
t.-:inutes f }leet.i.n~ held Mond·~y, January 15tn, 1906, 3. 30 . .1. 

--0--

The meeting caIBe to or:er ~romptly in the office of the Co issio er of 

g ucation, al members present an . Dr. raper in the chair. 

The minutes of the two pre ious neetings were a roved as read. 

Ex oert Ace u tant Hour.i.,..,a"'"t' .s rc\iort of' .his exareination o:t' the 1l1re- surer' s 

accounts for the rear enc i .~.s Ju 31st 1 05, w-: s r ac. Q_ motion it was accepted 

an . or e:red place o :t'i le. In llis re. ort, \:r. Ho , r i 6 an recolilmen .ed th:-~t certain 

acco mt ·, 1 hich ere c n rvidered · co lee tab e a.nLl h e been ""tan in,_., on the bo :q 

ft,r sever- i ~rears, shou.h. be cros.se o:f:t' On notion of 1~. V n Rensnc aer, the 

report was ref'erre back to ... essrs. Cc-\_,swe 1 a. c. ruyn w:j. th instr· ctlons to cro s ,, 
off such accounts s i o ght to bo consi ~red l co lGctabl~ a~d t~ 

commenrie suits for the pLyment of rr ch accotnt as sno 1. b- pai~b tare in arrears. 

r11he 'ecretary of'f'icia y re-ported to the Go 1mi ttee tnat the Co leJe D ildi ~ 

too:: f'ire on the eveninu o:t' JQ.nuar;\7 th, 1 , at abb:it 15 • .i.h• , n that it W:3.S 

practically a tota oss, ui th the exce tion :t' a portion of Dr ... i ne' s houze. 

Gommisni ner Draoer at. e some rerr:a.rks about the imp rtunce of this crisis in 

the histor, r oi' the institution. I e sai that it h, d co .. e to his :nowledee that the 

q:1..estion haL ·been ra,ised. ~A/hether it was ,worth ni e to main ta.in Nor l'- Colle3e 

at all at this point in the ftate e stp osec that tne members o~ thiz Committee 

would all ~roe that it w s desirabl~ and that we wo· l all unite in our efforts 

to do so. He sa,i d :further that there h( been l,., ,:,eneral feelin.; . rc.o those . 
intoreste in educ tion th t the opportunities: f'or train~ te cher of the hi,)rnr 

cl sn, bo c those for the common school~ w re insufficient in this 'tate. He 

zaid that some of the Universities ~~d . de an effort to ive such in tru tion; but 

th?, t u:p to, th resent time the State had doe nothi ~ In hi J L Jm ~nt the time 

was now ripe for the tate to dos~ a~ to do it here in Alb ny. 1 he s· 1 bject was a 

1 r
0

0 one, · r.1,; reg_uire earnest t 1ou. ht n consi er· tion. 

At the :tst rr:ecti.r1.~ of' tb.e Bo rd of' _ e..::ie .. ts, authori tu ha been obtained f'or 



t h is Col •:;e t inor "i c it:::: ,,r.:1de )i' ten. hi!l,_, u, • , _ _.,r,7.,nt certain i olor-1. .~. It vas 

n Dep°'rtment, 

and ~ .resictent ".!ilne sh . .1.lcl be aske i'irst to ' rmu ate of i str_ctio for 

su ch 3, ,-5choo arr _ ,;ed to econ-

plish th· b j ct. {.aiie t.1is :wo.s beine: l O- e, it waC! is j dJme_ t that bil 

sho 1 c. at or ce be .1ntro i.lCC~ in the Le,.,,· s a.ture ro ri ti:i...:, the .one.\r .... ecess r.v 

to carry out th s ob ject. IT· G Co un · tteo • .. ;-.,ree e .... ~tirc .V ~vi th the Gor:1.mi sione;r:, 

and it was a .. t ,:,C:d that ;;, bil sho 0 1.l be i ,.tro _i,l :l s soo . as poss.it e ao ronriating 

$=so,ooo ih a dition t t $75, 00 of' inc:urance which wou · _ be iL. 0.1..t the o _ 

buil .iL,0..,, ••• 0 the ~vh.o e sun to bL: e xpended i. th0 ere -tion o:f V, _ Giv bt i c L - un er 

.. the iv.ne ia,te s ·• per ision o:f th,, ~tate / re 1i tGct. 

It, hu. in~, co:.·.e to the .n wle "'e :t· the Gomml tte6 that the 11 .sti ef't 

standing b:r the fir c · re i.:.. an__;:erous conc.i tior.i., ,.r. P u. rn '!.O'.'li c ~- tlLt the ::-:1.a t ter 

of' ta.k i~1,.:, the 1 .. t01"11 as f'ar · s ·as l Gcezsar., to ii"A :: c t11 ·m su.f c, b e rGf'erred to 

Presiden·', .1~i.lrw, nc· t0 co .der with t11c St · .t0 Architect,. 1. __,et "rori: hims t·sfactor,'l 

s to what to ~- G rrie • 

em.er ....,cnc.,1· ht.c rnc.:. e a most . ...,e - ero· . s off L,r of th:. u.se of thc:ir f u. -~ y .Sc 1100 1:oom 

f or the use s of the s~n) ~ n rcfuse to t~~e a aymunt except for expe:ises 

a c tua,l .v i .cu;r-rccl n that he h c acce :tG their ofi er; that tic: 1J1r\.1 '"·tees o:' the 

so off'errec , '1c- .se of thelr rooms, an . that this wot d 
k 

be ::.c ceptc :for .:t~x t torr:1.; that o:ff'ers h .. L11. CO'"'.O ±'..L om the Bov" s If.. cade 1.V, the Go ent 

of' the .d lv rfan:e$ , tho :uo"rt' of' of' the Gi t:v of' :/11 b3.ny, the 1 1rur.;teer; of' 

the Flrst _re~byteria. Churc, of the f ~ te St. Church, an the assembly ro m of 

cnoo No 2~ t.n U,.r · ta1 ian :. cie:ty' oi· tlie ~i tv of' :A lba, y, a ' Ric11a 'd L.. Dov for 

t11e r: e of ins Da. cin..::; t cact.err.y. 



The Commissioner 
as follows: 

continued with his communication · 

Death of Dr David Murray 

We shall at best now do but very tardy justice to another and a very 
conspicuous former Secretary of the Board of Regents, Dr David Murray, 
who died at his home in New Brunswick, New Jersey, on March 6, 1905. 
Born at Bovina, Delaware county, N. Y., on October 15, 1830, he grad
uated at Union College in the class of 1852. He became principal of the 
Albany Academy in 1857 and retired from this position in 1863 to accept 
the professorship of mathematics at Rutgers. In 1872 upon the request 
of the Japanese Empire he was designated by the government of the 
United States to proceed to Japan and lay the foundations of the educa
tional system of the people who have since developed such marked 
intellectual and indusfrial capacity and who in rece1:1t years have shown 
such striking forcefulness · in war. Dr Murray went to Japan in the 
spring of 187 3 and performed 1;1.is great task there with conspicuous ac
ceptability. Soon after his return to the United States, in 1879, he was 
invited to the secretaryship of the Board of Regents. He held this of
fice from 1880 to 1889 inclusive. His appointment was an extremely 
fortunate one for all ot' the interests under the care of the Regents. He 
was the father of the academic examination system. He hoped that the 
system might uplift the scholarship and standing of the secondary schools 
as it has done, but he never anticipated or expecte_d that it would go to 
the lengths that it has gone in shaping the curriculum and determining 
the policy of those schools. He did distinctly plan that the examination 
system should be the means of procuring State aid to the secondary 
schools and in this he was successful beyond his highest expectations. 
Aside from imitating this conspicuous movement in the educational 
affairs of the State, .Dr Murray was at all times thoughtful, incisive and 
efficient in. the service of the Board. He was a gentleman of the highest 
grade, a scholar of ripe and varied learning, a writer of charming accom
plishments, and an administrator who was quiet, steady, balanced, per
sistent, and altogether successful in getting important things done. 

We must look back upon his service to the Board and to the State with 
respect and we may express our reg~rd for his faithful and attractive 
character, and our sympathy for his devoted and afflicted wife, with all 
appropriateness. _d f.' -_, 

On motion of Regent Smith, 

Voted, unanimously in a rising vote by the Board that the 
statement of the Commissioner of Education, concerning the 
death of Dr David Murray, be made the expression of the 
Board of Regents and with his · portrait be inserted -in tlte 
journal of pi~oceedings·. 



The State Normal College 

. ' In r844 the first New York State normal school was opened at Albany. 
It is now a justly honored institution with an influent~al alumni vvidcly 

~ scattered. In 1890, upon my initiative when State Superinten<lent of 
Public Instruction, the Board of Regents granted t he institution a college 

~ / If { 0 charter with authority to confer degrees, but in pedagogy alone. The 
thought was that it would gradually rise to the collgee level, at least in 
the subject-matter and pedagogic work incident to teaching in the public 
schools. It was hoped to make the institution potential in preparing 
teachers for the secondary schools and also in preparing superintendents 
and other supervisory officers. Much to my disappointment these pur
poses have not been realized. I have never clearly under.:;tood why, 
and until recently was in no position to ascertain. Upon the ren~w.11 
of my official relations to the institution, the Second Assistant Com
missioner of Education, Dr Edward J. Goodwin, was requested to rare
fully investigate and report. Ile has been doing this from time to time 
and the matter has been the subject of frequent discussion uetween him, 
President Milne and myself, until now it seems ripe for definite action. 
T his action must obviously be decisive or we must give over our pur
poses and accept the conclusion that the institution shall be a State nor
mal school , receiYing pupils without preparation for college and gradu
ating them without the factors of college training essential to respe :::
tability of the collegiate degrees. This conclusion we ought not to admit. 
There is no greater need in the educational work of our State than the 
requirement that the secondary schools shall be taught and the super
visory positions filled by men ancl women of college training, and that 
that college training shall be carried on in a pedagogic atmosphere where 
the history a n d philosophy of teaching shall have distinct and abundant 
recognition. Before such a requirement can be enforced we shall have 
to p rovide the men and women who are so trained for such positions. 

The Normal College is eligibly located on an attractive site overlooking 
the beautiful Washington park in this city. Bayond an eligible site and 
a spacious though not very well arrange<l building an'd a p resident's 
r esidence, the institution has in the last or two purchased several ',(_ 
additional parcels of land running from year to Madison avenue. ~ 
Going a little further in this matter it will possess a most spacious and 
desirable site and at a reasonable cost will be able make provision for 
such uplifting or expansion of its work as may seem well. It seems 
desirable to get the work of reorganiztion forward so that its n eeds may 
be more clParly known and mistaks in meeting them may be avoidded 

Dr. Goodwin 's formal report and recommendations are as follows, and 
I am quite willing to make them my own and recommend that they be 
adopted: 

"December 
"Hon. A. S. Draper LL.D. 

Commissioner of Education 
DEAR sm : I beg leave to call your attention to the need of a reorganiza

tion of the New York State Normal College. This institution was 
established on its present basis in 1890 for the specific purpose of training 
teachers for the secondarv schools, and was empowered by the Board 
of Rcgenst to grant professional degrees. 

This purpose, however, has not been fully realized for the reasoations 
the majority of its graduates ha-ve lacked the scholastic qualificcations 
possessed by graduates from other colleges with1,Whom they come into 
competition. The college has also failed to become a postgraduate pro
fessional scbool for the reason that other colleges have mean'W hile setab
lished pedagogical courses that may be credited towards a bachelor's 
cJeo-;ec. This ha;; enabled their students to ohtnin a regular college 
degree and a modicum of professional training in four year:; . About 
t w'o thirrl.; o~ the gradLt:·tes c,f the Xe,v York SU·.te "Normal College 
fail ·,0 obVtin 2.ppointmc'11,s rn the secondary schools of the State because 
they do not po;scss a '.mfii ·icnt knowledge of the subjects to be taught. 
H is olwiou~, thcrdore, tint this deficiency in scholarsh ip m ust be sup
plied if th,' co1kgc i~ to accompfo;h the end for ·which it was established. 

J\n at\uicional and very urgent reason for the reorganization of the 
colleg,: i, to be found in the fart that onl_v 43% of the principals of the 
8i8 rccugnized scconclary sc11ool'.i m this State are college graduates 
and only '.!I% of thc::;c ban:. had any professional training. ~o exact 
tlata ca;;_ be obtained rcgardii16 the qualifications of assistant teachers, 
but it is a matter of common knowledge that the percentage of assistant 
teachers that possess the scholastic and professioaal qualifications neces
sary for teaching in our sc_co_nda~y . s_chools, is very_ small. 

It is to be notPd -o!.lso tha,, m audition to the public demand for better 
trained high school teachers, there is e,·en a more urgent need of well 
qualified schoo_l _superintcndcnt_s,. supcn-isors of special subjects and 
teachers of trammg cla.;;;;cs, trammg schools and normal schools. Per
sons occupving these positions exert such great inAuence over the schools 
that the State will fail in its duty, if it docs not maintain a special insti
tution of high g,·ade in which they may be thoroughly prepared for their 
work. 

In view of these facts I respectfully recommend: 
That all courses of study designed to µrepare teachers for the ele

mentary schools be <liscontinued. 
2 That the requirements for admission to the college shall be sub

stantially the same as those laid clown by other eastern colleges 
of good standing. 

3 That the rnllc;;;c he authorized to estahEsh a four year course of 
.studies in the ii beral arts and pedagogics. 

4 That all stude;nts shall be required to pursue such subjects of study 
as are deemed essential to a liberal education. 

5 That such professional courses as arc considered to be fundamental 
in the training of teachers shall be required from every student. 

6 That all other courses in the curriculum, both academic and profes
sional, shall be electiYe. 

7 That in addition to the professional co;irses prescribed for all stu
dents, the college shall provide other professional courses d :osigned 
specifically to prepare students to become teachers of secondary 
schools, training classes, training schools and normal schools, 
and instructors in art, manual training, domestic science and 
other special subjects. · 

8 That the college be empowered to confer the three follmving d egrees: 
B. A., E. S., Pd. D., the first two to be ginn on the satisfactory 
completion of a four year course, the third to be conferre<l only 
upon college graduates after a year of postgraduate study. 

9 That the appropriations for the su1,port of the college be enlarged 
so th:::.t the faculty may be reorganized and strengthened. 

In the scheme of studies proposed by the president of the college, if all 
of the elective- ·work be academic, 81 per cc.nt of the student's time will 
be given to academic subject_s; if the s~udcnt takes the maJ:-im:4m number 
of professional courses, he. w:11. then give 69 per cent of his time to aca
demic subjects. From this 1t is made clear that the standard of scholar
ship est2.blishcd for colleges by the Board of Regents will not be lowered, 
since other reputable colleges make similar provisions. The p roportion 
of time that may be clcvotcc.l to trtc study of pedagogics by a candidate 
for the dc£>"ree of B. A. in other leading institutions is as follows: Har
vard, 18%~; Brow1:., 24';{; l\1ichigan, 23%; Cor11ell, 21%; Syracuse, 25%. 

In the last a1;a]y.sis thi::; appu-.1 for the reorganization of the New York 
State K ormal Cc!lcge is b2.sed upon the obvious need of scholarly and 
well trained teachers in our secondary schools, training classes, training 
schools and noni1al schools, and upon the evident fact that the supply 
of such teachers is wholly inadequate. If the State is justified in ex
pending annually $6,745,_87~ for the ~upport of public s_ccondary schools, 
and s4 7 4,600 in the lT.mn',;enancc of nom1al schools, it e<l:n not escape 
just criticism if it fails to provide th2se schools ,v1th well qualified teachers. 
Because these schools are unde;r the immediate control of the State 
Education Dep£:.rt1acnt an<l because the stan<lards of education estab
lished in them dctcrm.:.;1e the quality of the training given in the ele~en
tary schools, the State is ,v~rrantcd in maintainin~ at least ~nc ~nstitu
tion of college grad8 m which teachers may receive a subsLantial and 
thorough education. 

Respectfully submitted 

Scco11d Assistant Com;:iissioiicr of Education" 

The only apparent difficulty in carrying out these recommendations 
is in connection ---ith the 2ppropriatio·1s for the needed enlargement 
and improvc:men'" o[ the faculty, but I am confident that we can m~et 
that in a little time and --·c will go no faste;r or farther than the appropria

tions will permit. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Fifth 
On motion of Regent Francis. 

11 otcd, That the several recommendations ( f the Com
missioner of Education concerning the State No1111::iJ College. 
be and hereby are adopted. 



1~. Coeswell moved that the ~c tion of President M~lne in ~cce ting t wo of the 

above ofi'ers bn a_,pro eel, ,~,nt_ th;1t the than1 _s )i. the Corr.mi ttee be to_ d.ered to each 

of the parties who h d bee. kind eno 1 ~h to ~ -ke the thcr offer~ 1hich we could not 

c,ccept. Carried. 

Dr. W~rd m v ed that President Mine be ~uthoriz e t ~o -Ont~ houso for his 

temporary use at a cost 
. J':>.;,rlil C ; 

f ' $ 220. f~ the -,1resent .a,te up to i,::1,y 1 st, 190 6 • a .. vt,t{ 0 

~.rr. Pruyn mo ed thFt Dr. !/tsiiinwall be investe _ with the tit e and f ' :1c tions 

of AssisLant to the resident encinJ the reor7anl zati n of the Co leQ~ without 

~daitio~~ c onpensation. Carrie .• 

n motion of Dr. V t.rc, the r:1atter o..:.' pG.rchasL ..... the ro erty romai..nin .... ., between 

th~t whi ch e now own an the corne of ~a ison ~~ enue , At a cost not to exceed $1~ 700 

( the ba ance of' last vewr' s aupropri tio ) be referred. to i,:r. Go,L,.;we 11 nc. _,._._ ozi .ent 

Milne. 

On motion the meetir~ ~d~otrne. 


