~ economic forces: but directlons not given by economic meeds, E

Pirst éiament: nationaiism1in-Oéntﬁal&ﬁuere..Mutual hate unbelievable:

WISCONCEPTTONS OF NATTONAL SOCIALISM, = Lyons' Club, Oxford, Pa., ,2.,.2@--40. i

Growth of Nazlsm can be and@r&tood:dnly if emotional background is =
recognized.. Emotions transformed - -inte actlob only under gtress of real

perlaps in repote times economlc roots, but just as in Ireland to-day
‘entirely independent of econoumilce. Sole instances: Austrian havbonr of

. Prieste lived absolutely of Austrian trade which was out.off the moment

Trie.ste became Italian, nevertheless all the Trileste merchants and shippers

‘were strongly lrredentistic. Same again in Danzig at time when idea that

entire Poland would be swallowed by “Yermany didn t enter minds, That was

Thie nat dornalism much increased by peace treaties, Not so much because
of real injustices: these were relatively few and unimpoetant and for the
greatest part remedied before advent of Nazis: especially reparations
and (dn principle at leszst) armament equality. But idea that smallfd
Kagtern natiins which were regarded as culturally much below Gexman level
enjoyed greater international prestige than Relch was instpportable,

.0n other hand, this idea of greater prestige induced these nations to

behave exactly like carpet-baggers after Civi 1l War, But not ornly or even

merely in economic way: defense of Garman words on street of Prague with -
30,000 Gemans (many of then of Jewlish descent) bad no ecouomic Importm ce,
neither for Germans nok fo  Czechs, but eveh after Munich not removed, =

 EBven worse in Itallan Tyrol where any use of German language was and is

forbidden, including the teaching of German in private. Result large
illiteracy in country.whleh had none. &t all before war, .. e b

Similar with antisSemitdem. To large extent purely emotional: fostered

for long time before war by Catholic church for reasons of ideology,
because Jews -as minexity group for tolerance and abstention of church.
interference in political matters. Galned mementim after war becalise of
immigration f£fom Eagt, groups  which were despised Just as all Bastern -
people were, Same trend in this country with Jewish ddmigration in 1890les

and recently., That economic motives net decisive, seen by fact that anti~

Semitisem heaviest in countries where Jews were absolutely unimpartant like
rural districts of Styria and Balzburg, or even where Jewlsh summer-guests
provided main source of -revenue: dislike for deep reasons into which not

to go to-day but for which econemie reasons provided only ulterior rational-
ization, not real motive, Characteristic that official program of Nazis '
agked forst of eall for expulgion of Hastern Jews which were economicgally

cas harmless ag mass of vlothing workers in NeW Yo k, and fhat measures

against aconomlc power of Jews were taken practically only in 1938 when -

- power ofiJews entirely broken and motive was awowedly ralsing of revenue,

“But these ideas might have continued to express themselvas»ig;so,ial and

political talks if economic pressu/re had not been'addedf"m zism Totllowed
curve of unemployment of youth., In 1023, after great inflation which

ddstr oyed. economic middle clags and with it real conservatism, first
flaring up: from 1925 to 29 under pseudo~prosperity due to Amerivan credite
compl.ebe collapse., After Great depression again more and more powerful,
Same 1n Other Central Huropean countries: Austria until 1930 prectically
lmmune: not a single deputy in spite of proportionate representation .-
which favored new small parties. But beginuling with 1932 danger.

problem of Austrilsan Monarchy end so-called states of sugcession that economic
- neceselties all the time contradicted emotional wishes of peoples.
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Turnlng pomnt. in ideology fallute of lagt democratic attempt to y@t old ‘
idea of Austro-German collaboration: customs' union. Shattered belief in \
1nternatlonal~uu5tlce through peaceful means and wish of Allied toh help A
Austria. Socialism compromised through apparent failubte of Russian System.
nunber of uneuplOyed had gone there and returned déeply impressed. So. -

. despalt turned to only other mean which to some extent conformed to old

- emotional prejudices. Effect of propaganda overrated: only mistake Austrian .
made was to believe that Hitler really wanted pesce, Remarksd le that in spite
of all this only about 40pc, Nazis at time of selzure: that seizure had to '
- he made by force rather than - ag Hitler had wighed - by spontaneou s

- movement of people, -

Resistance 1mpo$s1b1@. fir&f overwhelming force. econdly moral ferce@ of ,
anti-Nazism badly shaken by anti-democratic regime of Dollfuss which had f
alienated only real support of anti-Nazi forces, working class. Thitdly, ~
ne oppoﬁlng 1deo1ogy‘ another- proof that ideology more important than
economic behavior, lmportant point for view that fascism can be cone

quered only if opposed by cleyar-cut democratic progrmm, not by dl@thﬁr

braud of same commodity.,

' uudétanLand only’country where people really voked fa* Hitlerian magority.
Don't kmow whether this provided excuse or real reagon. for Munich, But
this magorlty came about. only through. especlally ﬁ,upld handling of

question by Czechs who didn't recognize that prestige was less ldéportent

‘than satibf%btion of minority, Bmotlonal background agaon visible for
sudetenland bound to rest of (zechoslovakia, and againfcohquest of entire
territory not contemplated by masses. Another 1n»t&n0@ for relative lack
of importance of Jewish question for Nazlsms in ¢ Sudetenland, the Czechs

- provuded suftficient "eneny" for emotional purposes, Lh@r@fore no official
~anti-Semitlem until.spring of 1938 when offivial adoption of entire Nazi-
program‘ﬁbp to that date many\11@ort%nt Jewmah leaders in favor of Nazl '

©party. L :

Mmotiohal character ﬁhown in fact that youth movoment. Xouth in goncrwl

not gjfeu to overvaluation of economic motives, and not to rlpe Judhment

of ecohiomic hecessities. Bomantic spirit of gecr@L socletles, sworn to . ’

obedience. Wish to play soldlers which had been forbidden by peace tr@at1@$.‘

. Tdea of ridding govermment from corruption inevitable under d@mocracy - Pere
haps not more so than under any other sys t@m, Nost. inmm/rtant: youih had
gomething to hope for.

@

This stregsing of emotion shall not mean tnat Nm&l&m less bugmuaﬂgmmznded
than other reg gimé, True Nazis terribly shomked by way they behaved Ffor
instence in Austria where wholesale robbery officially protected., By the
way, somebody who tried - mostly unsiccessfully - for six monthe to protect
Austriane againet Nazi robberidés willingly believes everything sbout way
in Poland and. Bohemia: who behaved that way towards "racial comerades",
“may expect to refrain from nothing against ethers, Lepecially if idea of
elementary justice which still prevail@d in Austria is shattufed by idea
that one ie at war, = _ _ _ _ .

, BuL even propaganda asmong adults d&TlVGd most forc& - axcept in casge of
unemployrent - not from economic argum@nt%. But from abllity of perverting
ce ntury old philosophieal thoughts 1o Nazi useXConsequence that some
believ Nazism to be something specifiw Gurmnnl Nonsense if coneidered.
tradition of German classicism which ie as &mti«Naaj as can be, Kven -
legel and Nietzsche who are imvoked most frequently have practically nothing
in common with Nezi nihiliem. And for instance German settlers in this country
(Pennsylvania, Wl&@onSLE? mlnn@puta) gtaunche st defend@ra of. progremalva

d@mocraoy.
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Central Burope one point of attack which distinguddhes from thie Cguﬂtryg

lack of tradition in politice. Real alffection to political system doesn't
grow in ten or fifteen years, Hepecially of government wag not fought for -
but dimposed by enemies and in epitit always related to humiliating peqce.

If under conditions like these able political leaders.-can persuade people
that they may satlsfy thedr emotional needs, at the same time remain true

~to old ideals, end in additlon reap economic berefits, and. if this-comes -
~about in times when economic trouhles distgurb clear judgment and mo other

practical way out seems to be open: then any people would fall under spell
of thig philosophy. This may be the true danger of it. But it may aleo _
mean that If at least some of these danger signals are absent, the attack
mag be repulsed as long as sheer force ls not used, How to defend against

‘the threat of force, however, is another chapter which cannot be discussed

here and to-day.
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