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Dr.. Joseph Roar.b 
P,.O., 125 
Swa~t lh::ta:r, Virg:tn1.a 

August 22, 1975 

'l'h~ Ttuiehing Awards «'Jommi tt~e hits 1.nformed ~ tha·t you were one of 
save.1:-al teai:ihers noud:natHtd for ~u. award in 1974,..,75. 

You wtutt1. not, however, despite the ;tr:ene;th of eupport :l.n your behalf :l 
one of the two finally $liilected by tha eo1ntri:f.ttte0, '.l?ublio. announe~tnent 0£ their 
names will co'.tlle eEtrly in the fall st1nie1.u:er. 

l know how th(rroug;h t:he <lomm:ltto~ wna • au.tl how diffi<;tult tb.Q members found 
t!ui pr.(><ies6 of final a0l0ct:Lon.,. Tli~y asked that I paaa al.ons theii- :faeli.ng 
that you are tndaad 011t1 of the "outstanding;" teachtin:s at Albany. 

Edward M~ Jennings 
AHiflH:a11t: to the l,l'.'Ei'lli\lident: 



Pt•cd:essor Jo1e1;h Roach 
~1,artment of 'fh~at:re 
PAC: 3S4 

Dear J>mf~tsor lloach: 

May 15, 1975 

r mn tndy sctriy that you will be leaving the Departlmlnt t.tl! 
'1110atw and the State Uni wrsi ty of N~w Yo'rk at Albany at the end of 
'tbit academic year, for you hav~ con:trlbuted a gnmt &'½al to tlw 1Pl' .run 
in your twQ yea-n an our eampui. 'l'hank you vary much for yoiw dedi bm 
to ·the stud~nt1 .and to your collt,a,g11e1 ; it is sppreciate,t. PletJse take 
with you iny :tu,tt wishes for co:nt!,nu.{ng 1u~es1 in your ntM institution. 
We shall 1i1·b~1iJ your servi~s he~ .. 

Si.n.e<itrely yours , 

Ruth A. Sehmidt 
r~an of Humantties 

Official J>e:rsmmel FU.ftl 
Pwofe11or J'amei Synions ~ 



Pl':'Of i$Slii~!' Jo~e-ph :1o,u1h ~h~•"~ o~,ar.>uent 

n~a~ :flf.'o f ~l'fMJ.~ itoaiwh, 

ft1i11 not.• .ta t~ ~~ufi~ yc11r Jr4m!9uti,11ta f:t:e th,~ .. uid .. v•l:'1.:L.ty 
an\'l t.o ,.~PJrtnu:t ~~r ••it\~U~ tl:f.PnQia•ion. f"J::1 yo~ ·••niffa,. 

lo 'tb.&t; :f~ll ., P:,~itin '.f~1il.': '.'n~nflial l\li"tl'ltl\,lll:fflllftta, the .,~a:SOrtll;Ql 
Off it11e .b~di •iMlk'ld - to J:<atindl . JOU. t.hat. ~~;t,"· f:taa). :,ay:r~ll ehe-ck 
1'il.1 ~It ifl!S'l:tf#4 OJI ~e 41lt• UtfiU.•.11t•4 GW.tt li~t:G yon, UG ~11 ii, 26 a:n~ •x•t.e:m:, y<t~ wi:u,. i!:•-iv~ th• 1:eJf!•1r1<tt1~ o.f fDU ft.111 ••la;;::r t:hat, ohec.k. 

We td.$)JJ ~\) w~ll ta J'OU:t" fiirtust'~ 1u:ititvtt.i~~ ~ WUlt! like y~u 
't;~ kt»W ~bat i.f 1We ea~ bl.I of' P~•tBttm~• t~ ~ny w~y, '.fO'{;t #U~1d !eel fne ~o aal 1 \be :ferffi;luel Off ice: "4:t 4.51,,...86'14,. 

A~J~i11tt.m~ll.i:. t~~·lt' :l:MJH 
P~~»l.l D&tlet 
ifill:flU 

lfltkli:m 

f.U.~tUl-t-81:;r, 

thillt1, $!lf."Q.'l:kin 
Vi~~ l'J."e•.i~tJ>~t. .... 

. A~i'Mlt$fflll~ Af flfl11J:.S 

AUf~S'tt 11, 1111 
tfim~ ll, 1175 
A .. 81att~tdt . P:trt11feltil01." 

b~e:Dea11 '9 Coll~g• of Arts and Sci.en.celiW 
Dea»i IMmid:t 
:OlZ ,t SyfflOn~ / 
:D.r "'· 1/!tiil;l'ttin 
M$ ,.. . Bo X'itta11 
P~y~o1l 
Fil.Ii\\ 



M E M O R A N D U M 

DATE: June 5, 1975 

FROM: Dr. J.M.Symons, Chairman, 'I'heatre 
BUILDING ADDRESS: PAC 266 

TO: John Levato 
BUILDING ADDRESS: University College ULB 36 

SUBJECT: Outstanding Tencher aeconwendation: Joseph Roach 

Prof. R0 ach has been, for the past two years, 
the most consistently s~ccessful teacher in our 
Department. We have eleven full-time teaching 
faculty. · 

Prof. Roach's evaluations are excellent. These 
include a range of courses from Introduction to 
l)ramatic Art (enrollment 150+) for 200-level 
stud0nts, to graduate~level seminars. 

He is an unusually popular instructor, but 
is not known to be an easy one. His popularity, 
in other words, has not been cheaply won. 

Ilis most impressive success has been with the fore
mentioned Introduction course. In the pas~other· 
professors have found the course "impossible" to 
teach rlue to the size nnd diversity of the class~ 
The evaluations at those t:imes sup:gested that 
the students didn't care much for it either! 
nut with Hoach teaching the course, it has become 
a popular and attractive course - for majors and
non-majors alike. 

Prof. Tioach is indeed and outstanding teacher. 

State University of New York at Albany 

1400 Washington Avenue, Albany, New York 12203 



Px-~:f'l!U&l:l!Ole J~at~Jih. l'<Oll\<Jh 
1:h*Ub!'illl :Dep.a~nt. 

:t~ is m:y pl.'GHU1H:ll to 001·tfilt:'~ en b~l-ial.f of the 1~J:l!MJ!t:lfilnt, J()Ul" 
:t"iU'll,'l~int:Vin:nit t¢J a new t(/$m at thillll t,uiverllti:t:.y. 

QtU'i!t&tiG>US xega:r;d:lng th:ta rna.tt.ti:i:;< 1ihot.,ld h~ :ll."ef~H.'l':i!d to Dr# IJyl\'l.llUl$l.,. 

If t.hei~e. ~re sx;eei.fie qu.eltion~ yo\t WO\tld 3,ike to ;rlf;Jfe,:; to tho i 1erso~nel 
Offi«~, pl~ase f,e~l fre~ t:o 08l.l 4!:rf ... fliM" 

P£hp$..p 

~hill.ip tU.rQ•t;.k:i.11 
V!c~ 11:t'esiit~r.rt:. ... 

Al:!i<!M.li$l%l1C Affairs 

a(:); $)11an. ... C<:>llaQ'& of Art.a & J~;i.~n~et/$ 
.Dean fli.1.a1hmirilt. 
J:»:; iym@M ✓ 
Dr., ~:rtin 
l!';l,1«11 



May 31, 197tt 

Dear Joe: 

In looking over the student evaluations of courses for the 
Spring I was once again impressed by the extremely favorable 
evaluations of your teaching. You seem to have an unusual 
gift and I salute it. I'm very glad that you will be teaching 
the Introduction course next year, and I look forward to hearing 
(eventually) how it goes for you. In the meantime, congratula.tions 
on the fine job you have been doing. 

Ja.rka M. Burian 

JMB/kh 

I 



,/, • 
,..:' 

2. Justification for mer:i t increment 

a. By chni rporson of departrncnt: 

(continue, if necessary, on a separate sheet) 

Dr. Roach is starting only _his second year with us, but already he 

has established a reputation among both students and colleagues as an 

outstanding teacher. The ACT rating conducted for two of his courses 

gave him an overall evaluation of "A" for both courses. In their in

dividual recommendation for discretionary salary increases, nearly every 

department facutly member recommended Dr. Roach. 

Furthermore, Dr. Roach has been a model of cooperativeness and 

Enthusiasm. In addition to a very full teachi.ng load last year, he 

performed major roles in two department productions -- and did so with 

considerable artistic success. And for the summer theatre program he 

again performed (and again without any obligation to do so) to the 

considerable benefit of the department's summer production of Spoon 

River. 

~is salary is below the average for his rank, but this is due to 

being in only his second year of teaching; and in any event, this 

recommendation.is based on his professional contribution rather than 

a salary dif erential. · 

b, Connncnts of Dean: 

,~_...,.,,.. ... 
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ProfeH.tts<.:n.:· ,1c:H1;~1,h noaoh 
Thea:tr~ napartmfu:1 t. 

Th:l.s i~ to t,ortfi:rm th$ ehan~;e 1n yo1.1r atat.u.s following 
'th~ t"&.C<:'!li]i,t of y,:,n1r li"Jh.,t.:i. D@~,,J:t:''£1~ f'rc;1;111. Corn~ll U.n:tv~UZ'S.i;t.y~ 

We ha'V'€1 <lhang~u:l yot.lt' ,ti't.J.e in our :r:eoo:t:drl';1 from teotiu:·1.n: 
ti) Ariiliuistant l?:rof,a,11H:lO.r eff(iletive IShilJ;rtember l, tt73. W'll l:urnre 
al~o @l.Xt.$n.d~d your ter:m <,f eri;;poi:nt::ment to .l~:ug11st ll, 19•15, 
and in.cnzaa!lal~d your salary to $1.:.?, 000. 

Pl~iuia m.a«.fflp't our 0011grat.t1l.,atierui1 Ql\ your aohi~vent/Slnt ~ 

L~or~ J • Cii:il b.tH:tn, Sr ~ 
L1ir~et:or, li<"tllf:t'Sonn~l. 

:ae:: D~a.n ,.,., t!ol.l.tllge of Arts & Sc1wiot,uJt 
O~an Sahm:l.d:f: 
Dr~ uurittn 
x,r. Marti.r1 
lf'il$ 



t~~,, J'o~~tJlt '.t~tlkl~h 
,liti~ 1 
~i&'J'(g(t~~l'1)1l~l\l,~:t ~¼l!W '!~:r); 

:t &m ii,)li.<w!A.,ea. t.o ii111J~t:.ii~4 t.G f9t1 tlda ~,:ffiit' 't@ l'¢)ii1. t.liri a~aiff~la 
~t~•~n.kt,r of fit•~~ ui,i~,Jl!CtJif.ttJt •f ~~w ".!lt)l."k at .1.il~i1111rt $ii,~ "t1~1'1~Q~ f~:,,:t;; 
th~ ~i~ir;iffl'l b~.iimir,, ~wj;pt.~~:v l., lfo/J" 4lrtfi ill\lMJ ... 111 illtfii,11t 11, 1J.t1•., 
Wbt.i.~ t~~~ -Jptd,J\tm•t :b.1 ~u11t:J•iwtt to a~4 in aeo0'1:~~ttG$ w,;U.ti th~ law:i. 
Gt tl1iili lt•t~ 3ttd th• hl:l~i~m o.f tb~ l~ilill!tti of ~,,~'tf$~~"' A (;t;Qpf ~· 
'lb~il·~ ~ii1J.<ti~ffl ,.~ @n.(d;.Gt:i~d I~!: yottfl i.%ld!Q!'ett<f:$;"'. Ma;)f I t\~~-W ;f~Ut? 
$,tl,til~ntii~»;~. t;o Art1c1~ 1'1, 1i1~,. C $1 ~1\~ ATttol~ 4:tY, 1t•!tl& .~, ·~f t:ti~s~ 
,~1101~11 10-11 ~.h~y a:r:• ii&~t1~u.l~ll'1:1f' t\1\pp1t~~bl$ 'to &11 tt.~W rM,:l:l'"''"\'!tt)\tt',iiJ~ 
~ll~!~ti~~t'liMI;; ';1:'}l,fi t1,tl.l\~i~f •lllt.DfJUJal $~1•1:.1 ,~I' ye•ui~ -~-~mic v~~~ 
i?g\:;f~tUt!.it)U.~1 ~bl!t&t:!~:tl 111:U,, Jr~ $11, !SOI tl,t} iMt i'iAil.i CV~I" at t¥i""W!$l/~kly· 
P~';{m~m,t.lll Jlill't :r~•~" ir~i,,;~e'l ti~• i\lit.(r~l o.h11~.f$.& ~tit ~•r ~-~ &t.l!it:hol'ili~t..t :~f 
lAW;, J;)f l)Yi;1,.J) rt •~-.;i~.,;t-$\lltUlU ~~•ft ~ ,~lt"iO'~ ti({;) 1th(ili .f.Hill1lf1tui!at ~, th,e 
Ul~ll F11.ll $$:~~l!!t't~I:, filtl:t" t1t-l~ wt11 !:Ht ll:)blUtf~d tie Affl~illl~t\~'t 
J~gf•1.ilm:t11:itr i wiid :ta~t:' t~l'ffl (tf! -1:111~1:tl~m~rtl w:t.ll b~ f@'ll' 1iltf.lf~ Jf.l~'r* ,l't. 
llln t1'u1,~uGl •~a.l.$~}~ ~.f ill, Iii •. 

tlii4llllill1 Sc~Jtu:i~t~ ~~it~I you 1~!,l;t ~@~~t:va a r;ifMttitat~ ot i~.~t~2tj.a}.$ 
a~;;,;i;11a,!i111;1'aJl1!'f yffltW f~l,n9e- bif!l~t•ft~ r,t\\flt:;t:1(\tflkf'B" ll J.iil l'ffl1P'ltt~,ai1t. tii~~ :t~t\ 
ci'l1H:Jk t~~ d,a~~ l ;i$;U:.11't.it~lli la tltii ~($(tttti»i•~1i;aiv: m$~lf~~dtt~ ~11t\ xc@t\trn 
t!Il.~ CQXUipJ.®tild: fi,;';11.'~tl ~l.,l 't»'1trlt.tn t:Ail ~p~~ifl$4 ti- 1imU:a,, t:¢1 l#l:~~l~~.t® 
ptt~~J.~l$; •~p1(!¥3'ffl$.t\~ timt• wltdi~i" ~e\f\lll)3f~f~ o~, ftHl$1;bl~ :r,u,,u.f.'1ti~tl i1.lm 
t.@ ~}'}~io~ ~, !l)f~;\QJ/l3 * ;tl,$4@~ infir,~t:,~ :tf(UIS«'' uc~p't&~Q:1$ ,t~r "ililti.hf ~h~ 
~tMl:~iWS~~et~t, p~tt,'1'.i,4~4 ~,1;1 t~e ~,,~:lti4t~:~ Gf:ip,t ia~a. tt•tu.:r:i!b:i.f i 't i1-~m1:,t-ly 
to tZlfi.1ll !l?'i~•r$O'tl~•~l (lf ti~~ ii' AT"fili ~ i11~ (if t1t)Otl. 3 ~ 1:-1.tho~i,, I,;!' ill 

l))t',w il~~iM, an~ h:i~ ~-01.l~ftf\'A~~ in >lb$ t;fhtlat:tr~ }:~i,i~p~1rt11witt.. l!AV~ 
!tt~~r,4. @tlttn,~iaiit.1.a 1-tl tli~i:w ~~}Pl~~~ of fOUll'.' ~,,;i~tatM"Dtl.,i; WQ.li 11~1,tl, 
y~~ 16 ¼'i:Ui.1\'I: v~.1:(ill~li.f:!I to ~Ut' ~.lffl}HAft'"' 

:,tii!l'.U,,p, 111:f.llt~in. 
Aot:int i:c,h1til$nt 

ww~~t<~!\~l'/:!lllli:,, "'it~-•~~--<~)!!!~~1!1'11',lf,i~~~i'llir.'ff~~~~~Jl\'.°"l,Yll'l-lt!¥'_.,"'1Wil!'!µll't'.;l¥J.1 

O~te · iignatu~~ 
botn TJaan M• College o.f A.r,ts & Soir.anc~s 

)1\SliH)eiat~ f)E!i}l'l\P, Selimi.dt 
llr... l!urian 

Dr. Martin 
Mr. Va:nOyok 
Ms., st.:r.oye:n. File 



Jarka M, Burian 
Chairman 
Department of Theatre 
SUNY at Albany 

Dear Prof, Burian, 

May 26, 1973 

I would like to gratefully acknowledge your letter; 
of May 17 and formally accept the offer of an Assistant ! 
Professorship or Lecturership as the circumstances warranil 
I am very excited about the prospect of getting 'Started i l! 
at Albany next Fall. l' !1 

l ~. ! 
I plan to be in Albany apartment ... hunting and what nt~!l 

sometime during June. I would like to get together with ~o-Q\li 
at that t~me and chat abou: the courses I will be teach:!.~!'~, •l!' 
I would like the theatre history course (s) to be very st:c4 -11,,0~ 

in visual documentation and illustrative material, I may!~~4: 
able to get copies and duplicated material from the Corno9SL i; 
slide collection to fill in any gaps, if need be. But m10-jf23.)!. 
of this when I see you next month. (I will write again ~R l1 
call when I know the exact dates.) H' 

Please find the enclosed forms, loyalty oaths 
I hope I filled them in correctly--the "Appointment 
form was rather Delphic. 

Once again, thanks. I can hardly wait. 

Joseph R. R0ach 

,,-, 
• , I 

I, 

f ! i et, oSt,, ,1
1 - '"':i_t,.l'} Req uc~ P-"-- ! j 

, I! 
!I ,, 
f: 
ii 
;., 
(, 

Ii 
'' j/ 

;i 
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FORM UP-4 
(3/65) 

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENT VITA FORM 

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete and forward one copy to Central Personnel Office with initial appointment forms. 

1. CAMPUS 
Albany 

2a, NAME IN FULL.v, 
. ~ Mr. Joseph Roger Roach 

D Mrs. 
D Miss 

3. EARNED DEGREES (List Highest Degree First) 

a, INSTITUTION b, LOCATION 

University of Newcastle 
upon Tyne (England) 

u. of Kansas Lawrence, 
Kans. 

4. EARNED DEGREES IN PROGRESS 

c. SPECIALIZATION 

Elizabethan 
drama 

Theatre/English 

a, INSTITUTION 

Cornell u. 
b, LOCATION c. SPECIALIZATION· 

Ithaca, N,Y. Theatre Arts 

d. TYPE OF DEGREE 

M. A. 

B, A~ 

d. TYPE OF DEGREE 

Ph.D. 

2b. DATE OF BIRTH 

Jan. 2, 1947 

e, DA TE RECEIVED 

July, •70 

June, •69 

e. DATE ANTICIPATED 

-August, '7J 

5. PREVIOUS ED.UCATIONAL ,1;:MPLOYMENT (Include Prior State University Service List Most Recent Employment First) 

o. DATES OF b, INSTITUTION c. LOCATION d. TITLE OF 
EMPLOYMENT POSITION 

e. SUBJECT OR 
RESPONSI Bl LITY 

J 
:u 
Ill 
-I 

!: 
-l 
)> 

r 

Sept. 72-May 73 Cornell Ithaca, N,Y. Teaching Asst. Freshman Humanitjer 

u. of Kansas Lawrence Instructor 

6. OTHER EXPERIENCE (List Most Recent Employment First) 

a. DATES OF b. EMPLOYER c. LOCATION 
EMPLOYMENT 

d, TITLE OF 
POSITION 

1966-68 Creede Summer Rep. Creede, Colo. Actor/Director 

Western Civ. 

e, RESPONSIBILITY 

Acting/Directing 
n 
)> 

t=--:-:c-:--,---:-:----,,.....,.,------------···· 
7. PUBLICATIONS (Title & Date) -------------'---------------it C 

'" 

(ed.) Poems in~ Manuscript Miscellany (Eagle Pressa Newcastle upon Tyne, 
1969). -

1· 

)> 

-l 

··---------------------------1 
8. PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

Member, American Theatre Association (ATA) 

-----------·--~-----------------------------1 
9. HONORS, TRAVEJ., LANGIJAGf;S, /J!Jl(lr Slgnjficllnl Dllla .ffl 

Honors in English, Un1vere1ty o~ Kansas 
Omicron Delta Kappa 
Humanities & Social Science FelloW:hip, Cornell 1970-73 
Reading knowledge of French, Spanish and German. 





Mr. 1.Toseph Roger Roach 
54-B Hasbrouck Apts. 
Itha.ca, N.Y. 

De,a:r. M:r.. Roach: 

May 9~ 1.973 

Please accept this as acknowledgement of our 
having received your letter of application for a position 
in our Departme.nt. Our1 Search Comm.:i:ttee is curr1ently 
veviewing the applications we have received. We shall 
be getting ::i .. n touch w:1.th those pe<Yple from whom we should 
like additional information or with whom we should 
like to have an :tnterv:tew. 

JMB/kh 

Sincer.•ely, 

tTa.rka. M. Bm:"5.an 
Cha.:lrman 
Department of Theatre 



Albert B. WE'.1iner 
Dept. of Theatre Arts 
S'UNY at Albany 

Prof. Weiner: 

Joseph R. Roach 
Dept. of Theatre Arts 
104 Lincoln Hall 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, N. Y. 14850 

Bert States gave me your name and suggested that I write to 
you regarding a possible open::i.ng in your department for a new Ph.D. 
in Theatre Arts. I have taken the liberty of sending along a dossier. 

I am currently in the final stages of my dissertation and will 
have the degree in hand as of next September. In addition to the academic 
dossier, I can furnish a complete resume of my acting, directing and theatre 
management experience if you would f:1.nd that pertinent. 

! ' 

i 
t ,, 
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· •·' ··Whal was ~hocking to the public in 191S. 1nterpretat ons an c rnrac er c meu 10 s l 
~-•.. when "Spoon River Anthology" wa:s written were particularly skillful. We were able to 

, , ~;1
1
' l • is no longer even surprising, but what made determine that it was .Joseph Roach who was ,,~..,... 

·\~\i.l\:t.i .\'. I' I' 1 .1.r fr , t 1 1 outstanding as Benjarnin !'antler, an . , 
'. i,1;1t["fr.1 I t 119 s ml Vo umc v rce verse so m r gu ng attorney, und "Indignation" JoncR, nn old• 

. i \'!JGIIH' 1'· can still appeal to an audience. This is ne'er-do-well (a111<111g tn1111y other 1n1rlR), 

. '~\jl.ii·r · clc11rly demonstrated by the State Univcsity . · ij/t\J;'!il' I Summer ·r11eatre's current production of l'oor Pacing 
,'!?i;jlJ,111 ,I j Edgnr 'Lee ,Mnslcrs' classic Work which .linx Llndenauer, too, scored In a number 
, -:lr:i\({'.l,::, , IHlints a dramatic portrait of this 19th or roles, Also most effective were Mnrcl 
: 1•fi•1

•
1f'· ·1·· tentury."l'cyton l1lace." . Lynn Peres as Russian Sonia, nnd Thomns .·! 

! i!•.'i!'i·(l.·\

1

. ·. , Composed of a collection of epitaphs from L. Brennan in sevcrnl chnracterizations. / f'.k id·' , 11 turn I cemetery, the vehicle Is a series of The main 1>roblcm with the production / : ,\[ l! · · · monologues whith expose the seamy side of seemed to be in the pacing and this error :
1 

I 

I. 

, ,, , I 

j !. ·, I 

'i• 

i 

,, 
t,' 

;! ~ • 

,' lit:
1
(!: life behind the facade of a seemingly . must be laid at the feet of the director, I' 

· •,i:.} .·H 11 respectable small' mid-western town. Edward Golden. Actors spoke almost :\ 
1,: 

'lft!1)
1
,,n There really is ii ·spoon River in Illinois; exclusively in · otlltorical style - strict ·1 1ir,. •.\ one ciln meander today through its cemetery measured tones - with abrupt pnuscs for 

·;t,;i'[ ,'{,, i" tlhd view the tombsto,ies, reading here and emphnsis. . · , 
'ji:~1 'i, , · there lines which llttthor-poet Edgar Lee· More variety and change of pace to fit the 
_;~1rf };_; Masters lifted verbatim Into his anthology. different characters would have given a 
1(1\J 'i •.: Even the same nar'neo a!)pear - 11 first name iieccssary lift to the material, and would 
/.Ji

1
ij i_:, · ')·'from one stone, ~ last 1111111c from ,11nother, . have pointed up the pathetic qualities of 

.\\14 ,1, .. · bill e~ough lo give authenticity to the some characters and the gentle humor 1 

.fJ'f" :r i.j m11teri1tl. , . 'present In others. 1 
. /i•,b

1
tt ,,,.. . , Behind the Scenes In addition; less marching around b~ ~I 

· ;!//: ,'/,:,: .!'.' ·1 11 the dr~matic version of Masters' work entire cnst after each monologue pnd more 
,h)r-; ... ;, smoothly choreographed movement wo'uld . ' t\' :·; :,. ,1 ,: , we meet the former townspeople as they arc enable scenes to now more easily one into . l 
~.!,·',

1,.,•i,J_.:,: ,, "sleeping on the hill." There is the deacon the other. ,

1

. 
11

,, ,f;, ), who died of cirrhosis of the liver, not from , , 
·1' f! · .' •too much watermelon ns everyone thought: Mu8lc of the People ·,' 

0
. f ,. !{ ii the milliner who knew all the ladies' (and the On the other hand, the musicul portions of ·, 

:_, i .gentlemen's) secrets; the wife who hurned the production were a delight. Guiturist• 
I'. dowri the bllln and her husband along with singer Devorah Zusman 1111d vocnlisl Paul 

,. f.1~._,:_:.: 1:1,1l1; Russian Sonia, who lived with a man for Poore gave outstanding renditions of a 
i'!' 20, years while everyone thought the~ were number of charming folk songs. Miss 
· married; the heroic soldier who died ·of Zusman has 8. lovely voice, roll 11 nd thronty 
' rnalarla; and .the Senator who never knew in both upper an~ lower registers und with 

•,;. his mother was really the German maid. beautiful, clear tones. Mr. Poorc'R spirited 
'1 ' · bot.ens of characters step lnto the offerings were 8 welcome chnngc of pnce nnd 
/ spotlight to bare their souls and confess their added another dimension to the whole, 
(kl~,,- ,so~c llt)tlously, some with tongue in 
),'., cheef<. : . . , Also In the cast were Jerrold Brown, .iont 
, , t:ostutned ill 11utllct1tic turn-of-thti-ccntury Goldberg, Howard Kollns, Murin Makes, 

. ':• tural garb, thd dozen actors who make up Marilyn Ornstein, and Thom l'rngcr, 
,'. 

1 
the cast shift characters ea8ilY as they sit, , The production will he repented this 1

1 

\'stat1d lthd oriss-ctoss back and forth on the . ·weekend, Wednesday through Snturdny, 111 
'1.1; .. ,~are bet t,f /plll\i-lcWlil Vlittfotmd, ·: 8:30 p,m, in the Laboratory Thentt·c on the 
1.,;t: ·,Whll~ t!1e Wi)ticJl'ic:•twn tHYr\raylng eaeh. · Albttny State c11fup~s. , 

'!' 

; ·{ .,, 

I 

~J~{l/w,l(;i111\U4\;;i,i,il;1lllii,11li1i/~. ,,(Hl,k·. ' ; .I•\'', ' ' ,, • 1' '. .. ,•,j ,t,' ,; ,· . . ,' ,,.., "f.... ·, . . f, II '!f :l! ,' :[·, , ,, ' • ., J ' ·: ·' .... ·\ 

( SUNYA Theater Plans 'Blue Ceavei·~ 
I, John Guare's ''The House farce" involving· n /11·0111, of!' 

( l'I l " hlwrrc . chnractcrs · thrnwn 1t' 

I 
o , uc .eaves, winner ,of.. · 

. the 1971 Critics• Award and togcthct' 011 lhti duy when th(!·, 
., tlie Obie Awurd 88 best Pope ViRits New Yol'k City .. , f American piny, will he DinicWr Albert Wdner I~ 
I' presented July 17-20 nnd 24• nssistcd by stage. IIHtlHigct' 
j 27 by the Albany Stnle Alan Von Stctlt111 1111d. 

!
·, University summer Thcntrc. nssistnlll' Singe nlnouger ,toti 
, ' In "The House, of lllue Lich111an, Cnst rt1c1t1bcr~ 
i,•, Leaves," ouare emrrloys selected nt'li Jim Dnrnnc, 

h rn t t ti h' Kathleen Collins, .Jerry 
,1, u or o prcscn ie lttcr Duckor,. NnhiJy l.!lioli Jod". 
4:, ,disuppointmcnts suffered by • ; 
ir•ttn unsuccessful New York lliatt, Loul~c !tr.let,: Vicki ; i: songwriter. . . , Kichmnn, Jon. · Ucbman, ¥ 
!.: Jhe play has btrnll flank Mnloy1, A11dyl 

li·.• .. · described as a "psychologibal M11tnshihsky, 1.1.dw+td tt·e.·itlii·l·· and Susan Schei, ,.,· · ;· , · ·• ,, . ' \ 1:·· ' ,' 
i: ': .·:iii: : _.,. 
l\1 , . ; , ,, : ti" I ,. •-1~ ,·1,., ,., 

I. 
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we ... ~serveu-Uf :Masters'·'SpOOn ~iver' 

I· · By MARTIN P. KELLY 'ters-all deceased· individuals . better things but it is nof-suffi- do her honor. 
~1 , . · resting in Spoon River's ceme- . cient to balance the bulk of the 
. . Drama Critic tery- are overwhelming and evening. 

~ duiling to U1e senses_ The !2" performers are on 

:'.vfasters' characters are all 
restless with their mortality 
and rail against a God who 
puts them to such daily tests in ·, 
life even though they are capa
ble oi great deeds and 
thoughts. - · 

F. • . . Golden doesn't always gain stage for the full two acts. 
Toe· adaptation oi Edgar the heightened effect of the picking up the threads of char-

Eee Masters· . work. "Spoon ironv in many of the vignettes acters as the stories unfold 
River Anthology ... by Charles so necessary. to relieve the without. any real relation to. 
Aid.l!lan provides an opportun- tragic tone of much of the ma- each" other. The actors over
ify for a muititude of charac- _ terial. ~fasters Ollirages his come the particular difficulty· 
ter ,ignettes. In the hands of. reader ,and. in this case. his of exposition of character in 
the company at the State .iewer by destro}ing the buc- moments quite expertly. no 

Thom Prager has several 
tignettes ill ,..hich he plays a 
frustrated native· of Spoon 
Ri,·er "ho searched abroad t 
for fame as an .artist and p ·, University Summer Theater olic view of small-time life mean feat. 

in Albany. the Masters is well that a Thornton Wilder might 
· ~erved. · provide in his Grovers Car-

·- Director Edward .. Golden . ners. · 
· has collected a fine groun of \ifoile thi, outrage is not as 
,aried voices ai,d: character sever~ tod·a~- as it ias 60 vears 
ty~s which- give the produc- ago when the work first ap-
tion the flexibiiity and variety peared. it is still felt in some 
it needs in order not to be small measure when one ques-
swailowed up by the sardonic tions the complete infatuation 
,few of sm.all-timelife pie- with the losers of life. Only 

. tured in liasters· work. At near trie end does 1Iasters at-
-times the- frustration and bit- tempt to call our minds to the 
. terness of t1e various charac- eternal hoGe in man.i(ind for 
,;;:,,,.._._,.._,_~ ··-~ , _,_,.;,; , .... _________ _ 

• couldn ·t find it. and he is- ~c 
Of the cast. Josepn Roach eouallv successful in creating t 

stands out as an actor I?OS· the ch.aracter of a young sol- f 
ses~ed ~f: fin:~. ~eep; fle}'.~l: dier who d,ies_ in th~ Phil!ipine -[ 
ana rbo~ant \O!Ce. He STili~:, swamps aurmg tne war to 

1 from tragic t?nes t? the com~c quell the native insurgents. I 
demeanor with skill and his I• _ , • t · crle P 
h .• · 1 1-..:i~i,.,cr a-1·,·es the , may seem uma1r o sm~. L P , ~!Cai ve_, .u,, ,, , 

characters added stature.( , K -
Jin..x Lindenauer plays a 11 °"\ 

host. of char2cters adroitly 
and the o.ne that stays in mi1:1 
most 1s tne shortest segmen,. 
that of a simple Chinese gir! 
..-ho died as a voung girl from 

:- a blow that caved 1n-heuibs 
..:hich doomed her to be buried.· 

: . ·11fal.¾:n soil v.ith mrcl:,ildren to: · 
;,,c.,, __ ,,.;:.,,~~----:_:_ ,_,-.-,,•··-~ 

out some individuals since the 
production gives equal bal: 
ance to all the performers. yet 
some strike ,, \iewers with 

.r';---. ·-c~-

._.., ..... 

£__.,•.·,, 

·· greater impact. 

Singers Paul Poore and De
\·orah Zusman piece together t 

~ -- '-
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Comedy of Errors 3-i~-1'1 

Make No Mistake About·If 
· by N1111cy ~lllcr 

· Stht\l University Thc11trc's 
,i production · of William 

Sh11kcspc\1rc's Co11w,t1• of Hrrµrs Inst 
. _wµukcnd afforded u plcnsing night of 
•. ljntcnainnwnt tu virtually all who 
· cam11 within iJs charmed sphere. For .,~~ll'i/'M!111'll!i,11,nwt· 
· Udward Ooluen's directing debut at 
Albany Stntl!, the transposilion o( / 
the play into the miliuu of thl! lh, 

· ,1111cric1111 West Qf 1hc I 800's was a' i\\, , • 
ht1gc ~uccllss, For tho:;e novices, !if.' • · 

.1 1vhnscuppulilcsfor8hakcspcarchad ,Le'. 
ncwr been whetted, this production ;h : 
off~rcd n gp~,d starting p~in_t frc'.m ll( • •. 
wl11ch to bu1lu 1111 apprccmt10n lor 11:"1 :. i

1 
/ • 

, ti)\) great pluywright, /rnd, Hnully, ;]!;',':! !<' · ' 
) for tlwsc with a more sophisticated (i;t: ·. 

tn1c~grnllJ)~I, the ddightful rendition t)i:. ,· . r or this curly·Slrnkcspearcan comedy (\:',:''. ,;; '' ,'l':/li,I~ look 011 add~d dimensions in its new /1'1.''\ ·I'• , , ,,;,:.' .':': '\., ~"iting , i,i,;,i,.1,.: , .. \··,.,i ,,q/,!•'. il'.:,\{I ,,.,., ' I ~~j) 1' (: (> . ,•,•r'.'/',' :• i •'.!:'.\• 

• , ~cuvily indebted to Plautus' The :~.liC:,. !' :·,;·'.:·, ~.r'1!r:·;.~:·.·.·): if · T )''Ill !vlenae,chmi, much of the play's 'i :I , : !/: : : , : ; ; .,'1 
\ co.mcdy arises, fron~ the ~epei~ted ~··1.: , c:'' / ii;l'' <. , · m1sti1ken · ldentJty ol ·one 1dent1cal ~• ;'' : · ·· 

1-.y.in' for the other, To complicate roscn erg 
. this · busic problem, Shakespeare · presents us with not one, but two sets to thc play, aud Nie:monwnt In Act V .". pf twins, th\ts increasing the capacity when the scpurated couP.le recognize 1 't'OI' misadventure geometrically, one another was priceless. The ':I foward Kolins ond Nelson /\ vidon presidin' officor }n those parts, in the 
·H~ the tivin Antipholouscs (/\nii- person of' the Sheriff/Duk!! Wa8 : 1ipholi'!) of 8yrncusc nnd Ephesus played with dubious solemnity by 
!. n:spuctivcly, serve as the focal points Erwin E. Rablet<unagrnm). The wife • for much of the fun which devolves of Antipholous of Ephesus, ':' from the situational comedy, with Adriana, played by Marilyn Orns-
1 cncli, being takf)n, in turn, for the tein, was uneven In ~pots, owing to '. 'other, with hilarious consequences, . ,the difJ'icµlty of rhyme and meter in , i,Tljis basic confu~ion is amplified and · iiomc of her speeches, but was non-','coinpounded further by the in- etheless effee._tive; Jody Hiatt, , lterch;111geability of !heir two ser- Adriana's sister und the unwitting : \vunts Dromlo, played with puckish object of her brother-in-law's twin . 'frivolity by Thom Prager a·nd brother's love (whew!)wasalternat~-,. Ch41rles Varadian, ·. ly out.raged by the seeming im-. 
:Alt.lwugh the contingent from propriety of his advances; yet was · ·syracusc were slightly more cffeo- ooyly receptive to his overtures, , tivc, all four of these roles were amp- Last, but not leust, Jerrold Browns' , IY filled uncl were.p!;lyed off against, highly stylized portrayal of Angelo 1 

'~aoh other wilh remarkable balance the goldsmith, as the slick-talking , 1111d congruity-a~ is essential to the' Mexican added the finishing touches · pvci'i1ll success of the play, to the western panorama in high · 

costume designer und ol' Robert 
Donnelly as set designer, Lighting 
effects under the supervision of 
,lcromc Hanley wen,-especially fine, 
with the strobe-light escape scene 
nmong the highlights, 

··.t . ..., ___ .. ,: . 

i The scc9ndµry ,characters were, fashion, 

'l·:.: < ... ·\.-:'' r~~~~~l~~;t &:r1;;\'~:dei~::t1~; we~tl;~~;;~ht!~e w:!;o:n~h~~a:::;: i'''n~'"~~~"~Tm',~-~~''.''TP~r'~~~ . ' · ' ·, (athcr of (ho twins Antipholous, they were, however, mstrumental m , · , ,r , · ;' r.· : :' . J:'[ playecl by ~oseph 13,oachc, gave a rccrc11t11ig_ the West within the bounds ; ·•, n·. .. ·.~. . ii , . . ., ' . i: ;1 •.:\:\, :'J:t.,'.,
1
.-'.'· (inc porlra¥al of the doomed cow• of this play, and were, therefore, ·J~'. fl, . ... \j , . ·, . ! .. 
1 

• boy whose: last necktie was fated to , marginally successful. The special ' .. · • ,.,, ' ' I ' ~t);\ rope:, (lis long-lost wife, Emilia, .-~J:!2,~ts, calle~ for were met by the im-1 ,:,\ ",, . ··~· c· '. l<i· · :l ·I 111 the p,.,.,,(,n of Marh ~bl; .. , ... ,., I !,t 1• •• ..ft,,,,, 'i r ·, 

l\li;~ 
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Albany State'S 'Spoon River; Compelling 
--.- ~ 

By DOUGLAS deLISLE 

ALBANY _;_ The State University Summer Theater 

eDed their season last week with a compelling produc

~ of "Spoon River Anthology" m their h-Ome in the -. 

~g Arts Center at .ljbany State University.-· 

"Spoon River Anthology" is originally a work· first 
:ilished in 1915. Using free verse and native speech 

.,eUc forms_and exposed the seamy side of llie in a small 
-.atenis, author Edgar Lee !tfasters threw out traditional 
-~town.. 

Covering the span of time from 1860-1910, the work is, 
:ies of monologues spoken by the natives of Spoon 

::~w buried on a hill overlooking the ,town. The dead 

-~~--

bave no lies to tell, and they speak out with poignant 

candor. Actor Charles Afdman recognized the work as an 

ideal theater piece so he combined 60 diaracters with 
traditional songs and new music by Naomi .Caryl Eir• 
shorn for an evening that is as fascinating as it Is•differ-

ent. 
The monologue form of this theater piece ~ould be 

very static. Drrector Edward Golden bas conquered this 
problem by fluid staging and a rapid pace complemented 
by excellent technical -effects. 

EDWARD MENDUS has designed a set of platforms 
and pillars that lend themselves ~ well to st_age pie• 
tures of startling beauty. The cast is silhouetted, spot-

· lighted and back lit by the expertise of lighting designer 
Harry Feiner. Particularly effective in the lighting at the 
rear of the playing area. Feiner creates portraits in light 
using artfully draped scrims lit from above and below :by 

well-placed banks of colored lights. The effect the lighting. 
has on the total :rp.ood of the piece is immeasurable. 

To single out any one member of the cast Wiiuld be to 
slight the _whole cast. Thomas L. Brennan. Jerrold 
Brown, Joni Goldberg, Howard Kolins, .rim:: Lindenau~r, 
Maria l\!akis, Marilyn Ornstein. Marci Lynn Perres, 
Thom Prager, Joseph Roachm singers Paul Poore and 

Devorah Zusman are an outstanding. It is absolutely 
amazing to rmd a cast of this size in a work of this 
complexity without a single weak Uu--

.~t;~~ 

-~ Whether playing old men, children, soldiers, embit
tered widows or soldiers disillusioned by their horrible -
deaths, the whole cast enters completely into the spirit of 

the production, listening interestedly and reacting to the 

stories the others have to tell. Not all is-gloom though_ - l. 0
· _,.-~ 

The inece is broken up by hu;mor and ribald songs. · ::::::=-c::A 
- - . . . 

If living, vital theater is your bag, make it a point to - THOM PR: 

see this production which will play agam this week from - , River Anth 

Wednesday through Saturday. Saturday at I 
' 

- -- ··---'----- . /'- - __c_ \ 
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If' " {l•L .: 
"_lr:'lj'· • • Charles Aldman's adapt.a-

• 1\ ; lion of Ed~ar Lee Masters; .. 
/.'\. , ''Spoon River Anthology' . ·, 
tH:'I• ·ope11s tonight arid will play 1 1) 
f1 d. · 1 through July 6 at the Stale .. ,~ 
f;~ :11_:. ·t:niversity Alb~ny ~erlorm• 1 
::1 ;1 Ing Arts Center,.Curtaln time ' .. 
/;/; •1s8:30~,~•, I:, 1•• I :·.•.1 
t;tii·: ·1 I 1 1 I I , t 
;WJ 1

' ' Repeat performances of ,the' : 
:ii',! . l play will be staged' July 10 i\ rK:r · \ through July 13 at the unlvers• · :\ 
n1 :,

1
·. , lly's arts centl?r. ! , ·. 

'/ /1 :I • I.~ 

::;;r,. . %e play.uses Amerl~an folk :1 
;;,• .,_. · . music t.o tevMI both the l1U• ·1 
,;;/'.J. ', • , mer01i~ and the pathetic sides , 
;iy.r ' of life in a small town at th~ · '.. 
:\i tur,1 of the century. '.The pro• · 

) · .. ·.1, dUctlon Includes Thomas 'L: ~ 
· ';;, · Brennan, Jerrold Brown, Joni·· 
{j(. Clold~rg, Howard ~ollns1 ; 

1l 
i~I:; .· JinxMLind~nau~r, Ma,riaMMak-

1 
/ 

,{i!•lifil is, 1 arilyn Ornstein, arc . ·· 
.. ),!..;. Perres, Tbo~ Prager, Josep~ ;lJ 
fj(~f 'i: __ : : nohch and Mt~ael Steese.. v ) 
,li::1t ·; . .. i . • , ! , I" ,~· 
1·U1tf' 1, ·c'o' s'tu . ..;,1s_ 11 re b·1 J"'..ne' M. or•:·_

1 
. 

~1~!:Jf gan: s;ltby" Edw1rl Mendu-.: .: ~{j' '!!!'1, ljl!i)lltti if ~•rr : ~'"~Ii~ 

, ri 
,. 11,_._, ·. 

~i1,11 . \~.••.: ' ) I 
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'Spoon Ri~~~h;s stirring ~oment~ ~~j~' 
_1 , THE SPOON RIVER AN• 

. THOLOGV," by Edgar Lee 
· , Masters. Adapted by Charles 

;, 1;! Aldman. Directed by Edward 
Golden. At the SUNV A Sum• 

(1 revie~) 
mer Theater l'erlormtng MIA' 
Center, A lhany. 

/: ~ ~ /: nlt 1d ,ii¥' it: · ·r 'I :', 'it f By ,JIM K\JNSTLEI\ 

\
,·. As a nation we are constant• , 

1 ly trying to rediscove·r our• 
\ 1 selves, and one ot the most • 
fl,, popular stage vehirles for this 

undertaking is Aidman's ad· 
I. aptation of Edgar Lee Mas· 
1 ters' book of poems. "The 
JI Spoon Hiver Anthology." The 
: · work is a series of vignettes 
· out of small town life in lliitl(lis 

;, , period, 1860--19101. each 
poem I.he voice ol a villagh 
speaking from the grave. . 

~- ,i . 11 Is an exceedingly appeal• 
. ing work and also a very difli• 
h ('Ult one to produce for the 
1 · stage. The production typical• 
'." ly runs along ihe lines of Aid• 
'/, man's Broadway show of the 
· lntc fifties. a pair of arlors and 
i aetmsr~ trading olf portraits 
I with frequent folk-song inter• 
\ ruptlnns. r And so the nut ,of the prob• 

l. 1cm In producing this sh_o~ is 
: how to do II 111 an or1g111al · 

;: manner: Charles Aldman's 
j adaptation was not just the 
.translation ol a hook into a . 
, play, but a directorial mise en 
1
. scene. 
' Director Edward Golden 
:·; has comctly perceived this· 
· problem. to a point. and has 
1 · endeavored to enrich the for• 
f, mat with a large cast and a 
. tnultileveled set for the more 

f dynamic visuals and tableaux 
I·, which the the play, feasibly, 
'calls for. 

... ., 

Ile has also cast some very 1 
interesting players throughout 
the piet'e, often casting direct• 
ly against type t though ~e
<•ausr of the ensemble listing 
in the program, I am unable to 
id!'l1tify thr players. rolP. · 
against namt•I, 

• I 

Whal dors come through 
ht!rc is the rll'lnwss of life in 
the small Illinois hamlet: the 
div(•rsily or charadPr, con• · 

, clousness and circumstance, 
so that one old man rues the 
dnv of his birth and his next• 
dnor-nelr,hbor WAiks grateful• I 

ly into the arms ol death. The' 
"typrs" are all there: vi\1111:e: 
ntlwist. min\sl!'r, prostitute, · 
tnwn drunk. lhil'L lmml•; 
r.trants. dn1<l~es, sin1:ers ol 1, 

lih1. ehasl'r$ · Mtr.t death, ;I 
would•b~·PO~IS, . reptobale~. I 
t•renturos ol faith, · 

1 
jl 

, 1 {1 

Thr grnius ol Mitstm, In· 
this pnrtitular work, , he was. 
a prolific author of qtilte a lot 
of unsuec11ssf11I stuH l001, was 
lhe darity of focus which ht! 
hrought to these profiles of 
ordinary people In ill11irdinory 
pl~ce. Ile rendered them qu'ile. 
l'Xtraordinary. 'The rhythynis 
of their volres through the 1 poetry JJI.Maslm form ont! : 
ol our 'quintcsscntlal cultural. 
documents, r.· • 

· The evening hos it~ stirring 
mnmmls, intercstln~ effects 
an~ movements. l'erhap~ one , • 
ol I he reasons we induli:e in so 
much cultural ~elf- :inalysis, is , 
that we really know so little 
about each other. like the , 
American hmmin beinr,s who · 
lived and died in Sp1>1JII ltlVt!ti · 

' Ill. · · 1 . 

L 
•. ! •M ,h_.~,,,,. •. \\, t,'\<t~ll\~f,'t fht<''>!l\l'(.1,1 :.~ '. .f'!'tj'!<'l'•.t-'·. ' 
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