MACKAY SCHOOL. OF MINES
UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA
RENO, NEVADA

DEPARTMENT OF GEoLoGY =(@ography

March 21, 1957

Professor Paul W. lLeser

The Hartford Seminary Foundation
55 Elisabeth Street

Hartford 5, Connecticut

Dear Professor lLeser:

I have just had a communication from Mr. Peter Michelsen from
Copenhagen in which he asked me to send you a copy of my manuscript,
"Distributions of Primitive Tillage", I am quite delighted that it should
be you who is to pass judgment on this paper since your monograph on the
origin and dispersal of the plow was one of the early works that I read
and came to admire when I first became interested in this tepic.

My manuseript represents my doctoral dissertation done under the
supervision of Professor €arl 0., Sauer at Berkeley., Professor Wolfram
kEberbart, whom you undoubtedly know, also gave me considerable help in the
early stages of the research.

I hope you will forgive me that I cannot send you, at the moment,
a better copy of the manuscript than the present rather poorly reproduced
one. The original is at Berkeley.

Only & short while ago Professor Eberhart sent me a microfilm
copy of the mamiscript of Wolfgang Kaiser that you had referred to not too
long ago in a review in Anthropes. I wish that I could have seen Kaiser's
paper esarlier.

My manuscript will reach you in a few days. Please feel free to
meke any notations in it that you think are needed,

Very sincerely yours,

: Tt L vanners

Fritz L, Kramer

h’“b\‘
MMN”;%@'Instructor
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Dear Dye Brameps

Thanlk you wery mwh fop your lather of
Hapoh 21 which I enjoyed very moch. ¥ am Jook
Porward wilth prest anbislpablon o reselving
and reading youp KW&W%WW%W

As soon se L heve studisd 3t X éﬂmm
wplle you m@;ﬁmg

Very sinoerelys

- Pr/esh Paul Lesew




MACKAY SCHOOIL. OF MINES
“A School of Mineval Industry”

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA
RENO, NEVADA

DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY~GEOGRAPHY

July 12, 1957

Professor Paul Leser

The Hartford Seminary Foundation
55 Elisabeth Street

Hartford 5, Connecticut

Dear Professor Leser:

Professor Carl Sauer's secretary has just forwarded
to me the Newsletter from the International Secretariat
in Copenhagen, There I see that at the Congress last
year in Philadelphia Professor Heydrich read a paper
on the origin and distribution of digging stick and
hoe, Do you know whether this paper will be published
or whether a transcript is available? I am very curious
to know Professor Heydrich's findings and ldeas on this,

I trust that the manuscript of my "Distributions
of Primitive Tillage" has reached you and hope that you
don't find the reading too dull,

Wishing you a good summer I am very sincerely

yours

m si: (,a bé\/QM.@,J

) - Fritz L. Kramer




MACKAY SCHOOL OF MINES
“A School of Mineral Industry”

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA
RENO, NEVADA

DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY~GEOGRAPHY
September 8, 1957

Professor Paul Leser
Hartford Seminary Foundation
55 Eligsabeth Street

Hartford %, Conn,

Dear Professor Leser:s

It has been some months since I have had a
word from you. This worries me and 1 am wondering
whether my manuscript "Distributions of Primitive
Tillage" has ever reached you, I sent it to you
during the last week of March.

If you would be so kind as to drop me a
line concerning the MS it womld put my mind at ease,

Very sincerely yours

LS

W%“v4ti L &KLLAX«&&@N/

Fritez L. Kramer




Sepbenber 12, 1987

Dre Prits T Keamoy
Wackey School of Hines
University of Nevada
Renos Nevada

Dear De. Kremers

Poday I received yowr letter of Septenber 8 and
I showld 1like to tell you that I sm both tervibly
enbarrassed and upset. I never have anaswered the letiter
in which you asked me aboub the paper which Heydrich read
ab the Internstional Congress in Philadelphia. Plesge
lab me express wy apologles.

I bave been terribly busy these last few weoks

?%mmn«gg for & year oversess (my sshbabticel, most of which
. plan to spend in &frica)s However, after having recelved
your panuseript many wenths ago T fonediately wrobe you
and ackoowledged the recelipt and told you how impressed
¥ was with your work and how delighted I was to have an
cocasion o sbudy 1%, T aleo senl several months ngo, a
agtatesent to our friends in Copsnbagen recommending your
manuperiph for publicatlon. 1 have kept your menuseript here
aod have not yeb returned 1b do you becsuse I thought it
posaibls that the commlbies in foperhagen might have additionsl
quesbions concerning 1ty which they wight ask me, Nobt having
heard from them I now wonder whwbher the sbatement which I
gont them might have gene astray alsos T sm wribing to Copen
hagen today In orxder to Lind out.

" Nows back to the Heydrich ﬁmm - Hoydrdoh did not read
a formal paper, bub spoke morw or lesa off the ouff. It was,
in my opinion, a very interesbing presewbabion and I ghould
Liles o suggest that you contact him directly and ask him
“whether he would be willing te glve you some debails ghout whab
he salids. Perbaps youw counld urge him to write something aboub
the subject watber. I am sure it would be most worthwhile.

With all good wishes, 1 au
Very sincerely youra,

Poul lesey
M¢/ﬁﬁﬁ




MACKAY SCHOOL. OF MINES i
“A School of Mineral Industry”

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA
RENO, NEVADA

DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY~GEOGRAPHY

September 16, 1957

Professor Paul Leser

Department of Anthropology

The Hartford Seminary Foundation
Hartford 5, Connecticut

Dear Professor Leser:

Your letter arrived today and I am very happy
to have it., It was with reluctance that I wrote you
earlier, since I did not want to press you, thinking
that you are busy and perhaps away for the summers
but I also suspected that something might have gone
amiss as iIndeed it had., I am very sorry that your
earlier letter never reached me. But now, that this
is cleared up, please do not feel badly about it,

Let me thank you for taking the time to read
ny manuscript and for your kind recommendation, If
I can contribute a little to this extremely interesting
topic I will feel gratified, Thank you also for the
information concerning Professor Heydrich, I shall
write to him as you recommend,

. If your travels in Africa take you to Ethiopia
you might be interested to know about Frederick Simoons,
Dept. of Geography, University of Wisconsin, who spent
gsome 18 months there in 1953 and 1954, He collected

a good deal of ethnographic information and wrote his
dissertation on the "Cultural Geography of the North-
western BEthiopian Highlands" under Sauer at Berkeley,

\ Many thanks again and best wishes for an en-
joyable and profitable year.

Very sincerely yours

g

,,.g.w-hli: L. \K/’L/\QMA&V

FfMritz L. Kramer




October 9y 1957

Dre Frite L. Bramer
Hackay School of Hines
Univergily of Nevada
Renos Nevada

Doar Dr. Bramers

As T mentioned in my previcous letber to you, I wrote ko
Oopenhagen the same day I wrote to you. Agains, I have not heard
from our friends there, I hope that I nay interpret thelr
silence that they have recelved the stabenment which I sent
sevaral monbhs ag0.

Howevers T feel that vow I should not keep your msousceripb
any longer. T will be leaving for Burope and Africa next weaek
andy thevelfore, T sm retwrning the manuvscript to you immediately.
Thank you for the privilsge of veadlng it.

In the event thers showld be additional questions from our
friends in Copenhagen (for which reason T held your manuseriph
unbil now), T would not be able to snswer them due to my
Imminent deparbure .

In the letber which I wrote to bhe Inbernstional Secrebariab
(and whieh I stil) am not swure whether they have received it ov
not), I made the auwggestion that the statewsnt which I wrobte
gbout the book should be communicabed to you. Not having heard
from thems I now feel I might meke & few remarks sboub your work
o you direcbly.

There is ne list of figwes and no list of meps contalned
in your mamuscript. I feel that it would help grestly if you
wonld add such lisbe, Also, of gourse, an index, to be sdded to
the book would greatly inoresse the ease with which it could be used,

Gf all the many things which I admive in your study, perhaps
those whioch I admlrve most arve your maps. However, I feel that
your pagnificent Map 413 "World Distribubion®, on page 251, would
be easler to vead 1T Aflrics and Burope would be on thé extrems left
slde and the Americas on the extrems right side of the map.

Your Map #15 "Distribubtion of Crook Plows", page 260, iz based
on the data from 1931. This is very flattering to we. In the




Dre Frite Le Kramer — wde

neantime an enormoug amount of maberdal hag been publighed
making the date published in my book quite lncomplate. For
exanpla, the erook plow very definitely exlebts in wide parte
of Boandinavia,

This leads to what might be the main eriticiems I am
afraid that you have nob used all the pertinent literature
and 1t seems to me that you may have missed some vather important
publicstiong. You do not mention the following in your bibliow
graphys Bratanie,; Dias, Hrixon, Pellbergs nor Jlrlow.

I am enclosing on a sepsrabe shest a llst of the most
indispensable publicabions.

There ave wminor {laws withoub importance which you will
cateh in prodf reading; for example, on page 295, the "e' is
migging on line 12, afber Francala(e).

Again I wish to congratulate you on your excellent study
waloh I enjoyed tremendovsly reading and from which I learned
8 great deal. T am sure sclence will ba greatly indebted to you
and our colleagues will find your work most instructive and
Alluminating

With very best wishes, T am
Woat cordially yours,

Paul loser
PL/esh

Po8s Az T wrobte you previously, I am leaving Hartford Thursdays
Qotober 1L7th and there 18 no time to have the list which
I inbended to enalose typed before wy departure, It will
be mend to you from here within the next few days.

[y

Polis
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May 11, 1961‘

Dr, Frlitz L. Kramer
Department of Geography
University of Oregon
Eugene, Oregon

Dear Dr. Kramer:

Thank you for jour reprint which I was very happy to
recelve, Obviously we share not only an interest 1ln agricultural
implements but alsoc in the history of our sclences,

One man was famous a hundred years ago and who now
gseems to have been almost entirely forgotten 1g Moritz Wagner, the
teacher of Ratzel, I should like to suggest that someday you
write an article on him. Not only do I think that the work of
Wagner fully merits it, but I feel that 1t would be of real worth
to draw the attention of “merican scholars to him, Toward the end
of the 19th century his name was constantly linked with that of
Darwin, and as Germans used to refer to Goethe "and" Schiller,
scholars at the time used to refer to Wagner "and" Darwin and to
the Darwin-Wagner theory.

Howéver, the above ls not at all what I Intended to
write ln thle letter. You may have seen from the recent Fellow
Newsletter of the American Anthropological Asseciation that the
Soclety for the History of Technology will hold 1lts annual meetlng
in Washington in late December, together with the American Hig-
torical Assoclation, and will devote two sesslons to anthropology
and technology.

I am charged with the responsibility for those portions
of the program deallng with anthropologlcal and soclologlcal
aspects of technology and alb present I am ln the process of trye
ing to assemble papers which might be lincluded 1n the program.
Would you be willing to read a paper, and 1f so, wlll you be kind
enough to let me have your suggestions? I should be most grateful
for your particlpation.

With my best wishes,

Yours most sincerely,

Plises
Paul Leser




May 11, 1961

Dr. Fritz L. Kramer
Department of Gsography
University of Ovegon
Engene, Oregon

Dear Dr. Kramer:

Thank you for your reprint whioh I wag very happy to recelive,
Obvionsly we share not only an interest in agricultural implements
but alse iu the history of cur solences.

One man who was famous & hundeed years ago and who now Seans
to have bean glmost entlrely forgotben is Morits Wagner, tha teacher
of Ratzel. I should like to suggest thal some day you write an article
on him. Not only do I think that the work of Wagner fully merits it,
bub I feel that it would be of real worth to draw the attention of
American scholars to him. Toward the end of the 19th century his neme
wag gonstantly llnked with that of Darwin, end as fermans uwjed to refer
to Goethe "and" Schiller, scholars ab the bime used to refer to Wagner
Tand™ Davwin snd to the Darwin-Wagner theowy,

However, the sbove i not abt all what I intended to write in
this letter. You may have seen from the recent Fellow Nswsletter of
the American Anthropologlosl Association that the Society for the
History of Technology will held 1te sonual meeting in Washington in
late December, together with the American Historical Asgoclation, and
wlll devote two sessions to aunthropology and technology.

I am charged with the responsibilivy for those portions of the
progran dealing with anthropologicsl and seciological sspests of teche
nology end at pressat I am in the process of trylng to asseuble papers
which might be lhcliided in the program, Would you be willing to vead
a papar, snd 1f so, wlll you be kind snough to let me have your suggasw
tions? I bhould by most grateful for your perticipation.

With my best wishes ,
Tours mogt sincerely,

Plies

Paul leser




UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
EUGENE, OREGON

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY

June 13, 1961

Professor Paul lLeser
Department of Anthropology
Hartford Seminary Foundation
55 Elizabeth Street

Hartford 5, Conn.

Dear Frofessor *“eser:

Many thanks for your kind letter and apologies for the delay
in answering it. : :

Yes, I should like to accept your invitation to give a paper
at the meeting of the Society for the History of Technology. For
such an audience I should, I suppose, spend about half the time on
the historical background of research on the distribution of hoes
and other primitive agricultural tools == although there will
hardly be anything new to say =~ and the rest on my own investi-
gation. Would this about be right? Since I know little about the
specific interess of the Society I am tapping in the dark and would
welcome any suggestions you'd care to make. How much time may I
take up?

A big problem is how to get to Washington. My institution
is rather stingy when it comes to out-of-state travel funds. My
department chairman indicated that he would see what he could do.
JUnfortunately I cannot do the trip on my own purse. In the fall
I will know better where I stand.

Of Moritz Wagner I know mostly through Carl Sauer's occa=-
gsional references. I must confess, however, that I have read
very little of Wagner's own writings. That shall be remedied.
From what little I do know I agree with you that her certainly
deserves to be revived in the minds of geographers and others
as well. )

Many thanks again for your flattering invitation. With
best wishes,

very sincerely yours

Shblodcace

Fritz L. Kramer




Augost 23, 1‘?61

Dr, Frite L, Kromer
Dapartnent of Ueography
Unlveraity of Oregon
Bugena, Oregon

Near Dr, Kramor:

T oam afrald I have been venlas ln answeydng your lebter of June 13,
My apologles, I have baen berribly overburdened. Of eourse T
should have written you right away,

The Society for the History of Technology publishes a pmim%laa‘l
salled "Tachnology and Culbure™ (Wayne State University Press)
which you mey bave s chanoe to 8es in your Library, 1% will glve
you an Inpression of the specliic interests of the Soclety,

Mibhough T dld nob reply to vour letter, I wrolte, a long time ago,
o the Booleby askivg them whether 1t might be possible to soave up
gome monay for your trip. Bo far 1 bave nob had an answey, which
is probably due to the summer vacatlon swason, Thuw I bave nobhing
vo veport in that conasoblon, .

Lf -you atill ave willing to wead a paper in Washington, it ghould ve
ag ghort as pogelble. I you ean oub 1t down to ben minubes, thab
would be fine, It should be s specific and sy "deep" as posgible,
which means it shonld deal exclusively with your own dnvestigationd,
The Boeleby for the Hiatory of Technology i8 a young orgenisabion and,
therefore, does nob want to be talked down bo,

In our last letters we mertloned Wagnoy, I understand that in 1951
6 thesle on Wagner was accephed by the Univereity of Marburg. The
author 18 & wan by the name of Hanno Beok and the ditle is "Morits
Wagney in dor Geshlehte der Geographie. Alas, 1 bad no chance Yo
gea 1b, The thesls has bmen praised greably, o,g. by Johsnnos
Stelnmetzler in bl "Die Anthropogeographle }7'@:1 gdrich Retsele und
Thee Ldesengeschichblichen Warzelin®,

Wy very beat wighes,

Yours most sincerely,

PLamnk Paul mmaw




UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

COLLEGE OF l.IBERAL ARTS
EUGENE, OREGON

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY

11. November 1961

‘Professor Paul Leser
Department of Anthropology
The Hartford Semipjary Foundation
Hartford 5, Connecticut

Dear Professor Leser:

My institution has finally gotten around to making up
its mind and has Jjust notified me that I can have travel money
to go to Washington. If you still want me on your program I
shall be happy and able to come.

I have my paper in fair shape at this moment. It will
be short as you requested, and I will have one map on a small
slide (2 x 2). If you like I could send you an advance COpYy.

Could you also tell me on which day your part of the
program is scheduled?

| On the Moritz Wagner matter: I have asked our library
to get a Microfilm copy of Hanno Beck's thesis. It has, however,
not yet arrived.

Very sincerely yours
"//}:-‘E(Z,MM

Fritz L. Kramer
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UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
EUGENE, OREGON

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY

17 November 1961

Dear Professor Leser: )

It did not come unexpected to find myself off the program.
Not much is lost thersby for the Society. I shall submit wmy
paper to the journal. Nevertheless, I am planning to come to

Washington at any rate to meet you and to learn.

Your letter is flattering indeed, not the least my pro=-
motion to archaeologist and anthropologist. While I have
dabbled in both (even have a cave named for me in Nevada) I
have to consider myself hardly more than a simple~minded
geographer, fortunately one of the Carl Sauer school. Such kind
words, noch dazu von Ihnen, geehrter Herr Professor, tend to do

to my ego what should not be done.

Am T correct in assuming that the meeting is on.December
26 and 27? Homer Barnett here did not know and I am not certain.
I would appreciate a note from you verifying the date so that I
’ caﬁ make plane reservations as soon as possible. I also don't
know where in Washington the meeting is to take place.
I am looking forward to the'too long ‘postponed pleasure of

meeting you. With best regards,

very sincerely yours
,/’.Lz’/
Fritz L. Kramer

P.8, Do you by chance know Ulrich Berner's address?




Wovembew 27, 1961

Dre Tl Ls Kraper
University of Ovegon
Depaytment of Ueography
Bugene, Opregon

Dany Dy e Kyemor

Thenk vou wvery mwugh for yowr levber of Novenber 170h which X
anjoyad vary muth,

Wy letter was nob intended vo be o bit flatbering ~» I aluply
gadd whet L fesl. Perhaps I could even put 1y In enother way s
eem 48 36 woere nob you, suyone of the Uaxl Seuwer school, in wmy
oplndlon, 48 & bebboy anbhyopologiet then the vast wojority of
anthropsloglets who segelve Yholr twreining snyvhere else, (Don't
boll Homer Bawnoth = he might booome proveked with me,)

The meoting of the Hoglety for the Hlsbory of Technology
will %oke place from Decewber 88 to 50th, ot the Ehowvehan Hotel.
The Shorvehsm Hobel
#2600 Calvert BSlreot, NeW.,
waghingbon 8, Dy s

4 preliminary progrem bes beep published In Technology & Gulturs,
¥all, 1881 Asouming Lrom your letber that the pericdical in nob
praileble fn vour ldbrary, L am enclosing & copy of the peges in
guastlony

Veyy T ddveot your attention seprelrlly o the paragraph conssrnlng

hotel resecvabliong

With wy kindeet vegords, ond Jooklog forwsrd to seelng you in
Waahlagbon,

Yours most sincercly,

Loy
iaYelo ™

Pl Lesey




Dooenbey H, 1063

Profapsor Frite Le Kvaper
Department of Geography
Undversity of Orvogon
Bugena, Oregon

Deny Professor Kromeyi

I hope 4t wen't ho boo muph of a shook to you whon you veoeive
this letter we bub, the plebure ?m? ohangods Une of the speakers for the
anpual weeting of bhe Soolely for Yhe Hisbory of Technology is in 131
health and will be uneble Yo come bo Veehingbons We would thus  heve
time for your papers

T heve gontacted my oollesgues and all of us would be delighbed
18 you would consent to veading ite Sinoe your menusoript ig veedy and
ginoe you ere pleaming to tenme bo Weshlngbon in any case, I am boplng
thet Ib 1s not boo much of an dwposition Lo ssk that you do us this
favor, even at sp labe o dobe,

The program, of course, has alyesdy been printed and bowueas
bhese are lastemlnute changos, no sorvection dn Lt gen aow be vado,
Thus vhe nsme of Hwet will epposr on the program, elthouvgh his paper
will not be rend, and to our pogreb we will not be wble to have youy
neng on bhe prinked progrem, 1f you showld do us the favor of reading
your papers OF couvse the substitubion will be sanounsed Ln Washingbons

Under these oivewwtonees I fesl that I eavaot foroses your
doolsion ag bo whothor you will be willing bo reed yvour paper, bub do
plonse let mo knows T wlll understond, however you may doplde wwe
although T do hope it will be in the affivmabive,

With my wory best wishes,

Yours most sinseroly,

Plosen

Poul Lesoy




UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

COLLEGE OF L.IBERAL ARTS
EUGENE, OREGON

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY

December 9, 1961

Dear Professor Leser:

I have your letter and I shall be glad to read my paper.
I only hope that the slide of my map around which the paper is
written will be processed in time,

Have I written to you that I have sent the manuscript
of my paper to Melvin Kranzberg for publication in "Technology
and Culture"? I hope that that will not prejudice my reading
of the paper at the meeting.

My plhéne reservations are confirmed -~ I will arrive in
the Washington area early on the <£9th -~ and I have written for
hotel reservations at the Shoreham.

The rather uninspired title of my paper is "On the Dig-
tribution of Bome Primitive Agricultural Implements.!

I am looking forward to seeing you in Washington.
Very sincerely yours

~jj::;t{TL, v&:udzu-14“

Fritz L. Kramer




Docembey 11, 1961

Dye Frite L. Kraney
Department of Ceography
University of Oregon
Hugone, Orogon

Deay Dy, Bramors

Bu for ag T oan goe Dron the 1iast of
Fellows of the Awerlomn inthropologhond Assoolabion, you are
not a Fallow,

Wonld you pormdt me to spensor your
glection to beoomlng o Fellow?

IE you ave dn sgreoment, pleaso £I111
in the enclesed form and roburn it Ho me,
With wmy vory Lest wishes,
Tours most shcerely,
Plios
e e

Poud Lesop

o




Docewbeyr 13, 1961 =

Dre Fritz L Kromey
Depaybment of Geography
University of Orogon
Bugene, Qrepon '

Dene Dre Kramers

Thank you for your vecent letboer. I em
dolighted that you will vead your paper et the fortheoming mecting
of the Soeloty for the History of Teohnologys

Sinee you intend to show slidea, » or al loagh
that one elide of your map = you will need a moreen and & projector,
1 should appreciete it if you would infoym Ur, Ralph Swnders
' ' 4116 Bubtorworth Place, NalWe,

- Hashlngton 18, De Ce

fmmediately, of the sige of vour slide or slides, telling bim of your
wishes conseyning needed equlpaent, e Baadere is the local arrenga-
ments chaivman, therefore I suppose he is in charge of such mquests,
You might ask him to convey your vequest bto the proper porson 11 he
ig not the one designated to atbend to these neads,

With wy very best wishes,
Yours most sincerely,

PLyos

Paul lopoy




Dogorbor 14, 1861

Dre Fritz Kramer
Deparbment of Geogruphy
University of Oregon
Eugene, Oregon
Deay Trs Kremors
So gorry w- the addregs of Dre Ralph Sendors
ag glven in my reweont letbor o you le incorrects My apoloples,
It in ss followss
e Balph Senders
44168 Dubberworth Fla, Ne Way
Washlogbon 16, De Gy

With my very est wlshes,

Yours most sincerely,

Paul Teser




UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
EUGENE, OREGON

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY .

January 3, 1962

Dear Professor Leser:

You got away from me much too fast after the meeting.

I left little notes all over the place in hopes of Catching you
but to no avail. ,

There are many things I should have liked to talk with
you about, such as your opinion of Heinz Kothe and Ulrich Berner
(and who was the man from Columbia who gave the dissertation on
the Pontische Wanderung?), and what ought to be the next line of
investigation? - Shall it be the different types of hafting
methods of hoes or shall it be an investigation of a possible
relationship between hoes anld adzes? I should have liked to
mention to you Joseph Sonnenfeld (do you know about him?) at
the University of Delaware, who is interested in tools, parti-
cularly those of the Eskimoes, and who told me some years ago that
he was conducting experiments on stone tools because he doesn't
believe what HBltker says.

' And most of all I wanted -~ and I do it now - to thank
you for getting me to the meeting, for gibing me the opportunity
to meet you finally, for introducing me to a number of people....

Mauny, many thanksl

Please remember me to Mr. Vilakazi and to your two fine

chemical assistants.

My warmest regards

i

Fritz L. Kramer




Jepusry 4, 1062

Dyy Pribvz Le Kromor
Depurtnent of Ceography
tniversity of Oregon
Eugone, Oregon

Doy Drs Xramers

It was 8o geod bto meet you dn povson afber
thess meny yeers, Noedloss to say I was delighted o bave the
gpportund by to toll with you, although 1 em wost unhappy thet the
time was so very limdted, with no real ¢hanoe bo delwe Mucther inko
the field of our common interest., DBub of course 1t wag reedily
understandable that at such o mecting there would be very Litile
chones for any personsl visibing., Perhaps ot some futurs gathoring
we may wgadn teke up the threeds,

Thenk you agaln, vo very muohe
Tours mesy sineerely,

Plisen

Peul Lasey




danusry 4, 1902

ey Frite Le Kvomop
Doparbment of Ceography
Undversity of Oregon
Eugane, Oregon

Doy Dye Keoomors

Tt was 8o good to meot you in pergon alber
these meny years, Needloss to say I was delighted to have the
opportunity bo tell with you, although I s most wnhappy that the
time wos so very limited, with no posl cheneo to delve fucthey inbo
“he fleld of our sommon intersst. Bub of courss It we readily
undergbondable thet of sush s mooting there would be very little
shanee for any porsowd visiting, Porheps st some fuluroe gathoring
we miy uzpedn teké up the threads,

Thenlk you agaln, so very mach,

Tours most sincerely,

PLiow

Paul . loser




Joxmary 8, 1002

Dy Prelbs Le Keamer
Doparbment of Goography
Undvergity of Oregon
fugene, Dregon

Doay Peitay

e - I wreobe you 4 fow deys ego and thet lebber
was weitben in such e rush (bolng misswably overburdoned with woxlk; se
always) Shat T eompletely forgot bo wilte you the mest imporbent thing,
the trae rosson for hoeving welbben thet first lebber, namely = my
thenks for the spleadid and interenting pepor whioch you read in Weshingbon
ab bhe annual meeblng of the Soclety for the Histoyy of Technology. You
kmow from the spirited dsousslon whioh follewed the resding of your paper
how eomplobely you held the atbention of the eudiences

Thand pou for your letter of Jenweey 3rds 1 an
aorey that L wlesed you afber the neoblnge. Aotuelly I wes bureying bo
yoonte wy room, cheskeout time helug wt 8 olelodk and I 4ld net cherish
the thought of foreing the Harbford Seminary Foundutlon to pay for anpther
night or bo question my "ewindle" shewlts Thon, heving suoveeded in doing
thisg I had bo aprint bo setoh the last dredn beoke 7T do appreciate vour
stbompbe bo overtake me snd I em berribly sorey thabt your efforts wenb
unyewnrded

I haven®s vhe slighbest ides who the men from
%mlu%bim,w&aa I didnts mind oo mueh bhat he started telking sbout the
Pentdache Wanderung, but that he told the sudlonce sboul the great, recent
sxoltlng dlpeovery of the Tochsrle langusge, and the physicel sppesrence of
Lty spenkera, that really took the ceke., Afver all, I don' mind a culture
log of 30 yoarg - that s gulte normals T understand thet Buropssns o
proseny ary dlscovering Dewey, but that Columble now is dlscovering Gruenwedel s
and von LeCoqts publicstlons from the firet years of this cantury reellyis
gomethinge

‘ Kothe, in my opinlon, is en Intellipml end
dlligent mene T have met him repoatedly, I have never meb Berner, However,
what T heve poad of Bermerls publisaetione has not boo muoh Lmpressed mo,

When L sounded off in the dimcussion followling
your paper 1t wes only besause I bad become disgusted with the nonsense by
gome speakers in thelr rewwrks concerning the hoe in North Awnsries,

The guestlion ap bo whether enything hes beon
invented several times or only once, never cen be tr-uted in o theoretioal




Dys Fyita L Krameyp g Janueyry 8, 1962

mapners  That was all thet 1 intended to say when I pointed out thet
before rojecting the popsibllity of hlstoricel conneeotion we must £irsh
heve w knowledge of the dfferent forms and thelr distribubtion. Letis
invent a caser 1L the hoew of the Vikings showed a vory specific hafting
mothod ocourring novhere else in the world exeopt in North Amerivea, then
I would be quite willing Yo sssume thet the North Americern hves were of
Viking origlne  Before we know the debslls, no hypothesis of single or
mulbiple orlgin van make sense,

Borey we I dontt know Joseph Sennenfeld,

Did you pet the lebter whieh I sent you
previous to the Washingbon meeting, in whieh I had enclosed s election
blank for Pellowship in the Amerloan Anthropolopieal Aseccistion? I+ is
quite possible thut you have returned 1t to wme and that your previous
lotter slwply Lo buried on my desk. But sipce I am writing you I
thought it best to ask you aboubt L% before starting to dlg into the
deoper layors of my unenswered correspondonce,

With my wery best rogards,

Yours mosh sincerely,

Pleos

Pogl Leper




Deaxr //{ZAAAJL -

Please send a reprint of your last paper on ethnology
or cultural anthropology, folklore, linguistic, archeology, etc.,
to the first-named person on the list bélow,. and copies of
this letter to four folklorists, anthropologists, etc., whom
you know, within three days.

In about 26 days, if you answer promptly, you should
receive 256 reprints from some amazing people.

Don't spoil this game, which has been going on since
19561

In your four letters copy the following list, leaving
out the top name, and adding your own name at the bottom.

Sincerely

g

Fritz L. Kramer

ls S. J. Sackett, Fort Hayes Kensas State College, Hays, Kansas
2+ Ray Browne, Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana

3+ Jan H. Brunvand, Dept. of Humenities, Univ. of Idaho,
Moscow, Idaho.

Lk, TPritz L. Kramer, Dept. of Geography, Univ. of Oregon,
. ‘Eugene, Oregon.

UJ{kALk Srwee Gepﬁfh et OCV ‘**T;Re )711A <{-1~‘}
wind . =




June 7, 1963

Desr Frites

A short time ago I recslved a letter and a manue
soript from Robert Adtken., Mis article deals with the
plow and will soon be published in NAN,

He oaseally meptlons in his lebter the fact that
for a long tine he has only redelved reprints from
Bteensberg snd me. For this reason I am quilte vertaln
that be wonld be delishted to reteive any of your ree
prints end, muy I add, I personally would be most
gratefal 4f you would send him whatever you may have
ab hand, espeeially srticles on the plow, or on agrie
eulture in general.,

(But, please don't let him know that I am the ine
gbigator of this sonsplracyl)

With all best wishes,

Youre most alnterely,

Paul leser

His address lag

, Kentle Close,
Broughton,
Stoekbridee,
Hampshire.
ngland

PLamw




THE COLORADO COLLEGE

COLORADO SPRINGS

October 22, 1963

Dear Paul:

Some time ago I sent a handfull of reprints to Robert Aitken
in England as you had suggested in you letter way back in June.
There probably wasn't much of particular interest to him in that
batch but I will keep him on my list,

During the year I was asked to do book review for the AA and
to comment on Jacobeit's blast for Sol Tax. I was glad to have the
opportunity to do both and I detect you fine scheming hand behind
all this.

You probably know that Science and Technology turned down the

paper shat I read at that meeting a few years back, The burden of
the referees' comment was that the article needs to be expanded.
Sure, but I have 300 pages of the stuff and that is more thon Melvin
has space for. At the moment I am trying to talk this college into
putting it into its obscure publication series, though with little

hope.
It's always good to hear from youl
Best regards,

,}W»g

Fritz L. Kramer




Qubober Bl, 1963

Dry Vrity Le Kvamer
Depertment of Googrephy
Univerdlty of Oragofl

Bugené, Orogew

P

The Colorado College
Doar Trite Colorado Springs, Col.

Thank you fop howvlop sent reprints o Althken »- I am
sure he wes wvery bappy to have theom and thet sy others you may from
bime to biwe send on te him will be equally waloome,

L owes delighted with your review of Helwfrld and am
looking forward to reading your somments on Jaoobellb,

Dowewor, I sm farbous o besy that Teshnology and
Gulbure will not be pMnbing vour papere I vour sollege will notb
print the entlre work, whel about byylag the publisations of the
Aworiesn Bibhnologicel Soclebyy or the NMemolr Series of the MMM}
or Mathropes -« (800 pages could easily be priated there in thrae
Ingbelwente; they do not hesltatbe o poblish ribey extensiva sridelos,
poonelomally emounting bo the length of o beok)s or Kulturgeschichbliche
Forgohungen (thet i the Memolr Sevies published by the editors of
Zalfeohrdft fuer Btbnologle)y or dn the Kowlper Bllmologinche
Wittedlungeng or dn Sbudlen zur Kulturkunde,

Do please kewp mo loformed.
"With all best wilshes,
Yours most sineereli,

Moaen

Paul Leser
Pofis  Uongratulations on your new position we
wo bad the letter all ready to meil when
spddenly we spled a ohepged addressy
Bapt of luck to you in the now posti
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Decembey 18, 1966

Dyy Frive L, Kramer
Saopranento Shate Collegs
8000 Jey Sbroeb

Bunoramento, Californle OBHL

Doayr Fritsn

Thank you Loy your yevent lebber which I wap so
happy to hawve,  Acbunlly 1 had had no indention of soming to
Berkelay, but now thet you have told me there s Yo be a
speeial session in honor of Carl Saver I renlly want sspecielly
to sdbbend, And what a plessures 3t wonld be bo have & chence
Por o talk with Sauer - ne well as & vigld with yous

However, I wugt be truthful by seying that I am
nob boo optindetio ae bo my chanees = o beip o California is
guite expensive and I do not think thet the Foundation wlll pay
my expensens Noverbheless, T will certeinly meke every effort
B BOne e

It wan most kind and thoughbful of you to invite
me bo come to sbay with vou if perchance I should be in Seoramento
and Lt would be & delight bo enjoy your hosplielitye
Aguin, wy warnest thankse
Tours most sincerely,
Plise

[y

Payl Leser




June 22, 1966

Dry Trite Kragmer
The Ceolovado College
Golorado Spriags, Colovado

Dear Pribee

Today L recelved the advence copy of the illuse
tratvions bo be used In your Lorthooming publication. Wany, weny
thenkss  You ean fwmagine when your envelope seme 1 dropped everye
Whing and lumediabely wenb through these pagess You know how
vary Interosted I am, end I should Like Yo convey my congratuladions,

I am sorry to lesrn that there geoms be be some
diffieulty In veleing the money to permit ite printings Have you
asonsldered applylng to somes Foundatlion for a grent for this? The
psople I would think of flrst would be the Wenner«Gren Foundabiong
then the Soolal Splenpe Research Couneil, the Nablonal Scionce
Poundatlon, Guggenhelm, and, of eourse, our friends In Copenhegen
et bhe Inbernablonal Seeretariat.

The Bbifbung Vollswagenwerk
# 3000 Hannover-Dbhren
Postlaoh 45
1s sager to expend 1ts work om en inbevnablowal basis, end they
wight be partloularly inberested in uwnderwrliting such a venbure,

By the way, d1d yvou gend & copy of the illuebrew
thons bo Sheensberg, end to Bratenich? I am certedin that bobh
these men would be intensely dnbsvesbed,

Agadn, many thenks. T hope you are well and
that your swmmer will be profiteble snd rewardinge

Yours most singerely,

Plises

Paul Leser




f v March 2, 1967

V4

Dry Fritz L.Kramer
The Colorado College
Uolorade Springs, Coloyado

Dear Prita:

This brings to you my sincere thanks for the reprint
of yoar srticle on Bduard Hebn. T am delighted to have it and am
moet grabeful bo you. May I congwatulate you on the publication of
this artiele which, as you knowy, is most interesting to me and will
prove exc pbtionally useful to me in my own research as well as in
my clagsess  Thank you so very muchs

1 am under the twpresslon that T ebill have not thanked
you for some material which you malled to me previously on the disbriw
~bution of plow types.

This arrived just asg I was leaving for Burope where I
gorved as visitlog professor at the University of Vienna for the fivst
gensaber. On my way home, while entering a taxl in golng from one
vailroad station to another In Paris, I wrenched my back. The pain
graw sbeadily worse and after boarding the ship at Le Havre I found it
impossible to move., On examination the ship surgeon orderedms to
romain in bed for the dugation of the twrlp, and afber arriving in
Harbford, my dootor prescribed a conbinuation of hed yest. I have
now been on my back for over four weekssnd I do net know Just when
T will be able to be up and aroundagain, bubt hops 1t will be goon,

. With my vepry best wishes bo you, and again, my sincere
thenks for the reprints which you have so kindly sent me,

Yours most sincerely,

Pl.ses

Pavl leser




Dipe Felbz Lo Kroper
Depsvhment of Geuvgraphy
Portlend Sbete Dollegs
Pordland, Dregon  97TR0Y

Deay Fribsgy

Seversd duys ego in the mell ¥ maeeelived your extreordionry
volume "Brecking Cround™,

Plesse noooph wmy wansest congratulations on the publisation
of Whis mosd inteyesting treatise « 40 will be mest useful o we in
wy work sad aotuslly ie o "ground beeeklug” eludy. You know how very
maek vour book will interest me. I awm wrltlng fwwedistely o swprens
wy eppreciabion %o you and will beplo now to study 1% in detedl ew
thies will keep we busy for sowme 1LbLe Blne.

‘ 1 omm delighted bo have recolyed 1% for yet another end
unrelated respont o lebvbey whleh T hed weltton you seme time sgo
and rent to Colorade wes roburoed 4o we undeliverebley 1V s now
enclosed along with this,

With my wery best wishes, snd once agein, my sipoers
thanke for your g,
Tours nosh sineerely,
Ploaes

i 416 % '

Panl




PORTLAND STATE COLLEGE PORTLAND, OREGON

DIVISION OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY

June 12, 1967

Professor Paul lLeser

The Hartford Seminary Foundation
55 Elizabeth Street

Hartford, Comnecticut 06105

Dear Paul:

Many thanks for your kind letters. TYour pralse exceeds
the merits of my attempts. As you know, your plow paper is
the model to which I aspired, but I am painfully aware how
far short I come of this.

By now, I hope your back has mended and you are bouncing
on your feet again. You'll just have to watch those Paris
taxise. '

Last week I received the first number of Ethnologia
Furopaea. I am, of course, very interested in this publication
and have already sent them my subscription. Thank you for
having me put on that mailing list. I falled to see Jacobeit's
name on it. How come? He was the one to make so much noise
about just this kind of thing.

With my kindest regards and best wishes.
Yours sincerelyy—
Fritz L. Krbhmer

Professor of~G8ography

‘FLK:pjm
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June 23, 1967

Dre Frdte Lo Leamer
Sepactment of Ceography
Foptlund Shate Collepge
Porbland, Crogon 97207

Doar Fritszi
Thank you vory wueh for your lotter of June 18the

Tas, thank vou, my baok 1e wery much betber snd I am
again dn ciroviation.

Tou agl ahowt Jaoobedt e well, theb iz a J5ffiould
thing to explain, and parbionlewly fn wrltlngs I suppose the wmain
rengon that his name doos nod appony on the Lieh end why he has not
bhoen inoluded on thoe addbvorial hoved of Bbhnolopgla Suropnes, is
that et the beglnuing, beok dn 1952 end 86, Tothe nlayed guite a role
in vrganlning end gobblng thinga zolng, and %o this day Kothe is wvery
well 1iked by woany members of bhat proup (although I bwve heard
remerks [ron som@ peopleo that bebwean 1960, when I pevsonsliy spoke
with “othe for the lest blme st the Internabional Conpgress of Anlthrow
pologioal Solences ln Parls, ho hog changed considerably snd hep
doveloped some strange Ldens,perhaps aven o kind of poresaublon
menda)e Kothe, somebtime bobween 1956 and 1960 (L Just dontt recall
when) lost his Job as professor of Volkskunds at Humboldb Undwersity,
gnd since thon has been in dlsgrece with the Communist authorities
howover, not with 8ll of Vhem becengo bto thies doy he is working in
Best Berling Jasobelt got the job which Kobhe held unbll thet tine,
ond ever sines bthen, whendver Rothe was invited Yo an Inbernations)
neoting, Jooobelt wes semt e his subsbitubes 1 sesume dome people,
in partieuler perheps Srlzon, do nobt wieb Yo have nomsone foreed upon
Bhem o

Welther Jocobeld nor Kothe wee w oommunist of the enely
hours Both men sbudied in Ghttingen under Plisokke who, ag you know,
alwwys was an exbrome rightist and, st loast bebween 1953 unbll the
end of the wer, & violent Weel {who even bed the misfortuse of having
had privbed nesrly all of his spoechen, v« which he pave as rector
of the Unlversity), and bobh men spent sevorsl years following the end
of YVordld Wer II sblll lo 084tingen Then Kothe revelved s esll fron
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Berlin and went there, end boowme & Compiet, while Juaobell
pempined in GBukingen where he worked for some office or organd pabion
of the ALiies = 4f 1 sw nob wisbeken for the Freagh Ufitiee in charps
of identifying soldiers who hed been killed in wcblons e wy

roool loovlon L6 corpeat, At wes only after Xothe loat his Job

thet Jasobelt went te Jerlioe

With all best wishes,

Toure mosh siancerely,

Plisan

vaul Logsp




