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Austrian Bulletin in the United States No.l (May 1941)

The Tfollowing lines are directed to all those, Americans of
Austrian descent, Austrian newcomners to America and American friends
of Austria, who showed their interest so far in the Austrian acti-
vities in general and in the "Austro-American Center' and the
Austrian Section of the "American Cormittee on Kuropean Reconstructiorf
in particular,

When in July 1940 the A.C.E.R. was founded, consisting of three
national sections, Austrians, Czechoslovaks and Poles, 1t was the
first recognition of an Austrian group as an cequal partner within an
inter-allied frame. Although not all plans of the ACER could be ma=-
terialized, two lines of activities stil exist: the research group
which was Jjust sent out a "questionary" (drafted by Dr, Bjarne Braay
of the Norwegian Mission), and the political discussions on European
problems, introduced during thc last term by the followlng lecturers:
Mr. A, Laurin, Prof. R. Vombery, Mr. I. Modercin, Prof.E. Jaeckh ,
Prof. F.WI. Foerster, Prof. J. Hromadka, Prof. 0. Odlozilik. Now we
hgve shifted to the following topics (every Wedncsday, from 5 = 7
o clock, Friendship House, 1010 Ps=rk Avenue, at 85th Streect) :

April 16 the German problem (Prof. Kurt von Fritz,Columbia)
April 23 the Spanish problem(Mr. J. Alvarcz Del Vayo)

April 350 the Basque problem (Mr. Menuel de la Sota)

May 7 the Italian problen(Prof.liax Ascoli, New School)
May 14 the French problem (Mr. C.G., Paulding, Commonwecal)
May 21 : Atlantic Europe May 28 : South Eastern Europe

Already in January 1939 the A..A.C. Wwas founded by people coming
from all political camps. Some months later the "Austrian-Amcrican
League was founded by pcople who had left the AAC. It was never our
intention to display the spectacle of any competition between Austrians
before the eyces of the Americans. Vhile the AAL found i1ts purpose
in carrying through bigger performances, the AAC worked in smaller
groups politically and scientifically. The foundation of the ACER
wWas a proor tihct this was the right way for us., Certainly, there
were political clcavages from the beginning of thé separation. But
thecy are not so strong to prevent any cooperation, as the Jjoint letter
tor the NYTimes (March 16, 1941) has proved (signed by 0. Kellir ,

Th. Putz, E.K, WVinter and G, Zernatto).

The main difference emong those Austrians in Ancrica, who stand
for Austria, hove clways conccrned the question of "Legitimism" which
means the political loyalty to the "legitimateY Austrian-Hungarian
pretender. The AAL, although having necver pronounced itsclf monar-
chistic, ncvertheless by heving proved to work for that goal has
convinced most of us that it is the representation of Austrian Legl-
tinism in the United States, This assumption was only enphasized by
its last meeting {March 28), where one of the young Habsburgs was
aniong the speakers, In spite of the fact that somc Americans do
sponsor this movemecnt, its rcprescntatives will ccrtainly not be
surprised to find the American public as not responding to a show ,
in which Austria and Habsburg are identified - for the sake of
Habsburg, but at thce cost of fustria,

In ny opinion, the political activity of Legitimism , after
Austriz had collapsed on March 11, 1958, has been a serious mistake
fror. the very start. After the war had begun, it became a true
misfortune to the Austrian cause, Legitimism has becen the maln
obstaclc to the formation of an "Austrian National Council"™ either
at Paris oOr London. If until today Austria is not represented among
the Allies, this 1s nainly due to the 1ncbility of Legitimism to
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cooperate with other groups. Although Legitimism may sentimentally
appeal to a certain number of exiles, has no chance in the world of
practical politics, because it will never find the approval of both
Great Britain and the United States, whether still struggling T1or
victory or already victorious, it will never be accepted by Czechoslo-
vaks and Poles, who in their alliance with Great Britain are today
the apeakers for all the others, and last but not least the majority
of the Austrian people will never consent to a form of state which
would include the opportunity of new adventures and of & new nystl-
cal leadershin. Those therefore who cling stubbornly to the idea of
Legitimiém, considering the Habsburgs a political, not a humon
question, stand in the way of the one thing called for -- full coope-
ration anmong all Austrians in exile as well as anong all Central
European nations living in the countries between Germany, Italy and
Russia. Any political activity todey for Austria can be based only
on the strict refusal of all Heobsburg exneriments in the whole Danube

region including Austria herself®,

A good deal of the Austrian exiles in this country are forner
members of the Social Democratic Party. It is my conviction that the
tradition of the SDP will still play a role, if a new Austrila cormes
into being. Hence, any Austrian activity abroad has 1o D€ shaped 1n
such o way that every loyal Social Democrat can participate., On the
other hand, the remnents of the Greater German 1deology emong SOme
forner Social Democrats are as incompatible with the viewpolnt of
European ‘ reconstruction as are the Greater Austrian dreacms of the
Haobsburgs. As an Austrian conservetive, who always sppreciated
ereatly the achievements of the Austrien labor movement, 1 am con-
vinced that only that Austrian group has any chance to do anything
£for the future of Austria which remains open to Social Dimocrats

ready for cooperation.

After the fall of Paris the responsibility of striving for »
kind of Austrian coordination seemed to have shifted to London ,
where tho "Austrian Office" (headed by the former Social Derocrat
representative Ho Allina) has naterialized the cooperetion between
Legitinists and Sociel Democrats, although under the auspices of the
first. But having failed so far to clarify the issues by separating
thenselves distinctly fronm Legitimism, but keepling sufficiently open
to the left, the Austrians ot London have disappointed our hopes
during the last yeor thet they might Dbe luckier than the Austriaons
st Paris. 1In America Austrisn Legitimism hos organized & " Free -
Austric Movenent' in Canade (under the former Liinister H. Rott)which
is eanger to establish an agency in this country, But what form this
ngency may ever get, such plans are dooned to failure, because nobody
here will sccept a merely monarchistic organization for an Austrian
representation as such, Whether 1n opposition to or in correspon-
dence with these plans, a rcccntly founded group "Austrian Action"®
(under Count Ferdinand Czernin) wants "10O perforr: a function similer
: to that of the France Forever orgenization" (NYTimes, April 2), '
which would mean to be the political frome of a nmilitaery formation,
But this idea, as good as it may be, turns futilc without the back-
ground of an Austrian coordination on a larger sceale. There is still
time for it in this country, although in waiting for Paris and London
we are indeed late cnough, and although our pattern in this respect
snnot be any Austrian organization im exile shaped by "haphazard
Anmericans?, but only an Austrisn-Anerican organization (nodeled
perhaps after the "Czechoslovak National Council of Anerica'") which
is built up by Anmericans of Austrian descent 1or the sacke of both

Arierica and Europc.

When Austria is unreprescnted cmong the Allies , it 18
primerily because there is no united Austrian representation. The
extremists on both wings have sabotaged it, while the rioderate on
both sides know precisely that the victory of thc two English speaking
ompires will bring neither a socialistic nor a ronarchistic Austria,
but o democratic one. That is the responsibility we feel as 2 group
of the middle, after having incorporated both righists and leftists
who know what is =t stake. The intellectunl and political forces in
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exlle are burdened with a great historic responsibility which
cannot be shaken off by the confortable evasion that the Austrian
people itself will decide its future. If the Austrians in exile
arc unable to arrive ot a cormon platforn and representation cone
centrating the Austrian energics abroad politically and later on
militarily, they will be quilty for having manoecuvered the Austrian
causc anew into a corner and for having burdened again the Austrian
pcople with a politicel nortgage which easily could be avolded, 1T
the /fiustrians in exile would be up to their historic task.

What possibilities might be included into a failure to cope
with this task, can be learned from an anonymous article "by a
group of U.S, military experts" in " New REuropt " (April 1941),for
which the Tive editors bear the responsibility. "Ncw Europe' was
founded by that Polish group which organized the ACER with the
sustrians and Czechosloveks and which originelly invited also sone
austriens to stete their views in the new review. In the =rticle
in question, speculative on "a federation of Eastern Europe", the
partition of Austria is advocated. "The Austrian Tyril is left to
Gerneny or Italy", for "the federation boundary follows the general
line of Selzburg-Villach”, but, s the attached map does not forgect
to prove, without incorporating eny Austris ot 211 into its frare .
1T these are the troubles of anonyrnous "military experts®™ of what-
ever allied country inm this hour of trial, they will not be surprisecd
to Tind us clearly rallying against their fencies. Unfortunately,
the partlition of Austria by the snonymous authors is only 2 small
part of the blunders they commit. I do not hesitate to say that
the negalomania of articles like this nake ridiculcous and do ‘
impair tremendously any vision of European reconstruction in general.,

Fully awarc of thec responesibility imposed upon all of us
to stand for the integrity of Austriz against everyone who wants to
misuse aAustria as an object of compensation, those Austrian encrgies
cooperating in both the ALC and the ACER, o far prinerily concerncd
with the intellectual foundation of the Austrian action in exile,
have decided to go a step further and to invite the Austricsns of
all groups to participatc in thc preparation and crcation of a jdnt
sustricn rcepresentation in the Unitcd States. A8 a kind of first
draft for an Austrian platform which could be the basis of this
cpordination, I propose that we all dccide to stand:

1.) for Austria’s sglf-deternination, libirty and independence,

2+) Tor a democratic system of governncent, revitelized by the ideals
- of the English speaking world,

5.) for o sociel denocracy, based om the cooperation of nll classes,
4,) for a European Commonwealth of Nations, to which national

| sovereignty, including the form of state, is subordinsted,

S.) for & world ordcr, in which & new Austriz will be anong the

partners of thc English speaking enpires.

Being 1n pcersonal contact with many Austrians of 2ll camps
I Take the responsibility to scnd out this appeal, asking every
Austrian getting and reading it to bec so kind to cormunicoate with ne
a8 soon as posslible by answering the following questions:

l.) Are your rcady to accept in principle the four points of the
* haustrian platform and to stand for them publicly with your nane?
2%) Do you want to cooperate with both the AAC and the ACER? .
3%) Arc you intercsted in building up a2 joint Austrien represemtetion?
4,) Would you participate in a genersl Austrisn necting which is
carried through for the soke of Austrian coordination?

New York, May 1, 1941, Ernst Karl Winter,.
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For those who want to know, how I myself interpret the
austrien pletform proposed above, I repeat the "tén points"™ which

I have formulated in o Catholic paper (The Tablet, London, December
14, 1940):

l.) The Austro-Hungarian llonarchy, in contrast to6 both its own
history and the interests of 2ll its nations, had become since
1567 to a2 growingextent a satellite of Germany, as the ally of

, which Austria in the Vorld War stood on thc wrong front.

.

2e) Today, Austria is the virtusl ally of Greet Britain, and the
task ahead 1is to awake all fAustrians, at home and abroad ,
citizens of the allied countries, exilee or prisoners of war
t0 the full consciousness of the fact that Great Britain,
morally allied with the United States, fights thc second World
Ver ageinst the sane center of destruction which had unchained

the first World Ver and with which the Austro-Hungarian llonarchy
was allied,

?

3.,) The Austrians must definitively decide for Austria, thé country
and pcople of six to eight million in the Eastern Alps, but
agalnst any Greater Austrian ideology, because Greater Austris

, 18 dead and will never return.

4,) The main task of reconstruction shesd is to organize the fede-

rative union of all the smoller nhtions of South Eastern Europe
between Germeny, Italy and Russia,

5.) The question of the Habsburgs concerns not only Austria, but all
, ouccession Stotes of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.

6.) The constitution of a futurec Austria cannot be a merce restoration
oT any form of stoate existing before, constitutional monarchy ,
democratic republic or quthorltnrlﬂn state, but only a new

creation, following as far as possible the pattern which, as we

hope, w1ll prove best in this war and will survive 1it,
Brltluh—umerlcan democracy.

7.) The maln war aim of the Austrian people is to regain its
sglf-determination liberty ond independence, to bec liberated and

flco from Germeny, including any Germaon dominated or pro-Germen
. muropcan schcme.,

8.) The futurc Europcan Cormonwealth of Nations, for which Austria
a8 an ally of Great Britain want to fight, must be based upon
the national sovereignty of every single nation, big or small,
upon regional blocks of those nations heving identical interests

(like the sneller nations of South Eastern’ Europc) and upon their
, ©eguality and balancec in e federative union,

9.) Ncither the Austriasn action in cexile nor the future Austria can
bec basced updn the exclusive idcology of traditionalism or revo-
lutionarism, as included in the principles of Legitimism or
Revolutionary Socialism, but only upon the idea of a "social
democracy", conservetive and progressive alike.

10.) The socizal policy of a future Austria has to be that of insti-
tutlional ¢ooperation between the two basic groups, labor and
peasantry, throughout all levels of politicnl organization, what-
ever group may be majority or minority here or there, based upon
an economic policy which favours the equilibrium between agri-
cultural and industricl production.

The following osscays on the fiustrian problem show the back-
ground of this viewpoint:

The Rise and Foll of Austrian Lobor,Social Research 1939,VI.316-340.

Austria:Gullt and Vlrtug ,50C1 l Research 1940,VII.480-495; 1941

Austria in exile,Ncw Europo No.l of Deccmber 1, 1940.°

The Futurc of jLustria, The Tublet London, Dccomber 14, 1940,

oalvage for a Fourth Austria, Journgl of Central Eur0poan Arfolirs,
lg‘{jtl, 66"750

Austrian Rcconstruction (to be published next).
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The Austro-imerican Center, the Austrian Section of the American Comuiltiee
on Turcpean Rscomgtrusiion and Austrian Action have issued on Junc 21,

1641 the following statsment which they communicated to Mr. Sumner Welles,

L

Under-sSecretary ol Steces

1, That thev never have and nevsr will recogrise the occupation

end anuexciican of Auziria by Gormany on March 11, 1938,
diefaction and gratitude taken

orn the part of the Presildent
stary of Stete as regards Austria
¢n in sevsral Am@rlcan laws and

e o8 Tluy have with greategt e=
note of t.  repeaied daclaration
of the United Stectesy and thae S5s¢.
declarations which found expressi

rﬁrr'[,,”_:t__cqn
3¢ That the undercigned recpectfully meit to the Government of

e

‘D

‘..-
l-' 5 0 }"'

the (mited Sutates the recusst to sumarize all these single acts
by issulng a goizim declaraticn am a,szme‘mhﬁﬂh doens propsr o
the offect, that the Coverrment of the United States does not

recopaise the cccupation and ammexation of Austriae
4, That thev in full vublicity put themselves at the disposal of
the United Stotes Goveriment for eny purpose for which the Government
of the United Steces might want to cail upon them,
(signed) Ferdinend Czernin
Ernst Karl Winter

AUSTRIA IN EXILE

Meny people believe that all the discussions among political exiles are
nensense from the véry start, Vhether the Austrizas in exile would decids
to stand for this or for that, they think. is mesningless, because tle
Austrian pecple at home sxperiencing an entirely different life, are
developing in an entirely differemt direciion, This is tle. comfortable
conviction of those who have decided to wait, alszo with thinking, and

to stand for nothing, In my opinion, this negative evaluation of what
political exiles should and could dec, irplies a complete misunderstanding
of the historic situation which is ours. Af‘ter some years of German
occupation the whole of Europe will be on the same level of intellectiual
exha:ustion, There is litile hope that the European peoples themse.yes
after this ordeal will really know what thoy want, except to be freed
from the German yoke, Thus in the age of Nazi slavery the function of

any political emigration is greater than ever befwie, ILiving in this free
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country, where the atmosphere of free discussion has not been suffocated,
and being absorbed into the American way of life and thought by our owi
will, we political exiles of the wave of 1923/41 have a task which no
earlier exiles had, After having become imbued with the spirit of this
country, we have to use this unigue opportunity of being together on ths
seme soil, in order to become acquainted with each other, of whatever
social group, regligious creed or netional stratum we are, and to settle
among ourselves principally those BEuropean national and social problems

which are the main cause of our being driven out from our native countries,

Within this broader frame also the discussions of a single national group
have their meaning, This is the more so the more intensive the intellect=
ual life of such a netional group in exile is, Owing to the marked in=-
dividualism of the Austrians, the Austrian political emigration is a real
focus of intellectual experiences and experiments, Consequently, ¢ur
discussiogs may interest our fellow refugees of other groups as well as th®
Americans, From the viewpoint of the histarian and sociologist registier=
ing scientifically all these experiences, there seems to be hardly any
other problem more exciting then this spiritual re-birth of & nation which
was lost, which in its messes at home is able to grumble and to hate, and
certainly will explode at proper time, but which: only in its intellectual

and political energies in exile is able today already to prepare its future,

THE IDEA OF PARLIAMENTARISk,

The initiative of some menbers of the AACenter and the Austirian Section of
the ACER in f rming a preparatory committee for the establishment of an
Austrian National Council in the United States has borne some fruit already.
There is a principle whidi: crystallizes more and more clearly, namely, that
the Austrian co-ordination can be accomplished only under two conditions:
if individual persons have tk courage to stend up, to single out themselves
from their previous ties, and then to group themselves again in new IO rms
representing certain ideological sectors of Austrian political life, These
attempts at farming an Austrian united front from the right to thd left,

undertaken and proposed by a group of the cemnter, needs partners on the

left. We may look at these crystallizingefforts with the cool eyes of the
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experiaanter nowy but they will peraaps be regarded once as & dacisive
contribution Lo the re=birth of Austriar Parliamentarism in tlse widest
goniolepicel semee of this terms %o i idee 0 political Toleranco end
cocperetinn, o ths abandcmnent o metaphysical politics and neety totalle
terianizm,  If only we sucscsed 1n ra-groanising tihe peliticel groups of tne
Austriasn political freme, it may greatly facilitate <he fulure tasglk of Tns
Austrisn pecple to revitalize the rules of the denocratic gams, Ths politle
cal groups in exile are mot politicel rarties, ratier constitute intellesiue-
sl nuclei for the reorganization of these indispansable parties, i and when
the Austriaas peopls will agaln become & politically organized body. As the
last phase of indep. adent Aust rie has been the authoriterian reglme in which
the sound idea of parliamentarism was lost, this intellectual re~birth 1s
something wniili has to be perfarmed, either by the political emigrati.n on
behalf of the Austrimn people, or, if the emigration does not golve this
problem, by the Austrian people itself, but ‘hen with superfluous loss of

timc,

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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Had there beem, in 1933, an Austrian Center, or at iemst a left wing of
Cg.jbholicism which could have dealt.with the right wing of Soclalismym
Augtrie would never have collapssd; I remenber en editorial of the Vienna
"Arbeiter Zeitung" by the latz Dr, Ctto Bauer, alter & group of Catheolic
writers had discnsusd the problem of the "new foundation® of Austria, 1in
which he complained about the insignificance of the leftist Catholics in
Austrie and cited three of them, lonely among the vastnesgof reactionary
anti-Marxistss Dr. Aurel Koimai, Dr. Rié ard Redler and Dr. Ernst Kerl
Winter, It is a stremge coincidence that thess three persons, efter
many individual expe ria ce duringthe authoritarian regims and afterwords
during“'their voluntary exile, have meel agein now 1n owr Austro~American

Center,

-

The main task of this group of the center which has rever existed befi®
in Austrian politics, would be to bring the right wing send the left wing
together (which would be the ideal), or at least to be either the lcf?
partrer of any‘coopera'tive right wing, or the right partnsr oif any cooperas

tive left wing, This might be in both instances only a provigional
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function for the time being, as longas the true left or the true right 1s
non-existent, In the ideal case of cooperation between the right and the
left themselves, the center could be the initial "balancer", or if tle. right
and the left would leern to balance out themselves, the cenieér could be
absorbed again intc h e two wings., This functlon would be the same for any
Austrian action in exile as for any future Austrilan parliesmentarism which
could be visualized, either based on two political wings eccording to the
two party system in the Inglish speaking world, or based on a three partiy
system, if the belancing factor in the center should have a more lasting

educational function,

Meny people may ridicule such a political geometry and maintein that the
time of both the right and the left is over, But 1 think that this view woulc
be somehow semi-totalitariem and that one “sontribution to political recon=
struction which the political exiles have to make will be this restitution
of the nuclei of political parties, not for restoring the obsolete partly
metaphysics, but for educating politically towards tolerance and coopera'tion.
In this view tle two true social wings of Ausiria are labor and peassriry,
and any substitutes for them in exile have to be aware that their politj.cal
relevancy will depend on the reference to these social entities at home, If
Austrian lsbor and peasantry learn to cooperate in & ma e profound way, as
they did in 1918/19 for a few-mon’bhs, then the task of the center in 11s
political meeningmey be over, although it will stand permenently as an
intellectual tesk, as long as there will be an Ausiria again above the

social groups.

THE AUSTRIAN RIGHT WING.

’Ihere .... a.r emny ----- c onsowat:we energies in the iu.strian political emigration,
probably more than in Austria herself. There arc Catholics, who feel
conservative without being expressly monerchistic, and there are Yoncxrchiets
or Legitimists, who are not necessarily Catholics, The main obligation of
both creeds from the Austrian political viewpoint would not be so much to
promote their metaphysical aims, Catholicism or ifonarchism, but to understand

themselves as trustees of the comservative elements &t home, the bulk of

which undoubtedly are the peasants, unrepresented in exile, although there

will certainly be other conservatives, intellectuals or petty bourgeois,

(4)




besides. OSome of the conservatives in exile, vho felt the funciion of the

y FPgrp ot 2 Sues b Wi - 00
center to be tho predomionnt one, have 21ready concentreted their efforis

&)

in our group of couvperation 8id wadsrestanding while othsres still feel theri=

sglvss in the first place responsible Icor formaiating the conservative 1de0 Ll
ogy itself,
Our group of the center is greatly interested in having & partner on the

right wing provided that 1t enswers certain necessary demands indlspensable

from the viewpoinril of the future Austrian resomnstruction as suche. First,
there is tho intsrest of all Austrisn groups in having a common platform which
would aynbolize that an Austria, dear (to all parties and above mere party
aspects) epiritunlly exists., Secondly, there is the great interest 6f all
Austriens, whethsr they back or oppose Legiﬁimism, in kmowing exactly who
stards for whom and who 1s derﬁgdenf on whom, Thirdly, there is particularly
our ianteresi in having a kind of "constitutionali right” which sincerely
rejocts %xperimgnts and adventures, but adepts its ildeals 1o & demacratic way
of prozedura, to the selfwdetermination of the Austrien people, and to the
univeraal Duropean interests to which national sovereignity, including the form
of staitz. in Tuture has to be subordinated, Vita a "oconstitutional right”

evandcning the cleim of totalitarianismy disguised as non~partisanship, and

recocuizing itself as a parly creed among oliaer crseds, our group of the
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THE AUSTRIAN LEFT WING,

As long as there would be only an Austrian center and an Austrian right wing
but no Austrien left wing, any Austrian National Council in the United Siateq
would be & torso, Certeinly, this would not dispense those who are ready
for cooperation from going ahead. On the contrary, they have to proceed,

although in such a way that the legitimate place for an Austrian lefil wing

is reserved, and this left wing could be easily added at any time,

The leftists'#s.rror consists in being too comfortably assured that there can
be neither any Austrisn national representation in exile nor any Austrian re-

construction at home without them, This is certainly true, as far &s

Austrien lebor itsell 1s concerned, althouch i{ has still to be tested, how

far the laber leaders in exile, if called by destiny to re-organize their
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renk eand file at home, may be in reality eble to correspond with this
chance, They overestimate probably what 1s left of the labor move.ent

end they undergatimate the state of enarchy out of which they would
practically have to shape it enew, Taey will have, perhaps, 10 €OpPS with a
tack easier then thet of any other group, but their task will be difficul®
enough and they should recognize cven now that 1 will be a task entirely
different from the one they solved in the pest, It will Dbe rather a hard
work to reaweken all the traditional values of the labor movementy 10 I'Gw
organize tle. trade unions, cooperatives, cultural organizations 1in that
atmosphere of democracy in which tle Socilal Democratic Party educated them,
end it will be largly necessary t use new methods for this task. There
will be certainly not the slightest chance merely continue in & kind of
"joftist legitimism" the thing that was stonped by history, not only by the
cuthoritarian regime on February 12, 1934, Moreover, this work of recon=
struction of the Austrien labor movemsnt will not be achieved without the
ective cooperation of &1l the other social factors (primarily the pea:sants)
which should be broughtf& appreciate the existence of the labor mov &iw it
precisely from their conservative viewpoirt, but will reach this goal only

if there is a new understending for conservative values on the part of the

futw e Austrian labor perty itself,

The Socialists refuse to cooperate with Legitimfuts, lest they should be
compromised in the eyes of Austrian labor, They would perhaps cooperate
with a group of 'the_middle, if such a group would come more into relief to
b:/.ﬁvelcomed pertner, Though this would mean the cooperation of two doubie
less existing stratification of the Austrian people, 1t woull still fail 1o
constitute what I think necessary: the cooperation of all camps of the
Austrian political emigration in the united front from the right to the left
directed ageinst the common foe, There may be more Legitimisis in exile
than at home, It does nq'l: matter, if they in exile display energies in
fevor of our common goal, If Russia and Great Britain cooperate against

Hitler, the Aw:trian Socialists and Legitimists can do it as wells There

is, however, one interest which the Socialisis have in common with out group
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of the center which is anti-Legitimistic: that those lonarchists who are
political thinkers should be separated from agents, who act on orders; that
the independent and constructive lionarchists should elaborate & prograum

of constitutionalism, subordinating their peculiar interest to the seli-
determination of the Austrian people, to the formal procedure of democracy
and to the interest of the European Commonwealth of Nations; in short, that
the Austrian national representation in exile should be recognized @as supreme

netional authority, to which any partisanship of any peculiar idea has 10

.................................................................

These were our motives for the cooperation with the group "Austrian Action™
(under the chairmanship of Count Ferdinand Czernin) for the specific purpose
indicated in the common letter to Mr, Swmer Welles, A meeting of members‘
of all three organizations, AACenter, AALeague and AAction (June 18) decided
to0 propose to all groups in question and to some leading single persons of
the right and left four points to be issued and communicated to the Deperte

ment of State in & united Austrian action, The result of this step was the

final cooperation of AACenter and AAction, after the representatives of the
AAlLeague declined cooperation as long as & single member of the AACtion
would par‘ticipa;{;e. This standpoint seemed absurd to us, &as the elimination
of personal differences, an unpleasant though very real factor in politics,
is part of the very meaning of a collaboration among distinct groups. Thus
we must deplore that the AAlesgue (under the chairmmnship of Dr, Otto

Kallir) does not understand the situation,

The AAction, in-my opinion, is a political group, so far unconscious of its

political charsser and therefore ready to stress its non-political structure

end aims, As compared with the AACenter, it is likewise & group of the

middle professes & political programs antie-legitimistic, stressing Austrian
independence, & democratic system of government and "social democracy" (though
'npt in the party sense), the AAction has no such program. In spite of this
difference, we found it opportune to send a common letter to the Depariment

of State, indicating that it should be possible to bring all Austrian fractions,

political and personal, into the united front which is not only our common
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interest, but also that of our closest friends .and neighbors. In order
to indicete this ccnnection, the Austriem Section of the ACER, an organizéw
tion in which Austriens cooperate with Czechoslovaks, Hungarians, Poles

and Yugoslavs, joined the common undertaking,

THE "AUSTRIAN COMMITTEE" CONNECTED WITH THE AALFAGUE,

On June 24 the annual assembly of the AAleague proclaimed the establishment
of an'Austrien Committee" which consists of the followig members:

Dr. Reoul Auerriieimer, former president of the Austrian PEN club
Professor Diztrich wvcon Hildsbrand, Fordham University

Proftessor Erich Hule, Kow School for Social Research

Dr, Juzo Xallir, cheliruwasn orf the AAleague

Dr, Franz Kisin. editer of "Tha Voice of Austrie™

Profezsor Herpexw llark, Pelytschnicel Institute of Brooklyn

Praotecsor Ohnoe Loswi, Nokel rriize winmer

Professer Lulwig von lilzes, formerly University of Vienna

Reve deonavner Qesterveicher, former director of the Paulus Werk, Vienna
Professor Villihald Floachl, Catholic University, Weshington, De Co

Profezso Richard Soniillsr, New School for Sccisl Research
Dre Willi Schimrm, Zormer editor of the "Weltbuhne"

This AC (under the chairmanship of Dr. Schiiller) has submitted to the
Department of State an address declaring themselves ready to be at the
dispcsal of ths United States Government in all matters "“concerning Austria
end the Austrians in the United States"; Against this AC some objections
have to be made in full publicity: 1.) The AC was prepared by the AdLeague
in secrecy without any invitatior of those other Austrians who might have
been interested in_these efforts or who have announced 1o pg working inithe
same direction. 2.) The AC styles itself "nonp-politica.l".mch iz Objrsé;b-
i‘i‘d."t}}i, mtrize, although the majority of its members may be "nonepolitical',
But there is hardly any doubt that "informations" provided for the United
States Government concerning Austria or the_Austrians in this country,
certainly involve something "political', 3,) The readiness of the AC to be
at tie disposal of the United States Government in all matters '"concerning
the Austriens in the United States" smacks of something which will certaeinly
be protested against not only by those struck by this peculiar.“service",
but also by everﬁone who stands for full publicity in matters like these,
4,) There are too y openly confessed Legitimists in the AC, according
to my personal experience at least 10 out of 1<, S,) The only member of

the AC having a'poli'tical record in exile which mel’es & thorough eagamination
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possible, Dr, Klein, director of the "Austrian Office" in London, is editor

of a new review "The Voice of Austria" which commaits the typical blunder of

the Legitimists to confuse postwar and prewer Austriz.
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THE "“PRO AﬁSTRIA COP-..MI’I"I‘EE".‘.”

Augtri& Committee" of tle Legi"cimig‘t‘s proper (under tle. chairmenshipof

Dr, Alexander Hamilton Rice and bagked lr, Calvin Bullock) which under the
honorary protectorate of two "archdukes of AustrialpHungary" invites to &

tes dance "for British war relief work". As the inviting letter reveals,
"the proceeds of the benefit will go for supplies and to assist the families
of members of the newly organized Austrian Unit, composed of farmer citizens
of AustriaFHungary, now fighting with the British forces in Englend, under
the leadership of H.I.I.Archduke Robert of Austria-Hungary, Otto of AuStrige
Hungary, now on tour of the Austrian and Hungarian settlements in Western 2
Canada, at the invitation of the Canadian government, has promised 1o returm

so as to be present, and Archduke Felix will make & brief talk",

The astonished Austrion in America will learn by this invitation that on
"Augtrian Unit" of "former citizens of Austrie-Hungary", of which he never
heard anything before, is fighting now with the British forces under the
leadership of an "Austrian~Hungarian Archduke", and that the Canadian .

government invites "Otto of Austria-Hungary" to "inspect” the Austrian-

Hungarian settlements in Canada, in short that something like the Austirian-
Hungarian lMonarchy seems still to exisiy recogni-zed by Great Britain and
the dominions, after it had disappeared fao nearly & generation., But &s
the most conservative official of the Department of State probably will be

aefraid to learn that the "Austrian Committee" of the AALeague is noilhing

else than a selk-cted group of Legitimistic partisans, so the most conserves
tive British official will certainly not believe that these ghosts of the
"Pro Austria Committee" will kill a single Nazi soldier. But why then feed

these ghosts?

........................................................................................

‘-'..‘l.‘.l!."ti‘,.ﬂi’.-...’l‘.-.’l"‘,"...‘-...-.."-...‘ " - = » 5% »

One of the leading figures of the "Austrian Committee" is Dr, Franz Klein,

who belongs to the best political authors of the Austrian emigration and
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with whom to cooperate would be an honor To me, Unfortunately, he is &
Greeter Austrian Legitimist, The only edvantage is that he sticks clearly
to this goal as a political thinker, while many others try to cover it by
sentimental phreses, Dr, Lloein sent me g letter for the Austrian Bulletin
No. 3 in the United States of ZLvsries vhich I answered Ly sending him an
essay "A thousand ysars of Dwmbian Tacderalism" for the "Voice of Austria’

(75) Riverside Drive, N.Y.C.)e

Dr, Kleints ill-advised ?.nd historically misconceived primary idea is that
ths name of Austria correctly belongs to the Greater Ausirian Fmpire until
1918, while our Austria of 1918/38 is only "the German part oi the former
Ausirien-Huncarian Monerchy", Hence he addresses his paper not to the
Auazsrigns in our senss, but "the Voice of Austria wants to be heard and to
be eciiced by hundreds of thousands of Amsricans, be they of ‘Slav, German,
Magrac or Italian atotk. whose cradle stood in the Danube Basin when 1t was
still protected as a poiitical entity by the walls of the Alps, the Sudeton,
Carpaihian and Bosnimsn mouniains., They have preserved in thelr heertis the

real meaning of the name of Austria". Doubtful whether this eppeal may be

answered by those apostrophired, I am sure that we would b?“comple'tely Ul
able to cooperate with Czechoslovaks, Hungarians, Poles, and Yugoslavs, if
we weuld arrcgate to call up their co-nationals, instead of telling the
Amaricans of Alnine Austrian descent, where to stand according to our &Xe
periences, It may d_gvelop that we Austrians spcak one day to Czechoslovaks .
Hungacianse Poles and Tugeslavs, in this country, however, not of the
Grewter Ausirian pest and tle legitimate monarchy, but of our common task
ghecds the fedaralization of the Danube Basin by the democratic means of
covnaeration on an equaJ_. footing, If we want to reach this point, we have
to waderstand the histery and ideology of these other nations more pro-
fourdly than two anounyacus cellaba &tcers of Dry Klein in ’pheir essays (on
the Czech historisn Palacky and "the fate of the Czechs"), In the first
eszay Palactky'’s pro-Ausirian statement of 1848 is cited with approval,
"There will coms a time", the author says, "when the Danubian peoples will
hear gerlands on Palnzky's monument in Prague, With his prophetlic Iare-
sightednsss he becomss an apcstle of the futurs Furope", Yet Palacky did
(10)




not say only: "If the Austrian lMenarchy did not exist, it would have <o D&
creeted in the interest of Eurcope and hunanity" (1848), but also: "We have
existed befa e Austrizm and we shall exist after her" (1865)s Why not look
in the face of this typical evolution undergone by nearly every Czechoslovak
political thinker from Palacky to Massiyx nnd which the latter celled the
neceszary "de-Austrienizetion" of the Czewoslovek people? And why not
clarify from the Ausitrian viewpoint, what the guilt has been on the part of
the dynasty, the ruling eristocracy, the liberal bourgeoisie, that this
ideologically most pro-Austrian people, the Czechoslovaks, became the most
enti-fustrien one? By ciiing Pslacky's word of 1848 and implicitly hinting
that the Czechoslovak evolution towards "de-Austrianization' was an error,
but simultaneously being silent on the histeric mistekes Ausiria comuitted
particularly since 1867, nothing will be dons for the necessary Austriane
Czechoslovak understanding which is certainly the basic element of Denubian

reconstruction,

............................
............................................................
............
---------------

................................................................................................................

My dear Jr. Winter,

The abbreviated program you published in your Austrizm Bulletin No. =
showed me that we arc marching towards the seame goal., liay I mention & Iew
additional ideas which would perhaps zllow us to have the same road or at

least the opportunity of collaborating in the framework of a qualificd cone

certion? I think there are many important things to be done before we reach
the point whero we should agreec to disagrode

l.) 2An attempt at the solution of our special Danubian question must
start from the recognition that they ere embedded in & much wider, furopean,
nays world problé:ga Therefore vour expression "European Commonwealth" does
not g far enough, We need more than the example of what you call "the ideas
of the Irglish-speunking nations", we need their perpetual cooperation. Uﬁ-
less these nations are firmly resolved to shoulder this time the responsibil-
ity which has always been the victor's share, they had better lay down arms
at once, They must gusrantee the maintenance of the new order 1o cous, with
the suoport of all thoss whose peace-mindedness can be trusted. Ths best

instrument of that guarantee will be & new League of Nations, very
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different from what we hed under this neme until 1938, No institution can
provide "peaceful change" which is not strong emough to prevent change by
force= the latter aliwmys being more nromising to the discontent, The new
League must be one tc which it would be vitel to belong end from which 1t

| would be fatal to be excludsd,

2+) This super-national structure must be based on a firm foundation of
regional sub~divisions, one of which mi i be called Furopean Commonwealth
though it must certeinly include Great Britain, I wonder way you emphaclze

so vigorously Austrial's Wgelfedetormination" end"independence'. Tne Germall-

speaking Austrians must; of courses enjoy as much of these 1wo rights as any
other coammunity, but selfwdetermination has been one of the most abused and
destructive catch~words and independence may involve ideas 2uite incompatible
vith the order we are hoping far, Vhat we need is & femily of semi-scoverelgn,

neither dependent, nor independent but interdenendent nations, In 1919 the

receivers what use they would make of thern, This blunder must not be ropeated.

3.) We Germanw~speaking Ausirians in exile have a special privilege which
distincuishes us £rom our Czech, Polish and othor friends, If thoey discuss
the futiure of Rurope, they are bound to display the belief in the establish-
ment of what they got in 1919, Only we who always felt to be the remmant of
the Austrian<Hungarien lMonarchy and who have no covernment in exile, only we
are free to express our doubt whether the structure of 1919 is not even more
obsalete than ﬁha'l: for the survival of which you and I fought on the Russian
and Italien soil from 1414 until 1818, Ve Cerman~speaking Austrians alone can
express the opinion that the effect of Hitler's ice-~breaking activities is not
ornly misery and disaster but also a great opportunity for all those who want
to make & better, @ more lasting end safer order this time. Austria has al-
ways been an ldea rather than a geographical name and we Gerumalle speaking
A1strians have perhaps the proud vocation of forming the spiritual nucleus of
e new Denubien community of verious linguistic bodies vhich, like Switzerland,
could set an example to the whole world. This sounds very Op'bimis'tic but I

trust that the Danubian tribes, reunited as they are under the some yoke, have
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overcome all the petty resentments which play such a pernicious part among
their selfestyled recprescuiatives abrodd

After the Civil VWar in Vienna, February 1934, we both did our best o
promote the reconci’iation between the rogime and the Soclsa izt wortorse You
did it as Vienna's Vise-Burcomaster, as & lecturer snd writer sud mainly by

collecting those Socialists who were conscious of national necessities withe

out ebandoning their party=couvictions, I 41¢ 1t as a journalist and foreign
corresnondent who tried toc strengthen the left wing ol the regime, the
Christiun Trade Unionists, egainst the seomi-lascist Heimwehren, We both,
labellsd at the sems moment as Communist and Fasclst, were unsuccessful but
it was worth “rving. It is a sirange coincidence thatl youy the lMonarchist of
a tirne in which this colour was out of fashicng are & Republican today wherees
I who oppesad you in those olden days, am now inclined to believe that the
supar-navional gtate on the roprube will nosd & supsr-natiornal head, in other
words a shrictly cemstitutional monarch, VWe could, if we would, postpone
this ciscussion since we have to concentrate on the propaganda for tase
liberation 27 our corpairiots at home, But the optimism without which 1
should b2 unakle to do this work, is upheld by the hope that they in thelr
digpeir are seeking refuge in exactly those traditional values which we tarew
eway lightheartedly in 1919 only to be punished mercylessly for our lack of
feith twenty yeers later,

A mesarchism of this type can, of course, never be & party=-creecs We
mey ceil it a conservallve ettitude axl even this does not refer primarily 1o
g spacizl form of states But the gesiion of "right" or Teft" should not be
allowed to impede the commen effort of all those who are qualified and sinceres

Yours

(signed) Dr, Franz Klein

TTEYTELE " AL LA R
------------------------
------------------------------------

--------------------------------
-----------------------------

THE AI‘JSY.E'{ O"" AJ A_I""I-nl EGITILIS D

‘“1.)”'\?]6 Austrians shou.;l be'm:};lem't; revitalize Austrizn democracy according
4o the idees of the Imglish spscking world, but this world itself would have
to taks over the task of policing the cther half, However, taking into
gccount reelisticelly the inheriied dislike of the Inglish speaking world to

police other peoplssy we others should be eager 1o concentrate, @as guickly as
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it can be doncy upon such a kind of reconstruction which would again police
itsell, Does anybody of sound political thought umlieve that such a scheme of
federative cooperation in the Danube Besin would be facilitated by the

Hapsburg Monarchy?

2o) If there shall be a good peace, a family of lnterdependent nations will
certainly be the final result, But as any fuinctioning edministration of a
democratic commonwealth can only be the result of democratic elections these
semi;-scvereign'ties fitted into & new world ordsr can be basically-at least so
far as the atmosphere, but also the final technique is concerned-only the res
sult of self-determination, of plebiscitecs and elections within a democratic
systen of governmmsnt, sealed by & Jjudicial procedure, As the peoplc congured
by the Nazis are striving for national lihorty, shall we Austrians, because
of the ambitions of the Hapsburg dynasty, be more sophisticated than the

otiiers by striving for interdependency?

3.) I Uiink, the Austrians too, if they are politicelly minded aml not
ideological dream.rs, can stick only to the legal continuity of lMarch 11, 1938
es that date; when Cermany conguered Austria, It is an error to believe that
"the German-spesking Austriens' have any greater_responsibility than others
for the federative union of the Danubian nations, We have to break delinitely
with the Greater Austrian ideology of the pacst which burdened us with this
rosponsibility for the sake of the Greater Austrian imperialism, On the
contrarys we have to devote ourselves whole~heartedly to the task of reconw
structing the union of the smaller nations living between Germany, Russia and
Italy by displaying nothing else than our egual interest, egual responsihbility
and equal determination to do our best. It is the most fateful residuum of
dyncstical thinking in the minds of Austrians that they ambiguously speak of
Austrie confusing prewar cnd postwar Austrie for the sake of dynastical

gmbitlions,

4,) I judge the problem of the "fam of state", monarchy or republic, accorde
ing to political re@:irements rether than metaphysical ideals, Hence I always
have been of tl® ovinion that it was an error to destroy the prewar monarchy

instead of reforming it, although the historic gilt of the dynasty and the
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political necessity of the national movements in bringing about the Succession
States mede it politically inevitable, Thus I have not 10 repent vhat others
"lightheertedly" have dene, lloreover, I have been of the opinion that it might
heve provided a slight chance of preventing the Nazification of Austria if the
Hepsburgs could have been intsgrated into the frame of the existing authorie-
tarian state which could have been done without the restoration of the monarday
in the proper sense, But it wed the movement of Legitimism itselfl which missed
the grand chunce of conservatism in general to be the champion of democracy
and sonstitutionalism, as the Prussian axl Bavarian conservetives had missed
it before, Today, the Hepsburgs only 1aggrava'te the primary task of federative
union among 'the Succession Netions which I still consider the true partners of
reconstruction, Mo such remote question as the one, for instence, related to
the possible future usefulness oi & senstitutional monarchy in keeping these
nations solidly united in the face of & new threat of agx ‘cesion can alter this
fact. I em not sure whether such am imperial symbol of unity as the Hapshurgs
have boon will be nccessory in the world of tomorrow, but rataer swco that
herdly any preotender of the 20th century, who nov only has to preserve, but
wonts to rogcin a throne, will be able to display the abilities of o Rudolph
of Hapsburg, Charles V, od Joseph II, together, which he cbvieugly would have
to dispiayve if he were to be successiul,

Thus I agree fully with the advice of an Englid. Jesult (given in the Londn
Josuit poper "The Teblet" of March 16, 1940): "We think it doubtful whether
there can be any future for the Hapsburg dynasty. But if there 1s, it will
come about as the restoration of Charles II, to the English throne in 1660
came about, not through the activity of exiles, but to resolve deadlocks.,

Vhen the future of the Danube Valley becomes practical politics, scheme

will be pitted egainst scheme, and the ideology of 1919 being today so dise
credited, it may happen that the only compromise on which agreement will Dbe
obtainable will be 1o restore the Hapsburgs as constitutional head and federal
heeds, permanent presidents of a new union, The Hapsburgs meantime should
parade no ambition, and the head of the house should eentent himself with
letting it be known that he would not decline if he were really wanted. ke

should show no sort of eagerness, and if he is a wise man he will feel none.
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Any suggestion that the great memories of the Hapsburg dynasly are in the
market, to be mobilized for use in conjunction with foreign capital, will
weeken the one great asset of the house, its prestige end its long absence

from responsibility for the present troubles",

As the Hapsburgs in person are acting in every detail contrary to this advice

of someone friendly to them, as far as %heir human problems &re concerned,
they certainly will not feel surpxised that the politically minded followers

of their cause who however put Austria above Hapsburg are leaving 1in & cOn=
stant stream the black and yellow ship of Legitimism which is something
archeic, but does not represent any straight course leading into a constructi-

ive Central European future,

L
-------------------------------
------------------------
---------------------------
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The preparatory committee for the estmblishment of an Austrian National

Council in the United States recommends the following four points as an

Austrian platforms

For Austria's gelf-determination, liberty and independence,

For = demccratic system of government, revitalized by the ideals of the
Englisliwscsaking world,

For e social desmocracy, based on the cooperation of all classes,

For a Burcpean Commonwealth of Nations, to which national sovereignty, ine
cluding the form of state, is subordinated,

Frank Harand, former lajor of the Austrian lilitla

Dr, Aurel Kolnai, author .

Richarg Krun,; former Oberstleubtaant of the Austrian Army

Ernet fiockoy fermer editor-in~chief of "Nevsss Wiensr Taghlatt” (Wochenausgebe)
Dr. Richard Radler, formerly Press Department of the Austrian Foreign Office
Dr. Erast Teiawurm, Research Assistant in llew York University

Dr., Erunst Karl Winter, former Vice-liayor of Vienna, professor of the New School
for Social Research,

AUSTRO=-AMERICAN CENTER 8 West 40 New York City Room 203
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Deeply impressed by the historic mseting of the heads of the two Englich-
speaking nations and the Bisht Points of their joint declaration, the under-
siened consider it btheir duly %o raise their voices again and to propose t0
their ccmpatriots, Americans of Austrian descea’t and Ausirian nationals in
this country, tc establish e united, efficisnt and coordinated FRIE AUSIRIAN
MOVEIENT in the United States, in order to motilize all Austrian forces in
the fight for Freedom.

Recalling the speeches of Prime Minister Winston Churchill (beginning with

his first solemn declaration of November 1l, 1939), and parallel proucunce-
ments cf President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Secretary of State Cordell Hull,
who frequently‘mentisgéa“husfgzéas the first country to have lostv its inde-
pendernce and to be restored by an Allied viciory, we know that the Eight Poiats

refcr to all the conquered European nations from Austria to Greece.

Fully aware of the necessity of a united effort of the Amnericans of Austrisn
descent and the Austrisn nationals in this country to safeguard the vital
interests of the Austrian pecple in the service of Democracy, the uncdersigned
have set up a coordinating committee which stends: For the inalienable right
of the Ausbrien people "Ho choose the form of governmend under which they will
live", "to see sovereign rights and self-govermment restored" and "to dwell in
safety within their own boundaries". TFor a system of govermment which restores
the Rights of lian, self-govermment in communities and territories, and a demo-
cratic constitution based upon Parliszmentary representation. ror a social
legislation emanating from the cooperation of all classes wnich guarantees
security and progress to the working people in town ana countiry, and re-
establishes their right of free coalition and collecctive bargaining. Ior an
internaticnal order, from regional pacts o a world organization, in which
national sovereignty is limited by voluntary agreemsnis among the peoples con-
cernede

The Coordinating Committee appéals to all Austrisn-American groups and organizas=
tions in the United States to join in the formation on the broadest non=-partisan
basis of an Austirien National Council in the United States.
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New York = September lsi, 194.l.
Austrian Action Avstro-American Center
Ferdinand Czernin Ernst Kerl WintTer
Austrian Section of the Conservative Austrians
American CommitTtee On Mariin IMuchs

Earonean Reconstruction
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Aurel EKolnai
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AUSIRIA AND THE FIGAT PO0INTS

From Austria to Greece everyone of the conquered nations has reason %o be joy=-
ful ahout and graveful fer the Eight Points agreed upon by President Irankiin D.
Roossveit and Frime Minister Winston Churchille They will be the banner ¢ vis
smaller naticus in yeers to come. They prove that the two most poweriuli nallisas
of the worlid have fully understood the eternal value which the smaller navicns
repressnt for humen civilization. They indicate the deep conviction of both the
United States of imerica and the British Empire that their own power and grand-
eur depends vpon the sclemn recognition of ngtional individvalivy, be 1% big oo
small. Wobody may be hetter able to testify than we Austrians that hors exectly
1ics the most decisive point of difference between Anglo-American thoughs =21d
German thought in all its varianise

This is the great identity between the Eight Points and the Fourteen Points of
Wocdrow Wilson: both aim at the protection of the smaller natilns against Vhose
who tell us that it is not worth while to protect them, Againsv vie 1:i1810l
fostered by ideologists in both countries, United States and Greov Britaln, with

nct a few political exiles from the bigger nations among them, that there will




. be a future without nationsl sovereignty and without frontiers, the Tight Pointe
emphasize the "sovereign rights" of all nations, including the right of "cheocsing
the form of govermment™ and including the right of "dwelling in safety within

| their own boundaries". This indicaotes the conservative character of the Eight

Points which want to preserve or restore a status quo ante. Wilson's Fourteen

Points also showed remarkable treces of conservatism, too often overloOiked.

Point X for instance said; "The peoples of Austrias-Hungary, whose place among

nations we wish to see safegvarded and assured, should be accorded the freest

opportunity of autonomous develcvment." Wilson's couservatism had to yield
later, when historic forces insisted upon tlie dissolution of the Austrian-Hungar=-
ian Monarchy. At that time the idez of self-determinstion, though not present

in the Fourteen Points themselves, removed the checks and balances of conservat-

ism. From this viewpoint it seems particul=aily useful that the Tight Points ex-

pressly maintain the idea of nstional soversignty (as did already the Czecho-
slovaek=-Polish agreement of Novewber 1lth, 1940). For national sovereignity now
means the protection oi the smaller nations which may guarantee that their self-
government is not degraded to "cultural autonomy" and their national wealth is
not drawn away from the disposal of their political authorities. The 65 million

Germans would be able to resign nat ional sovereignty in a Duropean Confederacy

or Federal State, and would still profit from such a resignation. But the small-

er nations cannot simply resign this vital right which is their main protection

and they cannot afford to do that particularly in 2 comuniiy of big and small
alike. If, however, these smaller nations will be eble to combine their forces
in creating a federative union of their own which would make them together as

powerful as any big nation, then they will certainly have to delegeate elements

of their national sovereignty to that higher community they want to establish.

Nevertheless, even in this most fortunate case they will delsgate their rights

voluntarily, pooling their forces together, but they will not be forced to resign

what is theirse

The scheme of conservatism which is recognized by the Eight Points silently has

a "normal year" in mind, the status quo of which should be restored. Numerous
utterances of Churchill and Roosevelt, Eden and Hull remove any doubt that this
date of normality is Jenuary lst, 1938. Otherwise, the Eight Points would apply
to any pesce with any post-Hitlerian German regime keeping its booty of German-
speaking countries. Since Churchill's first solemn declarati on of November 1llth,
1939 there is no doubt that the British government has not only recognized Czecho-
slovakia and Poland in their pre-=Munich or pre-war shape respectively, but would
also be ready to restore an independent Austria in the frame of her frontiers of
1918/38, if the Austrians themselves, at home and in exile, might be up to this
taske Unfortunately, the Austrisns in exile did not keep pace with their chance,
primarily because of the historic guilt of the official leadership of Austrian
Legitimism which has outdone by this omission all the historic virtues it may
have displayed in former times. Then Winston Churchill in his last speech of
August 24th mentioned the Austrians as the first victims of Nazi Germany, but
initiated the list of countries to be restored with *he Czechs, he wasonly con=
sistent from the viewpoint of a government interested primarily in war efforts
which the Zuys trians so far were unable to contribute. As Austrian war efforts,
indispensable from the viewpoint of offensive strategy, can be set up only on the
basis of politicel coordination of as many Austrian energies as possible, it will
be the noise made by the Austrian Legitimists, nor the reluctance of the Austri-
an Socialists which will count in the long run, but the coordinating activities
of the Austrian Center, numericelly weak in exile perhaps, but spiritually strong
by its contacts with the overwhelming feeling of the Austriasn people at home.
When Great Britain's war efforts turn into its offensive stage, these energies

will count.

In conformity with their conservative character, the Eight Toints emphasize the
sovereign rights of the legal authorities. Those national sovereignties which
legally existed before the first ettack of Nezi Germany started, and those
national frontiers which correspond to them, are not desired to be changed by the
two English-speaking powers, Against the possible interpretation that the Eizht
Points are determined to favor as meny plebiscites as possible, it is safe to
presume that what they indicate is just the opposite. Iet us have, for a moment,
the useful vision of a post-Hitlerian Furope to be reorganized by Great Britain,
the United States and Soviet Russia unanimously. If anyone might then want to
modify legal frontiers and to challenge existing sovereignties, he would heve
against him established factors of power and the predominance of an ideology
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contrary to thet which once favored frontisr rectifications under thz hsel of
Nezi Germany. If for instance some fanatic groups of Nazified Austricns, or |
Sudeten Germans, or Corridor Germans, who would not be 4iscouraged enougn by

the defeat of Nazi Germeny, mightc¢ want to suvport such a movement of separation
from the status quo ante, they alone would have to start it against the exist-
ing powers determined by defeat ani victory, end expressed in terms of defeated
and victorious governments snd armies. The Eight Points do not encourage move=
mentc for changes; on the contrary, they encourage the stability of sovereignties
and frontierse The movemenis for changes will be encouraged only by the historic
contingeney of victory. Ccnsequently, if the Allies win the war and the Austri-
an, CUzechcslovek and Polish governments knowing their aims stand firmly together,
there will be no movement for separstion emong the Austrians, Sudeten Germans
and Corridor Germans, while there may easlly be plebiscite movements in the
Adriatic Littoral in favor of Yugoslavia, in Southern Tyrol in favor of Austria,
in Lueatia in favor of Czechoslovakia, in Silesis in favor of Czechoslovskia

and FPoland and in Eastern Prussia in favor of Polesnd and Lithuania. As long =s
Germany marched on historically, the world learned and spoke of the German-
speaking minorities all over the world, But if Dussia would once be among those
b0 turn the wheel, it may easily be that the world learns to speak of fthe
Slavonic peoples in Germany, the Serbs in Lusatia, the Czechoslovaks and Poles
in Silesia, the Poles and Lithuanians in FEsstern Prussia. There are millions

of Janissaries in the ranks of the Germen pecple, many of them only superficial-
ly Germanized and therefore predestined to rediscover their inner being, if

history changes its coursec.

Moreover, it will be the function of regional blocks to guarantee the status
qQuo ante emong their own pariners. Hence there will be no plebiscites among
the Czechs, Sloveks, Croats and Slovenes in Austria, as vice versa none among
the Sudeten Germans in Czechoslovakia and other German-speaking minorities
within the boundaries of the other partners of a Danubian Blocke As these
confederates certainly will delegate elements of their national sovereignty

to their superior community, they may also mutuzlly drop the application of
the right of self=-determinstion concerning the national minorities within
their neighborst' boundaries. But the partners of a confederacy might go an-
Oother step rorward. They might mutually drop the right "to choose the form

of govermment" in favor of a constitutional scheme adopted in common. Under
the abstract rule of free choice, the United States of America would never
have been possible, nor would a Danubian Block be possible under such condi-
tionse The homogeneity of the form of government is the main concrete of a
federative union. If there would be no common structure of the form of govern-
ment emong confederates, there could be consequenitly no delegation of national
sovereignty and no abandonment of the right of self-determinat ion concerning
the linguistic minorities. For the Danubian nations there is no other al-

ternative: either the restoration of the Habsburgs in a Greater Austrian em-
pire, or, if this is considered an anachrcnism, tThe identicel democratic fomm

of govermment for both the federative union and every single partner. While
the first alternative would be dangerously close to the erection of a new
1dol of mystic leadership, immediately after that of Nazidom is crushed, the
second alternative pre-supposes the voluntary renunciation of the, otherwise
inalienable, right "to choose the form of government" on the part of all
nations concerned in favor of a common system of government binding both the

superior community and its single members.

Within the frame of the Zight Points, the regional organization of ZTurope in
general and Danubian Furope in particular is the next consequence. This in-
cludes the reintegration of the Danubian naetions into a stronger unity of their
own than the one they have fomed during the last decades, as well as the
federalization of Germany into a looser unity than she has been since Bis-
marckKe Within the Danubian Block, as envisaged by those Austrians who are
conscious of their political differentiation from the Germans, there will be

no absolute sovereignty, no frontier rectifications, no national plebiscites
and no free choice of the form of government, although *.ere should be a
"plebiscitary democracy" confirming or correcting the govermment and its ad-
ministrations On the other hand, if the federalization of Germany would pro-
ceed so favorably that Germany returns scmenow to her function as international-
ized German Federation, it migat be wiser on the part of the victors to re-
frain from promoting the disintegration of Germany, in order to preserve her

as a clearing-house of those local unities which the German peoples themselves
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will have to carve out from the hody of centralized Bismarckien=Hitizrian

. Cermany, if they want TC survive &s a big cultural unity within a Huropean
Commouwealtl:, in whicl The emaller nations will have the leads
August 15th, 1941, ; E.K.We
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The following items are %hs resuli of discussincns going on for mwonths
wivkin the frame of %tha Avstyo=Llmoricaon fn:ﬂﬁi g0l the Avstrian Sesdtion
cf ths American Commitise o0n Fuicpean heccngtruct.iod. Yhey were {ormiue
lesed ~pricr Lo Llhe p":Jf,Mu;on of the Hlight Pcinius- vnder the persoin=
al responsibility of The undersigned auvihen..

1, ;ﬁ“:_; +_e_1_r_':{_§_}113'93§_}3_:_“_31_ In speelking of Austris we Tascitly presuprose the
compreia defeat of Hiblerism through the cconcentraled efforts of Grest Brit-
ain and her allies, including the indispenssbie cooperation of Russia and

he Unived Stavess, - n ary case of anpeasing Hitler instead of crushing him,
Austria would kave no chence at all to regain her indenendence, but would

cxtainly figure among the most obvious cbjects of compensation. Iuritlher-
more, if the collepse of Geimany weuld be the consequence cof revolublonary
ravher than military events, and there would be in fact a revolutionery over-
throw of the Nezi regime (which ssems very improvable), any Germen revoluuion,
aLso a leftisv one, might eesily coantinue cherlshing the idol of Geiznan
national unity including the "Ostmark". Thus the nationel interest of Ausiria
is that not only Ruzsia but the English-~speaking countiries too should have
an army ca the Zurcpean contineny, or in othsw words, that the iatter couttries
should defiritoly be converted to the ocffensive stravegy, without which ©iis
war will nct ?ﬂ wone Waether Russia will survive or not, the British will
abesolutely el an offensive strategy, in order either %o win the war on %thelr
own account and consequeptly to organize the posit=-war world according Vo theilr
own visicn ﬂjcre, cr., uwadar less favorable conditions, to share with Russia
in both winning the war end organizing th2 peacs. As no nation on earth will
have a Ia“"¢9h,llﬂé inllusnce on the shaping of the new world order after
this war, urlass it has coutributed blocd, tears end swea®h, there is no doubt
that the extent o these alone relevant sacrifices vill consgtiltubte the morel
weigh*t which is %o decide cn the scales of historvy “he preblem of prevalence
and surremacy smong the cormpeting types of eivilization which are engaged in
this life and death strugzlee
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lles, in«ol11n6,taﬂ presence of ellied armmuiss in Canvral Eusof
inte ‘est Of eviery Centiral aropman country world be the existence cf Thse
closest possibLiic underste :ng between the Veritern dexocracies and Sovis

551a (if uufﬂLVIhh .as W?Ll as e exisvence ¢f the cloarest and simplest

2: ~n2 Avmistics Pericd. FProsupposing & victory cof Creab Briiald

ruction (agreed upon st least vy the two Fnglish-
syealing __pnre 1?'Rus“ia could act be trought into line)s Om vweatever
vlan it may beko pl ce, The reconstiuction ol Central Furcpe will need some
time, and from %4his viavipoint a cervain delay in the del inite pcace sctile=-
mant, an armictice pericd of scveral yesrs, could be advisebie. This period
weuld ve omufricient to lay the maia foundations for the fubure peace in cln=-
foriaity with the outeome of Lhe strn ole and with the sgreemeris conclvded
among the vichors, while $h2 paorles in quesiion would have tiino ersush 40
acap® themselves to tha new ccnditions so that at the ead of tnz pericd they
weuld be prepered suflici=rtly for the lesgel conclusion of the peace ireany,
Whl s would reguire their formal participation on the tasis of a soiritual
recrganization achieved in the meantime. Subsa2guent nlesbiscites would cer-

tainliy only confirm the settlements of the ﬁrm1"m¢hﬁ period, while ey al-
gtract self-deteruirabicn without =zuch a pericd of G€LQG«70L WLl T2 ruinous
for Euvope from The vasry stsrt,; The Turopean peonies after vears of Germaua
ocoupation wilil e in a p ical conaidicn wich excludes the immediate
applicat 1:& cf selledovermination, also undsr intarnatlional conbrol, until
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their mente da;lstmen* is sgceurad., Tals means, in terms cof the‘Austrian
problem, *haﬁ tvo political questions of o new Austria which we belizve to-
cay. perhaps wronz.y. 1£>}ma'ﬂg;'b_wf st caes, uniorn with a demncratic Germeany
cr reurion wita Czelhoslovaltie and Eungary oo the one kand, liabeburg monarchy
CI' cemagracy on ths comzor EAIO},Q“ ~3vel 0n the other kand, woulli be dsesciced
aurl.;g tus armistice pericd by “hose who will be the vietors and hherefore

alltne responsible for the new European order to0 cane. These decisions would
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have to be confirmed later by the rules of "plebiscitary democracy®. Only
this weould be the rezl fulfillment of national sell~determinat ion which

can ov be the anarchi¢ privilege of estroying the Furcpesn order, establish-
ed by the power and responsibility of the victors, but only the right to
administer this order by democratic means, into which plebiscitary institu-

vions shiould largely be included.
3¢ The Inforcement of Peace, The fnglish-speaking empires will undoubied-

ly bEZEEE”EE&?E”G””%!T"IECT“T‘at a pelicirg function will be required from
them for some time efter peace is congludzd. The more this edditional peIr-
icd cen be protracted ihe s aanszor thers will be ¢f a third catastrophee.
This necessitv of policin ?he WoTreG will have o be faced by the English-
spaakirg pewers under any clrcuunshancese If Dussia s survives, Tthese pcwers
will be ~ neceszary counterpoisc to the then growing Rvu-.lian influence and
pr;dCMHnance in ceriein parts of Europs, and if Russia coll apses, they will
have 0 bear the whole weight of what otherw1sﬂ would be, in peaer?t, Russia's
tasge DNevertheless, the military enforcement of o lasting peace by stand-
ing armies, powsrful navies and efxlclent e.r arms, sugteined by the Ing=-
llsk=gpeaking exmires for a iong time to come, will rather be of a transi-
tory Cu arecter aund serve educeticnal pu_poseuo Lhe phantasm of a "Pex Brit-
annice-Ansri nana" which would deminate the werld by force is neiths to
Ingland’s nor to America‘s Likiuge Within the frame of the military forces
of the ngllsh-avaaklnv ccuniries there are evean now, end there will be more,
ellied groups (tvhe Free French. Polish, Czechoslovak, Yugeslav, etcs armies),
which later on w1]l eaciliy pa“tlcipate in policing their cwn cowmiries and
wiil finally Jace over tiilg job by themselves, perhaps continuing to be in-
corporated in%o a comon freme. Thus, the tyne of organization which today
comprehends vhe allied tnits within the 2ritish eITly mey acquire prominence
in the fuiure. DBy this statute the first sters may be accomplished to teach
the Burcpe:rn rations how $0 peiice thumselves, without abandoning that unity

witich in iitselif is the bast policing force.
4de The Aushy rian Cﬁiu*ﬂb*¢1p4_Tc i1ch 2 Settlement, From the Austrian viev-
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point it would ne extren 1Y urgens to c"ca"-’c i1 active Austrian cooperat ion
in all matiers cgnceri;ng War, ermistice and pezce right nowe Not unle ss

the Austriaus will havo a similsr netional aushorivy, goverument or national
council as aeve the Czechosloveks, Foles and Yugosievs, an authority in
caarge ¢t an Austriasn military urit like the others, will it be possible to
assign the administration of Austris to Aushtrian forces and the inveriorx
pcliciing of Avebria to an Austrien ariny and police at the same hour when the
Czechoslovak, Polish and Yugoslav armies may be able t0 assume their functions
in their respective countries. To convribute, as far as their powers 20, To
the accomplishment cf this goal seems to be the great task of the Ausirien
Pe.itica. exiles. This tesk is certainly less difficul. than that of the
rermean political exiles, whn woull have to Lreeend 0 bLe the speakers of the
pesc-fitlerian shans of a €5 miiiion empire, the very basis of which, after
Hit: er has used 15 a3 his stariing-pcint, has becons hJ toriﬂally guzstion=
able- Dut the task of the Austzian political exlles, 100, remains precticale
1y uan’veolu as .crg as Great Britain herseif has not choszn her Auctrian
A.ly similarliv as she did in the cose of Foland and Czechosloyzkia. This
omissicn, ':lnaﬂzlv dus t0 Vbhe inabhility of the Austrians in exiiec 50 over-
cone Thelr parvy difficulities, as Poles and Crechosloveks have cuccsssiully
dene, hes its suppierevtery cause in the fact that Creat Pritain so Fax did
ncv accept the idsa of offeusive stravegy, an indispencable raxt ol waich
wovld bz to take a g%and in regard to such proviems of the future Hznce,
Austria repains tile being SPl“i?U?L;y ehandoned 1o G@"*ﬁﬂfo Put as
icng as Dw':r ) v0 Germary, this war will not be won by Great Britain.

3
It might turn out difsastercusiy for the whole of Europe if Auvstria were to

rsmain in tne spiritual grasp of Germany down to the end cf the war,
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Mis f-a*,.._s_.:,.-* iimae arher vhe fireb Vorld War
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Oo Jurﬂne:n Wofﬁr**“r??tﬁw 8oneg Pexicnsl Tiness Tt would be Utopilen and
.W'C".].-l-]. SN VYT LU i .L“"ﬁ t“-ﬁ” ).u. OJ.. L ae

i tT.e vision of a Jriﬂra avrovcen order would rely exclusively upon tde

icea -of a’'Buarcpesn Confedoracy T, Ttending toward e “‘":Jer L state", and elimine
aving "natioral govereigatye or res ricting it to mere "culbtural Lutonomy"a
Tha United Statee ceu be netthsy copied aor gurpassad bty Lurepse Alter all,
itne Buretean penples sirugele for lihemy: cocey and they eve expecting en
créa2r iun waich whsir natianal libexty would bis betier resvected Lthan Jn
Iitler’as Certainly there wilil

be a speclial Burovzan coastiructidgn within
d League of Nabionse Butbt this Lurope;n con=-

the worid~wide frame of a renewe
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striction has to be organized in such a way as w0 proteet the liberty of
those Eucopesn nabticks whalch are the main bearers of Iursopean culbtural values
against potential aegressorss Tais protection will only be accomplished

by an organizaticn aiong regionadl lines, as any cther type of organilization
woul.ld 13gal;za mew the geographicer, 2umerical end military superiority

of the 65 millicn Germers in vhe h2art of Eurcpe and Woula only tempt their
over~deveicped appetite for domipstion. Vhiie certain general Iurcpean in-
terests, po;itzcal ard econtnmlic, fjn 136 cut from the uﬁoﬁe,:m:y find their
special exvression in gensrel Iy CT zationz, if not Iin world orgaiie

1T, l
‘:.:—J -Luh

':

ZathJS; ﬁh“ gﬁlitiGE; sNd e2OLn0nIC centan SP grgviﬁj or pegple*s evaryday
+ife should lieo in regicnal f'":;v,‘.._-u; Hinu3,; vased upon the liberty and ii-
dependence oL thelx }c’ neir raticna. ELe:o reglonal organizations or "blocks"

would rsplace and modernize tihe former Iurcpean preat powers whicih througi
centuries had beer the basic slzments of the Furcpean family of nations, its
cilvilization and its DPZ8aC 3o

6c Tie Danubian Block, In this rsapect, Ausiria bela:gs crganically, by
force ol gocgraphy and history, and in aceordance wita her ecoacmic ard
military int@vws+fq 0 vhe regional unity <f che pocples living ian 1o
Centes, ths North Bast, the Tast and the Soulth Zast of Central Europe which

m1

are cheracterized by Tho fcllowing ;wq,nrasg i ¢ overwhelmingly amal
o™ pecples, or at least conparalively weak owing Vo geograpaical cause
They are traditionelly expcsed T0 aggression, symbolized by phllOQOPQHes
and dispositvicus present, although to a diffeirent dagree, in the history and
bradition cf Germeny, Italy and Russesia. They are located between the Baitic
Sea, the Adriatic Sea and the Black Sea, where they have shaped a civiliza-
tion of trheir owa for a thousand and more vears, as an element c¢f which they
nave elabhcrated the techulique of federative symbiozsis in all poerriods of
European hiviirye The scope of this regional unity is clearlg suybdivided
into thees pawisg: the QZ“?E:WE“EL&.¢3 the cen%er, consisting c¢f Austria,
Czechosluvaliz and Lugba,;, or ia other words the trianele Vienna-Prague-
Budapesv; the Tishula Dasiu the Worth Zast, consisting of Poland, the
three Baltic countries aid &% least the Western Ukrainian or Ruthenian
territory; end the Balkan rgninsula in the South Bast, consisting of the

L
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sixz Badikan countries. Aithouvgh in strict terms it is Lnﬂecu“ate to speak

of a Danubien Bleck, elther s0 far as tle Austrian-Czechoslovek~Hungarian
triangle is concerned.--for Czechoslovakia in her center belcngs to the

Blbe system~=, O S0 far as the regional unity as a whole is concerned,=-
the Vistula Basin being entirely separated from the Donube and only three

of the Ballkan countries having Dunubian interests,--it seems nevertheless
proper v label the regional unity between B-ltic Sca and Black Sca briefly
"$he Doaubian Block", as its political nucleus certainly is the Danube Bisiiie

7» The Frontiers of the Denubian Block. In terms of Iuropeen power politics,
the 30 million of the Danube Basin proper are no match at all for any of the
aggressive neighbors, unless they be combined organically with the more than
50 million of the Vistula Basin and the more than 40 million c¢f the Balkan
Peninesulia; whereas, on the other hand, these peoples taken together, number-
ing over 100 million, would doubtless be a powerful factor by themselves,
carab.ie of dealing with any neighbor on an equal footings DMoreocver, the ties
ezisting bolween Hungary, Rumenia and Yugoslavia, or between Czschoslovakia
ennd Puliand, definitely exclude any idea of a mere Austrian-~Czecchosiovak-
Hingarian combination. Hence, the Danubian Block will be a powsr of at least
00 million, or 1Y will not be at all: The frontiers of this Danubien Block
will prinarily depend upon what scheme will be applied to post-war Germany.
2L ths £~u~0194 block of smaller peoples is feasible, they would have no in-
ST iy Tdismemberment" of Germany, though perhaps some ia her "federals
izpaion" which would trancsiorm the uniterian, centralized Bismarckian-Hitlerw
Azich into a similar kind of federative union as the Danukion Block it-
soly woeld btes, The more this pest-war Germany would be federalized the less
rectifications of the frontizrs of 1938 would be requircds Taking invo
accouny the frenvievrs of those 13 states which existed between Germany, Italy
and nusslia in 1938, there would De, speeking in terms of the European order
cf yesterday, only two indispensable frontier rectificeations: the extension
of the so=called Polish Cerridor in%o a broader Baltic base, or in other woxrds
ths sbserpvion of East end West Prussia, including Danzig, into the Polish-
Lithuanian Sunﬁme, and the incorporation of the former Austriasn Littorsl on
the Adrlavic Seay including Trieste, with its overwhelming Yugoolav nonulation,
11.50 the Dacube=Balkan schemes In both cases the incorporation of the coastal
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regions into their resrective Polish~Lithuanian and Yygoslav hinterlands
would be historically, economically and linguistically justifiable, provide
ed that the two big poris, Danzig and Trisste, indispensably neasded dy the
Danubian Block, bub nc% vitelly important for Germany or Ttaly, would be
federalized for the intsrest of the Dasubian Block as a wholee If the
problem of the Ostelbizn landownars and their big resl estetes in Zectern
Prussia has otson the most dfpflzudt one @uring the period between thas twe
world Ware, the met hCu3 praciiced in the meantvige by Hitvler himself may

prove compietsly ad:« qnaue for dealios with thls special mattere In & re-
cent discuasion oetvw;n ne micr of the Yugos.iav government in exile and

a fomer ltalizn forsign minis concerning Trieste thie orne overestimated
the role wihich nabtional asnirasticne may =till play after this war, while

the other covviously widerestimated the consequence of Italy's partnership
with Germany. All tlhiese ccnsidesraticns reiabive 10 frontiers are conceived
in .he spirit of the traditionsl nower politics and they will have value

as long only as these power politics DTGV&¢13 1l Burope is ablc to develop

a new type of intvernational orvganizetion, all these considerations may lose
their meaning. But althcush frontier rectificetions may heve less imporitence
in such a new set-up than in former tiues, nobcdy should cherish the il.usion
that the defeated navioas will no% heve to face tals problem at alle It is
ridiculous when anti-~lazi Cerman cxiles believe to be sireng enough to elimi=-
nate this probliem by the minatcry slogan: "If a second Versailles, then a
thiréd World War™. If there will be a new Europe, in which not only a balanco
is held by regional blocks but the federavive principle is applied also to
Furope &s such, then frontier rectifications, while involving a change in
sovereignty, may nct alicgether eliminate the legal influcncc cf the former
sovereign unon the lost region. Fracticelly, then, many cases ¢f "condominia®
may deveilp. zazes of parallel and intersecting sovereignties, although it
should nct 1.z fergetten that even in such cases there would have to be a
suprene canpatence boiwesen these parallel and plurelistic sovereignties.
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8s The Partnsrs of the Danubian Block. The basic elements of the organize-
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tion of any Deuubian EBleck are the national unities: Austrians, Cueclioslovaks,
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Hungarians, Pcles, Rumaaians and'Yugoolava (to drep for the purpose of the
following comparative analysis the ovhar nationsj. Before the VWorld War the
natural partners of any reorganization of the Austrian-Hungarian Monarchy,
which has been the pre-war Panubian Block were the historic unitiss; the
Austrian hereditary lands, Bohemia, Hungary, Croatia, Transylvania and
Galicia, AV that time the moure serious of the proposed schemes centered
around the historic uvnities, but culminated in the envisaged creation of
supplementary natiocnel unities, thus propounding for the first time the

idea of a pluralism of interconnectved sovereignties« The peace treaties

of 1919 definitely destroyed the historic unities, although these had been
to = large extent identical Wlth.EEEEEPiEMEEEEiQE} and substituted every-
where the netional unities, in the shave of thie so-called Succession States:
Austria,; Czechoslovekia, Iungary, Poland, Rumenia and Yugoslavia. These
national uvnities of the Succession States did never represent an accomplish-
ment of the abstract ideal embodied in the so-called "principle of nationali-
ty", eccerding to which State and Nation should become identical and 211
"co=natlonals" in the linguistic sense should share the "birth-right® of be-
ing eutitled to gather into one political frame. On the contrary, every
ouccession Svate contained national minorities. Now Hitler has destroyed
four of these Cuccession States, carving out from their bodies two new tri-

bal univs, Slovakia and Croatia, and he has turned another one, Hungary, back
in%o its former supra-vaticnal existence embracing for the time being again
large national minocrities, On the other hand, the Czechoslovak, Polish

and lugoslav gevernments in exile still exist, and national councils of the
Ooth=r nations in question may follow sooner or later. Great Britain is
allied with these goverrmenits in exile and although the British have not
comitted themselves so far as the detaills of former frontiers are concern-
ed, this alliance means a recognition not only of govermments and their armieas,
but also of their political claims %o restore the unities they are represent~
irgs IV means & compiete miscalculation of this realistic policy of the
Brivtish governmsnt when the Austrian Monarchists, ideologically cooperating
wivh Hitlor in this respect, recognize in their minds the tribal units of
Slovakia and Croatia which rose with Hitler and will fall with him. The
"national sitates" are certainly no absolute ideal; they require supplement=-

v

ary os izations. Nevertheless, particularly as regards the Czechoslovaks
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and Yugoslavs, but also in case of the “de=Habsburgized" Austrians, they
stand for basic political traditions of the Danube region, focused in natione
al capitals, which are more suited to be the pivotal elements of re-integrate
ion in the Danube region than any otlier principle of organization may provide,
least of all the artificial reviviscence of the tribel units at the hands

of Hitler,=-main function of which is to guarantee German hegemony, and not

to promote federative symbicsiss

9« Danubian Fedeiralism. any unlon of the amaller Central European nations
is possible only on a fecerztive basise The idea of hogemony, embodied by
master nations cr by ruling castes, Nordic or otherwise, has to be completely
abandoned. Every single nation has to be orgenized first according to the
federative principle either in a territorial federation like the Austrian
Federal State consisting of nine federal lands, or in federations of tribes

like Czechoslovekia or Yugoslavia. By a federative organization of this
kind the particular problems of Slovakia or Croatia might be easily erased.
Within the frame of the federative union of all these national unities it
nay happen that Slovakia within Czechoslovakia, or Croatia within Yugoslavia
may enjoy a similar federative position as perhaps Tyrol within Austria, or
Ruthenian Galicia within Poland, and this factor may result in a certain
similarity of all these territories throughout the whole Danubian Blocke
There would be tribal units on an equal footing within the national unities
and then the national unities could be supplemented by economic unities
corresponding in many instances to the former historic unitiess Within a
federative system like the Danubian Block the idea of pluralism could be
carried through and both types of sovereignties, national and economic,
could be maintained in an interconnecting parallelism. Besides this hori-
zontal parallelism of various types of sovereignties there would be in this
federative sciu-up the vertical hierarchy of autonomies, or in terms of the
Austrian conssitut ional tradition, of lands, countries and communities, all
of them being corporations of public law entitled to participate in economy,
as well as traditional nurseries of political life since centuriese.

10 The linority Problem of the Danubian Blocke A similar scheme of federalw
ism may be applied to the minority question. Not everyone of the "national
states™ will be interested in this problem in equal degree. Austria and
Hungary are obviously more interested than the others, as the German-speaking
minority is spread out all over the other countries of the entire region and
the Hungarisns could certainly never be re-united unless the empire of St.
Sterhen's crown were to be restored. There are Czechs in Vienna, Slovaks in
Lower Austria, Croats in Burgenland, Slovenes in Styria and Carinthia, but
they all together represent no problem at all as compared for instance with
the Sudeten Germans in Bohemia, lloravia and Silesia. No doubt that any
Austrian regime will be interested in the fate of the German-speaking peoples
among Czechoslovaks, Hungarians, Poles, Rumanians and Yugoslavs, among them
compact peasant population which certainly will survive. Frontier rectifica-
tions could not solve these problems. The transfer of the Burgenland from
Hungary to Austria in 1921 was a solution in terms of that period which could
have arranged in other ways also. Although we had better not reverse this
solution again, it need not be applied to analogous cases like the Southern
Moravian or Southern Bohemian Germans, who belonged to Czechoslovakia, or the
Southern Styrian Germans, who belonged to Yugoslavia, until Hitler united them
administratively with the "Ostmark". If the frontiers of the Danubian Block
themselves as existing in 1938 need only some few rectifications, the national
frontiers within the Danubian Block could be preserved or restored completely
after the pattern of 1938; for within a federative union there would be better
means Of accomplishing the goal of national peace and minority protection than
frontier rectifications. The principal method would, in the long run, consist
ol an educational system which were to embrace at least one neighbor tongue,
culture and history. ©So,for instance, every Viennese would become fzmiliar
with Czechoslovak or Hungarian interests, every Styrian or Carinthian with
Yugoslav interests. There would be furthermore complete national equality
within the smaller unities in all common matters; for instance, the three Danu-
bian nations, Austrians, Czechoslovaks and Hungzarians, might seriously try

to deal with each other on the same level of equality as do the three Swiss
nations, as their grand historic mission would be to become the "Switzerland
of the Egst™s Only in exceptional cases should the method of enforced trans-
plantation of minorities take place, this method being so much the less per-
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manent means of solving the national problem within a federative union &s
the natural development of free movement would soon modify again the nation=-
al demarcation. Tre crucial prcblewm within the whole scope of the Danubian
minority questions remains that of the Sudeten Germens, who are practically
a dozen of smaller trines gravitating either toward Pre-ue and Vienna 0=
gether, or toward a Creaver Cevman Reich behind the Danvbien frontiers. A
new Austrian-Czechoslovak union might have the consequence that those Sude-
ten Germans who would not bHe susceptible of ideonlogical absorption into the
Czechoslovak Stete could chonse tc gravitate tcward Vienna again, where they
had their particular o pormv ities in The paste Another grave minority prob-
lem, transcending the fron iers of the Tanubian Rlock, bul bearing upon its
militery existence as such, is Southern Tv1ole The military frcntier of
Italy on the Brenner Pabs will bte maintained, efter this war, only if I.aly
is to be appeased before the collapse of Germany. but it will be abandoned
in favor of a military froubtier of the Danubian Block at the Southern edge
of the Alps if Italy will cshere the fate of Germany dovm to the bitter erda
Even in the first case, however, the interest of the Darubian Block in South-
ern Tyrol, althoush never as great as in Trieste, would be great encugh to
secure netional autonomy for all the German-speeking, Yugoslav and Latin
elaments within the Italian boundaries in exchange for a similar stavtuvte in
behalf of the Italian-speaking minorities of the Adrietic Littoral. Never-
theless, no abstract scheme of national avtonomy which would guaractse
nat ional self~determination to every naticnal minority should be envisaged
eve:l within the Danubian Block itself before the general peace scltlement
has proved a lasting one, before the new Denubian Block has assuuesd a firm
unity of its own and, particularly, before Geirmany has given de“.inite proof
of bvecoming emencipated from the former traditicn of nationel exransion. IU
i3 cnly withia a2 canpletely stable political orgarization which would again
have beccme & kind of Danubian Enpire that this third category of scvereigni-
ize, the cuvitaral-natlonal or linguistic one, could be established without
nagative ccnszquences. Otherwise, the German minorities within the Danubilan
Lock, organized in national avtonomous communities as "states within the
state", could =asily develop into new spearheads of aggression.

1lls The Consiitution of the Donubian Blocke Any idea of reconstruciing
the new felerative union of tThe Danubian §Loples as a monarchy, even consti-
tuiional acccrding to the Brritish pattern, has to be abandoned from the very
starte The European Mcnarchy is the last remmant of the historic faet that
whe "Nordic race" once ruled the whole of Huropes Where this lNonarchy has
aiready finished its historiec track, it will not be restar ed, after the las?t
trick of the "Nordics", Hitlerism, has been destroyeds The introduction of
the Habsburg question into the Danube nrobhlem could not but aggravate the
chance of federative union, as the Slavonic peoples have definitely broken
with their former loyality toward their Germanic masters. There is a gulf
wiaich cannot be bridged.s This is the more true as the Ilebsburg Legitimists
st1ll refuse to understand the teachings of history in 1918 and 1938, and
stick to the illusion that Slovakia =nd Croatia be symptoms of a roundabout
recburn to the obsolete yesterdaye By the national unities alone, represent-
ed by their governments in exile, can a federative union be shaped: not by
tribal units, the very existence of which is apt only to support hegemonic
intereste, and to obstruct the application of equality, which presupposes
nurerically ecval unitiess According to the three subdivisions of the
Dernbe-=Vistuio~Balkan Block, the task will be a different one. As far as
Aug ria isz coucerned, the Austrian-Czechoslovak-llungarian union can be organ-
ized on the basis of complete equality of the three nations, which are
numerizally, culturally and economically equale They can decide t0 shape a
ctraacn fadaral epparatus on the basis of their triangular symmetry, includ-
ing a common supremd court, a common parliament and a common executive powex
which accorning to the Swiss model can very easily be a "collegium", perhaps
vhe turse coniledsrated statess As long as the age of reconstruction prevails,
a certain prinacy of this executive power in all matters of the federative
unica may bes adviseble. The three armies, or rather national militiass, based
on peacevime a¢v~t, are to be orgenized on an identical level, but behind
these militises Thore may be a professional common army, perhaps of the en=-
tire Danubian Block, preferably modelled after the British example. The
educaoional system on all levels would have to be largly coordinated and
iuterconnected, and particularly the universities would have to submit to
an idenvical reformes The economic policy and social legislation should be
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principally identieal: the same monetery and banking system, parallel organi=-
zations of capital, laber and peasantry. a common tariff policy vis=a=vis

the outsiders, This whols constitutional set=-up may be materialized primari=-
ly within the frame of the single regional sub=division (except the profess-
jonal army which would be the fires common instrument of the block as such)e
The three regional suv~divisiors will certainrly have thelr peculiaritiese

In a second shage the atlizurt could be made 0 cooprdinate the Three sub=-
divisions of the entire Danvbe~Vistula=-Balkan Block, in which case the three
sub-divisions again cculd te regarded as 2ivaa, s0 ithat a similar procedure
might be adoni=d es with the Ausirian-Czeshiosicrak=livngarian vnion., Only if
experiences of t“l kind, collected in reginasl unities, precede, would the
federative crganization of a Zurupean Comncirmee’.th of Nations be feasible

and result in.somscthing rore than merely a new cvportunity for German aggresse
ion to prepare the third Punic War.

September lst, 1941. EeKeWe
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THL LETTER OF AN AUSIRIAN CONSZRVAT IVE
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Dear Dr.« Winter:

In the course of our discussions concerning the coordination of the work of
various Austrian groups fighting for Austria's liberation, it has been asked
what attitude those members of the Conservative Group who are not known &as
non=legitimists make towards the future foirm of government in Austria.

The answer to that question is as follows:

le We consilesy it altogether irrelevant whether a member of ouxr group be
monarchis® ~: republican, as far as the coamon fight, that is the fight for
Austria's seif=determination, is concerned.

2e¢ As far as the fubture is concerned, we believe that the Austrian people
themselves will have to dacide their own form of government in a constitutionw-
al wvay withoul any pressure from within or from witlhioute We reject any consti-
tution forced upon the Austrian people, and that naturally applies to a mon-
archy as well

3¢ The sovereign rights of national units as far as they affect the interests
of other national units shall be subordinated by mutual and free decisions of
all the peoples concerned to the higher interests of an enduring international
order and international cooperation, particularly among the Danubian States.

4. \le stand for the restitution of liberty and the independence of the
Austrian people within the frontiers of March 11, 1938, and we are therefore
opposed to any attempt at Danubian Reconstruction which does not take into

consideration the complete political emancipation of all the so=called Successor
States.

August 3lst, 1941, Dr. Martin Fuchs
Former Press Attache of
the Austrian lLegation at
Parise.
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