& Judge denies stay, Page 9A., ?
N By FRANK DORMAN ,_ 74~
Sun Staff Writer

RAIFORD — Arthur Frederick
Goode, speaking with several- news
reporters Thursday at Florida State
Prison, said he is an “extremely
unusual child molester” because no
psychiatrist has been able to deter-
mine what makes him “tick.” :

Goode, who is scheduled to die in
Florida’s electric chair Tuesday, -
hopes his life will be spared so that
he can be “researched” by mental
experts. He was convicted of the 1976
homosexual murders of two boys,
ages 9 and 11, in Florida and Virgi-
nia. &

" During a two-hour “press confer-
ence,” Goode was determined to de-
liver one message — that sexual rela-
tions between adults and consenting
minors should be accepted by society
as normal behavior. His answers to
mest questions about his past were
inconsistent.

Asked by one reporier why he
had killed the boys, Goode said he
had wanted to atiract people’s atten-
tion to the problem of “pedophilia,”
which Webster’s dictionary defines
as “abnormal sexual desire in an
adult for children.”

“That’s why you killed them?” the
reporter asked. “No,” Goode said.
Later, another reporter asked him
why he had killed the boys, and he
repeated his earlier answer that soci-
ety must be made aware of pedophi-
lia.

Goode said he has mental disor-
ders, but that he is nct insane. He
said ke is “ashamed” about the mur-

(See GOODE on Page 6A)
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ars and regrets them, despite state-
ents he had made in the past that
> enjoyed the Kkillings. Goode said
hursday that he had made such
atements, but that he had not meant
iem.

Asked about his childhood, Goode

said it was normal. Asked if either of
his parents had been overly domi-
nant, or if they had ever beaten or
otherwise mistreated him, he de-
clined to answer. Those are questions
his parents should be asked, he said.
Responding to another query,
Goode said he had never been mo-
lested by an adult when he was a
child. Earlier in the interview, he had
told a reporter that he had been

SRR

molested as a child. But further ques-
tioning on that subject revealed that,
when he was about 11, another 11-
year-old boy had “more or less intro-
duced me to it.”

Asked it he had ever had a gir:
Ifriend, Goode said that when he
lived in Maryland, he had a “nutty”
female friend who 'used to ride
around with him in taxicabs and
buses, picking up chil:dren for “fool-

ing around” in the woods. -

. Goode said he used to hav
relations with 10 to 15 childre
about half of whom had co:
Later during the interview, he
had never had sexual relati(
children without their consen

Goode said that, despite v
murders might indicate, h
children more than he does h
ly. -
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& KILLER'S LIFE TOUCHES 2 ON THE TOUTEBIDES

Hen hite iz & Les Dounty fTivrefiahtery and 2 contented family
mavi, He zisc is & man who wmanits Arvthuy Frederick Goode II1 dsad.

In the past three weeks, White has collectsd 1,500
signatures asking for boods's slsciroouiion.

Tfqm vt 2 Dlood-thivedty vigilante,® Hhite said,. "Byt Srthuar
Loods is an impsrfect orsation. MHe kilised 3 Littie boy and hs
shouid dig for that.®

& Lee Dounty Sivewid Court judgs ssntenced Doods o dis in
March i977 Ffor ths rape angd snurder of YPevear—old Jdason Verbow of
faps Doval. On May 2, mors than siyz vears leater, a U8, Dourt of
Aopeals overturnesd Goode’s ssnternes

Svihen I heard that, I bscame snvaged,” White ssid. 71
thought that this sivn't justice. I thousht that 7 Jdsson wsrs &y
chiid, that sucker would have nevey ssde (4 o jaii.®

Gdasomts paritialiy nude angd badly  beaten body wss Toursyd on
March &, 49748 in 2 clump of palmstios in North Fort drvers. He
had hite mavks over such of his body., had besn ssiusily asbussd
and besn sivangied with & beli.

Blames blesding hearis

T owimited wiith  the parents of the Littie boy afTier he was
RKiflgd," White said. "“Theiv grisf was tervible. But ﬁr%hur onds
is still alive, arngd I've got fo bhelisve iis becsuss of these
Bilesding hearts trying fo protect his and othsr suvdervers.®

Goode lives on Death Row in the Florvidse Btate Fenitentiary
st#Biavkeswhere he hag been ong of 208 inmates sentenced o dis
in Fiorida's slectvic chaivy. Goode wmwas aiso ssntenced To Lifs in
Py 5 son for & raping  arvgd murdering & boy in Yivrginia.

The Z%-vear-oid ivnmste sges Tew people. Prison officials say
ha fresusntly flies into rages in iz gell, velling o his
jaiisrs to bring him voung bovs o rape.

O relmey dave, Doods writes lsitters ~— io the governdy.,
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wanting o live angd dis. In 1979, he
toped an interest in asitronomy SO
vooms his Lust for Litiile bovws.
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After the murder. Fraddy Goods wsnt novith o YVirginisg, whsre
e vapsd and killed Kenny Dawson, 11, ang kidnapsd Billy Artis,
23, committing hoonossxusl acts on hism for nsarly fwo wesks.

e was a change—-af-Life baby,® Mildred Goode said, sringing
hay hands. "He was bhorn esarily and they put him in en incubator
mith oxwvgen ~— They say that does someihing fo the brain.”®

Milred Goode ssid she will never have the harpiness she had
hoped for in old age.

TF this had happened +to us when we were 35, Lovd knows, it
might have bheen essier to handie,® she said. "MNow, I wigh i+t
would end for all of suse. I somstimes wish Fraddy oouid iumt dig
z riatural death. I fthink he wsould be beltter off.”®
Execuytion i unlikely

iast wsay, Fraddy Goods came very cioss o dying in the way
his parents fsar aost.
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Condemned killer: study
child molesters like me

By Phil Kuntz
Alligator Staff Writer

RAIFORD — Arthur Frederick Goode IIT
says he has always been a non-violent person
who loves children — male children to be ex-
act, between the ages of 8 and 14. Once they
are over the age of 14, he says they are too
old to interest a pedophiliac — a person who
has a sexual attraction to children.

Goode is scheduled to die Tuesday at 7
a.m. for killing Jason Verdow, a 9-year-old
from Cape Coral he lured from a school bus
stop into the woods to rape and strangle in
1977. He was also given a life sentence in

Virginia for killing and raping another child.”

In an interview here at Florida State
Prison Thursday with'a handful of reporters,
Goode explained his interest in pedophilia.
He refused to talk about anything else.

Goode is a frail 27-vear-old with a wart on
the tip of his nose and a smirk on his face that
never seems to go away, except when he
breaks into one of his heart felt chuckles.

“H society could just understand the
reason for pedophilia,” he repeatedly em-
phasized, “there would be a fot of changes in
the laws and there would be a ot less
violence in the world.™

Goode, with much difficulty, attempted to
relay his feclings on the subject to the seven
reporters from around the county who had
gathered to speak with him

A U.S. district judge in Tampa denied
Goode a stay of execution Thursday. Goode's
attorney Wilbur Smith plans to ask the 11th
Circuit Court of Appeal in Atlanta to grant
Goode a stay. '

Goode said theére should be a way for
pedophiliacs to obtain custody of a childto
carry’ on a regular sex life with.

“ *I mean a real intelligent boy who would
be approved by the courts who's willing to
participate in these-acts,” be emphasized.
“Then there wouldn’t bave been no reason
for any violence or for me to go around to
find other children.™ :

Reporters repeatedly drilled Goode to Find.
out why he has changed his mind about
remorse. In letters to parents of his victims,
newspapers, and former Gov. Reubin Askew,
Goode had said he felt no remorse.

“1 said a lot of things in them letters,” he”

said. “1 wanted society to understand there
was a problem and pedophilia should be
studicd to the full extent. It is the way socicty
reacts to pedophilia that led up’ to the
violence.”

Goode belives now that he should not be
executed, contrary'to what he said years dgo
in those letters following his conviction.

I never wanted to be executed. I think T
could be a great help to society by letting a
psychialrist study me in rescarch to let socie-
ty understand what lead to the violence, va
know,™ he said. Goode often punctuatés his
sentences with “'va know.”

“This would save a lot of children’s lives in
the future.™

Docs he think he should ever be let out on
the streets again?

“No.” he said. He raised his handeuffed
hands {rom under the tablewith the casc of a
man used to being shackled to sip water from
a styrofoam cup. “Definitely not. There
would have to be a lot of security to protect
society from it ever happening again.™

He constantly dodged reporters™ questions
that didn’t deal with the message he was
struggling to convey. When one reporter ask-
ed him about his family. his answer was
brief.

“Maybe, if I'm Jucky enough to gel a stay.
vou can come on back and we can discuss
this thing further,”™ he replicd, sincerely.

He did discuss his past life at one point
though. Asked if he ever had a girlfriend, he
said “T had onc once, but she was-kind of nut-
ty, a little serewy. She used to go out with me
and find little kids and take them into the
woods, but it didn’t work out.™

His conversation always led back  to
pedophilia.

“Ilove children,”™ he constantly repealed.

TTused to meet ten, 1S a day.™
But he said he had to kill
children. .
“What clse coukd I do to get socicly’s atlen-
tion?™" he asked. T had to get them to realize
that pedophilia is something that should be

those two

joe burbank
stuctiod, not hated.™

And Goode, “Freddy,™ to his fricnds. still
dreams. He said il he could wake up in
another state where no one knew him, 1
would find me ahoy and have a good time.
but Iwouldn’t hurt him.™

Panel OKs graduate:
assisiant fee siash

'By Frank LaMonte
Alligator Staff Writer

TALLAHASSEE — Florida Senate Educa-
tion- Committee members unanimously ap-
proved Thursday a measure that willvsave
2,400 Florida graduate students about $900
each.

After many minutes of discussion and
testimony from state education officials,
senators decided, to approve waiving
matriculation fees for graduate assistants.

State University System Chancellor Bar-
bara Newell told committee members a UF
graduate assistant might make only $4,500 a
vear and have to pay $900 of that back to UF
for the matriculation charge, the portion of
fees that pays for classes as opposed to stu-
dent activites and other functions.

The bill was sponsored by Sen. Pete Skin-
ner, D-Lake City. But Skinner missed the

mecting 5o "Sen. George - Kirkpartick: ~D-+
Gainesville, presented the argument for the
bill.

“We are miscrably inadequate in being:
able to provide incentives to take a gradaute
assistantship,” Kirkpatrick told the senators.

But Kirkpatrick and Newecil had a tough
time convincing Sen. Jack Gordon, D-Miami
Beach, that attracting talented graduate
students was worth the loss in tuition
revenue. )

When Newell stepped to the poduim to’

“testifv, Gordon repeatedly quizzed her on.

how she would make up the lost operating
money for the university system.

1 happen to be a believer in the sales tax.”
Newell responded.

What il the sales tax wasn't a sufficient
source of revenue, Gordon asked. .

=1 think at this point I would have to con- ~

tinue the {graduate student) fees if I was
unable to get financial support,”™ Newell con-
cluded.

Committee members also passed three bilis
modifving the Florida Scholars Academic
Scholarship Program.

The bills, which were accepted after only a

few minutes of discussion, clariiy the re-
quirements for being accepted into this aid
program.

Another bill, dealing with the funding of

. state school buildings, was bantered around

for ncarly 30 minuates before the deadlocked
group decided to send it back to the Scnate
appropriations committec.

Despite  Gordons  protests,  commiittee
members also adpoted a resolution from the
state House of Representatives outlining a
four-vear master plan to improve the quality
of state schools.
= It seems to me that vou ought to have a
higher goal in mind that just raising
salaries,” Gordon said, in reference to the
plan’s main goal to bring university faculty
members” salaries into the top 25 pereent in
the nation.

Although the bills are designed  to
neutralize the effects of diminishing cduca-
tion doilars, Kirkpatrick id after the
meeting these attempts at solving the state’s
cducational problems are not well organiz-
ed.

“The problem is that the State University
System and the Board of Regents have not

established  their- priorities.”™  Kirkpatrick
said. “Their relationship with the Legislature
is tenuous al best.”

Spotting stolen cycle,
man rams into rider

Romulo Duecnas apparently wanted his
stolen motoreycle so badly that he risked life
and limb to get it back.

Duenas. aUF recreation major, told UF
police he caused an accident on Hull Road
Wednesday because he saw a man riding
motoreycele that was stolen from him two
days earlier. :

Duenas rammed the motoreyele he was
riding into the stolen cycle, but was unable
to catch the suspect, police records show.
Police later arrested Terrenee Lee McKinney
after Duenas identified him, records show.”

McKinney told police he took the motorey-
cle for a ride after secing it sit near the Hub
for two days.

As of Thursday night, McKinney was be-
ing held at the Alachua County jail in licu of
a $500 bond.

, 1 3501 S.W. 2nd AVE.
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See Our Exciting Swimwear Collection!

SWIM & SKI COUNTRY

CREEKSIDE MALL

SUPER
SKIWEAR
SALE

and Accessories
Now

FF

- 378-8751

SONTY-: STEREO CASSETTE DECK

2201 NLW. 13th S%. 378-0192

Mr. Bill has gone away Skiing
so we're sliding prices downhill
On all Sony components

SOUND IDEAS

"Gainesville's Most Popular Stereo Store"

LIST $210.00
NOW

$178.00

Just North of Mr. Donut
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By FRANCES D. WILLIAMS
News-Press Staff Writer

Arthur Frederick GoodeJII is a
twice convicted child killer who is
demanding he be executed for his
crimes and is “lighting mad” at the

‘state for ignoring his pleas to die.

“I am ready to die now and I de-
mand my execution,” Goode recent-

.1y wrote to a Fort Myers News-Press

reporter, "“Justice for those two dead
boys will not be done untl I am exe-
cuted and I want to be executed as
soon as possible.”

Goode, 28, was convicted in Fort

Myers for the March §, 1876, homo- -

sexual murder of nine-year-old
Jason VerDow of Cape Coral,
Goode also was sentenced to life in

_prison for the March 20, 1976, mur-

 NEWS-PRESS

def of ll-y'ear-{)ld Kenny Dawson of

Falls Church, Va,, 15 days after he
murdered young Jason.

“Irejoice every time I hear a little
boy getting murdered,” Goode has
written, “I don’t desire to“ever
change my mind committing my
dirty sexual murders on little boys. I
am fully satistied now knowlng they
are dead because I, A¥.G, III, mur-
dered them.for tun." .

Steve Hull, Gov, Bob ‘Graham’s
press secretary, sald Goode's pleas
to die would have no impact on “rou-
tine procedure” followed in death
cases, .

“Therd igd proceduré thatthe gov-
ernor goes through on death cases,”
Hull sald, “and Goode's letters,

. which the governor ig also receiving, .

wiil have no.bearing on that proce-

dure.”-

In one of numerous letters which
have been recelved at the News-
Press from Goode, he wrote, “Dear
Ms. Frances Williams, Fort Myem
News-Press.

“REAL-URGENTI Are you receiv-
ing my letters?? Why haven't you
wrote me back yet? - :

“I have 100 percent-trouble here
as the guards TOOK-MY-CLOTHES
on (11-28-83) and Supt. Dugger had
them MOVE-ME fo thé CLINIC cell
here -and it 4s HELL and very
WORSE (then) ever for mell!”

“Pleade be advised I am dead SE-

RIOUS demanding my EXECUTION "
Jlation because his life is constantly

thig time so please do. NOT lgnore
melll .

“T have made-up my mind that I
want to DIE soon as possible legally

ln the chairlll

“Everybody here (has) big PREJ-
UDICE against me (and) it's HELL
on me here they got me on DISCIPLI-
NARY status FOREVER and ever
herelll

“Please arrange to INTERVIEW
me-immediately.

“Sincerely yours, Arthur F. Goode
1058781, P, 0 Box 747, Starke, Fla,
32091,

. “PS. Be advised I have every legit-
mate reason on earth why I demand
to be EXECUTED immediately!

“I wish you were here right NOW
goI could discuss details with youllll”
Prison officials keep Goode in iso-

threatened by other inmates. He
openly brags about.the murders and
has written letters to the parents of

'TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 1984 **

- agreed

his vlcums detailing the murders of
their children,

On Feb. 2, 1982, Graham signed
Goode's death warrant byt he
received a stay of exection from the
11th District Court of Appeals in At

lanta. The same federal justices later

threw out Goode's death gentence,
But on Nov, 28, the U.S, Supreme
Court reinstated the death sentence,
saying the appeals court had erred in
overturning the death sentence.
The effort to save Goode’s life is

. carried on by his parents,

“Freddy doesn’t know what he's
saying,” Goode's mother, Mildred,
says. "He doesn’t actually realize
what_he's saying, He has no idea
what it means to walk down that hall
to that (etectric) chair.”

Goode’s father, Art, is angry about

DEATHS .. . .

the stories that appear about his only
son.

- “He does this sort of thing all the
time,”. Goode said. “What's so
newsworthy about him? He's not
competent and one day, the courts
are going to do the fair thing and rule
that he’s incompetent. Anyone that's
around Freddy knows he’s not re-
sponsible for what he says and does.”

Florida State Prison Superinten-
dant Richard Dugger said Goode was
placed on “disciplinary” restrictions’ _
for 90 days for cussing out the guards
and Dugger himself,

“He's nearly through with that,
though,” Dugger said. “He has about
10 days left, and every time his TV
and radio are taken away from him,

* 7 See GOODE page 2B

Council: Year’s big j@b
will be handiing gro\

CAPE BQRAL — A number of
tough.challehges await Cape Coralin
1984, akcordin o city officials.

s{ way to expand
2 services to

establishing an impact feet 8
offset the costly expansion of tire

lenges the new year brings,
council members agree.
“Those are the three bigges

4ir and equita-~
¢'key to our prob-
to Mayor Joe Ma-

our problesfis,”

Counciiwoman Dorothy Clemence
saying, “Providing the essen-
drvices — water ... sewer .., fire

solice — are the biggest priori-
es 1"

Fears that Proposition 1 (Citizens

Choice), if passed, will cut deeply

-into city revenues are also on the

minds of council members. The
statewide referendum that will ap-
pear on the 1984 general election
ballot would roll back tax rates to
1980 levels,

safd Rotino, “And, when it does, we
will have to think of some other ways
to raise revenues,”
Improving the council's relation-
siip with Lee County government
and xgaching an agreement on the
dual taxation dispute between the
council and Lee County Commission
also is a difffoylt and important chal-
lenge ahead fox 1984, Councilman
Robert Frabell saiq,

The city shouid a
making the city atforne
time position, according
man Herman Zaslovsky
quirements.of afast growinj city
have become too mhwuch for a part-
time attorney, he saitlxn

Zaslovsky said the council should
also start negotiating with Avatar
Properties Inc.-for the purchase of a
600-acre parcel of land in northern
Cape Coral to start an industrial
park.

The challenges come with growth
and face every divislon of city gov-

AmannAnt M Aaanmnm g SN

look toward
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Dean 8t., and the phone number is 33%6
The Florida Rural office in Fort Myers is a
- 2209 Euclid Ave,, and the phone number is 334° . "gage pay
4554, These two ofﬂces also do the scree g - dectded to sell it.

see If they quallfy tlnanclally and lt thefr case

had merit..

Due- to cooperatlon among th separate :
groups, indigent clients can’ be scfeened and
‘best repre-
0.county bar.

matched: with attorneys. who ca
sent them, Hughes sald. About

PrO bonO Frompage 1B

In addltlon to the’ pro bono program, the But hls llfeb an to crumble aboiit six years .
© Légal Ald Sbélétypi'ovldes legalservicestothie i
. e soé]etylsacreatlon of the Lee Coun- holding upAls New York grocery, After recu-
850¢ nd employs two full-time  perating
A AISOE av lable isthe l’ederally fund-

A'person put a contrad

members_have signed. up fof the pro bono . $2, OOOinallegedrepalrsto

program, Huglies sald.

‘Walker said he never dreamed he would be ..
taking advantage ofa free legal service, saying:
that untll recent yeam, nothlng bad happened

toh

; fersa d,

gArom his wound, he traveled to Cape’
. Coral 16 inspect the house he and hig wife had

-1 Atter he arrived In Florlda, higwife tiled tor :
lvorce, -and a lengthy and costly property &

settlement ensued. Sporadic employment preslde

declt difflcult for Walker: to meet the mort-- | .8ssoclation Iar from pr oﬂta bie, he said,

ents on the house and in 1981 he” | . - The first ste ‘
aboit sik weeks agowlie

employment of the %2

ingan 18-month lease arrangement witha clos- || Weaver would not say
ing date of April 1983. But as the timié came to +"Lima said Ja
finalize the deal, It was discovered that a.re-
.- leasé was needed from his ‘ex-wife, Walker |
sald, That rélease was late in arriving and the
buyer. sued. .for. his “deposit and more than~

ol the house specify

 Walker: went' fo two attorneys and discov:’
ered their féés were “otit of reach.” But some-
one: pointed hlm in the directlon of the pro

ation.

the premlses Walk- - | Wednes

YMCA, "

e T_ask force plans |
new YMCA | image

el
the YMCA InLee Co 'nty planto reorganlze the assoct-

~*We're not in the red so.(much)

difference of/opinion on the way
should be pun,” but he would not elaborate._ .- -
* A& tagk force of YMCA officlals will be o lder-
1ing moxg ways to.cut down on personnel at a meéting { ‘'
Yay, Weaver-said. The task force’s proposals {
‘will be preserted to the board this month, he sald.
- Weaver said the YMCA has suffered from compe-
titloni with the recreation center operated by the city
of Fort: Myers The city bought the center trom the

-“Weneédanew Image for the Y and new types of

lng fora year ln the red, oftictals of

het anyone I

the board terminated the
tive director, Dan Lima,

& organlzatlon

obert Weaver, |
of thie YMCA's board ot'directors, But the

‘give up-his current position as public

. recommend the appolntm t at the he daid.

prégrammlng," Weaver said.

INsTirUTON
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Fort Myers flllstop jOb
in public works section

- By KATHLEEN HALLORAN . the public works divislon of the de-
News—Prees Staff Writer © " pariment,

The supervisor of the utllltles divi-

An Opa-loeka man has accepted - -gion will be selected by Sofomon and

the' $45,000-a-year position of head- McKenna’ %:“ft?}the “administrator

ing up the newly revamped Fort My-" has settled intd his new job, Solomon
ers Public Works Department after -sald, S :

being selected from a slate of tour We'

finalists, f\,\ﬂ and pow we 100K up and we're burst-
 Pending confirmatien next week gAat the seams," the mayor sald of
ald C, McKenna of Opa-locka W

he face of rapid growth, 1
qlomon said he does not expect
works director in North-Miami to sét McK_e 1a

ho will - “Idon’t er_(pect anyeh anges at all,”

next council meeting.

‘The declsive factor i’McKenna's other finalists; Harry E. Lampe:of

‘sélection waghis admigistrative abil- - Wauchuld, Hardee County adminis-

ity and managemejt background, trator and county engineer; Harvey

"Solomon sald McKgnna Has held his  Michael Rose of South Miami, who is

“director of medical center gervices
at the University of Miami; &nd Rich-
ard B, Shapiro of Coral Springs, di-

pers, appeals courts, the govérnor —

;- anyone == requesttng he be put. to
i death, But when he gets'his TV and )
“radio back, he quits the letter wr lt-

ing" SR

Dugger said he had Goode placed -
vln ‘the medical- clini¢ at the prison

because:of complaints of. varlous

{llnesses, but hé said he will go back .

to: Isolation when he comple S, hls .

. vpunlshment. .t
‘On March 6, slx years ago; Goode,

..a mental patient with a history of -

¢hild molesting, lured Jason'trom a

. bugstop, where hé watted with othier
-children, into a wooded area across

the road, .."

- Verdow's: parents were separated ;

at the timeé and it was nearly dark
when it was determined.that Jason
had not attended school that day and
‘was not with either parent, .- "

;- Uniform and off-duty lawmen and

‘dozens of ¢oncerned neighbors and

relatives immediately began a mas-
sive search of the wooded area, But.
darkness halted the search until the
next day,
© The search began again at dawn
and, a short time later, Jason’s nude
body was found stuifed I a palmetto
patch, He was on hishands and knees
face down In the dirt. - -

He had been sexually assaulted
and, as Goode later said, “Ijust took
‘my belt and put it arcund his neck

. -and pulled it tight until he_ (Jason).

turned blue and died.””:

. he starts wilfing 1étfers to' newspa- |

= I0H KSSIGHHENT,

ok i
R

W )

‘l. PR - Iln ;
[_/yNP \MLJ\/V D)

£ ¢
‘mo. sald,‘and has about 50 people on
' its statf..

" the mayor and will oversee three di

.. zational charts P

- 'ka. He has jlso° held management rector of engineeting for the Gult-
« -~Jobs-in PenpSylvania-and New Jer-- —stream‘La‘ndand-Dev‘elopmentCorp.
. sey, dccording _to hle régume;

“The four men were interviewed in
November by Solomon, personnel di-
St rector ‘Gary ‘Mundy, and a councit
ald, calltng this: appolntment member, then McKenna was called

X ely Important.” The depart- back. for a sécond intetview during
of about $40 ‘Christmas week, Solomon’s asslst
ant Dale Knotts; “sald, = .

“McKenna was offered a salary ‘f
" $45,000° & .year, plus. the’ use-
leased. automobile ‘arid- othér et
+1its available fo’city employee He
ac¢epted the -position in a letter

McKenna wlll work dlrectly under ",

visions, aceording to the new rgan,

f gaid he does not expect
Pblems with.couneil confirma-

1

[\J
J?M/w«w G TR L
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A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE LETTER ARTHUR GOODE SENT TO THE NEWS- PFtESS

KL -the convlcted chlld klller Is demandlng that he be executed

was able to ﬂee to Vlrglnla before
Cape Coral police could-arrest him,
Once in-Virginia, he kidnapped 10-
year-old Billy Arthes and held him
hostage for 10 days before hiisarrest,
But while holding Arthes hostage,

e abducted 11-year-old Kenny Daw-

son from his paper route, took him
into some  woods whete he fed him

TuncH, sexually imolested tiim and

- Although Goode quickly becamea -

-prime suspect in Jason S murder, he

: Ald Ffmpage 1B

then strangled hirn to death. *

_ Virglnia -does not have a death -

B penalty, but Goode was sentenced to-
«-life in prison.for Dawson’s murder
béfore beingreturned to Lee County;.

- where he was tried, convicfed and

'sentenced to death ror Jason’s mur-
der

Sprlng Grove Mental Institution i1
Maryland for molesting ¢hildren
‘& tendericy his father says he bega
;atage,. T
'I‘he- day betore he. walke

Goode irad Been commltted to the -

the hospital, & psychiatrist there rec-

- ommended Goode be committed to

an institution for the criminally in-
sane, but his disappearance was not

- reported to the authoritles, :
- Goode traveled from Maryland to: -
the Pine Island area to be with his .7

~ parents. He had been in Lee County
less fhian'a month before there were *;
.incidents in- his neigliborhood of

chifld molestlng and then Jason
murder. ;

nosis and treqtment of disaasés of -
'»cludmg ‘laser therapy;. flucrescein -
anglography/macular oleg ‘erotlon"dlobetlc eye. dlseuse ond

retinal detaghment surgery




;. Scheduled Execution’

 March2.1982° o

Excluswe Intervuew Tomght

Chere Avery was granted an exclusive ‘

interview with the confessed killer of two

g ‘chlldren .one of which was an elght year old
boy from Cape Coral










g I
oung boys and admlts murdering two -
: He used to, call’ffor S
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A‘I‘LANTA (AP) — led-kxller Arthur Goode
III's appeal of a Florida death sentenced moved
to a new arena Friday as his lawyer filed papers
asking the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to
spare his life.

' Goode, 27, is scheduled to die Tuesday morn-
ing in the electric chair at Florida State Prison in
Starke for sexually assaulting and killing 9-year-
old Jason Verdon of Cape Coral in 1976. The
warrant calling for Goode’s execution expires at
noon next Friday.

A ruling from the appellate court was expect-
ed by today.

He lost his first round in federal court Thur-

ed his appeal on Tuesday.
In his 26-page ruling Thursday, U.S. Di

Appeal Court Consuie mg

",?_—27-432;

iC x ]
alrigmswereviolateddutingmstﬂalinthe
Verdow killing. = .

Goode also is under a life sentence in Virginia-
for killing a young boy in that state. '

In the past, Goode had written letters to state
officials and his victims’ families, repeatedly.
asking to be put to death and describing the plea-
sure he took in killing the boys. -

But in a rare death-watch interview Thursday,

Goode also told reporterstnat if he wifs a
reprieve from the electric¢’chair, he would like fo

- lobby for understanding of- pedophiﬁa, a sexual

desire for-children that auegedly led to'his kﬂling
the two young boys.
‘ “It’s like ice. cream,” *he said. “It ynn haven’t




e A e A At " |
ke Ao o i .
- 23g o A A e S A ot e

tem

By TOM BUTLER . . S

: @ Alligator Staff Writer - -
& ' With less than 18 hours to live, condemned murderer and i
child molester Arthur Goode enjoved a last opportunity
: & i Wednesday afternoon to be the center of attention.
; Goode, 30, who was scheduled to die in the Florida

electric chair at 7 a.m. today, bragged to approximately 30
reporters at a prison press conference about the murders he
had committed.”He repeatedly claimed that he had mur-
dered two young boys after sexually assaulting them to’.:
protest society’s rejection of him for being a pedophiliac —a '
child molester. .~ . 7.7 -0 F s ; )
£ “I'm proud of the fact.that T murdered those children. )
“because society is prejudiced against me because I'm a child
‘molester,” Goode said in a’ thin, rapid-fire voice. "My - -
execution is the only thing I'want because Tl never havesex.”
with young boys again unless I escape, which is impessible.” . 2
2 Wednesday afterncon 2 federal judge in Tampa denied 2§
stay of execution for Goode. Attorneys for Goodethenfiledan 1
unsuccessful .appeal with the 11th US. Circuit Court of .-
Appealsin Atlanta: o I ATLTRE e o7
. "On March 35,1976, Goode raped and murd ired O-year-old = *
Jason Verdow in Cape Coral, near Fort Myers. Later that. .~
fonth, he raped.and- murdered - -1 Iyear-old Kenny
Dawson in Falls Church, Va.. near Washington, D.C. -~
% Goode bragged again and again of his sexual desire for- |
young boys. He showed reporters a sheet of legal paper with
2 wish list of sexual fantasies involving young boys.

thursday, april 5, 1984

S idas e

~ AndGoode repeatedly told reporters-that his last wishisto =
‘have child television star Ricky Schroeder sit naked on his
lap when he is strapped into theelectric chair. . . _.
' +-=*Do you get some satisfaction from grossing people out?™
E N Jacksonville television reporter Bert Roselle barked at
. Goode. -+ .7 . R E
@ . =] just consider myself an odd person,” Goode responded |

Notofliciolly assécipiad with the Univeruity of Flonda.

before he-returned to graphically describing his sexual
fantasies to the eporters. By the time the one-hour interview
: - was half finished, reporters were already drifting away from
;s Goode as he repeated his statements. .
‘ [} <=1 . Goode has accepted numerous interviews Since Florida
4. Gov. Bob-Graham signed his Jeath warrant. At his. Wed-
@ nesday press conference — traditionally offered to con-
el demned prisoners the day before the execution — Goode
) “appearéd relaxed as he chided reporters for asking a vague
question or shining television spotlights in hisface. .
R And Goodetook advantage of the press attention to Tenew
. his demand that his execution betelevised. Goode began
requesting a televised’ execution after Texas killer James
Autrey made a similar request before his recent execution.
“Why can’t the-major news networks push the issue?” |
Goode demanded*Why can’t y"all get a court order like you .
did for cameras in the courtroom?” _.. . .. S
The reporters, who were preparing to leave when Goode
raised the question, did not answer. Goode claimed he had
written Dan Rather of CBS television and Ted Koppel of
ABC television to demand that his death in the electric chair.
betelevised. 1 " -t o e e e T
In between saying that he had murdered two children to - 3+
protest, society’s, attitudes, +:descri imself fas:a

R S S
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'_-‘{:hild killer Arfhu'rvGooaé; 'scAhgdulédv to die this mérrﬁng in Florida’s electric chair, shows reportersa .

;newspdpef “clipping of TV child actor Ricky Schroeder at a news conference Wednesday-

ccan get along with young boys == and I mean in general, not
'sexually — better than'their fatherscan.™ -~~~ T s
 Goode uttered one contradictory staternent after another-
“He said he wanted to die in the electric chair but he said he
had not told his attorneys to stop fighting for his.life. And
although he said he had never had sex with a woman and
wanted only sex with young boys, he denied that he is 2
homosexual. - . - 77T
“I'm not homosexual. I don’t care to have sex with an
older man,” Goode insisted. *'I just want to live my life and
marry a 10-year-old.” . . .
© Goode was sentenced to life imprisonment in Virginia for
._the murder of Dawson and was returned to Florida to be

~ tried for ti'xe murder of Verdow. On March 21, 1977, Goode
. was sentenced to death. -
=~ In January

1982. Florida Gov. Bob Grazham signed a’
* warrant to have Goode executedthat February. The 11th-
. U.S. Court of Appeals in Atlanta stayed the execution and
later threw out the death sentence on the grounds that the-

trial judge had allegedly made prejudicial remarks at the

T sentencing. — : i
But attorneys for the state of Florida appealed to the U.S. ;

Supreme Court, which overturned the decision of the;

. 3

S See ‘Execution’!
.- nextpcge |
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Atianta court and affxrmed the death pena}tv. Craham then
signed a second death warrant for Goode. o -
Coode has become one of the most well- known inmates of

the 216 persons currently condemned to death in Florida - \‘_

because of his habit-of writing-letters to state officials and -
reporters across the state. Often these letters are fmnhc
pleas for hel p of one kind or another. =

Goode wrote’ lettcrs to ‘C"aham se‘«eral vears aao -
demanding to be executed. -But when Graham sxgned hxs
death warrant .in_ 1982, Goode began wrmng lettcrs to .
various persons begg;pg for help. -+ =

- Reporters who have visited Goode at Florida Shte Prison
often received letters from him afterward. When Alligator
renorter Phil Kuntz visited Goode in February, 1982, Coode
wrote a stream of letters to The Alligator asking Kuntz to
visit him and bring such items as books of postage stamps.

At his Wednesday press confercnce Goode braoged that
he locked forward to death, wie i s e sz e

*Yes, I do want my execuhon carried out ” Goode an-
s\vered a reporter s qu&stxon “1 consxdex' myself competent
for execution.”™ : :

- Anti-death penal y‘ attomeys have argued that Craham
should cancel Goode’s.execution on the grounds that Goode
is legally insane. However, a state-appointed team of three
psychiatrists_ recently “examined Goode and declared that
there isno psychxatnc reason to block the executlon. :

5o

-..carried outl Please arrange to send your reponers to

A!.BGF\‘{OR GRAPH!C

In a le;fer to The Alligator dcfoci Morch 29, con-’
demned murderer Arthur Goode writes: "My

‘execution is scheduled for5/4/84, and i demand it be

come interview me lmmedlctelyl




f SR my v

. Mau e 31 pupu s SurBueys apoon o ..z.w Isowe
PInOM, 9y pres Aspunag a8y jou sem Juy Ans
0} 8)0u4 9p00D) ‘pousis Sum JuwLIem oyl Aup ou}
‘uopnovxe sty Supurvurap ‘JuRLIeM [18Sp 7861 Sui

) o - Jo8urusis ay; 0) ond wipy 8101 9poon oy Jey)

e e o T T ) | Pojou fopjuelg ‘ap 0 sjuem ‘ssousnogarrded spi uy

T e Co ‘90009 Juu 1qnop Aoy Jupriodurr arow puy -
o . . ; 8 N . : "uopInOaxa uy
PUBWIOP 0} ddYJ0 m.uo&?,ow ay Suppam macb.m.
1801 j0u S30p 8y ples Ja3uIpaIA ‘a1p 0} spuem
. Auwax opoon jeyy 1qnop oum ‘srepdizo uospad pte
8)81s 03 BuIpI0%98 ‘MoY YjwaQg uo sejeuIyy foyl0
3Y) Suoure Juore s} oY ULy} no POLLIBY UOPINOXS
S1q 9ABY 0} PUBWIAP S[Y UF SNOLIAS S| HPOOS) JI ,
‘ ‘pade)s uaaq peY UOHNIFXI 9Yj Ju1) S%
9I0J3q uonNIAXe 5,9p00H JOJ JUBLIEM B paugjs
pey Jou1aAo8 9y} jey) pajou 9y ‘op pinom Emacwo__ >
18UA UO JUSWILIOD 1, UPINOd BY PIIYM JBy) pres o - °
"938} 0) UONOB JBYM OPIOAP 0) §|SBq JB[NSAI ¥ o
958D §,9pP00D SMBJAAL WRYRID PIBS Ja3urpaim
: ‘[osUn0) [810uad Juy)sISSB
SwByRID) "A0D ‘198UIPSIM 1V 0} Suipodos «'LLET
0} }oBq 3upep WY wIoxy SIaYS| oAvy oM,
S *SI834 9AY) 10 9PO0O) WOy
Aep 8 sI9)9] IN0] PaAIadax 5,9y s4us |, ‘usipriyo,
pue  3[qisuedsauyy, . ‘eouesinu, v 9poosn payiad
- 0818 oym ‘1983nQ -8 oy) u ured e s.9y, ‘Suj
~U9)Balu) JOu JUAL0lA ISYIRU S} IPOOD UM JBI[)
pies Jod8ng ‘vosyd paiojue oy 0uls uo puw Jjo
‘sourd 3y Buyqaosap SWRIA SIY Jo safjjure; 0}
awos 3uIpnjouy ‘19N SIY USHLIM SBY apooo
"PIes Apueag ,‘uopuaia jo8 0} duig)Lue
iSowye Op pInoM Y pue ‘UoRuUINE skofua oy,
‘weysIn 03 359nbat 5,000 pa
*PIBMI0J BY pies Aajjuelg ‘paus|s jueriem yjeap
514 pue passywsip [eadde spy ‘passpwsip — SIDAN
HOA JO IIT UHWS D Inqum — JoAMe| S1y sjusm
| oY 381 Suikes ‘eaynuuion slored pus uopeqoig
‘SUOIIOAII0) 3SNOK 3Y) JO JOqUIdW © ‘Sapurag

i
i
1

.

i

f

F73-g3 |

°
2
(See .GOOI.)E‘oin Page 8B) :

closed,” Bragford
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Gaoode: I Want to D
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. ARTHURF.GOODE
-Convicted of Killing'Twe ~ -
rections, said that Goode makes:alle-
gations - “all the time” and thaf the -
“complains abeut everything and .
"“First he "wants‘ his doer pen,
Twb weeks ago Goode sent 2 nota- -

DOC looks int6 them. FSP Superinten- .
anything.”

then he wants it

- director for the Department of Cor-
< .a- -

State Doesn’t Believe It

He underlines’

T

Sun Staff Writer’

Arthur F. Goode HI says he wants
And an aide to Gov. Bob Graham said
he cannot comment on what Graham
will do since the case is pending. - -

to die, but a federal court inAtlanta

won’t let him.

and in a nearly illegible scrawl'from

By GEORGE BAYLISS
Vernon Bradford, information

Writing with convoluted reasoning
Goode, who was also convicted of

Convicted of the rape and murder
of Jason VerDow, a 9-year-old Cape

Coral boy, on March, 5, 1976, Goode

s

-The 11th Circuit Court of Appeals
in Atlanta, which stayed Goode's

- execution 'in Feb. 1982, has not ren-
boy on March 20, 1976, claims he is dent. Richard Dugger said Gpode -

words and writes others entirely in rized affidavit tostate- Rep. Bobby -

leave his cell. His letters begin with said.
capitals throughout his letters.

quest. Now he is writing to newspa-
pers, state officials and the gover-

nor’s office, demanding that his exe-

" cution be carried out.
his cell at the Florida State Prison in

Starke,” Goode says: “I have every
reason on earth why I want t_o be

was sentenced to die at his own re- -
dered an opinion on Goode’s case.
‘EXECUTEDY” . -

murdering an 1l-year-old Vir,
being beaten by prison guards and
that both guards and inmates want to
kill him. He says he refuses to grant
interviews because he is afraid to

“VERY URGENT!"

. Q/,./
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<, dow in Fort' Myers-after prevl usly- being 'and sajd bo'ode’s’ first concern was aboiit the -
(o AtochstedPress SRR R ©.1 " convicted of raping and killing an’11-year-old : loss of his televisionset, not. the clemency
i © 'TALLAHASSEE — A lawyer for convicted -.l}ioy m.TY-‘i'OT!;Corixe'f,?‘VQ.‘ He was sentenced.}y proceedings., Smith 'said ‘Goode'told him to-
': child-killér Arthur F. Goode said Wednesday" 9. life. in; prison +in” Virginja." Both''victims: i urge Graham to sign his déath warrant'so he »
i - that Goode wants Gov, Bob ‘Graham to sign!: were strangled in a'similar manner.’ - L% eould keep the television, ,! " Ul el
his death warrant so he can ‘keep his"death ;5 Goodg confessed’ to the Vérdowmurder;-:" *Meanwhlle; Lee'County State Attorney Jo- ;
row televislon set,. * - ;7 T L and urged Lee’ County. Circult.Court Judge . seph D'Alessandro ‘called for Goode's death -
- Wilbur Smith of Fort Myers. cited Goode's’. “John Shearer. to*sentonce: him/to. death, ' sentence to be carrled out, if nothing else to
.request as an example of mental'illness and., 'which Shearer did. SRS RPIRIS St wFist - prevent him, from killing .again it he should
~urged Graham and the state Cabinet, for that yi% “Arthur F. Goode is:a deeply emotionally, ' be released, : ; - R S R f,’r-;;.\‘i
“*reason, to spare Goode, 25, from the electri mentally disturbed person,” Smith saldt .~ 7" He compared. Goode to John Gacy,'convict-
Cchair, . v o A : He said Goode could be turned from-aili-"; ed in Chicago of killing'a_n_umbexj of young
¢ . The panel, acting as the\Exéputlve-C;lex'nenn;(_ ,ability o an' asset if-he were kept aljve so. - men and hiding their hodies in his home. K
| . ¢y Board, also heard Carol nn. Turner,ask psychiagri,sts and psychologists’ could -study *+::"If you think what they convicted Mr. Gacy
; mercy . for James: David: Raulerson,; 30, of’; him in an-effort. to ‘detormine what caused for.in: Chicago {s ‘horrendous, then this is"
“Rockmart, Ga. He is on- death row for; the: 1d perhaps;'to’ prevent -others + what we will. have down: the road,” D'Ales-

b

‘ Vo e . ‘2
- ByBILLRACZOR .

n-death 1 ; - him to kill and peth
-murder of a police officer during a:1976 res-'" from algo Killing, {7 " o e

*taurant robbery in' Jacksonville, .. 513 T Although Goode has: been ‘found legally-
.. Gpode was' convicted for the 1975' homo-" ggne, Smith said he'ls “medically insane.” i
N sexualirapg-murder—-_of{. 9-year-old Jason Ver-... He laft saw G
AL S S : Vg BNl S S

sandro said,| ' '~ v ;iho B
. Smith agreed -that ‘all experts say Goode
‘cannot be irehabilitated; ‘but said that factor
is-no Teason for sentencing him to Qeaghj.l—‘{g :

Ve TR R . : T R I %

T :;;5 l R : ’ . il,;: 3 { i :
7 onerer | - s - TN b LR Y g ;
y R ;1 - ' ~ From 1-C° <

’ . f»’ % . ook R .s.__v:\-.‘:'l, o T 3 w }-_, B . \'w;\

i g e et ! _plice, Jerry Tant, shot t9 death by police. . = . B ™~
AN R o NS L L { ¢ Dyval State Attorney Ed Austin called for his execu.- AV

pointed out the state Supreme Court la;t:. oot b “tion because Raulergon and Tant were “professional N
, year had reversed ‘another death sentence’. = ff | \ criminals” who “deserve to be held accordingly.” -, S
! imposed by Shearer because the Judge based ;' © i ! :  He also said pergons who kill-policemen have gotto T
“his declslon,. in- part, on a belief the defenx I «/ ' \ know they will die for their crimes, . . x S - 3
dant would kill again,, . - .- - . v o 7 ;.When they ‘(police) put their lives on the line, o A
'+ He said he expects gventually to win rever.” " i o . you've got to back them up,” he said.. LR TN i
/‘ sal of Goode's death penalty in the courts for.. + . i ‘.- Austin'said that when police-arrived, Raulerson was N ™

;. the same reason because Shearer has indicats,, .. . .
ed he also considereq. possible repetition i’

. Goode’'s case, A S s j

}" In the Raulerson, case, Ms. Turner made 2

~ highly emotiona] appeal, saying the state*.; .

- would be taking vengeance not on Raulerson !

(_ but on his 6-year.g]qd daughter, whose pictur

- she gave to the hoarq, -~ . ! IR AR

.+ Sho waid Raulorgon ywag o killor byt not at!
murderer becat, po oo "in a blind panic®?

i, Tping & teacher in a back room of the Sailmaker Res- I
; taurant. where she worked part time, Tant died in a- ‘
, Shootout with policeman Jim English, who then was ;
‘surprised by Raulerson coming out of the back room. ° w

.
.

Raulerson fired @ shot point-blankv at English, but he"
isurvived-when the bullet deflected off a ballpoint pen-
" in hig pocket, but officer Michael Stewart, 23, was not
80 lucky. b T R
¥ Austin said Raulerson emptied his gun into
. Stewart’s body; He said Raulerson had “an evil, 'guilty,

]

o

I
k4

Lafter noelng hiy oo™ ng robbery accom." ;;ugly state of mind that i8 promeditated murder, ), -8 1y,
Y F e T {5 ThoJ clomency ! bgat “hlagtiliadiibeeniischadiiled’ o
PP T o TV, Page 8-C' “ihear the case of Carl Jackson, 36, of Panama City, bue“}
. , ey ‘I'it was postponed until May because Bay County State
' ’ ' RIS Attorney Leo Jones did not appear, Jackson, a three-

1

tour Vietnam veteran, was sentenced to death for mur..
dering two women In Panama City in 1975, ;.- oy
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By GEORGE BAYLISS
.. Sunstaff writer
-1 Arthur F, Goode 111 I3 scheduled to dle Aprll 5 in the
-2+ electric chalr for roping and murdering a 9-yearold bhoy

= he abducled trom a school bus stop, He has a great deal
on his mind,

-
~

" rTireport — again,” Goode sald. The Issue is tissue paper,

A

Cl T "In the last couple of weeks I've had trouble getting totlet
paper.” He told guards he necded more toilet paper,

NIRTE BRI
T8«

=, vered the cache when they searched his cell at the begin-

R

<X ning of his dcath watch,

“They tried to say I lled,” Goode sald, adding that
" “sometimes I1t's good 10 tell a white lfe like that because it
. T'dld run out and I told them | didn’t have any and they
" “figured I had flve, then I'd have none.” ‘
. Goode s one of four men awalting exccullon. Paul

-2 Edward Maglll, 24, and Keancth Gritfln, 38, — are schod-

uled to dle March 20, Roy Stewart, 28, Is scheduled to dle
along with Goode on Aprll 5. This Is the tirst death ware
rant Florlda Gov, Bob Graham hag signed for the three,

- according to Scharlelte Holdmian of the Florlda Clearing- o ;

" house on Criminal Justice.

-, “They just gave me brand-new clothes, bmnd-néw.

<.+ everything,” Goode sald. “You know how death watch fs.”.

..« For Goode, It's the second time around,. He was sched-
1" 2" uled to die In February 1982 but won a reprieve from the "

;% Wb Circult Court of Appeal in Atlanta, - .
»7 - Eventually, the appeal court threw out Goode's death -
. sentence and ordered the cireuit court In Lee County to
-"irresentence him, The state appealed to the U.S. Supreme

0 Court, which relnstated Goode's death sentence o No-»
yomber >

Arthur F. Go

& - The 29-year-old murderer of two boys has been Jound ‘competent’ for
ST TSy s spring prom. He says ho needs to speak with, FSB. tions," Ho
/4. Superintendent Richard-Dugger;- =" :
i “I got to talk to him about — the execution Is sup-,
\;‘f . Posed to be coming — about a lot of different things,

Py 4 AR
3
oy

“I think they're trying to glve me a DR ~ disciplinary -

:,"though he had five rolls stashed in his cell, Guards disco- -

1§

wew e
. ‘,“" P 1
' "u,»gl lg;." 3 oy /:l,’

0

Arthur F

« Goode Il

‘has April 5 date with electric chale’ > o

"We've taken the position tha

P . v ot

especlally the DR, I don't know If I got one,” .

It Goode were disclplined, he sald, he would have to
spend another 30 days with hig privileges severely cur-
tailed, “I'm definitely worriéd about being put back on

+ DC (disciplinary confinement), Who wouldn't? You don't

know what it’s like on DC back In the back... You lose ’

your privileges: you don't have your radlo; you dont have
your T.V.; you don't get your.canteen foods, The food

Goode maintains that he killed the two
boys as a protest against what he sees as -
prejudice toward him, “1 planned that
case to rape and more or less murder
(VerDow) like I did,” he sald,

here |s mostly terrible, and you could starve to death
back there, you know?*

The hottom llne, as far as Goode seems conccmcd.‘ i3
(hat “nobady on death waich should be put on DC"

| |, On Feb. 15, Goode was exomined by three doctors at - ¢
] . the behest of Gov, Graham to seo If Goode (s competent
Ao be execuled. Art Wiedinger, one of Graham's legal

aldes, sald while psychiatrlsts have finished thelr report,

' we can't release 11" He
saldnumg (Jmhpm “stated that he iy competent ”

never stopped

. comprehensio

Wiedinger
only be obtain
.of Fort Myers,
and Goode sal
guess I'm con
death warrant,
. Holdmansi
a person who'
fense,” She ady
about peopla’l},
. "People ju
molester — th
can. You don't,
have to (alk:al
worst thing:the
think that's righ
News ‘peeo
commilted
court flle, =324
Jason VerDg

away from-(he
Island Road, It

- found in" the. wy
. clothed excapt{

Goode haq 8

T R Y W
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- From page 5A .

\‘\\‘

: '*,for noldtmg his probatzon by escamna the ﬁrst
time: .

* "He kzdnapped a IO-year-old paperboy, Blliy
-t Arthes, from a parking lot. Arthes later told police
f - that Goode had murdered Kenneth Dawson, an 11-
year—old boy. ‘who disappeared from.a ‘shopping
center in ergmaa on March 20, 1876. Dawson's
.. body, unclothed and hidden under some brush,
-was found after Goode ied pohce to the area four
.days later.

_— )v.‘c-‘.v,_“_,.. vy

érd sentenced to life in prison in September 1976.
=."- He was convicted of VerDow’s murder and sen-
.. tenced to die in March 1977.  ~

“ . Goode maintains that he killed the two boys as
- a protest against what he sees zs soclety’s preju-
. dice toward him. “I planned that case to rape and .
- __more or less mmurder (VerDow) like I did.” He said
"__ he would kill the children of people who are open-

S A k2 &

-~ ly prejudiced against him.

\

- boys are concerned personally, or aay boys.

* islature to allow adults to marry children.

But Goode said he feels remorse “as far as the

Here’s the point: I love boys; I love kids. Not just
for sex. I love children.” In fact, he wants the Leg-

*_ Gooede said he is worried that somehow he will
be cheated out of privileges condemned men are !
afforded znd that if he isn’t executed, someone ‘
will iry to kill him or hurt him. He wants his exe- {
cution televised, but worries that the press will \
spend more time covering the presidential elec-

tion than his execunon. He wants reporters to in--

" terview him. -

Goode was 'couvxcted of murder in Vugzma :

“I know that I'm never gomo to ha\re sex with -
‘no kids again ... that I will never be a free person
again, and that everybody wants to do the worst to
me. Don’t you think maybe I should go ahead and
be executed on my request?” Goode asked.

“The last thing in the world I want to do is be
executed. But the other last thing — the main last |}
thing in the world I want to do — is stay in this ¢
place




By GEORGE BAYLISS
Sun staff wriler

STARKE -~ A scemingly unrepentant
Arthur IY, Goode T told reporters he had
one last request: “I would like to have sex
with a 10-year-old boy,"

“I've made the statement I would mur-
der as many children as I could get my
hands on,” Goode told the group of report-
ers and pholographers at Florida State Pris-
on near Sturke, where Goode is scheduled

. 1o dle this morning in the clectrlc chalr,

Most of his comments were in response to
queslions from reporters.

"Yes, I do want my execution carried
out,” Goode sald, “I'm looklng forward to
the cxecution to be carried out; I'm not

looking forward to dying.” He seemed calm -

during the sesslon and sald, “I'll walk to the
electric chalr.”

"I want the public to remember me asa
young man who loves young boys,” Goode
sald. “I went through years of molesting
children without getting violent,” Goode, 30,

‘a3 sentenced {o die in March 1977 for the
murder a year earuer of Jason Verdow,

"

Goode Mam@@ his mur&em"'

~ whom he had lured Into some woods Irom a

Cape Coral school bus stop.

Goode, an escapec from a mental hospl
tal In Maryland, was also sentenced to life
in prison for killing a Virginia boy, Kenneth-
Dawson, only weeks atter the Verdow boy's
nmurder,

On the day before his execution, Goode
blamed the deaths on the parents of the

murdered chlldren, “The parents are re--

sponsible for the childrens' actlons, If the

children are In a position where they are in |

danger, It's the parents' responsibility.”

“If I had a child I'd make sure that he
was well protected so no one would get near
him,” Goode said,

Qver the years, he has maintalned he
murdered both boys to protest what he
clalms is socletal prejudice agalnst pedo-:

“philiacs, "My main goal Is pedophilla —, .

doing sex with young boys 7 to 14 years
old," Goode said, "I don't want people to
think I'm crazy because I like molesting
children,”

“If there was more people around ke
me, child molesting wouldn’t be sick; It

Rt

g ."
N
v

1 }mys .

wouldn't be cruzy, it would be reality,” ., last year, hlS mother sald she dldn
" The Interview see-sawed back and forth Goode was responsible for his actlol
between loples as reporters asked Goode ' always sald I have no doubts tha
aboul s sexuul attraction to young boys, Will go to heaven,” she had said,
the murders and hils clalms thut he wculd “It's been a terrible strain all
killogain, ° : NRSL throu;,h But from the beg,lnnlng.. :
“1 chose to murder the klds,",Goode 4 . stantly had hopes, ., we thought thy
sald, “I've only murdered two'boys, 1 have . where along the line someone wol
remorse for those two boys," he sald.-“If vin," Goode's father said durlng Y
there was some way possible of bringing . Interview. = - -
them back allve without the press knowlng . In 1983, the Goodes sald tney

it, I would do that," . know how they would deal with th(
Goode has asked repeatedly to have his execution; “If it ever mppens,

“executlon televised and wants'to ‘have the . want to leave Lee County."

electric chalr moved to the basement of the - Prison officlals allowed Goode o
state capltal bullding in Tallahassee, “What for the interview. As they led him o
Is the state of Florida hiding? ‘Are they room' he told reporters, "I'll See
embarrassed to have me executed?” - tomorrow,”*

Goode sald his parents did not plan to | , 2
see him before the executlon "because they - In Gainesville Wednesday 018?1
are too upset {o say goodbye to me for-the - 30 people showed up at thedo'
last time.” He went on to say, “I want my, community plaza to listen to sp
parents to know I love them and I'm sorry I against the death penalty, Spokesm
caused them so much trouble.” ) " the Galnesville Cltlzens Agalnst thi

Goode's parents were unavallable ror Penalty sald they will hold a vlgil
comment Wednesday night, In an interview: this morning,




Fxecuiions
From page 1A

Goode is not competent to be executed and treats
his situation like “make-believe”” or like “child
talk of a game called ‘Death.”” -

"Hodges twice has denied a stay for Goode.
After the first denial in 1982, Goode won & delay

from the Atlanta appeals court and now is under

his second death warrant. -
In a written 10-page order signed at 9 am.
Wednesday, Hodges said a petition for habeas
corpus was “denied and dismissed; petition being
frivolous and constituting an abuse of the writ.”
The judge agreed with Assistant State Attorney
General Charles Corces who claimed Goode’s pléa
of “present insanity” should have been raised
earlier after Goode was convicted of the brutal
strangulation murder eight years 2g0 of Jason
Verdow, aSouthwest Florida hoy from Cape Cor-
 Goode’s 24-page brief filed Tuesday “mounts
an assault against Floride (taw),” Hodges wroie,
noting that the points raised had already been
decided by the nation’s highest court

A panel appointed by Graham has found

Goode mentally competeat. And the state Su- -
preme Court upheld the findings Monday ina 7-0 -
e - .- Death Row interview two years 230.. ..

decision. . :

_to life in prison for that crime. . -

“age S.

At his trial, Qoode testified how he strangled
the Verdow youngster on March 5, 1976 by wrap- :
ping a belt around his neck and pulling tight for 10 ¢

. minutes until the boy turned black and biue “be-

cause I wanted to make totally sure that he wasn’t
just unconscious, you know.” )
Goode said he saw Jason at a school bus stop,
coaxed him into going with bim, and performed
sexual acts on him. T RETEEE
~1 told him I was gding to kill him,” Goode tes-

qtified. “1 told him why, simply because he denied
to try to enjoy the sexual acts. That’s mainly the

reason. The second reason is because he tried to
staway.” - ’ -

The same moath he killed the Verdow boy,

Goode molested and strangled 11-year-old Kerny
Dawson in Falls Church, Va.,, and was seatenced

- --At the time, Goode was a 22-year-old escapee

.from a mental hospital in Spring Grove, Md., and

had been in psychiatric care or counseling since

In a letter from prison in 1977 to then Gov.
Reubin Askew, he bragged about his crimes
against children, asked to be executed ard told
him’how he took pleasure in hearing of litcle boys
being murdered. . £ -

. *It's like ice cream. If you haven't tasted it,
you don’t know what you're missing,” he said ina

———— =T -
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"By FRAN HESSER
_ Suz Staff Writer

STARKE — Although they admit it
is against the law, officials at Florida
State Prison are deliberately censor-
ing the mail of 2 young inmate to keep
him from writing obscene letters to
the families of his victims.

Convicted child molester and
murderer Arthur Frederick Goode, 25,
a paranoid young man who- believes
prisoners and guards at FSP are “out

to get him,” wrote an impassioned

. letter to The Sun protesting his lack of
mail and visitation privileges.

In scrawling, nearly illegible print-
ing, marked with three different colors

of ballpoint pens; Goode complained.

he wasn’t being allowed to write his
attorneys. -

" ‘But FSP Superintendent Dave
Brierton denied Goode’s charges, ex-
plaining Goode was allowed to write
anyone on an approved writing list of
23 family members, friends and attor-
neys as well as any member of the
news media.

Goode, who was sent to Death Row
» for the 1976 murder of Janson Verdow,
9, of Cape Corzl, has been harassing
the parents of his victims. -

The young inmate was also con-
victed of the 1578 slaying of Kenneth
Dawson, 11, of Virginia, a few weeks
after young Verdow was killed.-

Brierton said Goode was writing
obscene letters (o the families of his
victims, describing in detail the lurid
sex crimes Geode committed. v

© “It may not be legal, but I just

can’t permit that,” Brierton explained”

about stopped Gaode’s maxhng privi-
leges.

Brierton said he had detailed one

.of Goode’s priscn counselors to pick up
mail from Goode’s ceil every day and
determine which letters ‘were appro-

. priate for mailing.

Brierton said he had also rece:ved‘
""_.pubhc but behind closed doors.: -7+

" complaints from mothers of young

boys across the.country complaining - -

- their sons had received cbscene letters
irom Goode w0 had obtained their
addresses. from ‘pen pal sections of
. teenage magazines.:

‘The superintendent said counselors
meet with Goode regularly to revise
the mailing list.

. Goode has also complained be-
cause he was moved upstairs on “Q-
Wing’> away from the area of the
death chamber where he was formerly
housed. '

The young inmate, who said he is

‘this violence out —
those two boys,’”’ Goode explamed

afraid of attacks against his life from

other prisoners, complained his life is
. in danger in his new cell. .

“You can’t imagine how atrocious

it is,” Goode told The Sun during an

interview at FSP. “It’s hot, I can't
breathe. I don’t know how I ¢an pre-
pare my case. There’s too many wor-
ries here.” :

Ironically, Goode now wants to
protest the death penalty he was givén
on his own request during his 1977
murder trail in Fort Myers.

Goode, who spent much of his life
in mental institutions, demanded the -
right to represent himself at the trial
and fired the attorney his worried
parents had hired for him.

Goode’s father, Arthur Goode Jr.,
said the court had three psychiatrists
examine his son. They determined the
young man was sane.

" Despite arguments by attorneys
that Goode was not competent, Circuit
Court Judge John .-Shearer allowed
Goode to serve as his own attoney with

" assistance from the pubixc defender s

office.
Goode asked for the death penalty

and the judge granted the request.
But now, after John Spenklink’s "

May 25 execution apparently brought
home the reality of the death penalty,

Goode is frightened he might actually

meet his end in the electric chair.
With bizarre reasoning, Goode

attempted to explain his change of "

heart on the death penalty. But the

" young man, who finds it hard to stay

on one subject for long, had difficulty

.explaining his rationale.

«“I think the crime was committed
for a reason,” Goode mused. “I was
trying to prove a very 1mp0rtant poinb
tosociety. & -

“Of course, that doesn’t make it _

right,” he added. “But who you have

-"sexual relations with should be up to .

you, not the courts. I don’t mean out in -

-*“When you're over ‘18, you should
be able to do everything you want to -
do. Kids should be able too, also. Kids
should be able to buy adult books. But
society is agamst all of this. :

“This is what caused me to ca.rr_v

during The Sun interview.

Despite years behind bars, Goode
apparently has not mellowed on his
sexual preferences.

Psychiatrists explain some people

simiply prefer young ichildren, as some

the murder of .

b
i
L
&+
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’

‘men might only be turned on by red
. heads or blondes. :

< ‘Goode explainied it more suany

' #1f you have never tasted ic
. cream, you don’t know what it taste.
" like,” he instructed a reporier, whil:
boastmg about his sexual tastes.

= Why is society against sex will
chxld.s,n? ‘Why*¢an't society see i

.- _eu;

‘beauty in it? If the majority of societ;
.tried it, they’d change the laws, bJ

- quickly,” Goode proclaimed.

Geode’s parents claim their som i
mentaily ill and should be in a menta
institution, not a state prison.

%I don’t want him turned loose.”
explamed Goode’s father. *But I wan!
him someplace where he can be treas
ed and maybe s’udied to help others.

“But it seems like everything we
try to do to help him, everybedy

N




JKB,QVM /&//JL 1 Ag-
(Re~potps” # e oA
C-[/‘m\l["f/’ @‘L/y

Lavand

bR Frevericc sy
. 5 4 ?ié?

}%/ Fhes209)

B

clamps right down,” the elder Goode
said.

Goode s parems say they knew
from infancy. that something was
i3 Wrong with their youngest child. Even

ful, he ‘acted like he was afrmd 0f the
@’ ? his father saza.

The young man had admitted
hlmself to the hospital after being

§ land. Hospital officials said they were
pless to keep him at the institution
use ﬂ_ae admission had been volun-

;The hospital is currently being

2 gpeaal classrooms ‘he acted *“fear-

2 convicted of two sex oifenses in Mary- -

T
:
H
3
H
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ARTHUR FREDERICK GOODE SITS ALONE AT FLORIDA STATE PRISON
Iama&.’s Scrawling Letters ¢ Journalist May Belie His Troubled Psyche

sued by the parents of Kenny Dawsbn hopefully séméplace like Shands

for $2 million.
In aitempts to save then' son’s hfe
the Goodes have hired attorneys and

. are fighting the State of Fiorida. "~~~ .

is mcompe-

'.-|’r-'.;...,.."-‘,.

3 it
{Sun Photo by it wax} -

.. (Teaching Hospital). We hope to do
" some good for the futune Fredﬁxa that_
comealong.
- “Doing it (killing Goode) Iike they
did Spenkelink, won’t help it,” he said
.Gogde himself -does not know:™™
he’s mentally competeﬁt.or;

xs"' jerton argued tha: prison
was the best p!aoe for Goode. v -

Bnerton pomted out. “The one out
there like him could be walking
around Gainesville and we don’t know
whe he is.”

“""here are child molesters arrest-
ed every day,” agreed Goode’s father,
“We want tc help stop it.. :

“All we want to do is get him
(Goode) into a mentgl institution, -

N S, \____’_t_

’7

tent if I'did it,” Goode' puzzied. “I-
must not have been competent at the .
time I committed the crimes, or at
least not at the tri e

" Goode said his mother described-: v

lnm as ‘25 going on 9.”.Is she right? -

"Goode worried about the question then 3' -
.responded.. “I guess she is,” while he*

ate a quart of ice cream he had de-
manded a reporter buy for lnm .-
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£J.S. District Judge William Terrell
Hodges refused to stop Goode’s exe-
ution, calling his mercy plea an
Bbuse of the legal system.
i In a 18page order, Hodges said a
petition for habeas corpus was “de-
mied and dismissed; petition being
frivolous and constituting an abuse of
fhe writ” - . - - :
; Goode’s 24-page brief “mounts an
zssault against Florida {law},”
?:Iodges wrote, noting that the points
raised d already been decided by
ihe nation’s highest court o
Last night a panel of the 11th US.
Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta
fdenied a stay of execution. The Su-
;preme Court also refused to postpone

Ty

ithe execution. By 2 62 vote, the court

turned down an emergency plea from

Goode’s lawyers who said their client
+is insane. e -

‘At his news conference yesterday,
Goode said, “I don’t want people to
shink I'm crazy because I Iike molest-
ing children. I'm competent . . . I'm
aware that what I've done is wrong.
I'm proud of the fact I murdered
those two boys as a profest against

Society.” B
¢ Goode made similar comments at
is 1577 Lee County trial for the mur-
Yer of Jason Verdow, 8, of Cape Cor-
al. Goode’s death- sentence was
thrown out last year by the 1ith Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta, but
Teinstated soon after by the U.S. Su-

reme Cowrt. -0 .. -

Shortly before the murder, Goode
rad escaped from Spring Grove State
#ospital, a mental institution near
Baltimore. He kidnapped one boy and
¥killed another in Virginia. He was
Sentenced to life in prison in Virginia
?or Killing Kenny Dawsen, 11, in 1976.

—— .
R TR TS

Goode relates fantasy
surviving execution

Goode termed his group press con-
ference “difficult.™ He said that the .
television lights blinded him and that
people he had never met asked so
many questions all at once.

During the inierview, ore woman

reporier reacted with disbelief at
Goode’s statements about killing ¢hil-
dren. “Is that how you want the pub-
lic to remember you?” she asked.
"~ Later, alone except for four prison
officers and cne reporter, Goode said
ke had no qualms about offending or
sickering reporters with his graphic
descriptions of sex with young boys,
of murder, and of why he prefers chil-
dren

Goode always carries a magazine -
photo of Ricky Schroder, 13-year-old -
star of the television series Siiver
Speons. Goode says he loves Schro-
der.

But his main concerns yesterday -

3

.- were watching television; composing

his last words (“they said I could be
obscene,” Goode laughed) for wit-
nesses who will waich him die; hav-
ing pictures of young boys to loox at,
and getting a good night's sleep.

A 7 am. execution is much too ear-
1y, Goede complained. ’
© “Why so early?” Goode asked De-
partment of Corrections spckesman

-Vernon Bradford. “Why not at 107 It

would be more appropriate.”

Goode says one of his regrets about
being executed is that he will miss
media accounts of his death.

“I won't be able to read this, I be |

. gone,” he said. :

A priest from Macclenny was to
spend the night with Goode, who is
Catholic. The final execution ritual
was to begin about 4:30 am. when
Goode was to be fad his last meal —
he has asked for corn, broceoli, steak,
ice cream, cookies and miltk. Then his
head and leg were to be shaved 10 ac-,

the eleciti i
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he’s sane, should die

Goode was scheduled to be electrocuted tddayf
at Florida State Prison for the rape and murder

of an 8-year-old boy,

» Attorneys altempting to halt
execution in Louisiana — 12A

By ED DEITZ
Tribune Stafl Writer

STARKE -~ Arthur Francis
Goode HI insisted Wednesday that
he was not insane because he hare
bored sexual desires for young boys,
and said he wanted to die in Flor
ida's electric chair for the rape und
murder of an 8-year-old boy in 1976,

His execution was scheduled for
7 a.m. today at Florida State Prison’
near here, '

A federal judge in Tampa
Wednesday refused to halt today's
scleduled execution, saying legal ef-
forts to overturn the sentence were
“lrivolous” and an "abusc” of the

“lepal procedure. :

And Wednesday night, a three-
jucpe panel of the U.S, 11th Clrcult
Court of Appeals in Atlanta rejecled
Gonde's appeal in a four-page deci-
slon shortly after 8 p.m,

Goode's lInwyers Charles V, San.
tore and Sanford Bohrer of Miami
argued that Goode was insane, They
also argued that the procedures

used by the slote to determine . -

9ch Year — No; 81

Death row killer says -

ey !’ ¢ sy
orida !/

b
B
[

v

Tampa{,_ Fl

' \

S P e ey
1

prisoner to cross-examine stale psy-,

. chiatrists, or to hire one of his own,  fob:
©In addition to thelr appeal with:

the 11th U.S. Circult Court of Ap-
peals, Goode's attorneys.also filed.
an emergency application with U.S.y
Supreme * Court Justice Lewis - F.»
Powell asking him to halt the execu.!
ton so the full court can review, the'
argument Goode should not be put,
lo death because he is Insane,

The Florida attorney 'general's™

office filed papers at the same time:
asking' Powell to reject the request,
for a stay. . ‘

“I'm not insane,! Goode fnsisted.” .

during @ prison Interview  on
Wednesday. : .

"I don't want to be declured Ine
sane, I don't want people to think

I'm Incompetent because 1. llke_

young children,” :

Goode said his lawyers ‘have ’
argucd his case on thoge grounds

“becausa that's part of the process,
“That's the way It has 1o be done, But
I'm not Incompetent,” '
Goode sald he is "proud of the
fact that Y murdered .. because socis
ety is prejudiced agalnst me.”
He sald he did it “as g protest
No Juwp .
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. ed cnl
‘written Gov. Bob G
rter, _saying%hggvygnts,

re torturit
repiiiiisiadiny
R

'?‘5%‘%" j

oW of Caips Coral

,,één, partially'ntide body'was Tound Mérch 1
1 a clump of palmettos in N orth Fort Myers.
- After being convicted in the homosexual ta

- prisoned at Florida State Prison near Starke. Hi
.death sentence was upheld by the: Jorida":Su
preme Court and Graham issucd a ]
 exéciition’in Febiudry 1982, A

_But the following month, the 11th U.S. Cireui
*'Court of Appeals in Atlanta stayed the execution.

. Wilbur C. Smith III

execution, emphasizing with capital letters words
he thinks are important. o

in Atlanta R

t

ith said Monday night that. Goode’s

;
i
gd' P
| have not fired him.
4 |
i

Press. “He's. heen ¢ 3
~ [34? ’ g

S

can I do in.order.; ENFORCEJ

-are torturing him, but CGraham’s office sai

e Lonvicted In the homosexual rape
" and murder of & Virginia juvenile, Goode was im3;

'The court still has not ruled on an appeal filed on
Goode’s behalf a year ago' by Fort’ Myers lawyer

" In aletter sent to Graham and a repo‘rféxi"fb;b ‘
the Fort Myers News-Press, Goode asked for -

“I desire my attorney WilburdG Smith I11 fiied: ;
. and mg EXECU’I‘Iomge% c};@,’%@roode wrote,

arents, who retained him tg defend their son, .

“No. Same old thing,” Smith told the News:

a

(4

Gabde wroté!"Thé'6envi ed killer'

fei: Al

oode. did. not specify .how.he think

accusations would be looked into.
< We get letters from.him (Goode) ev

) oode fled to Virginia af-
ter murdering the .VerDow. boy. In Virginia, he

‘was arrested and charged with kidnapping one

youngster, then raping and killing 11-year-old
Kenneth Dawson while holding the other boy cap-
tive. ‘ :
:Goode said on the witness stand at his Virginia

trial that he killed, YerDow, He said he was proud
of the slayings ah%&%tﬁﬁm@éfothﬁrchildren if
given the chance, e

£Goode had voluntarily committed himself to
the Spring Grove State Mental Hospital in Mary-
land in 1975 as part of a plea bargain agreement af-
teradmitting he committed acts of sexual perver-
sion with several children. o

-Doctors at the hospital recommended Goode

dation, the.same doctors -approved Goode’s un-
conditional release the next day.

b T LT . ot S

Af ery'day,” N«
an Atlanta federal court clerk told The News-Press  §
onday., Some.days he wants'to die and other -

"“days he wants them to find a It to come live
5ty %x’sv.ceﬂw . him, SR

-} According to police,

j
S
I
}
{
f
i
]
i

‘be committed to an institution for the criminally
insane or a state prison. Despite that recommen-

i
|
‘
;
|
i
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TALLAHASSEE “— “Please, order cilted..” the
cpnig tremmmfm-y in lettérs To
Gov. ‘eggin Agkew, L e Y SR
e 1l letters from {Axthur I
Fort Myers, were obtained Wednesday from t.
fice, )

oode -

: Gooée said he has murdered several children ?0i' thrills,
feels no guilt over their deaths and would kill again:if he were
free. - '

“I HAVE ABSOLUTELY no remorse whatsoever for
any'of the boys I murdered or their parents either,” he said in
one letter, “I don't desire to ever change my mind committing
my dirty sexual murderers (sic) on little boys. I am fully satis-
fied now knowing their (sic) dead because I, A. F. G. 111, mur-‘
dered them for fun! ) :

. “Irejoice every time I hear a Lt by ge{%*yx murdered! I
4 have the desire to continue doing my thing if ould,”
Goode was convicted in Fort Myers of the March 5, 1976
] murder of Jason VerDow. The boy was raped and strangled.
. e A former mental patient, Goode proclaimed his guilt at a
N . ‘Q “sference in the middle of his trial but sai¢. he wanted
. : \ SRR NHM s0 he could be sentenced to death in Flor-
. \\ i—

" A PR A

.

"'FROM THE LETTERS OF ARTHUR
FREDERICK GOODEM: . -~

II, 23, of . el

e governor'sof- " "’/ have absolutely no remorse .
& " whatsoever for any of the boys |

. murdered or their parents either.’

‘I don’t desire to ever change my
mind committing my dirty sexual
murderers (sic) on little boys.’

‘I rejoice every time | hear a little boy

getting murdered!’

da’sielectric chair, A jury later recommended the death sen-
tence, - .. _ _ ce o
7" Boode also has been convicted in Virginia of murdering

An aide'said has niot seen the letters Goode sent to

the governor’s office. He said Askew can do nothing abont
Goo(ie’s death pIsatntil the case completes mandatory court

reviews, which could take months.

~ THE GOVERNOR CAN sign a death warrant only
when he and three Cabinet members agree to execution after
reviewing death cases. However, their review does not begin
until the court process is completed.

Goode’s plea echoes the case of Gary Gilmore, who was
shot by a Utah firing squad in J anuary. Gilmore, who pleaded
for execution after he was convicted of killing a motel clerk, is
the only person to be executed in this country since the U.S.
Supreme Court upheld the de%%b enaltyilgatyear.

Goode said in one letter t tl ﬁe%as 2) d help.

iI realize man here on earth can’t help me, only the Lord
dJesus Crist (sic),” Goode said. “I fully desire to be executed
soon:as possible to be right with the Lord J esus, and let Him
take icare of me. He’s the only one who loves me besides my
parcts.” ~ |

n 11year-old boy a few weeks after killing VerDow. "+~
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