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Ut omnes unu sint

During his papel reign, Pope John XXIII prouoted & spirit of reconciliation
betireen the Romen Catholic Church and the other communions of Christendom. Despite
his desth, his plens for the reconvening of the Ecumenical Council will be cerried
out by his successor, Pope Paul VI, For the first time in generations, the divisive
fzctors of the Christien church sre being excmined with a feeling of mutual under-
stending and concern never before experienced. This spirit may be accounted for by
en increassed desire on the pert of all Christisns to relate themselves to the world

end to each other,

The term "ecumenical®™ encoupasses three aspects of the life of the Church:
church reunion, church renevel, and church mission. The first, church reunion, fires
the popular imeginction the most. However, it eoppears most unlikely that uwewmbers of
the Protestant, Rowan Catholic, end Ort odox treditions will achieve orgenic unity
within the near future. There are so many problems in church polity end practice that
it will take a long time before & unified church could ever meteriaslize. However,
this does not meen that the ecumenical movement is a feilure since there are many
other useful and constructive paths thet it hes and will follow.

The term "church r-newal® refers to a return to the prophetic note within the
Church., In other words, it is the reslizetion on the part of Christians that they
rnust vitness to the need for social juctice end equality throughout the world. It is
not enough for the Church to be-.a wute observer of the dilemma of our tives, it must
be com itted and involved in its solution. The ethical nroblems of our society thus
become the passioncte concern of sll members of the comuunity of faith.

he finsl thrust of the ecumenical movewent is a concern for the mission of the
Church in the vorld. 'hile o super-church mey not be formed, still it is possible for
various Christians to participste in the maeny fecets of Christian activities through-
out the world. Certcinly the appeal of Christ to "love thy neighbor® does not follow
sectarian lines. To perpetuate a system of separste, over-lopping institutions for
the »nurpose of helping menkind is scendalous to £11 Christendom and is &n offense to
the spirit of the Church.

The tregedy of the ecumenicsl movewent st this time is the feilure to {ind ¢ny
rezcl voice on the locel level. Too often people are so involved in the intricacies
of their own dewnouinctional system thet they becove spiritually myopic. Unless
mebers of verious cowmuniomns cen trenscend the verious cleims of superiority, then
no resl progress will be mede "so that they 21l may be one,"

Editor

A RAINY SUNDAY AFTERNOON

b courageous nen like liedger Evers, the NALCP vorker in Jackson, lissiscippi who
risked end lost his life fichting for the cecuses of civil rights and humen dignity,
should be honored, end the cerenonies held in front of the lNew York Stete Capitol on
Sundey efternoon, July {ourteenth, peve us in this erea an opportunity to howor him
end to express our own dedicetion to the ceuses for vhich he lived and died.

I for one waes rlcd thot I could devote & little port of a swmer cfternoon to
this purpose, end I was also glecd to find sround eix huwndred of my fellow citizens
there (Why not more?). liany of the words spoken (not £ll) seemed like good end appro-
priate words, cnd ye felt vepuely uncoufeorteble ond unheppy, end not just because
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of the roin thet was running down the bocl: of my necl.

ct
i

The epe:kers' plctform, erected under the teil of Phil Sheriden' e horse, was
well-stocked with representctives of the stete end city governuents, end there were
also stotements frow o number of clergymen, r presenting the "wejor foiths." It was
& proper meumorisl cer uony, senctioned by both Church and Stete. And yet I don't want
to give the wrong impression--it wes not ell sham cnd empty show. I repeot thst a



number of the speckers were quite sincere, snd the singing wes good. e =

thet then was wrong, or, if not wrong, insdequate? Perhaps only & note of con-
trast--ledgar E vers fighting slone in the Southern night, with the whole -society in
which he lived solidly, deeply, welevolently, and unrelentingly against him, as con-
trasted with this scene--open, free, risking only the creese in our pants, and the
organized might of Steote and Church epperently on our sice.

The hypocrisy wes not so much in the speclkers on the platform es in the audience,
including mys:1f. There was self-deception in our notion that through this cerewony
we were reolly identifying with the ledger Evers of our world, the lonely fighters
on the frontiers of wmen' s conscience. ‘hen the representctives of the entrenched
institutions of orgenized society eppecr publicly in behalf of a ceuse, ve ere cele-
bigting not the strupgle but only the victory, end it must be a victory that at least
some people thinl: is slready secure. :

But in ccuses like thet for which Medgar Evers gave his life, the resl bettle
must go on vitlout end, and the victories are much less than they mey seem to be.
Indeed, the very blessing of o cause b power end sut ority mekes ite cenuine pursuit
in soume weys harder. Sur ly, meny of us et these ceremonies rezlired, at lecst in
the chedew ereas of our minds, thot vit in sight of our elevaged position on the
Cepitol steps vere parts of our own city vhere there is hard evidence that human
rights and humene values are still being denied. To demand greater performence in
the service of icetls o which those in positions of power already give loud end
feirly conv.ncing support, seems ungreteful end uncomprémising. It is the attitude
of the melcontent, the chronic rebel, the inconsolable. But it is elso the position
of the sincere and the com:itted and those who choose and act on the basis of their
own convictions rcther then on the besis of vhet may be the currently popular cause.
Such people ¥ill elveys be the lonely few, end we will not hold public testimonials
for such people, except meybe sfter they sre dead and the reelly herd pert of their
bettle seems to hove been safely won,

ind so I em gled thet ot least it reired on us sll--a somewhat cold and pelting
rain, for this gcve a slight touch of iron to an otherwise somewhat flabby occesion.
7e stood our ground cnd did not brezk and run, even when it poured, but was this
becouse we wented to express our devotion to t e cause of rsolute ection in the face
of overwhelming onposition, or mer:-ly becouse we felt the pressure of the others
present, especiclly that of our duly constituted lesders?

T

7. H. Leue

Staffs” Calender of Events:

July 29-kr. John Jennings, regional
director of the Stete Commission
on Humen Rights will speak on the
Black kuslim Movement at & p.m,
at Brubzcher Hall.

kugust 5-Pastor alter Boumen of St. Mat-
thew! s Lutheresn Church will speak
on the Ecumenical Movement within
the United Stetes,
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Skandalon is the journel of the Cempus Christian Council during the regvlar
session of the ccademic year st St:te. Its eim has been to present articles that
were of interest cndof concern to the commurity of faith within the university com-
murity. It hes velcomed crticles frow =1l memberg of the ascademic community. If
sufficisnt interest is shown, one wore issue ccn be published curing the suumer
session. All contributions mey be submitted in the Student lail (in lower Draper
nesr the Co-op) for the editor, Alen lincreik, or by celling him ot HE 6-894E, or by
leoving thew ¢t his cpertuwert et 457 Stete Street.

FOR GOD SO LOVED 75% OF ThE .ORLDE

It has been sugrested that one way to meet the problem of raciel discrimina-
tion in employment & quote system vhich would sssign jobs to the different
races on ¢ percentsge besis. Such ¢ system meintcins the false position that
skin color mekes & difference in the way o men ought to be trested. The problem
of recisl discrivinction in employment will not be met until we reelize thet race
is coupletely irrelevent to ebility to do & job. The quotc system coes not neet
the problem; it circunvents it ond repleces one form of discrimination with
enother,
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DR. BCULAY TO SPELK OF ECUEENICAL OVEMENT

 Dr. Uelter R . Boumen, pestor of St. Metthew's Lutheran Church in Albeny, will
speak to students and ficulty of the University on the topic "The Ecumenical Nove-
ment in the Americzn Church" isugust 5th et 8:0C p.m. in Brubscher Hall.

Dr. Boumen hss recently received his Ph,D, degree from the University of
Heicdelberg, Germany, where he msjored in ecumenicel studies. He is currently
representing the Lissouri Synod Lutheran Church ct the fourth Vorld Faith end Order
Conference in lontreal vhere he hes remerked thet "It is 2 sad commentery on the
ecumenical movement thet it has not yet found resl voice in the locel situstion."

Dr. Boumen'e lecture will be sponsored by the Campus Christien Council.

THE SUPRERE COURT 4ID US

The "Great Americen Ideal™ is often cited es & source of inspiretion for and
motivetion to ectior in this country. ‘'hile we are continuelly essured of the
existence of such on iderl there seems to be no consensus on # definition of it.

Fany people heve no ides what thies idecl might he end t ose who do cen't sgree. I
would define it as follous: The Creat imericen Idesl is the belief thet no person or
group of persons hes sufficient ireight and judgment to be eble to determine the pro-
per roce of belief end action for all other persons or groups of persons. It is this
ideol which is the basis for the First Anmendment prohibition sgeinst estcblishment

of religion end the guarantee of religious freedoi.

Then the recent Supreme Court decision on prayer end Bible reading in public
schools was correct both legelly end ideclistically. The constitutionel ban sgainst
religious esteblishruent implies the illegclity of any kind of govermment support o f
any religious grous. To use Justice Tow C. Clerk' s words, "In the relstionship
between men ond religion the stete'is firuly com itted to a position of neutrclity,"®
In the recent cases (Abington School District v. Schempp end kurray v, Curlett) the
stete was on the side of thoce who believe in God, especially t ose who regerd the
Bible e¢s holy scripture--Ghristians end Jews. In violetion of the imericen Ideal the
governuents of Pennsylvenis end Marylend ss:certed, through lews providing for Bible
resdings snd preyers, thet Christicns ené Jews do have sufficient insight snd judg-
nent to sey thet their beliefs are right for ell men.

ihile the decision was e correct one, it was not 2 very happy one for Chris-
tiens. e do ossert that our faith is right for 211 wen and that ve have the respon-
sibility to say so vhenever we have thie opnortunity. The Supreme Court has said
that we will not get thet opporturity in the public schools. /e must seek it
elsevhere,

lle are psrticvlerly interested in finding ways to trein our young people in the
Christien foith., There cre three obvious institutions for such training: the hone,
the church, and peroc iel schools.' The home is potentizlly the m-et povrrful. Chil-
dren spend most of t eir time et home ond pain wany sttitvdes, prejudices, end belief:
from their pecren «. The mcjor nroblem is thet the howe must be Christien in order to
reise Christien children. The church cen contribute to the job of reising Christian
youth becsuse it is the institution wost directly concerned with érticulating Chris-
tien belief and prcctice. But the church often doe: a poor job of erticulction ond
often ic not heerd. Paorochial schooles have the cdventage of combining seculer and
religious elucetion but hes the dissdvantage of high cost.

e camnot conderm the Supreme Court for prohibiting us the use of ¢ plitform
which wes not constitutioneslly ours. Thet is its job. Our job is to make the fullest
use of those pletforuws--home, church, perochiel school--which are rightfuvlly ours,

Tow Bartlow

The Trials and Perils of Giving Away Coca-Cola
or
I Yas a Teen-Age Coke Shop

Every evening at 7:30 p.w, on Sunday through Thursday, tuo people work et a
Coke Shop on Hepilton Street in the South End of Albeny. The Coke Shop is sponsored
by the Cerxpus Christien Council end is cvaeileble to gll the teenagers of the neigh-
borhood. Coca-Cola, dzncing to records of verying quslity, gemes, and the opportunity
to get together, heve been the primery enticements for the kids. For the portici-
pants of the progrem, the progrim offers = chance for periicipstion end st dy on
the problewms of the Inner-City. The mzjor need of the group is & few more volunteers
for the reucinder of the suiier session. The time involved is two evenings ¢ veek
for three hours cn evening.' If no nev people join the group then it will be forced
to curtcil its efforte in the South End. &snyone interected may cmtact the Rev. Gerald
Flctz ot either 463-8524 (his home) or st lestminster Fresb terisn Church (HE 6-8544)
or T om Bartlow ot his home (HE 6-894C).



SCIENCE 4D RELICGION e~

(Editor' s note: The following is & text from a sywposium on the role of
science dn rcligion., This is pert of the reply of Dr. Robert Renkin

who is the Visiting As:ociate Professor of Sociology from Chico State
College in Chico, Celifornia.)

This leads me to suggest that we cenvot rest content here to define rcligion in
this broad, functionel semse., It is importent to speck of & specific religious
system. Let us teke for example the r ligious system vith vhich ve sre wost feawiliar,
We need not imply that it is the only functionsl religion--the only true religion--
we only sey thet it is the wmoct common religious expres:ion in Yestern Civilization.
I speek of the Hebrew-Christien religion. Since there are verictions within this
vestern tredition, let me definme it es it perteins to re personsally. The Hebrew-
Christian feith wecles sense out of life for we in the following weys:

2y It leads me to offiirm the worth of humen personclity. This is the besis
of my velue-judements, That vhich enhecnces the humen personelity is "good"; and
thet which degredes it is "bad". Thus there is in my feith a strong prophet note
of chsllenge to the stetus quo; my religion produces pecifists in the tiwe of
extrewe mtionolism; Christian sociclists in tiwes of enphoeis upon free enterprise
and rugged individusliswm. . . Vherever the stctus quo violetes human rights, this
religion is cpt to ewbarrcss the forces of conscrvation ond call for reform. This
ezphosis upon ¢ e orth of humen perconality is an effirmetion; not sn empirical
verificetion. . . Ny ecientific knovledee ccn help me to decide hov best to protect
thie velue--whet mckes for en orgenized person in e functioning soclety; end what
mekes for & disorgcnized person in e disintegreting society. My science canrot make
the originel decision ss to vhet is of basic torth. This velue-decision is not my
scientific discovery; it is wy effirwstion cs ¢ :orecl men.

2, I umight icke the first affiruvetion os e humenist without any religious
dimentions. . . Even =s such my science would not provide me the evidence for that
affirwetion; I would wcle thet value-judguent es worel men. Ly science would not
provide for me the sffirustion t ot life hos vorth and thus ~eaning. This is o kind
of foith--albeit & humenistic feith. I wove on, however, to meke a second affirma-
tion which the humanist cdoes not mele, I believe in the worth of the huwen person-
elity beceuse I believe in & universe which is friendly to tie huzen personslity. . .

his universe is not indifferent to the rel:ctionship of person to person which hes
he cuslity of crective love--indeed this reletionship hes not only human cimensions
but ecternsl dimensione. . . In short, men's purpose end wesning comes frow the fact
that he inters into relctionships with other men ¢nd vith eteinel being. In tredi-
tionzl terms, I believe in CGod ho is the "hesrt" of the universe.
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I hesten to add thet this is en effirmatior end not & stdenent of verifiable
krovledge. I ccn pueter ewpiricel evidence to shouw you thet when men live es if this
were so that thev moke sdecusnte adjuctments in their behevior uvhen defect and death
ond success anc fcilure come. o o

I believe in the vorth of personslity end I believe the universe is friendly to
huwen personclity, For me the two cre relited: one is essentiel to the other. These
effiructions ¢o not reke it impocsible for we to velcome scientific discovery so long
as they rewcin flexible. They cen be my vorking pepers &s life zoves on and demands
thet I meke some kind of velue-judgments every woment--they cre es wuch light as I
have to go on st the present time. Nevertheless, I trust that they ©ill remein
sufficiently undogmctic for we to cppreciate the exciting sezrch for eupirical
knowledge in which we cre all engoged in the world of science.

I do not wmeen to imply that be an undoguetic accow odetion to new discoveries
in science end chanping needs of society thet religious effirwstion vill one dey be
umecessery. . . It does not sey "yeo or ney" to uwn's persistent veed for weaning.
Scientific discoveries serve only to help men's religious affirwetions meke "better"
sence zll the ti e. I think this is heppening in our ouwn life-time. . . About the
time of Dorvin, there wes enother scientific development vhich hee been wost signi-
ficont to religion: this wes the historicel end sociologicel criticisw of Biblical
couw: ces. It wee diccovered thot the Bible stories of crestion end the great flood
and the loses nirccles vere not historicel accounts of sctual heppenings ¢t all,
but stteczpte of censitive ren in pre-scientific era to explein the beginrings of
thinge. They sre profound wvthicel interpretetions of men'! s behavior. . . The
Bible does not pretend to rive scientific explenetions; ror does scilence pretend to
gropple uith the problens of meaning. 4s & result of the Biblicsl resecrch which
still poes on cnd vhich hes been given recent encourspenent in the Decd See Scrolls,
meny contenporary men of religion heve couwe to reclize thet other pcrts of the Bible
are likevwise in the cetepory of holy legend cnd wyth.

I ow suggesting thet relipion is wen's sttempt to establish affirwe tions about
the mescning of life while science is the business of accunuleting ewpirical knowledge
of cousction., I em sugresting. . .thet there mcy clweys be some tension between
science cnd religion ss scientific discoveries demcnd recdjvctments in religious af-
firmctions. Such tension is not conflict in the usuel sense, but is the price we pay
for growth in wisdom end truth. Such tensicn is to be welcoued for the good of both
science and religion. The only difference hich mey be defined azs cenflict is thet
between the findings of science end the dogmetic end unchenging oscertetions of some
religion.



