
u.s. ~eace Corps 
Box 2613 
Dar ea Sala.am 
'.[lanz~nia ('J!angMy1ka) 
East At1"'ica 

It i I Tb.a111tsgi ving Qnd we ·hav~ just b0$l'l swo1 .. n in as 
Peace (;o;rp:g Volunteers, $eventy"'two of ue from the original e:1.e;hty ... 
nine, traineeao 'l1h:ts marrl:tJ the end ot a f.ou.:rtu,en wee& period 01' V®l"'J 

co:naent:rated a:nd vigorous ·training., It had its teruu,, tru.stx•ating 
and try1.ng momenta 11 bttt til.lao we had some tu.n pl.us enjoyable classes 
&\nd lec:rturesc Ou.r, t~ansporte.t1on. was bJ bicycle, with which we went 
up and down the hills of Syracuse from classfJHl to living ,uarters 
to dj.ning hall. o 

Only ye st~rday w@r$ we tol.d ot ou:t' aocE>ptance am l/olu11t~ex»1Sq 
~ moat th

1

01"lough inv·ei,tigat:t.or.1.1> 1:nclud11:ig :L:1 . .t"e history and physi.cal 

and ~motional ehisc.t up, w,u:1 done on ea.oh of. llSo These stu.d1ea are 
unbeli®vably d1Statled and oJ,d. i:uc:eletons friom closets a111e produced~ 
duat@d or.:r. and rattled~ As a mQtte:r• of tact, some training oft1ce:r1 
maintain that thi.B i:nveat:tgiition is more tho:r-ough thatl. nrn.ny done on 
.f olt•e 1.g.in. cl1.plomli\ ta1., 

will be st&l.tion~d I will not xtne»w until we ar1"1ve i.n I)ax- $tll Sal~am on 
December s1xtb;,:, W~ will. hav~ thr~~ more weea:s ot i,n ... oount:r1 training 
at .Mbeya hetox~e our group :ts di sp~:rsed into d1.fterent school are,ru1, 
twt1 ·to six of us tog((}thero We will t~acl'l :tn thf) upper prittJaryll patt~rnq;1d 
atter the Rnglish system..., 

To all o'J.'I JC:)U. I send liin early but happy Season II s G;t:-eet:tngs 

lit:1:1d a "Kwst H@X"i it 1n Swahili o 



thank you for your ~ood wishes for th~ New 
Yeru· 'trl:1::l.ch ha,,ocrossed v,rith mino of January'. l.I 
,,1onder ,,,hth<:1r my letter ha.H berm :forwarded to you J rom 
Pasdena~I mentioned that I saw Henry in No~e~ber in 
London, but hE3 did not tell mr, uf your Peace'. Gorpt-:i 
ar,sj_p:nment whir.;h certainly rmrnt bG a very eXq,itlng 
exnPrience and hopefully also a very gratifying one. 

During my :recent. journey t,o Europe, I m(i,t several 
fri.E1nd:'. of your p!H'imt.:.:, who asked about yoq.t>o in 
Frankfurt a/J'fi~ Dr.B1:nder,1a,nd :Ln 8tut:,tg;art Mrs\,lGlse 
\JUst. 'l'hat you uncle is r'lanning to visit G(~rr1,ta.ny, 
I let!irned in Bon.n from thE1 Ar bet terwohlf'.ahrt; I 
do rw·t know when ht:.ll plano to b€) 1.n L'.:uropk'il, but X 
Bha.11 write him whdr.he:r he wan·ts your f',;1:thtn• tr:, book 
"Karl Flesch' s sozialeei Ve:rmUchtnis 11 ba«Jk o:r whether 
I should send it t.o your brother in Eleattl.01when h(n) 
rcrturns from I~nr,:land. 

Sine€! I publihsed last YEH:tr a small resear<)h 
atudy, 11 Sorne Child ,u elfaro r'roblenrn in African ooun
tries11, I am ,of cou:rse:) ,very much interei:-rted :i.n your 
observations and experiences in Tanzania,and I should 
appreciate learnirrn; of t;hem ,of you could 1nc1udE~ me 
in the ciruculation of any round, .. lf)t;ters ,report;s otc, 

I hope very much that you do not consider this 
strn:ger:.1tion an :i.mpoE:d tion as I am well i:=.tware that I 
never have met~ you and only w~rn a fi:'i(md of your pe,trents. 

F'o:r y·our life a.:nd work ,,ir:ith. the• Peace Corps my 
sincere wishes. I chaired a meetin~ on the Peace Corpa 
contributions to social weltare,lasy year in May at 
the National Conference on Social Welfare in Los An~e
lt.-H:i without knowtns; that you w·ould jo:l.n this import,a.nt 
work. 

If you write to Henry,pleaee pive him amd hia 
family my best regards, 

Cordially yours, 



~"- - , ...... 
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AIR J&TTER . ~ 

Miae Ma~garet Meier 
M,~/.The Agakham Sehool 

t.o. lox 47 • Mbeya 
Tan1anta, East Africa 

Dear Ma:rgaret: 

Sehool of Social Welfare 
April 13, 1965 

Thank you very much for sending me, through your friends in New York, 
your very interesting report of March 1965 about your first experiences 
w:ttb the Pea.ce Corps. 

Your description of the climatic and cultm:-al condition., the t:ransportat:io&'il 
eyatem, and the t"eactton of the people is no 1urpr:t1e ta thoae of ue who 
haVQ been :f.ntereated for 1ome time tn the baad,c condUd.cm1 of COl'OO\Ut\U:y 
development and of educat:tonal and soeial a:l.d to the developing coun.trtes. 
But l was pa~tiou1arly intere1ted to learn about the weaation, of the 
pup:Ue and you1:' experieru11e1 with the edu0ational a:,etem of Tanzania. 
l wa, glad t:o 1ee that tll• personal at:"rangementa for your quarters and 
foi- you,;- health have been 1atirdactoey. One of my foni.er otudent• wl10 
1pent two yea,:-1 in. Jeru was by fare worte off than you obvioualy are. 
the numb11r of your student& seem1 to me ,:at:bei:- b:Lgh and it muet be 
fairly 41.H:Lcult to k,eep tbem iat.«:Ure1ted a.nd eager to leai-a. it you are 
unable to divide them into 1ma11er g~oupa, 

O'bvioutly, the .A1ian g:roup :!1 mueb ,.uu,iar fo,:, you to contact• but: the 
ba1tc problem certainly et::Ul remaf.ua ... "'you,: cOD11.utd.oatd.on with the Af.ricu:u1 
gnup. 

A few week1 qo I had • letter f,rom your brother t.n London and we, glad 
to hear that he had a very 1ucunHu1:ful oemtnar :recently in Umnburs for 
wh:t.ch 1 could 1end h:1m aou fnndamental ut:erta.1 .. t hope that after 
the end of hle baatc •u11i,i;mnent in Rnaland, he will have an opportu~U:y 
to eee 1101.ne more of continental Bu-rope with h:l.1 family hlElfore he returru1 
to Sellttle. 

Some t1WJ ago, I also had a ve-ry n:l.ce lette,: from your uncJ.e in lbra.1111 ~ 
1 aa,ume h• will be on hia European journey in the near future again. 
But X. hope that he will l>e able to v:ltU: with me here f.tt Berkeley when 
be 1hou1d ~o to 1ee :,our o:rotber bt w,u,hingtonf 

It wtll be 9Qa~cely neceaeary to tell you that l will be an~ioue 
to heal!' mor,e of ym.u: expe:denoet tn the feaee Oor,1 anti of your 
p~ofe11ional plaua for the future. With my beat wishes. 

wr:Ja 

S:l.ncerely y(>u1l'1• 

Walter Jh"iedlander _ 
P:rofe1101" of Social Welfar• 

Emeritus 



AIR LETTER 
lt!Wll t ,,. • W 1"'"l4.......,..._ 

Mis, Margaret Mfier 
The Agakham School 
P.O. Box 47, Mbeya 
'!anauinia, Ea, t: Af:rtca 

:Oear Margal:'et: 

School of Social Welfare 
Ap,:U 13, 1965 

Thank you very m1.ui:b :for sending me , through yor1.u~ friends in New York, 
yomr vet'y :t.nteresting report of March 1965 about your fb•st experiences 
with t:he Peace Co:r:pe. 

tout\ description ot the olim111tic. and cult:ural cond.1ticm, the tran1SportaU@n 
1y.1tem, and th$ reaction of the people is no 1uipi-iee to those of ue whc 
hav• 'b1en 1.nteres:ted for some time in the b.f.ll3ic conditions of conwunity 
development and of edm::iational and social aid to the developing countriee. 
But I wae particularly interetted to learn about the reactions of the. 
Jup:tl'i and yoin: experiences with the educa.Uoru1t1 ,ystem of Tan:1ania. 
l wa, glad tc aee that: the personal arrangements fer your quarters and 
for yotu: bealth have been satisfactory. One of my fQtme:r students who 
•pent two year@ in Peru wa.1 by far wor9e o:f:f. tban you obvieuely are, 
The number ot your atudente l$ems to me rather high and it must be 
fairly difficult to keep them inte~eited and eager to learn if you are 
unable to <U.vide them into 1malbn: groups. 

Obviously~ the Asian group ts much @aster for you to contact, but the 
'baai.c problem certainly et:iU ren1a.ins ...... your tommunication with the African 
group. 

A f~w weeks ago I had a letter f'llretn your brother tn London and waa glad 
to hear that he had a very au.cceasful ee1l\inar recEintly in llamburt fo:r 
w:tcih 1 could send him some :fundamental ma.te'llfial. I hope that after 
the end of his baetc assignment :ln Euglan<J., be will have an. opport:un:U:y 
to see some more of continental Europe with hie family before he returns 
to Seattle. 

lc:mte time a.go, I alto had a very 11ice lettei· fx-om you1: uncla in B1~a:dl. 
I aseume he will be on his European journey in the near future again. 
But .I hope that he "1,:U be able to visit with me lun:e in ierkelay when 
he should go to see your brother in Washington. 

It w:Ul be f(larcely n~cet:u11ary to teU you that I will be anxious 
to hea:r mot·e c:f your experiences tn the Peace Ccn.~p, and of your 
profeteional plans for the futu~e. With my best wiehee. 

W1:j1 

Walter Friedlander , 
Jrofe110~ of Soeial Welfare 

Emeritue 



J(4i-JJ~v 
( -·•··· ... ····•· " ....... -- ..... , 

May 24 11965 

Dear lViar.r.:ari:yt: 
I trust you have my last letterQEnclosed,you find a photostat of a report on Tanzania by a group of VI~A volunteers unde:• tlrn au:,picos of thE? Amf)!':i.ca.n Fr:Lend1:1 Servic(; Cammi ttee wh:tch did not tmprekrn me: iLt Hll.,Jhat do you th:Lnk of :1.t? ,after your own w :x:pweience duri.nr: the past:, months? 

I question wh(~1ther this type of o:rientnt,1.on J.s not V<:.}ry supe:rf1.einl and mcaninglc-Hn~. I hope the Peace Gor-;i:n;; g£we you ./bettrir introducttor1.,How i:.:U.'f) your· ol.afHHH3 going·n: pa:rtic:l.patGd du:rirw: thi.s r:prtnn: semeGt0r in a soG1ologica.1 course on Gomp,.:1.ra ... tj_vE~ Comnnmi ty .lJevelopmEmt with a well informed Hrit:i.f:Jh profet:isor • Dr~Broclte:neha who spent many years :l:n A.f:rj.ea,particular.ly in Ghana. 



I hi:,rv·<:)' nt hoard frorn Henry recently, bt1t t.r?ua.t ·that he enjoya h1.a 
t,tay in London very much and will rot urn with new st,:tmula.tio:tul 
and pleasant experiences. 

F:rQm several coll(~agues in Los Anr;eler;; and ln St ,Louts ,1Jic) I rE:~~
ce.ntly had <:,:x:tr(im1ely n:tce lett,ers after they had read the b:ior:ra.,. 
·ph:!.eal st,udy on your fathe:r of whom thflY' did not, know be<fore"' 

FleasEi let me k1:1ow· of your well, .. being: and your ohfJ.11(:;n·u);lng work 
in Africa~ 

-V:tt:;h my best vd.~1h<H'>, 

Cordially yourB, 

/ 



Eli The Agakhan School 
P. O.Box 47, Mbeya, 
Tanzania, East A:f-rica. 
November 28, 1965. 

Oh ou Lord :11oulana Sharl Karim .I> .. 1-husseini Hazar, 
(well educated, m~iful Xing, descended of' the 
Husseini family, our present leader). We humble 
students, most humbly pray f'or thee. tlake rirm our 
f'aith in thee and give us courage to be virtuous. 
Give us the divine gLidance to discharge our duties 
loyally and sincerely. Give health, happiness and 
peace to our worthy teachers, parents and all our 
bretherenG Oh Lord, oh our Savior bless us with 
your holy noorani didar (appearance, full of light) 
in this world. and th~ ..;.t~ext. Amen. 

With this prayer ~e begin our school day every morning and I send 
it to you as my Christmas greetings. 
~ 

~~ Now I am starting my second year in the Peace Corps in Tanzania. 
There have been some changes, efcut in living allowance f'or one, 
even though prices are rising. 1:-Je still have enough and can live 
like the bette:i:; off' Af1"icans, ·:_being also provided with housing and 
medical care. 

There are changes in the P.C.V. groups. Almost all cf' Tanz. III 
group have terminated and are on their way home. Among them I had 

many friends, because ma.."'1.y were stationed in this area. Hew groups 
have arrived, the latest one being Tanz. IX, an,-.other teacher,' s 
group. That makes us Tanz. VI the 11 older11 ones, more knowlea..fsable 
in the ways of the country and our mission. The matter of f'act is 

that the new group looks very .fOLlYlJ: and green to us. But IA guess -we 
gave th~. same impression upon our arrival a ye~r ago.. ~ -

Now to my job. Although throughout the year I have been teaching 
rr.athematics and arithmetic in standards 8 and 6, art and some English 
in standards 6,7, ands, there were of'ten changes, either very tem
porarily or:e-£or longe:i. ..... · Teachers left, were transfered or were sick. 

So I have o.Ji:~time or &ngother been teaching in sta.ndar.das1, 2,3,5 be
S:i...aes my standards,~~... I am really gettin.g an 
e:-:_i?erie:nce in teaching even though teaching 1:;tere is g_ui te dif'f'erent .• 
:from the U.S •. A. It is more formal, moriB' dogmatic and and more ~ 
limited because of less materials a..~d books available and the Y\1 

limitation or' background of the children. The U.."'lderstanding of' ~ff? 
tb.e subject ~by' the children is of'ten very shallovr and to stimulate ...._. 'I'~ 
and motivate the children to learn is the most difficult task. 

At the beginning of the second term ou~ headmaster went f'or an u~
gradinc course ai.1d made. me headmistress pro temp.. Upon his return I 
cladly gave back this privilege to him, especially because of shortage_ 
of' so;:ne other teachers I often had to teach 40 ho-c:.rs a week. While he 
W8.S gone, one af'ter:noon -I had to march with the ~ntire upper school to 
the airport. fo1.:r mile.s away, to greet the vice-president of Tanza..1ia t~r 
7::avmwa. Ee; vras to arrive at one p. m. but f'inally cam?at six.. School 
children ~rom all surrounding schools were there to welcome him. Yl'aen 
h~ finally came he hardly stopped to greet the children. 

H 
""'"JI~ · ~~ Since September I have been teaching a:n English course twice a 

week in the evening on the secondary school level to adults. This 
is .9a;:-t of' Adult Education Extension, a branch that just recently has , 
opened in !tbeya. This has been a very rewarding experience even tho~ 
it added more work to .my load. The student's English is limited, es-0 

pecially in com_prehension. Many of · the .students are teachers, two 
were headi~asters, some medical assistant~ in the nearby hospital, a 



preacher, farmers and secretaries from the regional government office~ 

In November our standard 8 had :finally their big zeneral.ent.ranee· 

examination that lasted for the whole day. The children are now 

waiting anxiously for the results to know who are the lucky ones to 

be selected to go to secondary schools. There is a fear that this ~ ·~ 

year there will be f'ewer selected tha."1 usually because this year ,. · ,._ 

citizenship and Swahili play a.."1. impotant role. !,Iany of our children 

are either Indian or Pakistanian citizen or hold still a British· 

passport, even though most of them were born in this country. 

The Swahili paper ~his year carries exactly the sarne :point value (75) 

than. an~, of the ot.,her subjects: English, mather.1atics, general f:',/;',,,,~ 

knowled&e( science, history and geography-). Many of the children•~'\

have st~died Swahili formally only for the past two years, speaking~~ 

mostly Gujarati at home and English at-tschool .. 

).t the examination itSeli'i:I- was an invigilater ( test SUl'.Pervisor) 

at an other school, being personally invited by the Educational 

District Of'ricer. To 1.vatch the .. poo1" students from 7: ;,sQ a. rr:.. to 

5:30 p.m. with only one hour off for lunch was very tiring but 

interesting. This way I had a chance to take a good look at the 

test papers. 

Of,cause therjare always some parties in and out of school for 

one reason or an o.,her.. I:f it is at one of the Asian homes there ar2 

always interesting and strange goodies being served;ample and nu.uerous 

Food plays an important role in the Asian community, Eindues, Ismalies 

and. Moslems alike. ' 
~ 

~ 

j,,7 

~>-~ - - . . . . ~ - - -~·~b 
~.r 1:·or re1-axat.ion I sometimes work in tne garo.en, of'ten somewnat··~ 

ttTom sayer11 fashion. Only last Sunday I was trimming a rather large 

Cyyrus hedge around our house, when from next door first one and 

late~ two more of' the southwest African refugees came to help. 

1he other day I was preparing the ground for seeding vegetable&~ 

,7hen a little neighbor.e- servant gi:i.."l came to help. There is a 

smsll brick walk to our entrance~full cf' holes. TThen l was fixing it 

our favored pedlar came by selling local made drums and spears. 

sometimes he sells us porkmeat'or ivory bracelets(some are made 

Out or plastic). Bis clothing, whatever there is o~ it, is held L 

together with string and safety pins and his bare feet are f'ull 

of healed sores and calluses. That clay there was no business at our 

hou$e. lie put down his goods and of'f'ered his helpe Re could 

do a f'ar better job than I ever could have done, using his hands· 

and :feet to put the bricks in place securely. ~ r.. 

. . . y -0. 

On one week end several o:f us P. c. V!.s v,;ent on a safari b;y-~rt · w 

landrover, about 100 miles :from here to th~ Uzangu flats. The~~~~ 

fla~~ at this,time wer? very barren ::d a.ry:. The rive~s had •~ ~ 

nara...Ly any wa1;er and tne e;rass was sJ!arce. Some areas nad ~ 

Fevertrees, a\beautif'ul very thorny tree with light bark and 

yellow flowers~ In this area I saw my first wild giraffes, 

sometimes three to five together and·wilde~beasts, gazellas and~, 

many interzesting birds. The area is a,hunting area and for 

this reason the animals there are very shl. 

And then I have a little black dog, ~cross bread between an 

overgrovm dachshound and a p~ddle. Ee is seven month old and 

very clever. :Ee obeys well, he knows what 11110 11 means, exept as 

f'ar as he is concerned when it is about chic:-;:ens. They are around 

to be c.hased and pulled on their tail :feathers, just :for fun of -. 

cause .. He looks for the-ball when he is told to and feels like it 

and stays in the garden wheE he cannot go with me, sometimes snea~:ing 

, around the bushes~rying it anyhow • 

. r 
/~~~. Y· O'·" I am looking foreward to he~e from ALL o:f youo To all of 

/2 ~ _ '"' I wish a very I~IERRY CRRISTTuIAS and a HAPPY NEW YEiill.. 

/. ---
i ~ / A 

(>~~;~ 
-'~- \\ 

~ ~~ _,,_, 

From f' ar a·way .Af"ricae 

f 



Miss Ma~ga~t Mal$r 
mr Th~ Ag~khi.n Sehool, 
p IO. '.E()X 4'1, Mbiy& 
Telll&ini&, EA.ST A!l'R:taA 

Dia~ M~ria:re1a 

~1lfltnk you f~ youf g1od wt1h1m foi~ th0 n~· i·,.uii• i-ib:Ltd:t l: eoroi.&lly· 
:!:'etum, I waia1 W":f:, ra:uoh 'in·t.e:rte~d. in wi,u:r tut'ttilfllr e::iq,e~ten<it: in 
the Paaea Corps, ~tad I ho~ ;you will. ~ 1ucetli$f'!ll nc,w tr, you:, 
seoond i·@a.:r 1n heJ.p~ tht y-o,ar:t~ vol'lmteeti1 f:b:td thi,i~ W'14f m th~1:r 
n~w &tud,gl'll'l!$n.t in At:ri.o.1i, 

:t: w&a &l.so 1rit~~ated to ltlB-:f'n thllii'b y·o,1 a:r® tea0hin1 an adul.t 
noun$ in. En1lisb which ii tibvi,i,ue)~ an e:i:t$'.l'U:11.on coumt oonneoted 
wt.th i~h~ 'Utti'lff!l!Jilitf', ts :tti :ntrb1 

Ytn1 p:reiba.1:):'cy hi!\V~ hlll!Mr.'d f:re,m yoiw b:rothet" th~t h1 11 planntn,g •be 
1;:rtmt~l~~ row 'biog:ra1Jh1@&l otudJ of ~·out' tathe~ tn·to l!1ngl.11h, 1.11d 
I hopt:1 tb:S.1 wil.l, h$l.p to m&ke it ur11fitl for, vour ntphews snd f o:r 
othEi'l.:ll:' p&tpl€:t not, :t'amiU.t:r w:U:ih Ot:t:fl~n- I MW .al,et('} SQnt 't'Jhe l,11t 
of ;yeui .. :rattte~s ·ri>ubl.:\rM\titms to the '.ttQ !tU!ll@k Inairt'bu'be in N$W 
Yo:r.k 1,nd to th111 :'l1l.a5:n iar()h:lw of socJilid ~ :rk b1 Ot.rtll&t'JY'. Thit was 
dont iirl:ne1 iiht o:r.•i,g:l.nt.l. publ~.l;)at!.on or yc,nr f&the11• 1 lt:ee and wo:rk 
di.ti not :tncl,udt tht l.i~'~ of. publ:Loaticrie which :c had pNy,aX'ed for 
h'1t biog~phy, 

Y!lli:t\"' 1:U:tol.a in lxia11l .. W!'Q~ m~ ~oc;ntly th1.t hi! W~I (ft:titt ·1ntiere1.ttd 
in :rea. th@ eompil.i\tion ot tha, books 1mi 1rtiele1 which 7otu:' 
fath'1);r ·wr1 tt11nit., 

I hopa 'ij'11i:vb th11 1n,1Jont\ ~'ea.~ of ;ymit" vol.unwe,~ et(tllt:1:vitr with th~ 
Pt;Hr.\1~$ OCl~J)S will h:r;l.ttf£ ;y()'ll i'ti:r•t\'1$3;' ~s:tim,£'~Q'ti1on :l.11 @pi. Ut of• alJ, 
the :t.u1.:,d1hips cionn~otld wtth you11 pNamt wo~bt. J: wou.ld :tik0 t~ 
bJi1a:r f:riom 1-0\1 a ijil/l.i.,11 about youv 1~~~!{1;):noe1 • 

With in;y· 'M~'b w11be1 bi whifJh M~a. J'riiV,dl~mleW" ;joi.nm with m,\, I 
lt'$l'a(lin1 

W~lter A, Fr1ed1Qrid.e~ 
l':rof~e:IBO~ ot Social W~lf&~ 

ll;mtritttl 
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Mtss Margaret E. Maier 
908\ Arroyo Tor.race 
Pasadena, California 91103 

Dear Miss Maier: 

r· 

February 3• 1971 

I talked with your. brother, Hen~y, at the Council on Social 
Work Edueation Convention in Seattle and h$ told me that you 
are from time to time coming to Berkeley to visi.t friends. 

I wonder whether you could arrange to be here in this region 
on Friday, February 26. I am planning to have a meeting of 
the NASW Golden Gate Chapter Comnlf.Hion on J.nternatic:mal. 
SocUtl Welfare on that: •w.ming in my house, 64,37 Regent St1teet, 
Oakland~ at the border of Berkeley and Oakland~ and l would 
Hke very muc:}:l for you to give a 1·eport on your experiences 
in the Peace Corps if you would like to help us. l shall 
appreciate wot·d from you whether U: n,tght be possible for 
you to share your experiences with us. 

You probably rememb~r the biography which l wrote about your 
father and which was pu.bU.shed in Gem.any several years ago. 

With best personal regard&. 

WF:ms 

Siru:iarely yours, 

Walt.er Friedlander 
Professor Emeritus 



~~ 
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