VICKI BAUM

uly 9th 1944

Don darling,

What's left of me after working every night until
seven in the morning to finish that darn story for Womsns Home Companion, is
huddled in front of this machine now, trying to write some letters, but it iust
won't do. I finished it though, it stinks, periocd. Monday, July 17th I'm off
for Mexiceo, will stay there until August X8th and return by way of Yucatan
New Orlesns. September 24 or so should find me in New York. Please, keep that
Juscious tan of yoursfor me, I like beaﬁtiful masculine torsos and will make

you many expert cempliments. This, being sort of a business letter, I'll

(im tactfully skip the more personal and erotic facets of your life, but WL%h you

oA

the vany flrst Grade A in every respect.) My address in Mexico 1s 176 Avenida

4///“i?%“0hapultepec %nd I'd like to hear from you. Anything I shall bring you from

"ﬁﬁj} there ? i

Love, as ever
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August 8th 1944

Don, my darling, It's too bad your lelter reached me just after
ny return from a feW days in ngxpg now I'11l never get back there and

4 e Hoctnrs s Loig, THY o
in this town I can't get the sort of ring you want, No hay, 3ut I 11

1 Awlies ! 4.«2.14'7,
write to Sprattling and see what gives, Altogether 1t seems to me ‘that
he doesn't make so many of #he his good old designs any more but
it's all pretty commercialized and dripping h&th profits, While you
get yourself that dazzling torso and everything that goes with it,
my puny efforts at similar r.sults in Acapulco gave me nothing but a #k
sick liver, a sunburn and two fevers at one and the same time,S till
and &ll, this is a dern nice cq@ountry and I would enjoy it even more
if I wouldn't be hit by a chill and a temperature every second day
at four o ' clock sharp, just like one of those reserved yet plctoresqw
characters your friend Maugham knows so well to depict, Look here, 1

(Q'M MO-aM-MMW'JVQ&Mf/A

does the ring, if it should ever emanize, arrive there at a
certain date or shall I bring it olong September 2d and save you the
guty on it¥ I'm too goddam lazy to write more, especially on this erazy |

and alien typewriter and ¥ith the sort of headache 1'm having.
We'll b tter sling the bull dbut real good when L get to town again,

T'm glad .verything is running well in your life Tor a change-
hold on to those strong nands with the awéhnspiring circhimference

if you can




VICKI BAUM

May 1lth, 1946

Dear Mrs. Newburgers:

Torgive me if T'm not spelling your name
correctly, I didn't quite get it over the telephone,
Here is a little request: the photostat of that article
about the o0ld silver mill didn't arrive yet; could you
take the trouble and find out what's the matter with 1t?
I suppose whatever expenses will arise of such photostatic
prints, Doubledays can pay Tor me for the time being and

if they want to can deduct it from my account with them,

.Thanks a lot, most sinverely yours
YD)
- mayOQAf Lt
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June B, 1946

Tioap Mige Bauug

Your Jebbar to Mes Lwberger referring
to the photostat ef the articls on the
old silwer nill hes been tuwrned ower to me.

B hopa »mm Wy this tine yon bave mmﬁw&.

ke I eemb 4t out bto you hy firet olass
matl sy goon as T recedved 1i, whiech wae
abhout three weeks ago. £ am alfyadd I
cen't tell you the emwect date ou whioh &b
wag neiled heomuse I fooliehly 4id not
gend o cevering letber with 1.

I8 the photostel bas arcived, won'd you plesse
let me kngw, If not, T Wil see thab s
duplisete is send onb sg soon sz powsible.

Elncerdly rours,

Egcretary to Mr. Klder

Wiss Vicki Baua
2477 Canyon-Dak Beive
Hollywood 28, Califommie




o VICKI BAUM

September 4th 1946

Nelson, you dear old charmer,

thanks for your very
good letter and for thinking of me in connection with the Plazats ideas
and doubtlessly very juiey and scandalous records, As for dolng something
with the stuff- well, I remember having danced several hundred years ago

to a tune that went: She didn't say yes
She didn't say no-

and that's the condition in which T find myself at the moment. You see,
. my health has been quite a problem for more than two years and all my
valiaht efforts at keeping the nose to the grindstone only produced
trash; pretty remunar@&ﬁm trash, thatts true, but plain trash neverthe-
less, Now, after endless pllgrimages from doctor to quack and baek, the
mediecs seem to come up with a fairly safe diagnosis; seems I injured
a little something in my spine or meck a few years ago anﬁ the damn
thing keeps pressing on a nerve and causing me no end of pain., S0, end
of this month I'll know, or the doctors will know, if , whether and when |
they'll operate on me. Then welll see 1f I feel like working again and
then we can talk the thing over, i take it from your letter that there
is no particular hurry aﬁout it. Generally speaking, research between
other peoplets. bedsheets isntt exactly my'line, as I always held the
opinion that my fellow citizenst fornication is strictly their own busi-
ness, And I certainly wouldn't like to write another pileve of hotel fictiam?
if, on the other hand, I could write an amusing, gossipy and sincere story
about the Plaza, I wouldn't be averse to it., I must tell you guite ffankly,
that I#d only do it if T can be sure to make a good piece of money with

i1t, because that's what Itll need in the coming years,




The fact is that we'tre having a pretty rugged time Just now,
My boy, Wolfgang,‘the one you know, has been alling for more than ten years
now and that has always been eabting big holés into my financial reserves.
Since a few month he and his wife came out to‘live with us and prepare him
for a rather ticklish operation that 1s going to be performed day after |
tomorrow, In the best of caS@s, this will keep him an invalid for at least
a year; but 1f this op@ratlon should fail to cure him, he!ll be unable
to do any regular work for the rest Of hls life. Well, N@lson, I haventt
talked to anyone about this; neither the boy nor my husband know how
matters stand, and I wouldn't write you about it, if I:didnft always
count on your friendship, But it seems to me that I'11 have to get busy
- and provide for a modest amount of securlty for ﬁhe boy and his family,
as lohg as my writing still holds any ﬁalue on the market. Otherwise T
shouldnt't be so. greedy. However, if you should feel like glVJng me more
details on that Plaza stuff, I'll probably have Tim@ to fhink about it
while in the hospital.

The movie people don't treat me one way or another, as I
broke comnections with them many years ago. ﬁecently I did a little Job
for them, but it didn't amount to much and was‘sheer=agony,‘aS-always.
- That sort of literary streetwalking takes more ta1@n£s7than'1vpossess.
My younger bqy, a nice slx-foot captain,returned from Europe without
a swatch, after having served as a countefspy, and having ruled over one
third of Germany without swiping a single crown Jewel, the dope. He is
a very fine horseman and a ments man alfogethar and I think youtd like
him, Now youtve all my news and you must forgive me that on the wholeX
they are not as hilarious as I'd like them to be.

I hope that everything goes splendidly with you

affectionately as ever o

\/ K‘ AN &L'ﬂ
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C.N. HILTON, PRESIDENT

PROMOTION & PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT
THE PLAZA - FIFTH AVENUE AT 59714 STREET
NEW YORK 19, NEW YORK

Serge Obolensky, Director October 29, 194.6

Miss Lillian F, Robins

Secretary to Mr. Doubleday

Doubleday & Company, Inc.

1/ West 49th Street, Rockefeller Center
New York 20, New York

Dear Miss Robins:

I have been away and just returned so your letter
of October 1llth has remained unanswered until now. I was indeed
sorry to hear that Mr. Doubleday has been ill and I hope he is
completely well again. Please give him my regards.

I wish to inform you that we would be delighted to
have Vicki Baum write a novel on The Plaza. She is an excellent
writer and we feel that it is to be a great success. Naturally, we
would cooperate fully in giving her all the information she would like
to have. The members of our staff who have been here for meny years,
like a couple of the assistant menagers, can give her msny fascinating
stories that would be very interesting for her book. It could be very
Vamusing, gossipy, and sincere" as you very ably put it, and I think
would be a real success.

Naturally, we are anxious to get it started as soon
as possible and would appreciate if you would kindly tell Mies Baum
how pleased we will be to cooperate in every way.

Yours very sincerely,

SergeWbolensky ‘
Vice Pregident




VICKI BAUM

Don, my darling, bthis is to gay welcome home and I would have rolled out
the red carpet for you, if not the public display of this illoyal color would
meke mepligible for deportation. Anyway, you are probably more in the blulsh
shades {just now; that's at least how L alwgys feel when coﬁing back from
one of my Gipsy wenderings. Takes me about four weeks of frequent trips to
the teilet , whigh is the only place where one mey enjoy a little cry in pri-
vabe. Or maybe I'm 511 wrong and you're happy as a lark to be back and lording
it over all your slaves at the Doubleday offices? Did you write, or at least
gtart to write, or at least plan to ﬁriteqywur beok? And if so, how did it,
or will itgturn out? Are you pleased with yaurselﬁ% Can you cook the besgt
>8paghetti and pasta scivta in the world by now? Did you change from hard
liguor to Chianti and what does it do to your health and character? How did
you find Maugham and with whom are you in love at present?l can't recommand
you an available barber for the latbter purpose, bub a very lovable halrdresser
from, I think, Tolede.There are a thousand things I want to know from you
and about you, and I can assure you thabt I was missing you like all hell, only
T was btoo tactful to disturb your conscience with my moanings and shed all
my tears smilingly and in secret.

Will youlfr at least be in New York wheh T get there by the end of
X April? Oh, and to be very selfigh: T am wrangling with the State depart-
ment about a passport, they took my good, dear old one away during the war.
T want bo go to Portugal and Spain for a vacation and afterwards see some
friends and publishers in various countries overthere. So, I do need a letter
from Doubledays, stating that my btrip to Furope is highly necessary and worth-
while, that I've got to make studies and collect maberial for my next book
and that I have to renew my contracts and connections which had been inter—
rupbed by the war, Also, could either Molly Ryan or Robing( I don't quite

remember which of the two always did such things in the most charming manner)




find out for me if the Spenish snd Portugal Congulates are amenable and
agreeable in the way of giving a dublous character like me gome visa? We
don't have these consulates outvw@stﬁ and T won't go into palpitations
before I may be sure that I'1) get those visas.

And ag soon as the Tirst rush of emotions is over, will you
take the time to drop me a line?

Affectionately

L

<




Baptenber 10, 1946

Dany Viekis

Just the briefest note to schuowledge

with much thankse yours of the fourth to
lelson. It seems odd, bul Just when it
arrived, snd I read aboul your bupending
oparation sud your son's, Heleon himselfl
wes having an appendix removed! So it
will ‘e & couple of wesks perhaps befove
he will be dictating o reprly to you., He
is doing splendidly, ut needs to be kept
down for a blt, sod that »ill reslly be &
tough Job,

Heanwhile, your letter is wmost interesting
snd I am traly sorry for your troubles. I'm
Tthinking good® for you.

Bwer yours,

Mises Vieki Baum,
464, Bellefentaine Blreet,
Pagadens, Csllfornisn.

1fe




VICKI BAUM

September 17th 1946

Dear Nelson,

I Just heard from Robble that you had to g£0 and

have your appendix out,Now, 01ld Webster claims that an appendix is
'that which 1s added as supplementalt!, so all you did is deduct
Jit again, and Ireally hope 1t wasn't too much pain and tréuble'
and youtll be on your toes soon again. We may, shake haﬁds, as my
boy was operated on last week and I'm going up to San Franeciseco
to have the medics see if théy won't operate on me soon, too, I'm
practically living at the hospital for the time being and I wish you
that the one where you are doesn't smell like the one out here,
Out here, we hit on a seven day adventlst place which means no
smoking, no booze, no meat, no tea, no coffee and none of the things
nurses are sald to be dolng in other hospitals with young internes
and the more attractive 6nes of thelr patients. Instead of it much
praying, singing of hymns and a first class surgeon,

Having developed inte a bedpanhandler and brow-cooler of high
degrees, I wish I could be there and do one or the other for you
or clown the time awéy for you as I'm doing here for my boy. But
I can see you surrounded é@ many too many friends already and
showered with more flowers than the poor nurses can handle; so, all
that's left to mé is thinking of you with all good wishes gng
fullest sympathy - | '

as ever yours




Hy desr Uolonel Obolenskys

ira Doubledsy's been having rather a bad time

of 1t in hospital for remcval of & bad 8 pendix,

a4 you say hnow, sod le still not aveilable fop
fall time atienticn Lo buslness detail, He hag
asked me Lo write you about the proposed book om0
the Fleza Hotel. 1 think he fold you that he

hoped o get soweone like Vilaki Beum, who wrote
"Grand lotel" among many otbes-wgll, known titles.
He has ssked me to say thet we have heayrd From her,
that we think she nay be interssted eventually, but
she hopes thare 1s no grest hurry sbout o deolslion.
At the moment she too nas 1llwwss in the family,
which preveats her more or less Proa geelny olearly
too far abesd on her writing asslgopents. Bhe indleates
thet research into obher people’s lLives is not exaotly -

An bew line! but she is such an exoellent ariter that

we feel sure she could work out the sort of hookthat
rould be required. Bhe suggests that she would not
be averse Lo scnsidering the ariting an “amusing,
gosslpy, sinosre story sbout the Plaze® apd 1 am
wondering if you have any definite idess on the
subject, that you sould put down in a letter, for

me to pass along, somebhing 4o indioate & iittle
more clearly what you may lave in wind for the Flasa
story?

Bincerely yours,

OLERICE Ok LHE LBEZIDEWL

Seoretary te Mr. Doubledoy

Colonel Serge Ubolensky, w
D

Plaze Hotel, *»% .
57¢h and Pifth Avenue, Oy leg k?gw .

dew York, N ¥,
Ify
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Cotober 11, 1946,

Dear Viesis “h

Just a brief note to say that 1t isn't the
rocking ohairts gobt him, bul hospitalsl

it was & blasted bed aypendiz end he'y
getling on, bub slowly, snd there seems

need Lo care and close observetlon eto.

ate, and thinge. Your letter hosa't been
ansvered hecauss I went off for a vecation
myself, the first in several yesrs, so
everything was held over. On Hadnesday

4 went over things briefly with Nelson and

he was delighted =ith your letier, but most
regrotinl that your smon, sand perhaps you too
by this time, bave to go through some of that
bedpunitie, especially swful where there'ls no
sacking, boosze or whatnot..next time you, and
Helson meet, what yorns you can swep,

N

L
desnwnlle, we'll see what further ideas develop e
on the plan for the Plaze book. \ oA

\

. !
Ever yours, |
' /
/

#igs Viewl Baunm,
464 BellePonteine SBtreet,
Pagadera, California,

OELEICE Ok LHE LUBERIDEML

1€r.




Hovemrar 6, 1946

Desr Colovel Oholensky:

¥r. Doubleday is gtill 411 end at home, I am
sorry te suy, and I think it mavr be severs)
weeks before he 18 up and alout sgsin,

T shewed e vour Iatter of Cotebtar
ghent the rosglbilitry of Yieki Psum doing the
Plnze bock, =nd he acked ze, in his ~toence,
te turn over the entire ﬂ&*f"w to M, Gibaen,
Toam dofng thet dmmedintely, apd %,
will *hen follow through mgrh WA s
yenrgalf,

Eincoraly ~ours,

solonel. Serge el Lsélukj,
Fifth Avenue st SUth Siruast,
'fi@"ﬁ' :&‘,32”1{ 1@ I i\!qt‘{u

OkLICE Ok LHE LEERIDEWL




VICKI BAUM

January 2oth 1947

Dear Don, how are you, how was the trip, how's

everything al good old Doubledays etcetera? Let me have a little

word, will you® Itts done meZ%orld~0f good to see yourand the
rub-down you gave me has had its devilish effect, I drammed a
considerable amouhﬁ%:f research Into the last weeksiand tonight
I'll sqguat down wi trepidation and start on the first chapter of
that mastefful, vibranty tenderly ironic, shiyveringly exciting.

novel:"Headless fingell

Now I do want three things from you, my pet: namely,

the money that should have amagged in the Doubleday till for me

during 1946, Secondly, a copy of\" Lidga Bailey" which should help
&
me with the general atmosphere of an selfsame period in which

my Asngel loses her head, And third ébme idea about what with the
Plaza people? I want to come to New Yoékﬁaround March 20th and if
Y

I dont't stay at the Plaza under the pretQYt of collecting material,

I'1l have to wheedle the St Moritz manager yinto letting me have
some crib in the old bordello. Also, Itd like to know whether Rosie

would be in New York and available for shop ﬁ 1k at the time I 'm

planing to get there, as no one can midwife %{ ddeas as well as
she does; pretty egotistycal, aintt I- but sbﬂx@nows that T111

gladly do the same for her, %
Well, here goes- Now I111l take my quilt té hand and begin

3
swcating it out. So Jong and all my love k)

kY
kY

as ever 3
w . ~ V

{ /fm %fff/&/




Janusry 27, L94T

Dear Vickis

4 have aryived back in Mew York safely, and am hard at
work leading & sobep and ladustrious life, which has ibs sompensations
bub is apt bo be 8 litble boring.

I have had snother sparing maboh with the people at the
Flagn, and while they have not definitely commited themeelves, they
seom Lo be willing to entertain the ldes of the book you want to write,
rabher than the novel whioch they had in miod. I also told then that it
would sosb them aboub $25,000.00, They dldn*t even blink at this, but
they did want %o know if they could shore in the revenus of the book
in orvder to pay off that Investment.

. A% now eomes to & mabtor of working oub the details, I
think they would probably Like to have a share of the book royalties,
and the motdon pleture and other subsidiary rights, with & view to
getting back some of thely money eventually., 1 cen understend thelr
pgﬁn’b; and I should think that a Lfifty-Lfifty split would probsbly suit
thom,

I also osked them v Libbtle bit more about the nature of the
materdal they could provide, and since they svemed a little vague about
this, 4 suspest there would be sonsiderable resesrch lovolved for you,
and that the materdal would probebly not be leld before you veady to
wee. Singe your resesrsh time while you are here will be limited, I
bhought & should warn you aboub this. These people reslly do not seem
gcvkmw any ideas on how books are wrilbten snd how much tlme research
LAKGH .

IL you etlll feel like going ahead, won't you let me know
how you feel about dividing bthe revenue, or make any counter proposal
that seans ressonsble Lo you, J will tell them just what you want me
Lo, sinoe my only alm s bo get you as much money as possibla,

1 have dlsoussed the matter in Book Meeting, and we are gquibe
willing to do bhe book as we know you will do a good one,

I am in extienely good health. In fact, I feel much better
than I have lu a year, and bhe vest I had in Qalifornls really did me &
ot of goods L hope you are feellng betbter, and that everythlng is golog
well with Wolfgang. It was lovely o see you, and thanks e lot for ene
tertaining me. With love to you and all the family.

Ag evar ¥

DBt hom ' Dovald B, Blder




VICKI BAUM

Hollywood , February &4 , 1947

Dear D on,

I'm just baking off enough time from this confounded goddamn—ed
job of creative writing to drep you a line. I'm glad you are doing so
well and thanks for peddling my bnsin@sé with the Plaza people. . If we
get'to nake a contract at all I think a fair suggestion would be that they
get a fifty percent share in my royalties m nd picture rights until their

payment to me is paid off , but not more than paid off, I don't kno- w

whetﬁer I make myself clear but what T mean to say is that I don't want
to be “the Plaza people's dear libtle dark horse on which they might pro-
bably even make a profit . Of course, my fear that half of my royalties
could amqunt to more than twentyfive thousand Dollars will seem to you
J_rather'exaggeréked; probably your b&ok meebing decided to go ahead on the.
damu thing on the off\chance of_pdssi?ly selling ten thougand coples.
HOWeV@r,if a book like that is‘publj;;. enough -~ a thing the Plaza people
would have to do in their own inté%%T/;s well a8 in wine - gome movie
prﬂduder might get a notion to buy it for hundredthousand dollars, and ,
hnatﬁr&lly; then I want mogt of the gravy after doing all the work. .

In the meantime I wrote to the St, Moritz for a reservation for

around March 20th ; when I am im New York it's gtill time for me to see

whether there is any material about the Plaza which I could use.




So I got Clarinda sltting at her grave and remembering the time she
met Jode Matia ~Felipe Contreras Gontce de las Fuentes. A n d isn't
she & n-aughty naughty girl!. My neck hurts like seven hells when I'm
writing and I wonder whether it is the same class of pains gentlemen in

thelr seventies complain of when trying to have a last affair with a

lively chorus girl.




i"&hml"y 3k, LO47

Dear Golonel Obhelensky:

I have had a letter from Vieki Baunm,
in which she agrees ln principle to your having
8 50% share in royalties and motion pleture righte
witil your payment to her is paid off, abt which
time all révenve veverts to her. She would ask
$25,5000,00 for wrltlng the book,

Misa Baum is coming to New York
around March 20th, and ab thab time she would
- be willing to exemios the materdal to see if
she feels there iz o good book in ib, I am
sure you will agree that it 1o best for her
to look over the possibilities of the maberisl
before anyone makes & definlte decision,

Singerely yours,

Donald B, Hider
DR sham

Golonel, Serge Ubelensky
Plaze Hotel

5bh Avenue and 59th Street
New York, Ne Y.




Pebruary 13, 1947

Dear Vieki:

I have written to the FPlaga
stating the proposlition, and 1 will let
you konow when I hear from them.

Bl o ,
Mearwhilé, L enclose a sbabe-
ment and o check, covering royaliles %o
Hovember 1, 1946

1 hope you are feeling better,
and that the typewpiter doesn’t glve you
pains in the neck. My love to all.

fours,

Donald By Elder
DEEeham
¥iss Vieki Baum

2677 Canyon Oak Drlve
Los Angeles 28, talifornla
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C.N. HILTON, PRESIDENT

PROMOTION & PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT
THE PLAZA . FIFTH AVENUE AT 597H STREET
NEW YORK 19, NEW YORK

Serge Obolensky, Director Februax'y 1 4" 19 47

Mr. Donald B. Elder
Doubleday & Company, Inc.
14 West 49th Street
Rockefeller Center

New York 20, New York

Dear Mr. Elder:

Many thenks for your favor of February 1lth
in which you state that Vicki Beum agrees to our having a
50 per cent share in royalties and motion picture rights.

I would be delighted to talk things over with
Miss Baum when she arrives in New York about March 20th,
and I would sppreciate very much if you would let me know
at that time when I will be able to see her.

With best regards and meny thanks, I am
Yours sincerely, .

Serge Obolensky
Vice Pregident




I111 arive by March 21lth andgﬁope you'll call me at the

&
old 5t Moritz Brdello, In\%f@ meantime I have toﬁﬁ%k Doubleday's to do me a great

favor. I want to be back ingﬁqglywood on or %y“ﬁnd May leb and L understand
reservations out of New York ar;\hard to gaf. Could someone start now to get me

that reservation? Preferably on the \%ﬁ%ior the éuper chief, a roomette. If that -
o
can't be dome, a roomette on the Soqﬁﬁa%g Pacific. Only as a last resort would I

N
have a compartment— if nv roomeﬁ@e avamlﬁk]am on one of those through tT&lnS,
F
5
which consist of the oﬁgoletefﬁars of the
¢

£
just godawful. Dlease, ye§3€and thanks!

214 Penngylvanlia hamlﬁ&oad and are

f -
& I'8e bes
g e

of my novel is wrlttf?ﬁhnd fairly rewritten, too, E&'ﬂ drippijg sex in the most

ha good girl and sbout one third

tasteless way, but Qaybu its going to get better by an&\by.

N\

;ff Love, so long %\\N&




VICKI BAUM

Hollywood, March 12th 1947

Dear Miss Mignot,

Many thanks for your letter- I have a round trip
ticket with the UNION PACIFIC and am arriving at Grand

Central Station. I hope IIm not troubling you too much.

Yours sincerely

P
gt

-/ -
\f Y . % ) )
j Wy? {fr g‘iﬁk ka’ w\é&/ﬂ&/&‘}\f!d\\wﬁ :




Sugust B, 1947

Daer Tokis

T wonder 1f you hava recelyed my Long handweltten serawl felle
Ing you of my plens o go Lo Dawrope, T an cnglovs o hesr fron you since
T would 1ike to get some worl fone on the book before I leave. T hove to
write some copy ond while T now the story as you have told 4t to we, I
dontt know the charscters’ nemes nor any changes which you might have made
in 1t while wyiting 1t,

T wondar 4Ff you aould led me hewe a peage synopsls which glves
the chayacters' names sud covers any ohenges you have nnt slready told me
about, '

1711 write you more Inter. Tt seems now that I am salling Bap»
terber 1lth.

Wth love,

Donedd B, Mder
s 00

Hisg Vieki Baum
Oalle Hapuel Doblado
P

Gusnajusto, &, 6, 0,
Mexd oo




February 17, 1947

Deay Viekl:

The Plaza psople tell me thal they
~will be delighted to talle things over with
you when you areive in hew York, bub they

haven't made any oubtright offer. I have a
huneh that 1€ you find the material futerw
sabing enough, thers won't be much diffi

culty about the deal.

I hope everything is going well,

Hith love,

Donald B. Blder

DB ham

Wies Vieki Bauw
277 Canyon Oak Drive
Los Angeles 28, California




August 21, 1947

Rear Vieki:

. I recelved your long synopsis,

" and-thank you very much. I am sorry I hed

to ask you for it, and I reslly didn't need

~such d-lotlg one. I shall return it to you
after I hay& finished with 1t.

L amn auffaring from every kind
of anxiety In the world beceuse I am involved
in ell kinds of preparetions for going away.
But I suppose I shall calm down some after
I gst on the boat. I shell let you know bow
averybhing is.

With love,

bPonald B. Elder
han

Bigs Vickd Baum
Gﬁile Manuel Doblado
#5z
Guanaguata, G. G. 0.
MEXICO

P. 8. I don't want te limit you bteo much
on length, but 1t would be nice if
you could keep 1t within 1230,000
words.
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Please send one copy each of HEADLESS ANGEL tog

Miss Hede M, Hirschbach
119 West 87th Street
New York &4, N.Y.

Mme, Flsie Jellinek
152 West H7th Street
New York 19, N.,Y.

Mrs. Johanna Moeller
262 Jericho Turnpike
Floral Park, TL.T., N.Y.

Miss Louilse Tong
9421 Wilshire Boulevard
Beverly Hills, California
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VICKI BAUM

Yeptember 21
Dear Ken,

I Just came back from a be&uﬁiful and most necessary two weeks' vacation
in Guatemala and found your letter which exploded with a hollow bang under my
work-worn behind. Frankly, I don't think I will be able to let you have the
manuseript oﬁ the exact date of October 16th, although it will be in your hands
not mueh later. I might say that the book ls finished; however T ha@%fto bring
s little humimmmm,diétance and pergpective between me and my opus before I can
do the necessary cutbing, shaving off, cleaning up and general editing. T anm
at it right nOWfbut the mere gquestion of getting it copled will delay the
deglivery. Uncle Don gave me quite s shock when he tried to limit me to 120,000
words , just after I had written some 800,000 of them, every single one a Jewel
of proae and penetrabing hisbtorical insight., While you may remember that I
like to cub my stories and am not a bit soft with myself, I don't belive I\\
can bring it down to 120,000 words without damaging whatever quality this |

égﬁv%ﬁ' stuff might have. T have an idea that even with the most vigurous cutbing |
';iit will be somewhere between 150- and 200,000 wordg, and you better be
prepared for that. Don't you think you can put it on your list even
though you won't get it by the middle of October? After all, the thing is
written and by doing all the edibing myself I'm saving your pepple a lot Qf time
and effort. The btitle, as you know, should be "Headless Angel"; it's a most
appealing mixture of sizzling romance i;ik veny exact and authentic historical

facts, and if you can't squeeze it into one of the book clubs you just ain't the

men I believe you to be.

We are anticipating as all hell and I think Ruthle will give Tibby a personal
andjitaijed report ag soon ag we know more aboubt the contents of the bulge. In
the meantime, give little Dale a nice hug from me and let me know what's what.

Ag ever,

Yours, affectionately, . s

\/M e




Deér@st Ken, - /
you should receive the last batch of part TI e&ﬁﬁef Monday or Tues—
day as it hag been in the mail since Saturday. Howgéer, T just discovered
that through some oversight of my‘copyist, thesegﬁ%gea haven't been sent
along. As they are the most boring part of thejbovel, please, don't read
them separately bul pub them in where they balvng and then read the whole

thing .in siccession. T dareﬁay that it mighfi be possible to cub this

chapter a little; however, I found it very necessary to give all the Latin
doings a somewhat deeper perspective by &ésoribing a 1little of the ¥mxbkm
contemporary North American scene too, {iso to round out Robert Quaile's

character. I have a faint idea that yju expected an amusing and light-

hearted novel, but things just di@n'.;happen that way, and all of this
Tlater part is,word by word and mctif; by action, taken from authentical
historical reports of myewitnesseL5 

T would like to gebl a finfi geript ready for you for thg printer
but I am expecting for that yopﬁ "earping points" and whatever Suggéﬁtions
aboyt further eubé you might | éve._ As you know, most of the stuff I sent
you T had no time to look thirough for btyping mistakes aﬁd misundarsténdings
and I'1lw have to get anofher copy ready for you. I'd suggest that you
send me one o&ithe cnpie?/iou have thene‘with gome of your ldeas and xswmkms
remarkstand let me go of%r it once move, dammit.

» ‘Thanks and muaZ/love and, of courseg I'm very anxious to get your

final reactions on th¢ whole thing.
. !

/ - ‘
/ Yours, always

// WM

/




Beptember 206th, 1947

‘ Eﬁav Fickis

Phank you for your wonderdul le;%ear, and
¥ cerbainly cun understand that you
wouldn 't care to cub many of those jewele
1lke words filled with penetrabing o
Wlatorical insight. Let's agree that
the manuseript will be between 150,000

S and 200,000 words. Bub let's hold 1t
“bo thab becwuse we are {lehting to keep
book prices at a reasonable level.

- Believe me, I shell work. like a flend

to get your book inte a book clubs. It
- egertainly belongs there. How to expedite
that 1ittle matber, do you suppose you
“oan send me an original and a carbon go

- that we can put one through for copy

© editing while Mr. Beeoroft is consider-

dng the other.

© We love the title, HEADLESS mcm,, am
- we have a stunning jacket.

- Very, very best wishes ko youg

Yours 3

s Ken McCormick =~
KieC:DE .

Miss Vieki Baum

2L7T Canyon Oak Drive
Hodlywood, California




Doubleday & Coe, Ine. L4 W 49h St., NIC

, October 6, 1947
Eﬁ;w Viceki Baum
2477 Canyon Oak Drive
Los Angsles, Gallfornia
DEAR VIOKI., JOHN BEECROFT BOLTOR OF LITERARY GUILD I35 BAILY IN REEX}\ OF MARCH
SELECTION. HE. WILL HAVE PO CHOOSE IT IN THe NEXT WEEK OR TEN DAYS.,  HAVE ¥Ou )
ANY SORT OF MANUSCRIFT WHICH WOULD GIVE HIM A NODION OF WHAT THE SLORY WILL
BE WHEN FINALLY CUT?  PLEASE CALL ME TUHSDAY COLLECT 50 THAT I OAN MORE FULLY
EXPLAIN THE PROBLEM AND DISBCUSS wﬁm WOULD HELP HIM MAKS A DECISION NOw. LOVE
AND KISSES, |
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" CONTAINING COMPLETE FIRST PART PLUS WORE THAN HALF oF

’ ‘ .

[ Al SENDING YOU AIR WAIL HLWISFD AND CU? MANUSCRIPT
f

|

 SECOND PART PLUS COMPLETE THIRD PART, REST OF SECOND

! R —

" PART DEALING WITH INSURRECTION AND VERY GOOD. cuthV'
’, FOLLOWS IN.EASY STAGES DURING NEXT TWO.WEEKS, IF BEETR 08T
?

DOES NOT ACCEPT IT ON STRENGTH_OF -STQRY SO FAR uth vfﬁ;_
WILL, IF YOU WANT TO CALL M’CEFADJTONE 26031 Al AT HOME.
WORKING EVERY EVENING ALSO EVERY WORNTNG. TUNTIL NOON |
HOLLYWOOD TIME LOVE AND THANKS=

o Wiekl, -

<5

 INSURRECTION 2601, -

THRE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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"Patrons should check olasy of: serwce

. JQsEPH L. EGAN
- PRESIDENT

d%iredt othertvze slo tlmtn;eﬁswge will be " A } ’ F
N\ ordinens et egi‘fﬁ'" Y B p .
Seml the following ielegram, sulvjecl lo the lerms o,n’imck hereof, {

)T TivE FiteD J o

hidh are, hereky agreed to

. | mﬁg‘,@hegr 9th, 1947

21&‘7? C}mﬁ a,ic ﬁr‘im .
mmmm 28, ts‘alifﬁrnia ,

0 DEAR VIoKTy HEADLE S ANGEL TN :mres PARTS ARRIVED SAFRLY TODAY. ‘
I 10 HAVE T, THANKS FOR YOUR SPEED. ROOK PORSARD TO gm:zmﬂf, &Sa;gggama
e 8 mmm: AND WISSING MEXTCAN CHAPTERS GITHTN THO WEEKS ACCORDING
. 710 YOUR SCHEDULE. LOOK FORWARD TO READING AND THANKS A MILLION FoR

, YOUR ¥ L2 m&n COOPEFATTON. EX YOU SENT ME 277 PAGES TN THIS BATCH,
CAN YOU TELL &5 ROUGHLY THE NUMGER OF PAGES YRT 0 COME 50 THAT ¥E
oAR z:;{:r A mxmmﬁ ESTIMATS OF THE mﬁaﬂae

i .

- KEN Eﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ{:ﬁ
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Manl oo S "m;'ra}sr,z%szﬁz, 97

SRR T ﬁaﬂye&n Uﬁk Drive B B
e ﬁq_ ';m)m ;%8; California -

| _*ﬁmm FoR YOUR z*azmma YOULEE ATR MATLING ME EXAUTLY ¥HAT I -

St KEN MOGORMICK




Mry Lee Barker ' - 10/9/47

Mr, Ken McCormick

 Tn answer to Johnnies! and your plea for an early look at the Vickl
Baun HEADLESS ANGEL manuscript herewith the prologue in Welmar and

8 good part of the story in Mexico. The epilogue which returns the
story 1o Welmar will come in a duy or two, The balance of the

middle Mexican purt ils wrilten but is in the form of final revision.
The part not here consisbs of the preparation for the Mexlcan insurrection
and the o¢limaxing chapler with the masswcre in Grenadites. This,

in Vicki's considered Jjudgment, is the beust plece of writing in the
book, She says that if what you have here pleases Johnnle, she

can guarantes that the rest won't be a letddown. I will pass on the
epilogue the minute I pet it. The missing Mexican chapters should be
here in two weeks according to Vicki.

KMecs DS
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'fLIRST PART AND MORE THAN  F OF bECOND PART EN

- EPILOGUE FOLLOWS 1omoﬁﬁo'*étsT QF thOND PART W
o WEEK LOVEY B

e
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ROUrE
ITHIN NEXT
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VICKI BAUM

pearest Ken, your wire threw me in quité a turmeil, but I'1l do my best to please
the customer. Now, look here: I've been working like hell all the time and my seating
capacity is strained bto the bresking point. I have no BEN copy of my first manus- w

cript, and the original is cub into little bits end so messy anyway)that ité own

-mother hag trouble reading it. Now then, to clar;fy what I was wiring you Jjust now:
the stuff consists of three parte; E¥X Prologue in Weimer. Second part( acthally
the real story) in Mexico. Epiloguegﬁreturn to Welmar, 8o far I have the prologue
and a good part of the Mexican story rewritten, cubt and copied.This i an sending
you in two coples ,vairmail. However, T won't take the time just now to delouse 1t
of typing mistakes and such,and mist ask Mr Baacrgft to be lenlent if something
should appear obscured by such migbakes. T will also gend you the epilogue as
goon a8 I get it back from the girl who does the copy work; it won't take her
more than two or three days , I guess. I figure that it is bebter to show Mr
Beacroft the goody~gaody ending to make up for all the wenching and fornicating
that goes on before, than to rush the rewriting and cutting of the remaining
pages of part two.In other words, whabt I have ready in a final version goes up
to the point where my lovers part. Still missing is the FEVXIHIREWXX®X preparabion
for the Mexicen insurrection and the olimexing chapter with thQ maggacre in
Granaditas. That one, I think, turned oul very well and is probably the best
plece of writing in the whole book, I mean, if what T am sending should please you
and Mr Beecroft, I can promise you that the rest won't be a leb-down, The pmrely
historical things which I am btrylng to smuggle in here and there are a bit boring
a8 such stuff always is. On the other hand, a bit of information won't do the readers
any harm.And you people oam,stiil cub what appearg longwinded.So far I have allready
flughed a years research down the tollet.

As my typist has Jusb started on a grippe and I can't be absolutely sure

that she will keep up her speed, I am sketching for you a rough outline of the




chapters you are to geb, because it is pogsible that I shall have to send them in

guccedgsive parcels,
I

Prologue: Clarinda reminigeing ab her own grave.
She meets Felipe Contreras in Goethe's house
She runs away with him
She travels with him, learhéﬁhat she is believed to be dead, decides to
leave 1t at that, departs for Mexico.

Second Part  Arrival in Vera Cruz, First impressions of Mexico
Love scene dn a hacienda near Xalapa

Life in Guanaxuato, the people, the atmosphere, the mines,the house.
Introduction of Robert Quaile, the American, development of thekrelation@

Clarinda's pregnancy, sickness, misscarriage, beginning of Felipe's
decline

Flood in Guanaxuato, the mine caves in, Felipe is ruined

Felipe's decline, involvment in a scendal, growing friendship
between Qualle and Clarinda

The downfall of Spain, the downfall of Felipe.

Felipe looges Clarinde In a crazy game of billard with Quaile.

This is as far as I have rewritten it, and you get these chapters as they come

out of the oven. Misging here are the following chapters:

Clarinda become's Quaile's hovsekeeper, gets interested in the
independence movement, prepaves to get married to Qualle

Quaile is arresﬂéd, Clarinda is threatened by the ingurgents,
is saved by Felipe who takes her into the stronghold of Granaditas.,

The last stand of the Spanlerxds in Granadites, beginning of
the insurrection of the Mexicansg, m&ﬁsacre}and death of both the
den, ;
~. /“’ Wmﬁ%@:&«mmﬂm al .
Ag you see}“ﬁhgaﬁ“ﬁ%e,only Eﬁre@ chapters, but the lasgt of them a rather long one.

Epilogue ( you get it within two or three days)
“Clarinda returng to Weimar. Is forced back into socieby,
tells Goethe aboub Hidalgo and the ressons why he lost

his fight for independence and his head

Is called to the gide of her sick hushand apnd remsing with him

Another conversation with Goethe which leadg directly into the
end of her afberncon at her own grave.




VICKI BAUM

Now, Ken, if you can find your way throvugh this mess you are a genius, Of course,
to me it's all famlliar to the vomiting point, but T'm afraid you won't know what
T'm talking about most of the time. Anyway, p,desse keep that little 1list on hand
g0 that you can always chec’k what chapters have arrived and which ones are gbill
in the mall or resting at wy typist% bogom, God Almighty, will I be glad when

I'm through with this ratrace of work, If you'll call me, it will be awfully nice
and easier tou geb me than to get you from here. But I'm not good at long distance
calls or telephones in general and I could never explain all this to you into

a phone, Please, let me know how the stuff appears te you when you getiground to

reading it, and I hope you still remember that I am covered with elephant skin
and can teake any amount of eritiocism almost without vﬁnoing.

Tt's late, I'm dogtired, good night, T love you

%
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| Qotober 10th, 1947

,
Iy

Dear darling Vicki: ;
 You -are really our dream giwl to get those first 277 pages in

and to have the epllogue in the mull according to your telegrem
of October tenth, lhamk for telling me how many more wWords
there will be, and T asgsume t&z‘,t’ the sixty thousand 1s over and
gbove the epllogue which gou au@ gending me, I not, you might
correct me on that polnt, buq T %mﬁib&tr Lo keep you busy raadinﬁ'
and wribting lotbers when you. uwa Lrying to Linlsh your book.

T agree with you that Jmknnie'ﬁhwul certainly be able to know
the kind of book from what you have auhmitbuiu He being a thokough

1ittle guy, never makes a declsion until he has scen the comuiwt@.

book, but this would be omouﬁb vo meke him hold off declding for

any other book until he had b@wn the balance L this much excltes
Jihlp

I am polng to read the m¢mu)@ert this weekend, and T'LL write
you my reactionss The WOHMQTf11 oubline you senb excited me
no end. [

L

Love to you,

e ' Ken KcoCormick
KOO DS ks
Yiss Vicki Baum

2l77 Canyon QakDrive ?
Hollywood 28, California
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October 2ist, 1947

Vicki dear:

Hore copy Js here and very excibing tooe

T an so happy sbout the book and the spesd
you have shown In making your deadlines
Wetll have to asgk you for one more burst
of speed when bthe galleys go to you. I
you can plan to read them in four or five
daysy that will make ewverybhing fines

I am sovrry to say bhat Myr. Beecroft has
decided that your book is not for the
Literary Ouild, bul don't be depressed

by that. He bad the honor of turning down
THE HONEYMAN which the Bookwol~the-flonth
Glub took and which, as you know, has been
& best seller for three wmonths. We are
hard at work showing it elsewhere.

Yo g

Ken MoCormick
R¥eCs D8 X

Wiss Vickl Boum
2477 Canyon Oek Driwve
Hollywood 28, Califorala
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Ooteher 13, 1947

VIOKT BAUM
€477 CANYON OAK DRIVE
HOLLYWOOD 28, CALIFORNIA

DEAR VIOKY: THE BOOK 18 WONDRRPUL AND I BAVE HAD AN RXCITIRG W%“?Eﬁﬁ
WITH T7. 1 TOINK TRE OPENING IN WRIMER L8 BXTREMELY WELL MANDLED AND
THAT TIE INTHODUGTION TO MBXYCO IS REALLY THRILLING, I HAVE 4 COUPLE
0P CARPING POINTS T WILL WAKE TN A LEXTER BUT THE BOOK IS 5O PULL OF

COLOR AND RXCTTLRMENT SPIOED WITH YOUR SHREWD WIT AND OBSERVATION THAT
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VICKI BAUM

Qotober R27bh 1947

Desrest Ken, you gave me quite a shock with your letter /x

which seemed to imply that your people are going ahead with the galileys.
If you'd look in your files you'll find that I begged y gﬁf}%i? to* print from
the seript I shot off to you without ever having @ﬁime to correct it or gy,
even look into it when it came from the cop?st Accordingly there are’
stupid mlstakes in it, wrong punctuatlons,and misunderstandings galore.
T did Q;me corrections on another copy here, but this one is so
blurred apd miserable that it wouldn't be of apmy use to you. On the
other hand, having new coples made or mimeographed would teke too long. There-
fore I'd asgk you te, please, please, gend me my menugeript back and leb me
pub on more Spit and poligh, T'11 do it quick like, Also, I'd wish you'd
tell me what objactionﬁxif any, you haveaand whete you think the stuff could
be improved without too much effort or change.l promise I'1l do all this
with all possible speed, and it's better to get fairly clean galleys, than
to change afterwards.I'd also %&ke to see the galleys after your people have:
pryofread them once, so that fwhave on}ly to mark whal concerns me direcﬁly
and not have to fiddle around with little printing mistakes.

No® then, I wanted to ask you whether you think it better to call
this fellow QuailelBert‘ ingtead of,Bob'the fTew times he's called by hisg
firgt name. It seem&PSomehmw nicer to me, but T haven't been an American mother
in'i?70 and don't know,However, his mother, belng a Penngylvania Dutch,would
probably have felt ag I do and have called him Bert, Another thing( please,

Wﬂlﬂm
note for the printerg)/I used in all Mexican names the old gpelling, namely

with an X where they are using a J today, As: Guanaxuato- Guanajhto. Xalapa-—
Jalapa, It seems more attractive to me and, in fact, in Mexico, too, you'll

find many nemes where they have kept the X even today, like in Taxco, Xochi-

milco and such., Cadix. boo. was in those bimes wrdttab w%gﬁ Q00 %f}néf@%ﬁ ad




Cadiz. But I#d leave it to you to decide thig; I have an idea that the average
reader will be troubled anyhow by all the foreign names and words. Another
thing: in the seript you have there, all accents on the Spanish words are
: missing and T'11 héve w0 put them in. However, it would console me very much 
; to know that someone would go carefwﬁly over all the Spanish spelling and lﬂ
; gremmar, But it had to be gsomeone who knows Spanish better than I do, and I
% know it fairly well.Tt always strikes me as something terribly illiterate
to see how foreign languages are handled in American print, including such
high hat publications as the New Yorker. I never found . .a single Germen word -
in your books correctly used, and a lot of nonsense in French; I would feel
very unhappy if similar thibgs éhould happen to the Spanish. Now, another
littde matter : T loathe italics and would ask you to keep them out-as much ag
possible, or the book will look as though it had Lha mea&les. However, T'11

8Dt

i make a sign in the corrections where T do want italic to 1ndioate a little

preciousness of speech and expressiqn,As you knpw, in»@hat period people inter-
spersed a lot of Frenchy end lLatin words in thelr speech as a matber of fact
and without italice WhatiffZif;mx>

;“ﬂwm%%gaﬁ%mﬁ5W“Tfﬁf§E;Zg'through my copy here with a Thesaurus in one hand

and a Webgter in the other, and making suré%ﬁhe lagt little detalls from my
research notes; I never do such things during the writing, or it would take

" the wind out of my sails and stop me too often.So, what youlve got there is
just the sort of English a girl from Vienna babts out without help from the authe
rities, see?

| Tt's a shame you couldn't Talk Mr Peecroft into buying the stuff; but I
trust you'll give the book a biliig powerful promotion, beoause;I really

feel it oauld be boagted into becoming a best seller. T put a lot of hard
honest work into it, not to mention that a mimt of money went into the trips
and travels and rare books and things which went into the research. So,

dear Ken, please, be a pal and help us to put the book through in a big way,

|
I

fe
]
”rx
#
?

will you? &,
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DOUBLEDAY & C€O., IRC. 14 W 40 5t., BYY

Qetober 2%, 1947
Mise Vickl Baum
£477 Canyon Ouk Drive
Los Angeles, Californis
WAS BOT GOING TO PUT IT THROUGH UNMCOR:ECTED,  HAVE WANY SUGCGESTIONS TO MaAKE,
I AW PUTTING MARKED COPY OF WARUSCRIPT WITH MEMORENDUM IN AIRMAIL TO YOU TOMORROW,
TO MAKE PUBLICATION DATE W WOULD ®EED IT BACK MOMDAY NOVEMBER THIRD, TOVE.

Ken




Qctober R7, 1847

Deer Vickis »

In order to save time, I am heving
& teanpeript nade of rouph notes. I hope you
renlize they are o)l sugpestionsg which you can
aceeplt or decline ap you »ish. They represent
tothe compogite reaction to the script of one of
my editorial sosisteatyg, Juditn Balley, and mye
self', We have botn gore throush it predty capre
fully eno fmel it would be considersebly streng-
thenad by these culs. By and lscge the book ie
wonderful, and tae only place it bogs dowa is
where you are tempted to let the characters talk
on. I presume, therefore, to indlcate some cutls,
o few of which are ratner generous.

If you could go throuph and do some
of the things I sugpgest and get the mapuseript
b into the sirmail Ssburday night, or Sundsy at the
latest, you would seve the mark,

¥e will still find & book ¢lub for
your story. '

Tuve,

- Ken Welormick
K¥elzhn

¥ g Vicki Baum
2477 Canyon Qak Drive
Los Mngeles 28, Cal.




October 27th, 1947

Hear Vicki:

- I am sorry that owr degal departuent is :
very punctilious about sipnatures. Would
you be & pal and have sowebody wiiness
your signature?

I should have told you that one of these -
coples is yours so will you kindly return
the original and keep the carbon for your
Perords . - B

have,

Ken MeCormlck
EM¥aC: Db

 Miss Vieki Baum
2477 Canyon Osk Drive
Los Angeles, 20, California
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Doubleday & Company, Inc., 14 W 49 St., New York, WN.Y,

October $0, 1947
Mise Vicki Beum
2477 Canyon Quk Drive
los Angeles, Californisa
PLEASE TONST WORRY.  MANUSCRIPT ¥OT GOING THROUGH UNTIL REVISIONS COME FROM
Xou, ATRMAILED 70 YOU WITH SUGGESTIONS MONDAY NIGHT, LOVE,

Ken MoCormick

Telogran,




Ogbober 3lst, 1947

Vickl dears

Thank you so much for your letber of October twenby-seventh, and I
am miserable to think that I gave you some bad moments by saying
gomething that confused you. By now you, of course, have the manie
seript, and there should be no more wWorrys

Now about the guestions that you vuia@ in your letter. T shall ine
struet the chiefl copy editor, Lthel Ryan, to follow very closely your
point about Spuanish spelling and the use of lialics,

We have in our employ a fellow named Walbter Brodbury who spent years
in South America and knowe Bpunish very well, since he did business
in that languape. If he feels that he len't competent to Judge on
corbain points, we will pees the menuvecript on to an expert.

L anm excerpbing th&@%art of your letter which concerns movies for
Lee barker. He is in churge of movie sales, and T know that he
will be very careful not to &vvrmtap bineelf in any of the mabbers
that. you suggest.

Meanwhile, T hope that you will speed the manuseript back to me
so that we can pet 1t on the keys. j

Lorved ,

Keﬁ MeCornd ok
KMeCs DS ,

Miss Vieki Haum
2477 Ganyon Vak Twive
Hollywood 28, galifornia
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Mr. Lee Barker | v : » ' 11/3/ﬁ?

Mr. Ken McCormick

The following is a poragraph fromw Vickl Baum's last letber to me.
Are you interecsted in playing along on this basis?

"You told we once that your movie dspartment might want to try
and sell the s tuff for a lot of dough. I have given up eabing
tomato soup to keep my mame free from any red tinge and wear my
red slippers only when I go to the bathroom where no ons might .
gsee Lhem. Please, let me know what and how and withwhom your

movie departwent might try to hobneb, bul don't let them do &ﬂij,

thing without consulting me firvst, will youll

ﬁﬁx(ﬁ. DS




Miss Bthel Ryan. | ‘ | - 1/3/w

¥r. Ken MeCormick
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- will be troubled anyhow b,}‘ all, *he* foreign names and words, Another
bt nge  in the script you have there, all accents on the Spand sh
words are mis sing and I'1l have to "pul. thew in. However, it would
consold me very much to know that soneone would go carefully over
@11l the Spanish spelling and grammar. But it had to be someone
who knows Spanish better than I do, and I know it fairly well. =
It glways strikes we as somebhing terribly illiterate to see -
how forelgn languages are handled in Amerdcan print, including suvh
high hat publications as the Naw Yorker. I never found s single

ey pe
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e ﬂmwijg b
VICKI BAUM )2%;;, Aty w}g
November lst 1947 Q/&/&&

Dear Ken, I really should get an extda bonus for all the rush work ﬁou
make me do, but I was a good girl once more and dbd it, I'm putting the
cut and revised manuscript in the mail today. The trouble is, of course,
that 1t doesn't look as clean and virginal as it should, but let the
printer worry about that. I went over it with a fine tooth comb once
nore and think to have it fairly correct by now. Two tiny thingsllid
/f1ke to find out: Is there another word for bastard? I'm sure there
must he, but I can't read thé whole Shakespeare now and I cantt find

anything in elther Webster or Thesaurus., If you mnow such a word,

€£ ﬂiﬁ a bit lower than bastard, more vernacular, please have them insert it

on Page 103, Pirst Part., Also, Itm writing once of the hub on which the
: the Qualle log cabin
I teakettle hangs In RXMAEXEXEXXABIH, I seem to remember to have read

such a thing. But i1f it's wrong, get me, please, the better word

| out of some pionier book, will you. After all, I didn't come on the May-
\ flower batron the Bremen, |
Now I want to thank you very much for all the attention and editing
you did; you will find that I accepted the greater part of your sug

suggestions and found them very helpful. In some instances I did not
do such wholesale ecutting , but played with the cuts more in detadil,
leaving a phrase here and there and wrilting little transitions to
cover the scars, In other places I cut considerably more than ybu
suggested,Altogether I cut more than another 15,000 words, which,

according to my calculations, brings the book down to the minimum of Ale
150000 of which I wrote you first,




Of course, I few times I got spitting mad, and you will find little
love letters scattered all through the manuscript, as answers to some
of your objections.I am sure you'll see my point and let me have things
my own way, because, after all, if I make faults, I have to bear the con-
sequences, but 1f you make them, I get it in the neck all the same, As

I told you, eritic I don't mind, and rather invite. But editing amiﬂﬁﬂw\
changing I'd rather do myself, probably because I have been and still am
as much an editor as you. You havé many more books on your mind, meetings
worrges, and three telephones. I have only this story just now and there-
fore 4 have more time and am not as impatient as'you sometimes seem to

be,

: A1
S0, there are a few \Wliyaes

where I must insist on my original; that! s
Rosaurats telling about her past, and the gamblihg scene, If for no
other reason( And I do believe that these things are well written) then
for the purely commercial value of the scenes for a possible séle to the
movies, Anyway, I did not submit the btory to the magazines and must try
to earn money with it somehow,

Also, I éan't possibly cut oﬁt everything about Spain and the hi-
storical baokground, because the deterioration of Spain and of the man
Felipe belong together, and that crazy proclamation of a king who sold
out his country 1s a necessary part of the whole Twilight of the Gods,

_ Youtll find that I put back a considerably shortened and condensed
version of Quailets background and the Whiskey rebellion., It seems tb
me definitely necessary to have thaﬁ in. Clarinda is living for two
years with him; and 1f you cut out that stuf?, all he says during the
two years is; Will you marry me.Also, what happened in the United States

is a counterpoint "to the rest, and, to my mind, fairly interesting,
especlally in view of many things which repeat themselves over and over

in this country.
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How much would Doubledays charge me for a get of galleys? If I could afford
it, I'd prefer to have galleys for my various foreign language verslons and l«

to show to the movies. Please, let me know when T could have such galleys and

for how much? By the way, the agent Swanson will agk you for galleys, but T YT
haven!t authorized him yet to handle the book; T sbtill might do so, but for the
)i time being I 'went to be free and so, please, don't give him the galleys. You
told me once that your movie department might want to try end agell the stuff
for a lot éf dough.T have given up eabing tomato soup to keep my name free from
any red. tinge and wear my red slippers only when I go to the bathroom where

no one might see them. Please, lebt me know what and how and with whom ypur

movie department might try to habnob, bubt don't let them do anything without

. congulbing me 'I;’:i,rst,i will you?
And do answer me right away, please,

. . 3 M\‘.
yours, ever, and impabiently ff/w ,
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Novenber 5th, 1947

' Yicki dear:

You are really the 1ittle wonders 1 feel so gullty aboul having
heaped so much work on you in that last week, You must almost be
blinds But the manusoript arvived safely and was put Lhrough
dmmedintely with the notes you had setlached.

If there is another word for bustard, we shall hunt it down and
use At on puge 103, The teakebble in & lop cubin hugon a crane
“which was a metal plece that Jutted out frow the brick work inside
the fireplade and could be swung sway Irow the flumes to slumer

gt the silde or out dlrectly over the flumes. Fsn't that whet you

MEan?

T regretted weiting you so hurrledly in reburning the mamisoriph
 bepause many of our editorial suicestlons must have seemed very

arblirarys I could have cughioned them & little bit in a letter w

4n which I gave reasong, bubt we got so short of time that it
goened to ne the most dmportedit thing was to get the manuseript
intbo the mail. ‘The further complication that week was thet I was
in court in connection with ap Tlka Chase libel sult and slmply
gouldn't find the time to pet off a long consldered letter.

T am sorry if you found me impatient and ap you say, letters are
poor communication at besbts, There were so many subtlefles that

T know I gould have gotten over in comversation. %hank you for
your indulgence and for letting us try to help. 1 am sure you are
wise o use your superior creabive talents and refuse many ol our
suggestions. On the other hands, 1 am glad that you cut it back
to 150,000 words. Thats important 4f for no other reason than
for consideration by a book clubs

Beliove me, no one has ever boen more aware of your sense of form
and pleased with 1t than I. I feel 4t in all of your books, and

if some of the suggestions thab
to your sense of fomy I am glad you refused thems

T understend about the movie business and will not open the subjecth
with Lee Barker, We should have galleys about Llve weeks frowm nows

One wmet would cost you somewhere between §7.50 and 10 depending
how long the book runs (probably it would be about §8.50). o
youwunt them bound -~ 1t's Lfifty cents move thal way?

Miee Bailey and Y made ran counber




Miss Vickl Bauowm w 2w November Sth, 1947

Wo too wish that you could be ali fiimg on our sofa so that we could
talk to yous I think@you would enjoy Dale who cen stend and Jabber
away in her own speq! “‘f_,*L bongues Slnce we have felt that there is
no possibility of not spoiling her having been married ten years
without & child, we are having another ba,by in Harch so Dale won't
be an only child. We walt with bated breath for news of Wolfgang
and Ruthle's child. , : ‘

. Yery much love to you,

’ Ken MoCormiok
BleCs D5

Miss Vickd Baum
al77 Canyon Oak Mrive
Hollywood 28, Califernia




Miss Ethel Rysn o 11/5/17

¥

¥r. Ken MeCormick

The following is an excerpt from Vicki Peum's letter to mes

"Iwo tiny things I'd like to find out: Is there another word for
bustard? I'm sure there must be, but I can't read the whole Shakespeare
now and T @gen't find anything in either Webster or Thessurus. If you
know such a word, a bit lower than bestard, more vernscular, pleasc
have them insert it on Page 103, First Part. Also, I'm writing

once of the hub on which the teakettle hangs in the Yuelle log cabin.

I seem Lo remeuwber to heve read such & thing., Butb if it's wrong

get me, please, the better word out of souwe ploneer book, will yous
After all, I didn't come on the Mayflower but on the Bremen."

KMeCs DS




VICKI BAUM

November 1lth 1947

Bearest Ken,

thanks a lot for your good letter and wire and the patting,

and let's hope everything will burn out all right. I worked go darn hard_ﬂ?
on this book that I really wish it would sell or do something for me,
begides putting me in the rogue's gallery of sexy historical novel writers ,
In re: The teakettle on the hub- I know what I mean and @ know what it is,.
and I am almogb— bub not guitew-surey that T encountéred the expression in i
one of the meny Pennsylvania biographies and letters and memoirs of the
period which I have been reading to nso good purpose, as I had to cut oub
again everything about it. Now then, will you let me have fifteen galley
gsets, bound, no doubt(in pink perfumed gatin? And will you let me have them
as goon ag they are available, If the binding of same should mean a delay,
please, let me have'em unbound. Here are a few movie producers absolutely
panting to see the stuff and I won't show it to them in manuscript but
only in galleys.There wasg also a request by qulier's to have a look-gseg-
T don't think that there is the léast bit of{%ﬁ&noe that it might suit into
thfir scheme of things, bubt could you do me the favor and let them read one
of the two manuscripbs you have there? I suppose Ann Watking has approached
you about it or will do go very soon,

Npw, to forgel all these boring business matters: We all were very
excited, thrilled and pleased about your great news and the two young Suns
are sending all theirvlove and good wishes and are watching the further

proceedings with a sort of professional interest., We are here on tenterhooks




(whatever tenterhooks mey be}_becausalsinoe yesterday we are called upon to
be on the alert. Ruthie gave out with one fasTse alarm so far, and, anyway,
the baby is due any minute now. Utherwise, and thanks to Tibby'!s very good
snd wise minigtrations, she behaved very sensibly and is doing very well
and perfectly normal up to thig point., Wolfgang, the poor guy, hag very
great trouble with his healbth bub never leb's on to it and acts as though
he were happy and healthy. He has been editing a ski magazine Tor the last
few months and there is a possibility that he'll buy it. . It would be the
gort of work he likes, keep him in contact with-hia own crowd, and make him
independent; that is, 1f his health shouldn't permit him to work at one
time or another, I can always pitch in for him, and Ruthie, too, can do
some of his work. Pinancially, of course, it's still a Dbig question mark,
but at least he would have the feeling of holding his place among the
healthy pecple. Well, Ken, forgive me for monologuing about thig kid of
mine, but he is my permanent problem, especially as I think that we are
heading for a third operation, and , this time, for a pretly grave one.
Well, let's forget these personal things.

T had a letber from Don yesterday, and the boy seems to be in good shape,
end, as he pubts it, having shed all his HENFHXENEE meurosises.He certainly
sounds happy, or, as we historical novel writers use to put it: deliriously‘
happy . , e e

T am ab present shbruggling with Sartre and at bimes T feel like cursing
every morbidly self- analyzing sonwuf«abitchvfrém féra Rougseau over
Prougt and Joyce to this newest outerop of the school of being too importent
to oneself. T still hold it with 8t Augustin, if it comes to confessiéns.
Well, what am I taking your time up with? But it just feelg like having
a little chat with ywu; Ken. Give litble Dale a great big hug from me, and
another, more cautious cnefto Tiby,

with all my love
»n /7

A
&4 s
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4447“12"F1NLEY AVENUE
LOS ANGELES 27, CALIFORNIA

January 1l, 1948

Mr. Kenneth McCormick
Doubleday & Co.

14 West 49th Street
New York, N.Y.

"’/Jﬁd
Dear Ken, e
///Eﬂﬁ While burrowing through the piles of old ski
v |
- {} magazines, unanswered letters, ditto billy’, dog-eared
B athe R
b l,gi&)

photographs, and incomprehensible lists'frying to help
< you to figure out how many charactgré of 10 pt. Bodoni
Book fit into 18% em lines, on mzﬂ§ésk, I came upon
he enclosed bit of debris I6Lt over from the proof-

# 4
reading of the galleys of’*ﬁ%adleﬁs Angel.," Quess
i 4-‘"‘“'”

these pages must have slip - from a. grasp enfeebled
by the 1ifting of the many heavy multi-lingual
w=""| qictionaries., I hope that this lapse has not
.. | endangered the delicate timing of the entire Doubkﬁay
Xprinting program./f
! Endless babl descriptions, inecluding pictures,
will go off toyéibby soon, In the meantime, loads

of love from;ﬁoth of us to your entire family,

Sincerely,

,/ Mops
A N G
v




Doubleday & So., Ine. 14 W 49 Bt., NYC 1=18-48

Miss Vickl Beum

2477 Canyon Osk Drive

Los Angeles, Californis

THE GALLEYS ARE ON THE PRESSES BUT WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED PROOKFS OF THE FROWT
YAPTER PACK THOM YOU,.  THESE INCLUDE PROOFE OF TITLE PAGE, COPYRIGEYT FAGE,

LISTING OF BRIVIOUS BOOKS AND 80 ON,  PLEASE SEND ON AE £00R 48 POSBIRLE.
LOVE,

Ken MoCormick

K




Doubleday & Co., Inc., 14 ¥ 49th Gtrest, NYO P . s LT

. ,MM

- /}”‘mﬁ’

»t"(’(’fl
Miss ViclkiBaun e
2477 Canyon Qak Brive : e
Los Angeles, Oalifornia pd
f//

o ’
PAGE MISSING BETWEEN PAGE ﬁgpaffa’é PDOWN AT THE WAYBIDE" AND PAGE mm "FINGERS
I EVERY FRERMAN'S xﬁm\{fmﬁwm TYPED NUMBER PAGE 258 IN FINAL COPY, AND PAGE
268 BOT REVISED mc;?ﬁ’;?:mmm GOPY,  COVLD YOU ALRWAIL T0 US AT ONCE S0 THAT IT ¥
CAN BE PLACED WITH MANUSCRIPT IN FOUNDRY?  LOVE,

Ken MoCormick

mgs g

g




VICKI BAUM

“anuary 25803 1948

Dear Ken, may I trouble you with a few small matters to shove gﬁ&

y _ﬂén to whoever takes care ofs such things at Doubledays. First: Could you have the

SR

fivethousand bucks advance on ! headless Angel! pald to my ban bank in N ibrk?»lt's

the Manufacturers Trust, corner 57th and Bifth Ave. And could you send two corred-

le moment, to F. H. Landghoff, Queridoe Verlag
62 Singel, Amsterdam, Holland

and another one to Mr Alfred Romney,
277 Park Avenue, N Y,

fﬁ? T think T asked before to send some copies Lo Michael Joseph, and one to Pearn

grigPollinger & Higham, in London. If I didn't, T suppose they will agk for it, and I

;8uppOSe they should be charged for it, not me. However, I prefer to send all that

A}
Vi
JJ cogts, which I will, no doubt, pay out of the enormous sales of the book, or won't

3qtuff by airmsil, or it might take weeks to Furope, and T'm willing to carry the

I?

How are things gﬁﬁng with you, with the wimin in your family, with Doubledays,

i/ and with the booktraéa in general? Hollywood hag hit some frantic doldrums, if

\kauch a thing exigts. Besides, we have sunspobs, heatwaves, a very unpleasant drought
which makes the skin crackle and the waberbills soar to stratospheric hights and
we have taken to wearing Venetian mesks or some Westmore make-up when we zgxfiiiﬁinﬂﬁf
in the dark of the night with those of our friends who are whispered to be pinkos.
On the spur BE the moment T decided to become as witty as Dorothy Parker and this
is what just comes to my mind: o

Girls with warts and callouses
Have a poor effect on phalluges,. ( Dry weather depaftment}

With this thought for today T leave you
“y

\j//b%/é ‘gi A

affectionately ffﬁwbwgwm\




Jumiary 30th, 1918

Dear Vicki:

Thanks a lot Lor your letter. The following things have been done,
5000 in the uoin of the realw have been c¢redited Lo your account
in the Menuifacburers lrust Mumpuﬂ 'y coples of the book we soon as
they sre amailable will go to Alfred ﬁwmn@y and T hlandshoify

the galleys to Michael Joseph snd Pearn Pollinger & Higham wwnh'

a week wpo by the fastest meunsg -~ alr malls

Wow for the lmportant wabiers. lihby ﬂ& gxpecting Junior on wy
birthday, Febumsry twenbyef’ mh* o yery nice plece of biming. -
~Dale was one year old Jamuury seventeenth and celebrated her birth
‘with a party to which two other ohildren of her age cawe w- Zorina's
baby Peter and Jeffery Person's daughbter Dalsy. The kids sabt on

the floor and abhsolutely lgnored each other and the adults sat

con the Llovr drinking %ampmgnu i i&lling inte each mihor&

armss AL was a very nlce party,

aith the book trade wnd Doubleday business ls a 1it2le betiers
The fontastle doldrums thet we went Inte last sumwer have Leen
somewhal erased and elthough there are siill merks of suflering
on the faces of many publishers and agents, thiings are a little
betber right nows Two or bhree publishing houses wre in & shakey
- state and wmore than one @qunt ia bhﬁnkiu of shifting into sowme

o other business.

I am lnterested to have you confivm some fantastic ruwmers I have
had about the stube of 1ife in Hollywood.

I am haviag your Dorotly Parker couplet run around the New York
Tiwes Pullding 4n lightse., I think that sendwiched in Letween sone
Ltem aboul Stussen and Dewey that it would liven up the Times
songiderablys Serry, bot bmlng a poet that I can't reply in kind.

Unele don will arpive In Hoboken Februury £1tths  He sailed yesteprs
day frow (tenocs on a Greek steamer for which he aryived in Genos

Lo daJs sarly, He had come sway from Np, “augham's Villa Mauresque
two days esrly o be sure Lo cateh the boat and was in the lowest
state of mind I have ever recorded him when he wrote tie from Genos.
He Baddiletfelt ag Lhmught he was on the stetlon platiorm waﬁbing
for the trein to Goue in te tuke him bugk to &uhmwl»

- Love to you,

Kmﬂ Hevormlok
ﬁﬁﬁasﬁﬁ

Eiss Vicki Baum
2477 Canyon Vak Drive
Hollywood 28, Cellfornia




{ ? _ o - Maroh 8, 1948

ﬁ%&ﬁ Viak&g

iR

i_ HEADLES S ANGHDL. 48 published this week and I think
that 4 As“BESIHE Lo do very well., The advancs as of last
Friday was somebhing over 16,000 coples and the £irst printe
ing was 37,800, Moreover, I have Just read the book all bhe
way through for the flrst tlme and I think you have done
a superb job, Hosle is very enthuslestlo about it too and
hag probably weltten you., I alap gen® a copy to Gﬁﬂﬁ bafare
he Lﬁfﬁ for Burops .

I have nob made any officlal inquiries at the
%m&m&&h Oonsulate regarding visas for notorlous Reds, bub .
1 have heard from several @ﬁmﬁmﬁ that they are extremely
hard to got unless you bave alwost all of Standard OLL h@h@na
yous 1 think the faabent way o do 16 would be to apply
divenbly when you come heve. We will help you in any way we
gans Do you need any lebters oy visas before you get herey
If su, T will send them ab once, 1 sbhould nob think there
wouwld be any difficulty at all aboubk Portugal. I was allowsd
to geb off the boat and wander sround all day on whalt looked
like a movie theabre bloket and I suppess I could have simply
stayed on Indefinitely 4f I had net had to get back on the
bm&ﬁ ﬁﬂ~ﬁﬁm@ home »

3 am looking fopward to youwr visit in &gr&&'amﬁ
hope to have wany long sesslong with you.

Much love,
Donadd B. BHldew

Mias Vieki Baun S

2477 Ganyon Oak Drive : !
xw& Angelog E&* Galds. :

ﬁiﬁ Maxm

mmﬂmgam
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VICKI BAUM

March 1bth 1948

Don, my darling, thanks a lot for your nice letter, in return

of which you're getting a rather messy one. Et's not entirely my fault, though,
but that of theAmale of the species to which T've been marr.ed more than

thirty years. For once I wanted to be a dutyful wife and make my plans and

trips dependent on my husband's summer vacation, and the result is confu-

gion all around,Instead of gebtting we a pasaporp, we were changing and pro-
crastinating all the time, and only now{f haveddecided to do things my own

sweet way, which means filrst ¢f all to try and get a passport. For this T
need your, respectively Doubleday's)support.Now 1listen: I, personally, have
. a sbrong urge to go to Furope while the going is still good;the husband is
against it, probably becanse the boys at the University Club( after all,

Mr Milliken is only a kid of eighbty) told him that we must have and shall

have a war this summer.So, I should in the first line try to get me a passport
for Furope; if, however, this shouldn't click, for one reason or another (
Wolfgang may be up for another operation, I mightn't get reservations, I mightn't
get visas, Husbend might kick up too much of a row) so then T would have a look-
see in South Americe. Now then, this means, that Doubleday 's must furnish me
° post haste with a lettel stating thal I need a passport, because I have to

pick up my commerichdl and spiritual contacts with my publishers abroad. Make
new conbracts and digcuss plans for future books and/ or re-editions with them.
Collect new impressions and material, for articles, books and 1ectu£s. Spread
unbelievable amountg of - Good Will, explain the natives to the foreigners and
vice verga.l suppose R letter should staﬁe, that T want to do so first of all
in Furope, but also in Central and South America, in case wnexpected difficultie

make wy brip to Turcpe inadvisable. Damn the officer who pulled in my nice




passport with visas to all continents and every country on the map.Anyway,
please, let me have that lebter as quickly as possible so I can get things
rolling, will you?

Now comes part two of this epistle, and ag you had nothing to do
with the publishing and promoting of my new book, I won't hurt any finer
and persbnal feelings if, for once, I'll speak up quite frankly and seriously.
It has nothing to do with you or me or any of our friendship, but I have t%get
1t off my chest for once . I think that jacket sebs a new record for bad
taste, looking as it does, like last Friday's left-over slab of salmon
which cook forgot to take out of the refrigerator when she defrosted it. No
one is going to tell me that such horrors help to sell a book, especially not
if they are coupled with the flatest low-pressure blurb imeginable. Anyone in
his senses, after rwading that preyp-school synopsis called a blurb, must say:
Thank you, now I don't need}geadXﬁEVthe book.My God, don't Doublkeday's like
to sell books ? I wish I could let you listen in on my telephone which trans-
mits congtant ceries of angulsh by people who either saw the book, or, more fre-
quent, those who were unable to locate it in any bookstore. By and by T am used
to the invisible and inaudible sort of promotion Doubleday pleases to bestow
on mogt of my output; but I have a dim feeling that I'm at the end of my patience
Sometimes 1 wonder if all this is probably the approach polite to letting me
know that they don't care to have me on their list of authors. If so, it would
be more inexpensive to all concerned to come out with it directly.

Now, Don, you or Ken or somebody might tell me that my books are lousy
and don't deserve a better treatment, I am the first one not to overrate my
writings, I think you will concede me that much. But, as we all know, booksy
are not always sold by btheir merits and I doubt if the gemlike flame of, let's
say, Tlka Chase's prose would sell without the high pressure salesmanshlp that's

~put behind her outputb.




VICKI BAUM

Look here, in every other country do my books sell incomparably better, steadier,
and does my name and my wribting command mo¥re respect than in the U 8 A. The
reagon for this ig obvious; Doubledays have been trying consistently to palm

my books off to the wrong set of readers and have presented me as something T 4\
definitely am not. If you want to sell Alll pickles, it won't do any good to
disguise and advertise them as chocolate éclair.The people who want chocolate
éclair won't like the tasbe, and the people who'd like dill pickles will never
get around to buying them.T am not a writer of sweet romance, but a sourpuss

who more often than nob takeg a Tairly grim and unflinching view at things as
they really are, And my fanmail comes not from the woman'a clubs ladies, but
uguvally from serious men, from sclenbists , from students, sometimes from a
woman doctor or pgychiabtrist and they all tell me that they discovered my books
by -a sheer incident; and how is 1t possible, they ask me, that one doesn't

hear more about the sort of books I write.Well, in other countries obhe does

hear it and one does sell my books and it all boils down to very poor salesman-—
ship, as far as Dnubladay‘s are concerned. There is a fond belief in this
country in the infalibility of the salesman, the super salesman, and the super-
super salesman; if my books would sell by being promoted under a wrong angle,

T wouldn't cry asbout wmy lost dignity. But, hell, they just don' gell that way,
and they do gell if they are handled with more taste and sincerety.

Look, Don: Time and again T hvve been approached by the go-bebweens of
other publishing houses, meny of whom would have garantpeed me a very high
sales figure from the outszet.Being as loyal as the seven years ltch, I never
even tought aboubt such offers.Morecver, I am not sure, that T'll ever feel
like writing a decent book again., But T wonder 1if perchance Doubglday's are ag
sick and tired of me as I'm beginning to get of them? And of so, whether they
wouldn't let me have wht sbtraight?

This is, T hope you understand that, a completely impersonal letbter, Don.




You do with it what you think right. I'm only sorry I didn't take my book

and walked off with it the moment Ken made me slash it to pleces 3 I didn't
know then that Doubleday's were trying to make my stofy it in with the god-
damned conception of it which made them create that jacket and line of pro-

motion.

Well, so long, Don; I thought I'd feel better by: speaking up about

the things which hdave irked me for years; but T don't, ‘Please, let me have

‘my pagsport 1etter<$ighﬁ away, will you? |
ALl my love, as ever !

ir . 5;_1;‘ . :

L
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orig. &:_"ICG to Miss Baum

e : | Mapoh 88, 1948

] &ﬁ&ﬁ&-ﬂﬁﬁﬂwﬁmﬁn@
. Pagapory, Dlvislon

| Genblamens

' C Miss Vieki Baum, whose Hooks we publish, is
gnxidus Yo have a passpoert in order Ho go bo Hurope and
Gentpal #nd Soubh Awerica, It ls exbremely impoptant for
bay Bo re-sstablish oconbacts wibth her forelgn publishers,
whioh wepe intersupted by bhe war, to make new contyacts
wibh them, and to dlecuss plans Loy future books and ree
iesues ofber previous works It s slso necessapy fov hep
o evllesb new material for hooks, arbtilcles, and lectures.
She wishaes Pivet Lo go to SBarope, bub in gess unexpectad
diffiouliien should meke a trlp Lo Bavepe luadvisable,
§%$ waoks In any svent o go Yo Central and Soubh Anerice.
e U We believe that Mise Baum¥s work as an aubhor of
Anternational repubtation is of extyems importanve and we
will gregbly appreciaste anything that cen be done to faellle
 bate her obbalnlng & passpord.

1i
4

5; : Sincersly yours,

N | Donald B. Blder
I - hief Assopiabe Editov




; - March 23rd, 1948

ﬂ%mﬁ Vﬁckx*
r/ 2’ | an wwiully unhappy that you are disturbed by the publicatlion of
WaTi 88 AHOEL. T must suy that T acceded tu pressure frowm the Bules
Gpactment to change the Jackeb and 1£ 4L has up‘m you, L was wrongs
}9‘43@';1.:1.15153 in the sales conference was Lhal we were golng to have o have
(lackst that would sysgest move roménce and pleturesque advenbure
*mem the very dignified one we bad plavned. I think you are right thal
ih ite bland colors the present jacket conlradicte itself.
\ :
L;y you feel thuat mga L puggested wore slashes and not Intelligent
, rrvmmmmmndumam for ‘eutting them, [ aw sorry. T ddd Lry.

i‘fﬁ\m what you must know iy Lhat there s oo sabolege going on and Lmﬁb

fwe want. more than amyvhing Lo go on publishing Vieki Paum. T am devo bml
/4o you personally which is ono bhing, bul as a publishe 2 .1 axn wmp} ete
4 sold on you. If we bave made an orror in oue peoes: m Lk

; * ., « v
Ldt was not that we were trying Lo Lnrow you aWey. Leoase devoled bo ycm
B publiishers snd urbeopy ohat we have uneonselonsly dons sonme thing 4o

“ddaturbh you.

Please don't lesve. e want yous

Slocorealy,

B ~ ‘Ken lcCormick
KECC: DB

Miss Vicki Baum
2477 Canyon Qak Drive .
Hollywood 28, California

e




Mapeh 85, 1048

Daeay v&g@&a

C . wan bery ¢ oaorry o koow thab you are so
upset aboul the way BEADLIgS ANGEL is being handled, Let

me say thab 1 am the"TiPsT T BEPES with you on the jaoket,
whioh was & greabt dlsappointment to me. However, if it waa
an grpop on our part, Lt was sertalnly a costly one beosuse
bhat ig the second jackeb whiloh we made for the book, Before
L went away we had & very bandsome and distinguished Jamokeb
and T lefh feeling quite happy mbout it, However, ab the
tima of the sales sonference, the salesmen felt that 4% was
all wrong for the book and dnsleted on having & new one,
whigh ls the present one. % sgres wibth you bthat it lacks
averybhing, lnoluding visibility: In this case we ylelded
“Boowhat we thought was the anperder judgment of the sales
deprpbment and I deeply regret ib. e

I wap %wwﬁi%

o We also wage a conbinmual batile m%aiﬁaﬁ trying -
Lo sell books to the wrong reader. Hince selling books
here ls o matber of evordinabing meny depaptments, we often
fall short of the goal whiaoh the editorial department hag
in mind. Howevar, we are all trying bto sell your book and
the Tash is from %h@ advanoe sale, HEADLESS ANGNL asens
bound to do quite well, . ' : ,

~ X5 ds veally not quibe falr to say that our prow
motion 18 Invislble and Inaudible becauss this beok hes a
very heavy advertising schedule all over the oountry, which
you ave probably not aware of 4L you see only the looal
paperss L agree with you only foo well on the questlon of
baate in the Jacket and some of bthe advertising and T terw
talnly deplore the kind of adverbising that directs & book
bo an indleseriwinate mess of veadowvs, bub snyway we are all
teylng bo sell the book and pleasse don't get the idea that
anyone here la lesa interested in you as an aubhor than ever.,

- - iam sorpy ﬁh&u-%@mw'@mawa$Auu plans are nob
- odioking, but I hope you will get them all abraighbensd oub,
I don't think 10 should be too hard for you to gebt a passpory
ang I am enclosing s latver whileb I hope will help., I am
helding my breabh about whet e going to happen. in Toaly,.
bub even 4L the Stabe Depertment’s worst nightmaves someg hrue,
4t would nobt necvssarily mean bthat Lravelers ocould not pids 38
to Burope. I understand that you san 8till get a psasport
to Qrechoslovalds . '

| Again I am sorry aboub bhe jacket and I think
that the editorial department should have baken s mugk




,
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Mm@g@ [M%«a on ghanging 14, A8 for the sales, letty
wai@”ﬁﬂﬂﬂra@% You stlll may be very pleased with them,

With love as ever, .‘:

oy . Donald B, Elder

1
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B4 %ng L Dak Dyive
Los Ange qna 28y 0alif,
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DOUBLEDAY & CO., INC., 14 ® 43 Bt,, NYC BB T4

Miss Vieki Boum
2477 GCenyon Qak Drive
Log Angeles, Celifornia

FEERPY

PLEAEE RETURN SIOGNED CONTRACT ¥HICH WE HaD RETURNED TO YOI FOR WITRESSIEG

IT T0 COMPLETE SALES ARRCNOGENENTE, BFET WIGHES,

b @

Hilda Mignot
Doubledsy & Company

NEED




VICKI BAUM

April 1, 1948

Dear Don,

T am still snowed under with that godawful mail from
Germany and so you must forgive me I1f I only toss off a
very dry little note., Thanks a lot for the letter to the
State Department, on Monday I'1ll toddle downtown and apply
for a passport and if any &f you guys have some pull with
Miss Shipley in Washington who handles that sort of thing,
Itn sure it would help if youtd speak up for me. My summer
plans are still very muddled up, less on account of the
world situation than for vearious personal reasons, matters
of health, time and the necessary moolah. Qr, as we Mexicans
say, lana or mosca. I also recommend the enclosed cry of
the Parisiasn library to your kind attention. I would also
ask you to have a few copies of my bookg sent out to some
friends of mine, I shall enclose names and addresses on a
separate sheet,

I was highly amused by your fine diplomatic way of
expressing things, especially when you spoke about the
superior judgment of the sales department. T can pretty
well imagine whatts going on in the meetings of the various
departments, Now, darling, itts all nice and good to look
down your nose on what you call the local papers; but after
all, Los Angeles 1s the third largest city of the U.S. and
while the Times and the Examiner stink to high heaven, they
still are not exactly as unimportant as they RED GURCH
MORNING BUGLE (pop. 604),snd an occasional ad out here wouldn't
do any harm, As it is, only Brentanot!'s have taken notice of
my new book and arranged for an autographing party, and they
did this only on account of the enormous bills I, one of their
best customers, run up there. Shame on Doubledayl Also,
wouldntt it be nice if one or the other of your telephone
operators would have read the book so as to be able to inform
the publicity department - or whoever handles the ads m-
that the heroine is not a duchess Dreisen , but a countess
Driesen? I really think it d66s not make a good impression if
your own ads show that nobody took the trouble of reading
the darned stuff, You may notice when you look at my quivering
lower 1ip that I am still sore as hell and broke as never be-
fore, I hope to god that hundred thousand of the analphabets
at whom your superior sales department aimed those pretty
little pictures in the ads will buy the book , and thereby
vindicate thw taste of your salesmen,




Listen, Don, there is one more thing on which I'd like
to have your opinion and thatts the new ruling of the
Authorst (Quild, as tlr as member dues go MRTs it obligatory
to be a member? 2) How will other authors handle that question
of deducting expenses from the gross earnings? I think they
have gquite a nerve in demanding one per cent of all royalties,
without putting any limit on it. In the Screen Writerst Gulld,
the yearly limit in membership dues is § 300.00, and mind you,
these are people earning two and three thousand dollars s week,
year after year, While writing a book may take anywheres
from one to fifteen years, the moment the royalties start
piddling in you have to pay one per cent to the Guild who,
in{ turn, does not a thing for the writer, Please let me
know what you think of this and if there is a possibility of
slipping out of that Ghmild with good graces, as long as I am
a member of the Screen Writers' Gulild in any case.




VICKI BAUM

April 24 1948

szm‘ Dear Ken,

I don 't need telling you that my complaint had hothing to do with you

I wag very touched by your disarming letter, and

personally:T always think of you as one of my dearest friends and one of the
sweetest guys I ever met. I also can very well plcture the batbles you

are waging— and somebimes losing- against old debil commercialism in the
Doubleday etsablishment. I am not the dreamy kind and I like myvbooks to
sell, naturally. However, I feel that Doubledays have chosen the wrong
promotion line ever since I came to them; and the proof is that my¥ books
sell considerably better in all the other countries, where they are handled
with a bit more respect for me as a writer and with a Dbebter understanding
and some discrimination of my literary qualities- if ypu want to concede

me such, But I don't want ﬁo talk about myself, T only have to get a few
prinecipal things off my chest.

Look here; Ken: The average salesman is by nature and inclination a jerk;
g0 1s the average buyer.The writer, usually, is not a jerk and neither is the
editor. There #xists even a not too gmall community of readers who are no Jerks,
and to whom books really mean something. That's why T always thoughp/ that writer,
editor and good reader belong on the same side of the fence, In &y editorial
times I never dreamed a writer and hils writing could be pushed around the way
they are generally pushed argund now and here. And the result was that my books
and the books for which I was responpible as an editor sold in the hundred
thousandg. The Amaricaﬁ Sél@sman hag an awfully low opinion of the buyer's
inteligigence and is always trying to cater to the broadest and lowest level
of taste and discrimination. But there comes a point when this salesmanship
defeats itself. Tt's happening ilo the movies Just now, and if I can read the

gigns, it's bound to happen on the book market, too,




The whole fabric of American life is corroded by this infernal overrating of
salesmanship. We are a nation of recklegs sellersg and pampered buyers, and we
have come to think of other people and nationg in the same terms; what dove they
trying to sell us? And what could we peseibly sell them? The result ig that
we have not a gsingle friend in the world, a fact of which you beconag sorely
aware the moment you cross the border and prick your ears. The high pressuse
gelling starts the moment a baby is born- whom am T telling this?- and goesi

on all through life. It makes mince-meat of your mother on mothersday, it turns
Xmas and Easber into minor hells, it keeps women dissatisfied and alﬁays

asking for more, and men gallopping around,with their tongues hanging out and
Niheir stomachs wallpapered wi ulcera#iﬁ?ﬁgiiggg all the demands the super =
salesman has visciously created in the minds of their families. In the schools
and univergsities the teachers are trying to sell themselves to the students,
not by the profundity of thelr knowledge, but by sugaring up whatever 1t is
they teach ; everywhere people who should lead and gulde others are instead
running after them in thal congtant effort of selling theméelves and their
goods. The result is a progressive lowering of the spiritual standards of the
country which gomebimes reslly scares hell out of me. And when it comes to a

grealb crisis, all we have are little politicians, who forever were chasing votes,

{
fnstead of men with integrity snd ideas. I think the real tragedy of these days
lies in the facté that a country of 140 millions is unable to prgduce the hand-
ful of great men whe might sbeer and govern it,

Well, Xen, I'm afraid fw%%iting you an embittered editorial, but
these things are very much on my mind, and go far beyond anything concerning
my own tiny and insignificant ego. ALl T want to say is that I dont't believe
in creating cheap appetﬁites in the public and gell it a lot of sweebened pre-
digested hagh. You can stuff a lot of candy down a child's throat, but in the

end such a child that never had time to get hungry, will not ask for more but

throw up and be a very sick child. During this year I read a great deal of
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early American writings, letters, autoblographies, political writing, speeches.
And all the time I could only think: My God, how we have come down in the world;
how long can we go on owering our menbtal and ethical standards Bfore we'!ll
be hitting ‘the bottom?

What has all this to do with a bch promotion aimed at people who
can't read without moving their lipslanagéﬁ%@w misguided and tasteless ads?
Oh yes, Ken, believe me, it's all of one plece, and it makes for a world in
which neither you nor I are at home. That'!s why I think we do more good by
speaking up and holding ocur own than by giving in.

Sorry iT I bored and bothered you; I promise to be more amusing when
T'1L see you again, either by the end of April or in Sepbember. It all depends
on Wolfgang's health, as the poor boy seems to be heading for another very
gerious operation. Bub don't mentian anything either to him or anybody else,
Love for you and your rapidly growing family

ag ever
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April ¥, 1948

Denr vioki:

| I have taken oare of the booke which you wished
to have sent out and have also supplied a oopy %o the
American Library in Paris. o

1 ehall not txy to ke diplomatio sny more,
I em soxry aboubt the one ad in which the heroine was
called & duchess, The mintake wae csught and it only
appeared the one hime. There was one ad which wae

- suppressed in which she wae oalled both & duohess snd

& gountess for good measure and I sw glad that-one never
got ont, I dldntt mean to be condescending about lLogw
_Angeles, but I just wanted to polat out that there wers .
other large cities in whioh we were advertising the book
and the expenditure for adveriising has been very heavy.
- Alas, 1 have to listen to meny complaints from other
. awthors who think that we arve dolng %too maeh for you
~and not enough for them. Anyway, you know how I feel
about selling books and I hope you understand thet my
job is like fthat of the man Who is condenmned for life
o push & large stone up hill. The stone k@&ﬁﬁ rolling
to the botbom all the time. However, I will kesp trying
~ espeoislly for you. ‘

About the Authors' Guild, it is cextainly not
obligatoxy to be & mewbsx. 1 don't know how other
authors are reaoting %o the questlon of deduoting ex~
penses from gross earnings, but I aw syre that a great
many will kiok abowt their demsnding 1% of all royalties
without &mg Limitation on b, 48 a matber of fasob,

#inoe you belong to the Soreen Writers' (uilld anyhow,

I don*t think 4t i8 necessary for you to belong to @ﬁa
Authors' Guild toov. T shouwld think that one menbershl
would fulfill your vesponsibilities to your fellow writers.
1 should think you gouldget out of the Authors' Guild

by g@&aﬁim% out that you ave alrveady & member of the ’
%gzaam Weiters® Guild and that you ocan't belong to every-

) .:WQ ' ! i ;

L In olosing I want you 40 kaow that I heve re-
oelved a dogtor's degree and a puteni of nobility and

B large d&gl@m% from » dubione and probably non-sxistent
italian university., By some obsoure process they dle~
govered that wmy intelleotual atbainmente were absolutely.
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#taggering, thad m;i pontzibution to the cevse of world
poace wae remavkably successiul, end that I am of noble
birth. All this was accompanied by the most besudifully
misspelled letter demanding only 30,000 lira o rebuild
their library. 1 have not sent the meamg_ but in any
case I feel that I should be oslled by all my titles,

With love,

Dr. Donald B, Blder |
Most Tllustrious Caveliey

iies Vieki Baum

8477 Canyon Quk Drive
Los Angeles 38, Galif.
DBE: juh
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April 16§h, 1948

Vieki deay:

Thanks a Lot for your letter of Aprdl sccond
which I have read and reread becouse 1 know
you me«nt It very serlous’ly. You rm*i.. blam;c
1t all on the systewm, of coursc. Uy ;g
that try to run Doulleday are perhaps "t}m
real ones st fault. The only thing I can
oy Mttt o o very bad publisbing scason
HEADLESS 470, 1 whick started wibl an advince
@ﬁﬁf?,ﬂﬁﬂ has now wold 22,500 copies.  This
{8 the case with YOIy mw bouoks un m;y pub-
lishers 'Lmt :r* b now.

Ken HeCormigk .

KHCC: D . |
‘Hiss Vieki Baum ' L

2477 Canyon OakDrive
Hellywood, California
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@Jf 5’ (izgwégf/,

Dear Don, I let myself run out off stationary and this -

.. looks a bit puny, but never mind, I Just  returned from.the Islands

~where I had a splendid three weeks, basking, bathing and doing some

preliminery work, I'm now- ag always when I get near sun and surd-

a.. stewberry blonde, .if that should be of any concern to you, I was

- mot  brooding over the egg the headless angel laid, because you should

now. thet I'm not the - brooding type. I wag Jmst mad, and still am,
aigyt the bad, taste . in which the book was published -and promoted
and

which wag sure to ruin whatever could be ruined. In general

.. you .know that I'm easy .to handle and not worried about the pre-

. gervation . of my  dignity, but what' too much is too much. I wonder

what Keneth Roberk- or is it Robert Kenneths, I always get him wrong

gide. up- would say if you would launch his books on the lowﬁcut

 idea., Well, that's all past and Duubledays neatly killed my baby

and it still kurts a bit, and, I think, it wouldn't have happened

. had . you been around instead -of. rgpeiving serenddes by the barber's

Union of Capri at the time, So now I'm off on another enterprise,
this time writing my story with an eye on the serialisation, because
if . I, have. to  be prostituted, why not do it right?I had  this-

‘& feirly small and concise story- on.my mind for meny years and

- miglt even have mentioned it to you. It has to do with a men's

chase after just one mlerogecopic fly whiqh ‘wag destinned to save

all the sugar industyy of the Hawaiian lslands, in other words,

the fate of an ngﬁﬁ qg;gypu%yﬁion. whose lives are completely based
on sugar. There was a moment in this authentic story, when it all

depended on keeping the last, only weak 1little fly alive- through

)

the efforts of a man who at that moment was equally doomed and
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dying, Quite dramatic, and, incidentally, I know most of the places
where this man( his model was a certain.Dr Muir) went for his hunt;
knowing the places, the jungles and the fevers personmdly, I think

I'11 be able to tell my story well, Of course, It1l have %o mush
1t uP ‘with o %Romance fit to be’ depioted on a Doubleday Dust

Jacket, Tonight I'm going to ‘start ‘writing and T wish I could do it

in & hurry. Don't ' feel like spending mich “time and 'éweat this time. ,lel
(9/“ Iﬁs

"Look, my pet, I need five or ‘six coples of " The Weeping (
Wood®, to ‘send to some of my solentist friends “'in Hawaii, they want»(?
it and T can't get ‘it here, Also= even if iy Angel didmn't ‘sell,
Jk, T have a dim ides there should be a - halfe=year st&tement and probably
52 vewen a faint 'trickle“ of doublones my way? Or do such thii?s
\ l happen only ‘onee &' year? Or° not at all?"
| ‘Haven't héard from Rosie, had a'‘quite nice
“letter - from Curt ‘who, for once, didn't bewafl hie fate. He' Seems
‘to fit much bebter into  the European scené,f'in'_faet,* I could see
" 'Wim a8 a background figure in a book by ' Sartre deecaying before our
'”'Very “eyes.On the terrace ‘butside my grandson ‘is cooing which " makes
a hopaful accompagnement “to my clatter,
- ?'uo lomg, Don, let's ‘have a good Tong letter from you,
‘will ‘you? By ‘the way, M:' Wright- turned out a rolly-polly, very
friendly ‘1ittle man with pseudo~ Bohemian laaningé5‘5not quite ‘Succesful
" as an intellectual, I think, but & good Middle-Western salesman,
Meybe T'11 get to New York this Fall, let's hope.
i

Depends ' on the work and the sinking level of +the cash in ﬁQ?;.tille
A } ‘ o
‘Yous,  as ever -




June R&, 1948

Dear Vickis

You have probably received my cable regarding
our representative, Mr. Norman Wright, who wishea to see you
regarding a book project. This reguest came to me through
our Foreign Department, and as I supposed you must be doing
somg research for the Hgwaiian book about which you once talked
to me, T thought it might be useful to you to see him,

As a maltter of facht, I haven't heard from you for
so long, I didn't even know you were in Hawail. T hope your be-
ing there mesns that the family is all well and that Wolfgang
1g thriving. '

’ T have had & feeling you must be brooding a bit
over HEADLESS ANGEL and I dontt blame you a bit, although it sold
much better than most of our other books during the same period,
it has been caught like the rest of them in the general slump,
and sales have been very slow. It 'is a very curious thing that
some books which have sold about 5,000 coples ean get on the best-
gseller list these dayy In any case, our high-powsred sales methods
availed usg nothing in this particular instance, but it is impog~
sible to tell why as nothing sells anyway.

' I have had & letler from Rosie in London, and she
gald she had & very good time there. I think she is now in Parls,
trying to get into Germany. Xen is in England, and Tibbie is flying
over tomorrow to join him. '

I hope you are having a wonderful time and would love
to hear from you -- if only & posteard with palm trees on it,

§ With love,

hm ' . Donald B. Flder

Miss Vicki Baum
Royal Hawailan totel
Homolulu, HAWALT




June 1, 1949

ﬁaar—@iﬁﬁi:.

i am going %o be in Paris the
sonond week of July and I do hope there
will be a chance Yo gee you for a minube.
at least, You are probably so busy with
your old friends that you don®t have mush
time but maybe we gan look in the Selne
together or somebthing. I hope that there :
are lots of exeibting new ldeas revolving -
in your beautifnl head becauvse 1t is no i
fun to plan for the Doubleday list unless
we are looking forward to g/ new Viekl Baum. .
Pleage bell Don and me that-petd are hard
at work on a new book.

Kevin is g&ﬁtiﬂg four molars ab
onee, S0 we are gebtlong very little sleep.
- Otherwise things are fine. '

Love,

Ken MoGormlek

Miss Vieki Baum
fhulde Gommercisles
3% rue de Mongeaun
Paris VIIL

g A
alrmell
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OUR REPRESENTATIVE NORMAN WRIGHT WI&SIW&; TG BEE YOU,. WILL YOU PLEABE SBE HIM,  LOVE,

g Don Elder
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