles of 

right. HH, for public safety, and as an explation of offence, society 

finds it necessary to confine a man, it imposes upon itself also the 

obligation of providing for his bodily comfort. It is true, society 

may and ought to remunerate herself for the expense by requiring 

the convict to labor ; this is proper, not only to preserve the health af 

the prisoner, but that he may provide a fund for bis own maintenance. 

With respect to the proceeds of the labor of the condemned person, . 

I think the just course to be pursued would be this, to deduct from 

them the expense of the person’s keeping, and apply the remainder 

to the support and education of his family. This will seem to bea 

strange measure ; but Lam satisfiedpit is the only just one. If one 
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| has committed crime he ought to be punished. If his punishment 
causes expense to the State, he ought to labor to compensate. But 
the State has no right to punish his family, who are innocent; and 
while the public interest requires the imprisonment of the head of 

the family, his imprisonment ought to be so managed that a portion 

of the proceeds of his industry should be applied to the support of 
that family, who have been deprived of his industry. This should 

E be done, or the State must maintain them. 

I have briefly, under the second head, considered the religions in- 

struction of the convict, in view of the question of his reformation 

He has a larger interest, individually, in the care of his 
soul, The very essence of the authority to punish him in this life, 

| inculeates the stern necessity of keeping before his eyes, continually, 
that more awful judgment which awaits him beyond the grave. The 

mass of men have no right to turn the prisons of those whom their 

law and power have condemned, into dens of wickedness. If they 
shut out the light of day, they have no right to shut out the light of 

the gospel. The internal splendor of that faith and practice which 
adorn religion shall be permitted to break in upon the dungeon, which 

State policy imperatively demands shall be invested with physical 
darkness. I would therefore require the constant observance of 

religion, not less for the object of restoring a good citizen to society, 

than for the cause of the eterna] safety of the individual. 

I have here, without system, taken some general view of the mat- 
ters intended to be considered by the convention. I cannot, however, 
close this letter without adverting to another phase of the subject, 

and properly embraced in the inquiry: I allude to the principle of 
colonizing convicts. 

The evil, to which I have already alluded, of the stigma resting on 
a prisoner after his release, and which, I have supposed, stands in the 
way of his reformation, is one incident to the fact of his imprison- 

ment in the midst of society. Ef he undergoes this imprisonment 
with emotions of contrition, his reflections assure him that he will go 

abroad into society, at the expiration of his term, with little con- 

fidence on the part of it in the sincerity of his repentance, and the 
Suspicions of his fellow men guarding his steps. If he is kept with- 
out employment, true, his bodily powers cannot be engaged mis- 

thievously ; but his mind, continually at work upon the manner of 

Society towards him, becomes indifferent to impressions of good, and  
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matures schemes of revenge. If he labors, it is a labor without 

hope, and therefore a curse, not a blessing ; wearing down the bodily 

machine, and leaving the mental powers shattered and idiotic. Much 

reflection has consequently convinced me that the only safe and 

effectual mode of reforming the criminal—out of violators of law, 

morals, and religion, to make good men and valuable citizens—is to 

adopt some plan by which they shall be kept together, isolated from 

the community, but so situated as to be able to carry on the business 

of agriculture, controlled by certain laws which may confine them to 

that position. I know how fully the subject of convict colonization 

has been discussed, and the extent of the prejudice against the system 

now; but the views I present are, so far as I know, new, anid with 

this impression I ask for them a hearing. 

It is objected in England that convict colonization tends to the in- 

jury of the settled region ; that it fills the new country with a race of 

murderers and robbers, and with their descendants ; that presently the 

very foundations of civilization will be broken up, and the principles 

of these outlaws be forced through every part, deranging its systems, 

and vitiating every constituent of good government, and every element 

of the security of person and property. This assertion is based on 

the evil of possessing criminals, and on the existence of vice, rather 

than upon any argument in favor of the converse of our proposition. 

The evil of crime we admit; the misfortune of having offenders to 

punish, we deplore: but they are here, and how best to dispose of 

them is the question. If it can be shown that fewer evils will result 

to society and to the convict by colonization than by imprisonment in 

the midst of society, then our position is proved. But certainly it is 

not disproved by using the objection above referred to, because any 

mode of imprisonment may lead to the same result. If one is impris- 

oned in the centre of society, when it is performed, he must be turned 

loose into that society, reformed under past and existing systems of 

purification, neither as a citizen nor as an individual ; not benefited 

either in body or mind, but degraded in reputation, suspected by his 

fellow men, presumed capable of all crime, and full of malice and re- 

venge towards his supposed oppressors. He is therefore as fully ca 

pable of spreading through the social system the elements of crime 2s 

if punished by any other plan ; and to a palpably greater degree, be 

cause he is thrown back into the theatre of his offences. The cities 

which are the forced, and therefore the unnatural sources of the civill- 
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ation of men, are the places where temptations to crime live. Every 

time a convict is turned loose into these, his temptations are increased, 
and his reformation retarded. But in a state of convict colonization, 

where agriculture would be the chief pursuit, these tendencies to in- 
creasing crime, and the retardation of reformation would not exist. 

In the first place the enticements which lead to crime would be ab- 

sent. The luxury of the city; the vain but unceasing toil after its 

elegancies 3 the contests of its style and fashion ; the facility of sup- 

plying every want of a capricious mind, would all be wanting. The 

simplicity of an agricultural life ; virtue would take deep root in the 
heart, and diffuse its blessings over the entire structure of society. 

Again, the severe judgment of public sentiment would not condemn 

the convict, and weigh down his efforts to obtain its confidence. Few 

would live in such a community but those sent there for offences. 

There would be no class so exclusive in the practice of the virtues, so 
far as the first is concerned, as to be authorized to maintain a tribunal 

where opinion should repunish the convict. There each man, with 

the recollection of his own errors fresh in his mind, would humble 

himself at the story of another’s fault, and they would, collectively, 

endeavor, by lives of usefulness and virtue, to obscure the history of 

their offences. And again, the labor of the convict would be a labor 

with hope. Each person, thus situated, would feel that bis exertions 

were not merely for the State, but for himself and his family. The 

great fault of existing systems of punishment is, that the State thinks 

of itself, never of the offender, as respects his own rights as a moral 

bemg, of his family, or of his future condition. This system would 

correct this, especially in the point suggested. The inducements to 

labor would be very great when the convict saw, at the end of the term 

of sentence, a property and a home ample for the wants of a family 

awaiting to reward his exertions, and found himself blessed by the 

public confidence which cheerfully rewarded his efforts at reformation. 

The colony thus settled by offenders would bear within itself the seeds 

of public and private virtues. As land exhausted by culture, by lying 

mean few yeas recuperates itself, and becomes fertile, even through 

, mind of the convict, worn out and degraded from 

the excess of viciousness, would thus, resting under the influences I 

ae named, become full of the essentials of life and healthfulness. 

ieee after generation would be continually improved, until, 
y, the very history of the crimes of the original colonists would 
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be lost in the lustre displayed in their descendants. A great moral al- 
chemy would be at work, and out of the materials, poisonous and 

deadly, when taken separate, a new agent be produced, by mixture, 

capable of influencing, beneficially, the entire sphere of political and 

social life. Sir George Simpson, in the narrative of his overland 
journey, furnishes some facts and ideas upon the condition of the Si- 

berian. exiles very applicable to our argument. “The dwelling in 
which we breakfasted to-day,” says the traveler, “was that of a person 

sent to Siberia against his will. Finding that there was but one way 

of bettering his condition, he worked hard and behaved well. He had 

now a comfortably furnished house, and a well cultivated farm, while 

a stout wife, and plenty of servants bustled about the premises. His 

son had just arrived from St. Petersburg, to visit the exiled father, and 

had the pleasure of seeing him, amid all the comforts of life, reaping 

an abundant harvest, and with one hundred and forty persons in his 
pay a 

He adds: “In fact, for the reforming of the criminal, in addition to 

the punishment of the crime, Siberia is undoubtedly the best peniten- 

tiary in the world. When not bad enough for the mines, each exile 

is provided with an allotment of ground, a home, a horse, two cows, 

agricultural implements, and, for the first year, with provisions. For 

three years he pays no taxes whatever, and for the next ten only half 

the full amount. To bring fear as well as hope to operate in his favor, 

he clearly understand that his very slip will send him from his home 
and family to toil in the mines. Thus does the government bestow 

an almost paternal care on the less atrocious criminal.” 

Blackwood thus continues the subject : “¢ We had some curiosity to 

know the condition of the exiles to Siberia from an intelligent eye wit- 

ness. But he gave little more than a glance to a subject on which the 

public mind of England is at present engaged. In Russia, corporal pun- 

ishment is much in use, but criminals are seldom put to death. They 

are marched off to Siberia for every kind of offence, from the highest 

political crime to petty larceny. The most heinous offenders are sent 

to the mines. Those guilty of minor delinquencies are settled in vil- 
Jages, or on farms, and those guilty of having opinions different from 

those of the government—statesmen, authors, and soldiers—are gen- 

erally suffered to establish themselves in little knots, where they spread 

refinement through the country. The consequence is, ‘that all grades  
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of society are decidedly more intelligent than the corresponding grades 

in any other part cof the empire, and perhaps more so than in most 

parts of Europe.’ 

“ Yet with this knowledge before the British government—for we 

must presume they had not overlooked the condition of the Russian 

exiles ; and with the still more impressive knowledge of the growth 

of our Australian Colonies, and the improvement of the convicts; the 

new fangled and most costly plan is now to be adopted of reforming 

our criminals by keeping them at home! Thus we are to save our 

national expenditure by building huge penitentiaries, which will cost 

millions of money, and to secure society from depredation, by énnu- 

ally pouring fiom those prisons, as the time of their sentences ex- 

pires, the whole crowd of villainy at once—making the very streets a 

place of danger, and filling the country with hungry crime. 

“The only argument on the opposite side is, that the free settlers 
are offended by finding themselves in a population of convicts. But 

to this the obvious answer is, that the colonization of Australia was 

originally intended as a school of reform—that the convicts have 

been to a great extent reformed, which they never would have been 

at home—that the convicts were in the colony first, and that the set- 

tlers going there with their eyes open, have no reason to complain.” 

The influence of agriculture in producing these results is greater 

than that exercised by any other pursuit. No vocation has proved 

so powerful in civilizing men: none so effectually harmonizes the 

conflicting elements of the social system ; produces more subordina- 
tion among its members to political and moral restraints,;—none tends 

more to render the manners gentle, or fills the mind with nobler sen- 

timents of humanity. In this pursuit, nature presents herself unaf- 

fected with the vices of science and refinement. There industry is 

connected with an employment, never subject to the fluctuations of 

commerce, and therefore presenting a never failing resource for labor. 

Thus national wealth, private enterprise, and domestic happiness, 

grow up and flourish together. Upon a constitution worn and shat- 

ered by the pursuits of a city, we every day see the consequence of 
his mode of life. On the mind, depraved and vitiated, the effect 

will be the same; and the society which shall set the example of con- 

Pning its criminals to a pursuit indicated by nature, and ever loved 

| Assembly No. 243.] 8  



  

114 [Assama.y 

by men in a state of innocence, will, out of crime, misery an 

create virtue, happiness and plenty. To society, distracts y i 

rude attacks of licentiousness, it will restore citizens, “ape - “ - 

noblest public enterprises ; to the convict it will ee the p s see 

again being regarded as useful to the State ; and to heaven, , 

often, with God’s sanction, a regenerated soul. 

it is not for me to dictate. 
p ing out this scheme, 

Fa te the State it, and the Congress of 

A convention of the States might agree upon di 

the Union may, from her waste land, supply the territory. 

of furnishing thoughts -self capable i 
J regret that I do not feel myse Pp ona evnite’s invi 

inqui ted i 
on every branch of the inquiry sugges 

tation T hope, most earnestly, that the matured judgments of ue 

good and learned men who will meet you, will furnish the country 

with valuable suggestions on these interesting topics. 

With great respect, Tam, 

Your ob’t serv’t, 

BENJ. F. PORTER. 

Joun D. Russ, M.D., Corresponding Secretary 

of the New York Prison Association, 15 Centre st., N.Y. 

n. Levi Woodbury 
ng communication from the Ho 

ee fan inn 
rsuaded is too often 

treats of an important matter which we are pe | oon 

neglected in the management of criminals ; and which might, 

doubt, be made a valuable element for their reformation. 

Portsmouth, N. H., i 

3d September, 1847. 

oe ain ceived from you a circular on the subject of a conven 

of those interested in Prison Discipline. Please to return to the 

committee, whose organ you are, MY acknowledgments for their ae 

lite invitation to attend that convention. But official engagements 

forbid my acceptance of it. They also prevent me from submitting 

. : the. 

any written disquisition on the interesting matters referred to in th 

circular. But allow me to mention one topic, which has not usually 

| yeceived so much attention from such meetings as its impor 

seems to require. It is the instruction of prisoners on the particu . 

dangers and difficulties which have betrayed most of them into cnme- 

{ 

     
    

  

ny
 

  

No. 243. us 

These are likely to beset them again when liberated, and, unless bet- 

ter understood and better guarded against, io make teem victims once 

more to their strong influences. 

You will perceive, that I do not speak of instruction merely in | 

reading, writing, and the ot:er first rudiments of education—nor do T | 

allude specially to teaching in morals and religion. These are of + 

course primary duties whenever any attempt is made to assist in the 

reformation of the prisoner. But | wish to urge something more. I 
wish to see efforts made to bring home more to the bosoms and medi- 

tations of each—the peculiar perils, to which he is exposed, and in- 
creased information and means how he may be able to escape them. 

This kind of intelligence will interest him most deeply—and this 

will probably be most successful in saving him, when again surround- 

ed by similar temptations. 

ih
e 

To illustrate this idea by one or two suppositions—If avarice has 
ied one class of the prisoners to the commission of forgery or larceny, 

let that class be carefully taught the follies as well as wickedness of 

a love of money pushed into such excesses, as well as the disgrace 

and disappointment, which usually attends on such means of ac- 

quiring wealth. 

If anger or revenge has plunged another class into arsons and homi- 

cides—instruct the victims to such passions how to regulate them— 

no less than the injustice and wretchedness of such indulgences in 

them, and the wide spread ruin to all order and security in society 

which they introduce. 

If drunkenness or lust has been the cause of still other crimes, as 

well as some of those already referred to—let special attention be 

directed to root out them—and let the special danger and cure of 

each be brought home to those who have been overcome by their 

syren songs. In short, I think, if instruction was thus mad: more 

discriminating and more closely adapted to what has already plunged 

different classes of them into crime and infamy, the prospect of refor- 

mation would be greatly brightened. 

Now, the use of punishment, as generally inflicted, appears to be 
rather vengeance, or, at least, a mere example of suffering to deter 

others—than to unite with the last another signal benefit—the im- 
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provement of the offender. To secure this, and to enable him to go 

‘forth not only with better habits and health, and means for a future 

honest livelihood, which are all desirable—but with a better acquain- 

tance as to the cause of his particular crimes—with better information 

how to avoid these errors hereafter, and thus doubly armed to resist 

them and conquer. 

With my best wishes for the success of the efforts of the New 

York Prison Association, 

I remain respectfully, 

Yours, 

LEVI WOODBURY. 
Dr. Jonn D. Russ, Cor. Sec’y. 

The following letter from W. Penn Clark, of Iowa, is exceedingly 

interesting ; shewing as it does, that even in that infant State the 

progress of civilization keeps equal pace with its progress among her 

elder sisters, and also as affording a detailed account of their prisons. 

Iowa Ciry, Iowa, t 
Alugust 24, 1847. 

Joun D. Russ, M. D., 

Cor. Sec. New-York Prison Association. 
Dear Sir :—Your letter addressed to the secretary of state of Iowa, 

dated July, 1847, announcing a “¢ Convention of the Friends of Prison 

Discipline throughout the Union, to assemble in the city of New-York, 

on the first Monday of October next, for the purpose of examining 

the various subjects connected with their labor,’ and requesting a 

copy of the criminal laws of this State; has been handed to me by 

that officer, to answer. Agreeably to your request, I take pleasure 

in sending you, for the use of your Association,a copy of the Revised 
Statutes of Iowa, which contains the criminal code of the State; also, 

a copy of the laws enacted last winter, at the first session of the State 

Legislature. In the latter you will find a law relative to our peniten- 

tiary, which 1 believe has not yet been put in force ; and also, a law 

providing for criminal returns, which was written by myself, and 
which, if its requirements are regarded by public officers, will here- 

after furnish us with authentic and reliable criminal statistics. The 

object I had in view in preparing this law, was not only to furnish 

the information that is necessary to guide such associations as yours, 

in the discharge of the duties they have assumed, but to afford a data 
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from which to draw deductions as to the ; wen to draw agency of common instruction in diminishing crime. , school T send you, also, a 

a 
a copy of address delivered at the first annual meeting of the “ lowa AmticC mt tal Punishment and Prison Discipli i ‘at, by fo ne atice vnaes Mason. It is due to that gentleman, however. ate, that the address is not on] i f 

g y so badly printed, but gross errors, committed by the printers, ted toe circulation ; yet defective as it is, it wil 

ne Society, in January last, by 

I inform you of the hi Pea ken by the society on the questions to which it refers, “e ore the package 1s sent off, I can gather up any other documents that I conceive will be useful to your Association, they will be j : cluded. The whole will be intrusted to Mr. E. Hull of Rochester, N. Y., who is now in this city, and who has kindly offered to take charge of them, and sce them forwarded to you from Rochest I hope they will reach you in time to be used at your seed 
eee 

Proposed con- 

T have also endeavored to procure for you, Copies of the jo 1 of the territorial Legislature, in which are embraced the history of Our penitentiary, but as none could be found except those in the st t library, I have failed—T can only send you an abstract of the re , " : The Towa penitentiary is located at Fort Madison, on the Mississir i river, on ten acres of land donated by the citizens of that town “tor that object. Its erection was commenced on the 9th of Jul 1839, after the plan of the Connecticut state prison, at Weathersfelt T : act providing for its crection, requires that it shall be of 5 ff i ne capacity to receive, secure and employ one hundred and thi tyes convicts. Estimated cost $55,933. By November of that : the basement story of the warden’s house and guard room had bene, oe ed, the foundation of sixty cells commenced, and two excelle vells had been dug. In December, 1840, six of the cells we pleted, and four nearly so. A committee of the Legislature, reported sj convicts (there had been eleven, but five had escaped) in tison, ho were represented as “in a good healthy condition well clad ‘ 1 Suitably accommodated as regards boarding and ‘lodgin 2? And where do you suppose they were lodged ? says the report: “ The are lodged in the cellar, under the guard room of the penite . During the day they are moderately exercised in such em lo is the director may order.” In December, 1841, the director reporte 0 the Legislature, “ since my last report, but little has been Tone 

re completed, 

ntiary.” 

that he has objected to its | 
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towards completing the penitentiary. The warden’s house and about 

one-half the main prison is now covered, which enables the warden 

to have all the convicts advantageously and securely employed.” 

& Five convicts were received ; two Lad been pardoned, one escaped, 

four were discharged by expiration of sentence, and four were then 

in confinement. The priscners were employed at coopering and 

blacksmithing, and generally healthy. The report of December, 

1842, shows that six convicts were received ; four discharged by ex- 

piration of sentence ; one pardoned ; one taken out by writ of habeas 

corpus ; two escaped ; and four were in confinement. At this lime, 

the penitentiary was in debt $3,361.33, and scarcely anything doing 

towards the construction of the building. On the 26th of August, 

1842, Edwin Guthrie was appointed warden. T have not been able 

to find his report of 1843, but in his report to the Legislature, at the 

May session, 1845, he says: 

«That in the spring of 1843, he was induced, as well to preserve 

the work already commenced, as to secure the permanent economy 

of the prison, to carry up the walls of the main building throughout 

its whole extent, and roof it over,soas to complete a workshop where 

all the prisoners might be safely and profitably worked, and thereby 

obviate the general evils attendant on out door labor. * * * This 

would make the main building 200 feet long by 44 feet in width, 

thirteen above the water table, or fifteen in all above ground, of which 

44 of the west end would be occupied as a keeper’s house ; 56 of the 

middle, by the cells, blacksmith’s shop, shoemaker’s shop, and kitch- 

en, leaving 100 feet of the east end for a cooper’s shop. All of 

which was completed by the Ist of November, 1843. * * * * With 

this spacious shop and nine men already at my disposal—with every 

reasonable prospect of an increase—I was justified in the belief, that 

with proper tools, proper materials, and proper energy and care, I 

should be able to bring the expenditures within the earnings of the 

prison, and thus relieve the territory of a burdensome debt heretofore 

arising from this source. In this, however, I have been disappointed, 

and have to report an actual loss between Dec. Ist, 1843, and May 

Ist, 1845, a period of 17 months, of $680.49. Various causes have 

contributed to bring about this deficiency. * * * * In addition to 

the causes already enumerated, as producing this balance against us, 

may be added an important one, a considerable reduction in the num- 

ber of convicts. * * * * Not a conviction had been had within the 

rr ose 
fede Og 
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year, and the number is now reduced from nine to six. The territo- 

rial courts have now almost completed the spring term, and as far as 

T can learn, without a single conviction. The number is now six, 

and in a few days will be reduced by the discharge of one of the most 

productive hands, to five. Of this number one is the cook, whose 

light frame and shattered constitution renders him almost wholly use- 

less for any other purpose. Another, a Winnebago Indian, whose 

total ignorance of the English language, or aversion, or inaptness to 

learn any mechanical labor, renders him almost useless, leaving but 

three absolutely for productive labor.” 

The Warden goes on to suggest that the institution be leased to 

some competent individual, and its management left to individual 

enterprise. With reference to the management of the prison, the 

discipline, punishment, &c., the report says : 

“The mute system has been carried out as far as could well be, 

consistent with the labor engaged in, and the convicts have generally 

shown willingness to obey and conform to all the regulations of the 

prison. In the mode of punishment, the violent methods have been 

almost or wholly abandoned, and the more rational and humane one 

adopted, of rewarding merit by marks of approbation ; and frequent- 

ly half of Saturday afternoon has been given for the purpose of wash- 

ing up and reading, at which time the bible, the lives of self-made 

men, of celebrated travellers, the Penny Magazine, and all other 

useful works, have been allowed them, which it is believed has 

awakened a spirit of emulation here, and had a tendency to soften 

the disposition and elevate the mind, and at the same time sends 

them into the world at the expiration of their term of service, better 
fitted and disposed to make good citizens. I have good reason to 

know, however, that this rule is not without its exceptions, and that 

some. are strangers to the emotions of gratitude, or insensible to 

man’s kindness or approbation. To such, the punishment resorted 

to, has been of a kind, irksome and mortifying in character, as best _ 

calculated to subdue a long settled perverseness of disposition. 

“Tn their moral education, I have to report that each convict is 

provided with a bible, and although we have no settled clergyman, 

preaching by voluntary contribution is occasionally had, and all Sab- 

baths are devoted to bible reading and religious exercises. * * * *  
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To secure health as far as may be, the cells are whitewashed fall and 

spring, and from the Ist of May to the Ist of September, once a 

month ; and every thing inside the prison buildings which is caleula- 

ted to engender sickness, is removed, and the whole interior carefully 

cleaned up. * Notwithstanding this precaution, however, bilious dis- 

eases of the milder kind have prevailed toa considerable extent, so 

much so, that T found myself, during the last summer, unable to mus- 

ter more than one or two hands able to labor : but as the cases gene- 

rally yielded readily to the common medicines, a physician was 

deemed unnecessary, ‘and seldom, if ever, called. During the five 
& 

months next succeeding my last report, four convicts were received 

of whom, two escaped, one 

into the prison, making at one time, 13 ; 

committed suicide, three discharged by expiration of term of sentence, 

one pardoned, and six still remain in confinement.” 

The foregoing synopsis of the Warden’s report affords you a gene- 

ral view of our criminal affairs during the period covered by that re- 

port, viz: 17 months prior to May Ist, 1845. It cannot but present 

the people of Iowa tna favorable light, for virtue and intelligence ; 

and when the number and character of our population—from 715 000 

to 80,000 souls, from all parts of the globe, with manners and cus- 

toms as different and varying as can be imagined—are considered, 

scattered as it is, over a great extent of country, I doubt whether any 

community, however favored, can boast of less crime, in proportion 

to numbers. But J pass on. During the session to which the fore- 

going report was made, the Legislature appointed a joint committee 

to visit the Penitentiary, and report as to its condition and manage- 

ment, which committee reported at the session of 1845-6. That the 

report does not place the institu ion in so flattering a light as the 

and coming from men less interested than the War- 
former report, 

The committee say < 
den, is entitled to full credence. 

“Jn the first place, your committee have to make not a very favor- 

able report of the condition of the prison buildings for the safe keep- 

ing of the prisoners. For although there have been expended _be- 

tween $44,000 and $45,000 upon the penitentiary buildings, yet 

more than one-third of all the prisoners committed have made theit 

as the following abstract from the prison register will 
escape, 

"This abstract shows the total number committed 
show” * * * * 
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(fiom Feb. 24, 1840 to Sept., 1845,) to be 38; discharged, 12; es- 

pees 13; pardoned, 6; now remaining in the penitentiary 7. 

ow, your committee are of the opinion that the greater number of 

escapes may be fairly attributable to the want of good and sufficient 

buildings, well secured ; and although, as before. stated, the ha 

been expended between $44,000 and $45,000, enough ‘in all ™ 

science, to have a good and substantial prison, yet so far as safe-keep- 

ing, good government and profitable employment of the prisoner: vane 

concerned, might as well not have been expended at all, fo “you 

have already learned from the last annual report of the Ward on “the 

walls of the main building have been carried up only 13 fect abo ° 

the water tables, or a little more than one story high, with a te no. 

rary roof, part of which is made of long shingles or ‘Japboards, in a 

very open manner ; the balance or other part, is made of conn / 

inch plank, in a like open manner, which, in the opinion of your ‘om. 

mittee, presents strong temptations to prisoners of ordinary sa acity 

to attempt to make escapes. In fact, any prisoner of vommon eun 

ning that could not get out of the prison, ought to be whi sped 

out, * * * * The want of convenient buildings, in which t ven 

ploy the convicts at any labor profitable to the Territor makes it 

necessary to employ them in some out-door labor, which has been 

practice to some considerable extent—some at one job and 

at another. Some in the timber, and some on the river’s bank-—some 

in one street some in another, so that any number of desperate ‘com 

ers would require an equal number of well armed men to uard, and 

bring them safe back to the prison at night.” Beaniyand 

After an examination of the accounts of the warden, and some other 

matters, with reference to the moral and religious instruction of th 

convicts, the report says : _ 

“ The means, or rather the want of any means at all, for the moral 

Teligicus, or any other kind of instruction or improvement of the c 

victs, forms another item which your committee deem proper t ice 

here. So far us they can learn, there never has been any wa oto 

vided, or system adopted, fer the refcrmation or instruction of th von- 

r ‘s, Jt seems almost to have been forgotten by the authorities of 

na that the great object of the prison and prison discipline of other 

e nineteenth century, is to reform, soften, and make better, 

the unfortunate victims of bad passions and a hardened heart. For. 
° ? 
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+ in our territory, he is consigned to a loathsome cell, or is associate’ 

with companions seven fold more the children of hell than : a 

with no stimulants to virtue, he drags out miserably his time, m mt . 

and debasing communications, when the small offender is wre se 

upon the community an abandoned and accomplished vi ain. e 

view of such an evil result, your committee would Tecommen 

your honorable body provide some means for the religious an b more 

instruction of the convicts, and thereby obtain some of the benents 

for which penitentiaries are instituted in other states. 

« And here, your comumittee deem it proper to notice another evi 

in the present organization of the penitentiary system (if sy tems 

be called,) we mean the practice of sending discharged prisone i. iy 

with nothing but their old prison clothes ; creating the neces y “ 

immediate crime, in order to hide their shame, and also obtain mo 

honest employment, for there are but few who will meee * eve 

employment, to persons in tattered prison garments, let their ™ 

tions be ever so honest. Your committee would, therefore, recor 

mend that some steps be taken, to furnish each prisoner, we * 

\ charged, with a comfortable suit of clothes, and the means to 

\ where be can find honest employment. 

You will concur with me in saying that the sentiments this . 

port, are just and humane, and highly honorable to its authors. 

view of the newness of the territory, the state of its revenness ia 

prison debt and probable increase, and the want of any prison i 

pline or system, the committee close their report by recommend " 8 

« that the penitentiary be leased for the term of from five to ten ye " 

under such regulations, as the legislature, in its wisdom, may dire " 

provided a lessee can be obtained who is able, capable, honest, an 

will comply with the conditions prescribed.” At the session ‘° w . 

this report was made, John W. Cohick was appointed war "he 

place of Guthrie; and in the ensuing spring, the suggestions 0 the 

committee were carried out, and the prison leased to the warden, . 

Territory paying him $100 per annum. The genesal ee * 

Jhowever, that he managed it badly; and in the spring of 1 1, ‘ 

prisoners had all been discharged or escaped, with the except ' 

one, an Indian. The first state Legislature, last winter, failed to r 

point an agent under the law passed at that session, and the pris 

remains I believe in charge of the late lessee. The new law (a copy 

122, 9 
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of which I send you,) authorizes the issuing of state bonds, to the 

amount of $20,000, drawing six and ten per cent, interest, for the 

purpose of carrying on the buildings, but nothing has been done under 

the law, and will not be, I presume, until after another session of the 

General Assembly, which will not occur until Dec. 1848, unless a 

special session should be called this winter. At the last session a 

committee was also appointed to visit and examine into the affairs of 
the Penitentiary, from which no report has yet been had. 

Thus, sir, you have a brief history of our penitentiary, from which 

you will see that it can scarcely be said to exist, except in name, and 
that what we have of system, is very, imperfect. Of course, it can- 

not be expected that a new state, destitute of means, can perfect an 

institution of this kind ina day, Time is the great builder, (if he is, 

also represented as the great /eveller,) and I am proud to believe, that 

ere many years have passed away, Iowa will have erected public 

institutions that will be an honor to her citizens, and worthy of this 

christian and enlightened age. Certain it is that the minds of the 
leading men of the state are awakened to this subject, and if they will 

but act together, and act promptly, whatever is done, may be done 
well and wisely. With the light thrown upon the subject of prisons 

and prison discipline, by the labor of such associations as yours, it is 

our own fault, if we remain in ignorance, and we alone are deserving 

ofcensure. I trust and believe, however, that when the work is re- 

sumed on our penitentiary, it will be superintended by someone who 

will construct it with a view, not only to the safe keeping and punish- 

ment of the unfortunate inmates, but to their comfort and reformation. 

To see that this is done, is within the province of the society to which 

I have the honor to belong, and at the annual meeting in January 
next, some steps will be taken on this subject. The foregoing facts, 

T fear, can be of little use to your association, in pursuing its investi- 

gations. Yet as the early history of the institution, they may become 

valuable in the future, when the documents from which they are 

gleaned may not be accessible to the enquirer: I deemed it advisable 

to embody them in one article, and send them to your association for 
preservation. 

Another subject, mentioned in your “ Call for a Convention” as a 
topic for discussion, is the “ organization of county prisons.” Towa 

presents a wide field of operations under this head, where the “ Iowa 
Society,” aided by their friends,abroad, may achieve much good. The  
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county jails that now exist are such as are common to all new coun- 

ties. Generally, they are square log buildings, with from two to four 

half windows, placed from eight to ten feet above the floor ; damp 

in summer, cold in winter, and dreary at all seasons. The windows 
are so elevated that, if open, the air that passes in never reaches the 

floor ; and during the warm months are unfit for the confinement of 

swine, much less the occupancy of human beings. The jail of this 

county, however, is of brick; and although one part of it was occu- 

pied as the jailer’s residence, the other is but little, if any, better 

. than the log ones. Certain I am, no individual could survive a year’s 

confinement in sucha place. Iam gratified to state, however, that 

most of the jails are tenantless, and, with the exception of those in 

the river counties, generally are so. There has been no person con- 

fined in the jail of this county (except a petty scamp, a few weeks 
‘last winter, who, I believe, was allowed to run away, in order to get 

. rid of him) for the last three years. These temporary prisons, “i 

few years, however, will have to give way to more substantia 
edifices, better becoming the character and wealth of the community, 
which ought to be constructed on the most approved plan, hav me in 

view not merely economy, but convenience, comfort, and health. 

This is the field of Jaber in which the “ Towa Society should, and 
trust will, take the lead, and act a conspicuous part. But, whilst e 

members individually think and feel upon the subject, and pan 
opinions of their own, they are so far beyond the reach of Practica 
observation, and their notions are in so crude a state, that : ey we 

entirely dependent on the light and information afforded them y 

those who are veterans in the cause. The members are so scattere 

throughout the State, and meet so seldom as a society, that there ss 

but little concentration in their efforts, and their influence is not fe 

as it should be. At the next annual meeting, this important suviect 

will be brought to the attention of the society. As, hnfortunatelys 

we are not able to issue publications of our own, all that we can c 

for the present is to endeavor, through the public press, Jo infuse nt 
the public mind correct sentiments on this subject, and supply ou 

selves with plans and models of such buildings,-with which to supp y 
the counties that are about to erect new prisons. By having com 

mittees in each county who would attend to this duty, and be weil 

to superintend to some degree the construction of the worl . 

erection of suitable and permanent prisons might be secured. 1 
to such associations as yours, sir, that we look for aid in this matter 

Your opportunities of investigation are so great, and you are so eé 

ot 
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clusively devoted to the subject, that we place entire reliance in your judgment, and receive your suggestions as commands, Encouraged and directed by your association, we shall feel impelled to take a decided stand, with the confidence that we have gone to work in the right way. Any thing that the New-York Association is wiliing to contribute towards this work, whether in the shape of models or reports, will be thankfully received, and may serve to give direction 
and shape to our labors, 

The foregoing, with the documents alluded to, embraces all the information I can give you at this time on the subjects suggested in your “Call for a Convention,” which is before me. T regret very much that this society cannot be represented in the proposed conven- tion, and that you will have to accept this communication as our representative. I shall take pleasure, hereafter, in forwarding to your association all official documents pertaining to prisons and prison discipline in this State, and in advising you of our progress ; and trust that you will advise us of the result of the deliberations of the proposed meeting, 

Tam, sir, respectfully yours, - 
W. PENN CLARK, ~** 

Sec. Iowa Anti-Capital Pun. and Pris. Dis. Society. 
The following communication from Mr. S. J. May, on the treat- ment of criminals, is indicative of the feelings of the man. 

Syracuse, Oct. Ist, 1847. Dr. Joun D Russ. 
Dear Sir,—Until within a few days I have expected that I shall be able to attend the meeting next Monday of “ those interested in prison discipline,” to which you were so kind as to invite me by your circu- lar letter of April last. But my duties here require that I should deny myself that pleasure. In pursuance, therefore, of your closing request, Tsit down to give you in writing some of my thoughts on this deeply interesting subject. They relate to the topics proposed by you for consideration, that are numbered 3, 9, 10, 11. 

Whenever I approach the question, How ought we to treat the crimi- mal? this admonition of St. Paul presses upon my heart: “If a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore such a one in the 
Spirit of meeleness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” The prime object for which we should subject an offending fellow-  
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being (in prison or out) to discipline should be his restoration to moral 

health. If we proceed against him merely to punish him, our conduct 

will partake of the spirit of vengeance, and so be itself an offence 

against the law of Christ and the rights of humanity. Because he 

has been overtaken, detected in a fault, we are not to approach him 

as if he were, of course, a more depraved man than otliers (ourselves 

perhaps), whose faults have not come to light, or may be of a kind of — 

which the law takes no cognizance, although they may be equally, or 

even more offensive, in the sight of God. In most instances, we, as 

members of society, owe to our criminal brethren all the assistance we 

can give them to reform, because they have been misled by the false 

education, corrupted by the vicious examples society has given them, 

if not forced into crime by the pressure of the unrighteous institutions 

which society upholds. Reformation, therefore, is the right of the 

criminal, and the first duty of those who take charge of him as an 

offender. 

Now if reformation be the prime object of those who administer, 

and those who execute the laws, then, certainly, the treatment of 

criminals ought to be such, from the beginning, as shall tend to reform 

them. 

The accused, whatever be the crime alleged (the highest or the 

lowest that is amenable to law), ought to be so regarded and treated 

that it will not be for his advantage to escape detection, if he be 

guilty ; so that the only wish of his best friends will be, not to clear 

him from the accusation, whether it be true or false, but to ascertain 

whether he really be guilty or innocent of the crime charged upon 
him. O if criminals were treated as they ought to be, an acquittal to 

a guilty man would be a far greater misfortune than conviction and 

But is it so now? Go into our 

courts of justice, as they are called, and see with what eagerness the 

accused and his friends, aided by the ablest advocates they can com- 
mand, strive after an acquittal; as if that were the highest good, 

greater than reformation ; aye, and to obtain it, see how they will re- 

sort often to means at which common honesty would blush. But } 

may not now dwell upon this part of the treatment to which those ac- 

cused of crime are subjected, though it be prior to, and no less import- 

ant than, prison discipline, 

prison discipline. Is it so now ? 
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There are undoubtedly crimes, the commission of which destroys 

the peace, and subverts, the foundations of society. When a man 
shows a determination to commit such crimes, he may, he ought to be, 

restrained for the protection of others, and for his own good. We 

might here very properly inquire whether civil governments do not 

regard with too great severity some minor faults of men, and refuse to 

take cognizance of others that are much greater; whether the love of 

money (that root of all evil) has not had too much to do with the 

frame-work of society; whether the protection of property is not more 

cared for by our legislators than the protection of humanity. But we 

must confine ourselves to the specific of the Prison Discipline Society. 

Undoubtedly, for the commission of certain crimes, and much more 

for the obvious determination to commit them, a man may be very 

properly subjected to constraint, to confinement, to prison. But this 

should be done for his own good, as well as for the protection of 

others. He should therefore be subjected to such discipline, sueh 
treatment only as shall be intended and adapted to remove the evil 

disposition from his heart ; to reform him, and restore him to a free : 
intercourse with his fellow-beings. You ask for how long a time he 

should be sentenced to such confinement ? Obviously, it seems to 

me, until the evil disposition is removed from his heart; until his dis- 

qualification to go at large no longer exists; that is, until he is a re- 

formed man. How long this may be,no human sagacity certainly can 

I have therefore for many years been of the opinion 

that no diseretion should be conferred on our judges in regard to the 
length of a convict’s confinement; that no term of time should be 

affixed to any sentence of the court. The offender should be adjudged 

to undergo the duress and the discipline of the prison-house, not for 

weeks, months, or years, but until that end for which alone he should 

be put there is accomplished ; that is, until reformation has evidently 

been effected. All attempts by our legislators and ministers of crim- 

inal jurisprudence to decide upon the degree of criminality in different 

offenders must be abortive, because only Omniscience is competent to 

do this. Even if human wisdom can ascertain the different quantities 

of evil flowing through society from the commission of different crimes, 

surely no legislators or judges can be wise enough to determine the 

comparative wickedness of those who have committed these crimes. 

The man who has been convicted only of a petty larceny may be 

found, when subjected to prison discipline, a much more incorrigible 

predetermine. 
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offender than another who committed highway robbery, burglary or 
arson. And surely it would be doing great harm, both to society and 

” to the criminals themselves, to let the worse man loose (all unre- 

formed though he be) merely because the term of his sentence has ex~ 

pired, and to keep another, in obedience to the court, confined asa 

wicked man long after truth and justice demanded that he should be 
treated as one who has reformed. 

I rejoice, sir, that your society proposes to consider this matter ; 

and I hope, if I am right, that you will come to see with me, that one 

‘of the greatest improvements in the administration of our penal code 

} would be to withhold from judges all discretion as to the me, for 

*; which convicts shal] be confined ; and let all sentences of our courts 

be in force, until reformation has evidently taken place. This pro- 

cedure would, at first and ever after, hold up to the criminal, reform- 

ation as the great concern of coming years; and to those who have 

the care and discipline of criminals, their reformation would be pre- 
sented as the best result to Ve effected by all they should do with 

them and for them. The pardoning power should never be exercised 
by any to whom it may be entrusted, but in favor of such as give 
evidence of repentance. To pardon those who are no better wa 

they were when condemned to punishment, is to pervert the true en 

of penal laws; and to make what is called the administration of 

justice a farce. 

Here we may be told, that the alteration I propose, would hold 
out inducements to the criminals to deceive, and expose keepers and 

managers of prisons to perpetual mistakes in their judgments of the 

characters of convicts. 

But it appears to me, the first of these objections would not lie 

against the system I propose, in any cases more heavily than it oes 

against that, which now obtains; and in some cases, the alteration 
urge, would produce a salutary effect upon those, who now seem to 

think they have nothing to do but to serve out their alloted time in 
sullen submission. Under the present arrangement, those who are 

sentenced to confinement for a long term of years, have but one hope 
of abridging that term—the hope of convincing the directors of the 

discipline, to which they are subjected, that it has wrought its cect 
‘that they are reformed men—that confinement is no longer needfu 

for their good or the safety of the community—that if allowed to go, 
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they would sin no more. This is the hope which now incites a por- 
tion of the convicts to set about the amendment of their characters, 
or tempts them to put on false appearances of contrition ; and this 
hope could no more harm, if the term of their confinement were not 
specified. 

But there is another class of prisoners, who, if the change I propose 
should be made, would be brought to feel as they do not now, the 
necessity of reformation. I mean those who are sentenced for one, 
two or three years—i. e., for so short terms that it is not generally thought “ worth while to interfere with the course of justice.” It is 
allowed by all who are conversant with prison discipline, that it is 
this class of convicts, who seem to be least affected by what they 
suffer. They have no hope of awakening special sympathy in their behalf. They know that no improvement of character will shorten 
the term of their imprisonment, and so that improvement is not an object of immediate interest to them. But if the convict who should 
be sentenced for larceny, should know, on entering the prison gates, 
that there would be no egress for him, any sooner than for the robber, the burglar, or the manslayer, until his reformation should be effected, 
he would have his thoughts from that moment called to reformation, 
as the one thing needful in order to his redemption from his present confinement, as well as from the future consequences of sin. It is 
not possible to believe, that this would be without effect in many cases. 

And as to the objection that keepers and overseers would be liable 
to frequent mistakes in their judgments, I do not think i: would be persisted in by persons, who have had much to do with the discipline 
of criminals, and are well qualified for the high office. The evidences of genuine reformation are too simple, and too obvious to be easily mistaken. Occurrences too are happening frequently in a penitenti- ary, that put to a severe test the apparent repentance of the convicts. 
Tf, however, now and then, one should deceive the most clear sighted 
guardians, he would be released as a reformed man ; the great doctrine “that reformation is the one thing needful for the sinner, and the 
only thing demanded by offended justice,” would be honored; and 
the deceiver, un!-ss he kept up his deception, (in which case he 
would not be known asa deceiver,) would ere long be returned to 
pay the penalty of hypocrisy, as well as some new crime. 

[ Assembly, No. 243. ] 9  
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Dear Sir—There was one other topic at least, one scarcely less 

‘important than the one I have considered, upon which I wished to 

write you, but I have unexpectedly extended my remarks to so great 

length that I cannot now write more. 

I hope you will think proper to lay what I have written before 

your society, that I may know how the suggestions are received. 

Very respectfully, 
Yours, 

SAMUEL J. MAY. 
On the classification of crimes I may hereafter address to you a few 

of my thoughts. 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

The only interesting particular connected with the foreign corres- 
pondence of the Association during the past year, has been the receipt 

of a letter from Dr. Julius, accompanied by a full account of the 

transactions of the Penitentiary Congress which assembled at Brus- 

sels in the autumn of 1847. As these are printed in the French lan- 

guage and inaccessible to most persons, we have thought that we 

could not present a more valuable offering to the Legislature and our 

country than by translating and preparing the following abstract. 

The second Penitentiary Congress met at Brussels on the 20th of caitenuary ~overess oa BSE" , 
September, 1847. It was composed of two hundred and sixty-five 

delegates, one hundred and ninety of whom were present, and assisted 

in its deliberations. Fifteen States were thus represented by some of 

the most distinguished statesmen, philanthropists, and civilians which 

it is the fortune of Europe to possess. Among those most exten- 

sively known for their connection with or interest in prisons, we 
we would name Messrs. Beaumont and Christophe of France, Drs. 

Julius and Verentrapp of Germany, Col. Jebb, inspector of prisons 

in England, and Professor David, director of prisons in Denmark. 

Mr. Van Haenen, chief judge, (a Ja cour de cassation,) and member 
of the Royal Society of Belgium, was appointed president ; and 
Messrs. Jebb of England, Welcker of Germany, De Beaumont of 

France, and Den Tex of Holland, vice presidents. 

The congress being ihus organized, the president stated that the 

first business in order would be verbal reports, from the respective 

te ga 
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members, on the state of penitentiary reform and penal institutions 

in their respective countries. A rapid review of the facts thus 

elicited will, it is believed, be not only interesting but instructive. 

Dr. Julius, of Berlin, stated that before the meeting of the con- 

gress at Frankfort, government had decreed the construction of five 7 

prisons (cellulaire). Since September last, one had been commenced “9 
at Breslau, (Silesia,) capable of accommodating four hundred. A  *, 
prison has also been constructed at Brieg, which is to serve asa % 

model prison, or house of detention for those accused, and those } 
condemned for short terms; another at Cologne. For the Grand 

Duchy of Baden, a prison (cellulaire) has been constructed, capable 

of accommodating four hundred prisoners. He then referred to two 

other German States, which have directed their attention to this 

sabject, and sent commissioners to examine cellulaire prisons; I refer 
to the Grand Duchy of Hesse and the Electorate of Hesse. Col? 

Jebb stated that in England the number of separate prisons had con- 

siderably augmented during the year just passed, within which period ’ 

forty had been constructed, capable of containing 5,500 prisoners. Ce 

Twelve are in progress of construction, capable of containing 4.250 7, 

cells. Other prisons are projected; and within three or four years Ve 

we shall have accommodations for the separate confinement of from = ¥ 

ten to twelve thousand prisoners, numbering houses of detention and £ 

prisons. The opinion in our country is general at present, even r 

among those who were formerly opposed to the system, that it is, in 

principle, the one which should be finally adopted. Government is 

disposed to abolish the system of transportation, as it exists at present. 

It will probably be replaced by separate confinement for a certain 

period, then by their reunion in certain places, and finally by forced 

emigration and mitigated transportation. We are at present con- 

structing a prison at Portland, for the purpose of testing the principle 

of association after a period of separate confinement. - 

™“
 

M. Moreau Christophe, said that since the last congress at Frank- ar 

fort, France had made great progress. ‘The government had pre- . 
sented to the Chamber of Peers the plan (projet) of a new law, 

adopting, almost entirely, the resolutions that we adopted at our first 

meeting at Frankfort. Thus the system of separate confinement for 

all classes of prisoners—for the detained, the accused, and the con- 
demned ; for every period of detention, from a day to imprisonment 
for life ; for women as well as for men; and for children as well as : 
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“+ adults-—is admitted as a fundamental principle in this proposed law. 
The only exception it has introduced in regard to children is, that in 
certain cases another system may be adopted. This is to accommo- 

date it to a certain class of our young prisoners, such, for instance, as 

those inhabiting rural districts, where it may be desirable to substitute, 

for separate confinement, apprenticeship to a farmer. A Special 

article is devoted to this system. All the rules and regulations for 

separate confinement, which were so distinctly defined at Frankfort, 

have been adopted. If this law, which has been received with much 
favor by the Chamber of Peers, is adopted, those condemned to hard 

Jabor, whether for short periods or for life, will undergo separate 
confinement. As it regards the salary, or product of their labor, this 

plan makes a difference. Those condemned io hard labor will only 

receive three-tenths ; those condemed a la reclusion will receive four- 

tenths ; and those condemned to imprisonment, simply, will receive 
five-tenths. There is also a difference in the rules of discipline of 

these classes, which are more or less severe accordingly as they apply 

to the different conditions of the convicts. ‘There have been some 

new prisons erected within the year; and France has now about 

twenty-five prisons on the separate plan, most of them erected by the 
departments. But since the proposed law was introduced into the 

Chambers, the departments manifest Jess zeal in establishing prisons 
on their own account, as hereafter it is proposed that the government 

should defray the expense of the construction of the prisons (cellu- 

laire) of the departments. This new system appears rational, be- 

-. cause imprisonment, whatever its duration, is a public penalty, and 
ought to be undergone at the expense of the public. If, therefore, 

during the past year, there have been fewer prisons constructed on 

the separate plan than in former years, it is not that the departments 
possess less confidence in the system than heretofore, but because 

they very naturally hesitate to do for themselves what the govern- 

ment seem disposed to do for them. 

[ Belgium—M. Ducepetaux, (Inspector-General of Prisons, &c.) 

The great progress that Belgium has realized in prison discipline du- 

ring the year, is that which is connected with the honor she received 

; from this meeting of the penitentiary congress in her capital. 

Netherlands—M. Suringar, (President of the society for ameliore- 
ing the comdition of Prisoners;) Holland, has adopted entirely the 

‘penitentiary system, such as it was established at Frankfort, She 

4d 
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has made no exception; she has applied the separate system to all 
her prisoners ; she has not even excluded females. But we have not 
stopped in Holland with the adoption of the separation. This new penitentiary system is founded on a new penal code. A separate 
prison, capable of containing 212 cells, is now in progress at Amster. 
dam, and will be completed in a year. Thus the field has been glo- 
riously won in Holland. I rejoice at it; it isa gain for humanity. 

Luremburgh—Mr. Janon, (Sec. Gen. of Grand Duchy.) IT can; 
not report'things done in my country; E can only tell you what ap- : 
pears to be the intention of government. They have decided that: 
the separate system shall be introduced in all its details. Already al 
large sum for so small a country has been set apart for this purpose, 
and in 1848 the necessary buildings will be commenced. 

M. G. de Beaumont—I would add to what my honorable friend 
M. Christophe has said in relation to France, that which is of more 
importance than the opinion of the government, great asit is. Public 
opinion now favors the separate system ; the objections which were 
so strongly urged have ceased to produce much effect, There exists 
at present a general conviction that the separate systcra is the best. 
Without doubt there are some that are yet incredulous. The fear 
that insanity will result from protracted periods of confinement trou- bles many sincere and conscientious men, and the magistrates and 
lawyers fear that it will tend to an unfortunate uniformity of punish- 
ment which will extinguish the difference in degrees of punishment, 
and thus weaken the repressing influence which it possesses. 

Denmark—M. David, (Prof. of the University and Director of Pri- 
sons at Copenhagen.) Last year at Frankfort I stated that our sys- 
tem was not yet established, so far as related to houses of force and 
correction, but that we had decided that all houses of detention or 
prisons for the accused and the condemned to short periods of impri- 
Sonment, ought to be constructed on the separate plan, but that I be- 
lieved there had been but Jittle progress made on account of our 
houses of detention being institutions belonging to the communes, 
but to my surprise almost every commune has voted the necessary 
funds to construct separate prisons, (cellulaire) I am convinced that 

~ in three or four years there will not be a house of detention in Den- 
* mark that will not be on the separate system, for the larger prisons,  
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(maison de force et correction,) we have not yet entirely decided 

what plan to pursue. As yet the government propose for those con- 

demned for life and long periods, that there shall be separation at 

night and labor in common during the day. For houses of correc- 

tion, the government have adopted the cellular system. At present 

we are constructing a maison de force for 400 prisoners, and a house 

of correction for separate confinement for 320 prisoners. 

Sweden—Mr. Netzel, (referendaire general a la cour de cassation.) 

'The prisons in Sweden are divided into four kinds: 1st. Those des- 

tined for perpetual imprisonment. 2nd. Those destined for limited 
“periods of imprisonment. 3d. Provincial prisons, and 4th “District 

: prisons’? (prisons de arrondisments.) For prisons of the first classes 

we have preserved the system of imprisonment in common, but under 

constant inspection both day and night with strict silence. We have 

ten new provincial prisons, of which five constructed within two 

years already contain the accused, the indicted, and those condemned 

to bread and water. These prisons contain 426 cells. The other 
five are in process of construction, three almost finished contain 246 

cells, two that have been commenced this year will be soon finished, 

they will contain 169 cells. 

There is besides a prison for the city of Stockholm containing 192 

zells. When these prisons shall be all finished we shall have in Sweden 

1033 cells. We need 2000 to satisfy the wants of the Provinces. 

and these will probably be completed in about six years. The pris- 

ons of arrondisments will contain about 1500 cells, and can be finished 

about the same time as the provincial prisons; as soon as they are 
completed and the reform in the penal code becomes a law, we shall 

commence to apply the cellular system to persons condemned for 
short periods. The prison (d’arrondoissement) will be used for indi- 

yiduals condemned for two months and under, the provincial prisons 
for persons condemned for a term of from two months to two years. 

Longer sentences will be undergone in other prisons for which no re- 

, form has yet been proposed. As soon as the separate system shall 

! have been sufficiently tested we hope to construct our prisons on the 

‘ separate plan. 

+ Russia—M. de Zebe (consieller de cour de Pempereur de Russie.) 

Up to the present moment, gentlemen, our prisons have not the penal 

haracter with prisons in other countries, they are rather places of 

detention where the accused and the indicted (les prevenues) are kept 
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until trial. Hereafter in accordance with the penal code of 1845 j prisonment will as in other countries become a mode of unishm mnt, The emperor has felt the inconvenience of the present s stem which is false in principle and injurious in its consequences w h one pletely revised and transformed our penal code comme ‘ne with the knout which has been abolished for two years. New orison vn 
be soon established, and imprisonment substituted for exile in Sib mi ; The emperor on his return from England appointed a s ecial om. mittee for the reform of prisons and ordered the construct ‘ofa model prison on the plan of that at Pentonville. A prison ‘ate be ing 590 ee o the S<parate i ystem capable of contain- 

» But as we have sti 
of separate confinement for protracted period ot puriehn te hoe believed it a duty to try the effect, Ist, of separate confineme nt “th, out work; 2d, with work; 3d, separate confinement and w nin common and silence; 4th, separate confinement and work in com in with a privilege to talk. This system is applicable alike to men and wom i tod yen from the age of 20 to 50 years, and the women from 

Ttaly—M. Je Chevalier Peruzzi, of Florence. Man distinguish men in Italy who have been foremost in prison reform have been + “4 vented from attending your deliberations and beg me to express their 
rerets. Unfortunately it thus happens that Italy is alone represented yme. Up to this moment only a part of Italy has engaged in pri 
reform, thus in Naples, Modena and Lombardy, the prisons on “de. 
testable. The central prison at Mantua, where they have atte voted 
some reforms, is so badly ventilated that the prisoners soon fall 
victims to its vitiated air. In Piedmont two prisons for 500 pris ' 
have been constructed on the Auburn plan; anda prison for childves 
(des jeunes gens). In the kingdom of the Pope no advance has been 

made, The Pope, however, is greatly interested in the subject vad 
is about appointing a commission to take this matter in hand a 
Tuscany the question has made great progress since a distinguish a 
lawyer, Charles Peri, who has visited all the prisons in Europe “ha 

put in practice the knowledge he thus acquired. He has been asi . 
ed in his labors by the director of the police, who is also favorable to 
teform. The commission appointed to revise the penal code are 
equally anxious for penitentiary reform; if then our conntr i ‘ 
already sprinkled with prisons on the separate system, we have at  
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least prepared the ground, so that it may be speedily introduced. As 

in Tuscany we have four kinds of penalties, so we have four kinds 

of prisons, one a house of correction, a house of detention, a prison 

(maison de force) anda bagne. The house of detention is interme- 

diate between the house of correction and the maison de force or 
prison, which will be dispensed with under the new code. The 

house of correction of Florence is divided into two great sections— 

the penal and correctional. The penal prisons correspond to the 

correctional prisons in France inasmuch as they are occupied by those 
that are sentenced for from two months to one year; the correctional 

prisons are an anomaly in our legislation which I have no doubt will 

soon be abolished. The director general of the police now has the 
power of condemning any person to three years imprisonment in the 

house of correction, without accounting to any one. The condemned, 

however, has the right to appeal to the minister of justice. Our 

house of correction in Florence is divided into two departmens, one 

of which is devoted to those who are under, and the other to those 
who are over eighteen. In the penal section there are rarely any 

confined under eighteen, because children under this age who have 

committed crime are placed by the police in the correctional depart- 

ment, thus avoiding a judgment which perhaps is the only good 
feature in the establishment. The prisoners in the other penitentiary 

establishments are divided into two other grand sections—the section 
for those imprisoned for the first time and the section for those whe 

have been recommitted. The section for the recommitted is on the 
separate plan (emprisonment cellulaire continuel). The section of 

the first comers is on the Auburn plan, although this is not rigidly 

adhered to for this class, as our prison is so constructed as to adopt 

either the one or the other at will. We have only one prison for 

women, which is under the direction of the sisters of charity, and is 

divided into four parts, to correspond with the four prisons for the 

males. ‘The union of these prisons under one roof is indispensable 

in a country where there are but six women that are criminals. 

In all penitentiaries there are relapsed convicts subjected to con- 

tinual solitary confinement ; and others who are not. They are di- 
vided into nine classes according to the produce of their labor, each 
of these being distinguished by the amount of its daily gain. The 
ninth class earns nothing. The first makes three or four French 

sous, which the prisoners can, on certain days of the week, apply to 
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the purchase of a limited quantity of wine or cheese. The rest is 
added to the amount given the criminal at the time of his discharge. 

Houses for the detention of the accused are scattered throughout 
Tuscany, consisting generally of old palaces in which it has not been 
possible to make the needful alterations, All detained persons are 
subjected to solitary confinement ; but as to convicts who haye to 
serve out a term of less than two months, they have maintained the 
associate system, except that they have been divided into classes 
according to their age, sex, and progress in crime. 

In the establishments where solitary imprisonment exists, and even 
in houses for the accused, there is a committee of inspection, com- 
posed partly of priests and partly of laymen, whose duty is to visit 
the prison, distribute the supplies of the charitable, and report to 
government their condition. 

M. Ramon de la Sagra.—} have to state a fact important in a hu- 
mane point of view ; itis the retrogradation of Spain in the noble 
cause of prison improvement. There are many among you who re- 

member the first attempts made in Spain, in 1839 and 1840, for the 
Mnprovement of the penitentiary system, and for the reformation of the 
penal code. This commenced by establishing a prison for juvenile 
delinquents, aud devising the plan of a penitentiary. The Society 
has since been dissolved. The sad political events which have taken 
place in Spain—the more deplorable, since they in no wise contributed 
to the moral or physical improvement of the nation—have scattered 
the members of this society. Some have sought a voluntary exile ; 
others, dissatisfied with their position, have abandoned it to enter upon 
a political career. What is still more grievous in the situation of 
Spain, is the decline of that moral movement which the Honorable M. 
de Beaumont has stated as being so active and efficacious in France, 

Mi. George Sumner, of Boston, said that those who would read the 
report submitted by him to the Congress would see that, if the sep- 

arate system had not made great progress during the past year in the 
United States, its antagonist system, that of Auburn, was greatly on 
the decline,and that several prisons constructed on that principle had 
Sreatly modified it. The discipline has been completely changed, and 
they have abandoned the plan of absolute silence, an instance of which 
may be seen in a new penitentiary, erected about two years since, in  
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the State of New-York. At Wethersfield is a prison in which free 

intercourse is not permitted between the prisoners, though perfect 

silence is not insisted upon. In the prison at Charlestown, near Bos- 
ton, conversation is permitted, and the prisoners have even organized 

a. debating society—sort of moral and political academy of the sciences. 

There have been erected, in Pennsylvania, houses of detention with 

cells,and they are actively engaged in constructing others ou the same 

principle, 

Among his documents he had the 18th report of the Prison Inspect- 

ors of the Pennsylvania Penitentiary, and it fully confirmed the state- 

ments relative to the moral and physical effects of the separate system, 

they being of the most satisfactory character. 

These reports, he said, deserve most implicit confidence, as they are 

drawn up by disinterested parties, who are not predisposed in favor of 
any system, and who are appointed by the Legislature inspectors of 
prisons, and who render an exact report of their condition. These 

reports show, also, that the number of relapsed convicts has consider- 
ably decreased for several years past. 

Thus in 1842 there were 11 relapsed convicts of 142 condemned. 

1843 “ 10 156 

1844 “ 10 138 

1845 “ 9 143 

1846 “ 4 117 

The report of the inspectors of the cellular prison of New Jersey 

is as satisfactory as that of Philadelphia. The good health and ex- 

cellent moral discipline of the establishment are evident from the 
smali number of cases of sickness and punishment. In 1846, there 

was but one death among 244 prisoners, and the receipts of their la- 

bor exceeded the expenses by more than $450, He said, [ would 

next draw the attention of the Congress to the report of the Prison 
Association of New York. This document is certainly the most 
important, in regard to prison discipline, which has been published 

_in the United States, since the remarkable report which was the 

means of introducing the penal code of Mr. Livingston. 

The Prison Association of New York is composed exclusively of 

conscientious and talented men, who, from their local position, must 

if Pw yy 
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he disposed to pronounce in favor of the Auburn system. Several of ... 
them have been members of the committee formed to re- organize the 
system of prison discipline in that city, since which, they have been 
appointed inspectors of that prison and are thus enabled to speak 
from knowledge and experience. They do not exactly say that the - ‘ 
Pennsylvanian system is superior to that of Auburn, but they handle ; 
the latter rather roughly. A committee of inspectors appointed by 
this Association, for the purpose of comparing the cases of mental 
alienation in prisons on the Auburnian system, with those of all other ~> 
prisons, express themselves as follows — 

“ While making the inspection at Auburn, we were struck with the 
large number of cases of mental alienation which seemed to have en- 
tirely escaped the notice of the physician. A few only whose symp- 
toms were more decided, were under treatment. The experience of 
the past year, as of all preceding years, and the facts noticed in all 
our prisons, tend to confirm us in the opinion already expressed, that 
cases of mental alienation are much more frequent in prisons on the 
system of Auburn, than one would Suppose from reading their reports. 
Another case we have noticed of a maniac beaten so brutally that 
his death, which took place a few days after, may probably be at- 
tributed to this cruel treatment.” And further—“ Every attempt to 
isolate the prisoners from one another, by requiring perfect silence, ; 
is opposed to one of the strongest principles of our nature, and is in 
fact, impracticable. Experience has shown that the impossibility of 
being in subjection, and keeping perfect silence while in the society 
of our fellow-men, is such that the certain effect of requiring if, is to 
encourage hypocrisy and fraud, the very vices for which imprison- , 
ment is meant to be both preventive and cure ; so that the period of - 
confinement, so far from having the desired effect of pro:tucing obe- 
dience to the laws, gives an opportunity for the formation of schemes 
and devices for evading and violating them.” 

While passing lately through England, he noticed the remarkable 
progress that had been made during several years in the construction 
of county jails. The same difficulties had arisen there as in the Uni- 
ted States, and he had learned from the president of the board of 
Magistrates of the county of Surry, that prejudice had at last yielded 
to the power of facts, and prisons on the separate sysicm were about 

f 
wt

 
’~

 ee Su
pa
 
wa
ts
 

 



140 [ Assemsiy 

to be erccted at the expense of the county. He thought that the 

construction of one or more prisons on the separate system was not as 

important a fact as the change which has taken place in the United 

‘States in many enlightened minds. Public opinion has been shaken; 

the idea of the infallibility of the system of Auburn has been done 

away with, and the separate system is gaining ground every day. 

M. Le Baron de Hody, of Belgium, reported that houses of deten- 

tion were wanted in all parts of the country, two new central houses 

of correction, a new building for those condemned to hard labor, and 

a new prison for solitary confinement. Each of the houses of correc- 

tion would require at least an outlay of 1,500,000 francs. As to 

new prisons, we have laid the foundations of one at Liege, which will 

contain 360 cells. The prison of Dinant, built on a cellular plan, 

will contain 48 cells. At Brussels, the foundations of a prison for 

females are being laid. In this building, owing to the nature of the 

ground, certain common apartments have been admitted, but commu- 

nication between the prisoners will be prevented by partitions of 

iron. The government of Gand have just made a purchase of land for 

the erection of a prison of 500 cells, The want of funds has hitherto 
prevented this. I am convinced that the cellular system presents 

greater guarantees of safety to society in this important particular, 

that there is less Hability to escape. If men, while in prison, are 

better fed than when out, it is because, when at home, they indulge 
in vices which exhaust the means of subsistence. 

The President then submitted the question first in order in the pro- 
gramme, whether it was proper to extend the application of the sep- 

arate system, wholly or with certain modifications or restrictions, to 
young delinquents ? 

The situation of the young in prison is one which always excites 

interest and sadness, but never horror, and with rare exceptions, they 
awaken pity and demand prote-tion. It is either abandonment, the 

bad example set by wicked parents, the ignorance of early years, 

poverty or hunger, which lead children to those offences with which 

they are most often accused, falsehood, vagrancy, or sometimes theft. 

As for myself personally, the subject interests me in every point of 
view, and the more deeply, since the number of young delinquents 

in France increases yearly, while the charity which alone can dimin- 

ish it, makes no progress, if it has not entirely ceased. The adoption 

fa 
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ofa code of laws, apparently mild, and the subject of the ameliora- 
tion of prisons, here induced the magistrates to acquit nearly all chil- 
dren as having acted without discretion. The result of this has been, 
that the number of young delinquents has increased from 300, as in 
1846, to about 4000, as given in 1847. Several attempts at reform 
have been made in France during the last 20 years. 

At first children were bound as apprentices, at the request of chari- 
table persons. Afterwards, some philanthropists founded societies 
for the purpose of increasing the number of these apprenticeships : 
finally, houses of detention and refuge, and penitentiaries were built. 
By mismanagement, however, the objects of these institutions have 
been entirely defeated, insomuch that for petty delinquencies, chil- 
dren have been subjected to the isolation of the cell. I prefer my- 
self decidedly a work house, regulated like the one in Lyons, with 
the assistance of the chaplains, - I ask of the congress to declare 
positively, Ist. That it disapproves of the system of discipline ap- 
plied to juvenile delinquents: 2d. That it approves of and desires 
the organization of nurseries and farms for labor : 3d. That for each 
penitentiary for children, they will establish a committee to make 
apprenticeships. 

MM. de Baumhauer thought it necessary to make the distinction adopt- 
ed by the Penal code of France and other nations, by which children 
not having reached their tenth, or with some their fourteenth year, 
are considered as acting without discretion. 

M. Beaumont alluded to the nursery at Mettray. So efficacious is 
the system there adopted, that the children” who leave it are sought 
after by the farmers in the neighborhood, in preference to those who 
have never entered it. The French method of combining the prison 
and the nursery is this: If a juvenile taken from his cell and placed 
at the farms, behaves improperly, tries to escape, or exhibits an un- 
ruly temper, he is sent back to prison, which he ought not to have 
left, and where he remains a suitable length of time to become tract- 
able and subdued. 

M. Moreau Christophe thought that imprisonment should be the 
tule for adult delinquents, but the exception for juvenile. 

; M. Suringar thought that the general rule should be to place juven- 
ile delinquents in houses of correction and on farms, but that those of  
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them who are somewhat hardened in crime, shonld undergo two or 

three months confinement. It is an important subject, as the num- 

ber of these children is on the increase. There are in Holland two 

establishments, one at Rotterdam, for the boys, and another at Am- 

sterdam, for the girls. During the last four years, the number of boys 

has been doubled, and that of the girls has been quadrupled. He 

hoped that having returned to their homes, the Congress would en- 
deavor in the Ist place, to obtain the establishment of farms for la- 

bor for children. In the 2d, of houses of refuge, similar to those of 

London, and in the 3d, try to extend the system of apprenticeships, 

by obtaining situations for children in the families of farmers or me- 

chanics. He alluded to a work published by a German chief of po- 

lice, consisting of a genealogical table of families of mendicants, bri- 
gands, burglars, and pickpockets, and thought such a work useful, 

not to dishonor the families, but to save them. 

M. Chassinat, stated in reference to the diseases peculiar to young 

convicts when confined, that during the three years that promiscuous in- 

tercourse was permitted, there were two inflammatory for seven that 

were chronic. In close confinement there were two of the former 

for ten of the latter. When intercourse was permitted, two died of 
pulmonary phthisis for five who died of other diseases: in close con- 

finement two died of consumption for three and a fraction. Tn the 

house of refuge at la Roquette the mortality was in the proportion of 

126 to 1000, and in the nursery at Mettray it was only two per cent. 

During 1843-4 three farms and nurseries have been established at 

Clairvaux, Fontevrault, Loos and Gaillon. The children are there 

taught all the different occupations of the farmer and the profession- 

alagriculturist. They have the same dress, eat the same food and 

are under the same discipline as their fellow captives who are at work 

in the shops at the different trades taught there. In the four farms 

above mentioned, the number sent to the hospital was 45 per cent, of 
the whole number, while in the work-shops it was 75 per cent. As 

to the mortality, the results are still more striking; while in the work- 

shops there were 66 deaths out of 1000 children, on the farms there 

were but two out of the same number. ‘The farms at Mettray receive 

annually a large number of children from the house of refuge at la 
Roquette. 

M. Varrentrapp, stated, that in one penitentiary in the state of 

New-York, where the prisoners had intercourse during the day, upon 
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the cholera breaking out, 103 persons from this class died in two 
months; while there was not one death among those confined to their 
cells. In the prison of La Roquette in 18 9, solitary confinement 
was resorted to in part of the house, and a d ysentery appearing, there 
were 90 cases in one day among those unconfined, while among the 
others not a single case was noticed. 

M. Wichern, divides houses of refuge into 3 classes: Ist those for, 
children neglected and morally degraded either by the pernicious ex- 
amples of parents or guardians or by poverty. 2d. Those for juve- 
nile delinquents tried and convicted by some competent tribunal. 
3d. Those for children of naturally corrupt morals and depraved dispo- 
sitions, of whom examples are found in all classes of society. He is 
of opinion that it is better to have seperate houses for boys and girls. 

A letter from M. d’ Almeida, of Portugal,-stated, “The year 1833 
was a period of great reformation for his country. The influence of | 
philanthropy was forcibly felt. Finally in ?39,he had the honor of : 
calling the attention of the country and government to the vital ques- . 
tion of the improvement of prison discipline, and to propose the esta- 
blishment of a penitentiary to serve as a model and a trial of the sys- 
fem as a school for the keepers and officers destined to this service. 
After encountering considerable opposition, the idea was adopted, and 
the chambers are now occupied with a bill, the object of which is the 
total change of the penitential system, and which will undoubtedly 
become a law. Thus the principle of reform is started and the deli- 
berations of this Congress will greatly influence its future develope- 
ment, 

M. le Chevalier Peruzzi, of Florence, noticed the house of refuge of 
St. Louis, near Bordeaux. It consists of two departments, one for 
orphans, the other for juvenile delinquents. The treatment of those 
two classes differs in many respects. The orphans are better clothed 
and fed, and not as closely watched as the others. ‘The general effect 
of this difference of treatment has been found to be good. 

M. le Chevalier Bertini, alluded to the state of prison discipline in 
the kingdom of Sardinia. 
Was established a short distance south of Turin. The period of their 
confinement rarely exceeded two years. The delinquent is at first   In 38, a house of correction for females om
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placed in a separate cell for 30 or 40 days, in order to study her char- 

acter and disposition. They work and sleep together, their occupa- 

tions being*those peculiar to the sex. They are divided into three 

classes according to the length of their term and their conduct in the 

house. The dormitories, work-shops and grounds for exercise for the 

3 classes are separate. There are distinct rooms for females of the 

higher classes, placed there at the request of their families. The 
average number of delinquents is about 200. A penitentiary for 

juvenile delinquents under 18 years of age was opened in "45, for 

the most part on the separate system. They are confined during the 

night and work together in perfect silence. Most of the mechanical 

trades were taught there, and the prisoners are also occupied with 

agricultural pursuits. Three penitentiaries on the plan of the one at 

Auburn, New-York, and large enough to accommodate, each, 500 
convicts, have just been built; one at Alexandrie for Piedmont, one at 
Oneglia for the duchy of Genes and the county of Nice, and the third 

at Savoy for the duchy of that name. The former have been opened 

during the present year. 

M. Pabbe Laroqué,in reference to the position of the chapel, thought 

it should be a distinct and separate building. That is a great improve- 

ment—a great advantage. It is proper that a prisoner should suffer, 

in order to feel the consequences of crime. But to relieve this suffer- 

ing, there should be a separate place, where hope and consolation may 

be found—a sacred place, apart from the yards and corridors of the 

prison. The prisoners can be conducted to it with all the necessary 

precautions, and without communication between them. Thus an im- 
mense result will be obtained. There will be, on the one hand, 

place of punishment and expiation—on the other, a place of relief 

and consolation. 

The essential conditions to be observed in the construction of pris 

ons are the following ; 

1st. Location.—It is indispensable that the situation chosen for the 

erection of a prison shou!d be dry, exposed, abundantly supplied with] 

healthy water, and, as far as practicable, in an isolated position. The 

position should, however, be central, in order to facilitate the transport 

of provisions from the different points of the country. It is also neces 

sary that it should be in the country, but near a city capable of iw 
nishing material for forming a committee of inspection or a society ° 
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visitors. If it is merely a house of detention, it should be, if possible, 
placed near the court house, and in all cases separated from the neigh- 
boring buildings, to prevent injurious or dangerous communication. 

It is necessary that the extent of ground attached to the prison 
should be proportional to the size of the edifice and the yards for ex- 
ercise which should surround it. It should be sufficient to admit of 
an extension of the buildings, and to carry out the wings with cells, 
in the case of an increase in the number of convicts. The cells and 
yards should be in the position most favorable to receive the rays of 
the sun, and be sheltered from the rains and the north wind. 

2. The purpose for which the prison is intended will determine, in 
certain respects, its interior arrangement. If it isa prison for confine- 
ment, only prisoners of the same sex should be placed there, and in 
all cases the number of convicts should be a maximum of five or six 
hundred. 

In a house of correction, wings or different sections can be set apart 
for the different classes of convicts, and in all cases, for men and 
women, whose occupations and superintendence should be entirely 
distinct. Whatever be the design of the prison, it is better that the 
number of cells should be a little larger than the of the 
ordinary population, so as not to be taken by surprise by any sudden 
increase. 

3. The buildings should be arranged in such a manner as to facili- 
tate the different operations, and prevent confusion. To effect this, 
the prison, properly so called, should be separated from the buildings 
mtended for the keeper’s lodges. The communication from without 
should be kept up, without, however, disturbing the preservation of 
order. To this end, the commissioners and purveyors should never 
come in contact or hold intercourse with the prisoners. 'That part of 
the prison particularly appropriated to the prisoners should be arranged 
80 as to be able completely to separate the prisoners during the day, 
as well as the night; to procure for them the means of taking exer- 
cise in the open air; to enable them to occupy themselves properly ; 
to receive instruction, and to assist in divine service, and in religious 
exercises without infringing the rule of separation ; to facilitate super- 
intendence, the distribution of food, and the frequent communications 
between the keepers and the prisoners. 

[Assembly, No. 243.] 10  
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4. In the interior arrangement of the edifice, the disposition of the 

galleries, stairways, &c., and in the choice of materials for constrac- 

tion, there must be taken into consideration the necessity of superin- 

tendence and oversight, in order that no obstacle may obstruct them. 

5. In the disposition and interior arrangement of the cells, the fol- 

lowing conditions should be observed : 

{a.) The cells should be sufficiently large to enable the prisoners 

to take exercise and pursue their trades in them, and enjoy the room 

and air necessary for the preservation of their health. 

(b.) They should be lighted, ventilated and warmed in a suitable 

raanner, 

(c.) Their construction should be such as to prevent all communi- 

cation between the prisoners. 

{d.) They should be provided with cots, basins or fixed bowls with 

faucets, easy chairs, and all the moveable furniture necessary for 

comfort; they should, however, have the means of communicating 

with the keepers in case of accident, or whenever their presence may 

be necessary. 

(e.) They should, however, be subjected to a vigilant but silent 

superintendence. 

6. In prisons for confinement, a certain number of cells should be 

set apart for the infirmary ; for punishments 5 special professions ; 

new convicts, &c. The cells of the infirmary, devoted particularly 

to the sick, should be more roomy than the latter, and arranged in 

such a manner as to facilitate, both day and night, the services of the 

nurses. 

The cells for punishment should be stronger than the others, and 

so arranged as to he darkened at pleasure. The dimensions of the 

cells for the exercise of certain trades should correspond to the pur- 

pose for which they are intended. 

In fine, in prisons where the arrivals are frequent, it is necessary 

to set apart a certain number of cells, of smaller dimensions than 

others, where the new prisoners can be placed until they have been 
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visited by the physician. These cells in houses of detention can also 
be used for chance prisoners. 

7. Whatever be the system adopted for the ventilation and warm- 

ing of the cells, its result should be : 

(a.) To furnish a sufficient quantity of fresh or warm air for each 

cell, without exposing the inmate to the inconvenience of draught. 

(b.) To withdraw from each celi a quantity of vitiated air, propor- 

tional to the quantity of pure air introduced. 

(c.) To carry on the ventilation and warming without increasing 

the facilities of communication between the inmates of adjacent cells. 

and carefully preserving the transmission of sound. 

    

8. The yards or gardens should be arranged in such a mamner that 

the prisoners may enjoy the advantage of exercise, the open air and 

the sun, without intercourse between themselves. Their superin- 

tendence should be vigilant, but not require the services of too man 

keepers. 7 

9, The chapel should be arranged so that each prisoner can assist 

in the exercise of religion, seeing and hearing the officiating minister, 

and being seen by him. The chapel should in case of need serve asa 

school. 

   

  

10. A certain number of parlor celis should be set apart for those 

of the prisoners who are not permitted to receive the visits of their 

friends in their own cells. 

    

11. Whatever be the plan adopted, independent of local circum- 

stances, each prison should contain: a room for baths, with a num- 

ber of separate bathing rooms, proportional to the number of 

prisoners. 

A kitchen with its appurtenances.    
          
    

_A certain number of stoves for combustible material, the day and 

night dresses of the prisoners, the raw material and the manufactured 
article, according to the purpose of the prison. 

A meeting room for the committee of inspection.
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From these proceedings it appears that the separate system of pri- 

son government has within the past few years received an astonishing 

impetus throughout all parts of Europe ; that during 1847, fifty-two 

prisons for separate confinement were either completed or commenced REPORT OF TH 
in Englend. That twenty-five had been constructed in France, while E TREASU. ER, 1847. 

the government of the Netherlands had adopted the entire system for The Prison Assoctation of New- 
that country ; and other states were about to imitate her example. 

With such an accumulation of testimony before us in favor of the ; 

separate system, it behooves us to scrutinize with greater care the 1847, 

operations of our own system, and cautiously examine whether it is 

Vork in account current wi zt with Gork A. Worth, Treasurer. “ 

Dr. 
Dec. 31. To cash paid, appropriations to discharged convicts’ 

mittees : 
Agent of committee on discharged convicts, salar f one yeary....ee, 

weces $365 00 m Disbursements at the Office,...... 614 83 
Do to J. H. Keyser,.... teeeceee 120 00 Rent of office one year, to Ist Nov., 175 00 
Expenses to Albany,....... 6... 69 19 
Bills for stationery, fire insurance, 52 53 T. T. Bennet, clerk’s wages,... i 132 00 

——— $1529 55 
commit- 

not susceptible of, and does not require some modification and amend- com- 

ment. So far as relates to houses of detention simply, the opinion 

of this committee is unanimously in favor of separate confinement. 
Although some diversity of opinion exists concerning convictions for 

short terms, still the opinion preponderates towards the same system 

for this class, while even for our own State Prisons it is suggested 

that important advantages might flow from a union of the two even, 

if we go no further. Thus, it is proposed, that on entering the pri- 

son, every convict should undergo a longer or shorter period of sepa- 

rate confinement in all cases, to enable the officers of the prison to 

form some fair estimate of his character, disposition and tendencies Cash paid appropriation to detention 

preparatory to classification based on such knowledge. The commit- tee, by George E. Baker, agent , 
tee, however, do not feel prepared at this moment to recommend this Cash paid appropriation to Female seeeeces  I7G 62 

or any other modification of the present system of prison government, Home: one year’s rent, tolst Nov. $400 00 

but they hope in their next annual report to be able to present the re- Appropriations to pay debts, . 221 oO 
sult of their deliberations upon this subject, and to fortify their opin- mae 0 

ions by a plain statement of the arguments which have induced them. Cash paid appropriation for printing third 621 00 
report, Paper, &.)...........0...,, 910 

Cash Paid appropriations to committees for ° visiting prisons,..... toes eeeesencs 
Cash paid, appropriation to finance committee “7 18 

In Executive Committee, March 3d, 1849. It was ordered that . lary and travelling expenses to Chas, 

the foregoing report be adopted by this committee and signed by its BRT eet eee cece eee eee cece cans 
officers for the last year, and be immediately transmitted to the Leg: Dec. 31, To balance on hand to new account 784 31 

islature by the corresponding secretary. 

J. W. EDMONDS, 

Chairman Exec, Committee. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN D. RUSS, 
Cor. See. Prison Ass’n, New-York. 

PPP ee awncne 

Tuomas GaLLaupEr, 
Recording Secretary.  
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Dec. 22. By balance due association from old account,. .. 
«“ 81. By subscriptions and donations received during 

the year, .ccsecene ccc cccecesmensecees 

« 31. By amount received from finance committee,... 

$10 92 

4210 63 

8 25 

$4229 80 

$1 14 Dec. 31. By balance due Association from old account, . 

The above account of the treasurer, has been examined, compared 

with vouchers, and found correct. 
E. F. ARMSBY, 

ISRAEL RUSSELL, 

Auditing Committee. 
New-York, January 1, 1848. 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE, 1847. 

The Finance Committee present their third annual report to the 

Executive Committee of the Prison Association, by their treasurer’s 

account herewith annexed, showing : 

$10 92 

4210 63 

8 25 

The balance on hand at last anniversary,.........00e0. 

Amount of donations and receipts during year, 

Amount received from finance committee,........... a 

$4229 80 

veaee seeseeees 4228 66 

$1 14 

And the disbursements to be, 

Leaving a balance in the treasury of,...... ee aeeeee os 

A list of the several donors with the amounts contributed, also 

accompanies this report. 

To the reports of the different committees, the friends of the Asso- 

gation are respectfully referred for information, as to the progress 

taaking in the work of improvement and reform. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
E. F. ARMSBY, 

Chairman. 
New-York, January 1, 1848. 

Prison Association of New- 

Jan. 1. To cash paid sund: 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER, 1818. 
een, NY ere ate 

Treasurer. 

Dr. 

committee, viz : 

ene 

York in account with William Chauncey, 

Ty appropriations to discharged convict 

Isaac T. Hopper, salary in part,... $274 00 T. T. Bennet, clerk’s wages, 
Disbursements at the office, 
Rent of office, in part,...... 
J. Campbell, for Paper,....ee.., 
Burns & Baxov, for printing,...... 

Paid fire insurance,............., 
Exp. anniversary last March, for 

room, &c., 
Paid for advertising,......... eee 
Paid Bell & Gould, for stationery &c. 
Paid Tribune’s account, 
Paid Leonard & Co., 

Cash paid, disbursements for the 
Home, Mrs. Jobnson’s account, 
assistant matron, secene 

Cash paid to Ist Noy. last, rent of 
the Home,...........4 o000, 

Appropriation to pay debts,....... 

42 00 

$1236 51 
3°75 

16 00 

10 38 

14 07 

8 25 

10 27 
—_— 

103 56 

383 50 

50 00 
_ 

Paid expenses committees visiting prisons,... Cash paid, appropriation to finance committee for salary and travelling expenses of Chas 
Parker, en aeons Jan. 1. To Balance in treasury to new account 

emacs 

peeoe  
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Cr. - 
« 1848. . 

Jan. 1. By balance in treasury,...+sseereereerseerers 
$1 14 

1849. 

  

t Jan. 1. By amount of subscriptions and collections by C. 

    

H Parker and others, during the year 1848,...-- 2581 00 

: Per his monthly statement rendered : 

For Janwaryy.... cs erte cceeeeees $318 00 

February, .cos seer cecs coeees 375 00 

March,..-+..eee cree eecccees 270 00 

April and May,..-.+.seeee s 504 00 

June, sos enceeee sees eeeeeese 211 00 

July and August,...+.+++e+++ 252 00 

Sept., October and November,.. 290 00 

318 00 
: December,..csseceeceresecee 

: $2538 00 

- 
$2582 14 
  —=_ 

\ 1849. 

4 Jan. 1. By balance in treasury from old account,...+..+- $170 14 
=— 

  

The above account of the treasurer has been examined, compared 

i d t. 
a with vouchers, and found correc CYRUS CURTISS, 

ISRAEL RUSSELL, 

New-York, January 1, 1849. Auditing Committee. 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE, 1848. 

The Finance Committee, presen‘ their fourth annual report to the 

Executive Committee of the Prison Association, together with the 

treasurer’s account, showing : 

The balance on hand at last anniversary,...+++es++eers $1 14 

Amount of donations and collections during the year, by 00 

Rev. C. Parker and others,.....seeeseeeccrrscceee 2581 
et 

$2582 14 

And the disbursements to bey...e.seesseeseeererccees 2412 00 
_ 

Leaving balance in treasury Of,..++++sereeeeeseeeeees $170 14 
= 
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A list of the donors with amounts contributed, also accompany this 

report. 

Your committee regret being obliged to report a material falling 

off in amount of collections the past year; not owing to any diminu- 

tion of interest in the object the Association is engaged in, but a com- 

parative depression in business, which limits the means of many 

friendly to the cause, who withhold altogether their subscriptions, or 

give but in part their usual donations. 

With the return of a season of prosperity your commiltee feel 

satisfied the collections will again amount to that of former years, 

and as the Association are persevering to effect reform and improve- 

ment, feel assured they will be sustained by the accustomed liberality 

of their friends, who have heretofore encouraged and cheered them 
on, in the good work they have before them. 

CYRUS CURTISS, 

Chairman Finance Committee. 
New-Yorle, January 1, 1849. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMMITTEE ON DETENTIONS. 

2 nm natn er cnainanings st 

To the Prison Association of New-York: 

The Committee on Detentions beg leave respectfully to report, that 

for the past year the duties assigned to them by the Constitution have 

been performed by their agent in the most faithful manner. The 
priscns under their charge have been visited almost daily, the condition 

of those detained in them has been enquired into, abuses have been 

investigated and efforts made to remedy them. Some prisoners, un- 

justly detained after they were entitled to their discharge, have been 

released, for others a fair trial has been secured, young boys and girls 

have been rescued from the corruption of the worst communications, 
and all the prisoners under the care of the committee have been bene- 

fited by the maintenance of a constant observation of their treatment 

and a jealous regard for their rights. 

But we should be unfaithful to our trust did we neglect to urge the 

necessity of a more adequate provision for the performance of the 

duties with which we are charged. It is not to be expected that your 

committee, composed of men engaged in active business from which 

they are unable to withdraw their time and attention, should attend 

personally to the duty of daily visitation of the prisons and of assist- 

ing those who are always to be found there needing and rightfully 

claiming assistance. The work is an immense one and must be ever 

tenewed. Many plans for accomplishing it have been tried, but the 

uniform experience of all the members of this committee since the 

organization of the Association—and we think we may say the same 

thing of the Executive Committee—has established the fact that it 

can only be performed by an agent qualified for it and devoted to it. 

Such men, though they may be found, are not numerous, and they  
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must be paid for their time enough to render other avocations un- 

necessary. 

During one year we had the benefit of the services of Mr. George E. 

Baker, who was constant in his attention to his duties, but as we 

were only able to offer him $300 per annum, he gave up the situa- 

tion so soon as another more adequate to his wants presented itself. 

Since that time, which was two years ago, we have had no salaried 

agent and but for the kindness of one of the officers of our Associa- 

tion, we should have been greatly embarrassed in the performance of 

our duties. Indeed for the last year, it has been owing to the energy 

and untiring benevolence of John D. Russ, M. D., Corresponding 

Secretary of this Association, that these duties have been performed 

at all, ‘With other calls upon his time and sympathy he has still 

been willing to employ some part of every day in acting as the agent 

of this committee, and without material assistance and with no com- 

pensation, to do all he could for the prisoners, thus taking upon him- 

self the work of the committee. 

But this is not as it should be. We want more time and more 

varied services than can be asked from a volunteer agent. Not only 

must the prisons be visited constantly, their general condition ascer- 

tained, the health, comfort and rights of the prisoner cared for, but 

continual applications are to be made to the magistrates, friends are 

to be hunted up, prosecutors to be visited, counsel sometimes to be 

employed, and when young boys or girls are discharged on condition 

of their leaving the city, places are to be procured for them. This 

ought to be the daily care and would occupy the whole time of a8 

agent. Let any one visit the Tombs cnly, and after he has satisfied 

himself of all the evils existing there, consider how long it will take 

one man to perform the duties that may rightfully be claimed at the 

hands of the public, towards removing those evils, and he will never 

demur to our request for means to employ an agent upon such terms 

as will allow him to devote his whole time to the Augean labor. We 

know that the treasury of the Association is severely taxed, we know 

that it is very hard to make the public feel their responsibility in the 

matter, and that already debts exist which have a prior claim on our 

funds, but we must still insist that the work of the Association in the 

department committed to our charge, cannot be done except by incur- 

ring an expense for the purposes we have indicated, and that if it is 

Ae 
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to be done the money must he raised. We consider that 600 per 

annum will be sufficient for this purpose, and that less than that sum 

would not secure the services of a person qualified for the situation. 

The houses of detention under the care of your committee are the 

eighteen station houses, the prisons at Essex market and at Jefferson 

market, the Tombs, Eldrige street jail, and the King’s county prisop. 

All but the last two are devoted to the keeping of criminals and per- 

sons suspected of crime. The station houses are more properly the 

places of rendezvous of the police officers, but attached to them are 

rooms for temporary confinement and for the accommodation of per- 
sons found in a state of destitution at night. All persons arrested by 
officers attached to the stations are first carried there and thence to 

the police offices at Jefferson market, Essex market, or at the Tombs, 

all of which are parts of the city prison. At these police offices they 

are subjected toa preliminary examination, and if the evidence is 

sufficiently strong they are committed. Generally, this examination 

takes place within twenty-four hours after the arrest, but in many 

cases the want of evidence on the part of the state, to establish what 

seems to be the guilt of the prisoner, induces the examining magistrate 

to detain him until further proof can be obtained. In this manner 
prisoners are sometimes kept many days in the prisons attached to 

the police offices. But if not discharged for want of evidence they 

are all finally committed to the Tombs. 

The cells are neat while not occupied by drunkards, and the rest of 
the prison is in as good order as the care of the keeper can ensure. 

Owing to a defect in the arrangement of the soil pipes they are fre- 

quently obstructed, and occasion a very impure air in the building. 

The remedy isa simple one. It is to make the pipes perpendicular 

mstead of horizontal, and to carry them directly into the sewer. A 
kitchen and store room attached to the prison are under the care of 

one of the female convicts. The food is the same as that at the 

Tombs, and the bedding consists of two blankets and a straw mattress. 

Generally speaking, every thing is cleaner and in better order than at 

the Tombs. 

The prison at Essex _market suffers very much from the want of a 

Sewer to carry off the contents of the soil pipes. At present their  
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only outlet is into a cess pool, which being only forty-five feet deep 

is soon filled. The prison is entirely too small for the six wards 

which crowd their criminals into it. It has only fourteen cells, while 

the average number of prisoners is thirty. Often it has been neces- 

sary to confine four prisoners in one cell, and sometimes as many as 

six. Of course it is impossible under such circumstances, to keep the 

place what a prison ought to be in respect to atmosphere, clean iness, 

order or comfert. The bedding is sufficient but dirty, the prisoners 

are allowed to associate and converse without any attempt at separa- 

tion, and the atmosphere of the place is corrupting at once to their 

morals and their health. 

But from these minor houses of detention, streams are daily pour- 

ing into the Tombs. This is the grand reservoir of criminal iss 

towards which the steps of the wrong doer are constantly tens ing 

And never did gates close upon @ gloomier scene. Very nearly . 

who are committed, whether at the other police offices or by ¢ . 

magistrates holding a police court in the same building, are cole 

here, where they find as companions others detained for trial, convicts, 

sentenced for different terms not exceeding sixty days, witnesses, . 

fractory apprentices, applicants for admission to the alms house, “ 

vagrants seeking a refuge in Blackwell’s island. Whoever wis s 

to see in one mass the suspected, and the witnesses against them, the 

guilty, the poor, the diseased and the insane, may find them in ne 

misnamed Halls of Justice. This mingling together of persons who 

yequire totally different kinds of treatment, in a building which ada 

a free communication through all its parts, is the cause of all the 

evils existing at the Tombs, and will be a deserved reproach to “ 

until the system is changed. The great importance of the ae 

and the little impression which it seems to have made upon pu . 

opinion, must be the excuse of your committee for again wrens , 

upon the attention and commending it to the reforming efforts of the 

Association. 

Persons arrested upon suspicion of crime, and not convicted—not 

even tried—are entitled to treatment very different from what might 

be thought proper for convicts ; and certainly it is the greatest * 

justice to place one whom a mere accident has made a witness 0 

crime, and whose testimony only is sought, upon the same forte 

with the diseased profligate or the noisy drunkard. Some requir 
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discipline and punishment ; and, tomake them feel the wrong of which 

they have been guilty, they are made to sleep in small, badly venti- 

lated cells, are fed upon coarse fare, and withdrawn from their indus- 

try; their families are left destitute, and themselves exposed to the 

most horrible communications in the form of blasphemy, ribaldry, 
obscenity, and narrations of crime, which form the subjects of social 

conversation by day, and make the night frightful as they are sent 

from one end of the prison to the other through the soil pipes. This 

isa punishment for the guilty—a process after which amendment is 

expected. 
    

Now we ask what name is to be given to this treatment, when in- 

nocent witnesses are subjected to it, men or women, against whom no 

charge is made, but at whose hands the public asks the means of con- 

victing the criminal? The community has no right to place any in- 

telligent human being in such a situation. If testimony cannot be 

secured without confining witnesses in a charnel house, a grave of 

purity, decency, and virtue, let the testimony be lost ; and if persons 

suspected of crime cannot be kept without being subjected to such a 

process as this, it were better that they should not be arrested at all. 

No probable good will justify a certain wrong; and as long as those 

detained for trial are in the view of the law, as many of them prove 

to be, in fact, innocent, no prospect of advantage, no expected secu- 

rity gives us the right to treat them as they are treated in our houses 

of detention. The responsibility of doing so is a heavy one, but it is 

not upon the keepers nor the magistrates alone. It is on every man 

and woman who can bring any influence to bear upon our State Le- 

gislature or Common Council. 
     

To remove the evils we have referred to, offers no insurmountable 

difficulty, if there were only the will; for it is not a question of neces- 
sary evil which we have to treat, but of a proper application of means 

within our power to objects conceded to be desirable. 

In the first place, as to witnesses, the moral right to imprison them 

is very questionable. ‘Their testimony may be required, and it is their 

duty to give it when called on; but until they refuse to give it, they 

are entitled to their liberty. The law provides that witnesses not re- 

siding in the city may be examined de bene esse and discharged. The 

question arises, therefore, only in relation to our own citizens, and as 
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to them, the statute gives the magistrate the power, “if he is satisfied 
by due proof, that there is reason to believe” that they will not ap- 

pear at the trial, to require “their recognizances, with such sureties 

as he shall deem meet,” or to commit them. But the law has no 

right to presume that a man will not do his duty before he has refused 

to do it. The true presumption is the other way ; and it is unjust to 

make a man suffer upon a belief that otherwise he will not do what he 

ought. But no such consideration is necessary. It is as easy to ex- 

amine one of our own citizens de bene esse as any other person; and 

if there is reason to suppose that he will not be forthcoming at the 

trial, this course ought to be adopted, and a legislative enactment 

should make it obligatery upon the district attorney. 

But if the law is not changed in this manner, it ought at least to provide 

that witnesses should be comfortably maintained while in confinement ; 

that they should be protected from the company and communications 

of other prisoners ; that work should be provided for them, and that 
they should have, while in confinement, a per diem allowance suffi- 

cient to compensate them for their privations. The United States 

pursue, in this respect, a more liberal policy than our own State. 

They allow witnesses, while confined, a dollar and a quarter a day, 

which is generally sufficient to prevent those depending on them from 
suffering from their loss of labor. 

Thesr separation might be readily effected. The common Council 
have this last year added four spacious rooms to the female prison, 

m any one of which witnesses of that sex may be confined without 

exposure to the companionship of the other prisoners. In the male 

prison there is room in that part now occupied by the Sixth Ward 

police, where apartments might be fitted up at a safe distance from 

the other inmates. Very little exertion would be necessary to supply 
the female witnesses with work which would enable them to eam 

something ; and, though this cannot always be done in case of male 
witnesses, yet arrangcments are perfectly feasible by which they might 

in many instances be allowed to receive the work they are usually 
employed on. 

In the next place, the separation of young persons from the other 

prisoners may easily be effected. ‘Two rooms have been provided by 

the common council for their accommodation, which are large enough, 
conveniently situated and separated from the rest of the prison. They 
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adjoin the matron’s room on the east side of the building. It is said by way of apology for their net being used, that there ‘ not a suff cient number of keepers to allow a separate one for these two calls, ne hich one might be obtained, leaves the appointing Pe fr no excuse for the omission. When it is remembered that t ese young people are either disobedient apprentices, or are detained for trial, and perhaps are innocent, or are waiting to be sent to the alms house, i scems wonderfu i 

. Ww nderf 1 that provision for them has been sO 

Dur; . ose uring: the year ending on the first of November, 1848, there were . Poupers committed to the Tombs in order to be sent to. the alms amuses an 1885 vagrants. These persons are thrown in with the her ener no separation but that of sexes being attempted. It is (ue that they do not remain there } it i . 
ong. But it is not the pro place for them, even for a short ti i t some 

me. Humanity requires that other receptacle should be provided for them, mm “ems 
T a . he convicts proper, confined in the Tombs, are either persons ar- rested for intoxication and sentenced for aterm not exceeding five weed wees found guilty of misdemeanors and sentenced for a ee exceeding sixty days. The five day prisoners occupy both male and the female prison, cells on the ground floor; and in the male prison, there are sometimes as many as six in a cell Of ee the cells are comparatively large, but when we consider that a prisoners are put in while in gross intoxication, either dead drunk me a ating every variety of filth, or if not, then violent and querrelsome, we may imagine what a scene of horror and wretched- ness each of these cells must exhibit. Disgusting as is the prisoners a Jegradation, we feel bound to think that it does not more vio- he meency and justice than does the public apathy that consigns ch apartments, and leaves him to such companionship. It my be perfectly true, as the keepers say, that if these cells were mone they would be foul again after the next comers had occupied em an hour ; but is it not our duty to place the drunka~d, of whom me “ssume ne care in a situation which will awaken any spark of nt Peet . at may still remain, instead of checking the possible ed ae a . mee by the fellowship of degradation, violence Unit ? e difficulty lies in the inadequacy of accommodation. nti] the cells are so multiplied that every drunkard may be placed 
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in separate confinement ina cell, which it shall be his duty to keep 

clean, we can hope for no good effects from sentencing him to the 

city prison. — 

In this connection, it gives us pleasure to allude to the efforts of 

the present keeper, William Edmonds, Esq., towards reclaiming 

these unhappy beings. Instead of being allowed to pass the period 

of their confinement in idleness as formerly, they have been, during 

a portion of the past year, obliged to labor at picking oakum, an oc 

cupation, which while it gently occupies their minds, at the same 

time makes their confinement more of a punishment. We hope that 

the good effects of this first attempt to introduce labor into the prison 

may awaken those who have the power to the importance of making 

it a prominent feature of discipline for the future. There is plenty 

of room in the prison yard for sheds, in which the convicted prisoners 

might be employed in various kinds of work without creating too 

much noise, or interfering with the good order of the place. Asa 

punishment, and as an improvement of their bodily health, this plan 

wou d operate advantageously, nor should we have as now such con- 

stant recommitments for intoxication, if the sobered dyunkard were 

discharged with a body strengthened and nerves calmed by labor, and 

a certainty that a repetition of his offence would be visited with hard 

work without wages. 

Mr. Edmonds continues his efforts in this quarter after the labors 

of the week are over, and every Sunday afternoon an address on 

Temperance is made to the prisoners, and the pledge is offered to 

such as are willing to sign it. There never was a more discouraging 

field, and we sincerely hope that he occasionally enjoys the reward 

of seeing a fellow creature saved from this deep degradation by his 

instrumentality. 

The sixty-day convicts are not obliged to labor, but are permitted 

to pass their time as they please, receiving and communicating all 

the evil which their experience has accumulated. This is all wrong. 

We are aware that these prisoners are generally of what is esteemed 

a more respectable class, such as gamblers, or persons found guilty 

of fraudulent pretences, or of assault and battery. But even to 

them labor would be a merciful punishment. It would aid in re- 

storing their moral tone and would preserve them from evil commu- 
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nications. Moreover it may be doubted whether society gains an 

thing from this regard to convicted respectability. The man whe 

violates the laws forfeits for the time being all right to this title and 

he would be likely to leave prison a much more respectable man if 

while in it, he were made to feel that superior advantages did 

shield him from the uniform punishment of misconduct The effect 

too upon others is unfavorable if they perceive that an elevated os 

tion in society relieves the convict from a punishment hich, the 

friendless are obliged to suffer. If they believe that it is not mor 

criminal for a beggar to get drunk than for a gentleman ta kee a 

gaming table, or for any one when not drunk to defraud or oserult 

his neighbor, they must fee] that there is injustice in the admini : 
tion of the law in the scene before them; but if they measure the 

enormi’y of the offence by the severity of the punishment, they wil 

with sympa imi respect the vr iteged upon the more favored criminal and Jearn to 

      We insist, however, that these prisoners ought not to be allowed 

free intercouse with the others. The difficulty of restrainin : 

merely detained for trial does not apply here. ‘These are ‘ onvicts, 

and are placed in confinement for punishment, and if they one re 

stricted to their cells their rights are not infringed For thes own 

sake, and for the sake of others, this should be ‘done The re 

not likely to learn any good from the intercourse now permitted, al 

they are not proper teachers of those who are only detained fi ' ‘al 

and are therefore to be treated as innocent. We regret t on hat 
no attempt at this classification has been made. grerto sty Cat 

Prisoners fully committed for trial constitute about one-quart 

while those committed for examination, on which they are aflerwe “a, 

discharged, make about one-tenth of the population of the Tombs 
wih tegard to these, we hear it said that, being in the eye of the 
aw innocent, they cannot properly be treated with that severi 

which may be justifiable in the case of convicts, and that to confine 

hen to their cells might be to anticipate the severest sentence u on 
eir ascertained guilt. We admit the full force of this plea A d 

empathize in the regard for the rights of the prisoner which it Imani 
ests. But we say that it is erroneous in assuming that the greatest 

prong i done to the prisoner, on the supposition of his innocence 

a con: ning him ina cell, His most valuable rights are freedom 

Tom temptation, purity of thought, free action for his moral nature.
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« The greatest injustice is not the incarceration of the body, but the 
degradation of the mind, the crippling of the resolution, the effacing 

of pure thoughts and high purposes. When we lock the prisoner 

up, we leave him free to himself, and to the ever-present influence of 

God ; and if he suffer from ennui and the want of social intercourse, 

he is, at the same time, secured in the privileges of reflection and 

self-communion. Nor need he be confined to these alone. Books 

would always be at his command, if he desired them; and if he 
could not use them, his solitude would be occasionally interrupted by 

the visits of the agent of this association, and by others charitably 

disposed. But when we open the doors of the cell, break down 
every barrier which should separate him from impurity, blasphemy, 

and wrong, and force him into their presence, contact, conversation, 
companionship, then indeed we deal harshly with him, then we put 

fetters on him, restrain his freedom, darken the light of heaven to 

him, and anticipate the final judgment of sin. No human being, 

after an imprisonment of an average length in the Tombs, can leave 

its society without bringing with him stains upon his soul, compared 

with which lonely hours and a narrow cell would have been blessings. 

Your committee express it as their most serious conviction, that the 

prisoners at the Tombs, waiting trial, should be strictly confined to 

their cells, except at such times as they may be permitted to exercise 
themselves in the corridors or in the yard, a few at a time, and on 

condition of entering into no conversation except with the keeper. 

We are aware that this plan would not, at present, secure entire 

isolation ; as, in the crowded state of the prison, it is necessary to 

place more than one prisoner in each cell. On the last examination 

that the Committee on Inspection made, they found that in every cell 
there were two prisoners, and in some more than that number. This 

evil may be remedied by providing other accommodations for vagrants, 
for applicants. for admission to the Alms-house, and for the insane, by 
bringing into use the cells now not occupied, or, if necessary, by an 

addition to the building. But even at present a great deal might be 
done by confining in cells together prisoners charged with offences of 

the same degree, so that the novice in crime might not be lodged 

with the hardened offender, This, if it did not ensure solitude, would 

remove the danger of a promiscuous intercourse, and, by withdrawing 
from the criminal the support of a crowd, would deprive him of his 
hardihood. 
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The moral evils growing out of the freedom of communication 
allowed to the prisoners had, to the eyes of your committee, appeared 
so gigantic, that they have left themselves little space to allude to 
others. 

We earnestly support the recommendation of Dr. Russ, that warm 
baths should be introduced, and that the drunkard, after having been 
washed, should be clothed in a clean dress. In this way, and by 
compelling them to cleanse their old clothes before resuming them 
we believe that the miserable beings, who enter in filth and rags, may 
be awalcened to a sense of cleanliness and comfort. 

The library is in a most wretched state, and its existence seems 
hardly to be known among the prisoners. It ccntains but few works 
of general interest. The books are mostly Bibles and Testaments. 
Of these there are about fifty, but they bear no evidence of having 
been read. If persons interested in this reform would, out of their 
superfluity, contribute a few volumes of an instructive and entertain- 
ing character, and if the keepers would put them into the hands of 
those to whom they might be useful, much more would be done to 
redeem the hours of the prisoners from the poisonous influences of 
their companions, 

The cells are swept every day, and the occupants have the liberty 
of whitewashing them whenever they choose 3 but it is net compul- 
sory on them, and they seldom do it. The bedding is sufficient in 
quantity, but not clean. The small apertures in the doors are insuffi- 
cient for ventilation at night. The structure of the building is radi- 
cally bad, and no effort seems to be made to raise the standard of 
physical comfort among the prisoners, or to inspire them with self- 
respect, 

The food is of a fair quality,and probably quite as good as the ma- 
jority of the prisoners are accustomed to. They have two meals a 
day, one consisting of bread and ccffee at about 9 A.M. ; the other 
about 3 P.M., consisting of boiled beef, bread and soup, and on alter- 
nate days of mush and molasses. 

The health of the prisoners does not seem to suffer from confine- 
ment. During the past year the medical department has been well 
attended to, and much credit is due to Dr. Covel, the physician, for 

Xv 

N
R
 
I
 
tn
 

er
t 
a
 

ee 
esc s

e  



  

  

168 [AssemsLy 

the good arrangement of the hospital with the limited facilities afford- 

ed him, as well as for his zeal and fidelity in the discharge of his gen- 

eral duties. 

Religious services are performed in both departments of the prison. 

In the male prison R. N. Havens, Esq., one of the Associations 's in 

the habit of conducting religious worship in the morning of very 

Sunday, and in the female department in the afternoon. The ins we 

tion to the women in the morning, which has been for a Jong time ne 

care of some ladies of most active benevolence, 1s continued with many 

encouraging results. In the religious exercises the prisoners Benes 

ally are allowed to join, and attention and good order are aimost 

uniformly mainiained. 

Your Committee would be unjust should they, in closing this notice 

of the Tombs, omit an expression of their confidence in the keeper, 

Mr. Edmonds, and of the high sense they entertain of his intelligences 

energy, and fidelity. This officer has an immense influence over the 

welfare of those intrusted to his custody ; and as Mr. Edmon s seems 

anxious to improve the condition of the prison, your Committee hope 

that the alterations they have pointed out may be urged on during his 

administration. 

The Debtors’ Jail, in Eldrige-street, remains what it has been de- 

scribed in former reports of this Committee. It is as badly suited iw 

the purpose to which it is appropriated as any building which ee ' 

easily be found. It may have answered for a watch-house, ‘or which 

it was formerly used, but its suitableness for that purpose 1s no recom 

mendation of it as a place of confinement for debtors. ‘The ce s are 

dark, badly ventilated, and, according to the accounts of the prisoners; 

are infested with vermin. They are, however, clean as far as white- 

wash can make them so, and the bedding is washed once in three 

Every nuisance which was described in the first report of 

this Committee remains. The food is the same as that used at the 

city prison, and instead of being prepared in the houses where ne 

is ample means of cooking it, it is brought from the ‘orobs. ° 

debtors complain most bitterly of its wretched quality, and we ar 

told that they eat very little of it. But whether he uses the Pe 

fare or purchases other, the debtor must eat it from his knees or is 

bed. If he wishes to wash, he is obliged to do so over a soil-pipe 5 

months. 
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no books offer a means of relief from ennui; no labor enables him to 

divert his thoughts from himself ; and when, after a miserable day, 

he seeks forgetfulness in sleep, he lies down upon a wretched bed, in 

a close and narrow cell. The law’s delays hold out no certain period 

to his confinement, and however superior in character, he has many 

reasons to envy the criminal who, after two, three, or four months, 

will have expiated his more venial offence, and be free. Over the 
poor debtor month after month may roll, and months of uncertainty 

may still succeed without any hope of release, or of increased comfort 

in his situation. 

   

      
Your Committee have, in the preceding remarks, sought to bring 

to the notice of the Association for the fourth time the evils of the 

houses of detention under their charge. ‘That some improvement has 

been made in their condition since the organization of this Associa- 

tion, is the ground of hope that much greater advances may be made. 

The work is important, involving the welfare of thousands, and even 

under more discouraging circumstances should be prosecuted with pa- 

tient energy and faith in the justice of the community. The time will 

certainly come when the public will awake to a sense of their duty 

to criminals, and to others who are unfortunotely affected by the ad- 

ministration of criminal law. The abuses of the,system are old, and 

custom has rendered the public conscience callous; but we are work- 

ing in the cause of justice and mercy, and the ultimate accomplish- 

ment of our object is only a question of time. 

AJJ of which is respectfully submitted. 

William C. Russel, 

For the Committee. 

      
      
    
    
    
          

      
    
      

      

      

  

     

’ 

REPORT OF THE KEEPER OF THE NEW-YORK CITY 
PRISON. oe es 

—_ene 

City Prison, New-York, Dec. 9, 1848. 

Sm—lIn obedience to your directions, I have the honor of present- 

ing you with the number of commitments made in this establishment, 

for one year, from November 1, 1847, to November 1, 1848, together
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remaining in custody at the latier date. 

Jam, very respectfully, 

Fully Committed. 

   

     

  

   
     

      

   

  

   

   
    

   

     

     
       

   

  

APSON, eooeees 

For Examination. 

    

   

  

    

    

    

  

    

    

    

  

Fully committed, 

  

   

Conspiracy, .. 
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. Your obedient servant, 

W. EDMONDS, Keeper. 

   

  

   

  

    
          

  

i leation,...c..eeesecnees 4,280 For attempt burglary, . 
Poti Clacton esr +++ 1,693 Atiempt petit larceny,.. 

4 Vamtaey ener: 1,629 Disorderiy apprentice, .. 
: Mt aed batiery, t MLUPUOELP, .. eee eee ae oa es xe and battery, .. : iu Dane ment, 
| Disorderly conduct,. 257 Iilegal voting,’ 

Burgin ee 77 Habitual drunke 
Midenane 70 Attempt rape, ..... 
Pgmean 161 Attempt grand larceny,. 
Teenie nent 32 Manslaughter, 

ts es, . 31 ape, ...... pees 
Baten ne? 27 Bouy snatching, eevee 
Bastandys vreess . 26 Incest, ...ceseeeere 
Witness, . 17 Felony, ...-.... seeteee 
Rion” 15 Accessory to felony, ..+s 

jot “house, - . 14 Infanticide, ...c.sceeeees 
pesertenly house, « . 12 Sodomy, ..-.. 
ceeiving stolen s00 12 Poisoning, ..... Receiving stolen goods,. i Poisoning horses, : 

Bigamy, «..--seceere . 1) Doganing horses,» Co 

Force. : 19 Attempt sodomy, ......, ‘orger J 
Vy A. aad B., with : 8 

Attempt infanticide 1 

  

icati 596 For disorderly house,...++sesses+ Vor intoxication,...++eseccseesee 96 For disorderly house,..- 

Beer comets i : 36 Embezzlement, 
or itting A. H 97 Robbery, .....++006 

tree ney ne “Mes : 506 Attempt larceny, see AQFANCY,.+-ssseeeeres Attemp : 

Granary, A Manes cr 
aa . 84 Rsceiving stolen goods, . 
Aenauitand battery, . 72 Rocessory to felony, .. 
ffen i ; 55 CLJULY, ver eeeeeccevee 

. Wea specified, 29 Goneealed with intent 
Minloo tance SUIT 24 Prostitution, . . isdeme . 

Uniteu States prisomers,...s.sereeceves oe ereecees teeve 

  

    

  

     
: 19 Attempt burglary IALTY) coos n sc 

Fugitive tom jug 19 ce Bunglary, 

Ree PR wk inten 16 Riot,......... se eeeeee A. and B. with inten tt i Beata SUIEIE 

Ree nent SIIIN an 14 Suspicious person, ne 
itual ke! WSyrccesenece IB Fraud, ecseceececeeccccccccccccse, Penn drunkenness, . 3 ly 

Pee mn il Total number committed for ex’n, Felony, . 

  

with the charges made against each ; and also the number of persons 

61 
9,08 

    

    

   

    
RR

S 
he
 
D
o
 

0 
ce

 
o
O
 

Sb
 

S
h
 

‘otal of commitments from Nov. 1s o Nov. Ist, * . seoyee 12,584 Totai of titments from N ist, °47, to Nov. 1st, °48,...0005 ‘y 

  

   
fg 
oF 

No. 243.) 

  

171 

   

   

  

    

  

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 
_—_ 

To the Executive Committee - 

  

      

   

  

The committee on Discharged Convicts have much satisfaction in submitting a brief account of their labors since last report. They have had regular Meetings once a month, and although they have not accomplished all they could desire, they have done much to alle- viate the condition of the objects of their care. 

       
   

    

        
     
   

  

   

   

   

   

Already has this Association been instrumental in awakening a general interest on the subject of prison discipline, and the condition of the discharged convict, He emerges from the Prison a stranger in the world, indeed his condition is much Worse than that of a stran- racter of a felon, and beside 

   

    
    

   

        
         

    

    

  

     
   

    

    

    

she is mostly 

he is reminded of his crime and cast off w him a consciousness of his transgression heartened by the repulsive spirit that ey. intentions of amendment be ever so sincere and firm, he sees no door open to escape—he thinks that every ma n he meets knows that he is a discharged convict, and he instinctively shrinks from public notice, and there cannot be a doubt that many have again plunged into crime, driven by hopeless despair. But if, upon his discharge, he calls upon us with a certificate of good conduct while in prison, and Bives promise of a desire to reform, we render him such assistance as his necessities may seem to reqnire and the limited state of our funds may admit—we furnish him with accommodations tl] employment can be procured for him—if he is a mechanic and can find business, We furnish him with tools. When they have no trade and manifest a talent for dealing, we have in several instances loaned them a small ‘Mount of money to commence with, and it is gratifying to be able to i 
who have been thus assisted are doing well—are now making a comfortable living, and some of them 

Without such aid their case 
at all who receive assistance 

men who have spent the greater part 
ed gratification of their evil propensi- 

ith disdain—he carries with 
S, and is depressed and dis- 
er assails him ; and—let his 

    
   

    

    

    

   
     

   

   

  

We have not expected th would prove worthy objects ; 
of their lives in the unrestrain 

  

   
    

   

  

    
    
     

    

  

   

      
      

     

  

   
   

      

   
         

         
     

        
    

   
   

    
     
    

   

      

   
   

   

    

   

  

   

          
   

A
E
 

Se
m,
 
te
 

gen
 n

ce



/ 
\ 

172 [Assempiy 

ties, regardless of the principles of justice and morality, are not likely 

to return, at once, to a virtuous, industrious course of life, but we 

endeavor to extend such aid as that they shall not be forced by cir- 

cumstances to resort to dishonest means to obtain a living. 

It isa matter of much importance to the discharged convict, that 

there is places provided where he can obtain information and advice 

in relation to his future movements, even though he should not need 

pecuniary assistance, it strengthens and encourages him in his resolu- 

tions of amendment. A discharged convict lately remarked that this 

Association was a source of great comfort to the prisoners, as they 

knew where to apply for advice and assistance upon their release. 

We endeavor to cultivate in the discharged convict self-respect; 

we assure him that although he has fallen and suffered the chastise- 
ment of the Jaw, and become an outcast from society, there is yet a 

door of hope open to him, and he is encouraged to return to an 

honest, virtuous course of life, assuring him of our countenance and 

support if he will do so. 

When an individual feels the weight of his transgressions and re- 

pents of them, there is good ground to hope fora permanent reforma- 

tion ; but when a change is effected merely by a hope of a more com- 

fortable living as to temporal enjoyments, such are very liable to be 
governed by the influences with which they are surrounded, and if 

these are not good, to relapse into crime. 

We endeavor to keep sight of those we relieve, and have requested 

them to keep us advised of their situation ; but a desire very gene- 
rally prevails to bury the remembrance of their degradation, and 

hence the difficulty of getting any information from them after leaving 

the city ; and yet there are some exceptions. Several call frequently, 

and never fail to express their gratitude for the countenance and 

assistance they received upon their liberation from confinement. 

During the thirteen months ending the 31st day of the 12th month, 
1847, we relieved, 

From Sing Sing... cc. .ces sees seen see 0 AQ 

6 Penitentiary 6... ccc ceeceesecsencss 20 

$6 AUDUIT .. cca cece cece esceceeesene 7 

¢ Clinton county... ceceseeseseseee 

No. 243.] 
/ 

173 

From Brooklyn 
7] City prison. ..... 
*¢ Boston wee nees 

For the relief of the above persons, 
rent of office, stationery, clerk hire, 
paid $1279.24, 

and for incidental expenses— 
and salary of agent, there was 

During the 

we relieved, 

From Sing Sing....... 

«  Auburn,. 

Clinton county 
Kings county ......... cece cccceees 3 
City prison..... 

year ending the 31st day of the 12th month, 1848, 

Come ee ne neces 

emcee nee ee ew ease 

Ce ee 

157 

Cash advanced to the above $318.75, and for 
incidental expenses $145.15....... $463 90 

Clerk hires... 2... cece ee cece cece 312 00 
Rent of “The Home”. ............. 383 50 
Rent of office. ...6 cece cece cece vous 175 00 
Salary of agent.... 365 00 Seem eee mane e cae 

$1699 40 

Since last report we have relieved 328 individuals, at an expense of $2978.64, including incidental expenses, viz: rent of “ The Home,” association rooms, clerk hire, agent’s salary postage, &c 
$104.50 of the money loaned has been returned. “ee 

Expended in 1847....81279 24 Returned....$32 00 
do 1848.... 1699 40 do .... 72 50 

$2978 64 $104 50 

OF the 158 who have received assistance, either in money, advice 
“fm procuring employment for them, during the last year, we are assured that forty-eight are doing well 3 and the remainder, with the 
exception of perhaps about half a dozen, we have good reason to believe are supporting themselves by honest industry ; and those who 
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have heretofore been favorably mentioned in our reports, continue to 

do well. When we consider what was the condition of those per- 

sons when they first claimed our assistance—broken down in bodily 

health, and their mental powers greatly prostrated ; without friends, 

without hope—and now see them, respected and happy, and usefully 

employed, it is a source of unalloyed gratification, and affords the 

strongest incentive to perseverance in our labors. Those erring in- 

dividuals belong to the human family, and, as well as ourselves, are 

candidates for a happy immortality. ISAAC 'T. HOPPER, 

Chairman. 

12th mo., 31st, 1848. 

The following extracts from the diary of our agent, illustrates very 

clearly the importance and usefulness of this department of our As- 

sociation. 

H. G., about thirty years old, a native of Orange county, N.Y., 

where he was convicted of grand larceny and sent to Sing Sing for 

seven years. He was discharged by the expiration of his sentence, 

the 4th of 9th month, 1846, and came directly to this office, bringing 

with him a few lines from the principal keeper, which says, “H.'s 

conduct has been good.” While in prison he learned the cooper’s 

trade, and now applies for assistance to enable him to prosecute his 

business. Believing him to be worthy of confidence, we complied 

with his request and furnished him with tools. He took a shop 19 

Washington street, but it soon became so inundated with water that 

he was obliged to leave it and look out for another situation. In a 

short time he succeeded, and by industry and close attention to busi- 

ness was soon able to employ several hands, and was doing a profit 

able business, when some malicious person entered his premises by 

taking up the grate on the footway, gathered up all his tools, worth 

about one hundred dollars, and some valuable clothing, put them 

a heap, set them on fire and destroyed them. H. was again thrown 

out of business and left destitute of the means of commencing it 

anew. 

Having had experience of his industry and faithfulness, we aga 

farnished him with tools. It is believed that he entirely abstains 

from intoxicating drinks of every kind, and is again pursuing * 

business with a persevering industry, that we have strong hopes W 

pe 
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be crowned with success. H. has given employment to several per- 

sons who were his fellow prisoners. It is gratifying to find that they 

have confidence in one another, and that in no instance that has come 

to our knowledge has that confidence been abused. 

J. 8. B. was deprived of his parents by death when he was very 

young, and was taken in charge by his grand-parents, who being aged 

he was left very much at liberty to do as his inclination led him, and 

the consequence was that he formed associations of a very bad cha- 

racter. He was led on from one mischief to another until he was 

about nineteen years old, when he was convicted of burglary and sent 

to Sing Sing for two years. He remained in prison the full term of 

his sentence, and was discharged in the 2d month, 1847. He con- 

ducted while in confinement to the satisfaction of the officers of the 

prison, and upon his release the principal keeper gave him a few lines 

“recommending him to the fostering care of this Association.” Upon 

being set at liberty he came directly to this office. He expressed 

regret for having departed so far from the path of rectitude, and said 

he hoped that he should atone for the evil he had done, by his future 

good conduct. B. went to reside again with his grand-parents who, 

though poor, appear to be orderly people. We gave him temporary 

relief, and it was not long before he got into business; he appears 

quite respectable, and we believe that he has made up his mind to 

live by honest industry. We think he is a reformed man. 

        
      
      

        

        

    
        

        
      
      
        
        
      
   

E. J. N., about twenty-three years old, a native of Baltimore, was 

accused of larceny, of which he was convicted and sentenced to an 

imprisonment of thirty days in Brooklyn jail and to pay a fine of one 

hundred dollars. He was unable to pay the fine, and after a confine- 

ment of six months he was pardoned by the President of the United 

States. A short time after his release he went to Baltimore, but his 

friends would not receive him or afford him any assistance. He re- 

turned to this city depressed and disheartened, and called at this office 

for aid and assistance. In the course of a few weeks a situation was 

procured with a respectable mechanic, to learn his trade ; but he was 

very destitute of clothing. We furnished him with some necessary 

articles, as he was not receiving any compensation for several months, 

He has now been in his present situation several months, and has con- 
ducted with much propriety. His employer speaks of him in the 

Most respectful terms ; and I think there is good reason for believing 
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he will yet make a respectable man. He denies guilt in the matter 

of which he was charged, and there does certainly appear to be some 

pretty good reason to fear he has suffered innocently, 

8. P. P., a native of this State, about forty years old, was convicted 

in Schenectady of perjury, and sentenced to Mount Pleasant State 
prison for the term of four years and six months. He was discharged 

by the expiration of his sentence in the 9th month, 1846. He brought 

with him to this office testimonials of good conduct from several 

officers of the prison, who strongly recommended him to the atten- 

tion of this committee. P. informed us that previous to his imprison- 

ment he had followed pedling, and said he could make a living by 

the same business if he had a trifle to commence with. We procured 

boarding for him fora short time, and lent him a small] sum of money. 

He soon commenced his old business, in which he succeeded very 

well, After the lapse of a few months he married a respectable 

woman possessed of a little property. He frequently calls upon us, 

looks well, and says he is doing a prosperous business, and has every 

appearance of having formed a determination to acquire a livelihood 

by honest industry. He is not only getting a comfortable living for 

himself, but so extensive has his business operations become, that he 

has engaged several persons who, like himself, had been sojourners 

in Sing Sing, to assist him, and it is with much satisfaction that we 

are able to say, that they have proved themselves worthy of the con- 

fidence placed in them. 

F. O., a native of London, about twenty-four years old, was con- 

victed in this city of grand larceny, and sent to Sing Sing for two 

years ; that term expired, and he was discharged in the 12th month, 

1847. The keeper says, ‘He has been a good faithful convict—he 

is a good shoemaker, and wishes the Association to aid him in obtain- 

ing employment.” Being entirely destitute, having none to call 

upon for advice or assistance, we procured board for him, and ina 

short time he got business and we furnished him with tools. He 

appears to be sober and industrious, and has called several times at 

the office, and says he shall continue todo so, for he don’t know what 

would have become of him without our assistance, 

W.M., a young man, a native of this State, when about nineteen 

years old, was convicted of burglary, and sent to Sing Sing for two 
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years ; upon the expiration of that term he called upon us, we furnish- 
ed him with some pecuniary aid, and ina short time he procured 
employment at house painting. From the time of his release (ad 
month, 19th, 1847,) to the present, he has applied himself diligently 
to business, is temperate, and there is good reason for believing that 
he is a reformed man. 

1848—4th mo. 8.—J. M 7 @ Native of this city, about thirty 
years old, was convicted of larceny in Philadelphia, and sentenced to 
the Eastern Penitentiary for three years—at the expiration of his sen- 
tence he was discharged—was at liberty about eleven months, when 
he was convicted of a like offence in the State of Massachusetts, and 
sent to the State Prison for two years. At the end of that term he 
came to this city where he married. He professed a determination 
to reform, and appearing to be sincere we gave him some pecuniary 
assistance, he received it gratefully, and we are informed that he has 
conducted well ever since he was last discharged, and supports hig 
family by honest industry. , 

1848—10 mo.—H, Q-——.,, about thirty-eight years old, has served 
twenty years and six months in our State prisons on convictions ; he 
was about sixteen years old when convicted the first time. He says 
his treatment while in prison was very severe, in consequence of 
which he indulged a revengefu! disposition and manifested it by 
depredating upon the property of the citizens whenever opportunity 

offered. During his last imprisonment in Auburn he was brought to 
Serious reflection, and as he expressed himself, finding by sad expe- 
nlence, that the way of the transgressor is hard, he made up his mind 
to endeavor to reform his manner of life—he thought his usage in prison was unnecessarily severe and cruel, but believing it better to suffer wrong than to do wrong, he became willing to submit his case to Him who will render justice and judgment to all according to their 
works. Upon his discharge the last term, he called upon us and ex- 
pressed a determination to maintain himself by honest industry. We 
advanced him a small sum to commence business and became respon- sible for a small amount of goods which he got on credit. He mani- 

fested much talent for the business in which he engaged, and ina little time paid for the articles he had procured on our account and returned the amount we had lent him. He has now been at libert 
{Assembly No. 243,] 12 ”  
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more than a year, during all that time his conduct has been unexcep- 

tionable, and we confidently believe he is a reformed man. 

1847, 7 mo.—W. K ——, about forty-one years of age, a native of 

this State, has been in Mount Pleasant State Prison twenty years, and 

was discharged the last time in the 7th mo., 1847. He called upon 

us soon after his release, and brought a few lines from the keeper, 

which says, ‘‘I cheerfully recommend him to the favor of your soci- 

He had learned stone cutting in prison, and was desirous of ety.” 

In view following that business, and we furnished him with tools. 

of his former life his case seemed discouraging, but upon conversing 

with him we thought that there was reason to hope that he had 

formed a determination to amend his ways. Upon being furnished 

with tools, he remarked, “If I had found such friends when I was 

first discharged from prison, I should not have been there a second 
time.” He has now been at liberty about a year and a half, and 

during that time he has been industriously employed. He resides in 

a respectable family and they speak wellof him. He frequently 

calls to see us. 

1847, 7 mo.—B. O , a native of England, about twenty-four 

years old, was a confidential clerk in a mercantile house in Maiden 

Lane at two dollars and fifty cents a week ; this sum merely paid 

for his board, and becoming indebted for other necessaries, he was 

induced to fill up a check which was left with him, (signed by S. P. 

S., the proprietor of the store in their business,) to be filled up and 

used as occasion might require ; in this way he drew from one of the 
banks in this city two hundred and sixty dollars, with which he went 

to Charleston, S. C., where he had some friends—his employer pur- 

sued and arrested him. O. » with the aid of his friends there, 

made up the two hundred and sixty dollars and handed it to S. P. S., 

from whom it had been taken, with one hundred dollars for his ex- 

penses in going to Charleston. S, P. S. advised O to return 

with him to this city, promising to procure employment for him; he 

did so, and on his arrival here he was immediately arrested, tried, 

and convicted of forgery in the 3rd degree, and sent to Sing Sing for 

two years. Upon his release he called upon us with a few lines from 

the warden, saying that “he conducted well while in prison.” He 

is also strongly recommended to our favorable notice by John Gra- 

ham and R. D. Holmes, atternies at law. He is an intelligent young 
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men, and a situation has been obtained for him with a respectable chanic, where he has been about six months, and has conducted so as to conciliate the friendshi i ip of his emp! 
come acquainted with him. Peper and SN those that bee 

—_ 

REPORT OF THE FEMALE DEPARTMENT, DECEMBER, 1848. ween ne taney. > 1848. 
Th 

coe * ° 
. view fom of examining into the doings of the past year with a reparing our annual report, ha i i 

i » has been productive, this y of mingled feelings of satisfaction and regret, Snot to al i . 
. a ew that pomething has been accomplished, perhaps we may be Tmitted without undue self-comp] i i 
pen : ‘piacency, to claim that it would ate een difficult to do more with the means afforded us. But so can “y as been our supply of funds, that extra personal exertion and Sacrifice on the part of some of the 
order to sustain the Home in a pos oO 
; : ina 

ur cause seems not y et to have acquired its due importance in the public esti- " on. n ome benevolent people look upon it as a romantic enter- ? se. , laving themselves come to the conclusion that a woman who meta mitted to the degradation of imprisonment is incurable, it is ne or t em to sympathize with those who think otherwise. Others ne e t €unmensity of the work and shake their heads at our at- ‘ peas visionary, because it is so puny in comparison with what is eeded. T i i 
heck , There are those again, who disapprove of any attempt to , the female prisoner, on the strange ground that we are offer- 8 4 premium on crime! “ Would you,” say they, “offer an in- ? 

It is impossible not 

ducement to the commission of offences against the laws sang ne only to those who have qualified themselves to take ad- ont Sie bene by becoming Inmates of a prison?” Still frend oa 0 any course which shall make the prison less ; € supposition that such interference has the effect at once of lessening the terrors of the law, and itigati j 

punishes ne th , and of mitigating the just 

by opening 

b Without entering into elaborate dis ° . ae the zeal we feel in the work we have undertaken, and our c nce In the substantial benevolence j : 
] 

of these object 
tet 

yectors, prompt © offer in few words an answer to each class. To those ‘who call 

quisitions, our experience, our  
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tic, we must first be allowed to say that few benevolent on 

te wrises are begun in this selfish world without a little romance i ant 

ith because women are more liberally endows “ee a = ’ passes 

der this name, that they originate so many of the cary 

of the d not only originate them, but keep them up, @ vy 

th vm thea ‘h triumphantly, by no Httle personal sacrifice. Ast Ne 

vomance of this special effort, the experience of four Years one *s 

to show that it is at least founded upon reality ; since eee 

i of cases, to speak moderately, _where su ie 

brow ‘lou onleexer to reform the female convict. We refer . 

class of objectors to our annual reports, particularly of he resent 

ae d the last, where lists of cases, given with scrupulous a on 

seainst our statement, will show the grounds of our hope for the 
re. 

" To those who Jook upon the greatness of the work as a reason a 

not undertaking it, we can but say, give snd sith the co-operation - 
ve will engage, by the blessing of God, an wi anne 

our fellow citizens, so to reduce this mountain of difficulty, 

i look least aspiring and least hopeful philanthropist shall be able to loo 

i i ntr “ over it, and encouraged to attempt its entire vomited sways at the y 
is as yet young in crime compared with re aero 

world, the intelligent deputy-governor of we Fenn 

number that there was nothing that the city of on Bean ae 

ed as an institution like ours, begging at the same im 1 eee 
tistics and accounts of our Nnertating und our success sof the same 

ae ‘ort tovegown capil The only ‘nstitution of this nature 

: HE oh nds Oy resent as far as we have been able to Jearn, is ne 

formes by vr te benevolence, Female benevolence, at Shephen 

Book eer Londen Miss Burdett Coutts, whose the neceseity 

ables bi if i without the ne 

sneal tot Behe ‘on nid, has the bone of being the pioneer, : 

ee ek nt is concerned, in the attempt to reform the em 

am ri whe discharge. Even the scemingly hopeless iinmensiy 

of Lon ad "pot deterred her from making a beginning in a wor 

: Govioualy wie and kind. May her enterprise be blest, and may al 

its success inspire others ! 

idi ho have We come now to the idea that, by aiding only those ee "t 

been imprisoned, we are offering inducements to the com 
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crime. If we had not heard this objection seriously urged by those whom we were bound to respect, we could hardly have believed it would have Suggested itself to any reader of the New Testament ; but perhaps there are those who interpret the divine command (to visit the prisoner) so literally, that they consider the duty at an end as soon as the prisoner is discharged, even though he be then in a position where, without efficient and peculiar aid, he must return to crime or die of starvation! We cannot consider him in the light of an ordinary claimant upon charity, and content ourselves with supply- ing his present need. Without employment, he must steal or coun- terfeit again ; 
he wil] inevitably return to the haunts of ruin, i] employ or trust him unless some responsibility intervenes, such as it is the object of the Prison Associa- tion to offer, Further than this - each benevolent Society must place limits upon its Operations. The Asylum for the Blind will not receive the deaf and dumb, though they may be equally unfortunate. ‘The Orphan House does not open its doors to the disabled sailor. The temark which has been made with regard to the special object of our efforts, and the offers of our Home, apply equally well to any other charity, and would equally put an end to all charity. According to these ingenious objectors, every institution should admit all classes of unfortunates ; and al] System and order, all apporti all provision for the infinitely various tastes anc those who undertake the care of the unfortunate, would be abolished and rendered useless. The object and effect of charitable institutions is to meliorate the woes that already exist; to take up the unfortu- nate or degraded classes of Society, and endeavor to aid them and to make them better; and to create classes who shall be fit recipients of their beneficence. We might challenge any one to show that a single individual had ever committed acrime in order to Secure aid from the Prison Association. ‘The class with which we have to do ae not so fond of the restraints of order and good morals as to lay Plans for enjoying our protection, Those who have no desire to reform do not come to us; and those whose desire to reform melts away before temptation, are always in great haste to be rid of us. hose who remain, are always those who are willing to try, at least. We come now to the notion that to assist the to return to the paths of virtue, is to interfere with This we shall’consider a valid 

te 

discharged conviet 
the ends of justice. objection when the law adds to its sen- nce of imprisonment a further penalty of eternal contempt-and dig-   
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trust, with their concomitants of starvation, misery, ve that by an 

continual re-commitment,. We contend, and can Proves | soaring 

ing the discharged convict in obtaining employmen's wt iutice, an 

his resolution of amendment, we are abetting the en justice 

saving the country the expense of a continued prison resi 
    

Tt is thus we arrive at the legitimate office of onviate in particulon 

i ischarged female 

All ihe secutty senuived by private benevolence before it Mere of 

the hand of Christian love and pity to the returning wanderers nn 

d by an institution where time and opportunity are a “n for 

cmple insight into the character of the discharged convict. « er gen 

i ity for usefulness, - 

oie once de oo selena, are wil esten here. The quiet regularity 

ote yell dee d home is brought to bear upon her erratic habits ; 

ora an tin lustry take the place of the disorderly idleness in 

which a oh "been reared 3 tules press upon her; motives are of. 

Tenet oe cncouragements for good behaviour are held out, with the 

saainty of discharge if she refuse to submit to due restraint, sre 

i ically on her good behavior ; for as her stay is en irely 

a fa the condition being conformity to rule and willingness 

te labor her nse of honor is called up, and she begins to be aware 

eek a pom r within her. Let those who know that fallen one, 

tne fennale toni tt, only by hearsay and prejudice, smile, ifthey will, 

te exe ‘ession of ours. We, who have had ample opportunity to 

ak + heart fo ourselves, know that even in that dark recess there 

rea Ie sak of what well deserves the name of honor ; something 

. ah ‘with hture and happy influences, may, in no small propor- 

me wnat s, prove to be the germ of something: still better. 

Fes ‘ eed, bs it et been our lot to encounter, who were destitute 

nea a d of hove In few is a desire to be respected, or evena 

fe ie of wo ant pride, entirely extinguished. Far from learning 

hn “rote of these unhappy creatures by frequent intercourse and 

aoe ee tion the more we see of them, the more we feel encour. 

need in the labor of restoration. They often ea by a They . 

s e distrust towards us still greater than ours towards them. ane 
ieve i i ndship ; they have not the le 

in “Hudnterested benevolence, Tt is singuler to see how keenly 
: i it takes, in some cases, 

tai v heir contilence. ” Bat when one they are convinced ; when the tain 
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suspicion of sinister design, which is but t happy lives, is dispelled, how quickly 
false pride melt away! Wh 
to meet them, as woman to 

he reflex of tneir own un- 
does their cunning reserve and en they once believe that we are come woman, in the sole hope of doing them good, their hearts are touched at once; and even though evil habit, ant hereditary ill-tendency, and the hankering after well-remembered companionship in revel and license, may crush the benign impulse, and seem to render abortive all our efforts and our hopes, we have learned, by experience, never to feel as if our labors had bee away. God only knows what is accom lowed to know, sometimes 

a fruitful seed remaining, 
time, as if to leave us no e 

n thrown 
plished ; but even we are al- » that when all seemed lost, there was stil] ready to spring up and bear fruit at an after xcuse for despair in any case. 

The direct and immediate effect of the religious services invariably performed at the Home on the Sabbath, is not always as obvious as we could desire, although some of marks of sensibility to religious influ 
the Home is hardly long enough to provement In this respect, when w 
of their lives has run counter to t 

the women evince occasionally, 
ence. The time of their stay at 
allow us to expect any great im- e consider that the whole current he new set of ideas and feelings which it is the object of preaching to implant and cultivate, It is difficult to engraft a spirit of humility cn a habit of defiance ; a sen- timent of reverence to God, upon a mind whose undisciplined impul- ses hay 

ol of respect for any one,    

      

       
  rk, both by human sympa- » and bya power of judicious adaptation of instrue- tion {o the rude and dark minds for which it is intended, 

Thus far we have Spoken in reply to objections sincerely urged against our enterprise in its general Character. We must now say a few words as to our own practical portion of it—the female derart- ment. When we would attempt to plead for the female cony are ready to ask a feather from an angel’ ‘cceptable a subject in itself so little at Gain the attention and sympathy of thos 

ict, we 
Swing! How else render 
tractive? How expect to 
who, having never been 
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tempted to quit the beaten path of rectitude, find it me vephere i 

that the poor, disgraced wanderer, to whom a priso atmospheres 

tural, and the society of felons wholly cungenial, ae 

voan on j ter? We might indeed count largely upon t e im 

alsive bens slence natural to most human hearts, if nothing inter 

Oe o cheek it flow; but society has, by general consent, fixed a 

Tt - dv hich benevolence is not expected to extend. Igno- 

ae ee t, and sorrow, and temptation, are legitimate calls 

7 upon. or tian mpathy, up to a certain point; if they lead the 

piso “loo all obligation ceases. “ Al] ye who enter here bid ope 

! fe vrewell ” might be the inscription over the entrance te ve f truth 

ws , i is concerned, they are, 

Peet “ Weed, fered ith instruments of physical torture, 
ubeties dens of the middle ages, but, like them, places in which to 

be forgot Tost: stricken from the rolls of humanity; given over 

oeition ithout a struggle or an effort. By some strange fallacy 
* perdition tion, a man who outrages all laws, divine and human, 

oS ‘lla sj ot of hope 3 he may serve out the dreary years of his 

i. a 1 re, and enter upon a new one afterwards, with fresh oppor 

tant on “an ken spirit. Why should it be so different in ne 
ee an? We concede that even a comparatively small fault 

ee mleous in the female character; this feeling is a spontaneous 

vest ny (let the seeming arrogance be pardoned!) to the superior 

restipony ‘h x. But when a woman, unsexed by baneful early 

oe once ° “Ted astray more through weak virtue than through in- 

wrntional ajekednecs, is drawn into crime by the cxeinple or eee 
‘of s to bring herself u 

ne natin of thee of the lead has she rightfully cast herself 

| oF from allele on human brotherhood? Punishments allotted to 

a inary *flences re usually of limited duration; is that of woman ‘e 

Oe com ved as awa ‘8 extending to the term of their natural lives? 

i thew i satisfied. with incarceration for one or we o a a 
: i a ishment for life? Forbid it, 

. ‘i set fd Se buanitet terbia we that secret sense of ill-desert, 

are deep in the heart of every one of us, in view of our accounte- 

vite to God, and our dependence on his mercy! 

We should be disposed to view the determined exclusion om ne 
7 i ; nmiti- female convict from the ordinary sympathies of the world as u 

    
         

    
    
    
    
      

    
    
   

a t 
gated and unjustifiable cruelty, if we looked upon it in the abstract, 
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   and simply as a question with re 

much observation and experience in the matter, practically, almost insuperable difficulties rise up vidual benevolence, when it would step forward discharged female prisoner, Without more opportunity for Study of character than is possible in most cases, the risk of receiving into the family a woman with the prison atmosphere sti)] thick about her, is too great to ask of any but Howards and Sarah Martins 3 and even those pioneer saints in this great cru confined their efforts to the melioration of the prisoner’s fate, keeping still inviolate the sanctity of their own homes, and leaving the further lot of those who outlived the prison horrors, to be provided for by another class of philanthropists. Eyen they would have been startled by a proposition to receive into their families the objects of their heaven-inspired care, This has been done, again and again, here in cur own land, our own city, by those whose good deeds ar blazoned to the world 5 but it is needs indeed a portion of the Ma 
aud the nobleness of Paul, for s 
benevolence requires some securi 

gard to society at large. But after 
we are aware that, 
in the path of indi- 
to the relief of the 

    

   
       

     

    
         

  

    
         

     

    

€ never what we can ask of very few. One ster’s spirit, and of the zeal of Peter uch works as these. But ordinary ty before it can receive the discharged female convict without a shudder of fear and disgust. It asks that some probation shall intervene between the prison and the family. Tr would know, and very reasonably too, whether some taint of disease may not have accompanied the prison inmate beyond the walls; and Whether there be sufficient desire or willingness for reformation to secure the unhappy penitent from the first temptations of liberty. * 
* * *% * * 

  

   

  

      

       

  

      

    

* 

Wholly incapable of Prolonged attention, ceptible of much good from short, easy, 
and though too generally unused to any a in prayer, it is certain that they are n degree in the devotion of others, offere This portion of the exercises 
Sionaries ; 

the women are yet sus- 
and affectionate discourses ; 
ttempt to lift up the heart ot incapable of joining in some din simplicity and earnestness, of the Home is conducted by City mis- to whom, and to all friends who kindly lend their aid in the good work of religious instruction among us, we would take this “portunity to express our gratitude. Without such assistance, an iuportant feature of our effort to reclaim the lost would be wanting ; md we would tender our especial acknowledgments to the Rey. C. ’ Darling, who holds a Bible class at the Home regularly on Tues- day evenings, much to the satisfaction, and, we have reason to hope, provement of the inmates, 

* 
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Next to these disinterested services In behalf of the women under 

our care, we would rank those of Dr. 

   

  

   

Josiah Hopper, 

to the bodily health of the family is always readily gi 

ever circumstances of inconvenience 

worthy of so good a cause. The kin 

to himself, with a perseverance 

ation which he evinces 
d consider 

gives additional value to his professional services. 

With regard to the doings of the 

the general accounts 0: 

few selections from our list of cases, 

a book of cases is faithfully kept by 

that can be of service, in forming our estimate of 

corded. 

the same year. seererree
rtrn 

Place
s found for. .+sere

ererertt’ 

Returned to their friendsS...eeeee
ere 

Sent to the hospital «e+ sere eeets 

Sent to the Magdalen Asylum ...+- 

Sent to the Rosine at Philadelphia. .seseeeeerrrert ey
es 

Left to find places for themselves. .+-seerererettt 
saveeeees 

Returned to evil COUMSES. sees acer eeer ett 

Remaining at the Home. .-++-++* 

From 25 of those for whom we 

hear good accounts 5 and with regat 

reason to think otherwise, although 

ful to write as we could wish. 

In closing this brief and im 

year, we beg to be al 

been able to communicate in 

tion which is firmly est 

an institution as the Home, 

plished by it, we may hope that Hit 

lowed a few words as to 

and the possibilities 

| Assemmiy 
   

   

         whose attention 

ven, under what-         

past year, we shall first present 

f receptions and discharges, and afterwards @ 

remarking, at the same time, that 

our matron, in which everything 

ee 

a 

er 

character, 18 Te 

Received at the Home from January Ist, 1848, to December, Ist, of 

123 

57 weeeseeeee® 

have been able to find places we 

for the undertaking the hearty support of the fr 

We have shown that the aid which suffices for 

his return to society +g not sufficient for the fernale 

is far more needy and desolate in every respect 5 in 

with female care and sympathy, must be the be 

d to many others we have no 

employers are not always as care’ 

perfect account of the doings of the past 

the future. If we have 

this Report even a portion of the convic- 

ablished in our own minds, of the need of such 

of good to be accom 

tle urgency is necessary iD asking 

iends of humanity. 

the male convict 08 

; that her condition 

short, that a Home 

ginning of her new 
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life. On ine. : . 

need not colanee involved in maintaining such an asylum, we 

from the public +t is vai vee. obvious that without generous support 

We may, however, be oT ora few individuals to wndertake the work. 

sid, that ‘all. that _ owed to assure those who do lend us their 

continue to be done ae can accomplish has been done, and will 

sanent we have pe ie Home. From the outset to the present 

and it is the opinion of oe ae eel eae in this respect, 

: . . re examined ou ‘ 

oes equally would hardly be possible to make y plats and their 

y efficient in any other way. mount 

  

   
         
     
      

       

    

       
      

   

    

of fans as 2 What we now requi 

i Par “ iivieney = provision “ means as would enable us tin. 

crease the y york-department ; to give such in i 

tour by thee we fit ven more and more to vetunerate the in. 
tng thei own livin m ile they are preparing themselves for earn- 

ing thea own mE onestly and respectably after they leave us 
we ask from the pee . such a contribution to our funds as will ive 

Vinced save aay ne a es we can—as useful as experience has com, 

vee as we may °. ur plans are so laid that a judicious expend- 

verformed ty our = Sure f° make large returns in future. The labor 

performed by our inmat s not only contributes to their reformation, but 

Fe renonsiders ne scarce lightens the expenses of their su sort 

case they ave ser ites to this end, and we venture to promige in 

vapentlinese pra ass to show, in the accounts of the present ea ” 

rapenares propor fonate increase in the productiveness of oun es. 
pishment May God incline the hearts of those to whom hi 

e good things of this world to give liberally of their ab na und- 
ance to reclaim and restore those who must otherwise be left to perish 
: 
m degradation and despair . 

     

       

       

               

         

     

       
      
      
            

           

         
         
      

      

  

CAROLINE M. KIRKLAND ’ 
Cor. See’y, 

  

      
      

  

here ar y many cases of exceedin i i rrated T e€ " 4 s z interest that might be na 

One person was an inmate of the Home more than a year liv edi he 3 tiv! im the 

fami} y of a clergyman one 
. 

year, returned t . 

lime, went to learn a trade. , o the Home, and, in a short 
     

  

    
    
       

   
       

   
   

  

¢ She fulfilled hi eee er engage 1 

ees wren per instructor reported her ae ae ot the ben 
Ion ane exer Bs ran competent to work for any body. She fol 
ene short time, when she married a seafaring ma’ i 

g preparations for house-keeping in the spring mand 

J. Mc 

    
   
      
    

    

    
     has lived with an excellent family in this city for tw ° 
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in the fam 

years past 5 she is a quiet, orderly person, much esteemed in 

ily, and exceedingly neat and capable. 

was brought to the Home by a member of the Commit 

ho found her in the street in great distress, she having arn 

nthe 
ing i : ns, 

in the city a few days previous, and being in search her ve io: ; 

™ ing} i reat joy 0 
i to assist her, to the g 

__ was untiring in her efforts ry to | 

oe parties She eft the Home after expressing; 1n the strongest 

0 . 

terms, her gratitude for favors received. 

M. M 

Thirteen women have been sent from the Home . the State o 

Connecticut. Two of this number have returned to ne 2 

disposed, and gone to her mother ; the other, being fe e x ime eh 

could not be recommended to a family. She was g ny ate 

proprieties, and, considering her past life, it was we Oe aed con 

sen ne eto aa ee uae ae eesave hot in charge. She 
satisfaction of tl y 

Ac a of Pemmeyivania, and was in Sing Sing prison several 

years. 

B. S-—, from Blackwell’s Island, bas been one of our me 

She was several times committed to the Island, anc 2 

na an inmate of the Home, where she remained several months, 

pee ato’ Flushing. After six months she returned to 

when a home was secured to her in New-York, ner fe 

ducted herself well for ten months, but her health being d eli ; ; 

she was advised to take a place in the country, in the family © 

less cases. 

then went to a place in 

us again, 

i b 

Jergyman he has done remarkably well ; the fay are mm 

att > her. 
i railed upon 

attached to her, and she to them, and they have preval P 

to go to Michigan, where they reside. 

E——, a native of England, 28 years of age, made application 

Ne 
She was miserably clad and in a state 

i si 

of desperation went to the Tombs and asked to be comm a 

' i ly child to Randalls Island. 
onths, first sending her on Rar AM 

expiration of her sentence she made application and was receivel 

i t, Ww 
i 7 vas sent to a place in Connecticut, ' 

the Home, and in a week was 
whee 

she is considered invaluable. The gentleman with whom she ee 
. ; ex: 

proprietor of a Cotton Factory, owning a Tow of houses i 

ressly for those in his employment ; and so industrious was — 

that the lady bad commenced preparations for her keeping house 

to be received into the Home. 
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one of these cottages. She was to be employed in the factory and 

to have her child. She came to the city, visited Randall’s Island, 
and learned the sad news of her child’s death. She grieved deeply 

but with a strength of mind unlooked for in one in her circumstances, 
she lifted herself up and decided to return to her good home and kind 

protectors, where she remains, giving great satisfaction. The gen- 

tleman has visited the Home within a few weeks and made a donation 
of two dollars. 

With the two exceptions alluded to, we might give an interesting 

and encouraging account of all who have gone into the State of Con- 

necticut, but perhaps it would occupy more time in the reading than 
would be desirable. We will add, however, that one has been in 

her place nearly two years, and bears an excellent character ; an- 

other nine months; another eight, and several from four to six 

months, all satisfied and giving satisfaction. 

H.M , has been living on Long Island and in the same place 

nearly three years; the family where she resides considering her a 

prize. She had been in habits of intoxication and worse for years ; 

bad been on Blackwell’s Island many times, and it has been re- 

| marked by those who know her, that she has undergone a most re- 

markable change. 

HW. A , anotorious drinker, spending much of her time on 
Blackwell’s Island by means of repeated commitments; when first 

received but little hope was entertained even by the most sanguine 

that she could be restored to a better life. She has been three years 

under care, during that time she has been mostly employed at gene- 

ral housework, and at one time left $15 of her money in charge of 

the Matron of the Home. She has called several times to report 

herself as doing well, and often expresses her gratitude to those who 

have befriended her. Her employers give her an excellent charac- 

ter; and the same might be said of several others. 

N. A——, tailoress, residing on Long Island, was committed to 

the Tombs because she was so much behind hand in paying her 
board, having found it impossible to earn enough to raise the amount. 

She had taken work, and upon being pressed for her board, was in- 

duced to put the work in pawn, expecting a brother from Philadel- 
phia, who she believed would redeem it. He did not, however, 
arive at the expected time, and her employer calling for the work  
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and failing to receive it, had her committed. She was reommenaet 

to the Home by Miss Foster, Matron at the Forbes con ned wel 

and is in a place where the femily speak highly of her. 
was restored to the owner by paying the pawn. 

A number of letters from employers and inmates of the Home are 

here presented. 

December 4th. 
To 

Dear Madam : 
At the request of W. A , L write to you, and enclose one olen the 

amount loaned by youtoher. She wishes me to express heen ser 
the same. You doubtless feel an interest in the welfare of a ; ree “ 

whom you have been instrumental in finding places ; I woulc ie 

. far with A. ’s services, anc fore say we are ‘vell] pleased thus ‘ M 

recommend your institution to those of our acquaintances Who ae : 
eed ofhelp. A Mrs. C , in this neighborhood, will, I think, n : . 

wo. ‘shes 
make application to you in the Spring, if not before. A wis 

. . ind: 
to express her gratitude to yourself, Miss W., and Miss F., for kin 

nesses received. 
* * * KKK 

From the women themselves we frequently receive letters) and ne 
shall present a few passages extracted for the sake of shewing 
their state of feeling usually is. 

August 1st. 
ar Madam : ee aan with your request, [ wish to inform yu ol ‘ oy 

particulars in regard to myselt B mee vom the day I en " 

j nd arrived here at about 4 o’clo 

Home, ta very well satisfied with my place, and have purchase 

a new dress, bonnet, and gloves, so that Iam able to atten et t 
every Sabbath. All my own relations are Methodists, a oral 5 

them professors in that connection ; and it seemed aa ee ween 

me to go where I was accustomed to go. My peal os ie 
very good since I came here, with one or two Stet oe a vot 
Enclosed you will find a letter which you were so goo nm ayy 

would send to my brother-in-law. I hope it will not ma . y ver all 
much trouble. I shall be very grateful, not only for this, bu 
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your other kindness. Mrs. © desires me to present her respects to you, and say that you could not have sent her one who more nearly answers her wishes. 

ee eH KR HR 

Sepiember 22nd. Dear friends : 

Tam glad that you were all well when Mrs, wrote tome. I got the letter this morning, and I got my trunk this evening, and I am very much obliged to Mrs, The lady I live with has been very sick, but is getting better; and both she and the gentleman have given me presents. The lady is going to New York next Mon- day, and she will bring the Bible to me if you can send it to No. 34 —— street. Another lady here wishes a girl from the Home, but does not want a Catholic, because there is no Catholic church here. She is a nice good lady. Give my love to all at the Hall. 
*¥e HH K 

Dear Miss: 
I take this opportunity to let you know that my health continues good, and that I received a few lines from the Home dated April 16th felling me that my daughter was then in very good health and hap- py. * * * * * Tlike my place very well, and they seem to like me, and are well satisfied with my work. sorry M— did not go to Mrs —— she would h and Mrs 

for her * 

I am 
ave an excellent place, says she would be glad to have her and do whatis right * * * * This is a lovely place here; there is a lovely landscape before me, and this is a blessed sabbath aflernoon. As I look out upon the green hills, T feel happy. Sun- day is a day of rest to me, * * * * This is an ex- cellent family from the oldest to the youngest member of it. Work Bees on regular, and there is no hurry, scurry all the time, and since the house cleaning is over I cannot complain of hard work. When my work is done I can rest myself, and it encourages me when I see them al} satisfied with me, * * * * I dont forget that you have been my steady kind friend for two years. * * * * * * 

May 12. Dear Miss W: ry 
I got here very safe, and Iam well and very contented. TI like the place and the folks very much. It is a beautiful place, I have  
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had a very bad thumb for two weeks, I thought I must lose it in spite 
of all I could do; but it is better now, so that I can go to work again. 

I feel uneasy till I hear from yon. 
Give my love to and and tell Mrs Tam very thank- 
ful for the place she has given me. I desire my love to all at the 
Home. * * * * * * 

* * * * 

June 2d. 
My pear, coop, KIND FRIEND Miss W: 

T take this opportunity of writing to you, hoping to find you in good 
health, as I am present. J got the few lines that you were so kind 

as to write me. You told me not to be uneasy to come down to 
New-York; J do not think of going down till next Spring. I try to 

make myself content and happy with my lot. I have plenty of hard 

work here, and plenty to eat and drink of the best, and a good bed to 
rest on, and no one to fret or scold me ; and so you see Miss W—I 
sing and work and pass away the time. You often said there was 

not a lazy hair on my head ; and indeed hard work is no trouble to 

me when no body worries me. I shall try and do all in my power 

to please you and the ladies. * * * * Give my 

love to and and tell them I wish they all had as comforta- 
ble a place as Ihave got. But as Miss—— said, the first thing is 
getting a place, and the next is the keeping of it, and that is what I 

try to do. * * * Tell Mr. Hopper if he could get that 

money from it might go, for the benefit of the Home, for 
it is too bad to leave it in his hands when I had earnt it so hard. It 

is four dollars and a half. * * * * * * 

July 19. 

I had intended writing before this, but have put it off from week 

toweek, * * * * Mr. and Mrs. L. were here a few evenings 

since, and wished Mr. T. to write to the Home for help. Mr, T. 

says it isan excellent place for a girl, and I hope you will send 

It is a good place for girls. S. B.is well; I see 

her often ; she lives next house tome. * * * * Mrs. 'T. made 
me 8 present of a nice bible on the 4th of July. * * * * I wish 

to thank the ladies for their kindness to me, which I shall not for- 
et, * * * * 

(From the Rosini.) 

them a good one. 

Philadelphia, D ec. 3d. 
Dean Frienp— 

With unfeigned gratitude I write afew imperfect lines to you, and 

to ail for your kindness to me. Iam quite happy here. My bodily 
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mus are supplied with kindness, and my spiritual wants cared for ; ough the kindness of you T was snatched as a brand fram the fire. a in tlis happy asylum, where, when three month ; on ee my church, and in six months T am free. Tam learning ¥ ak i es me ing. My health is good at present, and Iam happy to let yon now that Margaret is well. * #* * By my good behavio qT sope to repay you. Tknow that is all you require, and all I can give for all your kindness to me. Tell Mr —T wil try to 
ve fe 

. re- member the last advice he gave me, to be a good Christian " * or OFFICERS 
Lhe F the Memale Department of the Prison Association of New- Yorke, 1849, _ Directress—Miss Catusnine M. Sepewiex. ( $ Mrs. Saran Doremus. 

Treasurer, Mrs. Ayna I. HW. Fircy . 
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Amount brought forward, ......, 
Proceeds of a picture presented by a friend, an Abby H. Gibbons, purchased by Mr. Aue 

ham, . 
Lee 

    

    
     

Whole number received into the Home from its commencement in 

1845, to the Ist January, 1849, was 445, viz: In 1845, 107; in 

1846, 126; in 1847, 99, and in 1848, 123. The following table 
' shows, as far as is known, their disposition : 

rr oe eae eee 

    

  

  

    

   
    

   
   
    

    

  

  

   

  

  
   

   

  

  

  

    

  

   

  

        
  

j Balance on hand last year,.... see wees 
i 1845. | 1846. | 1847. | 1848. | Total. Teves 

—}.—_ — 
| Found situations for,........ 2.05 sees 25 | 66 } 27 | 57 | 1% 
{ Returned to their friends,.........- eel oe 7 5 8 20 . Expenditures. 

| “ to evil courses, .......0see0] «. | 14 | 15'| 21 50 Provisons and fuel, oo 0.2.0.0, 
i Left without permission, ............] .. 1 Si... 9 Clothing, ......00., en . Sent to the Hospital,....... eeeeeeeee{ oe | 91 13) 9] 31 Working materials, .... tite eeeeay 

& Magdalen, .......0.00005- ee fies fies 2 2 Household arti Peete seca nace tee 

| “ House of Refuge,......0.-| +. 1} ..].. 1 ‘ articles, ee. el, 
| «© Tombs, (deranged,)........| 2. J se | Tf .. 1 Travelling expenses, ...... . ‘“ Colored Home, .........- we de 1]... 1 Medicine, .... Tot te eee. 

“ Rosine Institution, Philadel.j .. 4) .. | .. 7 2 2 Salaries. . TT tee tee eee tesco, 
Left to find places for themselves,.....] .. 2 9 2 13 Paid D Dates senses eae teens 
Discharged for improper conduct, ..... oe] lp.d.. 1 T. Russ, (loan)... ., be ceceeees 

“ not being proper subj. for the Postage and stationery, ...., 
Home, .... eee eee eee eee vessel + | 3 |. : 3 Carpenter’s bill,....,..,, seececeee. 

Remaining at present at the Home, 22. Hope Chapel, .....00...0.. ecees 
  Printing, advertising, &c, 

Concert,. 2... 
prance 

  

   TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE HOME. Balance on hand een , eee aces 

      
   
   

     

    

    
   

    

    

          

   
   

  

    
    

  

   

      
   

   

Receipis from January 1, 1848, to January 1, 1849. 

$624 06 

126 00 

339 20 

Audited, 

Donations, oc. ev cee cece ccce cece cece cae ceeesnee 

Subscriptions,. ... cee eee cece cee cece ete ceetes 
Work, ... cece cece c eee c cee er ee nete wees esos nae 

Donations ry Casu, 
By Mrs. Caroline MM. Kirkland. 

> a 

  

Stove, .....e00. Seeder ee cette e neat eeee eens 

: Money returned by inmates, ......0 0 cere cee e cee os 
   By Mrs. T. £. Do 

Mr, Lane, letter 
R.L. and A. Stuart, be eeee eee Mrs, Banyer and Miss Tay, res 

   

   
Amount carried forward, .... cece cece eens eens 

Ce 

    

oem eras 

POO e dt mee ese neces 

d through 

stus Gra- 

fee eee 

$820 24 

87 46 

60 04 

59 56 

65 95 

1 82 
357 50 
50 00 

4 20 

9 06 

15 88 

29 25 

Appropriation from the prison association,........4.4- 50 00 Mrs. E. C. Gould 
Part proceeds of charade party, 1... sees cece ceeees 5 00 Mrs. Elihu Tow ne ees vee eeees oe 
Bequest by the late Mrs. Margaret Martin, .......... 10 00 Mrs. Bellows msend, ........., Hh ener eeee cece 
Concert, through the kindness of Mr. D. D. Griswold,. 325 50 Several Friends, . 1 ster ec eeeae th eee cee ccen neces 
Lectuze by Mr. L. F. A. Buckingham,..........00. 66 26 HEM, Prancie » (Trenton) ve, 
Board, cee cece cece eee cnet eee e rece ecenae oe eee 13 06 Mr. Elihu Townsend, tee cece eees 

a 

      
§ 

20 00 

109 82 
—. 

$16,987 81 

   
   

  

1,693 81 
_—_——— 

$4 00 

    

JOHN D. RUSS, M. D. 
JAMES S. GIBBONS. 

$5 00 
10 00 

1 00 

7 00 

2 00 
10 00 

5 00 
10 00 
30 00 

  

  

 



Mr. William Watt, ..ccsecervcencsececscecncceeses 

Mr. E. C. Gillelan, 

Richardson, Watson & Co.,. 

J.& J. Stuart, 

were e wenn etas 

Oe ee 

Boiceau Busch, 
William Ingles & Co., 

Cash, I. G.,....... 
A Friend, 

Laurence, Trimble & Co.,.........0- scenes ee eee ee 

Beals, Bush & Co.,.....eccceeeee 

By Mrs. Esther Mead. 

Mr. G. W. Shields, ......00 cce- eee 

Mr. Bleecker, firm of Bleecker & Outhout, ....... 

Egleston & Battel,...... 
Mr. Gerard Stuyvesant 
Mr. Jessup, 

By Mrs. Emery. 

Mr. Augustus Graham, .... eee eeee eee ceee tenes 

Mr. John Grabam, (annual,).... 

By Miss C. M. Sedgwick. 

Mr. Gerrit Smith, .... ccc cee cee cere cece cc ee ees 

Mrs. Chambers,........... . 

A Friend,....... 

By Mrs. James Beatty. 

A Friend, 

A Friend,.... 

Mr. Dennis Harris, .......... seen sees 

Mr. Trusk,..... vaecees eescesaes 

wee sen aces 

permet eoee esse naccan 

memes ee seve aeeneccns 

Cr ry 

By Mrs. Freeman Hunt. 

Mr. Freeman Hunt,. ..... cc cece cece cece cece cennee 
Mr. Robert Dillon, . 

Mrs. Freeman Hunt,,.....-. .ceeseeeeeeess 

Mr. B. Flanders, through Mrs. Freeman Hunt, 

By Mrs. Abbey H. Gibbons. 

Mr. Charles W. Wharton, (Philadelphia,} ........ 0.0 

Hoon. John Duer,. .000 cccaccce cone neenseeencecenes 
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10 00 

10 00: 

10 00 

10 00 
10 00 

10 00 

10 00: 

2 00 

3 00 

10 00 

5. 00 

10 00 

2 00 

j 00 
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By Isaac T. Hopper. 
Miss Loring, 
Mr. G. E. Baker, .... 
Mr. Cyrus Curtis, 

By Mrs. E. Hicks. 
Three Friends, .... 

Mrs. Manning, ....... 

By Amy Hawkshurst. 

Mrs. Mary Trimble, .. seen 
The Female Association, by Amy Hawkshurst and Han- 

nah Underhill, 

Ce ee reece 

By Mrs. Mey s S. Weod. 

Anna,...... 00.8, 

By ‘Miss Wood. 

Mr. Fowler, 
A Friend,. 

By Mr. Reed, 
Mr. Hugh Dunn 

Mr. Cronkhite 

By one of the Committee. 
Mr. Marcus Spring 

Mr. E Tweedy 

Tiss CG. M, Sedawiek. 

Mr 

Pequest st of the late Mrs. Margaret Martin. 

ie procec:!s of Mr. Buckingbam’s s lecture was a donation 
from Mr. Freeman Hunt 

dla P. Brewn 
i 

a ras 
Fiom Wager Hull, 1 box soap, 1 do. candles.   
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DONATIONS IN GOODS. 

By Mrs. T. C. Doremus. 

4 box of starch from Mr. Burkhalter ; needles, from Mr. Bates; 1 

piece muslin and thread from Nelson & Grayden; from Mr. T. C. 

Doremus, $10, which were included in proceeds of lecture ; also, $10 

in dry goods. From the Ladies’ Bible Society, 6 Bibles. Books for 

the library from the Tract Society. 

By Mrs. Jas. Beatty. 

1 diaphram filter from Mr. Gibson ; 1 bushel dried apples from 

Barnes & Mackey ; 20 Ibs. bacon, by Davis and Elliot ; 1 bag coffee 

from Jas. Beatty & Co.; 8 pairs of shoes from Mr. Trask ; 6 pairs of 

India rubbers from E. C. Buck ; 1 piece calico from E. B. Freeman. 

By Mrs. C. M. Kirkland. 

1 box of clothing from several friends (Trenton, New-York) through 

Mr. Guiteau. 
1 box clothing. 

By Miss Hawkshurst. 

1 piece muslin from Mrs. Trimble ; 1 piece domestic muslin from 

Migat & Conklin ; 1 piece Canton flannel from Miss Amy Hawks- 

hurst. 
By Mrs. Emery. 

3 pieces muslin ; 1 piece red flannel from Mr. Augustus Graham. 

By 
From Mr. D. D. Howard, Irving House, 5 Turkeys; 1 Ham; a 

large piece of corned beef; 1 roasting beef, vegetables, and 1 barrel 

of apples, and rice. 
The New-York Tribune, through the kindness of Mr. H. Greely. 

Several donations in cash and goods have been received, but not in 

time for this report. They shall be acknowledged in the next. 

Books and paper from S. 8S. & Wm. Wood. 

Life Subscribers. 

Mrs. Douglas Cruger Mrs. David Codwise..... $10 
Mrs. W. H. Emery...... 10 Mrs. Chas. E. Butler..... 10 

Subscribers’ Names. 

Mrs. T. C. Doremus.... $2 00 Mrs. Manning.......+- 
Mrs. Abbey H. Gibbons. 2 00 Mrs. More... .eeeee- 
Mrs. A. T. Stewart.... 2 00 Mrs, Alsop..... sseees 
Mrs. Dan’] ¥. Townsend 2 00 Mrs. Henry Sedgwick.. 
Mrs. Cronkheit........ 2 00 Mrs. W. H. Emery.... 
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Mrs. Alfred Hall...... $2 00 Mrs. Peter Taylor...... 
Miss Lynes.......+-.. 2 Mrs. O. Haggerty ....- 
Mrs. IDG. seco ces Mrs. Augustus Wetmore 
Mrs. Edward Telfair... . Mr. Cooper eae 
Mrs, John Whiting..... Miss Angeline Strong... 
Mrs. Hannah Hopper... Mrs. Freeman Hunt.... 
Miss Robbins Mrs. E Mitchell....... 
Mrs. Wm. C. Bryant... Miss Margaret Corlies.. 
Mrs. Demming....... Mrs. Hannah Haydock.. 
Mrs. Cooper-+-+.. Mrs, Stebbins........- 
Miss Curtis Mrs, Strong........ $2) 
Mrs. Mead ee Mrs, A. J. HW. Fitch. | 

2
 

Mrs. F. W. Edmonds... 2 00 Mrs. Chas. P. Clinch 2 
Miss Sedgwick 3 Mrs. Anzelot Knight 2 
Mrs. Flanders......... 6 00 Mr. John F. Mitchell... 
Mrs. Barston. .....00+- 5 00 Chas. W. Wharton, Phil. 
Mrs. Cleveland........ 3 00 

S 
a
d
v
a
n
c
e
d
 

& 

S 
Sl

as
t 

ye
ar
 

Subscriptions and Donations from 22d Dec., 1846, to 1st Jan. 1848. 

Bruse & Elliott........ $10 00 
Bridge, John 20 
Broom, § 50 
Bruce, George........ 25 
Bush, J.. 5 
Bull, Wm. G.. wees 10 
Bussing, E. J 5 
Butler, B. F 20 
Butler, C 5 
Bussing, E. & J 5 
Bowen, McNamee 

Angel, J... eee eee cee 
Astor, Wm. B 
Atterbury, S... 
Austin, David. ....... 
Baker, JI.G. & E 
Bartlett, FE 
Banycr, M......- 
Barrow, Thos 
Barclay, Anthony 
Belmont, A “ 
Benedict, A....ee eee 
Beebee & Brothers 

owne, Wm 
Brooks, Sidney 
Brown, James 
Brown, Stewart 
Bronson,  
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Cash vs seserree sees $5 00 
10 00 
5 00 
5 00 

3 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 

10 00 
5 00 
3 00 
5 00 

10 00 
- 16 00 

5 00 
2 00 

- 10 00 

Coller, R. H. W.& G.. 
Curtis, G 
Chichester, Miss 

Chamberluin, Wa. 
Chauncey, ii. 

Dawson, Wm... . 
Deming, Thomas.....- 
Demilts, Miss. . 
Delmonico .....25 2005 
De Rhun, W.C..... 

5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
3 00 

5 60 
5 06 
1 00 
5 00 
5 00 
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Depuyster, F....eeee- 
Dibbin, Richardson 
Dillon, R. J 
Dillon, Robert 

Dinsmore, W.B... 
Douglass, Wm 
Draper, S.... eee 
Draper, Warren & Mon- 

tard. 
Dugan, John S 
Earle, Porter & Collins. . 
Engs, P. i 2 
Easton, N. 
Farrand, red 
Fearing, C.N 
Fish, Hamilton........ § 
Flanders, B..... cence 
Felger, B. W 
Foster, James, jun..... 
Fox, Livingston 
Fox & Polhemus...... 
Freeland, J... 0.6. eee 

Gebhard, 
Gordon & Palbot 
Goodhue, James 
Gourlie, J. H 

Gregory, D. 
Graham, J. B 
Grosevenor,S.... 
Grant & Parton. .....- 

Hale & Hal ] 

Hall & Francis........ a 
Hemersley, J 

HL. .. 
Halsted, Wr m. M. 
Hadden, D., & Sons. 
Wall, J. L. 

Haggerty, Ogden, 
Hoadly, ? helps & Co... 
Harmony, P., & Nephews 
Hendricks, Mrs, ee eeee 
Hendricks, Miss....... 
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Herring, Silas C... 

Hicks, “é sete eens 
Hilger & Co 
Hopkins, Lb... 
How, 

Hubbard, A... 2... 
Hunt, G 

Hunts, Thomas. . 
Hurlbut, 
JUL A 

Johnson, H..... 20. wee 

Johnston, John... 
Jones, James J 
Jones, Walter R... 
Jones, 8. T 

Kenrevs & Sampson. . 
Keadrick, Davis & Co... 
Knapp & Shepard 
Lawrence, 

Leads, Samuel cette eee 
Leonard, MG. 
Leupp, «. M.. 
Long, Davenport. 
Lord, Rufus L 
Lord, Haynes 
Low, HA 
McBride, James 
McCurdy, Aldrah & Spen- 

COP. eee eee eee 
Minturn, Robert B... 
Morgan, H.R 
Mortis, Robert iW 
Mitehcl, Cr 

Nevins, R. H 
Newton, J 
Noble, Joba 

Cikley. D., & Ce 
Oclridis & Kruker..... 
Oly phant, D.W.C 
Cothout, "John. ereee 

o++-$25 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 

10 00 
20 00 
10 00 
5 00 
5 00 

10 00 
5 00 
5 00 

25 00 
20 00 

s+. 25 00 
5 00 

10 00 
5 00 

20 CO 
25 00 

5 00 
5 00 
3 00 

25 00 
- 10 00 

25 00 
5 00 

25 00 
5 00 

15 00 

20 00 

10 00 
5G 00 
1U UO 
10 09 

Ju CO 
50 i) 

15 60 
5 00 

10 GO 
- 23 GO 

5 Ov 
16 00 
25 00 
20 00 

Oothout, Wm 
Owen, Tv, see 
Palmer, John. J 
Parmly, yd. 
Pell, F 

Perkins, D 
Phalon, J 

Phelps, L. Dodge. 
Polhemus, Jobn 
Quincy, Delapum. . 
Ray, Robert 
R. & Brothers 
Rhinelander, Wm. C, 
Riggs, Elisha 
Rogers, Wm. C....,. 
Roosevelt, C. & So... 
Roosevelt, 

Russell, Wm. C 
Byler, E. 
Sampson, Joseph 
Sands, David 
8. 
Schieffelin, S. 
Schieffelin, S. B 
Schieffelin, UL M 
Schermerhorn, P 
Schermerhorn, Miss 
Schragg, Koop & Co. 
Se ‘huchardt, 

Shagaray, Ww. D.. 
Sheman, B. B.. 

Smith, J. 
Smith, Jo... cee ee 
Smith, UL. J 
Sherman, B.M 
Sturges ° donati ze u 

sid 

Spencer, Wi Heuhee- 

Spercer, Vein. hse t 
Stevens, Joe lee 
Sullivan, Ch hs... 
Swift & Lu: 

‘Tappan, MeN aes 
Telkersph,'T: 
Thompson, «| oun J.  



Thayer, Mr.....-- 
Titus, James 
Townsend, S. Clarke... 
Tweedy, E. B.......-- 
Tweedy, Edmund.....- 
Underwood, J. A....- 
Van Nest, Abm 
Van Nostrand, James... 
Van Renssellaer, J...-- 
Vermilye, Wm. M 
Ww. B.S... 
Ww. 5s 
Walker, Joseph 
Walsh, Mallory & Co.. 
Weeks & Co . 

Wells, F. W....-s0> 
Wesson, D 
West, E. T 
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Wetmore, P. M.....- 
Wetmore, C. & H....- 
Wetmore, A. R 
Wheeler, E..-. 
White, W. A. 
White, T....-. 
White, Ei ......- 
Whiting, A.....e+: aoe 
Winslow, T. S...+.ee 
Winslow, R. H.....--- 
Wight, Sturges T....++ 
Wilson, C.&. D.M.... 25 00 

Wolfe, J. De..see eens 25 00 
Wolfe, Gillespie....--+ 
Wood, William... 
Woolsey, E. 8... 
Wyeth, L. J...--++- 
Zimmerman, J.C...-- 

Miscellaneous. 

New York Stock and Exchange Beard, per C. Gould...., $100 00 

Troy, (N. Y¥.,) received from friends, the balance to con- 

stitute the Rev. D. Beeman an honorary life member of 

the Executive Committee..... 

received in part, do do 

37 50 

to constitute the Rev. Mr. 

Andrews do dow. cece cece aren cece cere eceeceee rest 18 00 

Poughkeepsie, (N. Y.,) received from friends, to constitute 

the Rev. H. G. Ludlow an honorary life member of Ex- 

ecutive Committee... cece eee sees eee neers sae coes 

Waterbury, (Ct.,) do Rev. Mr. Elliott, do 

do do. do Rev. J. S. Clark, do. 

do Rev Mr. Searles, do 
do received from J. Parlar 

Meriden, do 
° do 

Wallingford, do do “ 

Catskill, (N. Y.,} do 
do do do 

do 
do 

Collections 0 in Presbyterian 

church, Columbiaville. ..cecseeaseecessersceecseces 

454 00 
32 50 
50 00 
39 00 

Atwater,Josh. 

Day, S.S.... $10 00 
Cash... . eens 10 00 

15 00 

20 00 

10 00 Corning, E... 
10 00 Prentiss, E. P. 

20 00 

y 8. 
Mitchell, M.. 
Tobery, 5S. W. 
VnDusen,HB 5 00 

5 53 

1 
ed Nae 
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Hudson, (N. Y») Collection in Baptist church, Hudson 
o do 1 5 00 Fairchild, J. W.... 

Murdoch, C....... 
Reed, Mrs 
Seymour & Co.,G.E. 

do do do 
do do do 
do do do 

10 00 
10 60 
10 00 

5 00 Poughkeepsie, (N. Y.,) received from Emott, J 
0 do do “ r, M. 25 00 Vassar, M. 

Paterson (N. J.;) 

do do d 
390 

do 3 

J 
1 

0 

de Danforth,C 
Prime, Mr. 

0 
00 
00 
00 

35 00 

30 00 

9 00 

Subscription \ ptions and Donations from 1st Jan’y 1848 to 1st Jan’y, 1849, 

sees $10 00 
0 

weet soe 

Alsop, J. W 
Bartow, S.. . 
Bartlett, Edw’d.... 
Benedict, A....... . 
Benedict, E. C, : 

Bird, Gee... 
Blanco, R.... 
Blunt, J. & W.J. Buck 
Boker, Herman... .. 
Boorman, R....ee. 2 
Bridge, John. . 
Brady, J. T.......... 10 00 
Brevoort, J, Carson... 25 00 
Bronson, Mrs. H..... 25 00 
Brown, James 100 00 
Brown, Stewart...... 20 00 
Town, G.L......... 5 00 

Bruce, George....... 25 00 
Burder, Win... ... 5 00 Bull, Win. Gl.225) 5 00 
ur, Edwin, . 
ushnell, O 

5 00 
10 00 
25 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 

25 00 

ee evens 

oem eeee 

ey 
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Parker, Charles, 
Wood, William. 

Life Members of the Association, 

Troy, N.Y. 
Rev. Dr. Beeman. 

Hudson, N.Y, 
Rev. Mr. Darling. 

Pokeepsie, N. Y. 
Rev. H. G. Ludiow. 

Meriden, Conn. 
Rey. G. W. Perkins. 

by payment of twenty-five dollars and. 
upwards. Those marked (*) are deceased. 

New-York. 
Alsop, J. W. 
Aspinwall, W. H. 
Astor, W. B, 
ustin, David. 

Barclay, Anthony. 

New-York. 
Leupp, Chas. M. 
Lord, Rufus L. 
Lorrillard, Jr., Peter. 
McBride, Jas. 
McCoun, Wm. T.  



ona 
IM 

  

Le
 
a
y
a
a
 

er
ie
r 

en
 

am
an
! 

      

New-York. 
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New-York. 
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Wolfe, John D. 
Woolsey, E. D. 

Troy, N. Y. 
Andrews, Rev. Mr. 

Salisbury, Herkimer Co. 
Burrell, H. 

Brooklyn, L. I. 
Pacher, Wm. S. 

Pokeepsie, N. Y. 
Vassar, M. 

Connecticut. 
Clark, Rev. J. S. Waterbury. 
Elliott, Rev. Mr. do 
Searls, Rev. Mr., Meriden. 

207 

REPORT OF | THE COMMITTEE TO VISIT CLINTON PRISON. 

James H. Titus, on behalf of the Committee, presented the follow- 

ing report. 

The undersigned, of the Committee appointed by this Association 

to visit Clinton prison, beg leave to report that they proceeded, on the 
9th of October last, to Clinton Prison, and, on their arrival, were 

courteously and freely received by George Troupe, Esq.,the warden, 

and introduced to the various keepers and officers under him, by all 
of whom they were treated, during a visit of five days, with gratifying 
attentions, and with entire frankness. 

From the freedom of action allowed the Committee, and the facili- 
ties for investigation afforded by the warden and all the officers of the 

prison, the undersigned were able to perform the duties incumbent 
upon them with much satisfaction to themselves, and they trust in a 

manner which may prove acceptable to the Association and beneficial 
to the prisoner. 

The number of convicts in the prison at the time of the Committee’s 
visit was one hundred and forty three. The sentence of one expired 
at that time, and he was delivered under a warrant from the Governor 
of this State to the wardens of the Charlestown prison upon a requisi- 

tion by the Governor of Massachusetts. Three additional convicts 

were received during the Committee’s visit. Your Committee had 
personal interviews with each prisoner separately, and made tabular 
records of their names, offences, term of sentence, date of sentence, 

number of times convicted, age, color, place of nativity, habits of life ; 

religious instruction, trade or oecupation, education, parents, children, 
counties where convicted, plea of guilty or not guilty, number of times 
punished since in prison. 

One hundred and twenty-one of the prisoners were convicted for 

offences against property. Of this number, sixty were for grand lar- 
ceny ; thirty-seven for burglary ; eight for petit larceny, 2d offence ; 

fifteen for forgery ; one for horse stealing. Twenty two were con- 
victed for offences against persons. Of this number, eight were for 
assault and battery, with intent to kill; four for manslaughter ; four 
for highway robbery ; three for arson; two for bigamy ; five for rape ; 
one for murder, .  
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One hundred and eight were in prison on first conviction, twenty- 

nine on second conviction, and six on third conviction. The term of 
the sentences of seventy-six of the prisoners range from two to five 
years ; forty-three from five to ten; twenty from ten to filteen years; 

one for twenty-five years ; two for twenty years, and one for life. 

One hundred and thirty-three of the prisoners are white, eight are 
black, and two are Indians. 

Forty declared they had been temperate in their habics. Fifty- 
seven acknowledged that they had been intemperate, and many of that 
number attributed their present unfortunate condition to that evil 
habit. Forty-six represented themselves to have been moderate 
drinkers. 

Ninety-one professed to have received religious instruction in early 
life. Fifty-two declared that they never enjoyed that advantage. 

Twelve were found unabie to read ; twenty-two could read only. 

One hundred and nine could read and write. Ninety-eight of the 

whole number are native born ; forty-five are of foreign birth. 

Ninety-four acknowledge their guilt. Forty-nine claim to be in- 

nocent of the charge of which they were convicted. 

Fifty have been punished once or oftener since their present con- 
finement. 
the prison. 

Ninety-three have never been punished since they entered 

Fifty-eight were employed as farmers previous to their conviction ; 

fifty-three as mechanics ; twenty-six as laborers, and six as traders. 

There are eight between the age of 17 and 20 years ; sixty-five be- 
tween 20 and 30 years ; thirty-two between 30 and 40 years ; twenty 

between 40 and 50 years; ten between 50 and 60; seven between 
60 and 70 years, and but one above 70 years. 

Seventy are single men, fifty-nine married, and fourteen widowers. 

From these statistics it appears that more than three-quarters of 

the offences for which the prisoners were convicted, were committed 

against property, the other offences being against persons. 

About one-half of the sentences are for periods less than 5 yeat3; 
and more than three-quarters are under 10 years. 
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One-third of the prisoners acknowledged that they had been intem- 
perate, and one-third that they had been moderate drinkers. 

More than half were religiously instructed in their youth, and 
more than two-thirds can read and write. 

Two-thirds are native born, and an equal number acknowledge 
their guilt. 

About one-third have been subjected to punishment since their con- 
finement. 

Almost the entire number are from the laboring class of citizens, 
chiefly farmers and mechanics. 

One-half are under thirty years of age, and more than two-thirds 
under forty years. 

The committee found the prison in a condition very creditable to 
the warden and officers, and the prisoners, with but few excepticns, 
in the enjoyment of excellent health. The location of the prison as 

to climate, the plan of the building with reference to the accommoda- 
tion of its unfortunate inmates, the peculiar and admirable system of 
ventilation, the nature of the labor required, and the healthful food 
prescribed by law, all conspire to produce an evidence of comfort and 
an aspect of cheerfulness well calculated to alleviate the sadness of 
spirit which must ever lay heavy upon the minds of the untortunate 
inmates of a prison, and which also ina generous sympathy, often 
Presses painfully on the mind of visitors. Great credit is due to the 
late warden Ransom Cook for his studious care for the comfort and 
health of prisoners in his design of the buildings, and especially for 
his new and perfect system of ventilation. 

Your committee, in their private interviews with the prisoners, en- 
deavored to elicit a frank communication relative to all matters 
touching their treatment and their rights, and it is a source of much 
satisfaction to be able to state that a large portion of the prisoners 
said they could not reasonably complain. Most of them acknowl- 
tdged that the warden and his keepers, with some special qualifica- 
tion, were as kind in treatment and as attentive to their wants as their 
Condition would warrant them to expect. 

The qualification of this general commendation applied chiefly to 
the head keeper, Minott Baker 3 there appeared to prevail throughout 
[Assembly, No. 243.] 14  



  

    

  

210 [AssenenY 

the whole community of the prison a very unfavorable estimate 

that individual. The prisoners complained of his en es 2 en 

treatment, and some of his associate officers appeares ssa eam 

his official conduct, as evincing much impetuosity of temper an a 

warranted arrogance of authority. A particular an me ee 

charge of moral and official delinquency had been Pet e nt 

him, upon which the grand jury of Clinton county a a vation 

dictment, and as the matter was to undergo a judicia ny estig: ns 

the committee did not consider it proper to assume that ney tor 

make any special remark on the subject. They, howevery will s % 

without meaning the remark to apply in any way with re ae 

his guilt or innocency of the charge involved in the bill of in jeter 

but solely as touching the estimate had by the community © pr 

gon concerning his general official deportment that the committee we 

pleased to hear that he had resigned his office shortly after their de- 

parture from the prison. 

The committee examined particularly the food of the prisoners, 

asmuch as serious charges of neglect in that particular had prevailet 

for some time in the neighborhood of the prison ; It appearel upon 

inquiry that shortly after the change of administration, under t wa 

inspectors, a great alteration occurred in the character and qua he 

the provisions, and it would seem from the general statement o i 

prisoners, and also of some of the keepers, that in time it became “ 

most intelerable, so much so, as to excite universal complaint, an 

quite a spirit of insubordination. This evil, however, was entire 

yemedied at the time of the visit of the committee, when the sane 

and quality of the food was found to be in full correspondent i : 

the requirements of law ; and the prisoners generally acknowledge 

their fare to be as good as they should expect. 

Reports in detail of the rations furnished the prisoners for re 

months of May, June, July, August and September, were made tot 

committee, which accompany this report. From these it appears 

that the average cost of rations for these months is as follows, m 

For May. 9 cents 7} mills ; for June, 8 cents 8% mills ; for July, ; 

cents, 1} mills; August, 8 cents 94 mills; for September, 9 cents 4 

mills. The other personal wants of the prisoners, such as clothes 

bedding, furniture of cells, &c., and all appeared to be properly supple 

and no complaint was made with reference to such particulars, exce? 
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the want of light in the cells to enable them to read during the eve- 
ning, and the committee suggested to the warden that increased ac- 

commodations for their daily was! ing, and perhaps for occasional 
bathing, could be advantageously afforded the prisoners without any 

serious increase of expenses. The hospital department was found in 
a condition worthy of high praise, and the physician appeared to en- 
joy the confidence and esteem of the prisoners. At the time of the 
committee’s visit, only two patients were confined to the ward, one 
of inflammatory rheumatism, the other from the effects of a musket shot 
received in an attempt to escape from the prison. The arrangement 

of the hospital room, and the facilities of varied ventilation in different 

parts of it, according to the condition of the patient, manifest with 

what good judgment and care for the sick convict this sad department 
of his gloomy abode was designed by the former warden Ransom 

Cook. The general record of the Hospital was shown to the com- 

mittee by the physician, which gave evidence of remarkable health- 

fulness amongst the prisoners, and showing an almost entire absence 

of death. A full statement of cascs for the year was promised to be 

forwarded to the association in time for its annual report, but it has 

not been received. 

    The department of Chaplain is filled by the venerable Mr. Par- 
mely, a Congregational clergyman, whose personal, literary, and 
religious qualifications well fit him for his interesting and responsible 
station. His chapel services, his school instructions, and his private 

personal communications with the prisoners, must all contribute to 
the religious, to the mental, and to the moral improvement cf every 

individual who gives to his earnest ministrations a willing ear. The 

committee found amongst the prisoners a general desire for an increase 

of school and library privileges—and they took the liberty, with the 

approbation of the chaplain, to suggest to the warden the propriety of 
granting such reasonable requests. In the opinion of the committee 
these desires could be advantageously gratified without any prejudice 

to the police or the economy of the prison by appropriate arrange- 

ment of the leisure hour between supper and bed time during the long 

winter evenings. 

   

      

  

The committee regret that the improvement of the cells of Clinton 
Prison over those of the Sing Sing plan should not have been carried 

with reference to dimensions still farther. 

  

The Clinton cells are six 
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inches wider, six higher and twelve longer than those of Sing Sing, 

double of that increase would have been a much more perfect im- 

provement. The many dreary hours which the prisoners are obliged 
to spend in their cells require that every reasonable accommodation 

of light, of room, and of air should be allowed. The absence of any 

general provision to furnish during the evening sufficient light to each 
cell for the purpose of reading is considered by the committee a seri- 
ous deficiency and a needless privation. The old adage, that “an 

idle brain is the devil’s workshop,” should suggest to those having 
charge of convicts that the desirableness of keeping their minds as 
fully engaged as may be practicable during the interval occurring be- 

tween the appointed hours for labor and for sleep. 

The committee entertaining the full conviction, that expediency as 

well as humanity demands that convicts should he treated under 
the influence of reason and kindness, and not as in former times by 
force and brutality, carefully inquired into and investigated the na- 

ture and extent of punishments. Many unfavorable reports had got 
abroad relative to this branch of the discipline of that prison under 

the new administration, and the undersigned are frank to acknowledge 

that their own minds were unfavorably prejudiced on this matter 
when they entered upon the examination. It however affords them 
peculiar gratification to be able to state, that upon a fair investigation 

of the subject, they were satisfied that the reports in existence greatly 
exaggerated the facts in the case both as regards the severity and fre- 

quency of the punishments. Still there was evidence of an increase 

of the number of punishments, and to some extent they think an in- 
crease of severity ; it appeared that in a few particular instances cer- 

tain officers under the excitement of the occasions, lost their self- 

control for the moment, and in one or more instances upon a judicial 

examination of the charge of unwarrantable violence have been found 
guilty. The examination of the records of punishments show that 
the number under the present warden for the period embraced be- 
tween February 2d and October 16th of this year, was seventy-seven. 
The number for the corresponding period last year, under the former 

warden, was twenty-six. The committee are disposed to believe 
that this increase of punishment is not the result of any greater incli- 
nation to punish on the part of the present warden—but that it arose 
in some measure from the natural refractoriness incident to the con- 
duct of convicts upon a change of administration and officers; and 
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also that it was occasioned in a great measure by the unfortunate po- sitton occupied by the head keeper, Minott Baker, in the estimatio of the prisoners. The committee regretted not to find in the Clinton prison any appropriate convenience for solitary confinement in a dun- gecn. The temporary apartments used by the former warden have been removed, and the permanent ones which were designed for that purpose have not been completed, This, it is believed, is a great deficiency in arrangement and defect in discipline. It is the wx e- nence of those most judicious in prison discipline, that in the whole range of the justifiable means of punishment there is none more ef. fectual in subduing the obdurate offender than solitary dungeon con. finement with the eprivatl 3 tion er p 

depriy of ey V allowance exce ting bread 

The absence of the means for the application of this punishment increased the use of the shower bath—a mode of punishni@ntirthe | pinion of your Committee, and as it appeared in the estimation of: prisoners, equally cruel and degrading wit that of the cat. Th shower bath is, in its nature, as much a corporeal punishment a the cat; and any infliction of punishment of this nature serves to deen de still lower the already lamentable degradation of the convict "it ic the duty of the State, and of those acting under its authorit t . deavor to reform and elevate the convict ; and surely no ho re : at taining these ends can be entertained in cases where the disci line of the prison 18 In conflict with the only influences which are found to Prevail in effecting reformations. The exhibition of passion, and the application of brute force, will transform the image of the Maker inte the likeness (f a wild beast : while the services of kindness and the exercise of “the power divine in man,” will convert the brut fi his wild method into actions like a man. The Committee indulg ‘the hope that the time will soon arrive when no punishment will be sane. tne in prisons except such as hes its operation through the exercise of the mental powers; and when all inflictions, the effect of which Sto pain the physical Sensations, will be abolished. The former an of Clinten prison was an earnest advocate of such reform, and a orded the Committe much pleasure to heer the present incumbent wot possecnnt at en neathy with these views. The undersigned are * ress sed o t he skill or knowledge necessary to form or express , gent opinion as to the value of the ore bed belonging to the Prison, nor as to the evidence of the success of the enterprise of usinz Mison labor in ore beds. They however feel warranted in the expres-  



    

  

214 [ Assemsty 

sion of the hope, and they may say the belief, that the citizens of the 

State will in time have good reason to approve of the enterprise, and 

will then gladly award to those who projected it the credit and praise 
due. The Committee have learned that the inspectors have lately 
taken a lease of the Averill ore bed, which lies adjoining that belong- 

ing to the State. It is considered that this is a desirable acquisition, 
and that it will put at rest any doubt as to the supply of ore. 

The Committee cannot refrain from an expression of their serious 

conviction of the great evil appertaining to the political character of 
‘the administration of our State prisons and of our loval penitentiaries. 

“This remark is made entirely irrespective of the present incumbents 
in office, and is intended to apply alone to the principle of action in- 

volved in the usage of making the appointment to, and the tenure of 
those offices depend altogether upon, the success or defeat of a political 

party. No greater impediment to the improvement and the efficiency 
of the police of prisons, and to the reformation and to the profitable 

employment of prisoners, can occur than the frequent change of the 
administrative power and of the offices. The advantageous manage- 
ment of prisons, and the judicious control of convicts, require a judg- 

ment and a skill which can only be attained by a practical experience, 

and when acquired, should constitute a distinct trade or profession 3 and 

qualifications of such character should be the standard by which an 

application for office in a prison should be judged, and not as now, 
by the certificate of services rendered in placing a political party in 

power. 

The Committee beg leave to state, in conclusion, that they were 
much gratified by the proper appreciation of the efforts of this Asso- 

ciation avowed by many of the prisoners, and by the expression of 
gratitude freequently made to the undersigned. Many declared their 
intention to call at the office of the Association if they should have an 
opportunity. One of them,a colored man, contributed a dollar to our 

funds, and another declared that a part of his first earnings, after the 

expiration of his sentence, should be given to the Prison Association. 
The undersigned take pleasure in acknowledging their high appre- 

ciation of the polite treatment and efficient aid rendered them by the 

warden and his officers during their entire visit at Clinton prison. 
JAMES H. TITUS. 

RICHARD REED. 
New-York, December 27th, 1848. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO VISIT AUBURN 
PRISON, —™ 

ee 

The committee appointed to visit, examine and inspect Auburn pri- 
son, entered upon the discharge of the duty assigned them on the 23d 
day of October, 1847. They found in the prison five hundred and 
six convicts, all of whom they personally interrogated. From these 
they learned that the discipline of the prison was generally mild and 
benignant ; that the officers, with few exceptions, performed their 
duties acceptably, and that not only the severity of punishments, but 
their frequency had very essentially decreased since the prison has 
been under the charge of the present keeper. Only one case of un- 
due severity during the past year was complained of by the convicts, 
but this, we are sorry to state, seemed to be generally felt throughout 
the prison as one of great cruelty. The committee fully investigated 
this case, but as it is the only one which occurred in the prison during 
the year, and as it resulted in no serious consequences to the indivi- 
dual, and as the matter seems not to have been communicated to the 
principal keeper in all its enormity until sometime after it happened, 
we refrain from making further notice of it here, believing that we 
shall equally subserve the interest of the prisoner and the State by 
thus alluding to it in general terms, at the same time advising the of- 
ficers of the prison that we shall feel it a duty to present to the Leg- 
islature in detail the evidence we may receive at future examinations 
of like abuses. The committee observed with much pleasure that 
several of the convicts were supplied with lights at night, and they 
were no less gratified than surprised to find some of them engaged in 
studies which might be supposed to be rather tedious than attractive 
to such a class of the community, As late as nine in the evening, we 
found one of the convicts intently turning over the leaves of his dic- 
tionary in his determined struggle to master at least one of the dead 
languages, and upon enquiry, we learned that in prison and alone he 
had nearly completed the study of Jacob’s Latin Reader. It seems 
to us not only proper hut highly expedient and useful that this privi- 
lege of lights should be generally extended to all those who conduct 
well. It might thus become an important element of discipline. 
Although the prison is well kept, and the character of its government 
such ag reflects great credit on the principal keeper, yet there are 
Some matters which require the attention either of the inspectors or  
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the Legislature. We refer to the wooden bunks with which the 

cells are provided, and which are complete nests for vermin, and to 

the habit of drying clothes at certain seasons in the corridors. The 

comfort or rather the cleanliness of the prisoners would be materially 
promoted by the substitution of iron bedsteads ; and the health of 

the prison seems to demand that the establishment should be supplied 
with a drying-room, in which the clothes may be hung when washed, 

instead of spreading them in the halls. The stench and vapor pro- 

duced by drying, vitiates, in a remarkable degree, the atmosphere al- 
ready surcharged with emanations from the bodies and lungs of 

several hundred persons, and isa prolific source of disease. We 
thought the destructive epidemic of 46 was attributable to this cause. 

In regard to the clothing of the convicts we heard no complaint, 

nor was there any general dissatisfaction with the food. The prison 
is at present supplied with provisions by the agent. This method of 
supplying the prisoners, when honestly conducted, undoubtedly pos- 
sesses important advantages over the contract system. But it is sur- 
rounded with so many temptations, and so liable to abuse, that if 

adopted as a settled policy, it should be vigilantly guarded and limi- 

ted. 

The attention of your committee was partivularly directed to the 

- hospital by various reports prevalent among the hall boys and waiters 
that the nurse in the hospital frequently purchased attentions for him- 

self, or gratified the appetites of his friends by dispensing to them 
The facilities for such an abuse are 

very great, and if it is not one which absolutely takes place, it is one 
to which the prison is liable at any moment. The hospital is left, 

with the exception of four or five hours daily, under the entire charge 

of the nurse, to whom is confided the dispensing of the medicines and 
the charge of the apothecary’s department. The door of the hospital, 

although usually Jocked, is conveniently provided with a good sized 
window with grates of sufficient dimensions to allow a full sized tum- 

bler to pass out or in; the passage leading to the hospital is but lit- 
tle frequented, and the opportunities for such an abuse seem to be 

very great. An assistant physician should reside in the hospital, or 
» keeper be always present. The committee beg leave to present the 

following statement, made by Mr. Culver the keeper in the kitchen, 

as exemplifying the manner in which the provision contract has been 
complied with. 

occasionally spirituous liquors.   

MR. CULVER’S STATEMENT. 

Auburn, October 25th, 1847.—The provision contract for the last 
year was made at the rate of 5,7, cents per ration, but on account of 

the rise of provisions during the year, the legislature passed an act 

in April last, enabling the Inspectors to increase the pay for a ration, 
or to make such other arrangements as they should deem most expe- 
dient. The Inspectors therefore decided that from the Ist of May, 

1847, until further notice, the contractor should supply the same ra- 

tions called for by the contract, for whick they would allow him ten 
cents per ration. He continued to supply under this arrangement 

until the 1st of September, when the agent took the supply into his 
own hands—the clerk of the prison, however, ordered me to make 
out my account the same as before. 
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The prison is now supplied with flour and meal thus—the agent 
purchases wheat and corn which he contracts to have ground and 

delivered for five cents a bushel—which is receipted for on delivery 
by the keeper of the kitchen. The beef furnished by the agent is 

procured in the following way—the chief part bought alive and hired 
slaughtered—the meat in part is delivered as slaughtered—the butcher 

has the privilege in some instances of selling prime pieces—the hides 

and tallow are not brought inte prison. Besides the beef furnished 
by the agent directly, there is other beef furnished from the market 

by contract—this beef is the refuse of the market, which, to make 

prime, is dock’d about 8 or 9 pounds per 100. 

(Signed,) SIMON CULVER, 
Ass’t Keeper. 
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The substitution of the refuse of the market for what should be 
prime beef seems to be improper, even if the quantity is increased so 

as to make the value supplied equal in cost to the provisions con- 
tracted for. It is believed that such increase will rarely supply to 

the convict the deficiency in quality of the articles used; and it 

seems to be only just that the prisoner should receive, as well in 
quality as in cost, as good provisions as the law, or rather the con- 
tract, requires. Ifa discretionary power is left with the contractor, 

he may use it to his own profit, and when such changes are made, we 
have a right to expect that they will be in all cases to the disadvan- 

tage of the convict, as we can hardly expect that any contractor will 

exceed the requirements of his contract when it interferes with his 

profits. 
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INSPECTION OF COUNTY PRISONS. 

ONONDAGA COUNTY PRISON, 

Situated at Syracuse —Examined October 23d, 1847. 

The committee appointed to visit this prison, report that on the 
23d of October last they personally examined all the prisoners then 

in the prison. The whole number at that time was nineteen, six of 
whom were under sentence—four of whom were convicted of petit 
larceny, and two of vagrancy—of the remaining thirteen three were 

committed for vagrancy—one for an attempt te commit petit larce- 
ny—one for embezzlement-—-one for burglary—one for grand lar- 

ceny—one for petit larceny, 2d offence—two for assault and battery— 
one for disorderly conduct—one for threatening to poison, and one 

for an attempt to kill. This last case seems, if the prisoner’s asser- 

tion is worthy of confidence, to be one of especial hardship, he was 
committed in January last, and has lain in jail ever since—and has 

been ready for trial at all times since his commitment. He says that 

the people have had his case postponed at three different terms of the 
court, and that at the last term he was tried, but the jury not agreeing 
as to his guilt, he was remanded to prison to await his trial at the 

next term of the court, which does not meet in that county until 
March, thus making the term of his confinement 15 months. If we 

could suppose this man to be innocent of the charge for which he 
stands committed, we should immediately perceive that he had been 
subjected to a grievous loss both in time and money by this neglect 
on the part of the State, and even supposing him guilty of the 

highest form of the offence charged so that he would be entitled 
enly to the mildest sentence which the law in that case awards, and 

he still has to suffer the loss of at least one year’s time. Unless the 
prisoner is paid for his loss of time when declared innocent, it would 

seem that this power of postponement should be carefully guarded 
and limited. The keeper of this prison seems to be a very kind and 

obliging man, and qualified both by education and taste for the situa- 
tion. He lives in the jail rent free, and his salary is derived from 
lock up fees. 

JOHN D. RUSS, M. D. 

INSPECTION OF SYRACUSE (ONONDAGA CO.) PRISON, 
OCTOBER, 1847. 

TABLE No. 2. 

Number of prisoners for trial or tried at Oyer and Terminer and 
General Sessions, and District Court of United States, in the course 
of the year. 

  

| Prisoners 20 years of Total. 
| age & upwards. 

Felons. |Misdemea. 
nants. 

|" \F 

+ No. for trial in prison at come’t of year,* r eyes 
. No. for examination during the year,....| 8)..1.. 
- No. committed for trial during the year,. 

How disposed of 
. Sentence to be undergone in same prison,. 0 fi 

. lo some oth 112 
5 Acquitted at the bar, or Prison, 

. Not prosecuted. “o] 1/73]! : ‘sf Hd - Found to be ins: oe : we fecfectos ty 2) 412,13 

. U.S. priso: . 
10, Left for trial, . 
Discharged, 

321 9. 

Table No. 1, for State Prisons only, 

*No account kept. 
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*No account kept. 

TABLE No. 3. 

Under summary convictions, 

TABLE No. 4 

Debtors in the course of the year. 

s for want su’ty,- 

under sentence, 

is 

Total, scccrveceserceee 

  
    

  
    

  
  

8. Under exam’n beginning of year 
9. Comt'd for exam’n but not convic 

2, On mesne process,.... 
2. In execution,... 
3. Forfeiture of reco; 

7. As witness, ....+-00+ 
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TABLE No. 9. 

Ages of prisoners comprised in Table 2. 
No account kept. 
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“Ages of prisoners comprised in Table 3. 

No account kept. 
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  TABLE No. 11. 

State of instruction of prisoners in Table 2. 

No account kept. 
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  TABLE No. 12. 

State of instruction of prisoners in Table 3. 

No account kept. 
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TABLE No. 13. 

Cases of sickness, lunacy, and deaths, in the course of the year. 
Lunacy case, one white male over 20 years of age. 
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TABLE No. 14. 

Mumber of prisoners (except debtors) confined in this prison, in the course of the year, who have been previously committed. 
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No account kept.     
TABLE No. 15. 

Mode in which prisoners, confined in this prison in the course 
year, have been employed. 

No regular employment. 
as follows: 
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TABLE No. 16. 

Number of punishments in the prison in the course of the year. 
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TABLE No. 17. 

The greatest number at any one time, and the daily average during 
he year. 

No account kept. 

TABLE No. 18. 

Clothing and bedding. Number of articles issued. 

shirts, at 4s . 
8 female under-dresses, at 7S..-+e0+ seeeee 4 3s 
15 pairs pants... ce see cece eeeeeeeene rene 2 
6 dresses, at 10s..... pew eee ceeteee eeee 
6 pairs socks, at 2s 

11 coats 
3 hats, at 6s . 
2 handkerchiefs, at 2s 

10 pairs boots and shoes...... 0005 

3 vests, at 12s....... 

$125 18 

TABLE No. 19. 

Total cost, per annum, under the following heads : 

Total cost of prison diet (no account given). ..++++++esees $125 06 

“ male and female clothing.......... vrentes G1 

Dedding. ... cee seee vere ceeecesee teeees 

straw. -..- 
extra allo 

account of )..... 

mm beer, and spirits “tt 311 00 

Wel occ ccc secs eens eee eeencs 
soa see e rene eee . . 

candles, oil, and gas sae 38 00 

stationery and printing... . 
books......- eee ce eee teres 
furniture .. ccc cece cents ece ect erences 

sers’ salaries (lock-up fees)....-+.+s++005 

caneral of wrisoners tovand from their trials 

at oyer and terminer, and general sessions, 
or to undergo their sentences at other prisons 
(amount not given) oe 

“ sundries not mentioned. 

i including of the prison for the year, not inc 

Total expenses officers’ Frees, and repairs, alterations, and 

AACITIONS.....cccccceeesecceeserescuce 
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Repairs, alterations, and additions in and about the prison, 
in the course of the year..........ce.00, 180 00 - Prison diet, (see Mote,) per head per annum ....... 000058 

Prison clothing and bedding 
Note.—This return gives the contract price, or actual value of the Prison, for one prisoner consuming that diet for one whole year. 

TABLE No. 20. 

Deaths in the course of the year. 
One vagrancy case, committed September 21, died September 22, of 

delirium tremens. 

TABLE No. 21. 
Criminal lunatics ; showing their age, color, sex, date of admission, 

state of health on admission, if insane previous to commitment, date of becoming insane, and, if removed, date of removal. 

No record of these facts kept. 

TABLE No. 22. 

Dietary, per week. 

No account rendered. 

TABLE No. 23. 

Officers’ salaries. 

No account rendered. 

TABLE No. 24. 

‘ Onondaga County Prison—Receipts for 1847. 

353 days’ labor on corporation cleaning streets, at 5s, 
iW “ on jail privy vault at 4s....... 0.000... 
10 cleaning court house at 48.......4 .c0005 
6 cleaning jail after building new cells in 

jail, at 4s oe 
Sawing and splitting 42 cords of wood, 

« 

at 4s. for jail, &e.. 

TABLE No. 25. 

Total expenses of the prison for the year, §c. 
Total expenses of the prison for the year, 

port, and not including officer: 
tions and AddItIONS. 0. ce ee eee cee cee can cw aves. $607 26 Total receipts of prison... seeses ees 56 84 

other than sup- 
s’ fees and repairs, altera-  
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Actual costs to the county, not including officers’ fees and 
repairs, alterations and additions.........-+¢ 

Repairs, alterations and additions....... ene eeeeee 
607 31 
180 00 

Total expenses of the prison for the year, including repairs 
and additions, and excluding receiptsand fees ...... 

These tables, although incomplete, serve to shew the plan which 

the Association has adopted for publishing their statistics, and the 

care and diligence they are determined to exercise in procuring and 
promulgating facts. The annexed account, marked A, was presented 

to us by the keeper among other statistics, and we therefore allow its 

insertion here. 

TABLE A. 

Washing, §c., done for which there was no allowance made to the 

keeper. 

41 doz. woolen blankets, at 6s. per doz...+- sese.ee. $30 75 
126 “ shirts and other pieces, at 4s seeseeses 63 00 
For taking care of persons with delirium tremens and other 

sickness, and light furnished while sick, and medicines, 
25 cases at the least, at $3 vacceceseee 75 00 

Also 12 or 15 barrels of soap furnished by myself for wash- 
ing, at $3 45 00 

Also cleaning jail and nu 
allowed for... .see scence 

$213 75 

Per order of examination committee. 

JOHN D. RUSS, M. D., Cin. 

TIOGA COUNTY PRISON. 

Examined August 10, 1847. 

This is situated at Owego in the court house. The jail occupies 

one quarter of the first floor—they have but two rooms well ventila- 
ted, clean, and well taken care of by the jailor. Built of plank lined 

with iron and spiked—hardly strong enough to be a place of con- 
finement, and in bad repair. None now in jail; no employment in 

prison ; no clothing furnished, nor has any been wanting, changed 

weekly ; eat in prison three times a day ; food, same as jailor and 
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family, without distinction ; coffee in the morning generally ; baked or boiled dinner, and tea in the evening. County pays 13 shillin Ss for board of each prisoner. Wooden benches and bedsteads straw 
beds, feather pillows, sheets and blankets; Bibles and other reli ious books ; not visited by clergy; no punishment of any kind in the prison ; newspapers lent to the prisoners. 

M. MITCHELL, 
R. REED, 

Committee. 

Examined July 22d, 1847. 

This prison is situated in New City, constructed of brick and stone having corridor behind and before celis—contains four rooms, Di- mensions of rooms 14 feet by nine feet, and 10 feet high. Ventila- ted and lighted by grated door; no windows in the wall; warmed by stove ; dry; night wants in a keg, which is emptied once a week Present number of prisoners 3, males ; number in each room one in one room and two inanother ; no employment in prison. Expenses— pay of officers, ordinary fee of 75 cents. Fuel, food, clothing. &e 
$2 25 per week. Relief of sick—no regular medical attendance. Punishments none. Food—meals three times a day, in cells : breakfast, potatoes, bread and butter, and coffee ;_ dinner meat 3 su : per, mush and milk. Clothing—sufficient for this weather chan ad once a week, supplied by the county ; no uniform 3 no Sunday dress Cleantiness—Rooms sernbbed and whitewashed now and then; su . ply of water brought in from well near by ; washing daily ; no ar. rangement for bathing. Bedding, straw changed two or three times summer; bedsteads, wooden frames ; system of government, none. No classification except men and women are separated ; visitation b ; Superintendents of the Poor ; Teaching, none. uy 

JOHN DUER, 
EDGAR HICKS, 

Committee.  
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GREENE COUNTY PRISON. 

Examined July 29, 1847. 

This prison is situated at Catskill, and is constructed of brick ; 

‘ contains four secure rooms, each 16 feet square ; lighted by two 

square windows, threble grated ; warmed by wood in stove ; prison 

is dry ; vermin none. ‘There is at present in confinement three men. 

Employed one man, a shoemaker, working for the benefit of his fa- 

mily. Total annual expense, from $700 to $800. Food, $1.75 paid 

per week for each person, Clothing, $20 per year. Pay of jailor is 

derived from fee of 75 cents from each prisoner on discharge. Bed- 

ding and furniture, $25 per annum. Relief of sick, $15 will proba- 

bly cover this expense. Punishment, none ; there is one in irons, a 

case of lunacy. Clothing supplied in sufficient quantity by the county, 

and changed once a week. 

Food, 3 meals per day in cells. Coffee in the morning, fish or 

meat, bread, and at times butter. Dinner, meat and potatoes. Sup- 

per, spawn and milk, or treacle. Water, supply good, and is fur- 

nished by keeper as often as wanted. Washing basin and soap, with 

towel ; soft water, &c., every morning; no arrangements for bath- 

ing. Bedding, straw ; woolen blankets, no sheets, no pillows ; blan- 
kets changed once per month generally. Bedsteads, none ; beds on 

the floor ; night wants, covered tubs. Classification, very good. 

Visitations—twice a year by county inspectors. 

Chaplain—a frequent call from Rev. Mr. Judd. 

JOHN DUER, 
EDGAR HICKS, 
CHARLES PARKER, 

Committee. 

RICHMOND COUNTY PRISON. 

Examined July 17, 1847. 

This prison is situated at Richmond, Staten Island ; contains five 

rooms, each ten feet broad, eleven feet long, and eight feet six inches 
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high, lighted by one window ; no means of ventilation, other than 

window ; warmed by stove in the hall; vermin, bugs, &c.; night 

wants, tubs, which are removed in the morning. Present number of 

prisoners, four. Number of prisoners on Ist July, 1846, four, all 

males. Committed during the year, twenty-five ; twenty-one males, 

four females. One prisoner in a room. Expenses, food, from $300 
to $400 per year. Clothing, $25. Pay of officers: the jailor re- 
ceives $2.25 per week for boarding each prisoner, and 75 cents for 

jail fees for each. Bedding and furniture, about $50 per annum. 

Fuel about $50 per annum. Relief of sick : a physician, who attends 

when called upon, for a very small salary. No deaths during the 

last five years. No punishment inflicted. Clothing changed once a 

week ; supplied by the county. Diet and cleanliness: meals three 

times per day ; breakfast, bread and butter and coffee ; dinner, meat 

and vegetables ; supper, bread and tea. Supply of water carried in 
by hand as required. Bedding, straw beds, sheets and blanket ; 
changed once a week ; wooden bedsteads. System of government— 

prisoners committed for trial are not allowed to converse with any 

visitor except in presence of the jailor. Visitation : the county judge 

visits the prison on each sitting of the court. No chaplain, and no 

provision made for religious instruction. Insane—one or two cases 

of temporary insanity. 

JOHN DUER, 

EDGAR HICKS, 

Committee. 

TOMPKINS COUNTY PRISON. 

Examined August 10, 1847. 

_ This jail is situated in the village of Ithaca. Court house and jail 
in one building ; built of wood, old and much out of repair. The 
basement and first floor are half of each occupied by the jailor and 

his family, and the other half as jail. Tbe second story for court 

toom. In the basement are two rooms about 10 by 12 feet, each 

low, damp and dirty, but little ventilated, and but seldom used. On 
the first floor are three rooms of about the same dimensions, with one  
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window in each of 9 panes, of 6 by 8 glass, strongly barred with 

iron bars crossing each other at right angles, having very small 

squares of about three inches each. They are warmed by a stove in 

each room which still remains. There are in each room two bunks, 

one above the other, calculated for two persons. They have also a 

table and bench on which the prisoners sit and eat. The jail is built 

of two inch hardwood plank, two thicknesses, lined with sheet iron 

and spiked. Present number of prisoners, 3; 1 white, 2 black, all 

males. No employment in prison. The expense of the prison for 

the last year was about $600. About $10 worth of clothing has 

been furnished by the county since May Ist. Same provisions asthe 

jailor himself eats. Coffee in the morning ; tea in the evening ; eat 

three times a day in prison; water plenty, furnished for washing ; 

straw beds, feather pillows, sheets and blankets ; changed weekly ; 

5 rooms, 10 by 12 feet each; only one prisoner in a room ; visited 

by clergy ; no classification generally. One insane at present In 

jail. At the age of 16 he was arrested for stealing, tried, convicted, 

and sent to Auburn prison for two years. Served his time out, and 

was at liberty eleven months ; was again arrested for stealing, tried, 

convicted, and sent to Auburn prison for five years, and served his 

time out. ‘During the last year of his time he was found to be in- 

sane, and a part of the time confined in his cell. At the expiration 

of his time, was discharged and came to this place. For a short 

time he was very regular, and conducted himself well. His conduct 

becoming suspicious, he was arrested and confined in prison under 
the charge of unsound mind, where he now remains. No pardons or 
deaths in the prison. A physician is employed whenever needed, 

Prisoners supplied with bibles and religious books, and sometimes 

newspapers. 
M. MITCHELL, 

R. REED, 
Committee. 

  

   

ORANGE COUNTY PRISON. 

  

Examined July 20, 1847. 

This prison is situated at Newburgh, having five rooms. Small 
rooms, 8 feet by ten; large rooms, 18 feet by 15. There are at 
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present eight prisoners in this jail ; five in one room, two in another, 
and one in another; seven males and one female. ‘Temperature of 
rooms exceedingly damp, under ground, and badly ventilated ; there 

can be no circulation of air ; lighted by small square windows, double 

grated and wired ; very damp, and warmed by stove. Soil tubs are 

covered buckets. No employment in prison. Food eat in the prison. 

Breakfast and dinner, bread, meat, and soup; supper, supawn and 
treacle ; no tea or coffee. When destitute, supplied with clothing 
by the tailor, which is paid for by the county. Pay of officers: 

seventy-five cents, paid for the receipt and discharge of each prisoner. 

Wooden bedsteads; no sheets; three blankets to each prisoner, 
changed once in two or three weeks ; no pillows. Fuel furnished by 
the county, for the cells, at about $40 per year. Relief of sick: 
three physicians, at $20 each, for services; when called they must 
attend. No deaths during the year. Punishment: none, as a general 

thing ; eight or nine drunken persons (made so by the D. S. on the 

toad from Goshen jail) were chained for one night. Clothing changed 

in summer once a week, and in winter once in two weeks. Clean/i~ 

ness: supply of water brought in by the family. System of govern- 
ment: None special, except to “keep them.” Classification: none ; 

old and young, men and women, all together in the day time. Teach- 
tg: none; a pack of filthy cards was found in the hands of four 

smali boys, the oldest 12, the youngest 8 years old. Chaplain: 

none. A church stands next door to this prison ; and it is a reproach 

to its members that no Bible, religious, or other books were to be 

found in the possession of any prisoner. 

JOHN DUER, 

EDGAR HICKS, 

ORANGE COUNTY JAIL. 

Examined July 21st, 1847. 

This prison is situated at Goshen, the total expense of which is 
$1500, $1100 of which were expended for food, the county paying 
for each prisoner from 12 to 14 shillings per week. The expense of 

clothing is about $100 per annum. Pay of the officers amounts to 
about $100, derived from the payment of seventy-five cents for the     
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receipt and discharge of each convict. The expense of fuels include 
ing that for the use of the court, amounts to $140. There fi, en 

two punishments in this prison in the course of the year, inflicted on 

aman and a woman ; the kind of punishment, chains or irons, which 

was ordered by the keeper. The clothing is supplied by the county, 

and changed once a month ; it is sufficient in quantity and ae . 
The prisoners eat three times a day in their cells. The breal ss is 
bread and molasses; dinner, meat and vegetables. The ppply ° 
water is sufficient. They have straw beds, but no sheets. The bed- 

steads are of wood, and the bedding changed as often as necessary. 

The construction of the prison is of stone, two stories high, and 6 
by 30 feet in dimensions; number of rooms are thirteen, clever 

which are single, 6 by 7 feet ; two double rooms, 7 by 15 feet. . ne 
ventilation is bad ; no opening but at the top of the door, and a is , 

square window. The prison is warmed by a coal stove, with a ne 
in the second story. The cells are dry. No vermin were apparent 
The males are kept up stairs, and the women down stairs. The coun y 

judge and the county superintendent visit twice a year ; sey ae 
no clergyman, and their only books a Bible and prayer-book. . 
was one man found insane. There are no separate apartments for 

debtors, so that criminals and debtors are placed together. 

JOHN DUER, 
EDGAR HICKS, 

Committee. 

BROOME COUNTY JAIL. 

Examined August 10, 1847. 

This prison is in the Court-house at Binghamton, and situated in 

the basement, four feet under ground. 

The cells are planked, and lined with sheet iron, spiked ; floor the 
same, Not well ventilated. Soil-tubs emptied weekly, or some 

times daily. Cells somewhat damp, almost entirely dark, and 
ventilation except a few holes, of about one inch diameter, throug 

cast-iron door ; two cells fourteen feet square, and two dark cells. 

Debtors’ room (first floor, over the cells) same size. 

‘Two prisoners now in jail. 

BoNey 

phon 
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No clothing ever supplied 3 changed weekly. Eat three times a day ; fare, common, coarse food, consisting of coffee in the morning, tea at night, puddings, boiled victuals, vegetables, &c. County pays fourteen shillings per week for the board of each prisoner. 

Furniture: wooden double bedsteads, straw beds, feather pillows ; sheets and blankets changed weekly. 

The two in jail were knitting large nets for themselves, One of the prisoners had been confined in irons for safety. The jailer him- self absent ; information obtained from his wife. 

Books: Bibles to read, and books and papers. 

No classification. No visitation. 

M. MITCHELL, 

R. REED, 

Committee. 

OTSEGO COUNTY JAIL. 

Examined August, 1847. 

This prison is situated at Cooperstown, and is built of stone ; one story high. Consists. of two rooms. From one of the rooms are three cells, from the other five cells : 3 all the cells are used as sleeping apartments. The cells are only opened and ventilated into the prison room, and the only light or entrance from said room. Each larger Toom has two good-sized windows ; is dry and comfortable. There has been lately a hole cut through the roof, to aid the ventilation. Water running in one of the rooms on one side of the jail. The land is not enclosed ; any one can come to the windows, look in, converse with, or furnish the prisoners with any thing and every thing they want. The jail has been indicted four times by the grand jury for alteration, and they have drawn a plan for an additional story. The ground lying by the side of the Jail cannot be obtained, and the jail is on the line 3 therefore they cannot fence it. 

Present number of prisoners is four. No clothing provided by the county, and none needed ; changed weekly. No uniform nor Sun- [Assembly No. 248.] 16  
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day dress. Eat three times a day, and live as the jailer and his 

family do. Plenty of water running in the jail for any purpose. No 
conveniences for bathing. Cot bedsteads, straw beds, feather pillows ; 
plenty of bedding, clean and new. No elassification. Sometimes 
visited by the clergy ; no chaplain or other teaching. No pardons 
nor deaths in the prison, nor punishments of any kind upon any 
prisoner. 

M. MITCHELL, 

R. REED, 

Committee. 

CORTLAND COUNTY JAIL. 

Examined August 10, 1847. 

This jail is situated in the village of Cortlandville, and is built 
entirely of stone. Floors, and over-head walls of cells, are stone, 

about eight inches thick, standing citywise,and keyed with iron bolts, 

and iron doors. Cells, 4 feet by 8. No ventilation, except through 

the grated door into the court surrounding the cells, which is divided 

into two parts; each half surrounding the cells of the width of about 

five feet. Each part ventilated by a small, low window, heavily 

barred with iron. The cess-pools are very offensive, a drain extend- 

ing but little distance from the jail, with but little descent, and 
nothing to carry off the filth. 

The jail is in the basement of the Court-house, which is built of 
brick, is situated on low, wet ground, and the floor of the jail is three 
feet below the level of the ground, is very damp, and covered thick 

with a wet, blue mould. 

The jail consists of two rooms, with three cells communicating 
with each, and a dark cell, communicating with neither. The jail is 
surrounded by a high fence. 

No prisoner in jail, and no employment. Common, coarse bed- 
ding, changed weekly ; wooden bedsteads, clothes changed weekly ; 
none furnished weekly. Eat three times a day in the jails; common, 
coarse food; the county pays twelve shillings per week for the 
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board of each prisoner. No classification of prisoners. Sometimes 
visited by the clergy; no other teaching. No !pardons nor deaths. 
No punishment inflicted on any of the prisoners of any kind in the 
jail. Bibles furnished, and newspapers not, to the prisoners. 

R. REED, 

Committee. 

ERIE COUNTY PRISON. 

Examined October, 1847. 

This prison is situated at Buffalo, enclosed by a high wall, and 
contains forty cells, twenty on the first, and twenty on the second 
story, 4 feet by 8, and 8 feet to ceiling ; no ventilation except through 
the grated door. Over these cells in the third story are 8 more, coy- 
ering the whole area of the lower 20 cells, for females, and are better 
ventilated. 

The whole number committed from January Ist to August 11th, 
1847, is 499. The keeper was courteous and kind, and willing to 
give all information which he himself possessed, and as the year was 
not full, he gave me the books and showed me the manner of keeping 
them. They are well kept—the history of inmates more fully noted 
than by any other keeper known to me, but he is not willing to adopt 
our forms as being too laborious for the compensation which he re- 

ceives, For the year ending January, 1846, he gave me a full and 
minute account. The whole number committed in 1846 was 707 3 
to wit: murder, 3; manslaughter, 1; arson, 1; grand larceny, 47; 
burglary, 14; larceny, 12; counterfeiting, 10; forgery, 9; bigamy 3; 

robbery, 9; robbing U.S. mail, 4; embezzlement, 1; rape, 2; assault 
with intent to commit a rape, 1; false pretences 7; receiving stolen 
goods, 5; petit larceny, 2d offence, 16; petit larceny, 131; assault 

with intent to kill, 7; assault and riot, 1; assault and battery, 119; 
malicious trespass, 4; want of sureties, 11; selling liquor without K- 
cense, 9; vagrancy, 123; disorderly conduct, 115; keeping disorderly 
house, 1; keeping bawdy house, 12; contempt of court, 4; assault 
and battery on public officer, 4; bastardy, 1; disturbing religious 
Meeting, 1; publishing slanderous articles in a paper called “ Nick of  
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the Woods,” 1; selling papers containing slanderous articles, 5; 

crime against nature, 1; indecent exposure of person, 1; illegal vo- 

ting, 1; mal-practice as physician, 2; abandoning child, 1. 

Of whom were males, 592; females, 115; whites, 638; blacks, 66, 
and Indians 3. Natives, 318; foreigners, 319; under twenty, 102; 

twenty to thirty, 285; thirty to forty, 170; forty to fifty, 100; over 
fifty, 50. Temperate, 44; moderate drinkers, 13; intemperate, 650. 

First commitment, 404; committed once before, 111; twice before, 
81; four times before, 83; ten times and over before, 28. Of41 
debtors committed and imprisoned within the same time, were com- 

mitted on writs of capias, 13; ca sa, 12; justices’ executions, 13. 

ne exeat, 1; judges warrant, 2. 

R. REED, 

Committee. 

MONROE COUNTY PRISON. 

Examined October, 1847. 

This prison is situated at Rochester, and contains forty cells, 6 feet 

by 8. Twenty on the first floor, and twenty on the second floor, 

same size, and twelve larger cells on the third floor for females. The 

debtors prison consists of two of about 12 feet square, well venti- 
lated. 

Committed from January 1st, 1847 to July 1847, as follows: Pe- 

tit larceny, 47; assault and battery, 103; burglary, 4; disorderly 
conduct, 193; bastardy, 4; petit larceny, 2d offence, 6; grand larce- 

ny, 3; fraud, 3; vagrancy, 20; malicious mischief, 3; prostitution, 4; 
burglary and larceny, 1; embezzlement, 1; breaking the peace, 3; 

murder, 5; bigamy, 1; false pretence, 5; disorderly house, 1; chal- 
lenging to fight, 1; counterfeiting, 1; rape, 1; conveying liquor into 

jail, 1; assaulting officers, 4; indecent exposure of person, 1; wit- 
nesses, 3. Total, 420. 

R, REED, 
Committee. 
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ULSTER COUNTY PRISON. 

Examined July 29, 1847. 

This prison is situated at Kingston, built in 1818, of stone, con- 
tams nine rooms, three in the cellar, (dark,) number in each room, 
from 2 to 4, as the case may be; six rooms are 10 by 14 feet dimen- 
sion, and for security as good as can be expected ; lighted by square 
grated windows ; warmed by wood stoves; dry and healthy. The 
keepers and prisoners deserve credit for more cleanliness and care 
than we have seen at either of the other prisons—night wants well 
provided for by filth pipe, which enters a pit outside the building. 
Nine prisoners at present in this prison, (males.) No employment. 
Expenses—last year about $2200 as per sheriff’s bill, including ex- 
penses of court room, cleaning, &c.; repairs to the amount of five 
doliars. Food—average number of prisoners since June Ist, 1847, 
say 9, (last year’s board, $2 per week.) Pay of officers—under 
sheriff gets $200, and his own and wife’s board, say $300; fuel, say 
$100; relief of sick—salary of physician $50 per annum. Punish- 
ments during the year, 1 colored man on bread and water for three 
days; in solitary confinement, 2; for breaking jail, 2, one as an as- 
sistant to the other; kept the principal confined 4 weeks, and the as- 
Sistant four or five days, all by order of the Jailer. Present number 
punished, two. 

Clothing—shirts changed ence a week, and sheets once in two 
weeks; supplied by the county when necessary; present supply suffi- 
cent; no uniform; no Sunday dress. Diet and cleanliness—pork, 
potatoes and common bread, now and then vegetables; eat in cells 
twice a day; water carried in three times a day; wash basin and a 
tolerable supply of water. No arrangements for bathing. Bedding, 
straw, two sheets, and covering enough, changed once aweek. Bed- 
steads, rough board bunks. 

Classification—none at all ; visited by county inspectors twice a 
year; they were here yesterday, No teaching—no chaplain. 

JOHN DUER, 
EDGAR HICKS, 
CHAS. PARKER, 

Committee.  
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DUTCHESS COUNTY PRISON. 

Examined August 6th, 1847. 

This prison is situated at Poughkeepsie ; built of stone ; contains 

12 rooms, each 14 by 10 feet. Number in each room, 2 if not 

crowded. Security not very safe ; windows open into yard or street. 

Ventilation bad ; no entrance for air. Lighted by close grated win- 

dows on hubs 3 feet 6 inches. Warmed by wood stoves; dry. 
Night wants, tubs. Average number of prisoners during 6 months, 

11; males 10, females 1; present number, 10 males. Total annual 

expenses for last year, including court house, &c., &c., about $2,600, 

Extraordinary repairs, $200 for 4 doors. Food, about 11 shillings 
per week for each person. Pay of jailer, 75 cents for lock up fees. 

Fuel, including court rooms, say $210. Relief of sick, $50 per year, 

for services of physician. No deaths or punishments during the year. 
1 insane in irons. Clothing changed once a week ; supplied by the 

county when necessary ; sufficient for this weather; no uniform. 

Diet and cleanliness—breakfast, coffee and milk sweetened with mo- 

lasses, B. & B ; dinner of meat, potatoes; good bill of fare, good 
fish for change, pork, &c.; 3 meals in summer, 2 in winter; eat in 

rooms. Water good, and is abundantly furnished when wanted; 
supply for washing, pretty good ; for bathing, in a round tub filled 

from apipe. Bedding, straw, and kept clean; no sheets; blankets, 
and changed as often as required. Bedsteads, none. Classification, 
a sort of general and humane one. A religious person, Mr. Giles, 
visits and labors for the good of the prisoners each Sunday, instruct- 
ing them in the duties of life. No chaplain, except the above person. 
He is allowed by the supervisors. 

CHARLES PARKER, Committee. 

ONTARIO COUNTY PRISON. 

Examined August 13, 1847. 

This prison is situated at Canandaigua. The records are not mi 
nutely kept, and not much information to be gathered from the she- 
riff’s books. I introduced our forms, and he will probably adopt 
them in future. 

R. REED, Committee. 
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SENECA COUNTY PRISON. 

Examined October, 1847. 

This prison is situated at Waterloo. It was empty. The sheriff 

was absent from home, and but little information could be obtained. 
I introduced our forms, and hope in future to be able to get correct 
returns. 

R. REED, Committee. 

HERKIMER COUNTY PRISON. 

Examined October, 1847. 

The committee found this prison in charge of David Rasback, 
keeper. The prison is pleasantly located in the town of Herkimer, 

and fronting the court house on the opposite side of the main street. 
The exterior of the building is neat and elegant. The keeper’ s house 
adjoins the prison. The prison proper is a very substantial building, 

in dimensions about 45 by 65 feet. There are two ranges of cells, 
built in a substantial and durable manner, containing thirteen rooms or 
cells. Five of these are large, 10 by 12 feet, and 7 feet high, and 

8 small, 4 by 7 feet, and one used asa dark cell. The corridors or 
halls are very narrow. The prison is heated by a furnace in the 

lower story, with flues leading to each cell. The doors of the cells 
are grated. The prison presents an air of great security, strength 

and durability. The locks, however, of the prison scem to require 
some alteration, as the keeper informed us that he recently had a 
prisoner that habitually unlocked h’s cell, and went out at pleasure. 
The county allowance is at present about $2 a day, which, however, 

is governed by the price of provisions. The prisoners food consists 
of coffee or tea in the morning, with wheat and Indian bread; din- 

ner, meat, potatoes and bread; supper, mush or bread and milk. 
The county supplies clothing when necessary. Furniture of the cells, 

cots or bedsteads ; straw beds, which are changed about twice a year ; 

no sheets or pillows allowed. Water is supplied by the keeper in 

Pitchers. Linen changed weekly. Night wants provided for by cov- 
ered tubs. The cells are whitewashed about twice a year. The  
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lower tier of cells are rarely occupied, and are at present used 

as store rooms. The windows in the enclosed building are much too 

small, rendering the prison dark and disagreeable. No punishments 

are inflected except curtailment of privileges. No work is done in 

the prison, although there is a fine large room well suited to the pur- 

pose. The expenses of the prison are about $1000 a year, $100 of 

which is paid for lighting and heating, and there are several other 

small items besides the board of the prisoners, which it includes. 

This prison was ereeted in 1834, and cost $10,000. There is no 

regular physician employed. The clergymen of the village visit the 

prison occasionally, but the prisoners have no books, not even a bible, 

without it is furnished by the keeper. The prisoners are kept in 

their cells, except half an hour daily, when they are let out under the 

observation of the keeper. Two or three prisoners are sometimes 

confined in the large cells at once, but only one in the small. The 

compensation of the jailor is derived from a charge of 75 cents as a 

lock up fee, and the use of the dwelling part of the prison for his fa- 

mily. This method of compensating the keeper seems to bear with 

great injustice on those committed for supposed offences, and after- 

wards proved to be innocent, and im sach cases should certainly never 

be demanded. 
JOHN D. RUSS, 

Committee of Examination. 

SCHOHARIE, SCHENECTADY, SARATOGA, MONTGOMERY 

AND FULTON COUNTY PRISONS. 

Examined August, 1847. 

The committee appointed by the New-York prison association to 

examine the county prisons in the 4th inspection district, comprising 

the counties of Schoharie, Schenectady, Saratoga, Montgomery and 

Fulton, would respectfully report that this duty was attended to dur- 

ing the second week of August. A few general remarks will apply 

to these prisons collectively. The officers in their treatment of the 

prisoners are uniformly kind and forbearing, not a single instance of 
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punishment having been recorded during the year. The food is of 
unexceptionable quality and quantity. The arrangements with re- 

gard to bedding, clothing and washing seemed to be entirely sufficient 

for the comfort of a!] concerned. 

  

   

    

An air of cleanliness and attention 

to all the necessary wants of the prisoners was apparent in each es- 

tablishment to such a degree as merits the highest commendation. 
Each prison was well supplied with stoves, and according to testi- 

mony taken, there was no Jack of fuel in the proper season. There 
is no system of ventilation in any of the prisons. The whole subject 

should be studied more carefully and practically, though at the time 

of the visitation, the atmosphere of the prisons was pure and whole- 

some. The Jaw with regard to the Jabor of convicts seems to have 

fallen into entire neglect, excepting so far asa few are employed in 

the department of waiters and servants. One man was observed labor- 

ing at his trade, that of a basket maker, in the prison at Balston, Saratoga 

county. He was insane, and work had been furnished him at his own 

This general fact, in the opinion of the committee, goes to 
prove the wisdom of a suggestion made in the last Annual Report, 

page 361; 7. e. “whether the laws in relation to county prisons 

might not be so modified as to divide the State into several penal dis- 

tricts, according to its population, in a central position in each of 

which a prison should be erected after the most approved plan, in 

which labor, instruction, and all the appliances for health and refor- 
mation should be introduced.” With such an organization the pre- 

sent prisons, when they are fit, might become mere houses of deten- 

tion, and so arranged as, while they provided for the accommodation 

of witnesses, those committed for want of bail, and on accusations 

for misdemeanors, they should afford perfect separation for each and 

all those committed on the suspicion of crime.”? 

   
   

            

    
request. 

  

   

      

     

   

    

The committee 

would commend this whole subject to the careful consideration of 

the Associstion.    In all of the prisons there was a good supply of 

bibles, hymn books, &c., and a tolerable amount of religious instruc- 

ton by clergymen and others in the vicinity. Particular mention 
should be made of the indefatigable exertions of the keeper of the 

Saratoga county prison in behalf of the spiritual welfare of those 
committed to his care; and also of the interest which several benevo- 
lent ladies have manifested in the Montgomery county prison. The 

   

   
   

  

Imnortal interests of those incarcerated in our county prisons, how- 
ever, demand far more thorough and systematic efforts than have 

tbus far been put forth. Too little reliance, it is to be feared, has 
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been placed upon the promises of God to bless the means used 

sowing the seeds of virtue and religion in the hot beds of vice an 

immorahity. __ 

THE SCHOHARIE COUNTY PRISON, 

Ts a small stone structure, being one story high, and about 30 by 

42 feet, containing two rooms and two dungeons. it pas Oe © 

cently erected at a cost to the county of $2000. It is situa’ “ ue 

rear of the new court house, though entirely separate from * ' 

average number of prisoners is three, thus admitting of Oe mn 

without difficulty. This prison is under the charge of Tobias Bouck, 

Esq., sheriff of the county. 

THE SCHENECTADY COUNTY PRISON, 

Is under the same roof with the court house and family accom 

dations of the keeper. The principal fault to be found with t is 

prison is its being utterly inadequate to any attempts at Classi le 

The average number of the prisoners is from ten to fifteen, an ' Ny 

are crowded into four rooms, to spend their time in downright ic * 

ness. Schenectady being such an important point upon the line o 

the canal, draws within its borders great numbers of shiftiess ve 

turers, among whom will always be found many fit jec a 

prison discipline, vagrants, petty thieves, and noisy braw re . 

nectady therefore requires in her county prison, more ample acco 

modations, and a more thorough regimen, This matter cannot ‘ 

down as the fault of any one individual, and by no means as “ 

ing upon the excellent general management of the keeper, sel 

Van Voast, Esq. It is the fault of the age. The men were allo re 

unrestricted intercourse with each other. This prison is under 

charge of Michae} Thompson, Esq., sheriff of the county. 

— 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PRISON, 

In the town of Fonda, had, at the time of our visit, but one inmates 

an ignorant black man, awaiting his trial upon the charge of attemp 

to commit a rape on a white girl, A simple book was handed him, 

from which he contrived to spell out a few words. The CT 

ments during the year at this prison had been 52 ; average number 

2. Herman Ehie is the keeper. 
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SARATOGA COUNTY PRISON, 

Was found to be the most commodious and best arranged of the 
five prisons in this district. It is in the village of Ballston, and is 

under the direction of P. H. McOmber, the deputy sheriff. The 
classification here is good, there being nine rooms to the average 

number of five prisoners. The whole establishment appeared clean 

and comfortable. 

For several minor particulars not conveniently incorporated in a 

report of this general nature, the committee would refer to the statis- 

tics which they collected from the prison books and other reliable 

sources. It isa matter of deep regret that these statistics are so 

meagre. It is to be hoped that the printed tables which have been 

left at the different prisons, with instructions as to the manner of fill- 

ing them out, will remedy the deficiencies which have existed. As 

far as the statistics go, it will be seen that additional proof is afforded 

of intemperance and ignorance being the most fruitful sources of 

crime. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

THOMAS GALLAUDET, 

CHARLES PARKER, 
Committee. 

   
CHENANGO COUNTY PRISON. 

Examined August 10, 1847. 
This prison is situated at Norwich, and is 25 feet by 24; is well 

ventilated, clean and in good order, and well enclosed by a substan- 
tial fence. Present number of prisoners 5 ; 4 males in 1 room, and 
1 female. No employment in the prison. No pardons nor deaths, 
nor punishments of any kind. No clothing been required ; changed 

weekly. Have a physician, and the sick well provided for. Eat 

three times a day in the jail; all live same as the jailer. Tea, cof- 
fee, vegetables, &c. County pays 14 shillings per week for board 
of each prisoner. Wooden bedsteads, straw beds, feather pillows ; 
sheets and blankets changed weekly. Water plenty for washing. 

Bible for each prisoner, and other reading matter when asked for. 
No classification ; no teaching. 

M. MITCHELL, 
R. REED, 

Committee. 
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PRISONS OF OTHER STATES. 

MAINE. 

Alnnual Report of the Warden of Maine State Prison, 1847. 

There are now confined in the prison, 70 convicts, and employed 

as follows, viz : 

Tn lime quarry,.....-see0. 18 In wheelwrights’ shop,..... 6 

Shoemaking,.......... 30 Hospital, sick).....+.05 4 

Tailoring, ...6.. ..... 38 Lumpers,........+..2- 1 
Washing,.......00.06. 2 Waiters,.......eeeee0e 2 

Cooking,......ceee00. 2 _ 
Smitas’ shop, Agegregate,........ 70 

Care is taken to obtain good overseers. They take pride in seeing 

those under them well cared for. Each convict who wishes, has a 

small garden in which he is permitted to Jabor a few minutes daily, 

and while he takes the fresh air, he is raising also from his garden 

such vegetables as his taste may require. The vegetables thus raised 

they control, and during the whole fall and winter they are supplied 

with all kinds of eatables, which to them are extra. They generally 

take great delight in this pleasure. Iam quite happy tc. ata 

very large proportion of the convicts behave well, and hu: i simall 

number have to be punished, and that all the punishment lu io; the 

year has been mild, such as to shut them up in the du: con unt. we 

obtain a promise of reform. 

To show this legislature at a glance, how the affak > 9! i. : ison 
have been conducted since I first took charge, viz., Ap. 20°, 1539, 

Ushall charge the prison with 

Amount of stock and tools on hand April 26th, 1839,. . 

do _ cash received from state treasurer,......00) 460.5  



  

266 [AssemBty 

Cr. By am’t stock and tools on hand, April 
BO, 1847, 2... -eees eevee $17,056 56 

do notes and accounts more than 
7,041 79 OWE, ceca ccsccnsccevces 

13,177 44 do new prisOn,...+..eeseee sees 
do ime kilns, sheds and engine 

house, ...... 

do making entire new fence around 
PTISON, ....eeeeeee 

do loss by fire in 1841, as settled 

by a committee of the legis- 

Jature of 1842,........06. 

2,500 00 Sr 

500 00 eee aceon 

9,119 65 
———— 49,395 44 

vevceeses $6,427 92 LOSS, cc ce cc ee cer es eee cree ates eens 

By the above statement, it is shown that in eight years the prison 

has failed to pay its way by the sum of $6,427.92, making a deficit 

of $803.49 a year. 

It is a consoling idea that a state numbering more than 500,000 
inhabitants, has in its only state prison but 70 inmates and averaging 

less than that for a series of years, though large in territory and 

bounded as we are upon the provinces of a foreign nation. 

The State Prison in account with the State of Maine. 

1846. Dr. 
April 30. For stock and tools on hand,.......+s00e0 $17,437 89 

paid officers’ salaries, ceseseees 4,189 64 
do convicts discharged,.......ee.e0s 161 91 

do for clothing, .......0..-- eee eee 369 10 

do fuel and lights, .......0.eeee- 978 08 

do lime quarry,..... cee cece eee 938 45 
do wheelwrights,........see.0++ 1,831 52 
do building and repairs,...... 264+ 222 18 

538 50 
1,927 9% 
3,051 46 
1,235 12 

670 03 

do TEAM). cee cece cee eee ee none 
do Subsistence,.. 1... cee ece cece 

do shoemaking, .....ceesseveere 
do expense account,....+..- 

do blacksmithing,.......0+seee0 
—" 

$33,551 83 
—— 
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1847. Cr. 
April 30. By stock and tools on hand,.... oseee $17,056 56 

cash received of visiters, 111 11 
do of ecnvicts admitted,...... 8 47 

rec’d and charged for clothing,......... 130 72 
do do fuel and lights,.... 32 16 
do do lime quarry,....... 2,142 74 
do do 3,592 47 
do do building and repairs, 3 50 
do do team,.........00. 605 29 
do do  subsistence,....... 261 74 
do do shoemaking,....... 5,621 80 
do do 

do do blacksmithing, 

balance,...c sce cee cece eccn cose anes 

wheclwrights,..... 

expense account,... 14 85 

1,681 60 
2,288 82 

$33,551 83 

Amount due prison on notes and accounts, $14,110,23. Amount 
due from prison on notes and accounts, $7,068.44, Ba'ance in favor, 
$7,041.79. 

BENJAMIN CARR. 

Convicts. 

Number of convicts, April 30, 1846,.......ececeuee 
Received since,.........00. 

Discharged on expiration of sentence,.......ee. 

Pardoned,.......0.eeecees cece eee 

a 
18 

Remaining number, April 30, 1847,...........--.. 70 

Whole number committed since July 2d, 1824,...... 909 

Discharged on expiration of sentence,.......... 666 

Pardoned, ...0..ceceescsccecsececeeeecseees 139 
Died)... .ec0cees 
Escaped and not retaken,..........06 eee eee 

Present number, April 30, 1847,......ce0cce0s  
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Crimes. 

Rapes. ceccsveccecvcceceeeee 
Assault with intent to kill,...... 

Larceny,....-+ 
Arson, ..ee.- 

Burglary, 
Adultery,..eesseneceees 

Passing counterfeit money, 

Murder—sentence commuted,...... 

Murder—awaiting sentence of death,......- 

Murder in the second degree,........ ceeeewes 

Forgery, 

Polygamy, 

Receiving stolen goods,...... 

wee 49 

eee eese 
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Annual Report of tre Inspectors of Maine State Prison. 

Du:ing the past year the conduct of the prisoners generally has 

been good, and mild punishment by solitary confinement for a few 

days, has, in most cases, had tbe effect to subdue the disorderly, but 

in a few cases it has been found necessary to inflict an additional 

punishment, by compelling some of them to wear a chain and clog, 

nor can it be expected while the number of convicts for life is as 

large as it is at present, and they are allowed to associate with other 

prisoners, that order can be maintained without occasionally inflicting 

more severc punishment than a few days solitary confinement. 

There appears to be a great difference of opinion at present, among 

those who have given the subject of prison confinement and discipline 

much care and attention, whether the plan of solitary labor, or work- 

ing in company during the day and lodging separately at night, 18 

best calculated to sustain the health and reform the prisoners. 

Each of these systems has strong advocates, and much has been 

said and written upon the subject, and the interest that has been 
manifested cannot fail to exert a salutary influence upon the prisoner, 

and improve prison discipline, as the defects of each system are care 

fully watched and commented upon by the advocates of the other, 
and every opportunity is improved to obtain a correct account of the 

mental and physical health of the convicts. 
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Without advancing an opinion as to the comparative merits of the 
different systems, the inspectors feel confident that those who are 
sentenced for life should not be permitted to assuciate with those who 
are confined for only a short time 3 they should not be situated so as 
to enable them to exert an influence upon those who may in a short 
time be in a situation to assist them from the cutside of the prison 
walls. ~ 

It is nearly impossible for an overseer to prevent the prisoners from 
occasional conversation while they are allowed to be together; the 
expense of keeping such prisoners separately, would undoubtedly be 
greater than as they are now situated ; but taking into consideration 
the influence they exert upon young convicts who are in prison for 
a short time, instilling into their minds feelings of revenge, stimulat- 
ing to disobedience and insubordination, subjecting them to frequent 
punishment, thereby souring their minds towards the officers, preven- 
ting them from application to their work, thus depriving them of the 
advantage of a trade when they leave the prison, whereby they might 
be enabled to find useful employment, preparing them for associating 
with their former companions in idleness and dissipation, almost se- 
curing their return after a short absence, the whole expense of the 
prison would not probably be increased by the change. 
The cells are all furnished with a bible, and the prisoners are sup- 

supplied with books from the library ; the cells are well lighted, af- 
fording a good opportunity for reading after they are confined for the 
night, 

The clothing of the convicts is good and comfortable, and much 
care is taken by the officers to preserve cleanliness. 

The food of the prisoners is good, and furnished to them in suffi- 
cient quantity ; they have rye and corn meal bread, or corn meal 
pudding and molasses for breakfast and supper, and beef and potatoes 
o bread, pork and beans, or fish, pork and potatoes for dinner ; in 
addition to this, they are supplied through the year with hot coffee 
With their dinner. 

BENS. F. BUXTON, 

GEORGE A. SFARR, 

STEPHEN BARROWS, 
Ins. Maine State Prison. 

Maine State Prison, May 21, 1847.  
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Chaplain’s Report. 

To the Inspectors of the Maine State Prison: 

Gentlemen—During the past year we have had two religious exer- 

cises in the chapel each Lord’s day. Each cell is furnished with a 

bible, and I occasionally distribute religious tracts among them, for 

which most of them appear grateful. 

New books are soon to be added to the present library, which will 

give them a good supply of mora) and religious reading. 

JOB WASHBURN, 

Chaplain of the Maine State Prison. 

Recapitulation of balance in different departments. . 

Balance in favor Wheelwright department,.. 1,773 60 

“ “ Shoemaking “ 1... 2,165 66 

“ “ Blacksmith © 4... 996 37 

“ “ Lime quarry & 4... 2,220 45 

“ “ Team aoe 66 19 
7,222 81 

Balance against Subsistence department,. .. 2,689 19 

& ce Fuel and lights, “ ..++ 173 77 

“ “ Clothing, ee 402 69 

« “ Expense account, “ ..+. 1,195 39 
————— 5,061 04 

$2,161 83 
—_— Balance in favor of income department,..... 

Statement of convicts. 

Number of convicts in prison, April 30, 1846,...+-+++++-0+s 60 

Received since, .... cceese coeur cece sneeeeeeees 

B
i
B
 

Discharged on expiration of sentence,.+.+++esseresreees 12 

Pardoned,...e.see cece sccccect eee esecerencececres 5 

Died, ssscecevceccrce seen crsecensareersennasscece 1 
— 18 

Remaining, April, 1847,.....seeceeeerer cess ese 70 

  

      
     

     
     

      
      
      

       

  
  
       
    
    
    

    

    

      

   
From 10 to 20 years,........ee0 sees 
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Whole number of convicts received since July 2, 1824,.... 

Discharged on expiration of sentence,......++ 

Pardoned,.... 2.00.40 

Died,.. 2... ce ceee cece cence 

Remaining number,........ 

Crimes. 

Rape, occ. ceceescvesceee 
Assault with intent to kills... .1s. scssssecseccceeveceee 

Larceny). cee csce scene sseccee seer eceeres eee e cece neces 

ATSON,. cee cece ees cece eeee . cent ceeeeee 

Burglary, ccc .ececeeeceee cee e cent cee ceeueceeeee .. 

Adultery, ...0 .cse scene 

Passing counterfeit money, 

Murder—sentence commuted, 

Cece tse rescence ee rcoee 

‘ : 
¢ in second degrees. ccc cece case ceee ever cetencee errr 
« “ys 

awaiting sentence of death,, ... 0... 2004 eevee 

FOrgeryy.. cee ccsc secs seeesseeenes . 
Polygamy, 2... cece cece eect e ee ceee 

Receiving stolen goods,....... 

Ages of convicts when com itied. 

© 20 to 30 eee eee eee eee cae 
“ 30t0o40 “ .......... ca 

“ 401050 « 
« 50t060 “ 

60 to 70 

Total,.......06. 

Term of sentence. 

Sentenced to be hanged,.--.+ssseseeeeee eee. 

For 12 YEOTS). cece cece cece evecseseecens 

eee eee. 666 

see secesees 139 

seesenceccee OT 

Escaped and not takeny......cccceccecececececeevees 7 

seed eee eee eee rece vee 70 

  

     
909 
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For 10 years,.....sccccceecscvccce cess eeseneseuseseses 

. eaeee Cee ee emma ree nese eeseseeeaert nesses 

Semen eee ee mee eee rete sere neeeene 

L year, 6 months, 2... cee cece cece cece ance eens ccetans 

L year, cove ccc cece cece cece nce nececesen ease ensennees 

Total. ccc cc cece cece ce cent renee re eene seeecees 

Number of days occupied by Convicts in different Departments for the 

year ending April 30, 1847. 

eeacceccese 3200 En Quarryy. ccc cece seen cnee eee steseesees 

i seeeees 1658 & Smiths’ shop, ...... ccceeccescceeesactenecenes B18 

& Shoe shops... ce cccescccseveccesesessseesceteseses 
2124 « Wheelwrights’ shop,... cece ete eeeaeeees 

&“ 915 
588 

594 
492 

Eumpersy.. ccc cscs cece cece cece cect eee eens ceeneeenes one 

Hospital, (sick,).....ccccece cece cece eens nees seen eeeee oats 

Sabbath, (in cell)... ccc cece cece econ neces ewe eeeecces ti 

54 Holidays, ee ee 2 

onc ee coon 
Tailors, ccc cece csce cece cee ucceccns ness cees eases 

Cooks. cc ccc cece cet ecce cece cece e ee eeee see aeeeees 

Washers,......seeeeees 
Waiters, 2... cee ccc ccc cee cece cc ee rece nee sens 

ae eer eee ee ee ee 

Stormy)... cee cccecccecccecsencccccceceeeeseteserases 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
enn nT I 

Warden’s Report. 

The whole number of convicts remaining in prison, May 31, 

1846, was........ sete e sete eee eeee eens ceeneeen eens 

The whole number since received into prison, is.....0.seeeees 

Making the whole number of prisoners during the year,.....-- 

ne yet 
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There have been discharged during the year ending May 
31, 1847:—By expiration of senter COs ese ccceeenes 

By remission of sentence,.... 
By order of court,. . Oe cece nea cece canes 
By commitment to Insane Hospital. ... 
By death..... 2... 

ee rs 

wee meee scenae 

Seem ner eoenas 

27 
Leaving remaining in prison, May 31, 1847.......... 61 

88 

Of those now remaining in prison, 60 are males, and J is a female; 
58 are whites, and 3 colored. 
Greatest number of convicts in prison at any one time during 

the last year,.. seeeseeen. 74 
Smallest number of convicts in prison at any one time,........ 61 
Average during the year, se wseesecseses. 66 

The number of convicts now in prison is smaller than has occurred 
at any period for the last eighteen years, as will be seen by reference 
to the accompanying table : 

Ages of those now in prison, at the time of their commitment. 
Under 15 years, 1 

Between 15 and 20 years,. 10 
Between 20 and 30 years,. 31 

Between 30 and 40 years,. 11 
Between 40 and 50 years,. 2 

Between 50 and 60 years,. 

Between 60 and 70 years,. 

Crimes of those now tn prison. 

Larceny,......eseee Manslaughter, .......... 
Assault with intent to com- Burglary, &c........ 

Horse stealing, 

Murder, ...... 

Rape, ......eecece cease 
Passing counterfeit bills,.. 

Attempt to murder,...... 
Arson, 

mit manslaughter,..... 

Attempt at rape,......... 

Abusing female child, with 
intent at rape,......00. 

Breaking store,.......00. 

Burning barn,........4.. 
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Terms of sentence of those now in prison. 

For 1 yeary.eeeeeeeeees For 9 yeats,...eseee sees ; 

For 2 years,..++eeeeeees 5 For 10 years,..eereeeees : 

For 3 years,..seurseeere 17 For 14 years,..eseeeeeee : 

For 4 yearsy...--0020002 4 For 15 years,..-+eeee0e+ ; 

for 5 years,...s eee eres 8 For 20 years;.++++eeree: i 

For 6 years,...+-eeesse 2 For life, sees ee eres 0 

For 7 years,...+-see eee s a 

For 8 years,,..eeeeeers 

States and countries of which those in prison are natives. 

New-Hampshire,...-.-.- 32 Lower Canada,.....ee+es , 

Mlassachusetts,......---. 6 England,..... esse cree ee : 

Maine we.) 66 Isle of Many... -+ee eee 
peeneeneeneene 

Vermont, .ssecceseereee 4 Francey.++eeree rere etes I 

New-York,..sseseeeeees 2 New Brunswick,...-..-. 1 

Pennsylvania,....--- aoe lt a 

Treland, ...5 see erences ; er 

Upper Canada,...++-+-++ 

Counties from which those now in prison were committed. 

Rockingham, .....+++ +++ 14 Cheshire, ..----- aeceeee ‘ 

Pillsborough,...-.+--00- 1S Belknapy..ceesecereeees : 

Grafton,.....ceeeeeeee as Carrolly. wee eee cece ease ; 

Strafford, ....-eeeeeeeee 8 Co0sy.. see ee eeeee ne } 

Sullivan,..ce sere cession 5 
a 

Merrimack,......+-++5 «- 6&4 61 

Employments: of those in prison. 

Blacksmiths .......+.+-++ 12 Hall sweeper...sseseeeee } 

Cabinet makers ........-+ 19 Tailor and barber....++.+« 

Shoe makers. ..eeeeee cree 2h Washer ...eceee cece vers ' 

Cooks.. cscs ceceseeeeeee 2 Engineer and fireman....++ 

Loamper ..e0 seer eee e eee 1 a 

Seamstress ...seeeeeerees 1 ° 

Old and infirm......+--0. 1 
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Recommitments. 

Of the 61 convicts now in the prison, only 7 have heretofore been 

inmates of this institution, while 7 others are known to have been 

tenants of similar institutions in other Slates. Of those recommitted 

to this institution, only one is a third comer ; the other six being upon 

their second term of service. Of 111 convicts sent forth into the 

world during the last four years, but a single individual has been 

recommitted here ; and only one, so far as is known or believed, to 

the prison of any other State or country. 

During the past year, as heretofore, I have endeavored to maintain 

and continue the same mild, but decided system of governing the 

prisoners, to which I referred at some length in my last report. 

Another year’s experience has only strengthened and confirmed my 

convictions, not merely of its practicability, but of its immense 

| superiority, as a reformatory agent, over any severe, rigid, and 

arbitrary method of controlling even the worst of men. 

A variety of circumstances have combined to render the operations 

of the prison less profitable in the aggregate this year than last. 

The average number of convicts has been almost one-sixth less, while 

the expense of supporting and superintending the less number has 

increased instead of bemg proportionally diminished. Two successive 

changes of contractors in the cabinet shop, have occasioned a con- 

siderable diminution in the receipts from that department of the 

prison. In February last, the contractor in the smith shop relin- 

quished his contract and left the institution, carrying with him nearly 

all the machinery and tools peculiar and indispensable to a continu- 

ance of the particular branch of manufactures in which he had been 

chiefly engaged for the last two or three years. No other contractor 

offering, with the approbation of the directors I employed such of 

the prisoners as could do it, in fitting up new machinery and tools, to 
enable the greater portion of the convicts heretofore employed in that 

shop, to prosecute successfully the same business to which they hal 

become accustomed. The residue were removed toa newly fitted up 

shoe shop, where they have been and still are employed under my 

own superintendence and control. Entering upon a business entirely 

new to them, their services were at first comparatively unprofitable. 

In fitting up the new shoe shop, and the machinery and tools for 
the smith shop, considerable expense was unavoidable, and to provide 

the latter shop with the stock and materials necessary to its success- 

ful management, a considerable outlay of capital was required. The 
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funds for these purposes have been obtained, partiy by loans, partly 

from credit given to the institution, and in some degree by advances 

the Fae Toss to the State, from the whole management of the 

institution, has been $648.52. Taking the aggregate services of 

twelve prisoners for the year, the average number of convicts this 

year being less than in the preceding, by that number, at thirty cents 

each per day, $1,126.80, and adding thereto the excess of expendi- 

tures for clothing and bedding, provisions, salaries, fuel, &c., this 

year over those of last year, $156.6], and the amount 1s $1,283.41. 

Receipts. 
$1,936 66 

2,186 76 
aaa mecer rare anee Received from cabinet shop 

smith shopscscce cece eeeeeewe cere cscs 

shoe shop 

hat Shop. ..eeees cont ence eres crceecee 

steam engine...+.- we neenee eee eees 

Pe VISItOLS... e000 

Amount of receipts a 

Paid interest....-- 

& expenseS......-- 
% for provisions 

© for clothing and bedding.....--. aeeeee . 

“ for repairs and improvements. ....+e sees seer eres 

cave eee $6,130 53 
ee 

Apparent expenditures. ..--.-- eee 

Amount of receipts..... 

eee raee 
Apparent loss to the institution... cece weeee 

From which deduct property on hand, not appraised, and 

not carried in the above accounts... .serseereeeenres 

And the actual loss is as before.. ..e+ ese cece ecer cess 
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Physician’s Report. 

Bowel complaint, consequent upon the extreme heats of summer; 

the bilious and typhoid fevers of autumn ; the catamhal and pulmonic 

diseases of the winter and spring months, have been equally prevalent 

in the prison as with the same amount of population abroad; with 
this difference, however, that the same diseases are found to be less 

complicated and more manageable here, and fatal symptoms more 

easily obviated than in private practice. 

The very excellent dietetic regulations of the prison, by which 

which every convict is duly supplied with wholesome, plain food, in 

such quantity and quality as abundantly to minister to every want of 

the system, contributes very essentially to the uniform health that 

generally prevails in the institution. Such I consider the perfection 

in this department of the prison, that the domestic arrangement in 

many families would be greatly improved, and the long scores of “yi- 

sits and medicines” much curtailed by adopting the present weekly 

bill of fare in respect to simplicity of preparation, due proportion, and 

regular succession of animal and vegetable food as now furnished the 

inmates. 

The only evil experienced, for which it seems difficult to devise 

an adequate remedy, is the deficient ventilation in the cells of the 

otherwise greatly improved prison building. 

The only death that has occurred under his charge was the case of 

the old man, Chandler Peavy, under sentence for life, who, after lin- 

gering for about six months under a gradually increasing decay of 

constitution, died 11th March, at the advanced age of 82. 

THO. CHADBOURNE. 

yo , Ao or 
CL & ti.its 

, a aig 

ee ta, PU VERMONT. , 

Te I eae SS 
Report of the Directors of the Vermont State Prison, 1847._ ave 

The order, neatness, and cleanliness observed in every part of the 

establishment made a favorable impression on the directors; they be- 

lieve the discipline and police regulations of the prison have been 

properly attended to, and so far as they had opportunity of noticing, 
they were satisfied with the management of the business concerns of 

the prison.  
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The liabilities of the prison, though yet large, have been dimin- 

ished during the year, exclusive of interest, by the sam of $9,971.28. 

To give a just view of the business operations of the prison for the 

past year, it is necessary to allude to the business of previous years. 

The amount of brogans, and the stock suitable for their manufacture, 

has been very large since 1843 : 

The brogans on hand in Boston, September Ist, 1846, 

was appraised at...... 

There were in process of manufacture, and soon after 

added to the stock in market, 2,350 pairs, which esti- 

mated at the price of those in Boston, is...... 

$7,851 50 re ee ee a ry 

1,354 00 

Making, ..... ces cee cece cece cece ceeeee $9,205 50 

The business has since been closed by the sale of all in 

market, the nett proceeds of which was.......+.... 6,435 18 

Showing an aggregate loss on the last year’s sales from 

the appraisal, of... $2,770 37 

The brogan business, strictly speaking, does not pertain to the 

business of the present year. It will be seen that the shoe shop, to 

which the above was charged, disconnected with the manufacture of 

brogans, instead of a loss of $1,111.94, as will appear by this report, 

has made a profit on the business proper of the year, of $1,658.43. 

In considering the pecuniary affairs of the prison, the first glance 

may lead to the conclusion, that the whole a:count of the assets are 

a reliable source to meet the liabilities. But on analyzing the assets, 

it is found that $3,054 consists of tools and furniture, $1,635 of pro- 

visions, clothing, &c., needed for immediate use in the establishment, 

and that from $3,000 to $4,000 are needed to be constantly on hand 

in stock and work in process of manufacture, making together not 

less than $8,000, which cannot properly be applied to meet the lia- 

bilities of the State. 

S. H. JENISON, 

A. WARDNER, 
H. FIFIELD, 

Directors. 
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Exprenpiture anp INcoME FOR ONE YEAR, ENDING Sepr’nER 1, 1847 
Expenditures. 

Provisions, , 
Clothing, . one 7 
Fuel and light)... . cc. eee cae ee ee 501 98 
Prison department, ....... oe, 
Medical department, aoe oe Oe is 
Shoe shop, (loss i 
Sho 

1,111 94 ay and expense account, ......ceccee cess 3,472 92 Repairs, . "128 61 
. 1,156 29 Balance of old 

, 
OPE ACCOUNL, oo ees eee eceesevencecacucags 165 19 

Balance of interest, 

Demands carried to suspended account, seeees 72 19 Deficit of assets compared with liabilities Sept. 1, 1846 222 52 Surplus of assets over liabilities, Sept. 1, 1847,....... . 2,814 74 Or, in other words, the amount of the two last items con-~ 
stitutes the excess of income over expenditnres and 
loss for the year. 

$12,468 21 

Income. 

State Ti y e Treasury, ttecereesesess 10,000 00 

147 12 
sesees 1,900 78 

72 88 

Admittance fees,...... 

Carriage shop, ......... 
Collected on suspended debisy oo... cee ccescsceccece 
Contingent gain arising from variations in inventory of 

old demands, ............ Sn 

$12,468 21 
ae as 

The unavoidable loss on the brogan business will account in measure for the apparent heavy expenditure of the prison the ast Year. On the Ist of December, 1845, when I first entered u on the duties as superintendent of the prison, there was on consignment i Boston, Mass., 12,500 pairs brogans, estimated by the then direct ms at $7,210 ; and on hand at the shop, and in process of manufacture, 
2,384 pairs, estimated at $882.43 3 also, hides in the process of tam. ning, and leather in various condition, suited principally for b work and no other, estimated by directors, (mostly from representa.  
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tions, as it could not be seen,) at $4,357.65, making the brogans and 

brogan stock then on hand, all amount to the sum of $12,450.08. 

Tn accordance with the views of the directors, as well as my own, 

this heavy stock of hides and leather has been finished and manufac- 

tured into such work as it was best fitted for, and sold for the best 

prices that could be obtained. The final closing up shows a loss on 

the whole from the appraisal of the December 1, 1845, of $3,370.37, 

as shown by the reports of September 1, 1846, and September 1, 

1847. 
HIRAM BARLOW, 

Sup’t Vermont State Prison. 

Table showing the number of Convicts, and how employed. 

In confinement September 1, 1846,......0eceeeeeees 

Since committed,.......00 cece eee eeeree 

Discharged by expiration of sentence,........ 

“ 6 Governor,...eseccee 

“ deaths. ..cc cece cece cece were eteeeeetes 

Leaving in confinement September 1, 1847,.....+-eeeeeeees 

Received from the following counties,— 

Rutland, .... . 
Franklin, ...0.ese acess 

Windham, ...0.seeeeee 

Chittenden, .......-+..- 

Washington,......0.4- 

Orleans, .scesescereces 

Orange,. se ceeereoeees 

Essex). cee cece seeecees 

l
a
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a
 Number received since Sept. 1, 1846,....... 1 

Employed— 
In carriage shop, wood work, including coopers,..... 

Tron work,.... cece cece cen eeees 
Painting and trimming,.....eeees- 

In shoe shop, shoe manuafacturers,......-..+00-- 
Shop waiter, scecccecesesevvcceees 

Tailors,.... cece cece rvs eccececene 
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Bell waiter,.... 1 Wood-cutter,... 
Prison waiter,.. 1 

1 

1 
Cooks,........ 2 

3 Washer,....... Jobbers,......- 

White males,.... 

Black “ 

Physician's Report. 

The medical affairs of the prison, which have usually presented a 

sameness from year to year, have been diversified in the past one by 

an epidemic which resulted in the death of two convicts and the long 

confinement of about one-fourth the whole number of those in prison. 

The health of the convicts previous to the close of September last, 

had been as good as usual, but at that time, Typhoid Fever com- 

menced, and our hospital arrangements were nct reduced to their 

usual scale until late in December. 

Our hospital accommodations are not sufficiently extensive to meet 

our wants when an epidemic ‘ike this falls upon us, but under ordi- 
nary circumstances they are sufficient. The two deaths referred to 

are those of Dake and Kibbe; the first died upon the 18th of Octo- 
ber, 1845, and the last upon the 2d of the same month. One other 

death, includes the whole catalogue of mortality for the past year. 

Eugene Clifford, under sentence of death, expired on the 15th of 

March, 1847. 

The case of this man being peculiar, requires some remark. He 

had been in confinement nearly four years, excluded for the whole of 

that period from society, exercise, and nearly from light. Thus situ- 

ated, both body and mind sunk together. He came to prison a stout, 

athletic man, in the prime of life—all his activities in full exercise 

by strong passions and impulses; and from the day that the door of 

his civil grave closed upon him, his progress was directly downwards 
to that physical one, the lot of all. His case furnishes an exception 

to man in general, of whom it is said “it is given to him once to 

die ;” but poor Clifford met with a double death—an intellectual and 

a physical death.  
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Tt has been my duty to watch the health of this man for the whole 

period of his sojourn in this place, and I can speak without any hesi- 

tation of the change he underwent. His intellect when he came 

here was unimpaired—he generally admitted his guilt to me, but 

thought himself justified. He sought at times, for a few months, to 

get some influence from abroad used in his behalf. Tt was then Supe 

posed that by the law he would, of necessity, be executed at the en 

of a year from the passing of his sentence ; but such an interpretation 

was given to the law, (then recently passed,) that the Governor i 

not feel himself compelled to issue the warrant for execution. After 

the year had passed, he began to have raving turns—would be noisy, 

abusive and violent, so much so, as to make it necessary to chain 

him. Ina few days this would pass off and he would become man- 

ageable and orderly. Soon after this he was haunted with the idea 

that he was unlawfully confined. He could not understand why, as 

he had not been hanged at the time he expected to have been, he 

should still remain in confinement. The idea of unjust detention, as 

he considered it, would lead him continually into fits of violence and 

insane rage. At such times, the scanty furniture of his narrow cell 

would be destroyed, and his clothes would suffer the same fate. 

Next to this succeeded a wish to be hung. Reason, which now 

began to shine unsteadily, showed him that such a life—a “ death in 

life?’*—-was less desirable than death, even in its most ignominious 

form. I have stil] in my possession a document which he wished me 

to forward to the Governor, in which he begs him to order his exe- 

cution. a. 

At this period there were great changes in his feelings, from deep 
despondency to correspondingly hlgh exaltation of spirits—a gloomy 

silence was succeeded by laughter, continuing for hours. He could, 

however, give as little reason for his mirth as his sadness. At such 

times there would be an occasional admixture of the old idea of -un- 
lawful detention. 

The next change was refusal to take nourishment, with the inten- 

tion of starving himself, and in this way to escape from a life that 

had become intolerable to himself. On one occasion he continued his 

fast 8 or 10 days, but promised to eat again upon our making prepa- 

rations to administer food by the stomach pump, and for a time kept 

his promise ; but in the last year of his life he was very unsteady in 

* Coleridge’s Ancient Mariner. 
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his eating, several times going without for four or even six days in 
succession, 

About a year before he died he became possessed with the idea 
that there was a conspiracy against his life, and that poison was con- 
tinually administered to him in his food. There was also an idea of 
supernatural agencies operating upon him, and “ burning him in his 
bowels,” an idea, so far as T have observed, peculiar in some degtee 
to insanity from derangement of the digestive organs. Supernatural 
voices also called him names, such as “ dirty blackguard,” and others 
equally disrespectful. I could never learn that any allusion was 
made by these imaginary voices to his guilt. Indeed, I never saw 
any feeling of remorse or of penitence for the murder of his wife or 
child. 

In the last year he became less and less communicative, until he 
would not speak at all, and for the last four months preceding his 
dissolution he did not speak to any one or make any vocal sound, 
except once, a few hours before he breathed his last, and then only a 
word or two in reply to some question relative 1o the pain he seemed 
to be suffering. 

Such was the intellectual death of Clifford, 
The gradual destruction of his physical powers kept pace with the 

intellectual depression. One stage of bodily derangement succeeded 
another, until life ceased. It was difficult at any time to say which 
was least natuzal, the body or mind. Examination after death re- 
vealed the existence of tubercle in the lungs, and in almost ail the 
abdominal viscera,—in fact, Just the same pathological condition was 
found to exist as is seen in the wild animals that die in their cages 
after long confinement. 

To the subject of insane convicts, I would again call your atten- 
tion. There is now a convict (Lambert) who is subject to attacks of 
insanity, and at such times is very dangerous. No propec treatment 
for such a case can be given here. His time expires before the Leg- 
islature will be in session for 1848. It is very certain that he cannot 
be discharged with safety to the public. 

Chaplein’s Report. 

Tam happy to be able to state that a good degree of decorum and 
propriety of deportment have been discovered among the inmates. 
And though we have no marked cases of reformation or piety, yet the  
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efforts to meliorate their condition are appreciated, to some extent, by 

most of them. We generally have less apparent inattention and in- 

difference than is usually discovered in regular congregations. 
The religious services on the Sabbath relieve them from many te- 

dious hours of solitude. In this view I am sure that relief from tem- 

poral sufferings, in a degree, is the direct and immediate result of the 

Chaplain’s labors. 
As a further means of cheering the solitary hours, and of moral 

improvement, we have had the nucleus of a library to which the 

convicts have had access. During the past year it has been consid- 

erably increased by the addition of many valuable works purchased 

by the Superintendent. 
As it has not been deemed expedient to organize a Sabbath school 

in due form, we have adopted, as a substitute, an exercise in which 
select portions of Scripture history, and other important and interest- 

ing sketches have been read. This exercise has been conducted by 

Mr. Thompson, keeper of the prison. 
We have now two classes in process of Jearning to read, instructed 

by fellow-convicts, under my own supervision. Their proficiency 

has far surpassed our expectations, considering the facilities afforded 

them. 

Report of the directors of the Vermont State prison, 1848. 

The order, neainess, and cleanliness observed in every part of the 

establishment made a favorable impression on the directors; they 
belicve the discipline and police regulations have been properly at- 
tended to, and, so far as they had opportunity of noticing, they were 
satisfied with the management of the business concerns of the prison. 

A. WARDNER, 

H. FIFIELD, 
G. W. COLLAMER, 

Directors. 

Expenditure and income for one year, ending September 1, 1848. 

EXPENDITURES, 

Prison department. .....ccecseeescccccecescccoseves $163 52 

PYovisiONS .. ce sce ceeeecee cere cect cence cons cess sees 2288 86 

Clothing. 2... ssc cece cscs scesscesecscserencescsee 498 02 

Fuel and light. .... ccc cece ceee cnet escnscensesccees 483 03 
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Medical department........ 0c. cceeccenseceuecssese 28 69 

Pay and expense account..... seer cece cees 2,947 53 

Balance of interest paid vee eseececessee 836 49 
Repairs 2.0... cece cece ce . : . 33 46 
Balance of old account eee 64 42 
Demands carried to suspended account...........00 244 91 

$7,588 93 

INCOME. 
Carriage Shop... ee. cee ec ce cece cnn cseeacceceee $2,734 56 
Shoe shop ses cec cece cccccsceceseucsteucevcescuce 1,013 85 
Received from visiters............ 127 373 
Received on suspended account. ......scceeececesces 2 464 
Contingent gain, arising principally from collections on 

doubtful debis inventoried last year at half their nomi- 
nal value......eee.ee sense : 356 21 

Assets over liabilities last year, including balance of in- 
METESt.. eee ee ee seen seer enone . 1,564 74 

Liabilities over assets this year, including balance of in- 
terest... ......008 DOOR ee em see t rere erat acetaeee 

$7,588 93 

The two last items on the credit side of the above table, amcunting 
to $3,354.47, constitute the amount of all the expenses and losses of 
the prison over income, for the year ending Sept. 1, 1848, including 
the balance of interest paid and unpaid to this time. 
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Table showing the number of convicts, and how employed. 

In confinement, September 1, 1847 55 
Received in the past year from the following counties, viz : 

Rutland 

Windsor - 

BO Ream mee merase nem nnnseeeeanes 

Windham ........0..005 

CBee ree nere ease eeecenee 

Cet cere essere sar svecesse 

or ee ee ey 

Washington .......cccececececeseecceee secs 

Orange... cee eee c eee ce ee cece cceeesceaces 

it4 

Escaped 

Leaving in confinement, September 1, 1848 

Employed as 

In carriage shop, 
& 

ee 

“ 

“ 

Cook 

Jobbers. ...... ccc ee ceases 

Total... ccc cee cece ceee nee 
Discharged by expiration of sentence.............65 14 

Governor. ........ 

follows: 

wood work and coopers 

iron work... ..ce cece cece eens 

ee re rs 

ec ew eeeeees 

wee tees 

painting and trimming......... 
In shoe shop, shoe manufacturers.............- 20 

shop waiter... ....cccceececeeues 
tailors... 6. cee cece cece eens eens 

Bell waiter... 0... cee ccee ses eucsaceesaees 
Prison waiter. ....c..cecececaeeenes 

AE 

Wood cutter. .....e cee sece cess cccnsseeeece 

In hospital........., 

Insane (confined in cell)... 

SOC H ewer ere cern es seer assas 

eee eee asneeses 

Sete ere wm aree cane 

In kitchen... ........ ccc cece cece cceeccenccce 

Males .... eeeeeceee OL 
Female. .... ccc. ceeee 

1—22 

12 

4 

3—19 

o
e
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b
e
t
t
e
 

ee
 

 



  

288 | Assemay. 

Physician’s report. 

Winpsor, Sept. 1, 1848. 

To Hon. Hiram Harrow, Superintendent V. S. prison: 

T have this day carefully examined the case of Wm, Lambrene, or 

Lambert, a colored man, whose sentence expires upon the 25th in- 

stant, and I think there cannot be a shadow of doubt that he is 

insane ; and it is morally certain that the lives of our peaceable citi- 

zens would be endangered in the highest degree by allowing him to 

go at large. 

It is well known that we have here always more or less sane 

persons, and they have always been a difficult class to treat properly. 

We cannot give them all the means of recovery that they would 

have at the Insane Hospital; indeed, in no place whatever can they 

be so well treated as there. The Insane Hospital, so far as I can 

learn, does not want them there, especially those that are likely to be 

incurable ; and hence they have been very ingenious in placing such 

forms in the way as we cannot here comply with. In this way, all 

attempts to place these unfortunate persons in their proper asylum 

have proved fruitless; and the appropriation which the State has 

annually made of thousands of dollars, for the express purpose of 

giving the insane a better chance of again recovering their reason, 
has been of no service to insane convicts. It would be well that this 

subject should again be brought before them, and that they be urged 

either to pass a law which will render it practicable for insane con- 

victs to be removed there, or else that some suitable arrangements 
should be made here ty which the insane could be prevented from 

interfering so much with the order and quiet, not only of the establish- 

ment, but also of the village. 
I will not again occupy any time in recalling the subject of our 

hospital arrangements. They are well enough for an ordinary amount 
of sickness ; but when we have fever, there is much want of better 
accommodations. If any thing was done in the way of permanent 

provision for the insane, a hospital might easily be added. 

Respectfully submitted, by your ob’t servant, 

ED. E. PHELPS. 

Windsor, Vt., Sept. 1, 1848.   
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Chapldin’s report. 

The religious services have been regularly attended, as usual, and 
a general interest has been manifested by the convicts. Though 

there are no'marked cases of reformation, yet it is confidently hoped 
that the'religious services will prove salutary to ‘many of them. 

The disposition to read religious and other books, during the past 
year, has appeared to increase. And the classes in process of learning 
to read have made commendable improvement, considering the time 
spent in that exercise. They have but one lesson, of about one hour, 

per week; and yet some who, within the year, commenced with the 
alphabet, are now able to read a chapter in the Bible, with a tolerable 

good understanding of its contents. They are taught, as heretofore, 

by persons selected from their own number, under my observation. 

By an inquiry of those who have entered the prison the present 

season, it is ascertained that intemperance continues to be a fruitful 
cause of crime. 

THOMAS KIDDER, Chaplain. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Report of the Inspectors of Massachusetts State Prison. 

The earnings of the convicts, in the different departments of labor 

in which they have been employed, have been as large, in proportion 
to their number, as in any preceding year, for some years past. They 

| have also the pleasure to state, that a degree of harmony, good will, 
and subordination, has uniformly prevailed among the prisoners, 

which is highly creditable to them, as well as to those, on whom the 

immediate government of the prison has devolved. 

The remarkable, if not unparalleled, degree of health that has been 

enjoyed in the prison, during the year ending in September last, will 

be regarded, by all, as just cause of gratitude to the great Source and 

Dispenser of all good. Nota death has occurred during the time, 

and for nearly a year next preceding it, out of an average number of 

about two hundred and seventy persons. 

Not a solitary case of insanity has occurred ; while in other prisons, 
in some of the states, this malady, as is well known, has always pre- 

[Assembly, No. 243.] 19  
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vailed to considerable extent, and their last reports indicate no favor- 

able change in this respect. 

During the ten years ending in eighteen hundred and forty-six, the 

number of cases of insanity, at the Philadelphia prison, known to be 

conducted upon the separate or solitary plan, was one hundred and 

nine, and in that at Charlestown, during the same period, the whole 

number was two. We mean, by this statement, to include those con- 

victs who became insane while in prison, and not those who were 

insane at the time of their admission. 

Every year’s experience in our own and in other prisons, furnishes 

additional proof of the superior merits of the congregate system, in 

many important respects, over any other of which we have any 

knowledge. 

The income of the prison during the past year has been sufficient 

to meet its current expenditures, including the salaries of the different 

officers, and to leave a balance, to the credit of the prison, of $126 

and some cents. 

The appropriation made by the legislature, in 1845, of a few hun- 

dred dollars, to defray the expense of employing an agent, to aid and 

assist discharged convicts who should seek his aid in procuring em- 

ployment for them on their return to the world, has in many instances 

already been attended with results which fully justify the expenditure. 

The inspectors are happy to say, that the more considerate, humane, 

and conciliatory mode of treatment of the convicts, which has been 

practiced in our prison for a number of years past, although at first 

denounced by many as visionary, and a dangerous relaxation of dis- 

cipline, has proved completely successful. It has never been pro- 

ductive of any thing but good, and in the nature of the case never can 

be. Its only tendency, as well as its practical effect, is to elevate the 

prisoner in his own esteem, and to excite and call into action the bet- 

ter feelings of the man, and to qualify him to return to society, and to 

enjoy its confidence and esteem by a regular and well-ordered life. 

BRADFORD SUMNER, 
SAMUEL GREELE, 
ABRAHAM F. HOWE. 

The Warden of the State prison respectfully submits the following 

statement of the concerns of that institution :-— 
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The whole number of convicts remaining in prison, October 1st, 

yenees 
sees 253 

The whole number of convicts received into the prison, during 
the year ending on the 30th of September, 1847, is........ 123 

376 

. a a 

Discharged from the pri i i prison during the year ending S - ber 30th, 1847,— eee mg were 
By expiration of sentence,.......ccsceceee cece 80 By remission of sentence,.... renee qT By order of court,......0.cccececececs on 1 

88 
The whole number remaining in the prison, Sept. 30th, 1847,.. 288 

Ages of those in the prison. 
15 to 20 years,.......... 30 
20to30 do .......... 138 
80to40 do .......... 65 
40to50 do .......... 31 

50 to 60 years,.......... 20 
60to 70 do 

Over 70 do 

Crimes of those in the prison. 
Larceny,...c.ceeeesecsee 67 
Common and notorious thief, 15 
Burglary, .... 

Burglary in second degree,. 
Burglary and larceny,..... 
ATSON,. 6... eee 

Robbery, .......... -- 2 
Highway robbery in2ddegree 1 
Shop-breaking and larceny,. 30 
Assault and robbery,...... 3 
Assault with intent to rob,.. 4 ; Maliciously setting fire to a 

urder, thee cnet eae cece manufactory, which was 
Assault with intent to murder, destroyed withitscontents, 1 
Manslaughter, ............ Cheating by false pretences, 1 

2 Malicious burning,........ 1 
Assault with intent to rape,. Burning a barn,.......... 3 
Lewd and lascivious cohabi- Having in possession coun- 

tation,. ... eee cece eens terfeit coin,............ 3 Adultery, Deck necewenens Shop-breaking,........... 20 
pigamy, meee eee w ence eees Burning a dwelling-house,.. 2 

Olygamy, .....eeesevees Maliciously removing a rail 
Incest, ......c cece cee ceee from a railroad,........ 1 

Having in possession coun- 

terfeit bank bills,....... 6 

eee wr enne 

Felonious assault, ........ 
Assault and highway robbery  



Stealing from the person,.. 

Breaking and entering a 

dwelling-house and steal- 

ing therein,.... 

Counterfeiting,....... 0068 

Escaping from the house of 

COLTEClION, 1.62 ee cece 

Feloniousassault and larceny 

Stealing froma shap,....+> 

Poisoning with intent to kill, 

Passing counterfeit money,. 

Breaking and entering a 

dwelling-house with intent 

to steal,.... cece eee eee 
Attempting to set fire,..... 

[AssemaLy 

Embezzlement and larceny, 
Accessory to a larceny before 

the fact,....-ceeeeecone 

Forgery, sees cececeeecces 
Assault with intent to com- 

mit alarceny,........0- 

Assault and mayhem,...... 

Perjury, ..e sees sees eens 
Attempting to burn a manu- 

factory, ...sceeaseeeeee 

Stealing, .....seeeeeeeees 

Obtaining money by false 
pretences,..-..eeeeseee I 

Breaking and entering a ves- 
sel and stealing, ......-- I 

288 

Terms of sentences. 

L year, ccc nseesceeneeee 26 
1 year and 2months,...... 1 

1 year and 3 months,...... 1 
1 year and 4 months,...... 1 

1 year and 6 months,...... 14 
J year and 8 months,...... 2 
1 year and 9 months,...... 2 
1 year and 10 months, 2 

2 Years, eee ever eeee wees 45 

2 years and 3 months,..... 3 

2 years and 6 months,..... 12 
2 years and 8 months,..... 2 

2 years and 9 months,..... 3 

2 years and 11 months,.... 4 

B YCATS, cece eee cece eee 41 

3 years and 6 months,..... 4 

3 years and 9 months,..... 1 
3 years and 10 months,.... 2 

3 years and 11 months,... 
4 Years). ceeeseeeseeencs 

4 years and 6 months,.... 
5 years,.ceceseees ace see 

5 years and 3 months,.... 
G Yeats). .cesecccereeees 

6 years and 4 months,.... 
T YOANSy eee eee wer scenes 

B years,..ce- cece seceeee 

9 years,..cesercoeees 

10 years,.....- 
13 yearsy.ses recesses cece 

14 years,. ccc. cece eeeoes 

15 years,...... 

18 years. .cerceceeeecces 

BD Yearsy.cceececeseveces 

Life, 0... cee cece eee 

a aesecasee 

wo eeescane 
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Connecticut,..........006 
Rhode Island,.... 

New-York, ............05 

New-Jersey,......... 

Pennsylvania, ....., 

Maryland, .....-seeeeees 

Ohio, oe. cess eee eee 

North Carolina,.......... 

Virginia,......... 

South Carolina,. 

Delaware,........ ccc eees 

Kentucky, ..........00.. 

District of Columbia,...... 

South America,........... 

England,.......e....e008 1 
Treland,......... 

ob
s 
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e
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253 

Scotland,.......ee.c.cees 

Francey. sce csee ccc cecees 

Canada,........0 20.0000, 

Nova Scotia, ............ 

Maltay. 20+ ccc ececcecees 

Prince Edward’s Island 

New Brunswick,.. 

Born on the ocean, 

Germany,.........c.c0ee 
Sweden, ......... 

Halifax, ...... 

Mexico, .. 6. cece cece anes 

Newfoundland,...... 

praee 

wee ne tas 

me
 
R
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e
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e
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ee
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Employments. 

Stonecutters,. ose 68 

Carpenters, .......0.006, 

Toolgrinders, .... 

Team hands,...........6. 10 
Blacksmiths,............. 19 
Whitesmiths, ............ 2 

Tinworkers, ........ 

Engravers and Printers,.... 4 

Cabinet makeis and uphol- 

oneness 16 

Brushmakers,..........4. 25 
Tailors. ..eccseecseeeees 6 

Machinist, .....eeeceeee. 1 

a 

Sterers, ......06 

Employed in cookery,. . 

Bakery. 0... ...ec ccc canes 

Washers,........0ssceee. 

Barbers, .......0.ce0eee 

Wood and coal carriers, ... 

Sweepers in prison,....... 

Attendants in hospital, 

Patients in do. 

Invalids,. 

In cells, oc... ce ace eee 

Waiters,......... see eens 

288" 

Of the 288 convicts now in prison, 50 are recommitments, as follows: 
2d comers, .. 
3d “ 

4th comer,.......05 
Sth = 

weer eene 

ey 

bem e reas aeroesrene 

Smee eres eras cece 

sae e reece on ewes eee: 36 

See ceseceeeeeaee I] 

se seessece. lL States and countries of which they are natives. 6th « 
a ee New-Hampshire,........- 17 

Vermont, .....ceseecene 10 

Massachusetts, ........... 96 

Maine,......cccceeesceee 17  
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There are fifteen negroes and ten mulattoes in this prison. 

The largest number of convicts in prison, at any time during the 

past year, WAS. ..see. cess nett eee cree eeeecces 288 

The smallest number was ...eesececceeceseenceseeeseeecs 244 

The average number has been..... soe cesevecs 262 

The affairs of the prison have been well and prosperous during the 

past year. A state of unprecedented health still continues to prevail. 

There has been no death, no escapes, no outbreaks, no resistance of 

authority, and but few violations of the regulations and discipline of 

the prison, during the year. Order, industry, gocd and kind feelings, 

have been the rule, and il] conduct of any kind only the exceptions. 

Every year’s experience convinces me more and more, that the best 

way of governing our fellow men, in prison as elsewhere, is by ap- 

pealing to their affections and understanding, and striving to convince 

them of our sincere desire to do them good and make them happy. 

It is hardly in the nature of man to render evil for good, when con- 

vinced that the good is uncontaminated with selfish or hypocritical 

pretences. What comes from the heart will reach the heart. Love 

begets love, and hatred, hatred. It is impossible, that a sane man 

can forever remain insensible to sincere, long-continued acts of kind- 

ness ; and there are no minds that will not at last become imbittered, 

and perhaps driven to retaliation, by oppression, severity, and ill-will. 

I have edeavored to govern the prison in accordance with these senti- 

ments ; and I can truly say that I have rarely, if ever, found a man, 

that I thought of sane mind, that could not be reached, and has not 

been made kinder, gentler, and better, by the discipline of kindness 

which I have adopted. 

A desire of self-improvement among the convicts, a devotion to 

reading, writing, ciphering, and other studies calculated to inform 

the mind and improve the character, and an attachment to the library— 

which now consists of about five hundred volumes of the best books 

in our language, continue to manifest themselves. Every convict has 

the privilege of taking a book from the library every Saturday after- 

noon, and there are few, if any, I believe, that do not thankfully im- 

prove the privilege. 

One hundred dollars a year was appropriated from the funds of the 

prison, by an act of the last legislature, for the “ increase, preserva- 

tion, and care, of the library,” which sum, under the direction of the 

inspectors, has been expended during the past year. T have reason 
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to believe, that the advantages derived from the library, the Sunday 

school, and the society for moral improvement and mutual aid, can- 

not fail, and have not failed, to do good. Many of the convicts have 
become greatly improved, and most of them benefited thereby. But 

the most beneficial of all things, is the acquiring of habits of industry 

and a trade. There are but few convicts, that come to this prison, 

who have trades; and this want of a calling is undoubtedly one of 

the evil circumstances of their lives, which have Jed them into crime. 

Talways consult the convict, when he comes to prison, as to what 

trade he would prefer to learn, and, when I can, I gratify his inclina- 

tion,—from the conviction, that a man will be likely to do better, in 

prison and out, if permitted to follow the bent of his own desire in 

this respect. The prisoners are encouraged, and required, to exert 

themselves to become expert, good workmen; and most of them, 

who are sent here for a term of years, do in fact become skilful, and 

able to compete for a livelihood with others in their trade. I know 
of many that are receiving large wages. JI often meet, and converse 

with them in the streets. They often call upon me, and I often re- 

ceive letters informing me of their success in the trades which they 

had acquired in this prison. In connection with these remarks, and 

in confirmation thereof, I am happy to quote from a very interesting 

work, on the subject of prisons, recently published by the Hon. 

Francis C. Gray. He says that, by a law of March 22, 1845, “an 

agent is appointed by the State, whose duty it is ‘to counsel such 

discharged convicts as may seek his aid, and to take such measures 

to procure employment for such of them as may desire it, by corres- 

ponding with persons in agricultural and mechanical pursuits, and 
with benevolent individuals and associations, as he may deem proper 

and expedient.’ His mode of proceeding is this. Knowing when 

any convicts are about to be discharged, he visits them in prison some 

time before, and asks whether they wish him to find places for them, 
or ail them in any way, and, if they want places, at what. business, 

and in what part of the country. He requests every one, who wishes 
his help, to call on him immediately on leaving the prison, and in the 

meen iime exerts himself to supply their wants ; nor has he ever once 

fail to find, for every one who asked it, employment at the work 
he wished, and in the part of the country he wished, at from one 

dollar to one doilar und three quarters per day, as soon as he left the 

prisen, or shortly fier; some of the stone-cutters have earned two 
dollars and a half per dey, One respectable cabinet-maker informs  
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me, that within ten or twelve years past, from forty to fifty discharged 

convicts, whom he knew to have learned their trade in the state prison 

here, have been employed in his establishment, and that he never has 

discharged one of them for bad conduct ; nor ever wished to get rid 

of more than two or three, who left him of their own accord.” How 

encouraging are these facts, and what a proof of the utility of this 

act of merciful and beneficent legislation, affording evidence that most 

of the convicts, when discharged, are enabled, by the offer of employ- 
ment provided by the. agent, to resist the temptations to idleness and 

crime, and become industrious men and good citizens. 
Fhe business and financial concerns of the prison have resulted 

more favorably than I had reason, during the year, to anticipate. 

The small number of convicts—the average being exactly the same 

as the year before ; the high price of provisions, especially of pota- 

toes, of which, on account of the great waste occasioned by the dis- 
ease, I was obliged to purchase an increased quantity; the addition. 

to the salaries of the watchmen by an act of the last legislature ; and 

an appropriation from the funds of the prison, for the benefit of the 
library-——together creating an additional expense of $1200 per year— 

led me to apprehend a deficiency of income to meet the expenses of 

the prison, but I am happy to be able to state, that the earnings of the 

prison have been larger than the year before, and larger than any 

year since I have been warden, and a little more than equal to the 
whole expense. 

Experience has proved, that there is no location in the state so 

good fora state prison, as this. It is remarkably healthy, and in 

the neighborhood of our largest cities, yet sufficiently isolated. I 

am, told that there are positive disadvantages connected with the lo- 

cation of a large state prison of this kind in a small place. When 

the. interests connected with the prison come to bear a large proportion 

to the other interests of the place, and when the officers, contractors 
and agents, and their families, connections, dependents and friends, 

constitute a large portion of the inhabitants, each having his individual 

interests, opinions and prejudices, every movement in the prison 
creates excitement, and may often very sensibly influence and disturb 
the purposes of the government of the prison. This has been a serious 

obstacle to the introduction of a kind and merciful discipline into 

some of the largest state prisons in this country. Any amelioration 

of severity always gives offence to some connected with the prison, 

-and directly rumors of disorder are abroad, and the contractors and 
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their agents, ever awake to the suggestions of interest, and constantly 
apprehensive of the loss of labor, instinctively desire the government 
to spur on the convicts to do more work, by the stimulus of punish- 
ment. Accordingly, it becomes the town talk, that the discipline is. 
tunning down, and the work of the prisoners is falling off, till the. 
government resumes its former severity. Thus a state of public 
opinion is formed in the place, unfriendly to convicts, hostile to their 
well-being, and sceptical of their reformation or improvement. No 
Sunday school can well be formed in such a prison. Few teachers. 
can be found in such a place ; and very few ready to extend the hand 
of friendship to prisoners when discharged. 

Disbursements and income Srom October Ist, 1846, to September 1st, 
1847. 

Dr. 
To provision department,..........0. . $7,755 04 

hospital do 215 52 
clothing do 4,003 63 
expense do ++ 3,140 15 
prisoners discharged,.........cesccccecccce cece 383 00 
officers’ salaries,.... 0.00 cece sees 16,046 11 
transportation of prisoners,......cecccesecce cece 566 41 
repairs of real estate,.........006 161 85 

emer ere cere 

seem ecw we cane 

eee ere coe scan 

$32,271 71 
Balance, being profits,.... 126 26 ee) 

$32,397 97° 
———————= 

Cr. 
By profits in-stone department,........ 000 cece cces $13,516 73 

profits in labor department,......... 17,018 48 
fees of admittance,........ 

1,624 79: 
TENS, wees sececcees 

215 00 
22 OF 

interest. , 

$32,397 97 

FREDERICK ROBINSON 5 

Warden. .  
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No death has taken place among the 376 different convicts which 

the prison has contained during the past year. This makes near 

three years since December, 1844, within which period bu as ‘sie 

instance of mortality has occurred in the institution. During 

time, there have been confined no less than 580 convict sect that 

When, in connection with this statement, is mentione ne ne 

none of the priscners are pardoned in anticipation of nme oe 

solution, or with any view whatever to the chances 0 Prospective 

death ; and the further facts, that many of the inmates ae ner 

going, and have undergone, sentences of ten years and upward ia 

that, of those whom we receive, more than an average Pp poe 

bring with them disease and enfcebled constitutions, whose ¢ ances 

of life would be put at a very low estimate in the commun y a 

large, I think the bill of mortality of the institution may sey 

fairly be appealed to as one criterion of its relative healt ul ; “has 

The number of applications for leave to consult the physio ; 

been 4810, averaging thirteen anda fraction daily. This ines 

not only the cases of those who apply for medical treatment, . ; 

all those who have any request to make for a change of work, diet, 

&c. The number of patients admitted into the hospital, on pu 

upon the sick list, has been 102 in the whole, comprising 68 rent 

cases, or a little less, on an average, than one in three days. nes 

patients, together, have spent 913 days in the hospital, arenas "e 

about nine days to each. There have been invalided for the ¢ ay ‘ " 

allowed to remain in the hospital without work, but wene have net 

been put upon the sick list, 682, or about two a day. Nearly Ne 

same total, or 611 days, of light labor have been allowe is on 

432 instances, I have prescribed change of work for the ay ; es ie 

these, in 242 instances I have considered the application as on “ ® 

and prescribed no remedy. Comparing this last number wi ak 

whole number of applications, as first stated, a result, as I t me 

favorable to the general honesty of purpose of the convicts wi 

PO new case of insanity has developed itself during the past year. 

One convict, however, was sent here who attemptsd, soon after HS 

entrance to the prison, to counterfeit insanity. He had previously 

been sent to the State asylum at Worcester, from one of the county 

jails, as an insane pauper. After his release from that institution, te 

was arrested for burglary, and sentenced for life to the prison. | is 
conduct was such as to give the general impression of his insamity- 
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After some weeks of careful observation, the commissioners of in- 
sanity were satisfied that he was feigning, and not really insane. 
Upon acquainting him with our convictions, and stating to him the 
consequences of persisting in trifling with the discipline of the prison, 
he resumed his senses, and has behaved well since. 

The only cases of real insanity in the prison which have come 
under my notice since January, 1845, are the following : The convict 
who was recommitted to the Slate asylum for the insane, as noticed in 
my report of last year ; and two other cases of dementia. One of them 
left the prison last year, on the expiration of his sentence. The other 
is still in confinement, soon to be discharged. Neither of them 
evinced the ordinary share of intelligence at the time of their com- 
mitment ; and I am unable to say how far, if at all, their disease was 
produced, or aggravated, by their confinement. 

J. W. BEMIS, 

Physician, 
Our Sabbath school has been in successful operation, having en- 

jeyed the benevolent and self-denying labors of Christian teachers, 
from the churches in Boston and Charlestown. To them, the institu- 
tion and the Commonwealth have been laid under strong obligations 
of gratitude. 

Public worship has been regularly maintained on the Sabbath; and 
the customary religious services, morning and evening, on the other 
days of the week, rarely fail of their due observance. Much pains 
have been taken to instruct and discipline a choir of singers in the 
Prison, to aid in rendering our religious services the more interesting 
and profitable. 
Opportunities are almost daily embraced, by the chaplain, of hold- 

ing private intercourse with the prisoners, and thus, by affectionate 
warning and counsel, endeavoring to reach the conscience and the 
heart, and by this means to accomplish what instruction, more general 
and public, may have failed to secure. 

The prisoners have access, weekly, to the library of the institution, 
humbering near five hundred volumes, furnishing them with varied 
Teading, suited to enlighten the mind, improve the taste, znd purify 
the heart. 

What amount of good is actually accomplished by all these means 
and efforts, it is impossible definitel, to ascertain; but it can herdly 
be doubted that, on the minds of a great majority, an influence most 
salutary is exerted and permanently secured. Could we compare  



  

Si
ge
 
a
E
 

PD
 

A
L
G
A
E
 
ER
TS
 

AT
ES

 

300 [Assaaeiy 

results, as here developed, with those of a similar institution, where: 

the means of moral and religious instruction, and of intellectual eul- 

ture, are withholden, or enjoyed only in stinted measure, we might, 

in such case, be able to form a more correct estimate. The contrast 

would, unquestionably, be strongly marked, and would go far to” 

satisfy even the most sceptical that moral means and appliances are 

far more efficacious in reforming the vicious, than perpetual ignorance 

and habitual severity. 
JARED CURTIS 

Chaplain. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Report of the Directors of Connecticut State Prison for 1847. 

The present number of convicts is 150. Of this number 138 are 

males, and 12 are females. 
Ten years ago the number in confinement amounted to 216, since 

which period the number has gradually diminished to the present 

time. This decrease is confidently believed to be owing to the dimi- 

nution of intemperance in the State. 

It is gratifying to know, that while our State is enlarging in popu- 

lation, criminals are decreasing in our prisons. 

The diminution in the number of convicts must consequently affect 

seriously the earnings of the Institution. The average number the 
past year has been 20 less than the preceding, and the earings of 

20 convicts, under contract, amount to more than $2,000 a year. But 

under these disadvantages, we are enabled to report the earnings over 

the expenses the past year, at $3,472.12. 

We are aware that in some prisons in this country, efforts are ex- 

erted to modify and relax their discipline, to grant privileges to crimi- 

nals which do not seem to accord with correct views of penalties 

and punishment. 
While we discard harsh treatment and unnecessary severity, we yet 

are decidedly of opinion, that community will not be protected, nor 

criminals restrained or reformed, by transforming prisons into acade- 

mies, or convents of ease and elegance. Penalties of the law were 

designed to be enforced, and penitentiaries are the places estab- 

lished for that purpose ; when, therefore, feeble and false notions of. 
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   humanity prevail, justice is not honored in the administration of the 

law. Frequent changes in the managers of a prison, also tend seri- 
ously to impair its discipline, by favoring untried and unstable regu- 
lations, and discarding what constitutes a qualification so essential to 
success—experience. 

  

   

  

LEVI EDWARDS, 
RICHARD H. PHELPS, Directors. 
DAVID A. FOX, 

Wardew's Report for the year ending March 31st, 1847. 

Income. 
Carpenter’s shop, .... sees ceneccencsesctsscccnsers $2,249 10 

    

    

    
   
   
   
    

  

Chair-seating Shop. .scseescccscceccessceccceecces 2,447 ‘90 
Smith shop, ....ccssceceesee cece scccse ceseeseuse 2,342 37 

Cutlery shop. .ceccceessecceccceeececesescceeees 1,791 93 

Shoe shop,....eecceevccesccecceecseecccesseecces 25349 O1 

Cabinet shops... ..c. cece cece csee sce cceesstecsees 2,550 05 

Varnishing shop,.....csecccesacescccnecccusecucse 924 99 

Cash from visitors,..... 6.0 sceeeececeuceccveecees 410 16 

Balance of interest, .... cece cececsce esse aces ecene 504 69 

  

$15,570 20 
Expenditures. » 

Expense account. ...2.ccaseesceeccsserscceens sos $5,617 53 

Provision account, ...e.cecceescscnceucsucecesteucs 4,610 95 
     

   

      

   
   

   
     
   

Clothing and bedding, .........ccccccecseecseucecs 821 17 

Repairs and improvements,..........ccncececeesaces 95 70 

Hospital account, .... 0.20 sce cececececceecs oe cene 322 40 
Female department, ........scccceccecccceceseunss 234-41 
Transportation of convicts, ........cccececcccce cece 108 58 

Discharged convicts,...... sce ceeeccceccencececece 287 34 
Balance gained to the institution the past year,......... 3,472 12 

15,570 20 
TABLE $158 

Showing the number of prisoners in confinement, &c. 
The whole number in confinement, March 31st, 1846, 173 
Since received,......... been eee ese neenes eseees 28 
i . — 201 
ischarged by expiration of sentence,............. 42 

“ a9 ; pardon,...ceececessccccesncesscee 5 

—— 651 
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Leaving in confinement, March 31st, 1847,.......6. 150 

White males, 102. Colored males, 36. .........- 138 

“ females, 5. &  females,7. s+ cece eeee B® 150 

Employed as follows, viz : . 

Under contract making chairs,......e0.eeeeeereees Bl 

& Cutleryy.cs ccc ceeeveereces 33 

& DNOES, veces scccsercceeceee 21 
« TUles, .cse cece sevecceeeese IL 

On account of State, making chair seats,........... 32 

Hall waiters and out-door lumpers,.......0es00e008 5 

Hospital nurse, 1. Insane, 1. 

Invalids,...eeseeeseeeeeesesee sees cesses eeee 8 42 

Females employed at washing, cooking, making and 

mending prisoners clothes, &C.).....ecee cece cece 12 150 

Statement of Convicts in Confinement, March 31, 1847. 
Where Born. Where Convicted. Crime. Terms of Sentence. 

i «ees 94 Hartford - 21 Murder,........ 6 Life, 16 
Massachaselts, +. 12 New-Haven,. --. 28 Attempt to Mur- 15 years, $100 fine, 1 
New-York, 12 New-London, .. 23 der, ; 7 ‘10 years, $500 fine, 1 
New-Jersey,.... 4 Fairfield,.+-++-» 24 Attempt to Kill. 11 10 years, $3 fine, i 
Rhode {sland,... 4 Middlesex, ..... 10 Manslaughter, .. 6 10 years, S100 ne, i 
Pennsylvania,.... 1 Windham,...... 6 Rape, . 7 10 years, $50 fine, 

i 1 Toliand,........ % AttemptatRape, 8 22 years, . 
1 Litehfield, 30 Robbery, ....... 2 2 years,.. . 
1 TSON,++eeeeeeee 14 19 years,.. 

Burglary .» 38 15 years,.. 
Theft, .. +» 20 14 years, 
Forgery, - 
Horse Stealina 
Adultery, + 
Passing Counter— 

feit Money,... 
Bigamy, ....++.. 
Insanity,..+-+<.+ 

D. of Columbia, 
Isle of Madeira,. 

Seotland, ... 
TMANY s+ +008 R
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Physician's Report. 

March 6th, 1847, the Medical Department of the prison came under 

my care. The diseases of the convicts have been similar to those 

which have prevailed in former seasons. 'There have been three 

deaths, all males, two from disease and one by suicide. The first 

DL ix 
oO beg 
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occurred on the 20th of July, suddenly: The case in its incipient 
stage, was accompanied with a hurried respiration for some years, 
terminating in pneumonia, with effusion into the chest. The second 
was on the 2d of August, by suicide. ‘The third was on the 28th of 
September, after a long and protracted fever, which terminated in 
death. 

When I commenced my duties as physician to the prison, on the 
6th of March, I found entered on the Hospital Record, 17 names re- 
quiring medical advice. These, by prompt treatment, were soon re- 
duced, so that 4 only remained at the time of making this Report. 

There has been one death, (a colored man,) which occurred on the 
11th of March. The cause of death in this case, I am unable to 
state, as the patient was in the last stage of disease when the hospital 
came under my care. 

Chaplain’s Report. 

The moral and religious aspect of the prison during the year now 
ending, presents as many indications of good as in former years. 

There are those who continue from time to time to make profes- 
sions of christianity, some of whom give satisfactory evidence of a 
radical change of heart, and as a consequence, genuine piety of life. 

A smail number of deaihs have occurred among the convicts dur- 
ing the year. The first that died was a colored man. The second 
committed suicide, The third was a professed penitent. The fourth, 
and last, was a colored man, who died with professions of a firm trust 
in the promises of the Savior, and evinced a cheerful and submissive 
acquiescence in the economy of the gospel—in the salvation of 
sinners. 

Religious worship has been regularly maintained morning and 
evening in the hall, and every Sabbath in the chapel. 

A portion of the Sabbath has been devoted to Bible class and Sun- 
day school exercises. We have from thirty to forty arranged in three 
classes. 

The females meet in their room for worship, in the afternoon of 
each Sabbath. 

Considerable attention has been given to learn those to read. who 
could not, and to improve those who could read a little, also to spell,  



304 | [Adéescicy 

‘write and cypher. Some are making proficiency in the rudiments of 

grammar and history, together with natural philosophy. Some are, 

Iam pained to say it, so deficient in mental power, that it-would be 

mext to a miracle to elevate them as intellectual beings. ; 
Some are evidently insane, while others make a nearer approxima- 

tion to idiocy. Yet with those who possess sufficient powers of mind 

to enable them to know the worth of learning, there is, as has been 

the case for years past, a constant importuning forbooks. They plead 
for histories, moral and profane, biographies, &c. &e., and ask often 

with tears, why they are shut up in prison, and denied the use of 

books to read. ; 

Many of them say they would cheerfully dispense with one meal 

a day if they could only be furnished with a suitable supply of food 

for the mind. oo 

The importance of a library for the use of the convicts is evident 

to my mind. . 

I find by examining the convicts the following statistics which may 

not be wholly unacceptable. . 

‘Of 139 males 84 declare intemperance to be the cause of their pre- 

sent confinement and degradation. 13 have been engaged in the sale 

af intoxicating drinks—and 4 in its manufacture. 

There have been of the above number married 29 ; now married 

88 ; single and never married 72 ; attended Sunday school as schol- 

‘ars 30; do. a very little 30; crimes against person 44 3 do. against 

‘property 95 ; could not read or write 30; could say their letters 33; 

who are foreigners 16 ; colored 43 ; who confess their guilt 66; not 

i 3. 

ey’ NATHANIEL KELLOGG, Chaplain. 

Report of the directors of the Connecticut State prison, May, 1848. 

The management of this prison, the year past, has met with our 

approval, and subserved the purposes of its establishment. It has 

been conducted upon the plan upon which it was first started 3 and 

although there are rival systems, with zealous advocates and warm 
defenders, experience only the more confirms the opinion, that the 

one adopted is the best adapted to secure all the objects sought for, 

and to avoid the evils found to be intident to other systems. It 
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recognizes the fact that man is a social being, and that he is again to 
enter upon the theatre of common life when the days of his imprison- 
ment are ended. 

Its disciplinary character is such, that obedience is secured without 
resort to oft-repeated corporeal chastisement, thereby breaking down 
the spirit and hope of man. 

The present condition of the prison is prosperous, accomplishing 
the design for which it was intended. 

With all the facilities for reformation, experience shows that few, 
very few, are reformed. In looking for a cause, this fact stands out 
in bold relief, that a very large portion of the convicts of our prisons 
are those who are reared in ignorance, whose early character was not 
moulded by education and industry, and to whom the advantages of 
our beneficent system of education, with its noble endowment, have 
been valueless. With such minds and such habits as these, it is diffi- 
cult to find a medium through which to operate upon their hearts and 
consciences, and produce a reformation. 

One design of the®present establishment was, that the time which, 
under the old system, was devoted to the further advancement and 
perfection in crime of those brought together, might be employed in 
labor for defraying the expenses of their conviction and imprison- 
ment. In this particular, the result has been highly successful. The 
services of the convicts have not only done this, but have also pro- 
duced a revenue into the treasury of the State. This isa gratifying 
fact, if the great object is not lost sight of. The security of the 
community and the reformation of the offender are the prominent 
objects to be gained. If it should become a mere pecuniary enter- 
prise, and every thing else should be lost sight of, it would be most 
lamentable, in view of the real interest of the State. 

It will be perceived from the Warden’s report, that the gain to the 
prison is less than in former years. There are good reasons for this 
tesult. The number has been much smaller the past year—b57 less, 
on an average, than the three years ending March 31, 1845. The 
earnings of these 57 would have been over 6,000 dollars, at the price 
for which their labor is contracted, which is 35 cents each per day. 

Another fact is, that in those three years the expense of rations 
was to each man, for a year, $18.12; the past year, in consequence 
af the advance in prices, the expense of rations to each convict has 

[Assembly, No. 243.] 20  
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been $27.42 for the year, making a difference of 1,331 dollars on 

143 prisoners, the average number for the year. 

Many convicts are sentenced to confinement in the county jail for 

terms of considerable length, and the expense of their board to the 

State is $2.00 per week, while the expense in the State prison is not, 

ordinarily, one-fourth of that sum ; and the value of their earnings is 

but small, compared with what they would be worth in the State 

prison, and do not defray expenses. We have good reason to believe 

that the diminution in numbers in the State prison is no evidence of 

decrease in crime, or of convictions, in the State. 

Could we see and know that one genuine reformation has taken 

place, we should have abundant encouragement to continue in all 

suitable efforts in behalf of this unfortunate and pitiable class of 

pergoas. 

ROGER H. MILLS, 

E,. FESSENDEN, 
PHILO PRATT, 

Directors of Conn. State prison. 

Warden’s Report. 

$2,106 01 
1,780 88 
2,182 33 
1,342 63 
2,045 11 
2,241 99 

942 92 
329 34 
380 67 

Carpenter’s shop, ... 
Chair seating do 

Smith do 

Cutlery do 

Shoe do 

Cabinet 
Varnishing do 

Cash from visiters,..... Lene eee eee ces eeeee 

Balance of interest,....... 

$13,351 88 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expense account,.......0..000 eee ee : 
Provision account,,.........++. 
Clothing and bedding,.... 

Repairs and improvements, 

Hospital account,........... 

3,922 05 
627 91 
285 52 

304 43 

wees $6,032 53 J 
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Female department, . 
Transportation of convicts,.., 

Discharged convicts, 
Balance gaine 

. 

1,508 64 
—_——. 

$13,351 88 
Ta 1 ble, showing the number of prisone 

Whole number in confin 
Since received. wee 

7s im confinement, &c. 
ement, March 31, 1847, 

e 

Discharged by expiration of sentence, 
Discharged by pardon, 

reaving in confinement, March 31, 1848 White males, 102, colored males, 34, do females, 8, do females, 6, 

Employed as follows, viz : 
Under contract making chairs,..,, do do | ue 

de do 

do do 

cutlery, ... 
shoes, 

On account of State, making chair seats 
Hall waiters and out-door lumpers 
ospital nurse, 1 3 Insane, 2,., oon invalids, ..., a 

Females employed at washing, 
'ng prisoners’ clothing, &.,. 

Binding boots,.... 

cooking, making and mend- 
eee 

lowest number in 
Average number,, sae  
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Physician's Report. 

The general health of the convicts has been good, and the ordinary 

complaints of the season, such as occur among our citizens genera in 

have been the only diseases prevalent till the 12th of Nareh. , 

that time I discovered a case of smal} pox, in a convict who me oe 

in prison several years, and who had never been vaccinate 7 e 

case was one of more than ordinary severity, but the convict is now 

convalescing and will soon be able to return to his labor. out 

LT immediately employed vaccination and revaccination throughou 

the prison, and for all the officers, and the result has been that seven 
ioloid di have occurred. eases only of varioloid disease 

The occurrence of insanity among the convicts has been very rare 

since the opening of the institution, and no case has occurred since 
my recent connection with the prison. / ; 

Two cases exist which are worthy of attention; particularly as 

insane hospitals and private retreats are the only places where cases 

i i 2 vessfully. of insanity can be treated success! 

The case of one of these individuals (committed for safe keeping 

and not for crime) has been presented for the consideration of a former 

board. a _ 

The other individual exhibited decided indications of insanity when 

he was committed to prison, and he is now very nearly in a state 0 

idiocy. _ 

I rast I shall be excused for alluding to one other subject directly 

connected with the health and comfort of the convicts, and that isa 
-entilati the hall. more perfect ventilation of the ha ARCHIBALD WELCH. 

Chaplain’s Report. 

Morning and evening worship has been attended, I trust, ve 

good degree of satisfaction and mora] improvement to me eat 

generally. There are some, however, who give painfu evi me , 

that they take but little or no interest in the religious exercises 

any efforts made to promote their present or future we fare. far 

Besides a Bible and hymn book, with which each prisoner ; and 

nished at his cal], they have access to a small library of we f ihe 

interesting books, which have been purchased under a resol ve es 

last General Assembly ; and judging from the salu’ary effec 
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obviously produced, during the past year, Tam fully convinced, that the sum which was thus appropriated for that object, from the earn- ings of this Institution, could not have been expended more beneficial- ly for the convicts, or for the State. 
Some of the prisoners, when they came here, alphabet ; others could read but little ; 

them, they have made commendable pr 
have attended to arithmetic and other b 
as good progre 
permit, 

While there is occasion gratefully to acknow 
God, for the signs of improvement in the mi unfortunate class of our fellow 
all social privileges 

were ignorant of the 
but by diligent attention to 
oficiency in reading. Some 
ranches of study, and made 

ss in mental improvement as their circumstances would 

ledge the goodness of 
nds and hearts of this 

creatures, who are here excluded from 
and enjoyments, it is obvious that there are some serious obstiuctions to the Success of the gospel in our prisons. One of the most formidable appears to be, a general distrust on the part of the community, in any professions of penitence and amendment of life which may appear among the convicts. This has a powerful and despairing influence on their minds, leading to the firm belief that between them and virtuous society, there is and ever will be, an im- passable barrier, 

Let him, therofore, who would pe-manently benefit this class of 
the spirit of Him who came on earth to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound. Let him satisfy the convict that he feels for him, and takes an interest in his welfare ; 

designed to raise him from his depressed 
hope, to self-respect, and to usefulness, 
find, that the flinty heart of the prison 
spirit of truth, as readily and as sincer 

our fellow-men, exercise 

that his labors are specially 
and degraded condition,—to 

—and he will not unfrequently 
er will soften and yield to the 
ely as any other. 

DAVID MILLER, Chaplain. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

Inspectors’ Report. 
Mrs. Anna Jenkins and Mrs. John Maeder, of the Society of Friends, have been permitted to visit the female conyic ts as moral  
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The Rev. Dr. Alva Woods has continued his benevo- 

lent labors on Sundays in the religious instruction of the convicts in 
the State prison, which he has zealously and faithfully imparted for 

the last four years without compensation ; and the Rev. William 

instructors. 

Douglass, city missionary, has continued like services in the county 

jail for the past three years. The labors of these philanthropists in 
tempering the dispositions of the prisoners, render materia] aid to the 

promotion of good order. 
There have been three escapes from the State prison in the past 

year, viz: No.’s 71,57 aud 78, all of whom have been retaken and 

returned to prison. 
The improvement in the labor of the county jail, is of a decided 

character. The income of the cabinet shop over and above the salary 

of the overseer of labor, for the past year, umounts to seven hundred 

and twenty dolurs and ninety-two cents. The entire income of this 

shop, in nding other work in the county jatl, did net amount in the 

previous year, to a sum sufficient to defray the expense of the over- 

seer of labor, whose salary and board went into prison account. 

This salary is now charged to cabinet shop. The greater part of 

this disparity of results in those years is due to the difference be- 

tween the preseri efficient overseer and the former incumbent in that 

station. 
The dvaft on the general treasurer during the past year is $5 ,100, 

being $1,100 less than the draft of the preceding year, while the pro- 

perty on hand over and above the debts payable, has been increased 

$213.02. 
Ti appears from the report of the warden, that the expence of the 

State prison, separatcly from the county jail for the past year, is 

$1,720. Deducting the cost of the partition fence, the ordinary ex- 

pense is $1,610.22. The expense of the county jail is $2,713.64. 

Under existing laws, prisoners whose sentence is for a given time 

from a certain date, who escape from jail, have their term of imprt 

sonment expiring during their absence from jail, in the same manne’ 

it would had they not escaped. Thus, such prisoners recovered 00 

the day their term expires, must be immediately discharged. This 

feature in the laws offers strong temptations for escape, as every 2] 

of absence is so much gain from imprisonment. 
The undersigned would respecifully suggest the expediency of 

providing by law, that persons who shall escape from jail shall be 

required to serve out an additional time equivalent to their absenc?, 
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and also to work out the expense, including rewards, paid in recov- 
ering such prisoners. 

Respectfully submitied, 

Edward S. Williams, 
Adnah Sackett, 

William Sheldon, 

Ariel Ballou, 

D. Wilkinson, 

A. Peekham, 

Edward Potter, 

Inspectors. 

Warden's Report. 

October, 1848. 
The warden of the State prison and keeper of the Providence 

county Jail, respectfully presents the following statement of receipts 
and expenditures‘of said establishments during the year endi . 8 
tember 30, 1848. 5 , “eee 

Batance or Expense anp INcoME AS ABOVE 

Salaries and Jahor, ......... see. $3,374 15 
Provisions and groceries,. .. 2,273 32 
Fuel and lights, 857 27 
Repairs and fixtures, .. sone £60 28 
Bedding and clothing,........ 0.0005 270 93 
Miscellaneous, ........ 264 68 

157 33 

109 78 

61 08 

47 65 
16 00 

Recovering prisoners,.....seeceseeees 
Prison fence, 6... cee cceeceacs 

Purmiture,. cc. cceeecse eee 

Books ard stationery,.. .... 

Discharged convicts, ....... 

$7,792 47 

Shoemaking,...... 

Cabinet shop, eee aeeee 

JailTrent, 0.0. c ce cece ccc e cen e eee 406 00 

Jail feesy......... see 301 86 

Jail board... cece ceeeceeeecen evens 924 51 
Interest and discount, ..... 30 14 

Chew eer ere esa sene $945 27 

729 92 

a 

$3,328 70 

Balance of expense,........0 cece seseeese aces $4,463 77 
——=  
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enteen males and one female. 

The expense in each 

it appears that the 

two have been d 

has also been so divided as far as practicable, 

3 

twenty in the prison is 

vided as follows 

and one half of the ba- 

the rema 

ison on 

im prisonmen 

ivision, 1 
year, has been for the State pr 

The females are known as 

ty of Providence,. 

t, 

ci 

the year 

5743.64, di 

in the State pr 

sev 

ing 

ir term of 

ing accoun 

ded in proportion to the average num- 

0 

viz 
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Debtors bcarding in jail). ... sees cece eeee crete oneness 

Total average in jail,... 

1V1 
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z & v 5 2 wn s B 

3 ma ic ev 
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ing manner of d 
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of the 

one of whom has been returned. 

ited to the prison, 

ghteen, 

it of the State,......sceceeeveee 

1, 

ii 

vic 

iration 

ej 

°o 

18 cred 

a 

in prison on 

was ei 

Seven have been committed dur 

seventeen males and three females. 
Nos. 80, 82, and 83. 

charged by the exp 

three escaped, 

? 

the State prison,....sesesreecr ee cereeeenees 

do 

The expense of bedding and clothing, furniture, repairs and fix- 

tures, prison fence, recovering prisoners, and discharged convicts, has 

312 

The average number in the State prison and jail during the year 

has been as follows 

Convicts in 

The income on the shoemak 

According to the forego’ 

balance of expense for the 

The number of com 

$1,720.13 ; for the county jail, $2 

The number 

credited to the jail. 

ber of prisoners in each department, which 
al 

tember, 1847 

been divided according to the actual amount. 

and forty-five in th 

Total average in both prison and jail,.....seeesee neon cece 

of the other accounts, 

Persons in jail at the su 

and the remainder is then d 

lance of interest 
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NEW-YORK. 

Report of Inspectors of New-York Prisons, for 1848. 

The total number of convicts in the State prisons of this State, 

appears to be gradually becoming reduced. 

i 7 507 
in Auburn prison, Dec. 1, 1847, was 

he number “ . we Dec. 1,1848, “ 452 less 55 

Sing Sing prison, Dec. 1, 1847, 682 

« « Dec. 1,1848, “« 611 “ 74 

« « Dec. 1,1847, © 89 | 

“ « Dec. 1,1848, “© 88 “ 6 

132 

Clinton prison Dec. 1, 1847, * 6 

“ « Dec. 1, 1848, “ 163increase 17 

ion i 
5 

otal redaction im one year, 11 

Whether this reduction be attributed to an improved morality ie 

the State, or to other causes—unless it be an inereased Jaxness in the 

administration of justice—it is a cause for gratulation. he act of 

The legislature of this State, by the 108th section of the a ° 

Dec. 14, 1847, prohibited the infliction of any blows Saeraniae 

any convict, unless in self-defence, or to suppress a revo net 

rection. The cad, it is believed, hud been in use as an ins i . 

discipline and punishment, at lessty in all our State prisons, from 

period of their foundation until that time. ; «ation to 

The inspectors entered upon their duties with 8 et by ° 

give a mild system of discipline, without the infliction °. ows 

full and fair trial. Though entering upon the “ experiment “ 

“a new set of officers,” in charge of the prisons, they rejoice to be 

" able to say, after the experience of one year, that it has proved en- 

tirely successful. Disobedience and disorder have not resulted from 

the discontinuance of the use of the cat. Lashes are not neces 

tothe good government of our prisons. It is believed that in neithe 

of our State prisons has the discipline been relaxed 3 but on the a 

trary, exhibits an evident improvement. Men labor more cheer y> 

perform a greater amount of work, less frequently violate the ru. es, 

and become more humanized rather than brutalized in their feelings     
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while the necessity for imflicting punishment at all, becomes greatly 

diminished. At Sing Sing prison, during the months of January to 
November inclusive of the present year, the total number of punish- 

ments was 351. During the same months of 1847, it was 732, 

showing a diminution of 381, considerably over one-half. At Auburn, 

from January 12 tc December 1, 1°48, the total number of punish- 

ments was 282. We can find no records of previous years with 

which to make a comparison. 

Nor has this change been followed by those disastrous consequen 

ces to the fiscal condition and prospects of the prisons which were so 

feelingly and deployingly apprehended. It will be seen by state- 

ments herewith transmitted, that within the last year all the contracts 

at the Auburn prison, except one, have been re-let, at an average ad- 

vance on previous prices for convict labor of over thirty-three per 

cent. ; and thet five contracts at Sing Sing prison have been re-let at 

a considerable, though less average advance. ‘This shows conclu- 
sively that the value of convict labor, in the estimation of contractors, 

has not diminished by the disuse of the cat as an instruraent of pun- 

ishment. 

The attention of the Inspectors hus been called by the warden of 

Sing Sing prison, iv the fact that a committee of the New-York pri- 

son association, « suciely incorporated by an act of the Legislature, 

passed May 9, 1846, appeared at that prison on the 12th of July last, 

and claimed the right to enter it unattended by any officer thereof, 

and take such action us they thought proper. The Inspectors under- 

stand that a free ar ss to the prison, or any part of the prison premi- 

SCS, uid a full access to the hooks, rocerds or other papers, with every 

facility fur prosecuting any inquiries they might desire, was tendered 

to the committee by the warden, but that he declined to surrender, 

for the time being, the whole power of the prison into their hands, 

and permit them to proceed wholly unattended by any of its authori- 

ties. These facilities were not satisfactory, and proceedings by man- 

damus were commenced to enforce the recognition of the extraordi- 

nary power thus claimed, which are still pending. 

€    

  

The Prison Association claims the exercise of this authority, under 

the sixth section of its act of incorporation. If the claim be valid to 

the extent preferred, an irresponsible committee of an irresponsible 

. society may at any time supercede the authority of the prison officers, 

suspend the jurisdiction of the Inspectors of state prisons, and take 
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the management of the affairs of the prisons into their own hands. 

If they may do it once a year, they may twice, or thrice, or a dozen 

times. If they may do it for a day, they may do it for a week, ora 

month. A spirit of dissatisfaction may be easily inculcated among 

the prisoners ; disorganization and subversion of discipline introduced. 

Tu the most favorable view, it presents a power extremely liable to 

abuse. 

Among the members of the New-York Prison Association are 

doubtless many gentlemen of superior intelligence and enlarged phi- 

lanthropy ; but there is no security that such will always constitute 

its committees of prison examination. Discharged convicts from the 

prisons may become members of the Association, obtain an appoint- 

ment upon its committees, and thus become vested with supreme au- 

thority over the institutions whose cells they had recently tenanted. 

Or a certain grade of criminal lawyers, ever ready to engage in pro- 

fitable business employment, may seek the position to enable them to 

derive an advantageous traffic in the procurement of pardons. 

Tf desirable to establish an authority adverse to that conferred upon 

the Inspectors, a kind of opposition line, or even a concurrent juris- 

diction, 11 is respectfully suggested that its powers be accurately de- 

ned and limited, and that it be held responsible for the consequences 

of its acts, and the Inspectors and officers of the prisons relieved 

from that responsibility. 

But if the Inspectors are to “ have the charge and superintendence 

of the state prisons,” and “appoint all the officers therein,” as the 

constitution requires ; and those officers are to be held responsible for 

the discharge of the duties defined by the act in relation to county 

and state prisons, of 14th of Dec. 1847, it would seem but reasona- 

ble that the visiting committee of an irresponsible society should first 

obtain the permission of the Inspectors to enter the prisons, and exer- 

cise their authority under such supervision as they shall determine to 

be necessary. 

Inspection of County Jails. 

Agreeably to the direction, in the 18th section of the said act, to 

‘adopt such plan and regulation, not inconsistent with the laws of 

this state, as they shall deem expedient and necessary to carry into 

effect a uniform system for the government and regulation of all the 

county prisons of this State, and for the modification and improvement 

of the structure of such jails and prisons, with a view to such unifor- 
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mity,’ the Inspectors, with the approbation of the Governor and 

Comptroller, selected and published the sections of law applicable to 
such county prisons, with some additional particulars, as constituting 

such plan and regulations, embracing a blank tabular form for keep- 
ing the records required by the 15th section of the act, and transmit- 
ted pamphlet copies to the county judge and sheriff of each county, 

and to the keepers of each of the county prisons and penitentiaries of 

this State. 
In the absence of all particular knowledge of the peculiar structure 

and arrangements of the several county prisons, the inspectors were 

not prepared to adopt any definite plan for their modifications, with 
a view to any wniform system. And after examining the prisons 

throughout the State, the varieties in their structure and arrangement 

are found to be such, that no uniform system of modification and im- 

provement can be applicd to them. No géneral rule appears to have 

governed in the construction of our county prisons, unless it was to 

ascertain and adopt the greatest possible diversity of combination and 

arrangement. No single architect could possibly have conceived the 

almost infinite variety. Ii could have resulted only from a multitude 

of minds tasked for its production. But one rule seems to have been 

common to the whole, that of security, and this is not without its ex- 

ceptions. Very few of them are well adapted for the purposes for 

which they are intended; and with the case of a large proportion of 
them it is impossible for the keepers to observe and carry out the 

important provisions of the law in relation to the classification and 

separate confinement of prisoners. Some of them are totally unfit for 

occupancy for prison purposes at all; and scarcely any of them but 
may be improved by more or less modification. The particular mo- 

dification of each prison, however, has to be adapted to its peculiar 
structure and arrangement, and susceptibilities of improvement. 

It is made the duty of the supervisors, “ in all cases where there 

shall exist any such deficiency in room or apartments in the county 

jail or prison as is required for the classification named in the second. 

section of title first of this act, to cause such deficiency to be supplied 
without unnecessary delay.” In some of the counties, where the 

character and condition of the prison buildings are such that this de- 

ficiency cannot be supplied by any improvement or modification of 
which they are susceptible, and the erection of new prison buildings 
becomes necessary, doubts have arisen as to the proper course to be 

pursued. It is believed that the necessity or propriety of erecting  
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new prison buildings may be safely entrusted to the boards of super 

visors, upon the report and recommendation of the inspector or in- 

spectors of State prisons, approved by the county judge. A disposi- 

tion or willingness to levy unnecessary taxation upon their constitu- 

ents, is not one of the faults usually imputed to boards of supervisors. 

The Inspectors are required, by the 24th section of the act, to in- 

clude in their report, in a tabular form, a summary of the record re- 

quired by the fifteenth section of the act, to be kept by the keepers 

of the county jails and prisons. It was, therefore, found to be 
impossible to obtain these particulars to an extent to prove of any 

practical value, and the Inspectors consequently confined themselves 

to procuring simply statements of the total number of commitments, 
and the number on each particular charge, and even these could not, 

in every instance, be furnished complete. 

The provisions of the la@w in relation to the classification and sepa- 
rate confinement of prisoners, and the prohibition of promiscuous in- 

tercourse among them, have been, toa very great extent, disregarded. 

The prisons, except in very few instances, have not been constructed 

and arranged with any kind of regard to the means of maintaining 

this classification and separation. And the inconveniences, and in 

many instances the impossibilities with the means at their disposal of 

doing so, excuse or justify the keepers. We think we are warranted 
in anticipating a gratifying improvement in this particular, to be de- 

veloped by future inspections. 

The provision of the 9th section of the law for the regular employ- 

toent of prisoners under sentence at hard labor, has attracted but very 

little attention in connection with the county prisons generally. In 

many of them the number of prisoners of this class is very limited, 

and it is found difficult to introduce labor with any advantage, and in- 

deed without extra expense for supervision. It is perhaps worthy of 

inquiry, whether a series of penitentiary districts might not be arrang- 

ed, and suituable prisons constructed, with workshops attached, to 

which prisoners under sentence for 30 days or upwards might be com- 

mitted, and systematically employed at hard labor. This would re- 

lieve the county jails, to a great extent, of one class of prisoners, and 

perhaps reduce the sum total of the expense for their maintenance .* 

The county prisons have not been provided with books. Here a 

suitable volume might beguile the wearisome hours and days, other- 

* First suggested in the 3d Report of the Prison Discipline Committee of this 
Amociation. 
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wise spent in listlessness and inanition, or perhaps in taking lessons 

in vice from more accomplished adepts in its mysteries, and perhaps 

contribute to the acquirement of valuable information, to improve- 

ment of the mind, and reformation of life. The prisoner is however 

indebted to gratuity or charity for all the reading he obtains in his 

confinement. It is respectfully suggested that provision be made by 

law for raising a small annual amount upon the counties, or an ap- 

propriation of such an amount from the Deposite or Literature Funds, 

to provide adequate libraries for the several county jails and peni- 

tentiaries. 

Auburn Prison, 1848. ee 
The total amount of cash received during the last fiscal year, ending 

30th September last including cash on hand at the commencement 

seeee $70,126 58 
And the total amount expended during the year, for all 

purposes, ... seeeesserees 65,739 06 

seseee $4,387 52 Leaving cash on hand, Sept. 30, 1848, 

The amount expended for ordinary support, during the 

YEAT, WAS). se eee e eens se eeeeeecnee 47,854 97 

The earnings of the prison during the same period, were, 44,061 52 

Showing a deficit of cash earnings to meet the expenses 

for ordinary support, of,.... eee. 3,798 45 

The available resources of the prison, on the 30th Sept., 

1848, including cash balance as above, balances of ac- 

counts against contractors, &c., were, eaeee. 12,592 91 

The deficit of cash earnings to meet the expenses for ordinary sup- 

port, does not appear to have arisen at all from any laxity in the in- 

dustrial pursuits of the prison ; for the pro rata earnings of the aver- 

age number of the convicts in the prison during the year appear to 

have exceeded that of the preceding year, by a fraction over two 
cents per day each. 

Some important and long deferred improvements, of considerable 

magnitude, have been accomplished during the past year. Among 

them is the enclosure of the ground belonging to the State in rear of | 

the prison, by a substantial stone wall, from twelve to eighteen feet 
high, to be used as a vegetable garden, and to furnish healthful em-  



  

320 (AssEMEL¥ 

ployment for prison invalids. The filling up and embankment of 

flowed lands adjoining the prison property, was in compliance with 

an old existing contract made by a former agent of the prison, and 

provided for by an act of the last Legislature. 

The following list embraces all the contracts entered into at this 

prison during the past year for the employment of convicts. 

1. A contract for the convicts who are practical boot and shoe ma 

kers, for five years, at 653 cents per day. 

2. For not over thirty-five convicts, for the manufacture of ma- 

chinery, &c., for five years, at 46 cents per day, and not to exceed 

fifteen helpers, at forty cents per day. 

3. For not over three hundred and fifty convicts at any one time, 

for the manufacturing of carpeting, for five years. 

4. For not over sixty convicts, for five years, at the manufacture 

of saddlery hardware, at 455 cents per day- 

5. For not over fifty cabinet and chair makers, for five years, at 

65 cents per day. 

6. For all the practical tool makers, for five years, at 51 cents per 

day. 

Tt will be seen that the average of the advanced rates for conviet 

labor, over the prices previously paid, embraced in these contracts, 

amounts to over 33 per cent. Upon the number of convicts now en- 

gaged upon these contracts, it will produce about $9,000 per year, 

over the product of the former prices. 

The average time of actual labor, for the whole year, it will be seen, 

js ten hours and twelve minutes per day. This is, in our judgment, 

as high an average as can be reasonably required. 

The mode of supplying rations, by the agent, and not by contract, 

which we found in practice at the Auburn Prison when it came under 

our supervision, has been continued through the year. The average 

cost has been about eight cents per man per day, or $8 per 100 ra- 

tions. 

It is probable that, if regard be had to economy only, a contract 

might be made for the supply of rations at a less average rate of ex- 

pense ; but it is believed that this manner of procuring the sustenance 

of the convicts furnishes almost uniformly better and more whole 

some qualities, and is a valuable security against the abuses which too 

often attend the contract system. There can be no doubt but the 

health of the convicts, aside from epidemic or contagious diseases, 18 

Ma 
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very much influenced, and their ability to engage steadily in hard la- 

bor greatly affected, by the qualities of the provisions supplied to them. 
So far asa test of these particulars can be based upon the experience 
at this prison of the past year, it confirms our impressions of the utility 

of this method of procuring supplies. 

Report of the Agent of Auburn Prison. 

Strate Prison, Avsury, 
December ist, 1848. i 

The amount of earnings the preceding year, with an average of 105 
more convicts, was $49,817.89, making a difference in favor of that 

year of $5,756.37. The excess in the cost of rations, and in the 

amount expended for ordinary repairs, fire-wood, oil, &c., in connec- 

tion with the reduced number of convicts, accounts for the deficit 

It appears that the earnings during the year ending September 30th, 

1848, in proportion to the whole number in prison, (being an average 

of 105 less than the average the preceding year,) has exceeded that 

of the preceding year by $3,231.30, or a fraction over two cents per 

day each. This excess of $3,231.30, in the ratio of earnings, is to 

be attributed to the advance in the price paid for labor under some of 

the new contracts which went into operation before the close of the 

fiseal year, and to the extraordinary exemption from loss of time by 

sickness. Very much always depends upon the skill and tact of the 

physician in charge, in regard to the amount of earnings. So far as 

the earnings of the prison are concerned, more perhaps depends upon 

the action of its medical officer than any other connected with the 
Institution. From whatever cause, the past year has certainly been 

uncommonly exempt from loss of time by sickness. 

I have contrasted the earnings during the month of April last 

under all the old contracts, with the earnings of the same number of 

convicts during the month of November, in which all the new con- 

tracts have been in operation at advanced prices, and find the excess 

in favor of November is about $742, making an aggregate during the 

year of nearly $9,000 on the present number of convicts. 

Statement No. 1. 

_ Exhibiting amount expended in payment of debts contracted pre- 

vious to the 30th September, 1847, over and above the ordinary sup- 

port of the prison, during the year ending September 30, 1848. 
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Payment of debts by the late agent for articles had previous to 30th 

$2,713 68 

By present agent, 2 bills cost, 

Award of arbitrators to Dennis Wood & 

Russell, . 8,250 36 
1% 73 
580 85 

3,743 47 

$17,884 09 

Building and extra repairs, 

Extra printing, hooks, &.,...-.-+eeeeeeeeeereeeres 

Miscellaneous, 

Sratement No. 2, 

Of the earnings of the Auburn State Prison, during the year ending 

September 30, 1848. 

Cabinet shop,......- ence cence eesees +. $5,438 97 

Tool shop, 

Machine shop,..-+.eseseeeseeeeee esees 

Carpet shops, ...+ 

Shoe shop, 

Coopers’ shop, 

Hame shop, 

Tailors’ shop, 

Cutlers’ shop, 

Interest, job work, swill and convict labor 

on wall, (tenders) 

Support of United States convicts, 

Amount received from visiters, 

Clothing made and furnished Clinton prison, 

$44,061 52 
—— —oo 

Total cash earnings,...- 

Srarement No. 3. 

Of cash received from all sources during the year ending September 

30, 1848. 

1847. 

Oct. 1. Balance from last year’s account, . $18,227 62 

No. 243.] 303 

1848. 

Sept. 30. Cash received as follows : 
Cabinet shop,......... 000. $5,656 74 eee 85, 

Machine shop, 

Carpet shop, 

Shoe shop, 

Coopers’ shop, 

Tailors’ shop, 

Cutlers’ shop, 

Visiters,.... 

Silk shop, 

$51,898 96 

$70,626 58 

Statement No. 5. 

Of cash expended for general support, building, repairs, &c., durin 
the year ending September 30, 1848. ° 

Stock, coal, tools, and balance 

Printing and stationery 
Discharged convicts, and transportation of do 
Inspectors..... 

15,178 48 
7,197 04 
5,662 46 

140 11 

Pay of guard 

Miscellaneous balance 
Furniture, balance 

$65,739 06  
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Stable,..cceceecsesecceercensesen esos ereeaeereres i 

[dley....0ceccee cece sees ceesneoresecessaierencees 

Report of the Warden. 

On taking charge of the prison, I found that its discipline had been 

apparently relaxed, and was not of a very decided and effective cha- 

racter. The Legislature had but recently abolished, by law, the use 

of the cat as an instrument of punishment, and the conviets seemed 

to have imbibed a mistaken notion as to the effect of this act of leni- 

ty, supposing that no other punishment could be substituted for it, 

except solitary confinement. This milder form of discipline did not 

seem to excite the dread which had attended the use of the eat, to 

which many of the convicts were not strangers. Though invaluable 

as an agent in the maintenance of discipline, the solitary cell is not 

always speedily effectual in subduing the refractory, and by many is 

regarded without special apprehension. 

Experience has proved that men can be governed without the ap- 

plication of lashes to the person. It may be that there are cases in 

which a judicious application of the cat would be the best punish- 

ment, and attended with less risk than any other punishment of equal 

severity ; but it is probably more difficult to confine its application 

within judicious limits, and it is more liable to abuse, than any other 

mode of punishment adopted in our prisons There is good reason 

to believe, too, that its effect in brutalizing the feelings of the con- 

victs, and rendering them morose, sullen, and ungovernable, is more 

deleterious than any other form of discipline. 

Although punishment is sometimes necessary, it is not the only 

means of maintaining order and keeping up discipline in our prisons. 

If men can be governed, they cannot be reformed, by severity. Itis 

believed the higher and nobler objects of discipline are to redeem 

and reform, rather than punish offenders. All the inmates of our 

prisons are not so hardened and abandoned as not to be within the 

reach of moral effort, and their reformation is not altogether as hope- 

less as many seem to suppose. They are men, and possess the feel- 

ings and sympathies of men ; and many of them can be influenced by 

the same motives which influence other men. 
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Punishments at the Auburn prison, from Jan’ y 12, to Dec. 1, 1848. 
Deprivation 

of food, ay 
Soli 

Months. Stocks. confinement. 

January, 
February 
March,.. 
April, . 

Shower bath, Yoke. 

13 
4 

10 
iL 
1 

80 

November, 

R 

L
S
 
e
c
e
s
m
m
c
s
w
a
a
 em 

Total number of punishments, Te 

It will be seen that the shower bath has been in the largest number 

of cases resorted to, though less frequently, as compared with solitary 

confinement, during the latter months. It is believed that a modifi- 

cation of the form in which that punishment has been usually admin- 

istered here will relieve it from all hazard to the health of the con- 

vict, without impairing its efficiency in speedily subduing the re- 

fractory. 
From all the observations I have been able to make, I am satisfied 

that few men can bear imprisonment eight or ten years without be- 

coming both mentally and physically debilitated ; and many middle 
aged men, when they leave the prison, appear to be broken down in 
mind and body. 

The public mind appears to have awakened to the conviction that 
sentences for first offences are generally too long. If the expression 

of my humble opinion could deepen the impression, I should not hesi- 
tate to give it in the most decided form. If the primary object of 

imprisonment, the reformation of the offender, can be attained at all, 

it can perhaps be more surely effected under a two than a ten years’ 
sentence ; and if so effected, then the prisoner can go free in his vigor 

of mind and body, prepared for a life of virtue and usefulness. 

Intimately connected in importance with the abridgment of the 
term of first sentences, is some provision for the employment and en- 

couragement of discharged convicts. The taint of suspicion is apt to 

rest upon one who has been subjected to the restraint of prison walls. 

It is difficult for such an one to win his way to respect and confidence. 
And when he most needs cheering and encouragement, as with a tri- 

fling pittance, sufficient for his sustenance for a little while, he first 
goes forth from his incarceration, he is most likely to meet with re-  
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pulse and rebuff. The best formed purposes and the most virtuous 

resolutions are not always proof against the world’s cold scorn. Too 

often the discharged convict is driven, almost of necessity, to the o 

ciety of his old associates, and the practice of his former vices. 

friends, however, will meet him with cheering and encouragements 

if remunerating employment be not denied him, if confidence be no 
slowly and grudgingly extended, if he can feel that he has a price ‘ss 

character to sustain, the chances of his permanent reformation an 

usefulness will be greatly multiplied. If some means could be © 
vised to ensure these valuable subsidiaries, vast numbers might be 

saved from a relapse into crime, and repetition of conviction and pun- 

eirom the manner in which the exercise of the pardoning power 

appears to have been usually sought and obtained, I am strongly im- 

pressed with the belief that those who, with the aid of ready tneans 

and powerful friends, are most likely to be first favored by it, are ne 

always those who are most deserving, or would make the best use 0 

the liberty extended to them. The chances of favor, as m many 

other affairs of life, are decidedly adverse to the poor and the frien 

The one hundred and fifty-seven persons received into the Aubur 

prison from December 1, 1847, to December 1, 1848, were sentence 

for the following crimes : 

ON
 ao For grand larceny, ...... 

aiding to escape jatl,... 

petit larceny, 2d offence,...... ret eeee eee es 

assault and battery with intent to kill,. seeeee 
do commit a rape, 

ee ay 

Pewee meee renee crene 

DigamMyye cece cece cree secs ceseccenenecaeee 

Jarceny after felony,...seececee see eceecees 

burglary and petit larceny, 1... cess eeseeeeee 
robbery, . 
highway robbery, ...+..s+seseeeeeaee 
obtaining money by false pretences,....... 

burglary, cece sees cose seen scenes 

burglary and larceny, 

counterfeiting, ...... 

counterfeiting coin, .... seer 

es 
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Tapes. eee eee 
abduction,. 66.0... 0005 

i 

seduction,...... 

manslaughter, 
COR eee etme eae een e nee 

. a ey 

embezzling letters from post office,. ..... 

Report of the Physician. 
Two deaths only have occurred during the year. 
The first case was a convict of limited intellect, whose health was destroyed by a complication of chronic diseases. A post mortem examination exhibited extensive organic lesion of the 

tion of the bowels, and a general derangement of the whole system. The second case, suffering from paralysis, was an inmate of the hospital for eight months. The application of the galvanic battery, strychnine, &c., had a most beneficial effect for a time; but after re- peated shocks, he sunk beyond the means of recovery. The small average of mortality ma 
ness and the quality of the diet. 

There is but one case in the hospital re 
This case, (John Olmstead 

lungs, inflamma- 

y justly be attributed to cleanli- 

quiring medical treatment. 
») is one of extensive disease of the lungs, and though improving at present, his ultimate recovery is doubtful, Eight cases of insanity, wholly or partial, have occurred jn this prison during the year. Of these cases, three have been sent to the State Asylum at Utica, four have been restored to their shops, and one remains in the hospital. 

In the months of July, August, September and October, cases of dysentery and diarrhma occurred, but were readily the appropriate remedies. 
A few cases of fever of a remittent and 

curred, but were readily cured, 
The nature and extent of punishment has elicited much iny tion and controversy. In this 

tute for the “ cat.” 

numerous 

cured by 

intermittent type, have oc- 

estiza- 
prison, cold water is used as a substi- 

Tam an advocate for the use of cold water, if properly applied. But to confine a convict in the stocks, light and firm, with his head   
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Weave do weceseaseessceveae 14 him, is decidedly 

thrown back, and then “ douch” the water upon him, 
Weave do 

€ x Ws 
. 

n- 

OT dangerous and cr el than the & cat The muscles involu 

mm £ 

tarily shrink upon the application of cold. 

i i ity. 
bear the shock in all its severt ; ot 

The first effect is strangulation to a most an ee nes 

i f ive 
i i i Isions, congestion of the brain, ; 

is aberration of mind, convu > oe ee oaenly 

ine from the surface, is throw 
Js. The blood, receding 

rown S " 

2 iglently upon these organs, and the above result is inevitable 

ah d yet water may be applied, both as a punishment ana a - 

"sect The use of a trellis box to confine the convict, an 

 @ouch,”? would meet both 
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I. Daily duties.—The first of these is prayer at the dining table. 

This short and simple exercise, it is believed, has been profitable to 

the minds of the prisoners. 

The sick in the hospital have also been the objects of daily atten- 

tion. 

          

     

          

    
     

   
   

    
    

   
      

   

  

     

    
   

    

   
     

    
   
    
   
    
    

   
   

    

    

    

    
    

   

  

     
Another daily, or rather a nightly duty, has been visiting the 

prisoners at their cells. Much time and strength have been devoted 

to this arduous, but often pleasant duty. The law requires that at 
least “ one hour a day” shall be devoted to this kind of labor ; from 

two to three hours, however, have usually been consumed in the 
nightly rounds of the chaplain during the past year; and still, many 

of those who have expressed a wish to see him, have not been 

reached. With very few exceptions, he has been welcomed asa 
friend, and heard with attention and respect. 
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" From a careful investigation of convicts under a long. temo ine 

isonment, I have been irresistably Jed to the conclusion : a ‘ 
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‘ s is the longest term which a convict can pass 1m con men 4 

ant 
+1 <q sound mind ina sound body. 

he work] with “a soun ( : 

and Be eth i : exercise, loses its 

The mind, like the body, in the absence of proper © 
ee doses is 

tone and strength. Convicts despair of seeing 5 eee 

T h it would be a mercy to retam them for life, ra 
o suc. 

Y 
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return them to the world incapable of self-control 

J. H. CLARKE, 

Physician and surgeon, Auburn State prison. 

  

   

       

     

   
In these interviews, it has been my aim to secure the confidence, 

and learn something of the moral history and character, of those 

with whom I have conversed. The desponding have been cheered, 

the ignorant and inquiring instructed, and the careless admonished of 

their need of an interest in that Savior whom they had hitherto 

treated with neglect. If any confidence can be placed in professions 
and appearances, these visits of the chaplain are regarded by many 

of the prisoners as among the greatest privileges enjoyed. 

These visits, although personal, are by no means private. It is 
next to impossible to converse intelligibly with one through the 
grates, without being heard by several others. This fact is well 

known to all the prisoners, and operates as an embarrassment to the 

timid and honest, while it stimulates the bold and hypocritical to talk 
more for the purpose of being heard by his associates, than to be 

  

   
    

   

    

    

  

The whole number in hospital has been 421. One hundred and 

five were white, eleven black, three mulatto, one an Indian, and one 

a half breed. 

Sixty-one, thirty years of age and onder 

i - twenty-two, forty ana over. 
irty and forty ; twenty ; 

a 

ON ety were Americans, <ixteen born in Ireland, one in Scot's ‘ 

i 
nd. 

| fi in Canada two in Germany, two in France, and five in Engla 

: ve in ; 

Of these, there were from the 
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9 benefited by any instructions he may receive from the chaplain. The 

Shoe shop.-+eerersersresret ett 6 more modest and sincere inquirer after truth is thus prevented from 
Tailor do .seeesesvscsersre ete” 12 communicating his feelings freely, as he is fully aware that, should 

Slate “ seeeeeere reer rere s ees 21 he profess to be “ serious,” his next neighbor may publish the fact to 
Cutler do. css even cece ceceress 

    

    

   

    
     

. 218 his shopmates, who will not fail to brand him as a hypocrite, and 

Machine shop..seeecererseecee 9 attribute all his professions and good resolutions to a desire to secure 
Cabinet do ssseeeee srecrceee 18 the good opinion of the chaplain for selfish purposes. And, should 

Spin dO seceeereescccscete 6 the chaplain divide his time equally between the prisoners, his inter- 

Cooper cence eee aes cen 3 course with each would be too unfrequent and brief to form even an 
Tool DO seaerseccenssersere 
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acquaintance, much less to secure his confidence. After deducting 

the time which is necessarily consumed in other duties, less than one 

hour per annum would be left for intercourse with each individual. 
If, in addition to present privileges, the prisoners were allowed to 

visit the chaplain in his office once or twice a year, as is the case in 

some of the best regulated prisons in the New England States, it is 

believed that their mora] interests would be promoted, and the useful- 

©) ness of the chaplain greatly augmented. 

IL. Sabbath duties.—First in order, among the duties of the Sab- 

« . bath, is the care of the Sabbath school. This is held in the chapel, 

commencing at half-past seven o’clock, A. M., and continuing about 
one hour. The average attendance during the past year has been one 

hundred and fifty ; the whole number about two hundred and fifty. 

At 9 o'clock, A. M., all the prisoners, except the sick, are assem- 

bled for public worship in our large and convenient chapel. 

By the table of statistics which accompanies this report, it appears 

that there are sixty-four convicts in this prison, who say they enter- 

tain the hope that they are Christians, sixty of whom think they were 

converted here. There are many others who say they are determined 
to live an honest and virtuous life after they leave this place, and who 

give tolerably satisfactory grounds for hope that they are sincere in 

their professions, and that they will carry out these good resolutions. 

Religious exercises have been conducted in the hospital on the 

Sabbath. A portion of scripture has been read, accompanied by a 

few familiar remarks, a hymn sung, anda prayer offered “ for the 

sick.” 

From three to siz hours of the Sabbath have also been devoted to 
visiting the convicts at their cells. 

Tracts and religious papers have been distributed—difficult passages 

of scripture explained, and free conversation, almost exclusively on 
religious subjects, has occupied the time, and greatly interested the 
heart of the chaplain. 

HE. Miscellaneous duties.—The general supervision of the library 

comes under this class of duties. When the library came into my 

hands, it consisted of 500 volumes, which, after undergoing consider- 
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umes, embracing a wide range of literature, philosophy, science, and 

a able repairs, were deemed fit for further circulation. To these were 

OH added 170 volumes of the b-st works that could be selected from our 

ey city book-dealers. The library, thus increased, numbered 670 vol- 
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religion. ‘The whole was divided into as many smaller libraries as 
there are work-shops, and delivered to the keepers for circulation 
among their men. These sets have been changed as often as seemed 
advisable. 

For the benefit of the inmates of this prison, the Legislature, in 
accordance with the enlightened spirit of the age, which seeks not 
simply to punish convicts, but to instruct and reform them, has seen 
fit to furnish a respectable library, and to replenish it, has appro- 
priated one hundred dollars per annum. But for want of suitable 
arrangements for generally lighting the apartraent where the prisoners 
are confined, these means of intellectual and moral improvement are 
rendered, for a large part of the year, nearly useless. During the 
past year, however, the agent has promptly furnished, as far as the 
existing regulations of the prison would permit, the necessary lights, 
books, &c., for those under instruction; but the great majority have, 
in this respect, been left entirely unprovided for. 

The tendency of agreeable mental occupation, to prevent disorder 
in the “ wing,” is strikingly illustrated in the fact that none of those . 
who have had “ lights,” during the past year, have been “ reported” ~ 
for bad conduct, while they were thus favored, and more profitably 
employed. 

wt
 

> Attention to the correspondence between convicts and their friends 
necessarily occupies considerable of the time of the chaplain, even \ 
though but one or two letters a year are written for each. The ave- 
rage during the last year has been fess than one to each prisoner. Tt. 
is believed, however, that the privilege of hearing occasionally from — : 
friends exerts a beneficial influence upon the mind of the convict,and 
should be allowed to a moderate extent. Cut off as he is, from the ; -& 
sympathy and society of friends, without some occasional testimonial — * 
that they still regard him with affection, he is often liable to become ‘ . 
gloomy and dejected. Indulging the idea that he has no friends, and: “* that society has “ set its mark” upon him, he becomes reckless with; 3 
regard to his future conduct and its consequences; and imagining: -+ 
that there is no other alternative for him than to be “a fugitive and _ ®, 
a vagabond in the earth,” he goes forth into the world, ready for \; 
“treasons, stratagems and spoils.” ; 

Tt may not be improper for me to add my testimony to that of 
Many others, on the subject of length of sentences to the State prison, 
In many instances, indeed generally, they are quite too long for the Vy 
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<* benefit of the convict or the State. Let the term of confinement for 
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_ for the instruction of convicts confined in our State prisons. 

Qxc,first offences be shorter, the discipline rigidly enforced, and every 
practicable facility afforded for intellectual and moral instruction ; but 

let there be little or no hope of procuring a pardon, excepting in 

those cases where it can be clearly proved that the convict was not 

guilty. For second offences the sentence should be much longer than 

at present. 

The experience I have had with convicts has served to convince 

me that they are much more likely to be benefited where the sentence 

is short, than where it is long. 
Two teachers appointed by your honorable body to attend to this 

important work, have faithfully and successfully discharged the duties 

thus imposed upon them. The following report, which at my request 

they have drawn up, will inform you of the result of their labors, 

and also give you their views of the work in which they have been 

engaged. 

Teachers Report. 

Whole number taught since February 1, 1848, 109. Of these 
there are now under instruction, 87; discharged from prison, 10. 

In discharging our duties as teachers, we think we have been able 

to discern the wisdom which prompted to the establishment of means 
The 

“oe eagerness to learn which has been manifested by those who needed 

‘A 
instruction, the attention and application which they have evinced, 
and the improvement which they have made, have been exceedingly 

gratifying. Although, by the present arrangement, very little time 

can be spent with each individual, yet we can clearly perceive that 

much good has been the result, not only to the convict himself, but 
to the general discipline of the prison. It is quite as true of convicts 

as of children, that 
s¢Satan finds some mischief still, 

For idle hands to do.” 

But this is not the greatest evil resulting from the want of proper 

mental employment. Their imaginations are likely to dwell upon 

scenes of former dissipation and sensual indulgence. The passions 

are excited, and asa consequence, a vice is indulged in, which is em- 

inently the curse of the prison, ruins the health, renders them callous 

to moral influences, and degrades them below “the brutes that per 

ish”? We think that this might find an important check in some 

” 
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provision for lighting the wing in such a way as to give every man 

an opportunity to read those books which the State has furnished for 

his mental and moral improvement. 

WILLIAM A. NILES, 

WILLIAM F. SEGOINE, 

Teachers. 

Taste l. Nativity. 

Natives of United States, (white,) ......... 
do do (colored,) .... 

do Canada, ......e eee eee 

1. 313 

2 
3. 

4. do England,.... 

5. 

6 

7. 

59 Beeeeseen eeee 

do Ireland, .........+65. 

do Germany,......... 

do . 

Foreign countries,.......... 

Total, co... eee ee eee 

Taste ll. Age of Prisoners. 
Between 16 and 20, ..... cece cece cece ceeee eens 

20 and 30, .... . ete eet ene 

30 and 40,.. 

40 and 50,. 

50 and 60, . . 
60 and over, ... 

seeeceee 19 

seeeccceces 193 

Taste TI. Mental Culture. 

- Unable co read, or read very indifferently when they entered 
the prison, 200 eee s eee ccee cece econ sennces seceeee 170 

- Learned to read in prison,.....ceescee cee coeeeceseees 105 

- Could read and write, and knew something of arithmetic, ... 247 
- Had a good English education, ..........2008- 

- Had classical 

Taste lV. Moral and Religious Cultuie. 

1. (a) Had religious instruction in early life,........+...2.. 239 
2. (b) Had learned the Decalogue, .........seeeceeceeess 109 

(a) Notice the difference between those who claim to have had religious in- 
struction,” and those who also had pious parents. See Table VI, Nos. 1 an 

(6) Not one-half of this number have thoroughly learned and remembered it,  
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3. Had no religious instruction, ...0...ee cece sree ereeeees 213 

. Attended Sabbath school in youth, ......eeeeeeceveeees OF 

. Refrained from labor, and generally attended church on the 

Sabbath, ..... 
. Were in the habit of reading the Bible regularly, « 

. Seldom or never read the Bible, . 

. Seldom attended church on the Sabbath,.... . 

. Read the Bible regularly now, ...+. sees eee teenies 

. Were members of the church when they came here,.... 

. Think they are Christians now, . 
. Think they were converted in prison,.....+.+¢- 

Taste V. Habits and Social State. 

- Moderate drinkers, .......00005 

. Intemperate do 

. Total abstinence men, ......00.05 
Use tobacco, (of whom one-fifth Jearned i in prison,) 

Read novels before they came here, 

Read novels since do weeee 

In habit of gambling, .......6sseeee- 

» Licentious,......ceceeenee seeeee 
Sabbath breakers, eee eeene 
Ascribe their imprisonment to intemperance, gambling, bad 

company, &¢., ...- +65 ceeeeceeeneeeene ee 284 
. Had a trade, .cccsceeceee cece vceeteccacetsseseeeses Md 

. Had no trade, ........... eee eeeee eect eececeeeacees 308 

. Hada regular occupation at the time of committing the 

crime for which they were sent here, ...+.se+sseeeees 235 

. Had no occupation at do do ce eeaeseceeeecee 21 

. Married, ...cccee cece cece cece nee e cece neeneceer eres 230 

. Single,...... vee caceeneences 222 

. Have parents now living,...+ sees cece ce rece cece ceeees 119 

. Fathers confined here have in the aggregate children, ..... 673 

Taste VI. Early History. 

1. Both parents members of some church, (a) ..+.++seeeeeee 104 

. Father only a member do 
3. Mother do do ce eeeeeee 

4. Lost one or both parents 16 years of age,..... 

Bm 
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d
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5. 

6. 

W. 
8 

he
 2
°
 

(a) __ This embraces members of the church of England, the Episcopal, Presbyte- 

rian, Congregational, Method:st and Baptist churches, 
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. Left home as a residence before 16 years of age, .......... 219 
. Never attended Sabbath school, 

Tasty VII. 

. Confess their guilt,..... 
. Deny do 

Miscellaneous. 

. Think they have been benefited by confinement here, ...... 356 
- Committed: 

Qd time, . eee e ec e eee e cece curv eeeee 53 
3d time, oo... cee ces 
4th time, .... 

Sth time, .... cee. aoe 
6th time, 
For life, .... 

Taste VIL. Counties where convicted. 

Allegany, ... 

Broome, ...... 
Cattaraugus, 

Cayuga, ... 

Chautaque,.... 

Chenango, ....... 

Chemung, ....... 
Cortland, 

Franklin, «.......000. 

Genesee, .... 

Herkimer, .... 

Jefferson,....... 
Lewis,.... 

Livingston, 
Madison, ... 

Monroe, ..... 
Montgomery, 
Niagara, .........ee0s 
Onondaga, 

Oneida,..... 
Orleans, ... 

Ontario, .. 
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Oswego, ..-+ 

Otsego,...seeeeees . 

Rensselaer, 

Saratoga, .-. 

St. Lawrence, 

Seneca, 

Steuben,.... 

Tompkins, .... 

Wayne,...-- 

Wyoming, .....eeere eee eee ee eeeee 

Washington, ...-.- cece ee eneees 

Yates,...+ 

Total, . 

Taste IX. Crimes. 

I. Against person. 

Abduction, ....-+.--+s 
Abduction to kill, ......- 

Assault and battery, to kill, 

Assault and battery, to rape, 

Rape, . 

Perjury, . 

Breaking jail,...... cece eee eeeeee . 

Burglary, 
Counterfeiting coin and paper, ..- 

Embezzlement, ......-++6 
Forgery,...++ese56 wee 

Larceny, grand and petit, « 

Carried forward, ...0.sseeeeeeeeeeererees 

No, 243.] 

Brought forward,.... 
Robbery, ... 

Swindling, .. 

Obtaining goods under false pretences, 

Receiving and secreting stolen goods, ... 

Total, .... 

Taste X. Occupations. 

Farmers, ........ 

Laborers, ....ce ecco veces etc ceeee oe 
Sailors, ...6 cee ceeeeeennee . 
Boatmen, .... 0.66 cee eee. 

Merchants, pedlars, &c.,.... 

Sportsmen,..... 

Physicians, 

Preachers, ...... 

Lawyers, 

Speculators, .......2.ec0 scene 

Bakers, .... cece cscs cease samee 
‘Teachers, 

Hostlers, . 

Trades,.... 

Miscellaneous, 

Taste XI. Length of sentences. 

87 are committed for 2 years, 

24 do 2% do 

74 do 3 do 

15 do 33 do 

36 do 4 and under 43 years. 

18 do 43 do 5 do 

do 5 do 523 do 
do 5k do 6 de 
do 6 years. 

do 7 and under 7} do 

fio 7% do 8 do  
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3 are committed for 8 years. 

6 do 9 do 

AT do 10 do 

do 11 do 

do 12 do 

do 14 do 

do 15 do 

do 20 do 

do 22 do 

do for life. 

453 

Summary view of the foregoing tables of statistics. 

4 are white natives of the United States 

74 are black do do 

51 are foreigners. 

21 are between 30 and 40 years old. 

5 are between 40 and 50 do — 

3 are unable to. read, or read very indil- 

ferently. 

4}, have learned to read in prison. 

do 1 in 14 havea good English education. 

Less than 2 in 100 havea classical education. 

of American Colleges. 

Nee elaim to have had religious instruction. 

do t had parents whe were church members. 

do had partially learned the Decalogue. 

do have attended Sabbath schools. 

do have generally abstained from labor 0% 

the Sabbath. 

seldom read the Bible. 

were habitual Sabbath breakers. ; 

think they have been converted in prise! 

were intemperate. 

were moderate drinkers. 

are tobacce chewers. 

It appears that 3 
About 1 

do 1 
do 1 
do 1 

1 do. 

do 1 

a
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do 3 

do 5 

do 14 

30 more than } 

23 more than 1 

do 3 
About 1 

do 1 

do 1 

were novel readers. 
were gamblers. 

were licentious. w
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About 1 

do 1 

had no trade. 

unoccupied at the time they were appre- 

hended. 

are married and have in the aggregate 

673 children. 

lost their parents before they were six- 

teen years of age. 

left, or were deprived of a home, before 

sixteen years of age. 
confess their guilt. 
committed two or more times. 

of the crimes are against person. 

against property. 

do 1 

do 1 

do 1 

Morethan1 i 2 

1 i 7 

21 i 

9 i 11 

Sine Sine_Paison. 

The total amount of the receipts of this prison, from all sources, 
during the fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 1848, as stated in detail in the 

ceport of the agent hereto annexed, was $97,043.98. The total 

amount of expenditures for all purposes, $97,221.41. Excess of ex- 

penditures over receipts, $177.43, The total amounts of receipts * 

and expenditures during this year, have been swelled by payments 

from legislative appropriations of indebtedness, and an award for 

lamages, incurred during previous years. 

The total amount expended during the same period for general 

support, is statea by the agent at,.... sees $67,116 87 
The total amount of earnings of the prison at,.... 52,185 34 

Excess of expenditures,.....ccecseeseeeccceess $14,931 53 
A large portion of this excess, according to the esti- 

mate of the agent, is chargeable upon the female 

convict’ prison, the expenditures in its behalf ex- 

ceeding its earnings by,......+..0e6 9,426 88 

And leaving for excess of male department,....... $5 ,504 65 

One reason for the diminished earnings of the prison, is to be found 
“the diminished number of convicts, averaging 45 less than the pre- 

ceding year. And it-is correctly observed by the agent, that “ in pro- 
portion“as the number of convicts decreases, the ratable expense of 

‘upporting the remainder necessarily increases ”  
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Another cause for a less amount of earnings, is to be foun in * 

severe epidemic disease which pervaded the prison, as we se 

surrounding country, during the months of July, August and sep 

tember. 
; ; 

Contracts for convict labor have been entered into, at the Sing Sing 

rison, during the last year : / 

° 1 For the services of from 20 to 60 convicts, as laborers on that 

portion of the Hudson River Railroad which passes through the prison 

rounds, at 60 cents per day. 
; 

i. 2 For the services of from 20 to 50 convicts, at carpet weaving, 

for 40 cents per day. 
oe 

3. For the services of from 20 to 30 convicts, at carpet weaving; 

for 404 cents per day. 
| 

: 4 For the employment of not exceeding 50 convicts, at the manu 

facture of saddlery hardware, at 35 cents per day. / / 

5. For the employment of not exceeding 50 convicts, at file-cut- 

+ ting, at 35 cents per day. a 

The average time per day of actual labor at this prison, gives, for 

the entire year, a fraction over 9 hours per day. The time can 

‘ doubtless be extended to an average of 10 hours per day, after the 

new dining-hall shall have been completed, and the table system 

adopted. 

Average number of hours of labor for each day daring the year, 

nine and five-sixths of a minute. , 

The inspectors, for reasons stated in another place, prefer the 

method of furnishing the subsistence of the prisons by the agent, to 

that by contract. But to do this economically and satisfactorily, the 

purchases of the agent should be made uniformly for cash, and never 

on credit. . 7 ol 

The new building, intended for a dining hall, kitchen, hospital, 

and chapel, for the erection of which the last Legislature appropriated 

the sum of ten thousand dollars, is in a considerable state of forward- 

ness. 

The construction of the section of the Hudson river railroad across 

the prison premises has been for some months in progress, by convict 

labor. 

‘As the number of convicts in the male department of the Sing 

Sing prison is larger than at either of the other prisons, and as ns 

annual sum would be no more than adequate to repair the dilapida 
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tion of its library, and give renewed interest to it, it is presumed the 
claims in this particular, of the female convict prison, were over- 

looked. The propriety of a definite annual appropriation for the 

library of this prison is respectfully suggested. 

The mspectors have provided an instructor for the female prison 

during a portion of the last year, whose labors have been attended 

with gratifying usefulness and success. It is submitted whether 
authority for the appointment of such an instructor, with a stipulated 

annual salary, would not carry out the views of the Legislature. 

The female convict prison building does not afford adequate accom- 
modations for the whole number of convicts committed to that prison. 

| The minimum number of convicts, at any one time during the year, 

has equalled the total number of cells, being 81; while the maximum 

number, 95, gives fourteen for whose accommodation and security 

| there are no cells. 

The halls of the main prison building have to be devoted to the 

purposes of a work shop, chapel, and dining room, to the great detri- 

ment cf their salubrity, and increased difficulty in maintaining disci- 

pline and good order. 

An addition to the main building, in its rear, and the continuation 

of the yard walls, &c., in the same direction, will afford adequate 
means to remedy these deficiencies ; and the propriety of such an ad- 
dition is therefore respectfully submitted to the consideration of the 
Legislature. 

Receipts from all sources, from the 1st day of October, 1847, to the 
30th of September, inclusive, 1848. 

Balance in agent’s hand at the close of fiscal year... $832 57 
Saddlery hardware shops... .. 
Hat shop.... 

File shop....... 
Fur shop ........ 

Lime works st eeeeee 

Boot and shoe shop......... 
Weave shop..... 

Convict deposits....... 0.04 
Toy shop..... 

Stone shop and quarry..... s,s. 

sesees $5,193 96 

ee cone 

seeseees 13,098 25 
44 21 

211 15 
w+» 1,303 634 

weer oes 

iy 

Carried forward, sovvececcee §  
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Brought forward,..s++ssereeeees $ 
0 

Button shop.cessssee verrerscecs 1,642 4 

7 63 
Visitors....- ++ be eeee eset eee sees ene nt 

State Treasury appropriation... +--+ . 6 50 

Provision account. ..eeseeeeeee cers oat 

Paint shop...-+ eee nen eeen eee 8 99 

Carpenter’s shop...-e+serrereerses a3 08 

Board of U. S. convicts....-e+2 sr an oe 

Railroad contract. ...+.eeerereceee 2, ee 00 

Fuel «sesevseressrssy 
e 00 

ent. seseceee cece ee cece seers ' 

Sundries .oce eee eee ere eeer eee 31 22k 
$96,211 41 
——— 

Expenditures during the same period. 

715 62 
Pay of officers...sseeescerserecsesrers 

ree $20,71 
25 25 

Pay of guards ..-+.++erreres sec neeeneeeeee sons oo 

Hospital wee nee neon ent ee eens ee a 
se eeeeceeee 

* ie 

Tobacco....- see eeeeeeee eter enee se ceeeee bso 64 

On and fuel .....- e080 eee ee eee eecer nets one oa 

Convict deposite... sees cere cere errr esrtenes eri 564 

Fumiture .....-- Suet waste eee eee eee anaes 351 ne 

Stone shop and quarry....+e+serre> ce eweseees nee . 

Building and TEPAHTS.. cee eee eet eee eter ees . en 5 

Clothing ....- +++: Sac ct eres acct e eee nees ee 

Discharged convictS...+ssereeerere er eeeeeee ono 53 

Incidental. .... pee eeee cree ceee centres ees oe a 

Stationery ...-.-++++ wae 
ewes ence cers weee weet 

Lunatic Convicts... seee cere cee erseceeteees 
et ne 

Postage...-- ce eee ence eters ecee sees ers . 

Apprehending escaped convictS....+eeeereeree \ a m 

Water works...-- eee eee eee 0 ne 

Freight and cartage..seseeeresserrererscs ss 
e388 

Printing and advertising. ..+++essseerrereceee 9,439 i 

Damages and costs in suit of Hodgkiss & Co... a 00 

Invoicing .. ++ sees cece ecee cere ereneree esse 

Due Mr. Rowel (late agent). oss eres ceeeeses 568 21 
_ 
$96,786 62 
— === =— 
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From the expenditures deduct the following amounts, viz : 
For rations during the years 1846-7............ $10,000 00 

*€ other expenditures during the same time 

  

eseee 729 21 
“ extra keepers and guards on water work..... 361 15 
“ “ “ railroad... .....4 606 64 
« “ ‘“ new buildings... 320 81 
« timber, lumber, &c., under the head of build- 

ing and repairs.......... ee eceeee seeee 4,355 78 
“ articles used in stone shop and quarries..... - 2,760 88 
* damages and costs in the suit of Hotchkiss and 

Smith ........... sana eeeeenee eseee 9,439 13 
“ materials used under the head of waterworks.. 1,521 04 

$30,104 64 

Leaving the amount expended for general support... $67,116 87 

Whole amount of earnings during the year...... 52,185 34 

Excess of expenditures over earnings..... $14,931 53 

The daily cost for each convict has been, $0.27 .70. 

It is proper to say, that a large proportion of the above excess of 
expenditures is properly chargeable upon the female prison, as will 

appear by the following, viz : 

Fuel and light weeae Lecseeassenees $2,530 00 
Furniture and clothing........-..5 . 873 04 

Officers, matron, and assistants...... 1,900 00 

Guards... 0 cece cece cece eee eeee 1,080 00 

Teaching ...... cece eee eeer eens 62 50 

Agent, clerk, chaplain, and physician, 

being one-sixth part of the salary of 

a | nrc sees 483 33 
Rations. ...+..0.005 nes +» 3,373 16 

Hospital ..........0005 cence eee 394 44 
Repairs... ccc cca cece ence eee sacs 250 00 
Waiters, laborers, and teaming...... 660 00 
Discharged convicts.........0+ see 184 07 

——-——- $11, 790 54 
Earnings of convicts for contractors... $2,063 66 

«“ “ State ....6.. 300 00 
——— 2,363 66 

Leaving an excess of expenditures........ $9,426 88
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Contracts have been made during the year, as follows, viz : 

One with Messrs. Grant & Cobb, for from 20 to 60 convicts as 

laborers on that portion of the Hudson river railroad passing through 
the prison grounds, at 60 cents per day. One with John Humphries, 

Esq., for from 20 to 50 convicts at carpet weaving, at 40 cents per 

day; and one with Thomas Weatherby, for from 20 to 30 convicts at 

carpet weaving, at 404 cents per day. 
Daily average of convicts, 661 334. Aggregate of monthly totals, 

242180, being 45 less than the daily average of last year. 

The Legislature at its last session appropriated the sum of ten 
thousand dollars for the erection of a suitable building for a kitchen, 
dining hall, hospital and chapel, which, owing to other engagements, 

was not commenced until late in the spring. It is now up to the 
second story, and built in the most substantial manner. It is one 

hundred and sixty-six feet in length by sixty-five in breadth. 
* The sum of one thousand do!lars was also appropriated for the 

completion of a dye house for the use of Messrs. Hotchkiss & Smith, 
carpet contractors. The interest of the State requiring its immediate 

completion, all the force that could be advantageously employed was 
put in requisition. The cost of its completion exceeded by four hun- 

dred and twenty dollars and seventy-seven cents the amount appro- 

priated for that purpose, including labor and materials. 
The sum of seven thousand five hundred dollars was appropriated 

for the completion of the works necessary for conveying the Croton 

water into the prison and the necessary hose and fixtures for the 

same. 
By a resolution passed by the common council of the city of New- 

York, and approved April 24th, 1846, the yearly rent for the use of 
the water by the prison, to the extent of 30,000 gallons per day, was 

fixed at seven hundred and fifty dollars for the term of five years from 
the commencement of its use, and at the yearly rent of one thousand 

two hundred and fifty dollars for five years thereafter. 

Unusual sickness during the summer months, affected the busi- 

ness operations of the prison, and fora time threatened ,the entire 

suspension of labor. 
The sum of forty thousand dollars was appropriated for the pay- 

ment of the indebtedness of the prison, prior to the first day of Janu- 

ary, a part of which accrued during the year 1845, but mostly during 

the years 1846-7. Bills to the amount of thirty-seven thousand six 
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hundred and thirty-eight dollars and thirty-two cents have been pre- 
sented and paid, 

Report of the Clerk. 

In accordance with the requirements of the statute, I would re- 
port : 

That the whole number of convicts in the female prison 

cn the Ist day of December, 1848, was......esceee 

Of which there was employed, 
By Albert Manvel, as button makers,..........cee008 25 

Charles Watson, as hat trimmers,... 
the State, as cooks, waiters, and seamstresses,...... 44 

Sick in hospital, 

The whole number of conyicts in the male prison on the 
Ist day of December, 1848, was 

Of which there was employed, 
By Hotchkiss & Smith as weavers of rugs and carpets,.. 

James Horner as file makers,.... 

Robert Wiltsie as shoemakers, 

Grant & Cobb as laborers on the Hudson river rail- 

John Humphries as rug weavers, 

Thomas Weatherby as carpet weavers,..... 
Charles Watson as hatters, 

Wm. I. Buck as buckle makers,, 

H. A. Taylor as lime burners,.... 

Samuel Taylor as coopers,...... 

Albert Manvel as turner,...... 

Employed by the State, 
As quarrymen, ..22 cece sees caeees 

stone cutters and laborers in stone shop,.... 
shoemakers,...... 
blacksmiths,........0.00. 

carpenters, ...0 006 

tailors,.... 

ae rere ress oreo ns 

eeeeee 

Ce meee reese ree ance 

WEAVETS, cece cceecccacccucccnenes 
cooks, .... 

eee mace en asee  
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On the 1st day of December, 1847, there were remaining in the 

prison,...... +--+ 682 males- 
Received during the year ending November 30, 1848, 

from courts,.......2 
Retaken,.... 

As teamsters,..cecsseecre cece ener aree nee sserens 9 wen aeees 

barbersyccce cece cece rece eeteceeerce sees sees 2 

wood sawyers and splitters, and piling up stone,.... 5 

pene ew en ee nee 4 

wena noes 

176 

washmen, 
waiters in the hall,.......- 

“ shops,..se+ eee 
nurses in the hospital). .se see esse eee eee 

waiters at the female prison,.....seerseereeeee © 

women ert eeee sess econes 

ee ee cece nena 

Discharged during the same period, 

By expiration of sentence,.......... 

waiter in the keeper’s hall)... sees esse seereeeer 

“ warden’s department,....+..++-seees 

Sick in cots in the hospital,.... cee eeee veces 

Invalids in the yards and shops,...++.+++- 
Total, cee cece ceeeee ee ceeneeees eee 

the Supreme court,...... 
Died,........ 
Escaped, 

Sent to Lunatic Asylum, 

eraser eer eceee 

Of the men employed upon contracts, there are at work 

For James Horner,....++2s++sse+++ 50, at 32 cents per day. 

«“ vecececscceecees 38, at 35 « 

John Humphries,...-..++--+++0 at 40 

Thomas Weatherby,...... at 40} 

Hotchkiss & Smith,.... at 38 

. : at 19 
at 40} 
at 

seceeeeesses 1, at 50 

Grant & Cobb,.....seeeeees «ss 47, at 60 

«“ veeeee 16, at 30 
40 
50 
40 

20 

50 

Remaining in prison November 30, 1848,............ 611 

859 

On the Ist day of December, 1847, there were remaining in the 
female prison,........0.005 89 
Received during the year ending November 30, 1848,... 32 

Discharged during the same period, 

By expiration of sentence,........ 

PATAON, oo sec eccer cece eeaccccscecescecsees 
Died,. . Pee ee cee ec nne cen ences reetacevesasesenes§ 4 Charles Watson,....+-+s00 at 

“ wee w cee ceeeee at 

38 ee ry H. A. Taylor,...... 22, at 
“ ceeeceeensseenes 2, at Remaining in prison November 30, 1848,..... 

Samuel Taylor,......+ 
“ 

ee weee ane 

eee nese 

William J. Bucky... c0ceeer eee: 

Robert Wiltsie,....ssseee sees 
Albert Manvel... ¢cceee cone cer 

Charles Watson,....+.eeeseenee 

John Humphries,.........-00e5 

set eeee 

7, at 

2, 

48,. 
17, 

1, 

1, 

1, 

at 

at 

at 

at 

at 

at 

25 

35. 

41 
50 

20 

20 

Of the females employed upon: contracts, there are at work 

For Albert Manvel,.......ceeeeee- 

Charles Watson, ...-.eeeseeees 

25, 
8, 

at 20 cents per day. 

at 20 “ 

123 

During the year ending November 30, 1848, there has been charg- 
ed to contractors for male prison, 

7,249 days work, at 60 cents per day,......0+ 
10,225 “ 40 “ 
3,2053 50 “ 
7, 6273 403 “ 

31,9431 

6, 2823 

$4,349 40 
4,090 00 
1,602 873 
3,070 163 

10,221 84 
2,575 92 

eae maces 

eee ew eene 

or ry 

seeasene 

41 ease aces  
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83 55 
24 75 

9,599 362 
1,754 523 
4,786 29 

278}, days work, at 30 cents per days. eee eeee 

99 25 ¢ 

27 426% 36 
4, 907% 35} 

12,5954 38 

ween ences 

aeceaeen 

111,841 days, amounting to,..-++eeereer tert ee: $42,158 69 

During the same period there has been charged to contractors for 

female prison, 

9,6751 days work, at 20 cents per day,..++-+++- $1,935 05 

Respectfully yours, 

° JAMES B. SWAIN, Clerk. 

Report of the Warden. 

The following table exhibits the number of convicts remaining in 

the prison on the 30th day of September, 1847, and the changes 

which have since taken place, including the number of punishments 

inflicted since January last, when I assumed the duties of warden : 

The number of convicts remaining in prison September 30th, 

1847, 725. 
  

f 

From Septem. 
ber 30, 1847, 
to Novem-~- 
ber 30, 1848. 

Re
ce
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ed
. 

Re
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ex
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No
. 

of
 

co
n-
 

vi
ct
s 

re
ma
in
-.
 

in
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at
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October, .--- 
November,..- 
December, ... 

e
b
 

P
A
W
 

S
S
 

| D
is
ch
ar
ge
d 

by
 

September,... 
Getodber, ....+ 
November, ... 

W
e
 
A
S
A
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Qi 
p
a
m
m
a
n
w
n
a
w
w
a
e
 
| 

pa
rd
on
ed
, 

at
e 

e
s
 

al
l 

w =
   Totals,...1 207 | 1! | 

During the last sammer months an epidemic prevailed among the 

convicts toa serious extent, upward of three hundred being more 

or less affected, but which fortunately proved fatal in only sixteen 

cases. 
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Three convicts have escaped from the prison during the past year, 

one of whom was retaken in the neignborhood of New-York. 

In regard to the discipline, I have to congratulate you upon the 
entire success of the system adopted by the law of 1847, by which a 

sound and healthy government is enforced, without resorting to fla- 
gellations, or to any severe and degrading punishments. A departure 
from the old system, naturally created a sensation, and excited a spirit 

of independence among those who had been taught to yield only to 

the lash, while the opinions of former officers, and of the convicts 

themselves, seemed to have settled the question, that the latter could 

not be governed without the occasional infliction of stripes. 

But my experience here confirms my previously entertained opin- 

ion, that convicts can be better governed, and order, industry and 
decorum among them generally better maintained by kind and hu- 

mane treatment, coupled with decision and firmness, in the enforce- 

ment of just, though stringent rules, than by a resort to any species 

of punishment which may be calculated to inflame the passions and 

to engender hatred and ill will, in proportion as it lacerates the body 

or degrades the mind. 

Three hundred and fifty-one punishments have been inflicted in | 

the eleven months past. These have consisted of the shower bath, | 

solitary confinement, the substitution of bread and water for the usual 

diet, cutting the hair close, and in some cases for the higher grades of , 

offence, a ball and chain to the leg, or an iron collar about the neck. i 

I would recommend as a matter of convenience and economy to | 

the prison, and of comfort to the convicts, the substitution of iron * 

bedsteads for the present clumsy and dilapidated bunk boards. With 

the utmost care and vigilance it is found almost impossible to keep 

those wooden contrivances free from vermin, while they are a con- 

stant source of expense and trouble. 

Report of the Matron. : 

When I assumed the charge ‘of the prison, on the 7th of January 
last, T found eighty-nine females confined as convicts. Since that 

lime, twenty-four have been received, nineteen have been discharged 

by expiration of sentence, seven have been pardoned, and four have 

died—leaving eighty-two now in the prison. 

The highest number of convicts at any time during my term of 

office, was ninety-five, and the lowest eighty-one. 

i> 
a  
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“<s Some inconvenience has arisen from the want of a sufficient num- be sent at the expiration of their prison sentence, where their educa- 
S\ “ber of cells to accommodate all the inmates, there being but eighty- tion and mora!s should be cared for, and where they should be re- 

: sone in all, nine of which have been constructed since the erection of quired to pursue some useful employment, until they should be deemed 
» 'the prison, at the west end of the main hall, which are divided by fitted to enter the world. 

a _.wooden partitions only, and are but indifferently ventilated. Pursuing this system, I have been called upon to inflict twenty-six 
% : A great inconvenience has been experienced from the want of suf- punishments during my term of office, and these have consisted in 

= - fetent shop-roon. only work-shop in this prison being devoted locking in a dark cell, or the offender's own cell, to be kept on bread 
™ to the manufacture of buttons, the convicts employed at hat-trimming and water, and placing in an i ard. i Stang 

“and State work are compelled to perform their labor in the main hall ment. In three instaceee, Thave hevhenn wn . sottany confine: 
the prison. jacket for an hour or two. ot nreeppy 

T conceive that this kind of labor, [button making,] conflicts most 

seriously with the reformation of the convict, which, after all, is the 

most desirable object to be attained. You cannot reform an erring 
female by employing her in a kind of business which is not only 

coarse and masculine in its operations, but wholly contrary to the 

taste and inclination of the sex. Its tendency is to debase the mind 

and sour the disposition, exhaust the physical powers and unfit the 

convict to receive wholesome instruction here, or to pursue an honest 

; calling when she leaves the prison. 

the straight 

If you teach these females a trade suitable to their sex and condi 

tion in life, there is reason to hope that many of them, when they 

leave the prison, will seek employment, and strive to avoid the path 

of infamy and crime. But the influence of this button-making will 

produce the opposite results, for so far from being useful to them as 

an employment after they leave the prison, it will be found to have 

unfitted them to pursue the avocations which females generally en- 

gage in, and which the customs of society generally require at their 

bends. It not only leaves them ignorant of needle work, but, in 

many cases, it disables them, and so impairs their health that they 

will be found unable to obtain a living as servants. 

Under the tuition of the instructress appointed by you, and the as- 
sistance of the officers, much advancement has been made in writing 
and reading and arithmetic ; while others, better informed, are pursu- 

ing the study of the Bible. ue [Assembly, No. 243. 

Many of the convicts are young, almost children in years and 

judgment. Left without parents to protect, or friends to advise them, 

they have become the victims of the unprincipled and designing. 

With the hope of reclaiming such, I would suggest the propriety of 
an additional institution, to which girls under 20 years of age should  



“ed 
o
p
e
d
 

op 
“youl 

++ 
Kagorey 

puwiy 
“pueysy 

Za0-7 
op 

0 
0 
 
 

“
a
a
O
U
I
y
 

eg 
[sereree* 

O
H
 

P| 
U
P
L
 
02-78 

A.7eq 
pute 

y
n
e
s
s
y
 

| + 
"
H
I
O
K
-
A
O
N
 

"uoreatd 
xn 

OP 
[trrerrteeee 

op 
‘PAIG) 

“OHUALP 
tt 

e
e
e
 

Kuaawey 
p
u
e
s
 

4 
p
a
t
!
 

y
o
u
 

crerececsveeecenseevensonces 
OF 
s
a
g
 

“6b. 
ST 

A
v
y
 

“
p
a
g
 

op 
“THE 

01 
‘
3
7
8
 

A,7eq 
pure 

y
N
E
s
S
y
 

spotarepg| 
cotter 

eee 
op 

t
e
s
e
e
s
e
e
r
f
u
a
o
r
e
 
p
u
m
 

tay 
“MODI 

op 
op 

[rss 
op 

op 
op 

o
e
e
n
S
O
L
y
 

swostid 
37839) 

‘warpITya 
y 

: 
"uotedIdxa) 

“at 
Aq 

ts’ 
ssauayo 

Pe 
‘Auaorey 

w
a
g
 

| 
rns 

‘purely 
a
o
u
t
 

“yO 
K
-
M
a
N
 

op 
‘
o
e
g
t
s
n
3
n
y
 

"
M
O
L
I
 

vatsap 
Sp 

A
t
a
q
q
o
y
 

|: *Aasaeg- “
M
O
N
 | TT 

I
O
 
A—AMON 

v
e
t
u
e
a
A
s
u
u
e
g
 

op 
4ydag 

op 
Trt 

rtesscreeseees 
On 

verue ayAsuua 
gd 

‘ 
*queyy 

T1ax0Kg 
on 

O
N
 

“dag 
op 

t
e
r
e
r
e
s
e
s
s
s
e
s
u
o
g
a
y
 

les 
n
o
r
e
a
n
u
0
D
 

*ys0MQ 
e
p
c
u
e
g
 

ol 
taidy 

“OUIUAA | 
* 

tere 
K
U
a
a
I
V
y
 

pussy] 
e
e
e
 

puepsug] 
a
o
u
s
i
a
e
y
 

99 
“Og 

atemeraqg 
cuannita 

6 
A
Q
T
 

“
M
O
B
Y
 | 

TOT 
one 

ve 
D
u
e
 

“eq 
pue 

ip.ssy |
 Q
u
n
o
g
e
s
u
e
i
g
|
 

+++ +++ 
u
e
 ly 

‘oregng 
“ouON 

seeene 
“
t
o
e
d
 

| 
“alt 

Ay 
: 
Auaa.ey 

pueigi 
e
r
s
 

w
a
n
g
 

‘pues, 
duo0-7 

"
P
I
L
Y
S
 

LBC 
ydag 

‘uopreg 
‘teatdap 

py 
S
u
a
s
a
y
 | 

-*purysy 
Suo7y 

‘oregng 
op 

‘ 
t
e
e
 

nee 
op 

seees 
OWUOIOL, 

“YAO 
X- 

MONT 
“auoN 

sreesses 
fuaaley 

putag 
tA 

“puounpany 
M
O
W
O
L
a
P
T
]
 

‘uaaptrya 
g 

a
d
e
s
 

‘ut09 
0) 

*yeq 
pur 

ypnessy | 
+++ 

+ A
a
u
L
T
y
A
O
 ET 

*ssodyoorg| 
‘yo 

youTq 
| 

ute “ 
r80UEyo 

pe 
‘Auaatey 

pyaq| 
41,09 

aolUuo 
‘
U
M
O
W
I
I
d
O
O
D
]
 

“UAIPPYD 
presses 

erste 
ees 

redid 
+ AuBaIe] 

puvssy! 
+
+
 

“laqyeaqiy 
Ayunod 

eaauag 
“pre 

"86.9%" 
Ayun0d 

voauag 
+ A
u
e
q
r
y
 

o
p
 

bee 
ve 

. 

“8 
3
0
 

7 AVe 
NT 

NAMA 
    op 

veteesess 
Cugaduy 

puwisy 
e
o
u
a
g
o
 

pg 
‘Anvaieyl 

w
e
d
 

“81 
S
A
T
A
M
A
A
T
 

, 
t 

fret 
neresses 

A
u
d
r
e
y
 

pueip) 
+
 
purrary 

“YO 
K
-
M
A
N
 

‘aaddap 
ysy 

“ray 
Sueypsur py 

“*4d0 
X
-
M
A
N
 

ud 
O
O
 

"'* 
S
I
O
 

K = AN9 NT 
‘+ 

-aouago 
pg 

‘Auaaiey 
j
o
g
 

soo opUelary 
“ s
B
U
L
 yy 

 
 

Aa.qo4|uorpertdxg! 
sorry ay 

 
 
 
 

‘pe 
-
u
d
x
a
 

aaey 
sxouep 

*suoly 
|pinoa 

aouay 
-Isad 

yensp 
j-ear 

yeroog] 
-uas 

v
a
y
 sy 

  
*pagivya 

*posreyo 
“
A
A
 

*poqora 
“SIP 

UOUAL 
|
 

S
I
P
 

AKOHT |
 

*t0[0g 
‘
O
U
L
D
 

~BU 
JO 

BdeTd 
{| 

-UOd 
a
a
a
I
T
 A 

        
      

  
(‘aaasnjaut) 

‘SPSL 
“woq0m0 

fe Bef 
ay? 

07 
Adnnuog 

fo 
put 

oy 
worl 

‘uoypsdza 
fg 

paSsnyosp 
so 
 
 

 
 

“Aueqry 

5 i 4 
verse 

A
U
B
A
T
Y
 

1°08 
. 

"+ 
Augarey 

pueiyy 
“08 

a
u
 

Say 
Sang 

op 
ae 

+ p
a
r
u
e
y
y
 
“
a
M
 

Auras 
r
e
l
 
p
u
e
s
y
y
 

op 
M
T
 

» 

: 
a
e
s
 

. 
s
g
o
u
a
g
o
 

pe 
‘Auaorvy] 

r
o
q
t
i
o
g
 

: 
oo 

purypaay 
gouarmmery 

a
s
|
T
t
 

isnany 

ONT 
AA 

sry 
AyunoD 

sPEuo| 
epieug)°s 

jsnany 

atsurg} 
MN O
T
T
2
 K 

+++ 
Kuaorey 

purty 
ane 

M
O
D
E
M
 

O
U
M
A
Y
 

ott 
“aa1dap 

pe 
r
e
n
a
 

i 
. 

Sune 

seee 
you 

se 
eneeeee 

on 
2 

‘ 
i 

auaing 
. ‘ota 

sereeeeeees 
(UDQTBE 

PUGTEY 
; 

4IOX- 
M
O
N
 

Alerss 
jontg [er 

raotayo 
pe 

‘Auaorey 
Wed |" AN 

CUM 
pee 

seetenene 
Ul]VaIs 

PILYQY 
C
M
U
C
A
L
A
S
U
L
D
 q 

aeqLy 
[LT 

“
p
o
e
 

3 
s
e
 

TESTE] 
8° 
PAO 

R
M
O
N
 

‘BT 

1g 
|A1.09 

a0tuo 
pl} 

rt 
* 

++ 
BOITO PY 

“i 

‘aaatiop 
pe 

S
A
I
T
O
 T 

ee 
. 

op 
0 

++ S
u
s
a
r
e
y
 
purdy 

[.°* 
Y
O
K
 
M
O
N
 

‘81 
ee 

on 
-gauago 

% 
‘husatel 

wad 
a 

"* 
towjassuoy 

|"8e 
WOIEHY 

se-eyaaSop 
pe 

‘Arepsung 
340 

X
-
M
O
N
 

"€ 
” 

davayo 
pz 

‘AuaoIRy 
W
O
 

o
g
 
ssayomng 

. 
Ssoyomngy 

aid 
” 

se 
teneees 

~Agoaret 
puts 

sAueQly | 
WIOR-MON|GT 

9s 
sreesepuepady|* 

v
r
 

O
N
T
H
}
O
L
 

3s 

‘
o
p
 

op 
| *epeuny 

*arorg|> 
s
o
y
e
g
n
g
|
'
O
r
 

3 

12 
A
u
r
e
r
d
e
d
 

au 
’ 

seesreepuepaaz|rrt 
tt 

s
u
v
a
p
I
g
h
g
 
A
r
e
n
i
q
a
d
 

‘Te 
Lcenaere] 

t+ 
“poqere yy! 

T
O
T
T
I
 

AL 
Auoorey 

p
u
g
’
 

purlary 

*ydOK- 
MONT 

“
g
o
u
a
I
M
e
y
 

“19! 
-syunod 

epPIeUg 
*oreyug 

-Ayanod 
O
F
a
a
s
g
 

oO 

NATRH OH Aan RAN 

“
I
O
U
T
 

“euate 
*HIO 

K- 
M
A
N
 

*JesayIoyY 
op 

*YIO A -MaNT 
*AOLT, 

"YO 
R- 

M
O
N
 

-<yunod 
s
s
o
y
o
n
g
 

HAO. 
K
-
A
L
O
N
 

op 
“oreyng 

“TWH 
Apueg 

” 

    
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

“
A
W
A
Y
 

*Pa1STAUod 
*a0ua} 

*suolt 
y 

Cla. 
| 

Y 
1 
ust 

- 
. 

MA 
- 

‘ 
Leg 

j 
a
g
 

wu 
Jo 

aoerg 
|areym 

ApunOD| 
“p.0e. 

‘gouepisar 
T
e
n
s
 q) 

“mda J, 
[ds 

Jo 
0
7
8
 

| 
-CIAT 

Tepoog) 
O
O
O
 

I 

‘uaaPIIYD | AND ODAMADOAVSSSOOSASRAlM 
JO ‘ON, 

  
    

  
  

  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
fo 

bop 
u
f
 

ayy 
of 

Raonung 
fo 

fiop 
poufoyg 

woul 
X
N
 2) 

Sta 
Swosetd 

a
q
u
a
 

ay) 
79 

poniaras 
spouwuod 

fo 
n
a
n
g
 

(vy) 

 



356 [ AssemBLy 

Report of the Physician. 

Until the month of July last, but little sickness occurred here, oth- 

er than chronic cases. At that time a dysentery of a malignant char- 

acter made its appearance, and so rapid was its progress, that in less 

than a month the usual hospital was found too small to accommodate 
all who were attacked, and who required constant treatment for this 

complaint. It therefore became necessary to convert the chapel into 

a receptacle for the sick, and the number of cases continued to in- 

crease until there were seventy-five in the hospital and a daily pre- 

scription for from eighty to one hundred and twenty out door pa- 

tients, the latter having the dysentery in its incipient stages or milder 

forms. This state of things continued for three months, during 

which time there were about three hundred cases of the disease under 

treatment, notwithstanding which, but sixteen proved fatal. 

The average number of hospital patients in the male prison for each 

day during the year, notwithstanding the unusually large amount in 

July and August has been but twenty-one. 

daily prescriptions for out door patients has been fifty-one. The 
average number of hospital rations which have beenallowed daily has 
been fifty-seven. The whole number of deaths for the same period is 

The average number of 

thirty-one, being one less than in the preceding year. 

In the female prison the average number of hospital patients for 

each day during the year has been 33. The average number of pre- 

scriptions daily for those not admitted to the hospital has been seven. 

The average number of hospital rations given out at the prison each 

day, has been eight. The whole number of deaths at this prison du- 

ring the year has been three, one of which died of dysentery. 
Of the 169 convicts received at the prison during the last year, 82 

reported themselves in good health at the time of their reception ; 52 
stated that they were then in good health but were subject to pain in 
the side, rheumatism, &c.; 24 were feeble with impaired constitutions; 

and 2) were sick, so much so as to require immediate medical atten- 

dance. 
Several convicts have been received in this prison during the past 

year, apparently in a good state of health, but who have discovered, 

after being here two or three days, that they were laboring under 

venereal disease ; and by information derived from the convicts them 

selves, as well as by the fact that such convicts came to this place 

directly from the city and county prisons, and that the disease was 

No. 243.] 357 
developed some tume after their arrival here, I am led to the belief 
that abandoned females were allowed to visit them while in the city 
prisons or county jails, and that by such means they have contracted 
the disease, 
We have had twelve cases of scrofula in the prison during the past 

the complaint was fully developed 
year, and in a majority of those, 
before their reception. 

During the past year seven convicts have been sent to the State 
Lunatic Asylum at Utica, in pursuance of the humane jaw making 
provision for the ins i ‘ ane 5 and there is one other now in the prison 
who gives occasional indications of insanity, and whose case will pro- 
bably soon require his removal, to receive the benefit of the treatment 
of that Asylum. 

Three children have been born of female convicts at this prison 
during the past year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. N. BELCHER, Physician. 
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“> yicts in the elements of an English education, 
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Report of the Chaplain. 

The afternoons of the Sabbath, and as circumstances will permit, 

portions of the week days and evenings, I devote io visiting, and 
conversing with the convicts at the doors of their cells. 

The correspondence of ihe convicts occupies a considerable portion 

of my time. They value this as a great privilege. And it is no 
doubt salutary in its influence on their minds, as it keeps up a recol- 
lection of social life, and encourages them in their resolutions to 
amend their ways, so as to enjoy such life, when the day of their free- 
dom shall arrive. 251 convicts have written letters during the past 
year, and the whole number of letters written is 353. 

The last Legislature made provision for the instruction of the con- 

it was not until some- 

: time in May lasi that suitable instructors could be found ; at which 

time two were procured for the male prison, and a little after, one for 

‘he female. They have been prosecuting their work with diligence 

nee that time, and the improvement made by many of the convicts 

very gratifying. ‘The number under instructors in the male prison 

250. and in the female, 33. 

The library of the male prison consists of 825 volumes, and of the 

emale prison of about 500 volumes, besides a Bible and a hymn 

vook in each cell, and a large number of arithmetics and spelling 

“books. All these are in a sound condition, fit to be distributed and 

read. An addition was made to the library during the last year of 

92 volumes, out of the appropriations made by the State for this pur- 

pose. The books of the library are distributed iu the cells, and chang- 

ed every two weeks. 

Besides the books bought by, and belonging to the State, some of 

the contractors have furnished books for the use of the men working 

on their contracts, severally. These also are changed every two 

weeks on the galleries, where they belong. There are now two such 
libraries, comprising in all 110 volumes. And in addition to this, 

many of the convicts have private libraries furnished by themselves 

and their friends. But no book is allowed, that has not been approv- 

ed by the chaplain, 172 convicts in the male prison have private li- 

braries, greater or less, from 55 volumes to a single one, each ; the 
whole comprising 1200 volumes. 

Many of the convicts in the male prison read a great deal, and 

often come to me to borrow books, because the supply from the 

No 243.) 361 
prison library, in the due course of disiribution, is not sufficient to occupy their time. Some few, too, are students of classic litera- ture, and prosecute their studies with no little zeal and ambition 
Convicted in the county of Males New-Yorky.... 0... cee ccee cess cee ee, 355 vem Albany, oo. eee cece eee ee cea eee. 43 ee ° Rensselaery. 0.0... cee cee ce cence 12 ve 5 Schenectady,..... _ en ° Queens,........ 
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Term of sentence. 7 
. Males. Fe 

Occupation. Between 7 and 8 YO 8F ‘emales, 
Farmers, . cc. cee cect eee scenes eeneee 22 do 8 9 fee ces eeeenes 8 
Mechanics,..... 00.0 ceeceeeceenseseaes 216 do 9 46 oe. 10 
Merchants and Clerks,.......0.seecceee+ 12 do 10 Wy wee ee eeen 96 ose Servants and Waiters,.......ceccse seen ee 24 veces do il 32 eee eee es eee 
Laborers ees . . ee 213 . do 12 13 sees Seer eves yc 8 Peewee eee ae ere tere aoe 

SN ee mee ene eee . 3 1 5 eee Stone cutters ee ee ee 9 * do 4 1 ase veeeaee 

Sailors and boatmen,.. cee seeeeere veces 
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Teacher,...0 cee ceee cece eens . . lo 22 9a saa ee 
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Prostitution,......00- . do 25 96 . : Leeeceee 
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Curton Prison. 

From the report of the agent and warden of this prison, it appears 

that its total of receipts from all sources, during the last fiscal year, 

WAS... .. $41,536 93 

And that its expenditures for all purposes during the 

weer 

ae meee ees e ene e etree esse sere reseeses 

game period, WETC..sseeeeeree cere eceneres 39,900 98 

Liceececeaeee $1,635 95 Leaving a balance of ...-. 

There appears, however, to have been cash on hand, 

Sept. 30, 1848, only... seeeecee reer eres creres 

eeenes 

827 97 

$807 98 
Showing an apparent deficiency Of..++.seereeeeeres 

For its explanation, so far as it can be done from the books of the 

prison, reference is made to the annexed report : 

The available resources of the prison, Sept. 30, 1848, were, an un- 

drawn balance of appropriation, of .....+seee sees $7,553 13 

Cash on hand, as above,...- sees ee eeee 827 9T ever eet e sees 

$8,381 10 
4 Xo) 

The receipts of the prison during the fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 

1848, appear to have been derived from the following sources : 

sescenes eevee $40,487 47 
337 49 
711 9 

Legislative appropriations,......eseers 

Sale of separated ore)... scree eeeeee 

Convict deposits, admission tickets, &c.).+++ sseeeees 
eee cere rene 

$41,536 93 
————— 

Total, ...6 eee eee 

Of the total expenditures of the last fiscal year, as above, $39,900 98 

There were expended by Ransom Cook, the late agent, during four 

months of the year, viz., October, November, December and Jan- 

uary;.-+ wees $19,280 79 

And by George Throop, the present agent, during eight 

months, viz: February, March, April, May, June, 

July, August, and September,...+ssresseeesteees 

wee em ene e eee eneseeeusear sess ene 

21,620 19 

Exceeding for the last eight months of the year, the 

expenditures of the first four months, only....-++-. $1,339 40 
—— ——————— 
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The average monthly expenditure for the last eight months of the 

fiscal year, appears, therefore, to have been $2,577.52. The average 

for the whole year, $3,325.08. 

One of the first objects of the Inspectors wa3 to ascertain as nearly 

as within their power, the extent and quality of the deposit of iron 

ore upon the lands belonging to the State, and determine the practi- 

cability of separating it, for the supply of the local market. With 

this view, careful explorations and examinations were caused to be 

made by an experienced miner. No result satisfactory to the Inspec- 

tors, or which will enable them to give any confident assu-ance of 

the existence of any very extensive and valuable deposit of ore upon 

the State property, has been arrived at. 

It seemed also desirable to test carefully and fully, the plan of 

separating ore by the process contemplated by the late agent. The 

most favorable result at which the agent had been able to arrive, pre- 

vious to this time, indicated that by the use of this process, separated 

ore, worth in the market $4.50 per ton, could be produced by the 

State at an expense of $12.50 per ton. 

The prospect of being able to raise and separate ore for the mar- 

ket, to any considerable extent, from any deposit yet ascertained to 

exist upon the State property, or to engage in the manufacture of 

iron from the raw material derived from such source, did not seem to 

be flattering. 

A deposit of iron ore, however, known as the Averill mine, of ap- 

parently large extent, and of good quality, which had been wrought 

successfully by private enterprise for the last three years, and from 

which most of the ore used in the iron works in the Saranac valley 

was derived, existed in the immediate vicinity of the prison. The 

Inspectors concluded an arrangement for the hire of this mine for a 

term of ten years, upon conditions which they trust will be satisfac- ~ 

tory to the Legislasure. 

It is estimated that employment will be furnished for 75 convicts i 

in mining and upon separating this ore. The agent is obligated by . 

the terms of the lease to separate at least 5000 tons per annum, if the , 

deposit of ore continues to hold good, and it can be raised and sepa- 

rated within a given rate of expense. 

paid the sum of one dollar and twenty-five cents per ton for every ton 

of separated ore. The existing local demand is from five to six thou- 
sand tons per year. 

™~ 

To the proprietors is to be- .  
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Tt is not supposed that all the convicts at this prison can be em- 

ployed in mining and separating ore at present, because with ma- 

chinery to employ them all, the local market would be over stocked. 

The supply of ore from the Averill mine will doubtless continue to 

be abundant and convenient. 

The estimated amount necessary to be appropriated for the support 

and maintenance of this prison for one year, is...... $33,550 00 

For extending the picketing, and machinery required 

for working the Averill ore bed, &c., as detailed in 

the report of the agent,......c0 cee secenssen ees 7,330 00 

$40,880 00 

No estimate is included in the above, for finishing the new section 

of the prison building at the east end, except for the erection of four 

solitary cells. 
Average time of actual labor for 10 months, 10 hours 33 minutes. 

If we assume the time of actual labor for December and January 

at 8 hours, it will make the average for the year about 10 hours and 

3 minutes. 

Report of the Agent. ee ee 
There are not any solitary cells in this prison for the confinement 

of convicts ; and when this mode of punishment has been resorted to 

of necessity in most cases, the offender has been kept in his own cell. 

A law has heretofore been passed authorising the construction of soli- 

tary cells at this prison, but no funds havebeen placed at my disposal 

for that purpose. 

My experience in prison discipline is exclusively confined to the 

period of time I have had charge here. 

With the use of the ca¢ and its effects, Iam (practically) wholly 

unacquainted, and hope I shall always remain so. 
The shower bath I believe is much more effectual as a punishment 

than the caf, Tess degrading and brutalizing. Jt has not in any in- 
stance within my knowledge proved prejudicial to health, but on the 

contrary has in some instances proved beneficial to it. 

I believe that punishment should only be resorted to in the case of 
the convict, when those means and measures which are calculated to 

reform and build up, which take hold on the moral responsibilities of 

the man, and lead him to feel them, have proved abortive. Mea 

No. 243.] 367 

should be treated in this matter according to the intelligence they 

possess, should be judged and treated according to the intention as far 

as that intention can be known. Ifa firm, kind, uniform system of 

treatment will not reclaim, then let punishment follow, and let that 

punishment be the smallest amount that will effect the desired object— 

reformation. Men should be made to feel even when punishment is 

called for, that it is not inflicted from a motive of revenge, that he 

who is called upon by a stern necessity to inflict it, may nevertheless 

be actuated by motives for his good, may feel a real interest in bis 

welfare , that because he may be for atime bis keeper, yet that he 

will not exercise his power for their injury but for their benefit. The 

good and wise keeper will seek to elevate and save, not to degrade, 

oppress or destroy. He will seize hold of what is yet remaining of 

virtue in the mind of ihe convict, and seek diligently, ardently, per- 

severingly on that, even though it may be small to build up a bul- 

wark against vice and crime, and throw around the small light in 

that darkened mind guards and guides that will counteract the force 

of human habits, keep it in the hour of temptation and trial, lead it on 

Us path to a brighter and better destiny than it has yet looked for- 

ward to or appreciated. 

Thave found very few of the convicts under my charge, that can- 

not be made io feel in some degree; by kind and persevering efforts, 

the moral responsibility that rests upon them. And just in propor- 

lion as they feel this, just in that proportion the work of reformation 

has progressed. 

GEORGE THROOP, 

Algent and Warden. 

Sratement, (No. 1.) 

Of cash expended for general support, building, repairs, &c., during 

the year ending September 30, 1848. 

Building and repairs 

Stock and tools, 

Rations, 

Clothing and bedding, 
Fuel and lights, 

Hospital and medicines, ... 

Discharge of convicts, 

$3,529 69 pees emcees ernvrenance 

Carried forward,....  
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126 85 
6,930 30 
6,880 44 

315 08 
176 06 
528 89 

1,607 43 
586 51 
500 45 

2,748 06 

Postage, printing and stationery, 

Salaries of officers, .... 

Pay of guards, 

Teams and keeping, 

Expenses of agent, 

Storage and freightage, 

Miscellaneous, ...+ 

Grading, 

Quarry and mine, 

Machinery, 

Total expenses,. ccc cece cere cere nes $39 ,900 98 

Balance of appropriation, September 30, 

1848, ....6, 
Cash in hands of agent,.... 827 97 

$8,381 10 Balance belonging to prison, 

Clerk’s Report. 

The number of convicts confined in the Clinton State Prison, on 

this day, (December 1, 1848,) is 163; who are employed for the 

State, at the respective branches, hereinafter mentioned, viz : 

Averill mine, 

Raising pickets, 

Blacksmith’s shop, 

Machine shop, 

we
 

OD
 

I
Y
R
K
R
S
 

Carpenters and joiners, .....ceeeeee cert ene eeeee 

Engineers and tenders, .. ss see sees sree eee eeees 

Saw mill, 

Wood choppers and drawers, .... 

Altering separator, y
e
 

o
o
w
w
 

oa 

Handling hammers, 

Tailors, ... 

Shoe makers, 

Wash room, 

Kitchen, 
General waiters... ...cc2 cece cece reer cen esee 

Hall dO case ceues 

Machine shop do ....... 

eB 
C
O
N
 
O
N
 
W
H
S
 

No. 243] 369 

Hospital waiters, ........... . 

Clerk’s office and guard waiter, ......... 

Barbers, 

No employment, 

Sick, (in hospital,) 

Invalids, .........46 . 

Four convicts have been received at the prison, on the afternoon 

of this day, but not being yet required to perform any labor, I cannot 

consequently embody them in this report. 

The number of convicts remaining in this prison January 1, 

85 

There have been, during the year 1848, 

Discharged by expiration of sentence,... 

do pardon, ... 

Removed to Lunatic Asylum, at Utica, 

Escaped, 

There are remaining in prison, Dec. 31, 1848, 

Report of the Physician. 

The number of convicts in the prison has ranged from 150 to 163, 

making an average of 155. 

[Assembly No. 243. ]  



| ASSEMBLY 

life. iS 

Peter Marsham, (I suppose his name to have been Marceau,) re- 

weather on his way 
ted h Ina 

February last, at which time he was debilita- 

inclement sure to the 

ase which speedily term 

is expo H 

e dise 

1S prison in 

ted by venereal 

4 o & a a 3 ° S o 
a 2 
ao] o 
a) 
~ 3s 
a
 ra] 

“4 a q a ny 

= is 
_ & 3 e > 3 
an} Q 
a
 E y a c 

a
 ~_ 

oH 
o 

a a 2 « 
= v > Dv oO 

here, produced th 

“BEST 
‘ST 

les 

is 

ight 
which aggravated his disease, and pro:tuced his death 

prison 

is r 

the 

ed the accident but a week, dying of gangrene of 
ie viscera, 

as I was in- 

bral disease, 

hi 

in 

ry in 

med the dut su 

ju 

s 

raore, 

ive cere 

th pus. 

He died very suddenly, 

wi 

ved an in 

bank of earth 

2 year or 

On my first examination of h 

1 extens 

d 

rece 

Pa 

red for « 

ht groin. 

@ 

nt, 

i 

e 

ffe 

1 pati ica 

elvyic viscera fill 

y by the falling o jur 

he I found in the hospital when Ia 
where he had su 

nd the p 

ian, 

a 

sici 

He surviv 

da severe in; 

the thorac 

John Hoose, a phthis 

Michael Ruc 

side in a scuffle, 

of phy 

and a post mortem examination showec 

formed, with a disease of the brain. 

rammolisment, 

case, I found an abscess in his r 

ceive 

yard. 

saqmaydag 
§ 

good, which may be attribu- 

1 healthy location of the prison, the ventila- 

convicts t 
t 

The general health of the 

in about a week. 

ted to the salu 

separ 
‘2 

Aine 
F 

or1ous anc 

i~ ae diet furnished, and the clean] 
ness which is every where observed. 

lence of tk ] 

The nature of the employments here exerts a healthy influence upon 
e inma 

tion of the cells, the exce 

ise m tes, as they afford them the opportunity for exerc the 

Clinton Prison. tcian to 

GEORGE A. MILLER, 

Phys 

th 

Chaplain’s Report. 

*SbST 
‘et 

Arenigqeg 
4 

e consisted in daily visits 

iting let- 

cells to regulate books, f the 

ature kav 

Superintending the school, taking care of the library, and wr 

My services of a more private n 

to the hospital, weekly examination o 

ters for prisoners. 

ime, I 

icly that I would answer any special call 

ire renova- 

derable t requiring any consi 

ignated time. 

ing my ministry 

tible with other duties to visit each convict sep- 

5 or month even, 

t a proper desi 

g& u incompa 

Four, and perhaps five prisoners, have professed an ent 
on in t 

Findin, 

arately every week 

announced to them all pub! 

for conversation a 

“QPRI 
CT 
U
B
V
Y
 

« 

here ; and a few Ings d feel ir views an dur he ti 

 
 

fyusdsaTeauog| 
> 

op 

padtyice 
ss 

s
c
r
e
e
e
e
s
r
e
e
n
 

seers 

i 
2 

e
r
r
e
u
o
u
r
n
d
 
stsrqnud 

y
r
s
 
‘sisAydowaepy 

cp 
‘cr 

§peaq| 
s
p
a
a
o
i
d
w
y
 

op 
“pang 

*yuaoseTeAuog 
op 

‘peaorduty 

‘yuaosayeAUoD 
*Buraoiduly 

tpeeg 

op 
*Suraoudury 

“queosaTeAUoD 
op 

“pang 
*
Z
u
r
a
o
i
d
u
y
 

op 
op 

+yuaosayeauog 
*
Z
u
r
a
o
i
d
u
]
 

“ yUBdSATVAUOD 
*paang 

“paleaooay 

*qusosayeauog 
# p
e
o
 

*Bursoiduy 

sh[edeg 
+ sroquashql 

Sete 
tent 

pers 
eervewes 

veers 

e
S
 
[einau 

pue 
WIsT}EUNIyY, 

, 
see-s 

H
O
L
s
a
T
U
O
D
 

s
c
e
e
v
a
e
e
e
c
e
e
s
 

rere = *R8996Q8 [BSULIOd 

+ 
(
Q
q
u
o
T
Y
)
 

‘sIV1Ia]UO 
O1jse_ 

qavay 
A
y
d
o
a
u
a
d
é
y
 
p
f
d
w
o
o
 

“si1taqug, 

ad, asa 
01 

3,78 
joys 

Aq 
Y
o
u
 

Ul 
p
a
p
u
n
o
 

vee 
e
e
e
t
e
c
c
e
r
e
e
s
s
e
e
r
e
r
e
r
c
e
e
e
 

S
E
L
 
IOIUGL 

+ WISITOUTMAYA 
O
L
U
O
L
Y
O
 

+“ yueq 
3
p
 

Japan 
p
a
y
s
a
r
g
 

s
e
s
s
t
t
y
d
d
s
 

A
r
e
p
u
o
a
s
g
 

w
s
r
y
e
u
n
o
y
a
 

a
n
t
t
i
a
d
s
g
 

seeeoenprsdadsaqy 

+) 
U
I
S
T
T
V
U
I
N
I
 

Y
Y
 

*
*
a
A
a
y
 

SNOITIG 

SYOTYEPLIIT 
TOUTISIzAT 

O.1ISVE) 
veesen 

> 
sgtyaqUy 

terse 
B
L
I
N
G
 
Tg 

JaAlT 
JO 

w
o
r
s
e
d
u
0
g
 

“styllaqugy 
ae 

n
e
s
e
 

*
s
a
r
y
d
 
y
 
o
l
l
a
 

p
u
v
y
 
uoljelese] 

pue 
J
a
s
u
y
 

Jo 
oinyovly 

ceeeeeaeeuseaeereees 
DBD 

M
O
 
U
O
T
S
N
I
T
O
D
 

sreveeeeveevee 
cessor 

t
a
g
e
 
snydAy 

O
L
E
 

+++ 
T
p
a
r
a
u
a
a
 
pur 

Jaagj 
[ref 

zo 
proyddy, 

+ © 
U
I
S
T
T
E
U
N
I
 

Y
Y
 

s
i
p
p
e
y
d
a
s
 
pue 

asaosye 
e
u
r
n
s
u
y
 

s
e
e
e
s
e
o
e
s
s
e
s
(
Q
t
o
r
y
a
)
 

“
s
I
y
a
y
u
e
 

O.18ex) 

op 
‘6% 

op 
s
u
o
r
s
a
s
u
o
g
|
 

op 
6% ‘91 

“ur 

op 
‘ot 

op 
‘IE 

op 
GB 

op 
68 

op 
RI 

o
p
 

ep 
A
U
N
 

op 

SPST 
“
3
9
0
 

op 
‘Er 

op 
‘If 

‘AON 

Sy, 
A
R
I
 

6% 
Lady 

qoreyy 
G 

o
e
 
a7pBtaduayuy 

op 
* g

y
e
r
a
d
w
a
y
,
 

a
y
e
s
o
d
u
o
z
u
y
 

+++ 
razesaduiaqUy 

A
a
Y
U
N
p
 

U.sev9O 

a
y
e
a
d
w
a
q
u
y
 

"LIHULNP 
87,POW, 

    LPBL 
2% 

“290 
Orel 

“0% 
API 

aquy|- sees 
eee 

TQIOQRYT 
s
e
e
r
?
 

N
u
e
p
s
u
g
 

+-ermeay 
A
s
u
u
a
g
 

++ quoulda A 
Splasnyoesse 

YIOK-MAN 
++ 

spugyad] 
+*quOULa A 

op 
yIOA-MON 

“
o
p
 

+ 
Y
I
O
R
-
M
O
N
 

veces 
A
U
B
U
L
I
O
Z
)
 

+o 
RIO K-MON 

o
r
m
 

 
 

 
 

“podreyostp 
UeYy a 

U.7IpueD 
ostosig: 

  
*jeyrdsoy 

wg 
eSreqosid 

*Teqrdsoy 
oUt 

90,1}U9 Jo 
ayeq 

    
“si1qeH   

‘
w
o
r
y
e
d
n
a
0
9
   

‘AWTATICN 
"10109 

    
 
 

“oyop ata 07 haonagagy fo 4a 04) ods quowsgnes; rondeozr of pazoatans waaq vay oye esoys fo uoIsds.9sep ays span 
H190) BUIMONOf HL— ATE VL 

 



372 [Assewu.y 

others, who were praying men before, have been encouraged in the 

discharge of their duty. 

Several convicts are now on the track of serious reflection, perusing 

their Bible with earnestness, deploring their former habits, and avoid- 

ing, as far as possible, their old associates in sin. 

The Bible is now generally read in prison as an inspired book, the 
prisoner’s book, the book for all. During chapel service good order 

is preserved,’ and the number of -voluntary attendants at the Bible 
class, about 70, some of whom are Catholics. 

The sacred music in the chapel is being very much improved, under 

the teaching of Mr. Beecher, one of our keepers, and the taste for 

moral and religious reading greatly increased. 

Persons who have had the earliest acquaintance with the state of 

morals here, admit that a great change has been effected for the bet- 

ter. A prisoner who was present at the erection of the prison, in- 

quired of me not long since the cause of the improvement he saw. | 

have known, he said, more than sixty quarrels here among prisoners, 

but not one the last summer. IT ascribed the change to the influence 

of Bible truth on the mind, which he acknowledged. This reform 

has been acknowledged by officers and citizens, and spoken of freely, 
as honorable to the prison. But encouraging as these facts are, there 

is yet much to be corrected here, the leaven of infidelity and bad ha- 

bits lurking still about the premises. One of these habits is the use 

of strong drink asa beverage. This article, though wisely and kindly 

prohibited to prisoners, has been introduced by stealth within the en- 

closures of the prison during the last summer, and created no small 

disturbance for the time. The evil, to be sure, was soon detected, 

and the remedy applied, and we hope will] not be repeated ; still itis 

an event of possible occurrence, as grocers are living in the environs 
of the prison, who treat the ¢iree mile law regulating the retail of ar- 

dent spirits with open and every day contempt 

In regard to the school, a few facts here I suppose will suffice, one 

month only having passed since my quarterly report. Some few 

changes in this time have been made, which, on the whole, I believe 

for the better. The scholars are now taken out into the hall to be 
" instructed in classes, instead of the cells, twenty on one side of the 

hall one evening, and twenty the next on the other, Sabbath evening 
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excepted. By this statement 
school has increased, owin 

» it will be seen that the number of our 
& partly to the increase of convicts 

S ° 
and th number might yet be increased to fifty, who could plead the b : of the law in their condition, , ® Penetts 

ASHBEL PARMELER, 
Chaplain. 
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NEW-JERSEY. 
en anate: 

Joint Committee’s Report, 1848. 

The payment of the salaries of officers being provided for by law, 

this item is not included in the operations or accounts of the prison. 

The net gain of the prison for the past year, as per annexed state- 

ment, in five thousand nincty dollars and sixty-seven cents ; deduct 

from this the sum drawn for salaries, and it leaves one thousand fifty 

seven dollars and forty-nine cents loss in its operations for the last 

year. This result shows an apparent falling off as compared with 

the previous year, of two hundred and ninety-seven dollars and ninety- 

five cents, which is believed to be owing entirely to the interruption 

occasioned by the removal of the engine and machinery, which were 

thereby kept cut of use for several months. 
It will eppear from an item in statement C, that the debts due on 

book account, amount to five thousand five hundred and seventy-six 

dollars and ninety cents; of this, however, four thousand and five 

hundred dollars stand charged to the commissioners for building the 
wing. Your committee have directed that the account against them 

be closed, by charging the same to stock account. This will leave a 

balance of one thousand seventy-six dollars and ninety cents, which 
is the real amount of debts due the prison. 

Al statement showing the operations of the New-Tersey State Prison, 
from the 31st December, 1846, to 31st December, 1847. 

Dr. 

Weaving account, gain,........ seeeeccese $2,528 95 
Chair making “ 1... aa, see - 8,253 19 

Cordwainers’ ‘€ sect eens wees 2,149 27 

Sundries “ 2,386 73 

Interest, 9 58 

$15 ,327 72 
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we aeons 

seem eee nee eenese 

ae Ce er ay 
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Furniture account, loss,.... 6.0.05 
Provision “ we 

Hospital “ 
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Incidental, 
Discharged convicts’ 

773 63 
6,216 28 

208 80 
1,706 80 

810 46 
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Balance, being gain on the operations of the prison, 
from Dec. 31, 1846, to Dec. 31, 1847,......0.0... 5,090 67 

$15,327 72 

On the 31st day of December, 1846,{there were in prison one hun- 
dred and sixty-seven convicts, and from that time to the 31st Decem- 
ber, 1847, there were received ninety, making two hundred and fifty- 
seven. OF these, there have been discharged during the same period, 
eighty-one upon the expiration of their sentence, twenty by pardon 
granted by the pardoning power, (four of whom were pardoned a few 
days before the expiration of their term,) one escaped, and two died ; 
making altogether one hundred and four ; thereby leaving in confine- 
ment on the 31st day of December, 1847, one hundred and fifty-three 
prisoners, 

Term of Sentence. 

Po eesaee For 20 years,...... 
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6 months,..... 

9 rnonths,. . 
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During the term of his natural life,.. eh omen es on ane 

Total, .. soeereee 158 
=> =— 

Le ee ee ee a ay  
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Crimes Committed. 

Adulteryy...ccsceevesessenes 
Assault and battery,.......++.. : 

Assault and battery with intent to kill).....eeee seer eee 

Assault and battery with intent to commit a rape, 

Atrocious assault and battery,..... cee eeees se ceee see 

Burglary,..... sees ecco cseeee 

Burglary and larceny, «..+...+-- 

Burglary and breaking prison,........-+ 

Bigamy,...+ sess seeeeeeeres 

Breaking prison,.... 

Burning,.......e eee eee 

Cutting timber,. beeen 
Forgery,.....+.+- 
Grand larceny,.. 
Grand larceny and burglary, soe v eee eeseace 

Keeping disorderly house, - . 

Larceny and breaking prison. . 

Larceny, .c.csceeccensscescseuces 

Manslaughter, .....s+e.eeeeee 

Misdemeanor, .... see cece cess eenees 
Misdemeanor and larceny,....+.++++++ 

T
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me 
an
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Murder in second degree,......++.- 
Obtaining money upon false pretences,..... 

Passing counterfeit money,.... 

Rape,. . 

Robbery, tee 
Robbery and assault and battery with intent to kill,. 

Swindling,.... 

| 
o
w
e
 

m
u
s
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s
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Total, ... epeeee | 

Number of Convictions. 

For ist offence, 
ae 2d 

3d 
4th 
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Number received from each County} 

Atlantic,.... cece ceeeee so eeecee veces 

Bergen,.......0005 

Burlington,..... 

Camden,........ 

Cumberland,...... 
Essex,..... cee cece ceeece 

Gloucester,.... cee cece 

Hudson,.... 24+... 
Hunterdon, 

Mercer,...... sec eeeee . 

Middlesex,..... 

Monmouth,..... 

Salem,....... 

Somerset,.........- .. 

Sussex, .... 
Warren,.... 

Borough of Elizabeth,.... 

Total,.... 

Age when received in Prison. 

From 10 to 20 years,....... 
«20 to 30 

*% 30 to 40 

“ 40 to 50 

“ 50 to 60 
“& 60 to 70 

Total,...... 

Place of Nativity. 

From Delaware)... esse ccncecencceecseuneecceeneees 
c Maine,....... 

Maryland,.......... 
Massachusetts, 

Ce meen meee nem ee ser eeemeeenenseoses 
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From New Jerseyy..seceescccecesren
ceceencnee sere sees 

New York, ..ccceeccsense
receee cess nese crer esses 

Pennsylvania,. ....-eseeeesce eres eer e ree ceee eres 

Tennesseey ces sccuceecceneccseenecersesec
s scenes 

England,.....sse
seee cee eeenetereseseeersree ee: 

Germany, ...+.++- seeeee 

Hungary, ...esececcee sees ceceesees seeeee 

Treland,..... 

Ttaly,. cee seen sececcer seen econ eese seem eters 

Poland,....eceeecee se 

Scotland,..... sss ceeeceeserrecresees 
weer e ener neeeseeene 
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White males,.......- 

« females, ....- 
Colored males, .. 

« females, . 

The usual degree of health that has prevailed for a Jong time in the 

prison, has been experienced throughout the past year. There have 

been but two deaths: one from apoplexy, the other from consump- 

tion of the lungs, under which the convict was laboring at the time 

of his admission. For other particulars of health, we refer you to 

the physician’s report. 

The discipline of the prison continues good. By careful, systema- 

tic management, proportioning work and rest, agreeably to the phy- 

sical and mental wants of the convicts, there occur but few cases re- 

quiring punishment. 

There is one thing we would wish particularly to notice, that is, 

the better feeling that exists amongst the prisoners towards the insti- 

tution, and the officers concerned ; and we think that if there is re- 

liable evidence of the prisoner becoming a better citizen, it is when 

such changes are manifested. As far as this better feeling is observed 

here, it is to be attributed to the separate system, modified and ame- 

liorated as in our prison. 
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Keeper's Report. 

The number of prisoners in confinement, Dec. 31st, 1846, was 167 

There have been received since that period, ...+...0+-...002 90 

Making a total of 257 confined during the year,.....ee0.0e. 257 

The discharges have been as follows : 

By expiration of sentence,...¢.see sees 

Pardoned, ....... 
Died, ccs cece cece sees veer eserves 
Escaped, 6... 62 cess eee eee 

104 

Leaving in confinement, Dec. 31, 1547,......+ 153 

Being a decrease of fourteen during the year. 

It is presumed that a number of the pardons were granted to save 
those to whom they were extended, from a forfeiture of their civil 

rights. Three of them taking effect immediately before expiration of 

sentence, and four others within six months of the same. 

Health has prevailed here, as has been usual, for years past, but 

two deaths having occurred, one of apoplexy, after one month’s con- 

finement ; the other, probably in a fit, having been found dead in his 

bed on opening his cell in the morning, without any serious previous 

illness. One prisoner escaped while employed on the new building. 

This was the first and only escape during my entire administration. 

Our discipline is in a wholesome condition. Habits of industry 

are becoming more and more established, to which we hold out every 

encouragement, having full confidence in its efficiency as one means 

of prison reformation. More work has been done the past than any 

former year, and with less urging. The over-work paid to convicts 
on their discharge during the year, amounts to the sum of $598 43 

The business operations of the prison have been successful, the 
actual earnings exceeding any former year. 

The prison, in addition to sustaining itself, paying for the entire 

support of the prisoners, has been enable to furnish in cash the sum 

of four thousand five hundred dollars to (he commissioners for erect- 

ing the new wing, and to pay the further sum of one thousand six 

hundred and thirty-nine dollars and thirty-four cents into the State 
treasury, from its surplus earnings; leaving a cash balance on hand, 
at the end of the year, of one thousand and thirty-three dollars and 
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during the first three or four years of the occupation of this prison. 

The reasons for this improved health have so frequently been given 
in former reports, that it is necessary only at this time to repeat, that 
systematic exercise, good food, attention to warmth and cleanliness, 

and such intercourse with the keepers and others, as is absolutely 

necessary to their mental health, are the great features of the present 

treament, and the cause of so little sickness and insanity. 

For the particulars of diseases, and individual cases, I refer you to 

the monthly reports on this subject. Of the two deaths that have 

occurred, one was caused by a chronic complaint, under which the 

patient suffered on his admission, and which, from its nature, was in- 
curable ; the other died trom apoplexy of the brain. 

All the arrangements for attending to’ the physical wants of the 

prisoners are so complete, since the erection of the new building, that 
Lhave nothing to suggest for their further advantage. Well fed, 

well clothed and warmed, sufficiently exercised, their mental wants 

as carefully attended to as is consistent with prison confinement and 

good discipline, we cannot, at this time, imagine any further addition 

to the prison, unless it be such moral and religious instruction as can 

be given by one who is practically and philosophically acquainted 

with the wants of the individual prisoners ; a character as rare, and 

as difficult to procure, perhaps, as any other that can be named. 

JAMES B. COLEMAN, 

Physician to N. J. Penitentiary. 

Joint Commitiee’s Report, 1849. 

For a detailed account of the affairs of the prison, the committee 
refer the legislature to the report of the inspectors, herewith present- 

ed, and at the same time earnestly direct its attention to the recom- 

mendations contained therein, relative to the erection of a new heating 

apparatus within the edifice. 
  

In consequence of the want of a proper degree of heat in the cells 
and corridors, the operations of the prison are impeded, and the prin- 
tiple of separate confinement, upon which it is established, is often, 

of necessity, violated. ‘The committee were painfully impressed with 
   

   
   

  

   



fe 

388 | AssemBiy No. 243.] 
. Term of sentence. 

the conviction that many of the prisoners suffered from the intensely For 14 years,..... 

cold weather which prevailed during their investigations. do 

T. H. RICHARDS, do 

LEWIS M. WALKER, do wee ese eens 
Committee of Senate. do soem eee e ence scene ee aces 

JNO. S. IRICK, do see ence sees 

JAMES H. TRENCHARD, do 6 months, ..... a ee 
ALFRED WALLING, do 3 do. eee eee cee cee renee 

SAMUEL MAYBERRY, do Fone eee cent eee ec eee eee tees eeneuee 
JOSIAH BUZBY, do 6 months, ..... : 

Committee of Assembly. do 

A Statement showing the operations of the New-Jersey State Prison, do 11 months,.......... 

from the 31st December, 1847, to 31st December, 1848. do 10 do sates 
Dr do 9 do 

; do 6 d 
Chair making account, gain,. s.++esereeereeces do ° 

Cordwainers “ coe do G6 months, ccc seeeseeeceeeces se. 

Sund,ier do seee cece eceeee 1,130 87 “ 4 do , “* 
22 25 0 oe . : cee ccc eet teees 

Interest do saeee se ceeeee a LO months, .... ccc cece cee e cease 
$15,119 03 9 months,.... cee cece sees * 

——o= 6 months, ......00.e06 

FOR meme esa soar n seers sere easerere 

Fee eee meres neem cere rsrebeeerseeeneene 

ee ee ee ee ee ed 

ee ee es 

Pee meee eer e neces rseson   
$8 , 384 89 ee er rr rary 

2,439 25 
3,141 77 
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Furniture account, loss, ...-.ese-ers 

Provision do 

$2,121 97 Totaly. ccc cece ccccccccssccccreccesuceeseeees 

5,292 89 
1,572 68 

Fuel ste 
. oe e . 52 53 Hospital seeeeeene 935 76 Assault and battery, .... cc cccecseccccerece sees scecceee 

Incidental 937 32 do do with intent to kill, ......cc cess cces cece 

Discharged convicts’ loss,...++++++e++++ vanes do do do COMMIt rape,. see eseesoes 
Balance, being gain on the operations of the prison, Atrocious assault and battery,.........cccceecesecceesece 

from 31st Dec., 1847, to 31st Dec., 1848,....-++++ Breaking prison,..ce cscs cecccesecceecsusscusscunsecuse 
Burglary, ..... cee cece cece cee e een seen cece neon naeeas 

do and larceny, ..ceseee seen cceecreecseeccsoues 
do and breaking prison, ...0.seeceeeuccccsercves 
do with intent to commit a rape, ..sseeeeseee scene 

Crimes Committed. 

Inspector's Report. 

Persons confined in N. J. State Prison : 

18 do re 

15 do rere rere ee eee 

Burning. ..+.ceecececeseccceccan cree sseesses cece sees 

Forgery, oc cc sccscceescevsencresacseecesceeeesneanes 
Grand larceny,........sscecscncscncccsccscnctsenseens 

ae ecco rcees  
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Grand larceny and burglary, ...-.sseseeesseeseesereccces 

Keeping disorderly bouse,.....ssseseescee ress erescerecs 

Larceny,...-.see senses cece nee e reece eee cece neen ee 

Larceny and breaking prison, ..+++- 

Malicious mischief, .......008- 

Manslaughter, ...-.--+.e+8 

Misdemeanor,......eeceeeee 

do and Jarceny,... 

Murder in second degree, s+. sere eeees 

Obtaining money upon false pretences, «secre sree eeerres .- 

Passing counterfeit money,..--+ 

Perjury, . 
Rape, .. o 

Receiving stolen goods, 
Robbery, .... cece cece scenes 

do and assault and battery, with intent to kill,......-- 

Uttering altered bank note, ...ee0 ee eeee sees eeeerrees 

Total, ceeeeeees Tereerrer re eee 

Number of Convictions. 

For Ist offence, ..c cee reece reese eeees wae 

2d do 

ad do 

4th do 

5th do 

Total, cee ccvccccecceescnecanesncteene scenes 

Number received from each County. 

Atlantic, cc. cece cece eee ee 

Bergen, ...+-+ 

Burlington, 
Camden,......00. sce teat eeeee 

Cape May,...+.-00. 

Cumberlant, .... 206, 
Essex, .ceecceeceeecs 

Gloucester, ......s0ceenee 

Hudson, .caasccccseacseasesnccenaane 
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Hunterdon,... ccc ccce can ccesccecaces 

Mercer, .ce cece cence ccee cece sens eues 

Middlesex,.... 
Monmoutb,....... 

MOrvis, ccc cece ccee nse cece veerecees 

Passaic, .... 2 see uses 

Salem,.. ccc cece cen e cece cece ceeenee 

eee meee cere asec nes 

eee weee 

Somerset,.... 20.65 

Sussex,.... 

Warren, ..ccsseesccnseees 

Borough of Elizabeth,.........ccee cece 

Total, ccc ccc eeee cece ene e neues 

Ige when received in Prison. 

From 10 to 20 years,......04. 
20 30 
30 «40 

40 50 

50 60 
60 70 

Total, ..eccecccannees 

Eiuce uf JVutivity. 

From Canada, ....... cess eeceucvece 
Connecticut, ... sce cess seeenn 

England, ...... 
Germany, .......eeeee 

Treland,.... 
Italy, 

ee ey 

Maine, .......... eee eee 

Maryland,...... taeeeas 

New-Jersey,...... 

New-York,..... 

Pennsylvania,......+ 

Poland,.... 2.00.00 

Scotland, .......0.000. 

Tennessee, 
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Their Color. 

White males, .......5 sees seees 

White females, ...¢.-eeeeee+ 
Colored males,...... 
Colored females, 

Total, csc ccce cect cece cece eects 

Previous occupation of prisoners received during the past year. 

Barber, .......5. poet nee e eee eee eneee 

Blacksmith, .... ..e ss eee eevee eeenee 

Carpenter, . 

Chair maker,.......-.- 

Dress maker,.....++-4+ eras 

Engineer,....... 

Glass blower, 

Hatter, .... cece ee 
Tron worker,.... 

Machinist, ......- 

Mason,......- 

Millwright,... 

Milliner, ...... 

Painter, ,..0 eee eee 

Printer, 
School teacher, 

Shoemaker, 

Talos, seee see 
Waiter, ....... 
WEAVEr, eee cere eeeeeeeereneees 

No trade,. se. cece cece eee eee aes 

1 
5 
2 

3 
1 
1 

1 
1 
4 
1 

4 

2 

1 

2 
1 
2 
3 

2 

1 
4 

The Board would respectfully call the attention of the Legislature 

to the condition of the heating apparatus of the prison, which, from 
long use, has become insufficient for comfortably warming the cells, 
frequently getting out of order, and at all times requiring considerable 

and expensive repairs, thereby producing great inconvenience to the 

business cperations, often not giving heat sufficient for the comfort of 

the prisoners, and sometimes causing actual distress. 
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The prison library has been consigned to the care of the mora! in- 

structor, the books of which he has regularly distributed among the 
prisoners. 

The Legislature last year appropriated some money for the pur- 

chase of additiorial books, which has been done, thereby increasing 
its usefulness. And we would recommend that a further small ap- 

propriation be made for a like purpose, believing it would be money 

well spent. 
By order of the Board. 

EMLEY OLDEN, Sec’y. 

Keeper's Report. 

On the 31st of December, 1847, the number of prisoners in confine- 

ment was.... 

There have been received during the year 1848,.......+.+.- 108 

Making a total confined during the year of...........0.4.- 261 

The discharges during the same period have been as follows: 

Byfexpiration of sentence,..... csc cece secesecseeeee TI 

6 pardon, ..ee cece cece cs ece cece cece cues eessseee 12 
© deaths... ec. cee eeeee cee aeenee 1 

suicide, ....scee cece sen eceeene cosscace 1 

Total, 0.6 cece tc cce cece snc cenens 85 

Leaving in confinement, December 31, 1848,......c.eee00. 176 

Being an increase during the year of...-...0. cece econ wees 23 

The monthly average number in confinement, during the year 

past, has been .... cee csae cece cece cect eects ncecenee 154 

Nofescapes have occurred. It may be proper to state that the 

prisoner who committed suicide had been but a few months in prison 

under a short sentence, and the act of self-destruction is believed to 

have been induced by circumstances that transpired previous to his 

admission. But one other death and few cases of serious illness have 
occurred. None now exist in the prison. We have enjoyed the 

same extraordinary good health exhibited for several years past, with 

an entire exemption from diseases which at times have prevailed ex- 

tensively in the neighborhood of the prison. Increased attention is 

paid to cleanliness, to which, with a plentiful and wholesome diet, 

and a proper enforcement of industrious habits, the uniform health of  
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our prisoners may in some degree be attributed. No case of insanity 

has occurred ; the only one now in this prison is that of a man con- 

fined here for nearly ten years, whose condition is much improved 

since his reception. We have other prisoners who were occasionally 

subject to insanity before adinission, now in a healthful condition of 

mind, and among our most productive laborers. Solitary vice is the 

fruitful source of mental as well as physical disease in all prisons. 

Experience teaches those in charge of prisoners how to detect it in 

its earliest stages. 
ment practiced in this prison has kept this disease more under control 

The prompt means used and the mode of treat- 

lately than in the earliest years after the adoption of the separate 

system, and as a consequen::e, insanity has nearly disappeared as a 

disease originating in the prison. 

prisoners will compare fav: orably with those of any penal institution 

in the country. 

In mental and physical health, our 

The discipline of the institution is in a wholesome condition. No 

serious offences and no cases of gross insubordination have occurred. 
Out of two hundred and 

sixty-one prisoners that have been under our charge during the year, 
only eighteen have required punishment. No corporal punishment 

is permitted. 

The rules to regulate the deportment of prisioners are characterised 

Punishments are more rare than ever. 

by a mildness and indulgence rarely equalled, and only practicable 
“under the separate system. A compliance with these rules is firmly 

insisted on. ‘To the great mass of prisoners all punishments are un- 

known, So readily do they yield under our system of discipline, 

that a large majority of them are discharged without receiving an un- 

kind reproof while serving out their terms. In general, cheerfulness 

and contentment prevail to a degree extraordinary for persons so 

situated. Every encouragement is held out to industry by the al- 

lowance of overwork, as provided by law; and in general, the labor 

assigned them is performed with cheerfulness and alacrity. The 

amount of overwork paid discharged prisoners during the year, is 

four hundred and thirty-eight dollars and thirty-two cents. 
The past year has been one of unusual depression in manufactur- 

ing business. To sustain the business of the prison, constant watch- 

fulness, and a very unusual amount of labor has devolved on the 

keeper. It is satisfactory to be able to report the affairs of the pri- 

son in a highly prosperous condition. Its business operations for the 
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year have been successful. The net earnings in the various depart- 

ments have amounted to fifteen thousand one hundred and nineteen 

dollars and three cents. The expenses, including all chargeable by 

law to the prison, have amounted to ten thousand four hundred and 

thirteen dollars,and fifteen cents, leaving a net gain in the operations 

of the year, of four thousand seven hundred and five dollars and 

eighty-eight cents. In the expenses are included the sum of two 

thousand one hundred and twenty-one dollars and ninety-seven cents, 
expended in the furniture account, being upwards of double the 
usual expenditure in this department. This has gone to improve the 

stock of clothing, bedding, furniture and machinery in use, which are 
much better than ever before. Making proper allowance in this re- 

spect, which does not appear in the estimate, it would seem that the 

past year has been one of the most successful in the history of the 

prison in its business affairs. 

We have on hand a year’s supply of fuel and a full stock of man- 

ufacturing materials, all paid for. The sum of two thousand one 
hundred and sixty dollars and thirty-nine cents has been paid into the 

State Treasury, and at the close of the year we had cash on hand, 
two thousand three hundred and ten dollars and sixty-nine cents, be- 

sides the sum of two thousand eight hundred and six dollars and 
seventy-one cents, in bills raceivable at short date, some of which 

are since matured and paid, all good, and a balance of one thousand 

two hundred and twenty dollars and sixty-five Cenis, aue the prisom 
on book account. 

J. B, GADDIS, Keeper. 

Moral Instructor's Report. 

Two to four volumes have been regularly distributed to each pri- 

soner who can read, every fortnight, without any failure in the distribu- 

tion during any fortnight of my offici:! :..bors in the prison. They are 
received with evident satisfaction by nearly every prisoner. The, 

books of the library which have for the most part been judiciously’ _ 

selected, number more than seven hundred volumes, embracing works! « os 
ny of biography, history, science, morals and religion, 

I have instructed twenty-five prisoners in ruicig, ther, 

given to each has necessarily been very limited. 

With the approbation of the keeperand inspectors, I have furnished 

writing books, with pens and ink, to thirty-cight of the prisoners. 

1. the time: 

‘ 

ay  
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Some, in the short period they have practiced, can now write well, 

though they had never before been taught at all the use of the pen. 

My constant aim is to soften and improve, if possible, the minds 
and hearts of men who are disgraced and degraded—but of whom 
few are so debased as to be utterly unmoved by the sympathies of 

e whose professed object is to do them good. 
There are some persons faithless in regard to the value of any 

time bestowed upon prisoners. The opinion is formed that men who 

can commit crimes so gross as to require, under the laws of the land, 

an expiation in the penitentiary, are beyond the reach of all substan- 

tial improvement, it not beyond all claim upon the kind sympathies 

of a moral and christian people. This impression is often confirmed 

in the view of some individual case of depravity, and where the.ex- 

ertions of benevolence are seen to have been unavailing. 1 have 
long thought the world’s judgment against prisioners to be unwar- 
rantably severe, and this impression bas been strengthened by the 

careful experience of the last nine months. The very term peniten- 

tiary, supposes it a place of penitential sorrow, just as truly as it is 

a place of punishment. Any idea therefore of prison discipline, 

which leaves out of view the reformation of the offender, is lacking 

one of the very elementary principles upon which the prison system 
has been founded. To protect society against the depredations of 
the vicious, is perbaps the leading consideration that pervades our 
whole code of criminal law. But then, while law protects society 
in the punishment of the guilty, it knows nothing of revenge—it 

rather looks to the ultimate benefit of such as, by crime, expose them- 

selves to suffer its penalties. While it arrests the more vicious in 
their vices, it supposes they may be improved and become less dan- 
gerous men, when again set abroad upon the world. 

Many are, doubtless, under sentence for their first violation of the 

laws of the land, and that committed perhaps under strong provoca- 

tion, and through a single rising of some violent passion. No posi- 
tion of the unfortunate can be more deserving of commiseration, 

and no class of erring men, it may be naturally presumed, is more 
open to the influences of kind sympathy and persuasion. It is, there- 

fore, as reasonable as it is scriptural, to regard such men capable of 

improvement in character, and hopeful subjects. for moral and religi- 

ous impression. 
J have already so exceeded my intended limits that I cannot speak 

with my designed fullness upon what, I am more and more persuaded 
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is the vast superiority of our mode of imprisonment. The chances of 
amendment under the separate system, duly sustained, must be incal- 

culably greater, than where companics of men are congregated in their 

workshops. ‘The plan is severe ; but, to use a paradoxical phrase, it 
is a mild severity. The less abandoned are shut out from association 

with the hardened, who may have spent years in familiarity with 

crime. Each man has his books and his thoughts and his conscience 

for companions. His keepers, his physician when in sickness, his 

moral instructor, the superintendent of his daily labor, he soon learns 

are all Ais friends. A great deal is in their power, through the plea- 

sant look, the friendly salutation, and the kind interest manifested 
in those little alleviations which in no degree interfere with the strict- 

est and most wholesome discipline. The prisoner’s self-respect will 

thus be encouraged and cultivated, as he sees that he is not by all the 
world regarded in the light of a hopeless outcast. He may be in- 

spired with the noble ambition of regaining his character, and leading 
in future a reputable life. Such like benefits can be extended with 
four-fold advantage in the separate plan of imprisonment, while its 
solitude is relieved by the kind offices of a sympathising friendship. 

The mind may thus be furnished with abundant engagement to im- 

prove its healthful vigor rather than suffer that vigor to decrease. 

The heart, by its own self-communings, with the aids just referred to, 
has the best possible chance for becoming imbued with pure and gen- 

erous emotions. Make the fullest allowances for depravity and hy- 

pocrisy—suppose even that in nine cases, distrust shall be blended 

with our intercourse—the firmer hope that attaches to the ¢enth affords 
an encouraging reward to perseverance in well doing. 

S. STARR, 
Moral Instructor. 

Physician’s Report. 

In this prison, but one death has occurred, and thata suicide, since 
December, 1847. It is not necessary to mention again, in detail, 

what you already know, that the management of the prisoners is such 

as to insure as great an amount of health and comfort as can be found 
amongst an equal body of men, under any circumstances. From dis- 

eases contracted in the prison, where there are under discipline two 
hundred and sixty persons, the deaths do not average one a year. 

JAMES B. COLEMAN, 

Physician to N. J. Penitentiary.  
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The nineteenth annual report of the Board of Inspectors of the State 
Penitentiary for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 1848. 

At this day, it is surprising that so much argument should have 

been required, to convince others that separate confinement is not sol- 

itary imprisonment ; that bodily and mental health might be preserv- 
ed by invigorating labor and proper access to the open air ; that the 

probability of reformation was greater, where the prisoner was fur- 

nished with a separate apartment, than where daily brought, by force 

into contact with the most hardened criminals ; and that the gradual 

adoption of the Pennsylvania system, by the most enlightened coun- 

tries of the world, was not the result of accident or caprice, but of 

sound views opereting upon the common sense of mankind. 
To the facts which the Report will be found to contain, the Board 

of Inspectors, unconscious of anything tobias their judgments, can but 

add the expression of their unanimous belief in its superiority over all 

other systems of Penitentiary punishment. The Board desire to ex- 
press in as brief term possible, the results of another year’s expe- 

rience, on certain subjects of interest to the system of separate con- 
finement. 

The first is the length of the sentences. It is conceded that im- 

prisonment in a prison on the separate plan, is a far more severe pun- 

ishment than in a prison where the prisoners are congregated. The 

excitement of masses of individuals, exists as well in prisons as else- 

where, it is incident to our nature. Any deprivation of liberty, as a 
punishment for crime, must therefore be less severe, where it allows 

the indulgence of this feeling, than one where its indulgence is denied. 

The prisoner in a congregate prison, loses, to a greater or less degree, 

his individuality ; and with it he forgets, or has few inducements to 

remember the causes which brought him there, or the effects to be 
produced by his incarceration. 

Too long a sentence is as objectionable as one too short. Under 

the first, the prisoner becomes impressed with the idea that society 

has dealt hardly with him for his first offence. If the sentence is too 
short, he does not receive the benefit which the system is capable of 

imparting. A severe sentence also excites public sympathy, and the 

hope of pardon prevents those salutary impressions which would be 
made by an imprisonment undisturbed by this expectation. 

  

No. 213. 399 

So long as severe sentencrs are imposed, applications for pardons 
will not only continue but increase. Many of the pardons granted, 
and most of the applications made to the Executive for his clemency, 
are based on the disproportion between the sentence and the offence. 
When, therefore, pardons are granted on such grounds, public opinion 
not unfrequently condemns the Executive, while no noticé is taken of 
the judicial action. 

The policy of discriminating between felonies and statutory misde- 
meanors, and their punishment, is worthy the consideration of the 
Legislature. Tt has been said by an able writer on the “Prevention 
of Crime,” referring to the inexpediency of special penal legislation, 
making acts penal which may arise from a dim perception of wrong: 
“Some such arbitrary definitions of crime there must be in the laws 
of every country ; but in every wise code, they will be limited to the 
strictest necessity ; and offences of this kind will be widely separated 
from those of a more heinous nature, by the mode of treatment and 
the character of the penalties attached to them.” The spirit of this 
distinction can be wisely observed in the length of the sentence. 

Insane persons are not unfrequently convicted, out of a due regard 
for public safety, and sent to goals or penitentiaries. These prison- 
ers must be subjected to the same discipline as other prisoners, be- 
cause no accommodations exist for their proper treatment. It never 
was intended to make the Penitentiary a hospital for mental disease. 
The Board of Inspectors would, therefore, urge upon the Leglislature 
the great need of a State Asylum for the Insane. 
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During the year, 14 more prisoners have been discharged than re- 

ceived, although 7 more were received during the past year than in 
the year 1846. It will be observed that only 124 prisoners were 

sent to the penitentiary. from all the counties composing the Eastern 

District, the population of which is about one million.* 

During the past year, there were only 5 second convictions ; 2 

third convictions ; and 1 fourth conviction—out of an aggregate of 
124 prisoners. 
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Number Second Third Fou 
Year. Received. Convictions. Convictions. Convictions. 

1843...... 156 

1844....., 138 0 

143 6 

0 
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Per centage of 
the whole. 

2 ee 7.69 

7.24 

6.29 

3.42 

6.45 
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Within the last nine years, 136 prisoners have been discharged, 

who gave every reason to believe that they intended to lead correct 

lives ; and that the influences of their imprisonment had been salu- 

tary. Of these, information has been received from 84, showing that 

they have been able to resist temptation, and live honestly and use- 

fully, to themselves and society, 
received. 
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    Frora 54 no information has been 
These 54 have been out of prison, as far as can be ascer- 

tained, from 3 to 8 years, and the inference that they are doing well 

is reasonable. 
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MATTHEW L. BEVAN, 

JOHN RACON, 
RICHARD VAUX, 
WILLIAM A. PORTER, 

Inspectors. 
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   Wardens Report. 

The conduct of the inmates has been such as to furnish great en- 

Couragement to persevere in the course of mildness and kindness, 

* Many of the county prisons supply the place of State prisons—receiving and 

keeping convicts 2 and 3 years, thus thinning the numbers of the Eastern Peni- 
tentiary. 

[Assembly, No. 243. | 26              
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Subsistence. 

To amount expended for subsistence, from Ist mo. Ast, to 

12th mo. Bst, 1847)... scee ees cece eves $19,797 34 
$14,991 72 

4,805 62 

$19,797 34 
—— 

By profit and loss,....-.+ 

Balance, ss... cece seee eens cane eeeees 

Profit and Loss. 

$8,167 77 

5,373 07 

267 25 

339 49 

678 O01 

192 39 

69 06 

By weaving,-.cseeseee 

By cordwaining, 
By carpentering,...+.eseeeeee 
By blacksmithing,.....+++.+e++s 

By picking wool and oakum,.....-.-+++++ 

By tailoring, ... esses eee eee eres eeereees 

By tinsmithing,. sc. sseeeeer scene renee 

$15 ,087 04 

To interests. cee ccee cece reeset eeceeetes $95 32 

By balance for total gain,..++-seeerereeees 14,991 72 

$15,087 04 

Since my last report, one hundred and thirty-eight prisoners have 

been discharged, being fourteen more than received. Of these, one 

hundred and one served their time out; two were discharged by writ 

of error; one committed suicide ; eight died ; one was pardoned by 

the President of the United States, and twenty-five by the Governor 

of this State. 

Of the 124 prisoners that have been received during the year, 

there were 
Natives of 

Pennsylvania, ....-- 

New Jersey,..s.eeeeeeee 

Delaware, 

New York, ...... 
Massachusetts, ... 

Connecticut, 

Maine, .......6-. eee 

Maryland, ..+..-e+-+eee es sees cee eee 
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Virginia, .... 

District of Columbia,.... 
Treland, 

England, ..........000 

Scotland,........, tase 

Germany, 
France, .... 

Canada,.... 

South America,... 
Prussia,.. pet
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Convicted of the following crimes. 

Larceny,..esseeees sees 

Burglary, 

Horse stealing,.... 
Forgeryy. ce ccee sees cuvees 

Manslaughter,..... tee ees eee ee wees 

Passing counterfeit money, ..+.ssesssee esse see 

Assault and battery, intent to kill,.... . 

Assault and battery, intent to commit rape and kill,.... 

Burglary and larceny, - 
Murder, ....csecceeecees 

Robbery, oc... cee cee eee eeeee eee 

Bigamy, seeee 

Incestuous adultery,......... 
Conspiracy to defraud, 
Intent to steal... 
Riot,.....ee5 

Assault and battery,..... cee cscs eecececueeees 

Gambling, .... 

cy 

ee 

Assault and battery, intent to commit rape,.....scereeeeoes 

Receiving stolen goods,.....eeeceeereee cues sew e es aee nese 
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And received from the Counties as follows, viz. 

Philadelphia, ...0.sseeeeereeeeeeees 

Lancaster, 

Montgomery,...-.- 

Schuykill, 

Franklin,.... 

Berks, ...0.+000 

Cumberland, .. 

euaere eee ee seee nee 

ae eeeeens 

Northampton, .....+- 

Delaware, ...+.4. 
Chester, ....e+e0+- 
Lebanon, .. ee cece cece renee 

Lehigh, ...- 6. 

Susquehanna, ...--+++-eee ee ve eneaas eae 

1 

5 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

i 

3 
Luzerne, a 

Centre, i... cee cece eee as wees 

Bradford, ee 

Wayne,.. cs cccesccerecec ces 

Adams,.....-+ steee 

Union,...-sseseeees 

|
e
 

- LN
] > | 

Education. 

Read and write,..«..seeeeee 

Read only,......++. ee re ee 

Could not read or write, 

“4 
fer. aes 
Pee 
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Relations. 

Unmarried,.....cce cece access nceeccen cscs 
Marvied,. 6... ccc ccc ece see cu ee cece cncenaee 
Widows and widowers,.......+.006 

Separated, .......+.. fee cee came re seat eres 

Bound and served till 21 years of age,...4 0 ce useeeeee 
Bound end left their masters before 21 years of age, 

Never bound,........ ee ee 

Ages. 

Under 20 years of age,....... 

From 20 to 30,......00.ceeee 
30 10 40,.....cencececesseeees 

Habits. 

Drank to intoxication, Loewe erences 
Moderate drinkers,.... cee cscncoccccececceenes 

Sober,....--+ meme reer toe ene res renee   
Colter. 

White males,...... se ceeaeseeees 
“ 

aoe 

females,.... wee ere ware 

Colored males,..... 00+ eeeersees 
ce females,..cecccesrsercconcesencescererere  
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Convictions 

First, ccc cece ec ees eee ener sere eeceseetes 87 

Second,..evcecsceeececeeeeeceneecaracees 19 

Third, 0. cece eee cece cee eee eee nee cees 10 

Fourth, cc. cee cece eee teen ener eee eens 

Fifth, cece cee cece ee cee cee e ee eee tees 2 

124 

Of the above, reconvictions, those to this penitentiary for the last 

year have been as follows :— 

Second convictions under the separate systemM,......+.e+-08 5 

“ “ to this penitentiary of those who had been 

in other prisons previous to their first re- 

ception here;.seeseeeeeeeeee rece cece 

Third convictions under the separate system). see cece reece 

“ “ to this penitentiary of those who had been in 

other prisons previous to their first recep- 

tion here,..cecceaee ese ee cscs cece sees 

Fourth convictions under the separate system,......eee.eeee 

“ “ to this penitentiary of those who had been 
in other prisons previous to their first re- 
ception here,.ssecseeeea cece cece ance 

Sentences as follows. 

G months, ..ce eee s eee s es ee en esee rene nereenes 

1 and 1 month... .ccccccee cece eee ceenee 

Q months,..cee cesar seem seescesseaes 

YEATES cece cece eter eee e et enee seen essences 
Sand 3 months,.....cces cece seen sece ates 

Dane ccc ec cece eee eneteaee 

VO ice cece cee eee eee cee 
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and 6 months,..... cee ceee ees eee ees 

seme mee mene eens 

and 6 months,.... 
Cee emer e er ewes a sen 

Cee m meee re mer eaeaaee 

CORO meee cee e meee reas arse ne eensesscene 

COO ome mene ree er eter n cece ene nese nese 

and 6 months,..... 2... cee eee cee aces 

De eee mee eee eee eee wee nw ee eee 

124 

Their occupations before committal were as follows. 

Tailor, cee cece cece cece nee e centre ee eee eaens 

Blacksmith, .... cee cc cec cece eee e cee eenceseees 
Wheelwright, ......cccscceenebececceencee ees 
Chairmaker, .... 0.06. c cee cece cece es ee cen eees 
Printers. ccc cece cece eee c eee cece eee eeeeaaee 
WEAVEr,. cece cee eee cee cree e tenet eeeeeeee 
Druggist, occ. cece cece cones 

Butcher, cc. cee cece cece cece eee e eee e nee cees 

Laborer, .cee cee c ccc cence cee cece ence nese eens 

Shoemaker)... cc ceec ccc e cree seen cece cee eens 

w
 

e
e
e
 

P
D
E
 
P
H
D
 
R
V
R
 
R
R
R
 
D
E
R
 

O
N
Y
 
R
E
E
 
B
e
e
 

O
E
 

Farmer, oo. cece cece ccee cece eeee ance ante ceee 
Watchmaker, 1... . 0.0 cece cece cece ewes eee sees 
Merchant, ...0.scceeceesssece eres eee cnen cece 

Sauory. ceca ccerececaceeceeeeeeeceseveanees 

MinGr, ceca ec ee cece cece cern c een eee neen eee 
Carpentery. cece ce cece eee cece nee een eee 

Stomemason, .eee cere cece ccce ence seca nsec neee 

Cook, cee ccc cece ec eenee nae ee escent eeateees 
Brickmaker,. cesses ccee secs seeecceereseaces 
Tobacconist, ....cscececere eee ceae set ccce eee 
Storekeeper, ..cc seer cece sce cceseveceaesecace 
Hatter... cece ccc eee sce ease tee eens seen eens 
Sweep, ccc cece cceecnes cece eeeeecee erences 
Servant, ..c. cece cece ces e cee ence eens sseneeee 

Hostler,. 2... cece cee cece cece eee twee ee ee rene 
Millwright... 0... cece cece cee cee esa reaeeee 

Plasterer... cccscese sees cccecsueee cteeeseasene 

Cabinet maker,..... cc ccee cece cece nsec cent cace 
Brass founder,.... ccc cccvenseeecsnscueeecese  
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Oysterman, .... cece cece ener en eecseceeceeeraee 

Gunsmith,.... ccc. eee cece cece eee e eee ree eeeee 

Cooper,..ccecectcrceeece cane seen nentenec anes 

Boatmen, .... cc ecees cece eeeen nese cerecces 

Barber, ..cc.cceeccee rescence ences aenneee snes 

Seamstress, .....2eee cece cee ence econ enereces 

Physician, 0.60. eeee cee cece cece cent erences 

Turner, 6... .-0e-s 
Basket maker, ...- eee ease eer ceeeee 

bem rere e eee saer ences ene sect 

ee 

Mast maker,....0 see eeee eee cnet eee ewenceee 
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None, ccc cece cece nent ee eeee rece csetacer cee 

124 

The frequent committal to prison of persons of unsound mind, con- 

tinues to be a serious evil. And I advert so the fact, with the desire 

to call attention to ihe importance of having a State Asylum provided 

for this unfortunate class of our fellow-beings. The necessity of the 

work calls loudly upon its friends for action. Our jails and peniten- 

tiaries should not be made the receptacles of ihe insane. 

During the past year, several of this class have been sentenced to 

undergo imprisonment here; individuals, whom their friends and 

neighbors acknowledge to be insane ; who, from this cause, being an 

annoyunce to their neighborhoods, Live been arrested for some breach 

of the law, tried, convicted, cnd seni to the Penitentiary in order (as 

in some instances the officer who hes brought them ‘as been candid 

- ienough to avow) to get rid of them. 

7 

By a reference to the table, it will be seen that but seven individ- 

‘gals have been committed the past year to serve a longer sentence 

: than five years. The propriety of inflicting very long sentences, ex- 

cept for the higher grades, or for aggravated crimes, may very justly 

be questioned. The offender, after suffering a reasonable length of 

' imprisonment for his crime, should have the opportunity afforded him 

; to go his way and cin no more, that that time should not be prolonged 

| to an immoderate length, until the prisoner’s hopes are crushed, and 
4 

his spirit excited to revenge. 
The number of prisoners received since the admission of the first 

prisoner, 10th mo. 25, 1829, 2,300. 

THOMAS SCATTERGOOD, Warden. 
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Physician’s Report. 

A reference to the tables will show the mortality to have been less 

than in any previous year since 1842 ; but whether this reduction in 
the number of deaths is owing to fortuitous circumstances, or is the 

result of sanatory measures introduced by my immediate predecessor, 

I shall not, on so limited an experience, attempt to decide. I am 

confident, however, that without, in the slightest degree encroaching 

on either the letter or the spirit of the discipline we employ, it is with- 

in the power of hygiene permanently to reduce our mortality to a stan- 
dard even lower. To accomplish this desirable result, it is true would 

require architectural changes that would involve considerable expense 
and call for modifications in the discipline that were not deemed es- 

sential in the infancy ef the system ; but when such momentous in- 

terests are at stake, no expenditure, however great, can be wisely or 

humanely objected to, and neither theory nor prejudice should for a 
moment be permitted to hold ihe place of enlightened experience. 

To what the table furnishes, Iam able to add but little of any in- 
terest respecting the rrisoners who died. Four of them were more 
or less intemperate, two of them so much so as to merit the name of 

debauchec ; 2nd three were old convicts. Though registered in good 
health, Iam inclined to believe that the abdominal disease of No. 

2115 existed before admission. I aim the more strengthened in this 

opinion because, though far advanced, the peritonitis was not detect- 

ed until a short time before the death ef the patient, and when dis- 

covered by Mrs. Hall, the kind and ever watchful matren, the poor 

girl excused her concealment on the ground that she considered her 

condition far otherwise than that of disease. 
Tam unable to throw any light on the cause of the suicide of No. 

1623, save the {utter recklessness and desperaticn of the unfortunate 

man’s character. The only symptom of insanity I ever knew him to 
exhibit was the act of self-destruction. 

Two prisoners were pardoned during tne year, whom I considered 

fatally diseased. 

The tables on pages 410, 411 and 412, exhibit the bodily condition 
of the prisoners discharged during the year.  
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Per cent mortality, whele number,........... 
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Table showing the per centage of Mortality among Whites and Color- 
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Per cent mortality, colored prisoners,. ...s.ceecesecusecses 7.59 

Average number of colored prisoners, .... 0.00 cceeceneeces 

Per cent mortality, whole number, ..... 

Average number pf white prisoners,....... 

Deaths, 
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At the time of their admission I consider the intellect of several 
of the prisoners registered in the preceding tables of mental diseases, 

unquestionably below the average standard, but none of them, so far 
as I could ascertain, presented any of the mental characteristics that 

constitute irsinity: The case No. 1865 does not properly belong to 

the present year, as symptoms of the disease appeared at an earlier 

period, but not sufficiently marked to enable me to form a decided 
opinion. . 

No. 2136 is said to have attempted to feign insanity in the county 
prison, but the reality of his present symptoms I think cannot be 

doubted. In this belief Iam supported by the coucurrence of two 

other physicians of extended experience, who have seen him. 
No. 2134 was an habitual debauchee, and suffered several attacks 

of mania-a-potu iu consequence ; indeed the act that sent him here, 

IT have reason to believe, was committed in a paroxysm of that dis- 

ease. Qn reception his mind was evidently rather weak, but it could 

not with any propriety be considered deranged. 

The delusions of No. 2005 would seem to be the natura! conse- 

quence of remorse, acting on a mind originally weak. Left pretty 
much to his own guidance ai an carly age, he seems to have reck- 

lessly plunged into all the vices and excesses to which a sensual na- 

ture could incline him. 

Had the first symptoms of insanity in No. 2064 appeared during 
the first few months of his imprisonment, my first impressions re- 

specting him would have led me to believe that his disease had origi- 
nated out of doors, but having spent upwards of a year without giv- 

ing any evidence of derangement, I cannot suppose that the malady 

existed before his incarceration. 

When speaking of the physical health, I stated my belief that by 

proper sanatory regulations the mortality could be reduced very greatly 

without the slightest encroachment on the principles of separation, 

and now, as regards the mental health, I repeat the same conviction 
with even greater confidence in its truth. 

Tn reporting cases of insanity that occur in penal institutions, it is 
very desirable thai 2 mutual understanding should exist between the 

medical officers, as to what really constitutes that disease. If it be 

true that, in some penal establishments, no prisoner is considered as 
insane unless his delusions or excitement interfere with the perform- 

ance of his daily task, I can only say that the adoption of the same  
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rule would have enabled me to reduce the number that I report for 

the last year, very greatly. 
Pursuing my inquiries respecting the existence of insanity in the 

families of the prisoners admitted during the year, I find that twenty 

have had relations victims of that disease, bearing the following de- 

grees of consanguinity : parents, 3; grandparents, 1; brothers and 

sisters, 4 ; uncles and aunts, 8; cousins, 4. 
On the adoption of the separate system of imprisonment by Penn-~ 

sylvania, the reduction which took place in the length of sentences 

was not at all sufficient to counterbalance the greater severity of the 

separate, over the associate discipline. From this error I am confi- 

dent that much injury to the minds and bodies of the prisoners has 

arisen, and that indirectly the mora] influences of the administration 

have been materially weakened. That colored convicts do not bear 

the enervating influences of imprisonment so well as the whites, 1s a 

fact obvious to all, yet the average length of their sentences is dect- 

dedly greater, and their chances of pardon much dess. 1s this right ? 
A first offence should not be visited, in any instance, with the same 

severity as if the culprit had been an habitual transeressor, hardened 
and accustomed to a prison life ; and with reference to the probability 
of insanity supervening, the culprit with a weak and uncultivated 
mind, should be sentenced for a shorter period than the criminal 

whose intellect is natually good, and has received the benefits of ju- 

dicious culture. 

Moral Instructor’ s Report. 

I feel assured from the general state of feeling, that unless some 

untoward events should occur, there is a solid hope of increasing use- 
fulness in my own sphere of action; and that such impressions as 

proceed from calm reflection on the great truths of religion presented 

to their minds, will lead many prisoners to abandon “ the way of the 

transgressor.” 
The amount of public instruction has exceeded that of any former 

year. The usual amount of instruction by visitation has been given. 

The number of visits, regular and occasional, is three thousand two 

hundred and eighty. 
Additions to the library of the Prison Discipline Society are con- 

stantly being made, more than sufficient to repair the losses by books 
worn out. Some of a valuable kind have been added to the Bacon 

library. The number now in circulation is equal to sixteen hundred 
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volumes. In addition to these, there are nearly a thousand books of 
elementary instruction in constant use among the prisoners, 

Thave heard gratifying aceounts of nine prisoners who were dis- 
charged by expiration of sentence luring the year, and from sixteen 
who were the subjects of executive clemency during the past year 
and the year preceding it. From reliable sources, I have heard it 
said of one and another, “He is truly benefited,” “he is entirely a 
changed man, “he is radically reformed,” &c. &c. 

Tt may be satisfactory to the friends of prison reform, to state that 
it has been my custom to keep a record of such as I have considered 
at their discharge or death hopefully benefited. My list comprises 
the names of one hundred and forty-nine prisoners. Of this number. 

13 died in prison giving evidence of preparation for death. 
4 have been out of prison 9 years and upwards. 

14 do do 8 do do 
26 do do 
18 do do 

9 do do 

6 do do 
16 do do do 
14 do do do do 
19 do do 1 do do 
10 less than do 1 year. 

Satisfactory intelligence has been received from 84 of them ; leav- 
ng 52, of whom no account has been received ; butasa very large 
Propertion of them have been out for periods ranging from three to 
eight years, it is fairly inferable that many of them have abandoned 
a course of crime, 

If these 84 continue in a life of virtue and honesty, the amount of 
good effected is not to be measured simply by their redemption from 
crime, but by the crime prevented in arresting the ever-widening in- 
fluence of their evil example and solicitation, which would have been 
exerted continually in drawing others into the vortex of vice and 
crime, 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 
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m
 
o
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© 

THOMAS LARCOM BE, 

Moral Instructor.  
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Report of the Inspectors of the Western Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, 

for the year 1847. 

The best possible discipline reigns throughout the prison ; quiet, 

order, and submission to the rules of the institution, are every where 

manifest, and by reference to the report of our moral instructor, 1t 

will be perceived that this state of things does not arise from fear as 

it is believed that slighter and fewer punishments are to be found in no 

other prison. It is another striking evidence of the greater facility 

afforded by separate imprisonment, for carrying out and preserving 

wholesome discipline. The medical report conclusively shows that 

the separate plan, preperly adn.imistered, is not prejudicial to the 

mental or bodily health of the prisoner. ; 

All that is to be found within this prison, is accomplished without 

any of the appliances of false philanthropy. There are here not even 

“ exercising yards ;” and though ever attentive to the convict s per- 

sonal cleanliness, we have no parade of bathing rooms, no fruit nor 

flower gardens, &c., but the simple “ Pennsylvania system,” consci- 

entiously and prudently administered ; and this, we are convinced by 

long experience and careful observation, is all that is necessary to se- 

cure the ends of justice, and fully provide for the moral, mental and 

physical well being of tne convict. ; 

The statistics of this prison on insanity, will, it is believed, com 

pare favorably with those of any prison, upon whatever system adman- 

istered. There have been during the last ten years, but eight prison- 

ers who could be classed among the insane, either as manifesting 

fixed and permanent derangement, or occasional mental hallucinations, 

and but one, (concerning whom no information is possessed prior to 

his conviction,) who did not manifest this mental derangement at the 

time of his reception, or whose history, as known to the officers of 

the institution, did not prove such to have been the fact previous to 

his admission. 

There can be no doubt that there are many who have been restored 

to virtuous action in this life, and some who, throughout eternity, 

will give thanks that they were brought under its moulding and dis 

JAMES ANDERSON, 

J. K. MOORHEAD, 

WILSON M’CANDLUESS, 

WILLIAM LECKY, 

WM. ROBINSON, Jr. 
Inspectors. 

ciplinary influences. 
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Warden’s Report. 

Western Penitentiary, Jan. 1st, 1848. 

On the Ist day. of January, 1847, we had in confinement one hun- 

dred and twenty-six convicts, viz: One hundred and twenty-one 
males and five females. We have received fifty-six within the year, 

and discharged seventy; fifty by expiration of sentence, seventeen 

by pardon, and three by death, leaving in confinement at this date, 
one hundred and twelve ; one hundred and six males and six fe- 
males. 

Prisoners in confinement January 1st, 1847, and received and dischar- 
ged during the same year. 

Total Jan. t, 
Counties. No. Ree’d. Disch’d. Pard’ed. Died, Total. disch’'d. 1848, 

Alleghany, ... 44 26 18 4 .. 70 22 86448 
Armstrong,... 4 1 2 oe 3 2 

Bedford, .... 2 1 os 1 

Beaver, 10 2 as 12 

Butler, .. 3 

Cambria, . 

> 

Clarion, .... 

bet
 
o
r
 

Erie,.... 0.06 

Fayette, .... 

Green, ..... 

Huntington, .. 

Jefferson, ... 

Mercer,...... 

Somerset, .... 
Venango, .... 

Washington,.. 

Westmoreland, 

7 
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Warren, ..... 
Potter, ...... 

Crawford,.... 

Indiana, ..... 

United States, . 
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Color. 
Rev'd 1947. Tan. 1, 1848. 

41 92 

2 2 

4 4 

9 14 
- —_—— 

White males,...-eeseeen rese
r re? 

do females,...ceessecese
errsr eet" 

Colored, females,..s
eseseerce creer et’ 

do _—maies,. eoen swe aver areeeeee 

eee eeet 
Total, ...+ =-— =— 

free’d 1647. Tan. d, 1848. 

50 106 

6 6 
er 

Females, ..-->+ avaeveerere® —_ 

56 112 
=—_= == Total,. scence crrere eer ee ears 

? =— 

Relations. 
Ree’d 1847. Jan. 5, 1848, 

28 82 
23 Married, ....- 

see eeeecees 

Unmarried, voce eeseecereesee 

Widowers and widows,..+.++sserree7* 
eee seee 

Temperate,. «+++: +++ 

Moderate,...- 

Intemperate, 

Total, 

Received during 1847. 
Males. 

2 Menthe. 
Femates. 

January, -.--+ eee 

February,..-sesseerceeecn
te 

weer eer eeee 

1 

March,...eessceeseecesrrer’ 
4 
1 

Aptil,.. see cree eneee ere enst 

May,..-ssceresceccccee
ccen oe 

June. ever cece cece eces erst 8 

July, sscecceeccerenceceet 8 
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August, ......-: seen eee 

September, 
October,......004. eo cee eens 

November, . .. 
December, ........5. eee eee 

Total,....- 

Discharged during 1847. 
Months. Males. Females. ‘Time exp’d, Pardoned. 

3 oe 1 2 

i 
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September, .......- 

October, ..- ee eee 
November, ......., 

w
e
t
 
O
N
 

Devember, ..... 

Barbers, 

Laborers, 

Muller, ...... 

Blacksmiths, 
Wagoners, 
Boatmen,.... 

Coopers,.... 0-05 .005 
Shotmakers, ..... 

Carpenters,..... eee 

Weavers, 
Brewer, oo... cece cece cece seen ances 

Cabinetmaker, eee, 
Sailor, ........08 
Painters, . . ee ere meen e acer 

Died. 
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Chairmaker, ...secceeeeeeeecesseeeeee eee 

Saddler, .cceseececc
reeeeecen ener eres sees eee 

Doctors, ...+ . veceeeeeeene 

Fisherman, ...see-es 

Washerwoman, ...+++- 

Tailor, 

Housework, 

Farmers,..-+- 

Brickmoulder,’. ..- 

Baker,...eee+s 

Nail cutter, 

Forgeman, 

House servants, ....+eseer ere wee 

Tdleness, 

Contractor on canal, . 

Locksmith,....- 

Coach trimmer, ..- 

Bricklayery...eeeeeeeeee cues 

Jige. 

Rec'd 1847. Dise'd 1847. Total, Jan. 1, 1848. 

From 10 to 20, 
9 

& QO to B0,...e eee 38 50 

30 to 50,...- 665 14 

1 

BO to 60,...se0es 2 

60 to 70,..60 eee: . 

Total,....0+--e 
0 

a 

eee eeae 

emer a weer eee eaee eres 
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Pee eee eee acne eee Cee eee ecae eee 

ee eee meee re meee e eee an ee eens eees 

en ee a er er 

beer ee cee ree eee eee neue teens 

eee eee man emenen sees sesersene 

eee reece et cee nese neees 

eee eee eee eee eee eee tee rene eees 

aw aseraee oe ae Cee eee wes ens see een aeceee 

soee eee ones aweee 

Prisoners discharged during the following years. 

Expiration. Pardon’d, Deaths, Suicide. Escapes, Re-com’d. Writ Error, Total, 

5 13 
5 26 

24 
37 
40 
25 
52 
63 
37 
64 
52 
53 
57 
14 
68 
67 
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63 
50 

AQ < 

43 15 
i" 

Total,..- S17 227 63 

Prisoners confine! Jasnary 1, 1248, 

Total, 

Ree’ 4847 

Bound and served time out, 

Bound and ran away from master 

Were never bound. oe +s 

\ cg tyr] 

Re-committe:! 2d tune under Penmnisyivonla 

syste, w 

Re-commiited titres 

wd pumas 

White males, o. eee er eer e erent 

White females,...- 

Colcred males, 

Colored females, 

Nadines ef 

Pennsylvania,.. 
New-York, 

Maryland, . 

JFreland,..ceeeeeers 
France;ssseerees 

Vermont, ce seseseeerceeee 

sane 

er 

Tiise’s) U47. 

sa 

£0 

79 

Nico’ 147 

70 

64 

16 

119 

112 
—— 

1231 

Votal Jan. 1, 48. 

32 
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Virginiay.....6s seen 
Canada, .......0508 
Germany, ... 
Shipboard, 

England, ’.. 

Tennesee,...... 6005 

New-Jersey, 

Keniucky, 
Massachusetts, 

Arkansas, ....0. 0.00 cee ° 

w
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Georgia, 

Statistical teble for ter years. 

Senda ced sen, White, 

. in confinen’ i Jan., 1837, pit 4 

i : ke 

DO 

edb. 
a 
t9 

668 

Deaths in ten years and time in corfirement before death. 
White. Colu.ed. Years, Months, Ase. Tot Deaths 

recd 1837, .. 

“ 1838, 
af 

v 28 
1 59 

i 60 
re 

6 36 

0 19 

8 14 

1839, 
ae 

1840, 
1841, 

ifs mw
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n
m
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o
c
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* For three years.  
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Age. Tot,Desths. 

21 

21 

23 

42 

71 

18 

37 

1 

20 

30 
31 

27 

20 

25 

41 
19 

24 

24 
58 
VW 

18 
25 

28 

22 

38 

42 
26 

34   
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Profit and Loss. 

Dr. 

To subsistence,.... sess eee cece cece ceeescceesece $9,020 66 

To stock,..... 

* $10,168 55 

By weaving,...c...eeeee $2,618 03 
“& Shoemaking,.... wee eee ne cen e eee . 5,285 44 

“& Merchandise, ......cs cece aces 1,731 90 

«& Tailoring, 533 18 

$10,168 55 

JAMES ALEXANDER, Clerk. 

Physician's Report. 

Western Penirentiary, Jan. Ist, 1848. 

As far as I am able to decide the question, there has been propor- 
tionably much less sickness within than without the prison during the 

past year. Often, for days in succession, no new case has presented 

itself for examination. At present, with the exception of a very few 
chronic cases in convicts hopelessly diseased on reception, none are 
under treatment. 

Having recently, in a Report to your Board, more fully given my 

views of the comparative merits of the two great antagonistic systems: 

of imprisonment in our country, after having visited several institu- 

tions conducted on the congregate, and others on the separate plan, 

it will not be considered necessary further to advert to the subject: 
now. 

That report contained also, statistics of the mortality in the prisow 
for the last ten years, stating the average mortality for each year, of 

the whole number of convicts, and the yearly average mortality of 

white and colored prisoners. Jt also embraced facts in relation to 

insanity, of great interest, going to prove, as the result of the admin- 

istration of the “ separate system” in ¢his institution, that it exercises 

no baneful influence upon the mental health of its tu:nates. 

‘There are at this time within the prison, two convicts decidedly 

insane, and who were so at the time of, and long before, their recep- 
tion,  
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It is a disgrace, a burning shame upon our commonwealth, that no 

State Asylum has been provided for such unfortunate and diseased 

ones. Itis impossible that he can be properly attended to in the 

prison. It would be unsafe to permit him to range the yard; it is 

cruel and inhuman to confine him constantly within a cell, and would 

be highly improper to turn hin locse, by pardon, upon society, with 

none to watch ever or care for him. 

Out of one hundred and cighty-two, the whole number in confine- 

ment during the year, but three have died. 

No. 1169, white male, aged 32 years, was received with tubercular 

vay had bad yneviously several attacks of severe hoemor- 

lunes-—was much emaciated end very feeble, unable 

Died April Gth, 1847, of hemoptysis. 

consump 

rhage from the 

to walk without assistance. 

Had been in prison four uonths 

No. 1Gi1, white male, eged 423 

broken constlacion-—sabjeet to inenl halluct 

vhon, April Toth, Set) Ted been in prison three you * 

jved suilering from 

ved with feeble, 

Ned of diar- 

ged S2 years, was rece 
No. 1075, white male, a 

done to spine, by jumping from the high wall of a county 
injury 

This gave rise to agonizing neural pains, which 
prison yerd. 

Jn this enfecbled condition 
gradually wanted health and ¢lrength. 

he was atiackil with breac which trminated, May 1th, 3247, 

a life which had been ane of intcuse enffering dur! 

mont, Te} Las sequent ieee yerrs 

Moret Tnastvuctor’s Report. 

sncement mm whelesume morals has pre- 
A much more general 

y has been manifested in Shis combs BOTY. vailed amongst the | 
contented cbservance of the rules and regula- 

a more universal and 

tions of the prison ; 

means furnished for their moval educution, and th a more abundant 

hare calculated te cle- 

ina more careful and earnest attention to the 

evidence of progress in thos: atisioments w 

yate degraded man. Within this period only four cases have oc- 

curred, in which it wes found necessary to resort to confinement in ® 

dark ec', from one to five cays. feedirg them on bread ond water. 

To reach this cbieet, fe gospel of aur Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ has been preached cn every cbhcta to all the prisoners ; they 

have each received aad been encevraget to read and study the Bible, 

and ocher books of instruction ; they bave been visited regularly from 
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cell to ce ir spiri i to cell by their spiritual teacher, and by others having the same 

object, who labor to impress ir mi a press upon their minds the moral a’ ivi 
truth. ne divine 

For the purpose of i ; t or the purpose of pretecting prisoners from that greatly dreaded 
evil in separate impvris evil in separate inpriscument, mental derangement, to cherish in them 
in ea decree : nini ah some degree uncomplaining contentment with their melancholy lot 
and to encourage them in efforts io cul seart, 

Yr } he Qo thy fe re no Insane within its walls, save those who came here in that condi- | 
tion, TI isoners Yi i re prisoners (1110) and (1496,) the oniy two represented as 

of unsound mind, give oo evidence of inc.mised insanity since th 

came to (us pris Those wi i “e whe 8 prison, hose who ave lutel 

may mont . 

the warnt.i. or physician, of tooval ingteuct 

visitalion is & certen protection against me 

wee COMlmeMment. 

Cy SEA pears Cacia iad durin 

mit that they were as 

yiar, forty-two ad- 

:of iutems. cated Dhoy became drank- 

Twenty-eight were 

able. ni the the of their! _ : 
p ai tee tao ob tkcir mameni, to read and write. 

be S 
teon could om . Sevens teen could icad euly, and eleven could de neither, Of these eleven 

y : } 

so cane later in the year, four Pave loarned te vead, and the ofhers, w 
+ ’ : we Sale tay ftruss will ! vefore the ex- 

7 Pee tabs hee Beto et woes OF tee ot 

em Ret ihe ayer twetve.  ‘Phiriy-four ef those imprisoned daring 

the year Have been snerried. ‘Pwenty-nine say they have wives at 
this time. Gnly twenty-two are single. - 

The library connected with the prison has been an important aux- 
iliary in promoting the improvement uf the prisoners. Each prisoner 

has in his cell a Bible, a book of cowmon prayer, a slate, an arith- 

metic, a spelling bock, ot emali dictionary, and one cr more of the 

books of the library, according to his taste and disposition for read- 

ing. All of the priseners discharged during the pasi year could read 

with one exception, an old man who retused to learn. Only three 
prisoners have died within the year. . 

A. W. BLACK, 

Moral Instructor. 

rate their head and } : 
there 18 2 sufficient soci he vi in chi ene here 18 sufficient society of the virtuc‘is in ihis prison. There are | 
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MARYLAND. 
Tatar 

Report of the Directors of the Maryland State Prison, November, 

1847. 

In the year ending on the 30th ult., there were received 89 prison- 

ers, and in the same time there were 78 discharged, their terms of 

service having expired ; 16 were pardoned, and 4 died, making the 
discharges and deaths 98, and leaving infconfinement, at the date of 

this report, 281 prisoners, of whom 250 are males and 31 females. 

The highest number of prisoners at any one time this year was 313, 

on the 9th of June; the smallest number 263, on the 19th of Sep- 

tember last. 

The discipline of the institution has been well maintained, and the 

general conduct of the prisoners has shown its beneficial effects upon 

them. 
There is reason to believe that the good effects of the discipline 

enforced in the institution, have not been lost on many who have 

been confined in it, and have been discharged. The directors have 

no sure means of ascertaining the general conduct of the discharged 

prisoners, and may not, therefore, speak with certainty in regard to 
most of them ; but in particular cases they have received such infor- 
mation as authorises them to believe that an entire reformation has 

taken place in the life of several, who, on their entering the prison, 
were regarded as among the worst of criminals, and who trace their 
reformation to the wholesome discipline to which they were subjected, 

and the good counsels they received whilst in confinement. 

It is not an easy task for any one, upon whom the Jaw has set the 

mark of a convict, to secure and maintain a character for honesty. 
He has difficulties to overcome ; he has trials to undergo ; he bas 
dangers to encounter, which, however zealously or however sincerely 
he may struggle to that end, he may often be excused for despairing 

of attaining. 
Society deals sternly, if not harshly and unjustly, with the former 

prisoner, and will not forget, even if inclined to acknowledge his re- 

formation, that he was a criminal. This last fact stands, with most 

persons, as conclusive against all his professions, and where his story 
is known, the disgrace which attaches to the name of a convict, is 
held to be a bar to all association with those, who, but for that, 

would have been to him useful counsellors and friends. The convict 

from the penitentiary, therefore, can hardly hope to regain what he   
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lost when he committed the crime for which he suffered confinement 3 
and he has a constant struggle to make, to keep away from the guilty 
associations, to which this exclusion from other society is always 
tempting him. | 

Whilst, then, penitentiaries fulfil the object of the law.in punishing 
crime, they have not been able to work out the moral reformation of 
all those who are confined inthem. They would, no doubt, be found 
much more effective, if the system on which they are founded, were 
maintained in the jails where prisoners are confined previous to trial. 
To the associations which are there often formed, many an unfortu- 
nate youth has justly ascribed his future career of crime and infamy ; 
and it is impossible that any one should be subjected _to the wicked 
associations to which he is there exposed, without being contamina- 
ted. In a previous report, attention is called to the subject because, 
in some cases of recent occurrence, there is every reason to believe 
that unfortunate youths were prepared for a life of crime, which they 
have Jed, by the counselling and instruction of hardened criminals 
with whom they were necessarily thrown into association whilst con- 
fined in jail awaiting a trial; and who, but for those associations, 

might have been wholly rescued from the paths of vice. It may be 
respectfully suggested, that the State fails in her duty in allowing 
such assocations, and that if crime is the coasequence of them, there 
is scarcely justice in punishing those who ccmmit it. The laws for 
the punishment of crimes were passed not merely with that object, 
but to prevent their being committed ; and surely care should there- 
fore be taken that, in the process of punishing, the criminal is not 
made worse by it, even if it fail in making him better. This is a 
great error in the criminal jurisprudence of many of the States, and 
is not less in Maryland than in many others. 

Tt will be seen from the tables which are subjoined, that the expen- 
ses of the Institution have exceeded the profits on the manufactories 
by $7,499.81. Nearly one-third of this sum was paid in interest on 
money which had to be borrowed to carry on the business, and fully 
another third was lost in the sale of goods, which remained on hand 
at the last annual report, many of which had been manufactured seve- 
ral years ago. The high price of all kinds of provisions in the year 
greatly increased the expenses of keeping the convicts, whilst the 
competition which the manufactures of the prison have encountered, 
from similar fabrics imported from abroad, has had the effect of re- 
ducing the profit on them. .   
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Warden’s Report. 

L here with submit for the consideration of the Buard, a table of 

the punishments inflicted in the institution during the years commenc- 
ing with 1841, and ending with 1847. lt will be perceived that the 
per cenéum of corpora! panishmeats have very essentially decreased 

during my official connection with the institution, and T may be per- 

mitted to remark, that it was never resorted to except in cases where 

its necessity was so well defined and obvious as to make my duty 
imperative. Ata very early period of my administration, I came to 

the conclusion that 1 would as farasa perfect state of discipline would 

justify me in so doing, govern by the weight end power of the law, 

aided by the influence of admonition and advice. That while the 

refractory should be sure to be visited with a jusi measure of punish- 

ment for disobedience cr insubordination, and thus made to know, 

that obedience would be exacted of them, I would as far as consis- 

tent with my obligations of duty, for trivial cflences, use that great 
moral power which, while it maintains supremacy, seeks by persua- 

sion, to produce results similar to those, which may be brought about 

by force ; and Tam happy to add, that the best influences upon the 

prisoners have been thus effected, without, in the least, having occa- 
sion to relax in carrying out the rnles and regulations for the govern- 

ment of the institution. 

Such of the convicts as behave well, are permitted to write letters 

to, and receive oi hers from their friends. This privilege, regulated 

as it is by good cr bad conduct, has had a salutary effect. 

The Library ox our institution is a very small one, and may be said 

to be a mere nucleus of one. 

Of the entire number in the Penitentiary, Nov. 30, 1847, there 

were 140 white males, 9 white females, makirg the total of whites 

149; there were of colored males 110, and colored females 22, mak- 
‘ing the total of colored prisoners 132, and the grand total of all de- 

scriptions, 281. 

The convicts are permitted to receive monthly visiix from their 

relatives and friends. These interviews always take 1.:1.¢ in the pre- 

sence of an officer, so that all improper communicatsns are guarded 

against. 

In 1846 I established a Sunday School in the iastitution, for the 

instruction of such of the male prisoners as were without education. 

This schoo! was attended by from thirty-five to forty individuals, and 
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has been productive of much good, in placing the .neans of education 
within the power of many of the inmates, from whom in early life 

this blessing was withheld. 
An association of ladies, belonging to the Society of Friends, have 

estab'ished a Sunday School in the feme!e department, which is at- 

tended by the inmates there, and from which the best results have 

flown. 
We have in our institution 16 insane and idiot prisoners ; eleven 

of these are white, and five colored. Eleven of them were deranged, 
or idiotic in intellect, when admitted, and only five have become 

so since their admission. 

In addition to the punishments inflicted upon the criminals, as ex- 

hibited by the accompanying table, I have, in 27 instances, resorted to 

shower baths as the means of punishinent; the subjects of this de- 

scription of punishment were chicfly females, and it was resorted to 

from the desire I had to save them, if possible, from the infliction of 
stripes, a form of punishment for which I entertain an instinctive 

aversion, and to which nothing but a sense of duty could possibly 

reconcile me. Jence,in every instance of sufficient magnitude to 

justify the diversion of the labor of the offenders, I have substituted 

the cells for stripes, and never, 1 believe, without its producing salu- 

tary effects, as well upon such offenders, as upon their fellow prison- 

ers, generally, as all entertain a natural horror for solitary confine- 

ment and bread and water diet. 
WM. JOHNSON, 

Warden. 

Al statement, showing the number and nature of the punishments in- 

jlicted upon the prisoners from the ycar 1841 to 1847, both years, 

inclusive. 
No. of days con-— 

No. of Stripes inflicted. fined in cells. 

306 6437 405 

282 7614 263 

9537 463 

289 6194 373 

280 3300 226 

2482 497 

3159 320 

WM. JOHNSON, 

Warden Md. Pen. 

No. of Criminals. 
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Physician’s Report. 

The amount of sickness during the year, as shown by the notes of 

my predecessor has been somewhat above the usual average, but the 

cases that have occurred have readily yielded to treatment. No epi- 

demic has appeared with the exception of a mild diarrhea, which pre- 

vailed to some extent during the summer months. 

Four deaths only have occurred during the year in a population, 

which in that time has numbered three huadred and seventy-nine 

souls, giving the unusually low rate of mortality of one to ninety- 

four. 
Diseases. 

Amenorrhea, .. ee .ceeceee cece eens 

AMASATCA,. oes ce eee eee 

Aneurism of femoral, .... 

Boil,.... cee eee 
Bronchitis, ... 

Burn, ......- 

Cancer, ...+.0s 

Cattarrh,...... 

Cephalalgia, .......5.. 

Colic, . see cee eeeeee 

Congestion of brain, ..... 

Contusion, . 

Debility,.....0e0 cece eens 

Delirium tremens,......52 +65 

Disordered menstruation, .......sseseeee ee 

Diarrhoea, .. 66 cece eee ee tee eee eee nets 

Disease of the rectum, .... 1 

Dysentery, 3 

Dysuria,.... sees 1 

Enteritis, ...6. 200 eee eeeees 4 

Enlarged glands, .......+ 2 

Enlarged spleen, ......++- 

Epilepsy,.... css eese cece ces 
Extirpation of gland,.....+..ee+0s 

“ Of tUMOT).. eee cece eee 

Felon,.csccccscccsesccec acne cece nsee sees sees 
Fistula in ano. ..c0 cee cee er ence eens ccenase oe 

Fistula in lachrymalis,.... eee sees cence een eee om 

1 

1 

1 

. ce . 3 

“ Of SCAT). cee cere recone os 2 

1 

2 

1 
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Gastric irritation, .......... 

Gastro-enteritis, .......... 

Heart, palpitation of....... 

Heart, disease of 

Hemorrhoids, 
Hoemoptysis, 

Hysteria, 

Injury of foot,...... 

of toe, eee eee eee 

« of thigh,....... 

Inflammation of breast, 

Inflammation of the bladder, ... 
“ of hand,, 

Insanity, 

Intermittent fever, 

Jaundice, 

Lumbago, . 

Laryngitis, ... os 
Menorrhagia, ...... . 
Nervous excitement, 

Nephritis, ... 

Neuralgia, ........ 
Orchitis, 

Otitis, 6... 
Opthalmia, 

Parotitis, 
Periositis, 

Pneumonia, 

Pleurisy, 

Pregnancy,* .....0006. 

Phthisis,...4. 00.000 ceee eee . 

Pluerodynia, ...... 2... 
Retention of urine,....... 
Rheumatism, ...... 

Synovitis, 

Syphilis,.... 
Tonsillitis, .. 

Typhoid fever,. ...c cece ce ceee aes . 

* Pregnant when admitted, 

{ Assembly, No. 243.] 
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Urithris, .... 

Uterine inflam. .. 

Wound, ...---ee sere 

Remaining over, 
Total Admissions int 

« Cured, 
“ Relieved, 
“ Died, 
« Under Care, 

“ 

ec 

oe 

ALFRED BAKER, M. D: 

December 1, 1847. 

Received into the 
to the 30t/ November, 1847, inclusive. 

There were confined in the Penitentiary, Noy. 30th, 1846, 

Discharged, their term of service having expired,...+.+++ 18 
-- 16 

Pardoned, cece oeeee 

Died,.... weeereeceres ceccceccesccccseesescseseos 4 
pee nese sooner sees ee 

Old Prisoners remaining,..e+.+soreeeees 

Received this year,...e.esererecrerrcee 

Confined in the Penitentiary, Nov. 30th, 1847,...00+ 

A Statement showing the number and nature of th 

prisoners confined in th 
‘November, 1847, together with their birth places, 

in convicted, and their relative ages at the time of 

massions into satd Penitentiary. 

Crimes. 

ae me eee e eee mene 
Murder, ...eceenccee rece rese 

Shooting with intent to kill, and breaking out of, and 

escaping from the Penitentiary,...+-+- 

Stealing, .... esse sere ecee rere eree rece r eee ree 

Stealing, and assault with mtent to kill, ....-- +++ 

Manslaughter, 

Circulating a book intending to excite insurrection,.. 

Assault with intent to commit a rape and burglary, .. 

Assault with intent to commit a rape,. .-++se++eers 

Maryland Penitentiary, from the ist December, 1846, 

290: 

98. 

281 
=—_ 

e crimes of all the 

e Maryland Penitentiary, on the 30th day of 
the counties where- 

their several ad-   
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AYSOD, . cece cee cece cee ceees 

Larceny and arson, . 

Larceny, ...... 

Burglery, .... 

Murder in the second degree, 
Grand Larceny, 

Grand larceny and stealing, 

Felony, 

Felony and forgery, 

Burning a hay stack, 

Robbing J. J. Nicholson,......... 
Forgery,..... seeeee : 

Stealing and burglary,......,00 008 

Passing counterfeit coin,.......... 

Enticing slaves to run away, 

Attempts to poison, .......0505 6 oe 

Forging pass for slave,.. cosses sce ae 
Burglary and felony,........ Miiecseesses 
Horse stealing,. . 

ee eeee es 

Rape, ...... 

Robbery and assault with intent to kill 

Harboring a runaway slave, .... 

Kidnapping, .......6. ceeeuceeeee 

Passing counterfeit money,........ . preeerenee 

Perjury, 0... ... cee seen csacae eee 

Assault with intent to kill 

Assisting slaves to run away, 

Obtaining goods under false pretences a eeeee 

Receiving stolen goods,......... 

Shooting with intent to kill, ....... 

Forging notes of deceased seamen upon the U. S 

Treasury, . ccc ceceeseceececees ee 
Attempt to fire Anne Arundel county jail, 

Rape, and stealing horse and carriage, 

Breaking open store, ....eceseecaee 

Killing a slave, ........ _— 

Jor eeesercesvenseneseae 
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Birth places.—Ame: tcans. 
Maryland,. ...... cee cece eee eeeee 

Pennsylvania,,....... Lene eeeaee oe 

Kentucky,...... we eeeee teens eve neon eas 3 

Virginia,....... eee cee eeneeaes seeeeee creeee 21 

Delaware,. .. ccc e eee cence eee weneeee . aceee 1 

District of Columbia, sa cceeees beet nee cece eens 1 

New-Jersey,. cece cece cece cere eves scence eens 2 

Massachusetts, - 2... ccceee ccee secu eaceene ee aee 2 

New-York, cc. ..0seeeee be eke cee eee eee ewes 5 

Maine, .........045 eee cee een eee e eee sees 1 

jadisney wrens pete e cece ene ete we ence +e 1 

North Carolina, .... ccc cece cece eee e aren en eees 1 

Vermont, ...... Sete rere eer arenes see eee eens i 

Connecticut,.......4 eee eee eeee eae wee 2 
Louisiana,.....ce cece cece eee e nee te sens . 1 

Rhode Island,.........-- weet eneeeee see tee rece 1 
sete neeece oy 1 South Carolina, ...... eae eeee eee 

Total Americans, ....... eee ceeee 

Foreigners. 

Treland, ae eee c eee nee ees 

Germany, ....-ee cece eee ee seaee 

England, .....66e eee a ternees ve 
France, .......0.008 sees : 
Scotland,.......cecveee ce eeeee ae 

Holland,....... a cece cee eevee 

Total foreigners,..... cr eeees 

  

  

  

pee e ence nee . 3 
becerecceacee 3 
eee ee cee eee 3 

ceeeseeeceee 5G 

Total Americans and foreigners,......... 281 

Counties convicted 
Prince George’s, ....c cree eeee cee 
Cecil, co ce eee ewes teow eee we 

Anne Arundel,.... 
Baltimore city and county,.......- 
Queene Anne’s, .... cc cece eee ee 

Washington,..... 

in. 
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Frederick,......, sees 
St. Mary’s, ve 

Carroll, tee evens 
Dorchester, tee 
Montgomery, . . 
Talbot, 
Somerset, ......, 
How'd District, A. ‘A, 
Calvert, ., 

. ’ . . . . oy
 

co
 

see 
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e
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Harton oo Srrttetee seas a 
Allegany, tee eee eens see wien 
Charles, 000 

tte teen eceee Kent, ee ve eee eee sees Worcester Tt ttetesees ences 
steeee Tee eee cece any 

Total, ...., . 

. . : to
 

0O
 

=
 | 

Tees when com 
Between 13 and 15 ‘nitted. 

15 and 18, tee ttt ee ee ee cees 4 

“ Wand 21, .....,000 0 Pettey 10 
« 212 and 25, ce eeae we vires: teres 35 
« 25 and 30 

“ 30 and 35, 
“ 35 and 40, 

thee eeee | 35 

* 40 and 45, Ttttseeseeee 30 
tteeeeeeece 14 « 45 and 50, 0.12 

‘ 50 and 85. CP eee ee ee eeeeceee 17 
« 55 and 60 
« 60 and 65, ......... 
« 65 and 70, . 
« 70 and 80 

Hane wene we 

i 

COs em awe er anens 

a 

Pte rene nuee 

ee 

Total,......., 

2 
4 

i 
1 

See ceveneee 1 
oe ed ttt tees eee cecees O84 
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Abstract of the occu 

rior to their imprt 

of recommitments, and the relative number of 

isoners, and their sexes, who were confined int 

tentiary, on the 30th day of November, 1847. 

Occupation prior to imprisonment. 

Laborers, ..-- 
Weavers, 
Carpenters,..+- 

House servants, (females)..+++seererserree’ 

Shoe makers, 

eens esesaser® 

Gardeners, 

Basket makers,...++++++s 

Machinists, ...-0+-ee8 sree 

Farmers and farm laborers,.-.-- 

Watch maker,...--- ee eeeeceeeee 

Barbers, .eee sees ceeeee 

MPoilors,. eee eeceeerereeseret 

Blacksmiths,....+-+seerse+° 
Butchers, ..+-e2e +29 

Bakers, . 

Confectioners, ... -+++> 

Coopers, e-eseeeereresr eet? 

Sailors, cece eeee eset eres teeter e ee 

Dentists and barbers,..seseeereeeresers 
sneer 

Paper makers, +++ ++-*- cece eect cece sere eneereee 

Pedlars, .-++s++++ 

Equestrian,..+.seererrt 
crete 

Butcher and baker, .---++++eeer 0+ 

Plod carriers, seeeeeeesceersresret ee! 

Cabinet makery..sneeree reer erer sree 

Cigar makers,..-sseee seeceet 

Cooks, - 

Stevedores,...-ee-erseseeeeeee 
Clerks, ..eee cree ceer cers r see sret ee 

BHlucksters, ..-+++> 

Purr ey. .eeeeeeeeess 

Droverge-escccresccsescesese 
cere ee 

ee
 

woeoeaee 

waveesee 

ae eeneee noses 

seaw sees seeeseee esse eee weet cerns 

wee nvenaoee esses 

mee neceneew eres reeee 

ee 

eee 

wee 

eee ve sere nsene 

ene reve aserese 

peewee coer eeeee 

wee acne 
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pations, education, and habits of the prisoners 

sonment, of their terms of servitude, the number 

white and colored 
he Maryland Peni- 

1 
2 
3 
6 
6 

4 
2 

3 
14 

a
 

eh
 
R
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et
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Tanners and curriers, .. 
Waiters, .... ee eee eens 
Teacher of book keeping,..... nee 

Boatmen and Machinist, 

Hotel keeper,......... 

Draymen,.........0.4. 

ee ee Scere rose cease enseneen 

Painters, -...... a eee cee eee nen e cece 
Ditchery.... .cescees 

Soap maker, ...0.sse sees veer cree cece Mes Daring unctee,. we sees cewe cee 

Stage and hack drivers TY a ee en 
Bricklayer, ..... oe cece eeenee 
Tobacconist, ......26 0+ 

Engineer, ...... ee cees 
School master, .. . ee 

eC eens see eaena sence 

ee ee ener es i ee ey 

veoeve Ce emma cece sere vece 

oS er ey 

Chambermaid,... ee pees eects 
ime burner,......+- 

were ee ew esee 

Coal miner,....... 

Umbrella maker, 

Millwright,...... 

Miller, ....... 

Wagoner,..... 

Sempstresses, 

Carters, . wees 

Jewellers,. .... 

Boatmen, ..+... 

Calico printer,. .......eeees 

Printer,. ...0cceeseeeeeee 

Attorney at law,.......6. veeeseeeeuee a 
Wash women and whitewashers, .... : a 
House servants, (niales).... : 
Founder, .. 
Merc Chant, oe cecescev cect eres cece cestecsevene 

Total)... cee ceeeeee 

Education of Prisoners. 

‘Of the prisoners admitted since Dec., 1840, and who are now in 
. the Periiteritiary, who cannot read or write,. 

Can read orily}...- 00. eee ees vieeeee, 
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Can read and write,. ..e.cceecese seas cece ceeenere seeece 

Received a good English education, .... 0000 cse0cesecuseee 

“ classical education,......... sees 
Attended Sunday schools,.... 0.2001 cece cece ceeeeeereree 

acess sence 

Condition and habits of Prisoners. 

Of the prisoners admitted since the above date, and who were 
teft orphang at various ages from infancy upwards,...... 

Never bound out,.... 
Bound out and served until 21,.......06-5. ee eeeeae sevens 

Bound out and Jeft their masters, 

Unmarried,......0...e2 eee 
Married,......02 seen ees 
Widows and widowers,...........+. 
Not habitual drunkards, but drunk when committing the offen- 

CRS, wen eeeeees 
Intemperate, vee ceee eee cereneee eee : 
Sober... 20. -eee ceeece se meee cceeees . 

Terms of Servitude. 

For life, ...0. sec c eee cece seen sree ecenes 

For 40 years,...... Cee e eee ewan eee ene neces eenee oe 

Between 28 and 29 years, 

For 25 years,.....0- 

For 20 yearsy...- eee cece cece ne seeee vewee 
For 18 years,.....cee esses eees ee eee eee senescence 
Between 17 and 18 years, .. 
Between 15 and 16 years,.... 
For 15 years, .... 

Between 14 and 15 years,,. ccs cece eee e eee snnee 

Between 13 and 14 years,.....-...5. sae cees ees . 

Between 12 and 13 years, ..e eee ceee, 

For 12 years,.... eee ceseveee cence seen ee eee cece eee 
For 10 years,........ 

Between 9 and 10 years. 60.06. cece cece cece een renee 

Between 8 and 9 years,.... cc ee eee cece eee 

For 8 yearsy. ccc cece cece sce e ee neencceces 

Between 7 and 8 years,.... cece secs cece cece vececsecanes 
For 7 years,...++ cess. 

Between 6 and 7 years,...c cece seen sees cene cece sces anes 

aa ceme re ene 

weer ee reee 

11% 
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Between 5 and 6 years,... 
For 5 yearsy.......eeceee ees 
Between 4 and 5 years, .. 
For 4 years. 0... .....004 
Between 3 and 4 YeCarsy.cee, 

For 3 years,..... 

eee 

Between 2 and 3 years,....... 
For 2 years,..... 
Between J and 2 years,......, 

Total,.... en eoae 

Recommitments. 
Of 281 prisoners confined in the Penitentiary, Nov. 30, 1847 

who have been committed a second term, .. 
For a third term, 

For a fifth term, 

For a sixth term, 

White males, 

White females, 

Colored males,...... 

Colored females, 

—— 132 

Grand total 

Nov. 30, 1847, 

Statement showing the whole amount of ex ‘penses and profits f, 
the 30th November, 1846, to the Ist December, Be * from 

Dz. 
Cost of provisions,...... o+eeee $10,981 40 
Cost of clothing, exclusive of shoes,.... 2,742 09 
Cost of shoesy..... cee ccceceeecccecs 1,063 50   
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Gost of fuel). ..e.ee eee 1,349 80 

Gost of furniture and bedding,...+..++ 659 93 
$16,696 72 

Household expenses, consisting of amounts paid to pris- 

oners on their discharge, maintenance of convicts, 

not employed in productive departments, cost of oil, 
4,490 60 

14,370 37 

2,366 58 

paints, repairs, &c., Roigecrcerecsevveercccanes 

Salaries and per diem of officers). ..++ssesesee sees 

Discounts paid for the use of money,....-+ see eeee 

$37,924 27 

Cr. 

Gross gain by weaving, and dyeing, and carding and 

spinning Accounts... esse seer seen seers seeee 

Gross gain by cordwaihing account, ...- 

$27,313 28 
2,458 79 

“ sawing account, ...ssecerenseceees 

6 receipts for admission of visitors,..... 

$37,924 27 
— 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Report of the Inspectors of the Penitentiory for the year 1847. 

‘The late indefatigable warden has made a contract with the Navy 

Department for supplying the sailors with shoes and slippers, which 

_ we think will no doubt prove beneficial both to the government and the 

‘institution, and be the means of enabling it to defray its own expenses 

without taking anything from the common treasury, and do away with 

that prejudice which has heretofore existed against the institution, in 

consequence of work done there being brought into competition with 

that manufactured by the enterprising and industrious mechanics of 

the district, because there are no establishments here which enter into 

competition for that class of work, leaving to them the full field for 

their manly enterprise in supplying the more immediate demand of 

| their fellow-citizens by whom they are surtounded. We ate fally iim 
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pressed with the importance of the board of inspectors having a con- 

trolling influence in the appointment of persons connected with the 

institution, and would respectfully recommend the passage of a law 

giving to them a confirmatory power, leaving to the warden the power 

of selection, which would tend in a great measure to act-as a balance 

wheel in its general affairs. 

R. JONES, 

HENRY HAW, 

G. W. PHILLIPS. 

Washington, January 7th, 1848. 

Iam happy to report that the prisoners have experienced their 

usual good health ; and Iam firmly persuaded that less disease oc- 

curred among them than would have happened to the same persons 

out of the penitentiary. Even in the autumnal months, when mala- 

rious diseases are most frequent, and in a locality bordering on the 

Potomac on one side and an extensive marsh on the other, where 

those influences might be expected to be most active, there has ex- 

isted no case of fever so serious as to require being placed in the hos 

pital. No contagious disease has appeared during the year, and not 

asingle death has occurred among the prisoners. 

Dyspeptic aifections have been more frequent than usual; but, under 

strict dietic management and appropriate medicine, have done well. 

In this place I may be allawed to suggest the importance of enlarg« 

ing the prison enclosure, (which the adjoining vacant grounds enable 

Congress at sma}] expense to do,) by which prisoners, laboring under 

diseases of the digestive organs, or any cases where open air and ex-~ 

ercise are needed for their recovery, might be employed in horticul- 

ture or some othe agricultural pursuit ; and might thus, while bene- 

fiting themselves, be useful to others in producing for their use a 

greater variety of wholesome vegetables, so highly conducive to the 

health of prisoners. 
Very respectfully, 

BENJ. S. BOHRER, M.D. 

Washington, January 1, 1848: 

Gextiemen: In making this my annual report of the condition of 

the prisoners in this institution, permit me to say that the past’ year 

has been marked by good deportmetit of the prisotiers, contentment, 

and quietness.  
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I believe that great good has been done by the regular Sabbath in- 

structions, and all appear to be thankful for the attention paid to 

their religious and moral w' elfare. 

I have a school in operation, assisted by some of the prisoners ; 

a number has been taught to read the past year. 

Yours, &c., 
JOHN B. FERGUSON, 

Chaplain. 

Penitentiary for the District of Columbia in account current with the 

United States. 
Dr. 

To balance in the treasury of the United States and un- 
drawn, December 31, 1846,..... ceees 

To amount of appropriation by act of Congress (approv- 

ed) for repairs of the penitentiary wharf. cee.eeeae 

To amount of appropriation by act of Congress, (approv- 

ed) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1848,....... 

To amount received on outstanding accounts and the la- 

bor of convicts, and for articles manufactured and 

sold at the penitentiary,...... saaees 

To balance in hands of warden and unexpended, De- 

cember 31, 1847,.... wees e eee 

To balance in the treasury of the United States ‘and un- 

drawn, December 31, 1847,. Pewee ree toren ieee 

Cr. 

By balance due the warden on settlement of his account, 

December, 31, 1846,.. ae cee cee ence 

By amount paid for clothing for prisoners,.....+.+++. 
By amount paid for tools and materials to be worked up 

in carpenter’s shop,.. ecetaee 

By amount paid for tools ‘and materials to be worked up 

in broom factory,.......e.eeees 
By amount paid for tools and materials to be worked up 

in shoe factory,..cesceecceaescee cece csereccace 

$5,111 46 

600 00 

7,389 46 

8,576 78 

21,677 70 

$298 59 

4,689 46 

4,988 05 
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By amount paid for rations,.... 

By amount paid incidental expenses, including statione- 

ry, books, postage, &C.,..... eee ne 

By amount paid-officers their salaries,....... 0.6 ee 

By amount paid discharged convicts,......+eeeeee0- 

By amount paid bill of repairs for penitentiary wharf. 

By amount paid for improvements end repairs,....... 

By amount paid for new carriage for use of the peniten- 

tiary, and for horse feed). .... cence 
By amount paid for junk,......... 

By amount paid hospital expenses, medicines, &c.,.... 

By amount paid for fuel and lights, .-.. 

By balance in hands of warden and unexpended, De- 

cember 31, 1847, 

By balance in the treasury of the United States and un- 

drawn, December 31, 1847,......26 0.0008 eeceee 

Statement showing the income from the labor of convicts, 

27 

01 

68 

00 

00 

99 

68 
36 15 

47 43 

652 25 

16,689 65 

298 59 

4,489 46 

21,677 70 

and the ordi- 

nary expenditures for the support of the Penitentiary for the year 

ending December 31, 1847. 

Dr. 
To amount of rations consumed by the prisoners, 

To amount of clothing furnished prisoners and discharg- 

€d CONVICTS, Le cee cee cee ee cee cee e ne enes 

To amount paid for fuel and lights for prison, guard 
room and office,......- 

To amount paid for carriage, horse feed, 

To amount paid discharged convicts, .......... eeeee 

To amount paid incidental expenses, stationery, books, 

postage, &c.,.. owen eeeee see neee 

To amount paid officers, their salaries, 

To amount paid hospital expenses, medicines, flannel 

for the sick, &c.,.....06+. eee eeeaee cee e cece 

To balance, excess of expenditures over income,...... 

$1,433 39 

394 01 

652 25 

273 68 

60 00 

101 01 
9,524 68 

66 28 

$12,515 30 

$9,727 39  
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$12,515 30 
—_— 

— 
ver income, ...0¢ 

By shoe factory for ...sesseeseer seen sree ceeeeres 

°s and blacksmith’s shops,..++eeeereeere 

excess of expenditures 0 

By carpenter 

By balance, 
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Recapitulation. 
Jan. 1, 1847,. 56 

we. AT 

713 

Number of prisoners confined in the penitentiary: 

do received during the year 1847, ..++++ 

Total in all the yearj..es sere eee 

Discharged by expiration of sentence, 

Pardoned, ...-.sse+eeree% 

Remaining in the penitentiary December 31, 1847, ..0+eee+s 

Of the whole number in this prison in all the year, are : 

Convicted and received for the 1st time,..-- 

do do 

do 3d time, 

do 4th time, 

do 5th time, 

Total, ....+0e0% 

CRAVEN ASHFORD, 

Clerk of the Penitrntiary. 

VIRGINIA. 

Annual Report of the Board of Directors of the Penitentiary Instt- 

tution, 1847. 

PENITENTIARY OF VIRGINIA, } 
October 30th, 1847. 

On the Ist of October, 1846, there were in prison 143 white per- 

sons and 82 free negroes, in all 225. On the 1st instant, there were 

131 whites and 80 free negroes, making 211 in prison, being @ de- 

crease of 12 whites and 2 colored persons. This decrease was not ‘ne 

result, however, of any diminution of crime, but an imerease ° 

deaths, pardons and discharges. Eleven deaths occurred, twenty- we 

pardons were granted, and twenty-four discharged, making an agers 

gate of 67, or about thirty percent. on the whole number in prison 

the commencement of the year. In the preceding fiscal year, there 

were two deaths, one execution, nine pardons and thirty four fischer: 

ges, in all 36, being less by thirty-one. In that year the receip 
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were 43 whites and 10 free negroes—53 : and last year, 35 whites, 

18 free negroes, making also 53 ; and exhibiting the remarkable fact » 

that while there was a diminution of eight among the whites, there 

was an increase of eight among the free negroes. The proportion 

which the free negroes in prison bears to the whites is worse for them 

this year than it was last. They then stood 82 to 143 : they now 

stand 80 to 131. There were six slaves received during the year for 

sale and transportation. There was one on hand at the beginning of 

the year, and one sold since, leaving six in prison the 30th ult. 

It will readily be seen that the effective mechanical force was very 

much weakened during the year by the loss of so large a portion of the 

more experienced operatives, and the accession among the new com- 

ers of so great a proportion of negroes. The manufacturing opera- 

tions have suffered this year from these causes more than usual, not 

only from the increased number of deaths and pardons, but from the 

incompetency of those who came in to{perform the desired services. 

But in addition to the derangements incident to the circumstances just 

mentioned, [ regret to say that the amount of disease was perhaps 

greater than in any former year, (except that of the cholera,) render- 

ing the unfortunate inmates less able to perform their accustomed la- 

bor than usual. 

The following statement will exhibit the earnings for the last tour 

years i 

  

Years ending the Sep. 30, 1844, |Sep. 30, 1815. |Sep. 30, 1846.|Sep. 30, 1847. 

9,705 002 585 6. 9,536 663 8, 302 154 
3 7,429 65¢ 

a 

3,802 911 | 5,346 32) | 6,211 44 ; 
53288 79 | 43670 83 
4,947 043 | 5,680 262 

4,074 314 
5,167 874 

24,174 16 2,5983 94 26,082 933 
Productions of garden above 
expenses in money, 267 95 430 32 482 24 

$23,168 44 24,442 11 

  

By ward No. 1, +... 
By ward No. 2,.. 
By ward No. 3, .. 
By ward No. 4, 
  

      26,414 26     26,565 173 
  

Thus it will be seen that the earnings have exceeded those of 

1846 by $150.91, and in fact are greater than in any preceding year. 

The execution of Moses Johnson in December, 1845, for rebellion, 

and the murder of an officer, and the punishment within this year of 

John Evans, by an increase of sentence, for rebellion and assault of 

an officer ; the like punishment of John Collom for an escape, and 

the prosecution now depending against James Phillips, also for an 
[Assembly, No. 243. | 29  
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escape, have produced a decided improvement in discipline and sub- 

ordination. But the laws are defective in regard both to trial and 

punishment in these cases ; nor does the law provide a sufficient 

protection to prisoners against prisoners for assaults, wounds, &c. 
Very high crimes may be committed by prisoners under sentences for 
life, almost with impunity. 

Jane Hailstock (a free negro woman whose sentence of death for 

burning a dwelling house was commuted by act of assembly to ten 

Years imprisonment in this institution,) was received on the 2d day of 

July last, and on thel13th of August delivered of a male child, which 

is in good health and doing well. It is believed that some legisla- 

tive action in reference to the child will be proper. 

The Penitentiary of Virginia, in account with the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 

1846. Dz. 

Oct. 1, To amount on hand,per inventory of this date: 

Raw materials, ...........2.. $4,522 53 

Machinery, tools, &c., ........ 5,378 75 

Raw materials, upon which. labor 

has been expended,......... 1,585 34 

Manufactured articles, ........ 7,815 79 

Articles of contingency,. ..... 2,259 22 
—~—— $21,061 64 

1847. 

Sept. 30. To general agent for sundries: 

Raw materials, purchased since 

October 1, 1846,.......... $25,943 43 

Buel,.. cc cscs cece esse cere ee 2,254 63 
Materials for permanent improve- 

TENE, eee e ee cee reece ces 2,097 55 

Contingent expenses at peniten- 

ict etenes 321 66 

Hospital stores,.... 0... ...005 549 90 

Discharged convicts,..... sees 407 53 

Stationery,.....ce¢ cece eeeee 63 60 

Gardening, ...... tee eee eeee 73 08 

Contingent compensation assist- 

ant keepers, ..........06. . 645 00 

  

No, 243. { 451 

Reductions on manufactures, by 
order of board, .......... +. 

Discounts to enable agent to make 
sales, by order of board, .... 

Compensation for interior guard 
for six months,......., 

1,585 06 

890 57 

900 00 
——— 36,232 01 

To commonwealth of Virginia: 
Amount of compensation of the 

board of directors from Oct. 
1, 1846, to date, 

Amount of salaries of superin- 
tendent and other officers, in- 
cluding surgeon, ..., 

Rations purchased by 

the superintendent, 
by order of the 

board, from Oct. 
1, 1846, to date,., $4,010 72 

Add for da onhand 
last year,......., 37 28 

  

$4,048 00 
Deduct for do. on 

hand at date,...., 139 73 

  

Sundry vegetables on hand Oct. 
1, 1846, 2... ee, hace 

Sundry vegetables raised in 1847 
and used to date, .. 

To balance, .... 

$792 00 

7,060 96 

3,908 27 
——— 11,761 23 

$255 75 

197 72 
——-——- 453.47 

7,204 431 THR eee wea teense nns 

$76,712 784 
—_———= 
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Balance brought down, . $7,204 434 

Commission of general agent,..-- $3,771 87 

Contingent expenses at store,..++ 133 87 
———— 3,905 74 

—_— nen 

Balance on manufacturing and mercantile ope- 

rations, .-++eeeses vevnee 
$3,298 694 

—_—_— 

*Amount for transportation of convicts,..++- $3,542 52 

Amount for guard for interior of penitentiary 

for six months,. sass 
900 00 

. By g seneral agent: 

For “sundries delivered to him ‘from Oct. 1, 1846, to date: 

Cash sales made at the penitenr 

tary; .-se-s 

Credit sales made at the peniten- 

tiary, 

Articles delivered him during 

week,....-> sees 

Articles delivered hin by the 

board, 

Clothing furnished Fastern AY 

jum, ...+-- sen nweneee 

_ $9,108 38 

8,856 17 

7.165 37) 

By the commonw ealth of Virginia: 

For clothing, &c., furnished priso- 

ners and transports, ward 1,..-- 

For clothing furnished discharged 

convicts, ward 1, 290 75 

For permanent improv ement, &e., 

by ward 1, 0+. eeee serene 114 00 

For materials and labor on perma- 

nent improvements, ward 2,... 34 90 

For materials and labor on new 

shops, ward 2, 146 17 

of each convict, $66.84. 
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_For cloth, &c., furnished for pri- 
soners and transports, ward 3,. 1,638 46 

For work on new shops, ward 3,. 108 87 

For materials, &c., furnished, re- 

- pairs and labor on permanent 

improvements, ward 4,...... 162 52 

For materials and labor on new . 

shops, ward 4,...........6. 1,152 65 

For materials for perma- 

nent improvements, 

paid for by gen’] ag’t, 
aS per contract,..... 1,709 19 

For money paid guard to 

attend prisoners at 

work on capitol square 

For materials for Gov’s 
house, &c., paid by 

agent, .... seesseee 208 36 
—-— 2,097 55 

. 6,746 58 
By materials furnished and labor 

done on capitol square and 

Governor’s house, to wit: 

Ward No. T,....2006- $283 53 

Qeceeesese 150 77 
Byeceeeseee 271 40 
4y.cssecees 436 86 

1,142 56 

By amount of contingent accounts: 

Ward No. 1, ..sceessecseeeses $21 30 
seeeceeteveesees 2781 

3 seeeeccoeceeecess§ 84 35 

pceseeesetaceeeses 252 15 
——. 

By vegetables raised in 1847,.....04. 
By amount on hand, per inventory this date, 

viz: 

Raw materials, ......00.+00.. $7,859 66 

Machinery, tools, &c., ...5.008 6,078 46  
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Raw materials upon which labor 

has been expended,...--+++ 

Manufactured articles,...--- 

Articles of contingency, 24,552 30 
—_———— 
$76,712 785 
—— 

CHARLES S. MORGAN, 
Superintendent. 

for 1847, showing the balances in favor of 

each department. 

department, 

Manufacturing operations 

$8,302 153 

7,429 633 
4,670 83 
5,680 29% 

406 12 

$26,489 053 
———— 

Shoemakers’ , harnessmakers’, and tailors’ 

Blacksmith and axemakers’ department,...+.+++++ oe 

Weaving department, «-++++++ 

Wheelwrights’ carpenters’ and coopers’ department, .. 

. 

Garden,...seeee9> 

Total, cceeeecerecercreret 

Slaves for sale and transportation. 

On the ist October, 1846, there were in prison + 

awee rece nee ree 

Females, . 

Received from October 1, 1846, to September 29, 1R47 : 

Males, 

Females,....e++ 

Sold by the executive : 

Males, ...+> 

Females,..seserscerer
t’ 

Remaining in prison September 30, 1847 : 

Males, .. 

Females,....sseseeee> 

wow cceescce sree eee rere nese eres 
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Table of the number 0; e€rsos confined n the I entlentiary on the of p s v 

30th day of September, 184 7, their crimes and sentences 

Crimes. 

For murder in the second degree, 
do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
do 

do 
do 

Voluntary manslaughter,.... 

do do. 
do 

Unlawful stabbing, 

do . 

do 

do see 

Maiming,....... 

Malicious wounding, 
Unlawiul shooting, ........ 

Nalicious shooting, ....... 
Naining by shooting,. 6.2.6.0, 
Unlawfal maiming and disfiguring 

Assaulting,y*.....05. ve 
Rape, ... 

Highway robbery, 4th offence " 
Robbery, 

do. 

Accessary, ... 
Barn burning,.... 

do eee 
ATSON, © oo eee eee eeeee 

Burglary, ....0..0005 

White 
1 

3 

te 

e
e
e
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n
s
 

Colored, 

i 

1 

1 

1 
2 

1 
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Seat, y’rs, 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 
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Burglary, .--seerers 

do seeeeee 

do cece vaceceeeeeree 

Burglary and other felony, ..seeees 

Burglary and larceny,.-. - 

do a 

do 

do 

do do 2d offence,..--- 

Felony and breaking store). .+++++ eee" 

Breaking store and larceny, «+++++++** 

do do eee 

do do 

do do 

Horse stealing. ..resseeeeetee 

Qd offence, scssereeees 

and larceny, 2d offence,. 

do 

Mule siealing, - - 

Hog stealing,...ssesreeerrsre
en ete 

Cow stealing). ..eseeerees 

Grand larceny,.-.+seseeeer
eseretnr’s 

ese vovecece seca ree® 

ee erenasee 

do cece cena eseensen cere 

do cane eee ensee esse eeee 

do pe ee cece eseneeeeeeee 

do wee cscs ooee ener sess 

do Od offence,... seen reer 

do do 

do do 

Stealing slaves, ss +seeeerere esse eee 

ames eeonet 

eer eeenene 

do cewe sees eeee nase sees 

do cece nee neeneneenes 

do cece nese e ee acne anes 

Stealing slavesand larceny,.-+++++ +++" 

do do sueeenaens 

Aiding slaves to abscond, ...++++++++* 

Enticing slaves to abscond, ...eeeeees 

do do aeeeeeeree 
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3 10 
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Enticing slaves to abscond, 2d offence, . . 

Enticing slave to abscond, stealing horse, 

Forgeryy.. cece cece 

Passing counterfeit money,.........++ 

Passing counterfeit bank notes, 

Stealing bank notes, 
Poisoning, .. 

Receiving stolen good 
Embezzlement, ... 
Forging free papers, 2d offence, 

Bigamy, ........ 

Petit larceny. 2d offence, .. 

  

é x 

No. 243.] 

GO aceee love aceeee 

do 2 indictments, ...... 

do 4 do 

do 4 do wee 
do 2d offence, .......... tee 

pe
d 
D
e
 

f
e
t
e
 

do and having tocls, 
do 2d offence, 

eee eee 

do 2d offence, e
n
 

e
e
 
ol

 
l
d
 

Syvseeee suecees 

es 

Total number, 

September, 1847, there were natives of 
Virginia, ... cee cece cece cence sre meee ecen sees 

Pennsylvania, «...cce eee eaees 

New-York, seen ev eeeee 

Maryland, .......0c. cece seen aeons . 

North Corolina,... ccc ccs c cscs eee ence ceen cece 

Tennessee, . occ cae cscs cnet cues cette cece cnes 

Ohio, ... ces cece cece 
New-Jersey,. ces ceeeceneeeenes : 

Connecticut, ...ceccscccvereeecresccverseseves 

Enrngland,........ cece seccaser snc reeeceaveees 
Freland, wc... cece cece ene e eens 

Germany,.....+-. 

Maine, .......45 

wea cece ees 

ee) 

wee eee meee cere eeenesae 

South Carolina, .... ccc cece eee ce ee eee enee eens 

Tilinois, 2... cece cee cee eee cern teen aseeeene 

Delaware, ...cce cece ceas ceesvnecsvesseneges 

Re)
 | 
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Of the number of convicts remaining in the Penitentiary on the 30th 

3 > 
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Shewing the ages of the convicts in the penitentiary on the 30th Sep- 
; 

8 tember, 1847, at the time they were received. 
dye. ooeeee ae os von 

Males. , 36 

From 14 to 20 there were...-.eseeeereee : : on a 74 ooo 

20 to 25 do ane . : ee eeees 4% 

25 to 30 do 

30 to 35 do 

35 to40 do 
40 to 45 do 

Time lost by the sick treated in their cells, 

45 to 50 do . cue e cece ee eee nese neers : . Time lost by solitary confinement,.... 

50 to 60 do 
60 to 80 do 

Ages not known,...+++ 

509 

Total number of days lost,....... 

White males received, 1846,....... . sees . cote yee > tee eeeeee 

Whole number “ 

20 to 25 

25 to 30 

30 to 40 cee 
. . . 

40 to 60 ceeaees dees . White males received in 9 months, 1847. 
Colored “* x ‘“ 

— “females, 

211 Whole number 
Pardoned,.... 2.2... 

4 table of admittances into the Hospital, and number of days lost by 

sickness in each ward, with the total number, from 1st October, 1846, 

to 30th September, 1847. No. No. 

Months. 
admittances. days lost. . 

1846—October,...-.- eee ees eee 15 237 Emploun . _ 

November, 32 393 ploynvent of prisoners in che Penitentiary of Virginia on the 20th 

December,...+--> . wae (32 239 September, 1847. 

1847—January, .+.+ 0 19 133 Number of white men,...... 

February, oe. see + eee eeee se eeeees 14. 120 Number of colored men,.... 

March, ...0 ce ee reece seen eee ee 28 170 

April, cece cece cece ee eeeeee erence 20 239 

Mayy.eeeeeee sees ces 26 260 
Tune, wees Cece et eee eeeeterees sees O82 me Ne 
Julysccee cece seas ececeeeeseeneses 82 Fe ant book making, , Hamess making,....... 

Tailoring, .........0005 
Runners and binders,...... 

rey 4 Discharged, 

Number received £ 2d, 3 i amber received for Ist, 2d, 3d or 4th convictions,.. se eae   
Tota! number of men,........ 

August,..scseeenes  
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Biacksmithing,...+-+++- 

Striking and stone cutting,..++.eserr errs sere 

Axe making,... 

Axe grinding and polishing,...esceseeeeseerercecse
® 

Axe strikers,..
sseeee ever ccec cree ceseseeeenee re

te 

Ward No. 3. 

Warping and web twistingy.ss+ererssereerer sree” 

Weaving, .scececeecrsccreteeneeecee 
cere seen eee 

Wool SpiNning..seceeesereeeserenseerecee 
sere eee 

‘Wool splicing and picking,..+++sssererrerscreee 
nes 

Quilling and spooling,..-+seessereeereeeret 
eee 

Wool carding;...sssesererseceree? 
reese snens ges 

Runner, ...0 ese rere eens cece ce eeeceeete 

w
 w
w
 

J
e
w
 
B
a
y
 

Wheelwrighting, ..++sserreererererereer se
ss! 

Carpentering, ..ceses
eerer sere ceereese seen eee 

Coopering, «+++ +++: seeneseeeseene nesses! 

Painting,..ssseee
eeeesenseene ne encnee reese 

Rumner,. ccs sees eeeer sets cece ewes cece eeneeeee 
J
e
e
 

n
m
o
m
 

Ward No. 5. 

Yard hands,...-seseseresseecceeee
erers eee 

Runner,. cc. cece er eeees 
. 

Washers, ..essece seen eerr en enees 

Engineer and miller,...++sessereeserss
rsercees eee’ 

Nurse,sscec
cceanee cess ceserseee creer sree e eee 

Cooks, ose ceeeecceecerereerreetes
s . 

Invalids, and in solitude, ...+.seereerreccerers
ereres 

White women engaged in sewing, . pence enews eeeeeenes 

Colored women engaged in binding, Revjprseeucceeecere 

l
e
w
 
l
o
r
r
v
w
H
e
e
 

Total of all colors and both sexes,.+.e.ereeeerceseces 

Report of the Surgeon and Superintendent. 

The quantum of disease in the penitentiary during the last year 

was greater than in the preceding one—-382 cases were treated—-282 
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were admitted into the hospital, and 100 were treated while engaged 

in light work, besides the very many of slighter indispositions which 

required a single prescription only for their relief. Although the 

amount of sickness was very great, greater perhaps than has ever 

before occurred in this institution, it was highly gratifying to us that 

no acute case terminated fatally, and that the deaths were exclusively 

confined to the incurable chronic ones, in all of which on examination 

of their bodies after death, structural disease and change of one or 

more of the important vital organs were found to exist. The depres- 

sing influence of the deprivation of liberty and its restrictions on the 

mind, and operating through it on the body, and affecting injuriously 

the organic functions, together with insufficient exercise and ventila- 

tion, are prolific sources of disease and death in all prisons, and are 

productive in them of more disease and of a higher ratio of mortality 
than occur in general society. But that there were causes indepen- 

dently of these, to which this increase of disease was attributable, and - 

without the walls of the prison, is evident from the fact that a like 

inerease was observed in the public guard. (124 cases were treated 

in the armory hospital.) The taking of the water from the pond 

near the penitentiary, by the James river and Kanawha company, in 

May, and keeping it out for some time, and the mud and decaying 

vegetable matter of its bottom being thrown on its banks and exposed 
toa hot sun, generated miasma, and this was doubtless the main 

cause of the great amount of disease at that time both in the public 

guard and in the penitentiary. 

The marsh near the prison has been for years a fruitful source of 

disease, and must continue to be so until thoroughly drained. The 
want of bodily cleanliness has, in our opinion, heretofore been the 
cause of much disease among the prisoners. This has been removed 
by the adoption in July of a system of bathing of all of them regular- 

ly once in two weeks. It has been in operation too short a time to 

report experimentally its effects; there has, however, been less dis- 

ease since, and the appearance of the convicts has improved.  
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Annual report of the Penitentiary Institution, 1848. 

Superintendent’s Report. 
PENITENTIARY OF VIRGINIA, 

Octobér, 30, 1848 

To the Board of Directors. 

Grnriemen—With a diminished number of prisoners, the manu- 

factures have been increased. In consequence, however of low pri- 

ces, the aggregate sum earned over the cost of raw materials was less 

than in the preceding year, but the average earning of each prisoner 

was greater. Thus it will be seen by the general statement, that the 

aggregate amount of manufactures, cash and accounts delivered the 

general agent, and goods to the asylums, within the year, was $47,- 

010.59, while for the year before, the amount was $43,337.41; 2 

difference of $3,673.18. The balance for the year in favor of ma- 

nufacturing Zoperations was $7,023.82: and after deducting the 

agent’s commissions and expenses of the store, (4,211.03,) the final 

balance it will be seen was $2,812.77. The full compensation of 

the interior guard is now charged upon the operations of the institu- 

tion, which until two years ago, formed part of the appropriation to 

the public guard. ; 

The following statement exhibits the aggregate amount of earnings 

and: productions over the cost of raw materials in each of the last, 

five years. 
  a 

Years ending. |Sep. 30 r341|sep. 30 1845 Sep. 30 1846|Bep. 30 1847 (Sep. 30 1848 

re 15} | 7,487 55 No. 1,..| 9,705 003 9,536 66} 02 153 | 7, 
By ward, Ne 2 | 32802 ait 5346 32: | 6,211 44° | 7; 

No.3..| 4391 954 | 43074 31} | 5,288 79 | 4,670 83 
No. 4..; 4,84 17] | 5,167 89 | 4,947 04g | 5,580 293 

22,744 04 24,174 16 | 23,983 94 | 26,082 939 | 

  

9,585 654 

  
ol 
    

Productions of the 
arden above 

expenses i 
  

“| 420 0 | 267 % | 

\"gasr6s 44_ | 24,442 11 | 26,414 26 | 26,565 173 
———— 

25,615 43 | 
      

430 32 | 482 24 | 373 B 

Tt will be seen from the above, that although the manufactures of 

last year amounted to more than those of the year before, by $3,673 

48 cents, yet the actual aggregate amount earned in the year above; 

the cost of raw materials, was less by $949.74. The average nun 

ber of prisoners last year, (ascertained quarterly,) was 212, and con: 

sequently they each earned at the rate of $120.82; while the yen 

before the average number was 222, and the earnings at the rate 0 

$119.66. To see how numbers affect the operation of a prison, the 

ference may be had to that of Ohio, where, for the year ending 
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30th of November, 1847, the!prisoners averaged 471, and the aggre- 
gate amount earned, (including $1,084.37 fees from visitors, and 

$780 .86 from bearding United Stntes prisoners,) was $44.082 .21, and 

consequently the, earnings by each prisoner, was at the rate of $93 .59, 

(being less than the rate in this prison by $27.23.) . After paying 
expenses, ($28,678 .20,) the balance in favor of the prison was $15,- 
404.01. Thus proving that large establishments making small indi- 

vidual earnings, may accumulate larger aggregate sums, and have lar- 
ger balances, than"smaller establishments, making better individual 

earnings. 
The year commenced with 131 white and 80 colored convicts, ma- 

king 211, and 6 slaves detained for sale and transportation, in all217. 

In the course of the year 17 white and 16 colored convicts, making 
33, were received, (20 more than the year before,) 9 were pardoned, 
9 died, and 26 were discharged, making 44; leaving in prison the Ist 

instant, 119 white, and 81 colored convicts, making 200. The time 

lost by sickness was 2,486 days, and solitude 1,776, making, 4,252, 

against 3,268,%for sickness, and 1,186 for solitude, in the preceding 

year, making 4,454. 
The prosperous condition of the institution may be seen in the fact, 

that improvements have been carried on without any appropriation 

from the public treasury, while the public mind has been most unfa- 
vourably impressed towards the success of the establishment, But 

the salutary lessons taught by the operations of this institution, in an 

experience of more than thirty years, have been overlooked, or mis- 

apprehended, in framing the Criminal Code, passed at the last session 
of the general assembly ; and unless speedy alterations be made in 

some of its provisions, the earnings of the prison wil] diminish as 

rapidly for some years to come, as they have increased for the last 

eight or ten. In many cases the new code provides terms of impri- 

sonment much shorter than those in the code of 1819, for like of- 

fences ; which latter soon proved entirely inadequate to the suppres- 

sion of crime, or the improvement of offenders. Indeed, crime in- 
creased under its provisions to an alarming degree, the prison became 

more expensive to the state, and no evidence existed of an improved 

condition of offenders. These laws had been introduced and enacted 

from time to time, previous to the revisal, with the exception of some 
amendments then made. The following three periods of time will 

exhibit the increase of crime under their influence, to wit: 

[| Assembly, No. 243.] 30  
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Prisoners received. 

In the year 1812,......0002eee eee 
1813, .....eeee 
1814, ...0s 
IBIS, wees ee eee 

areoece 

re 

Total, .. 0 esas 

Averages... cceeeeeee 

In the year 1816,.......0000e 
IS1T, cece ceeeee 
1818, ...... 
1819, .se0e 

In the year 1820, ... 

1821, ee. eee 
1822, . 
1823, . 

Total, .....+.. 
Average, ....+ 

The code of 1819 went into force on the Ist of January, 1820. 

Thus it will be seen that in twelve years, crime had doubled, being 

much too large a proportion for the increase of population. 

The legislature being satisfied that the penitentiary system, under 

the code of 1819, did not produce sufficient restraint or moral im- 
provement among the free negro population, provided by act of the 

Qist of February, 1823, that for all felonies committed by them, 

theretofore punishable by imprisonment in the penitentiary for more 

than two years, should be punished by stripes, sale and transportation 

beyond the limits of the United States. 
The legislature, after farther experience, became satisfied of the 

futility of imprisoning white persons in the penitentiary for less than 

two years, and accordingly, on the 9th of March, 1826, enacted that 

two years should be the shortest term for them. Free negroes con- 

tinued to be transported until by act of the 12th of February, 1828, 

the legislature provided, that instead of stripes, sale and transporta- 
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tion, they should be confined in the penitentitary for not less than 
five nor more than eighteen years. 

The following periods of time, with the numbers received, will ex- 

hibit the effects of’ the three systems for the punishment of free negroes. 

Free negroes and mulattoes received under the Revised Code of 1819, 

Mn 1819,.... 0.4... 

1821,.. 

49 
Average, .. . seees : eee 124 

The act of the 9th of March, 1826, fixing the short terms for white 

Persons to two years, after an experience of seventeen years, was al 
tered by act of the 25th of March, 1843, and three years prescribed 
This act, with that of 1828, (fixing five years for the shortest term: 
for free colored persons,) continued in force until the first day of Jun 
’st, when the Criminal Code went into effect. From 1829 to 1844  
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both inclusive, making fourteen years, while the acts of 1826 and 

4828 were in force, seven hundred and. eighty-three persons of both 

colors were received ; being an annual average of nearly fifty-six ; 

while from 1844 to 1847, under the act of 1828 and 1843, a space 

of four years, two hundred and eleven persons were received, or an 

annual average of nearly fifty-three. 

If the increase of population were taken into consideration, the 

contrast would be greater. Jt is proper to remark, that petit larceny 

has been changed since 1819, so that it extends to the stealing of 

twenty dollars instead of four, This has necessarily subtracted a 

But the intro- 

duction of new crimes will compensate for this loss. It may be said 

that very short terms of punishment are necessary to ensure convic- 

tions ; but this is at best an imputation upon the moral character of 

small number from the penitentiary roll of offences. 

our tribunals of justice and the people themselves, which is not well 

founded. On the contrary, my observation has led me to believe that 

all impediment which might be supposed to exist on the subject, has 

met an ample remedy in executive pardons. 

Great efforts have been made for many years to adapt the laws to 

the system, and the institetion to the Jaws, in such manner as to be 

relied on as a safe, humane and practicable system of criminal punish- 

ments, rendering to the community that protection which simple jus 

tice and the freedom of our institutions have a right to demand. All 

experience has proved, that thet penitentiary system is best, which 

invariably imposes on cach otfender a term of imprisonment long 

enough to acquire a good trade and fully refund the state for the ex: 

penses incurred in his restraint and punishment. Justice at least de 

mands it; and as a general rule it should be observed. Otherwise 

the innocent may be always borne down with taxes to support the 

wicked in their rapacious experiments on society. While many im 

perfections existed in the criminal law previous to the first of June, 

and which have been greatly improved by the nex code, justice au 

thorises me to say that this institution under those laws produced 4 

greater moral influence by far, over the community, in prohibiting 

crime, than any other penitentiary in the United States, or perhaps in 

any existing civil government has done. Crime in this, as in every 

other country, of the lower grades, is mostly the offspring of laziness, 

coupled with some predominating vicious propensity ; and nothing is 

better calculated to restrain it than the certainty of hard labor in pe 

son long cnough to pay expenses. 

bo 
J evps may wg 
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All offences which are not of a character to justify imprisonment 

in the penitentiary at least three years for white persons, and five for 
free negroes and mulattoes, had better be punished in some other 

way. Neither public justice nor individual security requires that the 

penitentiary should be filled up and encumbered with persons, who, 

frora the suortness of sentences, have no hope of improving im, or 

learning a trade ; and who will, therefore, feel but little inclination 

to try. Much better that such persous should be imprisoned in the 

county or corporation jails, and be saved from the ignominy of the 
felon. 

While insufficient punishments arc injuricus to the system, so lilre- 

wise are those which are excessive. The old law was particularly 
so in consigning all free negroes and mulattoes tv imprisonment for 

life for second offences ; and white persons, in cases where the se- 

cond offence was not punishable for less than five years. The legis- 

latare has wisely adopted in the new code a more bumane principle ; 

and I think it might, with seme modification, be made to apply to 
cases already in the penitentiary. 

In May last a conspiracy was found to be on foot, the objects of 

which were to murder oificers and guards, to burn down the shops 

to break the wing gates, aud to eseape in the confusion produced b 
the fire and murder. The conspiracy was headed by one of the cold. 

est hearted yaurderers im prison, who with the other ringleaders, com- 

posed of about half a dozen desperate feriows, were bound together 

waht ie ee a ve penalty of certain death to any who 

falier, ne toa knowledge of the conspiracy and divulge 

it. The plot was well laid for mischief, but with little prospect of 

real benefit to any. It was discovered in due time, and six of the 

leaders have since been secured in their cells. One is under a sen- 

tte for ford years and oe years ; one, a second offence, and for 

" 9 er prosecution for a second offence, 
which will be for life, if convicted ; one for 5 years, a second offence 

of petit larceny ; and one for 3 years, for forgery.   Tron bedsteads have been introduced, which it is believed will add 
freatly to the comfort of the prisoners. 

Several ministers of the gospel and pious ladies, have as usual at- 
fended the prison, and it is hoped with beneficial results to some of 
the inmates. 

CHARLES 8S. MORGAN, 

Superintendent.  
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The Penitentiary of Virginia in account with the Commonwealth of 

Virginia. 

Dr. 

1847. 

Oct. 1. To amount on hand, per mventory of this date : 

$7,859 66 
6.078 46 

Raw materials, 

Machinery, tools, &c.,.-++ +++ 

Raw materials, upon which labor 

has been expended, 

Manufactured articles,......++- 

Articles of contingency,.« 
——---——— $24,552 30 

1848. 

Sep. 930, To general agent for sundries : 

Raw materials purchased since Oc- 

tober 1, 1847, .. .6$27,173 81 

Fuel, weseseeeee 2,318 92 

Materials for permanent improve- 
597 54 

712 26 

341 52 

ments,..-+ 

Contingent expenses at peniten’y, 

Hospital stores,...- 

Discharged convicts, ..++.+++ 431 72 

Stationery, 
33. 80 

Gardening)... sees eer eeeees 77 22 

Contingent compensation assistant 

keepers, 600 00 

Reductions on manufactures, by 

order of the board,......e04- 

Discounts to enable agent to make 

sales, by order of the board, .. 

Compensation for interior guard,. 

911 28 

983 39 
1,980 00 
———- 36,161 46 

To commonwealth of Virginia : 

Amount of compensation of the bd. 

of directors from Oct. 1, 1847, 

to date, ...cseseeeneeerere 747 00 

Carried forward,. ce. see 
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Brought forward,........... 
Sep. 30, Amount of salaries of superinten- 

dent and other officers, includ- 

ing surgeon, ... 

Rations pur’sed by the 

superin’dent, by or- 

der of the board, from 

Oct. 1st,’47, to date, $3,098 37 

Add for do. on hand 
30th Sept. 1847,.... 139 73 

$3,238 10 
Deduct for do. on hand 

at date, .......00, 48 

10 2 

To garden : 080 22 

Sundry vegetableson hand Oct. 1, 

1847,.. 
Sundry vegetables raised in 1848 

and used to date,........006 200 50 

To materials and making iron bed- p98 10 

steads,.......0- sees 943 50 

$72,901 58 
To balance, 7,023 82 

$79,925 40 

Balance brought down,......... 
Commission of general 

caceserese 4,082 80 

Contingent expenses at 

7,023 82 

agent,.. 

128 25 
————-_ 4,211 05 

ween 

Balance on manufacturing and 
mercantile operations,........ $2,812 77 

Amount for transportation of convicts,,.,. $3,006 12  
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1848. 
Sep. 30, By generai agent : 

For sundries delivered to him from Oct. 1, 1847, to date : 

For cash sales made at the peni- 

tentiary, sees cece eee veee ee $5,621 32 

For credit sales, .. 11,739 60 

Forarticles{delivered during week 6,788 48 

For da do by the board, 21,870 03 

46,019 43 . 

Forclothing furnished lunatic asy- 
991 16 

—_—— $47,010 59 
By the commonwealth of Virginia : 

For clothing, &c., furnished pris- 
oners and transports, ward 1,.. 944 06 

For clothing, &c., furnished dis- 

charged convicts, ward 1, 252 62 

For permanent improvements, 
&c., ward 1,.... sae 299 00 

For materials and labor on perma- 

nent improvements and repairs, 
ward No. 2,.2e.eeeeeeeeees 1,697 95 

For cloth, &c., furnished for pris- 
oners and transports, ward No. 

1,162 19 

For materials, &c., furnished, re- 

pairs and labor on permanent 
improvements, ward 3)...+.+.. 50 60 

For do. do ward 4, 1,538 69 

For money paid guard to attend 

prisoners at work on capitol 

square 108 days at $1 per day, 108 00 

For materials for permanent im- 

provements, paid for by gene- 

ral agent, as per contra,...... 597 54 

6,650 65 

Carrried forward,.... cer eeeseeeee 
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Brought forward,........ 

By materials furnished and labor 

done on capitol square and go- 

vernor’s house, to wit : 

Ward No. 1,..... 118 31 

72 81 

. 146 93 

No. 4,..... 164 10. 

By materials and making iron 

bedsteads, . 

By amount of contingentaccounts: 

No. 2p. cece ce eee ees 

No. 3, ...e cee 

No. 4, - cece 
eeemee 

eo eee 

By vegetables raised in 1848 and 

used to date, 

By vegetables raised in 1848, and 

on hand at date,.. ae etree eens 

17 26 

29 35 

93 24 

96 71 

200 50 

250 00 

By amount on hand, per inventory this date, viz : 

Raw matcrials,.......... 

Machinery, tools, &c.,.... 

Raw materials, ppon which labor 

has been expended, 

Manufactured articles, 

Articles of contingency,........ 

weeee 

peeves 

~—~—— 24,131 45 

$79,925 40  
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Poble shewing the number of prisoners remaining in the Penitentiary on 

the 30th September, 1848, the total number received, pardoned, 

died and discharged from that time until 30th September, 1848, 

with the number remaining on the latter day, &c. &c. 

On the Ist October, 1847, there were in prison : 

White men, .. 0. cece cece eceecceseescseenens 129 

White women,.........0005 see e eter eeeenee 2 

    

       

     

Colored men, .... cece cece cece cece sceeceeses 76 

Colored women,....... 
   

  

  Total, cess ccc e ee cece cent cece sense 211 

     Received from October 1, 1847, to September 30, 1848: 

White men... ccc cece ccc cee eee cen eee eres 

White women,..... beeen tee mane ares aeeeeeee 

bet
 

o
u
 

  

Colored men,........ 

Colored women,.....    

          

        

       

      

       

Pardoned, died and discharged : = 

Pardoned—white males,., 7 colored males,... 9 7 
do. do. -- +O do. females,. 2 2 

Died, do. . 5 do. males,... 4 9 

Discharged, do. .- 16 do. do .. 8 24 

do. white females, 1 do. females,. 1 2 

29 15 44 

Remaining in prison September 30, 1848 : 

White meny.. .... cece cece cere cee sseseceses 18 
White women,.... 0. ccc ee cone ec ee eens ceeee 1 

     
    

  

   

  

Colored men... cece see eeeeceaeeseseeetes 79 

Colored women, . ccc. cee cece seseeceeaserenes 2      
   

       

    

   

   

   

    

  

Votal, oc. ccec cece cece eeeeeeneeeen 200 
: Decrease,.......0.eeee006 U1. 

: Number received for 2d, 3d or 4th offences, 1847, 8 in 9 months,    

  

of 748, 2.    
      

Ae 
: wey ~y Aas 
oo; - wep & 
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Slaves for sale and transportation. 
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On the Ist of October, 1847, there were in prison: 
Males, ... 

Females,..... 

Received from Oct. 1, 1847, to Sept, 30, 1848: 
Males, ............. 
Females,......... 

Sold by the executive: 

Remaining in prison S 
ales, 

Females,,....., . 
  

Crimes, 

For murder in the second depree,..... 
do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

Voluntary manslaughter, ... 
do do 

do stabbing, ......., 

evens     ee eee 

eptember 30, 1848; 
seme eee er i re 

Of the number of persons confined in the Penitentiary 
September 1848, thetr crimes and senten 

White. 

3 

seeee teeteeeeeeseees 6 
ee 

be eeeeee ees sete eee . 12 

       

    

      

  

   

   

       
    

   

    

    

   

on the 30th of 

ces. 

Colored 

1 

Ser, yrs, 
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Uulawful stabbing,.. 1... - seer eeee 

dO nv veeencetcnee sere 

dO cance ceeeeeceeere 

do Lae e eee yee 

do see eneeeneeenee 

Maiming, ..+..-- soeseneee 

Malicious wounding,..- 

Shooting, ..--+-+seeeree 

Unlawful shooting, «0.5. sees eere es . 

Voluntary shooting,...+.+-++eeresere 

Malicious shooting, . .+ 
Maiming by shooting, - . 

Unlawful maiming and disfiguring,....- 

Assaulting, .... sce ees 
Rape, .eeeseeeceeners 

do seeeeee 

do .eseeee 

do ss... . se ceeeetee 

Highway robbery, 4th offence, 

Robbery,... 

GO ca wenn ee te econ eseects 

Accessary to robbery,..ss-eeeserees 

Barn burning,..-+.++++¢+ 

do ween ee enna tees 

AYsony. ccc ceee cence rere eresenences 

Burglary, ...--- 

do 
do 2d offences... cece cece sees 

do and other felony, ...-++-++s 

do and larceny, ...+++-eeereee 

do 

do 
do 

do do 2d offence,....- 

Felony and store breaking, ...+++++++s 

Breaking store and larceny,....-- eeeee 

do do sae eenaee 

do do see ceeaeeee 

do do seeesnaeees 

[Ass=mBLy 

Colored. 

1 
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et
 
D
O
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W
e
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W
e
 

> 
eo 

8 
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e
e
 

Sent. y’rs- 

3 

1 

9 

bt
 

a
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n
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Colored. Sent, pes. 
Horse stealing, . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
do 

Horse stealing and larceny, 2d offence,. 
do 

Mule st-sling, ... 

Hog stealing,........ 

Grand larceny, 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do do 

Stealing slaves, 

do 

do 

do and larceny,.........- 

do do 

Aiding slaves to abscond, ... 
Enticing slaves to abscond, .. 

do do pe tent eees 

do do 2d offence,. 

do do and stealing horse, 
Forgery, «see .cee. 

dO cece cece cece en ceee 
do 4 indictments,....... 

do 2d indictment,.......- 

Passing counterfelt money,....-....+5 

Passing counterfeit money, 2d offence,. . 

do bank notes, : 

do do 2d offence,.. 

Stealing bank notes, .....seeecee sees 

Poisoning, ...-cseescavecescesecece 

Receiving stolen goods,.......4++ 

oy 

ween cece 

eee meee rere veces 
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Colored. Bent. yr’s 

Embezzlement, ....-seescesrneeres® 

Forging free papers, «se. seer eeererss 

© Bigamy,..
 see eeee cess eeeeceer eres 

Petit larceny, 2d offence,..++.++++++* 

House breaking and felony.....++++++ 

do Jarceny,....eseee 

do do eeeeeeeees 

Breaking and entering store;....+++++- + 

wi 

Whole number, ...-.eeee8ee0% 200 

| 
w
o
 
b
b
a
w
a
w
 

Of the number of convicts remaining in the Penitentiary on the 30th 

September, 1848, there were natives of 

Virginia, .... cece cen e cere econ ence cee ne cee eres 7 

Pennsylvani
a, ... ceee cece eres seer ereeerer® 

New-York, .scceseeeeceece 

Maryland, ....-0 se 

North Carolina, ...0 see ceeeeeseenessersceese® 

Tennessee, ..seeeecr
ecee cence nese ese enre eens 

Ohio, .cceee cece cere cern ereneeen eter en es tees 

New-Jersey,..ssvecsecceceerscce
eaecerccee sce 

Connecticut, ..ss seer eeeeeeee cess esassrse esse 

England,....sesese
eeseee ener sere eres teste 

Treland, ...sccese
eer cnet ener esse reer seeeess 

Germany). .eeeeeseererreces see eeees 

Maine, ....-sereeceeererecees 

South Carolina, ...--- 

Tinos, cece eect eee ener cree cree seca c see rere P
e
e
 

e
e
 
e
e
 

W
e
 
R
O
 

be
se
 

Delaware,..cescecscscerr
secen cree aeee cree sent 

Scotland, ....eee seers vac eaeeees 

|3|
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Al Fable showing the ages of the convicts in the Penitentiary 
30th September, 1848, at the time they were received. 

. Males. 

From 14 to 20 there were, .... 
20 to 25 do 

25 to 30 do 
30 to 35 do 

35 to 40 
40 to 45 

45 to 50 

50 to 60 

60 to 80 

Ages not known,......... 

i 

ee ey 

PH Oe eee mmr aware aera meesne 

wee ee eee eran 

Females. 

From 15 to 20 years, 0... cee eee cee cee econ een ees 

25 to 30 years, .... 

30 to 40 years, .... cece ee cee eee secs 

Not known, 1... ..00 e006. 

. 

ee ry 

ee ee ees ane 

Oe ee ee ee a 

Total, ...66. Ig
].

..
 

Al Table of admittances into the hospital, and number of days lost by 
sickness in each ward, with the total number, from the 1st October, 
1847, to 30th September, 1848. 

No. No. 
Months. admittances. days lost. 

1847—October, oo. cece cece acer ecco veneneee 1D 196 

November, .....cccceeecececseesseeee 12 276 

December, .......cceeecseessecseveas 13 206 

1B48—January, ..ce cee cece cceecccsssceseee 6 127 

February,. ..ce cee ceee cece ees eceeee 9 AT 

March, ........6 . 10 215 

April, occ. ccc cece cece eececeeeesese 18 

Mayy....cesceceuee eevee eeeseees 9 288 
JUNE). ccc ce esse ceeneecceeseceeccee 145 

Dulyy. cc cece ccc cerecceesscecseceess 30 164  
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128 

114 
August, ...- 

September, .....- 

158 2,194 

Admittances. Days lost. 

Ward No. Lecce cece ce enee os : 42 663 

do Qyrcecveveueeeeeeeee cveeeeee BL 236 
do Byseecevceceeees 47 811 
Mo bye ce eee eee e renee ere er eeeneees 

do yee secu ener ee eece cnet eeeres 

Time lost by the sick treated in their cells, 

Time lost by solitary confinement,.... 

Total number of days lost, 

Renort of the condition and employment of the persons in 

? tentiary of Virginia, on the 30th Sept., 1848. 

Number of white men, .. 

Number of colored men,.......-+- 

Total number of men,...>-+ 

Shoe and boot making, ... 

Harness making, 
Tailoring, .....-seeeeeseee es 

Runner and binders,......-+- 

Ward No. 2. 

Tron. turner and driller,.......0-.eee cece cree ee wees 

Blacksmithing,.... 2.0 seseceveeeees seceeees 

Striking and stone cutting. ...seeeerer seer ees os 

Axe making,.....cecceseeeesecec er teeeeecereerenes 

Axe grinding and polishing, ......s-eeseessereeeeraes 

  

/ wee “~ i ¥ 
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Strikers, Cee m eee eee Ham se me eH enna seeheseeseee need 

Axe strikers, . 1... cece ccusccuescccccec aces ccsceees 

Ward No. 3. 

Warping and web twisting,...... 

Weaving, ..... 

Wool spinning, «00... ccc cece econ sens cnee seenee sees 

Wool splicing and picking,......... sees 

Quilling and spooling,.......0.005 
Wool carding So ewww were ane 

wee mmm e en eens 

Runner, and in solitude,..... cscs ceeesceees 

| 
wo 

co
 
w
w
 

B
w
 

1 

. 
Ward No. 4. 

Wheelwrighting, .. 

Carpentering, .... . 

Coopering,. ......... 

Painting,....... 

Runner, ...... 

Yard hands,........ 

Runner, ......000- 

Washers, . 

Engineer and firemen,...... 

Nurses, . ...0.5. 

eee meme emer asees 

N
V
N
n
e
 
Y
S
 

ra
 

Invalids and in solitude, . 

Barber, ..........- 

Jobber, oo... ceeeeees 

Insane, ......00 005 bt
 

nt 
et

 
0D
 

16 

197 
Women engaged in sewing, binding shoes, &c.,....e.eeee008 3 

Total number of both sexes,........:0.ceecee5 200 
=I 
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Surgeon's Report. 

Two hundred and seventy-nine cases of disease were treated in the 

Virginia penitentiary during the past year, 158 in the hospital, and 

121 in the cells; nine died. They were all sentenced for long terms, 

and most of them had been in the prison a number of years. Five 

were diseased and imperfect in health on admission. Three died of 
consumption, and three of scrofula; diseases over which medicine 

exerts but little, if any control, when once fully established, even 
under the most favourable circumstances, and which cause the great- 

est number of deaths in this and in all similar institutions. Laury’s 

insanity was partial. His delusion was that a conspiracy existed 

among the convicts to poison him in his food, which prevented him 

from taking food enough to maintain health, and this, together with 
the depressing influence of his hallucination, brought on the low ty- 
phoid fever of which he died. Evans came under the observation of 

the surgeon about three weeks before his death for the first time, he 

was then labouring under that form of insanity called dementia, 

which consists in an enfeeblement and imbecility of mind analogous 

to idiotism. He did not again see him until twenty-four hours be- 
fore his death, when he was brought to the hospital in a sinking and 

moribund condition. He had eaten scarcely food enough to sustain 

life for months, and for a week previous he had refused all food. On 

examination of his body after death, no disease was found to exist; 
his organs were perfectiy healthy. 

It will be observed, that from 1800 to 1848, the average mortality 

was 6.34 per cent. annually, and the last year it was 4.18 per cent. 
J. N. BROCKS, Surgeon. 
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    A STATEMENT 
Of the rumber of Prisoners i t rs in the Penitentiary of Virginia, eac gnd the Deaths from the opening of the I maittotion 2 1800 ‘e ise? sive, and the causes thereof Jrom 1832, (no record having been kept of th i he pte Jey em previously,) and the annual average per centage of 
Calendar year, 

1800, commenced in April, 

  

      
       

      
        

        

  

No. of Deaths. 
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Annual Report of the Directors an1 Warden of the Ohio Peniténticry 

Sor the year 1847. 

During the past year an extensive workshop, occupied by Mr. P. 
Hayden, was destroyed by fire. Without any delay the Directors 
assembled, and investigated as far as possible, the origin of the fire, 
but without arriving at any satisfactory conclusion. It is worthy of 

remark that many of the convicts exerted and exposed themselves as 
much, apparently, as though their own homes had been in danger. 

It was with much difficulty that the flames were arrested. 

A new shop, much more secure and better adapted to its purposes, 
and to the health of the prisoners, has been erected in the place of 

the one destroyed, the actual cost of which was about three thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

The system of hiring out the labor of the convicts was adopted in 

the early history of the “ new penitentiary,” and was thought at the 
time to be a great improvement, not.only to the pecuniary condition 

of the institution, but also to its discipline and government. So anx- 

ious were our predecessors to make this improvement, that they 
agreed with some of the contractors to give them the privilege of re- / 

newing their contracts for five years at a time, so long as the practice , 

of hiring out convicts should be continued. The only conditions to 

be complied with by the contractor were to give one year’s notice of 

his intention to renew, and to give the average price paid by “ other 

contractors.” Since the passage of the act for the erection of a new 

State House, no contract that did not sfand upon that foundation has 

been renewed. The contract of Peter Hayden, for two hundred men, 

which was the first contract entered into by our predecessors, was re-_ 

newed in accordance with its stipulations, by those who controlled 
the institution, before a majority of the undersigned were members of 

the board of directors. We cannot, however, see under the laws 
then existing, how they could have done otherwise. 

As the prison was still involved in debt, we thought it our duty to 

employ all the hands we could to liquidate that debt; so we have 
permitted a number of them to continue in the employment of Mr. 

Pinney, one of the former contractors, whose fixtures were already in 

the shops. This, however, has also been done at increased wages.  
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The business of coopering, so obnoxious to a portion of the public, 
has been entirely discontinued, and the men employed by Mr. P. are 

now engaged chiefly in the manufacture of farming tools. 
The internal condition and police of the institution under our care, 

notwithstanding the frequent use of the word “ reform,” as applied te 

it by many who write and speak about it, we consider, with due def- 
erence to the opinions of others, to be superior to what it has ever 

been. 

It is true, unquestionably, that the mass of community, without 

much reflection upon the subject, set down State prison convicts as 

bad, without mitigation or hope of redemption. But as bad as these 

men have been, as indurated as their mora] sense may have become, 
by a long course of vice and wickedness, the instances are rare where 
the stubborn will of the most hardened offender may not be made to 

melt before the genial influence cf kindness and sympathy. But in 

those instances where the moral obliquity is so great, and the better 

susceptibilities so entirely blunted as to render the individual callous 

to every demonstration of sympathy, kind appeals may be lost upon 

him, and a resort to more severe coercive measures may be necessary. 

But in such cases, it generally may be so managed that the obstinate 
offender shall himself be made to feel the justice of the punishment 

which is administered with a reluctant hand, and hence even his la- 
tent susceptibilities may be awakened so far into life as to render 

him for the future more easily wrought upon by the voice of kind- 

ness and sympathy, a voice of strange and unusual sound in the ears 

of him who has so long been shunned as incorrigible and vile. Iam 

satisfied that the true principle of prison discipline is, degraded and 
crimina] as the convict may be, still to recognize him asa man, to 

address him as possessing the susceptibilities of our common nature, 

and as capable of a destiny far above that to which his vices and his 

crimes have degraded him. ‘The ingredient of hope should be thrown 

into his bitter cup, and he be led to aspire after better things, to form 

even the purposes of recovering a character and standing among men, 

when he shall again be permitted to mingle with them. 

The number of punishments inflicted in this penitentiary have been 

less during the past than in any former year. And yet there has 

been the most perfect subordination, no resistance offered to authority, 
and the convicts have labored diligently and with apparent cheerful- 
ness. 
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It is certainly a pleasing consideration, that by means of the influ- 
ence of the chaplain, the library and the Sabbath school, many of the 

prisoners afford gratifying evidence of moral ren vation, and of a 

general and-decided imp:ovement in temper, disposition, moral hab- 

its, and social affections—all of which tend to ingpire the hope that 

many of the convicts will ultimately leave the Penitentiary with hab- 

its formed of seif-control, of active, intelligent and efficient industry, 

of patient resignation to the ils of life, and with that degree of mo- 

ral deyclopment in regard to right action, without which, none can 

be safe or desirable members of community. 

The largest number of convicts in prison at any one time during 

the past year, was 498; the smallest number was 4id. The average 
number during the year hes been 461. 

During the prior year the highest number of convicts at any one 

time, was 502; the smallest number, 459—average, 479. From 
this the gratifying fact is presented, that there has been a considerable 
diminution in the number of convicts this year, from the number in 
prison during the past year. 

The number of female convicts is nine, being the same as last year, 
I took pleasure in my last report, in directing attention to the com- 

paratively small number of female convicts, and it gives me no less 
pleasure now to state, that this small number has not increased. 

During the year, four convicts have effected their escape, viz: one 
from the lime kiln, one from the railroad depot, and two from the 

prison, Three of them have already been retaken. 

Cash receipts for the current year, 1847 

Cash received— 

On account of smith, lace and saddletree 

SHOPS... ccc cece cee cece eens eens sees $18,958 33 

On account of toolmakers,.....-+...0.++. 4,175 48 

tailor shop,.....ece.-eee.. 1,640 80 

engines and machinery,..... 2,234 16 

carpet WE@VErS,.... eens eee 2,965 24 

shoe makers,...¢ eee eceare 311 21 

prison slops, .... eee eeees 986 76 

lumpers, (promiscuous labor,). 1,485 60 

interest, ce. ceeeee cece anes 5 77 

incidental,.... cee ceeenees 189 89 

VISILOTS, cece sce ccercccees 1,084 37  



On account of United States,......6-. 68 780 

“« fuel and light,. . seeeeee 226 

“ dental instruments “and hame 
shop, . . 993 79 

blacksmiths, ... wees 19 57 
———_——— $36,058 20 

Additional earnings for the past year, for which cash has 

not been received, to wit: 

Convict labor on account of Luuatic Asylum, 
in favor of J. Strickler and others, ...... $0,824 

Labor on account of new building,.... 
“ Siateavenue, 

“ sione quarry, 

“ lime kilns,..... . 

& repairs and imaprove- 
ments,... 

“ State house,.... 

Amount due from individuals,.... 
§,024 01 

Which shows the earnings of the past year to have been, $44,082 21 

The disbursements from Nov. 30, 1846, to the 30th 

Yov., 1847, for the support of the Institution, have been 

as follows, to wit: 

Cash paid— 

On account of clothing, $3,369 V1 

furniture). occ. eee cree 1,050 21 
fuel and light,... 2,050 79 

provision, .. 9,327 92 

forage. ..eceeeeseeseceane 235 62 
incidental, .....2665 . 198 51 

discharged convicts, 494 75 
stationery, oe 64 90 

teams, ....-6 eee . 104 20 

escaped convicts, .....s.6.. 349 81 

engines and machinery, ..... 931 99 

smith shop,.....+ . 4 50 

Salary, .ccessceccesecesee, 8,946 62 

printing and postage, ...-... 79 15   

No. 243.] 

On account of visitors’ guard, seas 300 00 
“ hospital, ...... ce cece eee 7122 19 

writ of error, ..ce cece eaee 18 00 
“moral instructor, . 400 00 

“ Interest, ... ese c eee eee es 30 03 
——-—— 28,678 20 

6 

es 

Showing the earnings of the past year, over and above 

» $15,404 01 expenses, to have been, ....... 

The number of convicts has this year decreased, showing an ave- 

rage below that of the preceding year. The falling off in one county, 

in particular, is so striking that I deem it of sufficient importance to 
be noticed here. The county alluded tois that of Hamilton. During 
the last year there were, in that county, fifty-five convictions of peni- 

tentiary offences. During the year now closed, covered by this re- 
port, the conviciions were only nineteen. If this disparity in the 

convictions of the two years may be regarded as indicative of a de- 
crease of crime, it is certainly highly gratifying. 

LAURIN DEWEY, Warden. 

Table, shoving the number received Jrom each county during the past 
year. 

Ashtabula, .....0. beeen ees tease 3 
Athens,.... se cen eee cere eee sees 1 

5 

Brown, ... 
Cuyehogaye ree cceerceeeae oe 
Clermont, 

Clark, .... 
Columbiana, 
Coshocton, 
Clinton,.. 

Franklin, 
Gallia,., 
Green, 
Hancock, 

Highland,. 
Hamilton,... 

Jcfferson,......  



Lorain,..-+ 

Lawrence, ..+> 

Mahoning, 

Miami, 

one year, 

Two years ersecert err ee 

Three . 

Four 
Five 
Six 
Seven 

Fight 

Ten . 

Life, ...e ee 

Total,.. 

Crimes and number. 

Grand Jarceny,.«++ +9006"? 

Florse stealing,.-+++++* 

Burglary, «-+++" 

Rape, sreeereeceeresen
seey canes veneseeerae 
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Burglary and larceny,«.. tee : 
Murder, 2d degree,...... th eceee eee se eeeees 
Manslaughter, 
Shooting - with intent to kill,. 

Assault with intent to kill, 
Having counterfeit money with intent to pags,. 
Passing counterfeit coin,.... 
Passing counteifeit money, 

Counterfeiting, 

Forgery, .... 
Mayhein, 
Receiving stolen goods, 

Embezzlement, 

Maiming, 

Homicide, 
Assault with intent to rape, 
Robbing mails,...... seve eee e eens nee 

Place of nativity, and number. 

Ohio,......... 
New-York,.. 
Massachusetts, 
Vermont, ..cccecerccesaes 

Virginia, 
North Carolina, 

Kentucky,.... 
Maryland,.... 

Pennsylvania,.......+ 
Treland,....cceeesees see we renee 
Louisiana, .....see seen eeeee tt eeeeee 
Indiana. ... cece ceeerseeee 

Tennessee, 

New Hampshire, .... cc. cece cscs eucesegvees 

England,...cccsesceeeesces cues 
Scotland. ..ccccesccs cscs sescseccesceescees 

Germany, .cecceseccesccccecssccasevecccees 

sere ease vese  



492 [Assematy 

2 

2 
Canada, .seccseccceeacsceneeeesse

cse cree eres 

Not known,. sce ceeeseee ee eeee tence eer anes 

Connecticut, ce eeee 
re eee 

Total,......- 

Education. 

Can read and write,.... see teee ee eeee 

Can read print only,....--+- cece eens 

Leamed to read since committed to prison,....- 

Cannot read intelligibly,....-sereeeeeeeererers 

Cannot read nor write,....- deen eee asec neeeee 

Married and Single. 

Married males, 
Single do 

Married females,..++.s++- eee reeee 

Single dO svete eneeee 

8 

1 
—_—_— 

445 
— 

Table, showing the number now in the Penitentiary from each county. 

Ashtabula, .....+e+++ 
Athens, ...--eseseeeee 

Adams, cerssercececes 

Brown, ..eeseeeeeeereee 

Belmont,.... sees eeee ress wes 

Butler, .....-+ 

Cuyahoga, 

Coshocton, .eseeeseeeeeeee 

Columbiana, ..seseeeeceerecee ered eens eee cees 

Clark, oss cece eeee seen nese eeneernscueneeeees 

Clermont,.csssceecersectraneseeseserancnseee 

Clintony.... sce cceerse rece een eeeaceeeese eens 

Carroll,.csececee see ccne eee eeee ares eens sess 

Delaware,..++secesecereereccs eee aacuce 

Defiance. .seccccsceeeeenescscecesteessceeese 

Erie, ps ecccene eee eeeeeeee seer seen enee ceeeee 

wees re eoeraseenes 

eer ee ae aseeneeeeree 
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Franklin, ...0 cece cece ee 
Fairfield,......cc0 cece see 
Gallia,s cee. c cece ee eee e nes 

Guernsey,......cecseee ees 
Geauga... ceeeceseeceee 

Greene,.... ccceseeeeceees 

Hamilton, .......esceeecseces 

Hurony .ccscccascesceseee 
Highland,.......0 scene sees ewes 

Hocking, ...0.....sce seco eee 
Bloolmes,..... ee. eee ence ecto eee 
Hancock,...... 

-
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Harrison,......es.e0s tacneee 
Jefferson,......006. 
KNOX, cee cen ccn sec cenees 
Lawrence... .ccereee een eeee eens 

Lorain, 6... ccc cence 
Logan, .......05 
Lucas,.......6 005 

Licking, .......eeeeee 
Montgomery, ...c.eeeecveeeeeeeetenees 
Miama,.... ccc cece cece eee ene 

Muskingum,......00 cece csee ee 
Morgan,.... cece cee cece ee 

Meigs,....cceeesseccseeees 

Medina, ... 
Marion, .......0ceeeee 
Madison, .......0.00006 

Monroe, ...s.seeseeeee 
Mahoning,....0..eseeeeerees . 

Portage, .... ccc cceeceeeeseeeenens 

Pickaway, ....ceeseeeses 
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Preble, oc... ccce cece cece cece vcetenenens 

Perry, wees cece sees recs cnceneeace vinseees 
Richland,-.-+ssscscccseccceveeeceueecceaecces meen sete eeeee 

Stark, cc. ceee eevee 
Shelby,.......e005 
Scioto, .ceacececccec secs ceceresetsesecveeeses —

  



Summit, .....eeeceeeeee 
Sandusky, .....++0.-- 
Seneca, 
Tuscarawas, ....-.-- 
Washington,....-+-.4- se ceeeeaes . 
Warren, ...+-+ 
Wayne, .... sees 

Total, ..... ee 

Of the whole number of inmates, above stated, Nov. 

there are— 

White males,.......e.se00- 

White females, ........ cena 
Colored do ..... 

Colored males,..... 2.64. 

Moral Instructor's Report. 

Divine service has been held in the chapel every Sabbath during 

the year; the inmates have given good attention to the preaching of 

the Gospel; some of them have been reclaimed from the error of 

their ways, and renewed in their minds, we have the strongest evi- 

dence, both during their confinement and since their enlargement. 

We have received letters from some, and know of others, who have 

gone out into society, have united with the church and are leading 

new lives. 

Our Sabbath schoo! has been regularly continued throughout the 

year, and has prospered greatly. Many of the convicts have been 

taught to read. 

The prison library has been greatly enlarged in the last year. 

There are now four thousand one hundred volumes of bound books, 

twelve hundred pamphlets, and fifteen thousand pages of tracts, with 

the prospect of an addition of several hundred volumes’ more. ere 

can be no doubt but this has been a great blessing to these men, both 

in a moral and intellectual sense. They read with interest, and it 

has rendered them more cheerful and contented, by giving usefal 

employment to the mind. 
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With respect to the diseases which here invade us, they are al- 

ways found to compare, (with some modifications,) both in kind and 

character, with such as occur in this neighborhood of country gene- 

rally. If there be any peculiar influences tending to the production 

of disease in this prison, they aredoubtless such as appertain to most, 

if not all, institutions of this description, and are not probably, by any 

known means, wholly avoidable. I mean an impure and corrupt at- 

mosphere, more especially in the dormitories, and that mental despon- 

dency and gloom necessarily incident to the deprivation of personal 

liberty. 

In the progress of the year which has just closed, disease has pre- 
sented herein its usual variety, as to name; but certain it is, that a 

large proportion of the cases has been characterised by signal seve- 

rity and obstinacy. Typhoid fever, always an unwelcome foe for the 
practical physician to encounter, but more especially so in situations 

like this, where the intense and ceaseless anxiety, and the languish- 

ing hopes of the poor prisoner, are also to be countervailed, has ex- 

hibited itself in twenty or more examples during the summer and 

autumnal months ; quite a number of which have been very much 
prolonged, and have proved highly refractory and embarrassing. 

Ihave to regret, in the course of the year, the loss of six patients, 

five males and one female. Three of the former, after lingering 
long, were cut off by that fatal malady (consumption,) which still 

stalks among us as if but to mock at our inefficiency, and to reproach 

the profession of medicine. In the remaining two males, disease, in 
its onset, offered apparently a fair field for conflict with the physician; 

but unfortunately the strife was unequal, and my only apology is, 
that after exhausting all my efforts, I lacked the skill to save them. 
They died of typhoid fever. The history of the case of the female 

is something like this. Immediately after her commitment to prison, 

she evinced a resolute and fixed determination to submit to no disci- 
pline, to be restrained by no rules. She was the creature, for weeks 

and months, of perpetual, uncontrollable, maddening excitement. 

About six months subsequent to her lodgment in prison, she became 
the mother of a full grown, healthy boy. Atno distant period there 

after, disease of the brain supervened, in a system already thoroughly 

tacked by antecedent excesses, and she was lost. 

With the present order and arrangement of the infirmary depart- 

ment, I am well pleased. A suit of portable screens has been provi-  
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ded for use in the middle ward, where the greater number of beds is 

contained, by means of which the prostrate patients may be entirely 

occluded from the view of that promiscuous throng of stranges e 

frequently traversing the apartment. J had long been con inced - 

the exposure of the sick and suffering convict to the searc: me gare 

every curious visitor, amounted to little less than a cruel i“ ” eS 

ved punishment, inflicted upon him, but that it also, unfai ms y ox 

ted a highly pernicious influence on his disease. Many we “ 

the declaration to me, that they would greatly prefer to meet : e ee 

of the lash, than be obliged to encounter the scrutinizing look w 

it seems the pleasure of every passer by to fix upon them. 

H. LATHROP, M. D. 

Physician of Oho Penitentiary. 

Daily average number of patients prescribed for in hospital, in eae 

month during the years 1843, 1844, 1845, 1846 and 1847, together 

i hs, and days’ lost time in each year. 
with the aggregate number of deat S$; ind ry) Tost timein cat) 

14 16 16 18 28 
29 

January, ...serreere 14 20 14 * 

16 22 18 
February,...-++ 

ea 

22 18 15 
March, ...2 eee ee 

ae 

April, ...e2 eee eee 32 18 22 

fay, 20 30 23 26 

32 23 

46 36 

December, .. +++ +++ 

August, ...-- 
September, 
October, ...+-+ 
November,....+ +> 

Deaths, ....seee cere 

8,983 10,970 9, Days’ Jost time,...++ 
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Annual report of the Inspectors of the State Prison at Jackson, No 

vember 30, 1847. . 

There have been received from the state treasury, since our last 
report, $2,000.00, for the support of the prison and pay of guards; 

also, $5,418.28 for the payment of the salaries of other officers, 

making a total of $7,418.28, for the thirteen months. The amount 
drawn from the same source during the previous year was $11,506 .00, 
the number of convicts having been the same for the two years. The 
number of convicts in prison October 31, 1845, was 119; October 31, 
1846, 122; and November 30, 1847, 119, making the average the 
same for the two years. The amount of the earnings of convicts in 
the employ of the contractors, since October 31, 1346, is $9,620.37, 
and the estimate for those in the employ of the State, is $2,665.25. 
The amount of earnings for contractors the previous year was $7,456 
70 cents, and for the State, $3,560.13. The amount received from 

all sources since October 31, 1846, is $18,429.03, and the amount 
expended since that time is $18,060.42. The amount received for 
the previous year, including balance on hand, was $19,007.58, and 
the amount expended during the same time was $19,004.39. 

As before stated, the amount of expenditures for the thirteen months 

has been $18,060.42; the amount of earnings for the same time is 

$12,285.52. The expenditures for the previous year were $19,004 
39 cents, and the earnings were $11,016 63. The number of days 

work by convicts on the prison buildings, since last report, is 1,101, 

estimated at the sum of $631.00; the number of days for the previ- 
ous year was, 2,830, estimated at the sum of $1,489.50. 

It will be perceived that there has been $4,087.72 less drawn from 

the State treasury during the last thirteen months, than during the 

previous year; also, that the earnings of the convicts on contracts 
have been more by $2,163.50, than for the previous twelve months, 
and that the earnings of convicts on the prison buildings have been 
but $858.49 ess since the last report, than for the previous year. 

The average price obtained for the labor of convicts on contracts since 

the date of our last report is 312 cents per day; the average for the 
Previous year was 31 cents per day. The balance on hand according 
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to the agent’s report, is $368 .61, besides which, there is now due the 

prison $2,000 .00 from contractors and others, that will in all probabi- 

lity soon be realized. 
of 

The gradual and steady improvement made in the managemen . 

the affairs of the prison, refleet the highest degree of credit on e 

agent, and gives just ground to conclude that further time will s y 

a still greater improvement. And, although it cannot be expect 

that the prison can support itself with the present number of convicts, 

yet we have just ground to believe that (exclusive of the building 

department,) it can approximate that desirable point nearer than it 

ee ber of convicts confined here has varied but little for the 

past four years, as there were in prison October 31, 1844, 122 io 

31, 1845, 119; October 31, 1846, 122; November 30, 1847, . n 

In the zeport of the inspectors last year, mention was made 0: the 

difficulties under which this institution labored, on account of ; © 

terms of the contracts then existing. The contracts have been re-le , 

and the objectionable clauses entirely obviated. The former one 

with Pinney, Howard & Co., was for from 30 to 50 convicts, at 

cents per day, for five years from May 20, 1846. ; ace. of the 

Pinney, Howard & Co. also became possessed, by purchase, 0 

contract of H. DeGraff, for the labor of from eighteen to thirty cone 

victs, at thirty cents per day, to run three years and seven mon s 

from April, 1845. They also became, in the same manner, ne as- 

signees of the contract of J. B. Eaton & Co., for from ten to i reer 

convicts, at thirty-eight cents per day, at the business of coopering ° 

all kinds. ‘These contracts have all been surrendered and cancelle . 

and a new one executed with Pinney, Lamson & Co., successors ° 

Pinney, Howard & Co., for six years from May 1, 1847, at thirty mn 

a quarter cents pe: day, for from sixty to one hundred and twenty 

othe new contract does not contain any of the obnoxious privi- 

ed in the former contracis. 

he “Former contract with J. E. Beebe was for five years i 

April 10, 1843, for from ten to fifteen convicts, at thirty-three an : 

third cents per day. The present contract with him is for five ” 

from May 1, 1847, for from twenty to thirty-five convicts, at thirty 

er day. 
; 

orth former contract for making boots and shoes was made with. 

H. Wilcox, and by him assigned to L. Wilcox, and which was fo 
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from fifteen to twenty convicts, at forty cents per day, for five years 
from April 1, 1845. L. Wilcox assigned the contract to H. B. Ring, 
and a new one was made with him for from fifteen to twenty-five 

convicts, at forty cents per day, for five yearsfrom September 1, 
1847. ‘ 

By extending the time, the officers have been enabled to cancel 

the old contracts. ‘I'he average price received for convict labor is 
higher than under the old contracts, and there is an annual saving in 

wood that is estimated at three hundred cords; the stipulations con- 

tained in the old contracts, wiving the contractors a preference in re- 
letting the convicis, are excluded from the new ones. 

These changes, without exception, have been made amicably, and 

without the slightest difficulty or difference with the contractors; and 
further, there is now, in every department of the prison, a per- 

fect good understanding, and a cordial co-operation of a’) connected 

its affairs vigorous and prosperous. 

The daily average of each convict employed by contractors the 
past thirteen months, is 31% cents; this, we think, will compare favo- 

rably with any institution of the kind in the other States. Wee find 
that the average of daily earnings of each vonvict in the Auburn pri- 
son was 228 cents for the year ending Sept. 30, 1846, which is the 

date of the last report of the officers of that institution. 

The appointment of a moral instructor, or chaplain, with a salary 

sufficient to enable him to devote his time exclusively for their benefit, 

would cause but little increase to the expenses of the prison, and, we 

think, would be a source of much good to the convicts, and also in- 
directly to the State. 

We would aiso renew the recominendations made in the last an- 

nual report of the inspectors, in relation to the salaries of the officers 

of the prison, as further experience has served to strengthen the rea- 
sons then advanced. 

The expenses attending the removal of convicts, after sentence, 

to the State Prison, from the several counties, is now, by law, paid 
at this office. This, we think, should not be so, for it undoubtedly 

costs more, for that service, in many cases, than it should, and also, 

that in our opinion, this expense properly belongs to the counties 

sending the convicts, and that the bills should be audited and ak  
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lowed by the supervisors of said counties, and paid from the county 

funds. 

The contract for furnishing rations for the convicts, was advertised 

previous to, and let*on, the first Monday of October last, at 6% cents 

per ration, to commence December 1, and to continue one year. 

The rations for the year previous were furnished by contract for 5 

cents 9}, mills per day ration, and the day ration for that year con- 

sisted of 12 ounces of pork, or 20 ounces beef; 12 ounces wheat 

flour, not bolted, to be made of good winter wheat ; 10 ounces In- 

dian corn meal, sifted; 4 gill molasses ; and for each one hundred 

rations, 4 quarts rye, 4 quarts salt, 2 quarts vinegar, 4 quarts white 

beans, 3 bushels potatoes, and 2} ounces black pepper. During the 

past year, there was complaint from the convicts that the quantity of 

corn meal was too much in proportion for the ration, and upon an ex- 

amination, it appeared that the complaint was well grounded, and 

that the use of that amount of meal in the ration, during the summer, 

was the probable cause of diarrheas ; therefore, in advertising for 

rations for the current year, the preportion was changed, and the ra- 

tion now consists of 16 ounces of wheat flour, unbolted, to be made 

of good winter wheat, and 6 ounces of Indian corn meal, sifted ; the 

other articles the same as before. 

Every necessary attention, in our opinion, has been paid to the 

wants and comfort of the convicts, and the examinations which we 

have made monthly, have been very satisfactory, as we have uni- 

formly found the cells and bedding cleanly and in good condition ; 

that the provisions furnished were ample and of good quality, and 

that the convicts were cleanly in their persons and confortably clad. 

MICHAEL SHOEMAKER, 

LEWIS BASCOM, 

JOSEPH B. PIERCE, 

Inspectors. 

Agent's report. 

Since I assumed the discharge of the duties of agent on the 20th 

March last, the sum of $9,128.99 has been received on account of the 

prison, and during the same time, there has been expended the sum 

of $8,760.38, leaving a balance on hand, November 30th, 1847, of 

$368.61 According to the books of the office, there appears to have 

been received by my predecessor, including balance on hand, from 
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October 31, 1846, to March 20th, 1847, the sum of $2,915.47, which 

was expended during the same time, except a balance of $33.81, paid 

over to me af the time I took charge of the prison, There are em- 

braced in the disbursements made by me since March 20th, payments 

of various accounts and dues, to the amount of about $1,400 00. 

which were then standing against the prison, contracted by my pre- 
decessor, thereby swelling the amount of expenditures for the balance 

of the year to an extent that might seem excessive, should the cir- 

cumstance be permitted to pass unexplained. Thesum of $2,000.00 
has been drawn during the year, on the certificates of the inspectors 
rom the state treasury, on account of the general support of the rie 
son, which added to the sum of $5,418.28, drawn in payment of of- 

ficers’ salaries, make a total of $7,418.28 from that source during the 
thirteen months, a sum considerably less than for any former sear fo 

those purposes. This result is principally owing to the unusually 
small amount expended on the building account. I would h 
mark, that I consider the completion of the centre buildin or at 
least so far as to enclose it, of the utmost importance to thes nf ne 
and safety of the prison, and in many respects, it would add. ary 

much to the convenience and practicability of enforcing and maine 

taining an efficient system of order and discipline among the convicts 
The steam engine owned by the State, and heretofore used by th 

contractors, has been sold for $500.00, of which $140.00 hae b 

received. A portion of the balance is payable in lumber, durin the 
present winter, and the remaining balance is in good notes all d ° 
within the ensuing year. : _ 

The number of convicts in prison on the 30th of November, w: 
119, which is three less than at the close of the previous year. alth gh 
at one period during the past year, there were in prison 132, being a 
Tea i i « cater umber than at any one time since the establishment of the 

The total amount of the earnings of the convicts, w 

engaged on contracts, as will appear from one of he tables beta an 
ferred to, is $9,620.27, being the largest amount ever earned on that 
branch | of labor during the same length of time, and on exominin : 

the various annual reports, it will be observed that the revenue to the 

prison, from that source, has been gradually increasing, from yea to 

year, without a corresponding increase in the number of convict i 
There are now but three contracts in force for the emplo ment f 

convicts at mechanical labor, in which the highest number tet is 180 
7  
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and the Jowest 95, to wit J. F. Beebe, at wagon making, from 20 

to 36 convicts, at 35 cents per day, for five years from May 1, 1847; 

-H. B. Ring, at shoemaking, from 15 to 25 conyviets, at 40 cents per 

day, for five yours trom September 1, 1847, and Pinney, Lamson & 

Co., at manuiacturing farming tools, woolen and cotton goods, hames 

saddle and barness trimmings, coopering, &c. &c., from 60 to 120 

convicts at 3UL cents per day, ior six years from May 1, 1847. The 

foregoing contracis are all made payable on the first of each month, 

and so conditioned, that when a monthly payment retnains due and 

unpaid for the space of 30 days, the agent and inspectors, at their 

discretion, can torfeil and annul the contracts. 

In managing the discipline of the prison, l have been enabled to 

maintain a good degree of order, and subordination to ihe rules and 

. 
shment, al- 

though a iew cases have occurred, in Which to have dispensed with it, 

would uave bazarded io a great exicnt, the bes: interests and regu- 

: 7 ‘ i over hoa resor 3 cans to 

larily of the iustitution. However much a resort lo this means te 

-be regretted, Tam forecd to acknowledge, 
preserve obedience, me 

and in that acknowledgment I do not doubt I have the concurrence of 

- many worthy and benevolent minds, thai m tic management of 

suca an assemolage of haan characiers as is gencraily found among 

the inmates of our penal institutions, personal ch istisernent of sore 

kind, is not only indispensable for the preservation of order, by its 

subject, but that the influence of such example on others of a refrac- 

tory tendency, is often salutary and efficient. am aware that this 

subject has e red, and is still engaging the ullenticn of ihe noralist, 

and that philanthropists have written page aiter page, adv ovating the 

‘treatment of all refractory cases by one gencral law, to wit : the law 

of kindness ; but were they to be removed from their easy chairs; 

- to the management of an institution, whose inmates are natives of 

every civilized clime, congregated for offences against the laws of one 

* + country, and on whom ¢hey seem to look as wayward childien, the 
~ 7 3 

» admission would be as readily and willingly made, that the lash, cor- 

iporeally administered, is at times necessary, as Tam to inflict it in 

‘ eases where no other mode of punishment would ensure obedience. 

The “law of kindress” should be the governing principle in our 

intercourse with the world at large, as well as with those unfortunate 

victims of vice, over whom we may be officially placed, but to abolish 

all punishments of a corporeal kind, except what might be terme? 

‘mild, and the more mild the less efficient, would be but another nam 
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for proclaiming a general amnesty for all offences, however aggra- 

vating and injurious. In concluding my remarks on this subject, 1 

would here observe, that in administering the punishments, great care 
has been used to itnprees upon the mind of the disobedient convict, 
that the exercise of this prerogative is not prompted by malice or 

ill-feeling towards him, but that, besides being an unpleasant duty, it 
is the sure consequence of ojlences committed under a full knowledge 
of the penalty, and that to allow him to go free, would give encour- 
agement to many others to repeat similar, and perhaps greater breaches 
of discipline. 

A bible class has been kept up, through the praise-worthy exertions 
of a few benevolent individuals, residing in the village. 

J. H. TITUS, Agent. 

Recagitulution of receipts and cipenditures for the thirteen months 

ending November 30, 1847, 

Balance on hand Oct. 31, 1846,........ $3 19 

Cash received 

from State treasury on account of prison,.. $2,060 00 

“ do salaries of officers,.... 5,418 28 
contractors for labor,.........+..+- 9,645 10 
sundry persons, rent, articles sold, tai- 

loring accounts, &c.y 06+. eee eee 
United States, support of convicts,... 

convicts deposites,.... cece eeeeeees 

visitors, including balance of $84.70,. 

845 58 
85 90 

33 30 

397 68 
——_—— 18,425 84 

Total receipts, ccc cseecscceees cect cree csctcees PIB AZI 03 

Cash expended. 
Paid salaries of officersy.....00eesee cease 

guards. .eseccee sens nceeeecesnes $3,356 69 
 yatlons, .sseessescceeversecetcees 2,951 41 

clothing and bedding,........+++++5 1,621 82 

wood, O11, &C.yccccceseceeeevecsees 1,587 29 

medicines and hospital stores,......++ 274 59 

discharged convicts. s.eeeaseeeeveee 112 00 

convicts deposites, .......e.ereceee 24 58 
sheriff's expenses,....--s0eceeecees 

pursuing fugitives, .... ces eeee cee 

$5,418 28 

‘  
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Paid agent’s travelling expenses, 
“ building and repairs,....-.--.++-- : 

purchase of stone quarry, 
prison library,...+..+-- 
oats and hay account, .....++-e8ee- 93 34 

miscellaneous accounts,...... . 648 12,642 14 

Total expenditures, «ee. $18,060 42 

Balance on hand Nov. 30, 1847,.....0-+e0seeee- e 368 61 

$18,429 08 

Statement of the Earnings of Convicts, for the thirteen months ending 

November 30, 1847. 

Total No. of days work, and amount on contracts, 30,418 $9,620 27 

Avs: pr ice per day,.........2+- 31§ cts. 

Working for the State, days, . 

Loss by sickness, old age, &C.,.,++-+0+seee- | 

Total of earnings,....- $12,285 52 

Statement of the number of Convicts receiwed, discharged, pardoned’ 

&c., during the thirteen months ending November 30, 1847. 

Number in prison Oct. 31, 1846, .. 0. see eeee sees 122 

«  yeceived during the 13 months ending Nov. 30, 
see eenee 

Number discharged by expiration of sentence,......+- 

& — pardoned,....eeeer eres ceee cess eceerceees 

« Died cece ecns cere cece cere cece eeeneeseee 

& escaped, .seeseec cose ceveconseescscesces 

Remaining in prison November 30, 1847;....+..++ 0. 

Employment. 

For contractors—Manufacturing, coopering, hame and 

tool making, &¢.,..0..eseeeeees 

shoemaking, ....ssessscovecesces 

wagon making,. 0c. ssesseseceenes 

(f4 

rf 

Total employed on contracts,.... cssecceesrerees 
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For the State—barber, 1—stocking loom, 1,.... 

tailors, 3—cutting stone, 3,....... 

teamsters, 2—Hospital, 1,..........- 
carpenter work, 
stone quarry and grading yard,.. 

wash room, kitchen and prison hally. 

Aged a and infirm, unemployed,. 

White males,....... sa eeeees 

Colored do..... eee eeeueeaee 

102 

17 

. 119 

Statement of the number of convicts received into prison, the crimes 

for which they were convicted, and the counties in which they were 

severally sentenced, during the thirteen months ending November 
30, 1847. 

Crimes. No. 

Larceny and breaking into 

dwelling house with at- 

tempt to steal,......... 

Counties, 

Monroe, 

Oakland,...... cc ceee anes 

St. Joseph. ..... cc. ec eee 
Larceny,... Calhoun,......ce.eeecuee 
Forgery... .ceeseees Kalamazoo,.......00 5000. 
Burglary with attempt to 

commit larceny and rape,. 
Burglary and Jarceny,...... 

Manslaughter,.......0.00 

Horse stealing, ... 

Perjury. ccc cceeeseeceees Washtenaw, oo. + .ececeee 
Obtaining goods by false pre- Ingham,......c0secenees 

tences, 0. cece cece cece Macomb,.....eeecesees 
Stealing in dwelling house in Lapeery cece cecerecceves 

the day time,.......554- 
Subornation of perjury,.... 
Assault and battery, with at- 

tempt to disfigure,....... Total 
Shop breaking and larceny, . 

z ? 

See ee ema m enema ceee 

Lenawee,.....seeseeees 

Hillsdale, ccc cceecesees 

se eeeaee Cass... tem ee ene e re nceres 

Jackson, 

JQ vee sacaneestsae 

T
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Sentences of the above—9 months,......+ece-eeceeeseee 2 

L Jeary. ccc c cere erence a eeenee 6 

6 QD YEAVSy. sce reese cce esses ecees 

eee eee rem re ee eee es 

Total, oc. cece cree rete eee 

Physician’s Reporte. 

There has been considerable sickness in the prison from January 

to Jume inclusive, as will be seen by reference to the following table 

of monthly prescriptions, which has been kindly furnished by the hos- 

pital nurse, to wit : 

Number of prescriptions in November, 1846,. 
December, * see 249 
January, gee eee .. 304 

February, vase as 267 

March, peewee ee cenees 

April, Seca eee eee ee 298 
May, Leesa eencee es 326 
June, See ec eeeeee ee 26] 

July, ceveceeeeaeaes 230 
August, eee eeee eevee 226 
September, veeeesecceeee 183 
October, cececeeeceeesse 167 

November, seeesesccecees 159 
— 

Total number of prescriptions for the 13 months,............ 3243 

The average number of prisoners during the time was 126, making 
‘the ratio of prescriptions 25 and a fraction for each one—over half of 

the whole number of men have taken but very little medicine. 
The diseases demanding my interference have been principally 

subacute infiavamation of the mucousand serous membranes, diarrhaas, 

dysenterys, influenzas, pneumonias, bronchitis, &c., and later in the 

season, intermittents, and an occasional remittent fever, rheumatism, 

neuralgias, &c. 
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There have occurred three deaths in the prison since my last annu- 
al report. 

J. TUNNICLIFF, Jr. 

Many are the conjectures in the world as to the object of punish- 

ment, and the means to be employed to renovate the minds and re- 
form the lives of those who, from offences against the law, have 
rendered themselves obnoxious to its penalties. 

My instructions to the ren have been, to insiill in their minds, that 

reformation was the principal chject of all just and equitable penal- 
ties, and that the law of love and kindness was the means used to 
bring all prodigats back to virtue and gecdness ; and the beneficial 
effects thus far, have surpassed my most sanguine expectations. 

The seft, soothing and conciliating words of a friend are calculated 
to still the cnery and turbulent spirit, and those unfortunate men can 

only be controlled and persuaded to duiy and right, by kindness. 
The idea sould be held cut to thos: who commit depredation upon 

the rights of others, that itis proper for them to be detected, punished 
and corrected. 

Tt is often the case that the spiri of hatred end revenge are mani- 

fested towards the vile and lawless, and because they have done 

wrong, they are imyriscned and doomed to servitude, and when the 

one is infliciod ond ihe other performed, they have their liberty again. 

But how much have they uaproved ? Have they become fit subjects 
for society ? Will their after lives give a more healthful tone to pub- 

Ne morals? Will they, by the lessons they have learned, benefit 

gencritions is cem insplre the youth of cur land to acts of good- 

ness, and walk in nthe} paths of virtue? No! In most of cases, either 

a careless indifference or misanthropy have taken the possession of 

the mind, and vice has followed ; whereas, at all times, if the hand 

of kindness should be extended to them, they would be induced to 
practice the same which they receive. 

The library of the prison is entirely insufficient to satisfy the minds 
ofthe convicts. There is a constant call for reading that is not in the 

brary, which, in part, is supplied them from private ones, 

J. BILLINGS, 

Chaplain.  
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Annual Report of the Inspectors of the State Prison at Jackson, for 

the year ending November 30th, 1848. 

The number of convicts in prison at the close of the past year, was 

128; the whole number received during the year, was 49; discharg- 

ed, pardoned and escaped, 40; and it will be observed, by referring 

to the annual reports for the four past years, that the numbers has not 

materially increased, in that space of time. The causes existing for 

this, we do not pretend to account for, as a contrary result might be 

supposed to follow, from the fact that ours isa new State, and con- 

stantly increasing in population. 

There are now in confinement ten, under sentence of larceny, three 

boys, two of whom are less than fifteen, and the other about sixteen 

years of age. The boys are naturally bright and active, and they are 

placed in one of the shops, where they will be able to acquire a 

knowledge of some useful mechanical trade ; also the improvement of 

their minds and morals, is made a subject of attention by the chap- 

lain, and as far as the conveniences of the place affords. There is 

also a girl, less than fifteen years of age, under a sentence of five 

years for a like offence, who was sent from Wayne county in October 

Jast. There being no separate female prison, it is necessary to keep 

this girl confined in a small room all of the time. 

The history of the past four years, has taught us many valuable les- 

sons on the subject of prison discipline, and it now seems to _be the 

united testimony of those having charge of our penitentiaries, that 

the substitution, to a great extent, of moral suasion and mild treat- 

ment jn the place of brute force and corporeal punishment has in 

nearly all cases, produced the happiest results. oe 

It is, with us, a confirmed conviction that order and discipline may, 

in general, be secured by mild treatment and correct moral instruc- 

tion, while at the same time, the opposite course is well calculated to 

defeat one of the main objects for which penitentiaries are instituted, 

to wit: the improvement of the moral condition of the convict. 

LEWIS BASCOM, 

JOSEPH B. PIERCE, 

GILES BLOOMFIELD, 

Inspectors of the State Prison. 
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Agent's Report. 

There has been added to the building, during the past year, about 

2,600 cubic feet of stone wall, consisting of cut and hammer dressed 
work, mostly laid upon the East and North sides, also the heavy sills 
and posts, which form the first floor above the basement, have been 

placed, and the entire walls secured from the weather. 
The manufacture of woolen goods, has ‘been abandoned by the 

contractor in that branch, and the labor of the men applied upon other 
objects, consequently the machinery belonging to the state, was found 

to be ef no practical use in the prison, and with your advice and 

counsel it was disposed of upon as advantageous terms to the state 

as could be obtained. : 
The supplies have been furnished ior the past year by contract at 

61 cents per daily ration, and a new contract has been entered into 
for the year commencing with the first of this month, at 6 cents and 
7 mills per daily rations, which was the most advantageous bid that 
could be obtained under the advertisement. 
Among the convicts, a spirit of industry and quiet submission to 

the rules and regulations has generally been manifested, and very few 

instances of insubordination, requiring more than a mild punishment, 

have occurred, and in fact, such cases have been, for some time past, 

gradually diminishing. 
J. H. TITUS, 

Agent of the State Prison. 

Receipts and Expenditures for the year ending November 30th. 1848. 

Balance on hand, November 30th, 1847,......+0.+6 $368 61 

Cash Received. 

From state treasury,.....20. eee eee wees $7,196 74 

Contractors for labor,....... 8,934 58 

United States, support of convicts,.. 392 60 

Convicts, on deposite,.... 

Sundry persons, rent, tailoring ac- 

articles sold, &c.,......+ 
Visitors, .. 

Total receipts,.....40+ $17,086 57 

$17,455 18  
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Cash Expended. 

Salaries of officers and keepers,.......+-+ $5,302 5 

do guards,....seeeceeeceeercess 2,926 

Rations, ........- 
Clothing and bedding, 

Wood,...0.-2205 
Hospital,.... cess cere eeee ee eee eeene 
Discharged convicts,.... cee seer ceeees 

Convicts’ deposites,.......++ 
Sheriffs’ expenses, (to April 1st,) 

Pursuing fugitives,.......e+ 
Agent’s travelling expenses,........+++- 
Prison library,.....-...- ce eaee 
Oats and hay,.... seers eee rene eee 

Building and repairs,.......+.++6 
Miscellaneous accounts,.....+.+ .66 

Total expenditures,.......465 000+ $17,350 23 
Balance on hand, November 30, 1848,.... 104 95 

$17,455 18 

Statement of the earnings of convicts, for the ycar ending November 

30th, 1848. 
For Contractors. 

Days. Per doy. Amount. 

Manufacturing farming tools, cooper- 
ing, &C.5...6 . ee eee ee cere 16,776 s4je. 

do wees 237% 20 
Wagon making,....... . 35 

do i 2 

do seas 4 20 

Shoemaking,......00.eee scenes 40 
do 31 

do . 4 25 
do weet e net eeeeeeeeee 20 
do 1 15 

$5,121 20 

2,290 95 

1,195 24 

Total number of days and amount on 
contracts, ..ee cee ccec creer cee 24,6205 $8,607 39 ee 

—_——— 

Average price per day, 31 15-100 cents. 
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For the State. 

Days. Per day. Amount. 

Prison buildings, ............. 786 = 50c. $393 00 
Stone quarry, ....... 1,012 50 506 00 
Tailor’s shop, ...20.0ee+.ee0..-. 1,084 50 542 00 
Grading yard, ....... 527) B73 197 03 
Stocking loom, 53 50 26 50 
Cutting stone, ..... 100 15 00 
Barber,....... 313. 50 156 50 

Wash room, kitchen, prison hall, wood 
cutting, &C.;.. 6... cee eee ee 4,135 

Lost by sickness, weather, old 
Age, RC. cee ceee serene » 2,180 

Solitary confinement, 

1,033 75 

$11,537 77 Total earnings,.... 

Average number of convicts, 1251. 

Statement of the number of convicts received, discharged, &c., during 

the year ending November 30th, 1848. 

Number in prison, Nov. 30, 147,..........00 200. 419 
do received during year ending Nov, 30, 1848, 49 

do discharged by pardon, eee eeee 15 

do do 

do escaped, 

expiration of sentence,..... 

Remaining in prison Nov. 30, 1848, 

Employment. 

For contractors, man’ng farming tools, cooper’g, &c., 

do shoe making, 

do wagon making, ... 

Total employed on contracts for the State. 

Barber, 1—1ailors,4,....... 
Cutting stone, 2—teamsters, 2, ......- 
Hospital, 1—carpenters, 2, 

Prison buildings, 5—stone quarry,5,......  



Washroom, 2—kitchen, 3, .. 

Prison hall, 1—solitary confinement, 3,....+- 

Aged and infirm, (unemployed,) ...- 

Total,.... 

White males, ...... 
White females,.........+ 

Colored males,...... 
Total,......6 

Statement of the number of convicts received into prison, the crimes of 

which they were convicted, and the counties in which they were sen- 

tenced, during the year ending Nov. 30th, 1848. 

Larceny,......... eee 
Having in possession and uttering "counterfeit notes,. 
Larceny, aiding felony, and receiving stolen property, 

Assault, with intent to commit rape, 

Burglary and larceny,.... 

Robbery, 
Receiving stolen goods,.......+. eens 
Murder, 1st degree,*.........- wae 
Murder, 2d degree,......+++e-05 sees 

Perjury, ... 
Aiding prisoner to escape,..... 

Burning hay stacks, 
Assault and battery, with attempt to commit murder, 

Total, .... 

Jackson, ...- 

St. Joseph, 

Wayne,*...... 
Washtenaw,. 

QOakland,.... 

Livingston, 

Hillsdale, .... W
O
O
D
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Calhoun,....... 
Berrien, .. 

CASS, cee cece cee e ween 

‘Lenawee, 

Van Buren, ........ . 

Sentences of the above. 

For 6 months,....... 

3k years, 
4 years, ... 

5 years, .. m
m
 

O
r
 

OO
 

ND
 

— 

For life, ...... 

l
o
w
w
u
e
 

Total, .. 

Amount paid officers and keepers,..... 
Amount paid guards,........... 

Total, .. seve $8,228 82 

Physicians Report. 

‘The charge of this department was assumed by me on the first day 
of May last, at which time little or no sickness existed, of a dan- 
gerous character, but numerous complaints were preferred daily by 
a large number of convicts, who seemed much alarmed at the slight- 
est pain er unnatural feeling, and of course came to the hospital for 

relief. Asa practice of medicating for every trivial complaint, al- 

ways appeared utterly absurd to my views of the principles and 

practice of medicine, I commenced disabusing the minds of all such 
convicts who applied for a course of medicine as an immediate resto- 

[Assembly, No. 243.] 33  
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ration for their sligbtly unpleasant complaints, by aE and 

that in a majority of all diseases, nature was we grea P vs ne _ 

asa general thing, eradicated all ordinary difficulties, 

<6 wa) aid, 
. 

feast abc! at place, to be always saturating the systetn wenn 

ical agents for every pain experienced, was : prec ae Oe 

cious practice, and endangered not only healt » ue en ones th 

ted frankly, that I was not in the habit of medica ms se date 

less I saw disease ravaging and destroying of a muc hm eet on 

than medical agents were wont to do. All such convic . ee etal. 

a simple diet, and a few days, and sometimes hours, heale 

adies, and they returned to their daily employmen + pas been kept 

In strictly adhering to this practice, the hospi ‘ : . oo the 

nearly vacant, during the whole of my supervision t “s ‘t » eves 

exception of the month of September; when on ow me many 

prevail almost like epidemics During this mont ae with @ 

severe cases of remittent ant neon nue en teed 

tye state of the whole circulator stem; 

then nate obstinate to subdue, but prompt and rigid treatment soon 

ame the most complicated cases. 
. 

o There have been but few accidents, and no deaths fing ne oe 

months that [have had charge of this department, and t ere 

present time, 2 general state of health eed by th once at sohich 

i er salutary practice estabhsne' Z 

no doubt i an eveributed rah to the health of the prisoners—I re- 

fer to bathing. H. B. SAFFORD. 

From the want of a suitable office, and convenience of meeting 

the convicts in private, I have net been able ‘ve ae oe 

tions with them as is desirable. vave, very 

remedy this disadvantage, as far as practicable. eee 

“4 spent much time with them at the door of their ce s ae on 

locked in at night. For some time, I daily took this man! eo ton 

verse with them and exchange their books ; taking a cer’ a Pe ne 

of the cells for each evening’s visit. After some time oe m Ne 

way, § adopted a less Jaborious plan of having each convict : ey 

pook near the door of his cell, when he wished to ext ane 

/ charge the books t» the readers, and give them credit on ° ote 

The library contains many juvenile books that are almos 
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the prisoners. I should not say almost but quite useless, if it were 

not that there are children among the convicts. If this prison is to 

bea refuge for children, as seems now to be the case, these juvenile 
books may, many of them be usefui. 

In order to converse with the convicts when not at labor, I fre- 

quently remain some time in prison with them during the long eve- 
nings. I have cultivated an acquaintance. with every convict ; have 
endeavored to learn their characters, that I may adapt private in- 
struction to each one, and that my public discourses may also have 

an acknowledged application. 

Undoubtedly erroneous views and feelings exist, with respect to 
convicts in a prison. Some seem to think that they can see in every 

one who wears a prisoner’s garb, the countenance of a reprobate; a 

hardened villian—an artful hypocrite—or at the best, one who should 
not be acknowledged as a “ man and a brother?’ But, in the lan- 

guage of my predecesser, I can say. “ I extend to them a brother's 
hand.” 

I believe there are men here who have been arrested in a mad ca- 
reer of wickedness, and by the salutary influence of human law, 

have been benefited, so that we have good reason to hope they will 

be orderly citizens in future. There are men here who have been 
guilty, but are now penitent; men whose hearts appear to be fixed 

that they will do their duty. Repentance seems to be written there. 
Tn the solitude of the cell, in pamful regrets for the past, and some- 
times bitter sorrows too, there is a joy, that is to say the least, one 

of the greatest the sinner can experience, springing up in the midst of 
all his regrets and sorrows: that is, the joy of Repentance. 

Of the 145 males in this prison nearly all can read; some are 
well educated, but generally, their education is very limited. 
ty are learning, or have been taught here. 
lish, and have not submitted to be taught. 

Twen- 

Seven can not read Eng- 

Of these seven, one is a 

Hollander, and reads his native language; one a German, and has a 

German education ; two, are French; one, an Irishman; and two, 
negroes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. N. STRONG, 

Chaplain.  
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INDIANA. 

Annual report of the Warden of the Indiana State Prison for 1848. 

"Phere were in the prison on the 30th day of November, 1847, 132 

‘there have been receiv dsi by conviction, --+e+ererreee 

T e r e ince DY ct ; 
62 

A fugitive re-takeny..seeeerer
eerressereses eee 

Total, .ecececeeccese
ersrerseseee seen eee eet 

There have been discharged by expiration of sentence,. .- 33 

by pardon. sees ress eereee 16 

by death,...- sees sereceee 5 

by order of the Sup. Court, 1 
55 

Leaving in the prison at this time, ose eeeeee 340 

being an increase of eight since my last report. Whether this nfs 

cates an increase of crime in our State, or whether it may Set 

ed for by other causes, J leave it to others to determine. one at 

Lam certain, that a large portion of those convicted d wns a : 

year, are transient persons not residents of our State. rom ne 

the citizens of our own State, there has been no mereate ot oe 

tions; and it will be found upon examination, that the State ° and 

na has 2 less number of convicts in her State penal institusions “ 

portion to her population, than any other State west of the Allegnany 

i + least eighty per cent. ; 

vee the prisoners ave been well clothed during oe past 

year; individual instances sometimes happen in which the “° ve : 

not exactly the thing it should be, but this is but seldom, an peri Pp 

not oftener than happens in every other establishment of the kin “he 

The diet of the prisoners, among them, is of all other causes, ‘ 

most liable to be a source of complaint, for at best, where wel nr 

attention is paid to this subject, their diet is but coarse, me i Te 

culated to pamper the appetite. Cut off from the gratihca’ only 

every sensual enjoyment or passion, and they are not men 2 

who have ever placed any great restraint upon themse ves, e _ 

fication of the appetite for food, appears to be almost their onl y on 

joyment; hence their many complaints in relation to its quality 
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quantity; yet great care should be had that their diet should be whole- 
some and suitable to their condition, and of sufficient quantity to sus- 
tain their physical energies in health and vigor. In this prison we 
have no weights and measures by which the appetites and wants of 

the prisoners are guaged. We have but little fear that men will sur- 

feit themselves with gluttony, with the coarse, substantial diet with 

which they are fed. The food consists of, at breakfast, corn bread, 

boiled bacon and rye coffee; at dinner, corn bread, boiled bacon, and 
either potatoes or beans; if beans, they have soup. During the sum- 

mer they have fresh beef soup twice or three times per week, with 

various garden vegetables, lettuce, onions and tomatoes, with vinegar 
and pepper. These two meals are eaten at a common table, with 

dishes, knives and forks. For supper they have nothing but bread 
and water, which is eaten in their cells. 

If { had any amendment to suggest, it would be a more abundant 

supply of vegetables and fresh meat diet, during the summer and mush 
and molasses, in lieu of bread, for supper; the latter, however is a 
mere matter of opinion of my own, and might upon experiment, prove 
to be not beneficial. Hospital patients are supplied with a separate 

diet suitable to their condition. 

They are lodged at night, each one to himself inhis cell. They are 

provided with a straw tick and pillow, and covering suitable to the 

season; I know of no improvement that could be made in this de- 

partment. Each cell is supplied with a night tub and a water buck- 

et, with fresh water every evening. 

The prisoners are shaved once a week, and on Saturday evening 

they are marched, one division at a time to the wash house, where 

they are required to strip and wash their bodies, neck, arms, feet and oe 

legs, with clean water and soap, and wipe themselves dry and put on 
a clean shirt,* deeming cleanliness to be al] important as a preserva- 

tive of health. There is no bathing apparatus connected with the 
prison, but in my opinion its importance as a therapeutic agent, would 

fully justify the small expense that it would require to establish a bath 

house. I have discarded the barbarous practice, which had ever been 

in use in this prison, of shaving their 
and often injurious to health. 

In the administration of the police of the prison, I have ever en- 

deavored to execute it with firmness, yet with feelings of kindness 

heads, as wholly unnecessary 

* Worthy of more general imitation.  
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and humanity, treating the prisoners as human beings, possessed of 

all the attributes of common humanity, capable of reasoning ro 

paring and judging, and not totally insensible to all appes s °! er 

better natures, and the universal laws of sympathy and ove aa 

satisfied, from over two years’ experience of my own, an ron the 

recorded testimony of prison officers, who from Jong years oe 

perience have had far better means of testing the princip es than an 

self, that this mode uf treatment will succeed, by being Perseven 

in, in almost every instance. True, obedience may be secur , ve 

compliance with the rules of the prison enforced, by mea one 

terrible appliances that crush the moral energies, ane ae ete 

powers of resistance by physical suffering. But alas ! a oe 

come of the man, that was made in the image of his Go 2 - on 

as that weight of physical suffering and oppression 1s remove - 

expands into a demon in human form, prepared for the “ ome 

every crime which makes the heart sick! Every vestige o gon me 

been tortured from his soul, and he stands forth like the riv rn - ny 

Heaven’s dread thunderbolt, a blackened and unsightly t ings wth 

not a leaf or a branch to give it comeliness, no sympathies, no ee i 8 

in common with his race, his only tie to humanity is his “ ermal 

lineaments in which hie God has made him. In proof ot e post 

tion here advanced, only fora moment remember back fora rey an ’ 

when the idea of governing a prisou by moral means me y 

entered into the heart of man; when a prisoner was rook’ upon a 

an untameable wild beast, that could only be governed Py P ie 

force, their heads shaved, and they shackled down with eT 

and chains, guards stationed in every part of the prison wi “wy 

muskets and bayonets, and yet insurrections, mutiny: and murder, 

currences. 
. 

Thue far in my report I have treated the question of the possibility 

of a convict being reformed as a conceded point—one that 5 st el 

in religion and ethics. This és the case in sore States, and as ong 

been acted upon in the government of their prisons, and expe 

has fully sustained them in their position, which can be shown v 

their reports. Yet there are many in this community, who en m 

possibility of effecting any good by moral means in our prison 3 ot a 

again, from a want of proper investigation, have fallen fn ° het 

opinion, from hearing it expressed by others, and from the ee oe 

little or no good ever has been effected in our Prison towards 

mation, simply because no attempt has ever been made, 
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It isa curious question in mental philosophy, how fara man’sbe- 
lief will be affected by his interest, and yet he be perfectly honest in .~ 

that belief. Make it my interest that every convict imprisoned for 
the next ten years should, immediately after discharged, be re-com- 
mitted, by which means I might build up a colossal fortune, my opin- 

ions might be materially changed from what they are now ; and more 
especially if this powerful interest had been brought to bear upon my 

mind before I had formed any decided opinions upon the subject, and 
still I might be as honest in those opinions as I am in these I now en- 

tertain. But the question comes up, and it is one that is frequently 
asked, can these men be reformed? I answer the question, yes, a 

thousand times yes; they can be reformed. Did I not believe that, 

I should certamly ask that there be no limit to imprisonment, for if it 
be a necessary consequence that a man once being convicted must .~ 
forever be afelon at heart, with no hopes of repentance or change, 

would not a just regard for the interest of society require that he be 

forever barred froma repetition of his offence against community ; or 

would it not still be better to return to those times when “men were 

stoned—were sawn asunder—were slain with the sword—wandered 
about in sheep and goat skins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented »? 

and the sooner the world becomes converted into a vast scaffold, sur- 

rounded by guards, and crowded by executioners and victims, the bet- 
ter. Why all this expense of providing for the criminal, that he may 
be imprisoned for a few years, and then agai. be turned loose upon 
society, a prey upon the innocent and unsuspecting ? or is he to be 
deterred from the repetition of his offence by the vengeance of the 
law, which liardens his heart, stupifies his moral sensibilities, and 
arms within him all the baser passions of his nature. Four thousand 

years experience has proven that vengeance and cruelty will not pre- 
vent crime. The history of the whole race of man, down through 
long ages past, written in characters of blood, exemplifies the truth 
of this assertion. In England, when the penalty was death to com- 

mit the smallest larceny, crime was as often committed as now. In 
that State, where cropping, branding, the whipping post, and the gal- 

lows, are the penalties inflicted for larceny, there is more crime com- 

mitted than where the penitentiary mode of punishment is resorted 

to. Our army regulations inflict death as the penalty for desertion, 
yet it did not deter hundreds from deserting during the war with 
Mexico, perhaps none, that would have deserted had there been no pe- 
nalty at all. If man cannot be deterred from the commission of  
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crime by visiting him with the most terrible penalties, how can it be 
prevented? The answer, if my position be true, is by reclaiming the 
wandering and erring children of men, by moral training ; done in 

mildness and christian love. 

What moral obstacle interposes between them and the path of vir- 
tue? We know that society is flooded with crimes that escape legal 
conviction, or for which there is no legal punishment, and why may 

not the solitary couch and the lonely cell, witness repentance as true, 
as the consecrated altar, accompanied by the most solemn and appro- 
priate services of religion 4 or does the judgment of a court, like the 
curse of excommunication of the See of Rome, forever cut off its 

victim from repentance and hope? They are, many of them, young 
in years, and have been betrayed into crime in moments of strong 
temptation and unwatchfulness, and often in direct contradiction to 
the precepts and conduct of former life. Want, poverty, and the 
force of circumstances, frequently induce departures from the path of 

rectitude, and are among 

*¢ The thousand paths that slope the way to crime.” 

Let justice as well as mercy plead for them. If a man stumble and 

fall, must he forever after lick the dust? Though he lose himself in 
a dark and tangled wilderness, let him not cast himself upon the cold 
hard earth in despair, but let him look aloft to Heaven’s light, by 

which to seek his path again. Surely, one fall, one wandering from 

the right path, cannot crush all the deep energies of the soul, totally 

destroy the warm affections of a loving heart, and paralyse the vic- 

tims that no help can succor or save. No, no! strong resolve, true 
courage, and loyalty to one’s self and Heaven, will subdue circum- 
stances ; and though many, very many, discouraging circumstances 

will have to be overcome—giances of contempt, and words of re- 
proach, may often wound and discourage—many, aye, more, cheering 

looks, and helping hands, and loving hearts, will encourage and sus- 
tain. 

WILLIAM LEE, Warden. 

: 
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Table No, 1 showing the number of Reports by the subordinate offi- cers against the convicts for offences, and the number, kind, and amount of pubishments inflicted by the Warden during the past year. 

Punishments by stripes,.........e0000005, : 109 By ceiling up on bread and waiter,.... 
eprimands, and let off on promise,.... 

  

Whole number of Reports... .....ccccceecece 212 

  

For attempting to escape 
For fighting, &c,....- 00.000 UT iitttt "390 For disobedience to officers,-...., ee eeee woneeneee 179 For offences against discipline,............., or 270 For improper languages. ..eccee eee nee Se eeeeaee 117 

Whole number of siripes inflicted,............ . 851 

Table No. 2, showing the number of prisoners in the Indiana State 
Prison on the 30th November of each yeor since its estublishment The number received Sor each year, also, the number discharged by 
expiration of sentence, by pardon, by death, by escape, and by rever- sad of judgment by Supreme Court. 

1899 No, ee a disch’d. pene died. eseap’a. by Sp%e court 

1823 4 3 os a . . 
1824 17 18 3 1 1 . 
1825 31 27 12 1 
1826 48 40 17 4 
1827 38 18 24 3 
1828 33 21 17 3 
1829 42 27 10 3 
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1830 35 20 16 

1831 46 32 10 1 

1832 54 31 12 
1833 65 31 10 4 
1834 61 25 14 4 
1835 55 31 22 12 
1836 67 35 12 6 
1837 61 35 15 3 
1838 49 25 20 13 
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50 12 

51 20 

66 10 

42 30 

43 27 

60 30 

63 26 

58 18 

59 34 

63 33 

975 460 

Table No. 4, showing the length of sentence in this Prison, 

For 36 years, 
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Table No. 3, showing the crimes for which the convicts were sent to this 

Tison. 

For grand larceny,...+. eee seeeeeees 

petit larceny, 

a
 

r
F
P
N
N
W
N
H
W
R
 
O
D
D
 

O
N
 

assault and battery with intent to murder,....... 

robbery, 
140 

assault and battery to commit rape,....+...6 e 

accessory to arson, Table No. 5, showing the ages of the convicts at the time of their con- 
viction,   forgery,..++.eeees : Under 20 years,....... 

burglary and assault and battery to commit murder, From 20 to 30 years, 

From 30 to 40 years, 

From 40 to 50 years,.... 
From 50 to 60 years,.... 

burglary,***' cece cece eee eee eens 
having counterfeit money in possession, 

receiving stolen goods,....... . 

incest, 
administering poison to commit murder,....... 

grand larceny and perjury,..++.sss sere aes eae 

manslaughter, ...« 
burglary and larceny,.... ++. Table No. 6, showing the grades of Education of the convicts 

murder...csceees Who have no education,..... 

kidnapping, .....+++5+- 
grand larceny and attempt to commit rape, 

Who can read only,..... 

Who can read and write, 
Who have a good English education, 

Who have classical, .......000 

@
 

P
E
E
 

W
W
 
R
e
e
 
E
e
e
 

o
e
 
R
O
H
N
 

Ww 
O
H
 

O
M
 

grand larceny and attempt to commit murder,...  
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Table No. "I, showing their habits of life, reported by themselves. Table No. 12, showing the nativity rf the convicts. 

Intemperate, seceee weeeee 50 New-York, ..... 

Moderate drinkers, o 
Kentucky, 

Temperate,...-++-seeeees . oes Indiana, .. 6 .ces cece ceeeee 
North Carolina,.... 

Tllinois,.. 0. cece cece eeees 

Connecticut, .......0.eees 
Alabama, ...... 

Table No. 8, showing their social relations. Ohio, .....-56. 

Maryland, .......4.- 
Married,. .-++, sere oe 

Delaware,.......... weceee 
Single, 6. cesses eeeees 

Widowers, ..eeeee eres 
Virginia, .... ceee sees cue: 

Tennessee, .....0005 
Pennsylvania, ....... 
France,...e eee es 
Treland, 

White males,...++. cece nee eeoeeee Baglandy res ese i ermany 

White females,..ce.eeeeeeees weet ence ee ; “ i 5 Massachusetts, ...... 

Black males, ...- see sees ecre sree Maine 

Mulatto males, : rerenee Vermont Seeeee 

Louisiana, 
Arkansas, 

Table No. 9, showing their race and sex, 
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Table No. 10, showing the number of convictions of the convicts. 

First time,... eee seen sees 122 

Second time,...seseeerers 12—3 of which were in other prisons. T . . 

’ Table No. 13, showing the counties from which the convicts were sent. 

Third time, ...+--> 

Fourth time, .... ere rere 
Jefferson 

; erson, ... 

Fifth time, : . 
Dubois 

Sixth time, .. 1—All in this prison. r tte, seen 
ayette, ... 

140 

= 
Vanderburg, 

Table No. 11, showing the nature of the offence. Noble, 

Offences against property... ++eesseeereeereneres s encer,.. 

Offences against persons,....ssseseeeseeeernerees 
Union press 

geeeees 
Whitley,  
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Dearborn, .... ..ee ee eeee 
Martin, 

Marshall, ... 
Jennings, .. 

Floyd, Physician’s Report. 

Carroll, .. 
Elkhart, 

Crawford,...« 
Monroe, ... 

Gibson,.... 
Randolph, .. 

Adams,...+e.. 

The Physician to the Indiana State Prison submits the following 
statements, showing the number of patients admitted to the hospital, 
the number of days lost, and the deaths which occurred from the first 

day of December, 1846, to the 30th of November, 1847. Also the 

number of patients admitted, the days lost, and the deaths which 

have occurred during the past year, ending this day. 

No — No. No. 
Months. of patients, ofdays lost. of deaths 

December, wee 30 162 

January, .... wesc 29 235 

. 7 31 

40 233 

352 

59 354 

Montgomery, ese. cere ecee scence rece neets 

Jackson, ..cececeneeesceeee 

St. Joseph,.... cee cece ewes seer cece ccecsceecnee 

Perryy. cee eeee ee 

Wayne, ..- 

Wells... cee cece seccces sec neeeeee 

Porter, ... 
io ue 

August, . 244 

September, .... see 34 

October, .. 

November, .. 

Washington, ..seeeee sees sree cceeces 

Parke, 2... cee eeeeee secs seuss 

Bartholomew, ... 
  

Marion, .... ..e0ee 
Orange, 
Ohio, .... .. 

Tippecanoe, ......- 
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Lawrence, ...6 sees eee 
Switzerland, ...+. Tabular statement of the number of patients admitted into the hospital, 

pee the number of days lost in each month, and the deaths from the 1st 
Delawares..++ssee sere day of December, 1847, the 30th of November, 1848. 
Hancock, .....-- 

Ripley, ..- 
Harrison, 

Fulton, ... 
Vermillion, ......+5-45 

Laporte, .scees snes ceerceer we 

Wabash, .-....-.-. see eeeeee eaee 

No. No. No. 
Months. of patients. of days lost. of deaths 

23 227 1 

January, ccc ccecacecceeceesveees 24 17 
February, .... 2-5 ceneee 35 165 

27 132 

17 

May, oo ccc eceecscreesesecscecerens Q4 89 

JUNC, eee eee eee eee neaeeeeats 124 f
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July, cccecedeceeeseecceeeeceeseeees 33 143 
August, oo... cece cece erences 101 

September,......seeseeeecceeeeeeesee 27 

October,...ececeecesceceenentecesees 9 

November,....s0eecececesceeeeeeses 15 

287 

The first table shows the number of patients admitted into the 

hospital during the last year of our occupancy of the old prison. The 

second table for the past year at the new prison. 

It will be perceived that there has been less admissions into the 

hospital, fewer days lost by sickness the past year than the year pre- 

vious, although there has been an increase in the number of convicts. 

This may be accounted for in the facilities which the new prison 

affords for the health and comfort of the convicts. 

Comparing the hospital statistics of other prisons with ours, we 

have still to report a larger number of admissions, and of time lost 

in the hospital, which seems to admit of local causes operating to our 

disadvantage. The location of the new prison Thave never deemed 

a healthy one; situated in the vicinity of the Falls, a humid atmos- 

phere surrounds it during the spring and fall which engenders disease. 

This observation is made from the fact that I have found that the 

fresh convict soon finds his way into the hospital with diseases of an 

intermittent character, consequent upon the locality, thereby, as it 

were, passing through an acclimation ; and if, as is often the case, the 

constitution is impaired by bad habits, it goes hard with him ; still the 

diseases are not generally of a fatal character, and yield readily to 

remedial means. 

There has been, as will be perceived, five deaths during the past 

year. The first was that of a convict who contracted his disease in 

the old prison,a case of long standing. The second was also a chronic 

case of an old inebriate, who came in with a constitution impaired and 

broken down, The third was the case of Houck, who died very sud- 

denly, and from some circumstances which transpired, which did not 

come to light until his death, I have every reason to suppose he com- 

mitted suicide by poison. He was sent for life, was only here about 

three months, and appeared melancholy during the whole period of 

his confinement. ‘The fourth was a case of pneumonia in an old man, 

predisposed to the disease. The last death was a case of hemiplegia; 
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or paralysis of half the body, which resisted the usual remedies’em 

ployed, and is always to be considered a fatal disease. 

W. F. COLLUM. 

Chaplain’s report. 

The chaplain of the penitentiary takes this opportunity to report 

that he has officiated regularly every Sabbath day since the first Sun- 

day of September, and that the convicts havé apparently manifested 

interest in the services performed. 

The good which may be accomplished will not be fully known be- 
fore that day when the secrets of all hearts shall be brought to light; 

and while 15 or 20 profess penitence for their sins, he is not prepared 
to express an opinion as to their sincerity, his intercourse with them 

being very limited. 

The suggestions bearing upon the elevation of their religious char- 
acter are these, that there should be an adequate supply of the Holy 

Scriptures, of well selected religious books and tracts, and a room 

fitted up in an appropriate style for a chapel, to be used only in divine 

worship. Respectfully, 
CHARLES H. PAGE, Chaplain. 

KENTUCKY. 

p ee 

Annual Report of the Keeper of the Penitentiary. 

Having had some experience in prison discipline, prior to my en- 
tering upon the arduous duties of my present station, I determined, 

as far as possible, to resort toa mild, gentle, and persuasive course, 

taking care to set, and have set, before the prisoners, an example of 
morality and uprightness, such as would bear their closest scrutiny ; 

believing that a more salutary influence might be exerted over the 

minds of the prisoners by such a course, than could be done by one 

of an unfeeling and rigid character, such as had been the practice in 

some of our prisons in by-gone days. Men may be driven to despe- 
ration, but scarcely ever to reformation ; they may be persuaded, by 

precept and example, to be better men, but no where have we heard 

of their being driven to it. Have we not seen even the furious tiget 

lick the hand that fed him, and the most dangerous animals domesté 

cated by a continual course of kind treatment, and skillful manage 

ment? It is true, that a judicious and well regulated discipline mu: 
| Assembly, No. 243. | 34 6 P ‘  
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be adhered to ; but, in its every feature, it must bear the impress of 

justice, equality, and sound reason. And I have been extremely 

careful not to enforee a rule that I could not give the clearest reason 

for the propriety of, and which had not for its object the advance- 

ment of the best interests of the inmates of this institution ; and T 

take pleasure in saying, that from such a course. I have more than 

realized my every expectation. When the prisoner first enters the 

institution, then is the tim above all others to make an appeal to 

his feelings and judgment, and to arouse in him his powers of reflec- 

tion. He enters, ’tis true, disheartened, disconsolate, disgraced. 

Then, if you abuse him, deal unjustly with him, or oppress him, you 

make a demon of him. While, on the other hand, if you will tell 

him, and labor to make him sensible of the truth of your assertion, 

that you are his friend as well as his keeper, and that you feel deeply 

for his situation, and desire his well being, while in all your course 

towards him you Jubor to induce him to turn that into a blessing 

which of all others he conceives to be the greatest curse that has ever 

befallen him, you will have made some advance towards gaining his 

confidence. Having gained that, it will not be so difficult to persuade 

him that it is in his power to turn that into a great blessing which he 

esteemed his greatest misfortune, you muy then inspire him with a 

determination to reform his life, and be a better man, by calling his 

attention to the fact, that it is written “ the way of the transgressor 18 

hard ; that he that stiffeneth his neck against reproof, shall suddenly 

be destroyed, and that without remedy ;’’ and that the tendency of 

his course is to eternal ruin. Ask him what he has gained by doing 

wrong, and what he has lost by not doing right? Labor to point out 

to him the path of rectitude, not only by precept, but also by exam- 

ple. Impress him with the truth, that the same blood which runs 

through his veins runs also through yours. Tell him he is your fer 

low, and, therefore, you feel interested for him. Tell him, that while 

he is accountable for his conduct asa prisoner, that the law holds 

you accountable also as his keeper, and that a Just God holds both 

accountable, both keeper and prisoner. Tell him that while it is 

made your duty, as the officer of the law, to keep him confined in 

prison, that the law no where forbids your sympathising with him 

Tell him, that you do symrathise with him, while you urge upon him 

the importance of cheering up bis spirits, and forming the noble reso” 

lution that he will reform his life, and turn from the folly of his ways. 

hast es 
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Tell him, as a reason for this advice, that peace and true happiness 

can ke found no where but in the paths of rectitude. 

These, gentlemen, are some of the principles by which I have been 

governed, and in my humble judgment they have worked well. I 

declare to you that Ihave scarcely met with one entirely hopeless 
case in the past four or five years. The most difficult cases are those 

of despairing recklessness ; and how, I ask, are those, the greatest of 

difficulties, to be overcome? I answer, first by begetting in them 

hope. This happy work is begun, first, by inspiring them with a be- 

lief that at the hands of their keeper they may expect justice, and 

that in him, at Icast, they have a friend. The convicted, imprisoned 

man, esteems himself contemned.and despised ofall men. He looks 

upon the family of man generally, as his enemies. 

A poor, miserable being, came to this prison some time last season, 

who determined to do some desperate deed by which his own destruc- 
tion should be brought about. He wasa man of about fifty years of 

age, who had for a long time indulged in the too free use of ardent 
spirits, till not only the peace of his family and friends were mea- 

surably destroyed, but, under its influence, he had been led to the 

commission of a high crime, and was convicted, sentenced, and 

brought to this prison. While on his way here, he declared to the 

sheriff, in whose custody he was, that he would kill the keeper and 

thereby insure his own execution. 

These facis were promptly made known to me by the sheriff on 
his arrival, and I took the case immediately in hand, and I now have 

the pleasure of saying that he has received not a stripe nor any thing 

of the sort, save some close lectures and feeling advice. This man, I 

am constrained to believe, could now hardly consent to become the 

murderer of one whom he esteems his best friend, and from whom he 

looks for friendship such as he can expect at the hands of no other. 

Task what was the object in founding an institution like this? No 

doubt its founders must have had in view the punishment of crime, 

and as an example to others, to deter them from the commission of a 

like offence, and the same individual from the commission of another. 

But I trust, and will even dare affirm, that they had another object in 

view, a higher and more noble one, viz: the reformation of the cri- 

minal, And who does not know, that affliction sometimes, yea, often- 

umes, is productive of the best of results ; as in the case of the pro- 

digal son, who, it seems, never came to himself till sheer necessity, 

and the fear of death, by starvation, drove him to reflect.  
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Many, I find, have become the unfortunate inmates of this house 

of correction, who at one time could have scarcely conceived such a 

thing ; but here they are, and their friends know by sad experience 

how to appreciate a well regulated discipline ; the great lever, or ra- 

ther the main spring to action has been brought to bear upon them, 

for they are now interested. When the wretched criminal first enters 

the penitentiary too much care cannot be taken in giving his mind a 

proper direction. At that important period, J am persuaded the work 

may be done, if ever. 

Then if he is brought under a proper discipline, and proper exam- 
ples are set before him, he will be sure to be benefited. 

And it soon becomes unnecessary to keep him in confinement lon- 
ger than a vindication of law may require. The remainder of this 

happy work is to be accomplished by his friends, his neighbors, and 

the community by which he is surrounded. They should treat him 
kindly, and deal with him as a kind father would a returning prodi- 

gal son. They should forgive him his wrongs, and labor to induce 

him to do wickedly no more. Ifa contrary course, however, is pur- 
sued towards him, notwithstanding much may have been done to- 

wards reforming him while in prison, he may again be driven to a re- 
petition of crime, and his last state will be rendered worse than his 

first. 

We have preaching in the prison regularly every sabbath. 

The manufacturing of bagging during the past year, has been 

rather more profitable than for several years past. We have been 

buying hemp at from $5 to $5.50 per cwt., since the 1st of last 

March, and selling bagging at from 103 cents to 15 cents, cash. 

Al statement showing the Expenditures of the Prison from the 1st day 
of December, 1846, to the 1st day of December, 1847, viz : 

For raw materials—hemp, lumber, iron, leather, &c.,&c., $21,989 56 

Provisions—for victualling prisoners,....... 4,371 40 

Fuel—wood and coal for engine, blacksmith shop, 

kitchen, &C.,. 0.0... 0 cee cece cece cece cess 2,730 98 

Building materials—brick and lumber for new 

buildings, .. 0... cc cee eee cece eee seen cece 2,711 60 

Salaries—pay of officers, physicians and guards,., 5,632 16 

Clothing—clothes and bedding for prisoners,..... 1,119 81 

Ferriage, &c.——cash paid ferriage and turnpikage 

for wagons hauling stone, hemp, &c.,,.......6 272 05 

533 

For hauling—hire of wagons, hauling hemp, stone, 
lumber, wood, &.,..4.sceecccensccaue aves 

Tools, &c.—tools and implements of trade for 
WOrKShOPS,. 06. cee cee scaecccccectaceecs 

Liberation money—cash paid to prisoners dis- 
charged, $5 each, as directed by law,..e.. e005 

Moral and religious instruction—paid to ministers 
of the gospel, and others, for the moral and re- 
ligious instruction of the priscners, as directed 
by law,.... -eae cues 

Hospital—medicines and medical instruments for 
use of prison hospital,........0..ceescecees 

Water privilege—cash paid town of Frankfort, for 
use of water, for prison engine, for the years 
1846 and 1847,............ 

Traveling expenses—expenses of officers in travel- 
ing to varidus points on business of Institution, . 

Stationery—for use of office,.. 
Escapes—rewards and expenses incident to arrest 

andjreturn of escaped convicts,.......+ see. 
Tobacco—for use of prisoners, as directed by law, 
Postage—Letters sent and received on business of 

Institution, ..... 

oem ere en wees 

re ae 

ee ras 

Total expenditures of the YEAl, eeeesenecess 

Which have been discharged as follows : 

By cash received for the sale of bagging, 

and for the manufacture of bagging 
for individuals,........0.0+..e08 $27,433 49 

Cash received for sale of manufactured 

articles at prison,.........+..00. 8,027 93 
Cash received for lock-up fees, for the 

safe-keeping of slaves,........... 285 00 

Barter—manufactured articles given in 

exchange,.....cseccsssessscses 6,407 93 

$1,609 92 

7ll 97 

385 00 
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The following tables are given to show the number of prisoners received 

and discharged during the past year; the present number of inmates, 

their crimes, sentences, nativity, education, ages, previous habits, 

social relations, §c., §c., viz: 

WNamber of prisoners in confinement on the Ist day of Decem- 

ber, 1846, as per report of last yeaT,...s..seeeeseree sees 

Received into the prison, from the Ist day of December, 1846, 

to the Ist day of December, 1847,......sse.seeererecere 

Makingy.....ceescee cree cseeaenc cee cree eres 

The number discharged during the same time, ) . as follows: 

By expiration of sentence,....eeeeee seeeeeer eee reee 48 

Pardon of Governor Owsley,.....se0seeeeeseeees 22 

Restoration to the rights of citizenship, by pardon of 

Governor Owsley, one day previous to expiration of 

sentence, . were ee cece cnet ones 

Pardon of President of the United States,...+%..-+++ 

Escaping... cess cece cree cee ccen ence cnasenes 

Death, .... ccc cece cece cnn eetrcnee cece ceenenee 

Making, ..... 200 cose sees cceeecnencoeores 

Leaving in confinement, on the Ist day of December, 1847,... 

Of the above number there are— 

White males, .... 0... cee cence eee r ee ceeneernerae sees 

Colored males,...-. ees ceee an ecccccens cess eceecces sees 

Colored females,.....020 cee scene seer ecceneesetcecees 

Total, 0. cece cece eee n een cence cern nese rseeenes 

Crimes and number. 

Bor larceny,.... 000. scce cece cccnereccnnnancncceecens 

Horse stealing,......eescesscceescecccecscereccace 

Passing counterfeit money,.......0 sees sees cere cees 

Manslaughter,.....cseesecnsscersers cannes cane cece 

Burglary, ...0 cece cee cen ee scan aren cceenecesnente 

Assisting slaves to rum @WAY,.as.ecees seer sseeceoers 

Highway robbery,......00 sere sseccces cscs sececees 

Making counterfeit money,..ee.seeeeeeeceessereeecs 

Forgery, ..00 cceeccsesscesccnncncnccnsnessneseses 
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Por Perjury, .csccccoe cscs veee nese eset eset sneereascnes 

Intent to kiN, . ce cee eee cece nen cece cnet eretoees 

5:10): Sa 

Rape, i... cee cece cece cece neccetee nace csesceneee 

Stealing slaves,.... 2.0.00 senses . 

Bigamy, .......s cece cece cceeee 

Poisoning, .... 0.00.05 

Fraud,......e.eeee eee een eeesececne . 

Escaping, 

Mail robbery,........ 

| 
e
e
 

e
n
w
 
w
a
n
 

bo
t 
a
 

oO
 

| 

Counties sent from, 

Allen,........ nek eee cence tenet ete e ences 

Breckinridge,...... 

Ballard, . see e eee eet rene eee t ance 

Bracken, weet cee e cee cent eet eenee 

Campbell,......20 cee cece cesses ces ceun eens 

Christian, .... oe ccc cece scence cence 

Clays nce cccecccce cece cece ete nes cece rece ceee 

Clarke... 0 cee cee ccc cee tees ence ee eteneeneees 

Daviess, . ccc cece cccecsce sere cseesceeccesneee 

Estill, .. 0. cece cece cere nec c ence sa sees sceesees 

Fayette, ccc ccc cece cect eens cane teecneeeaees 

Fulton, cc. cece cece cece nce ce ccc este eres ones 

Pleming,.... 0. cc cece cece cere cee e cena aweens 
GHEeN, Lc ee cee cee cece c ee cece cent ence eens 

Gallatin, ... cece ccc cece eee ec eee eeneeneeees 
Greenup, soe. cece ences cesercecnccenscenneeees 

Hardin,.......+. 

Hickman, ..c2.ccecsce ccc seceerescreresenvees 

Hopkins,.... ccc cece eee e cee eens sree aneeeece 
Kenton... ccc ce cece cee rene cee ence nnee ence 

seem ere ae rere reas sons 

Jeflerson,.... ccc cece nce n cee e cnee cece ereens 
Livingston, ...c csc sacs ce ccce cnet ersenenenees 

Lincoln, oo. ccc cece cece cece ee cece eseeceeseres 

Logan, ..cc sce cece cee ec aeee sneer eeees 
Masony.... ccc cece scree acer eee cneneseeeese 
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Mercer... .csr ever cece 

Monroe, ...... ee cece ees 
Marshall, ......ceeseencvee ceener ces 

Nicholas, .... 

Owen, cee cee. seeees 

Ohio,.... cee eee 

Russell, .. eee eae 
Simpson,.....+6 

Whitley, 
United States Court,...... ee
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Totale.scecceecavene 

Terms of sentence. 

four years, cece seee cece eeeeceres 

Three years,.. 

Two years, ...5 eee. 

Yen years,.....seeeeceree 
Five years,...2 cece cece nee e cerns cece sececens 

One years. ce sees eee e cece awerecnceeeeens 
SS
R 

2
8
 

8 

Seven yearsy.ceesesec cece rece cnet eee vesecescuces 

Six years, ce seee cee enc ecee rect eres nse ccencene 

Eight years,....- eee cee eee cree wenn neeenees 

One year and six months,.......ces cere ecceseeeiees 

Forty yearSy. sees seee cece veer cece cree ecerccsecens 

Fifteen years, . ss. cee cece eee eet ene c eens een neee 

Nine years,. sc. cece reece ec ece rect ence cece eens rane 

Four years and six months,.......ce.seeceeeseeeenes 
Three years and four months,.......0.seeeseeeeeeees 

Twenty-two years)... cee cece cece eee nceee rene cees 

‘Two years and six months,...-.s,sssese cee ceenvens 

Twelve years,.ccecsecsscceesce sence ncneeneeeeaees 
One year and eight months,...........sseeeeeeeeeees 
Three years and six months,.........seesceeceseeeee 

Six years and six months,.... sees seceeeer sete cnes 
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Total. cccrccccccsccerercens coeneecencesves \ 
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Kentucky,.... 

Virginia, .... 

Pennsylvania, ......... 
Treland, ..........08. 

New-York, ... 

Germany,.......... 
Ohio, 

Tennessee, .......... 
North Carolina,.. 

South Carolina, 
Maryland, ........ 

Indiana,......... cece eee 
Alabama,...c.seessceeeee 
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ese. 

eee ee eens 

Delaware, ....... eee aces 

District of Columbia,...... 

New-Jersey,. cc ccc sce seen cece cectcacecaeeaces 

Massachusetts, 6... ccc cece cece ceeeceee scenes 

France, .... cscs ees 

Scotland, ............ 

England,.......c ccc see cece cece seeeecens 

Georgiag.... cee cee cece cence cee ects nena cans 

Arkansas, .... 0... cece cence eee eee e ne ceee sees 

Mexico, cee cece ewe e ence cee eee aees 
Vermont,......05 

Total, cc. ccce cece sccees —_
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Education. 

Superior, or those whoj have a classical or scientific education, 

Good, or those who have received a general English education, 

Common, or those who can read, write and cypher,.......6 

Poor, or those who can only spell and read.........00- e000 

None, or those who are entirely destitute of education,,.....« 

Total, .. cc ccc ccc s ce cece sce ee enn e cent anes ceesaces 

g
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Ages. 

From fifteen to twenty,.....ccesececceecscceeee 18 

twenty to thirty, ccc ccescetereenctseeees 88  
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From thirty to forty,...+ sees eeesescees eter cess 

& forty to fifty, .c. scene ee cere eee tere cece 

fifty to SIXLY, ..-. eee ceceeeeneer cree aces 

sixty to seventy,...+ esse eeeereree seer eres 

seventy to eighty,.....eeeesseceessec cece 

Total, cc. cece cee cere renee cer caer ste 

Previous hat-*s. 

Habitually intemperate,.... 2-6. -: 

Occasionally intemperate, ...e.e0o cree sere corres 

Temperate, 

, eee er ee nse 

Total, .... cere 

Social relatiovs. 

Singley.....ccereece eects cree ceee rene ceneeees 

Married, ...-.0ceccen cere neon seen eccerere recs 

Widower, ..ce cscs cenceencorccer enon arencecs 

Separated, ...--.6-eeceee cere reese 

ee Total, 

Upon taking medical charge of the hospital, in March, we found no 

special arrangement for the comfort of the sick, nor any account of 

what had been the previous regulations of this department of the in- 

stitution. ‘The place appropriated to hospital purposes, was a trian- 

gular room on the lower floor, near the cells, with one door and one 

window on the same side, by which ventilation was procured. ‘The 

bedding was indifferent, and deficient in quantity, without that regord 

to cleanliness so necessary in hospital arrangements. The supply © 

medicine was small and indifferent. 

Our first efforts were used in procuring good bedding, proper ne- 

ges, and a supply of medicine and medical fixtures, every thing in fact 

ealculated to render the sick comfortable. ; ' 

Paring the first year we treated 196 cases, all of which recovered, 

e our reports. 

The second a 215 cases were treated, one of which died. 

The third year 304, of which 2 died; one of these died of consump- 

tion, and the other of chronic disease of the brain. The present yeat 

4.45 i 

No. 243. 539 

281 cases have been treated, of whom 3 have died; one of pneumonia; 

one of cholera morbus, and one, the third an old negro man, died very 
suddenly of disease of the heart, in his cell. 

Every year numbers of convicts are sent to the penitentiary labor- 

ing under chronic oracute diseases, which render them wholly unable 

to perform manual labor for months, and frequently for the term of 

their sentence. These convicts are sent without any account from the 

f jailers or other persons, of the nature of their diseases, or any thing 

else in relation to them calculated to enable us to form any opinion 

fin relation to their respective cases; some have been sent almost blind, 

while others have come deformed by rheumatism, or almost rotten 

; with venereal disease. In the early part of the past summer an out- 

F rage was committed by some one connected with the jail at Louisville, 

(whether intentional or not we will not say,) which caused great in- 

convenience, and considerable loss to the institution. Two convicts 
were sent from thence and received into the hospital of the prison, 

while in the fever stage of the small pox. It is reported that the dis- 

ease existed in the jail there, at the time these men were sent, and as 

both of them were unwell when they started, it was an act of great 

imprudence to send them here before the nature of their cases was 

known. We saw them shortly after their arrival, and had no difficul- 
ty in detecting the disease. Every necessary caution was used to pre- 

vent the spread of the disease; vaccination was resorted to immedi-~ 

ately, and every inmate who had not been subjected to its influence 

hefore, was vaccinated. The twoconvicts already diseased, were put 

in a room remote from the other departments of the institution, and al¥ 

intercourse at once prohibited; notwithstanding these precautionary 

measures, nine cases occurred, all of which recovered. 

There are in the hospital at this time two convicts, just from Lou- 

isville, who are too much afflicted to be put to work. One has lost 

the use of his lower extremities, and the other has chronic syphilis. 

W. C. SNEED, M. D. 

LEWIS SNEED, M. D. 

Several new buildings have, in pursuance of law, been erected dur- 

ing the past year, to wit: 

A new brick eating house and chapel, 80 feet long. 40 feet wide, 

and two stories high, occupied and used as ivliows: eating room, 60 

by 40 feet, floor paved with brick, well furnished with tables and 

seats; kitchen, 20 by 40 feet, paved floor also, and fixtures complete,  
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containing an improved apparatus for cooking by steam, which is a 

great saving of fuel and extra hands in this department. The chapel 

and Sunday school room in the second story, is 60 by 40 feet, well 

furnished with comfortable seats, a good pulpit, &c. Instead of re- 

maining in the workshops on the Sabbath plotting mischief, or listen- 

ing to tales of licentiousness and crime from veteran offenders, as was 

formerly the case, they are now assembled in this comfortable room, 

throughout the day; those who are educated teach those who are not, 

and thus a regular Sunday school is completely organised, and works 

well. Many of the prisoners take a lively interest in this new ar- 

rangement, and are endeavoring to profit by it. 
JAMES DAVIDSON, Treasurer, 

H. I. BODLEY, ist Auditor, 
BRYAN Y. OWSLEY, Register Land-Ofice. 

THO. S. PAGE, 2d Auditor, 

O. G. GATES, Attorney-General. 

The time has arrived at which legislative action becomes necessary, 

in order to continue the management of the institution, by the appoint- 

ment of another keeper, or the adoption of some other plan, should it 

be deemed advisable. 

The committees have instituted a strict and thorough examination 

_ into the situation, management, conduct and profits of the penitentiary 

during the term for which it has been leased to the present keeper, and 

have taken pains to examine into the conduct and management of oth- 

er institutions of the same kind, in other States of the Union. 

From the report of the State prison in Michigan, it appears that the 

-number of prisoners for the last year was 126, and the clear profits of 

: the institution, $368.61. 

' The Ohio Prison, which is regarded as one of the best managed in 

. the United States, both as regards the condition of the convicts and 

; the interest of the State, during the last year, numbered 461 prisoners, 

and her clear profits were $15,504. 
; ‘The Maryland Prison, for 1845-6, the committee not being able 

i to get hold of a more recent report, had within its walls an average 

| of 287 convicts. Total profits of the year, $1,220.92. 
\ The Mississippi Prison, in 1846, numbered 89 prisoners, and fell 

‘ short $884.53 of supporting itself. 

: The Connecticut Prison, in 1847, averaged 150 prisoners ; its total 

‘profits were $3,472.12. 
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The Allegany Prison, Pennsylvania, in 1845, (being the most re- 
cent report the committees could get,) averaged 130 prisoners, and 
its profits fell short of its support $1,042.50. 

The Easter, or Philadelphia Prison, 1846, averaged 308 prisoners, 
and fell short of supporting itself, by its profits, $3,360.32. 

And the great Auburn Penitentiary, in New-York, (by far the 
largest, we believe, in the Union,) with an average of '7'78 prisoners, 
shows a clear profit of $4,806.12. While the Kentucky Peniten- 
uary, 1847, engaged 166 prisoners, and by her report shows a clear 
profit of $10,962.64. 
We would not be understood as giving the foregoing estimates of 

expenses as perfectly accurate, for we had to cull ‘out, from the ge- 
neral reports, the several items of ordinary expenses for support, and 
may have omitted some, but we feel confident enough of their cor- 
rectness to present them as data for comparison. 

These statements exhibit the fact, that the Kentucky Penitentiary, 
taking into consideration the number of prisoners, is less expensive, 
and yields a larger amount of profit, than any other institution of the 
same kind in the United States, so far as the committees have been 
enabled to ascertain them from official reports; and we think show, 

also, the superiority of the plan adopted for the management of our 

prison, by the Legislature of Kentucky, over that of any other State. | 

In Michigan and Ohio, the prisoners are hired out in lots, for terms | - 

of years, at an average of 30 to 35 cents per day ; and the commit- 

tees, or a part of them, had thought that this plan, or to rent the pri- 

son out, for a given sum, would be best for this State; but, on ex- 

amination, have come toa different conclusion, as those modes largely 

increase the number of officers, &c. From an examination of these 

official reports, and mature reflection on the subject, the committees - 

are well satisfied that no change could be made in the present mode 

of conducting the business of the penitentiary, without great detri- ; 

ment to the public interest, and infliction of inconvenience and injury 

tpon the condition of the convicts. ‘ 

The committees have, with care, examined into the condition of the 

prison,and take great pleasure in bearing testimony to the clean, neat, 

and orderly manner in which it is, in ali its departments, kept. 
Our penitentiary is likely to prove to be, in fact, what it was al- 

ways, in theory, designed to bea school of reformation, as well as 

a place of punishment.  
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Report of the Agent of the Tennessee State Prison, 30th Sept. 1847. 

The profits arising to the institution from its last two years’ opera- 

tions, is thirteen thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight dollars. 

It may be proper to remark that the operations of the prison were 

eonsiderably embarrassed by the change of a larger portion of the 

convict labor from profitable branches of mechanism in which they 

were skilled, to that of preparing stone for the erection of the State 

Capitol—a new business in which they were almost totally inexperi- 
enced ; indeed, the profits are not shown to be as large as they would 

have been in the absence of any change from their former mode of 

labor. 

The expenses have been greater than that of the two preceding 

years, in consequence of the high prices of provisions, together with 

the necessary building and other improvements upon the prison pro- 

perty. 
JOHN McINTOSH, gent. 

Recapitulation. 

bills receivable, 

Accounts due prison, 

$12,693 47 
20,328 54 
59,084 81 
1,619 85 

10,535 86 
13,074 19 
7,379 33 

13,798 00 

Commissioners of state house, 

Cash on hand September 30th, 1847,... 

Victualling,.... 

Balance favor of prison, 

$144,514 06 

74,349 28 
604 35 

4,029 13 
596 00 

65,845 30 

$144,514 06 

By manufactures,...... eee cececeeeeees 

% Interest, 

‘- Sundry accounts due,.... 
& Bills payable,....... occ cc cece cceers 

“ Former balances to Sept. 30th, 1845, .. 
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Statement of Prisoners, September 30th, 1847. 

Whole number in confinement Sept. 30th, 1845, 

Since received, white males, 

black males, 

white female. ..seccecscacceres ee eees 

black female, 

Discharged by expiration of sentence from Sept. 30th, 

1845, to Sept. 30th, 1847— ~ 

White males... .. 0. .c ee cece ee ence eens 

Black males... .... eee cece ee eee ee eeees 

White females, 

Pardoned under the law of 1836— 

White males,... 

Black males, 

General pardons— 

White males, 
Black males, 

Writs of error—white males,. 

Proved by master, black male slave,.....ecseeeeeeee 

Now in confinement,....... eect cnet eet e ewer reese 195 

338 

The Convicts were employed on the 30th September, 1847, as follows : 

Cutting stone for capitol, 

Quarrying stone for capitol, 
Blacksmithing for 

Sawing stone for  d0.j.... ee cence ee cee nee eeeeees 

Turning griadstone for stone cutters, 

Rubbing stone, 
Waiting on stone shop and yard, 

Working at carpenteving for the stone cutters and capitol, 

Sick this day,..... 

14 
9 

2 

i 

i  
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In the carpenter shop,........5-.000 cece ee eee eees 

© Cooper ShOPy. see cccerescecceeceeeueaceveses 
blacksmith shop,.... cee ceseeeeees cece eens 

shoe shop,.... seen beeen 
wagon maker’s Shop,......sseeeseceeercees e- 

turning shop,.....eeeees we 

Making chairs,..... sees eeeeseeeceeens een eee sees 

Making harness,.....-.+.0005 eee 

Picking and carding wool, 

Hackling shucks,....++ +++. eee e ee neeeeneee 

Painting, 

Making band boxes,.......... ee eeeeee wees 
Attending steam engine... ..seeeeeeeeee eeees 

Cleaning cells and wings,.....ceeseceeeenee recto 

Waiting on shops, 

Cooking, .....eeeceeees sees 
Washing,...... eee ee cece een cere s cee t ee eeees 

Hospital nurse, 
Making convict clothing,........-.00. seesees veeee 

3 

Sick (those who are) invalids, 

Crimes of which the convicts now in prison were convicted. 

Murder in the Ist degree,......0..e seen eee eeee 10 

Murder in the 2d degree, 
Negro stealing, 6... .. cece cece eens eee eee eens 

Incest, 

Horsestealing,......... occ cece cence ee etenes 

Bigamy, ...sseeeeees 

Shooting, 

Grand larceny,.... 0. sceeeeeseeseecenees seeeeae 

Forgery, ......-0s ee ee eeeneee eee eeeee oe 

Stabbing, ..... 

False pretences, 

Burglary, .. 6. seeeeee 

Receiving stolen goods, ........05- ewes eeeeeeee 
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Assault to murder, .......... 

Petit larceny, ..... . 
Perjury, 0... cece cece seca eee eee reece een aees 
Counterfeiting, . 

Harboring a slave,...., 
ereeee eee eo emeeese ress enrensresens 

Voluntary manslaughter, 

Selling a free man of color,.... 
Giving forged pass to slave, . 

Seducing slaves, .. 

Ages when convicted. 

Under 20 years,.... 

From 20 to 25 years, 

From 25 to 30 years, 

From ?0 to 40 years, 

From 40 to 50 years, 

From 50 to 60 years, 

From 60 to 70 years, 

18 years, 

15 years, 

12 years, 

11 years,.... 

years,.. 

years and 6 months, 

years and 5 months, 

years, ... 

years and 10 months, 

years and 7 months, ......eeeeeee 

YOATSy oc cece es ccceneeeeevecesseseccecs 
[Assembly, No, 243.]}  
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For 4 years and 6 months, ...seseeeseeseeecees Monroe, wee sees cece sccnsccenseees 

4 years and 5 months, ......+- eee sees aes 

Oe eee sane 

8 years and 6 months, ........+.++ oe 
B YCATSs ee ceeewecece eeeees eae seen cece 

2 years and 6 months, ......seeeseeeeees 

2 years and 3 months, ......eeeseeeseecs 

Fentress, ....cceesceceesees 

Williamson,........... 

Macony.....ceeceseveees 

Bradley, .....sseeees 

Gibson, .......0 eee 

Shelby,.........se0ee 

Humphreys, 

1 year and 6 months, 6. cssecesececececees : Giles, .....ccecesees 
L year, ce eceeecer ence cece ce anens wee eees 

Not specified, ......eeeee. cece rece eeease j McMinn, ......cecceccecn cece 

Blount, ......00..- : a 

Polk, .....0.000. 

; ; ; . . Hardeman, 

Counties in which the convicts now in the Penitentiary were convicted. & 

Davidson, ..sseccsecesccscccccerrescssesses cots 20 White, .... .. 

Fayette, .c.sccessenees so neceeee cc eceeeeeee sees 

Stewart, ..cecvceesccesees 

Montgomery, ..++sssecececccnecenes wee Washington, 6... cceccseccccccaceccecuces 
Hardin,.... Anderson, .......... pean 

Bedford, . . Lincoln, ......00 seeees 

Madison,.....cescesesecees seceees Bledsoe, .... cee eeseees 

Marion, ...- Rutherford, . 

Wilson,..... see sect ceas 

Grainger, ..sseeeeeee : Franklin, ... 
Lawrence, .....+ encom ae en scene Cannon, wesace 

Coffee, ..seeeseeees Perry,...... 

Henderson, ....-+. 

Hamilton,. oe eect cee cee neoe neve: Van Bureny.... sca .eeees 

Hickman, ewe eaerenes errr eee eee ee o- Carter, ccc. cece ceveues seaee 

Johnson, ..-+ soneeee Campbell,.......- 
Obion, oe . Dickson,.......000- a ceerccee bnew essences eoeceee 

Wayne, ..secececeeecee ecaeeees eect ceeeeee es 

Weakley,...esseeeee . . | McNairy, 0... 00000. seas 
. Cocke, .... cecescceces Haywood, ...+.-+- 

Marshall, ........... Tipton, ......- ecco cee reeeee 

Knox,.....0555 

Carroll... cece cece eves cree enenaces 
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Natives of the following States and Countries. 

2
 
©
 

Tennessee, ..ceceeecceeeren cece neee ence teeenas 

North Carolina,...-.seeceee cece eens cece ewee eres 

m 
08
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0 

Kentucky, ....0- ccsecees cece cece anes cen wnnees 

South Carolina, ...6 cose ssee cere cee e sees ceewens —_
 

©
 

Di
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Virginia,. cc. cece cee e cece eee 

Alabama, ...scceereeescceccenceees 

Maryland,......ccceeeenee cee eeee ect nes rene 

New-York, ...0 ccc ccc ecco reece nee eeeencerens 
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Georgia, oc cc ccc cence cree nee cnet eeetsceenenes 

Indiana, ....scceccee sence ccce sees creer cea neers 

Louisiana, ...cccee cece see aece ere asstecneene 
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Ohi0g coe cece cee ene eect eee e eee een rere ees 

Delaware, ..ccccee cece cece eeencteseseeccaanees 

New Hampshire, ...0..0+cceeceeesernsetenceces 
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  Treland,. ccc ccc cece nee cnet cece eee e cre eeenes 

Wales, .ccc cece cece erences cere ecenneeeeeeens 

pe
es
 

Germany, ..eescceccce eee cenenceesceensee reese 

England,.....cee cece seer ees eens see eeneeeees 
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Scotland, .... cece eee cect aren ene ee ee ene eeee 

Holland,.... cece cece eee cere crete eeeenteee 
Canada, .... eee cere ete cere nee ens rene ences 

l
o
 

R
R
 

H
H
O
 
T
H
Y
 

Cr
im

es
. 

t 
La

re
en

y,
. 

0) 

Mu
rd

er
, 

..
ce

ec
re

e 

  

3,
 
ls
bo
ot
in
g,
 

sv
er
se
ee
 
S
L
O
W
S
,
 

cc
ce
en
e 

De
at
hs
 
fr

om
 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

30
¢1
, 

18
45
, 

to 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

30
th

, 
18

47
. 

18
45
, 

Pe
 

W
h
e
n
 

re
c’
d.
 

J
a
y
 

18
, 

Ap
t 

18,
 

13
37
) 

« 
Se

pt
, 

2, 
18

44
,'

Ho
rs

e 
S‘
ea
li
ng
,.
.!
 

+.
 

(J
un
e 

24
, 

18
45

,,
Gr

an
d 

La
rc
eu
ay
,.
.;
 

{ 
se

vc
ce

ee
 

Ju
ly

 
5,
 

18
4 

th
ee
 

wee
 

ne
e 

sa
ae
c 

D.
 
Do

ve
r 

oh
n 

B
r
e
w
i
 

Jo
hn
 
Kn
ig
ht
             Wi

ll
ia
m 

De
an

,.
..

..
..

 

Av
 
p
e
w
 

E
d
d
i
n
g
t
o
n
,
.
.
.
.
s
e
s
e
e
e
s
 

te
xa

nd
er
 
V
e
N
i
c
h
 

|
.
.
.
 

so
fs

er
t 

W
y
a
  



550 fAsseune¥ 

Physician’ s report. 

The health of the inmates has been gradually but regularly im- 

proving since the introduction some three or four years since of sana- 

tory arrangements referred to in my Jast report. At present the health 

of the place is, perhaps, as it has been at any period. Nine deaths 

have ocvurred within the last two years; one man was crushed to 

death by the accidental falling of a heavy stone; one died in an epi- 

leptic convulsion, in his cell at night, the death probably being pro- 

duced from the rupture of a small blood vessel in the lungs, produc- 

ing suffocation ; one was brought to the prison ina carriage, almost in 

the arms of death, and survived but a few days. Under existing cir- 

humstances it is perhaps unnecessary to urge the erection of a com- 

modious and properly ventilated hospital room, and the extension of 

the general enclosure of the institution. Whilst so much of the labor 

of the convicts is required in the erection of the state capitol those 

very necessary improvements cannot coriveniently be made. 

The confinement of the convicts on Sunday within their cells, exer- 

cises, I have no doubt, an unfavorable influence on their health, but 

whether or not this can easily be avoided, I am unable to say. 

FELIX ROBERTSON, Physician. 

GEORGIA. 

Report of the Principal Keeper of the Penitentiary of Georgia for 

1847, 

The great objects with me have been, to reform the offender, and 

at the same time make his labor re-imburse the expenses incurred. 

The greater my experience and observation of the working of the 

system of penitentiary punishment as established by our penal code, 

the more firmly have I been convinced of its practicability and utility; 

and EF would here most respectfully remark, that however well calcu- 

lated in theory to obtain success, may be any system of internal reg- 

ulation, much depends on the manner of enforcing it. A more use- 

ful example may be attained by an appearance of confidence and 

trust judiciously extended, than by the most rigorous enforcement of 

rigid discipline. The accents of kindness have been known to reach 
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and soften hearts, impervious to the shafts of violence and force. 
Hence the policy of the principal keeper should be firm, determined, 
patient, persuasive and kind. 

The financial state of the institution is in good condition. It is 
abundantly able to meet all its liabilities, pay all its expenses, and 
leave it a sum of $15,315.35 as clear profits over and above im- 
provements. . 

Through the philanthropy and charity of Miss D. L. Dix, of Mas- 
sachusetts, a library of 300 smal] volumes has been presented to the 
institution about two years ago, which has contributed much to the 
moral comfort, and intellectual occupation of the inmates. 

The entire amountof nett profits for the four years’ operations, now 
in hand, is $31,542.30 ; of which there are in book keeper’s hand 
$15,315.35 ; the larger portion of which is in cash, notes, and ac- 
counts, nearly all created the present year, and due the 1st of Janua- 
ry next. In the principa) keeper’ s department, there remains for im- 
provements after every liability is paid, $16,22.695. This sum re- 
mains after taking away from gross profits $2,261. 10, loss on brick 
turned over to present keeper, and which was lost by being defec- 
tive, and in the sale of them, and which is not strictly chargeable to 
present stock. The nett amount of profits in the principal keeper’s 
department, may be increased or diminished as the amount of raw’ 
materials may be greater or less than the balance abstract of my report. ~ 

In my former report I have alluded to the difficulty of attaining 
accuracy in these abstracts, which are made up by keeping an ac- 
count, each quarter, of the issues, which are subtracted from the orig- 

inal amount on hand at the beginning of each quarter, and the 

purchases by inspector during the quarter. It will be observed 
that the number of pardons granted in each year, appears to be 

numerous. These pardons, however, with the exception of a very 

limited number, have been extended a few days only before the expi- 

ration of sentence—the object being to restore civil rights and privi- 
leges, forfeited by the delinquent—and not materially to abridge the 

term of confinement prescribed by sentence of the court. This sys- 

tem of rewards for good conduct I highly applaud, and recommend ; 

from my own experience of its utility in the matter of prison govern- 

ment, and tending to encourage in the mind of the convict a habit :.* ~. 
of just thinking, that may exert a beneficial and permanent influence . 
upon his future career. 

A. W. REDDING, P. K. P. G.  
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Since Ist October, 1846, to Ist October, 1847, the admissions into 

the hospital have been 128. 

In this statement are not comprehended the cases treated among. 

the guards, those in the female ward, nor those for which prescrip- 

tions have been given while the patients have been able to pursue 

their occupations. 

No death has occurred, either among guards or prisoners, during 

the interval above stated. 

BENJ. A. WHITE, 

Surgecn of Penitentiary. 

Table showing the number of convicts received in the Penitentiary of 

Georgia, from its organization to the 4th day of October, 1847— 

the different crimes for which they were imprisoned—the average 

length of their sentences—their ages when committed to prison——the 

number discharged by expiration of sentence, were pardoned, died, 

and escaped—together with the number of re-convictions. 

Total number of men received,.........2e0ee0- 1,076 

Total number of women received,........ 000006 15 

1,091 

Convictions for 

ATSON, cece ec eee eee eter e nes cease nseeesee 

Altering bills,... 0. ccc cece cece erence ne cane ence 

Assault to kill... ec ccc cece cect ener eet eneenes 

Assault and battery,......0c sees cee ccer coerce 
Aiding escape,.......00.eee eee ewe eee ee eeeee 

Assault to commit rape... cece cece cseeerencees 

ACCESSOTY,. + cee ene cece eet ees mente een eeeees 

Bestiality). ..6. cece cere reece ee cece ectneeeees 

Burglary, ..- cee sece cece ecce rests ascrsenees 

Breach of trust,......cc cece cece cece cece cccnes 

Bigamy,. cee sees cess cee esse scenveen sce aces 

Counterfeiting, .. 00. eee cece cece eee ececeaeeees 

Cheating and swindling, ...e.sse cece sere eeeeees 

Escape, sca ccneccce cert ave seasasescscteeees 

Embezzling,.....sccccceccetcsevcesectevncees 

Porgeryy. cee ceee cece cece enecenceenese testes 

Gambling with negroes). ...esgeseseeseeecectees 
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House breaking,......ccscescceccceerecs 

Harboring slave... ose .cceccceecee cece eens cece 

Incestuous adultery,......ccccceeevee 

eneras 

TMegal voting,.......e cece ceeeceee cues 

Inveigling slaves,.... 

Tllegal residence,.........ceeeee0s 

Kidnapping,..........eeaeee 

Larceny,. cc. sce cece eee ceees 
Mayhem,.....cceusseceves 

eee eenne 

weet eee wesw ener 

Misdemeanor,.....ceccceccececsceetaecces 

Murdery......ccceeee scans 

Manslaughter. ......0eeeeeeees 

Passing counterfeit money,.......... 

Polygamy, .... cece ccc ce cee eee ete eeceuceees 
Perjury, oc ee ceee cece cccecees 

Robbery,........ 2.005 . 

wee mmc een nes 

ee ee 

ery meme n cane wane 

Receiving stolen goods,....4 005 sceeceeeccceces 

Sodomy, ..... 

Vagrancy,.. 

Toial, ......ae, 

From lto & years,....... 

Bto 10 cee ece cee eee 
10 to 15 a 

15 to 20 

20 to 25 

25 to 20 

For life, 

Alges wien committed. 

Number un. e- twenty years old, 

“fr ai twenty to thirty years oldy..cccceeeeces sees. 560  
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258 

112 

44 

23 

eee meer n reese rees 

Number from thirty to forty 

forty to fifty weet cece ence neeee 

fifty to sixty eece nese eeen crete 

sixty to seventy, weet c eee eetecees 

seventy to eighty, 

eighty to ninety 

eee m aero esse eee 

e- 

Total, cece ccceeceeseeeen
ee rene eern sere ee 

Convicts discharged, &c. 

Number discharged by expiration of sentence,..eeeecereeree 416 

do do by pardon. sseveoesecereescesseerere 

do died, .sssseevcseeeerecten
ersecernenen cree sees 

do committed suicide,..-.esseeseeeceerrscere
ercees 

do killed attempting to escape;. see seseserecsercerecs 

do escaped, .sssscsce
seenater esse cere sere eres rere 

do discharged by writ of habeas corpus, s++++-+eree re 

do sent to lunatic asylum,..essereseeee
rcerrer cree cs 

Total, cee veee cece cent aeen cers acer sree sees es 

Re-convictions. 

Number convicted Qd time,... cece sec eee sree ceae eres 

do do Bd time, wsce cece cece ners erst neereee 

do do Ath the, .cceseeecese cess eceecrsece 

Statement showing the number of Convicts now in Prison, the offences 

for which they were imprisoned, their average ages, length of sen- 

tences, occupations in prison, number unable to read and write, mar- 

ried and unmarried, county where convicted, &e. &§c. 

Number of men in penitentiary on 4tb October, 1847,..-+.. 

do women do do wees 

Total, cccccereccccn
cce sees ence cere rcee cree 

Of these were sent for 

Voluntary mainslaught
er,.. 21+ sereseeeseesereees 

Asgault to murder, .ocesccnsecescoscsscaseneee® 

AYSON, cee cece cee ene cere cece eee neeenesees 

Bigamy, .....csecceenees 

Burglary, ......00. 

Counterfeiting, 

re re 

w
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WO
 

OO
 

eee eee ee te ree eae ene e nner ae 

FOrgeryy. cee ceececee cece nese ssasccecceessecs 

Horse stealing, ....scce cece cece eect cceo scenes 

Enticing slaves, cee cee seeeccce eset eetevetees 

Involuntary manslaughter,.. 2.64 cece eee eee eeee 

LS
) 

Incestuous adultery, ......+- 0605 

Larceny from house, .... -_
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t
 
P
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W
e
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w
 
W
w
W
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bt
 

snc c ene c cat eceneteees 

Larceny from person,....ccseceee cece esse eeeece 

Murder, ..c0 ccc ees c cect eee see eeseecereens 

Manslaughter, .......0 cece cece ceee cect eee cens 
Misdemeanor,.....ceeeseceeees 

Petit larceny,.....2-.scee cece seeeeeee 

Perjury, .cce cece ccccncecccan cess sesereeeuaee 
Passing base COIM,. ++ ecee esas eseees cone cence 

Robbery, ...e cece cece ccet cect eect seeeeceteses 

Robbery and perjury, 1... cece cece cece ceee eens 

Robbing mail... 0 sees cee cee case cnet eeee eens 

eee emer enema nee 

Rape, .ccceeccecccceccnccesecsse seeensseees 

Simple larceny, ..sesseeceeervee cacesceeveeae 

Stabbing, ..2. ccc cee eee e eee cece eect eene ees 

Stabbing and gambling with negro, ......6+.ee00s 

Vagrancy. cece cacnscevcsanscaecscceserssecan 

©
 

©
 

Total... cece cceecccenscesccenccecceees 1298 

Average age. 

Number under 20 years Old)... 2 ee cee ce ccc cect cree sees 

do from 20 to 80. do 

do 30 to 40 do 

do 40 to50 do 

do 50 to 60 do 

eee eee ee ee ee ee es 

eee etme er ee tere eees anne 

re ee 

Pee em eres areras eset esne 

Total,.csecses AO ,eve eer ccesseeserencerres  
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Sentences. 

Number from 1 to 5 years, 

do 5 to 10 do 

10 to 15 do 

20 to 26 do 

30 to 35 do 

do for life, cose cece cece en ewecer cers seen ccesee ae 

i Ko) 5 eeeae 

Number of Re-convictions. 

The second time,....... eee eeeeeeene Occ ce enc ee rene 

The third time, 

The fourth time, ...+ weeeees 

Counties where convicted. 

Appling, ..cecsceseasceeee 

Bibb, ......- cece eceeeeee sees neeees 
Baldwin, 

Baker, ... cee seceees bcc ce cece eee 

Butts,...06- see ee tees 

Bulloch, 

Burke, .... sce cveeceee 

Decatur, 

Franklin, 

Floyd, 

Fayeite, 
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Forsyth, ...ecees 
Gwinnett, 

Greene, ... 

Houston, 

Harris, 

Hancock, 

Jackson, 

Lumpkin,........ 

Lincoln, 

Lowndes,....... 

Laurens,.... 

Madison, .. 

Meriwether, ... 

Putnam, .......0... 

Pulaski, 

Oglethorpe, 

Richmond, 

Randolph, 

Thomas, 

Troup, occ. cece ces cece cee ceneees o- 

Upson, 0.0.05 tcees 

Wilkinson, 

Warrren, ...... oaeee 

Wilkes, ... t
e
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Walker, cs cccecvcccccecccn cess sees S Wagoner, .... cece ecccccge cece sens ceseceecsees 

Walton, .ccc cece cece ces cscs cceneees Trimmers, ..06 cece ccee cece cence cece ees ececess 
Stewards. ccc sees cece cece ccensece cscs sceeenens 

Total,..e.seeeeeeeseeeersrceeces Screw cutter, ..ccccseccsceccsaccce seen ceecsees 

3 Tanners, . ccc secs cece cces cesnerensesessseceess 

Places of Nativity. A Brick maker, ccs cree csc cccccvas cceeescescees 

Alabama, .... cece ccee cece eee r eee eee eames iB Coopers ccc ccccsceenscncsscccsscccecnetessees 

Connecticut, ... ccc cee cece cree nsec eran cesecene 5 Cooks, cc ec cece cece cece cee seen ces enateceeas 

District of Columbia,.,........cee cece eee e veces Cell keepers, occ cece ccc c cee cece csee cee ceess 

England,.....cce cece eeee crete cece ee sent eese Washers, ..cc ccce cee e cece cece eves ence aeeecees 

Georgia, cc. cece nsec cece reece ents eences Driller, ccc cece cece seen pene ccccnnceeeeteecses 

Treland, 1... ..ceeeee ceeee 

l
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Tinner,.. cece cece cece cco ence ceee cote ceetes 

Maine, ...cc cess cece cee cece eect eee ie 

North Carolina, .... ce cece nee e cent enna cence 

New-York, ......000. 

New-Jersey,.. 0.0 cece cece cceees 

Pennsylvania, ... cee csc ceee cece eeoeeeees 

Rhode Island, .... 2.60 cee cee cee teen eno aee 

South Carolina, ..... csc ccc e cece ceee ene seaees 

_
 

ro
) 
a
 

| 

Of the above, 85 can read and write—43 cannot: 69 are married, 

59 unmarried: 59 were intemperate, 69 temperate. 

1846. 

Tennessee, 2. ccc cece cece eset ceennceeccenes Remaining in prison on the 6th Oct., 1845,— 

Virginia, cscs cce cece eee cece seen sees cseeeees : Males, .....ccccece cece esse cceeceesecsceees 122 
Females,.......+. 

Total. ccc cces cece cccepecccesecseesevces 
Total, ccc ccce cece scsececcesscceeeee 124 

Received in prison from 6th Oct., 1845, to 6th Oct., 

1846, .c ce cence cee eer eres sees ecscsseeenes AL 
JOMErS, cee rec cccc cece cece nsenaceeeeeeeeceee 

Shoe makers, oes sce cseeceesscee even ecer sects 165 

Occupations in Prison. 

Blacksmiths, seem eee weer eee nee emer enon enens Discharged during the year by executive pardon, 

Tailors... cee cee e cece cent cece cone teeserees immediately preceding the expiration of sen- 

Cabinet makers,.... ces cece reac ceee cena scetees tence, by recommendation of principal keeper, 

Harness makers,.......s.eeeeeeeee under executive order, “to the end that their 

Founders,...0 ccc cece ee ec eeee nee cree saeeees civil privileges be restored’. ...02 esseeeee 

Seamstresses, ..... eae cece eee eect eceeee Discharged on account of severe disease, threat- 

Laborers, 1... 0.05 eeee erences seen ee ee: eneng life or permanent iniury to health, ..... 

Machinists,.......0.200- . see Because of illegality of conviction,.......0..- 

Painters, ......2eecee reer sees wececeeee 6 By re: ommendation of c: mmittee of Legislature, 

Turner,. sce cece econ cece (female,) .. cece eee 
Engineer, .... 220. .00+ veeeccaecscsaces Pardoncd by act of the Legislature. .seesseees 

Wheelwrights,...0 ccc sces cece ceca eseecnee veces  
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Discharged by expiration of sentence, ..-+-+++- 10 

i 
seaee 2 

Died, ..seceeeereeccrectceecseeeere
s ap 

— 

Remaining in the Penitentiary on the 5th Oct., 1846,. 123 
== 

Number of days work lost by sickness among the 

convicts during the political year ending 4th 5 

October, 1847, .ceeee cece ansecrercccrseeees 1,36 
=—_ 

During the political year there were received ,— 1 

Men,...eceveecee reece seen acencesecese 

Pa re Women, ...- 
1 

38 

During same time, discharged by expiration of sen- 

tence, ww 

By pardon, ..sescceereesenscssenrercceees 

10 

24 
—_— 

ee am cera cewe nr saesaereeeseres 

Excess received, .ccecssecceecseecver cee 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Report of the Officers of the Mississippi Penitentiary, for 1847. 

We are convinced that it would promote the welfare of the prison 

to restore the provisions of the old law under which the principal of- 

ficers were elected for four years, The presert tenure of office, it 18 

believed is too limited. The reasons which have led to this conclu- 

sion, are many and cogent, but cannot be detailed without transcend” 

ing the limits assigned to this report. The period, then, for whic 

an officer should be elected, should be sufficient to enable him to become 

an able and experienced agent. He should not be liable, without just 

cause of complaint, to removal at the expiration of two years, and at 

a time when his experience would render him efficient. ' 

A majority of our board are fully persuaded that the interests 

the institution demand, that the assistant keeper and the clerk shoul 

be appointed by the superintendent, by and with the advice and cone 
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sent of the inspectors. It is thought that while the responsibility of 

managing the prison rests entirely on the superintendent, the power 

of appointing these officers should be vested in him, to the end that 

his views might be fully carried out, and all his orders faithfully 

executed. 

If this power of appointment was vested in the superintendent, - 

and properly guarded, it would cause a unity of sentiment and action, | 
so essential to the success of evczy important enterprise on the part , 

of society or individuals. In a public prison, the officers should as |‘ 

it were have one mind. There must be a controlling power, by which . 

the whole machinery of government should be put in harmonious and |. 

vigorous action. 

It is also advisable that an express authority should be given to 

the superintendent so to alter or arrrange the main building connected 

with the prison, as to have a large and commodious store room to de- 

posite the various articles snannfactured for sale, so as to ayoid the 

aecessity of purchasers going within the walls of the prison. It is 

evident some wholesome restriction should be laid on all visitors. 

The fewer the number admitted the better. The attention of the ~Y 

convicts should be attracted as little as possible ; they would proba- 3 

bly be more easily controlled, and pursue their labors with more 

alacrity and profit. 

The prison has been blessed, during the past year, with unusual 

health. This is to be mainly attributed to cleanliness and wholesome 

diet. It is proper that we should here allude to the urgent necessity 

of erecting a building within the walls suitable for a hospital. In 

case there should be an epidemic in the prison, it would be essential 

in arresting its progress, that the sick should be separated from the 

rest. 

The inspectors cannot close this report without making an earnest. 

appeal in behalf of moral and intellectual culture. In the prevention 

of crime, it is important not to overlook the reform of the criminal. 

Experience teaches that punishment alone will not effect this reform. 

There is no genial influence in rigorous confinement, or in labor which 

has no reward. Many plans have been proposed and systems origi- 

nated for the reformation of crimnals while undergoing the sentence 

of the law, but none have been sufficiently tested for us to venture in 

recommending their adoption. , 
Let the prisoner be provided with the means of obtaining whole- 

[ Assembly, No. 243.] 36 
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some moral instruction ; let no Sabbath pass without the Bible being 
placed in their hands, and let them be fully instructed by the minis- 

ters of the gospel. 
It is the duty of the State to do every thing in its power to ad- 

vance the social and moral condition of the offenders, whose crimes 

have deprived them of liberty, and doomed them to hard labor within 

the walls of a prison. 
RICH’D P. WINSLOW, 

J. C. FORREST, 
CHAS. SCOTT, 

Inspectors. 

It is now, I believe, generally conceded and recognised as an es- 

tablished axiom, that the certainty, rather than the severity of the 

punishment, is the most salutary in preventing the commission of 

crime, and the same is true, in my judgment, in effecting the reform- 

ation of the convicted, which is the greatest consideration next to the 

public safety in the establishment of State prisons. 

Tn our intercourse with the criminal, it should ever be borne in 

mind, that however varied our situations, we are nevertheless mem- 

bers of the same great family, and ultimately accountable to the same 

God ; and whilst a morbid sympathy for the sufferings of the prison- 

er, regardless of the crime committed, would be highly reprehensible, 

a judicious modification of the requirements of the law would tend to 

convince its subjects that they were intended for their benefit. - Let 

those who contend for a more sanguinary discipline, that the greatest 

cruelty is productive of the greatert punishment, reflect and inquire 

of themselves, if it is not possible, by excess of severity, to so blunt 

the sensibility as to incapacitate the prisoner to be punished at all. 

If being doomed to hard labor, and confined to the monotonous scenes 

that transpire within the walls of a prison, shut out from friends and 

the exterior world, be not sufficient punishment, a more sanguinary 

mode may well be questioned. Coercive measures may be, and 

doubtless are in extreme cases, sometimes necessary , yet when the 

offender is conscious of guilt on his part, aud a disinclination on the 

part of those controlling him io inflict severe punishment, except when 

imperiously required, it creates no spirit of revenge in the breast of 

the chastised, but when a disposition is manifested by the officers to 

inflict severe punishment, it is productive of harm. Severe coercive 

measures may compel. but seldom reform. 
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Since I took charge of the pri i very few exceptions obedient and fithiae ns Nave Deny with a The prisén and prison yard have be cleansed ; the timbers had decayed in m been repaired and the cells made secure Tn obedience to an act of 

en thoroughly repaired and 
any of the cells ; they have 

he Legislature, my predecessor erected ree stories high, eighty-eight feet long Grosvevon at peat i ‘ sarees of Messrs, Rogers, Ketchum & , m NN. J., the machinery necessa r and spinning coarse cotton thread to a considerable oxie effort has been made to carry out his plans. | 
in August last, that al ; all to run it, together with power-looms, 

formed that they were not, it 

for carding 

nt. Every 
Thad supposed until 
the fixtures necessary 

were ordered ; upon being in- 

Vicksburg foundry. 
. ae actin estimates that from three to five hundred pounds of otto n per day may be carded and Spun, and with the assistance of power-looms, it is but reason able to suppose that w Seven to eight hundred yards of cloth daily. st re could make from 

was erect » and a fount 
est atifa eo that purpose, It appears to be a source of profound- 

notwithstandine th . ne of them to know that there are those who t nding their debased iti : 7 ? 
pont of view, condition, care for them in a Spiritual 

The prisoners have general! 
been s i i omewhat varied to suit the Season of the year ; care has been taken t ¥ i ‘ 

‘ wi 

© procure for their use the best and soundest meat : this was 3 

and has I believe materi- | _ 
to their health. There ; . re € is now in the penitentiary 85 convicts, 3 of whom were Teceived on the last da: ~ of m 

Teport. ¥ of the year, 4 less than at the last annual 

took charg 
Victs have ge 

eon the 11th of May last, since which time the con- nerally been employed as follows, to wit : 

y been comfortably clad, their food has *. 

. 
£ 

fl é 

. . 
é 
~ 
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Tn wheelwright shop,........ 

blacksmith do cee e ne ee eee seer eeees 

shoemaker’s do Lee ene e rere ten ce eeae 

weaver’s T. & W.C.5. ccc cece cece ceeeeneces 
painting and carriage, 1,-1.6 cesses se cee eee 

cutting wood, &c., .eeeseee nese 

brick yard, eee 

At engine and grinding,.... 

Driving teams, ...... 

Gardening,.......0 ese 0s 

Cooking, see cece cease 

Washing, -..+.seecneeces 

Sweeping and cleaning,....... 

Old and infirm, . 

Deranged, .......eccee see scenes 

Average confined sick, 

Whole number in prison Nov. 30th, 1847, ...... 

13 

7 

9 

9 

4 

6 

18 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

85 

Physician’s Report. 

The health of the prisoners during the past year, with the excep- 

tion of January, February and March, has been unusually good. ‘The 

prevailing diseases have been diarrhcea, both acute and chronic, dys- 

entery and catarrhal fever. A few mild cases of intermittent and re- 

mittent fevers were noticed in the summer, but throughout the year 

the prison has been comparatively exempt from any acute form of 

disease that has not yielded readily to medical treatment. From De- 

cember to the first of April, there were many cases of diarrhoea and 

dysentery, but they were generally mild and in no instance proved 

fatal. 

Three deaths have occurred from the beginning of the present year 
up to this date; they were all three the result of chronic diseases 

contracted years previous to the convicts entering the prison. 

I would again call the attention of the inspectors to the erection of 

a hospital; the building which is now used for the purpose, would 

but indifferently answer should an epidemic break out, or disease of 

any kind prevail in the prison to any great: extent. 

Very respectfully, 
WM. S. LANGLEY. 
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General statement of the convicts in the Mississippi State Penitentiary 
November 30, 184'7. 

Whole number received si , issi i 
m r received since the first admission, April 15, 1840, 220 in confinement December J, 1846,..... 89 received siuce, up to Noy. 30, 1847,..., ne 24 dicharged by expiration of sentence,..... 

bb . py pardon of the Govemnor,........ 14 Sent back by writs of error from the hi of Errors and Appeals,.... een Whole number of deaths, 
“ « 

a 

Hee meee wees 

Seer ere ane 

3 
coe . > 

3 
remaining in confinement November 30, 1847,. 85 

From what counties received. 
Sot eee eee cece cease 

Ttawamba,....., 
Monroe, ...., 
Smith,....... 

TR ee theme re cases 

Lafayette, 

Bolivar, ........, 
Jasper. ..ee eee cece cece 
Simpson,........., 

leeeeeenee 
De Soto,......... 
Clarke, oe. ee eee eee cece 
Adams, ........ ree 
Noxubee, ..........0..0.0.... 
Marion,............. 

Holmes,......... 

sere ren een, 

rey 

Meme meee enone 

C
N
M
 

H
m
 

N
e
 

O
O
 

Be
 
e
o
 

ed 

see eeee 

rs 

Warren, ........ 0004 peeeeeenen 
Tippah,. . sete eeeceaae 
Yallabusha, .... 2... 0.0.0.0... Lee 
Chickasaw,..........., 
Claiborne, 0... 0... ee eee cee 
Tishemingo,.... 0... .0.e.cc0 00 
Madison,...........4..,, beseeesees, 

TOO et eee eee acne 

Cee eee ene nang 

“
N
W
N
 

W
O
M
 

w
e
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Carroll, co.cc cee cece ce neee cect nenees 4 Place of nativity. 

Coahoma,...e cscs cece reece sven sseeees ' North Carolina, .... 

Marshall,.....0seceeeee cece neceneenes 
Georgia, ......... 

South Carolina, 
4 ‘ Treland,. 

tee eeeas Beceem cease 

Terms of sentence. 
a 

ae For 15 yearsy. ccc seen ceeeesseceen secs 

TO ce caer cere vee ence rene 
20 ‘ TMinois,. eee. eee ee eke ce cesses cess ence, 

Pennsylvaniay.. 6. eee eee cece eesceaecues cues, TH ccc w ee cere cnet nee nene Arkansas, ........ 
New-York, ..... 
Virginia,.... 
Kentucky, 
England,....... 
Rhode Island,......... A vc cceeeeeeceeeneens 4 

Mississi Lys ee ec eee acceaceecees QZ ia cavccceecvesccvesses 23 ppl, 
District of Columbia ; ars. ) One convicted for 4 years re-sentenced for 5 ye’ Tennessee, ..., 

Sete weer eran cces BS Lc eee ccc ecco ne en essence 

eee rere sranee BC cee ween ween oneness 

a rr 

Toe meme eee eeas 

eaee TO eee meee eee e eae sane eee 
, Vermont, ........., 

vee Louisiana,..........4. Horse stealing,.... 0 se seee seen seen ccen sete eens Alabama, 

Robbery, ..ccceee eens cece scence ceecaceeneeees ; Choctaw Indien vation, 

Negro stealing,...e.seeecee seen cnee seen ecencees Ohio, 

Assault to Kill,,... cece eee cece cece seen sees aces 

Assault to commit rape, .... cece cece eee seen enes 

Assault to kill his wife,. ccs cceecsee sees ceseeeane 

Having forged notes, 60+ cee cee eset sens cenees 

CO tee eee eee ne eencan 

TOTS eee tee eo aw rece ence 
wee meet ce cees ih oo 2 

THO Mee eee ese enn ans 
CE OR eee eee eee weet ene e cee nneens 

Massachusetts, ..... 

Indiana, ...... a re 
St. Domingos eee s eee seeesceesseecevesesence, 

i
y
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O
w
 

vary eee e cere cece ceeeeeees Occupations when committed. 
Perjury, .. 0. eee ceeeees 

Altering marks, ...+.seesere teeter sees coos eens Book binder, ..... 
Manslaughter, ...s cess cece cece rete cece eens sees School master, 
Grand larceny,.....ceescrsccaeeereesensceerees Gin wright, tee eee ce ree eaeceens 
Petit larceny,. cee cese sere cece neces ceecnesecnens Carriage maker, ........,.., 
Burglary, ..csceseeecercesccee ere cececceeeees Harness maker, ........ 
Forgeryy..se cece cece ccecnceesccc cscs ceecceense Physicians, Leceaes 

Having counterfeit money, ..6+...eseee cere cerees Shoe makers, . bee beeeeeeeres cue 

Attempt to steal a slave, .cseseceeseescrnereeenes Leather currier, voce neem ecee Larceny and forgery;...ssceessseececseeescesees Paintersy....cccescesccuccaee cues Passing couuterfeit money, 2... sseeseseeserereees 
Obtaining money by false pretences, ..sscaseseeees 

CO RH Oe ee ee nce e scene nen ncane 
Pe RO ee eee acer eee ener n aces 

ne 
So 

sees see cceces, 
TE e a cee eee eee ecee ay 

ene cceeess 

Sa 
Spinner, .... ccc cece cues Sn 

tee een sees cece ceaees 
STO eee eee eres casas 

be
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ba
at
 

Pe
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OD
 

ND
 

ND
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e
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fa
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te
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Saddler, ..sesseeisevceeausessesecesessesesee,  
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Blacksmiths, 
4 

Wheelwright, 

Tailor, ......4 

Cigar maker, .... 

Ship carpenter,......se sere sere eceeeeet ee sees 

Stone cutter, 
Cabinet makers, 

Without trades or professions, . 

Age when committed. 

From 17 to 20 years, ... 

20 to 30 years, 

30 to 40 years, ...+.- 

40 to 50 years, «+++ 

50 to 60 years, ..++-s 

60 to 70 years. ...+- 

One hundred and six years of age,...+-+eeeee reese 

Statement, showing the operations and condition of the Mississippt 
’ 

& State Penitentiary, from the 1st day of December, 1846, fo the 10th 

* day of May, 1847, inclusive. 

INCOME. 

$1,103 95 

1,859 41 

427 37 

622 07 
. ye 03 

Drickyard,. ccs cece seer eceeeeees hee io 

job and out door work, vet 3 

i 
due from State as per account,...+...seeee 

9 68 
: hand May 10, 1847,.... 19,63 

of {stock and tools on} and y. » 1847, on 

3,948 18 
— 

$30,714 28 
—— — 

Amount gained on sales of manufactured articles,..... 

by .wheelwrights’ shop,....++++ee+ 

shoemakers’ shop. .es-seeeeeeeee 

weavers, &c., &c.,...+- eee eeee 

of cash 

Balance, being loss from Dec. 1, 746, to May 10, ’47,. 

EXPENDITURES. 

$248 95 
272 31 

2,074 90 
5i a 

Amount lost by blacksmith shop,...++es+eseeseeees 

“ «“ forage and fuel account,...+++++ +00 

“ & provision accoUnt,...+-seeereer ears 

“ hospital account,...+eeseeeseeeeece 
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$135 00 Amount paid to discharged convicts, 

* for books and stationery, oe 10 00 
a a 

" for contingencies, wees . 758 48 
inspectors per diem, vee 86 00 
freight and hauling, sees 155 65 
officers’ salaries, Nee 1,718 88 
guards’ salaries,.... 00... .ceeceeee 1,819 74 
for oil and lights, 181 68 

of stock and tools on huni, Dee. 1, 1846,.... 19,659 07 
of cash,....... + 3,542 29 

$30,714 28 

Statement, showing the operations and condition of the Mississippi 
State Penitentiary, from the 11th May, 1847, to 30th November, 
1847, both days inclusive. 

INCOME. 

To amount gained in blacksmith shop, 

“  wheelwrights’ shop,. 1,824 42 
shoemakers’ shop,......... 1,161 54° 

ween eee eeee ce 764 10 
3,503 09 

6c 

‘weavers, &.,.... 

“  brickyard,....... 
received from the State, 6,389 48 
gained by job-work,.......... 646 20 
stock and tools on hand,......... : 26,603 63 
cash on hand, 1,667 26 

$43,680 75 

$709 89 
wheelwright “ 2,106 62 
shoemakers’ “ .. new sees 356 36 
weavers, &C.,.... cece cece eee 56 44 
brickyard, .... wees 369 65 
forage and fuel,.............. 308 19 

»bospital stores,....... 0.000005 72 18 
provisions, . . sees 1,904 44 
new machinery,.......esece08 5,345 93 
books and stationery,.......... 12 65  
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$266 39 
180 00 

76 00 

125 97 
2,161 12 
2,280 83 

254 52 

146 43 

259 44 

2,152 00 
63 13 

19,639 68 

799 71 
_ 

$39,647 47 
4,033 28 

Amount purchased for contingencies, pec eceneeete " " " 

paid discharged convicts;..++re sree errr? 

to inspectors,...eeeee
errreere ttt 

for freight and hauling,» ..++eseers 

officers’ salaries,...++eeseerrr
eet® 

guards’ salaries,..seerrer cree ertnstes 

for oil and lights,..+s+eersee
seett ttt’ 

lost on sale of manufactured articles,.. eee 

« forage and fuel account,..-+-+++++*"° 

“« provision accOUNt,.seeeeeeersee
setes 

& hospital account,...re
ereererereete® 

of stock and tools, May 11, 1847,.. 20 e eee ees 

of cash on hand, May 11, [BAT ccc eee eereees 

Balance, (being nett gain,) secs eeerer reer resets 

$43,680 75 
o> 

~ ws f 

Nore.—The account made up to May 10, 1847, exhibits a loss 0 

i i to Nov. 30, 1847, ex- 
he account since that time up ex 

OS pais oe 1,033.28. The transactions of the whole year give 

its 

a nett profit of $85.10. 
, 

-tfully submitte 

= JAMES W. WADE, Superintendent. 

Attest, D. N. Barrows, Clerk. 

SUPPLEMENT AND CORRECTIONS TO THE SYNOPSIS OF PRI- 
SONS IN THE REPORT OF THE PRISON DISCIPLINE COMMIT- 
TEE, IN THE THIRD REPORT OF THE PRISON ASSOCIATION, 
1847. 

Massachusetts, 1838. 
in Physician’s report, 21st line fram top of page 182, after the words ‘* become in- 

sane,”? add, ‘*this is only the second case of insanity which has occurred in this 
penitentiary during the last 10 years.” 

1842, no Physician’s report. 

Massachusetts, 1843. 
Further extracis from the Warden’s Report. 

There are four convicts in this prison wholly or partially deranged, and conse- 
quently very unsafe persons to be at large in the prison yard. No suitable accom- 
modations are provided for insane persons in this prison. ‘The only thing that can 
be done for them, isto shut them u: in solitary cells, where the diseases of the 
mind, instead of being healed, are aggravated and confirmed. One man has been 
confined in this way, constantly, several years, and two others shorter periods of 
time. 
Some legislation upon this subject seers to me to be necessary. 
Disbursements.—Cashb paid for provisions, $6,056.03; clothing, $3,964.72; hospital 

department, $254.07; fuel, $2,154.90; discharged prisoners, $381.82; officers’ sala- 
ries, $15,473.12; transportation of prisoners, $706.45; repairs real estate, $211.96. 
Total, $29,213.13. 

ncome.—Stone department, $8,312.04; labor, $16,142.53; fees of admission, 
$1,048.25; balance, being part of deficit of income, $3,710.31. Total, $29,213.13. 

Extract from the Physician’s Report. 

The number of patients admitied to the hospital of the Massachusetts State 
Prison, during the year ending 3Uth September, 1843, is one hundred and fifty-one. 
The aggregate number of days’ residence in the hospital is 2,892. In addition to 
this, 334 days’ labor have been abated to invalids for the day, and 430 days of light 
labor have been advised by the physicians. 
During the year, two have died—one, aged 30 years, of phthisis pulmonalis; one, 

aged 33 years, of hydrothorax. 
During the above term, the physician has declined giving drugs to the convicts 

until fully satisfied, in the first place, that the applicant was sick. Secondly, that 
his malady was understood, and susceptible of cure, or of material improvement. 
Thirdly, that the proposed drug was well adapted to benefit the patient, and not 
likely to leave any deleterious influence in his system, 

The result of this experimental inquiry is truly gratifying, as the mortality has 
diminished about one-third; and I firmly believe that the same plan of treating dis- 
eases in the great human family would be highly beneficial to mankind, and tend to 
elevate the character of the medical profession. 

WM. I, WALKER, Physician. 

Massachusetts, 1344. 
Disbursements.—Cash for provisions, $7,245.83; hospital, $291.83; clothing, 

$2,777.40; sundry expenses, fuel, etc., $2,416.64; prisoners discharged, $321.50; 
Officers’ salaries’ $15,542.31; transportation of prisoners, $563.08; repairs of real 
estate, $200.49; convicts’ labor on especial repairs of the prison, $238.98; balance, 

048.08. Total, $32,646.64. ' 
Income.—Stone department, $14,357.96; labor, $16,892.96; fees of admission, 

$1,395.72, Total, $32,646.64, 
1844, 14 negroes and ‘5 mulattoes in this prison. 
1846, Of the 253 convicts now iu prison, 44 are recommitments, to wit: Zl are 2d 

comers; 10 are 3d comers; 1 a 4th comer; 1 a 5th comer, and 1 a 6th comer. 

Maine, 1843. 
Report of Physician. 

_Gentiemen—The number in the hospital Jan. 1st, 1843, wastwo. The prevailing 
tickness during the year has been about the same as last year, viz: colds, rheuma- 

5  
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i i i f 3 a The number ofsick 
ism, inflammation of the lungs, &¢., and from the same causes, i 

in the hospital at the commencement of 1814, none. During the year two have died 

of pulmonary consumption ; in both cases they entered the prison with the disease 0! 

which they died. DANIEL ROSE, 

Physician and Surgeon of Maine State Prison. 
: - . . . > 

Connecticut.— Omissions in this prison for 1844. 
isoners i i £ 3, 203. The whole 

h hole number of prisoners in confinement May 31, 1843, 2 1 

Leer since received, to March 31, 1844, 50. Total 253. Discharged by expira- 

tion of sentence, 44; discharged by pariton, 4; discharged by order of Court of ee 

rors, 1; died, 12. Total 61. White males, 127; white females, 16; black mates, 45; 

blaek females, 4. In continemenc March 31, 1844, 192. 

Statement of convicts in confinement March 31, 1844. 
rm.—Connecticut, 16; New-York, 18; Massachusctts, 19; Rhode Island, 

eee orsey, 23 Vermont, 2; Delaware, 1; Virginia, 1; Pennsylvania, 3; Ire- 

land, 8; England, 3; Canada, 1; Germany, 2; France, 2; Isle of Madeira, 1; Maine, 

4 192. 
. 

2. Whe ovicted.—New-Haven county, 37; New-London county, 24; Fairfield co., 

38; Hartford county, 28; Litchfield gounty, 29, Tolland county, 10; Windham co., 

3; Mi unty, 15. Tota 2. . 

se diese anelaryy 643 Theft, 28: horse stealing, 13; attempt to kill, 10; arson, 

ll; attempt at rape, 9; rape 6; breaking jail, 1; Manslaughter, 10; forgery, 3; pas- 

sing counterfeit money 2; adultery, 11; robbery, 2; murder, 5; bigamy, 1; attempt 

to murder, 10; stealing, 3; exposing child, 1; Mayhem, 1; decoying child, 1; insa- 

i . 92. 
- 

ue rine of Sentences —Lite, 17; 15 years and $100 fine, 7; 10 years and $500 fine, 1; 

10 years and $100 fine, 1; 4 years and $50 fine, 1; 2 years and $300 fine, 1; 10 years 

and $800 fine, 1, 2fyears and $10 fine, 1; 3 years and $100 fine, 1; 3 years and $50 

fine, 1; 20 years, 3; 16 years, 1; 15 years, 5; 14 years, 2; 12 years; 2; 10 years, 2; 

9 years, 7; ® years, 9; 7 years, 9; 6 years, 12; 5 years, 17; 4 years, 22; 3 years, 285 

Qyears, 40; 2 years and 6 months, I; l year and 6 months, 2; 1 year and 3 months, 

1; lyear, 2; during his insanity, 1. Total, 192. 

Connecticut, 1844. s2,871.96 sth sh 
*s sho 2,518.55; chair-seating shop, $2,871.96; smith shop, 

9s. Shoe shop, nee Se eabinet shop, $2,622.47; varnishing shop, $499.00; 

nail shop» $465.12; cutlery, $2,631.67; female department, $56.38 ; cash receive! 

from visitors, $428.38; balance of interest account, $22.6. Total, $13,249.69. h 

Expenditures.—Expense account, $5,798.81 : provision account, $3,419.53 ; elot he 

ing and bedding, $722.24; repairs and improvements, $396.24; hospital aecount, 

$315.73; transportation of convicts, $223.48; discharged convicts, $335.50; to 

rofit and loss account, $238.24; balance gained to the institution, $6,808.92. 
Pp , $18,249.69. 
Total $ Rhode Island, 1844. 

i ativi i tive view 
For crimes, ages, place of nativity, terms of commitment, see comparati 

of statistics of different prisons, page 339, of third report New-York Prison As- 

sociation. . . 
Vermont, 1845. 

Expenditures and Iacome for the year ending Sept. 1, 1845. 
a é ‘ : . 3 

ditures.—Provisions, $2. 329.96; clothing and bedding, $590.19; fuel ani 

light, $059.61: prison department, $715.60; medical account, $11.86; repairs ac- 

count, $218.10; gun department, $109.33; expense account, $3,268.94. ‘Total, 

Paeeaieee i 5 : .74; admittance fees 
meome.—F rom carriage shop, $2,488.76; shoe shop, $3,203.74; ad 7 

$122.09; balance being joss, $1,980.09. Total, $7,803.65. 

Vermont, 1846. 

‘ture and income for three months ending Dec. 1, 1845, as appears from Mr. 

Bapendiu Some Sereount compared with inventory of Dec. 1845. 

Expenditure or loss.—For provision, $674.35; clothing and bedding, $673.31 ; re- 

pairs, $35.13; fuel and light, $219.31; prison department, $66.54; medical depar' 3 

ment, $41,82; expense accounts, including salaries, guards, payments to discharges 

convicts, &c., $1,427.20; carriage shop, (1088,) $966.31; paid balance of interest, 

$8.01, Total, $4,111.98. Deduct income, $328.98. Total, $3,783.09. 

Fncome.—Shve shop, $292.00; admittance fees, $36.89. $328.09. 

Eastern Penitentiary, 1845. 
. sai . . : ti 

On 283, 3rd report, in physician’s report; for tables in this report, see ar 

cle health, in ard report, Bist page, and for deaths, page 28, 
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Western Penitentiary, Pennsylvania, 1841. 
Prisonnrs from the following counties.—Allegheny, 54; Armstrong, 1; Bedford, 6; 

Beaver, 7; Cambria, 7; Clarion, 1; Crawford, 9; Erie, 16; Fayette, 11; Greene, 3, 
Huntingdon, 7; Indiana, 3; Mercer, 2; Somerset, 6; Venango, 5; Washington, 8; 
Westmoreland, 8; Warren, 4; McKean, 3. Total, 161. 
Ages.—From 10 to 20, 24; from 20 to 30, 57; from 30 to 40, 26; from 40 io 50, 13; 

from 50 to 60, 39; from 60 to 70, 2. Total, 161. . 
Place of nativity.—Pennsylvania, 62; Germany, 7; Ireland, 10; New-York, 21; 

Massachusetts, 5; Vermont, 5: Virginia, 10; England, 10; Canada, 4; Maryland, 11; 
Connecticut, 1; New Jersey, 1; Rhode Island, 1; France, 2; Michigan, 1; Delaware 
2; Ohio, 5; Kentucky, 2; Scotland, 1; New Hampshire, 1. Total, 161. 

Sentenced.—2 for 6 months; 18 for } year; 3 for } year and 1 month; 11 for 1 year 
and 3 months; 20 for 1 year and6 months; 34 for 2 years; 2for2 yearsand 3 months; 
2for 2 years and 6 months; 17 for 3 years; 4 for 3 years and 6 months; 5 for 4 years; 
1 for 4 years and 1 month; 1 for 4 years sn: 4 months; Hi for 5 years; 8 for 6 years; 
8for 7 years; 6for 8 years; 1 foi Yyeary; 4 for 10 years; 1 for 11 years; 2 for 12 
years. Total, 161. 
Crimes.—Murder, 2d degree, 5; manslaughter, 2; assault and battery with intent 

to kil, 6; buggery, 4; arson, 9; horse stealing, 7; burglary, 24; counterfeiting and 
passing check, 3; counterfeiting silver coin, 1; larceny, 82; forgery, 4; larceny, for- 
gery, and receiving stolen goods. 1; receiviug stolen goods, 1; conspiracy, 1; passing 
counterfeit notes, 3; stealing United States mail, 1; embezzling from letters in post 
office. 1; rape, 1. otal 161. 

No physician’s report for 1841. 
Terms of sentence yor 1843.—28 for 1 year; 1 for 1 year and i month; 4 for 1 year 

and 3 months; 16 for 1 year and 6 months; 29 for 2 years; 1 for 2years and 2 months; 
2 for 2 years and 3 months; 1 for 3 years; 12 for 3 years and 6 months; 3 for 3 years 
and 7 months; 3 for 4 years; 1 for 4years and 6 months; 13 for 5 years and 4 months; 
3 for 6 years and 6 months; 9 for 7 years; 5 for 8 years; 2 for years; 6 for 10 years; 
1 for 11 years; 1 for 12 years. 
1843.— Occu pations.—Grogseller, 1; plasterers, 2; brewer, 1; silk manufacturer, 1; 

cooks, 5; laborers, 44; paper makers, 2; blacksmiths, 5; seamstress, 1; wagoners, 
3; pilot, 1; cooper: ; filer and turner, 1; winder, 1; watch maker, 1; weaver, 1; 
hatter, ]; stage driver, 1; tailor, 1; tanner, 1; fisherman, 1; chain makers, 2; clerks, 
2; brick maker, 1; boatmen, 14; engineer, 1; moulder, 1; hack driver, 1; bakers, 
2; lumbering, 1; stone cutters, 3; barber, 1; shoe makers, 7; housework, 3; stone 
masons, 2; painters, 2; doctors, 2; iron roller, 1; house servants, 4; carpenters, 4; 
eabinet maker, 1; forgeman, 1; skin dresser, 1; glove maker, 1; tobacconist, 1; 
glass blower, 1; gentleman, 1. 
1843.—Add to physician's report, the case of abdominal dropsey proved fatal; and 

the case of the scrofula would probably have proved fatal had not executive clem- 
ency interfered inits behalf. Only one case of confirmed insanity stands registered 
for the last five years, out of 525 convicts. 
1843.—No report of receipts and disbursements. 
1844.— Add to oceupations,—saddie maker, 1. 
1844.—Crimes.— Murder, 1; murder, 2d degree, 8; manslaughter, 2; buggery, 2; 

arson, 9; horse stealing, 8; robbery and burglary, 18; counterfeiting silver coin, 1; 
counterfeiting and passing no‘es and checks, 6; larceny, 57; forgery, 6; receiving 
stolen goods, 3; mail robbery, 1; embezzeling frum post office, 1; assault to com- 
wit rape, 1; assault and battery, 1; bigamy, 1. 

5.—Bound to serve out time, 30; ran away from master, 2; were never 
bound, 98. 
1846.—There were discharged during the year 64 convicts. The following table 

will exhibit the leagth of their imprisonment, state of health on reception and dis- 
charge, and color: 

        

. Length of | { 

imprisonm’t{State of health on recep-|State of health when dis-;Color. 
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Maryland, 1838. 
No physician’s reports are given for this Penitentiary. 

Kentucky, 1846. 
Notipity.—Kentucky, 48; Virginia, 26; Pennsylvania, 20; New-York, 14; Ohio, 

10; Tennessee, 9; Ireland, 9; North Carolina, 8; Maryland, 7; South Carolina, 5; 
District of Columbia, 3; England, 3; Alabama, 2; New Jersey, 2; West Indies, 
2; France, 2; Arkansas, 1; Germany, 4; Indiana, 5; Georgia, 1; Massachusetts, 
1; Delaware, 1; Scotland, !; Maine, 1; Vermont, 1; Mexico, 1; Africa, 1. Total, 
187 

Ohio, 1846. 
Crimes of those received during the year 1846. 

Burglary, 37; arson, 7; stabbing with intent to wound, 1; receiving stoien 
goods, 2; horse stealing, 14; larceny and forgery, 1; rape on daughter, 1; shoot- 
ing with intent to kill, 1; assault with intent to murder, 1; manslaughter, 9; in- 
eest, 1; burglary and larceny, 2; having counterfeit money, 1; stealing bank bills, 
1; bigany, 4; forgery 2; challenging to fight a duel, 1; embezzling from mail, 2; 
robbing mail, 1; rape, 1; grand larceny, 1; horse stealing and larceny, 1; maim- 
ing 1; grand larceny and horse stealing, 1; making and passing counterfeit coin, 
1; passing counterfeit money, 4; murder, 2d degree, 6; uttering and publishing 
counterfeit money, 2; grand larceny and arson, 1; stabbing with intent to kill, 2; 
assault with intent to rape, 2; robbing, 10; assault with intent to kill, 4. Total, 

, 1846. Ohio. 
Terms of sentence of those recetved during the year 1846.—For 1 year, 13; 2 years, 9; 

3 years, 45; 4 years, 13; 5 years, 15; 6 years, 20; 7 years, 10; 8 years, 2; 10 years, 
15; 12 years, 1; 13 years, 1; 6 months, 1; life, 6. Total, 151. 

Michigan, 1845. 
Pardoned 1840, by the Governor, 5; by the President, 1 ; 1841, by the Governor, 

7; by the President, 3; 1842, by the Governor, 4; by the President, 1 ; 1843, by the 
Governor, 7; by the President, 1; 1844, by the Governor, 2; by the President, 0; 
1845, by the Governor, 8; by the President, 1. Total, 40. 
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Mississippi. No Physicians Report for 1841 or 1843. 

Mississippi, 1846. 
Income.—Blacksmith’s shop, $2,182.45; wheelwright’s shop, $3,953.71; shoema- 

ker’s shop, $576 10; weavers, tailors, and wool carders, $1,239.77; brick-yards, 
$5,209.66; job and out door work, $1,703.25; furniture account, $31; received from 
the State, $6,573.73; stock and tools on hand, Nov. 30, 1846, $19,659.07; cash on 
hand, Nov. 30, 1846, $354.29. Total, $44,671.03. 
Expenditures.—A mount lost on sales of manufactured articles, $469.12; forage and 

fuel account, $1,021.09; provisions, $3,470.61; hospital, $130.59; discharged con- 
victs, $341.00; books and stationery, $21.40; contingent expenses, $1,325.80; in- 
spector’s per diem, $120; freight and hauling, 190.49; officer’s salaries, $3,980; 

Se eole a eT ames salaries, $139.25 5 oi] and light account, $369.45; stock 
on han ec. gli 1.12; eash on hand, Dee. I, Bi 359.37; to balance, $11,821.74, Total, $24,671.03. , 7 BE, , 

Tennessee. 
Convicts employed on 30th September, 1845.—Carpenter’s shop, 13; cooper’s shop, 13; 

making spinning wheels, 2; painters, 3; hacking shucks, 3° pinking wool, Si car: 
ding wool, 4; shoemakers, i2; mattrass-‘makers and hat binders, 8; shoe biading, 1; 
making bandboxes, 1; harness makers, 5; hatters, 15; turning shop, 5; blacksmiths, 
20; eutting screws, 1; cutting stone, 23; wagon makers, 7; sawing stone, 10; rub- bing stone, 2; quarrying stone, 10; waiting on stone shop and yard, 49; cooking, 
3; Wwaitimg on shops, 5; attending steam engine, 2; cleaning cells and wings, 2; 
washing, 2; sick, 9; hospital nurse, 1; making convict clothing, 2. 

Pennessee. 
Showing the number of convicts recetved in each year, since the Prison went into operation. 

1831, 36—1832, 42-1833, 33-1834, 50—1835, 44-1836, 52—1837, 63~1838, 49. 
1839, 56—1840, 591841, 631842, 66—1843, 82—1844, 541845, 56—Total, 805. 

Mount Pleasant, 1843. 
Employments.—Siate shop, males, 54; boot shop, 80; it i i 3 - : 3 p, 80; waiters and invalids, 3; 

smith shop, 18; saddlery, 27; weave shop, 113; stone cutting, 39; quarries, &c., 161; cooper ‘8 shop and yard, 89; carpenter and wheelwright, 16; file shop, 63; hat 
he Ops hi fur shop, 31; prison hall, 16; hospital, 14; kitchen and wash room, 15; 
coper 8 garden, 1; stable and yard 2. Total, mates, 763. Females, silk machine- 

Ty, «1; waiter silk shop, 1; kitchen, 6; trimming hats, 12; clothing, house clean- 
ing, &c., 26; in hospital 4. Total, 76. Grand total, 839. 

Auburn, 1846. 
For earnings, receipts, disbursements and employments, see Report of Investi- 

gating Committee, from page 96 to 110 of 3d Report. 

Mount Pleasant, 1846. 
For diseases of those that died durin isti f the i g past year, and other statistical facts, see 

Report of Investigating Committee, from page 80 to 91 of the 3d Report. * 

Corrections fo be made in the text of the Synopsis of Prison Reports as 
Presented in the Report of the Prison Discipline Committee in the 
3d Report Prison Association, 1847. 

Page 266. W. Penitentiary, Penn’a, 1843, were bound and ran away, for 33 read 23. 
do do natives of Germany, for 8 read 7. 

of Ireland, for 10 read 2. 
of Vermont, for 4 read 1. 
of England, for 9 read 8. 

. of Maryland, 9 read 4. 
insert Spain 1, New-Jersey 1. 
natives of Kentucky, for 2 read 4. 
Physi Of Scotland, for 2 read I. 

ysician’s Report, die mi read 41. port, d of apoplexy, for 

'yaician’s Report i ean Rep » deaths paralysis, age,  
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166. Massachusette, 834, deaths, J. W. Bowers, age, for 33 read 31. 
“ do Thos. Marr, © for 31 read 36. 

1837, officers’ salaries, for $17,528.29 read $16,528.29, 
1842, balance being profits, for $35,160.22 read $931.36, and 

insert total $35,160.22. 

131. Maine, 1843, sentence for 3 years, 9 read 6. 
43. do 1846, crimes, for 36 read 37. 

jo 

176. - do 
191. do 

212. Connecticut, 1845, crimes, insert forgery, 2. 

156. Vermont, 1845, terms of sentence, for 9 years, 2; read 9 years, 1. 

148. New-Hampshire, 1846, crimes, for larceny, 38, rea . 

150. do do total expenditures, for $5,905.18, read $6,905.18. 

277. E. Penitentiary, Penn’a, 1845, of 143 received, for 6 white males read 6 

white females. 
Warden’s report, average No. rec’d from 

Jan’y 1, 1836 to Dee’r 31, 1840, inclu- 
sive, for 1974 read 1973. 

Warden’s report, for 1846 read 1845. 
product of different departments, for tin- 
smithing $43.71, read $87.63, and insert 
interest $47.31. 

286. Maryland, 1838, receipts for grain, read gain. 

290. do 1845, terms of sentence, for over 8 and under 1—10, read 8 

and under 10—1. 

296. Virginia, Superintendent’s report, for 1843 read 1845. 
298. do terms of sentence, for 6 years,8, read 6 years, 3. 

ee do for 1995 days lost, read 1994. 

280. do do 

do do 
do do 

308. Kentucky, 1842, Counties, after Ballard insert 1. 

318. Michigan, 1845, after in prison Oct. 1845, insert 119. 

325. Georgia, 1845, lesving unused, for $6,676.43, read 87,676.43. 

334. Mississippi, 1834, service of 2 convicts for washing in prison, for 380 days 

at 50 cts per day, $36.00, read 730 days at 50 cts, $360. 
Superintendent’s report, for 1845, read 18416. 
Counties, for Adams 3, read 19. 
terms of sentence, for 12 years, 19, read 12 years, 3. 

336. do 
“ do 
ee do 

338. Tennessee, 1844, disbursements, for $36,635.11, read $36,535.11. 

227. Auburn, 1843, Physician’s report, disease causing death, abscess in lungs, 

for 3 read 2. 
233. do Chaplain’s report, for 1845 read 1842. 

234. Mount Pleasant, 1842, females discharged by expiration of sentence 184}, 

for 39 read 30. 
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