
---

Volume I, Numbe_r_l.._5 _________________________ J_u_l.,,_y_27.._._, _1-"9_6'""'"3 

Ut omnes unur.-. sint 

During his p::-.pel reign, Pope John XXIII pro uoted o spirit of reconciliation 
bet,,een the Romon Catholic Church and the other comr.iunions of Christendom. Despite 
his de.sth, his plsns for the reconvenin1: of the Ec1menical Council \'Iill be cerried 
out by his successor, Pope Paul VI. For the first time in t;enerations, the divisive 
fr..ctors of the Christian church &re being excrn ined ,,ith a feeling of u1utue.l under
standing and concern never before experienced. This spirit may be accounted for by 
an incressecl desire on t i'le pc, t of all Christicns to relote themselves to the 1-1orld 
and to each other. · 

The term "ecumenical" encorupasses three aspects of the life of the Church: 
church reunion, cburch rene1n1l, encl church lilission. The first, church reunion, fires 
the popular ircic:[inctio n the r..;ost. Hov1ever, it oppears most unlikely that rner:1bers of 
the Protestant, Ro c8n Catholic, and Ort oclox traditions will achieve organic unity 
,-,ithin the near future. There are so nany problems in church polity and practice that 
it will take a lon e time b~fore a unified church could ever m2terialize. However, 
this does not hlecn that the ecumenical moveQent is a foilure since there are many 
other useful and constructive paths thet it hes and will follow. 

The term "church r , ne11al" refers to a return to the prophetic note within the 
Church. In other words, it is the realization on the part of Christians that they 
r,1ust ,-· itness to the need for social juct ::.ce and equality throughout the world. It is 
not enouzh for the Church to be a 1L1ute observer of the dilelTJID8 of 01..1r ti,·:es, it must 
be co;;i. itted Dnd involv;ecl in its solution. The ethical .ri roblems of our society thus 
becoi:,e the passiom·te concern of all members of the coIDL,unity or' faith. 

The finsl thrust of the ecumenical movement is c concern for the mission of the 
Church in the 1·orld . '.·!bile c su1)er-church m:::y not be formed, still it is possible for 
var i ous Christians to participste in the many f s cets of Christian activities through
out the world. Cert~inly the appeal of Christ to "love thy neighbor" does not follow 
sectarian lines. To perpetuate e system of separete, over-lopping institutions for 
the ~n1ri1ose of helpin[ mankind is scornlc1lo1..1s to c 11 Christendom and is £11 offense to 
the s:)irit of the c;rnrch. 

The tragedy of the ec1..11:.1enical Bovement at this time is the failure to find eny 
real voice on the locol level. Too often people ere so involved in the i ntricac ies 
of their oHn c.leno:.:inetiomil systeru thot they becor,:e spiritunlly myopic. Unless 
ne~bers of various com~unions can transcend the verious claims of superiority, then 
no reol progress will be ma de "so that they e ll may be one." 

Editor 

A RAINY SUNDL Y J.,F'IERNOON 

A courageotrn r.,c. 11 like I,:ed gcr Evers, the NALCP \.'orker in Jackson, i iiss issippi who 
risked encl lost his life fi[htin c for the csu s es of civil rie-bts and hum::n dienity, 
should be honored, end the cereu1onies held in front of the New York State Oapi to 1 on 
Suncla~r 8fternoo n , July fourteenth, r2ve us in this crea on opportu~1i ty to honor him 
end to express our own tledicetion to the causes for which he lived and died. 

I for one 1.-:-o s ,chd thc t I could c~evoto 8 little pert of s surtmer ofternoon to 
this purpose, encl I t.rss clso clcd to finc1. crourn.::. six hundred of rny fe llo, · citizens 
there (;i11y not il1ore?). ic:any of the v!Ords spoken (not all) seemed like [OOd 2nd appro
priate words, encl yet I felt VD cue ly 1..mco ~:fort r. ble r·nc 1..mhcppy, end not just because 
of the roin thot :·.•o s nmnin[ 0.01-m the be- c t of uy necl:. 

The spe:. kers I pl ctforrn, erected unJer the t c il of Phil Sherie.en I s horse, ,-ms 
wel l- stocked with represents tives of the s t r te end city [ DVernments, D11d there were 
also sta tements fro m o number of clereyillen, r presentint the 11 :c.:r;jor foiths." It was 
a proper raeu;oricl cer - ~,ony, scnctionecl by both Church encl Stcte. And yet I don't want 
to t:ive the vffOi1[. iL1pression--it ,·r es not e ll shcm end e,npty show. I repeat that a 



number of the speakers were quite s i ncere, and the singing was good. 

;,lhe t then wa s wrong, or, if not ,1ronr, inadequa te? Perhaps only a note of con

trast--Meclgar E vers fightine:: alone in the Southern night, i-.ri th the whole -society in 

which he lived solid ly, deeply , :walevolent l,ty, and unre lentingly arainst him, as con

tra sted with this scene--open, free, riskine only the crease in our pants, and the 

organized mi ght of Stnte and Church appcrently on our side. 

The hypocrisy t: cs not so much in t.he speakers on the ph, tform cs in the audience, 

includin[ mys , lf. There ,·!a s self-deception in our notion that through this ceremony 

we were really i dentify ing with the 1-:edger Evers of our 1-Iorld, the lonely fi3.:hters 

on the frontier s of 1,1an 1 s co nscience. '.-·n1en the represei1 t £: tives of the entrenched 

insti ttitions of oruniz ed society nppec r publicly in behnlf of a cirnse, Pe £.re cele

~"iinc _not the str1.1 ggle but only the victory, and it LiUSt be a victory th0t at least 

some peo ple t hi n~ is Elrea <ly secure. 

But in ccuses lik e thr. t for ,-rhich Med[.Or Evers gave his life, the real bettle 

must co on 1iit l,out end , and the victories are much less than they m£y seem to be. 

Indeed, t he very bless i nt of e cause b power and out ority makes its [ enuine pursuit 

in s ome weys h8rder. Surly, mL ny of us at these ce r emo nies rea liz ed, at lec s t in 

the ·ch2dow e. res s of our 111 inds, tha t l'i t in s i g:ht of our elevat.,ed position on the 

C2pi tol ste~ s 1·ere ports of our own city ,,here there is hard evidence that human 

r _ii:hts _and humane v 2lues a re still being de nied. To demand e:reater performance in 

the service of i c:e t ls t o 1.1hich those in positions of power already r ive loud end 

fairly conv "_ ncin[ sup;_:;ort, seems uncn: teful end unco mp rG>mising. It is the attitude 

of the i.I.tD lcontent , the chronic rebel, the inconsolable. But it i.s also the position 

of the sincere encl the com.:·itted ond those who choo s e and act on the bc: sis of their 

own convictions r c. ther then on the bs sis of 1 :hG t may be the curre:r.tly popular cause. 

Such people will oh 'sys be the lonely fe,:, 2:ncl we will not hold public testimonials 

for such peop le, excep t maybe after t he y a re dead and the re ally herd pert of their 

bo ttle seems to hc ve bien safely won. 

Aml so I am [ lad the. t e t lea st it re.iped on us all--a somewhat cold and pelting 

r a in, for thi s [:_e ve a sli[ ht touch of iron to an otheri:ise somewha t flabby occcsion. 

) e stood our [ round n1 d cl i d not bre ::-Jc end run , even d 1en it poured, but wa s this 

bec a use He t:snte<l to ex1)r e ss our devotion to t e cause of r , solute 2ction in- the face 

of oven!hel .r.J.in[ o:::, posi tio n , or ruer '.' ly becouse 11e felt the pressure of the others 

pre s ent, esp eci a lly t ha t of our duly constituted leaders? 

Stc, ff: . 
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'.'I . H. Leue 

/ Calender of Events: 

I 
/ July 29-r,:r-. John Jennings, re£ional 
/ director of the State Commission 
/ on Human Ri[ hts will speak on the 
/ Black }ius lim Hovement at 8 p .m. 
/ at Brubc cher Hall. 
/ Au[Ust 5-Pasto:c ' /alter Bouman of St. l:Iat-
/ the,-,' s Lutheran Church '\'!ill speali 
/ on the Ecur.aenicol Eovement within 
/ the United Sta tes. 

Skandalon i s the journs 1 of the Ca n,pus Christia n Council during the reg1 ' lar 

se ss io n of t he a cad emic yecr at S~ te. Its a i m he s been to present articles that 

were of interes t cndof concern to the co rm,:ui- ity of f a ith 'ldthin the univers ity com

munity. It h t'.S 1:elcorued 2rticles froro ::. 11 11er,1 bers of the ::: cacl emic co llln!uni ty. If 

s ufficien t i nt er es t i s s:::o\,m , one LJore is sue cc n be published G.urinz the St1lilliler 

s ession. All contributions may be submitt ed in the Stuci.ent I<ail (in lower Drs per 

near t he Co-op ) for the editor, f l a n l ~norcik , or by ca llinr hiru ot HE 6-8948, or by 

leovine t hee r t h i s qni rtr:;e r. t e t l.J.57 State Street. 

It ha s been sutre s ted tha t one woy to meet t h e problem of r acia l discrimina

tion i n em~J loytient i s a ~uota sys ten; \Jh icb ,·.101.1l cl s ssig: n jobs to t h e different 

races on c percent ate hr.sis. Such c system nu:, i nt c. ins the f a lse position that 

skin color r.:iekes o difference in the 1·1ay o ma n ought to be treated. The problem 

of r ucio l d i s crh :i:mtion i n employsent v1ill not be met until we rea lize that race 

is co ... ,,pletely irre levont to cbilit~r to do e job. The quote: sys tem c':oes not meet 

the problem; it circu~vents it and rep l aces one f orm of <l iscrifil inetion with 

another. 



DR. BC'UEA i:'J TO SPEJ.K or ECUi--iENIOi,L i-:OVE:rnNT .~--
Dr. 1.'e.lter -R • Bouman, pEstor of St. Ketthe1;r 1s Lutheren · Church in Albany, will 

speak to students ar.cl f c cul ty of the University on the topic "The Ecumenical Eove
ment in the hmeric cn Church" Aucust 5th a t 8:00 p.m. in Brubocher Hall. 

Dr. Bouman h es recently received his Ph.D. de£ree from the University of 
Heidelbere;, Gernmny, ,-.•here he majored in ecuraenic&l studies. He is currently 
represent½~g the I'.issouri Synod Lutheran Church ct the fourth ;.'orld Faith and Order 
Conference in Lontreal uhere he he s rem:o,rkecl that "It is a sad colllllJentcry on ·the 
ecumenical 11'ovement tha t it has not yet found ree 1 voice in the local situation." 

Dr. I3oumz.n I s lecture i'.' ill be spo,1sored by the Campus Christian Council. 

THE 5UPREI,;E COURT I,ED US ---------
The "Great American !deal" is often cited es a source of inspiration for and 

ruotivntion to octio r: in this country. :·lhile v,e are continually assured of the 
existence of such e n idec 1 there seems to be no consensus on r:1 clefini tion of it. 
r-~any people have no i der, ,-rhot this iC-:ec l · 1dght be and t ose who c:o ccn 't eeree. I 
would C-:efine it as follous: The Great irn1ericcn Ideal is the belief thet no person or 
[roup of ,ersons ha s sufficient irsight and j u<lgment to be a ble to determine the pro
per i;:o f. e of belief e nc~ nctio11 for D 11 other persons or z roups of persons. It is this 
ideo l which is the basis for the First Amendment prohibition a ra inst estsblishment 
of relitioh end the f Uarantee of rel i gious freedom, 

Then the recent Supreme Court clecision on prayer end Bible reridine: in public 
schools was cor r ect both le[Blly end i d ec li s tic a lly. The constitutional ban cgainst 
reli[:ious est£bli sbr.:ent i mp lies the ille,g_c lity of any kind of government support o f 
any relit ious £Tou:, , To use Justice Tom C. Clerk' s t:ords, "In the relotionship 
betv.•een mon Gnd reli g-ion the state is fir i,; ly co;-.1_ itted to s position of neutr ::- lity." 
In the recent cases (Abine:ton School District v. Schempp onC-: I<urray v.- Curlett) the 
stete was on the side of tho s e who believe in God, especially t ose who ree:0rd the 
Bible e s holy scripture--Shristian~ &nd Jews. In violction of the Americen Ideal the 
f OVernrJents of Pennsylvcnio and }~aryhnd as s ertetl, throue:h lav.r s providing for Bible 
re&dings Dn<l lJ r ::- yers, thct Christiens :rncl Jet.' S do have sufficient irisight find judg
ment to say tha t their beliefs ere ri ght for ell men. 

' .• 'hile the 0.ecis ion 1·rn s e correct one, it l'!fl S not a very ha ppy one for Chris
ti£,ns. '.le c:o ossert thst our faith is right for ell n:;en end tha t '..r e hs ve the respon-
sibility to s ay so ,·1henever 1·1e have the op~;ortun i ty. The 6upreme Court has soid 
that ,rn will not cet th8t op / ortuni ty in the public Echools. '..ie @ust seek it 
else1.,bere. 

lie are pr, rtic , 1 lcrly interested in find in[ v ays to trc in our young people in the 
Christia n foith. There a re three obvious instituti ons for such tr8inine: the home, 
the church, e nd pa roc '. ial schools. · The ho we is potentially the ~--e t po1.' c:- rful. Chil
dren sp end r"ost of t eir time e.t home ancl rr0in ,t any cttitt1des, prejudice! , end belief::. 
fro m their p Eren r. . The me. jar problem is tha t tl1e home muct be Christfan in order to 
nise Christivn cbiltl r r n. The c hurch ccn contribute to the j ob of raisin& Christian 
youth beccuse it is the institution lilost clirectly concerned l!ith c rticulating Chris
tion belief and · pre ctice. But the church often doe ; a poor job of articu l::. tion ond 
often is not heerd. Porochiel schools b cve the c dvcntace of cou,binine: secular ond 
r r lifious e~uce tion but hcf the clis c<l vont ece of hirh cost. 

':.'e cvnnot con<l e• n the Supreme Court for prohibitine: u s the use of c p htform 
which ,·: cs not co i1 stih1tion8lly ourc . Thot is its job. Our job is to uake the fullest 
use _of those plc t f orrw--home, church, pc rochial s chool--,1hich a re rie:htfvlly ours. 

To• Bartlow 

The Trials and Perils of Giving Away Coca-Cola 
or 

I ~{as 8 Teen-Ag-e Coke Shop 

Every evenine:: a t 7:30 p.m. on Sundcy through Thursday, bo people work st a 
Coke Shop on Hcmil ton Street in the South Enc of Albeny. The Coke Shop is sponsored 
by the Oim pus Christion Council rrncl is c voiloble to e ll the teenarers of the neigh
borhood, Coca-Col a , dc ncinr to records of va ryinr quality, [ Bmes, and the opportunity 
to i:et to[ether, have bee n the prirnc. ry entice111ents for the kids. For the p::.i rtici
pants of the pro [ r em , the progr cm off ers ~ chance for pc rticipotion end st • cly on · 
the problems of the Inner-City. The nm jor need of t he group is 8 fe1·1 roore volunteers 
for the reL-,c inder of the su;,Ler ser- nion. The time i nvolved is t , 10 eveninrs c ueek 
for three hours en evening . If no ne,-· people join the c roup then it uill be forced 
to curtc. il its effort:: in the South End. 1,nyone interested r,ay C(!)J t.n ct the Rev. Gere ld 
Pletz c t either 465-0524 (his ho:me) ·or at :.1e s t illinster Presb terien Church (HE 6-8544) 
or T om Bartloi·1 ot his home (HE 6-894D). 



SC IEJ:-rCE AFD RELIC-ION 

(Editor I s note: The follovling is s. text from a syrnposium on the role of 

science in religion. Tb.is is pert of the reply of Dr. Robert Rankin 

0ho is the Visiting Asf ociate Prdfes ~or of Sociology from Chico State 

College in Chico, California.) 

This leads me to suggest th&t we cen~ot rest content here to define r e ligion in 

this broad, funct i ona l sense. It is important to spe ~k of a s pecific religious 

system. Let us td;:e for exarr,p le the r licious S/ Stern i-' i th 11.·hich '. '.e 8re rnost fcu.1iliar . 

We need not imply that it is the only functional reli g ion--the only true religion--

we only sa y th:: t it i s the t:.}o r.: t coEE'•Jon religious exp res ,. ion in ·. :es tern Civilization. 

I spes.k of the Hebrew-Christien religion. Since there 1;.:re v.sri r; tions within this 

j es tern tr1;.d ition, let me define it s s it perte ins to Le personally. The Hebrew

Christion fLith ~ekes sense out of life for me in the follovin g weys: 

~'- It lesds rue to c:ffirm the '•:orth of ;, tnu' n nersonc• li ty. This is the basis 
I • 

of li!Y· vo lue-jud[Ji.ents. Tha t '.· hich enh c: nces the humr,n perr,one li ty is "good 11
; and 

that which defro <le s it is "bad". Thus there is in · my f a iths stronr prophet note 

of challenge to the sta tus ~uo; ~y religion pro~uces JECifists in the ti~ e of 

extre:c:e 1,c.tiorn:, lism; Christian socLdists in tirue s of e;:. pho a,is upon free enterprise 

s nd rug1:: ed i riclivi c~ rn, lis11: •.• t herever the st::.tus quo violetes hlli11a11 ri[hts, this 

relig ion is ~pt to e~berr~ss the forces of cons r rvntion end c o l ] for reform. This 

er::pbc sis upon t e ·:orth of hu1:c1 m1 per :: o r,a lity is 0n 8ffin:etion; not 8D ernpirical 

verificc tion. • • 1-:y s cientific kno1·ledte c 211 help me to decide ho, : best to protect 

this v2 h1e--wh0t r:1e: ke s for s n orc:i nized person in D fvnctioning society; end what 

rn0kes for s cl isorcc nized person in e disinte1:ruting society. r,,y science com0ot make 

the orifincl decisio n s s to •,·bet is of besic ;. orth. This vi:,lue-(1ecision is not wy 

scientific d iscovery; it is L.JY 8ffirrcotion os 2 ,,or c l men. 

2. I ii.if::ht :c c.!:e the first a ffirn.otion ecs a bu.,.1Janist 1r1itbout any religious 

dL:.1e11tions. . . Even a s s1-,ch 'wY science 1w1-1ld not provide rne the cvic.' e,1ce for that 

affirr,.·,ation; I V.'ou lc.' r, c, L:e th£,t value-judt:rcent a s ;~,0rel iI.8n. 1 .. y science v: ot1ld not 

provid e for Ge t he Df :C ir;::etio n t ot life he s ,corth e nd thus . ermine:, This is o kind 

of fc.ith--albeit o liuE1211istic foith. I 1,;ove on, however, to make a second affirms1-

tion l'rhich the humanist cJ.oes not r.,ske. I believe in the 1··orth of the htiE,8l1 person

slity because I be lieve in a universe which i s friendly to t i e huLcn personality ••• 

This universe is not indifferent to the relrtionship of person to person which has 

the oue lity of cn: z, tive love--i11deecl this relctionship has not only humnn c: imensions 

but ~ternc l dimens ion s •.• In short, ~sn• s · purpose end 11:e s nine- comes frou: the fact 

that he il1ters i nto rel r tioriships ,:ith other 1::en .:.: ncl 1, ith ete1 nal being. In tredi

tiom: l ter• s, I believe in God ·.1 ho is the 11 h e£> rt 11 of the unive rse. 

I h ,: sten to a M. thc t this is 2 11 affinJ~\tiori and not c, st±e1,:ent of verifiable 

krio,· leclrre. I ccn Giu:::ter er, .. p iric2 l evidence to sh01: yot1 tbet when uen live es if this 

i,rere so thnt they :r,:,c lrn 00en1 r,te ecl.ju :. b-;.; e1,ts in their beb::: vior \:hen defee t ond death 

end success Bl1Q fcilure come ••• 

I believe in the 1 ·orth of persorn; lit~, end I believe the universe is friendly to 

bur20 1~ :rers om: lit:: . For me the h !o 2re reL ted: one i s essentia 1 to the other. These 

affinn::: tions Jo not rE: ke it i rnpo c.sible for cJe to velcou:e scientific discovery so lor1g 

a s tt1e:; rewc:. in flexible. Th ey c&n be t1y ,!orkinr pepers s s life ·,,:oves on snd denmnds 

thi;;t I L"Jc ke some kind of va h1e-judgments every ;:.;oment--they ere es much lii ht os I 

lwve to f.O on ct t he present ti ru e. Nevertheless, I trust that they ' .. •ill remein 

sufficiently un<l O[iilL tic for oe to cppreciete the excitin[ sesrch for e~piricel 

knowledge in tthich we e re all enga ged in the ~orld of science. 

I do not i::!e en to i r,;ply thst be 8 11 m1do[ iiJ;; tic ncco u: od 8tio11 to neL' c:.iscoveries 

in science f: nc: ch8t'[ing needs of societ~, thc t relir.iou s effirr::E,tion 1.1 ill one dry be 

unn ec e ss ary ••• It does not say 11yee or nay" to ~G n 1s persistent ne e d for meaning. 

Scientific discove: ies s erve only to help mon 1 s reli[ious affir ~e tions rus ke "better" 

sense e ll the ti e . I think this is hcppeninc in our 01 .'11 life-th:;e ••• About the 

time of D:; n •i n , there \': 8 s another scientific develoi.)l:Jent '.! hich h£, [ been 1wst signi

fic cnt to relizion: this wss the historie s ! and socioloriccl criticisE of Biblical 

cou: s es. It wa s tl iccovered ths t the Bibl e storie s of cree tion cntl the rreat flood 

and the Loses ,-,: irc. cles 11 ere not historic E· l a ccounts of actua l hC'ppenings c.: t all, 

but stteic:pts of sensitive re. e n in pre-scientific ere to exp lain the begin,..•ini:s of 

thinu: . They £-r e profounc:. t.,:-thica 1 interpretetions of me n I s beb2. vior. . • The 

Bible ~oes not pretend to c ive scientific ex, l ene tions; nor loes science pretend to 

Eropple 1 .1 ith t '.1e probl e,c'S of r,eanin[. As E r e Evlt of the Biblics l rese: rch i·hich 

still r:oes on C'. l'l (: 1 'h ich hDs been [ iven recent e ncot1r8[eL:ent in the Deed See Scrolls, 

ma ny conteopor c r y me~ of reli t ion hcve co1:.1e to r e:.: lize that other perts of the Bible 

ere likett i s e in the c 2te r ory of holy lezentl rn~ ~yth . 

I DL, s1-1 r [esting th:.:t relirion is b a11 1 s a ttei,ipt to esta blish affir<Ds tions about 

the ~e cnin[ of life ~hile science i~ the bu s iness of c ccuruul 2ting e0pirical knotl ledge 

of cc us c· tio n . I eru su.crest l ng, .. tha t there r:.1cr c h/Bys be some tension beh1een 

science e nd relicion e s scientific ~iscoveries de~c n<l re ~rl j u Ltruents in relirious ef

firmctions. Such tension i s not conflict in the usua l sen s e, but i s the price vJe pay 

for [rowth in wi s~ om end truth~ Such tensicn is to be welcomed for the good of both 

science ond reli[ion. The only c'.ifference : bich i;,c y be defined oe conflict is that 

between the findin[ s of science e nd the do gme tic ond unchen[in[ e ssertc tions of some 

relition. 


