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Round Two, Oscar's Mediocrity 
Cause Of Hollywood's Downfall 

by Douglas Rathgvb 

It anything proved the decline of 
Hollywood as the film capltol of the 
world and the center of the cinema 
-rts It via the Academy Awards 
Ceremony of the week past. Both In 
the very nature of the nominees and 
the selection of the winners (not 
only of last year, but of the last ten 
years and more) the American Aca­
demy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences tuts' shown that Its Interest 
remains In lining Its already plush 
pockets and Improving its show at 
the box office rather than in recog­
nizing and rewarding true cinema 
artistry. 

Overgrown Popularity Poll 
The Academy Awards are, al­

ways have been (with the exception 
of their early years) and probably 
always will be, little more than an 
overgrown popularity poll. The 
words on the award say "Best Actor 
(or actress) In a Single Perfor­
mance," but what they really mean 
is either (1) Most Popular Actor in 
a Single Performance" or (2) "Best 
Actor for a Performance He Gave 
Back In 1952 Because Somebody Else 
Got It Then." 

B e i t Actor 
And then of course there Is "Best 

Actor For A Single Performance 
Which Wasn't So Hot But He's Lost 
Out Eight Times Before So It's High 
Time Now." 

In 1960 Elizabeth Taylor won the 
award for Best Actress because she 
had nearly died of pneumonia the 
year before: Gregory Peck won In 

1962 not only because he gave a 
good performance In "To Kill A 
Mockingbird," but also because he 
had lost six times before. 

• 
Strong Patriotic Feeling 

Gary Cooper won in 1941 for 
"Sergeant York" due to the strong 
patriotic feeling of the nation, and 
the Academy, at that time. Sidney 
Poltler also just happened to be 
chosen the first Negro Best Actor 
at the height of the Civil Rights 
movement in 1963 and 1964. 

The list continues. Julie Andrews 
won for her role in "Mary Popplns" 
partly for her singing and partly 
because she had lost the lead in the 
film version of "My Fair Lady" to 
Audrey Hepburn. 

Curiously Predictable 
The Academy's choices for Best 

Picture over the years have been 
curiously predictable. It is not 
necessarily the best films, but the 
largest and most popular which are 
declared the winners. This year's 
nominated films follow the same 
tedious pattern, as all the nom­
inees, with the possible exception 
of "A Thousand Clowns," were all 
popular and, more Importantly, all 
money-makers. What's more they 
were all depresslngly conventional 
(Including "Darling" to an extent). 
The experimental, the progressive 
cinema was, as It always has been, 
ostracized and Ignored. And, with a 
few exceptions, serious cinema 
which Is big In Impact, has had to 
take a back seat to the pictures 
which are so big in budget that they 
have little room left for impact. It 
has had to.take a back seat to sword 

and sandal epics 
"comedies." 

and lmbecllic 

Hollywood Clique 
What does all- this mean? Very 

simply that the Academy Awards 
belong to that clique known as Hol­
lywood. It is a big clique to be sure, 
but a clique Just the same. For the 
Academy members vote for their 
own winners. They call it "being 
judged by your peers," but there 
are a hell of a lot of peers that 
haven't even been acknowledged as 
such, peers who are long-deserving 
of recognition. 

Fine , Unbiased Job 

Year after year the Academy 
nominates, votes and congratulates 
itself for a fine unbiased job. They 
bestow honors on such imaginative, 
beautiful arid moving films as "Cat 
Ballou," "Mary Popplns," and "The 
Sound of Music" and leave those 
trite, innocuous run-of-the-mill 
second-raters like "The Pawn­
broker," "The Knack," "Dr. 
Strangelove," "The Train," and 
"Lolita" without mention. "Who 
cares if they win all those foreign 
awards? Just because the restofthe 
international film community thinks 
they are superb doesn't mean we 
have to I" that seems to be Holly­
wood's rationale. 

Also Ran 
It is already a statistical fact 

that the American film Industry, 
ninety-five percent of which Is based 
in Hollywood, has already lost its 
position as head of the international 
cinema world. And before long the 
much overrated Academy Award will 
find itself an also-ran. 

Here are 7 knotty problems 
facing the Air Force: 

can you help us solve one? 

1. Rtpolif In ipac«. If something goes 
wrong wilh o vehicle in orbit, how con it 
be fixed? Answers must be found, if large-
scale space operations are to become a 
reality. For this and other assignments A>r 
force scientists and engineers will be 
colled on to answer In the next few years, 
we need the best brains available. 

2. Lunar landing. The 
exact composition of 
the lunar surface, as 
well as structural 
and propulsion char­
acteristics of the space 
vehicle, enter into 
this problem. Important study remains to 
bo dono-and, as an Air force officer, 
you could be the one to do ill 

1 . l l ft-tuppert biology. The filling of 
metabolic needs over very extended peri­
ods of time in space is one of the most 

fascinating subjects that 
Air force scientists are in­
vestigating, The results 
promise to have vital ram­
ifications for our life on 
earth, as well as in outer 
space, 

4. Space orientation. The orbital p'ob-
lems of a spacecraft, including its ability 
to maneuver over selected points on the 
eoMh, ore ol vital importance to the mili­
tary utilization of space. The'e ore plenty 
ol assignments lor young Air Force physi­
cists in this area. 

6. Space propulsion. As our 
space flights cover greater 
and greater distances, pro­
pulsion— more than any-
thing else-will become the 
limiting (odor. New fuels * 
and new propulsion tech­
niques must bo found, if wo 
aro to keep on exploring 
the mysteries of space And 
it may well bo an Air Force 
scientist on his first assign-
mont who makes the big 
breakthrough! 

7. Pilot performance. 
Important tests must still bo 
mode to determine how the 
pilots of manned aoro-
spacocafl will roact to 
long periods away from 
tho earth. Of coui 
not every now Air 
Force oll icor be­
comes involved in research and develop­
ment right away. But whore tho most ex­

citing advances aro 
taking place, young 
Air Force scientists, 

administrators, 
pilots, and engineers 

ore on tho scene. 

Want to find out how you fit Into the 
Air force picture? Contact your nearest 
Air Force ropiesentative, or mail the cou­
pon today. 
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S. fynorfotic plant changing. Theabil-
ity of a spacecraft to chongo oltilude can 
olso be crucial to space operations. Where 
but in the Air Force could ScB.'s get the 
chance lo work on such fascinating proj­
ects right at the stort of their Careers? 

Co>tcrje_ 

AddrtH... 
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CHRISTIAN SCIENTIST: Howard Irwin, C S. of tho Christian 
Science Board of Lectureship, discussed the "Dynamic Theo­
logy of Scientific Christianity" Friday in Husted 150-

Famed New York Ensemble 
Provides Superb Evening 

by John Pross 

Without the least hesitation this reviewer can say 
that on the evening of April sixteenth Albany heard the 
finest b r a s s ensemble in the United States. 

The performance of the New York Bras s Quintet 
was throughout characterized by superb ensemble and 
stunning solo work. 

It was astonishing that trumpet, French horn, t rom­
bone and tuba could be played with such grace and 
facility. In the hands of John Swallow the trombone 
was often electrifying and Harvey Phill ips ' tuba ran 
the gamut from mellow baritone to bombarde organ 
stop. 

The first half of the Quintet 's program was an over­
view of composition for brass from the Middle Ages 
to the present. The "Canzona" of Giovanni Gabrielli, 
a Renaissance Venetian work, was sonorous and rich, 
while a suite by the Romanticist Ludwig Mauer was 
executed with almost str ing-l ike delicacy. 

This last work proved that b ras s tone need not bp 
p o n d e r o u s . T r a n s c r i p t i o n of Bach 

The other two works in this group were a t r ansc r ip ­
tion of a Bach "Contrapunctus" and a "Suite for Brass 
Quintet and Piano" by Robert Nagel, first t rumpeter 
of the Quintet. The Bach suffered from the t r ans ­
cription, as the voices were not of equal strength. 

In fact one often lost the French horn entirely. Mr. 
Nagel 's composition was the usual, slightly-banal mu­
sic associated with high school b rass players. In this 
work, however, the horn had a lyric, Sibelius-like solo, 
in which the instrument was given the vibrancy of a 
mezzo-soprano voice. 

The second half of the program was nearly a thesis 
on modern music. It was a pleasure to hear these 
striking compositions, which the Quintet is not always 
able to present to the "paying public." 

The first, entitled "Music for Brass Quintet" (1961), 
was an atonal composed in the pointilllstic style. This 
t e rm, derived from an ar t movement of the late 1880's, 
denotes small jabs of color or tone. This composition 
by Gunther Schuller was composed almost entirely of 
the staccato utterance of the tone row by each of the 
five instruments. The effect was sinister and com­
manding. 

N e x t Was T o n a l 

To the obvious relief of the audience the next mod­
ern composition was tonal. "Four Movements for Five 
Brass" (1957) by Collier Jones was placid, graceful 
and remiscent of Aaron Copland. 

Alvin Etler's "Quintet for Brass Instruments" (1963) 
while a very competent piece of serial composition 
suffered by contrast to the Schuller. The last composi­
tion on the program was Eugene Bozza's "Sonatine" 
(1950). This typically French work was blazing and 
rhythmic. 

The Quintet was enthusiastically received, but by 
a disappointingly small audience. The encores, again 
pre-twentleth century works, rounded out the program 
exquisitely. The firBt was another of Bach's "Contra-
puncti." This one in C was slower and more clearly 
expected than the first, An anonymous Medieval sonata 
provided a lustv, Jubilant conclusion _ .. 
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Donovan Reinterprets 
Classic Works in Novel 

PEOPLE AND MORE PEOPLE: Students crowded into the first and second floor halls of Draper 
on Monday to stand in line in order to obtain the courses they wanted next semester. See story 
on page 4. 

Collins Says Lines 'Unfortunate' 
Announces Plan for Registration 

The problems of registration and 
housing were the main topics of the 
press conference with President 
Collins Monday. 

Collins indicated that the un­
usually long lines for pulling class 
cards was unfortunate. The cause 
for the problem was that the class 
cards were not finished in time. 
This was due to uncertainty where 
classes were to be held. He said 
he would make no excuse for this. 

The President announced at the 
conference that for the remainder 
of the registration period students 
would draw their class cards ac­
cording to the initials of their last 
name. The schedule for each day, he 
said, was designed so that the max­
imum number of students, which the 
registrar could process, would be 
able to draw their class cards. 

Wai t i ng L i s t for S tudent H o u s i n g 

The question was asked at the 
pres,- conference of whether or not 

Evening Includes 
AUmnyAnthology 

"As We see it: An Albany An­
thology" will lie presented by Eng­
lish Evening Tuesday, May 10, at 
80) P.M. IN Brubacher Lower 
Lounge. 

The program will consist of stu­
dent views on campus life, profos-
iors, the English department cur­
riculum and literary creations in 
general. The highlight of the pro­
gram will bo a parody written by 
Mrs, Barbara Ifolundo and students: 
"Every Student: A Morality Play." 

Also Harold Noukes, author of 
"Young Sun," will present his new­
est work, "The Unravelled String 
by Turnyp Green" with comments on 
tho recent Cave controversy. 

Students will read from Edgar 
Leo Master's "Spoon lllver Anthol­
ogy" which, as acollocllonofamus­
ing gravestone epitaphs, reveals, 
Hint life Is not always peaceful and 
simple In the American small town. 

Proposed additions to "As We" 
See It" Include gentle satires or 
English Department faculty ana 
classroom situations, 

A faculty-student coffee hour wll 
follow the urogram. 

there wa.? a waiting list for some 
students to receive on-campus hous­
ing. 

Dr. Clifton'Thorne, Vice Presi­
dent of Student Affairs, said that 
approximately 200 students were 
waiting to find out where they would 
live next year. These students were 
on the list because they did not pay 
their $25 deposit in time to Insure 
their place of residence for next 
year or those students whose prior­
ities could not be satisfied. 

Author to Discuss 
Native Philosophy 

Rajo Hao, one of the outstanding 
Indian novelists writing in English, 
will discuss "Ectasy as a Way of 
Life" (contemporary Indian phil­
osophy) today at 1:25 p.m. in Draper 
340. 

Hao has been in residence at the 
University since May 1 and will re ­
main until May 14. Ills stay has 
been arranged by the University In 
conjunction with Union College, 
Russell Sage and Skldmorc College. 

• s 
He is the author of several books 

Including "Kanthapura," a novel 
dealing with a village In Gandhi's 
time; "The Serpen! and the Hope,"' 
a novel about East and West which 
is philosophical and religious In 
orientation; etc. 

Hao received his degree in Eng-
'llsh and history from Madras Uni­
versity. At (lie age of lit he went 
to Europe to do research In litera­
ture at the UniversityofMontpelller 
and the Sorboune. 

Turning from research to writing 
he began publishing his first stories 
in French and English. Ills books 
have been acclaimed by many people. 

Dr. Thorne said that these stu­
dents on the waiting list would not 
be living in motels next year. 

Now Faculty For Next Yoar 
President Collins discussed the 

distribution per department of new 
faculty for next year. This was In 
reference to a recent article In 
"suppression" which Inferred that 
the University's Education Depart­
ment was receiving more than its 
fair share of new faculty next year. 

Collins said that 81 new faculty 
members were Joining the School 
of Arts and Sciences as opposed to 
only 21 Joining the education faculty. 

He said that 13G new teaching 
positions wl'l lie filled next year. 

In an attempt to reinterpret nine 
classic eighteenth and nineteenth 
century English novels, Dr. Hobert 
A. Donovan, professor of English at 
the University, has recently writ­
ten "The Shaping Vision: Imagina­
tion in the English Novel from Defoe 
to Dickens." 

The novel will be published by the 
Cornell University PressonMay 13. 

Two chapters of the book have 
been published previously. The 
chapter on Dickens was printed in 
"A Journal of Literary History" 
In 11)02; the chapter on Richardson 
appeared in "Studies in English 
Literature" In 1963. 

Now Porspoctive , 
Dr. Donovan, in his treatment of 

novels by Defoe, Richardson, Field­
ing, Sterne, Smollett, Austen, Scott, 
Thackery, and Dickens has ap­
proached the subject with a new 
critical perspective. 

His underlying assumption is that 
these novels are to be studied as 
Imaginative constructs, that the 
novelist gives form to his subject 
matter In the act of imagining it. 

The research for "The Shaping, 
Image," which was supported by 
the Research Foundation of State 
University of New York, took five 
years to complete. 

Receives Grant 
Dr. Donovan has recently received 

another grant from the Research 
Foundation to undertake a study of 
the Image in Victorian literature. 

Dr. Donovan received his Ph.D. 
degree from Washington Univer­
sity, St. Louis. He also received 
his M.A. there. 

Until lie came to the University 
In 1902, Dr. Donovan was on the 
faculty of Cornell University, Ithaca. 

P u b l i s h e s A r t i c l e 

During tho past eight years he has 
been a regular contributor to "Vic- i n e 
torlan Bibliography." He has also -i,0 free 

published numerous articles and r e ­
views in national periodicals. 

Dr. Donovan has served as edi­
torial consultant to both the Cornell 
University Press and to ".V.lctor"-
ian Studies," 

At present Dr, Donovan lives in 
Slingerlands with his wife, Hope, 
and his three children. 

Folk Concert, Picnic 
To Highlight 
State Fair Weekend 

State Fair Weekend will be high­
lighted by a concert by the "Christy 
Minstrels" on Friday, May 20 at 
7:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. Tickets 
for the concert will go on sale 
Wednesday, May 11 in the Peri­
styles at $3.00 for non SA mem­
bers and $.50 donation for SA mem­
bers. 

Extra buses will be provided from 
the now campus to Page Hall for the 
concert. 

On Saturday, the actual fair will 
take place in the Dutch Quadrangle 
parking lot 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Organizations and 'group's who 
wish to operate booths should con­
tact their Ideas via student mall to 
Mady Stein or Mike Ginsberg. The 
deadline for submitting ideas Is 
May 12. 

Also there will be a meeting for 
oil booth owners on May 12 at 
1:30 p.m. In Brubacher Hall, 

The weekend will conclude with 
a picnic on Sunday between 10:30 
and 4:00. 

Students interested in going should 
sign up on lists that will be posted 
in each dormitory, Draper and the 
Peristyles on May 9. 

The lists will to collected May 11. 
The picnic and the box lunch will 

Two Journalists to Discuss Policy 
Of U.S. in Southeast Asia Today 

'I'WII nllt«ttlll,li,ifr l/innnoHotn • » • " Two outstanding Journalists win 
trgue the pros and cons of the Vlel 
Nam war In a debate belngpresented* 
by the Forum of Politics. The pro­
gram, entitled "A Great Debate on 
the Vietnam War" will take place 
in Page Hall at 1:25 today. 

Kenneth Crawford will argue the 
affirmative, and David Kollh Hardy 
the negative of the resolution; "Re­
solved: That the American presence 
in Asia is necessary topreservetlte 

Rao will lw available for formal 
and Informal talks and discussions' 
during afternoons and evenings; his 
mornings are spent in writing. He 
is especially interested In contem­
porary Indian thought, philosophy 
and religion and in Gandhi and Ta-
goro. 

peace ol tne world. 

N o w s w o o k " C o l u m n i s t 

Kenneth Crawford is a highly r e ­
spected columnist for the weekly 
news magazine, "Newsweek," and 
also Is a contributor to many other 
magazines. In addition he has made 
several trips to Asia on fact find-' 
lug missions, 

David Kollh Hardy Is n noted 
freo-lance reporter photographer 
who has covered and Ijenn in con­
flicts all over the world since World 
War II. At various times lie has douo 
work for "Look," "Time, Inc."and 
NHC. Within the last year ho has 
been to Vlelnam, Thailand and Cam-

doing ' films ami gathering 

Eaclt of tho debaters will open 
with a ten to fifteen minute state­
ment, followed by a rebuttal from 
his opponent. Thon questions from 
the floor will be allowed. The de­
bate will end with a summation by 

each speaker. President of Forum 
of Politics, Harold Lynne will mod­
erate the debate on the most crucial 
issue our nation faces today. 

bodla, 
fuels. 

Kenneth Crawford 

Accelerating War 

Crawford will present and defend 
the Johnson Administration's pol­
icies and thinking on the accelerating 
Vietnamese War, Hardy will present 
the view thai the United States pres­
ence In Vietnam'is dlsaste'rous and 
unfortunate. David Keith Hardy 

i 


