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ke of Bottomn = b s %‘i&ﬁldlc, Texas

ccveived arers oo o vk atrocioqs

© cold-bloodes = C el recorded boro e .air} of thig
country, T+ S 4. 4oman named ool w0 0wWNs
a P - Caadlan, hag been aaste e - o used of
P : ieomurder of the Casner oo oers casaent
e to streccinen the suspicion until it bas almost

o @ certaintt . @ he recent premeditited srend e and
rovoery which ns Comnntted upon the persop of e oo

in front ¢ e sicum’s dwelling in the preschee «f B aany
and oivernt other witnesses, proves him to be ampi: - o ot
.~ iiag the Casner Brothers for their gold dand sheep, wineh
~vter were found in his possession.

This man Bottom had been taken by the surviving brothers
of the murdered Casners, on the suspicion that he knew some-
thing of the murder, and after giving them the desired infor-
mation and satisfying them of his own innocence, he was re-
leased.

. Mr. Goodfellow had started to Trinidad [Coloradu’ after
aload of goods for his ranche before Bottom was rel‘eaﬂed, and
on his way back was told that some of Casnerg’ friends were
- waiting at the ranche to kill him. Instead of going there ton be
i{illed he skipped out for Elliott. On his arrival there he reported
o the commauding officer that he knew where there was some
government property concealed, and asked for a detail to go
with him after it. In compliance with his request the scout [S.C.]
McFadden and six or seven soldiers were sent. They went
roetly Lo Goodfellow’s ranche, and the next morning McFad-
Lon an_:d three soldiers went away with Goodfellow, ostensibly

"in eedrch of the stolen property. After a while they came in
~wight of a house iu front of which fwo men were standing
Coadfellow intimated that this was the place they were looking

for.. Ax they approached the place, Goodfellow, whs was

sod in soldiers’ clothes, rode ahead and up to the tw. noon

“ane if bie pume was Bottom. Upon being angwersd tha!
das, and betore any one had an idea of what he oo
Sre Mr. @ deliherately shot the man. MceFaddan o baorse
T friwhtencd Bk shot and tried lo run witho e frefore

i stop hin: and get back to the spot Goodfailiw had
L e horse and snat the man s second tore 5ondvellow

drei

Ay i37%

then took the murdered man's korse nud pistols, and the Jdooan

returned to the fort. No sty - on tiken toward the v s
this bad Goodfellow for v - . days, when sowe o b
soldiervs notified the comma: Soad b they wonld

a full report to the Colonei o : wpany, This stiveed op 2
commanding officer to a sei duty, and Goodfellow v
arrested. '
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KILLING IN TH® PAN HANDLE

I't. Elliott, May 12. 1877

Editor Dodge City Paper i am astonished at a stale-

ment in your last, and th v ~ down liar who made it dare
not give his name ’

Some time wp o oma coonab Sorty killed two brothers
named Casner and the fudian boyv herding the sheep, then went
and made a proposition to a friend of his to drive the shecp
down to Goodfellow’s store and sell him the sheep, stating that
Goodfellow was buying all the sheep he could get. This friend
—>by name Nicholag Martin-—was horrified at the murder, and
instead of going with Sorty, he and a cousin killed Sorty, thej
went and buried the men, gathered up the stock and turned it
over to a Lea Dyer.8 Some six weeks after, whilst Goodfellew
was at Trinidad for goods, the brothers of the first men killed
came into the Canadian settlement [Tascosal. Their names are
John Casner and Louis Casner, and they had with them four
hired murderers-—by name Harrison, from the Cimaron, N, &,
one of the men who rode with Tom Stogton when he rode
through New Mexico and killed over twenty Mexicane and stole
1,700 head of cattle. Second. Johwn Boitnms, anothier muaederer
from near the game place; T.ea i+ o+ oud one name unknowi.

These men rode to Nicholas' b and called him ood, ol
8 Leigh Dyer war one of the first v caefies Ty the Panho el T s
a brother of Wiliwyr Tiver and of *- “iver (M Jhosjesy oaded
Nicolag Martin -+He! Vartiner 1 Teodiighty was i ;

the Canadian 1% - - Oigham ¢ - caidad Goodniohi

Duro Canyon in = .= ber, 187, oo Martin, listed on

Clounty census roils R ag oo 55,7 with two sene.

22, may have been .- ilow st s Martin, The “Soertvt 4

writer referred was “ - oeg Avel Srother-in-iaw, raihes

of Martin, J. Evette T-Jov giveg ;. count of the Casner -
4is Charles Goodnight, towman au4d 1 waaan, U, of Oklahor: -
30290,




Iroage ity Times

shot one ahesi st Ban Chen, but for the inter-
}Q;é;lé:f g}fle&lrbh(?g;:! Hgmar, would have killed the womlen
and children. A= oo cany took all the money she hzgl, a‘io
the horses oo . Ihey then went to Cssamero oxine 8
Cgadmaies G e - and robbed him of B gun :md. field glass.
; - er.ured their intention of k:uling on axgk_)t George
. iwan Tean, Osay Samora, two other :\wse-r§§ans andd
ttellow. A friend mounted his horse snd uni,afzed’(}oo‘t-
feitow, and he left his goods, procured & hnmf- and v.eni’; (%
Elliott for help returning to his ranche, and wnr;i'-,v ® fiﬁ;iﬂ hod
soldiers going down to Hurban Lucero’s house, kpm«f}m{r e ?m
guns belonging to Government they near a I\:Iexmau.‘a ( ;;x:&h,w
John Bottom and a man named Strong. On riding uvp‘ t_@s tel :),’
said : “This is one of he men; have any of you go@ 'nms' (,,ul 8 .d
Bottom immediately made a move to take out his pxs.to abnt
commenced stepping back, when Goodfellow shot him, bu
did not get off his horse. The horse has _been gsent to the ownex;i
who Bottom stole him from, also the _plstol has been_ retqrrtlel
to the widow: of the murdered man Nicholas. The other plgdcl) 8
have all been sent to the owner, and also the saddle and bx; e.
Every bit of the property has bee.n returned to the owners ?m
whom the murdering gang stole it. Bottom was po‘c nearer t! an
5 miles of his own place, and never had a family. Goodfel ctw
i gustained by the entire population, and '1mmediately came to
Fort Klliott and gave himself up, and claimed protection from
the murderers Casner, Harrison & Co. 4 will b cained by
. this statement is correct, and wi e sustained b
the z}n}ildgfxce now in the hands of the commanding officel‘r a{';d
(i, C. Buman, Casamero Reno, [Casimiro Romero] and all the
officers of Fort Elliott. in Sosed to Jack
asners have money, and have propos

Marggegs }(Si?e him and he is now in their gang to hunt who
they can murder. , . . .
Hoping in justice you will print thig, I am, sir, yours respec

fully.

Patrick H. Montage |
{(*an you publish the name of the other statement of lim®
1 expect it in Harrison the murderer,

s obtained the particulars  vate letter to a fﬁm’;ﬁ. 'ﬂ;:*
apar which the other state-  letter was not written “{ZT,W )
ment was based from a pri- lication. We are nat at liberty

¢ Wmners, u sheepman, was the founder of Tascoss.

May 1877

to give the name of the au-
thor.

We know nothing of Mr.
Patrick I1. Montage, the writ-
er of the above letter. He
seems hostile to Mr. Harrison.
with whom we are slightly ac-
quainted and who appears to
be a square, upright man, —
Ed.

Another Version

FYt, Elliott
Pan Handle, Texas
May 7, 1877
Mr. Editor Dodge City Times
Dear Sir—{ wish to give you
the true facts of the murder
committed by Mr. Goodfellow
and Lieut. Witherall [Charles
T. Witherell, 19th Infantry]
on the Cimaron, April 25th,
as near ags possible.
This man John Bottom, who
was murdered, was an impor-

tant witness against Good- -

fellow in having the Casner
brothers murdered. Mr. Good-
fellow came into the fort and
claimed that he wanted some
soldiers to bring in some gov-
ernment property which he
knew of. So he and his part-
ner, Lieut. Witherall, got an
escort from the post com-
mander, and a scout, McFad-
den. They started for their
ranche, or more properly
speaking, deadfail. Arriving
within a few miles of their
deadfall they went into camp.
Mr. Goodfellow and Lieut. W.
mounted their horses. Arrviv-

&
ing at their place after davi,
they mhade a bold charge. Dis-
mounting, the brave Lieut, W .

<ok a pogition in front of
“tear dugout with a rifle to
reqtder cocked ready, while
—wdfellow crept cautiously
. the roof to the door and
~+ped on the door with his
pistol. An old gray headed
Mexican poked his head out
“e door and asked in Spanish
« iinl he wanted, when in hor-
ror and dismay the brave man
frant of the door threw
duwn his rifle and ran some
batdred vards or more before
lus partner, Mr. Goodfellow,
conld make him understand
that it was only their inter-
preter and clerk, so the brave
Lieut. Witherall and his war

chief were bound to have
blood, and the white race had
to suffer. Mr. Goodfellow got
an order from Lieut. Wither-
all for scout McFadden, a
corporal and two private sol-
diers to go with him. Good-
fellow, borrowing a suit of
clothes from one of the sol.
diers, in disguise himself start-
ed down the river, coming to
= Mexiean house, where they
came up to the house and
4iiad Mr, Bottom out. Not
= owing Goodfellow in dis-

aise, he shot Bottom without
<uining his gun off the «addle
-+ saying half a dozen waords,
“he ball striking him in th- top
of the stomach, then gol off
itis horse and gave him soveral
shots from his six shooter in




ihe hesd, There was a young

Y
rmun in ecompany with
I &

“nttom by the name of 3

sheep. Mr. Goodfellow re-
marked that they ought to kiil
that son of a b—— foo but
suessed he would net.

Lieut. Witherall mounted,
rode up the river to inform
the lovely senoritas what they
had done, and on return-

ing to their deadfall he in--

sisted that Mr. Goodfeliow
should kill another man by
the name of Emery or they
could not do business with the
Mexican people, but Goodfel-
low would not, as he was too
old: then returned to the post
without finding any govern-
ment property, which, if the
Tieut. W. had looked for he
could [have] found plenty, as
ieut. Witherall & Co., is
doing a thriving business—a
government tent for. 100 sheep
nelts. It was by hard persua-

in the guard house fn:
der.

Mr. Goodfellow made o re-
guest to the commander of the
post that he might go and visit
an aged mother he claimed to
have at home, but it would not
work. Then they employed ¢
lawyer of note by the name of
Wyecoff. Attorney Wyeoff pro-
tested on the plea that
a British boy, and claims
Majesty’s protection, deman..
ing his release or it will «:
in a serious conflict betwerr
the United States and Her
Royalty. Yours.

H. Harrison

AL}

T

MAY 26, 1877

Indians Defeated by Sixty Hunters in the Pan Handle

In the Times of March 1735 we gave an account of birdy -

et

deeds perpetrated by Apache Indians [from New Mexico;
the first of last March upon hunters near the Double Mountsi
This week one of the hunters who went out on a missicn
vengeance arrived in Dodge City and gave us an accou™ of
the engagement which resultéd from the expedition.®

5 The March 17, 1877, issue has not been preserved.
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T y t 3 4 S .+ COUNTERYETTISO,
with thie applization of therm to- this case,  We huvd | ey
rothing to de’ it Is for oupprincipal to udge how far'} The U "““'"? States vs, - . ,
. : ; tion of his }. & hese defendanls were pution tral, "
: tliey serve to debar him from. ke prosecutits with cumierfeiting, | The evidence. showed toat’
his servanis he  hac- always it Is ' propesed euterprise,and It ls for him to. take such Eﬂms itved i 8 tepaut hu and . their, acte
 fncalgent. | What conid have in- | SWpSas bemay deem proper to test the legal ques- ,egpmg meﬁg door ' loeken; &c.. excited 4
e aomuission of the Dorti- }tion sffectivg Liszights. Al that we desire s o Smie Ay nllct 'feﬁghmé% room,
T 4 foid onrselves from the Hapuiatiomof eedilaling de § B e, This was in ;“m, nd some
s ex}xé‘:?' -;;xg hnggilﬁﬁeyﬁﬁsi | signs contrary o thelsws of onrcoumiry, zud ofthe i by zaines adecidesly rugy bue; on witch acooust
STETONS “sand. | His handsame man- | €fott 1o accomplish them by aresort ta concealment and !e laeck of direct teatimony, us 1o their manufac-
bruft just holow: Carter’s Landing; apd subtertuge ; and webelieve the aere. explagation | ture by the defrndantss some - 0i the Jury were 18
sanenas atracted ime atlentian of cut cepnection with the afatr Wikl saffice: to ex- b clined 10 find ia thefr favor. ‘They were nut some:
samers pivipg up. and down | onerkie us from all such 1Imputations. R N time, and came backy saying that they were udabledo
. i fipe, spacious edifice. vt L E LAFITTE & CO. | ggrie. Oneof them siated that he had Ao sbpection
e . Surreunded by a cluster of peaw Cuaxrrszox, Monday, June 7, 1653, 1 to siting it out, } 4 he snoald have to
o : : : so, just because some people had nobrains. This
'ife a fam"\iiif Su;'_din' # pt?'-mge«%' mﬁ ! A Chapter of Pragedies« ;’ﬁ:mnﬁ- hm} &vier. jgas wi'%mi ﬁ'e‘g‘! O;:s ﬂ;: ri;bﬁ-
Lon. wife, highly eslesmed, aw e . e LTVR PEBSONS EI . jurers. «¢ Brers 1old them it v =
rer, besides ¢mo\§hez, sisters’ and broth- .I‘Y“H'LLW IN TREXAS ‘-‘1? E lﬂ’wfwh s ,“‘t’(‘?‘"‘ - poriant they should sgree, because there couild be no
ish =il om there -existed g devoled auact A Texas paper has> the following © “On Satur- | Ceurtfor more than a week lopger, as the court-
were thus, without iptinvation, awfully and | §8¥ Tight, May 23, 3 party of armed men, supposed 1o | rouIm must then be given up, and it would be very hard
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hwrclt. He had
\duties in all toe zelztions of

sinfitly berezved.  Au intease excitement prevails feabout thirty - Busmber, disguired in black and | fe'keepthe mer in confinement ail Summer loBg.|

rpughoti the tommunity at this uptiaely and ter- | white masks, suddenly made their appearane? at the | TheJury retired, and had not agreed at the adjourns|

ok ‘ i€ al ivation. Of eourse, the three regroes are Mission of Sun Jose, distant four miles fromSan An- | mentef Cot > - N ’ -

iy besides legged A the form of u triud for the forio. 1 roxtof oue of the houses in the Mission~ Mr. Tirelli ;;paaredffor tha defence.

invited, | }uu:dg, fur \&ié_ :n bgygn;& z; unu})_t,lt ta 13 SqQUars two: z:)‘tegz were s.leep%ng in the open alr, as Is |- PANSIRG COUNTZRPEIT COIN,

s UL St ke soaffold, and that ab zodisian . cnstemary at 1his season. These taen, Fsiree Lovez . ro. Antomi e . — Tl pris-

esses oF : > 1Be budy was fonrd, fhe sold wasch beloug- | and NicaNor Usbfalrs, were takenni‘ntq < stody by 013;716 l”f‘z.“‘t fggalf{’ "f‘ - 4 ;ﬂgoacmléﬁei; ruarte
ing tu.deccased was mis , apd so was Bis hat, The | theiativeass, and a third, PaBLo LoNGoRIA. e -ring & deﬁ{ : . 1?{ ;"?‘fm :f é’j‘; evidence w: that'qh of-

boy Cenied all kuowledge of them, but mpon being | ruise and coming to the deor, wasalso seized. A 'bfere?z the bald cusries at a fruit stand. is payment 1o

thiealened with asevere lasaing, he. aeced. themn, porson of the armed party then entered the house, - L e s

A nnife ard @ key weré glso sed, which the bpy | askipg for Frainciseo 1FE1zar.  in this- house lay the anaptie ; wat the apple seller told him It was bad and

alsw pEGAUCEd, after dewying that be kpew auytildng | COrpse Gf a Chud.buia Short time cead, warched by
ot them,, Fhye bat wis hidden pear where the body | Some wamen. At frst Ilvizar couid nci be found
was found, but the wateh bad beern buried at the foot | Dut oir ene of the parly striking & light he was discov-

of ia trez-cloze by the house. What 1 motives | ered hiding in the chimney.. He was brought-outand - e his] i
y . : ; e Y %) * FETS - the same apple cealer, which after #ards turned, ot

- ¥ OdrS, _places w1k tne rest. Affer asking somie quastions, | 4. be bad e Trie i oS PRy
JAMES RIVER. o te be bad. . Fhe Jury 1n this case also had mot agn

he asked for it back again, and said e would tell Bimy
where he got It ; that he wWas artesied and searchod
end had o gpantity of peuniesin his possession, and
that spme time belore he had passed a f: doitar on|

k ciuld have besn Is yei 2 1y ; ’
B : . . aod leaving a gterd fo prevent their being followed, ; 3
) ) s : ; : - > £ at the adjournment of Court, ;
e the party, Wit their prisonersin charge, lett .the i S g ]
, - ¥ iz ne S > o P : ' ; Santord appear : .
cer. . Soox | The Position of Virginia ox thé Slave-trade | Misswon, - Proceecisg some distarce, they halted, | Mr. Santo ua‘)yeare. d,_(_o.r _th'e_defence
! i g i ik H i Tvrvetd ? 8
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hereupon: % . ' From, the Richmond Enguirer. e g{“r gil’}:}h‘v}lnoi?g m{ntts ?'e-hslave rme_n:\on'ed, were
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g 3 <3pgante et Se iR R A sox L
enued.  The parly ,f:}“’“".d- tuelr course tothe Miz- 1 Contract for sale was in writing. The defendant de
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Jose, O thelr arrivel ey knocked atthe door of T fl o r defendant to withdraw demurrer and
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chinired g | Coplederalnin o o ey and princisie s to | S0 T es. ral harges. 109K - place. b guys. and the wrin
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t term, six i S ,‘;’ g,{..ﬁ.}uz oL Hf AT e -It.— "Erh;{}ni':r; - The gpeor father, hasiening to ime protectom of his | owner «f the premises. bought tha samie as part-g
remaioin | 20 S0 OET Bam, e R iean Confederation * | s o e Tre jatter defended themselvesas | her ceparate exia’e ; 1hat her husband has the man
L itmarely | g aifer--ngt - Black BD o the hasis OF State | luug astheX sinpmntivn Jasted, and then fed, The | spement of ker «airs : thuthe has been absent f
RlmAT:s —pzt ferws of conicieral R e entent control gtzer party also hurrediy aban¢oned ihe place, one’ some tnonths ; that she is ignerant of busicess | anf
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o far mere | EYe intectile testifution %_,b‘g‘f‘)‘; oy ;3%‘1": % | reneuttated. The other viet vs are sald 1o be horse 4 Fond iiterest hevech and Ccosts, and asy
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fSIsaUvAL. | w6 HEe ubiedly beentiiied 1o & matsre 3RG G2UD- | y5g: bt theirexecution in tha mapner dzicribed was tizne of e answer, 'TO 1his, answer the pial
¥ Christiag | oerate consiialivi; end would by gesezted 07 TSNS 4 g Drolayon of the laws of Gofand men.  Tae widow : o *
¥ for him | Fwreiy o the yukz of tne Dest wnlerestyef Virgmuc, and | of (rizAz. Who Was execuied by tae Lynchers, is ion netursily arises whe
—- G ithest refersmes 15 SETIONAL FRETLAICET since dCul. She was quite 3 young woman, and let : it p1SE  THAD AR €
here. . The e alublv. viw of iheunatter we found i {4y e of thesm af infatt six weeks oid s TF Oier Cause tHAn an excd
ol Wil H T peponsaly iG €APTESS inonder to adreister a fi o ! U= caitzen, one of em an ixfant % WeeKs od. from the deferdant for neglecting to camply with ©
o the de- ?f-“f“':, e vicnats i the Suutls who effect T A POISONING CASE. { conditions of ‘the.contract, can aller the terms P
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nt thap was i g

Eefore tee Bor. Judse ingrakam.
i BECISIONS.

BLEADING. . )
N. J. Weskburn vs. J.. F. Frantlin—Thi
was an action on stock coatract. The'complaint did
rot ailege that'the plaintiff_was owner, Or that the

the prison

B e by the | fcderation ander sucel 2 ¢ tisn  Tha suppression
oF Bli that | ot that fufamous trufic is o purt of the gwvernontcl
3 * oy pulicy Lo wliwh the people wf Vgrua pare comsistently
ther i dhired stnce thr Jormariore of the Drion. When 3z
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SOEN Y. MARCKE, 0Ur PIF senl ableyepresentative at the

Fours of Frauce, piacod his name, together witn the
nanies of JaME3 DUCHANAN and OIEBRE DOGLE. to the
ssleman Prow 1 the S:avelrade, he gave a
1althirl EX A T VITEwS , it was-the b

apei g ek e

a3y be Gictated by OuT TROIE Scithers asso- | 6f SCuTiIZ, At Benziuo's Hotel, some weeks since, ! 5,‘11.”?3”“5‘8‘?-”“ no such 11_1};""35315%‘116&99‘ here,
ereies, Dawever Jestruetive sich & course may be 10 ACCOIGIng 10 BT 1073, she has fonght no less thap ;| o '{e,?ilgﬂ% LIS as e P e Tre plainy
on the suh” | our Jiperests, or howes repugeant to our iong eher- ! four duels, apd,as e:vmence. hﬁex?lh'_te‘d scars which @ = ti:' f-; «Shufam.q xz:'z. .:.aee' 1 r:'. e;', ag;cefemen{
DERE fahed sertimeria, We #re happs to see that our states resuited from her contests. She avers tlrat {ke mortgagee to pay %zg inlerest ata ..-xg‘t:ma,
e, S £ar | SN L e south, has, at length, found orcasiur ty | she Is srlicipating the [otcesson of a fortune. of i 1o puy toe principal within thirty days thersafter,
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SHIELDS, Joe . : 1-28-1892

Location: Center TX

Offense: Murder

Secadeh this one . T+ tumed out fo be o
+elge lead. UH¢U¢'I"Lmo;‘r¢lﬂ Some oF the Pedple with
whowm T corcespond have teouble d\meﬁ'Mﬂhg he-

tuleen legal hangings and neeKtie parties. Sorry about
| thot !
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T'he Dallas Fire of 1860

City must acknowledge racist past, committee says

By Carol Luker
News editor

DALLAS - The town of Dallas was a flourishing
agricultural center in. 1860 during the pre-Civil War cot-
ton boom. But the prosperous economic climate suddenly
changed when a fire engulfed the business district on Ju-
ly 8, destroying everything but a few private dwellings,
according to one newsnaper account.

Three black men were presumed guilty of setting the
fire and hanged on July 24 — without due process - on
the banks of the Trinity River.

More than a 120 years after the fact, the newly-
formed Committee for the Dallas Fire of 1860 is making
sure the import of that event is not lost on its residents.
Considered a significant slave insurrection by most Civil
War historians, second only to the Nat Turner rebellion,
the Dallas Fire until recently has been largely forgotten,
relegated to the footnotes of local historical narratives.

But for the Rev. Dr. William Farmer, professor of
New Testament at SMU’s Perkins School of Theoclogy,
the suppression of this event is an ugly vestige that
must be dealt with, particularly in light of the modern-
day clime of repressed racial hostility. ;

The fire eventually would be blamed as an anti-slavery
action of abolitionists. Other fires in Northeast Texas set
at the same time help support the theory of an insurrec-
tionist conspiracy instigated by white abolitionists work- |
ing with slave leadership, Farmer said Jan. 31 at Holy | ©
Cross Church in South Dallas: T

The three men hanged - Patrick Jennings, the Rev.
Samuel Smith, and Old Cato -- were among eight black
men accused as ringleaders by a self-appointed vigilante
committee of prominent white citizens. -

SOME OF THE vigilante committee said all eight
should be hanged, ‘“but there was a compromise,”
Farmer said. “Those that wanted all of the slaves hang-
ed were appeased by the agreement that if they only
hanged three, there would be a mandatory whipping of

~1
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wamuet-smith, ard Old Cato - were among eight black
men accused as  sleaders by a self-appointed vigilante
committee of proininent white citizens.

SOME OF THE vigilante committee said al] eight
should be hanged, “but there was a compromise,”
Farmer said. “Those that wanted all of the slaves hang-
ed were appeased by the agreement that if they only
hanged three, there would be a mandatory whipping of
all the slave population - men, women angd children.”

The three calmly met their fate, refusing to make any
statements before their deaths, Farmer said, and an at-
tending doctor later wrote g begrudging tribute: “They
died in a manner worthy of a better cause.”

Farmer continued, “These communal murders of
Patrick, Samuel, and Cato, combined with the unlawful
Systematic whipping of virtually the entire slave popula-
tion of .Dallas not only sent a message throughout the
slave community, it also had a chilling effect within the
white community as well.

“Anti-slavery whites, and there were some, could see
whe was in control in Dallas.... So it was not just the

slave preacher Samuei Smith who was silenced by what

happened in Dallas on July 24, 1860. The voice of cons-
cience in the white community was silenced as well,”

According to the tri-ethnic Dallas Fire Committee’s
. literature, their aim is to acknowledge the three men for

their black brothers and sisters. If we are to paint an ac-
curate picture of the events that led to the Civil War

THE COMMITTEE’S specific objectives include
Pressing the Dallas City Council to issue a proclamation

and to vote in Support of a historical nfarker com--

wants the history of the Dallas fire taught as part of the
public school curriculum, .

White Dallas must repent of its historical racist at-
titudes, Farmer said -in his sermon at Holy Cross.

“As a member of the Anglo-Saxon race, | would like
to say that if I had lived in those days, I would not have
participated with my ancestors in the murder of pro-
phets, but the Scriptures teach me in the words of
Jesus: Anyone who says that shows himself to be the

<

Forty-five years after slavery
vas abolished, there was yet ne

Negro, as graphically depieted in

and Main
Dallas,

and a biography of Dallas attorney

Law,” on 'Feb. 23, 1910, Allen
lack man, was

| arrested for the alleged eriminal

arch 2, the case

. appointed by the o |
ing of the trigl to defend Brooks

guarantee of due process for the  with his client, but never reached

~ the above photo taken at Akard
streets in downtown ,

- According o the Dallas Herald
n Edwards, “Pioneer”
-year-old white child.

e court the morn. -

after his attorney failed to show.
Edwards was given but one hour -

A mob surrounding the Old Red
Courthouse charged 50 sheriff's
leputies ‘and 20 police officers
guarding the prisoner in an
pstairs room. Placing a nooge
around Brooks’ neck, they threw

no reprimands

could not ident
- the crowd. Conte:

of 40 to 50 men dragged his body
six' blocks to Elks'. Arch and
Strung him from 5 telephene pole.
His shoes and pants were" pulled-

from his body as he was dragged .
through the streets; his flannel
irt was cut up for souvenirs,

No criminal charges were filed;
im; were given the
assigned officers, who said they
F any attackers in

vary with this

“Some say a cify can’t repent, only individuals can re-
pent. They haven’t read the Bible - Nineveh repented.
Dallas must repent. We are on our w i

inu'mer attributed racist attitudes to segregationist

€rs causing fear,

“I want to tel] you, my brothers and sisters, those of

white people fear
African Americans, They ought to when they think of become like Holy Cross, where people of different races
they have to think i ) i

African Americans,

the terrible things they’ve done. All

of is justice.”

‘Anti-slavery whites,
some, could see who

slave preacher S
silenced by what
on July 24, 1860.
cience in the white
silenced as well.”

racism,” Farmer said. .

“All' of the churches in Dallas wo

and there were
was in control
in Dallas... So it was not just the

1 Smith whe was
Ppened in Dallas
e voice of cons-
community was




A READER FOR THE STUDY
OF
THE DALLAS FIRE OF 1860

Prepared by
The Committee for the Dallag Fire of 1860

As abridged by this Committee for use in Churches, Schools,

and other Community Groups and Agencies
interested in the history of Dallas

"The Past is not only important,
it is not even past, "

John Steinbeck
author of The Grapes of Wrath




History of Dallas

The Houston Telegraph, gaturday, July 14, 1860
[page 3. column 2 (July 14, 1860)]
Terrible conflagration!
The Town of Dallas in Ashes!
Every Store & Hotel Burned!
Loss $300,000%:3
The following letter from Dr. Pryot, of the Dallas Herald is just

received at this office. It gives a hurried account of one of the most
terrible conflagrations our gtate has ever known. A whole town is in ashes,
and that one of the most flourishing towns in Texas. We regret exceedingly
to learn of the loss of our friends of the Herald, and trust they may be
able to resume their issues as soon as they propose. To the many sufferers
by the fire, among whom we number some warm friends, and nearly all of whom
are among the subscribers to the Telegraph, we tender our heartfelt
sympathies. They are all men of pluck, however, and such men as nothing can
ruin. Read the letter.

pallas, July 9th, 1860

Dear Cushing:—= A terrible disaster has befallen our once flourishing
little city. pallas is in ruins--burned to the ground--not a business
house left standing, hotel, éhop, printing office, or anything, save a few
private dwellings. vesterday, sunday, July gth, about half after one
o'clock, a fire broke out in front of Peak's new drug store, and in an
instant the house was enveloped in flames. It was a large two story frame
puilding, filled with a large amount of stores of every kind. The fire
then spread to smith's warehouse, then to the Herald Office, even before
wg’could remove anything except the books. Everything we héd is lost. 4
presses, material of every kind, clothing--in fact every thing. I1f you
have an old coat, an old shoe or shirt, send it to your confrere. But,
notwithstanding we have lost everything, we this morning have ordered a
new press and new material, and in less than 6 weeks we will be up, all

right, sooner than you would expect.

The St. Nicholas Hotel, a large three story frame puilding 100 feet




front by 100 back, is totally consumed. Smith & Murphy's brick store
burnt, Shirek's new warehouse and store, with entire stock of goods, thé
Crutchfield House and all its furniture, including the post office and the
mail matter in it, Westen's Corner, Simon's new building just framed, the
old tavern, Saddler's shop, Hirsh's large Storehouse with entire lot of
goods, Fletcher's mercantile establishment, Birtle's olg establishment and
prviate residence, Mrs. Bingham's olqd residence, Law office, books and
papers belong to Leonafd, McKenzie, Crockett, Adamsg, Chapman, Russell,
Hay, and the medicine, surgical instruments and libraries of Drs. Pryor,
Spencer, Johnson and Thomas.

We do not know how to compute the loss we have all sustained; but
$300,000 will hardly come near the amount. We are all houseless ang
homeless., The fire caught most of us in our siesta, the thermometer
Standing at 106 in the shade. we barely eéscaped with our lives-~some like
myself, without clothes, boots, shoes or anything else. 1 will write
again soon.

Yours truly CHAS. B. PRYOR

The Weekly Telegraph, Houston, Tuesday, July 26, 1860

The Northern Texas Fires
[page 1, column 8: top of page]
Mr. E. M. Stackpole, of Dallas, called upon us yYesterday and informed
us that in‘addition to the Dallag conflagration, and the other fireg we

have already mentioned, Mr. g, P. Nicholson's house was set on fire last



week, but it was discovered in time, and put out. Mr. Miller, living near
pallas had his house and wheat stacks all burned.

An extra from the McKinney Messenger office also gives the details of
other fires in that section, all of a character to induce the pelief that
there is a systematic attempt being made to burn the towns and the private
dwellings of the best citizens of the country. guspicion has fastened on
two men who, we hear, have been arrested. These men came from Kansas., and

pretended to be jooking at the country. They have been seen in the

neighborhood of several of these fires, just before they broke out. It is
thought by the people that they are abolition emissaries, and there is
good reason for the belief.

Last year an abolition person and one or two -associates were run out
of Dallas by the people. when they left they gave out that the movers in (;
the affair should suffer for it. It appears that most of these fires have
been.set so as to insure the burning of the property of persons who were
connected with the committee in that matter.

1f it should turn out as suspected, we sincerely hope the New York
Tribune may have something on which to hang a sensation story of
abelitionists pbeing burned alive in Texas. If any body ever did deserve
this fate it is these men, if they are really guilty.

The people in the towns in Southern Texas were forming themselves
into Committees of safety, and employing large squads of special police to
watch for the incendiaries. Doubtless every suspicious character will be
arrested. Such should be [sic] and kept in close confinement oOr followed

out of the country.



These scoundrels have the enthusiasm of 3 zealot. Like John Brown,
they will, some of them, go through fire and encounter death in their
cause. Happily blind zeal is not righteousness, or Mahomet might have
usurped the place of Jesus Christ. Nor because under the influence of
this zeal these fellows may regard revenge as piéty, and murder and arson
the means of serving God, are they the less dangerous. Let their crimes
be washed out in their blood. and if they are insane, their insanity is
of a nature that burning alive will cure, as well as prevent the spread of,

The Weekly Telegraph, Tuesday, July 26, 1860

[page 1, column 6: bottom of page]
Further from Dallas--Another fire in Dallas County--
Serious fire in Denton

The following letter to the editor from the proprietor of the Dallas
Herald will explain itself. The energy displayed by our friend Swindells
will find its reward in the good will of the public. There is no pPaper in
the State we should miss as much as the herald. we regret exceedingly to
hear of other serious fires in that neighborhood. :

Dallas, Texas, July 11lth, 1860

Friend Cushing:--pr. Pryor wrote you by last mail the particulars of
the calamity that has desolated our once beautiful town; I write now to
request you to make an announcement in the "Telegraph," that I have
ordered an entire new office, and expect to get my pPaper again under way
in from two to three months, and I ask the indulgence of the patrons of
the paper until then. I did not save a thing out of the office except my

books. I heard already of pPreparations being commenced to rebuild several



of our stores, and hope ere many months to see our square built as
substantially as it was‘before the fire.
| Very truly yours, &C.
Jno. W. Swindells
p.S. A fire also occurred about 1 1/2 miles from town, on Monday noon -
the residence of Mr. J. J. Eukens and J.S5.C. Lenard. They were absent
from home at the time, with their families, and lost everything. We learn
also, Yesterday, of a fire in Denton, on sunday last, about noon, which
consumed three stores.
In haste, J. W. S.

The Weekly Telegraph, July 26, 1860

[page 1, column 7: bottom of pagel

The Dallas conflagration — From Mr. Stackpole's letter to the

Civilian, we copy the following estimate of the losses of various parties

in the Dallas Conflagration:

W. W. Peak & Co., no insurance $18,000
A. Shirek " " 16,000
Crutchfield House no insurance 12,000
Dallas Herald Office " " : 5,000
smith, Murphy & Co. " " 20,000
. E. M. stackpole " " 20,000
Cockerel House, a three story brick,
no insurance 25,000
Squire Smith's office . 500
Gen. Good's law library 1,200
Dr. A, A. Johnson 500
E. Wester 3,000
A. Simon's new frame . 1,000
Bartay, shoemaker 3,000
L. Reinhardt, jeweler 400
B. W. Stone, Lawyer 500
Carr,Asaddler 1,200

H. Herah, store and goods insured for
about $5,000 17,000




A. Simon, store and goods insured for

about $5,000 15,000
E. P. Nicholson, lawyer 1,400
D. P. P. Thomas' drug store 12,000
J. W. Elliott, goods and store 10,000
Caruth & Simon " " 3,000
R. R. Fletcher & Co., goods and store 2,000
J. C. McCoy, lawyer 3,000
Lynch, saddler 1,000

Only about $10,000 insurance in all.
[page 1, column 8: bottom of page]

An extra of the McKinney Messenger gives the following instances of
fire in addition to these already published by us. - A steam mill at
Millwood, in Collin County. Loss $10,000. Storehouse of Mrs. Dupre, at
Ladonia, Fannin County. Loss $25,000. The mercantile establishment of
Mr. Cate, at Black Jack Grove, Hopkins County. Loss $30,000. The Express
attributes the fires to incindiaries.

The woods south of Nacogdoches, between the Angelina and Neches
Rivers, says the Chronicle of the 10th, have been on fire for several
days. The fire has extended over a large scope of country, and a great

deal of damage has been done.

Frank M. Collier

The Weekly Telegraph, Tuesday, July 26, 1860

[P. 2 - Column 4 middle to bottom of page]
The letter from Mr. Welch gives an account of another of those
destructive fires which caused so much suffering and loss in Northern
Texas on the 8th just. They all appear to have been the work of

incindiaries, no doubt Abolitionists who are either revenging themselves




for having been driven from the country or are attempting to destroy all
property in that region. Words of execration all fail to do justice to
the enormity of the crimes of these villains, devils in human shape. Let
them but continue their outrages, and not all the blood of all the
abolitionists in the Union Qill quench the fires they are kindling.
More of the North Texas Incendiarism!
DESTRUCTIVE FIRE in Denton!!
$99,000 wWorth of Property Destoyed!
Fire at Pilot Point - Loss $20,000!

Denton, Texas, Monday July 9th, '60.

Dear Telegraph: -—About half past three o'clock on yeste;day evening
a fire was discovered in the counting room of the store of James M. Smoot,
situated on the corner of Elm and Hickory streets, at the S.W. corner of
the public square in the town of Denton. An alarm was immediately given
and every effort made by the few who first arrived at the spot to save the
books and goods, but to very little purpose. 1In a few moments the whole
pbuilding was a mass of flames. A stiff breeze at the same time sprang up
from the S.W. and in a few seconds the stores of Messrs B. & H. Jacobs,
aﬂa of Messrs. Baines & Mounts were wraped [sic] in flames. There were
twenty five kegs of powder in a hogshead in the latter store, which in a
few moments exploded with tremendous force, scattering fragments of the
building and goods in every direction; pieces of purning timber, fragments
of chains and casting were scattered for hundreds of yards, pentrating the
buildings on the other side of the square and setting several of them on

fire, and it was only by the utmost exertions of the few people that




happened to be in town that the remaining business portion of our thriving
village was saved from the devouring elements, which, owing to the
scarcity and distance of water at one time was thought inevitable. But
the ladies (God bless them) came to the rescue, and notwithstanding the
almost intolerable heat of the sun, soon brought sufficient water to save
several buildings which we had almost given up to destruction. As it is,
the whole west side of the public square with the solitary exception of
Messr.s Blount & Seruggs store, on the extreme N.W. corner is in ashes.

Mr. Smoot had with his lady taken a ride in the country, but seeing
the smoke and hearing the explosion in the direction of town he hastened
back, and arrived in time only to behold the accumulation of long Years of
laborious toil and honest enterprise smouldering in ruins. The losses are
as follows:

Mr. Smoot saved comparatively nothing. Books and all were burned.
$50,000 will not cover his loss. Messrs. Jacobs total loss 7000, Messrs.
Baines and Mounts saved their books and a portion of their goods, their
loss is estimated at $20,000; a building belong to Ed Row partly finished,
and a store house belonging to the Aldrich estate were also destroyed,
Véiued at some $1200. Messrs. B. & S. store was in great danger and was
probably only saved by the explosion spoken of above. The goods, however,
were all removed. While I write, Mr. Turner, of the firm of Smoot &
Turner, at Pilot Point brings the sad news that on the same day and at the
same hour their store at that place was consumed by fire. Everything is a
total loss. This swells Mrs. Smoots' losses on yesterday to $60,000.

Surely he can exclaim misfortune comes not single handed, but in
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battalions. How the two fires originated at the same time in the two
towns is wrapped in mystery, though we have but little doubt that they
both must be the work of an incendiary. Our whole town is wrapped in
gloom. Mr. Turner had made arrangements to put up.another house, and on
his way to this place to consult with his Qartner respecting the
dimentions [sic] learned for the first time the disheartening news ofrour
disaster.

Yours &c. OTIS G. WELCH

The Houston Weekly Telegraph, Tuesday, July 31, 1860

[page 1, column 4: top 6f pagel
ABOLITION DIABOLISM
The letter from our Dallas correspondent in to-day's paper gives the
details of one of the moét startling and diabolical plots [illegible] . . .
civilized world. It opens up a depth of human depravity far surpassing
the atrocities of the most savage barbarians, and before which John
Brown's conspiracy pales as a rush light in the fires of hell.
) The discovery of this conspiracy constitutes a revelation that may
well arous the minds of our~ci§izens. That the emissaries of fanaticism
can come among us and carry out such a plot to so great an extent would

hardly have been believed. But the fact that they have done so should

arouse public attention, and give direction to the eye of suspicion. our

soil is no place for anything but the dead bodies of men who could ever

look with complacency on such scenes. When not only our cherished




11
institutions are attacked, but more when the very torch is set to our
dwellings, the knife to the throats of our citizens and our wives and
daughters parceled out to terrible outrages of these hellish miscreants;
when this is done, not in one case alone nor in one neighborhood alone,
but in a conspiracy which extends throughout hundreds of miles of
territory, it is time to send the alarm throughout the length and breadth
of the land. It is time for men to buckle on their armor. It is time for
all true men to come together, and in the name of the people put to death
and drive out every man who is not a friend of our institutions. We say
this boldly as one who is by no means a man of blood or an advocate of
violence. We say it freely, not knowing what of wicked animosity it may
stir up in the minds of traitors. We would proclaim it in thunder tones
that it might arouse the country, and be heard even to those northern
recesses when these foul crimes have been concocted, and where now black
hearted sanctimonious villains are preaching the inevitable tendency to
these things.

An outraged country demands the blood of the murderers. SLaves who
have thus been had by the false teachings of wicked fanatics, to commit
dééds which render their lives a forfeit, demand the blood of the guilty.
The peace of the country that has been broken up demands it. Let the

whole people organize for protection and and [sic] vengeance.
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The Houston Weekly Telegraph, Tuesday, July 31, 1860

[page 1 columns 7 and 8 entire,
and top half of column 9]
Later From Dallas
A most Diabolical Plot!

UNHEARD OF SCOUNDRELISM!!

Fire! Murder! Destruction!

Startling Developments!i!i!!

Full Particulars
Baylor's Scalps, Politics, Etc.
Special correspondence of the Houston Telegraph
Dallas, July 2lst, 1860 (i
EDITOR TELEGRAPH:~The burning of Dallas and several farm houses in

this county, has led to the discovery of a most diabolical plot to
devastate the whole of Northern Texas. At first it was believed that the
fire was accidental, but the successive burning of farm houses and the
firing of many other towns, and stores in this section, caused reflecting
méh to adopt means to ferret out, if possible, the cause of such wholesale
destruction. It seemed almost impossible that so many places should be
fired simultaneously, and that that should be accidental. The out~houses,
graneries, oats and grain of Mr. Crill Miller, were destroyed a few days
after the destruction of Dallas. This led to the arrest of some white

men, whose innocence was proved beyond a doubt. Several negroes belonging

to Mr. Miller, were taken up and examined, and developments of the most



startling character elicited. A plot to destroy the country was revealed,
and every circumstance even to the minutiae, detailed--Nearly or quite a
hundred negroes have been arrested, and upon a close examination separate
and apart from each other, they deposed to the existence of a plot of
conspiracy to lay waste the country by fire and assassination--to
impoverish the land by the destruction of the provision, arms and
ammunition, and then when a state of helplessness, a general revolt of the
negroes was to begin on the first Monday in August, the day of election
for State officers. This conspiracy is aided and abetted by abolition
emissaries from the North, and by those in our midst. The details of the
plot, and its modus operandi, are these: Each county in Northern Texas has
a supervisor in the person of a white man, whose name is not given; each
county laid off into districts under the sub-agents of the villain who
controls the action of the negroes in said districts, by whom the firing
was to be done. Many of our most prominent citizens were signled out for
assassination whenever they made their escape from their burning
homes--Negroes never before suspected, are implicated, and the
insurrectionary movement is widespread to an extent truly alarming. 1In
sdhe places the plan was conceived in every form shocking to the mind, and
frightful in its resulés. Poisening was to be added, and the old females
to be slaughtered along with the men and the young and handsome women to
be parceled out amongst these infamous scoundrels. They had even gone so
far as to designate their choice, and certain ladies had already been
selected as the victims of these misguided monsters. Fortunately, the

country has been saved from the accomplishment of these horrors; but then,
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a fearful duty remains for us. The negroes have been incited to these (i
infernal proceedings by abolitionists, and the emissaries of certain
preachers who were expelled from this county last year. Their agents have
been busy amongst us, and many of them have been in our midst. Some of
them have been identified, but have fled from the country, others still
remain, to receive a fearful accountability from an outraged and
infuriated people. Nearly a hundred negroes have testified that a large
reinforcement of abolitionists are expected on the lst August, and these
to be aided by recruits from the Indian tribes, while the Rangers are
gseveral hundred miles to the North of us. It was desired to destroy
[missing text] . . . thusiastic in professions for the ticket. In all
honor and candor, I do not know a Sam Houston man in this county. If one
is here I have not seen him. Prom every county surrounding this, we hear (j
of nothing bu Breckenridge and Lane men and meetings. It is no time now
to look to local and party divisions--the country must be saved, and Breck
and Lane can do it.

The investigation of this unholy conspiracy is now going on in our
town and surrounding counties. I will keep you posted as new developments
aéé made. John Brown and his followers were fools compared with the men
engaged in this affair. Developments of the most alarming character, and
calculated to shake our government to its very centre, are looked for. 1In

haste, P.
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The Weekly Telegraph, July 31, 1860

[page 1, middle of column 10}
Texas Items

The Corpus Christi Ranchero has an article deprecating the "abuse" of
Judge Watrous by a portion of the Texas Press.

Tncendiaries in Texas—-If the town of Tyler has, thus far, escaped
the disastrous fate of Dallas and Denton, it has not been because of the
forbearance of the prowling scoundrels who appear to have entered into an
elaborate and systematic scheme for the devastation of the entire north of
the State. The intentions of the town-burners with regard to Tyler are
apparent from the following, which we take from the Reporter of the 18th:

our town, on Monday night last, was thrown into a
fever of excitedness by the detection of an individual, a
stranger in our place, in the act of firing the town. He
was shot at two or three times by the patrol, but
succeeded in making his escape, not, it is hoped, without
carrying with him some evidence of the skill of our
marksmen. Our people are on the alert, and woe to the
scoundrel who, arrested in the act, falls into their
hands. The tree is now growing, and the rope is twisted

for his benefit; and brief will be the time allowed him
for settling up his worldly affairs.

) And so the citizens of Tyler are indebted solely to their good luck
and vigilance for their continued prosperity.
Our opinion is that, when any of these scoundrels are caught and
hung, they will be found to hail from the Ohio Western Reserve. In other
sections of the North anéi—slavery zeal is, fortunately, usually found

associated‘in the minds of fanatics with a wholesome regard for the

integrity of their hides; but on the Reserve it takes the form of a



fiendish and malignant madness, which will Stop short of neither arson nor

murder in its hostility to the South.

The Houston Weekly Telegraph, July 31, 1860

[page 2, column 2]
The Insurrection Excitement
Public Meetings, etc.

In view of the disturbances on our northern bounday, a large meeting
of slave owners was held in the town of Anderson, on the 26th. A
vigilance committee was organized, and resolutions adopted recommending
the expulsion of all white persons suspected of entertaining abolition
sentiments, reprobating the practice of giving general passes, and selling
liquor and arms to slaves, and recommending all ministers of the Gospel to
abstain from preaching to slaves during the present year.

It has been ascertained that the negroes of Gfimes couhty have held
secret meetings, and many of them are supplied with arms. The action of
the people in forming a vigilance committee is well-timed.

) A like meeting was held in Hampstead on the same day, at which
precautionary measures were taken. The Courier learns that a suspicious
character, dressed in black, has been seen 1urking about, at late hours of
the night, where he could not possibly have any legitimate business.

Suspicious characters should be closely watched.

The Reporter urges that a meeting should be held in Richmond.

We learn from private advices that there has been some excitement in

16




Washington county. The Ranger, of Friday, makes mention of the holding of
meetings about Brenham, and the appointment of a vigilance committee.

A letter in the Waco Democrét, written from Waxahachie, by Judge

Buford, of Dallas, confirms the accounts of the troubles in Ellis and

Dallas. It says:

Since you left this place the investigations of the
vigilance committee of Dallas has [sic] led to very
important discoveries, implicating nearly all the negroes
of Ellis and adjoining counties. To-day a committee was
organized in this county, who have ascertained the
existence of a most perfect and thorough organization,
having for its object an indiscriminate massacre of the
white population. Under the lash the negroes have admitted
that they had in their possession deadly poisens, to be
administered to their masters' families in food; and when
demanded of them, they have gone to the kitchen and
produced the poisen.
There was some excitement in Austin last week, arising from an
attempt to burn the town. An efficient night watch has been organized.
In Fayette county a band of runaways was thought to have been
organized, to make a break for Mexico.
In Wood county a public meeting was held on the 19th, and a vigilance
committee was appointed, as well as a watch for the town of Quitman. The

movement was deemed prudential on account of the reports from Dallas,

Denton and El1lis counties. On the night of the 20th a man was seen

approaching one of the stores with a bundle of shavings. The guard fired

a shot gun at him, but he escaped.

The Gilmer Tribune reports the arrest of three negroes in that town

on the 19th. They had in their possession passes, papers, and various

documents, way-bills to the Indian Nation, pistols, powder, caps and
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writing materials. They said they were from Henderson County.

The house of Dr. W. W. Stell, of Lamar County, was fired by a negro
on the l6th, and completely burned.

On the 19th there was held in Paris a meeting at which precautionaty
measures were adopted and patrols recommended.

The Henderson New Era urges vigilance and watchfulness on the part of
the people.

A runaway negro was shot near Victoria last Sunday week.

In every part of the State the people appear to be on the alert, and
we have no fear of any further outbreak. The troubles in Ellis, Dallas,
Denton and Tarrant counties will be settled by the citizens. The
committees at work there are composed of the best men in the several
counties, and seem determined to make a clean thing of the matter. They
are receiving the support of thevwhole population.

Some of‘the papers affect to ridicule the idea that this has been an
outbreak planned and controlled by Abolitioniéts. We think there can be
no earthly doubt of the fact. The plot seems to have been deep laid and
widespread. A large amount of imported arms and ammunition have been
diécovered in negroes' hands, and in one instance (Fort Worth) an arsenal
was seized, having fiﬁty shot guns and fifty revolvers, ready for
distribution to the negroes by a white man. The white man was of course
hung to the nearest tree. The plan was to be executed simulataneously in
several counties, and in the same way in all. Stores and dwelling houses
were burned, and others were to have been burned. The people were to have

been attacked on election day and killed by poisen, by shotting, etc., and
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the whole band was to rendezvous for fifty miles around, and march in a
body to Kansas, or Mexico.

The negroes from all parts of Dallias, Ellis and Denton counties have
confessed sometimes voluntarily, and sometimes under the lash, but all to
the same effect, and all reporting the same features of the plot. The
investigations of the committees have necessarily been carried on with
closed doors, and it has been deemed prudent to make no publication of the
names of parties implicated until they shall be able to establish their
guilt, and above all, till they shall be able to arrest them.

It seems that outside of these counties the plot was not so well
laid, and attempts to carry it out have thus far failed. It is very
doubtful to our minds whether it extended as far as some think, though the
patrols established in many of the counties will be apt to bring to light
all the facts in the case. We believe, however, that the plot was only
perfected in Dallas and Denton, but had it not been discovered, then it
would have been extended to half the counties in the State.

We shall endeavor to keep our readers advised of whatever may
transpire in these movements, as fast as information is received.

The Weekly Telegraph, Thurday, July 31, 1860

[page 2, column 3]
LATER FROM NORTHERN TEXAS
Conspiracy discovered in Waxahachie
TWO WHITE MEN HUNG
We are without any further letters from our own correspondents in

Northern Texas, except from McKinney, in Collin county, which says that
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McKinney still survives but that there is a regular guard watching both
night and day.

From Dallas we learn that some one or two white men have been hung,
but this report comes on rumor alone.

From Waxahachie we have seen a letter written by a merchant to his
correspondent in this city, which gives some of the details of a
conspiracy there to murder the people and destroy the town in a manner
similar to that of Dallas. The plot was to have been carried out last
Sunday. It was discovered, however, and two white men'whose names are not
given, were hung on Saturday last the 2lst inst. .Some twenty—-odd negroes
were to be hung also next week. The danger was believed to be over,
though the people were constantly watching, and were almost worn down with
their vigilance. This létter is written in German, and we may not have
got all the matters contained, but believe we have the principal facts.

The fact seems to be apparent that there has been a wide spread
conspiracy in the northern counties, make up by wicked white men,
abolitionists, by which it was intended to burn the houses, kill the
people and run the negroes off into Mexico. Fortunately it has been
diécovered, not in time to prevent the destruction by fire of half a
million of property, but in time to save the lives of the people, and it
is hoped to bring the ringleaders particularly the hellish inciters of the
negroes to condign [sic] punishment.

Further Particulars
Mr. Cruger, who is just down from the Upper Country, confrims the

accounts we have received from Dr. Pryor. He says the vigilance



committees are composed of the best men in several counties, that they are
acting with great coolness and deliberation,.and that the people have the
utmost confidence in them. He also states that in Dallas they have some
eight or ten negroes who appeared to be the ringleaders in confinement.
They will probably be hung. They had whipped some seventy or eighty who
knew of the conspiracy but failed to inform on the conspirators. - In
Waxahachie the discovery was made through the voluntary confession of a
negro woman belonging to Mr. Marchbanks. Throughout the whole region,
embracing Dallas, Ellis, Tarrant and Denton counties the testimony of the
negroes has been the same. They have all agreed in saying that they were
to burn the houses and murder the women on the lst Monday in August. They
were then to attack the people at the polls, aiden by the reinforcement of
the expected abolition band, and having got possession of arms,
provisions, etc., fight their way to Mexico.

When Mr. Cruger left Waxahachie, last Monday, there was a rumor that
there had been two men hung in Dallas, and he thinks these must be the men
alluded to in the letter from which the above items concerning the
Waxahachie conspiracy were taken. The people in all parts of the country
ar; thoroughly aroused, and will not stop until the whole plot is laid
baré and the offenders so far as possible are brought to justice.

The various rumors which get into circulation at times like this, of
fires, etc., in different parts of the country should not obtain even the
attention of the people until they are confirmed. The report that Belknap
was burned arose from an accidental fire in the government buildings

there. There has been no attempt to burn Brenham as reported. It is
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understood that the report from there was caused by the burning of some
trash in the back yard for the court-house. We do not put any faith in
the rumor that the Capitol at Austin had been fired. We regard the rumor
that Marshall has been burned as a sheer fabrication. A letter received
from that place by us, dated the 20th, makes no mention of any disturbance
there, or anything unusual, except short crops.

The fires at Dallas and Denton appear to have been the work of
incendiaries. At Waxahachie, as appears by the confession of the negroes,
a negro was detailed to burn that place on the eighth, the same day as the
fire at Dallas and Denton, but while in town for the purpose, a box of
matches accidentally got on fire in the store of Oldham and the alarm so
frightened the negro that he fled from the town. Afterward as he was
about to carry out his instructions, a negro who had come fifteen miles
for the purpose in the night informed him that the plot had been
discovered in Dallas, and that they were hanging all the negroes and
warned him to drop the matter. This saved Waxahachie.

 We have reports from Grimes, but they want confirmation, and we will
not report them. The people are, however, everywhere on the alert and

suspicious characters are being closely watched.

The State Gazette, Austin, Saturday August 4, 1860 ~ p. 2 Column 7,8

Letter from Dallas/bottom of page
More startling developments—--Several negroes hung. Among others the
Incendiary‘who burnt the town of Dallas~-Investigations still going on--

Poison found in the hands of Negroes.
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The following letter is from one of the most reliable citizens of
Dallas, addressed to the editor of this paper:

Dallas, Saturday, July 21, 1860

The excitement consequent upon the revelations made by Negroes under
examination, continues unabated. Already nearly a hundred blacks have been
arrested and examined separately before a committee of Vigilance, appointed
for that purpose. This committee consists of the most respectable and res-
ponsible gentlemen of this county, whose proceedings have been characterized
by the utmost prudence and moderation. During so much excitement and confu-
sion it seems almost a miracle that so much forethought and deliberation '
should govern their actions. Such developments and such outrages would seem
to indicate a speedy resort to extreme measures; but in this instance they
have acted with as much calmness as if no public calamity had befallen the
community, and as if no extraordinary emerdgency had called them from their
homes.

Crowds of men are in Dallas, anxious and eager to lend their assistance,
and feady to quell every disturbance that threatens the peace of the State.
The developments are of the most startling character, unfolding the most
diabolical plot that the wickedness of men could invent to destroy this whole
section of the country.

At the town of Lancaster the same general plot was revealed--to burn the
town, to poison the inhabitants, to assassinate the aged females, and to
seize and appropriate the young and handsome for their villainous purposes.
Thank God! this unhallowed conspiracy hés been nipped in the bud, and the

country saved from such a scene of horrors.
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Investigations are going on in all directions and startling disclosures
are being made.

Monday, July 23. An immense concourse of people from all parts of
the country is here awaiting the action of the committee of Vigilance.

The stage came in from Waxahachie yesterday, bringing news of the high
state of excitement in that town. The conspiracy and insurrectionary
spirit extend to that place in all the horrid forms contemplated at this
place. Throughout the country as far as we can learn the same thing
exists. That town was destined to be burned, the people to be poisoned
and slaughtered, and the remaining property to be distributed among the
victorious blacks. On Red Oak Creek the chief poisoner had been arrested
and executed. Negroes at Waxahachie have been detected with the poison in
their possession; and a runner in town yesterday reports that there have
been several executions at that place. We have not yet received the
particulars.

The committee of Vigilance have been in session all day, and this
evening, they announced that 3 of the ringleaders of the insurrection are
to be hanged tomorrow--These hardened scoundrels were among the most
héfdened and unscrupulous of the whole number. The decision seems to give
geheral satisfaction. The crowd dispersed after this announcement, and a
strong guard was detailed to watch the jail in which are confined 6 or 8
of the criminals. The police are active and unremitting in their efforts
and it would be impossible for the whole abolition fraternityAto surprise
us now, although we might easily be overpowered. They 'would have to

fight for it' however.



Tuesday, July 24. This evening at 4 o'clock the 3 ringleaders, Sam,
Cato, and Patrick were escorted from the jail under a strong guard to the
place of execution. An immense concourse of citizens and Negroes
assembled to witness their exit from the scene of their wickedness. As
they passed through the town they surveyed with composure the ruins of the
once flourishing town that now lay in a blackened mass before them.
Patrick Jennings (so called) remained calm and collected during the whole
day, and betrayed no remorse or feeling whatever in view of his
approaching doom. He it was who fired the town, and that night after its
destruction glorified himself for the deed, and pronounced it only the
commencement of the good work. These facts were obtained from many
witnesses who testified to the same facts without any hesitations or
contradictions of each others' statements. Sam Smith, so called from the
name of his master was an old Negro preacher who had imbibed most of his
villainous principles from 2 abolition preachers Blunt and McKinney, who
lived in the country a year before, and had had much intercourse with said
Negro; this old negro was a deep dyed villain. Caté had always enjoyed a
bad reputation. They met their fate with a composure worthy of a better
cﬁhse. Patrick Jennings with unparalleled nonchalance died with a chew of
tobacco in his mouth, and refused to make any statement whatever.

They were hung on the bank of the river above town and are buried
beneath the gallows.

Investigations are still going on throughout the country, all of
which tend to confirm the facts elicited at this place. The evidence

obtained before the committee will be published in due time. More anon.
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[page 1, column 5, top of page]
More Incendiarism!
Fire in Austin - Loss $30,000

The State Gazette has an account of a serious fire at Austin on the
26th instant, by which Mr. Geo. Glasscock's steam mill and machinery were
burned to the ground, together with some four hundred and fifty bushels of
wheat.

The fire was evidently the work of an incendiary, and following
gseveral unsuccessful attempt to set fire to Austin, leads to the belief
that it has some connection with the recent Abolition incendiaries in
northern Texas.

The loss was $30,000, and there was no insurance.

The Weekly Telegraph, August 7, 1860

[page 1, column 8]
July 29
More of the Up-Country Excitement--The
Vigilance Committee doing their Work

Dr. Pryor writes to the State Gazette, under the date of Dallas, July
23 and 24, the following additional particulars of the progress of the
Vigilance Committee in their work of ferreting out the guilty parties in
the late outrages in that county:

The Vigilance Committee have been in session all day, and this
evening they announced that three of the ringleaders of the insurrection

are to be hanged tomorrow. These scoundrels were among the most hardened
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and unscrupulous of the whole number. The decision seems to give general
satisfaction. The crowd dispersed after this announcement, and a strong
guard was detailed to watch the jail in which are confined six or eight of
the criminals. The police are active and unremitting in their efforts,
and it would be impossible for the whole abolitionist fraternity to
surpise us now, although we might be easily overpowered. They would have
to fight for it, however.

Tuesday, July 24.~ This evening, at four o'clock, the three
ringleaders, Sam, Cato, and Patrick, were éscorted from the jail, under a
strong guard, to the place of execution. An immense concourse of citizens
and negroes assembled to witness their exit from the scene of their
wickedness. As they passed through, they surveyed with composure the
ruins of the once flourishing town that now lay in a blackened mass before
them. Patrick Jennings (so called) remained calm and collected during the
whole day, and betrayed no remorse or feeling whatever in view of his
approaching doom. He it was who fired the town, and that night, after its
destruction, glorified himself for the deed, and pronounced it only the
commencement of the good work. These facts were obtained from many
wifnesses, who testified to the same facts without any hesitation, or
contradiction of each other's statements. Sam Smith, so called from the
name of his master, was an old negro preacher, who had imbibed most of his
villainous principles from two abolition preachers (Blount and McKinney)
who had lived in the country a year before, and had had much intercourse
with said negro. This old negro was a deep-dyed villain. Cato had always

enjoyed a bad reputation. They met their fate with a composure worthy of



a better cause. Patrick Jennings, with unparalleled nonchalance, died
with a chew of tobacco in his mouth, and refused to make any statement
whatever.

They were hung on the bank of the river above town, and are buried
beneath the gallows.

Investigations are still going on throughout the country, all of
which tend to confirm the facts elicited at this place. The evidence
obtained before the committee will be published in due time. More anon.

The Quitman incendiary, who was fired upon and escaped, leaving his
shavings and matches in front of Sparks' law office, had not been
‘discovered. The Herald extra says:

Since our paper yesterday, [giving an account of the attempted
incendiarism] made its appearance, we learn that Mr. Ed Pollit, residing
some fifteen or eighteen miles south of this place, saw a stranger, on
Thrusday last, of suspicious appearance. He came to Mr. Pollit through
the woods, and inquired if he could get through to Quitman, and came on in
this direction. On the day after the attempt to fire the town, about
noon, a man, answering fully the description, came through the woods to
Mr: Cilbreath's, about fourteen miles southeast of this place. He said he
was lost. What a stranger can mean be straggling through the woods is a
question which very naturally excites suspicion.-- Some of the citizens
are inclined to the opinion, from a combination of circumstances, that
this is the identical man shot at on last Friday night.

We give these circumstances as we hear them, thinking, perhaps, they

may lead to some light on the subject.
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The Herald says:

Our streets are now nightly guarded with eight men, who will require
a strict account from all who may be seen lurking in suspicious places,
white or black; and slaves will not be permitted to straggle through the
town at a late hour, even with the written permission of masters, unless
on urgent business, and then not without the company of a guard.

We believe every city and town in the State, or nearly every one, is
now guarded by a vigilant volunteer night police. There are no evidences

amounting to anything of there having been any plot in the southern half

" of the State; Still, these vigilant guards have .done much good in

arresting vagabond white men, and runaway negroes. For obvious reasons
their opérations do not find their way into print, though the volunteers
in all this section of the country, so far as we know, report all their

doings to the municipal governments.

The Weekly Telegraph, Tuesday, August 7, 1860

[page 1, column 9 entire]
Public Meeting at Lynchburg

A call for a public meeting, signed by Dr. J. C. Massie and thirty
other citizens of the neighborhood, was posted at Lynchburg, and in
obedience to the call a large number of highly respectable citizens
assembled on this day.

On motion of J. C. Walker, Dr. Massie was called to the chair, and
pr. Frost appointed secretary.

The chairman, in a very feeling and eloquent manner, alluded to the



object of the meeting, and demonstrated satisfactorily that it was to the
interest of all parties, slaveholders as well as non~slaveholders, to
stand by the institutions of the country, and not only to suppress a
servile insurrection, but to prevent the spread of Black Republican
sentiments.

On motion of Capt. Walker, a committee was appointed by the chair to
draft resolutions expressive of the sense of the meeting, whereupon the
chair appointed the following gentlemen: Capt. J. C. Walker, Col. A. H.
hite, Mr. W. M. McCormick, M. McKinsey, Lt. West, J. C. Habermehl, T. J.
Hare, Dr. Hartridge, J. McCormick, A. McCormick.

The committee retired, and after being absent a few minutes, reported
the following preamble and resolutions:

Whereas, We, the citizens of the southern portion of Harris
county, have read with feelings of the deepest concern the "
insurrectionary movement now prevailing along our northwestern
frontier, and not knowing the extent of its ramifications but
believe that there is a wide-spread conspiracy; therefore be it
Resolved, that "the discovery of this conspiracy

constitutes a revelation that may well arouse the minds of our
citizens. That the emissaries of fanaticism can come among us
and carry out such a plot, to so great an extent, would hardly
have been believed. But the fact that they have done so should
arouse public attention and give direction to the eye of

- suspicion. Our soil is no place for anything but the dead
bodies of men who could even look with complacency on such
scenes. When not only our cherished institutions are attacked,
but more--when the very torch is set to our dwellings, the
knife is to the throat of our citizens, and our wives and
daughters parceled out to the terrible outrages of these
hellish miscreants; when this is done, not in one case alone,
nor in one neighborhood alone, but in a conspiracy which
extends throughout hundreds of miles of territory, it is time
to sound the alarm throughout the length and breadth of the
land. It is time for men to buckle on their armor. It is time
for all true men to come together, and in the name of the
people put to death or drive out every man who is not a friend
to our institutions. We say this boldly, as men who are by no
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means men of blood, or advocates of violence. We say it
freely, and knowing what of wicked animosity it may stir up in
the minds of traitors. We would proclaim it in thunder tones,
that it might arouse the country, and be heard even to those
northern recesses where these foul crimes have been concocted,
and where now black~hearted, sanctimonious villains are
preaching the inevitable tendency to these things.

Resolved, That an outraged country demands the blood of
these fiends in human shape, and we pledge ourselves to aid and
assist our friends at a moment's call.

Resolved, That, as it is established beyond all doubt that
this insurrectionary movement was instigated by some northern
preachers who were expelled from the county of Dallas last
year, and as it is equally believed by this meeting that nine
out of ten of the Black Republican lecturers at the North are
preachers of the Gospel, and that their hellish doctrines are
promulgated from the temples of the living God, therefore be it

Resolved, That we will not countenance any preacher who
comes amongst us from a Black Republican State, unless he comes
with such vouchers as will satisfy our community.

The report of the committee was received, and the resolutions were
then unanimously adopted; whereupon Mr. Roper introduced the following
resolution: Resolved, That the chairman of this meeting be authorized to
appoint a patrol from such of the citizens present as shall volunteer for
tkat purpose--whereupon every citizen present volunteered and enrolled his
name.

The chair appointed the following gentleman Captains of Patrol: Ben
E. Roper, Chas. H. Mason, A. P. Tompkins, T. J. Hare, John Cresswell,
Richard West--who have power to enroll the names of any who choose to
volunteer.

Captain John C. Walker introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, That if any citizen present should suspect
or hear of any abolition emissary in our midst, he shall
report to the chairman, who shall give notice for a

meeting immediatley, to attend to such a case.

Dr. Massie introduced the following resolution:
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Resolved, That the editorial in the Telegraph of July
26, upon the subject of this insurrectionary excitement,
is a bold, firm, courageous, manly article, and the
sentiments therein enunciated meet our unqualified
approbation.

Resolved, That the Houston and Galveston newspapers
be requested to publish the above proceedings.

Whereupon the meeting adjourned.
J. C. Massie, Ch'n.
C. T. Frost, Sec.
Lynchburg, July 31
The Weekly Telegraph, Tuesday, August 7, 1860

[page 2, bottom two thirds of column 6, top of 7]
LETTER FROM DALLAS

Execution of the Incendiaries-Some Important Developments-

Danger of too much Indulgence-Railroad Sentiment-Cotton the

Poisen of Abolitionism-Importance of pushing the Railroads ahead-

Flournoy and McAdoo-Breckenridge and Lane-A Promising Son of 0ld Kentucky (:

Dallas, July 25

Ed. Telegraph: Three negro men, the leaders in the insurrectionary
plot, were executed at this place last Tuesday evening. One of them, Pat
Jennings, was the man who applied the torch to the town of Dallas, and
one of the most prominent of those who were engaged in the work. Sam
Smith, another and a preacher, was a hardened old scoundrel, and the
third--old Cato--had always borne a bad character in this county. They
were taken out of jail, escorted to the place of execution by the
military, and, in the presence of a large concourse of people, expiated
their crimes as justice demanded. They betrayed no discomposure in view ¥

of the awful fate before them. Pat positively refused to say anything,
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and died with as much indifference as if he had been about his ordinary
occupation. With unparalleled nonchalance, he retained his chew of
tobacco in his mouth, and died with it there. They hung about twenty
minutes, Pat dying very hard, and the other ,two without a struggle--the
former by asphyxia and the two latter by dislocation of the cervical
vertebrae,

This is a fearful warning to the rest, who yet may share the same
fate. In Waxahachie many important developmeﬁts have been made, and a
large amount of poison found in the possession of negroes. The whole
affair will have the most important results. The dangerous sentiments
entertained by some people will be shown up in their practical results,
and be laid open before the country in their naked deformity, stripped of
all adventitious coloring. Men in high places will find a practical
interpretation of their political dogmas in the view taken of them by
deluded negroes. The plot to devastate northern Texas is dated from a
certain time, and based upon facts calculated to mislead a people no
better informed than our negro population. The danger of suffering
negroes to go out to celebrations, to hear political speeches and to hold
méétings of their own, is rendered apparent by the developments connected
with this matter. We have learned a lesson, and will profit by it.

Wwhat of the railroad, Cushing? For Heaven's sake hurry on the work.
Thousands of our rich, broad acres are lying idle and useless now, that
would be white with cotton if our road was completed. Cotton is poison to
the abolitionist. He cannot breathe in a cotton field; it is worse to him

than hemp, and if we had the means of transportation we could supply your
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market with inexhaustibel quantities of the raw material. We are in the
right latitude, and our soil the most prolific, and better adapted to
cotton than corn or anything else, as its growﬁh fully testifies; and yet
we are left to the mercies of the villainous hordes of abolitionists, who
wish to play their Kansas game upon us. Give us our road, to which we are
entitled by the contributions of our citizens three or four years ago, and
then we will be safe. But without this; who knows what may happen?

Flournoy and McAdoo closed their canvass at this place on Saturday
last, by not speaking at all. They spoke at Kaufman the day before. I
have heard the highest encomiums passed upon Flournoy. He is spoken of as
one of the most promising young men in Texas. He has begun a brilliant
career, and will make a name for himself, depend upon it. He will sweep
the whole of this portion of the State, notwithstanding that the
Opposition have flooded the country with their "Constitution and Union"
tickets. The people will not be humbugged again.

As regards the Presidential candidates, it is all one way.
"Breckenridge and Lane" is the watchword of almost every man. Bell and
Everett have a few--precious few--supporters in this county; Douglass two
of‘three; Houston none; Lincoln none.

| There will be a ratification meeting at this place during court, and
at McKinney very soon. By the way, it may not be amiss, right here, to
pay just a small compliment to a son of 0ld Kentucky who has settled in
our town, and who has already distinguished himself as an orator and a
sound politician. Mr. Adams, a young lawyer, is destined to figure

largely in the politics of the country. A man of enlarged views, an



orator, a statesman of the best information upon the political history of
the country, he will make a useful member of society. Moreover, he has
always been a democrat, through sunshine and storm, always the same. Such
men are the men for the times. The talent of the country--the young and
rising men of the country--are mostly with us in the great sturggle for
Southern equality and Southern rights.--Victory will surely perch upon our
banner and crown us with success. I am happy to state that the leading
and most talented men of the Oppposition are Qith us in the fight for
Breck and Lane. We welcome them cordially, but hope that the scenes of
'59 will never be re-enacted against us, when men who had been with us
long enough to get some influence, turned upon the bosom that warmed them
into life, and stung it to death. God grant that we may have no more of

this. P.

The WeeklyiTelegraph, Tuesday, August 14, 1860
[page 1, top of column 4]

from The Houston Telegraph, August 9, 1860

Thursday, August 9 - Insurrectionary Excitement in Montgomery!

We have received letters from Montgomery dated on the 3rd and the 5th
iﬁét., from which we learn there is considerable excitement in that county
about the negroes. It seems that a white man by the name of Simmons was
arrested on the 2d and put in jail. He was implicated by several negroes
who say he was their agent to funish them with arms.

On the 4th there was a large meeting of citizens in Montgomery, which
appointed a Vigilance Committee. This Committee was at last accounts

investigating the whole affair. They had not yet reported on Simmons
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case. The Sheriff had resigned to be out of their way, the Committee by
the common consent of the people having all the authority.

We learn by word of mouth that Col. Shannon, of that county,
observing something wrong in the deportment of his negroes Saturday night,
had them taken up and separately examined. They all concur in saying that
they had formed a plot to burn his premises and murder him and his family,
and then escape.

The polls yesterday in Montgomery and Grimes were but slimly

attended, and but a small vote given. We have not yet the result,

We learn that a man by the name of Williamson, who had been suspected
of tampering with negroes at the Navosota City Depot, was arrested there
on Saturday. On being brought to trial, none but negro evidence appeared
against him, in conséquence of which he was not convicted, though it was
perfectly evident that he had received stolen property from the negroes
for months, and that the negroes by his instigation were to have set fire
to the town and made their escape on Sunday night. It was decided to send
him out of the State, by way of Galveston. - We can but think that in his
céée, if the facts have been correctly detailed to us, there was a shorter
way out of the State than Galveston, and that for once the shortest way
across was the nearest way home. Let our people know that every soundrel
of this kind who leaves our State alive, is either turned loose upon our
sister States, or is sent as our most blood thirsty enemy with all the
knowledge Qf a spy in the camps of our foes. The great law of self

preservation is the first law of nature. We must obey that law wherever
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it lead.

The Weekly Telegraph, August 14, 1860

from the Houston Telegraph, August 9, 1860

[page 1, column 5, bottom of page]

The Tribune on Incendiarism
[from the New York Tribupe]

For a year or two back, itinerant preachers of the Gospel have
been maltreated and run out of Texas as Abolitionists, on no other
proof than the admitted fact that they belonged to the Methodist
Church North. Several were thus abused in and run out of Dallas
county last year. Of late several buildings have been burned in that
city, and it is cooly assumed that the Abolitiocnists are at the
bottom of the crime. It is, of course, possible that some of the
abused Methodists, or those who sympathized with them, have thus
revenged their wrongs; but it is far more probable that the
incendiaries have contrived at the same time to satiate private
malice and to excite a fresh and murderous crusade against those they
are pleased to term Abolitionists. The pretense of an Anti-Slavery
conspiracy, looking to a rebellion in Texas, is farcical. Those who

countenance do not believe it.

There are a great many people in the North who believe the Tribune.
We should be glad if that paper would state the truth in this matter. The

only clergyman ever run out of Dallas county was Mr. McKinney, and with
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(
him an individual named Blount. They were run out because they openly
preached abolitionism, and endeavored to excite insurrection among the
negroes.

The "cool assumption" on the part of the people of Dallas that
Abolitionists are at the bottom of the incendiarism, is founded on the
testimony of more than a hundred negroes, who were examined separately,
and without any knowledge of each other's evidence, but who all agreed in
stating that white men had urged them to destroy the towns and burn the
dwellings of their masters through the country and then, on the day of the
election in August, to rise and murder their masters, ravish the women,
and rush in a body to Kansas or Mexico.

The pretense of an Anti-Slavery conspiracy, farcical as it appears in
the Tribune, will be well known to several of the readers of the Tribune (j
to be founded on facts they have had a hand in. It is indeed a terrible
fact, and shows the irrepressible conflict in a light which we believe
would convert half of the Republicans from a participation in its support,

could they but know the facts of the case, as we here see them.

The Weekly Telegraph, August 14, 1860

[page 1, column 7: top of page]
Texas Items
The McKinney Messenger speaks of the insurrectionary danger as
special and imminent. How does it like the discredit cast upon the
reports generally, by the Sam Houston press of the State? 0ld Sam,

finding his hands full with trying to defeat Maj. Johns, feels no interest



in the people who elected him, and his press, of course, endeavor to
prepare the public mind to excuse his neglect,

The Messenger mentions the burning of a store at Black Jack Grove,
and another at McCownsville, on the afternoon of the 8th. The total
destruction by all the fires in Northern Texas now amounts to three
quarters of a million dollars.

The Ft. Worth Chief says that a public meeting in that town, on the
18th, endorsed the proceedings of the parties who hung W. H. Crawford.
This was the man who had arms for distribution to the negroes.

Col. Johnson's rangers were, at last account, in the Wichita
Mountains, hunting redskins.

The Goliad Messenger says that if any of the black-hearted villains
who have been engaged in the abolition pPlots in Northern Texas wish to
look at the stars through a live oak, they had better come along to Goliad
at once. There are plenty of trees all ready for the purpose.

The Weekly Telegraph, August 14, 1860

[page 2, column 2, middle of pagel
The Texas Disturbances

Every mail brings us accounts of some new outbreak--some further
disturbance--some incendiarism, or some murder in the interior; and nearly
all of these things are directly traced to negroes who have been tampered
with by white men, or to vagabond white abolitionists themselves.

That there has been anything like a well matured plot for an
insurrection, beyond the limits of the counties of Dallas, Ellis and

Denton, we do not believe: but that white men have passed through very
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many counties in the State, stirring up disaffection in the minds of the
negroes, we have the most undoubted evidence. There may have been a plot
concocted, to be extended through the whole State. Perhaps there was. If
so, it has defeated itself--the first note of alarm having put the people
in every section on the aleft, and set them to watching. Still there is
mischief yet lurking among us. The emissaries of the plot, if plot there
was, though foiled in their original plan, yet appear to be traveling
about the country. The fires at Austin, Henderson and other places, and
the attempted fires in Tyler, Gilmer and a dozen other towns. Besides
these fires, negroes are daily discovered in different parts of the State,
at points widely different from each other, supplied with arms and
ammunition. Runaways are taken up, who, under the lash, confess that they
were enticed away by white men. Insubordination on plahtations leads to
inquiry, and in all céses, the investigations show that the seeds of
disaffection have been sown in the minds of the slaves.

In every part of the State the people are watchful. Vigilance
committees, composed of the best citizens, have been found in nearly every
county. Scarcely a day passes but some agent of those committees passes
th}ough Houston, having in charge a suspicious character, taking him out
of ﬁhe State. Whenever anything is proven beyond possibility of a doubt,
a halter at the nearest tree, expiates the guilt. We have accounts of the
hanging of at least ten or twelve men, of whom five have been whites,
according to the verdict of these committees.

We uphold the action of these Committees, so far as it has come to

our knowledge. It is one of those cases, wherein the slow process of the
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law cannot be trusted. It is one of those cases, wherein the great law of
self defense demands that communities should act in their primary
capacity, and rid themselves and mankind, of all the cut throats they can
lay their hands upon.

Let the vigilance be kept up. Let no stranger pass through the
State, who cannot give a clear account of himself. Cases of hardships
will no doubt occur, but the people must protect themselves. Let all men
of suspicious character be doubly watched, and the first impropriety let
them be taken from the State. Where any evidence of tampering with the
negroes occurs, let the proof be positive, and then, let the punishment be
swift and terrible. Tampering with negroes at times like this, is murder,
and should meet with the murderer's fate.

A man found laying a train to a powder magazine for the purpose of
blowing up a town, would not be consider;d the less guilty, because he was
discovered before he had applied the Tatch. So should not the villains,
who are trying to convert the servile populaion into a magazine of
destruction. Still, we cannot urge too much caution on the part of the
people, in keeping éll their proceedings strictly in the hands of the best
ciLizens. Let no person have a place in the Committee who has not the
entire confidence of the whole community. A Vigilance Committee is a two
edged sword, a powerful instrument of protection in righteous hands, but a
more powerful instrument of evil, in the hands of unworthy men. Let no
evil be done by these committees, and their acts as well as their very
formation will carry a moral force, which will not only save the people

now, but protect them for the future. Let it be known that the population
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of Texas, as one man, will rise up at the first sign of abolitionism, and
visit its propagators with certain vengeance, and it will not be long
before the misguided, and the wicked enemies of our institution, will be

cautious of putting their heads between the jaws of the lion.

The Weekly Telegraph, August 14, 1860

[page 2, column 4: bottom of page]
THE SPiRIT OF ABOLITIONISM

To give our readers some idea of the Lafayette, Ind. Journal, an
office which has hitherto done a thriving business in supplying blank
books for County and District clerks in Texas, we copy the following from
that paper. It is a part of an article on the subject of the Texas
troubles. After giving a falsely colored account of driving out parson
McKinney from Texas, and going on to say that the memory of the affair had
faded from the public mind, the Journal says:

Humanity will vindicate itself. Power for a time may suppress
the voice of justice yet it will be heard, and though the voice be
still and small at first, like the silent and mysterious
whisperings of the avant couriers of the coming tempest, they but
precede and presage the steady march of the tornado whose voice

_ and power shall yet £ill the land. After months of quiet we hear
afar off ‘in Texas, even in that land of darkness, mutterings of
vengeance for wrongs we had ourselves forgotten. Violence, wrong,
evil legislation cannot prevent it. Justice will not sleep always.

With the particulars of the Texas troubles we are not advised,
except as reported by telegraph, yet we hear enough to convince us
that they have awakened the unquiet spirit of old John Brown, and
that they will find that they have raised a spirit which will not
bow down at their bidding.

Thus we find in a paper published in this hot bed of John Brownism,

an acknowledgment of what the New York Tribune has denied, and the New



York Times affects to ridicule as an idle electioneering tale that this

incendiarism is the work of abolitionists, in fact of the professed

minister of that Gospel which teaches peace.

gospel as detailed to northern abolitionists,
inciters to rebellion; then when punished for
once incendiaries, murderers, indeed wretches

in wickedness. Well, their dupes are getting

That the ministers of the
are in other words, first
their misdeeds, become at
who surpass devils in hell

their deserts. The original

rascals will not get theirs until they find them among the torments of the

damned.

Citizens of the South, will you have men of such sentiments to reign

over you? - What will you call the head that will "bow in humble

submission" to men thus actuated?

The Weekly Telegraph, August 14, 1860

[page 2, column 5: top of page]

LATEST FROM THE INTERIOR

The Incendiarism, Etc.

We give below all the additional intelligence of the Incendiarism,

etc., received up to the time of going to press:-—

Abolitionists Hung

We cut the following paragraph from the Belton Democrat:

We understood that several abolitionists have been quietly hung in

Northern Texas--the object being not to spread such facts until they

secure many others, whose names have been revealed to the appropriate

committees. We devoutly trust every one of the midnight incendiaries may

be secured and hung. Nothing else will stop their murderous work.
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The Austin Fires

From the Austin State Gazette we cut the following concerning the
incendiarism in Austin:

The large steam mill of Capt. Glasscock is believed by many to have
been destroyed by an incendiary. Loss between $30,000 and $50,000.

The workshop of Wilhelm and Burns, destroyed on Sunday last, is also
believed to be the work of an incendiary.

The destruction of Dr. Renfro's residence on Monday last, was
attempted by an incendiary, but fortunately the fire was discovered and
arrested before doing any mischief.

Thg residence of Mr. Bennet has been twice fired and discovered in
time to arrest the flames before doing any injury. 1In this case the man
was seen applying the light, but escaped before he could be apprehended.

A negro with a knife in hand and a bundlé was hailed on Monday by the
patrol, when he refused to make himself known, and started off on a run.
The patrol fired upon him twice without effect. He escaped.

On Wedneéday last, the Mayor ordered an examination of the quarters
and chests of the negroes. It resulted in finding pistols, knives,
bdllets, muskets and a keg half full of powder, also a bottle of powder.
The powder is the only ominous sign and it may yet be explained.

The Weekly Telegraph, August 14, 1860

[page 2, column 5: near top of page]
ANOTHER GREAT FIRE!!
A Town of Henderson Burned Up!!

We learn from a gentleman who passed through Henderson in Rusk



county, on last Monday morning that the town of Henderson was set on fire
last Sunday night, the 5th inst., and was almost entirely consumed. Every
house on the square, except one, including all the business houses in the
place was destroyed.

The people of Henderson, our informant says, put no faith in the
reported conspiracy, and neglected to appoint a patrol or watch. The fire
was discovered on Sunday night about 9 o'clock. No clue has been
discovered in the perpetrators of the deed.

The above report we give as we have received it. So many unreliable
rumors have come through stage passengers heretofore that many will doubt
the correctness of this. The mails of to-morrow and possibly those of
this evening will make the matter certain.

PREACHER HUNG AT VEAL'S STATION, PARKER COUNTY

We cut the following from the Forth Worth Chief of the 1lst inst.

We learn that a preacher by the name of Buley was hung at Veal's
Station last week, for being an active abolitionist. A majority of three
hundred men condemned him. This is decidedly an unhealthy climate for all
such, and we would advise all of that kind to remove instanter. [sic]

) Discovery in Washington County

We take the following from the Brenham Ranger of yesterday:

A few days since several negroes were arrested on Mill Creek, in this
county, who acknowledged to their having poisen, given them by white men,
for the purpose of poisening their owners and families, and that the day
of election, was the time fixed for a general insurrection. They also

implicated some negroes about town as being concerned in the murderous

45



plot.

Top, at noon, and finding nobody but a hegro girl at home, questioned her
about runaway horses, etc., and finaily asked her how she and the negroes
were satisfied.--He then went off, and 15 minutes after returned with

three Negroes, demanding something to eat. .
After eating they broke open a trunk in search of money.
shovel full of fire in the bed and left.
woman extinguished the fire and then ran to the overseer's house to tell

him what had happened.

TROUBLE IN TENNESSEE COLONY!!

TWO WHITE MEN HUNG!

The Fairfield Pioneer extra, of the 7th, has the following:

Mr. Teague, a visitor in our office, has just arrived from
Tennessee Colony, Anderson county, and brings the news that
he witnessed the hanging of two white men in that place, on
Sunday, the 5th instant, who were proven to be guilty of
inciting insurrection among the slaves of that
neighborhood. Their names were Antney Wyrick, and his
cousin, Alford Cable. They were engaged near the Colony at
their trades of wagon-making and blacksmithing, where they
have been living for three or four years. Wyrick had been
previously taken up for harboring and selling liquor to
negroes. Negroes were found in the possession of firearms
and strychnine, furnished by these men. They were taken up
and severely whipped, and made to divulge much in relation
to the insurrectionary movements. Other white men are
implicated, and their cases will be investigated and
attended to as soon as practicable.

A negro near Science Hill, Henderson county, about
fifteen miles from the Colony, was also hung on the same
day, and much excitement was prevailing in the neighborhood.

On Monday last a white man rode up to Mr. Dick Breedings, near Round

some fears of something worse being done.

The woman gave them food.
They then put a

After they were gone the negro

The affair caused a good deal of excitement and
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THE STATE GAZETTE, Austin, Saturday August 18, 1860
John Marshall, editor p. 2 column 7 top

Letter from Dallas
Late Insurrectionary Movements -- Men who fear to side with the people not
to be trusted--No time to draw party distinctions--Burning of Capt.
Hamner's office--Subscription ought to be raised for him--Arrival of Capt.
Darnell and his gallant men-~Col. Johnson soon to Disband--Darnell and
Bryan chagrined that no opportunity for a fight was given them.
Dallas, August 5, 1860
Editor Gazette - The excitement growing out of the late developments in
regard to the insurrectionary movements in this country, is somewhat
subsiding. But the watchfulness of the people is still as active as
amidst the first alarm. The 6th day of August, was the time selected for
an indiscriminate massacre of the whites, but owing to the strong guard
constantly kept up throughout the country, and the increasing vigilance of
the people, we have no apprehensions of an outbreak. The hanging of those
miscreants throughout the different counties seems to have struck terror
iﬁﬁo the hearts of the remainder. They have abandoned the idea for the
present, or else they are conducting their plans more cautiously than
formerly. The attempt to throw distruct upon the action of our people, and
to brand their efforts for self-protection as lynching as mobocratic, will
revert only on the heads of those soul-less creatures, whose affinities are,
I fear, not with us, but with those who would invade our homes, murder our

men, women, and children, pollute 'the green groves' of our friends with
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their hostile tread, and fill the country with all the horrors of a servile
and inter-necine war. Those men who fear to side with the people, through
dread of some political disaster to their party, are not to be trusted in
such emérgencies, and God forbid that they should ever be called to posts of
honor and responsibility in the hour of danger. This is no time to draw
party distinctions and to run political questions, while the facts are
before us--while the country is blackened with the ruins of our burnt
houses, and our firesides endangered by the machinations of Abolition
emissaries. This is no time for idle speculations and political
twaddle-~The facts connected with this matter will soon be published, and
all the developments given. The country will then see what has happened,
and will judge of the horrors through which we have recently passed.

The printing office of Capt Hamner, with all of its material, was
consumed last week—--This was the work of an incendiary. This is a great
misfortune on Capt. Hamner--—a man who has suffered more from Indian
depredations than any other on the frontier~-who has done as much active
service as any other--who has a large family of children, a most estimable
wife in ill health--a man who is indefatigable in the pursuit of justice,
aﬁd one of the most high—tonéd and honorable feelings. The voice of 'the
white man' in this particular emergency is hushed, and at a time too, when
its clarion notes should ring over those broad prairies, and tell its tale
of truth and justice. It is singular that it should be burned just at this
time. No one believes that Abolitionism had anything to do with it. I hope
that a subscription will be raised at once throughout the county for him,

and his press re-established without delay.
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The Dallas Company of Rangers under Capt N.H., Darnell reached home
yesterday and today. These gallant men have borne the brunt of the
expedition, [so far as they were advance guard of the company ?] penetrated
farther into the Indian country, scouted more and saw more hardships than
any other company in the service. Although no battle was fought, our boys
are not to blame for that, for they are as gallant é set of men as ever
shouldered a gun or rifle. Their appearance unmistakably corroborates the
fact that they have not been on a pleasure—excursion. This company will be
mustered out of service on l3th inst. Col. Johnson with the portion of his
men not now discharged will beat around on the waters of the Colorado and
reach Belkanp in from 3 to 5 weeks and there disband. . . . Those veterans,
Darnell and Bryan are chagrined that no opportunity was given for a fight,
they were all ready and almost spoiling for a contest with the redskins., As
far as I can learn there are not many Houston men amoggst them—-~there are
many Breckenbridge and Lane men, who openly express their preference for

this ticket.

The election tomorrow will be thinly attended; the results of which

shall be forwarded at once to you,

The Weekly Telegraph, Tuesday, August 21, 1860

[page 1, column 6, top half of column]
PUBLIC MEETING AT MILICAN'S
Milican's, Brazos Co., Texas, August 6th, 1860
Pursuant to previous notice a large concourse of the citizens of Beat

No. 1 in Brazos county, convened in the store house of E, M. Milican. Upon
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motion of A. C. Briety, Esq., the meeting was called to order by requesting
Col. Henderson Hardy to act as Chairman. Col. Hardy upon taking the chair
in a brief, but eloquént manner, stated the object of the meeting to be, to
take into consideration the recent diabolical plot discovered in Northern
Texas, for an insurrection of the slaves, and what we and citizens and
slaveholders should do in the premises. A. C. Briety,

Esg., then introduced the following resolutions, to wit:

Whereas, in the opinion of this meeting, from the recent outrages
perpetrated in Northern Texas, and the more recent discoveries in our own
immediate neighborhood, that an organization has been formed by Abolition
emissaries to destroy the lives and property of our citizens, and to
attempt to encite our negroes to insurrection.

Therefore be it resolved, That we do hereby appoint and constitute N.

W. Rector, E. C. Knox, A. C. Briety, E. M. Willican, W. C. Walker, Thos.
H. Green, James A. Barker, R. P. McMichael, H. Cunningham, Wesly J.
Millican, William Farquhar, Willis D. Millican, Titus Holliday, S. C.
Brasher, B. H. Knox, F. Y. Hodge, B. H. Peverly, H. P. Edwards, William
Brookshear, William Dunlap, Samuel Dunlap, William H. Cunningham, Robt.
Cdﬁningham, Alfred L. Gardnes, James M. Price, Morgan Price, David L.
Loyd, S. J. Lacy, C. C. Bass, Thos. Rector, James Hood, B. McGregor, C, P.
Patterson, Richard Norwood, B. G. Bidens, James G. Walker, George Carter,
Augustus Rooks, William C. Price, George Symms, Henderson Hardy and J. E.
Millican, a committee of Vigilance, whose duty and object it shall be, to
adopt such measures as shall quell the ill feeling manifested among our

slaves, and to remove the aforesaid emissaries from our midst.
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Resolved further, That said Committee meet at some future time and

elect a President and other subordinate officers, and pass such
resolutions and take such action as to them shall appear most conducive to
the end and object of this meeting.

Resolved futher, That all slave owners be notifed and requested not

to permit their slaves to leave their premises without a written permit,
specifying in the same the place where they are to go, and the length of
time they may be absent.

Resolved further, That Ministers of the Gospel are respectfully

requested not to preach to the slaves for the space of the next twelve
months at least.

Resolved further, That we petition the Hon. G. B. Reed, Chief Justice

of our county, to call a session of the County Court, and appoint an
efficient Patrol Committee for this beat.

Resolved further, That slave owners be requested not to allow their

slaves to exercise ownership over horses, or any other species of property.

Resolved further, That we do hereby tender our services to our sister

counties in the even of an insurrection.
) These resolutions were ably supported by A. C. Briety, Esqg., and Col.
Hardy, the Chairman, and upon motion were unanimously adopted.
Resolved, That the following Captains of patrol and their company's
be appointed by this meeting, and that they be recommended to the County
Court for regular appointment.

No. 1. Titus Holliday, Captain, privates N. W. Rector, A. Rooks, Wm.

Rooks and R. B. Dawson.
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No. 2. H. P. Edwards Captain, privates C. C. Bass, J. P. Lloyd, W.
C. Millican, J. L. Barnes, and William Dunlap.

No. 3. McNeal Captain, privates W. L. Rende, Thos. Knox, Sam Dunlap,
~ Tidwell and E. C. Knox.

No. 4. Wesly J. Millican, Captain, privates Wm. Farquhar, Robt.
Millican, James Farquhar and George Carter.

No; 5. John Garcy, Captain, privates W. C. Walker, James M. Price,
Geo. Symms, Malon Payne.

No. 6. E. C. Thomas Captain, privates James A. Barker, Thomas
Johnson, William H. Cunningham, and A. L. Gardner.

Upon motion of Col. E. C. KnoX, the proceedings of this meeting were
ordered to be written out, and sent to E. H. Cushing, Esq., Bditor of the
Telegraph, with request that he publish the same.

Upon motion, the meeting adjourned.

HENDERSON HARDY, Chm.

The Weekly Telegraph, August 21, 1860

[page2, column 1]
THE INCENDIARISM
Every mail from the interior brings further accounts of the spread of
the incendiarism through the State. We last week mentioned the burning of
Henderson. The particulars of that fire we have at last received through
the Galveston Civilian of yesterday (Wednesday). We copy:
Mr. Pilsbury, a merchant of New Orleans, and son of the late
Hon. T. Pilsbury, of Texas, called on us this morning. He is direct

from Henderson, and fully confirms the report of the disastrous fire
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in that place. It is fully believed by the citizens to have been the
work of indendiaries. A negro woman belonging to a man named
Herndon, who kept a small tavern, has confessed to having started the
fire; and her master and his brother, who do not seem to have stood
very well in the community, are charged with being concerned in the
affair. Herdon is accused of having dealt with slaves for stolen
goods. The fire destroyed the principal hotel, and all the business
houses on both sides of the street, leaving only a single store. The
loss is variously stated at from $175,000 to $250,000. Fifty
thousand dollars worth of goods were burnt in the street, after
having been removed from the stores--both the Herndons and the negro
woman were under arrest. An investigation was in progress, and many
negroes had confessed to a knowledge of a general plot for arson and
robbery. The committee believe that this fire was a part of the
scheme, and it was thought that both the negro and the white man
involved would suffer capitally. The fire left the citizens in a
deplorable condition. The whole stock of groceries, &c. in the
stores had been consumed, and many families were reduced to
beggary.--The District Court was forced to adjourn for the want of

accommodations.

The reported burning of Nacogdoches is undoubtedly a mistake. THe
fire is reported on the 6th. We have the Chronicle of the 7th, with the
election returns of nearly the whole county. This shows that it must have

been printed on the 7th.



In Tyler county we learn that the utmost excitement prevailed on
election day, and that comparatively few persons were at the polls. The
Jasper Clarion learns that ten negroes were arrested, who confessed to
being parties to a plot ﬁaving murder, robbery and arson for its object.
They implicated two white ﬁen who were not suspected, but who, it has
since been observed, left immediately on the breaking out of the
excitement. The Livingston Rising Sun mentions a report there to pretty
much the same effect concerning Tyler county.

The Cameron Centinel says that the patrol in that town have, up to
this time, discovered in the hands of negroes two double-~barreled
shotguns, one single do., one Mississippi rifle, one pistol, one dirk
knife, powder, shot, etc. It does not certainly appear that the negroes
had these arms for any bad purpose. They have been taken from them.

A plot was discovered in Hopkins county on the 4th instant, to burn
the town of Sulphur Springs, in that county, on election day, or the day
after. Some negroes confessed the plot, and at latest dates it was
undergoing investigation, amid no little excitement.

The reported burning of Dangerfield, in Titus county, adds another to
tﬁé list.

| On Saturday before the election a discovery was made in Rusk,
Cherokee county, of a design upon that town, the particulars of which we
have not yet received.

We are informed by a gentleman just down from Waxahachie that it was
reported there that Tyler, in Smith county, and McKinney, in Collin

county, had been burned. We have before given our readers accounts of the
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attempts on both those places. We fear the reports are true.

At Moscow, Polk country, the Livingston Sun learns, there was great
excitement last week. A Mexican named Sanchez was run off.

These are all the new reports received by the last mail. In view of
them let us ask what is to be done? To be sure the county committees are
all doing their duty well, and ferreting out the plots wherever they have
appeared. But it seems that as fast as the fire is put out in one town it
is kindled in another, and no day passes but that the flames are rising in
some portion of the State, kindled by the torches of Abolitionists. Ought
not some action to be had by the State at large?

Apropos of this course is a letter from a distinguished citizen of
Washington county, suggesting a State Convention, which we publish in
ahother column. We are inclined to favor the suggestion, and ask from the
press and people some public expression in relation to it.

It is obvious that while the action being taken in the several
counties, is checking the troubles in those localities, yet that the
deliberations and decisions of single counties will have no general effect
beyond our borders. It is desirable in order to prevent these things in
quure that the people of the whole country, North and South should
understand that any efforts towards abolitionism, or insurrections in
Texas will constitute the shortest possible road to the gallows for those
who engage in them.

Should such a convention be called it should be made up of the best
citizens of the State, without distinction of party, who should come

together solely to consult for the common good. What say the people?



from The Houston Telegraph, August 21, 1860

[page 2, column 2: middle of column]
THE VIGILANCE COMMITTEE

Some disposition has been manfiested by some papers in Texas to take
the ground that the vigilance committees now in operation, in various
parts of the State, are unncessary, and the law passed by the Legislature,
providing a penalty for the expression of certain sentiments, is referred
to as an ample protection against the plots of incendiaries and
assassins. while we have always regarded vigilance committees as an
extremely dangerous mode of securing the well-being of a community, and
while we have lost no opportunity of cautioning our readers to be sure
than no unsafe men were trusted with the power of such committees, we have
still regarded them as the only resort thch our people could have under
the present circumstances. They partake of the nature of Lynch law, to be
sure, but they operate against crimes of the deepest dye, and characters

of the greatest danger, which in the laws of the country cannot reach.

The fact is, the law passed by the Legislature last winfer was
paiinly unconstitutional. The Constitution of Texas guarantees the
liberty of speech and of the press, each person to be responsible for an
abuse of that liberty. Responsible to what? Not to law, for no law can
be made impairing that right; but to the people in their primary capacity
when the people at large are injured, and when individuals are injured, to
the injured party in an action for damages. We doubt very much whether an

action by the State could be made to stand in our courts, against any
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person accused of preaching Abolitionism. Hence the necessity of the
action that has been taken by the people.

And the good effects of this action will be made manifest in due
time. Let these devils in human shape know that Véngeance is on their
track, not by the slow and uncertain process and by the inadequate
penalties of the law, but swift and sure as fate itself, by the hands of
the people, and they will soon look upon every avenue into our State as an
avenue straight to destruction for them. They will avoid us, and learn to
look upon us with that wholesome dread that wili raise an effectual
barrier to their approaches. This is what we believe, and hence, so far
as we have advocated the vigilance committees are we an advocate of Lynch
law--and no furtheg.

from The Houston Telegraph, August 21, 1860

[page 2, column 4, middle of column]
The Henderson Fire

We are indebted to Estill & Likens of Henderson, for the following
statement of the losses by the fire at Henderson:

The undersigned committee, appointed by the citizens of Rusk County,
tdhascertain the fact attending the burning of the town of Hencerson, on
Sunday night the 5th inst., and the amount of losses sustained by the
burning, make the following report, to wit:

That the fire was caused beyond doubt by an incendiary, and that the
losses sustained are as follows:

B. F. McDonough $25,000

K. Myer 9,000
Turner & Harper 30,000
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suppose, will be known in due time by the report of the Committee.
M. D. Ector, G. H. Gould, Wm. Steadman, W. H. Estill, J. R. Armstrong, W.
C. Kelly, A. B. Graham, J. McClarty, J. M. Dobson, J. E. Cobb.

from The Houston Telegraph, August 21, 1860

[page 2, column 5]
Letter from Dallas

Refreshing Showers--State of the Crops--Fall Gardens--The Prairie Mirage--

Dallas being rebuilt—-Destruction of Henderson--Attempt to burn

Athens—-Two more white men hunge--Certainty of the plot--Confession of a

conspirator-—Authentic particulars to be made public--Rangers returning--

Generosity of the people of Dallas County~-The Herald rebuilding, etc etc.

From our Dallas Correspondent - Dallas, Aug. llth, 1860

The heavens have opened and poured refreshing showers upon a thirsty
land; gentle rain has once more gladdened the hearts of thousands of God's
creatures, revived their hopes, and reinvigorated the parched vegetation
of our wide prairies. The long drought, attended with a torrid heat and
parching wind, has cut short our crop by half. A plentiful supply for
home consumption yet remains, and will last until another crop reassures
us. One remarkable feature of Texas soil is that we never make an entire
failure. A sufficiency, even in the dryest seasons, always rewards the
farmer. The heat of this summer has been unparallelled in this portion of
Texas, yet the nights have been cool and often delicious after the heats
of the day. At this time an entire change has occurred; the heat is no
longer oppressive, the earth moist, and the nights so cool that a blanket

is even endurable. The sky is cloudless, and the atmosphere pure; the
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prairies are once more donning their verdant mantle, and our industrious
citizens preparing their fall gardens. Our autumn vegetables often
surpass those of the spring, as the wild flowers that glint forth amid the
mild winds of October and November are as delicately fair as those of
April and May.

Last week I rode some distance on the high prairies and witnessed
that miracle of fabulous beauty, the mirage of the prairie. Lakes of
asure brightness seeﬁed to flash their silvery waves in the sunlight, and
at times seemed tossed with wildness along their flowery banks; fairy-like
groves were reflected upon their polished sheen, at times, and then
changing with the rapidity of a kaleidoscope, a mass of grotesque figures
were painted upon the illusive [sic]l canvas--lakes, steams, trees, hills,
mountains and plains were all dancing before the bewildered eyes of the (T
gazer. They are seen at best advantage between 9 o'clock A.M. and 2
o'clock P.M., and are always plainest after a cool night when a rapid
evaporation is progressing from the previous night's dew.

Our town is being rebuilt with more rapidity than the most sanguine
of us anticipated at first. Mr. Hermann Hirsh has already commenced an
eiégant brick storehouse on the public square; Mr. Crutchfield is
preparing to rebuild his hotel, and Mrs. Cockerell to enlarge her already
commodious establishment. We will soon have plenty of room for visitors
and travelers. Many other buildings are in progress. The ladies have
resumed their evening promenades, and you may rest assured that the
presence of crinoline once more upon our streets, has caused us to smile

with unwonted cheerfulness, and to hope for better days. For one month a
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dark cloud seems to have overhung our town and county, but a bright change
has come over us within the last few days, and now all hands seem ready
and willing to go to work and renovate our destroyed property.

We have just heard of the destruction of the flourishing town of
Henderson in Rusk county. We have hopes it is not as bad as represented.
I saw a letter received last night by a gentleman of this town from a
friend at Athens, stating that an attempt had been made at that place to
fire the town; that two white men had been hung, some negroes shot, and
others hung. All sorts of rumors are afloat, and most of them partake of
the horrible. One fact is ascertained beyond a doubt, except in the minds
of those who are wilfully skeptical on the subject, that every negro who
has been implicated in this plot, even more than a hundred miles off, has
testified to the same facts, the same dates, names and circumstances that
were detailed here at Dallas. Such men as those who pronounce these things
a ridiculous farce are men whose affinities and proclivities lead them
most naturally to such a concluéion. You will hear the particulars of the
disaster at Henderson before us, therefore it is needless to give you any
of the rumors that have reached this place.

i Last week, a negro man, one of the conspirators died, and on his
death bed confessed his criminal connection with the insurrectionists,
revealed many additional facts, and evinced the most pungent remourse. It
would make you shudder to hear the dangers we have so far escaped. It
would excite the public mind too much to know them, hence I will not give
them in detail. You will soon get the particulars in the most authentic

form.
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The election has resulted, as far as I can hear, most gloriously for
the Democracy. The disorganizers have been rebuked, if our section of the
country is a test of the popular feeling, Dallas, Ellis, Tarrant, Parker,
Johnson, Jack and Paio Pinto, have all given heavy majorities for
Flournoy, Johns and Randoph. The last throes of the opposition, admidst a

great muss, have brought forth only a mus ridiculus. The Democracy like

Antaeus of old, has only been refreshed and reinvigorated by its fall,
last year. We judge that the lesson will not be soon forgotten.

The company of Rangers under Capt. Darnell have returned home. They
are a brave company of men, and desired an opportunity to show their wvalor
against the foe, but the Comanche was not thereabouts.

I must not forget to mention that the good people of Dallas have
generously and nobly come up and subscribed five or six hundred dollars
for the sufferers by the late fire--perhaps more than this.

Swindells is often seen, about sunset, sitting, like Marius viewing
the ruins of Carthage, but not despondent. The Herald office is again in
progress of'erection. A neat brick house, fire proof, at that, will be
built by the time the new press and material arrive here; so you can

expect to see the Herald again at no distant day. P.

o
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After an  hour of
during which the lw e rK appoloted to e
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The crowd in the courtroom had teen |

growlng more menacing wyery minute that i
the lnwysrs argued. An order wan plyen

to ctenr-the corridovs. Daown the broad |
fught of stalrs fifly -or mare :l«mnylS

sheriffs and pollcemen drave the ’HNgey |
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pravent future accens 1o the courtroom. |
The chains hag herdly boen SUIUNE ba. |
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They rushed at the chalng, and snapped’
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& noosy: ready made. The noose was
put ovar Brooks's head and he was hurted,
through another window, glass, frame:-
work, and all, headlong Into the sireet.
He gave one ghriek as he fell, hit the
pavement head fieat, and landed dead,
with his neck broken. .
The mob outside grahbed the rope and
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through Main #treet to the corner of
Akard Street, There they fastened tha|
rope (o o projecting splke and hook in a|
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serabled in the streets, Then it wayg cut
down and placed in afsmall expreas \\'ug(‘mi
which wasy driven to the Clty Hall, where
tie Body was formally handed over to Um\
city eofficials. The officlals *some time
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ingon, & puir of negro murderers of Dal~
s, Frank McCuse, & notorlous Dallas
whité man, charged with murders and’
rolsheries, and Hooper Hanny, 8 Negro ac-
cuged of attack on & woman and placed
in jall hete {rom Hopking County poveral

wesks mgo to prevent d mob at Como
from lynchlog him,

The jailers and the jall guards declared
that none of the men were In the pince,

but the moYy refused to take their word1

for it. They took steel raflg for bhatters-
ing rams, partly smashed {n the door, and
get sbout demolishing the wrick underpin-|
ing of the building. The flremen were|
called out and attempted to disperse the:
crowd with watert, but the threat to
Iynch them caused & quick withdrawal,
hen dynamite wbsg displayed, and the:
word passed that tho jall would be. blown’
wp if the arrison held out much longer.
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a committes of {wenty to mearch the
building. The committee searched thor-

oughly, but the prisoners desired by the
mob could not be found. The four men
| had lreen burried out of the jall, placed
in automaobiles with squeds of armed
gunvdy, and rushed weadlward to Tort
Q‘Vm't,h or Westherfard whila the mob
Wy r_*nverlng the half mile from the
a.

aeonoe of the neing, of Brooks to the jadil.
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The bBody of the negvo deliverad to the
puthorities, the mob, still more than {00 -
strong, marched to the Dullag County |
jall, on Hounton Street, where A’ foree of !
fitty armed white men had heen nssems
bled for defense. The mob htmllcni or-
dered the Jall authorities to hand over
to them Burrell Oates and Bubber Tob-
inson, & pair of negro murderers of Dal-
lns; Frank McCus, & notorfous Dallas
white man, chagged with murders and’
robherigs, and Hooper Mondy, & negro ac-
cusad of atteck on & woman and placed

in jall heto from Hopking County neveral
weeks ago to prevent mob at Como
from lynching him. )

The jallers d4nd the jail guards declared
that none of .the men ware in the place,
but the mob refused tn take their word
for 1t. "hey took steel ralis {or batter-
ling rag, partly smashed in the door, and
gel about demolishing the orick underpin-!
g of the bullding, ‘The flromen were
onllad out and atternpted to disperse the:
arowd with water, but the threat to|
Ivneh them cauged a gquick withdrawal, |
Phen dynamite was digplayed, ond the:
word passed that the jadl would be blowxn
up if the garrleon held out much longer.

Under thls menace tho jallers permitted
8 ocomrnittes of twenty to gearch the
bullding. The dommittee gearched thor-
oughly, but the prisoners desired by the
mobh ‘could not be found, The four men
Pad boen hurrled out of the jail, placed
n automobiles with squpds of armed
Warda, and rushed wastward to Fort
Worth or Weatherford while tho mob
was coverln}g “the half wmile from tho
peene of the hanging of Brooks to the jail.
it was only.when news camé from ot
Worth sannouncing the arrival of the
fugitives dnd" their guards that, about’
4:50 P. M., the mob, realizing that it had'
bean - foiled, sullenly dispersed.

Menntimie the clty was in uproar, and
Mayor .rvm% ordersd tha 220 saloons of
Dallas to be closed. They will not be
gpened untll to-morrow. The local com-
ponles of the Texas Natlonal Guard were
also aspembled to be ready In case of
emergency. They were not, however,
used. Frequent and suggestive references
came from the mob to ! the killing of
Touis Relchanstein by & National Guards-
man during Taft's vxuit"(’ . .

TORTE WORTH, Toxas, March 3.—Au-
tomobilag containing iho negroen, Oates
and Robinson, guarded by flve Deputy
#neritfy, hepvily armed, arrived. at Fort
Worth from Dailas surly in the afternoon,
Later, fearing that the mob, which had
endenvored 0 gecurs “the negyoey £roy
the Tallas jail, would follow’ to Fart
Worth and gain possession of them, the
Dallas offlears rushed thair prisoners to
Weatherfoed, ’ .

| i SRS N BRI LA B HELOGRIDA. ROUTH.
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" NINE NEGROES KILLED
"IN SABINE COUNTY

Yy

~ BLOODY WORK DONE BY JUDGELYNCH AT

I

—

© . . HEMPHILL AND GENEVA..

~ \
Race War Raging and Excitement Is Running High—Murder of Two
White Men Caused Ontbreak—Ranges and Military
A : Called. on for Aid. \

~

EBpostal to The Chronivle, .
Hemphill, Texas. June 22.—A reign of tegror exists in Sabine coun-
ty, as a result of troubles between whites and blacks. ‘
'Six negroes were .taken from the county jail™in Hemphill at 12
o'clock last nigh/t, and five hanged and one was shot on the Hemphill -
¢t and Bronson road, one mile from Hemphilll The negroes were charged
with the murder of Hugh A. Dean, a prominent young man of Geneva.
At 2 p. m. three more negroes have been added to the list of dead,
making ninc since yesterday. This is the record of the past 24 hours.
Burha Singleton and another negro were found dead near Geneva,
while the body of Hardy Evans, one of the alleged principals in the
Dean murder, was found riddled with bullets. The nine negroes and
the two whites have all been killed within the past two weeks.
The mob did not get Robert Wright and Perry Price at Bronson.
They passed safely thrbugh Bronson and no effort was made to capture
+ them. All kinds of rumors are afloat, the whole of Fast Texas is
aroused and telephone and telegraph inquiries are coming from all
- points, '
At about 12 o'clack last night a mob of about 150 armed men
marched into Hemphill, overpowering the jailer, and taking from him
*  the keys, they went to the jail and took therefrom six negroces, as
follows: : '
Williams, aged 20 ycars; Jerry LEvans, aged 22 years: \\’illvjm
aged 24 years; Moss Spellman, aged 24 years; Cleve Williams, aged 27
years; Will Manuel ,aged 25 years,
) Five of the negroes taken from the jail were hanged to the limbs of
one trge, The sixth ran and was shot.
A condition of terror prevails, The murder of Aaron Johnson at
his home Saturday night added fuel to the flanies in the hearts of the

people in this section,
o 0o o

Bob Wright, charged nith having of- lynching was only  averted Sunday
! fored 35 to the negro charged with the | from the fact that Hemphill had &

night telephone office, and the rangers
murder of Johosou, {8 under arrest and from San Augustine county outwlitted
in the Ban Augustine Jail. Reports have | the mob In xettlng there early in the

% eZ7

gone' forth of a mob comlug to take | morning and geiting the negro under |

nimM trom Jal. and“the stite rangers ;1?;1 pretext of extorting evidence from
and the state milltia :mve been called .
for to proteot the prisoner.

The negro ghurch and achool house :2°b:ho"r"§° ot tlhu‘“:r Johnson, weems
wheres young Dean was killed have been bout,
burned. ) horrible deed he showed but littho £

Many-: piatola have been taken  from any evidence of either foar or Fegret. .

/‘ hegroes within the past two weeks; and "The people ' of Babine county  are
loaded shotguna and rifles are found in among the- oldest settlers of Texas.
nearly .avery house, ! A A thha e yeh BEILMOTE 0L lexad

Perry Price, the negro arrested om -

negro's In- !
telligence, In telling hls story of the :
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The “Waco Horror”:
T'he Lynching of Jesse W ashington

JamEes M. SoRELLE §

URING THE YEARS FROM 1839 T0 1918, THE UNITED STATES EXPERI-
D enced 8,224 lynchings within its borders, or roughly one every
three days. Nearly 8o percent of the victims were Negroes, and the vast
, majority of the incidents occurred in the South. Georgia, for example,
held the dubious distinction of leading all states with a total of 386
lynchings, while Mississippi and Texas followed closely with g4g and
335, respectively. These statistics furnish an irrefutable record of mob
violence and seem to corroborate Mr. Dooley’s characterization of the
racial climaté confronting black Americans in the early twentieth cen-
tury. “Th’ black has manny fine qualities,” the bartender-sage told his
[riend, Hennessey. “He is joyous, light-hearted, an’ aisily lynched.”t
For some white Americans, lynching apparently represented a justi-
fiable means of punishing alleged black criminals and of providing a
vivid reminder that white supremacy still reigned in the land. “The
white man in lynching a Negro does it as an indirect act of self-defense
against the Negro criminal as a race,” one apologist argued. “When the
abnormally criminal Negro race . . . puts himself [sic] in harmony with
our civilization, if ever, through assimilating our culture and making
our ideals its own, then may it be hoped that his [sic] crimes will be re-
duced to normal and lynching will cease, the cause being removed.”
Such a statement reveals the climate of opinion that no doubt led J. W,
Bailey, editor of the Biblical Recorder, to observe: “Lynching, mob-
spirit, lawlessness, are in the blood of our people.” Many other whites,
simply preferring to ignore the problem, would have agreed with the
reader of the Crisis, the official organ of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People, who expressed his dissatisfaction
with “so much talk about the lynching of Negroes™ in the pages of that
journal.?
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* James M. SoRelle is lecturer in history at Baylor University.

INational Association for the Advancement of Colored People, Thirly Years of Lynch-
ing in the United States, 1889~1918 (New York, 191g), 7: Finley Peter Dunne, “The Booker
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- On the other hand, a vocal minority‘.of Americans, by publicly de-
nouncing the trend toward mob violence in the country, refused to sup-
port a conspiracy of silence with respect to lynching. Bishop Chatles B.
Galloway of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, proclaimed that
“Every Christian patriot in America needs to lift up his voice in loud
and eternal protest against the mob-spirit that is threatening the inteo-
rity of this Republic.” Stmilarly, the NAACP from its incéption co;
sidered Iynching (which the Crisis identified as “the standard American
industry™) one of the most important problems in the country, and the
eradication of lynching one of the most -important planks in its pro-
gram for racial advancement. Of particular concern to individuals and
organizations determined to halt episodes of mob-inflicted violence was
the fact tnati w.hile the frequency of Iynchings began to decline after
1900. those incidents that did occur were often characterized by ex-
treme barbarity. Few examples of lynch law in twentieth-century
America demonstrate this more graphically than the mutilation and
burning of Jesse Washington at the hands of a white mob in Waco,
Texas, on May 13, 1916—an episode dubbed the “Waco Horror.”s

Located on the banks of the Brazos River in the fertile blackland
region of Central Texas, Waco was a thriving community in 19:16.
Loc.al boosters described the Lone Star State’s eighth largest urban area
(estimated population 33,670)* as “The Wonder City” and emphasized

York, 1g18), 70-71 (first quotation): “Some Thoughts on Lynching,” South Atlantic Quar-
terly, V (Oct., 1906), 853 (second quotation); J. H. T. to the Editor, Crisis, VII (Nov.
1913), 348 (third quotation). J ’ -
) -'3_“Sor_ne Thoughts on Lynching,” 355 (first quotation); James Weldon Johnson, Aiong
I‘r:zzf ,II’(I)-': The Autobiography of james Weldon Johnson (New York, 19g3) 310:’ Crisis,
IX {Mar, 1913), 196 (sccond quotation); Walter White, Rope and Faqgo[’::ﬂ 1}[0”7-,1;,;2), of
Judge Lynch ( 1929; reprint ed., New York, 1969), 19~20. The'speciﬁcL title‘}‘VVacZ horror”
seems to have originated with the editors of the Crisis, who published an “account of this
incident as an eight-page supplement to their July issue. Prior to the appearance of this
re‘port'.' however, the Houston Chronicle expressed its cditorial opinion of “The Horror at
Waco,” and a New York Times editorial stated that the mob in Waco had “Punished a
Horror Horribly.” See “The Waco Horror,” Supplement to the Crisis, XI1 (July, 1916), 1-8;
}_Iouston Chronicle, May 16, 1916; and New York Times, May 17, 1916. Prev;ous di’scusj
s-xvon‘s of this affair include brief accounts in Charles F. Kellogg, NAACP: 4 History of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 1909-1920 (Baltimore, 1967)
218, and Robert L. Zangrando, The NAACP Crusade Against Lynching, 1909-r950 ’(Phila—’
delphx_a, 1980), 2g~30, and 2 more thorough cxploratiox‘l in Rogers M.bSmi[h “The Waco
Lynching of 1g16: Perspective and Analysis” (M.A. thesis, Bayloor University,, 1971).

4Uni§ed States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth Census of
f/ze_ United Staies Taken in the Year 1920 (11 vols; Washington, DAEZ. 1921~23), III, Popu-
latfon, 7920, Composition and C{zgmcterislz’cs, 1,015. The Census Buréau set {V’aco’s! popu-
?atlon 11 1910 at 26,425; ten years later the figure stood at 38.500. The town’s population
in 191§ can be estimated by compufing the percent of increase between 1910 and 1920 and
assuming that the increase oceurred evenly over the decade. Although no certain degree of
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the “progressiveness” of the town. Economic opportunities reportedly
abounded, particularly in businesses associated with the cotton culture
of the surrounding agricultural districts. In addition, city fathers de-
picted Waco as a center for wholesale dealers and for the rapidiy ex-
panding insurance business. One publication of the Young Men’s Busi-
ness League described Waco in 1912 as “a true Southern city which is
possessed of all the business possibilities of the metropolitan cities of
the nation. . . .”" Wacoans also expressed pride in their religious and
educational institutions, which included sixty-three churches of vari-
ous denominations and Baptist-affiliated Baylor University, the state’s
oldest college. The influence exerted by these institutions probably
explains the message on a large electric sign that spanned one of the
principal street intersections, proclaiming Waco to be “The City With
a Soul.”’s

Despite Waco’s aura of middle-class respectability in 1916, the city’s
history had been interspersed with episodes of violence, thus earning
the town the sobriquet “Six Shooter Junction.” This frontier tradition
of lawlessness, though less evident after the tum of the century, sur-
faced on numerous occasions and shattered the idyllic image so care-
fully crafted and defended by Waco’s community leaders. The lynch-
ing of Jesse Washington for the murder of a white woman was one of
those occasions.

Early in the evening on May 8, 1916, Chris Simons was walking
toward his home on the outskirts of Robinson, a small farming com-
munity seven miles south of Waco, when he heard screams coming
from the direction of George Fryer’s place, some five to six hundred
yards down the road. Simons ran to the Fryer home, where he encoun-
tered the hysterical twenty-two-year-old Ruby Fryer and her fourteen-
year-old brother, George, Jr., who were staring at the lifeless form of
their mother, fifty-three-year-old Lucy Fryer, sprawled across the door-
way of the seed shed. Upon learning from the children that their father
was working in the fields, Simons hurried to find the elder F ryer. In-
formed of the tragic news delivered by his neighbor, Fryer drove to
Waco, the county seat of McLennan County, where he reported the
crime to Sheriff Samuel S. F leming. Fleming swiftly assembled an in-

accuracy can be claimed for this figure, it undoubtedly is more accurate than the Waco
city directory’s estimate of 45,237. See R. L. Polk & Co. (comps.), Waco City Directory,
I916 (Houston, 1916), 21.

5Waco City Directory, 1916, =1 (first quotation), 51~54; Charles E. Gilbert, Jr. (comp.),
Waco (Waco, 1g12), [63] (second quotation); William H. Curry, 4 History of Early Waco
with Allusions to Six Shooter Junction {Waco, 1968), front fyleaf (third quotation).

8 T rontn,
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vestigative team composed of his deputies, local constables, and a num-
ber of Waco policemen, and departed for Robinson.6

"The report of Lucy Fryer's murder spread rapidly through the Rob-
inson community, and several local men banded together to offer their
assistance to Sheriff Fleming and his contingent of law enforcement
officials. Meanvwhile, Dr. J. H. Maynard, a physician from nearby Ro-
senthal, arrived to examine the dead woman’s body. Maynard discov-
ered several deep gashes mn Lucy Fryer’s head, including two massive
wounds penetrating the brain cavity. These blows, the doctor deter-
mined, had been delivered by an assailant who used a heavy, blunt
mstrument.” :

Suspicion fell almost immediately upon Jesse Washington, an illit-
c€rate seventeen-year-old Negro who, with his brother, William, had
worked as a hired hand on the F ryer farm since January. Shortly after
9:00 P.M., an entourage of peace officers drove to the Washington place,
where they discovered the young suspect (wearing a blood-stained pair
of overalls and undershirt) sitting outside whittling on a piece of wood.
Following a few routine questions, Deputy Sheriffs Lee_Jenkins and
Barney Goldberg took the Washington family into custody and es-
corted them to Waco for further interrogation, after which William
and his parents were released. During this questioning in Waco, Jesse
Washington offered several conflicting statements but consistently de-
nied any knowledge of the circumstances surrounding Lucy Fryer’s
death.®

The arrest of Jesse Washington produced a volatile climate in Rob-
inson. One Waco paper reported that local law enforcement officials
quickly “realized that the enormity of the crime would cause the hot
blood of the Robinson countrymen to flame and cry for puotection of
their women and homes against the lust of the brute.” Aware of the
potential for mob violence, Sheriff Fleming decided to remove the
black suspect beyond the reach of a lynching party. During the pre-
dawn hours on Tuesday, May g, Fleming transferred his prisoner to
Hillsboro, a small town thirty-five miles north of Waco. Once in Hills-

STestimony of Chris Simons in State of Texas Versus Jesse Washington, District Gourt
of McLennan County, Texas, Fifty-fourth judicial District, March Term, 1916, Cause No.
4141, p. 6; Elizabeth Freeman, “The Waco Lynching,” 8, National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People Archives (Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Wash-
ington, D.C; hercafter cited as NAACP Archives).

TWaco Morm'ng News, May'é, 1918; Waco Times-Herald, May g, 1916; testimony of Dr.
J. H. Maynard in Texas . Washington, 1—=. '

8Waco Morning News, May g, 1916; Waco Times-Herald, May g, 1916.
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boro, Fleming resumed his questioning of the accused in the presence
of Hill County Sheriff Fred Long, an interrogation that climaxed with
Jesse Washington’s confession that he indeed had killed Lucy Fryer.
Washington identified the murder weapon as a medium-sized black-
smith’s hammer and told his interrogators that he had hidden the ham-
mer in a field on the Fryer place. With this information in hand,
Sheriff Fleming returned to Waco, while Sheriff Long escorted the con-
fessed killer to Dallas, where Washington dictated a confession to Dal-
las County Attorney Mike T. Lively in which he admitted to raping
and murdering the wife of his employer. The black youth signed this
confession with an X in lieu of his name, which he was incapable of
writing. Lively then had Washington locked in the Dallas County jail
to await trial and, presumably, to protect him from possible mob as-
sault.?

Meanwhile, Sheriff Fleming arrived back in Waco and, accompanied
by deputies Lee Jenkins and Joe Roberts and County Prosecutor John
B. McNamara, drove to the Fryer farm. There the séarch party discov-
ered a blood-caked biacksmith’s hammer under a ‘pile of hackberry
brush adjacent to the field in which Jesse Washington had been work-
ing the previous day, and precisely in the location the black youth had
described as the hiding place for the murder weapon.t0
* The discovery of the hammer allegedly used to kill Lucy Fryer, coin-
ciding with the publication of the black suspect’s confession in the
Waco newspapers, inflamed passions among Robinson’s citizenry still
further and led some to insist upon drastic action. Shortly after 10:00
P.M. that evening, Sheriff Fleming-encountered a procession of some
500 citizens from Robinson, Rosenthal, and several smaller communi-
ties in southern McLennan County headed toward Waco along the
Lorena road. The ringleaders of the group demanded that Fleming re-
lease Jesse Washington to them so that swift “justice” might be carried
out, and one of the men reportedly declared: “When we left home to-
night our wives, daughters and sisters kissed us good bye and told us to
do our duty, and we're trying to do it as citizens.” When Fleming in-
formed them that the suspect had been removed from the city for safe-
keeping pending his trial, several of the men refused to believe him and
requested to search the jail. Fleming acquiesced, and the caravan of

automobiles, buggies, and horses carrying the vigilantes proceeded

9Waco Morning News, May 10, 116 (quotation); testimony of Fred Long, Mike T. Live-
ly, and W. J. Davis in Texas v. Washington, 2~4.
10Testimony of S. S. Fleming in Texas v. Washington, 4.
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toward Waco. Upon their arrival at the county jail, the men conducted
a meticulous search of the cells, including close scrutiny of every black
prisoner. Having satisfied themselves that Washington was not, there,
the men left quietly and returned to their homes. Following this initial
attempt to circumvent the judicial process, community leaders in Rob-
inson assured Waco law enforcement authorities that no further mob
action would be planned as long as the legal system operated swiftly in
convicting and punishing the confessed rapist and murderer.1t

Officials in Waco needed little encouragement to resolve the case
quickly. On Thursday, May 11, a McLennan County grand jury con-
vened and required only thirty minutes to return a murder indictment
against Jesse Washington. District Judge Richard I. Munroe appointed
six young Waco attorneys to defend the accused and set the trial date for
the following Monday. The Morning News, noting these preliminary
maneuvers, predicted that “justice will move on swift feet in the
case.”12 ‘

The trial of Jesse Washington commenced at 10:00 A, Monday,
May 15, in the Fifty-fourth District Court of McLennan_County, with
Judge Munroe presiding over a courtroom filled to capaeity. Spectators
packed the balcony, and some stood on railings and benches to obtain a
better view. On several occasions prospective jurors had to be lifted
over the crowd to reach the front of the courtroom. Judge Munroe
periodically sought to preserve decorum by gavelling for silence and re-
minding several of the male onlookers to remove their hats. Those who
could not get inside congregated around the courthouse, lining the
sidewalks on all sides. Among this crowd of bystanders (described as
the largest ever seen in the city) were several Negroes whom one Waco
paper characterized as “quiet and seemingly not much exgited.”1?

Among some of the white spectators, however, the méod was ugly.
‘Trouble was narrowly averted before the trial when Jesse-Washington,
whom Sheriff Fleming had brought back to Waco the previous eve-
ning, was escorted into the courtroom by sheriff’s deputies. At the sight

fo 14

11Waco Morning News, May 10, 1916; Waco Times-Herald, May 10, 1916 (quotation).

12Waco Morning News, May 11, 12, 14 (quotation), 1916. In Texas the common practice
in cases involving murder and criminal assault, where the guilt of the accused was beyond
doubt, was to insure the defendant a speedy jury. trial and, following a guilty verdict, to
carry out the death sentence at the end of a thirty-day waiting period. “This has had the
effect,” the Morning News reported, “of stopping many of the lawless demonstrations
which formerly characterized the commission of the diabolical crime of which Washington
stands accused and to which he has confessed.” Ibid., May 13, 1916.

131bid., May 16, 1916 (quotation); Waco Times-Herald, May 15, 1916.
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of the defendant, an unidentified white man pulled a revolver and de-
clared, “Might as well get him now.” Violence was prevented by an-
other white spectator, who overpowered and disarmefi the gunman
and proclaimed, “Let them have the trial. We'll get him beff)re sun-
down, and you might hurt some innocent man.” At another point early
in the proceedings an anonymous voice called out, “Don’t need no
court,” 14 ) -
The trial proceeded rapidly. Jury selection required a mere thirty-
five minutes, as the defense counsel, headed by Joseph W. Taylor, Jr.,
offered no peremptory challenges to prospective jurors. Once the jury
was empanelled, Judge Munroe read the indictment and asked the de-
fendant to state his plea. When Washington seemed puzzled by the
request, the judge asked the black youth whether or not he had com-
mitted the crime for which he was being prosecuted. Munroe explained
that a guilty plea would result in hanging or a sentence of from five
years to life in the state penitentiary. The defendant’s response con-
sisted of a muttered, “Yeah,” which the court translated as “Guilty.”15
Upon the completion of these preliminary mattelfrs, the prosecuting
attorney, John B. McNamara, opened the case for the state. Dr. May-
nard took the witness stand to describe the wounds inflicted upon Lucy
Fryer but, curiously, made no mention of evidence of a sexual assault.
Following this medical testimony, Mike Lively, Fred Long, and W. J.
Davis, a legal investigator and former Dalias policemar'l, rel.ated the
details of Jesse Washington’s confession in Dallas and Id'entiﬁed .the
defendant as the person who, in their presence, had admitted raping
and murdering Mrs. Fryer. Sheriff Fleming and his deputy, Lee Jen-
kins, described to the court their roles in the arrest of the defendant
and the successful search for the murder weapon. Finally, Chris Simo%ls
and Constable Leslie Stegall offered testimony pertaining to their dis-
covery of the dead woman’s body on the evening of May 8. Attorney
McNamara then read Washington’s confession into the court record
and rested his case.*® : )
The counsel for the defense, which chose to ask only one question
during cross-examination of the state’s witnesses, opened and closed its
case by calling a single witness—Jesse Washington. Joe Taylor asked
his client if he had anything to say to the iury in his own behalf. The

14Waco Morning News, May 16, 1916.
151bid.
16Texas v. Washington, 1—g.
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Negro replied, “I ain’t going to tell them nothing more than what I
said—that’s what I done. . . .” Washington’s subsequent remark was
unintelligible to the courtroom. Taylor told the jury, “He says he is
sorry he did it.” The young counselor then asked the defendant if he
had something more to add. Washington' remained silent, at which
point the defense rested.*” '

In his summation, Prosecutor McNamara praised Joe Taylor and
the other young Waco attorneys for complying with their legal duty
to defend their client. Furthermore, he lauded the fairness of the trial,
proclaiming: “The prisoner has been given.a fair trial, as fair as any
ever given in this court room.” This staternent produced a round of
applause culminating in “a mighty yell” among courtroom spectators,
after which the jury retired to consider the fate of the accused.’®

The deliberations did not take long. The jury returned after only
four minutes, and Foreman William B. Brazleton, a prominent Waco
businessman, read the verdict: “We; the jury, find the defendant guilty
of murder as charged in the indictment and assess his penalty at death.”
Following a second reading of the jury’s decision, Judge Munroe began
writing the verdict into the docket book, and law officers were prepar-
ing to remove Jesse Washington from the courtroom, when _pandemo-
nium erupted. An unidentified white spectator yelled, “Get the nig-
ger,” and a group of men surged forward, seized the convicted youth,
and hustled him down the stairs at the rear of the courthouse where a
crowd of about four hundred persons waited in the alley. A chain was
thrown around Washington’s neck, and he was dragged in the direction
of the river, where, someone suggested, he could be hanged from the
city’s historic suspension bridge, the site of the lynching of another
Negro, Sank Majors, in 1905. Instead of continuing to the bridge, how-
ever, the mob turned on Second Street and marched toward city hall,
where another group of vigilantes had gathered to build a bonfire. As
the crowd pushed forward to this destination, several individuals at-
tacked the struggling Washington, tearing the clothes from his body,
stabbing him with knives, and battering him with bricks, clubs, and
shovels.1? .

By the time the procession reached the city hall grounds, Jesse Wash-
ington was semiconscious and bleeding profusely. The leaders of the
mob picked up their victim, tossed him onto a pile of dry-goods boxes

17Ibid., 10. i
18Waco Morning News, May 16, 19186.
191bid. (quotations); Waco Times-Herald, May 13, 16, 1g16.
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that had been gathered under a tree, and doused his body with coal oil.
The chain wrapped around Washington’s neck was thrown over a
sturdy limb of the tree, and several men united to jerk their victim into
the air for all to see. “When the negro was first hoisted into the air,”
the Waco Times-Herald reported, “his tongue protruded from his
mouth and his face was besmeared with blood.” Then Washington’s
body was lowered onto the pile of combustibles, and several whites ad-
vanced to cut off the Negro’s fingers, ears, and toes. One eyewitness
reported that the mob also emasculated the black youth. Many spec-
tators of this grim affair also seemed anxious to assist in burning
the convicted slayer. According to the Times-Herald, “[Pleopie pressed
forward, each eager to be the first to light the fire, matches were
touched to the inflammable material and as smoke rapidly rose in the
air, such a demonstration as of people gone mad was never heard be-
fore.” The flames swiftly engulfed Jesse Washington.20 1

As news of the lynching spread through the city a large crowd con-
sisting of men, women, and children assembled to watch the grisly
spectacle. Many Waco businessmen left their places of employment
downtown to witness the events on the city hall Jawn. Mayor John R.
Dollins and Chief of Police Guy McNamara viewed the event from the
mayor’s office in city hall, while loeal photographer Fred A. Gilder-
sleeve, forewarned that Washington would be lynched at the conclu-
sion of the trial, had set up his camera to take pictures of the incident.
Of the female bystanders, one local paper reported: “[Als matters pro-
gressed . . . they seemed to get accustomed toc what was taking place,
and some of them were soon laughing, and chatting, albeit their faces
were in some cases still blanched.” One well-dressed woman applauded
gleefully “when a way was cleared so that she could see the writhing,
naked form of the fast dying black.” A large number of children, in-
cluding students from nearby Waco High School who had rushed to
the scene during their lunch hour, also witnessed this exhibition of
horror. Other spectators leaned out of the windows of nearby build-
Ings to get a better look.2t

[—

20Waco Times-Herald, May 15, 1916 (quotations); Waco Morning News, May 16, 1916;
Freeman, “The Waco Lynching,” 14.

21Estimates of the size of the crowd varied widely. Waco's afternoon newspaper set the
figure at 10,000, while the morning paper claimed that 15,000 persons had witnessed the
burning. Elizabeth Freeman, an English suffragist who investigated the Iynching for the
NAACP, reported that during her early intervicws concerning the incident most citizens
admitted to the larger number, but as they became more suspicious of her motives, subse-
quent witnesses stated that only 500 bystanders had gathered on the city hall lawn. A pop-
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As the body continued to burn, some onlookers searched the ground
for bits of bone, broken links of the chain noose, and pieces of the
hanging tree—items that preswmably could be kept or sold as souve-
nirs. Within two hours the smouldering remains of Jesse Washington
consisted of little more than a charred skull and torso. In midafternoon
a horseman approached, lassoed the burned corpse, and dragged it
through the main streets of downtown Waco. At one point during this
macabre procession, the skull bounced off and was retrieved by a group
of young boys who extracted the teeth and sold them for five dollars
apiece. Finally, several men placed the victim’s remains in a cloth
bag and pulled the bundle behind an automobile to Robinson where
they hung the sack from a pole in front of a blacksmith’s shop for the
community’s residents to see. Later that afternoon Constable Les Ste-
gall retrieved the body and turned it over to a Waco undertaker for
burial.2?

Thus ended an episode that most Wacoans probably preferred to for-
get. Repercussions on the state and national level, however, kept the
lynching in the public eye for several months and brought condemna-
tion upon Waco, the state of Texas, and the nation as a whole for per-
mitting a climate of race relations to exist that tolerated such an
atrocity.

In the wake of the events of May 15, the response by local whites to
the lynching of Jesse Washington varied from vigorous approval to
public condemnation of the mob’s actions. Glenn Bruck, whose brother
Earle had served on the jury that had convicted Washington, pro-
claimed that his only regret was not having been present to assist the
vigilantes. The typical white Wacoan, according to the Morning News,
either seemed satisfied with what had transpired or refused to com-
ment on the incident. For its own part, the Morning News.expressed
regret over the mob’s actions but also voiced resentment over the
“wholesale denunciation of the south and of the people of Waco” that
followed. The Times-Herald refrained from editorial comment en-
tirely, noting on the day following the lynching: “Yesterday’s exciting
occurrence is a closed incident.”” NAACGP investigator Elizabeth Free-
man reported to Royal Nash, the executive secretary of the association:

ular account of the episode published a half-century later claimed that 1,000 pexsons had
watched the execution. Waco Times-Herald, May 15, 1916; Waco Morning News, May 16,
1916 (quotations); Freeman, “The Waco Lynching,” 15, 20, 21; Curry, A History of Early
Waco, go. . )

22Waco Times-Herald, May’ 15. 1916; Waco Morning News, May 16, 1016; Freeman,
“The Waco Lynching,” 15-16. ’
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“I find very few who really condone all that was done—but when they
make it personal they feel that they would have done likewise.” On a
Jater occasion, she informed Nash: “The feeling amongst the best peo-
ple is one of shame for the whole happening. They realize it could have
been stopped if they had had a leader—now they think they are right
in trying to forget it & fancy the world will do so to0.” W. hen Freeman
questioned Judge Munroe about his failure to halt the mob by using
the pistol he kept hidden in’a drawer at the bench, the judge respond-
ed, “Do you want to spill innocent blood for a nigger?” The apparent
failure of Waco’s religious leaders to condemn publicly the affair par-
ticularly distressed the NAACP investigator. “Cannot get the ministers
to aid,” she told her superiors in New York. “They simply say it is
deplorable.” On May 21 she reported: ““So far I have not found a Chris-
tian (?) minister who has protested against the action of the Waco
folk.’23

Some whites in McLennan County seemed disturbed.not so much by
the lynching per se but rather by the mob’s treatment of Jesse Wash-
ington’s burned corpse. John Strauss, one of Robinson’s educational
leaders, claimed that the people in his community urfxanimously con-
demned the dragging of the black victim’s body through the streets of
Waco. “If only they had just hung [sic] him,” wrote Elizabeth Freeman
in attempting to characterize local white opinion, “they felt that would
have been all right, but the burning—the dragging of the charred torso
through the streets is so much worse than his crime.”’2%

Not all local whites, however, shared the opinion that silence and in-
action were the most appropriate responses to the lynching. Several
leading Wacoans, including jury foreman William Brazleton and local
newspaperman Edward M. Ainsworth, argued that some public pro-
test should be made. Moreover, they were especially critical of the city’s
law enforcement officials for not intervening to prevent mob violence.
In addition to the opposition voiced by a few individual citizens, a spe-
cial committee of the faculty at Baylor University issued a series of
resolutions condemning the mob’s actions and expressing concern that
the incident “will evoke from the outside world reproaches unmerited

23Waco Morning News, May 16, 19, 24 {first quotation), 1916; Waco Times-Herald, May
16, 1916 (second quotation); Elizabeth Freeman to Roy Nash, [May 20, 1916] (third and
sixth quotations); Freeman to Nash, [May 24, 1916] (fourth quetation); Freeman to Nash,
[May 21, 1916] (seventh quotation), NAACP Archives; Freeman, “The Waco Lynching,”
11 (fifth quotation), 17.

24Waco Morning News, May 16, 1916; Freeman to Nash, [May 20, 1916] (quotation),
NAACP Archives.
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by the majority of the people of our faifcity and county. . . .” These
eﬂ':o’rts to challenge the legitimacy of the mob in taking Jesse Washing:
ton’s life, however, clearly represented a minority golxrse of acti .
among white residents of Waco and McLennan County.2s .
Blacks }iving in Robinson and Waco generally reaclted to the event
surrounflmg the murders of Lucy Fryer and Jesse Washington eithej
by keeping their thoughts to themselves or By taking a c?mciliator
stance. One of the few Negroes to offer his opinions pu:falic]y wés C Hy
Dorsey, a Robinson school teacher, who characterized Mrs. Fr ‘er’s;
murder as a “most horrible outrage.” Dorsey gave assurances‘ tha}t, all
resPectabIe black Robinsonians deplored XVashDinoton’s crime and pro
claimed that .the incident had produced no pemicoious repercussionz in-
ilzye ?c?mmur}ity_'“['l‘:]he white people of Robinson,” he wrote prior to
anﬁgggﬂ; Ezilt’ha};i;i s‘hown the ?egroes here the same sympathetic
y had always shown before. . . .” In Waco, the
Reverend John W. Strong, dean of the all-black Central Texas Coﬂ,ecre
and the Reverend I. Newton Jenkins, pastor of the New Hope Baptoisé
Church, exyprc?ssed their regret with respect to the crime that had taken
Lucy Fryer’s life, but in a confidential statement to Elizabeth F reeman
they noted their disappointment that Waco’s white clergymen hadlnot,
b'een more outspoken in denouncing the brutal and ex?;r;;;deoa] execu-
tion of Jesse Washington. After interviewing several localD Ne;rroe
concerning their views of the events that had ?ranspired betweenDMasf
8 and May 15, Freeman concluded: “The feeling of the colored peoplZz
; :
;l\aa; f?;tozil:gie they had one rotten member of their race the whites
While most local blacks were reluctant to condemn the Iynching, at
least one Negro in Waco refused to curb his outrage. &.-T Szr?ith
managing editor of the Paul Quinn Weekly, the schoool ;'pa e.r at alllj
?)Ia'ck Paul Quinn College, published several articles den‘"oulxglcincr the
1nc1degt. Richard D. Evans, a black attorney in Waco, commentedothat
th? Smith articles “took this city to task harder than any I have read on
this lynching.” In fact, one of the editorials included an unfounded
Fharge (reprinted from the Chicago Defender, one of the nation’s lead-
ing black weeklies) that George Fryer, Sr., not Jesse Washington, had
murdered Lucy Fryer. This charge led to Smith’s arrest and cznvi’ction

25 ereman, The Waco Lylldlln" 18—19 23; Waco Morning Neuws ay 28 1916 quo-
) 15, 5 23 Wac 5 H M. > (
co M rning News, N ay N g nd second quotation: : Freeman The
26Waco Mo ws, M 14, 1 16 (first and q
Waco L} n Chmg» 2 (thlld quotauon), 3- ( ) S) ,
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on charges of criminal libel. Attorney Evans informed the NAACP that
the Smith case had produced additional racial tensions in Waco and
that, despite Evans'’s decision to defend the embattled editor, “The col-
ored people here were afraid to help him [Smith] and afraid for me to
doso....”*

Elsewhere in Texas, newspapers published a report of the lynching
distributed by the Associated Press wire service. A few white dailies in
the larger cities offered editorials condemning the brutality of the inci-
dent and bemoaning the fact that public opinion everywhere would
blame the entire state for the affair. The San Antonio Express, for ex-
ample, called for a halt to Iynching in the South, adding, “The Waco
disgrace is the disgrace of Texas.” The Austin American admitted that
Jesse Washington deserved to die for his crime (a common sentiment
in the state press), but not at the hands of a band of vigilantes. Particu-
larly distressing to the American was the occurrence! of such a barbaric
event “in one of [the state’s] great centers of learning, of boasted civili-
zation. . . . A city of good people, of fine homes, of refinement. ...” The
two major white dailies in Houston published criticisms of the lynch-
ing that resembled each other in tone. “Not a word of defense is there
to offer; not an extenuating circumstance to plead,” the Chronicle pro-
claimed in its editorial. “Bestial cruelty, though seemingly sanctioned
by religious indignation, never did, and never will, strengthen those
custorns, institutions and standards which make society respectable
and the individual’s life safe.” The Post agreed that “From no angle
viewed, can there be the least excuse, much less justification, offered
for” the lynching and asked in a tone of rhetorical indignation, “Ch
Shame! where is thy blush?”” In Dallas the white dailies remained edi-
torially silent. Nor was the Dallas Express, a black weekly, substantially
more forceful. Usually known for its hard-hitting attacks against all
forms of discrimination against Negroes, the Express assumed a re-
strained position and maintained that no mob would have wreaked

vengeance in Waco had Lucy Fryer not been murdered. “There is a
time to talk and a time not to talk,” the Express informed its readers.

“To our mind, here is a time for thought.”*®

27R. D. Evans to the Editor, Crisis, XIII (Jan., 1g17), 122 (quotations), 12g; Memoran-
dum from Roy Nash to Joel Spingarn, Aug. 11, 1916, NAACP Archives. After waiving his
right to a jury trial, Smith was sentenced to one year of hard labor on a county convict

labor gang.

28San Antonio Express, May 17, 1916 (first quotation); Austin American, May 17, 1916
(second quotation); Houston Chronicle, May 16, 1916 (third quotation); Houston Post,
May 17, 1916 (fourth and fifth quotations); Dallas Express, May 20, 1916 (sixth quotation).
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Outside the state, reaction to the lynching was generally harsh,
“Waco did more than bum a Negro,” one California newspaper ex-
plained. “[SThe burned her own courage, decency and character, out-
raged the imaginations of her young people, and smeared a foul dis-
grace across her civic life.” The New York Iumes objected to the mob’s
refusal to permit the law to take its full course in punishing Jesse
Washington and emphasized the boldness of the vigilantes in acting in
broad daylight. Waxing hyperbolic, the Times concluded that the
lynching had been carried out “apparently by the whole population of
the place.”?

Several progressive journals added their voices to the wave of indig-
nation produced by the Waco affair. The Independent characterized
the Iynching as “an orgy of mob brutality and savage lust” and, in a
subsequent issue, proclaimed: “Waco is indelibly disgraced. Texas is
indelibly disgraced. The United States is indelibly disgraced. . . . Noth-
ing in the reports of the atrocities in Belgium, East Prussia, Serbia or
Armenia shows a more hideous state of public opinion than that mani-
fested by the people of Waco in participating in such a degrading dis-
play of wanton savagery.” The New Republic called the Iynching in
Waco “a filthy crime” and expressed dismay that Fred Gildersleeve’s
photographs of the incident “showed a typical straw-hatted summer
crowd gazing gleefully at the hideous crisp of what was once a Negro
youth.” Oswald Garrison Villard’s Nation castigated the faculty of Bay-
lor University for failing to condemn publicly the episode. This unin-
formed assertion elicited a prompt response from Dean John L. Kesler,
the University's acting president, who apprised Villard of the faculty
resolutions deploring the action of the mob. Kesler further reported
that he had “condemned [mob law] in as strong words as.the English
language would permit without violating the ten commarndments” in
the presence of eight hundred students assembled for chapel services.
Finally, Dean Kesler claimed that the lynching had been denounced
from the city’s leading pulpits in sermons delivered by the Reverends
Frank P. Culver of Austin Avenue Methodist Church, Charles T.
Caldwell of the First Presbyterian Church, Frank S. Groner of Colum-
bus Street Baptist Church, and Joseph Martin Dawson of First Baptist
Church. Villard noted the correction to his earlier charge but main-
tained that “Waco cannot hold up its head until the criminals are
punished.”30 ‘

295;1{1 FranFisco Bulletin, Ma); 16, 1916, reprinted in Crisis, X1I (Aug,, 1916), 189 (first
quotation); New York Times, May 17, 1916 (second-quotation)‘

30“A Terrible Crime in Texas,” Independent, LXXXVI (May =9, 1916), gep (first quota-
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At the same time that the editors of several major newspapers and
journals condemned the Waco lynching, their comments produced re-
buttals from a number of whites who attempted to justify the mob’s
action or, at least, to place the blame elsewhere. One northern-bormn
"Texas resident complained that the Nation should direct jts editorial
venom against the crime .of rape rather than Iynching. “It may be bad
to lynch,” he admitted, “but is it not far worse for a dehumanized fiend,
swelling with bestial lust, to Iay his cursed hands on a pure, defence-
less woman to satisfy his animal nature?” A white Floridian added the
oft-repeated reminder that northerners could not possibly understand
race relations in the South and, therefore, could not react objectively
to the lynching of blacks. The only preventive for Negro crime, he
concluded, lay in “a sure, swift punishment as was meted out by the
Ku Klux Clansmen [sic] in the days of reconstruction.” The editors of
the Outlook condemned the failure of Waco officials to prevent the in-
cident. “Political, moral, and physical cowardice are written all over
the story,” the journal charged. At the same time, the Outlook offered
a unique (though highly questionable) interpretation to account, at
least in part, for the recurrence of Iynchings in the United States by
blaming “a small group of Negro leaders who have been preaching
covetousness and envy as virtues, and who have tended to dull the
minds of some of their followers to a sense of duty and to the impor-
tance of self-control.”3t

"The public response by blacks on the national level to the Waco
lynching fell into two categories—either one of conciliation or one of
condemnation. Even when not compelled to silence by geographical
proximity to McLennan County, a few Negroes took a conservative
stance. For example, a black Georgian asked that the race as a whole not
be judged by the acts of “troublesome and insolent” Negroes like Jesse
Washington. “Our beloved neighbors will attest,” he continued, “that
the negro is the last one in general to harbor a desire to defend from

just punishment any sort of criminal.”?2

tion); “An American Atrocity,” ibid., LXXXVII (July 31, 1916), 146 (second quotation);
Editorial, New Republic, VI (June 3, 1916), 102 (third quotation); “The Will-to-Lynch,”
ibid., VIII (Oct. 14, 1916), 261 (fourth quotation); “Moving Against Lynching,” Nation,
CIII (Aug. 3, 1916), 101; Editorial Comment, ibid., CIII (Oct. 5, 1916}, g22; J. L. Kesler to
the Editor, Oct. 15, 1916, ibid., CIII (Dec. =8, 1916), 6og (fifth quotation); Editorial Com-
ment, ibid. (sixth quetation).

31]. T. Winston to the Editor, May 26, 1916, Nation, CII (June 22, 1016), 671 (first quo-
tation); Elliott G. Barrow to the Edifor, June 22, 1916, ibid., CIII (July 6, 1916), 11 (second
quotation); “To Lynch or Not to Lynch?” Outlook, CXV (Jan. 24, 1917), 138 (third and
fourth quotations).

32Robert F. Gibson to the Editor, June 23, 1916, Nation, CHI (July 13, 1916), g5.
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In contrast, the black press outside Texas almost uniformly de-
nounced the mob’s actions in Waco. The Savannah Tribune, referring
to lynching as the “popular life-taking game in the southland,” charac-
terized the Waco incident as “about as barbarous a deed as can be com-
mitted.” In an editorial for the New York Age, James Weldon John-
son declared that the details of Jesse Washington’s death were “enough
to make the devil gasp in astonishment. . . .” Johnson called upon Pres-
ident Woodrow Wilson to condemn such lawless incidents in a public
statement and asserted that nowhere else in the world “could be found
a people so close to the brute but they would have done such a deed.
In comparison with them [the Waco vigilantes], a crowd of Mexican
bandits is a company of high-souled, chivalrous gentlemen.” Perhaps
the most outraged protest in the black press, however, emanated from
the offices of the Chicago Defender. Edited by Robert S. Abbott, the
Defender immediately announced its belief in jesse Washington’s in-
nocence, arguing that the black youth had been railroaded by the Waco
judicial system. Several of the Defender’s reports of the lynching were
sensationalist in nature, including the previously cited publication of
the unfounded rumor that George Fryer had been arrested and
charged with murdering his wife.®? ’

Of all the national attention devoted to the Waco lynching, how-
ever, the most far-reaching demonstration of outrage generated by the
affair occurred within the ranks of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People. Reports of the incident stirred the
NAACP to launch a fullscale investigation of the lynching. The Asso-
ciation contacted Elizabeth Freeman, who was attending a women’s
suffrage convention in Dallas, and asked her to travel to Waco to col-
lect data relating to Jesse Washington’s death. Freeman’s findings ap-
peared (as previously noted) in a supplement to the July 1gz6-issue of
the Crisis, entitled “The Waco Horror.” The journal’s editor, W. E. B.
Du Botis, sermonized: “To other persons we say as we have said before:
any talk of the triumph of Christianity, or the spread of human cul-
ture, is idle twaddle so long as the Waco lynching is possible in the
United States of America.”’3 : '

Several NAACP officials saw in the “Waco horror” a powerful cause
céleébre upon which the association might expand its antilynching cru-

33Savannah Tribune, July 8, 1916 (first and sccond quotations); New York Age, May 25,
1916 (third and fourth quotations); Chicago Defender, May =0, 27, June 3, 10, 1916.

34¢Roy Nash to Elizabeth Freeiﬁar; May 16, 1916, NAACP Archives; “The Waco Hor-
ror,” 1-8; W. E. B. Du Bois, “Lynching,” Crisis, XII (July, 1916), 135 (quotation).
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sade to include a federal law prohibiting the crime of lynching. In late
July, Joel E. Spingarn, chairman of the NAACP’s board of directors,
and Oswald Garrison Villard, the organization’s treasurer, issued a
joint appeal for contributions to an antilynching fund to finance “the
first nation-wide campaign against the ancient American institution of
Iynching that ever gave promise of wiping the blot once [and] for all
from our escutcheon.” The following month, Spingarn informed Phil-
ip G. Peabody, a prominent.Boston attorney who had expressed inter-
est in financing an antilynching campaign, that “The publicity we
gave Waco has roused a fighting spirit we must not let die.” Mean-
while, Villard, in an appeal for financial assistance for the NAACP's
Anti-Lynching Fund, proclaimed: “The crime at Waco is a challenge
to our American civilization, yes, to every American. ...

Invigorated by the national attention devoted to the lynching of
Jesse Washington, the NAACP’s antilynching crusade proceeded at
such a furious pace during the remainder of 1916 that Joel Spingarn
optimistically declared the campaign “the most striking achieve@ent”
of the year. By early 1917, however, international events dominated
the nation’s attention to such an extent that little it%tterest could be
generated for reforms in the realm of race relations. With the entrance
of the United States into World War I in April, NAACP leaders prob-
ably realized that they had little hope of winning support for such a
politically divisive issue as a federal antilynching law. Consequenf;ly,
while NAACP antilynching efforts continued on several fronts dl%r.mg
the war, the “Waco horror” was relegated to an anonymous position
among thousands of instances of mob violence inflicted upon black
Americans in the pre~-World War I era.®

In many respects the events surrounding the lynching of Jesse -W' ash-
ington differed little from other episodes of mob violence 1n the
United States. The incident occurred in the South, and the victim was
a black male who had confessed to crimes that in the eyes of some

35Cleveland -4 dvocaie, July 22, 1916 (st quotation); Joel E. §Pingarn to Philip G. Pea-
body, Aug. 4, 1916 (second quotation), NAACP Archives; Crisis, XII (Aug., 1916), 168
(third quotation).

36Crisis, XII1 (Feb.. 1917), 166 (quotation); Kellogg, NAACP, 220, 227231 The ”'vr‘vaco
horror,” however, was not completely forgotten following America’s entrance into World
War I. Among the literature distributed for the NAACP-sponsored “Negro Silent Protest
Parade” in New York City on July 28, 1917—a demonstration against mob violence held
in the wake of the East St. Louis race riot—was the following statement: “We march be-
cause we want to make impossible a repetition of Waco, Memphis, and East St. Louis, by
arousing the conscience of the country and bringing the murders of our brothers,'sxsters,
and innocent children to justice.” Zangrando, The NA4CP Crusade Against Lynching, 37,

88 (quotation).
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white southerners made lynch Jaw justifiable, even necessary. Nor was
the barbarity of the mob particularly unusual for the time. Moreover,
the refusal of Waco officials to seek indictments against the ringleaders,
even though their identities were known throughout the city, indicates
that this incident followed a pattern generally adopted by local officials
dealing with similar acts of violence.? -

Significantly, however, in lynching Jesse Washington, the mob in
Waco unwittingly provided the NAACP with a cause célebre that the
national association could utilize to invoke support for a systematic
campaign to halt lynchings. To capitalize upon Philip Peabody’s offer
to fund an antilynching crusade, the NAACP needed a particularly
sensational incident to demonstrate to the American people the ur-
gency of a federal antilynching bill. The burning and mutilation of an
illiterate black farm hand, graphically documented by Tred Gilder-
sleeve’s camera, packed the necessary emotional punch to dramatize
the exigency of federal action. In addition, the fact that this incident
occurred in a city reputed to be an enlightened, respectable, middle-
class community supplied the NAACP further evidence of the breadth
ol a lynching mentality in the United States. And yet, despite the
seemingly advantageous timing of the “Waco horror,” the campaign
fell victim to the inopportune entrance of the nation into the First
World War, thereby forcing the NAAGP to postpone its federal anti-
lynching crusade until 191q.

“What's goin’ to happen to th’ naygur?” Hennessy asked Mr. Dooley
in a conversation over the “Negro problem” in the United States.
“Well,” said Dooley; “he'll ayther have to go to th’ north an’ be a sub-
jick race, or stay in th’ south an’ be an objick lesson.”®8 While the
NAACP had hoped to exploit the “Waco horror” to further its anti-
lynching program, Jesse Washington's death unfortunately became
but another “objick lesson” reminding blacks of the dire consequences
awaiting those who stepped outside their “place” in American society.

#7Freeman, “The Waco Lynching,” 13. After several days of talking to local citizens
about the lynching, Elizabeth Freeman had acquired the names of six men who repre-
sented “the disreputable bunch of Waco” and who had participated in the mob’s activi-
ties. Ibid., 19. The pattern adopted by local officials in the United States of refusing to
seek prosecution of known mob participants is noted in Arthur T, Raper, The Tragedy of
Lynching (Chapel Hill, N.C, 1933), =, 13-17, and Zangrando, The NAACP Crusade
Against Lynching, 4, 8.

38Finley Peter Dunne, “The Negro Problem,” Mr. Dooley’s Philosophy (New York,
19o6), 217.

Waco City Hall, about 1g1o0. Courtesy of the Texas
Collection, Baylor University.
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~08pringtown in the 18

By MRS, CLYDE GEAR BEATY .

© Pholos Courtesy Author **

“An lsolated settlement lived in fear of a single fomilym
one who rode by duy and killed by day and whese women
were more viclous thon their men!

E")ESGENDANTS of settlers who lived
27 in Wise, Jack, Montague and Parker
Counties in Mexag in the 1870s and 1880s
have long kept a dreadful secret. From
the time it happened wearly a hundred
i,va».ra ago uP to this day, the affalr has
»een hush, hush. AT

T, J. Tarkington was my foster father
and blood uncle. He, and his wife, Bettie,
me at Springtown. Uncle Tom was
an honorable'citizen and the junjor part.
ner of the Donathan, Culton and Tarking-
ton General Meychandize Stove located
there. Ho was also one of the many ins
nocent vietims caught in th Jvortex of
raurders, call-out gun battles, vigilante
hangings and out and out mob renzy,
which for two years held Springtown in
mortal terror. . S

This was twelve years before my time.
But having always been intrigued by
the stories Uncle Tom told me, I knew,
even ag a child, this was history in the
raw, There was never a legal account
of this bloody episode—not sven news-
paper coverage at the time. Or if go; the
records were lost when the Parker County
courthouse burned in 1886, I suppose [ am
more famillar with the details than any-
one else living today, :

A year or go before Uncle Tom “went
West” in 1012, T took notes, dates, names
and all the data he could remember, Then
in 1919, nearly fifty years after all of
this happened (187%2), it was legally re-
corded, G. W, Tacket and A, L. Thomas
gave the nameg of the family of ten, eight
of whom died violently, and made mention
of the wmurder of Jo‘hnng ~Lard,

08 was & quiet

Afarmix:ig community on. the frontier, It

“boaste _
town nor the saloons ran true to form, as

of three saloons, but neither the

Western towns go. No dance halls, no

Children of the God-fecring community of Spiingtown, Toxas
S photographer in thin {aded 18

Jefferson

girls, maybe now and then n “friendly”
fist-f‘lght or gometimes a “native” mak-

.ing a .dude dance to the tune of his

six-guns, The men were always ready to

“match & badger fight-~the only trouble

being there wag seldom & stranger gulli-
ble enough to fool. - = .

The land was fertils and productive-—
wooded rolling hills in the heart of the
State where the climate varied just

enough to be appreclated, There was jugt

one thing I remembey espocially which
wasn't nice-wgrasy - bums, I’'d  gamble
there axe more grass burs to the square
inch, even today, than»angwhere elge in
the whole wide world, - The rich, sandy
goll produced everything else as abun-
dantly., And water! All one need do was
to serateh out a hole o fow feet deep
and there wag pure, sparkling, artesian
water often spraying as high as a man’s
head, T recall twenty-flve flowing wells,
his is what the war-weary people from
Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia and Ten-
nessee found when they went in gearch
of a new land in which to begin life all
over again. The{g were God-fearing farm-
ing people, all Protestants, and so plous
gome felt 1t a sin to grease one’s surrey
on a Sunday morning (as my own father,
reayr, learned when he was
called on the church esrpet for commit-
ting such blagsphemy on the Sabbath).

"T}IEN a new family moved into town,
and gomehow the serenity of the
village became all muddled up., The new
Beop e were as foreign to the peo¥le they
ad chosen to live among, as il they had
come from Timbuktn. Allen C, Hill, the
father; "Dusky, the mother; two song,
Jack and Allen C., Jr.; six davghters,
Nancy, Martha, Katherine, Adeline, Eliza
and Bell all camped for a couple of weeks

pose for the town
71 pletura, e

)

T.]. Tarkington

down by the bridge before buying the
place adjoining the Matlock farm and the
Jim Dunn place a couple of miles south-
west of S;iwingtown and across the creek.

Dirvty little stories began ecirveulating
about the Hills, such as, where was the
papa of the baby Nancy was soon to
ear? The better citizens ignored this;
as {t wag none of their business, and txfed

earnestly to make friendly advances to~

ward the family, only to be ignored oy
out~-and-out insulted, Old man Hill espe-

‘efally was antlsocial and cantankerous,

Jim Dunn—-ag was hig nature—could

not, eredit anfyone with ‘being all hadi and

asked his wife to bake an extra “spider”
of sourdough bigeuits, He wanted to take
these and a pound of fresh butter over
to the Hills, Sophia, Jim’s' wife, wasn't
for it, but Jim argued it was ag little as
one could do for & new neighbor.

Unele Tom sald this was the story
Jim told the townfolks the next morning
when he opened up his blacksmith shop,
Jim said he rode up to the Hills’ front
door and bollered, “Hello, Anybody
home 7"

Old Allen C, came to the door and
without even looking at Jim asked,
“Whadda ya want, reb?”

Jim handed him the biscuits saying,
“%\ld,x,r wife baked some hot bread for you
a

Hill snatched the spider from Jim's
hand, jerked off the lid and spit it full of
raw tobaceo juice, slung the bread over
the ground, kicked it contemptuously and
walked back into the house,

Dusky came running out on the porch
with a teakettle of boiling water, shout-
ing, “Let me seald the dami b—d, Pal
Liet me scald himl? . ,

Everybody in town gathered at the
blacksmith shop to hear the story firet.
hand and to give Jim gome good-natured

kidding. I{nowinf;‘ Jim Dunn to be a trath.
1z

ful man, the citlzens gave Allen C, and

hig ¢lan a wide berth. No more neighbor-

ly "gesturves or 'attemlats at fraternizing

were made-—except Karl Davig did in-

vite Martha to go to the church box-
gupper, There was no answer to his note
from Martha, but Allen C, went logking
for young Davis, threatening to kill any
townfolk who made advances to his girls,

S%‘)ringmwn wag o remote from.the-
outslde contact was a mail
hack to Weatherford. Naturally a stran-

world, 1ts onl

per, wheve there were so few people,
created
evident that the Hills were harborin
undesirables, ']éhe new men who appesre
on the streets were hard loskers and

tough hombres. A couple of horse thieves,

whom some citizens racognized as being
wanted by the law, were brazen and de-
fiant so long as the Hills gave them not

Old West

some curiogity, It soon became-
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om“and hovsé ‘feed, but de-
‘town to do anything about

Y'b i TO
fied anyone in

- 1t Springtown had ‘no lawmen;

The “gtar boarders” included Sam Bass,
who - was Naney’s lover,” and " Henry
Chalk. They wera “Important’-~e¢nclt had
a bounty on hig head."And the more of
this element Allen Hill gathered around
him, the bolder he became with hig in-
sults, R Lo
NE MORNING, cantankerous, mean

and a little drunk, the oldér Hill
slouched into the Star Saloon, fairly
hristling with defiance. TheStar wag
across the street from Donathan, Culton
and Tarkington’s stove.. Business was
slack that time of morning, Bob Peteison,
who was carrying the raw stump of the
leg he had left at Vicksburg, was en~
joying a beer and chewing the fat,with
the barkeeper,

Unele Tom didn’t remember the latter’s

name, but here’s what happened inside.

the saloon, according to what the bar-
keeper told the people. Hill edgged up real
close to Boh. Bob, sensing Hill was hosg-
tile, moved down the bar, Hill followed,
kunocking Bob’s beer out of hig hand.

Bob sald, “Stop it, old man. The only
way T can fight you is with my gun, if
that is what you are looking for.”

Hill kicked RBob's ecrutch olattering
across the floor, xaayin%,,“Wcall just look
if we ain’t got a one-legged hero right

 here! Come outside, you damned coward ”

Hill, taking his stand in the middle of

the sandy road, motioned for Bob to do
likewige. Bob turned away saying, “Old
man, I’'m not going to kill you,”
What Hill didn’t know wag that Bob
wore the fastest gun west of Foxt Worth.
Hill’s being ignored didn't help his hos-
tility, He "shot Bob in the left back
shoulder, Straight from the hip, Bob put
three bullets in Hill's heart, Unecle Tom
sald the wound could have heen' covered
with n poker chip,

Some weeks previous—and probably
the direct cause of Hill's hostility—men
had begun complaining that they couldn’t
keep their wives in stove wood, Ben
Morrel laughed and said, “I've got some
fivecrackers. Il bet can’ find who
s stealing that wood” - :

A few mornings later, the Hills’ cook-
stove blew sky high, A

Allen C.’s death left Jack head of the
clan, He buckled on a_six-gun and de-
fied God and man, It didn’t take long—
he was killed in a call-out gun fight by
a Mr, Aaron Bloomer in Palo Pinto
County., Springtown merchants were
robbed, sacked, burned out rand pistol
whipped for two years. And not only
Springtown was vietimized b¥ this gang
of thugs but Jack, Wise and Montague
Counties were often visited, =

Then Springtown became excited about
o happler event. The local doctor and
his wife had sent out invitations an-
nounceing the coming mayviage of their
twin daughters to the McQuade brothers,
This was to be a double ceremony in the
new church. Every man in the community
had given of his time and a few dollays
and Springtown actually had a church, It
was non-denominational—just an edifice
wherein all could worship, -

There was n bell—not a big hell with a
silver tome—-but a very spectal bell and
doubly appreciated because Jim Dunn had
forged it with his own two powerful
hands and what meager  tools he had.
There was a steeple In which to hfm%
this bell of many missiong-—for the deac
it tolled slowly, for New -Year's Tva,
Christmag and Tagter its tones:were glad
notes which plainly said, “Good: will to-

o
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ward men” ‘In case of fire or disaster
its clanging alerted the village,’ But the
best of all was when the bell in the
steeple told the ?eople, “Come to the wed-
dirln‘%, come to the wedding,” -

ost everyone in town helped in one
way or another to deécorate fhe church,
Children came with armfuls of pale
purple and white irxig:snd purple and
white lilae, '

Aunt Bettie helped sew dresses for the
trousseau, The wedding dress for each
sister was white brocade, made with a
tight basque, whale-boned in every seam

" to accentuate the bride’s: nineteen-ineh

walst, with long tight sleeves and a low
square neck, The skirt was draped over
o flounce of lace with tiers of bustles.
The “second-day dress” was moss green
velvet trimmed with dgold Jbuttons” and
braid. Aunt Bettie sald Springtown peo-
vle were hungry for a little glamour and
ormality, It was to be n lift in morale
for all of them, '

One bride and her maid of honor, the
flower girl and the ring beaver marched
down one side and the other bride and a*
tendants down the other, But there was
no_wedding. : .

Pandemounium broke loose as the Hill
gang took over, some twenty strong, rac-
ing their horges around and arvound the
church and ghooting out windows and
screaming like banshees. No one was
killed but one of the bridegrooms did
panie and never came baek, -

Naney was the chief  offender. She
and Old Dusky and the other five sisters
were a blight on the face of Texas. What

Wadworth Brothers store, Springtown, at abo
in this story, Donathen, Cullon and Tarkingt

- became of Nancy’s baby? Uacle Tom

i

said anyone’s guess was ag geod a8 ane
other, No one ever saw it. S

"ﬁ‘HE FOLLOWING story came from
* Jucksboro, Naney, coming home late:
one night, thought she had cauﬁht her
lover, Sam Bass, “bundling” with sister
Martha, The lover made his escape with
Nancy close on his tail, She got him_in
shooting vange on the outskirts of Jacky.
boro and in the uncertain light of dawn,
shot him in the baek. Some surmised that
the bhounty on Sam Bass’ head, dead ov
altve, had more to do with Naney's shoot-

, ing him than a “broken heart.”

Anyway, the “lover boy” wagn't Bass at
all, but a soldier from Fort Richardson
Naney was immediately caught and sen~

tenced to hang. She was not brought to

Justice by any Jack County or arker
County law, but was tried by the Fort
Richardson tribunal, The story goes that
as she was being led from  the courts
rootn she swm{{gered up to the beneh and
said, “Ah shucks, Judge, there ain’t no use
in all this monkey business. I can break
out of thiy old.jail with a corset stay!”

Springtown knew Nancy had veturned
home, but hoped that with a noose vir-
tually around her neck, it would sober
her down a little, Not so. S

When the people heard horses aLross
the bridge," texvor gripped the town., Tt
was &  finable offense (payable  to

whom?) to trot a horse across the new  °

bridge. The Hills were coming and God
ity the people. Some of the merchants
ocked up shop and" went home. Unele

it s

ut the Hme of the tmqic- Incidents related

on, morchants, wore loaatod on the corney

of the block, several structures vemoved from the post office shown at left,




Tom héd told-everyone.he

_ : did not intend
being robbed again and that  he was
srmed “to kill.” He never reﬁularly ¢ay-
ried & gun as most men of the time did,
but that day he placed the deadliest gun

“he could find on the front counter—

ready and walting, ; -

Mr, Brazell’s saloon became the seat
of operations. All six Hill sisters came in,
gach wearing a gun, and accompanied by
a4 gang of renegades., 'l‘heg gave My,
Rrazell a twenty-dollar gold piece, tied
his hands and feet, and placed him in
the middle of his billiard table, while
they roughhoused and took. the saloon
apart. As the day wore on, the gang be-
eame drunker, and more frequent gunfire
came from the place, With each new blast,
people’s nerves stretched a little tighter.
Jf t was as though they were sitting oha
fuse, ‘

In the afternoon one of the youn
toughs named Porter, who was raise
in the community and whom Uncle Tom
knew, staggered into his store demanding
a pair of boots. Uncle Tom, expecting
& battle, told Porter he could have the
boots when he could pay ﬁm‘ them, Porter,
being alone and a coward and seelng the
gun on the counter ready. for action,
backed out of the stove cursing Uncle
Tom and saying, “I’ll be back!” ..

Later, when the orgy.broke up, the
whole lot of them rode around and around
the square sereaming and: shooting -off

their  guns and . then. back across. the:

bridge to their : bastion—execept. . for
Naney, Porter and a man whose ngme
f do not know. (Uncle Tom said he had
no knowledge of who he was.) They rode
north and clear avound in front of Dona-
than, Culton and Tarkington’s stove,
Johnnle Lard, a fine young man. who
worked in the store, and Uncle Tom
were putting the merchandise .displayed
an the boardwalk back Inside preparing
to close for the night, Nancy and her
two consorts all but rode thelr horses
up onto the gallery, took dead alm gnd
emptied their guns at anything moving.
Uncle Tom jumped behind a cotton bale,
but Johnnie Lard was shot down, Tvery
man on the sgquare was a witness, No
one knew just whose bullet found its
mark, but this - was the:end -of sub-
missive patience with the Hills, ,
In less than an hour every citizen in
town who owned a gun and a horse was
mounted and ready to follow the dust

cloud that was p}ainly qexfiniug the course .

of the killers,

Uncle Tom was chosen captain of the
vigilantes, Aboul noon of the next day,
and following s zigzag trail, the fugitives
were run down in_the dry bed of Denton
Creek just inside Montague County. This
is where Unele Tom told me Nancy was
hanged and this was verified by Judge
B. B. Hood in a letter to me In 1936,
Judge Hood lived at Weatherford but was
raised at Springtown and when just a lad
saw this whole sordid affair.

On ;ché bimk of Dehton

‘nity would no

Creek was a
huge elm which afforded a gallows for
Naney., Her horse. was driven under the

_highest limb. Porter and the unknown

outlaw weve shot crouching on either
side of her horse. All of the condemned
were asked If theY had & last word, prayer
or request to make before they died, The
gtranger had none. Porter asked that
someone sing There's o Ldight in the
Valley. . o

The vigilantes felt no comipagsion, they
knew it was only a bid for time--time
for the Hills to save them, Yet Uncle
Tom insisted a doomed man had a vight
to his dying request. What to do about
it? One of the committee sald, “We

asged a country schoolhouse not far
back. Maybe the professor will oblige.”

The teacher demurred but said his
pupil, Mollie Doran, had & sweet voice,

ittle Mollie, about ten, sang the ve-
quested hymn for Porter. As young as
ghe was, she sensed tragedy and clasped
her hands, cloged her eyes and somewhat
alteved the. only prayer she knew, “Now
1 lay you down to sleep and if you should
die before you wake, I pray the Lord your
soul to take.”

This incident was contirmed by_little
Mollie who grew up to become Mollie
Doran Beaty, mother of my husband,
Incidentally, Mollie’s father, Hetor Doran,
had the professor fired for involving his
young pupil in ‘anythinf go ghoulish.

After Mollie wag carvied back to school,
Uncle Tom asked Nancy 1if she had a
last word to say. N v

“Take .my hoots off.”

“Well, Naney, it’s gfocid_'to-:'ffﬁ'ovv there's

“that much decency left in you.”

“Pecency ain't got nothin’ to do with
ity Ma aslways sald I'd die with my
gootﬁ on. I want to make a lar out of

er!”: : .

JOHNN’IE LARD was not killed out-

I pight, Tt took three agonizimf seream-
ing weeks for Johnnie to e, With
that, and the fiddling and stomping
-of booted feet to the tune of the hoedown
at the Hilly', theve was no sleep for the

. citizeny of Sprinf;‘town.
h

‘Men walked the streets in the night,
meetin%' in small groupsg trying to fathom
what they knew they had to face. The
hanging of Nancy had brought defiance
and threats of burning the town from
the Hills,

For a year Springtown had hoped the
rumors of a stapecoach line from Fort
Worth to Jacksboro would matevialize, If
80, Springtown was to be a way station,
which would necessitate big feed barns
and teams of stagecoach horses, Passen-
gers, If any, were to eat dinner (noon)
at Aunt Mandy Hodges’ boarding house.
And, most imgortant of all, the commu-

be so ismolated, so cut off
from help from the outside world.

When plans werve finally completed and
the schedule of the first coach was an-

T, 1. Tarkington’s Springtown business stationsry
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nounced, weeks in advance, Springtown
had planned s gala celebration for the
pecagion, Thin was the biggest thing that
had ever happened. ) ‘

But when the long awaited day dawned,
there was a restless wind and people
were afraid, Johnnie Lard had just died
and no one was sure he would be the last,

The road was on the other side of the
creck and made a sharp curve around
the cemetery, Some did go down to the
pridge to welcome the new coach, They
had been watching the cloud of dust 8
long while and here it wag just out of
sight; avound the bend in the road.

Then came loud voices and volleys of
gunfive, The people thought at first some
of the boys were escorting the stage into
town, but no coach appeared, Racin hoot-
beats were heard going south, This, to
the people on the bridge, was a story
without words. The Hills had murdered
again,

A posse was zuickly formed and over-
took and hanged Martha and Katherine
at what is still known as Hangman’s
Hollow. What became of the three men
with them, I don't know, .

Many times I've gathered black wal-
nuts in the grove where the women
were hanged. This was the niceat pienic
place around, but I wasg always a little
unengy, If anyone had gaid “Boo,” I
would” have stampeded like a branded

calf, -

THE' ORGANIZED citizens-vigilantes
bacame an out-and-out mob after the -
murder,of the stagecoach driver and his
shotgnun rider, The killings’ horrible after~ -
math is not only as Uncle Tom told it,
hut Mrs, Walter Coleman, a long-time
resident of Springtown, verlfled the fact
in @ letter to me in 1965, She remembered
her father’s account of what happened
at the cemetery turn of the road. .

This was it, The Hill 1’1)1acq was burned.
Old Dusky, Adeline and Bliza were run
down near Agnes, & small village west
of Springtown, and all three were shot.
Two young children in the family were
cared for by the Springtown people and
eventually by Parker County. |

Weeks after the hystevia subsided, an
ex-Ranger came to plek up the dangling
bones of Martha, Katherine, Dusky, Ade~
line and Eliza, and in a dry-geods box
buried the remains in the Springtown
cemetery, What happened to Nancy, I
don’t know,

The following s a quote from A Tale
of Two Schools by John Nix, who also -
lived in Springtown, “While we cannot
and do not condone mob violence in any
way—nothing legal was ever done about
those acts. There is am}ﬂe evidence from
many sources that Allen Hill and his
family harbored horse thieves, criminals,
disreputable characters of many kinds,
connived with and protected them, housed
and fed them, There is no doubt that they
rode into Springtown and shot Johnny
Lard. At these continued and repeated
acts, the citizens became angered. Their
patience with the law was exhausted and
the people lost thelr tempers and thefr
better judgment and took the matter into
their own hands, Tt was a most horrible
and reprehensible thin{g to do, to be sure,
but one thing is absolutely suve, it wag
committed by men with no criminal rec-
ord-—just plain every-day citizens, It was
the better element of the community,
many of whom were and have always
been considered our finest citizens, Not -
one -of them did this act hecause they
wanted to do it, but rather in the absence
of enforceable law they had. to do it

et

Old West.




é%T) o/ ; w»”PJLﬁ»ﬁ:«“”ﬁ &}ﬂ
. » ,

BLOHTY YLARS OF BECOLL. OF]

(By Can. i, Barper)

"Amprlilo £ilty yesr& Beo¥  ses, 1‘%&3 Lt
iv Sirvy yeave $? my?“@d ﬂrﬁvw LE00 nei
imeuiq iaunﬁy,

6 8T ueg.*f') ‘ £ ,ﬂ
W bex co for axlﬁu@nm DVar s
reiivcad 4

b wmore aboul thed X&Lﬁrwwth@“
SVGR te balulos 3ince Lhene

whow

ern befope the Clvid
; *t&ﬁ} LRSLhey

sar, and Cully exp
Yorid way mas,i.l, Lovayie s;';%c':g ¥
§wiJWin»uhn on R %m:m&iﬁt

g # [§1 %) J.@ M
Rt ﬁﬁuuwna n %uwaw, San janty S

CoeBputy Ve G. Hacar mU fowe g.h(:; AR FI RS
Cexey, saye bhag ¢ "}":mgmh b "{ni G e no
SR P “wawkﬂ that

2 .
RV 15 )

5;53“-%;: b thy

[ i'«*?‘ ‘ - FEVL 20U it a i o
AR Ymany ol bR peanon N

rae) \\":e_gmac‘;.
fape

. : o Yeay Mad
R e LW N . / R A
“ _ .

o Eﬁ@&@&j
| W |
N2



P

HenJaxdn F. Harper wes born to Mr, end Mre. John P )
Harpew, neay Kosae, Limestone County, Texas, in 1858. v
Besldes Ben there was Jim, an eider brother, s sister,
Junie, and Sharlde, boeth youngery all now deceased LETY

Bon s

Ben says that he cen Just barely remembeér whon his
father Jolned the Confederate arwy in 1881, Ihe road, op
trail, from Houston S0 Dallas pan within & guarter-miie of
Lhaly house and b this point they ked & largs earthern
Sank where evaryons atopped to watey and gemps 1t was
hore that the two compunies of soldlers were argmnixaﬁa
One of Calvary mnd one of Infantry, Ny, Hurper's fathev
Joined ghe Inlantry, Ua maw aobtion ab Gelveation Lalnang
and was gtetionsd sy Indianola for m bhprief periocds Bon
ean't flgure out yet why he Jolned bhe infantey in asesd
of' the oalsary. . -

One thing thew Ben Harper does dlatinetly remenbeyp
was 8 hsnging thel teok place on theiyr vanch duwring the
Glvil warp bubt we'll let him tell about thats

"4 dischargad confederats eoldler came along the
brall and anled H&gfm» Diok¥, the handy~man sisve ab i
tho hovee, 41 he could spend the night? There weante
anyous 8386 st ﬂamg and Ylok told him, "o, they dldn'i
toks 1n steangors.® Ak figursd s diaah&rﬁaﬁ soldler
would have woney, oo after the Hebvel s the ﬁi@g@r
progurad an axé, saught up & wule and followed. “o ovay
Gook the man at the 6dge of the tiwmber on Luwek Crovky Re
bout throe $lles frow the houss, Heve he slipped up Crem
bebind and amrdersd himy wnd aftop robbing the bedy
dyug 18 off dnko the brush sbout 200 vords.

Hext morning Mak Ferguoon and bis boy cams wlong o
Lhele way S0 Lhe Post Oifles ap Oia Utah, & mile ahove ouy
hoves, and Lold Dmb thet, *I% looked like sowsony hod
killed B hog end deug him off down et the oroaks"  Bince
Loara bedn't been any hog kL1iin® they deecided o Lruvaathl nby
frvk Cound the bogy.  Wem ware left te guerd tha topeks and
ali of the negros roundeds Flgger viok convictod hir HI4

Ivg to a2llp hie Foey around whils they weve belay
renrad Bo the tractse Mo Gried Lodoapd on & Lovee »tusdie
iy groundehiftohnd nearby, but Uncle Frank Suens shob bz
Lo vhe ghooldop? '

e beld shem thet Ghe Mty way hldden fn o Foddse anaon
e A onooBe Oan pede Lo A rope end olinnoc 3
adwa v and é,:ma-wfﬂmi took him ko pat o

b SRR W A s o i D
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“He had sovered sbout forty wmiles when he was atopped and
burned baok by some soldlers, who thought him Jjust anothey
ran away biggers. Dubt he sscaped from them and vretwened

to the hoss plece in the widdils of the nlghty HBis mhix
aieter come &n snd woke Urandaady Harpey and teold bim Shet
biek wan thers. Oranded got bile rifle and went =rter hime
I wae sweiks and of ocourse Sralled ealonge

"1% weas neticesble thet the other pnegroes wade no
effors S0 shiela or help Higger Lidk during his troublie.
ok sald, 'He wee done) that we should do snytblng with
kdm we wanved,' OS¢ the nexy mmxm&n? thoy mace & plos hog
for bim, placed it 4in & woagon, and Dick rede on it to Lbe
tyeo, under whieh he had killed the soldliey, and to which
they hung him," |

The Harper's plece waa move of what would todey be
termed a stovk farme They cwned 1BUL scres snd ran about
SO0 or TOO cavtle and bed around 16U hovses, Everyhody
usod what they oslled the gommons, ov state land for avasing
Is wag In the @y before bavbm@mwir& snd o man gonsldavad
Blmeoly peuting elong 1f he had a small hovee pasture
Lonead m&th myamn ralls and logs.

ALY wupplien hed vo frelgbted from Loustun, ebout 160
whion, & yallread bmd besn budls from Houston Lo MS1lilken,
S0 wilen eclopoy, bub duprdng and i bt sriter vhe wor 1% wag
1ot oparated s

W, Barpor saysy “Alter the way v frosd bwiveon

40 end B0 slaves bub only two or thres of them lstt. Foy
thoss that rewained wagd bullt new ocabing, furnished tham
witi bosle, stoek and land for favaing. Tuey wer:
Just e any other renters W farwed abeut 200
oret were wsed alvbgotber for this worke You could o
CUETy GBUE, Pyo, berley, sotton and somd Whead Lo thsd
CEINNCY e .

"How dild wo gether and theseh the woeab? elli, that
Wil FG8Ye  She whoat wes oub end Lleds inte bYundlos by heed
Cohn shivesh 1% we olaared off a epace or herd yround sbond
vt 30 Peet Sn dlaweter, fenged LU with logw and relis
Iabe Shala brrww eacugh bandles of the greln o covar hhg
sobber tuengd In e buneh of horses and kept B
Detyalivg ontid the gralin hed bean bro
ot ve turned Lhe horses oub, o
b ropoeting bhiv wubll the grain snd o
bod. We had o hand meda, woodsn siove,
el bre Jealng dlrt and ohafll @i
: Incovely wibll, with o
Coant A% eh wes Bl se

ey N L7 T e Y e |
i he ke il e Lo




retreat, but soon discovered
the comparatively small num-
ber of whites and concluded
to take the offensive. The first
shots were fired by the Indi-
ans. The hunters did not ap-
pear to realize the fact that
the Indians numbered fully
twice their strength, were
equally as well armed and in
good fighting condition. They
only knew that the time to
fulfill their vows of vengeance
was at hand. The days of wea-
ry pursuit and gnawing hun-
ger were forgotten. Desperate
hate lent strength to steady
the aim of the well-tried buf-
falo guns in their emaciated
hands. Each hunter folt him-
self to be a fell destroyer.
Some of them were severely
wounded, but they laughed at
the pain, and their alm wag
more deadly than before. The
Indians soon began to realize
that their boldest braves were
being shot down, ‘and their
enemies becoming more blood-
thirsty at every volley, they
therefore retreated to a more
sheltered locality. The hunt-
ers followed, and all day long
the firing wag kept up. Every
time a brave éxposed his per-
son to get a shot at the hunt-
ers that same daring brave
would start his trip to the
happy hunting grounds of his
forefathers. When the shades
of evening draped the scene
of carnage in mourning, the
Apaches gathered up their
dead and wounded and silent-

.ET-eanj

Dodge City Pimes

ly stole away, leaving gore
enough to flully quench the
hunters’ thirst for rev..ye.
The number of killed :i:ud
wounded Indians could net b
ascertained. Only a few hun:.
ers were wounded and non.
killed.

Mr. Polley receive a letter
this week from his driver, «ho
is with Nichols and o!l.opt-
son’s train. dated at the v
ble Mountains, which give: an
account of an attack on the
train by Indians about fifty
miles from Double Mountains.
The freighters fought them
about an hour, when the In-
dians captured a pony and
retreated, They followed th
train the next three davs at o
respectful distance, but faile:
to get any more stock Tk«
letter also stated that Indinis
are very thick around theye
that they had taken al} the
hunters’ property. It was writ-
ten on the 9th inst.

pm——

Goodfellow Hung

The Sheriff from Henriett:
Texas, came to Fort Ellju:
after Goodfellow, for the p»:..
pose of lodging him in jail
await his trial for the muriics
of Bottoms. He took an e«
of soldiers and started taet
with the prisoner on the 1t
inst. The party camped u
night about four miles dows
the creek from Sweetwater
City. At an unguarded mo-
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ment about 9 o’clock, g band
of armed men rushed into
their camp and demanded the
prisoner. The demand wag
promptly complied with, They
then disarmed the sheriff and
military guard, placed a
guard from their own band
over the arms and took the
prisoner out of camp. After
conversing with him nearly
half an hour, they hung Good-
fellow to a tree till he wag
dead and lifelegs, The body
was taken back to Fort Elliott
for burial.

A hunter by the name of
Lumpkins wux killnd at Dou-
ble Mountaing on the 6th inst.
by another hunter,

Rumored Capture of
Double Mountains:

We received a letter lagt
evening  from Sweetwater
[City], Texas, written by
Theo. H, Baughman, which
states that it wag Joseph
Lawrence, a Bohemian, who
Wwas run over by Webb’s train.
He is recovering. Mr. Baugh-
man says a rumor prevailg
at Sweetwater that Double
Mountains has been captured
by the Indians; that they have
undoubtedly captured all the
stock at the latter village, and
that hunters are killed almost
daily,

JUNE 2, 1877

Double Mountains Attacked But Not Captured

Nick Ross, one of the sixty hunters engaged in the Indian
fight referred to last week, called the other day and gave ug
Some items in reference to Indian troubles about Double

Mountains,

When the hunters returned to Reynolds City after the Tight,
the Indians followed after, taking the horses and mules, from
the various camps along the route, killing the owners when
convenient, Bickerdyke and Bill Benson Iost eight head of stock
from their camp forty miles north west from Reynolds City.

The Indians also attacked Clenn ang two Englishmen sixty
miles west ou the Brazes [Brazos River], shot Glenn through

the calf of the leg. destroyed theip wagons, took 2004
of ammuition . run off @ head of stock.

anout gixty-five Tn 1ian < made
he Double Mountain-, and cap-
which Frank Foster was herd-

On the niyt .7 the 5th i
5 raid upon Tevir.da City, =
tured twonty-fi. .. " .ag of s

iug near by,

sundg
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'I'og;‘gﬂ'iry from makers that know how

Choice outfitting in all the best styles

422 Austin St.

D —
————

: _Wodd Bros @ Co.

“Where the Best Clothes Come me."
Sign of the

PPN

Lion

The Center
of Texas

Hotel
Metropole

The Center of Waco

THE MNOTEL TNA™ MADE
WACO FAMOCS
Raten $2E4 wa £330 mer day
Erverytatrg the hest.  (nder new
manug-ment,

BOUTIT & WENDLAND,
Deacrtoturs

"Ta the Thinking Man

090

MRS AL A 2 4

Py
009
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LAgquilla were 1n the vity yesterday.

...Xmas...

; .
Holiday Rates
TO POINTS IN LOUISIANA .

AND TEXAS,
Dates of «ale Dee, 22 to 26 and
PAOET L abva Jan, Lo g
"0 foturn Jan, 5

For sleepop reservations, rates
sand full paetioulars

You'll svoa =aliize, if you don't :or phoue

T.J. SHIELDS,

already, that tne clothes are im-"
portant,

The man whose attire judivates | Phones 213,

good taste Las husiness and soeial !

..THE...
Houston &
Texas Cen-

Limited

cvall on, write

112 50 4th qt‘

advantaves which are denied tui
his varch s brother, |

The styles are origingl and dis. .
tinetive, fabriesoxelusive, and the
lengetly of serviee is insured by re.
Hahlte wmatericie wad the expert
tailoring ¥ou reccive if vou leave
your arder with

MIKE ADAM, THE TAILOR.

121 8. 4th 8t.

WOOD W00D Wogp
W.H.Moseley & Co,.

i
i

Wholewite amd Retail Deudery (n
Cord Wond,

Qur specraily the Lighet Bradu ul
wit Pust Gak Brove W oo,

We cart; the gl alork of
n Waco

Oitler auid yard on aAry “treet, bhe.

Ao

W. B.

Ragland

Jeweler and Optician

304 Austin Street,

WATCHEY, JEWNFLRY AND
OPTICAL GOODS,

My prices cannot be beaton, and

jeverythlng exadtiy
PEngraving and
1

Repaleing, a Specin

P HEyes Tented

Free sand
Guarnnteal.

AH repgresenied,
Walch and Jewelry

hy,

Yuur patronage solivited,

Hatixfaction

tween Teath and Fleventh Nforets,
Glve us 1 tril ordee Prompt de.
Wyery. HBoth [hes.s 1318,

Yog Sala,

Good heavy ear corn, delivered In

-EARLY-CLEMENT URALN CO.
“'Gee whiz' but the Herrick Hard-
ware Compuny ia 4 busy Place,

Natjer,

The reguiar annyal
TAtockholders of the Waco

prompany will be hyld at th
fthe compapy an Monday,
(1810, {ur slectinn of dire
fvuing yesr, at 4 o'clock
B, If, KIRKSKY, President,

P
¢ olfice

e g HLOVER, Secretary.

B ——

Ixen’t forget

wmeeting. of
whlihing

ol

Janunry 10,
ctors tor en
p.om

Prrey Willts when)

p

-2
¢
S

Y79, 1910, Teras to wmit,

Will soon be here, and what is more suitable for &
Christ’m present than a nice Phaston, Carrisge
.or Runabout for your family? We have them in
“all of the latest styles. Oome in and .make your
- sslestions today, and we will deliver thom at yonr
¥+ home whenever yon desire. Wo are making special
utu:. Jow, prices on all Vebicles in stock un

®

oy
=
B

32255 S 2

Wl Janusry

T e you want 4 leather traveling bag
Don't forget the City Lumber Co,, 1 Ha is 1n \he loather businees og the
. Auccessor g Annmro‘ng Lumber Co. |square
Mmmnmwowm»«mmmm
p N -
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B T O R B TR (N RN S YT R
Mise Mildred Watking of Gatos-
ville was here y*sterduy for s while.
Mre. M. T. Douglag of Whitney Is
visiting Dr. and Mrs. T R. Bald-
win, -

Charlea Zipper of Denlson, formen
ly of this section, is visiting relativay
here,

Misa Minnie Walker of Crawford
WRS among the Christmas  shoppers
hera yesterday.

Rey, Abe Mulkey of Corsleana was
A pleasant caller at the Timos-Heraid
ofico yesterday, :
Mlss Mabel Shannon of Minneap.
olis, Minn,, 15 visiting Mlss Kdna. Ew-
ing on North Twelfth street,

James , Wallace s here fron
his ranch near El1 Paso, and wil
apand the holidays visiting relativos
Minses Willle Lee and Irma Sa.
crest will have as their holiday guest
their cousin, Misa Nettie Lee of Me-
Gregur.

Mr. and Mrs, J. W. 8anders will
arrive tomorrow to spend the holf-
days with Mrs. Sanders’ parents, Mr
and Mra. J. W, Brightwell.

C. C. Edwards has returned from
San 8aba, where he spent sevara
days, and reports that the pecae
erop of that sectlon is a great help
this season.

At the Metropole,

tThe hotei- that made Waco famous.)
“Alevk Bpencer, Stamford; J. G
Garsett, Terretl; ¢, Wiley, J. M
Kdwards, Tyler; W, B. Bizzell, Nav
usota; T. L. Love, Memphis; 3. A
Collins, Dullas;  Capt. P, A, O'Coa-
aor, Carrick-on-8uir, Irvaad; C. R
Wagstalf, Dailas; Jobn P. liart, Dal-
lag; G, W, Foote, Dallas; J. H, Wil
{famyon, Dallas: J. R, Nunneily, Fon
Werth; L, M. Shirer, N Y, P.T
Turnlow, Hubbard; M. L. Graves,
Galveston; J. R. Gllllam, Mart; A
V. Harris, Waeo; J. W, Hooper,
Eddy: P. L, Plelds, £ddy; R. M. Pet-
ner \AWm, Anderson, Chicago; Charles

C. Cohn, Loulsvile; Mrs, J, E. Mor-
ris, Texarkana; X. O, Reeler, w
Loul; J. 1, Walker, dan Antanio?

Jack Jones, N, Y MR MceNeny
Daltaw; A, L. Small, N. Y.; Mrs, Lan-
drum, Chilton; Bam Webb, Walanus
Springs; J, B, Wabh, Ware; E. D
Miller, Cleveland; £ J, Edwardy,
Loulsville; J, T, Horrington and wifs
(hirngo; F K. Hemmingway, New
Haven, Conn.; W. (. Van Zant, Co-
lumbug, v Mre, W, [, Taylor, Ban
Aatounio; (. (I, Hayes, Waco; L. .
Willls, Humboldt, Kan.; 8. P Rice,
Marlin: J. W. Gldney, West; W, T
MeCltire, Galveston.

Natice to Our Customers,

The Metropole hartier  shop  will
close at 12 orlock noon on Xmas
day, JoPOBadL, Prop,

CONSTABLE WILLIAMS
DIED LAST NIGHT

A telephone message 1o the Times
Herald from Correspondent Elliott as
Ros¢bud this morning gave the in-
formation that Constable dgar Wil
llama, shat by the uegro, Louis Ml
Monday nigit, died at 9:15 at his
home in Rosebud.
Mills was havged at once for his
Work, A was shiown In theas columns
Yedlorday, (onstable Willlams rested
well to within a short t(me of his
death, and it was thought that he
would recover, but he suddeniy be-
gan sinking and rapidly grew weak.
er, dying at the lme indleated. He
knew fully what was coming, and
#tated befors dying that he regrected
speclally that he had w be shot by
& vegro. He was about 30 years old.
The funeral will take place this
afternoon in Rosebyd, conducted by
the Od Fellows and \Woodmen, He
leaves & wife and thres children,
——————
Christmas Eve Services,

The wervices and Christmas
st the Dallas 8

treet Christian chureh
will e on Fri

day, Christmas avo, nt
Ji40 p. m., Instead of Christmas
nigh® as announced shaterday, A
large attondange ie agsyred. .
———

Notice te Creditors,

AN creditore of the
taurant (in the rear of
run hy Frank Tuck and
will present olaims tor

Majestic Ren
Majeatic hay)
Ching Tuck,
payraent he.

|

i
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I Operation at Early Date.
Swell Nervico. '

All repairs to the Nat have been
finished, according t¢° Poolmaster
Halph Potts, and this well Xnown
bathing emporium (s aguin open to
the publir. The stesm heating plany
i working splendidly, government
standard boilers, of. the lntest pattern,
having been justalled,

Patrona will probably be able to
enjoy Turkish, Yapor, shower needie
and tub baths the latter part of thi
week, as the necessary aquipment hax
been placed in position to make pos-
sible the enjoyment of these luxu-
ries.

All danger of any ome taking cold
after 2 dip In the big pool has bees

it

amply protect all persons after a bath
4t the Nat as enables them to avold
any unpleasant after eficet,

Work on the hotel facilltles,

in-

4

sire to use them, toth transient and
jocal patrons.  The ratbekeller will
be one. uf the finest In  the south,
where appetizing menals will be served
it the lowest cost consistent with
modern and reltable service,
Atteatton s, a1 ocalled to  the
days et aside |, tndles by Pool-
muster Potts. Tucsday night of each
week has besn apportioned to the fate
sex and their escurty, while Wednes
day gnd Saturday morniuga are for
ladles wliome. Special stress Is lafyg
on the accommaodasions reserved for
the ladies on the part of the mauage
went, so that vach one can fully ac
quaint berself with the many conves
nlenced thut have been prepared.
Fach week sons o decided addftion
‘0 Lhe throngs thut patronize the Nat,
and the increase has bheen most sat-
‘stactary, demoustrating the ract that
worns apprecinte the splendid (a-
. o0 afferded them by the recpen.
lng and remodeling of this instity-
i,

hi

£l

by

Porey Willts puty gfmuaws ta yonr

sutomobite curtains, to

Santa Claus

And you newd not think I am
UK 10 be selfish and expect
to get my stocking full, but |
am going to ask this of you
and it won't eost you a red
vent, and  thygt g this: 1
MUST havp YOUR trade, 1t
you will give we this I wil]
be as happy as a kid after
Xinas with a red wagon.

All Leading Brands Cigars
25 and 50 to Box, -

Bell’s Delicions Forkdipt
. Chocolates
I_n 1,2,3, 4 and 5.1b, Boxes.

MAQAZINES,
PERIODICALS, BT,

Now won't you do your

RSNy

ta

al

wi
th

at
pa

of
o
wi

30

fore Decomber 24th, at which

abova restaurant will he wold

date [

of & contury 1 have wpent

us a call,
wy,

AMBOLD ==
Sporting Goods o, |/~=""
NAT AGAIN OPEN | "™
TO-THE PUBLIC »*15:i

them. Trua

Flowers

holfduy - g1
wronths
Florist,

ea

Uee "Dia
ghts,  Not

Auto s the
automobhile.

Tie north

you hava owr
stovey,
Fuel and Gr

Try

DRS.'BAI

Osteopthic p
Provident b
Office and ,m

climinated by Mr. Potts. Fomale at- Flowers &
tendanty are engaged to walt on the holiday gl
ladies, while male attendants look wreathd  ea)
after the gentiemen, and as theso are Florist,

well trained in their rexpective posi-

tonz, they take such precantiouns as For Arst ¢

pairs call on
zanitary
class plumbe

plu

02 Auaslia u

¢inded ln the original plan of remod-

eling, 13 belng rushed with all possi- Flowers a
ble speed. The vafe will soon be hoilday gt
ready for ocewpancy and the rooms areaths car
are beiug prepared for those who de- Flortst,

Holly wre

Christmay da

efleid, Pl

tn avenne,
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COKE MILLS RUNS AMUCK AXD
ENDS HIS LIFE UNDER BELL
TOWER.

SHOT AND DANGEROUSLY
WOUNDED AN OFFICER

Furjous  Citizens Swing  Huan  Up
While They Thought Constas
ble Was Dying,

Times-Hoerald Special.

Resehud, Tex.,, Dec. 21, —Lewiy
MiHs, & negro, was hanged to the
bell tower in the flre station here
last night at 7 o'clock by & mob ot
Infuriated citizens after the negro
had shot and seriousty wounded Con-
siable Bdkar Williame, who wag 4t-
termipting to arrest him.

Tue trouble started when the ne.

AUDITORIUM

TONIGHT,

Human Hearts

FRIDAY NIGHT, DEC, 24,

Return of That Greal Sueress,

Brewster’s Mill'ons

Hame oxeellegt cast geon ln Waro

last serson.

CHRINTMAN, SATURDAY MATINKE
AND NIGAT, DEC, 23, A

The Right of Way

Klaw and Erlunger's Produetion of
Sir Glikert Parker's Play,
Entire production carried.
Prices:  Matince J0¢ to $1.10.
Night 25¢ 10 $1.50.

M2AESTIC

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesiny,
Week of Iyee, 20th.
STRICTLY HIGH CLASS VAU
DEVILLE—FIVE  BIG _AUTS,
All Feature Acts for Christmas \Week
CLAUN and RADCLIVIE
Bingers, Dancers, Talkers,
RAND and HYRON,
Comedy Acrubats.

CHRIN CHRINTOPHER,
Yodling 8inger and Novelty
Vlolinist.

MISS NKLLIE STKRYX,

The Sweet Singer. -
! THE POWERGRAPH,
. Pictures Changed Dally.
TBPECIAL MATINEK CHRISTMAS
DAY and 8 p. m.

CotlictA,

-|the leg, He still brandished a revol:

<

) <

‘WacowMcl gnnan

1717 Augtin Ayynug

Warp, Tdxzag 76701 L
“ . L

Willlan
poared ¢
ed the
howed *
bnsued, 1
rand one .

tect In Officer
and he fell in t
Ward took up ¢ and when
the negro reach v ofl mill reeer.
voir me stopped and taking aim fired
at the mayor. The latter returned the
fire and the pegro fell wounded In

.men
Jor 8. J,

ver and a posse of vitlzens who join-
ed the mayor were forced (o strategy
to effect a capture without further
casualties, While a squad of theom
parleyed with the wounded negro.
others guined an advantageans posi-
tlon, covered him with shotguns and
commanded him to lay down his pis-
wl or die. He obeyed and was con-
veyed to the clty jall,

Congtable Willlams had bren glv-
#n medical atfention and the report
that he was fatally wounded made
the people furious. A mob snon form-
rd and  marching to the calabooss
accers to the prisoner wans obtained.
Ha was taken out and dragged to the
fire. statton, A rope  was placed
around his seck and thrown aver a
heam in the bell tower, Fifty men
caught hold and swong the negro up
Mie mob  woent awsy  leaving him
hanging,

The body was ent down
a'cloek Tast night and taken
ulaboose where It remained
thig morning,

WilHams Not Fatully Hurt,

Ab exarmination of hs wound this
mormug  convinoed  the  attending
shywiciang thyt
har A goud chanee to recover, He
PR resting casy teday wnd beheves he
(&b eame through all right, The
wvennd, howeser, 18 lisble tn rpuse
~emplications and i3 cunsidered vory
Aungerous,

An Ex-Couviet,

The negro, Xnown by syme  as
Coke Mills, 1n saild to bave »erved a
term tn the  penitentlary, e was
knewn as 4 trouble-maker and resfd-
-« four miles north from this ety
o nthe Glance farm,  He had  been
married und haw several children liv
g But bis wite 18 dead, He moet Stuh
Sallworth in the roud about funr
mabthy ago and forced him ar the
wuzzle of 4 gun to drive around bim
When he appeared in Staliworth's
ace of businers the lattor uynder-
Look tn chastise him fur his former
Insulting condnet,  hat the negre
drew a pistol and prevented the chas.
drement, When he dizglay ed the gut

aboat W
(o thye
untu

reut hag been told,
Everything 18 quler this moring,
Gulet at Mugnoiia,
A«sociuted Press,

Montgomery, Als., Do, 21, -—While
all fr quiet  tuday  about Wilenx
Wilcux county. the reene of 1he
shiooting of four white men and the
berning of the negro, Clint Montgom
Y, porses are  fn pursait of WIH
Monlgomery, the fourth of the pegre |
brothers implicated in the murder of ;
Algennn Lewin on Satutdny. Sherfl

e LWo Negroes  caplured,—soachod
home carly todsy and jofhed 1o the
chage, A long afsfapce telaphone
mewsiugn nays focling is 9o bigh the
oegro will almoat certainly be lynch.
ed {1 caught, .

v
 Want to Ba Lawyers.

Austin, Tex., Dee. 20.—The board
of legal examinera for the third au-
nreme fudicial district is in session

E O
Crenrtable WHBamshe s pnINE for PHAT BEAD ACHTY

the ronstable wan callod in and tox]

nodacg

o) e

County Librany.
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Many persons find themsacives af-
fected with a persistent cough after
an attack of influenza. As this cough
can be prowmptly cured by the use o)
Chamberlaln’s~Cough  Remedy, N
shouid not be aHowed to run on uatil
it. hecomes troublesome. Sold by all
dealerm

« - SHE
Needs one of those L.ady’s Purses al
The Old Coraer.

—— . .

Nice robes, fancy bridles, pretty
legging and other things thut are use
ful.  Percy Willis, .

HEAVY HOLIDAY TRAVEL,
Tesas and Pacific Forced w Add Bx.
tra Fquipment,

Times-Tterald Speclal.

Murshall,  Tex, Dee,. 21,—The
heavy holiday travel has rommencs
o through Marshail on the Texas and
P'acifie railroad and all trains have
Cxtra equipment for passengers
There was an extra No. 4 northbound
with mne conches foaded to their fmll
capueity The train jeft hors with
seven coaehes for Texarkana, und the
Lomsiana ddivision train wan  held
Lere o until ¥ ook for them. Trave
<b o psnorted goond on the Texas and
Pacific road, and the holiday ratos
are on o varly Lhis yeur, so as to dise
tribute ar caer several days, instesd
o ruxinng it througn in three days us
herrtofore,

it last night? Headache and ner-
vaus this norning?  Hlcky' Capndine
Tiat the thing to (It ytu for buasiness
lears the “ead—braces the nerves,
Try it. At drug storew,

HE
Wants une of those (-No-To Fonn-
tain Pens at The OId Corner,

SENATE WILL ENQUIRE
INTO CONTROVERSY

\uvociated Prose,

Washington, Dec. 21 —Thersenale
today practically deeided upon  the
inauguration ¢f an inquiry into the
Hallinger-Pinehot rontroversy, bj
wopting a rexolution inlroduceed by
sepator Flint of  Californin  cslling
e all The  papers bearing  ou the
HHe

[ N
Thiy ix Worth Remembrring.,
Whenever yoy have & cough o1

old, Just remember  that  Foley's

Honey and Tar will cure it, Remeor |

ber the name.  Foley's Honey and,

Tar, and refuse substitubis, Jrowy

dent Drug Co.

It yrn would ke ta have g nice
tagge paciure of your Chrintioas tree,
Christmun 1ables of the family whije
all ot the family is at home, just;

Grant who went to Lindon yestar inf 1418-W, few, or 957 old and
wilh Brister and Shelly Mﬂnmommx"‘?‘m;- . 11 uld and,

MCall will respond wt cnee |
All work guaranteed first cluass, ;

Don't let your horse sxuffur fron’
cold and ratn.  Geét & horse blankes :
or rain cover from Pesey Willls, on
‘he squire,

HHE

Wantls one of those Beautiful Culens
dars at The Did Corner,

Ray, have you neen toose Nuvojo
L i g e e Pl

Jfthey would take &

S

COOK WRITES
- FROM FRANCE

Letter Dased Marsedlley fteceived by
Committeew—Friend Pleads For
' Him, ’

Asaocisted Presa, ’ s

New York, Dec, 21--"1f the pub
lle knew the truth concerning Dr
Cook's mental and physieat condi
tion as known by his cluse friend
more charitable
view of hls present untortunate sit
wation,” were the significant words
today of . Wellington Wack, coun
sel for Dr. Cook,

A Letter From Cook,
Assoctated Pross.

Copenhagen, Dee. 21~ A  letm
has been pruduced before Uie com-
mitlee from (‘vok postmarked Mar
seilled, December L4th,  Thin  lends
eolor to the earher veport that (o
sulled from New York for a Mediter-
ranean port,

What the Documents Contained,
Avsovtated Prosg,

Coponhuren, e, 21 = Docunienis
handed to the commission of the uni-
versity of Copoahagen fur examina
tlon are.

First, a tygowictten popart prepar
ed by Cook s o tetary, Walter bans
dale, and coseang 41 pages of fovis
cap,

Secomd, @ Cyvpewitien copy, mad
by the searetars Irom Cook's auls
botks,

This veeapics 1y pagey of fools a,
and fmodndes o o} rigtion of the ex
pedition dariug e period frum
Mavch 1% 1upov 1o June 13, 10nw,
Huriug whilkih aicording to the state
ment, Cook Journeysd from Svacto-
vug o the North Pole and retarned
10 & paint on the polar lre not spe-
etffeally indyoated bhut was west of
Axel Heiberg lond.

The report 14 agned by sl ke
wembers of the comimities who as-
siktedd i the ingoiry and by Kaud
Rusmusgsen, the vxplorer, T com.
tlttee repteseniiog the Calvernity o
Copenhagen an the cxamination -
softposed as faflows

Profesar Stromgien, dicsctor aw.
teonamboal ohseovory; Dre. Pechigls
Ftronomer attached to the nhwerva.
vy Gustay et explorer; Profes.
sor Yonson, presadent sehool of na.,
gutfon; Dr Rovder, director mceo,
ologieal alliee, aud Dr Bugstrom, «;
rector of Lernd obeneyatory,

Weather Bureau Man Talks,
Asnoetared IPresa

Washington, T 2t DPror, Wil
ta Moore, presulett of the Natlonat
Seagraphie Society, whieh theiugh a
committes of that oy, 3 condger.
ing-an inyestigution nto the discoy
the Nerth Pole sxpregsed o
Lieat MRteest 0 the Intormation fom
Copenliagey,

COuF ewn rommites,” sand  Prol
Moors, “with [tof  (loce wa chait
man, wil continge work so the g
vert may e complely and cotan o
Fall biwtory of the discavery of th
pele, We linpe the report will be
falr and ampnral the world muay un-
derdand vl tia dertails the opire
rOrsy Fesbes tiog the discovery whis,
hay arisen”

Peary Soundwl Warning.

Tl Arrociated Preww

Washingtan, Dee 21.--In an tnter-
view toduy Comumander Peary wud-
“Three months 280 from the §uh.
rador cosst b rounded an exnlleit ang
Aellbarately worded warning to  (oe
v " —— R BN
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THE ORANGE RIOT, GALVESTON DAILY NEWS, FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 1881

The use of newspaper reports is sometimes the only means
of obtaining important events in the history of places and
o people and sometimes these are sketchy and incomplete, leaving
‘ part of the story umtold. This is the case in the following
?i - series of newspaper articles taken from old copies of the
Nl Galveston Daily News, published in August of 1881. Obtained
through the courtesy of Dr. Howard Wiliiams of Orange, one of

[ the first residents of the county to evince interest in the

| recovery and preservation of the history of our county, the
; articles present an ugly but valid side of life here 94 years

ago.

1 GALVESTON DAILY NEWS, FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 1881 (from) HOUSTON,

TEXAS. THE ORANGE RIOT ~ SPECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE NEWS -

AUGUST 18, 1881l: ''Later news from Orangs has been teceived

‘ o e S T

iEod =

bk to the effect that Sheriff Michel is still alive. About 13

| R LTI I NI T

vt

i
—~qk£ Negroes and one white man, Delano, are in jail. Sam Saxon,

e ¥ iy ot o B
WS Lo

‘ﬁé. one of the ring leaders of the Negroes, is still at large but
is closely pursued. He is evidently wounded as one of his
,ﬁ}! shoes was found in the marsh filled with blcod. The number of
“‘F Negroes killed is placed at six and it is feared a number will

k
yﬁ'- /
! be hung tonight. The agent of the Texas and New Orleans Rail-

road has been run off and Mr. Masters left for Orange tonight

%.y with a new agent to take his place. - Mrs. Michel, who was on a

visit to her mother of Johnson's Bayou was sent for and

8.




returned to Orange today by boat. The wound of her husband

is doing as well as could be expected under the situation.

GALVESTON DAILY NEWS, AUGUST 20, 1881 - "THE RIOTERS TRIED BY

LAW. HOPE FOR RECOVERY. Orange, August 19: In the disturbance

here two blacks have been shot, .one killed and one hung besides
several wounded. Great excitﬁent still prevails. The military
company and good citizens are maintaining order and will do so
at all hazards. Eight blacks and one white man are under ar-
rest and being tried by law. Sheriff Michel, it is thought,

will recover."

GALVESTON DAILY NEWS, AUGUST 20, 1881. HOUSTON (Special
telegram to the News) ~ DETAILS OF THE ORANGE TRAGEDY. Further
particulars were received from Orange today regarding the riot.
About dark today no further disturbances had taken place and
the excitment had partially subsided. From what cén be learned
of the causes tending to tlie trouble, the following is con-
sidered a correct statement: It is universally believed that
the riot was the results of a preconcerted plan to assassinate
the Sheriff Michel on Wednesday; It is alleged that a plan to
assassinate the sheriff was entertained between Cﬁarles Delano,
the white man in jail and the”ﬁegroes Sam and Rob Saxon to in-
volve Michel in a row. They consequently entered Smith's
Saloon and agreed to assault the first man who eﬁﬁered, first

9.
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‘having ascertained that Michel was outside. A stranger entered

' and went to the bar and ordered a drink when the Negro, Rob Saxon,
appeared and approached him and rested his arm on the stranger's
shoulder. The man resented it and afterwards struck the Negro.
Saxon then drew a pistol and commenced firing on the stranger.
Sheriff Michel at once rushed in to quiet the disturbance and

| the Saxon Negroes ran out of the room and up the street, Sheriff

Michel in pursuit.

i "According to the arrangements an armed mob of Negroes
were secreted on each side of the street andwhen the sheriff
reached the point opposite them they raised up and surrounded him,
firing on him and wounding him seriously. It is said this plan
was arranged by Charles Delano, Duke Harris and one other. When
Sheriff Michel fell, the Negroes were pursued by an armed party
of citizens and many of them were captured.

"It is now stated that only one was shot and two hung.
Sam Saxon, though badly wounded, escaped for the time being but
was subsequently captured and is said to be fatally wounded. Rob
Saxon was taken and hung to the limb of a tree, a rope was placed

around his neck, and he was hoisted up and then let down and was

tortured in this manner about an hour when he finally confessed

to complicity of Delano in the affair and revealed the plot.

i
:
i
8t
i

"He stated that Delano had hired him for a pair of boots

£ oo+

some eight months previous to assassinate Bill Babcock and in

which attempt Mrs. Babcock was shot. After making a full con-

P
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,feséién of his many crimes, he was hoisted for good and they
left him hanging. Another Negro was hung to a tree over at the
Grove in the country and the buzzards are using him this morning.

"After the Negro's confession, Delano was immediately
céptured and placed in jail. Mrs. Delano, hearing of the matter,
procured a horse and proceeded to the house of her brother, Duke
Harris in fhe night and aroused him and he mounted a horse and
escaped from town,

"Delano has many friends and relatives living in the
surrounding country and they have come into town and it is feared
an attempt to rescue Delano will be made tonight in which erent
a fearful fight undoubtly will take place. Residents in Orange
are very reticent regarding the particulars of the feud. Although
many have been applied to by telegraph for information, very few
and meager answers have been received.

"Dr. Stansbury arrived here from Orange this morning and
states that he dressed Sheriff Michel's wounds and that they are

not as serious as reported and that he will probably recover.

GALVESTON DAILY NEWS, AUGUST 23, 1881 (Over the State) HOUSTON,
AUGUST 22 - ' News from Orange tonight says Delano's trial has

been postponed until tomorrow morning."

AUGUST 23, 1881. BEAUMONT - '"Distressing reports come in from our
afflicted city, Orange. The Negro Saxon surrendered and was

11,
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gummarily disposed of. A private telegram from there says that

the good work goes on without benediction. Our ever vigilant
sheriff with an efficient corp of deputies keeping a vigorous
1ookout for any fugitives that happen along this way in their
flight from the vengeance of the infuriated citizens."

»

GALVESTON DATILY NEWS. (Over the State) Special telegram to
SRy

the News. AUSTIN, AUGUST 23 - "The adjutant general this

afternoon states that his latest mnews from Orange 1s that the

desperado element is about subdued and there is nmo further need

for keeping the military under arms."

GALVESTON DAILY NEWS, AUGUST 26, 1881. NOTES FROM ORANGE
(Special Telegram to the News) HOUSTON, AUGUST 25 - "News

s again postponed and

-

al

’.l

from Orange states that Delanc's tr
that it is supposed that he has left the country as ne did not

appear. Everything is reported quiet.'

12,
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Ipivo lett It ho wishes torproserve bis ife.§
Hls brothier, O1.Delnio, s who sras:woinded
by Detective Woods,.is. still in- a.oritioal’
(coudition from the wound reoeltzad. bug ¢

is ox that he, with the .
meg,‘ w;u quit u’e

ris boys and all thelr;
country with Charlie Delno.
. Notwlithstanding -, the - ne
peacs, and absends. of . exoltement, - inva
uP brehensions exist as to {he safety of any.
ol the above parties—should 'they rem
in the country. much -longer, P
are willing to spare humun life, Lo thay,
arv determined in this purpoes of riddtug
the country of the desperadovs’ who have
made 1ite &nd‘pmparty unsuafe in Orangé.
Alter the confessions of BamSaxon, fmpll-
vating Charlie Delno fn wany unlawfal
proceedings, such as stealing oattlo from
the ruilrond company and Inciting .and
asaistiog arson, it was anticipa th?t
nothing short of his death would satis Y
the people, whose good name had been 80
serfously prejudiced, - and his 230aDe with
lite, ou Lzooo boud, is much better termns
than he elther sxpected or deserved,
Chinrlle Delno cume amoog the peopls of
Orango quite poor and exceedingly hum-
ble. s pursiit of thoe butcher business
wits marked by suceess, nnd his apparent
amiability, combined with a fair degree of
courtesy, won hit many customers and .o

flusnce of his money was soon felt and on
sovernl occastony lie was first to be called
on in matters of wuux'it{, oto. His name
wis appended to the oflicial bond of tho
Sheriff, the despernte wounding of whom
led to the troubles and sacrifioes of e at-
tending the recent disturbances. ‘
Two = negroes, lmplicatod in the plot
which lod to the late tragedies, aresupposed
to bein the vicinity, evading arrest, but
holng llke the three now in jall, mere no-
cessories, It 18 not supposed that thoy will
ifeaptured, mest the fute that was awarded
the Baxons, It I8 not thought that any
further trouble will be experlenced, ani
the bhellef 15 general that the la.wle%anenu
and crime, which has brought repfonc¢h
upon u county prmlomhmtiu;; with good,
Inw-abldin citizens will have found
an end with the departuro of those now
under susplelon, It s to bo hoped and
trusted that ()run{;u will nover ugain be
the sceneof such bloody tragedy, as that to
whl(};h her citizens were provoked last
week, * :
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wmont of the univeraity, and.wilk yoto f l)]
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is in the city in the intorests of hivxrond, '

P
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a reporfer of .the .Associated Prees,: at
11:40 this morning, replied to 'questions as

follows: , co g ad
the President .to-day,. dqogbr,

R

7B
Bih

1.!,1“ Howj ud e
our judgment?' = ¢ [
" do uot think he la any better.: 111 *
+ % But, does Mo hold his own?". SRS
*Well, I cannot poiantto any particufnr
symptom and say that it. 18 notiocably
worse, but the Impression which his gen-
eral condition makes upon me to-day ls a
little less favorable. I dou't féel quite
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RCH ON SHERIFFS OF ORANGE COUNTY, TEXAS FROM MAY 1852

§NOTE: the accuracy of this list is not infallable. There

fis a gap in Commissioners' Court Records from 1866 to 1883 and

a gap in District Court Minutes from 1871 to 1883. These are
fthe only two records found that contained the names of Sheriffs.
omer of the missing years were verified by a search of the Deed
ndex where the Sheriff would occasionally sign a deed on pro-
erty.)

. Harrison Barnes May 7, 1852 to August, 1853
TLarkin R. Thomas Aug. 15, 1853 to November, 1854
g, A. Fairchild Nov. 27, 1854 to March, 1856
E. C. Glover March 17, 1856 to August, 1856
Joseph Richey Aug. 18, 1856 to May, 1857
¢. H. Saxon June 30, 1857 to August, 1858
Obadiah Cook August 17, 1858 to December, 1858
.. R. Thomas Jan., 3, 1859 to December, 1864
Joseph Bland Jan. 2, 1865 to November, 1866
Jonathon C. Cooper Nov. 15, 1866 to March, 1868
Jesse Holmes April27, 1868 to November, 1870
W. W, Johnson Dec. 5, 1870 to August, 1874
J. A. Pinkston August 3, 1874 to December, 1875
J, H. Jordan Jan. 1, 1876 to June, 1877 N
George W._Michaels June_5, 1877 %o January, 1883 -

5. K. Breazeale Feb. 12, 1883 to November, 1884
J. C. Fennel Nov. 24, 188L to September, 1885
N. Burton Oct. 1, 1885 to November, 1894
Jefferson D. Bland Nov. 16, 1894 to February, 1899
P, F. Eastin Feb. 16, 1899 to February, 1901
John Robertson Feb. 11, 1901 to November, 1902
R. M. Johnson Dec., 6, 1902 to November, 1920
J. W. Helton Dec. 4, 1920 to February, 1927
W. P. Brown March 1, 1927 to March, 1936
K. A. Mitchell April 1, 1936 to December, 1936
C. H. Meriwether Jan. 1, 1937 to December,. 1940
., G. Stanfield Jan. 1, 1941 to December, 1947
C., A. Holts Jan. 1, 1948 to December, 1968
Allen Buck Patillo Jan. 1, 1969 to Dec. 31, 1976
E, L. "E4d" Parker Jan., 1, 1977 to
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/
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BEAUMONT PUBLIC LIBRARY
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" Pris soner Charged with As-!
- saulting Girl, Taken from

= i Waco Jail
.. CONFESSED TO ATTACK
N\ ACO, THXAS, Dee, 12.--“Curley™ |

"' Hackney, white, about 30 years of!

e
It srrested in connection with an at-

’r‘alzen. wite of a Btooklyn toy manu-
ifacturer; tonfessed

n]l;mokl)n. Saturday evening, because

PITE
:z jt:w!c on an  elght-vear old  gifl, was
" taken from the eity joll tonight at
t 10°00 o'clock and hanged, thr o miles
Cgoutihe of town,  He had confeesd, ac
‘ cording to the police, to assulting the
v .

C il

TInekaey wag arrested ot S50
Towelnek and shorty aftorwarnds aonh
'l_ bt colloetmng in front of the jeal,

i Aftor oldadnning possession of the .

t'::!w;urt. heowas rurhed from the §ail

ound plaeed inoan mtomaobile and
Cadriven to a lonely spot south of the,
I3

Teatv, rrcar i cemetery, The bady osweas
riddird with bullets after heing swung
clrotn o tree, .

:l ! Ahout Hhe pertons compos«l the
y ol :

,; Puts Up Cool Frost
Iaeler, ertppled in the right leg
y fromy o reeont gunshat wennd, pree

“district attorney, made an improper!

SAYS SHE
KléfwﬁRPHE

To Assault Her on Eve of
Her Weddmg Last May

iMIND NOW UNI UNBALANCED
NEW YORK, Dec. 13.—Mrs. Lilllan

tonight, District
Attorney Lewis, of DBrooklyn, sald,
that she kflled Dr. Abraham Glick-
stein at hls:office on Bedford avenue,

he 'utcmptcd to aksault her on the
eve of her v\.eddlng last May.

Owing tio the woman’'s highly
nervous comlmon, the dlstrlct attor-
ney qucstmned het only  briefly and
Ire!d her wl‘thout bail for examination
tomorrow,

- Reststed Atteck

Mrs, Ralzen, who I8 29 ycars old,
told the district attorney that she had
known Dr. Glickstein for ahbout cight
years and that shé had been “under
his lrgrluoncc" most of that time.
About a year ago, she sald, she sue-
ceeded in breaking the relationship.
While buying her wedding trousscan
lagt spring, Mrs, Ralzen sald, Dr.
Glickstein telephoned her and asked
her to come to his office. DBelieving
that his only intchtlon was to apolo-
#ize for his past conduct, she sald, !
she called,  The doctor, she told the!

. proposal and then tried to attack her,
It she resisted him and  left . his
house in great mehtal distress.

A few days Iater Mrs, Ralzen was
married.  \While *bn her honeymeoon, i
she sald, she told ler husband of the

~treatment ghe had suffered from the'

phyoaieinn, ;'Ilcr husband forzave hor.!
she/added, and ‘urged her to banish thel
past from  her mind, She declared,
however, thnt the experience in \Dr.‘

" Glickstein's office; shortly before her
Cwedding, went to her head” and for]
" thrce months she was under the carc!

of a ph\slchn. who recommended a,
change of climate for her nervous
condition,  She went to Davinonn. ¥la.

va, .u\aa.u( t eﬂ.&.{wug
tqﬁaj,oju-,/\uvts MMM

_ Mvﬁw—-"({ww ‘, '

B & 0 WILLLAY
OFF THOUSANDS
~ OF ITS SHOPMEN

Business Depression Forces
Shut Down of Shops, Of- -
hcxals Declare -

FURLOUGH INDEFIN ITE

BALTIMORE, 2, Dec. 13.—Sowul R, i
thoysand shopmen employed by. the ’° ;
lhltlmnre and Ohio raliroad will bei
- tirloughed lndcﬂnltety Saturday when
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’wwl(lin “went to her head” and for)
“three montha she was under the care'
g int a physician, who recommended a,
“change ot climate for her nervous.
condition. She went to Daytona, Fla.,

and later to Jacksonville, where she:

DBALTIMORE, Dec. 13.—8overal| DETROIT, M
{thousand shopmen employed by the check of the v
' Baltimore and Ohio rallroad wiil be | early today des|
. turloughed indefinitely Saturday when of Joseph Wake

‘¢hops. over the entire system will be; Detroit, .« ved
shut down of them ci. . Jrer

fiought the weapon with which Gliek- ¢ Business depression and the neces- perhaps fatally

‘et ., . P [
stein was killed, gitien of effecting econoinles were give started when M\

Mrs. Raizen said she retarned toc to kindle a kitc!
from the end of the long rope wepe: _‘ . : icinls of the road as prompt.
' New York scerctly  Friday night en by offic ' ! an cxplosion 1

“No use to argue with a mab, Bad- " 'Iing the action.
die, they hold aces and 1 hold trumps, “::“:’“:t:er;‘"0“'1"‘}550 "IC' her lr"“" "'i Neither Daniel Willard, president of "“3‘1:‘;‘;;‘ ';:‘u":
T . « Jaecebh Schi o aokly are . 5
The only thing,” they're making it out ’ ;f (l iter, a r"’r :" ‘r"‘“a"" Flhe road, nor C. W. Galloway, v‘c“i?!‘uro y w:o
H " g - n i .
worse than it really was, :: llmp“x;‘uzr;rmoro:;;) io l\ro r ‘"”; president in charge of operittion, would h\omewnwere b
Arriving at the seene of the hanging ™ ged A r na hew dork - as to how lung the .
A ¢ zing venture an opinion ns to [4 . Mra, wl“.)

in the first ear, which was followed’ h”_‘;']' ..Slh(;’ bi;?om‘;d go::s.nlntly, rshel shutdown would contmuc. and Kelenty Ob
rapidly by at least firty others, Hacelk. td. A nally dn Saturday ufter

. . - noon started for Dr, Glicketein's homeI ls home, wers 0,
ey conly leaned ' against t.ho sile of in Lrooklyn, HAVE Tl H J B that t
the enr and  smoked o cigarette, A ‘ ; ) . )

shout was put up immedintely for a‘ Tells Father of A“t

W‘ov' p .’A-v' 3
: X o
vope, A suggestion wag made: “Hang' After the shooting Mrs. Ralzen %m‘ l" nois Mﬁ worken Bond PO y 1

. . " ,shie left the bouse and In a duze | e
him with seme Sk_“l chalny. - walked thﬂ streetac  Sha returned’ to' To Decide on LCWIO or Far- .
) Asks l"’"’ “"',w Manhattan and met friends, then sht,n nncton Today SPf
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: telephoned her  fither in l:rookl;nl m'l‘l\'(..FXEIJ):‘ n,r,., Dec. 13—DPer- ~,j‘_;_
what she hiad done, ® were uppermost here to- '
Mrs, Ralzen did not see hcr father :(;:r:t!.l;::‘nthe dlsvus:i:ms of the thirteen -Rundenu
and her husband until Sunday, w hon' exccutive board members of the 1l MO““P
attorneys were called into consulta.’ nois Mine Workers, as they prepared / To F’O‘
ticn and they advised Immedlate sur. ‘m declie tomorrow between the com- e be ke
reidder to the district attorney. 'mnnd of Internctional President John SAN Am
Aaron TLevy, one of the attorneys [, 1ewis that support be withdrawn Wireless: “"‘
.vng.nged to defend Mrs., Ralzen, de- L0 the strikers of Kanzas, and the

SR clared that she was meuntally unbal.’ ' request of State President Frank
“anced, indicating that the defense: g arrington that assurance of that
SIX MINERS DIE woulldl be based on insanlty. In talk-- support be pe-affirmed. :
ing with ‘her, he said, she had re-| Bath Lewis and Fnrrln;tOn ‘are
F] _ ] marked that she did not want to live,’ . $pringticld men.
G lNG BL.AZE as her life and happiness hod beenl Acting ,upon the direction of the.
— ‘ruined and that while In Florida she' |, .rnational exccutive board, Pmlq N Ao

Men Who Fought Blaze Un. feit her mind giving way. She told!gony Lewls recently. wired state head-|.
e Camvend ten Calavn dn ~him, he mld the t‘hought ‘po-m.o&ped quarters_here directing that nmnc_htl

I'uts Up ool Frout
Hn weey, erippled in the right le
from a recoent gunshot wonnd, pre
cented the eoolest amd maest audacious
front posgilbde to the men  collected
about him at the seone of the hang.
inge,  This last words” hefore he swung

The sound was then heard of spme
one tearing 0 heavy cloth preparingg
aoevude rope, Hackney, hearing it
euid: >

CAWoell, bove, thero is one consolation

several of you in hedl, T did it and 1
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LFrom dhe dalveaton Nowa |

Lu tha Bell County 1y neblug powme
hall dozen prisoners, charged with
horme-stealing nud  otlier offeticen,
wure xligf tondpatdy in i ety
night mAfCEt ’Tﬁ“‘llgﬂﬂxggm)ﬁh?
Duching, u prisover under sens
who way pLquita by

rogular course of luw,
wiy taken from jail by o baud of
horsemun  aud  burped | po death
A wlmost in presence of the fury that
Jtried b, the Judgte' Wi’ netitono-
ed himy aud the Shepitd who was 19
execute him. “And “vow'we have o
cave of wiynohdug jnrLee: gonuty;

Nand in thix '~.o£x1p‘i‘,h,ltgeo,"pri;boum‘u,?

awaitiogirinl on oharged of thorsp<
stenling bt othar alipyvdsj wra torix
trom the jailer and summarily oxe-

~7 tuted, one by shooting, the others

by havgiug, Oue of the two hLang-
ed was a lad 0("ge'¢(:m£;'cx); _ These
nre 8 few spectméns in a rapid
\ scries of such incidents that have
thrown & ghastly illwmivation up.

A on the criminal jurisprudence of the

State sinco the preseut adminigtra.
tion was installed a little more than
two yearg ago, Detter things were
expected,  immeasarably _better
things were predicted, under ' the
atspices ot Governor Cohe than
* the people had realized under the
auspices of his predecessor, Kdmund
T Davise Bur with redpect ‘to

ing the pence. g dignity: of i Qb ]
State, sgaiost Jynehers aud maskery

e neither the expectations nor prel

dictions hmve - been “verified.- - On

county ut_
fair, the Governor ivsued a ringing

ol >~ proclamation which, oo its face, wug
)i;;hly satisfuctory. Ou  the ocen. !

sion of the Milam county aftair, hol
ordered an investigation.
er case has anybody been

Iu neith-
bhrought

AN to acconnt foc flagrant outrnyges

whick ouglt tu caue efery sworn
upholder ot the civil anthority in
the State, from the chief magistrate
to the waid coustable, to feel that
Lie wuas jusulted, struck it the tdee,
Kicked and trampled bu by every’
\ wenias ot Inwlesancsa and violence.
“laat not time that something more
should be aown towards a faitlital
cxecution ot the laws than orders
which lead to nothing, aud procla.
mations distingunishied tor ronorous,
cwptiness ’ Thoe Governor cayr ‘oot
prend, as s predecessor cou'!d huve
Pieaded, that ba is politically odions
to the people,nnd would connequent.
Iy lack their moral support in tak.
tng energetic amd  extraordinary
teasures, The administration of
which he is the hiead represented
from the fiest fifty thousand ma-
~fority, and represents-at-this mo-
went perbaps not less than one
huandred  thousand mujority,  His:
sivetal partiain<elaiw tor bim that !

lale N AL LAl LY LT

AU T ATOLEN VHOM YRN8 RI 51
A PEDRRAL BROLDIKU, TAKKN
NLTDILLINGES ARD UKAN:
KD IN § ANRAN,

roa v v oo ef »! Yy e 4
! Al Yy otbud (44 F Boreirns Be)
u reovtt date statos that from Geu,
N B Pearce, who lina Just returned
deom novisls <o Urawlosd county,
intormutign was obtalned of u child
stolen from Tenessee,  Cien, Poarce
tleaned tha partioulnrs from ALY,
atwen; who residoy,oh LAy asronk,
fu Ciawford Qounty, nud who has
the child-tn choarge—Phe Jitttorgirt
was stolen by -u Ledaral solyier
ngmed l’t_éiléryukg liubfgr‘}‘al’; &f'#
County, .,‘-Illjd’olst‘,wlw éefq x&}
noiy tu 1868, und went to Missop .
Kabier reprédugtod <that he-todmd’
the child lu Chattauooyn, pTennes.
80¢; that it camo to him while on
gunrd, dud-bnt he ook Lers with
ibim 'to Cluy UQguahty,.: Difnolsj  aftdr
tho closa of the war. Kabler said
tho child wns not over two years

thre‘Eurname of the little thing he
could not romember. After Kabler
went to Illineis his wife died, aud
the ohild was given {uto the carg of
Mr, Barges, with whcem shu hug're
wained ever: since. She is now
about -tbirggen years of nge, -Las
blue eyes and red hair, regular but
swall features, and js rather.pretty,
Mr. Barges s of -thé'epinion that

mnaintalvivg the lu,wa,und-xiuﬂicz\b._}gaw&awmﬁom thetrnth, as the

“child 8says she did ot Hvd In town,
but iu & place wlera there was.but
pde house, = . i vl
- Barges thinks that the clild

Mrs.
way stulen  from near Nashville,
Tenn, Sudie thinks that she was

nuonly ehild ; when swall she talk-
edla good dealabout anlauntiwholiv.
cd over the river. Sbe also says
that soldiers came to their house
and took her father away, siuce

1 whigh evebt shp ling not Bepw bim.

© Wesley -Urshmeén  wrote ' from
Nnabvillo relative to the child, sup-
posiug it to be a daughter of his
sigter indaw,dug; althoggh a pho.

nawmed Prodman, in Clay County,
kept the ohild jawbile, qud his
‘daugliter seems to kdow somothiog
ot her from ler statement. The
amalleat dresa she had when with
them was gCiealifo, igall fighted
wutd parple supposed to huve been
wotn by ler when she was stolen,
T muy be that the child was real
ly stolen from near Nasliville, judg-
ing Ly tho girl'a statewent in re-
ference to auaunt who lived “over
the river.” Wa trust that these
lines may meet the eyo of rome
ony. X hﬂ Lum .-m&m,::“nd:;::‘ha‘:
thirough their instrumentality the
lost ous may berostoresd to her par.
ents.

old, sud4hat Lor naine-was Hudipy 1

FXOZEADH 2w ABLBETIE b i1t O~ T
sponse bas been received, A~ AR s

ber, dnd the ohhred bag
sum of Lhe lrosssry, »
privipally bue the pa

Uy o sew metn! roof og |
L"X‘hwn‘- lacts ppeak velum
wldlllt ot this warthy goadl

The revival which haa
progross at Keokuk, lpwa
past suven weska, NM
ovening with n aplon 1
thd Presbhytertan  Chapot
wad very largely attouds
Motk Lia pot becu suapen.
any lack of tuloreat, but h
Ffutigua on Ltho part of thos
od jn it, y‘&c,nrl‘;’ 200 meot

é¢h Lold aluco the reviv
puft the number-of aotaa)
Jarphiably estimatod at tro
P 300, v “

In a lotter trom the
Norfork, nsking aid for the
Gorman priests, which apj
bé Laudon Tines, Janua
iu stated that'the recent
law by which the Biats, s
witbbeld from ihoss pri
roluse complianeo with i
has witbdrawn the sum of
from tho Cathbolic Church |
The number ot priests wihe
fes nro thus cut ofY, cithe
orin part, is given by !
authority, as about 10,000

. ? sample is given of th
the revisers of the Bib!
from Iasinh, IX., 6. The
version reads thus: “Tor
a child is born, uuto us

given; and the governm
Lo upon Lisshoulder ;. and
shall be called Woniderful,
or. The Mighty God, T
lasting Father The Irinceo

The-death of the Rev
P, McLivaino, last of the 8
late DBishop MoLivaiue,
nounced by telegraplt a
ago, e was educated
College, Olijo, which was™
time in chargo of hig fat
first cliarge was the Trinit
Mission, of Newark, N. J.
e had TR PO TE
¢k "oftlhie" BV
Philadélphia,.. where, be
rantil June. 6. of the .ca
fwhen he received anmd- ne

a call to the rectorship of'!
Chureh, Norristown, L./
severing his connection -w
church he traveled”for sf
in Kurope, and on ‘his r
went to Qbhrisv's Churely;- '
Pa., which chureh was v
charge- when bhe died,

married to a danghter ‘of
Lee, of Wilmington, Dela

AT 4-;‘%3;;‘,‘-.;.—%:@?@. TR e
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provides:

ging 14 Jer

~aptts board nnd
Jhnve procur-
Anble risidence,

' sieties, wote. Sir
; il “somconver.
1 et of general
Juswiew with a gens
hority, <o told me
refuse of the oity is
to the pool of Bethos.
rauge to say, I waa
closy to the lhouse iu.
he bLarracks, and the
¢ there appear not to
ho lenat incouvenience
{ its wicinity., 1f are
rould be made to clear
tirely, to adwmit pure
ud towdig spocial pools
136 of couducting there
jing, Jerusalem might
from .any threatening
\1l the doctors in Jer.
‘ed me that the IHoly
pe reckoned, from tho
atwospliere, ong of the
f places.” Sir Moses
s skill of Jewish Ma.
Jerusalew, whereas it
d that there are mno
anics in the Holy City.
baw  wialchmakers, en
bographers, sculptors,
" bookbinders and car.
, he says, *all did their
. 8- ‘sfactorily.” A
inte  ooso bLands Le
\ble repeater, for repuir,
‘very short time, 1uto
ler. The same wan, in
‘his skill a8 a wateh.
lwyed also agreat taleut

ew  caligrapbiat. 1o
dir  Moses  Montetlore
b of wheat oun which

1 niosteen lines, form-
stic on tho vamoe of the
philanthropist, The
tew that be had cvery
"ol eonvineing bimsell
wa ave eager and willing
noany kind of labor--
| or utherwise —which
for thew the necessaries
pluce them above the
charity of their benevo
igiouiats, Moses

‘Sir
e grent '?lrd which
1y vnm:é e wwnﬁ
su-in thae Holy Land )

r, {f poasible, doybly in-
1. be emphatically as-.
vhey are deserving ‘of
. they upe willing and
ity their mental powers
actory nature, and all
yagh” *o..rendep them
he w8 of Jecusalem,
y part of the Holy Land,
iy **do work,” and he-fur-
1ys that they ‘‘are more

than many wen “iu-
hewise noue ot them
iin alive ; but w‘hen the

ey

Leeglalature, the

£d by fraud.

the poyermment s partisan aud op-
pressive,  Mississippi, boweyvor (it
i3 rluo to sowo oue tosay), iss only
a tritling State debt.  There have
bLeen no great railroad awindles,

$and. thera will be..no.such - eppor-
tunities for .wholesale repudiation

as was scen “in Georgia and North
Carolina when the Democrats came
into power.  Iu Mississippi the
other day over.
whelmingly  republican,  is pow
overwhelmingly Dewmocratic,  The
ramoval of Awmes secms to be na.
siured. Keliogg bangs in the bal.
nnce, but if tho intlwences which
domivate Missiasippi can reach
Louisinnn wa shinll have Dewoaratio
governors in Loth States witkin
thirty days.

Is thero no danger that fmpenchs.
ment will becowe rovolution? Do
wo not tind io the South, wherever
the Democrats bave gained power,
o tendency to revolution ! Theglog.
ic which leads that way iaclear;—
©Thereconstruction acts are ‘uncon-
stitutional and void.”  Everytling
done underthem is‘*unconstitution.
al and void” Tho ameudments
about the debt and slavery are like
tho edicts of Germany annexing
Alsace and Lorraino—the edicts of
a conquoror. Wo accept them only
a8 I'rance signed the Frankfort
treaty, because the sword was at
her throat, and the vandal was oo
her soil.  What tho sword makes
tho aword breaks. We uro not
bound by anythiog done under the
the recoustruction acta.” Thiy is
logical, bat {tis not the logzic of o
sound reconstruction. It will be
disastrous to every iuterest dear to
the South: The country will say,
it this logic is good in Louisiana
and Mississippi, whby wiil it not
apply to Wasbhington and to the
general government 1 If the first
duty of Democratic State goveru-
ment inthe South is to overturn R,
publicun governors and disnnss Re
publican judpges; if every llepabli.
can in office is to Le ¢ xpelled by the
torce of u Democreatic majority ; if
thé debts incurred by Republicans
are to be ropudiated, whut is to Le-
come of oar uatioual dobt and of
those who 1ewsin {u office/

The leaders. of the Demoonitio
party and Southern mey llke Hun-
tor and Lamar wust sée that this
whole business is daugerous, In

.all Republican governmenta .there

ia & remedy for misgoverument in
the ballot. The will .ot the pedpile
is sacred. Oncethat this-willis ex.
pressed, and  sanctioned by the
forms of law, ouly an extreimne neces-~
ity should overthrow it. ~When
Joln T. Hoflman was elected Gov.
ernorof New York in 1870 meu as
emineat as Horace Greeley avowed
‘their beliefthat he bad been elect.
Nor ig it bard for us
‘to asseut to that conclusiovn, know-
. IO L N

YA

Vil ali W U.lcli\llg OUuL jrul
the key in a Larrel in the hball, Lut
they surrounded mo and saw the
key and took it fromm me. They
told mo to be quiet, .that they did
not intend.to burt.me ;-1 told.thewm.
[ kugw they did"'not.” They told me
to unlock the door; I replied to
them that I would not; that they
might kill me, but could not make
e unlock the door. After they
bad caught me, my wife came down
and thought gshe would come out
aud give the alarm; they atopped
ber nod wade her go buck; told
her they were not going to harm
mo; sbo insisted on going out, and
Iftook ler by the arm and led her
back up stalrs; one man then had
lold of mo and another followed
right behind me with o sbot gun.
They fben opened the door; 1
could not soe them to do it bat
heard tho click of the lock. After
[ got up stairs I was airaid they
would take out the mgn they were
after and leave the door opeu, so
that the others wounld get out, and
I said to them not to leave the
door open. The man that had hold
of me replied “we want five meon.”
l icara them ask David Wilkenson
(1 think they bad bim iu the ball
nt the time) if he thonght e could
be o good boy hereafter—he told
them that he could and that he had
always been an good boy. They
told bim to go back. I leard no-
thing said by the men to Shaw, but
heard him say that if he had done
anything to Le killed tor he would
not mind, but that he hadn’t dooe
anything to be killed for. After,
they had got tlhe men they waated,
they said, ‘let that man come
down aud lock his door.” ] then
wont down and three men were
standing 1n the outer door; the
two men who had beeu up stairs
with me stepped in the door and
stood there until I locked the door,
I started to atep out but they told
me to hold on and not come out,
Oue of thew told e to sbut the
door, then took wme by the .baznd
and bade me good night. I shat
the door, ran up stairs and got iy
gun aod pistol and shot them off
for the purposs of giving an alarm,
At about the first or wsecond shot
I madel heard shota fn the dir@.
tion whers Shaw was found dead

this mornlng, (Witness “véfuses
to answer the question as
to whether he had reeoguized
any of the men) Jim Tom

Irvin, the oldest person” hauged,
Lad a ring on his fluger. lnat night.
When I saw him this morning
about sanpise the ring was not ou
his inger. The boy who was hang
was named Tom Irvin. -Jim Irvin’s
true name is Jim Irvin, ;
‘ Hugon MoOrowy,
‘Jailor,
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Stnge Lines.

_.C-.Bain.&.Co

———LINE OF'——

FOUR-HORSE GOACH]

Leave Stago Oftlos, San Autonio

TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS AND SAT!
——DAYS—

ALT 43 A, ML,
For DBoorne, Frederiockaburg, Loya

loy, Monardsville, Coghlan's,
FortMoKavett, Kickapoo
8pringaBenficklin
., and Fort

C O N:-CH (

Good Drivers, Teames nnd
Coaches.

' Time ta Fort Concho 57 hours, allow
sight houry reet s¢ Frederickaburg.
L7 Paseengers are partioularly reques
to report any irrogolarities to F. C. T
lor at 8an Antorlo, or Benficklin,

A. A. MUNCEY, A‘eT
Ban Antonlo, Janaarv 7th 1876,

7

YIRUSTEES SALE!

WaRREAS, Benjamin Thomas, of K
ney County, Texas, on August 21, A,
1874, mado and delivered to Th, Beble
ing his Deed of Truat, recorded o B
A, page 176, 177, in the registry of
Kinney County, encamboring a parce
laud in sald Kioney County, 8tate
Texsa, in Braokotteville, being a cor
Lot frouting on Bpring Street und
North 8treet, to-wit: Lot Nao, 7 in B!
No. §, aud adjoining the property of ¥
Holmes, boing the same Jot sold te s
B. Thomas by Bam. 8 8mith, (it be
understood that mistakes of deworip:
do not vitiats) securing the payment
a promissory note of $372 95 oy., Leat
12 per cent intorest from Mebruwry @
1874 nnd R

Whoreas, sult Baojamig Thomas
fatled A0.py Lo puy ennl prowissory i
Lund ~nid Th, Meblruning hud requested
yrdersigned Trustve to proseed aud
said propesty;
* Therutory [, A.
will vn
Suturday.the 18 . Wdiny of Way
A.D. 1871, wt publio L uioey, tu the L
vat bidder for casti bielore the Courthy
door of Buxsr Cuuuty, in she olty of
Autoeuto, Bexar Cognty, Texas, seil |
premuses, A gaod and sofflolent Yes i
ﬂa wumnt{ af said premises

made in the name of sald B, Tho
uoto the purchaser, ~ A, DITTMAR,

: . Truste
" Ban Anbonio Feb'y 19, 1876, .
FABE RED UOKED

Dittinar, se Trus

ISPEED INCILE ARK D
o0 P
. O TRE . _ .

Finucane Line

»

v o T ete e aald ba Ke Aa

The Btags Line from San Anlooiw

Winaahnrw {a naw ronnine sdei.



ity second year of hid age, »
‘tha buck, puld nsoventeeuth
0 JeswaRlem lor the purs
rolleating information relut.
10 Actunl condition of the
inhabitants of the Iloly
1eto weir capabllity aund
on t. .agaye fn mechanlcal
1oral agricultural pursuits,
ry (the Londou Times says)
mblished, with n letter to
ag from the lending 1tabbis
nlem, in which they refute
rges ot _disinclioation to
the Jews of Jerusalem
iere was n possibility of
g suflieient charity to en.
m to live., It is kaown
order to givoe a refutation
charges, Sir Moses Monter
termined to undertdke a
to the Moly 'City aud re.
his observations. Sir Mo-
a thut' a whole villinge las
viuted out to him which
> purchased at a moderato
Il the persous who report.
r Moses on this . sabject
1at thero would be no dit
whatever iu Becuring 50
1d a8 might be required,
o cultivation or building
. The Governor and Kadi
fulemn assured him of the
4 of the Turkish Goveru
render every possible as-
to cncourage noy industrial
ior t° wpronotioy of the
of the geople in the Holy
fhe French and American
wlao stasured bim ol thei
g Lo ussist. Sic Moses
tat o great stroggle may
i the Iuture bLetween the
[ or Protestant  party —
ho do not cowe to the
y frowm religious motives,
b rensons conpected with
. circumstatces—and  the
Jonservative party, whose
ct i going to Jerusalem
prescevation ol their re
ll)uriug his sbort stay nt
r Moses Montellors voticed
iications to that efMect, Sir
igives o long nccount ol
ferent  institutions catabe.
Jeruralom lor the benefit
or  Phern tea soup el
1 nociety, whose object 1t
o advances without idter.
hospiee,  whileh  providea
DE _pernon coming to Jer
vith gratuitous board and
intil e may have procar.
‘mnel{ newuitable ristdence,
plding mocietiea, ote,  Sit
ywe ~t had momeconver
Ltk hubypeet of geoeral
DinJderusalew with & gens
Homuthonity, e told me
‘he refume the o1ty 1a

ol

hed 1nto the pool of Nethes

h, stratige to say, | was
to thoe house tu.
1‘r the harrarka  and the

|

Loe clame

byve alroady anvounced theic wils
tHingoess to follow agricultural pur.
auita, .
T e e eceme
THE TROPONED  IMPEACH.-
MENTIN THESOUTH-LET
US MAKE HHASTRE

SLOWLY,

fFrom the New York Herald )

We foel deeply with the South.
oru people iu their troubled. - We
Liave done all 10 our power to help
u genuine work ot reconstruction.
Tho Southern States havg the ole-
wents of a great ompire. In anoth-
or generation this war ‘ueed be uo
more of a momory than the !disease
ot Infancy to the strcnuous, lusty
man, The South can vever be
great until it aceepts fully the les
son of the war. We do not wean
degradation and bumiliation, for
no one would impose these condis
tions upou a single citizen. Wae
mean® common sense, This the
South lacks. There are no war is-
sues at stake. That awful arbitra.
ment was decisive. War made the
negro free. IFrdedom means polit.
fcal equality, Commou reuse would
teach the oouthern white leaders
tbat Ly the coucession ot political
equality they can win the negroes.
Comgon senso would also teach
that where there is a large uegro
population—iu  Bouth  Carolina,
Louisiana, Mississippt, whers the
negro is in the majority —the part
of windom is to recoguize the negro
a3 an element i represceutative
governwment, to teach him as we
teach our wyriads ot alicne—that
governmwent meana the clection ot
good meu to office.

This policy ot ostracism now
bears fruit in lmpeacthwent,  lm.
peachment is n political expedient
1n Louisiana. Tho fact that cou.
servalive menu oppoye it conviuces
us thag this 16 30,  Io Miaiasippl
tho mame atate of thiogs wexiata
| Even as sovore a critio as Mr, Nord.
i bofl, 1o cenauring Governor Amen,
“entirely rxonerates lim frowm cor
"ruption., Two Democtatn voled
i agaiuat the presentation ol the as.
“ticlen againat him,  Now let us con-
i cede, for the aake ©l argument,
that tn Louislana and Minataaippl
Cthe povermmonl s partisan aud op-
"presaine. Minslasippl, boweyor (it
(18 lua to roma one tosay), Las only
iatrllinug Ytate debil,. There have
rbeen o greal ratltoad swiudles,
y and thora will be ba such appar
tunilire for wholesals repudiation
at wan meen o (icorgia and North
Carvlina when the [hemoaratls cameo
1uto powrt In Missisaippi the

legislature, the other dJday over.
whelmingly republican, s pow
overwhelmingly Democtatse Thn

retnoy al ol Ninea
1 L o . o

£HE MASSACRE

pecmie Lo lra pa o

wu liave neen 3o tho  Haepubhes ol
Houth  Awerlea <“the proncuucia.
wento suporseding the ballot. The
people of New York, even Regmbil
cnus, saw that [t waa far boltor: Lo
bear thio ills they lad than to fy to
others they know notjol—the veils of
repudiation and revolution,

k@ o e ¢ < —— e 0 e < 5 ear .

OF PRISON.
ERS AT GIDDINGS.

Below wegive the testimony ot
tho jailor of Loe county in regard
to the execution of prisoners oon-
fined in the Lee county fall, on the
sisteeth of February :

“[ am jailor for this county. Bev-
erly Bhaw, commonly called Dot
Shaw, the man horo lying shot
dead, was in my custody as a pris-
oner-yesterday and last night till
Letween twelve and one o'clock, At
about that time I heard footsteps
aud I jumped uop to the window.
Just as I got to the'window a man
called me by name. I answered
and ask him who he was’; he told
me lis name was Jeukins, from
Burleson county, with a prisoner
he wanted to lock up in jail; that
he was very tired. I told bhim I
had been looking for a mob there
and did not wish to open the door.
o insisted that I should; said I
knew him; that be had met me in
Houston and went from there to
Huantsville with me. I told him I
reccollected going with Jenkins
bat I could not recognize his volcs
nor coutd 1 recognize hLim iu the
dark, and told him I did not like to
open tho door unleas 1 could sea all
around the house. 1ethen declar.
¢d thas e was all right ; that thero
was no oue about except himself
and hLis prisoner and guard. ]
thou told bim that I would open
tho door. I wentdowu carryiog a
lamp which I sot on tho steps, and
oprued the door, and the first man
that stopped in I found was not
Jonkins, and .then Iknew that 1
was nold out, Four or five men
rusbed immediately (o, 1 looked
at them but did not know thom ; 1
told them that 1 would recollect
thewu for this hersalter; only oue
man was disgulved that I noticed ;
holhad a white handkerchiet tied
over his face. [ had the key in my
hand and was backiug out to jut
tha key in a barrel fn the ball, but
tbey surrounded mo and saw tho
key and took it froen me. They
told mo to Lo qulet, that they did
not lotend to hurt mae ;. 1 told-thom

I Xuew thay UM not” They told ma’

to nulock the door; 1 replied to
thew that | woald not; that they
might kill ma, bat could not make
mo unlock the door. After they
had caught me, my wifa came down
and thoaghy tabe woald come out
avd give the alarw; they atoppexd

her ant mada her 2 liaek ;o toldd
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By CHUCK PARSONS

Curtis D, and Ruth Craig of Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma, recently visited
McDade, Texas, where in 1888 vigi-
lantes hanged several outlaws on Christ-
mas Eve, The incident precipitated a
gunfight the next day. The Craigs wrote
to ask what sparked those events.

McDade is close to the Yegua Knobs
area, where the corners of Lee, William-
son, and Bastrop counties meet. The

" BLEVINS
. Stirrup Buckles .

Stainless Steel and
Heat-treated Aluminum
Satisfaction Guaranteed

NEW -
Leather
Covered |

Prevenis rubbing
horse or saddle, Easy “f
to change stirrup
lengths quickly, end
very easy 1o install,
Won't slip or siick,
Available in 2"
and 3" widths, they
are very well made
ond guaranieed to -
satisfy,

$9.25
per pair
plus $1.25 shipplng

NEW
IMPROVED
All Metal

Fine qualily siainlessff
* steal ond heal-lrealed
aluminum, these ore in
general use throughoul
the West, Available in
2" widih with venlcal
posts and in 2% " and
. 3" widlhs with horizon-
fal posts. for slandavdi

oles.
$6.83
per pair
plus $1.25 shipping

< Blevings Mig. €o

| “Whatland, Wyom

Holiday Hanging

area became a center for a gang of horse
thieves after the Civil War,

Thefts became so rampant that by the
mid-1870s vigilante groups had formed
to combat the rustlers., They lynched
two suspected outlaws, men named
Land and Waddell, in January 1876.

The outlaws struck next, bushwhack-
ing and killing Horace Alsup on a road-
side. In September they killed Bill
Craddock who had seen some of the
rustlers in action and testified against
them.

Vigilantes retaliated, hanging
Howard Cordell, described as a “heredi-
tary horse thief." The area drew state-
wide attention when Turk Turner and
James H, Crow were killed in March
18176 after they were caught with stolen
hides, To ‘“‘teach others’' a lesson, their

| bodies were wrapped in the stolen skins,

On June 27, 1877, at a dance at the
home of Pat Earhart, vigilantes cap-
tured four suspected rustlers, took them
outside, and hanged them, C.L. Son-
nichsen made much of the incident in
the chapter ‘“Four on a Limb," in his
classic feud book I’ Die Before I'll Run.

In August 1883, someone shot at
George Milton in his store but missed,
and in November 1883 a merchant
named Keuffel and his clerk were robbed
and murdered, Allen Wynn, a partner of
Milton’s, was then robbed and wounded.

On December 1, 1888, a Lee County
deputy sheriff named Heffington was
killed, On Christmas Eve vigilantes

took brothers Thad and Wright
McLemore and Henry Pfeiffer, suspects-

in Heffington'’s death, from the Rock
Front saloon and lynched them. On
Christmas Day, friends of the

McLemores came to McDade. Angry:
words and accusations-led to gunfire-
and a street battle. When it was over,’
Az and Jack Beatty and Willie Griffin'
were dead, the latter being a bystander. .

Charley Goodman and Robert Stevens
were wounded. The problems were then
turned over to the courts but on
November 1, 1884, all charges relating
to the events were dropped.

Luckett P. Bishop, Sr., son of Thomas
P. Bishop who was a close friend of

George Milton, authored a lengthy:

history of the events leading up to the
Christmas Day gun battle. It appeared
in the July 1966 Frontier Times.

Gambler and Killer

Factual Western characters often find
their way into Western fiction, One such
character, gunfighter and gambler
Langford Peel, has appeared in several
Louis L'Amour books, Arthur W, Clay-
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Curtis D, and Ruth Cralg
A historic marker (inset) commemorates the Christmas Day gun battle at the Rock Front
saloon,
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0, Cincinosti and Loulsville
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the Illinois
Central rail o sleeping ear berths, If
this is refused, as is anticipated, then civil

sufts will be connmenced against the roads. |:
Then on to (lcago, application will be |.
mide 1o the Grand Pacite, Palmer, |
Tremont and Sherman Howuses for first-
-class rooms for five.eash of these negrc
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the bucks deman the range of the bars,

b
| sipoking roons, ‘Tookns, barher shope,

dining rooms and gentlempen’s pariors, the
wenches the run gfm;be fmﬂs{mﬁoz‘s’and
ludies’ ordinaries. Then McVicker's, Hoo-
ley’s and the Academy of Music wifl be put
through. Then excursions will be made on
the pight train——Pullman earg-—whenever

it can be ascertained that bridal parties

are going or the cars half - filted up.
To Cincionati, snother objective point,
about twenty more will be ' taken.
The Barnet  House will be " made
headquarters for the present; but as
aoon s their grand new hotol is spened ap-
leation with be made for twenty roomy

thenss -enffien.in that Alagnit hense, and

coustantly during the day the bar, parlors’

and smoking-rooms will be occupied by
these y Afdeans. Al night the thés-
ters will be visited, snd the sleeping-car
dodge will be pat into operation. From
Cineinnati excursiofis « i1l be made to Day-
ton, Columbus, Pitisburgh and places of
that class. ’
¥rom Louisville parties will be sent over
the Northern sleeping car lines to Indian-
wolis. The Bates House, Palmer, and
;iascm will in turn be filled by these
flowers of the South. In Kro}m‘ person
these dusky maids and gaftheeled youths
will pay their respacts to Senator Morton,
when he shall rétwin'to that over-inflated
city, - :
idonot know whether my old friends’
Jils Joknson, of the Galt House, or Tom
Taylor, of the Loulsville, will be called’
upon, but I think not, as one of the'movers
in this entergria;h thiz:)ktﬁwlmiwme will
suffor emough anyhow by the paaage of this
infimous memsuré,” - P m
You will say this sort of thing will be
expensive.  So it will, but ample remy-
neration iv looked for. Nay, very acg
profits are expected to be realiz.d from suits
against all parties who refuse absolute . and
perfect equality. |
Now all this you magy think is fictien,
but [ tell you that it iz as certain to be

done, il the civil rights bill passes and ap-
propriate legislation follows, as tbe sup |

shines, .
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Fez has been quelled. The ’s troops

on the 10th qlemmﬂedl heavy cannonsde
on the town’ 5kqifit%n]:"yfdr several
hounts. ., Many houses and stores were
burned, ‘The troops afterward entered and

ked & portion of the town. Ninety of
the Emifi&&ambm Y hotons
ol m“?;m‘“fé’&“" N e
pRve wul t
Sultan has granted fhem ampesty.

A TALE OF swon.f?? ~
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Herrible Whelenale Slanghter at Del.

‘tom, TOxms. g

There has been intense - exelé®fiant In
-Bell county during the past two or. three
weeks, owing to Lhe presence of & Ixf
number of _home thieves. Several had
-On Suday, In attempting _to_ arrest two
-brothers named, Crow, obe.of theéym resisted
anct was TIod oo b

‘night the citizens, of, Belton . et for the
. parpose  of  taling’ stépw :te rid the

athreatened ntiack by the friendvof (s osse
thieves & therein.  There wete
- mine in the jail chatged with horse stealing
al that time, The meeting had scarcely
adjournod before an armed body of masked
mam, axiimnnted b0 be betwesn one bandeeit
and one hundlred ‘and  fiftw, entered the
town and proceeded. to the jall. - They de.
manded admitthnee, stafing to the ;auuﬁ

PR

jail door, and the cross-barred iron cage, in
which the ujne .p«ré,sogem werg confined,
was soon resched. Piring {hen and
the entire number of .prisoners were shat.
down like dogs., Some sixty shots were
fired juto the hodles' of those unfortanmte
men, uob-ous of whom was left breathing.
Father and soms, and brothers, were mss-
sacred in thwt small den of only twelve by
twelve fost. The npmes of those killed
i are as follows: W. L. Colemon, crime;
kmmg his wiféd In Coryell county; £ man
pamed  Cron,~ horse-stealing; Winflelg
Beckwith, robber;é Marion McDonskdson,
hosse-stenling.d. .T. MeDonzldson {father),
ssonult with-tntentto kfll; W, F. Smis

a prisoner from Denton; ﬁ!wowfzn, - Borse-
-itealing; Henry Grimbles, murder; John
Dailey, aljas ddemandar, rohbery of store.

sty iemsoroet AR

- e I *- N .
‘A KANsAS papar says: “The histg
27,000 package which - Col. York flo
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5508 Laturs is apain engagl ¢
lic attention.  Mr. Francis, the m?ﬁte
Tressurer has recel for it, and reporis
it among the list of valuable papers in his
keeping. 'What to do with Jt is the sll-abs
sorbing question. York, who surrondersd
it as gxglri mémemn heve nona of it.
Bommerty sbafupothag it wis plvenl to Xiodk
s Wip:han pejinquished sll
claim tp it JHenes Ghare sppears $o be no
ownen® oo, i o r
NN . 7.
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u hoiel propristor at Havena “4e ‘Borewith

PTv “.‘“fi"‘

[ Fridayat 4 p.
i ol

1k 5»’1“1?'? §ena.f,remm‘br

Houston Telcgraph, My 29." """ w’a"x‘ri

been srrested and placed in the Belton jai). | .
Hets.' * i Monday {.

' connty of them, and to'guard the jall from |

' 'Isg said McKes, as [ believe, knew befp &

office of the Newspaper Undem, 3t £lo
' maail bad not been yobbed, andd made 4
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t, and alsg io notify the City Comssedl «
theeir “ory fon. : K L
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" iy :i' s ,migm b ‘w,_»f.»w’z‘. <
! William Soost;the spod losking W‘
s man, bes o the vity afier |

U Sigphen McGavock, of Frauklis, whe i
been ‘g&anding ‘Medical lectures :? g
Lowis for the past geven months, was in $
. .

vof ‘the Memphi
Aralanthe, was quartered st the Maxwe.
House yesterday. * = v - ¥
- e, Alplesnse Joanard and belde, vatuene
Jast evening from Louisvite and Cincinnat
In the former city, they weme the gnes!
ote

of M. Kean, Esq., of the Louisville
A

ym, P, . 5. .an
B W, ) 3. Hirmchbe u% k)
Taylor and C. W. Rowlind, of Cincinnat
werg tn Nushvilie yesteniay,en route to th
Cotton Exchange Convention a¢  August,
The -Nashvitle delegation e the Coktn
Exchange Convention at Augnsta, left i
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that city yesterday. -

.. Ee Mall Bokbery st AL,
the Union and Americen.

To .
Cantnage, Tenn., June 4.k ﬁdg{}
paper L find a ahort article purpostiog to.

the sebatance of a commuinjeation from ]
Postmaster pt  Carthage, addressed to t1|
Nashville Newspaper Union, stating th:
thert’ ¥as & robbery of tha mail om the 26t
njt. somevwhére on the atage Fne betwee
‘Oxrthage and  Gallstth. Beiog th prese
;mall-carrier, I feel that it s due tomyse -
Lo suswer said: communieation. - Ths fag
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: it : . ate se'follows: There was & registored e
sich was made he would - bo e, | 1T mled: 8t Gollaiin, for Cariage, o0
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with " » - sledge.  hasumer,. etc, aux;iinof kf’i which al"mt foundmgf;-(

: L N of its amival at or near 4
the - mob = broke through. :the | GO O S pestmaster, | Yumes 1 G
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Y

with'the largefenvelope torn off. 1.
& pmall envelope, which had bever be
was tevovered the shove smouy -

\‘]

he transmibied said communication. 641

chatye ta shield himself from the char:
of pegligence and to injure me.  The
were passengers on the stage during tixg*.fo
tiré trip who know that the mail ‘way v
robbed while in transitu. - N
T A. G. GLaseow,
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© oot ERUCATIORAL. . ¥
ppgoment Excrdises sg Werd
The Ninth Annual Cominencument
Ward's Sewinacy bogan yestenday mornh
The exercises commenced with s Latin
lutatory by Miss Jennie Claybreok, of T
nne. Interesting essays were re 4 \g)’m
Tda Allen, of Nushville; Miss Kittie Rope .
wy Bate, "

of Wallls Station; Miss M.
Nashville; - Miss - Isnbells * Binckbura, -
‘Natehes, Miss; Miss Bettie Cabbler,
Nashrille, Miss Roberin L. Ohsdesll,
Id; Miss Blla Conper, Kiss Adadi
ell Desderick, Miss Mary Ellon]
woville, of Nashville; Miss Buiile, y
of Hugtsville, Ala.; Miss Mlldred T ¥o
of  Arkansas; pﬂm Sallle Green, o
_ Antonio, Texas; ' MWiss Ein,
Henry, of ' Guntererille,  Akibin
T he Jarge chispel in whidh the expren”
ware held was crowded with paremmd 6F ¢
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% GREAT MOMENTS*

1933
KING'S RANSOM
OIL SAVES THE KING RANCH.
ne of the abiding notions of
Texas folklore is that ranchers
greeted the arrival of the oll
age with hostility. Ranchers,
the myth holds, lived in a pure
assoclation with the land,
which was forever defiled
when the drilling began. Hostility there
may have been, but the truth is that
ranching was saved by oil. The King
Ranch s the most striking case in point.
In 1933 the great ranch was in danger of
being broken up and sold, It was more
than $3 milllon In debt, a hopelessly
large burden consldering that even In its
best years the cattle operations seldom
cleared more than $200,000. Instead of
resisting the oilmen, as Bick Benedict
had In Giant, ranch patriarch Bob Kle-
berg sought them out—at first, to no
avall; Gulf, Shell, and Texaco turned him
down. Finally Humble said yes. In ex-
change for a loan to pay off the ranch’s
debts, Humble received what was then
the largest oil and gas lease In the coun-
try. Humble did nothing but explore the
ranch for six years; for another six it
drilled only near fields adjacent to the
ranch. In 1945 Humble risked a wildcat
well. It came in, Within elght years, so
did 649 more. Oil not only saved the

King Ranch; It made it richer by far than
it had ever been. © —PAUL BURKA

seo-issr

USTIN, JANUARY 31, 1884. THE

Open Range died here today after a

brief life of less than twenty years,
far from the Staked Plains where it was
born. It had been in ill health ever since the
introduction of barbed wire in 1876. Death
was attributed to a law, enacted here today
by the Texas Legislature, that made fence-
cutting a felony.

As befitted its rugged reputation, the de-
cedent had made a valiant fight for surviv-
al. When wealthy cattlemen fenced off
pastures and water—cutting off schools,

THE OPEN RANGE

O e R A

Mors 777"“7 - (T84

churches, even the seat of Archer County
in the process—the free-grassers, who
couldn't afford fences, let alone land,
brought out the wire cutters. The chdos
was front-page news as far away as Chica-
go: HELL BREAKS LOOSE IN TEXAS! the
headline read. WIRE-CUTTERS DESTROY
500 MILES OF FENCE IN COLEMAN COUN-
TY. But the patient never had a chance to

recover in Austin, where the Legislature
was dominated by unsympathetic Fast
Texas farmers. Even concealment of wire
cutters was made a crime.

The Open Range is survived by the
sanctity of property rights, the concept that
a man crosses another man’s fence at his
peril, and also by the most powerful of all
the Texas myths, ~PAUL BURKA

RANGEWARR

1902: Cattlemen hire a gunslinger.

RN HISTORY COLLECTION/UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA

F U \he High Plains was still grazing
land in 1902, the year cattlemen
paid Killin’ Jim Miller $500 to as-

sassinate the nesters’ mouthpiece, James

Jarrott. The murder was supposed to put

the fear of God in the nesters and send

them back where they had come from.

But it didnt work out that way,

Twenty-five families had crossed the
plains in covered wagons in the winter of

’02. Despite cattlemen’s threats of a range

war, they began buying state-owned land

that had previously been leased to ranch-
ers along a strip of grassland extending
from just west of Lubbock to the state
line. Jarrott, a former legislator who was
acting as their agent and lawyer, had suc-
cessfully defended the nesters’ claim in
several lawsuits, The patience of the cow-
men was about exhausted. They had
taken the plains from the Indians and
considered it morally if not legally their
property forever. That’s when they de-

43

A gunslinger’s fate: Killin’ Jim Miller (left) ends up on the wrong end of the rope.

cided to practice a little six-gun justice.

The cowmen hired Miller, a onetime
Texas Ranger turned prolific professional
killer. More a bushwhacker than a gun-
fighter, he preferred to shoot his victims
in the back. That was how he supposedly
nailed Pat Garrett. As was his style, Mil-
ler waited behind a windmill tower and,
when Jarrott stopped to water his team of
horses, pumped the lawyer full of lead, It
tool five shots to kill Jarrott. “He was the
hardest man to kill [ ever shot,” Miller
admitted later,

After gunning down at least a dozen
people, Miller ran out of luck in 1909
when he was Iynched along with three
Ollahoma “cowmion who had commis-
sioned him to kill a vival, The cattlemen
who financed the murder of James Jar-
rott didn’t fare much better. Jarrott be-
came a martyr, and the nesters became
some of Lubboclk’s richest and most re-
spected pioneers. —GARY CARTWRIGHT

TEXAS MONTYHLY




TERAS LYNCHINGS,

"LYNCHED IN HIS CELL: MOB EXEK ENTERS TEXAS JAIL AND CﬁﬂLSﬂNEGRO TO
CELL DOOR:. Long View, Texas, March 1ll, 1905-Julius. Levens, a negro
imprisoned in the Jall here,charged with assault upon Carl Anderson,
was shot dead today in hls cell by a mob., The mob entered the jail
and forced the jaller to deliver the keys to the upper confinement,
From they they called the negro to the front of the cell, telling
him their intentions.: The negro' asked and received permission to
write 'to his ‘mothér, Returhing 6 the cell door 9@_w§s¢§€0t¢“Iﬁ

s date aréh 15, 1905 - sent n Raalte, was
%g%@%%%kn%¥&%g?fr qﬁpeg_ercb 15, 1905 gen .by_ a{““ -t
"NEGRO LYNCHED WOR:SHOOTING MARSHAL: Roseburg, Texss, Dec, 20, 1901~
BXHE que'Mills,fa,negro,,who shot -and fatally wounded City Marshal
Williams today, was taken from. jail by a mob- tonight and Lynched,"
TIMES, New York, NY 12-21-1901, L R :

"MoCULLOUCH, Deputy Sheriff (no given rame) - killed in a fight with
'Mexican Frank!' at Ganasgia, near Fernandez,  Frank was lynchted July
28, 1882,‘Galqeston, Texas," Undated note frbom Van -Raalte, -

ANKFREX BN RNERX AT SHEKR, o R

”Onaqgg, Tex., Aug. 15, 1889=Tim Brooks, the man arrested- yesterday,
charged with having ‘criminglly assaulted an old lady near here, was

taken from the guards by a mob of about 300 men and hanged to a tree
nearby, A perfect fusilade wgs Fired into him after he was hauled up e
He was arl escaped XHMEX' convict from the Louisiana penitentiary,"
BANNER, Nashville, TN, August 15, 1889, X B -

"WO LYNCHER IN TEXAS; TOTAL IS‘8 IN TWO WERKS. - Houston, Tex., May
20, = Two colored men, one 60 and the other 25 years old, were
lynched in Texas towns todey for -attacks on' young white girls, making
elght lynched for the crime in the last two weeks in this state and
Arkansas, @ Mose Bozier, 60, was hanged by a mob ‘of 300 near Alleytown,
Joe Winters was ‘burned 'st the stake in the courthouse yard at Conroe
while thousands of persons, including womén and children, looked on ,
He admitted assaulting a 1l year old girl," . TRIBUNE, Chicago, Ill.,
May 21, 1922 (1) - : . R r |

N s ' o R - ' v
"Conroe, Tex,, May 20 (AP) - Joe Winters, negro, 25 gears old, was
burned at the stake in the courthouse yard here this afternoon,
Thousends of persons, including women and children, witnesse d the
burning, Winters, just before the mateh was touched to his
oll saturated clothing, admitthd an attsck upon a ~year-o0ld
white girl near Leonidas, The burning of Winters folléwed a

long chase with bloodhounds," POST, Waghington, D, C, 5-21~1922,

"Columbia, Tex., May 20 - Mose Bozier, § 60 years old negro,
wos hanged t0 a tree today by a mob of 200 persons near
KXXEXHEWR Alleyton, after he had heen taken from officers who
were holding him on a charge of an attaeck on a young white

girl yesterday." POST, Washington, D, C,, May 21, 1922,
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bond in Cass county district  court.
Two indictménts were returned
against him, one charging aldipg and
abetting A. €., Townley, former
pregident of the National Nonparti-|8s8
san league, Willam Lemke, iformer
attorney general of North" Dakota,
and others in alleged ewmbezzlement
of $3,000 from the Fargo bank, The
other indictment charges MdAunemy
with compliclty in alleged embezale~
ment of $218,378 from the Fargo bank,

Xggen will come to Fargoion his
own recognjzance to .answér the
charges, but Sherman, the isgherift
sald, has indicated he will fight ex-
tradition. Hasings has received a
few: ys respite  because pt his
wife's i{Tness.

Those arrested previously ate Wile
liam Lemke, George A. Totten, Je,
former secretary of the Natlonal
Nonpartisan league and Lars; Chris-
tianson, former officer of thd Scan-
dinavian-American bank. They were
arrested Friday. H

3
H
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HARDING WITHDRAWS
UPTON NOMINATION

Senators Would Confirm Wife
for Trade Board, but Think
Ohioan Not Qualiﬁe(j. )

W

(Ploneer Prass Washington %umu.)

Washington, May 20.—President
Harding today withdrew from the
Senate the nomination of Dr. George
W. Upton of Warren, Ohio, fdr mem-
ber of the Federal /Trade commission.

JThe no tion/ of Dr. Upton was
sent to thetSenate some monf.hs 880,
it is sald, was in compliment to his
wife, Mrs., Harriet Taylor] Upton,
prominent suffragist, and vide chalr-
man of the Republican national come
nixittee in charge of women's activi-
ties,

The interstate commerce committee
would not recommend him for con-
firmation on the ground that he had
no special qualifications for the office
and the President was advised to
withdraw the nomination rather than
to have it turned down by the Sen.
ate. Some senators said theinomina-
tion smacked too much of payment of
a political debt.

Mrs, Upton, who did so muich work
for the Republican party in 1920, is
understood to have declined to accept
any publle oftice as a reward for her
services,

However, it {s said, she dld let the
President know that & Fedeval place,
such as the trade. commlsaiop would
be acceptable to her' husbpnd and
highly pleasing to her. Thelcommit.
tee, it {s. sald, would have Heen glad
to approve the nomination had it been
Mrs. Upton instead of her htlxsband

Don't put off till tom rﬁerpow the
‘Want Ad that you can rfin today.

‘Where Machines Flourish,

Although the reporter can be trust-
ed without a guardian in & fair game
of chance, the machines marked him

as ment and drink, He lost most of
his nickles, and the contributions were
made at the following addresses:

230 East Seventh street,

215 East Seventh atreet.

408 Minnesota street,

464 Wabasha street.

Soft drink saloon Kast Ninth
and Jackson atreeta,

2 447 Cedar styreet,

346 Cedar street.

498 St. Peter street.

293 West Sevently street.

336 Rice street,
© 395 Rice street,

492 Rice street,

-And one #ibley street bartender was
#20 genial that the investigator forgot
moral righteousness of the contem-
plated expose, and hé didn’t drop a
nickle into the machine Atanding
there.

The alot machines bring patronage,
there waa no doubt of that. The hub-
bub of voices in places where the ma-
chines wera operating made it ap-
parent from the street that some spe-

Coqtinysd 2, Column 2.

1
ONE : .
Mobs - Take 8wift Action
Against Calored Man,

(By Astociated Press.)
Columbus, Texas, May 20 —>3lose
Bozier, 60 years old, colored, wag
hanged to a tree today by a mobd of
300 persons near Alleyton, after he
had been taken from offlcers who

were holding him on a charge of an
attack on & young white girl Friday.

»”

Texas

Youth Burned in Texas,

Houston, Tex., May 20.-—Joa Win-
ters, 19 yearg old colored, tdentifled
a8 the youth who Friday 'mackﬂd a
white girl near Leonldas, Montgom.
ery county, waa burned to death in
the court houms square at Conroe,
this afternoon.

" EAT SHOP SAFE CRACKED.

CracRsmen Entsar Building From
Fire Escape; Loot Not Known,

Sledgehammer cracksmen knocked
the combination oft a safe In Eat
Shop No. 3, Sixth and TWabasha
streetx, Saturday nlght, escaping
with the contents, the value of which
will' not be determined until George
M, st.zmghton, manager, can be noti.
fled.

The cmckamen antered the Eat
Shop roomna through & second story
window, which was reached by a fire
escape from tha roof.

The robbery was discovered shortly
before midnight. by Joseph Itinen,
watchman .of the building.

Eight Reliet Banks Stolen.

- Bight collectlon banks. distributed
by the Rusasian relief committee in
Minneapolis have been stolen within
twenty-four houm. according to po.

~ ] =Adv.
L
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SOME OF T “BIG:

FEATURESTODAY

WHAT I-h‘\F'PEN,&A © THE HUN.
“dreds of thousands of |discarded
autos? .M. Retlaw has dlacovered
the answer; and his-article thereon
has*® insplred Clare pman to
verse. Puge 1, Sec. 2. . o

YOUR - RADIO PUZZLI! 8 - ANS-
wered; wirelesa construdtion work
detailed; vprograms of ‘the week
fnrecast. Pages 3 and 3, Jec. 4.

{nto the melfing pot in the Univer-
ity of Minnesota’s school at Hop
kina, Page 7, Sec, 4.

BERTHA MOLLER, mNNESOTA

* chairman of the Natlonal ‘Woman's
. party, is preparing for a new fray
for women’s rights, with a law
course at the Univeraity of Minne-
sota. DPage 7, Sec. 4,

ANNOUMCING THE COMING OF A

& otion plrelure acior.

Valentino game out the following
statement:

“] was {nformed by my friends that
a marriage across the horder under
the Mexican laws would be wvalid.
On my arrival at Mexicall, the ques-
tion of the validity again grose and
1 was told by American officers at
Mexicalt that the marriags would
be legal and was also so Informed by
\Ie'ﬂcan officials,

Decided to Separate,
“On returning to California, I was
advised by my attorney, Mr., W. I

Gilbert, that the validity of the mar.
rlage might be queationed in Cali-

Continued on Pags 2, cmmn 1.

SLURS ON DAUGHERTY
LAID TO PROFITEERS

Thomas‘ B. Feider, Former As-
sociate, Sees Effort to Block
« War Pr sacut'bon§,"~\

New York, May 20.1Thomas B,
Felder, former Georgia attormey, {o-
night {ssued a atatement in defense
of Attorney General Daugherty,
charged by Senator Carawsy of Ar-«
kansas with having been e¢logely cons
nected with the release of C W,
Aorse, New York shipbuilder, from
Atlanta Pederal penitentiary in 1312,

Senator Caraway today told the
Benate he thought 3Mr. Daugherty
should resign his post,

Mr. Felder stated thar ke had learn.
ed that & number of persons and
many firms who viclated laws during
the war with war contracts were
interested In a schema to discredit
the Attorney General and ths De-
partment of Justice in an effort to

sidetrnck movements to bring them
10 punishment.

Calls Daughterty Unswearving,

“The Attorney General,” he stmted,
“ix not the type of man who can be
either deterred or intimidated in the
discharge of hiz dutles. No Indivi.
dual in ths Fovernment, in private or
cfiicial life, ean influence him in the
slightest degree.

vSeveral d-nys ago I addressed to
Scnator Caraway. a communication
in respect to my employment to rep-
resent C. W, Morse in obtaining hias
release from the penitentlary ana
also in certain ¢ivil matters, It
seems that he has read into the rec.
ord what he designated as a phooe
static copy of & contrac: Morse mads
with me.

- Paid Wlth Stock'

Mr, Felder tonight told- a repre-
sentative of- the Naw. York World
that he had been paid in cash and
in stock, which he. now conziders
$£25000 fee which.

penitentiary . ;
‘had offered Mr. Daushertr his nha.ra
of the stock but Mr. Daugherty ha.dy
retuaed to accept it )

RESICN, I8 DEMAND ;
ON ATTORNEY GENERAL. ;

b . (ByAscolated Press.) -
Wuhmgton, May 'G*Communica-f

ﬂons purported “to” have passed bas

tween Attorney Gensral Daugherty;

'f‘hcmu.a B, Felder, former G2orgia ate
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* Wardick gang, N
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-

the “Cart War” of 1857, Most
were Mexican cartmen’ whom outlaw
“cart cutters'” gunned down, The rest
were cart cutters themselves, many
hanged by vigilantes. Among the most /
notorious of those cart cutters were'the
The Cart War erupted in the summer
over freight prices from the seaport of
Indianola to San Antonio, Mexican cart-

(LAeD (S Goog

'Hunt for the Wardick Gang

. eve:;ty men'dled in Goliad and .
Karnes counties in Texas during

By DAVID F.. CROSBY

men monopolized the lucrative freight
trade by underbidding locals, Texas
freighters thought they could not com-
pete with the Mexican carters, who lived

like gypsies, so they began a campaign .

to drive them out of business.

The Wardick brothers—Nick, John, '

and Bryan—were particularly aggres-
sive against Mexican carters passing

through Goliad. Freighters by occupa-

_tion, the Wardicks ran off the Mexicans’

oxen at night and cut the spokes of their
cart wheels. Latet they turned to steal-
ing loads .and shooting Mexicans,
_Prominent citizens at first encouraged
such. raids, but were appalled .at-the
wanton thiévery and murder that en~
sued after they told lawmen to look the
other way. The United States Army
sent troops from San Antonio to éscort
loads with government supplies, and

- Mayor Briscoe and Best cut the men down, leaving the nobses _arou'nd,fheiri necks,

and carried them back to their cell. They laid the men on the floor—a cruel gift for LT

their sister, Katherine Jones, when she brought them breakfast. .
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Soon, Dr. John Page, a wealthy
farmer, and another posse ‘captured
John Wardick and a Mr. Goldman in a
little house in Pecan Mott. The men
agreed to surrender without a fight after
Dr. Page promised them a fair trial in
a regular court. i

Instead the vigilance committee tried
them and quickly sentenced them to
death, At 8:00 p.m.' committee members

bound behind their backs and hoods
covering their heads, from their Goliad
jail cell to the Catholic cemetery, where
a hanging tree waited. A plank between
two flour barrels served as a makeshift
gallows, and -the ‘vigilante escorts
tricked the hooded prisoners onto the
board, ‘ ' N

John Wardick, probably suspecting

the lood so he could spit. When Best
lifted the hood, Wardick looked at the
crowd waiting to watch him hang and
spotted Dr, Page, He cursed the man
and offered to give his three freight’
wagons and eighteen oxen to any man

shotgun to deal with Page. .
Wardick conducted himself bravely
until he realized he had no chance of
escape, Then he shook uncontrollably
until his knees buckled. Several mem-
bers of the vigilance committes propped
him up, then hanged him, ’

clan, whom the vigilantes considered too
old to be a threat, only one male War-
dick, Bryan, remained alive. The
vigilantes began to hunt him down.

A POSSE found Bryan Wardick
gambling in La Bahia, the Mexican sec-
tion of Goliad, The posse took a shot at
Wardick, who ran to the'San Antonio

caps of his six-shootér, and he could not’
return the posse's fire. Mortally wound-

died. Posse members scraped out a
quick grave in the sand and rolled him-
into it, The Wardick men would cut no
more carts. o
Other cart-cutters met similar fates at
the hands of “Judge Lynch,” many
beneath the same tree where Nick War-
dick and Browning had died. It became

1858 the “cart war” crisis had passed,
Today the Cart War Oak still spreads
‘its powerful limbs across the Goliad
county courthouse square,. Instead of a
gallows, though, the tree now provides’
friendly shade on a hot Texas day.

A
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The last mob lynching

Central Texas town recalls ‘Santa Claus’ case 65 years ago

By MAYBELLE TROUT
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

EASTLAND — At first glance, it
looks more like a marker for a grave
than a monument to civic outrage
that led to violence.

_ The granite slab at the corner of

‘North Mulberry and White streets,

across the street and just north of the

.Eastland County Jail, discreetly

marks the location of the last mob
lynching in Texas.

On Nov. 19, 1929, Marshall Ratliff,
30. a convicted bank robber, was
pulled from the Central Texas jail,
futilely begging for his life as angry
citizens carried him across the
street and strung him up for fatally
shooting a jailer. according to yel-
lowing coples of the Eastland Tele-
gram.

Law officers were noticeably ab-
sent during the hanging, which was
rumored around the county hours in
advance and attracted hundreds of
spectators.

Ratliff, who landed in prison for
his part in the “Santa Claus robbery”
of a Cisco bank two years earlier,
had killed “Uncle Tom" Jones, 55, a
well-liked jailer, during an unsuc-
cessful attempt to escape the East-
land jail.

The hanging is still an embarrass-
ment to many Eastland County resi-
dents, but some who were in the
crowd that crisp fall night 65 years
ago are now willing to talk about it.

According to reports, hundreds,
perhaps thousands, witnessed the
lynching, but none was charged with

-a crime. A common alibi, according

to news reports of the time, was that
the likely suspects “were all home,
playing cards” during the hanging.
Homer Smith, 86, former clerk of
the 11th Court of Appeals in East-
land, was working as a clerk in the

“county tax assessor-collector’s office

the day of the hanging.

J.C. Poe and his high school bud-
dies at Carbon High School had just
finished rehearsing their senior play
and had gone to downtown Carbon,

eight miles from Eastland, when

they heard that a hanging would take
place that night.

Smith said he, his two brothers and
a neighbor drove back to town about

-8:30 p.m. when they heard that a
. hanging was planned.

 “The crowd at the jail was so thick
+we had to go around to the south
_side,” Smith recalled. “There was

standing room only.”
The warm day had turned chilly,
he recalled, with a north wind whip-

- ping through the crowd.
. "“The south door opened and they

%
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brought the robber out right beside
us,” Smith said. "Ratliff was naked.
One man had hold of each limb. I
knew all the men. Ratliff was crying
and praying.”

A rope was thrown over a guy wire
between two poles across the street
from the jail, but it broke under
Ratliff's weight, Smith said.

“Someone ran to a lumber yard at
the corner of Seaman and White
streets and got a coil of heavier rope.
This time, the rope held.

“They hung him naked,” Smith
said. “Afterward, somebody slipped
a pair of pants on his body as it
slowly turned and twisted on the
rope.”

Poe said he and his high school
pals drove from Carbon to Eastland
and pushed through the crowd to the
east side of the jail.

“It wasn't but a little bit until one
of the men who came to town with
me was helping to bring him down,”
Poe recalled recently.

He said Ratliff tried to fight loose
until the same Carbon man who had
accompanied Poe hit Ratliff “as
hard as he could” on Ratliff's left
side. "I never saw him move again,”
Poe said. _

Unlike other witnesses, Poe said
Ratliff was wearing khaki pants held
up by a rope belt as he went to his
ideath. After he died, the crowd cut
wff bits of the rope belt for souvenirs,
sPoe said.

James Wright, manager of the'

Eastland Chamber of Commerce,
said he had heard the rope belt story,
too.

“That rope must've been 30 miles
long,” he said, “because pieces of it
have turned up in hundreds of homes
around here,”

The day after the hanging, Smith
recalled, County Attorney Joe Jones

" came through the courthouse asking

people what they knew about the
hanging.

“I know plenty,” Smith said he
replied.

“You do no such of a thing!” his

41“)053, Tax Assessor-Collector Ott

‘They hung him
naked. Afterward,
somebody slipped a

“pair of pants on his

body as it slowly
turned and twisted on
the rope.’

Homer Smith, 86

Hearn, said quickly. That ended the
questions.

Witnesses to the lynching said Rat-
liff was cut down and taken to the
Hamner Funeral Home. where his
body was embalmed and placed in a
$50 coffin.

The body was taken to a downtown
Eastland furniture store and put on
public view. Finally. it was turned
over to Ratliff's mother, who took
her son's body to Fort Worth, where
he was buried by Shannon's Funeral
Chapel.

The Eastland funeral home's
burial record lists the cause of death
as "hanging by a mob.”

The beloved jailer whom Ratliff
had shot died shortly after learning
that his assailant had been lynched.

Ratliff had been one of four men
convicted as “Santa Claus bandits”
in the Dec. 23, 1927, robbery of First
National Bank in Cisco. He had
donned a Santa Claus outfit as a
disguise, newspaper reports said. A
bank employee and the Cisco police
chief were killed in a shootout.

With Ratliff were Louis Davis,
Henry Helms and Robert Hill, Davis
was shot and killed at the bank;
Helms died in the electric chair in
Huntsville; and Hill became a model
prisoner, released on parole in the
1940s and never heard from again.

Ratliff was sentenced to 99 years
in prison in one trial and received
the death sentence in another, ac-
cording to court and newspaper re-
cords, He was on death row in
Huntsville when his mother, Rilla
Carter of Cisco, filed an affidavit on
Oct. 24, 1928, contending that her son
was insane.

He was returned to Eastland
County on Oct. 28, 1929, for a new
trial but attempted his escape before
that trial began.

The Eastland Chamber of Com-
merce erected the marker com-
memorating the hanging as part of
the city’s trail of historic sites, a
spokeswoman said. :
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DORMAN H. WINFREY TEXAS LIBRARY AND

DIRECTOR AND LIBRARIAN HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Augusg 22, 1975

Mr. Watt Espy, Jr.
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Headland, Alabama 36345

Dear Mr. Espy:

With reference to your letter of August 7, I made mention of a hanging
in Rusk County in my History of Rusk County, p. 38-41.

It is a pleasure to send you Xerox copies of the above pages.
Sincerely yours,
Dorman H. Winfrey
Director and Librarian _
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CHAPTER IV _
CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCﬂON

The census of 1860, which was taken from June 6 through A

August 11, gives some indication of the prosperity which

"Rusk County had enjoyed in the late 1850’s. Twenty-one

persons reported estates of more than $30,000. The censu
lists the names of those so reporting as follows: .
Value of Estate

Name Age Occupation Real Personal
Estate Estate

R. H. Cumby 34 farmer $22,600  $38,000
M. D. Ector ‘32 merchant 30,700
Webster Flanagan 27 merchant 4,300 47,350
John Foster 40 merchant o 31,000
W. H. Street 47  merchant 34,000
Flanagan & Yates merchants 60,000
C. E. Hall 40 ‘ 8,000 55,800
S. A. Devereux (F) 33 70,000 66,000
Taylor Brown 34  farmer 42,674 50,000
J. W. Flanagan 54 lawyer 37,940 91,650
E. H. Flanagan (F) 31 11,200 57,150
Wiley Harris 37 farmer 11,090 32,000
S. W. March 35 M.D. 150,000 75,000
Allen Birdwell 58 farmer 10,844 37,850
Albert Tatum 56 farmer 12,000 50,000
Willie Watson 38 farmer 9,600 53,300
John Griffin 70  farmer 7,000 46,900
John Pruitt , 56 farmer 18,750 70,800
J. G. Garland 30 farmer 16,500 35,500
EL ? 51 farmer 10,000 70,000
A. C. Whatley 47  farmer 6,700 37,000*

On Sunday night, August 5, a few days after the census
had been completed in Henderson, the town burned. The
fire began about eight o'clock in an old unoccupied shop

immediately behind Wiggins, Hogg and Felton’s Drug Store

on the south side of the square. The whole south side of
the square was in flames in a few minutes.?

It was believed that the fire was caused by an incen-
diary, because it was not the first fire to take place in
1Eighth United States Census (1860), Population Schedule
(Microfilm), Archives Collection, University of Texas Library, Austin,

2 Matagorda Gazette, August 22, 1860, quoting the Marshall
l_lepublican, August 11, 1860,
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Texas during that year.? “The darhage in Henderson was

o ‘ severe, the total loss being :
‘ . placed at i
v P fﬁ;i‘éo'&a-fd?nsured, leaving a net loss 0§2$2201€05%00f Fonty-
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no faith in the reported conspiracy, and neglected
to appoint a patrol or to set a watch.”®s

The State Gazette at Austin carried the following ac-
count of the investigation of the fire:

Henderson, August 14, 1860.

. « . A committee of fifty-two of the best citizens
of the town and county, have been selected, have
been in close session and correspondence with the
neighboring counties since the first excitement occa-
sioned by the fire and loss subsided. . . . They believe
that emissaries are throughout the state, directly
under the control of the Abolition Aid Society of
the North, and furnished by that organization with
any requisite amount of means and money.

That their object is to produce a well digested
plan, which by fire and assassination will finally
render life and property insecure, and the slave by
constant rebellion a curse to the master... .?

The fire made such an impression on those in Hender-
son at the time that as late as 1951, ninety years after
the catastrophe, there were still some Henderson residents
who remembered details of the events. John S. Crow gave
the following account:

I was about eight years old when Henderson
burned in 1860. I went to town with my father
the day after the fire. It burned every house as well
as I recollect except the Flanagan brick building.
There may have been the Davenport Hotel left. It
cleaned Henderson up. I was looking for a knife—
thought maybe I could find one somewhere, The
destruction was a horrible sight to everybody except
an eight year old boy. I remember I was bare-
footed and careful not to burn my feet.

I remember what my father said at the time.
They thought a fellow named Green Herndon, a
Union man, had hired a Negro woman to burn
Henderson. Herndon was a Northerner and was a
pronounced opponent of secession. On the Negro
woman’s ‘testimony a mob gathered. They threw
a loop around his neck, tied it to a saddle horse
which went around the public square dragging Hern-
don to death. Then they hung the body to a tree

~and shot it full of holes. War was in preparation
and people were in fits of anger.?°

8 New York World, August 21, 1860,
® Btate Gazette (Austin), September 15, 1860, :
10 John 8. Crow to D. W., February 22, 1951, University of Texas

Avrchives. On March 5, 1951, Mr. Crow celebrated his ninety-ninth
birthday in Henderson. . . :
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The other Henderson resident at the tirhe' ofn the fire
was Alf Harris, a slave owned by Major John Graham. .

~ Harris recalled: .

The fire burned at daytime and at night. It
was a mighty big fire. It was such a big fire you
could see a pin on the ground at night in my master’s
front yard two blocks away from the square. I think
there was only one building left standing.**

Herndon was buried in an unmarked grave in the Pine
Grove cemetery, nine miles east of Henderson. According
to some accounts, the Negro woman was hanged after she
had given birth to a child sometime after the fire. She
confessed that she had invented the story that Herndon
had paid her to set the fire* Other accounts state that
a vigilance committee tried and found both Herndon and
his Negro servant guilty, and they were hanged on the
night of August 25.% A

On January 8, 1861, an election was held in Rusk County
for delegates to the Secession Convention held in Austin
on January 28. Those elected to represent Rusk County
were James R. Armstrong, A. P. Galloway, M. D. Graham,
and W. C. Kelly.* _

In accordance with provisions passed by the Secession
Convention, Rusk County along with other counties in
Texas, voted on the question of secession on February 23.
The results tabulated in Austin on March 4 showed that
in Rusk County 1376 persons had voted for secession, and
135 persons had voted against it.* The vote for secession

" in Rusk County was the largest of any county in the

state. Smith County ranked second with 1149 votes for
secession.'®

In the Confederate Congress at Montgomery, Alabama,
Malcolm D. Graham of Rusk County, represented Texas
in the House of Representatives. He served first as a
member of the Committee on Ways and Means and later
in February, 1864, as a member of a committee to estab-
lish a bureau of foreign supplies.”” In May, 1864, J efferson

11 Alf Harrls to D. W., June 18, 1050, University of Texas
Archives. On June 19, 1950, Harris celebrated his one hundred and
seventh birthday. . .

12 Henderson Times, November 25, 1937. .

18 Daily Delta (Mew Orleans), September 12, 1860, quoting Hen-
derson Times, date not given. :

14 Brpest. W. Winkler, Journal of the Secession Convention of
Texas, 1861, p. 416. ‘

15 Ibid,, 89

16 Thid,, 90.
17 Journal of the Confederate Congress, III, 799.
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(?RQBABLX LYNCHING) FOR BEING A UNION SYMPATHIZER IN
WISE COUNTY, TEXAS, on October 17, 1862,
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