
Excerpts from correspondence with 

Mrs. Marcella Benson 
6154 Bahiamar Road 

Toledo, Ohio 

We thought we saw searchlights all around us, but there were no 

light beams shooting up to the clouds from the ground. The 

lights darting around in the clouds were sort of luminous and 

appeared to be more round in shape than anything else, also they 

were quite large. The lights were not as bright as a stroke 

of lightning, but they were above a dense layer of clouds, and 

bluish white in color. The lights did not stay in a steady 

position, they were shooting around. We could see the lights 

in the west, northwest, north, and northeast from 8:00 PM on. 

I think this is important. We did not have much stroke lightning 

and I do not recall hearing thunder. Our electricity was knocked 

out at 9:32 PM, and that is when we saw one black funnel. The 

reason we could see it is because there was a slight glow coming 

from the sides of it. 
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August 9, 1966 

Mrs. Marcell Benson 
6154 ahiamar Road 
Toledo. Ohio 

Dear Mr. Benson: 

I thought you ight b int rested in having th 
enclo ed preprint of th . arti~le we have prepar d 
on th torn do that swept through Tol do on •Y 11. 

-1965. 

I hav recently been pleaeed to learn that Science 
Magazine hss accepted this article for publication. 
and it should be appearing soon. 

1 am very g~at~ful to all of you kind p ople in 
Toledo for your help and coop ration in this effort 
to further our knowledge of tornado s through th 
writing of this articl. 

BV : spm 
Enclosure 

Sincer ly, 

B rnard Vonnegut 
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DRAFT 

Abstract from telephone call Feb. 21, 1966 with Mrs. Marcella Benson 

6154 Balm.mar Rd. Toledo 11, Ohio. 

We only saw one tornado . The reason that we saw it x was 

because we were looking at lightning that was so different from 

any we have ever seen . It was like a searchlight up in the clouds . 

There were no flashes • It was like a searchlight going hither, 

thither, and yond. It was over to the west, to the northwest 

and to the north. We are both 46 years old and we have never seen 

anything like this before. 

We were standing when the lights went out and saw the 

tornado coming from the west. We said1 we see a toraado coming 

and ran right into each other and flopped on the floor. The 

tornado did $150 damage to ou~ house . 
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