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STATE OF NEW YORK 
:~;1 

. A. 1917-A 

1975~1976'Begular SessiQns 

January'28, l975· 

\ 

~N SENA'fE~Introduced by Sen. S'l'AFFORD;.:_read twice and 
()l'<}ered printed, and when printed to be committed to the 
Committee on Conservatiqn and Recreation-committee dis­
cha1•ged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as amended and recom- · 
n1itted to said committee 

IN ASSEMBLY-Introduced by Mr. HARRIS-read once and 
i•eferred lo the Committee on Environmental Conservation~­
committee discliarged, · bill amended, ·ordered reprinted as 
amended and recommitted to said comi,nittee 

AN ACT·, 
to amend the environmental oonservation law and the executive 
law, In relation to inoorporating the Adirondack park agenoyJnto _ . 
the departm_ent of environmental oo·nservation as--:a district 
· instrumentality thereof for- the purpose of realizing maximum 
coordination of the functions and utilization 'of the resources of . 

each 

The People of the State of New York, repr~_!ented in-Senate and. 
· Assembly, do enact as follows: · . , 

l Sectiorl 1. h is hereby found and declared that many 
1
of the 

. 2 exi&ting and potential functions, human, professional, financial and·, 

-3 capital resmirces of both the Adirondack park agency, created and 

R~l'l,.\NMl'ION ~ ;MM...-1'1 itol'4'1 la new, matt.el' in .bnwkets [ ] Is old law w be ~mitted. 

/ 

,. 
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S. 1618-A-A. 1!)17~A 2, 

1 operating pursuant to the provisions of ai'ticle twenty-seven of the . 

2 ex~cutive law, and qf the state department of environm<;intal con~er-
> - • 

3 yation, ~xercised with respect to the area known as the "Adirondack 

4 Park" should be better coordinated and utilized. 

5 The .,legislature deems that by continuing the Adiron.di;tck park 
/ 

6 agency within· and ll,S an i,n~i,vidualized instrumenta\ity, of the 

7 

8 

department of environmeiJ,tal conservation and requiring that its 

heretofore exfsting' prerogatives continue undiminished but be 

· 9 hereafter subject to the advice and consent of the commissioner of 

10 e1wironmental conservation, substantial benefits wiU inure to the 

11 residents wit~in the Adirondack park in particular and, in general1 

'12 to the citizens ofthe ent_ir\:l st;at~. 'fo these ends the provisioi.s of tlris 

13 act are tl111s enacted. 

14 § 2. The em;ironmental conservation law i~ hereby amende,d by; 

15 adding ''thereto a new article, to be art.icle f~rty-two, to read ,~a,s 

follows: 

17 

1~ 

19 

·20 

21 

22 

·ARTICLE42 
\. 

'ADIRONDAOI( PARKA·GENCY /'' 

Section 42-0101. J Adirondack park agency; '' incorporation; 

continuation. 

42-0103. Power and duty of commissioner;-, . .. 

§ 427"01011 Adirondack ?a:k age~cy; incorporation; continuation. 
\ 

23 The Adironda~k park agr,ncy created and operating pursuant to 

24 the provisions of article. twenty-seven of the executive law shall be 

25 continued and as c,ontinued is hereby incorporated into the 
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instr.umentality thereof to the extent that the commissioner shall 

deem appropriate. 

§ 42-0103. Power and duty of commissioner. 
, .· - . ' ' 

The .. commi~sioner shall have the powe~ _and it shall be his duty to 

take all appr? priate action including bu·t not limi
0

ted to th~ 

promulgation ,al ord~rs, rules and regulations to provide for the 

maximum coordinatio~ and most efficacious utilization of the 

functions, employees, ar,,d facilities of the department and the 
' ' 

I - , - . 

Adironda9k park agency now or hereafter available with respect to 
I , -.., 

the Adirondack park as defined in ,this chapter1 notwithstanding·· 

any inconsistent provision .of any law. 

§ ,3. The opening paragraph of section eight hundred three of the 
I 

ex~cntive law, as amen~ed by chapter ,three hundred forty~ejght of 

th~ laws of nineteen hundred seventy-tµree, is h~reby amended to 

read as follows; 

!J.'here is hereby cre;,1!ed [in the executive department,] the 
/ -

Adfrondack park agency, which s,hall be within tlie de~artment of 

f!nvironmental conservation and w,hich shaU consist of the following . 

members: the commissioner of environmental conservation ~ho .--· .. ,. . 

shall bejhe chairman, the director of the office of planning services/ 

the com~issioner of commerce and eight members to. be appointed 

. b,: the governor by and witli the advice and consent of the senate .. 

[I'he governor shall rlesignate a chairman from among the members ·. 

appoin,ted tothe agency, who shall serve at the governor's pi'easure,] 

· Non.e of the members appointed by the governor shall be officers or 
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1 Adirondack park provided, ho~ever, that no two such members shall 

2 b(d·esidents of the same county except for such members i:iitially 

3 

4 

5 

6_ 

appointed before ~anuary first, nineteen hundred sev~nty-three, 

who may be reappointed for additional succe~sive terms. 'J,'hree 

- - ) - - -

members appointed by the governor shall be residents ofthe state 
. I 

outside the -~dirondack park. Not more than~·_five appointed 

7 members s!lall be of the _same political, :party. 
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;§ 4. The opening paragraph of section eight hundred four of such 

law, as amend~q by chapte~three hun~red forty-eight of the laws of 

nit1eteen hpndred severity-three, is hereby amended to read as 

follows; · 

, The agency shall have the power, subject to ·the advioe and 
,I 

· oQnsent of _the o-ommissioner of enviro~mental ~~nserv(l,ti~n: 

§ 5, Secti•n eight hundr~d four of such law is hereby amended by 

adding thereto a new s_ubdivision; to be subdivision eleven, to read 

as foilows: 

1L To exeroise all other powers,.funotions and duties expressly or· . . . --

· . impliedly devol~ed upQn it by any provision of this artic..le or other 

law:· 
-

§ 6, This act shall take effect on, the first- day of September next 

succeeding the date on
1
which it shall have become a law. 

' I 
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To the committee on.' .... ~.O.U~~J:::V~.t.ian ...................................................................................... . 

. ~. -:, . 
The undersigned requests a report on bill No .•.•.• .J...6.+.8.:-:4 .•.•...•...........•...........•.•.....•.•.... 

Assembly 

Rec. No .............................................. introduced by Mr ...... S.t.aff cn:~ ........................................... . 

at the next meeting of your committee. 

Signed .... ~.t.W.!Y!!t 

Dated ..... 4.:'!'.3.Q':":7.5. ....•........•......... 

Note: Delete "Senate" or "Assembly," as the case may be, insert proper numbers and file this notice 

together with attached copy of the bill with the chairman or clerk of the committee. It will be helpful to the com­

mittee if with your request and copy of the bill you submit a brief explanation of the bill. 

Form No. 63 



(Revised) 

In Assembly: 1917 

In Senate: 1618 

PURPOSE: 

ME.MORAND UM 

By: lfrr. Harris 

By: Mr. Stafford 

AN ACT to amend the Environmental 
Conservation law and the Executive 
law, in relation to incorporating 
the Adirondack Park Agency into 
the Department of Environmental 
Conservation as a district instru­
mentality thereof for the purpose 
of realizing ~aximum coordination 
of the functions and utilization 
of the resources of each 

The purpose of this bill. is to incorporate the Adirondack Park 
Agency and its powers, fu..~ctions and duties into the Department of 
Environmental Conservation. 

JUSTIFICATION: 

At present, the Adirondack Park Agency exists as a separate entity 

whose powers, duties and functions closely parallel those already 
entrusted to the Department of Conservation. 

Many functions including the employment of specialists, development 
of studies on environmental matters, jurisdiction over mw~icipal and· 
subdivision projects (e.g., sewer, water), land-use planning, purchase 
of equipment, administration of agency business (e.g., permits, orders} 
are duplicated and sometimes at odds with functions performed by the 
Environmental Conservation Department. ·of particular importance is the 
land-use planning conducted by DEC, through the statewide land-use plan. 

It is most important that APA cooperate fully with the provisions of the 
DEC statewide land-use plan. 

Incorporation of the APA into the DEC would provide for a stream­
lining of government services to the people of the state and would, in 
effect, reduce the overlap and disparity currently existing between the 
~ . ~wo agencies. 

Additionally, this measure would provide that the Commissioner of 
Environmental Conservation become Chairman of the APA; thereby replacing 
the presently appointive position of Chairman of the agency .. 

This proposal neither provides nor envisions any increased appropria­
tions or change of powers already vested in both agencies. In fact, the 
incorporation would provide for a central point from which information; 
permits; studies; plans and other related business may be efficiently 
dispatchedG 

The proposal would also provide greater control over spendingr 
reflected in reduced personal services and purchases. 



FISCAL TM.PACT: 

Through the incorporation of agency £unctions, annual savings could 
amount to $215r000 per year. This saving represents the coordination and 
corr~ination of planning§ project review and permit services; personal 
services, purchasing requirements and other maintenance and operative 
fur1c·tions ~ 

Estimates show that $180;000 of the estimated $215r000 annual savings 
would be directly attribut?-ble to. salary and personnel expense 
eliminations. The balance \•J'Ould come through maintenance and operation 
savings, as these fU,.'lctions are assumed by and incorporated into DEC. 

EFFECTI\t7E DATE : 

This act shall take effect iwmediately. * 

* It is anticipated that this bill will be ai.uended to take effect 
on the first day of Septerr~er next following enact:m.ent. 



(Revised) 

In Assembly: 1917 

In Senate: 1618 

PURPOSE: 

l>'.'.[EMORANDUM 

By: Yrr. Harris 

By: lfrr. Stafford 

AN ACT to amend the Environmental 
Conservation law and the Executive 
law, in relation to incorporating 
the Adirondack Park Agency into 
the Department of Environmental 
Conservation as a district instru­
mentality thereof for the purpose 
of realizing maximu..m coordination 
of the functions and utilization 
of the resources of each 

The purpose of this bill. is to incorporate the Adirondack Park 

Agency and its powers, functions and duties into the .Department of 

Environmental Conservation. 

JUSTIFICATION: 

At present, the Adirondack Park Agency exists as a separate entity 

whose powers, duties and £unctions closely parallel those already 

entrusted to the Department of Conservation. 

Many functions including-the employment of specialists, development 

of studies on environmental matters, jurisdiction over municipal and· 

subdivision projects (e.g., sewer, water), land-use planning, purchase 

of equipment, administration of agency business (e.g., permits, orders) 

are duplicated and sometimes at odds with functions performed by the 

Environmental Conservation Department. Of particular importance is the 

land-use planning conducted by DEC, through the statewide land-use plan. 

It is most important that APA cooperate fully with the provisions of the 

DEC statewide land-use plan. 

Incorporation of the APA into the DEC would provide for a stream­

lining of government services to the people of the state and would, in 

effect, reduce the overlap and disparity currently existing between ·the 

two agencies. 

Additionally I this measure would provide that the Corrunissioner of 

Environmental Conservation become Chairman of the APA, thereby replacing 

the presently appointive position of Chairman of the agency. _ 

This proposal neither provides nor envisions any increased appropria­

tions or change of powers already vested in both agencies. In fact, the 

incorporation would provide for a central point from ·which information; 

permits; studies; plans and other related business may be efficiently 

dispatched. 

The proposal would also provide greater control over spending, 

reflected in reduced personal services and purchases. 



FISCAL TMPACT: 

Through the incorporaLion of agency fu.~ctions, annual savings could 
amount to $215r000 per year. This saving represents the coordination and 
combination of planning, project review and permit services, personal 
services, purchasing requirements and other maintenance and operative 
functions. ~ 

Estimate~ show that $180,000 of the estimated $215,000 annual savings 
would be directly attributable to. salary and personnel expense 
eliminations. The balance would come through maintenance and operation 
savings, as the_se .fu.Dctions are assumed by and incorporated into DEC. 

EFFECTIVE DA"I'E : = 

This act shall take effect immediately.* 

* It is anticipated that this bill will be amended to take effect· 
on the first day of September next following enactinent. 


