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A set of working drawings fbt the Planetarium - Accelerator that 
w I 11 b(3 used for Inv I tat Ions to b Id the bu I Id Ing hewe brwn comp I eted, and were 
malled on 19 January to the Construd"lon Fund. vJ,a have not yet re-~celved 01;r copies 
but they shou Id be here momentar 11 y. Thlr:l t~rch I ted· hcis <.'l I rec:1dy been Instructed to 
advert I se for b Ids on 31 January. It ls the fr Intent I on to a I I mt ont~ month for 
bidding and we contemplate a bid opening on I March. 

There ls a poss I bl I lty that If sufficient bidders do not show 
Interest, the bidding period would be extended two weeks for greater competition. 
In either case, we should be able to commence construction as soon as weather 
permits, provided we are fortunate enough to receive a competent bidder that 
comes within the funds al located, 

Central Office Is stl I I taking a hard I lne on making no al low­
ances for excessive construction costs In this area. This requires us to com­
pete with al I other areas without any preferential treatment and Is really a 
most unreal lstlc handicap. I mention this becau~ie I feel that ev~rn If the bids 
do not come within the funds al located, we have great equity that could be used 
to make a case with the Central OFFICE FOR A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF ADDITJONAL FUNDS. 
Wh I I e I don I t I I l<.e to I eern upon th Is poss I b I I I ty ~ we certc:1 In I y sha I I h::;iv~~ -J·o 
exhaust it If we ane not lucky with our bids. One good thing In our favor ls 
that because of the smaller size of the bullcilng, we expect to see greater In­
terest shown by a great many more local contractors, who can handle Jobs ln the 
ml I I Ion and one-halt price range. They ~!so are better equipped to handle the 
local labor market. 

,I wl I I keep you posted on the o~tcome of al I these developments. 

Cc: Dr. c. Luther Andrews 
Dr. Jagadlsh Garg 
Dr. Curtis Hemenway 
Dr. Harry Cru l 1 
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