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Minutes of Meeting held Monday, January 15th, 1906, 3.30 P M.
W
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The Becretary officially reported to the Committee i

evening of January 8th,

practically a total loss, with the eXception of a por

DPre about the import:
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the history of the institution. He said that it had come to his knowledge

question had -been raised whether it yhile to maintain a Normal: College
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at all at this point i
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it was desirable, and that we would all unite in

to do so. He said further had been a general feeling among those
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class, above those for the common Schools, were insufficient in this State. He

said that some of the Wniversities had made an t give such instruetiony but
up to the present time the State had done nothinge In his judgment, the time

was now ripe for the Btate so, and to do it here in Albany. The subject was a
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J TERE S
The Commissioner of Education continued with his communication’
as follows:
Death of Dr David Murray i

We shall at best now do but very tardy justice to another and a very
conspicuous former Secretary of the Board of Regents, Dr David Murray,
who died at his home in New Brunswick, New Jersey, on March 6, 19o5.
Born at Bovina, Delaware county, N. Y., on October 15, 1830, he grad-
uated at Union College in the class of 1852. He became principal of the
Albany Academy in 1857 and retired from this position in 1863 to accept
the professorship of mathematics at Rutgers. In 1872 upon the request
of the Japanese Empire he was designated by the government of the
United States to proceed to Japan and lay the foundations of the educa-
tional system of the people who have since developed such marked
intellectual and industrial capacity and who in recent years have shown
such striking forcefulness:in war. = Dr Murray went to Japan in the
spring of 1873 and performed his great task there with conspicuous ac-
ceptability. Soon after his return to the United States, in 1879, he was
invited to the secretaryship of the Board of Regents. He held this of-
fice from 1880 to 1889 inclusive. His appointment was an extremely
fortunate one for all of the interests under the care of the Regents. He
was the father of the academic examination system. He hoped that the
system might uplift the scholarship and standing of the secondary schools
as it has done, but he never anticipated or expected that it would go to
the lengths that it has gone in shaping the curriculum and determining
the policy of those schools. He did distinctly plan that the examination
system should be the means of procuring State aid to the secondary
schools and in this he was successful beyond his highest expectations.
Aside from imitating this conspicuous movement in the educational
affairs of the State, Dr Murray was at all times thoughtful, incisive and
efficient in the service of the Board. He was a gentleman of the highest
grade, a scholar of ripe and varied learning, a writer of charming accom-
plishments, and an administrator who was quiet, steady, balanced, per-
sistent, and altogether successful in getting important things done.

We must look back upon his service to the Board and to the State with
respect and we may express our regard for his faithful and attractive
character, and our sympathy for his devoted and afflicted wife, with all
appropriateness.

i

On motion of Regent Smith,

Voted, unanimously in a rising vote by the Board that the
statement of the Commissioner of Education, concerning the
death of Dr David Murray, be made the expression of the
Board of Regents and with his portrait be inserted in the
journal of ‘proceedings.




The State Normal College

In 1844 the first New York State normal school was opened at Albany.
It is now a justly honored institution with an influential alumni widely
scattered. In 1890, upon my initiative when State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, the Board of Regents granted the institution a college
charter with authority to confer degrees, but in pedagogy alone. The
thought was that it would gradually rise to the collgee level, at least in
the subject-matter and pedagogic work incident to teaching in the public
schools. It was hoped to make the institution potential in preparing
teachers for the secondary schools and also in preparing superintendents
and other supervisory officers. Much to my disappointment these pur-
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poses have not been realized. I have never clearly understood why,
and until recently’ was in no position to ascertain. Upon the renswal
of my official relations to the institution, the Second Assistant Com-
missioner of Education, Dr Edward J. Goodwin, was requested to care-
fully investigate and report. He has been doing this from time to time

and the matter has been the subject of frequent discussion between him,

President Milne and myself, until now it seems ripe for definite action.
This action must obviously

y be decisive or we must give over our pur-
poses and accept the conclusion that the institution shall be a State nor-
mal school, receiving pupils without preparation for college and gradu-
ating them without the factors of college training essential to respec-
tability of the collegiate degrees. This conclusion we ought not to admit.
There is no greater need in the educational work of our State than the
requirement that the secondary schools shall be taught and the super-
visory positions filled by men and women of college training, and that
that college training shall be carried on in a pedagogic atmosphere where
the history and philosophy of teaching shall have distinct and abundant
recognition. Before such a requirement can be enforced we shall have
to provide the men and women who are so trained for such positions.

The Normal College is eligibly located on an attractive site overlooking
the beautiful Washington park in this city. Bayond an eligible site and
a spacious though not very well arranged building and a president’s
residence, the institution has in the last or two purchased several
additional parcels of land running from year to Madison avenue.
Going a little further in this matter it will possess a most spacious and
desirable site and at a reasonable cost will be able make provision for
such uplifting or expansion of its work as may seem well. It seems
desirable to get the work of reorganiztion forward so that its needs may
be more clearly known and mistaks in meeting them may be avoidded

Dr. Goodwin’s formal report and recommendations are as follows, and
I am quite willing to make them my own and recommend that they be
adopted:

; ¢« December
“How A SiEPraper LED:
Commissioner of Education

DEAR sir: I beg leave to call your attention to the need of a reorganiza-
tion of the Néw York State Normal College. This institution was
established on its present basis in 1890 for the specific purpose of training
teachers for the secondary schools, and was cmpuwmod by the B()drd
of Regenst to grant professional degrees.

This purpose, however, has not been fully realized for the reasoations
the majority of its Umduaios hu\'e lacked the scholastic qualificcations
possessed by graduates from other leges V\rith,ﬁ’\’llom they come into
competition. The college has also r(mu? to become a postgraduate pro-
fessional school for the reason that othér colleges have meanW hile setab-
lished pedagomcal courses that may be credited towards a bachelor's

nabled their students to obtain a regular college
of 10 vning in four _YC’!I. About
he f\uw York State Normal College
secondary schools of the State because
ywledge of the subjects to be taught.
deficiency in scholarship must be-sup-

pl:ml if the Q‘wa > 1s to accomplish the end for which it was established.

An additional and very u reason for the reorganization of the
college is to be m\wtl in the that only 439, of the principals of the
g:8 recognized secondary 'tc"mm in this State are college graduates
and onl \- 219, of these have had any professional training. No exact
data can be obtained regarding the gualifications of assistant teachers,
but it is a matter of common knowledge that the percentage of assistant
teachers that.poss he scholastic m1 professional quaiifications neces-
sary for t\ aching in our wmw{‘*‘\' schools, is very small.

lt is to be noted 2lso that, in addition to the public demand for better
trained high school teachers, there is even a more urgent need of well
qualified sc hool superint 'c:ns‘ xul)cr\w).s of SDCCIdI subjects and
teachers of training c training scnoo s and normal schools. Per-
Song occupy ing these po ions exert suct h great influence over the schools

at the State will fail in its duty, if it does not maintain a special insti-
tution of high grade in which they may be thoroughly prepared for their
work.

In view of these facts I respectfully recommend:

That all courses of stum de :nod to prepare teachers for the ele-

mentary schools be discontinued.

That the requirements for admission to the college shall be sub-
stantially the same as those laid down by other eastern colleges
of (r()oi J‘LJH(‘ ng.

That the college be authorized to establish
studies in the liberal arts and pedagogics.

That all students shall be required to pursue such subjects of study
as are deemed essential to a liberal education.

That such professional courses as are considered to be fundamental
in the training of teachers shall bF‘ required from every student.

That all other courses in the curriculim, both academic and profes
sional, shall be elective.

That in addition to the professional courses prescribed for all stu-
dents, the college shall provide other professional courses dssigned
specifically to prepare students to become teachers of secondary
schools, training classes, training schools and normal schools,
and instructors in art, manual training, domestic science and
other special subjects. :

That the college be empowered to confer the three following degrees:
Bl B S Pd Bl the first twol to be oivenyon the sauaractory
completion of a four year course, the third to be conferred only
upon college si“'xdm tes after a year of postgraduate study.

That the appropriat sions for the support of the college be enlarge
so that the faculty may be wm%hum/ >d and stmnmhened.

Tn the scheme of sti 1dies proposed by the president of the college, if all
of the elective work be academic, 81 per cent of the student’s time will
be given to acade mic subjects; if the student takes the maximum number
of P;'Ofgggz'g/;;ul fols ¢s, he w 111};1)011 give 69 per cent of his time to aca-
demic subjects. From this it is made clear that the standard of scholar-
<hlp established for colleges by the Board of Regents will not be lower‘ed,
since other re oumluo colleges make similar provisions. The proportion
of time that may be devoted to the study of pedagogics by a candidate
for the ng&;w > of B. A. in other leading institutions is as follows: Har-
vard, 18%,; Br 7, : Michigan, 239% ; Cornell, 219, ; Syracuse, 25%:

In the last a rsis this appeal for the r{:org‘anization of the New York
State Normal Ccllege is based u the obvious need of scholarly‘ gnd
well trained teach in o 3 7 schools, training classes, training
schools and normal schools, an on 'the evident fact that the slupply
of such teachers is wholly in ,‘L.:Ltc. If the State is justified in ex-
pending annually $6,745,87 ~the support of public q‘ccondary schools,
and $a74,600 1n the ma mnce of normal schools, it can not escape
just c1 o if it fails to provide these schools with well qumxhedteachers.
Because these ols -are under the mediate control of the State
Education Deg ¢ and because the standards of education estab-
lished in L,lm‘u rmine the quality of the training given in the elemen-
tary schools, th; u( is ed i1 uuwm,awmg at least one institu-

0 s may receive a substantial and
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a four year course of

is in connection witl
and improvement of the fa
that in a little time and we W

tions will permit.

Fifth
On motion of Regent Francis.
Voted, That the several recommendations ¢f the Com-

missioner of Education concerning the State Noimal College.
be and hereby are adopted.
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