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STATE OF NEW YORK'®

No. 185.

IN ASSEMBLY, MAR. 26, 1859.
(‘%w 1% 57~ §%)

Thirteenth and Fourteenth Report of the Prison Association
of New York, including a list of the Officers and Members.

New Yorx, March 25,:1859.
Hon. Dewitt C. LITTLEIJOHN, ) : ,"A
Speaker of the Assembly of the State of New York: .
The New York Prison Association, in compliance with its
charter, herewith transmits a report of its labors for the years
1857 and 1858, with the request that you will present the same
to the Legislature.
~ .Very respectfully,
JOHN H. GRISCOM,
Chairman of Executive Commitiee.

[Assembly, No. 185.]
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REPORT

To the Honorable the Legislature of the Sidie qf New York:

The Prison Association of New York presents the following a8

f its report for the years 1857 and 1858:

This association was incorporated by a special act of the
egislature, on the 9th of May, 1846. Its reports, from time to

f time, have fully declared its objects and plan of operations, with
E their results; they comprise several volumes which will be found'
| in the State Library, and to which we beg leave most respectfully
} to refer.
f crime, and the means of its prevention-—of criminals and the
b influences to be employed for their reformation—of prison discip-

It will be found, en consulting them, that the subject of

line and the improvements to be made therein, have all been
fully discussed, and the arguments, pro and con, clearly set forth.
But little can be added that is new, and it may be safely affirmed,
that those reports contain all that need be said to convince your
honorable body and the public, of the benefits which our organi-
zation has conferred on the State and the community at large, in
the past, and of the usefulness, in the same channel, which it pro-
mises to continue to exert in the future.

The necessities which originated the Prison Association, and
which induced the Legislature to give to it such a liberal charter,
have not yet ceased to exist.

The theories on which its plans of operations have been based
frpm the outset, are still believed to be sound, and if faith.

)lully carried out, that they must stand approved by the great
j nass of reflecting men.

It cannot be Justly charged against this assoclatlon that it has
been actuated in its efforts by a misplaced or morbid sympathy_
for the criminal, for it has resolutely adhered to the scrlptura.l
proverb that “ the way of transgressors is hard,” and has sternly
acknowledged that this should be so; yet, while looking in
this direction with a face of flint, it has steadily borne in mind the
idea upon which all modern legislation has proceeded with refer-
tnce to crimies, viz : that the great object should be to prevent
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their commission and reform the criminals, and not to deal with
them in a spirit of vindictiveness. .

To those who may not be familiar with our plans, and who, for
that reason, may not be prepared to acknowledge the utility of
such an organization, we desire to submit some of the most pro-
minent evils which exist, and the remedies which have been and
are still sought to be applied to their correction.

15¢. Detentions of alleged criminals.

1t will be readily conceded that some are improperly charged;
that some, while innocent, are in danger of being condemned by
false or vindictive witnesses, through inadvertance, or for want of
the aid of honest lawyers; that some are stripped of all they
possess by * shysters,” without receiving any beneficial services
in return; and that some by reason of circumstances difficult to
be explained at the time of conviction, are made to suffer punish-
ments which might be properly mitigated, if the matters in
extenuation were reliably brought to the notice of the court, but
which, owing to the fears, confusion, or friendless situation of the
accused, cannot be furnished without timely aid, volunteered
on the spot.

' 2d. Prison discipline.

Tt is well known, that in some detention prisons at least, (but it
would be safe to say in nearly all of them,) it is quite common to
confine prisoners under aceusation and before conviction, although
innocent, in the same quarters, and under the same restraints, and
in the same cells, with those justly convicted; that witnesses are
confined there for the want of bail, and are thus subjected to
restraints and contaminating influences, which it is impossible, by
any species of argument, to justify; that proper regard to clean-
liness and the general sanitary condition of the inmates of the
detention prisons is often omitted, and that the innocent, the
guilty, and the witnesses, are, in most ‘cases alike subject to this
neglect, and that in the prisons for the confinement of prisoners
under sentence, there is no suitable classification of them. Adepts
in every species of infamous crimes, and hardened criminals, such
as professional thieves, burglars and pickpackets, being confined
and brought in close contact with first offenders, and convicts for
minor offenses, such as assaults and batteries, and other misde-

meanors, and that in some cases cruel and unusual punishments i

are inflicted by drunken, ignorant, passionate, unprincipled of
brutal keepers.

11

cls.
It will not be denied that some of this class would reform, if '

. properly encouraged, especially those whose crimes may be traced

to intemperate habits, want, suffering, prejudice or passion; that
in most cases, this class come from the prisons, on fhe expiration
of their terms of sentence, branded as infamous, and cut off from
the confidence and sympathy of the community, and that in some
cases, even the most wicked and apparently incorrigible criminals,

b when discharged, might be reclaimed.

We might extend this catalogue of evils and illustrate their
enormity by a variety of cases coming under our immediate

| observation, but the limits within which we feel it our duty to

bring this report, will only allow the mention of the most glaring,

: and those which have been made familiar to your honorable body
. in our previous reports, and to the public through the press.
- evils we have above enumerated are so confessedly notorious that

The

would be difficult to find any one who would venture to deny

heir existence. ’

During the thirteen years of our efforts in this interesting field
of labor, it is confidently believed that the association has accom-
plished more good and conferred more lasting benefits on society,
WITH A LESS AMOUNT OF PECUNIARY AID, than any other benevolent
institution, to whose funds the public had been called upon to
contribute. The statistics and information contained in our pre-

vious reports, will, we feel assured, abundantly sustain this
¢ declaration.

Our visits to all the different prisons in the State,

f from year to year, our correspondence with kindred associations
L in other States, and foreign governments in Burope and elsewhere,
band our exposures of abuses and recommendations of reforms,,
have been instrumental in leading your honorable body to make
f nany changes for the better in the discipline of its prisons. But

uch more remains to be done, and we entertain the hope that, by
atient and persistent efforts, we will be able to say on somo
uture occasion, that the reform which our charter contemplated,
0 this behalf, has been well nigh accomplished. We will then

Ivillingly confine our labors to “detained prisoners” and “ dis-
charged convicts,” who have already been the chief objects of
four solicitude, and the relief and reformation of whom afford such .

w important subject for philanthropic effort.
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The New York Prison Association presents the following sum-

mary of its Jabors during the years 1857--8:

Nt

carefully examined,

counselled and aided,
on our recommends-|

Number of persons vi-
sited in our city pri-
son,

Number of complaints

Complaints discontinu.|
ed and abandoned on|
our advice.

Number of persons dig-|
charged from custody|

Number of discharged)|
oconvicts assisted with|
money until provided
with work nnd home,|

Number of @ischaxged|
‘persons supplied with|
clothing more or less.|

Number of discharged|
persons provided with,
‘work, sent into coun-,

et
o

Your honorable body will scarcely need to have us here insti-
tute any comparison between the very small totals of contribu-
tions and the amount of work done, for this is the most promi-
nent feature displayed in the tables.

The managers themselves propose to defray all the expenses for
salaries of agents and employees, for office rent, fuel, lights, sta-
tionery, &c., and they appeal to the humane and benevolent solely
for such contributions as may be necessary to render more efficient
the work of reforming, restoring and elevating the condition of
detained prisoners and discharged convicts. .

“These appeals have not been adequately answered, there being
a reluctance to extend relief to this class of persons, when there
are so many unfortunate persons who are believed to be more
deserving, and in whose behalf urgent appeals are constantly being
made. Our means, for several years past, have been altogether
insufficient for the purposes last named, and in view of the facts

¢ miserable beings.

$57-5%
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" above stated, we feel:that we should not hesitate earnestly to
{ golicit an appropriation from the State treasury, for relief of these
As a matter of economy, the State would do
* well, we think, to aid any well directed efforts to reform the crim-
inal, and prevent his again becoming a charge upon the prison
fand. Thus far we have never received a dollar, except by vol-
untary contribution, and the falling off of the funds from this
source, is not to be attributed to any want of appreciation of the
usefulness of this association, but rather to the needs. of other
charities, whose claims are more strongly urged, and which are
believed, very properly, perhaps, to be more meritorious.
In this connection we call the attention o your honorable body
to the reports of a portion of the many‘zases which we have passed
upon, and relieved since our last report, and which we transcribe

13

| and submit herewith. The unfortunates and outcasts requiré

something more than “good advice,” and we beg that an appro-

¢ priation, be it much or little, may be made for their relief, .

- We should not fail to mention, before clésing this communica~
f tion, that our general agent, Mr. Abraham Beal, who has been so

f long connected with us in that relation, still contintes his self

{ s‘acriﬁcing and arduous labors. He is eminently, and in a very pecu-

liar degree, fitted for the performance of the work in which we
j are engaged. His experiences have been so varied and extensive,
£ and his integrity, efficiency and reliability so perfect, that what
¢ was once difficult of performance by this association, has been,

through him, rendered comparatively easy. ‘He has the unre-
j served confidence of the courts, district attorneys and magistrates,
J 20d to an extent which demonstrates his trustworthiness and influ-
| ence for good, more completely than anything we could say in
| commendation of his services. With any other than suck an agent
] fo carry out our plan of operations, we believe we could never
j have sustained our organization, upon the slender amounts which
ha.ve been contributed, nor could we without his aid, have accom:
f lished, under such circumstances, one-half the good which, for
j several years past, his diaries have exhibited.

We have had our attention called to a bill now pending before %

your honorable body, revising and amending the laws relating to
Fhe management and discipline of the State Prisons, which, by
mplication, we fear will destroy. some.of the most vital and salu-
tary provisions of our charter, and we beg leave most respectfully -
t submit to-your honorable budy that care should be taken to in-

rt a clause in that act, if it shall pass, exempting this associa- 3

<
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tion from the operation of the repealing clause therein contained.

Since our last report we have applied to a justice of the Su.
preme Court, in the city of New York, as we had theretofore been
accustomed to do, for an order permitting this association to visit
the several prisons in this State, as contemplated in the charter,
and such order was not granted, because such justice entertained
the opinion that he did not possess the power to grant it; and
this association has not felt that it would be proper to apply to
another judicial officer for such an order in the face of this de-
This is our explanation of the omission to include in this
report the customary statistics and information with respect to
such prisons; and we would most respectfully ask your honorable
body more explicitly to define in our charter 1:.he duties of the
judgesin this behalf, or to grant to this association the power .to
visit without an order from a judge. The removal of all restric-

tions could be very readily restored should this association abuse §

its powers of visitation, of which abuse there have, thus far,
never been any complaints, and it will studiously avoid any just
cause of complaint should this mark of confidence be extended to
it by your honorable body.
All which is respectfully submitted.
Dated New York, Jannary, 1859.
By order of the Executive Committee.
JAMES H. TITUS,
President of the Association.
JOHN H. GRISCOM,
Chairman of Execulive Committee.
James C. HoupeN, Recording Secretary.

TREASURER’S REPORT.

1857. Receipts.
To balance on hand January 1, 1859, ._
cash received, donations, as per list,

“cash received, subscriptions and contributions, during

-~ money returned by convicts to whom it had been
advanced, :

$7 50 |
595 30 |

1,118 50

1%57- 5%
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Ezxpenditures.
By rent of office, No 15 Centre St., in part,
expenses of office, fuel, postages, &c., &o.,
donations to discharged convicts in money,
salary of A. Beal, agent, balance of 1856,
$234.17, and on account for 185%,
$788.09, :

commission on collections, and salary of
assistant agent in 1857,

$150 00
97 00
230 16

972 26

— $1,649 88
Balance on hand Dec. 31, 1857,

1858. Receipts.
To balance on hand Jan. 1, 1858,
donations received in 1858, as per list,
subscriptions and contributions, received in 1858, .
money returned by conviets to whem it had been -
advanced,

853 00

Total receipts in 1858, $1,399 35
Ezpenditures. )
By balance of rent of office, No. 15 Centre
street, for 1857,
by amount of rent of offices No. 15 Centre
street, for 1858,
expenses of- office, fuel, postages, &c., &e.,
commission paid on collections, and salary
of sub-agent,
donations in money to discharged convicts,
Abram Beal, agent, balance of salary for

100 00
107 00

200 24
225 68

261 91
Abram Beal, agent, on account of salary
for 1858,

24
— 81,385 07

Balance in treasurer’s bhands Dec. 31,1858, ._.. $14 28

-HENRY A. OAKLEY, Treasurer.
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Orrice oF PrisoN AssoCIATION,
15 CentER sT., NEW YoRx, Jan. 7, 1859. ;
To the Commiltee on Detentions, Israrr RusseLy, Bsq., Chairman :

Dear Sir—In ¢ompliance with our uniform practice, the fol-
lowing brief report of our labors in this department during the
past two years, ending December the 31st, 1858, is fespectfully
submitted to you for presentation to the executive board.

Your agent has, agreeably to your instructions, and in conform-
ity with your charter and by-laws, visited, and as often as his
varied and constantly increasing engagements would permit, each
of the detention prisonsof this city, and those of Brooklyn.

. DerexTIONS.

This department includes all those who are arres{_‘,ed and detained
for trial, or as witnesses in the prisons of New York and Brook-
lyn cities, to wit :

First district, city prison, (Tombs).

Second district, Jefferson Market prison.

Third district, Essex Market prison.

Fourth district, Yorkville prison.

Eldridge street, (or county jail).

Kings county, or Brooklyn jail,

The magnitude of this work can be best conceived, from a sir-

gle statement of the number of those who have been there, charged |
with crime, and a very large proportion of whom we have visited. §

During the past two years, there were:
In 1857.

4,258
27,845

Committed to Kings county jail,
do to city prisons, New York

Totals, -« oo o s 32,103

Hence it will be seen at one glance, either that crime has fe
fully inereased within the above named period, or that more effi

cient means have been adopted for its detection and punishment.
The following figures show most conclusively, that deleterious §

or ‘poisoned dmgs called distilled and fermented liquors, (sold in
those two cities, in violation of all law, by upwards of ten thou
sand unlicensed retail dealers, and by less than two hundred per-
sons who had obtained licenses,) were the sole and direct cause
of 11ths of all those commitments.

To 1858, ¢
6,300 §
35,172 §

41,472

$57-5%
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: In 1857,

e 4,028
.-..v2381’7

27,845

Ta 1858,
4,972
30,200

35,172

0f temperate habits, ._.._.__________
Of intemperate habits, _

If “figures do not lie;” if “facts are stubborn things;” if bad
liquor is the prolific source of pauperism, crime, ruin and death,
then ougbt not our excise laws to be enforced? If our deten-
tion prisons, all our penitentiaries, and our state prisons, are at

f this moment, inconveniently crowded, and much more crowded
. than ever from the use of those poisons, would it not be more rea-

sonable and economical, and the most effectual preventive of crime;
to forbid entirely their sale at groceries, and everywhere, to young

| persons?

On this all important subject of fhe cause of crime, your agentf
would beg leave to say, that after-many years of extensive obser-f ;
vation with prisoners, and of prison life, and of. the multiplied
paths which lead to disgrace and punishment, he knews of n
habits, vices or indulgences, so detrimental to the body, mind and
soul, and producing so large an amount of physical, mental and
moral ruin, fo the masses, as the use of alcholic drinks.

Here a train of thought is suggested to which we cannot give
utterance. Oh! what misery we have witnessed from this cause
alone. Oh! that the Executive and Legislature of our State, and
the municipal governments of our large cities would but let the
axe strike at the root of thisenormous evil, that the laws already in
existence were scrupulously and efficiently enforced, and that those
drinking places and their abominations could be swept away by
one mighty stroke. Oh! that the great God of Heaven would
show His mercy to the mass, by pointing out to those in autho-
rity what their duty is in this matter ; then what a moral revolu-
tion would be effected, and in how short a time.

There are other sources of vice and crime, but most of these
have arisen, and are sustained, by strong drink and its dupes,
viz: gambling, dance houses, low theatres, balls, wakes, brothels,
late hours, extravagance, poverty, ignorance, want of employment,
and lack of home comforts and attractions ; butaboveall, the want
of light, and knowledge, and moral instruction, and traﬁning, also,
contribute, in a great measure, to swell the volume of crime.

The following figures, abstracted from the summary of the gen-
eral operations of the association, show what has been accom-

plished in this department within the past two years:
[Assembly, No. 185.] 2
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1857—1858.

ged|
gh our|

cumstanees of extenua-|
ation were apparent.

No. of complaints aban-|
terest, and a desire to|

ald.
on_our recommendation

us being inexperlenced in

inourdetention prisons,
‘hopeful,and in which cir-|
doned on our advice, 84
frivolous and the rosult of
prejudice & bad passions.
from custody throu
which we feel some in-|
doned on our advice.
crime, penitent, &o.

recommendation,

No. of persons visited in|
ons on detention.

No. of cases selected ag|
No visited in our city pris-
No. of cnses selected in|
No. of persons discharged

No. of complaints aben-

No. of persons dischary

December, .

487 | 5,175 {1,322

A large proportion of the cases referred to in the third and
fourth columns, consisted of arrests caused by family disturban.
ces, by the ill-usage of wives by their husbands, and the abandon-
ment of children by their parents, who, thus thrown upon the
world, have committed petty crimes. In such cases, the associa-
tion has been instrumental in reconciling the parties to each other;
a better way of life has been shown them ; many happy results
have followed, and peace and happiness, in many a broken family
circle, have been restored. Hence the city and State have saved
large sums which would have been expended on these very per-
sons as criminals or paupers.

Special attention has been given to young persons whom we
have found in prison. Some have transgressed by accident;
others have been driven to it by want, consequent on being or-
phans, or by reason of their not being cared for, or without homes
or friends, or where the parents are grossly immoral. In such
cases we have placed them in better circumstances, away from
trials and temptation, and always where their future interests
will be secured. Others we have been enabled by the favorable
disposition of the courts, to restore to their friends, on the promise
of a more watchful care over them.

Many of this class call upon us with their parents and friends,
expressing their thanks for what was done for them, and promising
to walk circumspectly for the future.

In all our visits we carefully look after the innocent (and such

f comes necessary to place three persons in one small cell.
§ practice, although unavoidable, (from the limited dimensions of

| principled men who disgrace the honorable profession of the law.

{35757
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j are to be found) who are charged with crime, the inexperienced

in prison life, the pénitent, and especially those who manifest a
desire to make restitution, or for the first offense, where there is

| 10 aggravation, and especially where circumstances of extenuation
| are apparent.
to the proper authorities, and the accused and the ends of justice
i are more or less advantaged. And in no solitary case have we
f lent ourselves directly or indirectly to assist an old offender or
| professional thief, that he might escape the punishment due tohis

g transgressions.
| our aid in securing to them their deserts. With all such wehave
| no complicity whatever.

In all such cases the facts are honestly submitted

On the contrary, we have invariably contributed

A word in relation to our detention prisons.
THE CITY PRISON {OR TOMBS).
A e — - . - C
Nearly all the persons commitied for trial in the city of New
York are collected here.
That the prison is too small is very evident, as it -often be-
This

the building), is productive of serious mischief. It is bad enough

$ o keep persons confined for weeks or months in a state of idle-
j ness, but it becomes really serious to place tvo, three or four to-
| gether, as evil communications have always proved permanently
f hurtful.

The warden still peremptorily forbids the admisaion of lawyers
into the inner prison in their professional capacity; and, although
soie improvement has been made in carrying out this rule, many
flagrant impositions have been practiced, and by a class of un-

It is indeed to be deplored that there are creatures who engag
to defend men on their trial, who extort from them every doll
which they or their families can collect or scrape together, and
then abandon them to their fate. Such characters ought them-
selves be sent to prison, and kept at hard labor, instead of those
who are 8o frequently the dupes and sufferers by their evil prac-
tices, and who would in many cases be acquitted were it not for
the bad advice of these unscrupulous leeches.
JEE?EEEM_&‘RKET PRISON.

This jprison has been enlarged, and greater accommodations se-
cured. Although much improved, it is very questionable even
10w whether it would not have been more practicable to have

)
=
e

’ghw
&

%,.,
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removed the old building and erected an eutirely new one, having
a greater regard to more space and better light and ventilation,
ESSEX MARKET PRISON.

This is a new building on the old site. It is commodious,light
and replete with conveniences. The police court, offices and keep-
er’s dwelling house are altogether unobjectionable, and nicely
adapted to this densely populated locality.

YORKYALLE . ZRISON. )

Here all is neat and clean, and though small, its capacity is
pretty well proportioned to its business.

These four prisons are under the supervision of the alms house
governor, and are under the.immediate superiniendence of the
warden of the Tombs, Mr. Sutton.

N ELDRIDGE STREET OR COEgTY JAIL.

The average number of its inmates is about forty, such as al-
loged. fraudulent debtors, U. S. prisoners, witnesses, &c. The
supervisors have had in contemplation the building of a mew
prison,
it has long been condemned by an intelligent community.,

KINGS COUNTmOOKLYN) JAIL.

" In days gone by we have often had to complam that -persons
accused of crime were kept awaiting trial for two, three, and
sometimes four months, in this prison, and that individuals and B
families have been seriously injured by these delays in the admin-

istration of justice. We are glad to report that there is a better
state of things here now. The demands of equity and right are

conceded, and the guilt or innoeence of its inmates are more
Itis much to be regretted that this prison, &
like the Tombs of New York, is not farnished with sufficient cells.

promptly ascertained.

It is by far too small, and the keepers have no alternative but to
place (and that very often) three and sometimes four in a cell.
The health of the inmates of our city prisons, taken asa whole,
is generally good.
regarded.
improvement. Whilst one physician is appointed to look to the
health of the bodies of the prisoners in the Tombs, and one also

for the Brooklyn jail, there is no moral teacher or minister ap- §

pointed or engaged to regard their spiritual condition. = It would
be well, we think, to have a chaplain appointed for each of these
prisons, but more especially for the prison called the Tombs.

They doubtless feel that it is unfit for a county jail, and } ,

Their classification, however, is not carefully |
But little or no concern is manifested for their moral 3

1957- 53
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What has been said‘before in our annual reports in relation ‘to our
«ity or detention prisons, may with propriety be reiterated again
and again, that but few, very few, means are employed for the
moral elevation of their inmates—but few things exist in any one
of these prisons-calculated to lessen crime or promote reformation.

Your agent is not without hope that -a better day will dawn,
when those having charge of our prisons will insist on having a
separate cell for every prisoner, that cell to be provided withsoap,
towel and wash bowl, and every facility for cleanliness, the same
to be furnished with a bible and other good and useful books, and,
when moral teachers shall be engaged, to improve ‘the better na-
tures of those confined within its walls. With such valuable
auxiliaries, the virtuous and intelligent in the community might
reasonably anticipate a permanent diminution of vice and crime.
May that time be hastened! '

‘We append hereto a number of cases selected from the diary of
your agent, merely to show the character of our work and the
objects of our anxious solicitude, with the results. ’

EXTRACTS ‘FROM DIARY OF DETENTION CASES.

No.1. A German woman was indicted for grand larceny, for
stealing a bank book, valued by complainant ai $40. When
brought into court, the association, by its agent, informed the
judge that he had made diligent enquiries of her past. history and
antecedents. These are the facts:

About seven months since, she arrived in New York, from:Ham-
burg, having $600 in her possession; she expected to find a-por-
tion of her family here, but they had gone west, she knew not
where.

At the boarding house 'where she stayed, a young man :also
lived, who formerly resided in a neighboring town, in Germany,
near to that she had so: recently left. An intimacy grew up
between them, and they married; he proposed they should:start
west, find their friends, and then with her $600, and the money he
expected to receive from his parents, they should buy a farm, live
happy, -and become rich. To this she heartily assented, handing
him over all her money. Within a few hours, this unprincipled
scoundrel disappeared, and left for parts unknown. She was left
with her few clothes only, without the means to pay even one
day’s board. A situation was suggested by the woman with whom
she had stayed since ber ‘arrival; she accepted it, but:found itto °
be a house of bad -repute. ‘She detérmined -instantly :to:leave,
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and return to her fatherland. She saw this bank book, and was
tempted to take.it, concluding could she draw out the $40, it
would defray her expenses home. The theft was discovered, and
the plans she had laid were frustrated, and she expressed great
contrition., On recommendation of the agent, a plea of petit lar-
ceny was accepted by the district attorney, when the judgment
was suspended, and she was discharged. A situation was subse-
quently obtained for her.

No. 2. Was remanded last court day by the recorder, that the
association might enquire into his past character. To-day we
reported favorably—that he bad never been in prison before ; he
solemnly promised never to do wrong again. Having a large
family, the Association recommended bis discharge. Judgment
was suspended.

No. 3. Was committed for assault and battery, on complaint of
his wife; the judge sentenced him four months to the penitentiary.

The Association begged the court not to send him to the Island,
as in that case the poor woman and her three helpless children
must starve, or go into the workhouse; he was remanded. The
defendant signed the pledge ; he promised to drink mo more rum,
and to treat his wife well in the future. These facts were sub-
mitted to the court, when judgment was suspended, and he was
discharged.

No. 4. Was convicted of petit larceny, and sentenced by the city
judge for three months to the penitentiary. The complainant,
believing this to have been his first offense, conferred with the
Association, expressing a desire that mercy should be shown bim,
and, especially, as the prisoner had acted with great candor, and
had exhibited symptoms of deep sorrow. This statement was
made to the court, when he was again brought out, admonished
and discharged.

He called at the office of the Association, offering them his thanks
for saving him from a winter's quarters in the penitentiary.

No. 5. Was indicted for forgery in the second degree, that he
had attempted to pass a $5 counterfeit bill, knowing it to be such.

There were many extraordinary circumstances surrounding this
case. When arrested, $76 in good money was taken from him by
the officer. A counsel was employed ; his fee was to be $50. The
district attorney was seen by the agent of the Association in this
case, and all the circumstances submitted to him. When arraigned,
he plead guilty to forgery in the 4th degree. The court regarded
the case as one eminently entitled to favorable consideration.

\$ 5 rg EX:
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Judgment, was suspended, and he was discharged: An applica-
tion was then made to the counsel for the return of the $26, over
and above the $50, the fee agreed upon, but this was refused.
The Association applied for the balance, but the counsel contended
he ought not-to be called upon to return:it; he was at length
induced to return a sum sufficient to defray the traveling expen-
ses of this young man and his sister back to their home in the
country.

They subsequently called to thank the Association for the inter-
est shown by itin his behalf whilst in prison, and since his release
therefrom.

No. 6. An honest lookmg youth was convicted of grand larceny;
his heart appeared to be well nigh broken. The Association beg-
ged the court to suspend the judgment, believing, if discharged,
under the influence of his present feeling, he wounld involuntarily
shudder, and refuse to do another bad act. He was then discharged.

No. 7. A poor, wretched woman was seen by the agent of the
Association, weeping in the Tombs; from whom he ascertained, that
her husband had been confined the last nine days for disorderly
conduct, and in default of $300 bail. That she has five children
now in want; the offense was trifling, as shown by the papers;
the police magistrate was seen, and the man’s discharge obtained.

No. 8. Was charged with an attempt at petit larceny. A purse
containing $4 had been given to an infant child to play with, and
to quiet it. This youth saw it laying on the floor of the room,
and being very hungry, picked it up and put it into his pocket.
At the time he was seen in a stooping position, and suspected of
having the missing purse; he denied it; it was found upon him.

The Association ascertained that he came to this country on board
a ship, five weeks since; he had worked his passage out. The
Association begged the court,under all the circumstances, to give
him another trial or chance of doing better; the courtacquiesced-
We provided him a good supply of clothes, and then introduced

him to those who found him a place on board a ship. This inter-

esting boy appeared to feel very grateful for what bad been done
for him.

No. 9. A poor woman comes to our office, praying the Associa-
tion to get her husband discharged from prison, on charge of breach
of the peace. She has four children in want; after ascertaining
this to- be the truth, his discharge was obtained.

No. 10 was convicted of petit larceny. He had been in this
country but two wecks. When arrested he had the article in-his
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]&oséession: ~ He frankly acknowledged his guilt, but said, “T was
Very hungry at the time; T asked several to help me, but all re.
fused. I could find nothing to do.” The court sentenced him to
@he penitentiary for three months.

The Association intimated that it would net lessen the diffi-
‘culty; he would be in a much worse position then than now. If
‘the court would be pleased to suspend the judgment, a place of
work counld be found him. He promised to avoid a repetition of
‘such an act. He was discharged.

‘We supplied him with a few necessary garments, and obtained
a place of work for him immediately. He has since done well.

No. 11 was convicted of stealing @ pieece of ham. The Asso-
‘ciation had visited her in prison, and subsequently ascertained
Yier story to be truthful—that at the time of this petit theft her-
self and two children were in great want. The trath was told
the court, and her discharge recommended. She left the court
‘room with her children, very grateful for the merey shown to her,
4and with ‘a determined purpose to suffer rather than be found in
“such a place again. Her pressing wants were for several weeks
'supplied by the Association.

No. 12 was charged with stealing artieles valued at $6 from her
émployer. She denied the charge. The only evidence against
"her was that a few buttons were found on the floor near where
the missing things had been kept. She was remanded. To-day
the Association assured the court that her character previous to

~this allegation was above reproach. Her discharge was recom-
“mended 4nd obtained.

No. 13 was convicted of an assault and battery, on eomplaint
"of his wife, and sentenced by the court to the penitentiary for
“four months. At request of the Association he was remanded until
“next court day, and the sentence withheld.

To-day we showed, by two reliable men, for whom defendant had
~worked the last twenty-five years, that he is a sober, honest, in-
“dustrious man, always providing a good home for his family. One
“of the witnesses testified that his children were pretty well grown
up; one of them, the younger, aged sixteen, is a self-willed, obsti-
“nate girl ; that she kept late hours, and "entertained her young
friends at their house as late as two, three, and often to'four
o’clock. The mother is indulgent, whilst the father apprebends
some evil will result from such indulgences; hence he determines
"to preventit. These a,nd other causes ba.ve created this difficulty.

1357
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He was shown tobe a"good'citizen
his discharge. The court acquiesced.

No. 14. The District Attorney of the U. 8. Court’ was seen in
behalf of two seamen detained as witnesses for the prosecution,
and against the mate of ship, who stands charged with murder.

These two men have been in the Tombs nearly seven months.
Ore of these is a married man, who states he has not been able
to send his family any money since he was locked up.

The Marshal and District Attorney will do all they can to
facilitate the trial.

No. 15. Aged 12 years, was discharged from custody on charge
of stealing a veil.

Her fears were so powerfully wrought wpon, it was deemed
prudent to have her discharged. The probabilities are, she will
never forget this circumstance.

No. 16. Was brought before the Recorder on charge of assault
and battery, on complaint of his wife.

The Association saw him in prison, and found him under the
influence of shame, regret, and a solemn purpose to avoid the
causes which led to this gross and inexcusable offence.

Judgment was suspended and he was discharged.

No. 17. Was convicted on his own confession of petit ‘larceny
from one of his former employers.

The complainant believed he was in want, the result of being
out of work.

On recommendation of Agent, judgment was suspended and he
was discharged,

No. 18. Was charged with a petit larceny. He stoutly denied
Lis guilt, although the evidence seemed clear against him.” He
assured the court the witnesses were influenced by prejudice
against him, and without any cause. The Association begged
that he might be remanded, as he represented that witnesses
could be found who could prove him entirely innocent of the
charge. These persons were subpeenaed, and to-day appeared in
court and testified the defendant slept at their house, and’con-
sequently ‘it was impossible for hlm to have committed the
larceny.

The Recorder beliéved their statement, and that the witnesses
for the prosecution had been mistaken in his identity. He was
immediately discharged.

No. 19. A very honest looking German boy, aged ‘15, was
arraigned before the 'Coturt ‘of “Special Seéssions, on ‘chafge ‘of

The Assocw.tlon then begged
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“stealing $3. He confessed his fault. The Association ascer.
tained through an interpreter that this boy had been in this
countfy but a few weeks; the friend who brought him had left
for the far west, leaving him behind, not having the means to
defray his traveling expenses. He was in great want when he
was tempted to steal this money. He was painfully exercised
about it, and solemnly promised never to take what did not
belong to him again. The Association expressed their willingness
to take him and provide him a situation away in the country,
should the court mercifully suspend the judgment and discharge
‘him. He was instantly discharged.

On the following Tuesday we sent him to a worthy man, a
farmer, where he is now doing well.

No. 20. Was in prison, awaiting trial on his wife’s complaint.
She regretted the step she had been advised -to take in having
him locked up, because of the suffering herself and children now
-experienced. The Association were instrumental in bringing
about a reconciliation between them, and a solemn promise that
both should pull one way, the right way, and both together.

The Recorder, on recommendation of the Agent, discharged

him. They both expressed their sincere thanks,
No. 21. Was arrested nine months since on charge of burglary.
Two months subsequent to his arrest, symptoms of insanity were

exhibited by him. The Association applied to the Resident
Physician and one of his assistants to examine him. They pro-
nounced him temporarily insane from the use of strong drinks.
He was then sent to the Insane asylum on the Island.

-After being there seven months, we ascertained he is now in &
much better state.
tion to the District Attorney was made that he be brought back
to the City prison and disposed of. The complainant was seen;

he had no desire to prosecute, as the offense was committed dur- §
ing the day, in their presence, and when under some hallucination §

produced by strong drink.

All these particulars were submitted to the proper authorities
by the Association, when the prisoner was discharged.

No. 22. Was charged with assault and battery on his wife.
The court was about to commit him, when the Association ex

* pressed their belief that the wife, from her appearance, was more in

fault than he. The case was remanded that inguiry might be made.

On the following court day witnesses appeared and conclusively
showed such 1o be the fact, when he was discharged.

A certificate was obtained, when an applica- §
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No. 23. Remanded ‘from last court day on charge of stealing
$2 from his employer. The case was satisfactorily proven, but it
was also shown he had been paid by his “boss” but two or three
shillings per day for his labor; hence he was tempted or driven
to keep back the $2 in question. The Association admonished
him never to be guilty of such an act again; provided him with
a clean shirt, coat, vest and shoes; and, when made decent, the
court discharged him. We soon procured him a place of work.

No. 24. Had been convicted of assault and battery, and sen-
tenced to the penitentiary for six months.

An application was immediately made to the Judge to let the
case stand over until next court day. The request was reluc-
tently complied with. To-day-the Association showed, by satis-
factory testimony, that this defendant was worthy of his liberty.

He was immediately discharged.

No. 25. Indicted for forgery; that he had obtained the sum of
§17.50 by feloniously personating a shipmate to whom that sum
was due as prize money. . ’

This unfortunate creature had been in prison nearly four
months, suffering sadly from chronic rheumatism, whilst his wife
and two infant children were literally starving. The complairant
felt more anxious to alleviate their distress than to have him
punished, saying, “He did not do it; Rum did it.” '

The District Attorney humanely accepted a plea of forgery in
the fourth degree, and then asked the court to suspend the judg-
ment.

They called at our office the day following his discharge,
expressing their unfeigned thanks for the interest the Association
bad shown in their behalf. They both signed a pledge to aban-
don the use of strong drinks.

No. 26. Had been confined in the Tombs over a month, on
charge of grand larceny. The Association visited him and felt
interested in his behalf. His story appeared truthful. He was
believed to be an honest man, and consequently innocent of this
charge. The complainant was seen and spoken to; the more
?hOrough our inquiries, the more satisfied were we of his entire
Innocence.

The District Attorney was conferred with; he sent the case to
the special sessions.

When the complainant was asked to take the stand, but two or
three questions were put. - Neither he or the witnesses could say
one word to convict prisoner of the alleged larceny, when he-iwas
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‘instantly -acquitted. He called again -and again to thank the
:Asgocistion. . :

No. 27, a smart intelligent little fellow, aged sixteen, was
charged with stealing a small ‘amount of money from his em.
:ployer. Under our advice he plead guilty, when he was remanded,

‘that inquiry might be made iuto his character and habits.
To-day his mother appeared in court, telling the recorder that
.his father is very intemperate, and habitually regardless of his |
family, and that under the circumstances the boy was not disci- |
The Association suggested the propriety of :
The court cheerfully ac-1

plined or cared for.
sgending him to the Juvenile Asylum,
‘guiesced.

No. 28 had been committed of assault and battery on an officer.

- The affair was one of a very diminutive character. The recorder
intimated that he would send -him to the city prison for fifteen
"days. The Association ascertained that he had a sickly wife and
a family of small children, and if locked uphe would lose his work.
These facts were submitted, and before the adjournment of the
-court his honor complied with the earnest request of the Associa-
‘tion, and then suspended the judgment and discharged him.

No. 29 was convicted of petit larceny, stealing two pieces of ;

s.cloth valued at twelve shillings, intended for boys’ vests. He was

remanded, that the Association might ascertain something concern- 4
ing him. 'We found that he hasa wife and two children; the cause §
- of his present disgrace is the use of liquor; he had delirium on ]

him when the petty theft was committed ; it was his first offense |
. that was proven.
: They heartily thanked the Association. :
-+ No. 30 had been an inmate of Eldridge street jail for -the last§
eleven weeks. He was arrested in a civil suit for damages, and §
::in default of bail was locked up. He represented that whilst he
‘was in constant employ, his wife, a professed cook, was also saving §
money. - By their united efforts they managed to save one hundred
and seventy dollars. With this sum he was advised to take Iy
lager beer saloon. He was introduced by a friend to an agent of §
.- distillery, who-offered to supply him with liquors .on a very re-
duced scale of prices. He was induced to give him-an order
The goods were to be stored on the premises of the agent wuntil
he was ready to convey them to his own premises. e was taken
sick, and for full seven -weeks did nothing. -His wife was also
prevented from attending to her business. This eircumstance
-withthe idea that the excise laws would be “so -altered -that it

Judgment was suspended and he was discharged. §
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would be difficult for him to secure a license; induced him toalier-
his mind and abandon his intention of taking a saloon. Theagent
applied to him for the payment of the liquors. He had received
no portion of them, hence he refused to pay. He was then sued
for damages, and arrested. He procured bail, after being in jail
twenty-six days; subsequently the plaintiff excited the fears of
his bail, when he was surrendered, and has been again in prison
the last twelve weeks. -

The distiller and agent were seen by the Association. - After
being referred to their counsel, and much precious time devoted
{0 the case, he consented to discharge him. We then waited on
the sheriff, who kindly consented to waive his fees, when this poor
man was then discharged. He has frequently called to thank the
Association for procuring his release. . :

No. 31, an inmate of Eldridge sireet jail, begs the Association
to aid and help him. He represents that he had been charged

b with an assault and battery. On the examination before a police

justice, the complaint was dismissed, His persecutors then com-
menced a civil suit against him, when he was arrested and thrown

| into this prison in default of bail. He has no money, or friends
1 who can assist him., We lost no time in finding the plaintiffs in

the action. Much time was sacrificed in our attempts to convinee
them and their counsel that the defendant was unable to pay the
costs. 'We did, however, succeed in procuring his discharge, for
which he appeared thankful to the Association. This unfortunate
man had been in the custody of the sheriff, on this contemptible
charge, not less than 124 days.

No. 32 was charged with forging an order for $28. He appeared
to be very painfully exercised in mind thathe should have yielded
io a temptation of this grave character. The Association dili-
gently inguired into his past history. When very young he bad
been adopted by a kind-hearted christian man of this city, and
who had acted the part of an affectionate parent towards him,
Ho was well educated, clothed, fed and a useful trade taught him,
He gave his friends much trouble by his restless, unstable dispo-
sition; but this was the first dishonest act of his life since his
adoption.

This statement was submitted to the district attorney, who con-
sented to a ples of forgery in the fourth degree. The court sus-
pended the judgment, and he was discharged. :The family who
had done so much for him sent him a supply of good clothes and
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a sufficient sum to defray his expenses to the far west, where we
confidently hope he is now doing well.

No. 33 was convicted of stealing a one dollar ‘bill, the property
of his employer. This young man appeared to feel most keenly
the degradation of his present position.

The Association had inquired into all the facts of this case. Up
to this arrest he had sustained a very good character. On this
representation judgment was suspended, for which he seemed
overjoyed.

No. 34 calls, accompanied by his wife, to say, since they ceased
to drink they have ceased to fight. They are now cheerful and
happy. They thanked the Association most heartily.

No. 35 asks the Association to assist her in getting from the
police officer several articles which were taken from her by him
when she was arrested. We ascertained the officer’s whereabouts,
and saw that her little property was restored.

No. 36. A mother calls and prays the Association to restore to
her her son, now in prison charged with petit larceny. She says
with such a soul as his he never could be mean enough to steal.

Careful inquiries were made, and the result influenced the Asso-
ciation in recommending his discharge. When brought before
the court, judgment was suspended.

No. 37. The friends of this young man called on the Association
to enlist its influence in his behalf. He is now in prison, charged
with embezzlement. They cannot think him guilty of even a
fraudulent intent to injure any ope. They are willing to testify his
past life has no blot. Such was found to be the case. When
brought up for trial, judgment was suspended at request of com-
plainant.

No. 38. The Danish consul calls to ask the aid of the Associa-
tion, in behalf of a man now confined in Eldridge street jail,ona
charge of smuggling 200 cigars from on board a ship from Ham-
burgh. The marshal, the district attorney, and the collector of
the port, were seen by the agent of the Asseciation, who called
their attention to this case as one of a very insignificant charac-
ter. The prisoner’s character was very good, and he was not to
blame, having no idea the few cigars were in the bag with the
clothing sent to his wife to wash. His imprisonment had dis-
tracted his family sadly; they are now wanting the necessaries of
Jife. The collector immediately ordered his discharge, for which
they all appeared thankful.

No. 39. Was charged with embezzlement. The case was sent

[ attorney that enquiry be made into his character.
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to the court of special sessions, with a request of the district
Said note was
placed in the bhands of the Association. We ascertained the
defendant had been in the employment of complainant over two
years, and had conducted himself with great propriety; the
employer retired from his business leaving several bills for collec-
tion in his hands: several times he had called for the sums
collected, but he happened to be from home, at length he suspected
his money had been used or spent, he caused his arrest, having
ascertained that he had received on his account $18, and failed to
pay the same over; defendant admitted he had that sum and $50
over, which he was ready to pay, and should have paid had he
soen him. When brought up this was proven, and he was instantly
acquitted. .

No. 40. These two men were convicted of assault and battery
and sentenced to the penitentiary for three months each. The
disproportion of the punishment to the alleged trifting offense
committed, induced the Association to ask the court to withdraw
the sentence until next court, when a fuller and fairer statement
of all the facts would be submitted. Such was the case; instead
of sending these men to the penitentiary as at first proposed, a
fine of $5 each was inflicted; this latter decision was much more
equitable and fair.

No. 41. Remanded by last court on charge of stealing a ham,
that enquiries should be made of her habits and character. = These

| were found to be very good; there seemed to be some mistake—

her life had been without a stain. On our recommendation she
was discharged.

No. 42, Was remanded also, last court day, on a charge of
petit larceny. When brought up this a. m. her eyes were much
swollen, her entire system was sadly distressed ; the complaint was
very frivolous and ought never to have been sent to this court.
This young woman refused to remain in her situation, although
offered an advance of wages. When they found she was deter-
mined to leave, this petty charge was trumped up against her,’
and on which she was arrested ; her character had been uniformly
good, very good, previous to this complaint. Judgment was sus-
pended and .she was discharged. The Association immediately
applied to the family for her wages; the same were promptly paid;
the girl seemed to be very thankful.

No. 43. Was confined in the city prison, charged with commit-
ting a grand larceny, stealing a gold watch. The story of this
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man was so simple, and apparently truthfal, that we believed him
innocént of the alleged theft. The papers were carefully ex.
émined which showed that complainant had lost hilsiwatch, but as
against the defendant, it was a case of ‘mere suspicion, on a very
ﬂimsy tepure. From subsequent enguiries we found the watcb had
been taken away by a woman with whom its owner had cohabited;
she had, since the arrest of this poor fellow, restored the property.
The attention of the district attorney was speedily called 1':0 this
fact; the papers were sent before the grand jury; no bill was
found ; hence the prisoner was discharged. . .

" No. 44. Charged with grand larceny; had been in prison five
months without trial, the witnesses could not be found to appear
igainst. him. His health was fast failing hi'm. . The Assocx'atlon
prayed the court to discharge him. The dl'Stl‘lf.)t attorney inter-
posed no objection. He seemed to dance with joy.

No. 45. Was charged with grand larceny. When bmu.gh(:.up
before the court of general sessions she was in great trepidation,
fearful of being sent to the State prison. She was remanded, that
the Association might enquire into all the circum‘stance& as well
as to report what had been her previous. character. The pro-
perty, we ascertained, had been restored; it was her first otfens.e.
The district attorney consented to accept the plea of petit
1érceny. The complainant accompanied the agent to the bafr and
begged the mercy of the court. Sentence, three months in the
i),enitentiary.

No. 46. Was arraigned on a charge of grand larceny, in court '

of general sessions. The association being familiar with all the
facts in this case, asked the district attorney to accept a plea of
‘petit larceny, the clothes taken and pledged being worth less thla]ﬂ
495. The plea was accepted. When brought up for sentence, the
_égenc prayed the court to be lenient towards him; he had beel.l a
long time without employment, under a severe pressure; wa.ntu.lg1
hlon,ey very bad he yielded to the temptation of taking §EVE1~aL
shirts, which he pledged for a few dollars. It was his ﬁlls
-offense; he had exhibited deep repentance, and most re.zsolu’cehy
had he purposed never to be guilty of such an.act again. T g
complainant had no desire to press the complaint against h}m-
The recorder was actuated by motives of an enlightened humamty(i
Jﬁdgment was suspended and he was discharged. He expl’fasii‘!er‘
fhen; and as often since, his unfeigned thankfulness for the intel

_position which saved him from punishment. ) a6

No 47. Was convicted of assault and battery and sentence
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the city prisen for one month. = Her sister was seen in court by
the agent of the Association, in great mental distress. Before
the adjournment 2 fellow help of this poor girl came in to testify
in her favor. She Was'again brought into the court room. Such
was the conflicting evidence given, the Association asked the court
to give the doubt to the benefit of the prisoner. She was then dis-
charged and her wages obtained for her.

No. 48. Was visited 'in the tombs; he appeared to feel deeply
sensible of the degraded condition in which he was found ; charged
with grand larceny. He had spent the evening with a relative,
and when about te leave, had stolen his friend’s gold watch. He
frankly, and with bitter tears, acknowledged his guilt, that he
bad, in a moment of unexpected ‘temptation, wickedly yielded to
do wrong, and that he could never forgive himself for the disgrace
he had brought on his own character, and the mental anguish pro-
duced in the minds of his family, and the heart of his mother.

Appropriate means were taken, and this penitent young man
was saved from the disgrace and ruin of a protracted imprison-
ment. He left the prison, evidently moved with a sense of his
own folly and unworthiness, and solemnly resolved, in the future,
to aveid “the very appearance of evil.” He expressed his best
thanks to the Association, for the timely help that had been ren-
dered him. ’

The following letter was sent us by his tothet ;

(Copy.)
To the agent of the Prison Association: [

Dear Sir: Permit me to express my grateful thanks-for your
kind services rendered, in rescuing my son from a living tomb;
and myself from days and nights of distressing sorrow.

I give hearty thanks to the giver of every good and perfect gift;
that our feeble prayers were heard and answered, and that means
were at hand, and those successful. My hearty desire is, that
you may be cheered in all your labors.

My son joins me in these humble thanks, with an earnest desire
to profit by the past, and live more careful in the future.

Thankfully yours, .

No. 49. Called at the office of the Association to confer with

fits agent ; he had been addicted to dishonest practices the last

five years, but from several causes, such as his own physical
sufferings, his apprehension of being severely punished in' the
| Assembly, No. 185.] 3
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fature if not in the present life, his wife’s constant wretche_dness
and mental disquietude, the upbraidings of a guilty conscience,
the result of an early religious training by his poor but pious
mother, all combined to make his existence too int(?lerable to be
borne ; he had now made up his mind to menﬁ his ways. He
asks advice. We sat down with him, counting th.e cost o.f the
path now to be pursued. He deliberately resolvefl, if he perx-shed,
he would become an honest man. The associatlon_ took him by
the hand, he was supplied with sufficient means, just h_) enable
him to get the necessaries of life, until vyork was provided for
him; he went at it in earnest; his sincerity was put to the tes~t,
and he showed conclusively, that he meant to .reform. ) He did
reform’; the noon meetings for prayer and praise in our eity, were
of great moral advantage to him ; he derive.d great, .streng'th from
them; such a change has been wrought in his experience, that we
now have confidence in him, that he will characterize the honest
man. o .
We copy a letter addressed to the Association by him somo
" twelve weeks subsequent to the newly acquired happy experience.
> (Copy-)
New Yorg Crry.
Sir: T want to write to you, but know not how. Permit me
to say that I have been in this city the last five yoars; my busi-
ness was that of a professional pickpocket. ALl th}s {ime I was 3
stranger to happiness, although never once convicted of crlmex.
I had a dread of being arrested and pums.hed; h.OW 1 eseaped
cannot tell ; perhaps becanse of my honest little wife, who 'ana.ys
entreated me to steal no more. She prayed for me; I think her
sighs and tearsto the Lord, led me first to call on you atyour ofﬁce£
/ now about four months ago. Since then 1 have be.en an hox]xf;%d
 man. Many a time we wanted bread ; my poor wife and chi 0
: ¢ could not sleep for hunger. My old companions have then ur%e
" me to join them again, but I did not yield, and starvation stgl;]n%
me in the face; no food, no coal ; none but my Maker knows W &z
we have suffered ; but amidst all, you kept me up; ha.d I not ;Ileu
{ with you, we must have perished, or I continued a thief. 18 Zd
never forget your kindness, your adviee, and your prsTyeTS, t;v )
the fifty eents given to me by Mr. C.,on that very cold‘mghtik !
* . yrere, with our few bits of furniture, just out on the sidewal t;)len
repeat it, these things made me resolve to rfeforxj.l; I havels o
nothing these last four months to help me in this way. 1,%1951
church, and the more I go the more I want to go, and whi
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Q> i
am very-sorry and ashamed of my past life, I hope God will for-
give me, and keep me, and show me how I can keep right and
serve Him.

T am more happy now than I ever was before. I went to church
last Sunday week ; the minister seemed to know all about me ; he
almost pointed at me; I had to shift my seat; I thought it very
strange. I don’t understand what religion is, but such people
appear to be the most happy, and I want the happy to pray
for me.

I have lived, since you set me up in the tea trade, as I prom-
ised you, dear sir; to prove grateful, I will pay back all the money
you have lent me. I am an honest man, and such I hope to
remain. )

Accept my best thanks, and do let me look up to your Associa-
tion for encouragement and help. My wife’s health is improved; -
she left the hospital last Monday, I will call and consult you
about our taking a room, as we are ansious to have our child,

and commence housekeeping in an humble way. Please carry

my sincere thanks to the gentlemeén of your society, for the help
that has been given me, hoping I shall prove thankful and worthy.

. I am, dear sir, yours, gratefully, 3

No. 50. Calls and says he was sent to the Penitentiary for three
months for stealing of bread. He left the prison without coat or
vest. He begs the Association to supply his wants and aid him
to return to Connecticut. He was furnished with suitable clothing
and a small amount of money.

No. 51. Says her mistress sent her away without paying her
the wages due to her, amounting to $10-—that she was discharged
without cause or provocation. The case was investigated and
successful means taken to secure the girl her wages.

No. 52. Two respectable citizens call on the Association in
behalf of a young girl reputably connected, and who had arrived
in this country but three weeks. She had been induced to enter
and engage ‘herself as chambermaid in a house of ill-fame in’
Mercer-street, not knowing it to be of that vile character.

She is represented to be in a distracted state of mind, and most
anxious to get away; but this appears to be impossible, the
sbominable wretches having taken her clothes from her and
refusing to give them up, - ’ . .

An efficient officer being at our office at this interview, he
adopted proper means to rescue her from the corrupting influence
of those destroyers. I -
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No. 53. Was charged with petit larceny. She protested her
innocence, whilst the complainant. testified she was the girl and
was guilty. She was remanded at our request. 'We procured the
attendance of the lady with whom she had lived, who spoke so
confidently of her honesty and truthfulness that the court dis-
charged her. She thanked the Association.

No. 54. Was convicted of assault and -battery, and sentenced
for two months to the Island, on complaint of his wife, who testi-
fied that he had struck her a week since. The husband, a very
decent, sober, well conducted icoking man, admitted that he had
done so, but that she had provoked him.

After the man had been conducted to the cell, the wife was
spoken to; when a gentleman introduced himself by saying he is
defendant’s eniployer; that he had worked for him the last ten
years; his averaged earnings were $10.50 per week; his moral
character was so good that he would not hesitate to leave all his
business, stock and money in his hands; he was the most reliable
man he had ever employed. These representations were immedi-
ately submitted to the court, when he was ordered again before
them and discharged.

Both the man and his employer expressed their hearty thanks
to the Association, that had at the right time interposed and
saved him from a prison, of which he never had any experience,
bat an inconceivable horror.

No. 55. Was charged with: stealing an old vest. The witness
declined to appear against him. It had been ascertained by the
Association that this poor boy is an orphan, that his parents died
two years since, and that he has no home.

He was remanded until something could be done for him. The
Association were enabled to send him out west on a farm
(through kind friends), where he is now doing well.

No. 56. Had been committed ten days on charge of intem-
perance. On the third day of thoir confinement their wives
prayed the Association to procure their discharge, as the one had
four children and the other three children.

We ascertained that neither of these men had been previously
in prison; they each promised to abstain from the use of strong

drink in the future. An application was then made to the
.Goverpors of the Alms-house and they were discharged.

No. 5'7. Was an inmate of the City prison over one hundred
days. He was detained as a witness against his captain, who was
out on bail, charged with smuggling a quantity of cigars into this
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port. l;1‘he Marshal and' District Attorney of ‘the U. 8. Court
engaged to: bring the captain to trial as earl ib h
the witness should be discharged. e powsible When'
1t does appear to be a monstrouswron i
g that a guilty person or
party should be out on bail; and' those who happened to witness
the alleged offense should he confined for so protracted a period
and the county subjected to such expense. '
No. 538. Was charged with stealing' a lace collar and sundry
other little articles of small value. She appeared to be very

painfully exercised in mind at the disgrace brought on herself by
We ascertained this to be: the first complaint

this petty theft.
made against her,

The complainant was seen and influenced to show mercy ; the
c.ourt suspended the judgment and discharged her. ‘The A'Ss’ocia-
tion never expect to meet her again in prison.

No. 59. Was seen in the Tombs, charged: with stealing six:
loaves of bread. Inguiries were- diligently made into his circum-
stances. We learned that he was industrious; he had been out
of employ seven weeks.  These facts were made known to the
court, when judgment was suspended and he was discharged

No. 60. Had been an inmate of the Tombs for ten week:; on
cparge of abandonment. Considerable pains were taken to retzorm
him ; at %enyh he was induced to sign the temperance pledge.

His w1f?, -2 woman of cleanly, sober habits, felt (now that he
had. promised to. avoid. the cause of all their ‘past troubles)
anxious to procure his release. She came to the: office of the
Ass?clatlon, asking their advice and aid. We gladly assisted
ber in getting his discharge: He seemed very grateful.

No. 6}, The whole of the witnesses detained in: the City prison
were this day removed to the head-gnarters of the Metropolitan
Police Department, except a- solitary U. 8. witness, who has been:
confined  here the last 155 days by the prosecution; his captain

‘ being charged with smuggling into this port a quantity of cigars.

.No. 62. Calls to say that he is starving; that he never com-
mltt~ed a dishonest act; his necessities drove him to sleep in the
Stat.lon-house; there the captain told him of the Asgociation, and
ic.l\nsed him to apply for assistance here. “ Prevention,” said he,

is better than cure.” In this case we thoughit:so too; it gave:
Us pleasure to help him. Wee supplied his immodiate wants, ‘then
found him employment. ’ J

No. 63. Was sentenced to the Penitentiary for two months on'
charge of petit larceny. Before' the adjournment of the court)
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several members of his family were introduced to the Association.
They urged that their father.is old and infirm; that his wife
(their mother) is now-very sick; should he be sent to the Island,
her death might be accelerated.

The poor old man was seen in the prison; he promised never
to steal the worth of a pin on any future occasion, but to live
uprightly.

The court listened to our application for his discharge, the
offense being a trifling one and the first he had committed.

The family were glad and thankful.

Nos. 64 and 65. Were confined in the City prison on complaint
of a German emigrant who had been robbed, as he represents, of
$27. He suspected one of these two persons, who came over in
the same ship with him from Liverpool. They arrived in this
port late on Saturday—landed at Castle Garden. On Sunday the
three repaired to Mulberry street and stayed in the one lodging-
house, the two men in one reom; the woman occupied an adjoin-
ing bed-room with the lendlady and her daughter. When he
arose in the morning he discovered his loss. The Association
visited them in prison; their story was simple and apparently
truthful. The complainant did not appear on the examination;
hence they were discharged. .

A situation was found for the woman; the man commenced to
peddle; he succeeded, and eventually married bLer, They are
now doing well. They assure the Association never shall they
forget “A friend in need is & friend indeed.”

" No. 66. Charged with stealing a coat from his boarding house.
He was remanded.. On the following court day it was shown that
he had gone to Philadelphia on business, there he discovered his
mistake, he returned to the same boarding house neot only to
return the garment but to stay for a time, when he was sur-
prised by an arrest. These-facts were submitted. The court
was led to believe he would not have returned to the same house,
with the coat in his trunk, had he intended to keep it. He was
discharged.

No. 67. Were convicted of stealing two or three small articles

of very small value. The court considered the evidence conclu-
sive against them; the agent of the Association thought other-
wise ; he asked the discharge of the woman; the court objecced;
*if man and wife the law would be satisfied in his conviction and
punishment. The court had no evidence of their being such ; agent
begged that they be remanded until next court day, when she
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could, if allowed now to depart, produce the certificate of ‘their
marriage, and that their characters were above reproach or
suspici(_m: Agent became responsible for -her appearance at the
next sitting; she was then permitted to leave. As promised
she appeared, and produced not only her certificate of marriage:
but very satisfactory evidence of their being persons of excellent
reputation. It was also shown the complainant was in their
debt, for work some time since performed. At request of the
Association they were both discharged ; they were assisted with
money until employment was obtained for thera.

No. 68, was convicted of being drunk. -On being searched
af‘t.er his commitment a brass coupling worth 20s. was found in
his possession. He told the officer where he had been; thisled ,
to the owner and identification of the coupling; for this offense
he was committed to the court of special sessions for trial, When
brought up he was proven guilty. Agent reminded the court the
old gentleman did not look to be a dishonest man. He was re-
manded that some enquiries might be made of his character, and *
at th'e Dext sitting of the court the Association reported favorably
in his behalf; his standing in society had been uniformly good;
Judgment was suspended and he was discharged. He has ofteli
called on the Association since, expressing his grateful thanks for
the assistance rendered him.

No. 69. A sailor charged with an assault was remanded, the
:sompia.inant having left the room in consequence of her noisy
infant. The wife of the sailor was scen weeping, she said her hus-
band had shipped and had a due bill for $30, the ship was to be
.hauled out into the stream this p. m. and would sail in the moru-
Ing. The witness was sent for by the agent and the court was
solicited, under the circumstances, to have the prisoner again
bl:ought out and tried; this was done; the affair was of a very
frivolous character and he was discharged. Both man and wife
expressed their hearty thanks; she would not now be put into
the street as she had apprehended.

No. 70. Convicted of stealing three books; was sentenced to
the Penitentiary for two months.

The mental distress - exhibited by this prisoner induced the
Asspciatiou to ask the court, with the concurrence of the com-
Pleinant, to withdraw the sentence and remand him until the
hext sitting, that inguiries may be made whether his story, that
h.e has a wife and family, be true, and- are now in very indigent
elrcumstances. o )
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We carefully investigated this case, and confirmed the state-
ment he had made; his wife was in eourt to-day and begged their
mercy. The man promised to steal no more. The; com-plainant
co-operated with the Association and obtained his dlscl}arge.
They seemed very thankful that he had been saved from going to
the penitentiary. .

No. 71. Most of the inmates in Kings county jail were seen
and spoken with. )

The unfortunate man, Kelly, charged with the murder of his
wife, said to Agent, “But for Rum it never would have hap-
pened—had I done as my wife did.” When asked what was
that, replied,' “She signed the pledge of Father Mathew, and
pothing would induce her to break it. Mr. Beal, I never should
have murdered my wife but for Rum.” )

Reynolds, for the murder of his brother in Brooklyz, said, “I
wish T had never drank liquor, then this would not have hap-
pened.” .

No. 72. Was arraigned in court of general sessions for steal-
ing $24 from the person with whom she had lived as help. She
admitted taking the money, and because they would not pay her
the amount of wages, long since due.

On this oecasion she saw him—her employer—put a large sum
of money in gold into his desk. When he was out, she forced.the
Jock and took out one large gold piece and four small gold coins;
she knew not the value of said pieces. She left the house and
went to her sister, showing her the money now taken. An officer
arrested her, to whom she very frankly acknowledged the whole
affair,

Tn court, under advice of the Association, she plead guilty;
the extenuating circumstances were pointed out, when his Honor
the Recorder suspended the judgment and discharged her. .

Agent subsequently called on the family for the wages due this
poor girl, amounting to $22:50, which was peremptorily refused.
The case was sent to civil court.

The Association aided the girl until a situation was found her
and her wages paid. .

No. 73. Was arraigned in court of sessions on charge of petit
larceny. The evidence was insufficient to commit her; she was
discharged.

The Association sent her to a boarding-house until a place of
work was provided for her; within ten days she was comfortably
fixed and is now doing well.

3 ]slim, hut this he cheerfully offered to do for expenses out of pocket,
b $3,
] introduced ; he made light of the complaint, and said, you had
i better get bail. Give me $20 and I will secure a man who will

bail you out in a few hours. )
f three or four times called on him and said: “I have a friend
p who for $25 would have bailed you out; this person present, who
§ bas come with me, knows him well, and he could induce bim to
b do it for you right away, but he would require $10.” These sums
j were given to those professed friends ($58); he saw them no

f very frivolous character.

]
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No. 74. Says he left the penitentiary this morning a wiser if

© not a better man; he thinks the punishment may yet prove a

blessing to him. Drink was the cause of his trouble ; it shall, he
protests, trouble him no more, except to persuade others not to

drink it. ’

The Association secured him work. .
No. 75. Charged with grand larceny. The officer who arrested
him recommended a lawyer; it would. occupy some time to find

The prisoner’s fears were excited. Another lawyer was

A bar-tender whom he had seen

more. At length the first counsel came to his relief—he sym-

The prisoner had $95 in his possession when arrested on this

i ({harge. This is a pretty fair specimen of the practical opera-
f tions of the skinning and shystering of those fellows called Towmbs

lawyers. :
No. 76. Had been committed to the Tombs for disorderly con-

| duct. He was seen by Agent to be in a state of great mental
j rouble.  On inquiry, we ascertained his ship was hauled out in

the stream, and that his berth as well as his clothes would be lost
unless he was released.

We examined the papers and found the complaint to be of a
His discharge was then obtained. He
left with a glad and cheerful heart.

AN 0. 77. Was charged with assault and battery, on complaint of
h'ls wife. She subsequently called on the Agent of the Associa-
lion, begging him to get him released, and for several strong
Teasons, as she urged: 1st. He was drunk when he struck her;
2. He has a family of six children; 3d. The rent falls due on
Thursday next; 4th. He will lose his work if kept in prison;
5th. He will sign the pledge and drink no more. - These cogent
reasons Jed the Association to ask for: his discharge; the court
acquiesced,

: pathized wich him—+took the balance of his funds, $25. He camej/ »
f up for trial; counsel advised him to plead guilty, when he wa
b sentenced to State prison for — years.
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No.78. Was convicted of assault and battery, and fined $29,
His wife, accompanied by his landlord, calls and begs the Ass?cx-
ation to interpose with the court in his behalf. Great provocation
had been given him or he would not have done wrong. )

We diligently inquired into his past history and present cir.
cumstances. We found he had been out of employnfent all last
winter; that now he had plenty of work; that his wife and‘ four
children would be seriously inconvenienced, and more punished
than himself, were he to be kept in prisen. The Association
made these facts known, when the fine was remitted and he was
discharged.

No. 79. Was sentenced ten days in City prison on charge of
intemperance. The wife of this wretched man was seen in prison
weeping most sadly. . .

He signed the pledge, and promised to keep it and begin at
once to reform. )

One of the alms-house governors was seen and his discharge
obtained. . .

The man and wife thanked the Association, and showered down
their blessings on them in the name of their five helpless children.

No. 80. Was charged with grand larceny. Under advice of
the Association she plead guilty to petit larceny. )
¢ This poor girl was evidently inexperienced in crime; we had
ascertained her character to be very good up to this complhamt.
The prosecutor co-operated with the Association in urging the

court to suspend the judgment and to discharge her. We then
obtained a situation for her away in the country, where we have
no doubt of her doing well.

No. 81. Plead guilty to the charge of stealing 10s. from a man
when drunk. He was dropping it as he walked; and prisoner
being out of work, a stranger, with a wife and one chﬂ.d in great
want, was tempted for the first time in bis life to take it, It was
a little relief to his mind that this poor drunken fellow would
have lost it. The crime did not appear so great, although he felt
sorry for the wrong he had done.

The story was ascertained to be true. With the consent f)f
the complainant, judgment was suspended and the man was dis:
charged. :

No. 82 was committed for examination on charge of assault
His wife was seen weeping in the police court. She represented
that her three helpless children required his presence; that he
would lose his work, besides which, he was not guilty. The con
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plainant was seen ; he waited on the committing. magistrate and
said, “ 8ir, be pleased to let him go.”

| some considerable time.
f when detected in taking goods from the store. Several merchants
[ were seen, all of whom certified that thé prisoner had been ad-
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No. 83 was committed to the workhouse for vagrancy. Her

 brother, doing business in the city, calls on the Association and
says she is a widow, and that an unprincipled officer had, for
reasons that officer would not like made known to the police com-
t missioners, influenced- the magistrate to send her there for four
months, without rhyme or reason, and that it is a burning shame
i to keep her from her home and her fatherless children.
E spectability of the mother was ascertained; the character of his
| sister was found to be in every way correct. Appropriate means
: were then taken, and she was discharged.

The re-

No. 84, once a reputable merchant, but reduced by strong
dvink, was charged with stealing a piece of dress pattern. He
was well known to complainant, having been in his employ for
He was under the influence of drink

dicted to intemperance the last four years; that they never knew
him to be dishonest. He promised to do better and was discharged.
No. 85 was charged with petit larceny, stealing a shawl. She

j represented to the court that this was her first offense. She

begged the mercy of the court on account of her two small chil-
dren. She was remanded, that inquiries might be made of her

| character and family.

On the following court day the Association reported that she is
an habitual inebriate, and has no children. She still asserted
that her character was good, and that she had two orphans.
When asked where they were, she replied, * Yer honor, I left
them in the ould counthry mine years ago.” She was then sen-
tenced to the penitentiary for four monthe.

No. 86, remanded last court, on charge of being found in the
basement of a dwelling house under (as was alleged) circiumstan-
ces of suspicion. )

The Association represented to the court this morning, that they
had visited her home; the family are in abject distress, resulting
from the intemperance of the husband and father ; her character
is good ; if discharged this morning, a friend would send them all
into the country, and employ them. She had two children with
ker who had the whooping cough, and fortunately for the mother
they commenced coughing. Their advocacy was efficient. The
court listened ‘and-discharged her. - . i -
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No. 87 was charged with receiving stolen goods. She admitted
purchasing the three articles in question, but contended she had
paid a fair price for them, and had no idea of their being stolen,

‘When brought up for trial, her counsel did not appear. To one,
the first engaged, she had paid $35, but had never seen him since;
to the other she paid $25, and assigned her interest in two lots,
Neither of these gentlemen were present. The Association stated
to the court that she would plead guilty to buying those few little
things, but that she knew not they had been stolen. Diligent in-
quiries had been made respecting her past character; it had been
above reproach. Judgment was suspended, and she was dis-
charged.

No. 88 was arraigned on charge of an attempt at burglary in
the third degree. . He was without money or counsel. Under our
advice he plead not guilty. He was tried and convicted of an at-
tempt of petit larceny, and sentenced to the-penitentiary for three
months. He appeared to be very thankful to the Association for
the interest shown in his behalf, and which he thought had saved
him from a worse fate. He protests his entire innocence of the
charge, but admits of late, the last few months, he had indulged in
the use of liquor, which had injured him much. He promised to
read, think and become a better man.

No. 89 was arrested on charge of forgery, and fully committed
for trial. He was subsequently visited by the agent of the Asso-
ciation in the City prison, when he complained of sickness and
the want of other food than the prison allowance. He represented
that he had in his pocket-book, when arrested, $695—six one hun-
dred dollar bills, which he had carefully placed under the silk or
cotton lining of said pocket-book, the balance, $95, were in bills
of two’s and three’s.
to him the name of a lawyer he thought best to engage for his
defense. That gentleman very soon called to see him, and offered
his professional services, which were accepted. He then informed
his counsel that the officer had his pocket-book, which he wanted.
An order was written and addressed to said officer, requesting him
to deliver to counsel the pocket-book and its contents; the same
was.to be restored to prisoner. When asked if he had told his
counsel the amount of bills in the officer’s possession, replied, “1
said nothing of the $600, lest I should be charged a very heavy
fee.” Prisoner applied to counsel for cash to procure food, which
was refused, on the ground that there were but $95 in the book,
and his fee was $150. The empty book was with difficulty ob-

On his way to prison the officer suggested [JE her; he promised - not to offend again.
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tained, The counsel finally advised his client to plead guilty of

! forgery in the fourth degree, and the youth was sentenced to the

penitentiary for one year.
If the $600 had been placed carefully in the book, as repre-
sented, then it was lost to the prisoner. Who found it is a prob-

| lem not yet solved.

No. 90. Was tried in court of general sessions and acquitted ;
when the District Attorney ordered her to be taken back to the

L tombs, and to the court of special sessions, and there sentenced
E on a former conviction of petit larceny, some sixteen months since.

The Association made diligent enquiries concerning her habits and

[ character, especially during that term. There being no evidence
[ of any one dishonest act since, the court suspended the judgment

and discharged her.
No. 91. Charged with stealing clothes, valued at twelve dollars ;

[ Ler guilt was established.

The Association felt constrained to inform the court that she

E had been previously arrested on charge of grand larceny, but was

acquitted. When discharged, she went to her friends in the coun-

j try, and promised to stay there; but she is evidently bent on a
i life of prostitution.
f itentiary might be an advantage to her; the court adopted our-

It was snggested that six months in the pen-

recommendation.

No. 92. Father and son were charged with assault and battery;
complainant said she has been married to the elder defendant ten
months ; he had latterly given way to drink, and when under its
influence was very ugly.

The son-in-law had slapped her face; she admitted speaking
reproachfully of his own mother; this provoked him, and he struck
The. Association recom-
mended the court to discharge them ; the court acquiesced; they,
under the advice.of the Association; went to Dr. Marsh and signed
the pledge; all of them promised to do better.

No. 93. Was charged with stealing a five dollar gold piece.
She plead guilty, and urged as an excuse, that she was without
necessary clothing, and ashamed to go into the street. 'The whole
of the money had been devoted to the purchase of clothing, all of
which were now in the possession of complainant.

She was remanded until the Association could asecrtain some-:
thing about her, and to find her a situation; this was done, a
favorable report made, and the girl was discharged, when a place
of work was found. her. .
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No. 94. Calls to ask advice of the Association. " Her grand-son
had been arrested on charge of burglary in the third degree; g
lawyer had offered his services ; he could defend him and get him
finally discharged, but she must pay him ten dollars. She sold
her bed and several articles from her miserable room, these arti.
cles realized her but four dollars, and her landlady had lent her
three, which made seven dollars. This she paid to him, but he had
never seen to the case. When the youth was tried, he was not
present.

The poor old woman was advised to see the counsel, and respect.
fully urge the return of the money, but this was angrily refused;
she then applied to the court where her efforts were equally unsuc-
cessful. )

No. 95. Was indicted for an attempt at grand larceny ; he plead
guilty. The Association ascertained that he was addicted to
drinking, and on this occasion he appeared to be laboring under
some strange delusion. Nothing had been removed from the prem-

,ises. His character for honesty had been good. iie has a large
family to support.

He, to avoid a repetition of such disasters, now resolves to sign

the temperance pledge, and to keep it; the leniency of the court
was prayed in his behalf. The judge, under the circumstance,
suspended the judgment and discharged him, for which he almost
danced with joy.
+ No. 96. A poor, dejected looking woman was seen in court, a
picture of sadness. When asked, “ are you sick ?” replied, “I
am almost dead.” Last Saturday my unfortunate husband drank
too freely, and threatened to beat me; he did strike me, and made
a great noise; an M. P. arrested him, and he was committed.
He now regrets all he did, and I freely forgive him; but I can't
get him out of prison. I have five children, and should he lose
his work, what shall we do-all the long winter which has just
begun ? .

The man was seen by the agent, and promised to drink no more
intoxicating drinks for two years; on this .Condition the court
was urged to discharge bim. He was then brought out and dis
charged. The man and wife heartily thanked the Association.

No. 97. Was charged with petit larceny, and remanded last
court day, with a request that the Association would make some
enguiry about her. We ascertained that herself, two. children,
and her husband had lived in the country for five years, and }mfﬂ
the last three weeks, when she removed with her children into 3

| called at our office.
j provided for his family as he should do; he had never left his
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tenant house in the city. Here she became acquainted with a
woman fond of liquor. The justice, for whom her husband had
long worked in Eastchester, called at the office of the Association,

. and kindly engaged to give him permanent employ ; the court was
¢ recommended to let the woman go; she was then discharged.

No. 98. Was charged with striking his late employer. The

b complainant appeared to be very wroth; the court fined the
defendant ten dollars; great provocation had been given him, or
f he would not have given the blow. The court was urged in con-
sideration of this fact, and of his wife being nearly blind, to remit
| the fine.
b remitted, and he was discharged.

On the Saturday he was brought into court, the fine

No. 99. Was indicted for grand larceny, stealing several shirts;

| the District Attorney accepted a plea of petit larceny. The lar-
ceny was committed by another woman unknown to her; she was
¢ pursued by an officer, and had thrown them away; this woman
i picked them up. Her character had been good up to this time.
| Judgment was suspended, and she was discharged.

No. 100. On charge of abandonment had been confined in the

| City prison for three months.

The Association had often written to the wife. At length she
She complained that her husband had not

bome, but he would be boss, and buy only such things as he
deemed best, without consulting her at all. He earned about
$7 a week, and as he would not act as she desired, but was ugly,
she had kept him in prison. This poor woman was reminded that

8 herself and her children had been much more punished than he.

Agent suggested 'a better way : if they could mot live happily
together, then part; to keep him in prison would accomplish
wothing.  She -then placed herself under the protection and
advice of the Association. The husband was seen; he bad nine dol-
lars in his employers’ hands; agent urged him to give an order on
them for five dollars, and in the future to allow her three dollars per
week, then he would procure his discharge; he consented and he
was discharged accordingly. )

The weekly allowance has been paid into our hands since, with
the utmost regularity ; it is handed over immediately to the
family, and all parties appear to be satisfied.

These instances will give some idea of our labors.
of such, and of equal interest, might be mentioned.

A review of the past should excite our grateful acknowledg-

Hundreds
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ments, We bave; under the divine blessing, aided many desery-
ing persons, by the exercise of kindness. Bitter tears have dried
up, hearts well nigh broken have been restored to confidence and
hope, and the wanderer has been happily awakened and brought
back to character and a home. Our successes have exceeded our
most sanguine expectations. We have tried to win over and per-
suade men to forsake their evil ways, and we have abundant
evidence that our efforts, though feeble, have not been in vain,
The blessings of those who were ready to perish are our rich
reward. Therefore we have God to thank, and we take courage
to go on, and on, and on, in these works of mercy and of love.

Your agent thankfully recognizes and acknowledges the urban.
ity and attention of those connected with the administration of
criminal justice in New York and Brooklyn. The advice and
counsel so cheerfully afforded him, in the prosecution of his
labors, by the District Attorneys and their assistants, he most
gratefully appreciates.

And in conclusion I beg that you will yourselves, accept my
thanks for the timely and cheerful aid your committes has so
uniformly rendered me in my labors; and, with an unalterable
determination still to work while it is day, in this field of hopeful
effort, with unabated ardor and untiring industry.

I am, sir, yours respectfully,
ABRAHAM BEAL.

Orrick oF Prison AssoCIATION,
15 CentrE StrREET; NEW YORK, January, 1859.

To thé Committee on Dischurged Convicts,
Ricuarp Reep, Bse., Chairman:

Dear Sir—Herewith, in conformity with your rules and by-laws,
is presented a very brief report, of the practical work dome
in this branch of our operatibns during the la,st two years ending
81st December, 1858.

There are multitudes of persons who are altogether faithless in
regard to the value of any time, or any effort bestowed on
prisoners, or discharged convicts. The opinion is formed that
those who commit crimes, and thereby subject ‘themselves to
punishment, in the penitentiary or State prison, are beyond the
reach of all substantial improvement, if not beyond all claim
upon the sympathies of a moral and christian community. Yes,
the greater part of the world, and a large proportion of the
church, are very apt to look upon all convicted persons, in the
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same light—as utterly depraved, as hopelessly fallen.  This is‘a
sad mistake, if not an uncharitable and wicked conclusion, for it

is a well ascertained fact that more than three-fourths of the
convicts discharged from our State prisons, repent of the crimes
they have committed—go and sin no more, and in despite of all
obstacles, persevere in living honest lives.

The truth, then, is irresistible, that the discharged convict
is an unfortunate fellow-creature, needing our pity and our
friendly commiseration; though guilty and fallen, he has yet a
heart to feel, and the effect of human sympathy and christian
kindness, may be to touch some chord of the soul, which has
refused to vibrate to harsher sounds, or to call into exercise some
remaining portion of humanity which has hitherto lain dormant,
under the ‘withering influence of neglect, or bad associations,
followed by some criminal offense, and the arbitrary administra®
tion of retributive justice.

In connection with our labors we have witnessed many pleasing
illustrations of the magical power of kindness. oy

A poor, crushed, desolate creature, called at ouroffice and stated <~
that he had been confined in one of our State prisons during the &
last five years; after giving us his entire history, begged that he (;
might be provided with work at anything and anywhere; that he
could not seek it himself as every one seemed to look upon him as .

a “State prison bird.” He said, imploringly, * please furnish me
with employment and I solemnly promise neither to disgrace *
myself nor bring discredit on you or the Association.” We deli- =
cately hinted that his clothes were unsuitable; we handed him a = |
small looking-glass, and never shall we forget the effect produced. ;
He stood aghast, and almost petrified. After recovering the ;
shock he wept most distressingly. When asked what had pro: $i
duced such painful emotions, he replied, “ I have not seen myself
in a looking-glass the last five years and four months. I well 24
remember what I was then, and oh! what am I now? a discharged &
convict, and every body knows me to be such!’ It is true, his 2
appearance was most sadly against him. We spoke words of
kindness to him. He was taken into an adjoining room to our
office, where he had a good wash, He was then furnished with a &
decent shirt and a suit of clothes. We tied a black silk handker-
chief about his neck. This act overwhelmed him and he wept con=™
vulsively. After the lapse of half an hour’s fnendly conversatmn,
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we were delighted to see hope beaming in his eye; whilst he f?]f,
encouraged to thank God, the Prison Association proved to 1}1m
an ark of safety. We were enabled to place this poor fellow in a
place of work at a dollar a day, and he has called upon us three
~} or four times since our first interview. He says he shal'l never
3t forget that day, when the hankerchief was tied around his neck.
He observed “I shall never steal again, for T always carry that
handkerchief with me.” o )
; As a people, we are very slow to give up our f&l'f-h in the prin-
%iple of physical force, We are too apt to Fh.ufk it necessary for
#the correction and discipline of men. All civilized nations have
f’been very tardy in abandoning their faith in force. The proposal
ito settle quarrels by peaceful means is still too ofte'n held to be
Utopian.” We have been so trained and educat.ed m_to t}le Dbe-
lief of the efficacy of force, that we can scarcely imagine it pos-
sible that the frame-work of society could be kept together upon
. r principle.
an)ﬁ?::]: axi somi, however, who entertain the belief that system-
atic coercion begets blind resistance, and that if we pu{ fiaum
children or men by violent methods, we only call forth a s:plnt of
rebellion, which breaks out in violent deeds of hatred, vice and
crime. In the history of the world we think we see most clearly
a demonstration of the failure of physical force. If we would
make men better and happier, we should employ a greater and more
beneficent force, viz., the power of gentleness, the power of k{nd-
In the instances in which this power has been fairly tried,

ness.
Humane and gentle

how magical have been the effects produced! .
methods of treating men, whether in prison or out of prison, hf}ve
never, in any case or under any circumstances, prod}lced resist-
ance or rebellion; have never made them worse, blfb, in all cases,
have made them better. Xindness is a‘constrainu_lg power. It
elevates and civilizes all who are brought under its influence. It
indicates faith in man, and without faith in man’s bem?r nature,
no better methods of treatment will improve him. Dlstr‘ust of
men makes them vicious and criminal; al?d continued dlr?'trust
keeps them so. Hence our jails, penitentiaries and State prisons,
when regarded merely as places of pu}m%shment, are very expen-
sive arrangements, and of doubtful utility. .

‘We might illustrate the power of kindness in many ways. In
the training of children we can resort, as a ge_meral rule, to en-
couragement, gentlenéss and good example, with better success
than to the employment of the rod. Ithas beenfound, too, that in
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the treatment of lunatics the law of kindness is the only means
which can be successfully used in thejr government and control.
A visit to our Lunatic Asylum on Blackwell’s Island will convince
the most skeptical of the superiority of the principle of kindness
over that of harshness.

This prineiple is capable of extensive application. In every
relationship of man, kindness will produce the same beneficial re-
sults. Tt draws out the better part of every nature, disarming
resistance, dissipating angry passions, and melting the hardest
heart. It overcomes the evil and strengthens the good. In a
word, then, let us say, apply it with all its power in our prisons
everywhere. Then, and not till then, can we reasonably hope to
see them moral hospétals, and their afflicted inmates restored to
moral health. We repeat that we should extend to our prisons
abundant and appropriate moral appliances. “ Then will the
hearts of the disobedient be turned to the wisdom of the Jjust,”

b
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and the hardened culprit will feel constrained to reform;- unhealthy

and inhuman punishments will be nambered among the things
that were,and there will be less apprehension or probability, when?
he is restored fo liberty, of a relapse into crime.
We still avow ourselves the friends of the discharged convict.
Our sympathies and anxious solicitude in his or her behalf, remain
unabated. During the last two years we have more than ever
felt that they have strong claims upon us.  Our labors in this de-
partment were often of a very trying and embarrassing character;
but, prompted as we have been by a sense of duty, by love to
God and towards our neighbor, we have steadily endeavored to
perform the work faithfully. We have labored con amore, and
with earnest fidelity to benefit these erring ones in body, mind and
circumstances. They come from our respective prisons often, very
often, cast down, well nigh crushed, hopeless and dejected, almast
in irretrievable ruin. We try to inspire and light up the spark of
hope within them. Often beyond our limited means do we assist
them and sustain them until a place of work, away from city lifé
and its powerful temptations, is obtained. And, should the ques-
tion be whispered, do they ever reform? Thank God, they do.
It is our joy and rejoicing to witness their reformation. We also
cheerfully bear testimony that but very few of those we select
from the hundreds who call upon us for counsel, advice and pecu-
uiary aid, are again found guilty of a repetition of crime. We
are obliged, however, to acknowledge some additional exceptions
to this rule within the last two years, and this has happened, in
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most cages, because our pecuniary means have been at times lite-
rally nothing, and for that reason we have not been able to afford
them subsistence until we could find employment for them.

The following figures we abstract from the summary of the last

two years’ labors in this department, ending 'Dec‘. 31, 1850
YA
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The subjoined cases, —sgldectediom our diaries, are submitted as

an exposition of the prineiples on which ou.r -efforts are ba}sed,
and of our plan of operations. The selections are made from
bundreds of others of equal interest.

V EXTRACTS FROM THE PXARY OF DISCHARGED CORVICTS.

No. 1. Was convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced to state
prison for two years. He left in jast. He solemnly pro-
tests he was not guilty of the alleged larceny. He ca.lls nowi;)
say, that when free from severe. pains, he tries t? do a.ht.tle wc;;..
but chronic rheumatism prevents him from earning a living. lﬁ
friends felt anxious an effort should be made to secure Somo SMa
business on his own account; he asks us to write him a i_‘ew lines
soliciting the co-operation of those esRecially who know him. .W:
complied with this request, and contributed towards such object.
We were glad subsequently to learn it was a st.lccessful step.

No. 2. Calls on the Association, after spending two months 1B
the penitentiary, for an alleged assault and bat};ery. Bad ((:lorélo-
pany and bad liquor was the cause. He says it is too ba o
place decent men in company with those of jnhe baser sort. .
had no idea of the prison life before. He thmk.s.there shouldf e
more discrimination on the part of the authorities ; persons ](;l‘
assault, and assault and battery, aught not to be confined in tls
same prison with dishonest characters; and the treatment shou
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be humane and not degrading. The Association rendered him
temporary aid. .
No. 3. Convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced for one year
to the penitentiary, calls to-day almost perished with cold, regret-
ting his past wicked conduct, and promising to live honestly in
the future. The Association furnished him with more suitable
clothing, and provided employment for him.
No. 4. Was sentenced to state prison, at Charlestown, Massa-

chusetts, for two years and six months, for grand larceny. He
says this was his first offense; he was once punished by solitary
confinement in a dark cell, without bed or supper, for writing a
note to a fellow prisoner—such being contrary to the discipline.
Ho says further, that corporal punishment or the shower bath, is
studiously avoided, except in very obstinate cases. The disci-
pline is of a mild character, and no punishment is inflicted, but
with the knowledge and almost uniformly in the presence of the
warden. The food is sufficient in quantity, but not -as good in
quality as I think it was when I first went. The bed is of straw,
and the pillow also; each man has sufficient bedding ; the sheet
and pillow case is changed every week. There is a good library
of books; one is given out, or changed for others, every Saturday.

The chaplain writes all letters for the prisoners. There is a relig-

ous service every morning in the chapel, singing, reading and
prayer; these exercises occupy from twenty to thirty minutes.
This short service is a considerable relief, and of great moral
advantage to the inmates. T feel, he says, grateful that I am out
of prison, and I trust the grace of God will enable me to resist
temptation, and that my future life will be consecrated to Him
and His service. We were enabled to procure him employment.
He has often called upon us since, and is now doing well.

No. 5. Had been in the penitentiary four months; he calls, ask-
ing advice and help; the last few months have been the most
wretched of his life. He promises to keep out of bad company.
We regard this case as very hopeful. The Association furnished
him with suitable clothing, found him employment, gave him a bible,
and urged him to read it.

No. 6. Called, out of situation, and said what to do he knew not;
he had been discharged from prison three months, since which he
has had but nine days’ work; he was forced to leave his boarding
house yesterday, and has had nothing to eat since. Temporary
assistance was rendered him until work was provided. :

No. 7. Left Sing Sing prison three months since. He was con- -
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victed of burglary in the third deg'ree, and sentenced fc;r twg
years. He says drink produced all his tr‘oubles. er was]3 urne
out of a liquor store, half drunk, late at mg}.:nt, broke I{lto tl e sa.r:le
étore, was detected and punished. To avoid other' difficu _txes, &
vows he will never touch, taste .ot handlg strong drink aga]in.A He
says his wife is sick, and their distress is very g:reat. T e Asso-
ciation lent them various sums to alleviate their pressing neces-
sities, and soon provided him work, when he r?turned the money
Joaned. He is now sober, industrious, and doing as well as most
wol;}sz l?ie:é been in the city prison for several weeks awaitit.lg
trial,.on' charge of attempt at burglax:y. The grand jury d}s?m-
ged the complainant, and he was dxscharg'ed. The As.soto_xfz “Z;:
a;dvanced him a trifling sum which enabled him to reach his friends
" 11\;113: gi’u‘];’t;zisix months in the penitentiary, on charge of iem
larceny ; he says he should not hat'fe fO}Ind fault had hz evzern
guilty, but he was not. He was advxhsed in future, !;oda.x]r]?l A i
appearance of evil. He promised this. We supplied his temp
rall‘\}f’owzgts&}alls and says he is just from the Island; the three
montils tilere he hopes will never be forgotten. He can get notﬁ;
ing to do; had he the means to reach Orange cf)ux.:\ty,.he coul ¢
get permanent work with his brother. The Assoc:at:on. 1mptrc:ive
his appearance, and enabled him to reac.:h the glace designated. .
No. 11. Says he received some pecuniary as'smtance three ?ear
since, when he left Sing Sing prison, after being th.ere two )e:ros;
on a charge of forgery. He represents that he. is noYv'f ou iy
employment, and wanting the commonest necessaries of life. i
jmmediate wants were supplied, wlhen he v;as mtrtoduced to am!
ssociation, who gave him employment.
:bellt\sz ;l;esjys he shall feel ggx:ataful to the Assoc%at.mn could t!:]iye
provide him a place of work. He h.ad been six months_ ((Jill e
Tsland, and would never get there again. He was supplied wi

a pair of new boots, drawers, shirts, socks, hat, and a trifle of

money. Work was speedily found bim. He has often called to
thank the Association.

sion,
No. 13 was convicted of grand larceny, on her own confession; |

and sentenced to Sing Sing prison for two years and three months-

.. She had lived with a respectable family. On one occasion she |

was invited to a ball. The daughter of the lady with whom she lived

.el 4
was from home, when she took from a drawer a broach, merely ]
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to wear fo this gathering. On her retiirn home, after midnight,
her cousin insisted on having said broach, and playfully took it
with him.  Before it could be restored it was missed.” The girl
left the house, and repaired to the house of her cousin, but he was
at his employment. On her way thither an officer pursued and
arrested her. She told her story with truthfulness and without
prevarication. The cousin was found. He admitted having the
article; was arrested, and subsequently discharged.

This poor girl called at the office, with a letter of recommenda-
tion from the matron and chaplain. A situation was immediately
found for her with a family connected with the Association. She
is doing very well.

No. 14 says he was sent to the penitentiary without cause ; the
justice was influenced by the complainant, who was manifestly
prejudiced against him. He begs the Association to furnish him
with clothes and a trifle of money, to enable him 4o reach West-
chester county. The case was regarded as very hopeful. We
gave him g shirt, hat, boots, and a trifle, which enabled him to ap-
pear pretty decent amongst his friends. :

No. 15, convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced to the State
prison for three years, calls at our office, when released, and says
he shall feel very thankful could means be devised to send him
away on a farm. A minister, interested in his behalf; also calls
representing that it would be a favor conferred on the family, and
ospecially on the young man, to procure him such a place.
Providence appeared just then to open the way for the Associa~
tion to comply with the request made without delay. Such a dis-
position of him was effected. We have since heard he is doing
well.

No. 16 calls to present his grateful acknowlédgments to the Ag-
sociation for the interest shown in his behalf when arraigned in
court on charge‘of grand larceny. He was sent to the penitentiary
for six months, and but for our timely interposition he might now
be in Sing Sing. He promises to show his thanks by the honesty
ofhislife. The Association took him by the hand, and helped him.

No. 17 was convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced to Sing
Sing prison for two years. He says he was uged well in prison
by his keeper; came out three months since; went to y
hoping to obtain permanent employ, but was doomed to disap-
pointment; had no opportunity to return to New York; he finds
himself in want; he was intréduced to a kind-hearted man, who
gave him work. & B : S s 1




The Association lent him twenty shillings to pay one week’s
board, and supplied him with overalls, &c. He is now deing well.

No. 18 was charged with an attempt at grand larceny. The
authorities were convinced that he had labored under some hallu-
cination, produced by drinking a quantity of brandy, to whichhe
was unaccustomed. Judgment was suspended, and he was dis-
charged. The Association advanced him a sum sufficient to
carry him home to his friends, for which he expressed his hearty
thanks.

Some time subsequent to his release from prison, the following
letter was addressed to the Association:

Dear sir—To you I feel so sensibly indebted, T know mot how
to express my thanks for the kind interest you have taken in my
unfortunate son. - You have not only saved him from ruin, but
spared the feelings of an affoctionate mother. To your mind, this
will be a reward. I trust he will return to that position in so-
ciety I once hoped to se2 him adorn. My recollections of him will
ever be accompanied by my prayers for your health and happi-
ness, and with feelings of sincere gratitude,

I remain, yours, truly obliged,

No. 19 was tried and convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced
to State prison for three years and six months. He says: “My
employer charged me with stealing from him $100 in money, and
a gold watch and chain. Most solemnly do I declare T never had
the money he says he lost. Ibelieve he did not own a gold watch
at the time. I served out the whole term of my sentence; was
once showered. I hope I shall avoid such trouble in the future.
My object in calling upon the Association is to proeure employ-
ment. I wrote to you (with permission of the Inspectors), some
weeks since. If you will but procure me work, I promise to livea
sober, honest, industrious life.”

Work was found him on afarm. The Association furnished him
with suitable clothing, a bible, and money sufficient to pay for his
ticket. We have had a'good account of him.
~ No. 20 had been confined three months in the county jail, on
charge of petit larceny. He had heard of the Association when
there, and resolved to call and confer with its agent. He sayshe
was not guilty of the alleged petty theft. He wishes to know
could he obtain damages for false imprisonment. He was advised
to abandon the idea altogether. It was best for him diligently to
apply himself to honest industry, to avoid bad associations, and
at once to acquire better habits, and become a better man. The

f I deserved all 1 suffered.

W'hole term, I repaired to the home of my mother.
.smk, and in great poverty. My poor father had lived a life of
| intemperance ; he now reaps what he had been sowing for years ;
[ he hindered the family seriously. . The authorities sent him to
the Island.
[ erty, and that makes me very unhappy. Do pray get me some

o e "
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Association was enabled to send him into the country, where he
is doing well.

No. 21. Had been in the penitentiary the last six months, on
charge of stealing a coat ; he left yesterday.' He says: My father
and mother died when I was very young; since then I have had
no one to care for me. I learned no trade, and have been sadly
put to it; my days bave been evil and bitter; often hungry, no
home, no gchool, no hope. My life has been a miserable one ; but
few kind words were ever spoken to me, so that often I cared but
little what would become of me, or how things went. I was sent
often to the pemitenitiary for petit larceny. I did not steal from
choice, but, as I thought, from dire necessity. When I left the
prison yesterday, I felt as though I should like to avoid going
there again ; I hence came to you. Please find me some work that
I may be driven to steal no more. I feel that I would rather go
into a workhouse than be dishonest. We advised him to leave
New York; he went to another State, where he met with employ-
ment, and a humane employer. We hope he may do better, but
our hope is not unmixed with fear.

No. 22. Had been in prison awaiting his trial, on charge of
grand larceny., The witness could not be found; after being in
custody for sixteen weeks, he was discharged. The Association
i@pl‘oved his miserable condition. We were out of clothes at the
time, but a member of the Association kindly sent us, for his use,

p o suit of clothes, when a situation was obtained for him ; he appeared

thankful, and promised to do well.

No. 28. Was convicted of burglary in the third degree, and
sentenced to Sing Sing for three years. He says: T was used
pretty well. I have no desire to find fault' with the prison or the
officers. I was guilty of the offense, and it was not the first, and
I had bad companions, and my habits
were wrong and strong. On my discharge, after serving out the
I found her

I am now a burden to her; she is now in deep pov-

w?rk,‘and I promise to live a life of honesty. He was provided
with work, where he performed his part well.
No. 24. Was tried, and convicted of stealing a gold watch, and

‘3100 in money, and sentenced to Sing Sing for five years, He
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says he was Tot guilty ; his unfortunate wife committed the theft,
of which he had no knowledge until after his arrest. To avoid
bringing her into a similar predicament, he carried the whole of
the burden himself, and suffered the punishment. He received
four dollars when he left the prison. He now calls on the Asso.
ciation to provide employment for him away in the country, where
there is no danger of his being spotted, and where he could feel
safe and happy. We were enabled to comply with his request;
he has since shipped and gone to the coast of Africa.

No. 25. Had spent four years and nine months in State prison,
on charge of grand larceny, he says: This was-my first offense,
and T hope it will prove to be my last. I left the prison Satur
day; I want work, and was advised to call on the Association.
Please get me any sort of work by which I can earn an honest
living, and- you shall see that 1 am an honest, upright man. He
was not in the office five minutes when a situation was offered
him, which he gratefully accepted. He is now at work, cheerful
and hopeful, looking forward to the time when the blot on his
character shall disappear.

No. 26. Was charged with grand larceny. She had been help

in many respectable families; on this occasion, she had founda
suin of money secreted in the house; the same she had stolen;
was arrested, and sentenced to Sing Sing for two years and nine
months; she left to-day. She said this was her first offense ; her
object in calling at our office was to secure a place; she promised

never to commit another dishonest act. She received three dol-
lars and forty cents when she left; we sent her to the house of a
friend; a situation was obtained for her within two days. We
lent her a trifle to obtain necessary garments, and have strong hope
concerning her, that she will not be guilty of a repetition of wrong.
No. 27. Was tried and convicted of grand larceny, and sen-
tenced to state prison for three years in 1854. 1 served out
every hour of my sentence. I was sixteen years old when sex-
tenced. He says: I trust the time I have spent in prison will
not be wholly lost. About two years since, my mind and feelings
experienced a great change. This was produced, I think, by
reading Baxter’s Saint’s Rest ; from that time, I trust I have some
serious cencern for my soul’s salvation. From that time, I have
acquired moral strength, and I purpose, the Lord being my keeper
to cleave to Him with purpose of heart. I beg the Association
to find some employment for me. This interesting young man
soon obtained employment, and unto this date is doing well.

No 28. Had spent one year in the penitentiary, on charge Of‘ i
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stealing. He calls on the Association, and says he served out kis
term; he comes out without home, money or friends. He has an -
offer of constant work, with a respectable merchant in could
he reach that city. We obtained for him a free passage, al;d sup-
plied him with suitable clothing, and a trifle to sustain him for a
few days there. He appeared to feel very grateful for the aid
and assistance rendered him by the Association. .

No. 29 was convicted, on his own confession, of burglary in the
third degree, and sentenced to Sing Sing prison for three years
and ten months.

HF says: I served out the whole term. I do not think that
punishments produce reformation. I hope and believe that my
mind has been more healthily employed the last two years than
before. I have read and thought more than I used to do. Inow
honestly desire, and fervently pray, the great Teacher will daily

| give me more strength, and a willing heart, that I may fear and
[ love Him. ¢
1 shall be finally saved.

I humbly hope to be kept in the right path, and that

We were instrumental in sending him away in the country,
where we know he is doing well. ' ’
The Association regards this case as one of unusual interest,

{ and are delighted with the result thus far.

No. 30 had been in the penitentiary the last three months for

an alleged assault and battery.

He says he went to the theater ; took three glasses of liquor;

| saw double; felt ugly; struck an officer ; was arrested and sent

up. Forgive me this once; I will do so no more.

_The Association enabled him to reach the residence of his
f{uends by steamboat. He appeared to feel very thankful for the
timely aid afforded him.

No. 31 was arraigned in court of General Sessions, on an indict-
ment for felonious assault and battery with intent to kill. He
was tried, convicted, and sentenced to Sing Sing for five years.

He says: I was a seaman all my life, and came from Liverpool.
'l"he quarrel between me and the complainant began ten years
smc'e. We had not met since, until on this occasion, when the old
fe§]mgs, s0 long smothered, again revived. The conflict was cer-
taml‘y a rough one. We were both terribly punished. It is well
we did not kill each other. I have no fault to find with the prison.
Tam not in love with it, rely on my word. I shall try hard to
avoid it in future.

He was influenced by the Association to visit Rev. Chas. Jones,




[Assemery

of the Mariner’s church, who kindly introduced him to a decent
boarding house, where no liquor is kept or sold. Previous to his
leaving us, we administered to him the temperance pledge. On
the following day he visited the Association again, and under the
influence of very excited and ugly feelings. He had been to see
the person who had charge of his clothing, most of which had been
stolen, He threatened to kill the man by whom he had been rob-
bed, wherever he met him. We found it difficult to divert him
from his purpose. The next day he comes to see us again, and,
as he says, a very different and altered man. At a prayer meet.
ing last night, it seemed to him as though the Almighty. had. come
down and cut him up fore and aft. For the first time in his life
he felt afraid of the black book, death and hell. He wept as he
never wept before, After this, he felt all was peace. He now
forgave every one. e hoped never to forget the change. We
got him shipped. He is doing well. i

No. 32 was convicted of grand larceny, on her own confession,
and sentenced for two years to Sing Sing prison.

_She says: This was my first offense. There isi I feel, one ad-
vantange to be derived from confinement in a prison. We ha}ve
time to think, to contrast the past with the present, andlwhllst
we are forced away from our old companions and bad habits, we
may, if led and strengthened by good moral influences, purpose
to do well in the future. I cannot say that T am changed by re-
‘ligious principles; yet I think 1 have undergone some sort of
‘change for the better.

The Association provided her a situation, where she 'sem.\red the
approval of ‘the entire family. Her conduct was unobjectionable.

No. 33 had spent two years in the State prison, for an alleged
grand larceny. He worked in the file shop; was not showered or
punished for bad conduct whilst there; he tried to behave well,
and this job was easy, as thére was no rum t? be had. But for
liquor he never would have been sent to prison. l.E{e says the
‘mate was more in fault than himself. They came into port on
Tyesday at noon. Some of the passengers wer}t on shore, leaving
their baggage in the cabins. During the evening ‘I saw the mate
examining a small trunk, at the same time taking out several
gmall articles; a few of the least value he gave to me. On the
following morning there was a great noise about the' missing pro-
perty, when the mate handed me $10 to leave the ship. ) T was ar
ested in Water street, and subsequently tried and punished.

The "Association introduced him to a gentleman who procm‘ed

- him a ship.

| sought solace in the bottle.
E with stealing a watch from a man sleeping in the same room he
b had occupied.
| excuse himself since, that he was drunk and scarecely responsible
| for his conduct.
f mising to abstain from their use absolutely and altogether.

1357-57

No. 34, from the penitentiary, says three months there has
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taught him something. He thinks he shall never respect himself

again. THe feels there is about a prison that which degrades a
man. It was my first visit; I swear it shall be the last.

The Association provided him with work.

No. 35 was convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced for three

\ months to the penitentiary. He says: Could my poor mother
" have seen me there in a convict’s dress, sworn at, cowhided and

in every way disgraced, she would have almost wept blood.
The Association sent him to work in the country.

No. 36 calls on the Association, expressing a strong desire to

- reach his friends, 150 miles in the country. He says he some time

since lost his wife; he was very much distressed in mind, and
Under its influence he was charged

The watch was found upon him. He has tried to
He now regrets the cause and its effects, pro-

The Association were enabled to get him a free passage home.
No. 37 was an inmate of the State prison two years and six

f wonths, for an alleged grand larceny. He says the complainant
§ end himself were on terms of great intimacy. The attempt was

of a very trifling character. The court wasunnecessarily sevlete,b
and especially as his old friend had no desire to see him punished.

He applies to the Association, asking them to assist him to
reach Fall river. This we accomplished.

No. 38 and 39 were each convicted of grand larceny, stealing
| clothing valued at $30, and sentenced to Sing Sing prison for two

years. They served out the term, and secured the approbation
of the matron and officers of the prison.

The one calls on the Association to say that she shall feel unfeign-
edly thankful for the loan of a few dollars, to enable her to buya
stove and other little articles, that she and her friend may com-
mence house-keeping. She has two little boys in the Nursery, .
and cannot now live (as she says) without them. -

The Association rendered them as much pecuniary aid as their
resources would admit. Their conduct since their release has

‘been uniformly good.

No. 39 was employed by a family to do a day’s washing, s fow
weeks since. In the act of walking down a flight of basement
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stairs backwards, with a kettle of boiling water, fell, drawing it
after her. She was so seriously scalded as to render it necessary
to convey her to the hospital. After great suffering for three
weeks, she expired.

No. 40 was aided by the Association some months since. He
calls this morning to say he is now on board ship; that he has re.
formed, and especially uuder the christain influence of Rev. C.J.
Jones, since which he has paid most of his old debts, and will pay
the Association what they kindly lent him. He says he felt it his
duty to call and say this much.

No. 41. Was discharged from prison in June, 1852, after spend-
ing two years on a charge of burglary in the third degree. He
has since married, and has a family of two children. On the
whole, he has much to be grateful for. He is a stone cutter by
trade, but now out of employment ; he has crawled along until now
—want drives, or he would not be here to-day. His family need
food, and he knew of none so likely to help him as the Associa-
tion. We expressed our utter inability to help him, as his cir-
cumstances required. He felt as though he had Some strong
claim on us; the State having placed at our disposal, as he had

been led to believe, a large fund for the relief of discharged convicts.
We found it a difficult task to remove this erroneous impression.
The Association advanced him several small sums to keep his
family from threatened starvation, until business improved.
. No. 42. Was convicted, on his own confession, of grand larceny,

and sentenced to Sing Sing prison two years. He says he was
seventeen years old when arrested ; this was my first offense, and
I should not have committed this, but that the complainant induced
me to drink three glasses of brandy with him. He requested me
to fetch him a bottle of brandy, and desired me to take a gold
dollar from his pants that were hanging up. I found there a hand-
ful of gold coin, and helped myself ; was arrested, helplessly drunk,
next morning, with a portion of the money in niy possession. We
both lived in the same house, and boarded together. I regret
the past, and hope to do better. The Association provided him
with employment. ’

No. 43. Had been tried and convicted of petit larceny, and
gentenced by the court of special sessions for six months to the
penitentiary. When taken back to the Tombs, previous to the

arrival of the (Maria) conveyance, she expressed her surprise at-

the decision and verdict of the court, but she evinced great anxi-
ety that she should lose her furniture, worth, as she represented,

- not there ; the messenger had failed to convey it hither.

t recommended to call ‘on the Association.
' before justice Welsh, and a search warrant was placed in the
hands of an officer, and the furniture removed to a room adjoin-
§ ing the police court.
L the judge to order the furniture to be given up to the complain-
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at least $200 ; as there was no one being left to take care of it:

- She begged the matron to befriend her, and to take charge of it;

at this moment, the runner or messenger of the prison appeared,
and offered to see to her goods, and fetch them to the matron.
1t was deemed most prudent to permit her to go to her home, in
the custody of an officer of the establishment, that she might
supervise the packing of said furniture, &o. On the following

- day she was sent to the penitentiary, but with her mind much

relieved, believing her furniture would be safe in the care of the
matron. On her release from prison, after the expiration of her
sentence, she applied to the matron for her property, but it was
He was
Under these circumstances, she was
The case was brought

seen, but denied having it.

Witnesses testified to such facts as induced

ant, and the defendant to be held to answer in bonds of $500.

This case was taken by counsel before one of the judges of the
supreme court, who granted a writ of certiorari, returnable before
the city judge. His Honor heard the case at the Chambers, and
rendered the following decision:

I have examined all the affidavits and warrant issued against
the within named Edward Smith, for grand larceny, and find that
1o legal offense has been committed by him; the most that can be:
said is, that it is a private fraud, and as such, is not an indictable
offense. I therefore direct that the said Edward Smith be dis-
charged from said complaint, and his recognizance, if any, be

b cancelled.

New Yorxk, Feb. 13, 1858. et

Although the Association was not successﬂﬁ‘ in retulmyg the
whole of the property belonging to this unfortunate woman,’it was
instrumental in preventing a wholesale private fraud, as he was
compelled to give up that portion of the furniture found in his
possession, and which had been so surreptitiously obtained.

The woman expressed her warmest thanks for the interest
shown by the Association in her behalf.

This same messenger was detected by the Association, through
its agent, in extorting $50 from a prisoner, under the promise of
providing him bail, and securing his discharge. The district
attorney was consulted, and there being an mdlsposr.txon on the
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part of the prisoner and his wife to appear against him, it was
deemed advisable to regard it as a private fraud.
No. 44. Had spent six months in the penitentiary for an alleged
_assault and battery, on complaint- of his wife. He says he had
been married to her for thirteen years; the first eleven years were
passed pretty comfortable, but not so the last two years. She
had a son by a former husband, and he was unsteady. At length
he went on a whaling voyage. She looked for his return with great
delight. He did return, and was welcomed to our home and hearts,
He told his mother one of the owners was from home, and conse-
quently his wages could not be paid then, that he would be paid
off omshis going back to New Bedford. After staying with us two
weeks, he left us for the avowed purpose of going for the moncy
due him, which was $350. That sum he promised to loan to us
to commence a small business.
a few days, but we saw him no more. Several letters were writ-
ten him, and the only intelligence sent us was, that he had received
his pay and had left. His mother was nigh broken-hearted; she
sought solace in the bottle, and became a sot; and whilst T was
. in the penitentiary, she died drunk. When I was released, I

repaired to my home, and nearly every article of furniture had
been sold by my two little boys, who managed to live on the pro-
ceeds. When all was gone, and they were in want, the younger
was sent to. Randall’s Island. My elder boy was out of employment.

We are to-day without bread or means to procure it. The Asso-
ciation rendered him assistance until he obtained employment.

No. 45 calls, on his discharge from Sing Sing prison, after serv-
ing out a sentence.of two years. He says, one night, after going
to the theater, he, accompanied by two other youths, went to 8
drinking saloon. During the night they were all arrested on
charge of burglary ; twenty-four bottles of champaigne, a few cigars
and two pistols had been stolen. They were tried and convicted
of burglary in the third degree, and sentenced, the younger to the
House of Refuge, the elder to State prison for two years and three
months, and myself for two years. He worked in the file shop-

He says he feels very sorry for his past conduct. His father
and mother died whilst he was in prison. He hasno doubtbut his
vices and crimes broke his poor mother’s heart, and the grey hairs
of his suffering father were brought with sorrow to the grave.

He seems penitent for the past, and resolutely determined t0
avoid every evil way, and especially the theater, drinking saloons,
and bad company. '

We expected him to return within "
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The history of this poor erring boy, and the mental anguishof*
his whole family—the result of his wandering.from the right path -
—were familiar to the Association.

‘We have the greatest confidence in this youth’s determination
to do well. He soon obtained a situation, and now conducts him-
self with uniform propriety; but a vivid sense of his past faults,
and their consequences to his family, are eating, like a canker, at
his heart’s core; hence he cannot live out half his days.
youth, may his end be peace.

No. 46 was convicted of burglary in the third degree, and sen-
tenced to Sing Sing prison for three years.

He says he was born in Brooklyn ; his mother died when he was
young; he had no one to.care for him then ; he became wild and
reckless; he left New York with -the intention of going on a
whaling voyage ; in Sag Harbor he was found drunk; under its
influence they say the burglary was committed.

“ When I left the prison this morning, with six ‘dollars and
eighty cents to begin the world anew, I resolved to come without
delay to the office of the Association, hoping you will provide me
employment. I was induced, three months since, to give my heart
to God. To-day I still purpose, by the divine blessing, to abstain:
from the very appearance of evil. At once, if the church will
accept me, I will present myself as a member, earnestly praying
that I may be enabled by the grace of God, to adorn the doctrine
of God, my Savior, in all things.”

This case we regarded with some hopes. He wasintroduced to
a christian minister, and subsequently to employment. He is now
doing well, and striving to be useful.

No. 47 says he left the penitentiary this morning, after being
there four months, on charge of stealing a ham. Want of work
drove him to great suffering; he was very hungry, and had asked
for food, “but no man gave unto him;” he stole the ham, and
would have taken an hundred just then.

The Association urged him to cease to do evil.
relieved, and he was sent into the country.

No. 48 was convieted of grand larceny, and sentenced, by the
recorder, to State prison for three years.

He calls to-day on the Association, and says this was not his
ﬁfst offence ; he had been a wicked, disorderly boy. His mother
died when he was an infant, and his father was a drunkard. Some
people say there is no place like home, but his was a very wretched
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one.' "Often ‘was he driven to a rum hole, or-a theater, where hLe
could be kept warm and forget his miseries. He never went to
school ; he says he has learned more the last three years than he
ever learned in his whole life. 'When he was restored to liberty,
he hastened on to , where he obtained work until the 24th of
December last, when he-was discharged, the business being dull.

He calls now on the Association, and asks to be sent to Penn-
sylvania, confidently believing he can there obtain employment.
Through a kind friend he was sent on, as desired.

-No. 49, on her own confession, was convicted and sentenced to
Sing Sing prison for two years, on charge of grand larceny.

She says she could not at present return to her native town.
The matron advised her to throw herself on the sympathy and
protection of the Prison Association.

She was placed in a situation without delay, at-$5 per month.
There she behaved well; was sober, honest and industrious.
Her wages she kept until she possessed the means to reach her
home. The Association wrote to her friends. They invited and
urged her return, promising her a hearty welcome.

No. 50 was convicted of forgery in the fourth degree. He being
a youth, and’ evidently inexperienced in crime, the Association
wrote to his former employers in a distaut city. They certified
to his good conduct whilst he was in their employ. These letters

were submitted to the court, which influenced the recorder to be

lenient towards him. Instead of sending him to State prison, he
was sent to the penitentiary for twelve months.

« He calls on us now to present his sincere thanks for being in-
strumental in saving him from the brand of a Sing Sing convict,
and to say he hopes to avoid bad company in the future; then
shall he be able to look after his best interests.

We advised his immediate return to his bome, to the residence
of his parents, and especially as they knew notof his disgrace.
Hereluctantly, and yet thankfully, availed himselfof a free passage,
after the Association had clothed him decently. - His greatest fear
was to meet his mother. '

No. 51, on his own confession, was convicted of grand larceny.
He was sentenced for two years to Sing Sing prison.

He says, up to this time he was regarded as a young man of
high moral tone. He had lent money to a man whom he believed
to- be honest, but in the end he found, to his bitter experience,
that his hard earnings were all lost—he had cajoled him out of
the sum he had lent. In a paroxysm of anger, he went and . took
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some property which he believed to have been purchased witi: his;
money, and for which he was punished. . s

This young man was enabled, by the Associatlon, to go v?eét
and is now doing well. o

No. 52. Was convicted of burglary in the third degree, and;
sentenced to State prison for two years. This young man calls,
on the Association, after the expiration of his sentence, and asks;
pecuniary aid, by which means he may be enabled to go south.
He is the son pious parents, members and officers of a chfistian‘
church.  He says if he had followed their counsels and examples,.
all would have been well; but he despised remonstrance and‘b
reproof, and formed evil associations, which brought him to ruin.:
He regrets the past, and pledges himself to avoid the first step in
the wrong direction. The Association advanced him the sum
rz?quired to enable him to reach the place named. It is our hap;
piness to know that he.is now doing weil.

No. 53. Calls on the Association, and says: I was tried and.
convicted of burglary in the third degree, and sentenced to state
prison for ten years. After being a prisoner nearly three years,
.the Jjudge who tried me was convinced of my innocence—like a
Jjust judge, he immediately applied to the executive to pardon
me. I was released, and although only an act of justice, I‘Yfeel
thankful to our good govermdr. My object in calling, he says, on
the Association, is to beg of them, if it be possible, to send me on

" to Massachusetts. He was introduced to the chairman of the

executive board, who happened at that moment to enter the office.
He was instrumental in sending him on at a reduced fare, and
which he himself paid. . : . '

No. 54. . Was convicted of assault and battery, with . intent to
do some bodily harm, and sentenced to Sing Sing for two years
and six months. I shall never forget that my sentence was a very
severe one. -Drink  was the cause of this quarrel ; my prosecutor
abused me most shamefully. Whether he struck me first I know.
not, but in the muss, I threw a pitcher at him. I think the pun-
ishment inflicted by the court on me should have been divided
between us, that wonld most certainly. be fair play. He says‘I—
now resolve to drink no more liquor; then I expect never to find
myself in such a miserable plight again. The Association were . |
enabled to put this man to work, and he is now doing well. ]

No. 55. Was sentenced to state prison for two years; he so con-
ducted himself there,. as to secure . the approval of all the officers.
He says he, was guilty of grand larceny, but that it was his first
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oﬁ'enge ;-he seems sincere in his purposes, that it shall be the lzst:
He doubted.the truths of the bible vfntllAthe last ﬁftefzn mon.t S35
should nothing ‘more result from his being confined in a pnsorl;i
he thinks his change of mind will more: than compens.atef forfa
he-has suffered, and that was considerable. Th? As:socla.twu ur-
nished him with suitable garm]ents, thten sent him into the coun-
i ced him to employment.
tryI\’Iin:(;n;;;:uconvicted of fwo burglaries, and sentenced to
state prison for twenty-one years. He served out every h(:;:r
of his sentence. He says he is a shoema!(er by trade. On‘ e
evening of these robberies, a m&m,.an entn.‘e stranger, ?ami into
" his house to get his boots temporarily re‘palred-, and whilst was
at work upon them, he talked of the fh!‘ﬁcultles (‘>f the Ia.bornig
poor, and the selfishness of the rich, until I was envious andl rlxear y
crazy ; being very poor at that time, the result of se\"er; hossei
tand other circumstances. When the boots were repaired he pu
them on, and then urged me to go out and take a dnnl::. E comn-
Vplied: we took several glasses. On our return, he sald,‘ .Iam
going( to raise the wind;” he asked me to accompany him; we
walked until twelve o’clock, when he showed .me what: he was
about to do. I went with him, and we .dld the jobs D:g
- after the other, but we were arristed, tried anfi ser;lter]xcn
 for twenty-one years. 1 was used tolérably well during the long
> vere punishment. f
': :]e;‘vno(;f ::z ::ay to }l——, but my baggage is at the pier, and th;y
. demand of me $3.25 as freight, and I hgve not enoug}{‘;o f;‘)?‘r h;
3 My poor, faithful wife has gone on; what sh'fxll 1 doid T e 1;1 dghe
—; agent was seen, and the circumstances. partially tol hlm,Aa o e
: kindly permitted him to take away his baggage. The : ssn i
< tion then rendered him some pecuniary l'fe!p, and }1e wzut toh e
way, not rejoicing, (for he never \.mll rejoice .again,) : 1111 3 zan-
ful that he had found a friend in his need. The poor fellow
no];i)as;"ll.m:lgg‘ed seventeen, was sentenced to the state prison, on
cbarg.e of grand larceny, for two years and three month;.dl]llz
behaved well, and escaped extra punishment. ) He says ha he
remained in Germany, he must have served in the army, a

and that to him was most horrible. And then he had heard of

the great prosperity of this country, *that go.ld g.re“(r1 thlcl;lzz
every tree,” that labor was abundant, 8.zc. His fr}en sfena .
him to pay his passage. When he arrived, (a friend romh "
native town came with him,) they possessed but $4.00 eac!

This was my first offense. Iam
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begin the W:i' B/ -Some decent looking imaj

on their artival, and offered to condtict them to &

After being there three days, their monéy was all gone. Hayvi

a good stock of clothes in their chests, they were permitted to
remain the next four days, when they were unceremoniously put
out, but their trunks were kept as a security for their board.
They soon began to be in want ; his friend was taken sick and
went to Belevue. I wasdesperately put to it ; under this trial,
I saw a watch hanging up in a liquor store, and my necessilies
urged me to take it. [ yielded to the temptation, was arrested
and punished. I hope never to be in such distress again, for no
one knows what he would do when in such 3 condition, without
home, money or friends. The Association deeply sympathized
with this youth ; all the circumstances avere known to them. His
story was trae to the letter, Employment was provided for him,
and he is now doing well; we have a confident’ hope he will yet
live to be respected, and become respectable. .

No. 68 was tried and convicted of assault and battery with in-
tent to kill, and sentenced to Sing Sing for seven years, :
He worked in shook shop whilst there. His hand was caught
in the machinery, two of his fingers and a portion of his thumb

and hand were torn off, and he disabled for life.

He calls here to-day and says he received a sovere punishment
for the offense; but for strong drink it never could have hap-
pened. At a liquor store he and several others quarrelled; from
words they went to blows, when he found himself on the ground
or floor, and two men whipping him. He drew out his knife and
cut one of them, for which he was punished for seven long years.
He comes out to-day, after a long captivity, with $4, a crushed
and almost ruired man.

The Association labored industriously to find him work, but
were unsuccessful, he being crippled in the hand. A trifle .of |
money was advanced him, and subsequently a hand cart was fur-
nished him. He is now peddling and doing comfortably. He -
often calls to show himself, and express his grateful thanks for
what has been done for him. !

No. 59, when fifteen years of age, and in. this country but a few
weeks, a stranger to the English language, was induced by one of |
his own countrymen to leave the work in which he was then en- |
gaged, and go to live with him, on promise of doing better for -
him. He accompanied this bad fellow to commit a_burglary.
They were both taken, tried and sentenced to Sing Sing prison,
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i
‘the éw‘eﬁven years, and the bog ears and ‘six
gribRedsl ibeing there nine years and four months the latter

waé pardon He now has employment, and ishard at work and

i ell. ) .
d,oi\?f ZG wae charged with grand larceny. When arraigned she

could nr speak English, and was advised to Plead guilty, not
“knowi-& the consequence of such a p.lea. The s:mpl‘e artlessness
of 4is young woman, with an infant in her arms, excne‘d the sym-
pathy of all who saw her. The judge had no alternative but to
sentence her to Sing Sing prison for two years.

"After she had been consigned to prison, some doubts arose in
the minds of several persons connected with the court, of her
guilt. Al the facts were collected and submitted to the Gover-
‘nor. Subsequently the District Attorney wrote a strong letter in
her behalf, which reflected credit to his head and heart. When
the application was again urged, Executive clemency was bestowed
upon her. ’ . )

She called on the Association, with many tears expressing her
unfeigned thanks to those friends who had thought of her and
procured her restoration to liberty.  The Association wrote to her
husband, wlo was at a remote distance from this eity, informing
bim of the pardon. - He sent $30, praying she might be sent on to
him, '

Her child, aged sixteen months, taken from her when she was
‘sentenced, and sent to Mrs. Callack, (to be nursed), by the ten
governors, we ascertained died of consumption. This was a sad
“blow to this suffering woman ; her mental anguish was apparently
insupportable. :

The Association were enabled to collect her furniture together,
which was sent on after her. She left New York and regained
her husband. We trust she may recover her health and cheerful-
ness, but fear concerning her. .

*Né. 61 was convicted of receiving stolen goods.

She was born in Ireland; came to this country; married a very

" intemperate man, a tailor. This foolish step induced all her fa..m-
ily to discard her. She says her husband’s intemperate ha'blts
brought on an incurable disease. Whilst be was in the hospital,
-his sister called in one day with a basket, and requested to leave
“it with her for a few days. She had taken its contents out and
placed them in a drawer. When she went to market she used the
_basket, which was recognized by a gentleman. An officer was

called ; she refused to tell how it came into- her possession; her -
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place was sedrched, and the clothing found and identified: by the
person now her prosecutor. (1 -

After spending two years in Sing Sing, she calls nn the Associ-
ation. A situation was soon provided for her, where she is doing
well.  The family think highly of her, and have increased her
wages.

Her husband and two-of her children died whilst she was in

prison,

No. 62 was convicted of burglary in the third degree, and sen-
tenced to Sing Sing prison for two years.

He says this was his first offense. He was out of work and in
want, or he would not have done this wrong act. We advised
him, on his release, to leave New York. The Association obtained
for him a free passage to —-——, where we hear he is hard at
work and doing well, Two shirts and suitable working clothes
were furnished him. .

No. 63 was tried and convicted of arson in the third degree,
and sentenced to Sing Sing prison for seven years. - He served
out the whole term. :

He says: I was used pretty well, on the whole. I had hoped
to procure a pardon from the Executive, not only because the
Jjury strongly recommended me to mercy, but because I was not
guilty of the crime for which I was punished. T am a married
man, and have one child, nine years old, I bope to see him to-
morrow. My wife, with whom I had lived for more than three
years on terms of reciprocal affection, visited me but once while
I was an inmate of the prison. I know nothing of her now. My
apprehensions are excited about her.

This poor unfortunate fellow felt disposed and determined to
return to his former place of residence, there to live and show
that he was not guilty of the alleged offense. He is now em-
ployed, with-cheering prospects for the future.

No. 64 calls on the Association, and asks the loan of $2, to en-

able Lim to reach the country, where he feels certain of getting 1

employment, and having relatives there. He left the penitentiary
this morning, after being confined three months, for an alleged as-
sault and battery. He says he came to New York to find work ;
went into a saloon to get a drink, where he was grossly insulted
by a drunken man. He punished him for it; he richly deserved
the whipping he received; “ but,” he adds, “T think it best to
avoid ail such places. I will cease to drink, and keep away from
saloons.”. The Association enabled hin to reach the country.,
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No: 65 was convicted, on his own confession, of gan attempt of
grand larceny. The complainant recommended him to the mercy
of the court, and for these reasons : The stolen property had all
been restored ; it was his first offense ; he had manifested great
penitence for the wrong done, and would, it was confidently
boped, never be guilty of another dishonest act.

In this case the Association had shown an active interest; hence
he was sentenced to the City prison for three months only.

After his release the following letter was received from him:
To the Agent of the Prison Jssociation :

Dear sir—Allow me to address you a few lines respecting the
late unfortunate era of my life. You are aware that I wickedly
lost sight of the commandment, “ Thou shalt not steal,” and that
1 yielded to the temptation, and appropriated property of my em-
ployers to my own use, for which offense I was justly committed
to prisen, there to await trial on a charge of grand larceny, but
which, through their means, was so modified as to allow me to
plead to an attempt, for whieh I sincerely thanked them. Butto
you, my dear sir, are my heartfelt thanks due, for your untiring
exertions in my behalf. But for your efforts I should ‘most pro-
bably have been an inmate of the State prison, instead of being
allowed to breathe the ¥rex, pure, fresh air of heaven. Oh, how
many reasons have I to be thankful to Him, * from whom ne secrets
are hid,” that in my utmost need he caused me to find inyou such
a firm and steadfast friend!

But though free from prison, my punishment is not yet over.
Tt is difficult at the present time even for those who have the best
of characters to proeure situations. How much more difficult f(?r
the man who has just emerged from prison, a bankrupt, both in
character and reputation? Did but one-half of those en the verge
of crime, reflect and picture to their mind’s eye the ultimate eon-
sequences of such a false step, there would, I think, be fewer ca}]-
didates for our prisons. I trust by God’s help I have profited in

" more things than one by my indiseretion. ]
The only way I can show my gratitude for your past kmdfwss,
- 38 by a strong determiration throughout my future life to d? right.
And now accept the thanks and blessings of myself, my wife, my
.child, and rest assured, that in our supplications t? s the Most
High,” your name is not forgotten. May the blessings of God
rest upon you and yours, and prosper you in your notzle work,
:.and grant that in your journey through life, you may enjoy more
happiness than generally falls to the lot of man. And when your
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race is run, may you be gathered in peace to the bosom of Him
who said, “I was sick and ye visited me; I was in prison and ye
came unto me. Inasmuch as ye have done it unto ore of the least
of these, ye have done it unto me,” is the sincere and fervent
prayer of .
Dear Sir, gratefully yours, .

No. 66. Was convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced to Sing
Sing for two years. After serving out the whole term, she was
discharged, and under tHe advice of ‘the matron, she calls on the
Association, begging we would procure her a situation. Her
case was regarded as of a very hopeful character, and we assisted
her in procuring decent clothing, &c., and promptly provided her
a place with an excellent family. She is doing very well.

No. 67. Was arraigned in the court of general sessions, on
charge of grand larceny ; stealing thirty-five dollars. The use of
strong drink had induced her to commit this larceny. She refused
to plead ; was tried and sentenced for three years to Sing Sing
prison, She calls at our office on her - discharge, expressing her
sorrow for the past, and a determination to avoid the rock on
which she had so fatally wrecked. We obtained a place for heraway
in the country. She is industrious and consistent, and will con-
tinue to do well all the time she abstains from drink.

No. 68. Calls on the Association to say he was discharged from
Sing Sing prison in October last, since. which he has worked on a
farm, Three weeks since he was induced to come to New York.
Here he obtained work up to last Saturday, when some one told
his employer that he had been in Sing Sing prison, and he was
paid off and discharged. We advised him to leave the city and
never return; he adopted our advice, and we enabled him to
leave forthwith,

No. 69. Was arrested in New York, and tried for grand lar-
ceny, was convicted, and sentenced to Sing Sing prison-for two
years. On his release, he calls on the Association, and says he is
a shoemaker by trade; his business was injurious to his health.
His wife sickened and died ; then all seemed to go wrong. He
was unable to follow his trade; he gave it up and engaged to

: work on a canal boat at twenty-two dollars per month. He

worked the season, five months, when he was discharged. My
employer represented that he could not pay me all my wages, it
having been an unprofitable season, and he wished me to throw
off thirty dollars from the balance then due me, which was eighty-
five dollars. I refused, and commenced suit ageinst him-for its
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recovery. He put it off again ‘and again, and at length it was
referred by the court to a referee. Tlost my wages. It drove
me to “despair, and I drank myself nearly mad. In one of these
crazy fits, I jumped upon a saddled horse which had been fagt.
ened to a post in the street, and drove away. [ sold the horseat
the first place I reached, for sixty dollars, and spent the money
I-know not how. I was soon detected ar}d punished. Trouble
drove me to drink, and drink drove me to ruin and disgrace; but
T am not without hope that it will wotk together for my good.
Sir, T am an altered man ; I have considered my ways. I am now
sober, and by the help of God, will never touch the first drop of
maddening drink. He was in a very bad state of health, and it
was deemed most practicable to secure him, at least for a short
time, admission to a hospital. -

No. 70. Was convicted of grand larceny, on her own confession,
and sentenced for two years to Sing Sing prison. She says:
« When T first went to live at this place, my character was very
good, and for several months it remained so, until T becallne
very familiarly acquainted with one in the house \VhOSe'llabltS
were very bad. I soon followed that example, and especially as
regards dress, and visiting those whose external appearance were
superior to my own. My wages were inadequate to gratify my
pride, hence I began to pilfer, and at length I was charged with
stealing a gold watch and chain from my employer, valued at
$150, a silk dress pattern, and several other articles, and I was
arrested, when the whole of the articles were restored except the
gold watch. )

The uniform practice of the Association is to ascertain of the
accused, immediately on their arrest, the whereabouts of the sto-
len property, and, if possible, to influence its restoration. The
interrogatory was put to this poer girl: Was not‘the w.atch
restored? Shereplied, No. Didyoupledgeit? No. Did you inno
way dispose of it? No. Then you must now have it. She wgpt

. and replied, I know where it is; I wish I had never t‘kaen it;
I will never, no, never be guilty of such wickedness again. Are
you sincere? she said, with copious tears. I am. Then fet?h
me that watch. She left our office and soon returned with it
Tt was our pleasure, on thanksgiving day, torestore the complainant
his valuable gold watch. He appeared very much gratified, and
. thanked us very heartily. .

We then suggested the propriety of making her some reward
for this evidence of her contrition and reformation, and urged
him, now that all his property had been restored, that he make

. gotten and bitter experience of the past.”
| lieveis, and will manifest itself to be, of a very permanent character.
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. her some acknowledgment, and especially as such a step on his
© part, would encourage her in her purposes to do better. He ¢on-
. ceded that she should be so rewarded, and promised to call. We

have, subsequent to this interview, sent him the watch key, with
a fow lines reminding him of his engagement, but no reward as
yet reached this office. v

We are glad to hear testimony to the excellent character of
this young woman since her discharge from prison. She resides
with a family who are acquainted with her case and degradation,
and who now delight to witness daily, her uniform, moral con-
duct. Her employers, when speaking of her, say, ** would to God
all our help everywhere were like her, except in her never to be for-
Her reformation we be-

The above cases exhibit the class and character of thcse per-
sons with whom we daily come in contact. Many discharged
prisoners from our State prisons, county jails, penitentiaries, and

| various courts, come to us prostrated in character, mind, body
: and estate, and all requiring advice, admonition and counsel, and
they apply to us, hungry and almost naked, without friend or

home. With small means, well husbanded, we have done our best

to relieve the pressing necessities of the most abject of them.

E  We have given bread to the starving, and such garments as were

sent us by the kindness of friends, were cheerfully bestowed.
The greatest caution has been observed. We could not relieve

f them all, and therefore we gave special attention to alleviating
f the distresses of those whose reformation we had strong hopes of
j effecting. The indolent and apparently incorrigible, with the con-
| firmed inebriate, bave been sent empty away. . As a fixed rule,

we hold it impossible to help those who cannot or will not help

themselves.

Your agent, in concluding his report, feels it to be his duty to

acknowledge that the ever-watchful providence of Almighty God
f has crowned the feeble efforts of the Association with astonishing
| success, far beyond all expectation. 0
| labor faithfully in this work; and while we are doirg the Lord a
| service, what pleasure do we ourselves experience in the knowledge

It is our blessed privilege to

of the fact that we have been, in His mercy, the humble instru-
ments of raising up so many miserabie creatures who were: cast
down. Let us then thank God and take courage.
With sentiments of high regard,
I am, dear sir, yours respectfully, R
© """ 'ABRAHAM BEAL.




AN AcT

"T0 incorporate the Prison Association of New York, passed
: May 9, 1846, by a two third vote.

The people of the State of New York, represented in Senate and
Assembly do enact as follows : '

§ 1. Allsuch persons as now are and hereafter shall become mem-
bers to the said Association, pursuant to the Constitution thereof,
shall and are hereby constituted a body corporate by the name of
“The Prison Association of New York,” and by that name have
the powers that by the third title of the eighteenth chapter of
the first part of the Revised Statutes, are declared to belong to

every corporation; and shall be, capable of purchasing, holding, |

and conveying any estate, real or personal, for the use of said
corporation :  Provided, such real estate shall never exceed the
yearly value of ten thousand dollars, nor be applied to any
purpose other than those for which this corporation 18 founded.

§ 2. The estate and concerns of said corporation shall be man-
aged and conducted by its executive committee, in conformity to
the Coustitution of the said corporation; and the followingarticles
that now form the Constitution of the Association shall continue
to be the fundamental laws and Constitution thereof, subject to
alteration in the mode therein prescribed.

Articie L

The objects of the Association shall be,

1. .The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whether
detained for trial, or finally convicted, or as witnesses:

2. The improvement of prison discipline, and the government
of prisons, whether for cities, or counties, or States:

3. The support and encouragement of reformed convicts after
their discharge, by affording them the means of obtaining an honest
livelihood, and sustaining them in their efforts at reform.

) Arrice IL

The officers of the society shall be, a president four vice-presi
dents, a recording secretary, a corresponding secretary, and @
treasurer, and there shall be the following committees, viz: &
finance committee, a committee on detentions, a committee on dis
cipline, & committee on discharged comvicts, and an executive
committee.

ArticLe ITI.

The officers named in the preceding article shall be ex officio
members of the executive.committee, who shall choose one of their
number to be chairman thereof. ’
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AxrticLe 1V,

The executive committee shall meet once in each month, and
keep regular minutes of their proceedings. They shall have a

; genera.l superintendence and direction of the affairs of the society,
E .nd shall annually report to the society all their proceedings, and
b such other matters as shall be likely to advance the ends of the
E Association. ’

ArticLe V. .
The society shall meet annually in the city of New York, at

i such time and place as the executive committee shall appoint and

at such other times as the president, or, in his absence, one of the

vice-presidents, shall designate.

ArticLe VI
Any person contributing annually to the funds of .the Assoi;;af

f tion, shall, during such contribution, be a member thereof. .A

contribution of five hundred dollars shall constitute a life patron;
a contribution of one hundred dollars an honorary member of the

¢ cxeoutive committee for life; and a contribution of twenty-five

dollars shall. constitute a member of the Association for life.
Honorary and corresponding members may from time te time be

f oppointed by the executive committee.

Axrticre VIL :

A female department shall be formed, consisting of such females:
a3 shall be selected by the executive committee, who shall have.
charge of the interest and welfare of prisoners of their sex, under-
such regulations as the executive committee shall adopt.

Arricne VIIL

The officers of the Assocation shall be chosen annually-at the
annual meeting, at which time such persons may be elected hon-
erary members as shall have rendered essential -service to the
cause of prison discipline.

ArricLx IX.

. Any society having the same objects in view may become auxil-
iary to this Association by contributing tc its funds and codperat-
Ing with it. - :

ArticLe X.

The executivé committee shall have power to add to any of the
standing committees such persons, as in their opinion, may be like-
ly to promote the objects of the society; and shall have power to
fill any vacancy which may occur in any of the offices of the Asso-
ciation, intermediate the annual meetings.

Articie X1

This Constitution may be amended by a vote of the majority of
the society, at any meoting thereof, provided notice of the amend
ment has been given at the next preceding meeting. o
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The officers elected for the current year under the Constitution
shall continue to be the officers thereof until others shall be duly
chosen in their places. )

And it is hereby further enacted, that no manager of saig
society shall receive any compensation for his services.

 § 3. The said executive committee shall have power to establish
a work-house in the county of New York, and in their discretion
to receive and take into the work-house all such persons as shall
be taken up and committed as vagrants or disorderly persons, in
said city, as the court of general sessions, of the peace, or the

[Assemmny

caurt of special sessions, or the court of oyer and terminer,in |

said county, or any police magistrate, or the commissioner of the
alms-house, may deem proper objects; -and the said executive com
mittee shall have the same powers to keep, detain, employ and
govern the said persons, as are now by law conferred on the keep.
ers of the bridewell or penitentiary in said city.

§ 4. The said executive committee may, from time to time, make
by-laws, ordinances and regulations, relative to the management
and disposition of the estate and concerns of said Association,
and the management, government, instruction, discipline, and

employment of the persons so as aforesaid committed to the. said §

. work-house, not contrary to law, as they may deem proper; and
may appoint such officers, agents and servants, as they may deem
necessary, to transact the business of the said Association, and
may designate their duties. And the said executive commmittee §
shall make an annual report to the Legislature, and to the cor- |

poration of the city of New York, of the number of persons §

received by them into said work-house, the disposition which shall ]
be made of them by instructing or employing them therein, the §
receipts and expenditures of said executive committee, and gene-
rally all such facts and particulars as may exhibit the operations §
of the said Association. j
§ 5. The said executive committee shall have power, during the §
minority of any of the persons so committed to the said work- J
house, to bind out the said persons, so being minors as aforesaid, §
as apprentices or servants, with their consent, during their minor-
ity, to sucl persons, and at such places, to learn such proper trades §
and employments, as in their judgment will be most conducive to J
their reformation and amendient, and future bencfit and advan- §
tage of such persons, : |
§ 6. The said executive committee, by such commitees as they §
shall from time to time appoint, shall have power, and it shall be !
their duty, to visit, inspect and examine, all the prisons in the’
State, and annually report to the Legislature, their state and con-
dition, and all such ather things in regard to them as may enable |
the Legislature to perfect their government and discipline. And’
to enable them to execute the powers and perform the duties
hereliy granted and imposed, they shall possess all the powers |
and authority, that by the twenty-fourth section of title first,
chapter third, part fourth of the Revised Statutes, are vested in ]
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E the inspectors of county prisons; and the duties of the keepers
- of each prison that they may examine, shall be the same in rela-
- tion to them as in the section aforesaid are imposed on the keep-

ers of such prisons i_n relation to the inspectors thereof : Provided
that no spch examination or inspection of any prison shall be’
made until an order for that purpose, to be grahted by the chan-

L cellor of this State, or one of the judges of supreme court, or by

a vice-chancellor or circuit judge, or by the first judge of the

. county in which the prison to be examined shall be situated, shall
[ first have been had and obtained, which order -shall specii'y the

name of the prison to be examined, the names of the persons,
5
whom the examination is to

StaTE oF NEw Yorg; ¥ ©F

o In Senate, May 8, 1846. }
This bill having been read the third time, two-thirds of all the’

members elected to the Senate voting in favor thereof, ’ ’
Resolved, That the bill do pass. ’
By order of the Senate, A. GARDNER, President.
Stare or New Yorxg,

S ) In Assembly, April 24, 1846. %
This bill having been read the third time, and two-thirds of all

the members elected to the Assembly voting in favor thereof,
Resolved, That the bill do pass. = !
By order of the Assembly.

WM. C. CRAIN, or.
Approved this 9th day of May, Speaker.

1846 SILAS WRIGHT.
StaTE oF NEw Yorxg,

. : Secretary’s Office. §

I have compared-the preceding with an original law of file in
this office; and do certify, that the same is a correct transeript-
therefrom, and of the whole of said original. :

In testimony whereof T have hereunto affixed the seal of this
office at the city of Albany, the fifteenth day of May, in the year’
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-six.

fr. s.| ARCH’D CAMPBELL, Dep: Sec. of State. -
Revisep Startues, Pare IV, Chap.3, Title 1.
. _§24‘ It shall be the duty of the keepers of each of the said
prisons to admit the said inspector, or any one of them into
tvery part of such prison; to exhibit to them, on demand, all the
books, papers, documents and accounts pertaining to the prison
o o the persons confined therein; and to render them every’
Utht'er facility in their power, to enable them to discharge the
duties above prescribed. And for the purpose of obtaining the
lecessary information, to enable them to make such report as is
thove required, the said inspectors shall have power to examine on
tath, to be administered by either of the said inspectors, any of
the officers of the said prisons, and to converse with any of the
prsoners confined therein, without the presence of the kespers

i} thereof or any of them.




BY-LAWS.

I. There shall be a stated meeting of the exequtive committes
on the fourth Monday of each month, and a §pecm1 meeting sh;al]
be held at any time, on the requisition of either ot: the standing
committees, or the chairman of the executive committee; or chair
man of any standing committee. i .

II. At every meeting of the executive committee, stated or spe-
cial, the attendance of five members shall be necessary to consti-
tute uorum, 3

utIIIa.L (';Fhe order of business at every stated meeting shall be as
lows:
ol 1. The reading and adoption of the minutes of the last pre-
ceding meeting. . . . .
. Reports from the standing committees in the ordex" in which
they are named in the Constitution of the Society.
. Reports from female department.
. Reports from the corresponding secretary.
. Reports from the special committees.
. Motions and resolutions. .

The business first in order at a special meeting shall be the
subject for the consideration of which the meeting shall have been
called ;@and no other subject shall be brought before the meeting,
except with the consent of a majority of the members present.

IV. The chairman shall nominate and appoint all special com-
mittees, and no person nominated by him shall be excused, unless
upon reasons, assigned by him, that shall be approved by the
meeting; but a chairman pro tem, shall not have such -power,
unless authorized by the meeting. R

V. The chairman shall decide all questions of order, subject to
an appeal, and the rules of order shall be the same, so far as they
are applicable, as those of the House of Assembly of the Legisla-
ture of New York. .

VI. It shall be the duty of the finance committee : X

1. To receive and pay over to the treasurer of the society all
moneys received, either as donations or fo}' memb.ersh)ps.

2. To audit, and direct the payment of all bills against the
society in such manner and forms as they shall direct,
but no bill shall be paid by the treasurer unless app_roved
by the committee and countersigneéd by the chairman
thereof. .

3. To invest and control the surplus moneys of the society,
under the authority of the executive committee.
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4. To have power, under the same authority, to employ one
or more agents to obtain members and collect subscrip-
tions to the society; and it shall be their duty to make
a report, at each monthly meeting, of their proceedings
and those of their agents. :

5. To annually examine and report upon the treasurer’s
accounts, and to audit the same.

VII. The following shall be the duties of the committee on
detentions : .

1. To enquire into the causes of commitment of all persons
detained for trial, or as witnesses, in any of the prisons
of the cities of New York and Brooklyn, and to adopt
proper measures for procuring the discharge of such as
shall appear to be entitled thereto.

2. To visit frequently the prisons under their charge, and to
endeavor to improve the condition of the prisoners, by
training them to habits of cleanliness and exercise; by
securing to them comfortable accommodations, having a
regard to space, light and temperature; by procuring
for them suitable employment ; by providing them with
books, or other means of mental occupation; by secur-
ing such a separation and classification as shall preserve
the young, the innocent, and the less hardened, from the
contaminating intercourse of the more depraved; by
obtaining for them honest and able legal advice; and
generally, by bringing all practical, moral, and religious
influence to operate upon their minds.

VIIL It shall be the duty of the committee on discharged convicts :

1. Under the anthority of the executive committes to employ
an agent for the relief and aid of discharged convicts,
and for the performance of its daily routine of duties,
whose place of business-shall be at the general office of
the Association.

2. To keep a record of all commitments to our State prisons,
and New York and Kings county prisons, of the crime
of which each person was convicted, of the date of his
commitment and discharge, and all other important
information thereto appertaining,

3. To open a correspondence with the prison agents or super-
intendents, relative to the character and trades of pri-
soners, and to ascertain previous to the discharge of each
prisoner, his feelings, views and capabilities, with a view
to making the best arrangements for his future employ-
ment,

4. To keep a record of all persons who will employ dis-
charged prisoners, and of their several occupations; to
Pprocure employment for prisoners applying therefor, as
seems best adapted to the capacity of each; to hold a
correspondence with employers; to keep-a record of the
behavior and prospects of those for whom places are
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