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STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT ALBANY
1400 Washington Avenue, Albany, New York 12222

DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE

JOSEPH ROACH, Jr.

Courses Taught

Course # Sem. Title Enrollment
THR 220 9/73 Theatre History 27
THR 331 9/73 History of Dramatic Criticism 23
THR 530 9/73 NeoClassic and Romentic Theatre 2
THR 397 9/73 Independent §tudy 1
THR 210 I &/74 World Drama 21
THR 330 /$/74%  History and Theory of Dram.Prod. 14
THR 500 18/74%  Intro. to Grad, Research 1
THR 397 18/ 7% Independent Study 1
THR 207 9/ 74 Intro, to Dramatic Art Tl
THR 500 9/ 74 Intro., to Grad, Research 5
THR 397 9/74 Independent Study 3
THR 530 9/ 7h NeoClassic & Romantic Theatre 5
p— T 699 G/ 7 Grodoale Thoss 3
{ Productions
L9751

Played Lelcester in Mary gt
Played Egeon in The Comedy 61 BLrors
Played several roles in Spoon Biver Anthology (S8ummexr Theatre)

Committees

Departmental Ad Hoc Committee on Casting Policy
1973-74 Departmental Search Committee

1974-75 Departmental Search Committee

Departmental Student-Faculty Lialson Committee(As Comm.Chmn, )

Voluntary Contributions
Departmental Coordinator for Univ. Community Day 1974

Supervised expansion of Theatre slide collection-adding 800 new items

Conducted study group in writing style, Spring ‘74
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August 22, 1975

Dre Joseph Roach

P.0. 125

Sweet Briar, Vieginia
Daazr Profeamoy Roacht

The Teaching Awards Bommittee has informed me that you were one of
saveral teachers nominabed for an award in 197473,

You weve not, howevar, desplte the strength of support in your behalf,
one of the two finally selected by the commltiee, Public announcement of thelr
names will come early in the f£all semester,

T know bow thorough the commlttee was, and how difficult the wembera found
the procaess of f£inal selection, They asked that 1 pase along their fealing
that you are indead one of the Youtstanding" taachers at Albany.

Congratulatcions on this recognition, snd best wishes.

Sinceraly,

Edward M, Jennings
Awpistant o the President

EMI /121 /
aet Dy, Jamgs Symons ¢

Chalrman, Department of Theatre




May 15, 1975

Professor Joseph Roach
Department of Theatre
PAC 354

Deay Professor Roach:

I am tyuly sorry that you will be leaving the Deparvtwent of
Theatye and the State University of New York at Albany at the end of
this academic year, for you have contributed a great deal to the program
in your two years on our campus. Thank {mx very much for your dedication
to the students and to your colleagues; it 18 appreciated., Please take
with you my best wishes for continuwing success in your new institution,
We shall miss your services heve.

Sincerely yours,

Buth A, Sehmidt
Tean of Humanities

RAS/ ko

ce:  Official Pevsonnel File
Professor James Symons




Hay 9, 1978

Professor Joseph Nosoh
Theatre Deparbment

Deay Profeusor Hoaoh:

This note is to gonfive your resigusbion Piom the University
and ko aapress our silocere spprecilation for your service.

S0 that you may plan your #finsnoial &mwaﬁgﬁm&mﬁaw the Personnal
Offioe bes asked me to rening gmu that your final payroll cheok
will be issued on the date indiested below. Since you are on s 26
payment system, you will recelive the remainder of vour full malagy
o thak cheok.

We wish you well iun your future sobivities and would like you
te know that if we can be of sssistanve in eny way, you should feal
froe to gall the Persomnel Offloe ng 457-8824,

Blncerely,

Philidpy sivotkin
View President -
hopdenie Alfalips

Appointuent Year Eadw: August 31, 1978
Payroll Dabe . June 11, 1878
Thtda _ hasistant Professor

Faikim
bowibesn 8 College of Arts and Sclences
0 Dean Sohmidts

D, Symons <

e, Martin

Mg, Horman

Payroll

¥ile




DATE:

FROM:

T0:

Dr. J.M.Symons, Chairman, Theatre Dent .~
BUILDING ADDRESS:  PAC 266

MEMORANDUM

June 5, 1975

John Levato

BUILDING ADDRESS: pniversity College  ULB 36

SUBJECT:

Qutstanding Teacher Recomrendation: Joseph Roach

Prof, R,ach has been, for the past two years,
the most consistently successful teacher in our
Department, We have eleven full-time teaching
faculty.

Prof. Roach's evaluations are excellent. These
include a range of courses from Introduction to
Dramatic Art (enrollment 150+) for 200-level
students, to graduate-level seminars.

He is an unusually popular instructor, but
is not known to be an easy one, His popularity,
in other words, has not been cheaply won.

Iilis most impressive success has been with the fore-
mentioned Introduction course. In the past,other’
professors have found the course "impossible'" to
teach due to the size and diversity of the class,
The evaluations at those times suggested that

the students didn't care much for it either:

Put with Roach teaching the course, it has beecome

a popular and attractive course - for majors and.
non-majors alike, ‘

Prof. Roach is indeed and outstanding teacher,

State University of New York at Albany
1400 Washington Avenue, Albany, New York 12203

%




Deoambe 1%, 194

Profesgor Joseph Roach
Theatre Depariment

bany Professoy Hosghi

1t s my plessure to conflem on behalf of the President, your
- reappointment to a4 pew ters at this niversity.

{uestlong regarddny thig mattar should bae x&f@rr&ﬁ Lo DE. Bymonge.
1f theres axe speclfic guestlons you would like to refer o the @ama@mmax
DEfles, plesse foal free Lo ﬁ%ll A5 T-RERS,

Sinceraly,

Phillip Sirotkin
Vies Pregident =
Boademic Affalrs

Naw Toxms Saptember 1, 1975 = bugust 31, 1977
Ranks Basistant Professor

- Bispag
poy  Dean « Oollege of Arks & &&é@nwam
pean Bukmid
by, Symong v
Bire Wartin
File




May 381, 1974
Dear Joe:

In looking over the student evaluations of couvrses for the
Spring I was once again impressed by the extremely favorable
evaluations of your teaching. You seem to have an unusual
gift and I salute it. I'm very glad that you will be teaching
the Introduction course next year, and T look forward to hearing
(eventually) how it goes for you. In the meantime, congratulations
on the fine job you have been doing.

Jarka M. Burian

JMB/kh




Ay

L

2, Justification for merit increment

a. By chairperson of department:
(continue, if necessary, on a separate sheet)

Dr. Roach is starting only his second year with us, but already he
has established a reputation among both students and colleagues as an
outstanding teacher. The ACT rating conducted for two of his courses
gave him an overall evaluation of na" for both courses. In their in-
dividual recommendation for discretionary salary increases, nearly every
department facutly member recommended Dr. Roach.

Furthermore, Dr. Roach has been a model of cooperativeness and

 ethusiasm, In addition to a very full teading load last year, he

performed major roles in two department productions -~ and did so with
considerable artistic success. And for the summer theatre program he
again performed (and again without any obligation to do so) to the
considerable benefit of the department's summer production of Spoon
River. : ' ’

His salary is below the average for his rank, but this is due to
being in only his second year of teaching; and in any event, this

recommendation is based on his professional contribution rather than
a salary diferential.

b, Conments of Dean:

A,




August 24, 1973

Profegsor Josaph Roach
Theatye Daparivment

Daary Profassor Roaohs

Thisg is to confirm the change in your status following
the recelpt of your Ph.D. Degres from Comnell University.

We have ohanged your title in ouvr records from Lecturay
to Asgistant Professor effective Beptember 1, 1973. We have
alse extanded your term of appointment to August 31, 1975,
and incressed youy salary Lo $12,000.

Please ageept our congratulations on ywux a&&i@?@m@ﬂtg

Binoerely,

haon J. Calbhoun, 8y,
Director, Personnel

LICspap

oo Dean ~ College of Arts & Sclences
Dean Schmidt
Dy. Burian
Dy. Martin
il




aaly 185, 38738

My doseply Bosoh
Bon L ,
Brooktondals, Hew York 14817

Veny Hy. Bosebh

oo plessed o extend o yoeu thisg offay 9 join fhe acsdenic
aupmanity of Btete Usiversivy of Sew York ab Albany as Legburer fox
the perled begluning Saphasbheyr L, 1973, and ending August 31, L9M,
¥his bern appolstment iz subdevt to and ln soocrdsacs with the laws
of thiz Stebs and the Polleias oF the Boapd of Teustess. A sopy of
these Pellcies is enelosed for your veferengs. May I desw youw
stvention bo Avbicle XX, Pitle O, and Brtlole XIV, Tivle B, of these
Polinies for they ave perbtieularly spolicsble o all new non-tonured
appointments, The sterbing mewuel salary for vour sesdenie yeay
professionsl obligation will be %11,%80 ¥o be pald over 6 bi~weekly
pRyBents pey vear., subleek to suoh chenges a8 ey be audhowlsed by
Iaw. XF Ph.D. megulrecents sre et prior o the beglonlng of the
LET3 Fall Yenester, your tiile will be ohanged Lo lesisbant
Professer, and your tern of appelatemant will be fox twe yesrs at
an anoual salsey of 312,000,

Undsr sepagate ooveyr you will recwive p package of meterlaly
wonsarping your frisge benafit coodess. I8 48 lagportent Lhabt you
snaok the date Jimitstions o the soguwmpenving menorendom sed rafurn
he conpleted fopms wall within the speaifled tles Limits, 3o precluds
poesible euploywent tlue without goversge o possiklie gastgletion aw
to eholee of options. Flease Indloate youy secephanos by sigelsg bhe
endopypement provided on the spalotsd oopy and veburning b promptly
o the Pavsoawneld GUfge., APTE: Hp. Leon o« Celboun, 8%,

‘ Py Barian and his eelleagues fu the Thestos Depavtment have
baeen entbusiastio In thedy support of vour sppolistnent. We send
you @ wars welesns SO QU OWnEus .

Bhoswraly FoOurE,

Phdlliip Blrpotiin
hating Presldent

1 hereby aceept the foregoing appointment

Dale Slgnature
bog:  Dean ~ College of Arts & Scilences Dr. Martin
Asgoelate Dean Schmidt Mr. VanDyck
Dr. Burian : Ms. Btroyen Pile




May 26, 1973

Jarka M. Burian 4
Chairman ' ' i
Department of Theatre !
SUNY at Albany ;

Dear Prof, Buriani

I
H

i

I would like to gratefully acknowledge your letter
of May 17 and formally accept the offer of an Assistant
Profegsorship or Lecturership as the circumstances warran
I am very excited about the prospect of getting started

at Albany next Fall. 3

I plan to be in Albany apartment-hunting and what n&lxg

at that time and chat about the courses I will be teachl
I would like the theatre history course(s) to be very sirgno
in visual documentation and illustrative material., I mayji
able to get copies and duplicated material from the Cornci

sometime during June, I would like to get together with g
L7

slide collection to fill in any gaps, 1f need be. ButlmmPll

of this when I see you next month. (I will write again 0&_
call when I know the exact dates.)

Please find the enclosed forms, loyalty oaths et. a%wl
I hope I filled them in correctly--the "Appointment Requtﬁk
form was rather Delphic. i

Once again, thanks. T can hardly wait.

est t
R . *’
Joseph R. Reach :

L,

__._.,_j .

H

]
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STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTHENT VITA FORM

IWNVYN LSYT

FORM UP-4
(3/65)
INSTRUCTIONS: Complete and forward one copy to Central Personnel Office with initial appointment fom1s.
1. CAMPUS
Albany
2a, NAME IN FUL 2b. DATE OF BIRTH
& ne “% . Joseph Roger Roach !
Ol Mrs. Jan. 2, 1947
0 Miss
3. EARNED DEGREES (List Highest Degree First) )
a. INSTITUTION b. LOCATION c. SPECIALIZATION d. TYPE OF DEGREE e. DATE RECEIVED
University of Newcastle Elizabethan Me Ao July, *'70
upon Tyne (England) drama .
. 3
U, of Kansas Lawrence, Theatre/English - B. A June, '69 >
Kans.
4, EARNED DEGREES IN PROGRESS . » 4
a. INSTITUTION b. LOCATION c. SPECIALIZATION: d. TYPE OF DEGREE e. DATE ANTICIPATED
Cornell U. ‘Ithaca, N.Y. Theatre Arts Phe Do -August, *'73
5. PREVIOUS EDUCATIONAL EMPLOYMENT (Include Prior State University Service List Most Recent Employment First)
o. DAT b. INSTITUTION c. LOCATION d. TITLE OF e. SUBJECT
ERPLGYMENT ' POSITION A RESPONSIBILITY
Sept., 72=May 73 Cornell Ithaca, N.Y. Teaching Asst. Freshman Humanitie

1968-69 U, of Kansas  ILawrence Ingtructor "~ Western Clv,

6. OTHER EXPERIENCE (List Most Recent Employment First)

a, DATES OF b, EMPLOYER . LOCAT|0N‘ . d. TITLE OF - ) .
EMPLOYMENT ' € : POSITION ) e, RESPONSIBILITY

196668 Creede Summer Rep. Creede, Colo. Actor/Director Acting/Directing

7. PUBLICATIONS (Title & Date)

(edé))Poems in a Manuscript Mlscellany (Eagle Press: Newcastle upon Tyne.
1969

1v SONdWYD

8, PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS }
Member, American Theatre Association (ATA)

9, HONORS TRAVEL, LANGUAG ‘S, mher Sign] ficant Dﬂi
Horors in Engl University of Kansasg

Omicron Delta Kappa
Humanities & Social Science Fellowhip, Cornell 1970-73

Reading knowledge of French, Spanish and German,

LSyl

¥




i) o ] -
- FORM AP=4 B State University ot New York af'Albany

NEW APPOINTMENT = BACKGROUND |NFORMATION
(Use typewriter or permanent ink only)

Security Num

e XM, LIMes, [J Miss Today s Dafe; May 26, '7 73
Roach Joseph : ~ Roger
LasT Name FirsT “Middlie or Malden

“ 2. Permanent Address J354 Shadow Lawn Drive Sarasota, Florida

. Place of Blrth Evanston, Ill, Date of Birth Jan. 2, 1947

L

4, [®U.S. Cltizen [ U.S. Naturailzed (date & certificate number)

{J Non U.S. Citizen (If papers appiied for, give date & place)

5. [ Married [J Single [J widow [J Widower [ Divorced or Separated

Name of Spouse ' Number of Chiidren . 1

‘6, |f parents living, give name and address.
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Roach (Sr.) 5354 Shadow Lawn Drive Sarasota, Fla.

7. Ethnic Origin fJ Caucaslan [] Negro [] Oriental [] Spanish American
[J American indian [J other

‘(Sfafe of New York policy permits eliciting this information followlng appointment)

B+ In case of Emergency please notify

A, Mr. J. R Roach 5354 Shadow Lawn Dr., Sarasota, Fla, (813) 922-
Name Homa Address FAL) 1elephone
, : 5200
Father
(relationship 1f any) Business Address Zip Bus, lelephone
Be : . v
Next of kin ( it different)  Address Zip Telephone

.~ 9, Military service current status or eligibiiity 1-H

10, Three references, Including present or most recent employer, Names and addresses,

(1) A complete dossier is on permanent file with the Educational

(2) Flacement Bureau, Cornell University, 14 East Avenue, Ithaca, N.Y.

(3)

NOTICEs * Any questions which- do no? provide sutficient space on the tform, mnrk with an
asfarlsk (*) and continue on & separate sheet,

AP-4 Personnel 3/71  5C ' ‘ !

e o B P e o T R . - <P e s g ey




May 9, 1973

Mr. Jogeph Roger Roach
§4~B Hasbrouck Apts.
Tthaca, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Roach:

Please accept this as acknowledgement of our
having received your letter of application for a position
in our Department. Our Search Committee is currently
veviewing the applications we have received. We shall
be getting in touch with those people from whom we should
like additional information or with whom we should
like to have an interview.

Sincerely,

Jarka M. Burian
Chalrman
Department of Theatre

JMB/kh




Jogeph R, Roach

Dept, of Theatre Arts
104 Lincoln Hall
Cornell University
Tthaca, N, Y, 14850

Albert B, Weiner
" Dept., of Theatre Arts
SUNY at Albany

Prof, Weiner:

Bert States gave me your name and suggested that I write to
you regarding a possible opening in your department for a new Ph,D,
in Theatre Artg, I have taken the liberty of sending along a dossier,

I am currently in the final stages of my dissertation and will
have the degree in hand as of next September, In addition to the academic

dogsier, I can furnish a complete resume of my acting, directing and theatre
management experience if yom would find that pertinent,

Joseph R, Roach
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g 'Spoon River’s
By ELEANOR KOBLENZ

What was shocking to the public in 1915
: when “Spoon River Anthology" was written
L is no longer even su| rising, but what made
. this slim volume of free verse so intriguing
can still appeal to an audience. This is

I
I
! Summer Theatre's current production of
[ Edgar Lee . Masters' classic work which
il paints a dramatic portrait of this 19th
century, “Peyton Place.”
. Composed of a ¢ollection of epitaphs from
. & rural cemetery, the vehicle is a series of
monologues which expose the seamy side of
il, life behind the facade of a seemingly
! respectable small mid-western town.
" There really is a Spoon River in Hlinois;
one cin meander today through its cemetery
»and view the tombstones, reading here and

Mastets lifted verbatim into his anthology.
Even the same names appear —— a first hame
»' from one stotie, 4 last name from another,
but eough to give authemicity to the
'I material, ,
- -+ Behind the Scenes
T, In the dramatic versioii of Masters' work
I 'we meet the formet townspeople as they are
“sleeping on the hill.” There is the deacon
who died of cirrhosis of the liver, fiot from
' 'too much watermcloh as everyone thought;
it~ the milliner who knew all the ladies’ (and the
i .gentlemen’s) secrets; the wife who burned
1*. down the basn and her husband along with
it Russian Sonia, who lived with a man for
3 20 years while everyone thought they were
“married; the heroic soldier who died “of
h malaria; and the Senator who fever knew
hls mother was really the German maid,
P Dozens of characters step
), spotlugm to bare their souls and confess their
: sote seriously, some with tongue in

Sl

“3ing —
check.
Costumed i adthentic turn-of-thé-century
rural garb, thd dozen actors who make up
" {tie cast Shift charaéters easily as they sit,

‘bpm set of ‘thulti-level platforms, :
" While the lptécﬁe Acwn p(mraylng ench. -
,mf’*m‘mu M'A’W’"lb ,gr}%f {{ gy i

'\Dead Confess

clearly demonstrated by the State Univesity

“there lines which author-poet Edgar Lee’

" entire cast after each monologue and more

into the

o “stand and’ ofiss-cross back and forth on the .

l’ B h £

"';E}

chamcter were hot identified, some of the
interpretations and character delineations
were parucularly skitlful, We were able to
determine that it was Joseph Roach who was
outstanding as Benjamin  Pantier, an ..
attorney, and “Indignation” Jones, an old:
ne'er-do-well (among tany other parts),

Poor Pacing

Jinx Lindenauer, too, scored in a number
of roles. Also most effective were” Marci

S

. Lynn Peres as Russian Sonia, and Thomas -

Brennan in several characterizations.
The main moblem with the production
seemed to be in the pacing and this error

L.

“must be laid. at the feet of the dircctor, |

i
|
!
spoke almost |
|
{

‘Edward  Golden, Actors

exclusively in “oratorical style -~ strict |
tecasured tones - with abrupt pauses for
emphasis.

More variety. and change of pace to (it the
different characters would have given a
necessary lift to the material, and would
have pointed up the pathetic qualitics of
some characters and the gentle humor !
prcscnt in others. !
In addition; less marchmg, around by j

smoothly choreographed movement would '
enable scenes to flow more casily one into
the other, - -I,ﬁ

Music of the People !

On the other hand, the musical portions of
the production were & delight, Guitarist-
singer Devorah Zusman and vocalist Paul
Pooré gave outstanding renditions of a |
number of charming folk songs. Miss
Zusman has a lovely voice, full and throaty
in both upper angd Yower registers and with
beautiful, clear tones. Mr. Poore's spirited
offerings were a welcome change of pace and l

" added another dimension to the whole,

+ Also in the cast were Jerrold Brown, Jom
Goldberg, Howard Kolins, Matia Makes,
Matilyn Ornstein, and Thom Prager.

The production will e repeated this
‘'weekend, Wednesday through Saturday, at
8:30 p.m. in the Laboratory Theatre on the
Albatiy -State cainpus,

.-,‘.{ i hx . w

il

John Guare's “The House
of Blue Leaves,” winner of -
the 1971 Critiés' Award and

‘ the ‘Obiec Award ns best
EAmeru,an play, will be
{ presented July 17-20 and 24-
; 27 by the Albany State
Z'; University Summer Theatre,

In “The House. of Blue
¢ Leaves,”  Guare employs
i“Immor to present the bitter

‘disappointments suffered by

S -

songwritet, .
&4- The  play has been
! dcsoribed as a “psycholognbnl

m A

Km«:

~#n  unsuecessful N '
?& 088 ew_ York . Kichman,

. 'an 0 Lor s b p

' July io,

x'{k'

.

farce" involving ngrotp. of-} -
bizarre . characters’ thmwnl
together on the diy when the -
Pope visits New York City, .
Dircetor Albert Weiner H
assisted by stage manapet
Alan  Von  Steting - and-,
assistaht’ stage mnoager Jot
Lichman, - Cnst -members
selected are Jim  Barone,
Knthicen Colling, Jerry 4
Duckor, Nangéy Elioy Jody.’
‘Hiatt, Loulse e, Vieki'
Jon - Ht:bmnn. ;
Hank Maloy; - Andy
Marashinsky, Edwakd Reiot; ]
and Susan, hchef. NSRS

SUNYA Theater Plam ‘Bluc Lcave§ qw

Tl L o




: By MARTIZ\ P. KELLY

o Drama_ Critie

¢

The ™ adaptation of Edgar
= Eee Masters’ work. “Spoon

. River Ant hoiom: " by Charles
~ Aidman provsdes an opportun-
" iy for a muititude of charac-

. /ter vignettes. In the hands of

+the-company at the State

. University Summer Theater

s -‘dbanv the Ma.\.ters is well
¢ served.-

Director tdwnrd Gelden

" ha collected a fine group of

varied voices and character

_ types which give the produc-

ton the flexibiiity and variety
" i needs in order not to be
“swallowed up by the sardenic
‘view of small-timelife pic-
- tured in Masters” work. At
-times the frustration and bii-

. terness of the various charac-

oot A . i o8

:ters—an deceased individuals
resting in Spoon River's ceme .

tery— are overwhelming and
dulling té the senses.

Golden doesn’t always gain
the heightened effect of the

"irony in many of the vignettes

so necessary to relieve the
tragic tone of much of the ma-

. terial. Masters outrages his
reader ;and. in this ease. his

viewer by destroying the bue-

olic view of small-time life

that a Thornton Wilder might

~provide in his Grovers Cor-

ners. . - -

While this outrage is not as
severe today as it was 80 years
ago when the work first ap-
peared. it is still felt in some

. small measure when one ques-

tions the complete infatuation

with the losers of

tempt to call our minds to the

euna‘ hose in mankind fo

life. Oniy.
near the end does Masters at-

.‘,

- better thmgs but it 1s notsuffi-

cient to balance the bulk of the
evening. .

The 12 performers are on
stage for the full two acts.
picking up the threads of char-
acters as the stories unfold
without any real relation ta,
each other. The actors over-
eome the particular difficulty
af exposition of character in
moments quite expertl} no
mean feat. :

Of the east. Joseph Roach
stands out as an acter pos-
sessed of a fine. deep. flexible
and resonant voice. He shiffs
from tragic tones to the comic
demeanor with skill and his
physical bearing gives the

sfers “Spoon River' is a ~weﬂ--sef*f've

do her honor.

_ Masters’ characters are all
restless with their mortality

and rail against a God who
. puts them to such daily testsin §

life even though they ars capa-
ble of great deeda
thoughts.

Thom Prager has several

vignettes in which he plays a
frustrated native' of Spoon

River who searched abroad {

for fame as an artist and

couldnt find it. and he is

equally suceessful in creating
the character of a young sol-

dier who dies in the Phillipine _

swamps during the war to
quell the native insurgents.
1t may seem unfair to single

N~

characters added stafure. = e

Jinx Lindenauer plavs a
hcm 01 Cha;:ﬁﬂ_:a adroitly |

and the one that stays in mind
mosz rs t e shortest aegmem
that of 2 simple Chinese girl -

- who died as 2 young girl from

2 blow that caved in her ribs-
h doe‘ned her to be buried.

’nr"”rﬁc"d! to-

(EESNET PN |

e

some strike " viewers with

and

greater 1mpact

out some mdl»muals since the
production gives equal bal-  gincers Paul Poore and De'-
~anceto all the performers. yet  ¢rah 7ysman piece tocethe: /

(—......,f.w-,. -




e great playwright, And, finally, §

‘Make No

by Nnmy Miller

Atiite  University Theatre’s
production "ol  William
Shakespegre’ s Comedy of Errors last

ntectainment 1o virtually all who
came within its chiarmed sphere. For

| the play into the milieu of the ;
“American West of the 1800' was a |
huge suceess, For those novices,
whose appetites for Shakespeare had |
never heen whetted, this production
offered g good starting point from
which to huild an appreciation for

= lor (hose with a more sophisticated [
backgrowid, the delighttul rendition §

I ol this early Shakespearcan comedy

- 1aok op added dimensions in its new
solting,

chvily indebted to Plautus’ The
1 )wn Menaeclmu, much of the play's
| comedy mms from the repeated
“mistaken- ldentjty of -one identical

twin' for the other, To complicate “rosen

. this " basic problem, Shakespeare

: "‘ presents us with not one, but two sets

-of twins, thys | increasing the capacity
“Tor - misadventure geometrically,
’Ilowuul Koling and Nelson Avidon
s the tivin Antipholouses  (Anti-
1 Upholl?) of Syracuse and Ephesus
mpocuvuly, serve as the focal points
oy much of the fun which devolves
‘hom the situational comedy, with
‘.euph being taken, in turn, for the
other, with hilarious consequences.
’ This hasic confugion is amplified and
u)mpounded further by the in-
ltcwhuu&uublluy of their two ser-

oivants Dromio, played with pucklsh

‘rlvohly by  Thom Prager and
'(.hm les Varadian,

»‘;‘vAlt‘ho‘ugh the contingent from

Syracuse were slightly more effec-
tive, all four of these roles wereamp-
Jy filied and were.played off against,
‘gach other wigh remarkable balance
andcongruity-as is essential to the'
ovepall success of the play.

i The secondary characters were,
or the most pari, an adequate ¢com-
plema:nl o the twins, Egeon, the
father “of ‘the twins Antipholous,

line portmyal of the doomed cow-

boy whose:last necktie was fated to

; r arope, Hns long—lostwue,meha
1 the pe wun of Mariz Malix

Comedy of E’rrors

“veekend afforded u pleasing night of spmstmhood —the mission. Her mis-

W’!’WWW{WWM
idwird . Golden's direeting debut at 9
Albuny State, the transposition of |

- Erwin B, Rablettinagram), The wife

. 4he difficulty of rhyme and meter in -
“some of her speeches, but was non-
. etheless  effective,

brother’s love {whew!)was alternate~ :
ly outraged by the seeming im-

pl.lycd by Joanph Roache, gave a fecreatitig thé West within the bounds . *

3-X~-nY

Mistake About It

that fine figger of a western womzm, costume designer and of pren

whose mothering energies  once Donnelly as set designer, Lighting‘

deprived of her children was effects under the supervision of

chanelled into that bane of Jerome Hanley were especially fine,
with the strobe-light eseape scene

.among the hlghlights.
Lo

sionary zeal was a splendld addition

cl‘ .

lo-the Pld)/, and themoment fn Act V. == . TR m——
when the separated couple recognize ’

one another was priceless.  The
presidin’ officer in those parts, in the
persap, of “the Sheriff/ Duke was

played with dubious solemaity by

ol Antipholous of Ephesus,
Adriana, played by Marilyn Orns-
tein, was uneven in spats, owing to

Jody Hiatt,
Adriana's sister and the unwitting
object of her brother-in-law's twin

propriety of his advances; yet was '
coyly receptive to his overtures,
Last, but not least, Jerrold Browns® .
highly stylized portrayal of Angelo
the goldsmith, as the slick- -talking .
Mexican added the finishing touches
to “the western panorama in high -
fashion,

Although the minor characters -
were somewhat weak and uneven, [T
they were, however, instrumental in

of this play, and were, therefore,

- marginally successful. The special |

g}_gggtb called for were met by the im-
Wive cffrte o8 v :
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By DOUGLAS deLISLE

ALBANY -— The State University Summer Theater
-ned their season last week with 2 compelling produc-

= of “Spoon River Anthology” in their home in the -

~rforming Arfs Center at Albany State University..

“Spoon River Anfhology” is eriginally a werk first
nlished fn I915. Using free verse and mative speech
.afic forms and exposed the seamy side of Ifeina small

-atterns, suthor Edgar Lee Masters threw out fraditional

Covering the span of time from 18601910, the work 1s ’

Bave no lies to tell, and fhey speak out with ;mgnant
eandor. Actor Charles Aidman recognized the work as an
jdeal theater piece so he combined 60 characters with

traditional songs and new music by Naomi Caryl Hir-
shern for an evening that is as fascinating as it is differ-

“The menologue form of this theater piece could be
very static. Director Edward Golden has conguered this
problem by fluid staging and 2 rapid pace complemented
by excellent fechnical effects. : -

.EDWARD MENDL'S has des:':gned a set of platforms

S s Compeli

Jishted and back Iit by the expertise of lighting designer

Harry Feiner. Particularly effective in the lighting at the
rear of the playing area. Feiner creates portraits in Hght
using artfully draped scrims lit from above and below by

well-placed banks of colored lights. The effect the lighting
_ has on the total mood of the plece is immeasurable.

To single out any one member of the cast weuld be to
slight the -whole cast. Thomas L. Bremnan, Jerrold
Brown, Joni Geldberg, Howard Kolins, Jinx Lindenaner,
Maria Makis, Marilyn Ormstein, Marci Lynn Perres,
Thom Prager, Joseph Roachm singers Paul Poore and
Devorah Zusman are all outstanding. It is ahsolutely
amazingtof‘mﬁacasto{thissizeinaworkofthis

and pillars that lend themselves very well fo stage pic-

. sies of monologues spoken by the matives of Spoon
tures of starfling beauty. The cast is sfihouetted, spot-

~sw buried on a hill overlocking the town. The dead copplexlty without 2 single weak lzk.

Whether playing old men, children, soldiers, embit-
fered widows or soldiers disillusioned by their horrible - -
deaths, the whole cast enters completely into the spirit of

. the production, listening interestedly and reacting to the
stories the others have to tell. Not all is-gloom though. -
; The piece is breken up by-‘numor and ribald songs. .
‘ . ’ : ¥ Gving, vital theater Is your bag, make it a point to~
o see this production which will play again this week from °~ River Anth
Wednesday through Saturday. -
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- pmerous and the pathetic sides

(harles Aidman's qdapta "‘;3

fion of Edgar Lee Masters)
‘““.poon River Anthology"
opens tonight and will play )
Y through July 6 at the State .4
University Albany Performs '§
ing Arts Center, Curtam time ’
kswpm y",'
" Repeat pcrformanées of the :
j may will be staged' July 10 |
through July 13 at the univers-
Ity s arls centnr [ :
' b
‘l‘he play dses American folk '
muslc lo veveal both the hu-

of tife in a small town at the '
turn of the century. The pro- *
duction includes Thomas L:
Brennan, Jerrold Brown, Joni q
Goldberg, Howard Koling, i
Jing Lindenauer, Maria. Mak
is, Marilyn Ornstein, Marci
Petres, Thom Pra er. Joseph'
. Rohch and Mlmae Steese i
P l" o
X q0
Costumés are b)' Jane Mors -
gan sels by Edward Mendug: .
ond lighung by Harry; Feinet H

P e

‘Spoon Riverhas stlrrmg moments

(A review).

mer Theater Performing Arls’

¢, THE SPOON RIVER AN-
THOLOGY,” by Edgar Lee
Masters. Adapted by Chatles

,‘ 4~Aidman Directed by Edward -
Golden. At the SUNYA Sum:

P AP
Hhi

Center, Albany.
© By JIMKUNSTLER

As a nation we are constant- |

“1ly trying to rediscover our-

v gelves, and one of the most -
B2 popular stage vehicles for this

L T T

 undertaking is Aidman's ad-
l aptation of Edgar Lee Mas-
b ters’ book of poems, "Thé
{ Spoon River Anthology.” The
twork is a series of vignettes
* ot of small town Yile in Hlinois
i iperiod,  1060--1910).  each
poem the voice of a villagdr
speaking from the grave. ,

U 1t is an exceedingly appeal

+ ing work and also a very diffi-

1 cult one to produce for the

g ~ stage. The production typical-

Ly runs along the lines of Aid-

'i man's Broadway show of the

fate fiftics. a pair of actors and

! actressed trading off portraits

b with frequent folk-song inter-
 ruptions,

’, And so the nutof the prob-
} lem in producing this show i

how to do 1t in an original-
i manner: Charles Aidman'
7 adaptation was not just the

Llranslation of a book into a
; play but a directorial mise en

, Seene.

Director Edward Golden -

i, has correctly perceived this
problem to a point, and has
+.endeavored to enrich the for-

i mat with a large cast and a
. multileveled set for the more

r dynamic visuals and tableaux
k. which the the play, feasibly,
1 ealls for.

'-lll

J@)IJ 5

He has also cast some very
mterestmg playets throughout
the piece, often ¢asting direct- A
ly against type tthough be-
cause of the ensemble Hsting
in the program. 1 am unable to .
identify the players, role’
against nam(*

What doos comg |hrou;,h
here s the richness of life in
the small Tilinois hamlet; the -
diversity of chararter, con-:

, clousness and circumstance,
so that one old man rues the’
day of his birth and his viext.
dnor-neighbor walks graceful:
Iy into the arms of death, The

“qypes” are all there: vlll.u'e
atheist, minister, prostitule,
town drunk, thief, . immi-;
prants. drudges, singers of !
life. chasers - dftet  déath,
would-be-poets, . reptobales. |
oreatures of laith, Co

N i d

The genius of Mdsters, -
this particular work, the was.
~a prolific author of quite a fot
of unsuccessil stulf tooy, was

the clarity of focus which he |

brought to these profiles of
ordinary people in art ordinary
place. He rendered them quite
extraordinary. The rhythymis
of their volces through the §
poctry of Masters form  oné
ol our quintessential (ultural‘
“documents, , ."

The evening has its siirrin{
moments, interesting effects .

and movements, Perhaps ohe , |

of the reasons we indulge in so

much cultural self- analysis, is .
that we really know so litlle -
about each other, “like the «
‘American hurnan beings who

Iwed and died in Spmm Hiver; ",

.". oy Y [
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