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DIOCESE OF SAINT AUGUSTINE
MINISTRY FOR JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

412 N.E. 16th Avenue, Suite 25 Gainesville, Florida 32601
904-372-6006 904-376-9764

April 13 , 1984

Dear Mr and Mrs Goode
Hope all went well on the trip back

to St . James city . I know it will take a long time for the
hurt and grief to heal and to let go of Freddy now as he is
with his God . Time is a great healer and I know too that

you will draw from the richness of your own faith and put your
confidence in the risen Lord , knowing that He alone can heal
our brokenness and mend our SOrTOwWS . This was a terrible
thing for anyone to have to go through and more so that

Freddy was so far from being a normal human being , and for
the state to extinguish his 1life . That being the worst of

all evils .

Perhaps now you will have the peace of knowing that he is not
being tortured and abused in a sytem whose intent is to crush
all that is good out of the human beings entrusted to their
caring . And the state call this “prehabilitation” and for those
of us who know better we cringe at such barbarity . For those
who do such things there can be little peace and less happinn-
ess . We must not use the tools the state did ...that of
revenge and hate . That would be lowering ourselves tb their
level and value systems . Tet us never be found wanting in

our forgiveness and love . That is what Jesus’ death and

Besurection was all about .

Next week will be Holy Week , that special time in the church
when all our sufferings seem so minute as compared to our
Bedeemer and Lord’s and this gives us some consolation and lots

of hope .

It was a gracefilled time working with you as we grieved to

try and understand and for us to be present to you in your
anguish and pain of lonliness . I ask for your prayers and
continued interest as we forge ahead to create a more civilized
society where human life will be held sacred , irregardless of
the condition:of that human life . The forces of evil will not

prevail .
May God love and keep you and we hope to see you soon .

In hrisi )
= 7 . /V//w(/‘mf/vﬁ :

§§sféf Hannah Daly



FLORIDA CLEARINGHOUSE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE
MEMBER OF THE SOUTHERN COALITION ON JAILS & PRISONS

222 W. PENSACOLA STREET
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32301
(804) 222-4820; 224-4237

SCHARLEﬁE HOLDMAN -
JAMES LOHMAN
DAVID MACK

STEVEN L. SELIGER,
GENERAL COUNSEL.

April 12, 1984

Sister Hannah Daley
412 N.E. 16th Avenue

#50
Gainesville, Florida 32601

Dear Sister Hannah:

Here are copies of the Bishops' statement and two nice
newsclips for you and the Goodes.

We just got two more death warrants, on James Hill and
James Adams. Scharlette gave your phone number to the Hill
family, they are very poor and kind of slow and may need some
help in the coming weeks. This is James Hill's first warrant
and he is certain to get a stay, but I think his family will
need some moral support.

The folks in West Palm Beach have the James Adams case.
He is a black man from a very large and loving family, I think
his folks will be all right.
Thank 'you for all your help.
Sincerely,

Gail Rowland
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FLORIDA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE

314 BARNETT BANK BUILDING
; POST OFFICE BOX 1571
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32302

b
_ PHONE (904) 222-3803 . k
THOMAS A. HORKAN, JR. ‘\//)7/7-’ %&) . ; ?
2

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Statement on the Execution of Arthur F. Goode, m

On behalf of the Catholic Bishops of Florida, I appeal to the Governor and the
courts for commutation of the death sentence against Arthur F. Goode, I, which is

scheduled to be carried out on April 5.

The murders that Goode committed are revolting; and without a doubt, society.

must be protected from him. He is clearly mén,tally unbalancec_i;. other cases similar to
his result in treatment and confinement; but he wili very likely be executed tomorrow.

Régardl;ess of his mental status, and in spite of the immensity of his crimes, he
was created in tﬂe image and likeness of Almighty God; he is our brother; and we piead
for his life. |

The victims of these crimes cannot be restored to ﬁfe. Their families cannot be
spared the horror and pain they have suffered. As an organized society, we must protect
others and ease as much as possible the burdens of victims, their surviv;;vrs and families.
But, other states and nations enforce their laws without killing criminals; the State of

Florida should join them.



Supreme Qourt of the Hnited States
Washington, B. €. 20543

CHAMBERS OF

JUSTICE THURGOOD MARSHALL May 10, 1984

Dear Mr. Goode:

I have your letter of April 24, and
although I read it as soon as it came in
I have been unable to answer it because
we have been quite busy here.

I have again read your letter and the
only comment I can make is that I appreciate
vour sharing your views with me.

Sincerely,

/o ) Wk

Mr. Arthur F. Goode, Jr.
3788 Tropical Point Drive, Route 2
St. James City, Florida 33956
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Goode’s father wants, fears execution stay

By Joseph B, Verrengia
Yimes-Union Staff Writer

STARKE — With less than 48 hours
before his son is scheduled to die in
Florida’s electric chair, Arthur Goode
Jr. is & man possessed. '

His son, Arthur Frederick Goode
111, convicted of strangling a 9-year
+ old Cape Coral boy in 1976, sits in an
isolation cell at Florida State Prison,
hoping that a federal judge some-

- where will block his scheduled execu-
tion at 7 a.m. Tuesday.

Having lost appeals to the Florida
Supreme Court and to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Tampa last week, his
lawyer filed papers yesterday asking
the 11th U8, Circuit Court of Appeals
in Atlanta to spare his life.

A ruling from the appellate court is
axpectqutoday.. g R

e At S

““the window for ires

Meanwhile, Arthur’s parents, both
67 and retired on Pine Island off the
Gulf Coast, stay inside.

They listen to. television and radio
newscasts — waiting for the an-
nouncement that their son's life will
be spared and, with ergual fetvor,
praymﬁ that his demented rantings
about lust for children will not.
broadcasted again,

Their telephone rings endiessly. ..
- 'The elder Goode stays on the line
for hours every day, 8lotting strategy
Wwith their attorney, City Councilman
Wilbur C. 8mith of Fort Myeérs, and
berating reporters who catalog what
may be his son’s final days.

And through it all, Godde peers.out

A espassers Who
seream for his son's electrocution,
1 havo et o seg hustaiy's genss

[ AP

of fair play,” the elder Goode said in
a telephone interview. “The only peo-
ple who have shown any kindl of coin-
assion have been those who have re-
arded chiidren themnselves. Other
{)eople Just can't relate to it and all
hey hear are the gory statements my
son has made, -

“I actually fear for our safety if he
gets a stay of execution,” he said.

According to his father, Arthur
Frederick Goode 111 was a “change-
of-life” baby born in Maryland in 1954
to 40-year-old parents who already
had two adolescent daughters, .

- Arthur was diagnosed as mildly re-

tarded with an intelligence 'quotient -
-of 64, At age 8, he was placed in a.spe-

cial education program. .
It was the start of what has be-

’ -come a _25-'y¢ar rehabmtation, effort,

~Goode retired. -

~he lured 9-year ol
away from a school-bus stop in-Cape.

Including psychological testing, coun-
seling, a special Boy Scout troop, and
hospitalizatfon. S
--Arthur, who in a news conference
at the prison Thursday described
himself as an “expert” child molest-
ar, claims that he was first molested
%y a friend when he was 11 years old.
e said he liked the feeling ang has
ursued it with “hundreds” of srall
y8 since, | '

" His deviate behavior was first
noted at age 14, and he was institu-
tionalized. It was from such.a treat-.
ment center ih Virginia that he es-
caped in early 19076 and fled to South
Florida to be with his parents, who
had moved there after the elder

" And it was then,

“Jason Verdow

A

The Florida Times-Anion

Jacksonville ]oumal'
Saturday, Febrl;ary 27, 1982

Arthur says, that

Coral, took him into the woods, sex-
ually abused thé boy and then stran.
gled him with the boy's own beit,
Arthur had already been arresied
in the gimilar homosexual murder o
Kenny Dawson, 11, of Tyson Corner
Va. He was later sentenced to life im
prisonment there. ' o

In a hearing in the Verdow murder}
to which he B eaded guilty over his fa-
ther’s objections, Arthur was allowed
to fire his attorney and act as his éwn

“counsel. It is oné of several legal
Eoints his appeal attorney is challeng-.
itg in the federal courts. o

Arthur is a prolific letter writer..

Since his imprisonment at Florida
State Prison, he has written hundreds

of letters — to the governor asking to

(See GOODE'S, Page A-5)
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(From Page A-3)

he executed, to the parents of his vic-
tims describing the last moments of
their sons’lives and to reporters from
three states and the District of Co-
lumbia begging for interviews. ‘

. “But while he pleads for attention
“from the {l)ress Arthur, a slightly built

man with delicate features and an
‘acne-pitted face, will not reveal why

he’singled out the boys for murder.

“When blintly asked hursday, his
Hands trembled, The queéstion did not.
«aapily Jend itself-to his Well-rehearsed -

iylews. on pedophilia and he trjed to .
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objected. “It is difficult to answer off-
hand. You kind of have to ask around
it in a cerlain way to get me to say
things.”

Arthur now dismisses the letters as

a publicity stunt and, insisting that he

{ieels remorse, wants a stay of execu-
on. :

Goode is pushing state officials to

make Arthur a guinea p_i% for psy-

_ chologists studying the motivations of
s child molesters.

-

There are doctors who 'iggrge. .

Dr. David Wallace, a child-abuse

rt appointed by the Florida Pro-
bation and Parole Commission, told
the Executive Clemency Board ‘(gov-
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ernor and state Cabinet) that Arthur
was “ideal” for research because he
knew of no other subject with such a

well-documented history of mental

disorders.

“Killing each offender won’t stop
Jason Verdows and Kenny Dawsons
from happening again,” Goode said.
“They [state officials] want him dead
strictly for revenge and their own po-
litical purposes. But it won't solve
anything.”

Goode prefers that Arthur not talk
to reporters because his outbursts
only alienale the public against his
case, But he realizes that part of his
son's sickness is “a desire to be a big-
shot” and, because he cannot muzzle

ays a stay could help science

idea of cooperating with medical sci-
ence. ~

But it is an idea Arthur seems only
artially to understand. He echoes his
ather’s opinion that he ought to help

future child molesters. But he sees

pedophilia as a gospel to be spread,

rat{)er than a mental illness to con-
. trol.

“I would like people who are inter-
ested in ggdophﬂja to come talk to
me first because I am an expert at
it,” Arthur told reporters Thursday.

. *I would like to work with the Legis-
" lature so people can understand what
" it is all about.

“It's like ice cream, If you haven't

tasted it,-you don't know what it's’

You'just can't ask me that” he him, he has drilled Arthur with the like.”
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Respectfully:

Name:
Address:




aL

VN

s e B P p e et
1ok W7 4

By FRANK DORMAN
Sun Staff Writer
RAIFORD -~ Desperately plead-
: for the life of his som, the father
convicted child-killer Arthur Fre-
rick Goede Jr. said Thursday that
antal health experts should exam-
= the 27-year-0ld inmate to learn
sre about his iliness. :
A Death Row inmate at Florida
ate Prison, Goode is scheduled to
e in the electric chair March 2. He
s convicted of the 1976 homosexu-
murders of two boys, ages 9 and 11,
Florida and Virginia.
«1¢ pis life were spared,” Arthur
Goode Sr. said, “he could make a
sluabie contribution to research on
s sex problem which, at present
me, doctors are helpless to treat and
are.” A death warrant for Goode’s
o was recently signed by Governor
ob Graham, who Goode said “did
ot have the courage to seize the
pportunity to try to cope with one of
ociety’s worst problems.

“Killing each offender as they
ppear does not solve anything,”
;o0de, a Pine Island retiree, said.

The need for such research was
iemonstrated, Goode said, when his

on received a letter from a 14-year-

1d yout who bad been involved in
-hild molestation. “I thought 1 was
he only one,” the youth had written
o the condemned inmate. Goode said
1e persuaded his son 1o give the let-
er to authorities, who contacted the
Jouth’s parents and advised them to
seek treatment for him. ~

In March 1980, Goode’s attorney,
wilbur C. Smith of Fort Myers, told

~ Go

~§?\:rom Page 1B

‘ather Pleads for Life
)f His Condemned Son

- expert in sexual abuse of children,

the Executive Clemency Board (gov-
ernor and state Cabinet) that Goode
was a “deeply emotionally mentallty
disturbed person,” -Goode’s father
said. Prior to the hearing, he said, the
board had received a report from an

who had been appointed by the Flori-
da Probation and Parole Commission
to examine Goode. .

The expert wrote that Goode is an
ideal subject for study and research
because his life history has been
documented since age 3, adding that
he knew of no other similarly dis-
turbed persons who had such a well
documented history of mental disor-
der.

The elder Goode and his wife said
they had sought help for their son
when he first demonstrated deviant
behavior at the age of 14. As a small
child, they said, he had been diag-
nosed as having slight brain damage
and being mildly retarded. His early
school years were spent in special
education classes, and during his teen
years, he was treated at a Maryland
rehabilitation center. for the retard-
ed.

In 1975, Goode’s son was commit-
ted to a mental hospital in Maryland,
where the family had been living, but
within a year, he escaped and went to
Florida, where his parenis had
moved. Shortly atierward, the sexual-
iy abused body of 9-year-old Jason
Verdow of Fort Myers was found
near their home. Goode’s son was: . :
questioned about the strangulation . T

{See GOODE on Page 3B)
. i —————— . . B .
ode. killed the Virginia boy. But he is not
Qausii convinced of his guilt in the Florida

murder. He said his son had been told

~
~

<" murder but was not held pecause of

i i id.
lack of evidence, his father said. fa «
Within two weeks, during which  confessed. That -confession was ihe

enough of the detaﬂs of the crime to

have concocted a false Story when he

time Goode had 1eft Florida, Kenny prosecution’s only real evidence, his

Dawson, 11, of Tyson Corner, Va.,
was murde

father said. He added that authorities
red in a similar fashion-  could not link Goode with four other

Goode confessed to the crime and murQers to WIﬁC'h he haqv 3]50 con-

was sentenced to
Following his arIT :
the Florida murder. Durng his
in Lee County, ‘

is request for the death penalty.
” h;s“‘quO"de chould not have been  ward his family. But almost all of the

allowed to be tried, much less permit-

ted to assis!
nis father seid. tarded persons-in

life imprisonment.  fessed. o
est. he confessed 1o Goode’s father said that, although
trial most Fort Myers area residents have
Fia, Goode was grant-  demanded Goode's execution, some
peopie have been sympathetic to-

compassion that has been expressed
has come trom people Who have re-

i i is Florida defense,
v ' their families,

Gobde’'s father is sure his SOR  Goode said.

' Conﬁctgd-uChild;Ki‘iivé; Arthur
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" STARKE —"A haﬁdé{;ffed David Lerby«.a;
Washington bade a tearful goodbye to his| -

the Florida State Prison Friday morning, ...
bout six hours before he was electrocuted, -
‘Washington, - 34, became . the, seventh' -
man“executed  in Florida "since1979,%the
fifth"‘this "year, «Since. the U.S. ,Supreme .,
Court reinstated the death penalty'in“1976,""
o .22 men have been executed nationwide, . 4
. " Washington was scheduled to be part of - *
- the. first double execution in.the country ™
- since 1965 and_ the_first in Florida since
1964."The'other inmate, Jimmy Lee Smith,
convicted of ‘murdering a mother and her”
daughteriin Marianna in1978, received an
indefinite stay.from the 11th Circuit Court.
of Appealsin Atlanta Thursday, "+ * - .
“'As” hessat with "his mother, daughter

Florence,” Gainesville attorney Susan Cary

and-the” Rev, ’f{dq; Ingle "of -the . Southern:

Coalition®of Jails'and Prisons, Washington =
lifted : Florence ‘on 'his lap ‘and made heri¥"
promise’ to-lead a better life than he had, -~

2

Ingle®-told "reporters: shortly before ~the *
excoution hag
iembershad requested to see Washington, -
It's"'my.own fault I.got. here,” Ingle ;.
recalled Washington saying, “I'm the one!

books : . ‘
¥ "Washington ‘was then led away to
-, prepare for the execution as his daughter
-stood sobbing, Ingle said, -

something of your life. I want you to hit the’

" shrimp - and. oysters, french fries, rolls,

< -lemonade and about a.quart of ice cream,
.- sald prison spokesman Vernon Bradford. |, .
.. He ate “almost all” of it, leaving some ice
.. cream, Bradford said, S N

. Washington was led into the death™
chamber ‘at 6:58 a.m., one minute before

. - his stay was to expire, said Chuck Derany of
L WXFL-TV in Tampa, one of the 12 media

' . witnesses.- After he was strapped into the

" electric chair, he read a final statement to
the families of his victims as well as to

AR L

12-year-old daughter as she sat on’his lap at ;7

had- been carried out, Family .

- Washington ate a. final meal of"‘friedf"'

N

fellow death row inmates, 'Derany said.

When' asked : by prison superintendent

Richard Dugger if he had a final statement, -
Washington nodded and said “I'd like to say.

to the families of my victims: I'm sorry for

all the grief and heartache-I brought them,"
If my death brings them satisfaction, so be’

.~ “To"'all “the * guys"- on’ Death Row,™
Washington continued, “I'd-like to say

* don’t bow to defeat.”, . without a fight. I'm

kind of nervous. That's all.”

" At 7:03 am, 2,000 volts of electricity
surged through his body for one minute and

25, -seconds, .according to . witness Mark .
‘Davis, the: station” director of .Jacksonville
“radio station, 'WOKV.. Prison doctors -
checked ‘his “pulse and heartbeat and,’

finding none, ' pronounced ' Washington

Jdead at 7:09 am. .. . . T

Across from the death chamber, about a.
“quarter of a mile away in a.cow pasture, -
about-30 anti-deathi penalty.protestors sapg

“We Shall Overcome” when a -media

witness'exited waving a white handkerchief”
¢ = sthe " now. common - signal that Vthq

execution was completed. ,
Among those protesting the execution

‘were Mr, *and ‘Mr$,  Arthur Goode  Jr.,?
wheose- son, - Arthur. 111, was executed - in-
oy g - April, The Goddes drove from Fort Myers:

who® got ‘mo heré, I want you to make “earlier that' day for the first time since their -
son’s death, .Goode said that Gov, Bob-

Graham “should be in the Guiness Book of
World Records” because of the humber of
death warrants he has signed. o

Goode said, “He'’s running for the Senate

and he wants to use this to his advantage. .
It’s popular to be (pro-death penalty) in this -

state,” '

* Another protestor, Sheila Maxwell, 29, a -
waltress in Starke, said “The only time..
things will change is-when there is a new

governor,” - - '

Maxwell, one of the first anti-death
penalty protestors to arrive,is the girlfriend

of .Charles Messer, a death row inmate"

convicted of a 1975 murder. .. - ..

B 3 . L

“He is doing this for political reasons,”

‘The ‘hearse carrying the b
- Florida State Prison, .. -

i

On the other side of the fence stood five .

people supporting the -death penalty,

- Among them iwere Floyd Cone S, and his

son Larin Cone from Baldwin, near
Jacksonville, Cone’s son Floyd Jr. was shot

and killed in 11981 by Edward Dean Ken-.

' .

K

nedy, who is now on Death Row. o

“I' get no satisfaction in seeing a person

die, but I feel it might be a deterrent,”

Cone said. “If they knew they were going to .

pay for this with pure swift justice, they'd

think about it before they killed anyone.”

P 1 . Wiy PN '
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WLTH 7 VICTIMS TO UIS NAME, MASS-KILLER "BLOODY™ BOB GRAUAM (THE GOVERNOR)

IS A

A statesman who rises above
such petty ~concerns as
common dccency, "Bloody"
Bob has remained true to

infirm (Anthony Antone),
the Black (James Adams),

the spot—-just a heartbeat
away from the Presidency--

Governor.

TRULY AMERITCAN

FOLK 1n

RO

220 on State’s
Deatl: Bow

Florida icads tho nation irc itg

Death Row population and

number of executions since

his great political the death penalty was rein-
ambitions. Couragecusly, stated (6 of 20).
he has idignored the 1. Florida 220
snivelling emotional pleas 5 Texas 172
of such unsavory groups as 2 California 157
Amnesty Intermational and 4. Georgia 115
the predictably whining S‘Ahbmna o
claims of racism brought by —— -
. the Congressional Black 6. tiinois — 61
Caucus. Proudly, he has 7. Pennsylvania - 56
officiated at the burning 8. Arizona 51
of the feeble-minded 9. Mississippi 42
(Arthur Goode), the old and 10. Oklahoma 40

Al tigur es except Florida 23 of Moy
SOURCE: NAACP Lagal Dutenze Fund

2o -

2. Ivon Ray Stanley

WELL DONE, BOYS!

Mark White, Texas-~-3 down, 172 to go!

and  the  gay (Robert 20 Executled in U.5. Since 1876
Sulllvag), to'name JPSt a Here is a list of convicted killers executed since the Supreme
few. His single-minded Court allowed states to restore the death penalty in 1976.
and passionate pursuit of . INMATE : " DATE STATE
the final solution is an 1. Gary Gilmore, 36 Jan. 17, 1977 Utah* - ,
inspiration to us all. It 2. John Spenkelink, 32 May. 25, 1579 Florida >
is nothing less than a 3. Jesse Bishop, 46 Oct. 22, 1979 Nevada o
tribute to the American way 4. Stevsn Judy, 24 March 9, 1981 Indrana
of Jife ( and  death ) L 5. Frank Coppols, 38 Aug. 10, 1982 Virginia-
especially as practiced in §. Charlie Brocks Jr., 40 Dec‘.‘7. 1982 Texas

. ) 7. John Evane {it, 33 Aprii 22, 1983 Alabama
Fl(?rl (_ia : 1 f' the . Peter 8. Jimmy Lee Gray, 34 Sept 2, 1983 Mississipp:™*
Principle is to mean 5. Robart Sutiivan, 36 Hov. 35, 1983 Fizrida
anything at all, "Bloody" 0. Robart W, Williams, 31 Dec. 14, 1983 Louisiana "
Bob deserves to be Vice- 11. John Eldort Smith, 53 Dec. 15, 1983 Georgia -
President. ' 12. Anthony Antone, 66 - Jan. 26, 1984 Flonga
: 13. Johnny Taylor Jr., 30 Feb. 29, 1984 Louisiana
Althou g.h committed to The 14. Jamos David Autry, 29 March 14, 1984 Texas*

: . 15, James W. Hutching, 54 March 16, 1984 North Carolina™ ~
Governor —on the first 16. Ronald C. O'Bryan, 39 March 31, 1984 Texas®
ballot, the Draft "Bloody" 17. Eime P. Sonnier, 35 April 5, 1984 Couisiana
Bob for VEEP Committee is 18. Arthur F. Goode ML, 30 Aprii 5, 1584 "~ Florida pva
also willing to accept the 19. Jamos Adams, 47 May 10, 1984 Florida >~
following Democrats as 20. Carl Shriner, 30 June 20, 1984 Florida :)(‘
po tential candidates f or :\?le:r’r?e?:é?:;écf(;gl‘;g:gzuiion ** Deathin gas chamber *4" Firing squad

WELL DONE!

isszuse:e;ﬁzife izeat mii? 22. David Leroy Washington July 13, '84 Florida %
heartbeats in ways that

suggest the great ‘ SR

diversity of this great Arriving triumphantly in SF with the sweeé
country of ours, ways as smeZZof_ﬁ%shZﬂoodcwzhisZn@ath,’?Za%w"
~American as apple pie-- Bob has shown his pluck. After Georgia ,
like the gas chamber, the ¥ 1i1led Tvon Stanley (IQ 81) on Thursday, The -
deadly needle, and Governor worked day and night not to be' outdone. 5
"Bloody" Bob's all-time He was justly rewarded with David Washington's §
favorite, the electric blood, on Friday the 13th. Two Black men in o
chair): ' days.

Frank Harris, 115 to go!
George Wallace,
William Allain;,
Edwin Edwards,

James Hunt,Jr.,
Robert Orr, Indiana--1 down,

Charles Robb, Virginia--1 down,

Governor
Governor
Governor
Governor
Governor
Governor
Governor

Georgia--2 down,
Alabama--1 down, 70 to go!
Mississippi--1 down, 42 to go!

Louisiana--1 down, 35 to go!

North Carolina--1 down, 34 to go!

25 to go!

24 to gol

These boys deserve our support. Send a killer to Washington.

PAID FOR BY THE DRAFT "BLOODY" BOB FOR VEEP COMMITTEE

(41:))8’11 YhEN ' \
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State justices
sﬁfemse o hatt
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o

pre*ne Court Tuesday ‘cleared the way

:for the nation’s first double state ex-
ecutlcm, since capital pumsbment was - -

restored eight years ago.'[ .

» The state’s highest court reJected '

the “appeal of convicted killer Jimmy
'*Smlth and, two hours later, dissolved

:4 stay of ‘execution for\mmate Dav1d

Washmg‘on : g
AmBoth men are scheduled to ‘die at 7

" am. Thursday at Flonda State Prison

" near Starke. -

"Smith’s attorneys w111 get another ‘

" chance to win a reprieve for their cli-

" ent during a hearing Wednesday be-
fore a federal judge in Pensacola,
~while Washington’s attorneys said
they would ask a federal judge in Mi-
taum to block the execution. .’

_** Washington, 34, was conthed of
the 1976 murders of three people m

: Mlaml

_:. Smith, 30, was convxcted of the May
1 1978, deaths of Bonnie Ward and
*her 12-year-old daughter Donna
'Strxckland They were killed near
Mananna

> On Tuesday mornmg, the state

asked the judges to allow Smlth s ex-
ecutxon to proceed.

z' Sara Bleakley, Smith’s lawyer, ar-

‘,_gued that a psychiatric report on her
jchent from a reform school had been
- ‘withheld by the state and she should

fhave a full heering to determine if the 1

;eport could help Smith’s case.

~n Washmgton s case, Circuit Judge
‘Herbert Klein of Miami on Monday |
granted a reprieve to the inmate and
threw out his death sentences, order- .

mg a new hearing.

T Assistant State Attorney General

Carolyn Snurkowski protested the
g-adge s ruhng o the state high court.

TALLAHASSEE — Flonda s Su-

N
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Executions b%acke«d

‘A federal court Wednesday'
b!ocked ‘the ‘execution of Jim--

"my Smith and David Leroy

Washmgton two prisoners on.

. Florida’s death-row scheduled
io die today Smith conv;cted
Tof murdermg a mother and her
12—year—old daughter in 1978,
was granted a stay by the 11th
U S. Circuit Court of Appea¥s.

The ‘court also stayed the. ex--

ecutlon of Washington, con-
vncted of killing three people in
"1976. The two were 1o go 1o
‘the electnc chair,’ at Florida
State Prison this” ‘morning.

Sfory, C-1. The execution of:

_lvon Ray Stanley in _Georgia is
scheduied for today Stanley
was convicted of the 1976 slay-
ing of an msurance col!ector in
Bambr.dge Ga. T
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U.S: Supreme’ Court, David; Léroy: ‘Washington :i§
“scheduled to- beé exécuted:in F lori da s electric_chair
“at 7'am. today P
VVashmgton s lawyers said they would. appeal’ to
'the nation’s hrghest courts a'-"-"hursday decision”by’
Tthe 11th U. S.. _Circuit Court, of - Appeals denymg the
“eonvicted mur(ierer s plea for a stay of execution:
iy “The U.S> Supreme Court” ‘upheld the ‘indefinité
“stay of ermy Lee Smith’s death. warrant, "ssued
Thursday afternoon by the llth Circuit. "
=% Deéath warrants signed- by Gov. Bob,
YVash;ngton ‘and ‘Smith expire at noon’ today Both'
*“were scheduled" to be executed Thursday mornmg,
t.but won. temporary "epneves, :
"'Graham ‘will’now have to sign a’
-.new warrant ror Smrth’sﬁ,'
e)recutron T .
Vv'ashmgton 34 who is under”
- }ns third death warrant, has re-
_mained calm through thé ap- 8
peais process, said Vernon Brad-_,‘
. ford, spokesman for the ¥ lorida™. |
“Division of Corrections. Smith,” -
“30, who is under his second war-.
rant, “was pleased to find out he:.
had a stay but he’s apprehensive -
becadse he knows the state’s appealmo 1t Bradford
said before the Supreme Court’s rulmg
i | think he’s a bit more nervous than Washmg

&

ton » Bradford said.. " 1O

ashmgton

"Both men remained in their cells Thursday in'the

“gqueuing area” of death row at Florxda State Prrson
11 miles west of this’ city. * - :
Washington was expec’cmg members of hrs famﬂy
to visit him Thursday night,’ Bradford said, but:
" Smith had received no word if his mother would be -
..coming from Kenansvrlle m Osceola Coun‘y, }to see’
T him. . : = =
Wasmngton s appeal for a stay was "e]ected by a”
three-judge panel. The opinion, issued by’ Judges
Paul Roney, James Hill and Thomas Clark, sard -

K Washrngtons contention that the death penalty is:

applied in a- racrally dxscrimma’cory manner had
-_already been decided in prior casés. |

It also denied that his sentencing was unconstrtu
tlonal because a prosecutor referred to. a vxctrm

R

f}—{éé (/\A C Se/ucf'; V‘\e,.‘
984

Jufj 13,

durmg rguments calhng for the
death- penalty,-*We cannot’ con- -
clude that’the’ ‘rémark to which .
'exceptlon is taken was likely to.
have. had any. effect upon the
sentencing decxsron of the Judge
sitting without a Ju. 7,7 the deci-,
sion says.. ., ..¢" g
5 Washmgton was sentenced ‘to -
death for the murders ‘of three.’
people in-a crime ‘spreé.in. Dade -
County in 1976. He had con-:
R fessed to the crimes and asked.
for the’ death penalty, but later launched lengthy ap-
peals when he decided he wanted to live. - :
© Smith was sentenced to die for the muders of a
"Jackson County woman and her 12-year-old daugh- .
ter in 1978. At the time of his sentencmg, he asked
the jury to give him the death penalty.”

The Supreme Court ruling on Smith’s stay ended .
the possibility of a_double execution, which would-
- have been the first in 20 years in Florida’s electrlc
chalr, known as “Old Sparky »” ‘ :

f : L e
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©.‘Orlando’'Senti
present at*Frid

B
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killing outbreak in 1976, ex.
, .- pressed remorse for his actions,
Washington, 34, showed little emotion as he was-+ Ina clear, unfaltering voice, he
o B B » ' his mother, Julia Lane of Blountstown, Gainesville - led into the peach-colored death chamber at 6:59., said, “I would like to say to the
i By llene G, Reid and Laxry Lipman - attorney Susan Carey and the Rev. Joe Ingle of the -am,~ - & . o0 R -~ families of all my victims, I am .
e bttt "* Southern Coalition of Jails and Prisons. -+, Hescanned the faces of the 42 witnesses sitting in . sorry for all the grief and heart-’ Washington. - .
1OF THE SENTINEL STAFF © : . Carey, 40, said Florence dissolved into tears as: - a glass booth opposite the three-legged oak chair:..ache I have brought to them, If" 9 R
N ——t——— father was led away from the visiting -area for - and asked prison Superintendent Richard L. Dugger...- my death brings them any satisfaction, 8o be it.”

- STARKE "« Triple’ murderer David Leroy Wash- the last time, ’ - if his attorney, Richard Burr, of West Palm’Beach, - -+ He then turned his attention to the 220 inmates
Angton calmly went to his death In'the electric chair _“How do you explain that? How does the governor - would be among the witnesess. He was not, Wash-'.. who remain on Florida’s death row, the largest num-’
Friday apologizing to his victims’ families and urg-  Justify, how does the state justify, killing this girl’s -, ‘ington smiled briefly,”apparently at. prison: spokes- * ber in the nation, oo L
ing fellow death row inmates'to fight on. ~ = = =~ - daddy? She's as much a victim as anybody,” Carey ' man Vernon Bradford. e a7 T like to'say to all the guys on death row: Don't

- Only hours before his death, Washington held his  said,’ e S © - Washington, who confessed to the three slayings:* -/~ . oo o L L C

'+ sobbing 12-year.old daughter Florence in his lap.and - - “I want you to do better,” Ingle sald Washington - “that terrorized Miami during a 10-day robbery and. - ;2 o1 ©. - Please see KILLER, A-7

nel érev’por*te‘r’ ‘Larry" ‘Lipman was told her, “I want you to do better,”. , ~ _ : v
v's execution-at Florida State . After midnight he was allowed a one-hour “con- ' .yourself and I want you to hit the books.”;
il o tact visit” in which he could embrace his daughter, - -

. told the  child, I want. you tdyset vsom'e'v.,goals for-

fo

£ i
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. Records.”

;ow to defea ” Seemmgly unsure if he had said
what he’d meant, he said, “Don’t bow to a victory.”

inally, he blurted out, “Don’t bow to a defeat with-
OLt a fight. 'm kmd of nervous. That’s alL.”

Minutes later, Washmo'ton became the seventh

man executed m Florida since the U.S. Supreme
Court removed ifs objectjon’ to the death oenalty in
i1976. He was the sixth man executed here since
Thanksgiving and the 22nd natronwxde since rem-
'*statement of the death penalty. -

H
H

who was stabbed 11 txmes. v
A second executxon scheduled at Florxda State

Prison this week was stayed indefinitely by a three- -
judge panel of the 11th U.S. Ciréuit Court of Ap-

peals in Atlanta. That ruling was upheld 9-0 Thurs-
day by the U.S. Supreme Court to give attorneys for
convicted murderer Jimmy Lee Smith time for a for-

mal hearing on the claim that he recelved 1nad-.

eguate counsel during his trial. -

About 40 anti-death penalty protestors gathered in
a pasture across the road from the prison displaying

signs and conducting a prayer vigil. Six people who -

said they favored capital punishment stood on the
other side of a fence and watched the prison quietly.

Among the protesters were Arthur Goode Jr. and
his wife Mildred. Their son Arthur Goode I1I was ex-

ecuted here on Aprxl 5 for rapmg and klllmg a9 .
year-old boy. - .

' Goode criticized Gov Bob Graham for sxgmng 82-
death warrants since takmg office in 1979, saying’

Graham “should be m the Gumness Book of

=

Like others opposed to caprtal pumshment Goode
accused Graham of being politically motivated in

i‘ signing more death warrants than any other,' ‘

governor. - .
! Despite the nu*nber of warrants he has signeld,

" this week’s issue of The National Law Journal said

Graham is not as vworous an enforcer of the death

’ penalty as heis portrayed :
. The pubhcatlon also hmted that Grabams decx- .

sions on who should be executed are political.

: “Death and politics are inextricably linked,” the

article says. While Graham wants to reap the poh'a-
cai benefits of implementing the death penalty ina

conservatzve state, he knows that a wave of exec- -

tions could alienate voters, the publication reported

Syd McKenzie, the governor's general counsel, ré- |
fused to discuss the ‘reasons Graham SIgns a partlcu-

lar warrant, .

. But he emphasmed that Graham s‘deczsmn o srgn:f

o

v - L e FE .

'oners who have been eﬁ

" ‘gkecution.

Washmsfton was condemned for the murders of '_ ‘nghts of the accused were fully protected

Katrina Birk, a housewife who was stabbed nine
ames Rev. Daniel Prldgen who was stabbed seven
times; and University of Miami student Frank l\/'eh ]

1y, the govergor has sazdﬁ‘e'_" S

After representatwes of the governor’s office saxd
the execution had been ¢arried out, Jimmy Lohman
of the Florida Clearinghouse on Criminal Justice
said: “At 7:09 this morning, the state of Florida com-

. mitted yet another murder when 1t executed David

Washmgton.” S

Grgham, in a statement released followmg the ex-
ecution, said the sentence was carrled out “after ex-
haustive judicial analysis and review.”

“This process has assured that the cons utlonal
e said.
“The execution of the sentence assured that the
rlghts the people of Flonda were ‘afforded similar
protection.” -

Inside the death chamber, Washmg“on watched

'cunously as prison officials strapped a thick belt

across his chest and Tooked down while an elearode
was attached to his right ankle. He glanced over his
shoulder at the clock on the wall. Next to the clock,

“the’ anonymous, black-hooded exectutioner — paid .

$150 in cash — peered through an eye-level slit and
awaited the signal to throw the switch. Washxngton
did not look at the executioner.

As the leather chin strap was applied over his
mouth, Washington appeared uncomfortable, then
relaxed when the black hood was drapped over his
face and the metal skullcap contammg the electrode
was attached.. :

Dugger spoke bneﬂy on an open telephone hne
with Graham in Tallahassee then walked in front of
Washington and nodded to the executloner to throw’
the switch. -

Washington’s body ]erked to ngld attention and
his hands clenched as the 2,000 volts and 14 amps of
current passed through hlS body for one mmute and
25 seconds. y

After physician’s attendent Bill Matthews and at-
tending physician Dr. Canh Nguyen checked for any -

‘ signs of life, Washmgton was prorrounced dead by

Sgt. Don Gladdlsh .

Ann Palmes, the mother of death -row mmate
Timothy Palmes, stood with the Goodes and said .
that despite the frequency with which electrecutions-
are proceeding in Florida, “I have hope.”. i

She attends the executions because, “I think 1f
nothing else’ it accomplishes what’s in ydur con-
science. Do you have any conscience for W‘bat’s hap-
pening in the state and in the country'?” 4 .

Timothy Palmes faces death for a 1976 mukder.

Representatives of the Gainesville and Jackson-
ville Citizens Against the Death Penalty hned the

~ fence with slogan-filled posters and wore stickers

disclaiming responsibility for the state’s actrons. v
Pat Bludworth, 35, a member of the .Iacksonwlle

) group who volunteers with a prison rmmstry organi-

zation, said the protesters continue to come ocut for
each execution bécause, “We have to make a state-
ment and make the pubhc aware that as Chnstlans

et




" Demonstrators in Tallahassee .

[ : : ¥

;... they hold vigil in Capitol Rotunda. = |

‘we believe murder is wrong in any form.” .

. Countering the organized protestors, who have be-

"come a fixture of execution days, were six individ-
'uals who gathered to support the state’s actions.

. Among them were Floyd Cone and his son Larin,
31, from Baldwin, near Jacksonville. Cone’s other
‘son, Floyd Jr. was killed in 1981 by a man now on
'death row, Edward Dean Kennedy whose death sen-
‘tence was upheld Thursday by the Florida Supreme
Court.. © v Ll R AT
" Cone said he beliéves executions are a deterrent -

to capital crimes and, “If they knew they were going
‘to pay for this with pure, swift justice, they’d think
about it, they would.” - * . "~ TR

:  When asked if televising executions might better
dissuade people from such crimes, he said, “Person-
. ally, I would like to see the executions in a public
" square somewhere so people could see the end re-

sults of what would happen. My son had just as_

. much right to live and pursue his happiness as Ken- -

‘ nedydid.” ; :-;,i » L - s e g

"“Washington visited with about a dozen relatives
and supporters late Thursday while the U.S. Su-

preme Court was rejecting his final appeal 7-2. . .

- Washington ‘was given.a final supper of fried

Tshrimp,- fried oysters, french fries “with lots of

° ketchup,” a quart of vaniila ice cream, hot rolls and

© lemonade, prisoéb spokesman Bradford said.. .. -

: . Washington spent his last hours lying on his bed

" or_sitting up talking with Mike Berg, chief of the
jails in Duval County. Berg acted as the official wit-

ness whose function is to observe ‘the treatment of °

the condemned. The official witness position was

created after charges were made by inmates that -

" John Spenkelink was abused prior to his execution

“ inMay 1979. © . SR e

.

31
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State s Eugh court clears way for double execution’

;‘j; TALLAHASSEE "=~ Floridas dissolvedastayofexecutionformass

QSupreme Court on Tuesday refused to murderer David L. Washington by the
;ohait the scheduled. Thursday same vote. .

*ffv"exécutions of two convicted murder-:  Both"¢onvicted killers are sched-
18, clearing one roadblock to what -uled "tg; dle-at. 7 a.m, Thursday at...
vould be the nation’s first double. exe- “Florida - State Prison near Starke,™

estored eight years ago. «+ ~ - .. - trocuted since 1979, Prison officials
5 The state’s highest court rejected 6- ~ have not said who would be the first,
L Othe mercy. appeal of convicted klller to be strapped into the:electric- chair.

The Associated Press ‘».):‘;' o JxmmyL Smith and, 'two hours later, -

Smith’ 5. attorneys will get. another .“for a second time Tuesday afternoon
:chance to win a reprieve for their cli-. . State prosecutors sald, Washing-

‘ent during a hearing today before a“"ton’s new lawyers were arguing legal -

federal judge..in Pensacola, while " issues that had been litigated in other

Washingtons ‘attorneys -~ said ‘' they i courts, But the prisoner’s public de-,
.would ask a federal judge in Miami to sifenders insisted .the arguments . were .

“block the execution. . -+ ... i new and raised constitutional ques -
ution since capital.punishment - was where six other men have been elec- ' -

Washington, 34, is under his third . tions that merited a reprieve,
warrant for the September 1976 ' It would be the first time in Florida
_murders of three people in Miami. ‘since May 1964 that two inmateswere
But the Supreme Court heard his case electrocuted on the same: day.
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Kiilers set for
execution get =
temporary stays -

The Associated Press . R
STARKE — Federal judges’
Wednesday granted temporary re-’
prieves to a pair of killers who were’
to die Thursday morning, but Florida ‘
still had until noon Friday to exgecute‘11
the men who killed a total of five -
people. - R
U.S. District Judge Eugene P. Spell- ¢
man denied the habeas corpus peti-:
tion of mass murderer David L.,
Washington of Miami but granted a
stay until 6:59 a.m. Friday fo give
appeals courts time o review the’
denial. TR »
Jimmy Lee Smith, who killed two’
_people near Marianna, won a delay
earlier from the 1ith U.S. Circuit

Court of Appeals less than 12 hours, ° S e
before he was to die in Florida’s eléc- Jimmy Lee Smith 1 David L. Washington”
tric chair. killed two people killed three people =



.

Fl@mda to exee‘ute:
Washmgmﬂ, Smlth

execuimn hahed

y M!KE McQUEEN
The Associated Press. -
STARKE — One of two 12'101'1da r'mrderers

whose executions were delayed for 24 ‘hours won

" an indefinite stay Thursday, but the Supreme Court

. declined to spare the other, and pnson officials

‘said he Would be executed in the electr*c chaxr at 7

" am. today: . - A

[

The 1lih U.S

Supreme Court later refused to lifi it. The justices,

- without comment, left intact the appeals court or-
der sparing Smith’s hfe until it studles h1s latest'

X Court of Appeals in Aﬂanta:
granted a stay for Jimmie L. Smith, and the US.

)

Joly

 legal arguments more. closely.

T Y 3

" But the Supreme Court ruled 7-2 t0° approve the
executlon of David L. Washmgton, a conv1cted tn--'
pl&m\.rderer and left intact an earlier order by

* the federal appeal court in Aflanta, which ruled
" that Smiil’s arguments of meffectwe tnal counsel.

* needed closer study.

SCATES v ey

i penr\tendent Rlchard Dugger. 5

See EXECUTION on page 8A G

v
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‘From page 1A°
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,Execmmn

nation’s first double execution in 19 years. -

; “He was snn calm He dldn’t seem to be’

surpnsed There doesn’t seem o be much -
reaction on his part,”, Bradford said of.

" Washington’s reaction when he learned‘

he’d lost the appeal.: b =
learmng 'of the Atlanta court’s reprieve
* since the decision was being appealed to
. the Supreme Court. But once the Jgh
“ court spared him, “he Was very pleased,
Bradford said. - g

Death warraats for the men Who lﬂlled

yi\'ﬁh

ﬁve people between them, Were ‘setfo ez "
death row inmate Ivon R. Stanley after

pire at noon today. The carrymg ‘out of
bGﬁl sentences wozﬁd ﬁave marked the

Smith was “stﬂl apprenenswe” after :

: ' Florida Department of Correctlons spok&sman‘
Vernon Bradford said his execution had been re-
scheduled for just affer dawn by State PI’lSOD Su-h

-

. “We feel that a stay of execution should

:, not have been granted ... that there was no

legal basis for it,” Assistant Attomey

General Ray Marky said in Tallahassee. .

Washmgton and Smith had’ been “fust
sm‘_mg in their ‘cells” - earlier ‘as their

"appeal§ were being cons1dered by the .
. and other relatives Thursday while

11th Circuit, Bradford said. @ %2

Srmth who' killed a woman and her,
" daughter, and Washington, a triple-mur- -

derer from Miami, had been scheduled to

 die shortly after sunrise Thursday at the

Flonda State Prison near Starke but won

temporary reprieves from two dszerent‘

federal courts late Wednesday. . .
Early Thursday, Georgia executed

the U. S Supreme Court refused to hear

E R,

S S T T

Q—{l&\y‘eﬁ\ﬂ\‘ﬁ SUV\

\%‘ Qg4

hxs .appeal. He was the 21st pnsoner exe-

.cuted since the Supreme Court restored *

capltal pumshment in 1976 and the first
black ‘executed in Georgia since 1963.
Florida has execufed six killers since 1879
but hasn’t put two to death on the same

" day since 1964. Lo

Washington was visited by hxs mother

capital punishment foes paid a brief visit
late Wednesday to Smith, who was “a little
more nérvous than Washmgton, Brad-
ford reported. ;

Washﬂnc’ton 34 was under his thlrd

: 'deati_z warrant for a 1976 crime spree that
claimed University of Miami student

Frank Meli, elderly }Vrarm resident
Katrina Birk and homosexual minister

' Dan.el Prldgen.
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_ﬁ on Sgt Don Gladdish then told 42 '+

S:m reporter Martm Drummond &

- witnessed the execunan of DaVId

. L. Washmgton.
By MARTINR. DRUMMOND

_Sun staff wnter R
STARKE — Just before 2000

yolts of electricity surged through

his slender body early Friday,
Florxda Death Row inmate David
1. Washington smiled, said he was
sorry for the three people he mur-
dered in 1976 and that he was
“kind of nervous.™ - ~

The 34- year—old black man, a
former migrant worker, said if his
death brings any satisfaction to.
thie victims’ families, “So be it.””
" “Im sorry for all the grief and -
heartache I have brought to
them,” hesaid.” L

And in his last adv1ce to 220 oth-
.er _condemned ' prisoners,
Washington said, “rd hke to say to
_all the guys on death Tow, dom’t
bow_to defeat .. don t bow to a
victory ... don’t bow to a defeat.”

“I'm kind of nervous,” he said
* with a half-smile. “That’s all”

At 7:09 am, just over five
‘minutes after his apology, he was

_declared " dead by Florida State’ o

Pnson doctor Canh Nguyen. Pris-

: thnm crowaed mto a room

ad;acent to death chamber that
the sentence had been camed
out.’ o

Washmgtons only v151b1e s1gns

during the electrocution were his -

clenched fists' Wthh ‘slowly
rotated during the 85-second burst
“of voltage. Just before\ FSP Super-
intendent Richard Dugger called
a halt to the execuuon, sweat be-
gan dripping ‘from Washmgtons
hood-covered face. = -

Just after the death
pronouncement, the 12 news me-
dia witnesses, 12 “official” wit-

. nesses picked by | the state and 18

corrections employees filed out
quietly except for a couple of the
official Wltnesses who were
smiling and Jokmg, though their
‘conversation could not be
distinguished. One of the two had
"said before the electrocunon that
Washington’s death “is a good re-
- minder that we hve m a 1ot less
than perfect world.”” | : ..

‘Also smiling were a paxr of cor-
_rections officers’ standmg in the
death chamber next to Washmg-
ton’s body.,. ]

Washington had been on Death
Row for more than seven years

See EXECUHOIY on page 8A

il
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Frompageld . . . . . 5:

for the brutal September 1976 slayings of kD
Umver51ty of Miami.student Frank Meli, elderly

~Miarm re31dent Katrina Birk and minister Dan—

Jiel Pridgen. The bodies had been stabbed a totaL‘ .

,of 27 times and, in addition, Birk had been shot, *a*
- Meli had begged for his life before bemg*

klled police reported at the time.
In Miami, Meli’s mother, Dolores’ Meli Lo

;Proto told the _Associated Press Washmotons

?.‘

‘execution Was long overdue. R
.? “My son was tied up for two days stabbed IL‘
times ‘in the chest, 'and I'm supporting.
Washington. I pay taxes. My son is dead- My son
would have been an aftorney today.” & - 3
‘When convicted, Washington told Clrcuxt
Judge Richard Fuller {o sentence him to death. “I
don’t want to die —you know what I mean? But lf
I sit up in some jail and rot, I’d rather be leed
he said then.: T o
. Durmg the seven years, two death Warrants
had been SIgned by Gov. Bob Graham but botb. i
expn'ed after the US Supreme Court blocked‘.
fhem.” : .: !
. Aggresswe legal efforts durmg recent days- !
were waged by death penalty opponents agaznst,'i
the death Warrant signed in June by Graham:_i
‘The opponents, claiming an arbitrary and dls-}
cnmmatory sentencing process, were able g j
block Thursday’s scheduled execution when the
U.S. Supreme Court said’ Wednesday 1t needed }
more time to review the sentence. ot |
But late Thursday, the Supreme Court ]ustxces

;rejected the last-minute appeal and let’ stand_
their earlier stay which expired at 6: 59 a.m. Fn-‘;

"was fed a breakfast of his choice which included

.and a quart of vanilla ice cream.

b:

'E

: Nationally, 21 other men have béen executed

Thursday mommg in Georgxa. . . P

‘day. In anticipation of the execution, Washington

fried shrimp and oysters, french fries, hot rolls |

. At 7:04 am., Graham’s decree was conﬁrmed
by phone and then carried out by a black-hooded
_executioner Who threw the sthch for a fee of 1
; $150 in cash. v
Washington’s body was pxcked up by Charies ‘
" Chestnut of Chestnut Funeral Home. Cremation
Cis- planned by Washington’s family who mIl 3
7 spread his ashes in the Atlantic Ocean. . r ' 5
Washmgtons executlon is the seventh camedi
“out by the state since Graham took office in 1978. |

“since the Supreme Court reinstated the deathy
penalty in 15976, the latest faking place early

T
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Left: Susan Carey, a Gainesville attorney who volunteered her services to help David
Washington, reacts to the execution while outside Death Row. Right: Margaret Vandiver,
a legal assistant to Washington’s attorneys, stands with the parents of Arthur Goode ill..
Goode died in Florida’s electric chair earlier thisyear.. .= 7o ROl 0 L
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Protesters awart srgnal

of Washmgt@n s death

By ?AU!.A HORVATH NEIMEYER
Sun sta aff writer - :

Asaredsun broke over the horrzon ‘

_’_ early Friday, some 50 protesters took
’ upa vigil behind a wire fence across
~from Florida State Prison to awart the
death of a man. feW of them even
knew :

Be‘nnd the tan Walls and barbed

" wire fences of the prison across the

* street, 34-year-old David Leroy -
Washington, convicted of killing
" three people i in Mramx, was preparmg
" to die. :

Washmg‘on a sometrmes mlgrant"

! worker had lost a final bid for his life
late Thursday when the Supreme
" Court rejected his appeal. He would

_be the' ‘seventh man executed in

Flonda since the’ Supreme Court

remstated cap1ta1 pumshment in <

1 976

Friday had traveled to the misty cow
pasture before to protest the execu-
tion of the others at the Sfarke prison. -
_Their protestations sounded familiar.

«“Executions Equal Pre-Meditated -

Murder” proclaimed one sign. “Stop
State Murder” Was scrawled on
anothertv o .
.. “These men are. here (on death
‘row) for the most part because
they're black and in the second part
‘because they’re poor,” the Rev. Larry

v

Reimer of the United Church of

Gamesvﬂle told the protesters. .

A single death penalty backer sfood .

&quxetly apart. .~
Although Washrngton Was nothmg
more than a pame io most of the

‘protesters, some had met the con-

denmed man and even fought for hlS
life. . ‘

Ga1nesv1lle attorney Susan Carey had

" being carried out? :

: Joe Ingle dxrector of the Southern7
Coahtton on Jails and Prisons, and'

" go through last mght is unforglvable. -

- They stood with Dick Buit, 2 West

’ Palm Beach attorney who had taken

Washington’s case during the past few "

" weeks. Burr had just returned from -

Atlanta where he had been fighting to -
have his clrent’s llfe spared by the .
courts. - | -
“The courts are an 1rnportant place‘ .
Where the frght for life and decency -
takes place But the courts willnot'do
"anything fo stop (executrons) until the °
people of Florlda say they don’t want
them anymore,” Burr. sa1¢ ;
. Standing. silently ‘with the other
protesters were Arthur and Mildred
Goode, the parents of Arthur F. -
‘Goode III,’'a convicted ‘Chlld raplst
and murderer who was executed in
earlyAan e 1 1-,

It was the ﬁrst executlou the

Many ot those Who ha d gathere g - Goodes had attended smce the 1979

“execution of John Spenkelmk when
the1r son Was waiting on, 'Death Row. °
" And it was the first trme either of
them had ventured near IStarke since
thelr son s death three months ago.

“It Was ‘the ﬁrst txme we could»
stand commg near here,” Mildred
-Goode said. Her husband said he
hoped their presence “would do a ht- _
tle good and make some 1rnpressron
in support of the antl-death penalty
"movement.

Silence descended over the cow
pasture as the protesters awarted
word on Washmgton s fate. Even the
normally borsterous press corps was -
quiet as all eyes were focused on the : -
the side door leading from “Q ng”, :
of the prison aboufa quarter of a mile
away where the deaLh Warrant was |

Suddenly, the door opened and ‘
several small flgures emerged. One, -
beheved to be a wire service repo t-

: stayed with Washmgton until the ear- “er, came forward, faced the .COW -

.1y morning hours as Waslnngfon met’

" with and prepared hxs fa'mly for his

- impending death. - :
“The death penalty creates a Whole
- new class of victims,” Ingle fold fe:.
porters. “The pam hrs farmly had to

“pasture and waved a white cloth slow-_»f

‘ly back and forth over his \head. It was =

the standard signal o other reporters -

Waztmg in the cow pasture. TR
- The execution of Dawd Leroy

Washmgton had been completed.

e e e
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) Top five counties in convictions
resuitmg in executron by eiectnc
" chair since 1924* | :

i—iaﬂsboroug‘h - 16

* Before 1924 executions were carrled

: N e
v :’ . . R\ /ﬂ ﬁ ; ( - out at the !ocal )a!l or pnson by hanging.
3 . Ui : 4 - !
.i § : = . - i / : .
i = == . o Statewzde' 203 (133 b!ack ma!es,
~ TR 5 - J&Z T 71 white males and no women.
N 1 1/ A
NS a U Average age 32)

.1 g___

Duval - | 35 -
Dade KR 26"

E’me!!as 16
A!achua 3 »' 10

ﬁfi"n'leav
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. BX MARTEN R. DRUMMOND
~ Sun, staff writer = .. B
~Joe Ingle and Susan Carey often talked with con-
. demned killer David Leroy Washingion about a
'varlety of subjects such as sports rehgmn, the
; ~‘weather and life in prison. ;.
' One thing they ‘didn’t like talkmg about, but did

so°-anyway, was, death. And when they dig,

Washmgton often cried. . -~
1t was not so much the pamful idea of hlS own
life ceasing — Whlch occurred Frlday at 7:09 a.m.
-— but the sorrow that filled him because of three
brutal murders he commxtted almost eight years
ago in Dade County. ~ |
B Washmgton his frrends sard before the exéci-
txon is “eaten up” with grief for the three families
who have likewise been grieving ever since his
stabbing, robbing and shooting rampage took the
lives of their loved ones. “He is remorse personi-
ﬁed David Washmgton weeps and has for years on
what he has done,” said Carey, a voiunteer lawyer
‘who knew him for six years. ©
_Corrections officers at’the fﬂonda State Prrson
. have confrrmed that Washmgton would sometxmes
cry in his cell at night. " - .
¢ “Describing the inmate as “a nice guy .. Iovable,
Carey said Washington had Been a model prisoner
X ,Who would never kill again, even if released on the
it “sireet. “David is a good person who did a temble
T ._thmg,” she said.
oo Ingle, 2 rmmster from Nashvﬂle, Tenn., said
Washmgton “ ,ust snapped” wherr he commrttea the
. . murders. :
i Dunng the past fi few days, however, Ingle sazd he
has rarely seen such a display of “warmth,
' genume human concern” as in Washington. .

NPy Wt

o

s y AR Y e S

o e

e g

: :members Thursday night when the tall, slender
; ,Washmgton visited with them for four hours, at one
N vpomt puttrng bis 12-year-old daughter Florence on
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" work hard” so she wouldn’t énd up like him.. .

poor and legal representatron in recent ‘weeks

~

“Much of that concern was shown toward family

knee and telling her fo “hit the books, reahy R
“buzldmg their pohtrcal careers on this issue” -]
Florence had come mth Washsngtons mot!zer,,;

31.11a. His father is dead. He* was dryorced. He was.
b pe'suades enough staite Iegzslators to change the

i came only ‘because of donated ime by }awy ers andj_ caprtal pumsnrnent law

'F rrenés Say Waehmgton showed
_remorae for famrhes of vietims

socral workers and donatmns from prlvate sources.
Ingle, Carey and another Washington counselor,

Margaret Vandiver, told The Sun Thursday thatby

offering sympathy to the inmate over the past
years, they were not trylng to lessen the horror the
families of Frank Meh Damel Pndgen and
Katrina Birk have endured.

“We really grieve for them. But it (W ashmgton S
death) is not going to lessen anything .. brmg back
their loved ones,” Carey said. :

Ingle 5aid one of his missions to the relatlves of
murder victims is “to help them see what ven-
geance will do to them and the;r farmhes It Wﬂl
eat them alive.,” ..

Ingle said he- hopes the pubhc does not view
death penalty opponents as endorsing murder or to
worsen the grief of vrctlms families. “The impor-
tant thing they need to understand is that we are
not out fo hurt them but out to stop a (state) mur-
der,” he said..

Carey said Washmgton S executmn is an
example of how capital purnishment “keeps the

" murder horribly alive. Because of the morbid

character of the executron it keeps public atten-

tion on it (the details of the past murder).”
The three advocates of Death Row inmates said

they will likely have httle fime to focus on Wash-

“ington’s death because of Gov. Bob Graham’s pro- .

lific signings of death War'ants More than 80 have

been signed since he Was elected in 1978, though

legal blockades by Iawyers have k‘ept the execu-
tion total tc only seven.’

“You know what happened is ternble The Whole
machinery of the state is set on killing that one
person and when you Iose (the appeal process) itis

SO devastatmg,” Vandiver said.

“But you know that as soon as one is over you

"don’t have time for your sympathy. Bat we're not

going to give up,” she ‘sald.

Vandiver, a graduate socrology student, said”

Graham and state Attorney General Jim Smith are

" The three profesters said the death penaliy in
Fionda will never be abolished until fhe pubhc

let - o



'——— more than thce as many as any other state.

A Graham rat_ons out just enough death

that under ‘the aggressrve 1eadershlp of Gov. Bob
Graharn Ftonda has become the natzon s Mecca for
eiectrrcal veneence Never rmnd that, while other

siates struggle to drspatch their first mlscreant, Gra:"
ham, with yesterday’s executlon of Davrd

Washrnoton has put seven souls under the 3aﬂhouse

Fmget that the metmg out of death has been the

- Graham- advmmstratlon S most wildly successful
pubhc pohcy achrevement — fal' outshining efforts
’ tangled tax system or fully,

to, say, reform Florid
fund sehools '

And S0 what 1f Graham has srgned 82 death war-
rants? So what if he is deplored by Amnesty
International, the ‘Black Congressronal Caucus all

. maénner of anti-capital pumsh-nent groups and some
rehgrous orgamzatrons° N L

Because 1f Graham were reauy serrous about

Florida’s capital pumshment ‘mandate, he would -

" have srgned 114 Warrants by now — enough to pa-
per his offlce wall " Do, S

A That’s the contentlon of the Natlonal LaW
Journal, a New York legal publication that analyzed
- Graham’s own criteria for determrnmg when to sign

warrants and found that Graham could today srgn at"

least 32 — many for 1nmates who have yet to see

their ﬁrst death sheet Those mmates are ripe for.

dispatchmg, by virtue of having had their sentences
affirmed by the Florida Supeme Court and the U.S.
Supreme Court, and having bad their pleas for
mercy rejected by Graham and the Cabmet

Why the hest1tat10n then" Dav1d Kaplan a lawyer‘

and Journal staffer 1mphes that even a pro—death

ventable wave of executrons the likes of which is
" unSeen outside of Iran. Instead, the J ournal 1mphes

“Death and pohtlcs are mextrrcably hnked

""heres no pleasmg some people Never mrnd‘

"'1tual Beoa ‘

' Kﬂlers of blacks for mstance need Worry almost

about it less than do blacks And killers from the up-

- per social and economic classes can do as little as -

five to 10 years hard trme for their crimes. And itis
safe to predlct that Florrda wﬂl hkery never execute_‘
a woman. : s C e . "

;.,

So forget about deterrence leen the nature of
the selection process any kﬂler who is cold-blooded

Aand calculatlng enough to stop and think

beforehand about the consequez.ces of his deed wilt
likely conclude that electrocutlon is awarded in ‘

‘Florida on a lottery-hke basis. And the odds agamst. :
drawmg an unlucky number are great. L -‘.'\ :

Even 1f Graham did sron another 32 warrants, and
even if half of them were carried out forthwith, the
addttlonal executlons Wouldn’t change t‘re StatlStICS'
all that muc Loow -

Maybe then Graham s percreved reluctance to ‘
sign every Warrant within arms Teach stems not so
‘much, as the Journal n:nphes from his sense of po-
htlcal preservatlon as it does from Grabam’s.
apprecratron for the concept of the executlon as

-

Whether accurate or not there isa growmg”
perceptlon a fear, ‘among Americans that,
somehow, crime is out of control, that people are no

' longer safe intheir homes or streets. That fear natu-
" rally breeds anger and fesentment, and a loglcal
'outgrowth of that 1s a pubhc sentrment for B
_executlons -; L

advocate with as strong a stomach as Graham’s * L
doesn’t thmk hrs pubhc Would sit smrhng through a

That someone goes to the‘chatr penodrcaﬂy is ;
sufﬁclent to appease ‘that pubhc anger and °
resentment. And it really doesn’t matter to the pub-

| Iic that the selectron process leading to death row is :
. so serend1p1tous orT SO rac1ally and soc1a11y sclec-
_tlve as to drlute the deterrent vaIue )

| Kaplan wrote. He quoted Flonda Cleannghouse on . -

Criminal Justice Dzrector Scharlette Holdman, who
umucky number and dred on Friday for the sins of

_ said “he wouldn’t srgn 30 warrants tomorrow simply
 because it would appear ) unseemly and repulswe
that i Would backﬁre on S

e wants to Iook _strong,but crvzhzed not
. s}obbermg at the mouth i she added. :

. s temotmg to smply accuse Graham of piaymg
' politics with the eleciric Chair and have done with
| it If, for instance, Graham really believed in his
. much touted contentlon that eiectrocutron deters
) others from commrthng rm.rder then the more bod-

‘ ies trandted out the back door of Death Row the :

Grlm_ Reaper.

‘ger, at 1éast, for the’ moment, his ‘execution was not
'unhke a rrtuahstlc wardmg off of evrl spmts

— Death Row contmues to be reserved for the

:hlS ere the Tampa psychlatnst who murdered lus 1
' patrent Iover the Okeechobee mﬂhonalre WhO mur-

lly, who buried his wrte alive with a bulldozer or, the for-"
' »mer Palm Beach mumcrpal mdge Who contracted

To a very real degree David Washmgton drew an-

murderers and cnm.nals everywhere. And {o the .
degree that hrs death slaked the pubhc fear and an- §

AN 4

poorest, the bIackest, the least xntelhgent and the

‘Iowest caste among our offenders. For the purpose I8

of servmg the rxtual a D‘av;d Washmgton will do Just ‘,
as well as, say, ‘the Clearwater Methodrst pastor Who i
stabbed his ere and son to death, the Orange i
County comm.ssmner Wno pumped ﬁve bullets info™

dered her ausband the ‘\Iassau County busmessman :

not at all about Death Row. White killers need fret™

Gy
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By JON PECK :
Umted Press!mematxonat :

g Tuesday refused to block two éxecutions scheduled for

Comﬁ refuees to %E@ekﬁ
exeeurmrrs ser mr T}mredey

N I

TALLAHASSEE — The Florida Supreme Court’ ~

"Thursday, setting the stage for furious last-day legal .

battles in federal courts at opp051te ends of the state.

In separate 6-0 rulings, the-court cleared the way for -

-Sta Prison i in Starke Srmth had refused all along to. o

talk with reporters. PR
Six prisoners have been put to death

them since last Thanksgiving. None of the kix has been

" executed while upder ‘his first death warrant.

i?_' what could be the natlon s f' rst double executlon in 20 .

years.

.7 The court Tuesday evemng hfted a stay of executlon :

issued earlier in the day for triple-murderer David.

Leroy W&bmgton who'could become the eecond black

stated in 197670 2 o
EARLIER, THE JU STICES refused to grant a

e 4 R A

ianna woman and her 12-year-old daughter in 1978.

¢ Attorneys for both death row mmates sald they will.

take their appeals to federal courts. .-
| A hearing on Smith’s mercy plea is scheduled for this
. morning before U.S. District Judge Roger Vinson in
I Pensacola, and Washington’s Tawyer said he expected to
. file a similar federal appeal in Miami. '~
Tuesday afternoon Washington, who confessed to

‘ killing three Dade County people over a nine- day span -

in 1976, cazzceied .a final press conference at Florida

!  executed in Flonda since the death penalty Was rem-" :

stay for J';mmy Lee Smith, convicted of kﬂhng a Mar-

x

Srmth 30, is under hrs second. -

Prison officials bégan preparations for the execu: "
_tions, which were scheduled for shortly [after dawn L
Thursday Gov. Bob Graham s death warrants expxre at. i

noon Friday..

If both executions’ are carrled out, 1t Would be the Ll
first time since the U.S. Supreme Court h‘ted itshanon

~ capital punishment eight years ago that two prisoners “ -

bave been executed w1th1n a 24 hour penod in the same' -

'state. Lo 7.‘,. B

' 1964 the final time Florida administered its ultlmate‘ "
pumshment before the high court rulmg stopped execu=

Florida’s Ias’c double executzon occurred on May 12,

. .tions for more than a dozen years.

. Washington, one of eight chlldren was born my :

Trenton, N.J., but moved to Miami when he was 10. He .
has never denied killing Daniel Pridgen, Katrma Birk
and Frank Meli during a rampage of robbery, kxdnap—

-ping and killing Sept. 90 29, 1976.

_ in Flonda s";-:
three-legged wooden electric chair since 1979 five of -

Washmgton 34, is under hls thu-d Warrant Whﬂe» :

AN

WASHINGTON

iVIE LEE SMITH
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Conpx'ed from AP UP' w:res

A kﬂler Who buned his’ v1ct1m ahve faced death in
‘Georgla S electnc chair a_few minites after midnight
Wednesday, but two, menrscheduled to dxe in Flonda
today received temporary Teprieves. i i
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the llth Crrcult in
Atlanta granted a temporary stay to Jimmy Lee Smith at
6 25 p.m. EDT Wednesday, a little more than 12 hours
before he'was scheduled to die in the nation’s first double
“execution in 19 years. The ‘court scheduled a heanng for
‘9: 30 this morning on Smith’s tase.
£ Afew hours later, after. the action in the Smlth case,
U S. ‘District Judge Eugene P. Spellman dénied ‘the
pe tition of David L. Washmgton Buthe granted a stay of

2

. givée ‘appeals courts time % review his dendal. -

; If the stays are. lifted, Florida has {intil hoon Fnday to

* execute the men 2 who killed a total of five people; - *

; here are detaﬂs of the developments in both states._ -

the death penal m 976.

Y. Tyon Ray Stanley, : hxgh school‘ dropout with an IQ of
81 was to become the 2ls§man executed, and the second |
.in Georgla, sirice the Supreme Court dropped 1ts ban on

|
\
|
i
|
|
|
|
\
|
{ execution for Washngton until 6:59 am. EDT Fnday to ;
\
|
\
|
i
|
|
|
|
|
N
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A three -judge dpaneI of the 11th Circuit in Atlanta’
denied a stay of éxecution for Stanley Wednesday after-
noon, and he was to be strapped into the electric chair at

Jackson Dlagnostxc Center south of Aﬂanta shortly after

midnight.
Stanley and’ another man, Joseph Edward Thomas,

98, were convicted of the robbery—murder of Chfford i
' was executed in Flonda for the sex slaymg ofa 9-year-old_

Floyd, a prominent Bainbridge, Ga., insurance man who

_ ‘was robbed, beaten, shot and buned alive i in 19?6

killed, but said it was Thomas who commrtted the«

Thomas is'still on Georgia’s death row.’ :
Stanley admitted he ‘was present when Fond was

murder .

In Fﬁonda
Washington, 34, was to die in the electnc chalr at

' . Florida State Prison near Starke at 7 a.m., and Smith, 30,

was to have followed him a few minutes Iater The death

. warrants for both men are in effect until noon Fnday,
" they could still be executed if their stays are lifted. -

3

“'were Perry E. Stnith and Richard Eugene Hzckock the
killers in Triman Capote’s book In Cold Blood:

* have been electrocuted on the same day occurred April 5,

’ rnurderers But not boo many, the I\ ew. York pubhcatlon -

" the Florida Clearmghquse on Criminal Justice. : -

The last double executions in the United States came

" in 1965, when Kansas — which has since abolished the
- death penalty’ — carried out two double hangmgs, on

April 4 and June 6. The/men éxecuted in April of that year

Since 1976, the on]y instance in which two mmates

when Elmo Patrick Sonnier died in Louisiana for killing
two ‘teen-age sweethearts and Arthur Frederick Goode

bOy L - :i’t.' S

_ Joumal hmts pohtlcs plays role

" A'national pubhcatmn says that although Florida has
had more executions than any other state since 1976, Gow.
Bob Graham is not as vigorous an enforcer of the death
penalty as he is portrayed. T e

This week’s issue of the National Law Journal says
that while Graham can Sign as many as 32 death warrants

now, he is signing them eltner in pairs or individually.
“Gov. Bob Graham is committed to executing

Florida has already executed six men since 1976 more  said. . - :
~ than any other state. .. The pubhcatxon hmted that Grahams decxsxons on .|
i Officials said Washington and Smxth were in holdmg who should be executed are political. - - . H

cells about 12 feet apart next to the death chamber. They . “Death and politics are inextricably hnked » the arti-. :

" could not see each other but could communicate if they

" wished. Apparently they had little to say to each other )

~ according to prison spokesman-Vernon Bradford. -

oy

Washington, one of eight chﬂdren borntoa Trenton,

CNJ. famﬁy came to Miami when he was 10. He admitted

killing three pecple in robberies over a 10~day period-
because he didn’t have enough money to buy
}ns newborn child. L

rapers for t.

: Smith, oonvzcted of kﬁ}mg a'woman and her ;2 year— ."

: o}d child in 1978, was abused while a child by his father,

grandrather and steprather, a-‘;cordma to Gazi Rowiand of

SR, £

" alienate voters, the’ pubhcatmn reported. .7

~ fused to discuss the reasons Graham signs a partrctﬁaré
" warrant. But he emphasrzed that Grabam’s decision to }
i

. have been on death row the }_,cngest and have exhausted

‘cle says. While Graham wants to reap the political ;
bénefits of mplementxng the death penalty in aconserva- .
tive_state, he knows that a wave of executxons ~could

Syd McKenzze the governor’s genera} oounsel, “re-‘

sign a Warrant is Based on the merits of a ¢ase. Generally, 4
the governor has sa:d he\ s;gns warrants for g prisoners who i

theu' ’ega} appea!s._
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"By JON PECK

Uplited Pross Intornetlonal

§ STARKE ~ — An appeals court on. Thursday dénied a
vgtay of executxbn 'for oneof twq killers fecmg(the, firs|
ydouble. ‘éxecution in: 19 years but granted th '

] p'etxtxo 0

‘The 11th’ US Circuit: Court of: Appeals in Atlant
Uturned ‘aside a last-minute plea from attorneys or David
' Leroy Washington,-condemned for the slayings of three
people. The panel refused to delay Washmgton 3 execu

'tion: beyond 6:69. a.m. today, and state' prison- offxcxals‘,

~“were preparing to execute him at 7 am, .7
. Jimmy Lee Smith, 30, received a reprieve.’
iwAttorneys for: Weshmgte_n argu d thata

\I'/

t‘_ ‘ EX@ @M'@ 5 @ ﬁ from 1-A Mlarm elght years ago was visited by ,‘

xceptlon is. taken wasg llkely to have had any éffe :t upon

he sentencmg decxslen of the Judge,” the panel said;-:
;Earlier in the day; the’Atlanta appeals court a;:reed to
stay of executxon for Smith to'further consxder nis plea"

: ‘*F“Flor\da‘authontxee promptly asked the Supreme.
. Court’ bo, throw. o

he stay, but the court relused to'-

his family.’ And from her home m ¥

ty ban in 1976. .

';v g There has not been a double exe-’

Zeution —two men executed in. the:
. lsame chamber on the same day —
! since 1965, when Kansas hanged twe
-.men at once on two different occa
““sions. Florida has executed six men
‘ emce 1976, more than any other state "

" WHILE TIIE JUDGES pon
dered and the lawyers argued Wash

: wngton dnd Smith waited in 1solated
"’cells 50 feet from Florida's electri
- -chalr. Washmgton, who!stabbed -to.
¢ death a’homosexual preacher, an el
derly woman and a college student m

" "consnder the request Death warrants
" ifor the two men expire today at noon,
+  Earlier Thursday, Ivon Ray Stan- -
,loy, 28, was executed at 12:15 am..}
" EDT in the electric chair at Jagkson,
Ga., becoming the 215t man executed -
‘in the United States since the Su-¢
preme Court, lowered its death penal-'\‘

Central Florida, Smith’s xmpover- .
ished -mother- called collect’ “every.
hour to the clearmg house on crimi-
“nal Justxce to find out the status of -

" her son’s appeal. §mith wag conviet-}
. ed for' the murder:of a‘Marianna -~
<% woman and her.12 yea -old dagxghte;’; (/‘.

".in'1978.

“~State prxson fficialsw eprepar-" el )
ng Thursday" night’ to’ move Smith’ —
‘off death row,.They. did not expect )

Y- further court agtion’ before hls war,; -
ant expires at- noon;, ST

Washmgton, who ‘received stays~ ‘ —_
of two prevxous ‘execution dates, Sﬂld __Q
“in an interview: “I think my life was: :

best breaks in life, all the right.op-.
portunities. Seemed like everything I . . )
touched, I destroyed, Family,’ wxle, .

frlends, everythmg I just destroyed.”.
slei” St.° Potersburg: Staff' Wmer

Laurue qulman contrlbuted to thls
s report. AN {‘.'{; o ,

{just-one big. mistake: I -had all the- BQU




,By LAURIE HOLLMAN L
-",‘.it‘ Pounburg Tlmon Statf ertor P

¥ithe' last night of hlS lnfe, Davtd Leroy

ears ago, gently settled hxs 12~year-old
aughter. on his:lap, ;| .00
$ “1 want‘you to-look at me,” he saxd
¢ cupping-her-chin in.his hand, “and I want
i#you to:see -where I am, I'm going .to- die-
fe ’here, ‘and I want yow'to do better,”
" Less than eight hours' later,, David
&Loroy Washmgton was dead, the seventh

7
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‘- Washington, who stabbed three people to -
 doath,during a violent robbery spree eight *

‘man - and second black man - to’ ‘diein .

Davnd Leroy Washington left” ,apolo;;uzed'to the.
famlhes of hls three v1ct|ms'

satlsfactlon, S0 be lt.

g I’m sorry for all the grief and ‘
heartache I have brought to them.t
- If my death brmgs them an y

years. Prison Supermtendent Rlc}lard""‘

Refore exemtlon, man urgeﬂ otaugh'ter to do hetter

. »In-a “furrowed cow paeture Tear the"
" prison,.about 40 people, some opposed to:

. capital punishment and others friends of:
.'come, while a handful of death-penalty:

executlon chamber in silent approbation.:

.- tion, Florida’s first:in 20 years. Washing-:
“’ton was scheduled to -die first followed

-, shortly afterward by Jimmy Lee Smith,
“convicted of murdering a Marianna wom- |

- an and her 12-year-old daughter after the
’{“womgn saxd unkmd thmgs about hxe gxrl~
frien

+the dead man, chanted, We'Shall Over-..
\ supporters across the field looked at the'. .

"'This was to have been a double execu-:

e saxd “If my death brmgs them any satxs
‘Dugger asked him if'he had anythmg to %~ factxon 80.beit.” ..

Thursday night, however, the U 3, Su -
‘ R .- preme Court upheld a lower court’s rulmg :
: WHEN HE' WAS flnlshed a black ..that delayed Smith's execution. The 80~
mask was pulled over his face, a switch. year-old Smith was taken out of his isola- *
““:was thrown ‘and 2,000 volts surged.. tion cell 50 steps from the electric chair
. ;.\~ through his body, His hands clenched and " and moved to a death-row 0011 farther
... P'm-sorry for all the grief and“' « from the execution chamber,” - : '

fFlor da’s*electric “chair”since” the death +~:8ay, and Washington said yes.

penalty was'reinstated in 1972,
“Washington entered the death cham-
berishortly. after sunrige Friday. He ap-'
» ‘peared calm’and even smiled faintly as he’

The 34- year-old convict then urged hi
\ifellow death-row inmates to fight their .
. executions. And he apologized to the fam
1lxes of his three victims. :

;),waa strapped intosthe;electric chair, the %
‘ohigi 'Flornda hay uged fopthe last 60: «heartache I ‘have"brought-to- them,” he" 4:7:09. 9. 5

~

*then relaxed: He was pronounced ‘dead at

AR e e
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- a"wh'it'e shirt_ ahg 'ld?a:rk~blue pants..~ :
eanwhile, in ‘the dim, mois
fields across the stregt.from the pris

- O "
» - Executi
iresdhg‘ Igoi ]I%x?(ﬁ;ﬂs gv*g;%ntlfgl; .= on, people opposed to his'death be- - assures that the rights of the people /i pleq
'graham‘v‘will have to s’ign a new one ¢ 880 to gather. Some weremembers of *
-for him:to-be executed legally, His
lawyers argue that a psychiatric re-
.:port on Smith was withheld by the
state and that their client should get
" . a hearing"to see if admission of the' -’
. /Yeport into evidence could glter his
, death sentence, *°
. Washington wasn
»the I1th' U.S. Circu
“peals ‘in ‘Atlanta an
-Supreme Court ref
“efecution beyond 6:
* 80 Thursday ni
- his'mother, his daughter,
+ and other family mem
friends. Then, at 4:30 a.m,,
il ¢ last meal ~ fried shrimp,
¥ “ters, french fries with lots
hot rollg, lemonade and a h
. vanilla ice.cream. He ‘po
most of the food
guards about his appetit
, After breakfast, prison official
, prepared Washin

the Jacksonville Citizens A

gainst the |
Death Penalty, Ot

hers -were attor .
1 oM,

~ Washingtdn’s “appeal

‘had a boyfriend on death row, """

SEVERAL ASSAILED GOV
Graham for his resolute enforcement !

penalty in Florida. One, | supports capital punishment becauge '«

't 80 lucky, First -

it Court of Ap--. -
d then the U.S..
sed to delay his-.
59 a.m, Friday,” -~ " -
met with .{ more,

of the death
of the most vocal was-an elderly man !
who said he was here
. “for the governor's pa ; ;
A/ reporter pressed them to 88y,
and the woman aske
“You.going to tell them?” :
» you can tell them,” he. i
My son was' executed here a

wife' ¢

bers and -
fried bys- " few months ago |
.-Goode: Arthur Go
‘child molester and chil
- in the electric chair April

lished. off
g with the -

~'Graham,. who' hag received - in+r
»+ creased national atten
. criticism from- human-rights groups -
for hig death-penalty policy, issued a’
. Statement about Washington’s exe-
.~ cution. It read in‘part, “This process

P tion as well as,
. Death-penalty protester stands

with head bowed Friday after .
1,.2xecution of David Washington,

gton for electrocu- "
shaved his head and right

“leg and gave him his execution attire,

: :'hés, assured that
t; | rights of the accu

of Florida are
tection,” -~

[ESS S

selves. One membe

“they've got to stop something some-
where.,” = - oo, T ;

P

1, preacher,  an, ¢lderly’ woman and ‘a-

20-year-old college student during a -
%{Z*day rampage in Miami in. 1976...
e "Te 8 .Daniel Pridgen, a 69-year-old
.\ That’s righti oo =
o (Goode, a b oo, o irk,:
dod - with a hunting knife, Ka erina Bir vy
A8 64, was shot and stabbed nine times,
- Frank Meli, who wag studying to be a
tax lawyer, was- abducted and then -
stabbed 11 times while he begged for *

‘homosexual, was stabbed seven times

+ his life, ,

. $ :
-WHY WASHINGTON killed,.
- his friends waiting outside the prison

the ‘constitutional .y
sed were fully pro. *
: tected. The execution of the sentence i

affor'ded‘ *Similg_x\ pro--

it

of the group,
Burdett. Greene of Starke, said hevi

-..checked his lifel
7 8gt-Don Gladdish sig
~execution was over, “The sentence of
“the state of Florida ' against David..
-;Washington has been ¢

- these people’s lives.”

tric,.chair Thursday,

“ Washington die. After.

. said, “Please exit to t

*Friday’ morning couldn’t say, 'al-
. 'though they repeatedly noted that he"
“felt great remorse for his crimes, He
ded guilty to three charges of
first-degres murder, ‘later telling a"
_ oo e judge, “I didn’thave

" As the sun. began. to ﬂse,~people "

who agree with’ Graham about ‘thei
death penalty collected a field apart'i
from their ideological counterparts - -
;and chatted quietly. among them«-

any right totake
Washington originally sought |
death rather than alife in prison. But
.he subsequently appealed his ‘sen-
tence, claiming he was poorly repre-i-
sented’ by legal counsel, The U.S;"
. Supreme Court rejected that argu~
“ment in May, and
, e contended that o
"' .Washington received'a death son. v, Prosecutor durin
tence because he killed a homosexual

Washington then
mments made by a
g sentencing were g
‘improper. Federal Jjudges dismissed -
'that argument as well but not before""!
. Washington ' was granted an extra 24

_hours to live. Both he and Srhith were ;
“originally schedulad to'goto the slec- p
Forty people, including reporters -
—and official state witnesses, watched v
two doctors,.
, Corrections *

ess body -
nalled that the.:

arried out, he -



By AL MESSERSCHMID-
* Herald Staff Writer .

David *Leroy: Washlngton a- c0nwoted:;-
striple murclerel‘f ‘who:was scheduled to die” -
i, Florida's “electtle v chalr Thursday,’
‘new sentencing hearing,:
i((i:;rcult Judg "‘Herberti Klein: ruled Tues-.

lshould recelve;a

He stayed‘*Washingtons 'executlon "
telephoned:‘to : the ‘Florida-
‘Supreme Court-at 7 p, m. Monday. and °

an’ qrder

;formally completedTuesday. -

The Florida Supreme Court schedulcd a
x‘evlew Kleln 8

fhearmg for
decxslon/
Washington
flrst-degree murderf charges:in’ 1976, “I, .
didn't -have ‘any “right to‘"take ' these
people g lives,". ashlngton ‘told 'Ci
o 3 53@&«4&;&&%&#&:1‘«{ AN

ate ’I‘uesda

Judge ‘Richard Fuller.

- this world with this on my, conscience.”

pleaded guilty to three

": fession, Gerstein described how Washmg~
ton hated the Rev. Damel Pridgen,

T T NN e g
AN o

. believe in God, and 1 don’t want to leave

'Washington, who was 26, told Fuller:

that: he preferred a. death sentence” to -
‘rotting injail. . *

The savagery of Washlngtons exght~
day, three-murder spree in Miami brought -
State Attorney Richard Gerstein to

"Washington's Dec., 7, - 1976 sentencing\;
“Thearing in Fuller’s court.; -

Gerstein took over for prosecutor Hank '_'
Adorno, who, prepared the case for'trial,

and argued that death was “the only
- sentence that was -appropriatel’ for Washp '

ington. .
Paraphr aszing from Washmgton § cone-

“p don't lie. 1

R e KA \qae\ R

‘homosexual; how Washington planned a .

robbery .at the home of Katherina Birk;-

““and how Washington abducted college’

- student Frank Meli: after’ ansWerlng
newspaper ad for Meli’s car,” 7~

Pridgen was stabbed seven-times’ wnh‘ '

‘a hunting knife in his bed Birk was shot:"
"and stabbed nine times; Meli wastied to a
bed and stabhed 11 txmes w}nle begging
for his life, " '

‘Gerstein® told Fuller that" e was
-“gpecially ‘moved” by:the murder of Meli..
The state attorney described Meli as a

“‘“young student, some 20 years'of age,"

who was, working “his way tiirough
college. while holding’down two' jobs ...

" who "had been. left” without " a" father’
.because ' his. father “was - kllled in ,the
- servxce of his country overseas., o

3 Wednesday, July 11 1984 -

Meli,
Klein, .
"+ . Although Washington asked Fuller for

““that Fuller ordered for Washington, Klein- -
sald that Gerstem s comments about Meli

" 'were imprdper.

Klein said that in 1983 (seven years~

> after Washington was sentenced), the U,

- S. Supreme Court set''a’ standard ‘for

" sentencing ‘defendants . in. .dedth . cases.: .
“That ruling requires an “mdmduallzed i
determmatlon -on'the basis of the charac-; -

;ter of the individual and ‘the circum- " that his death sentence was both arbitrary

“*stances of the crime” not on the basis of-

“the crime victim'’s social worth,

Commenting about™ the the victim,
was - “fundamental error."‘

a death sentence, he vigorously has fought'
against hls executlon
- ! \ '

" "'The Miami Heraldf

- In revnewing the three death sentences '

sald '

¥ HIS appeals seemingly ended in May
when the U, S. Supreme Court sustained
“his conviction ‘and rejected an argument

"-that his court-appointed attorney, William
Tunkey, failed ' to present. mitigating -
“character evidence to Fuller at the 1976

sentencing hearing.
In mid-June, Gov. Bob Graham signed

*Washington’s death warrant.

Washington’s latést appeal claimed

and dlscrxmmatory and that Gerstein's

comments were improper. Klein ruled last
;week .that the arguments were new and
_'that he would review the death sentence.

.+ After a hearing I’riday and Saturday,

Klein stayed’ Washington’s execution, but

‘refused- -to order ‘a..new sentenclng‘

" hearing, - s

Section D ; B
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By BILL LUENING

»: murdering a ‘mother” and: her
12-year-old daughter in- ‘May 1978"
.anear Marianna in North Florida.

would: Vlsn hlm ‘; — —mignonr medlum I'al‘e, along Wlth ————— wlthf—fa salme based petroleum e
TAndiLIZ BALMASEDA At 4:30 a.m. they will’ get their’ _chocolate milk,. tossed - salad and

: Jelly. Each will’. be dressed. in.
5 Horald\ Staff Writers~ -~ 11 -+ last meal. Washington selected? rgrapefrult juice, . - , ': ..traditional death garb bought for:

STARKE "~ Barring' a‘ last@» fried ‘shrimp -and " oysters, french.,  -After breakfast each wxll have!,f the occasxon. crxsp whxte ‘shu‘t.
second legal " victory by “their:* "fries, lemonade and vanilla ice’ {hlS head .and -right .leg “shaved.

;rattorneys, David: Leroy ‘Washings+ cream‘ Smith ordered fxlet, wThexr scalps then wxll be covered ;
“ton-and: Jxmmy Lee Smith;will die* ! . ‘

i'this morning in Florida's electric.
tchalr w- the' fxrst ‘double- execution 5
in the country. since 1965, .
b Washirgton, ‘former - chmr ,boy,
lngh school “drummer ‘and “con-
.- fessed triple murderer whose 1976

Please turn po PAXR /22A

"

', violent._rampage _over-.12. dayse

z _shocked Dade'County, is scheduled
. ito tie'first, He will enter the gray !
death ‘chamber, in ' Wing - Q a
Flonda State Prison at'7 am,. - ;,x

As soon as’ Washington’s. lifeless™

n form is removed, Smith will be led *

«dn. - Smith, - 30, -was" convxcted of -

5

vyl

Both men dre expected to be-

5 dead by 745 a.m,, according to.
" Florida Department of Correctxons

* spokesman Vernon Bradford. :
. Fach will go through the same

“rltual. Washington ‘planned to see -
: a series of attorneys, ministers and ;
“family. members during the night. .
Smith was hoping his ‘mother

hsbl e S P
PPy
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2 killers are scheduled

d Eeln FMT lda E{} ay

PAIR/from1A - »f
gark blue pants, white socks. -
‘Shoes and a matching blue jacket"
"will accompany their corpses fo .
the fumerzl home. 7Ty ¥o L

Once they are. in the death : |
‘chamber, 30 witnesses and at least
five prison staff members will
watch them being strapped into
the 60-year-old oaken |chair. .
.Straps go across each arm and leg;
one crosses the chest. Before the
Jeather chin strap and mietal “cap™.
is affixed, each will be allowed 2’
final statement.: - | " ;
" On Wednesday, the mother of a
young man murdered by Washing-
fon was angered by the last-min-’
qute appea}ls,-___- 5 T

;- < absolutely believe Washings-

‘ton should get the death penalty. I
'feel very strongly, very strongly;.
that the death penalty should be’ . S 1 ‘
‘executed tomorrow,” said Dolores’ . Jimmy Smith: Killed woman, -
‘Meli Lo Proto, mother of Frank child, - .0 - ;. RampageinDade.. 7" =
’Meli, a 20-year-old University of %<& SRR s A R TR T
: Miami accounting student Kkilled - -man  from Gaston County, were Washington’s third. In 1976, after
! by Washington in 1976. - |- i- ' executed on May 12, 1964, = be pleaded guilty to the triple
i‘ In the first statement she has = Multiple executions ‘have. not . n{urd_er,‘ Washington told, Dade
given since her son’s death, Meli beeh unusual in Florida history.. Circuit Judge Richard Fuller: “1
Lo Proto said Wednesday: “My There have - been 22 since the. don’t want_to die — you know
son was tied up for two days, _electric chair was introduced in" what 1 _mean? But if I sit up in
"stabbed . 11 “times in the chest. 1924," as well as nine triple’ some jail and rot, .P’d rather be
“That, to me, was cold blooded ~ electrocutions — and three times  killed.”. i . "4 =75 RO
murder. I pay taxes here in Dade . when four men died in 2 single 7 . Washington: later. appealed his
County and I'm supporting Wash-  day. - e .. .sentence, first 6n grounds he was
‘ington. My son is-dead. My son Smith and Washington will be. poorly represented by legal coun-
!would have been an attorney the seventh and eighth men to die~ sel and most recently, because
today.” - N by state edict in Florida since the stat.ements_ma.de by prosecutors
7 Frank Meli was her youngest resumption of the death penalty in . Quring sentencing were improper.
- som, an honor student who ‘planned,j 1976 They -will also be the sixth ., Smith took his victims to a
to become a t€x attomey.1 He had and seventh to die during the term wooded roadside in Marianna, and
put an ad in the paper to sell his. of Gov. Bob Graham. : -, strangled ‘Bonnie Ward -her 12-
car. Washington called him and The Florida Supreme Court on year—olQ'daughter,,Donna Strick-
said he was interested. " . T .l Tuesday denied last ditch efforts iand. His attorney, Sara Bleakley,
Meli was kidnapped on Sept. 29,. by their attorneys to commute the argued this week that a psychiat-
1976 and was killed . two daysf_{‘sen}gnées for rehearings. The high  r1C _report on her client from a
Yater. The University of Miami - court ‘denied both appeals 6-0. reform school near Marignna had
‘granted him & posthumotus diplos - Smith's attorneys lost their final ‘béen withheld by the state and
tha, magna cum laude. ik o, effort Wednesday during a hearing “that Sx;uth .should have a hearing
“I live with this every night? before US. Disirict Judge Roger to see if the report could dissolve
thé mother said. “I lay/in bed, Vinson in Pensacola. A last minute the death sentence. TR
. thinking about my sod begging to _ request from Washington's attor-*. On Tuesday, the Florida Su-
" be set free. It hurts: How cam '~ €y to block the execution was Ppreme, Court, 6-0, rejected both
anyone think he didn't |kill my denied by a federal judge in pleas, ax{d Grahf'sm's death war-
boy??. T Ll P Miami. S : .- rant, which expires at noon Fri-
if they dié today,.:Wa&hington . The current death warrant is day, was kept in effect. .
andSmithwillbeFIorida’sﬁrst' R L E S SRS el e T w3
doublé execution since Emmett C.
Biake, a white man_from Bay
County, and Sie Dawson, a black

¥y
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preferred death to. life In' prison.
Friday, in-.the’ macabre death:

. State Prison here. his request was
fulfilled :

\if ”,

Washington 'was scomposed, - un«

¥ emotional .and: showed no fear as’

0 w4:he was led into the death chamber
s and strapped, into the* 60-year cid
g oaken chair.. . =,

““ing the execution, radio journalist
12 newsmen ' swho' 'witnessed’the™
event, ‘gave--thig*-account of
.Washington's'last moments,® -~ -
 Washington arrived at the ‘death
I chamber“at 6:69 n.m. accompanied "

1 clans, f'three *prison’ officiais.
“doctor, andhis asgistant, -7

_:pants, white shirt and white socks._

" He was strapped into the chair.”
_OnesJeather: -strap; went. around;;
’each‘ leg and arm... Large\ straps

LN R zam i

the crimes. and during sentencing o
. ~.. " 'In Dacember {1976 : he :told < Dade . 2
o :.Clreuit, .)‘udge Richard. Fuller - he',

“ritual held in Q Wing at Florida |

“Witnesses. to the execution\ said

“ Mark Da&ns of Jacksonville, one of,

¢ by elght”“men:"Prison’ superinten. “
.. dent Richard« Dugger.'two electri--

’.ﬂ,.'front row of ‘witnesses,

. ‘iu “’  'His head had been'shaved, ‘and
‘ piiatened with dn’ointment spread
: +~on” 1o’ enhance: eiectricai ‘contact’
" 1-with «the “skull, "He! wore” blue'"

' went ‘around his’ waist and chest-

askcd by Dugger if he wanted to ;

in a clear, unhurried: voice ex-

lies. Then he exhorted his fellow "

, iInmates' to continue to’ struggle .
. against the death penalty.. .. °

“I would like to. say to.the:
“families of all my victims, ' I'm, .

" sorry for all the grief and heartu ‘;
“ ache I'have brought to them, If my.

geath brings them satisfaction.-sc

.Death Row, don't bow 'to'a defeat
".without a fight,” Then he paused.

finaiiy "That's all.”

i—iis statement lasted less than 25
econds. -

The men fastened a leather chin.f
strap tight beneath his jaw. Wash-.

'Ington trled a small” smile’ at.;
* someone ‘he "recognized  in- the

“He  was_ completely” a” cool
“¢haracter,” Davis sald.”” "~ .-
Aides put the death cap’ on him ...
;md dropped a black veil over his .
ace.
Dugger, meanwhile, had. walked
around the chair to one of two

.....

s telephonestin” the “room.’ On-the.%to die in-Florda's" -electric rchair *

,cther end, Gov.‘Bob Graham in

Nk ke YWyt BRI

s

Once secured, Washington' was' "

4+~Washington had’ already had, two 5 :
postponements. .- n-i,was ccarried. out after exhaustive:,
“judicial analysis and review," Gra- .

“make a statement. He nodded, and "

pressed remorse over the agony he’!,
. caused his vietims and their famis""

.,{chambers gray brick walls. the -

"o wpd like to say to all the'gu son..
‘Reading“from’ notes taken durs Y, guy,

“I'm kind of nervous,”, he said, .

‘V‘.imui ~ R T R 2T R B

e s D IanEy 'LM

ectme Chaﬁ‘f

n llpr

..... i

'I‘al}ahassee verified that there had” '
been no further stays of’ execution. tate for that time period,

- “The final sentence ‘in this cas

.+ *God bless us all,” Graham said,

‘Dugger handed the phone to Sgt.
Don ‘Gladdish, who kept. the line
.,open. It was 7 03 a.m,” R
., Behind a slit in"'‘the death

vham said . in"a’ “prepared: statement
_in Tallahassee. i

‘1" and_ other members of th

‘executioner waited. He 'wore a”: basls for ,ccmmutation of
-black hood. Dugger looked at him . - sentence.”
and nodded. . el

s

\ the

7 - There was a’ bareiy perceptibie
3 “thunk *. Davis, sald, 'and
Washington s body went rigid, his:
‘hands curled into fists. Davis could ™,
, see perspiration dripping - from
beneath the.veil, but that was all,
A ‘minute and 25 secods later,
. there was a second “thunk” .and
the power. .was off, )
Medical assistant William ‘Ma-
thew felt, for Washington's pulse” ;paway. -
“and then listened for a heartbeat, 0y
-He motioned “to Dr. Cahn ‘Blen:?
‘Nguyen, who also. checked. the
pulse and hearbeat. - :
At 7:09, ten minutes’ after he had’

. Washington . and . "the governor,” "
‘said anti<death penalty advocate”

xecution, ;. “is-'that -David' ’was

.the . prison,

kerchief to colleagues. waiting in-.

designated by" ,prison officials for' -

- Washington was pronounced dead. ;"tlon.” Five \— four ‘menand . one,
. Dugger picked up the phone and” L woman e showed Lup -to sighal
" told Graham the sentence had been' ' their approval,’
carried -Out, i R T protesters carried signs, -

’ s

- Washington was the' fifth man’

e ek

ed Murder,” read one;

g “Fiorida Death State,"“

"this year. and the seventh since read an-

r.“*,e- i

. 4
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979 ‘more’ executions than . any:,

“Board of Executive’ Ciemency re-;
viewed 'the case and' found: né:

nd attorney Susan Cary after,the;
sorry for killing someone.” . * - ;
“As the 24 witnesses filed out of -
"UPI. ‘reporter - and.
itness .Ken’ Soo. waved .a hands. .
wo : pastures. nearly.,500- yards;’

One of ‘the’ pastures had been

“The difference between David .

A
?

_those l;)ppos}ed ‘to'the death penal-:
‘ty. The, other was reserved: for, .
ithose in’favor.of it. More than 20..,. Chamber: of’ -Commerce * perfect’
arrived in. the death chamber, ' .'showed up, to, protest the. execu--

“Executions Equal. PreeMeditat- i

gavxd Leroy Washmgton‘ y

Sorry. for victimg’, famihee. S

other, it

began to sing We Shall Overgome.
The song floated eerily over the’
‘dew-wet fields and bright sun of a

“morning.”

But. as the song floated toward
the squat ugliness of the prison, a
-. grim-faced ‘Floyd Cone-Sr.' stared

~8Ccross the meadows and- remem-

hered his son.. .. .

'15\.; {
" "As S00's’ handkerchief began to'
“flutter, those opposed to the act -

.....

77On April11,°1981, Floyd Jr., 32,

a was shot ‘to death in Baldwin, a

' small town near Jacksonville, bv

: Edward Dean Kennedy, who now,

i “the father said, is on Death Row.

o YWhen' ycu’ve got a person sick

-‘like this in our society you've got

-1 to.remove him,” Cone said quietly,
:+in a gravelly baritone,

.. "I get no‘satisfaction in seeing a
person die, but I feel it might be a
"“deterrent.””

. ,' On the other, side of the fence,
. protesters wept over Washinton’s
‘passing, -

'“i, “The governor shouid be in the
‘Guinness Book of World Records,”

,-.sald Arthur Goode Sr. -of Fort

" Myers.  "He's" kiiiecl more people

..than anyone.”. " .

' Goode and his* wife Mildred

l: *have come'to each execution since

¢ their. son, Arthur ‘Goode Jr., was

- executed for murder April 6, 1984.

- “It's' murder,” Goode said. “The
longing never dies,” Cone said, his

hands jammed - deep into pockets.

~+H#The emptiness that comes into

;,"your life is ‘never filled.” . N

¥ 'Suddenly, from .a loudspeaker

i instde the ‘prison-a voice shouted:

< “Chow. time! Chow timei Stand by

your ‘bunks,” . .
Both thefCones and the Goodes .

i walked slowiy toward their cars.

LE
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\ ‘By BILL LUENING
:Horaid Staff Writar - .

rDavid Leroy Washington repen-

© seven’ years, nine months and 10"
Kidays after he murdered the first of
filthree victims in Dade County.
4 "Another murderer ‘scheduled to”

giminute stay affirmed} by the U.S
wSupreme-Court,: and | was mavedi-
mbuck to - Death”.Row - from :the -
1\special cell where-he was awaiting”
jsexecution.- Jimmie.Leé Smith, who
i;.iiled a mothen and her \daughter

Yy BILL LUENING
Herald Staff Writers R B

¥

“STARKE ~~The. condemned‘m

“urderer | "miet’his - family.and .. Galnesville ‘lawyer. Susan “Caryy,
- friends for- the: iinai time laten ‘and- Margaret Vandiver, all three:

- Thursday night.” et et
~Thirteen peopie came to say:
~good-bye to David Leroy Washing- .,
.ton through . the plate glass .
" restraining window in the grim
room for visitors in . Q Wing, the

© glte of Death Row. - . i
~Among them was his mother.
Julia Taylor Lane of Blountstown, .

. hlg stepfather, his brothet, his

g Vo A«'ua',‘-
; NN [

7 near Marianna in Gadsden County '
~in 1979, learned of the decisioni. '

}3 “tant* and calm, died~in Florida's, i dus
electric ‘chaiy Friday morning ' ‘;T

~.act' in "a-'saga- that. began in-
"September 1976 when he stabbed.
";to death Daniel Pridgen, then three;:

~dle Friday,“however, had a last-"'! deathi Kathrina Birk, 64, and then, ;|
on Sept. 29, abducted and stabbed "
. o death ‘University. .of ‘Miami:;
student Frank Mell, -+ . 715

““wife did not:come. Therer-'was Q)

1

b

-Sister _and_ others. Washington's. ..

follow Washington to the chair,

For Washington, it was the lastur

days_ later stabbed .and. shot tos

_.Washington pleaded guiity to

‘minister, Joe Ingle of the United
‘Church® of #Christ ~in* Nashville,

anti-death 'penalty - activists*and:
-friends, And there was Florence,:
- Washington’s - 12-year-old. ;iaugh - : LI
tel‘. * - v:J. " !
From 8 pm. to midnight, they - : '

talked ~over microphones and,.
through the-glass in the orange
and yellow Maximum - Security'.

Visiting Park.. It! was hard to heat. - United p}ess lnfgrnuﬂonal .

g N Ami'deathlpenalty demonstrator stands alone
"/ Please: turn 10 FINAL /264 rotunda. i in Capital .

e . S

Fime
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Y By R A ZALDIVAR

R 4 AR e »-"1\.31"

GWE weepsi_‘,

'IWN AF / fr_'om A o J?ﬁ . {gﬁldlt ov_ar~thethorrible A.thlng : he,

B thinkl he accepted that ‘he
whatWashington said Ingle recal- s would be: forgiven,” Ingle said.

.*‘And he finally forgave himself.”

i led. - At 'midnight, . all “but" Ingle, ..
f;Cary, his-mother, Julia and Flor-
‘i ence bade him farewell. - \
Those: ‘four. stayed for’ another
hour_in'a “contact_visit": during
which they were allowed in the
same room, to speak and touch.:"'It
was a palnful and difﬂcult scen X

: Herald Staff Writep <.~
if‘ David Leroy’ Washington Killed"
three people in’eight days during.

., i the fall of 1976, Two were elderly, i television,
u ‘ the third.was.a student .at’, the,-

University of Miami. :
-~ “Washington selected his victims .
.at random, plunging ~them from

i the routine of ordinary lives into .

sudden, fatal terror, Of his vic-

i.tims, two died quickly. The third ““the floor. From Birk, he took $8

- and change, He tied and gagged’

vwas stabbed 11 times. - .
- Washington took .the little ‘cash
they had, and stole cars that two
- of them owned.” * '
. The Rev. Daniel Pridgen worked
-.ata laitndromat in Liberty City. It -
© was there he befriended Washing-

-~ ton on Sept. 18. . o
Two days - later, Pridgen, 69; '

© was visited at* his home by -

" Washington. The young man turn-:

ed on.the older one, stabbing him ;

in the chest with a hunting knife.

Kathrina Birk, 64, was known in
her North Dade neighborhood as a

lady who liked ‘to- hold garage'

fof control: - Washington * had:"to

-~

TR a;' b7

n:’want to put on her glasses Her/-made her repeat it “I’m gonna
wifather insisted, - 2 mind Momma,” she-sald, sobbing,”
-Washington,” his hands mana~ "/~ clutching her father. “I’m going to
“eled,-was able to reach above the""love ‘everybodyt .-
;sobbing- girl's head.-and- drop his’'~ Then the'men came, and he put
'arms around ‘her’in an. embrace.” :: the girl .down, He told .everyone’
e sat down.in a flat-backed chair '.“goodbye. - “Florence just' stood:
nd hoisted her'onto his lap, It was " ’there and :watched them as they
he final ‘lecture.’ Admonitions. A’ led hér' daddy down,the hall to”
rayer.of -hope. die, Ingle said, ,his eyes brxm-»s
It my own fault 1 got here, ming..
he told her, “I'm the ong who got’.: 'As’ Ingle watched Washington}
tme here; =1 ‘want’ you t6 - make disappear down- the corridor,: he’
»Something of your life. Lwant you:heard the mother say some of the}
“to hit'the books, Mind. Mommak[his “few words she could manage, *My:
mother, Julia).”, -t oldests; You're: ‘my- oldest.” she
xtracted the' promise.‘ aid,. “, t least, now you Te. free "

Washington's. mother .wept, out

alm. her.” “You, crying"of all
eople,"«-he Csaldy 4“1 /
hought y0u were“ hestrongest

AT X

Leroy ‘Washington and tWO ace, '_gled to a bed, he was stabbed ll ‘
omplices. They kidnapped® Meliy.-times. in "the chest, The: wounds

nd” made:‘a’ ransom: call to “his(: were parallel to:each ‘other.» . “§
- family;  though  police” 1ater corx-ts In ‘confessing to , the murder,

B i cluded that the men meant to kill Washington said ‘he had placed a's
Unkown to the sisters. they fn+"‘Meli from the start, - - :piliow ‘over ' Meli’s head to’ mufﬂe‘
turn were being watched by Davi ' Three: days after his abd\uction, the sound of the Lord's Prayer.

. Leroy Washington. As the candi-(’ Meli was killed.. Tied spread-ean which Meli kept repeatmg
,.dates droned on, Washington- tore Ve

" the screen door with a-knife. <&
" He ordered the women.to lie on,

from. Indiana‘ watchmg Jimm
Carter and Gerald. Ford'" eba '“o“

7

the women. Birk, who had known |
:Washington for two years, shook™
" he gag loose. He stabbed her in the
.chest and shot- her once in:-the -
‘head. As she was dying, he. shot
" and stabbed the other three. -

Frank Meli, 20, was an-account-
-ing major at’ the. University of
Miami. When -he drove his red
~Camaro to the North Side Shop--
ping Center on Sept. 27, he:
thought he was going to meet &
-man who wanted to buy the car. -

Instead, he was ‘met’ by David’
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Vay cl

© ton's three death sentences Monday‘

TALLAHASSEE o= Floridas Su-

preme Court cleared the way yester-"
day for the natlon's first double state:
execution- since ‘capital punishment.

was -restored - elght years-ago,-Two
Killers are set to-die tomorrow.

The state’s: highest court rejected
6.0 the. mercy:appeal of Jimmy L.

a stay of execution for David, L,
Washington by the same vote,

The court also overruled a circuit
judge who had thrown out Wasmng

R pEa i sar e bidalt el

night.

on near Starke, where six other men
have heen electrocuted since 1979,

 Prison officials have not said who -

would be the first to be. strapped into

the electrie chair,
Smith and,.two:hours later, dissolved. -

Gov. Bob Graham’s June 15 wara

_rants remain in force until noon Fri-

day.
: Smith's attorneys will get another
chance to win a reprieve for their cli-

.t

o

Both mexi are scheduled to die at 7
-aJm. tomorrow at Florida State Pris-

ent ‘during a hearing today before

sisted the arguments were new and

~U.S. District Judge Roger Vinson in :
Pensacola, while Washington's attor-
neys sald they will ask a federal -
-judge in Miami to block the execus -

tion,

murders of three people in Miami.

raised consututlonalfqﬁestlons that*

merited a reprieve.
-But the Supreme Court disagreed. -

Smith, 30, is under his second death -
, S ,warrant for the May 1, 1978, stabbing-

Washington, 34, is under his third -
death warrant for the September 1976

strangulation of Bonnie Ward and her
12-year-old .daughter, Douna Strick-

. land. They were killed near Marian-

State prosecutors said Washing-- na,

ton’s new lawyers were simply argu-
.+ ing legal issues that had been litigat-

ed in other courts.

The prisoner’s public defenders Xn-;.

Sara - Bleakley, Smith’s volunteer
lawyer, argued that a psychiatric re-
port on Her client from a reform

_school near Max'ianna had been with

PRSI

held by the state and that she should |
have a-full-blown hearing to deter-

_ mine if the report could help Smith’s l

‘ease, - u:a .

But the ]ustices three«page opinion
in Smith's case appeared to follow the ‘
arguments presented by Assistant.

. State Attorney Ray Marky, who said:

defense lawyers had ample time dur-

" ing Smith's nearly six years on Death

Row to raise all appeal issues.:

i electrocuted, Smith and Wash-;lx

(See STAGE, Page B2)

'\h

Staoe set for double executlon tomorrow

v ,) (From Page B-1)

’ ,,,mgton would be the 21st and 22nd
prisoners to be executed since the -

U8, Supreme Court restored capital
i .punishment in 1976. No state has exe-
~cuted two men in one day since then.
»Florida has executed a nationwide
hlgh of six men since the landmark
. ruling,
The last double execution in Flori-

“'da occurred in May 1964,

Washington had won a reprieve on

.\Saturday and again on Monday from

Circuit Judge Herbert Klein of Mi-
ami, Klein also threw out the prison-

er’s death sentences, saying he found -

statements made by, the prosecutor
during Washington's 1976 $entencing
improper. ..

Richard Burr, Washmgtons public
defender, had convinced Klein that

the prosecutor had no right to argue'

his client should receive the death

a college student who asmred to be a

tax lawyer, ’

Burr said to compare the worth of
a defendant’s life to that of his victim
has been ruled improper by federal

. courts,

Smith’s initial mercy plea was re-
jected Monday by Circuit J udge Rob-
ert McCrary of Marianna, who at the
end of the hearing declared: “I'll do’
all T can to see that he [Smith] gets .

.killed before I die.”
penalty, in part, because he had killed *. AR

.McCrary is the judge who sent
Smxth to Death Row six years ago.

o0
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Fsswaied Press .
& STARKE — Federal Judges grani
_ed tem porary reprieves yesterday to .
; a pair |of Kkillers who were fo die this
. morning, but. Florida still had untl
; nocn tomorrow to éxecute ‘the men
who killed a total of five people. .
U.S. District Judge Eugene P "
7 Spellman denied the petition of mass ‘
.. murderer ‘David L. Washington of Mi-
" ami but’ gram‘.ed a stay until 6:33 am. .
. tomorrow 1o give appea.s courts tzme
! to revzew his denial . 50 »
Jlmmy Lee Smith, who Iﬂlled two
people‘ niear. Mananna, won a delay .
- eamer from the 1ith U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals less than 12 hours.
“ before s elec~
© trie chalr :

T

F oﬂda' mmates“wm

[

\ \\R\Q >

e 13

o

3_‘ Both men ongmally asked to be ex-
_ecuted but have since mounted in- -
“tense appeals to avoid execution, * -

¥ Meanwhile, in Atlanta a federal ap”

! peals court refused last night to block

- the executmn of Georgia Death Row'*

2 hvon R Stanley b
ppeals To Supreme Court

* inmate Ivon R. Stanley, who was" "% .

scheduled to die just after midnight. -
‘, ‘A three—]udge panel of the 1ith US.
~ Circuit Court of Appeals ruled ina .
; two-page order that Starley’s petition -
; raised| arguments that had already -
_béen denied in aii earlier appéal In- i
. the Iatest plea, his lawyers contended
- that the death penalty in Georgia has
- been appled ma racmlly dzscmmna
tory mianner.: :
. The [judges sald they found “relxef
" canbe granted only if the ends of jus- .
tice require it; we conclude that the
*ends of justice do niot warrant relief.”
P Georgla Attorney General Mike.
" Bowers said he understood Stanley’s
lawyers were taking the case to the
. U.Sl Supreme Court. S

(From Page Al)

-+ ¢ hearing
* {rby his trial lawyer

’rent lawyers and reading the trial re-

T cord the judge concluded that the

el ongmal defense atbomey could not

" $hiave changed the otcome of the trial
Wish.

f"bepause ‘of Smith’s, death wi
& Washmgtons atio; eys have

and ov

?'Flonda iﬁﬁjates ,‘W_‘m_ repﬂeves

Georga_kﬂler s"appeal demed:

. > But after questioning Srmth’s cur- -

claxmed a prosecutcr at Tiis 1976 trial
in M.ann‘made mproper. statememts_ L E

"ve, SURt9- &
‘on Monday_f__had bk}cked Wash:

* I Flotda, USS. District Judge Rog.

“er Vinson of Pensacola, citing Smith’s

“death w:shes denied his request for
a stay after a nearly four hour hear-

g i
‘Attorzeys unmedlately appealed o

“the 11th Circuit in Atlanta. Although
"that court granted d stay, it also seta

hearing for thxs mormng to hsten to
' arguments

Death Warrants that Gov Bob Gra-
Ram signed on the killers are good

_ thréugh noon toMOITOW.

Vinson, ruling in Smith’s case, sa1d

“he initially thought the killer should

' stay for an ewdence-gathenng
v(See FLORlDA Page A- 14)

Washmgton, 34, is under hlS thlrd
"‘warrant for a 19-day- robbery:
abduction rampage in which prosect-
‘tors said he killed University of Mi-
“arni student Frank Meli, elderly Mi-

minister Daniel Pridgen.’”

in a staté oecurred June 22, 1985,
“wl’en Kansas executed George R
» York, 22, 2nd James D. Lantham, for'
* one of seven murders that they ‘had:
bragged the) comrmtted. On April 5,

99 times since it began electrocuting
nsoners m 1924, Brad.ord salé. ‘

ami resident Kairina Birk and

“The nation’s last double executmn

each execntedk

,May 12, 1964, when if put’ cm:wic:?;ed:§
kiflers Emmett Blalce 4nd Sie Daw-:
 executed:

U"ﬂ L W

((7
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! By Frank LoMonte
_ Staff writer -

STARKE — Twelve'year-old Flor-,
ence Washngton sat on her father’s”

* lap and said a last tearful’ goodbye
. just ¢ after 1 am. yesterday. s

S1x hours later, her father Dav1d

Leroy Waslungton, was strapped into™
' the eleciric chair at Flonda State

Prison and executed for the murder

. of three Dade County resuients dur-’
Inga nine-day killing spree

“T want you to Jook at me. I’m the

* 6né who got me here. I want you to

ol s

R

do better,” Rev. Joe Ingle of Nash-:

“ville, Tenn,, quoted the pnsoner as

saying during the visit..

" Washington, who was pronounced
dead at 7:09 ari.,; was the fifth man
to die in Flonda’s glectric chair this .
year and the seventh to be executed
in the state since Florida resumed en-"-

: xorcement of the death penalty m
1918 T ]

Death Row mmate Jirnmie Lee

* Smith, who was convicted of murder-
.ing two Mariarma women in 1978, also-

was scheduled to be execuled yester-
day morning. But Smith won a stay -
from the iith U.S. Circuit Court of -
Appeals in Atlanta on Thursday,
which was upheld by tne U S Su-
preme Court,” -~

‘Washington had survwed two other

3 death warrants, one in March 1981,
" and the other a month later. He and

* Smith were scheduled to be executed
. Thursday morning, but they won 2"
" temporary stay when the Atlanta ap- -
. peals court decided Wednesday to

postpone the executions for 24 hours.’
But Washington’s luck,— -and his

" appeals — finally ran out Thursday.

After hearing oral arguments from

) ;Wasmngton s lawyers, the federal ap-

peals court vacated the stay and the

. US. Supreme Court upheld that dect-,

: sion Thursday night. - TR T

The 34-year-pld Miami natlve never

denied killing University of Miami -
* student Franc Meli, 20, Miami resi- .

- dent- Katrina Birk, 64, “and m]mster

: Daniel Pridgen, 69, and has expr’ ‘egsed |

remorse for His crimes.. One anti< By
. death penalty protester standing out-

side'the prison read an excerpt from

"an interview Washington gave sever-
: alvearsagomwlnchhe said he was
‘sorry for his misdeeds..

“I dor’t care about my | }zfe IV feel
1gwe Wash-

e gt S

- Commg Dafk

. Those who wsned wrch Washmgton

‘hours before his death say the con: .
" demned mian was more concerned

about the grief he had caused his own
~ family and the relatives of his victims -
than about his own impending deatir

"“He was able to forgive himself bes
cause he felt he was forgiven. And'i
think that’s beautiful,” Ingle said. -

In Miami, Meli’s mother, Dolores
Meli Lo Proto, said she didn’t believe

‘Washmgton s earller apoloqes“‘m

court for the crimes.- g
“Why didn’t he think of that when

he was stabbing Frankie in the

chest?” she said “Why didn’t he feel .

bad when Frankie was saymg the

‘Our Father? ». ., :
“My son was tied up for two days,
stabbed 11 times in the Chest,” she

.said. “That, o me, was cold blooded

murder.”, - -

‘ ashmgbon was served alast meal

of fried shrimp and oysters, freach

fries, lemonade, a half-pint of vanilla

ice cream, hot rolls and catsup, said -

prison spokesman Vernon Bradford.
Ingle said Washington faced the -

‘prospect of death calmly, tryingtore- .

assure his family that their lives-.

could go on after his death. Witnesses . -
" tothe “execution said Washington was

calm and unemotional, even flashing
a grin at the witnesses and chatting
with the guards who were bmdmg
hmz into the chair.

Moments before the sw1tch was
thrown, Washington used his final
statement to apologize to the families
of the people he murdered.. ‘-

- «T would like to say to the families '

ofaﬂmywcumslamsorryforall
the grief and heartache I have-
brought fo them,”’ Washingten said.
_“If my death bnngs them any sahs—
factmn, so be itz Comaent

- over a few words and then correcting
“himself. “I’m kma of nervou& Thals
an‘” LT e , .t ’-'; {;
Wath that, a metal restramt was
“clamped around his jaw and a black -
leather hood was fastened over his ™
head'{o hzde his lace fmm the 40 of-

T «Pd like fo say to all the guys~on -
Death Row, dor't bow fo defeat with-
out 2 nght,” he continued, stumbling

. After checkmgto fnake sure there '
‘were ng last-minute stays, Prison S
5 nmendent chl}ard Degger nodd@

v SR e



(rrom  Page A 3)

‘sﬂenﬂy ,to‘the hooéed execution

With 'a dell thunk; the 1ever was

thrown and 2,000 yolts of eleciric cur- -
a.hrough W ashmgton s. |

rent cycled
body.

clenched tightly as soon as the cur-
rent surged into him and droplets of
persplratmn ‘beaded on his body Da-
'vis said there was no smoke, as the

had been wit several prev1‘ us_ e-
“cutions. :

o
. One and one-half minutes after the
swztch was engaged, the current was |
shut off. Prison physician Dr. Cahn-

guyen “éxamined Washmgton S
and ‘chest for signs of [life and,

fmdmg none, sxgnaled to Dugger that
Washington's body was iaken tof_,"» s Dav:d Leroy Washington'
Alachua General Hospital in| Gaines- .

ville for a routine autopsy, after"; VR e
‘ death since the Supreme Com’t rem—

" stated capital punishment in 1976.°

Wa.shmgton was dead.

whzch he will be cremated:.

Washington’s execution made hlm'

the second black in Florida and the’
three black-bordered death warrants

221d inmate aauonwzde to b‘e put to

Wxtness M:ke Davxs, news dn‘ector ]
for, Jacksonvﬂles WOKYV' and WAIV- -
Tadio stanons, ‘said Wasmnoton S flsts )

Apologlzed to fam:lles_

Gov. Bob Graham, who signed the

on Washmgton, released 2 statement
moiments after Washingion’s death
saying that the case has had “exhaus-
tive judicial analysis and review”

that gave the convmted kﬂler ample

time for appeals. -
“This process has assured that the

5 'consmuﬁonal rights of the accused
- were fully protected,” Graham said
.1 in the statement. “The execution of
"1 the sentence assures that.the rights

of the people of Florida are afforded -

" similar protection.™: :

* About 40 anti-death penalty protest:
ers and a handful of pro-death penal- -

i ty demonstrators gathered in the cow .

pasture across the street from the
prison to keep a vigil. The protesters

sang hymns, waved signs and, vented
their anger over the execution.: .
- Among the protesters were Arthwr :
Godde Jr. and his wife Mildred, of the -
Fort Myers area. Their son Arthur .
Goode IIT was executed on April 5 for

" raping and killing a 9-year-old boy. -

Mrs. Goode said she and her hus- -

" band felt their presence “would do a

little good and make some impres-
sion” in support of the anu—death pen-
a]ij movement. . :







A Liller’s life
touches 3 on
the ‘outside’

... And no one feels
good about Death Row
inmate Arthur Goode.

By CHRISTOPHER BOYD
Herald Staff Writer

Ken White is a Lee County firefighter
and a contented family man. He also is a

“man who wants Arthur Frederick Goode Ii1

dead.
In the past three weeks, White has col-

"Jected 1,500 signatures asking for Goode’s
.- electrocution. '

“I"m not a bleod-thirsty vigilante,” White
said. “But Arthur Goode is an imperfect
creation. He killed a little boy and he should
die for that.”

A Lee County Circuit Court judge sen-
tenced Goode to die in March 1977 for the
rape and murder of 9-year-old Jason Ver-
Dow of Cape Coral. On May 2, more than
six years later, a U.S. Court of Appeals
overturned Goode’s sentence.

“When I heard that, I became enraged,”
‘White said. “I thought that this ain’t justice.
I thought that if Jason were my child, that
sucker would have never made it to jail.”

Jason’s partially nude and badly beaten
body was found om March 6, 1976 in a
clump of palmettos in North Fort Myers. He
had bite marks over much of his body, had
been sexually abused and been strangled
with a belt.

Blames bleeding hearts

“ visited with the parents of the liitle
boy after he was killed,” White said. “Their
grief was terrible. But Arthur Goode is still
alive, and I've got to believe its because of
these bleeding hearts trying to protect him
and other murderers.”

Goode lives on Death Row in the Florida
State Penitentiary at Starke where he has
been one of 203 inmates sentenced to die in
Florida’s electric chair. Goode was also sen-
tenced to life in prison for a2 raping and
murdering a boy in Virginia.

The 29-year-old inmate sees few people.
Prison officials say he frequently flies into
rages in his cell, yelling to his jailers to
bring him young boys to rape.

On calmer days, Goode writes letters —
to the governor, judges, newspapers and his
parents. Last month, he wrote The Balti-
more News-American: “Be advised. I de-
mand my ‘execution’ be carried out as soon
as possible and I am being ‘denied’ my legal
right to ‘die.” ”

He vacillates between waating to live
and die. In 1979, he even said that he had
developed an interest in astronomy so pow-
erful that it could overcome his lust for lit-
tle boys.

Throughout Goode’s incarceration, his
68-year-old parents have visited him at
least once a month.

“It's like terminal cancer,” said Arthur
(Bud) Goode Jr. “It’s a slow death for us.
We ain’t been living, really, for seven years
now.”

TIse him for studies

The senior Goode said he never wants his
son released from prison, but ke believes he
should be allowed to live and used in psy-
chiatric studies.

“Ever since Freddy was three years old,
he has wanted to destroy himself,” Bud
Goode said. “He’s just wrapped, I guess. He
just doesn’t think like other people.”

The Goodes moved to a small Pine Island
retirement bungalow from Maryland in No-
vember 1975. The senior Goode, & retired
milkman and water-company worker, said

JEFCS LEEN / Miami Herald Bureau

Mildred and Bud Geode in their Pine Island cottage. They still visit their son once a month.

A mother’s poem for her son awaiting execution

On i Dec. 19, 1982, Arthur Frederick
Goode’s mother, Mildred, wrote this poem
about her son’s pending death sentence:

My !son is on Death Row;/dear God, how -

can it be!

He was always e troubled child /always a
bit bel‘zind.

I go to bed at night and toss till 3/or I
wake up at 5, and roll the years back;froll

the years back like reflections in @ mirror.

He always was a troubled child;jalways
Iooking for a friend who was not there./He
loved animals, he had a black dog/And a
Siamese cat, he wouldn't hurt a fly.

Dear God, he's on Death Row;/How can
this be!

It’s I0 years now, it seems like forever./
When I see him, he’s 28, but he looks 15/

you see, he was always a litile behind/
Mothers always know.

Dear God, how could this have happen-
ed?/I loved children, I tried to be a good
mother./My heart almost bursts with grief
of what he did./with what happened /I pray
every night for those left behind.

Dear God, I love my sonifit’s in your
hands now/Dear God, how can this be!

he and his wife, Mildred, were ready to
cash in on the good life.

“We hadn't been here 31 months when
Freddy came down here on the train,”
Goode said. “Less than a month later, they
found fthat boy dead.”

After the murder, Freddy Goode went
north to Virginia, where he raped and killed
Kenny Dawson, 11, and kidnaped Billy
Artis,| 10, committing homosexual acts on
hira for nearly two weeks.

"“He was a change-of-life baby,” Mildred
Goode said, wringing her hands. “He was
born early and they put him in an incubater
with exygen — they say that does some-
thing to the brain.”,

Milred Goode said she will never have
the happiness she had hoped for in old age.

“If [this had' happened to us when we
were 35, Lord knows, it might have been
easier|to handle,” she said. “Now, I wish it

would end for all of us. I sometimes wish
Freddy could just die a patural death. I
think he would be better off.”

Execution is unlikely

Last year, Freddy Goode came very close
to dying in the way his parents fear most.

-In February 1982, Gov. Bob Graham
signed Goode's death warrant and he spent
four weeks on death watch, close io the
electic chair that Florida has only used once
since 1964. In the end, he received 2 stay of
executjon from the U.S. Court of Appeals.

The most recent federal appellate court
ruling makes it seem uniikely Goode will
face execution soon, if ever. Charles Corces
Ir., the Florida assistant attorney general
handling the Goode case, has filed for the
court to rehear the case, which he believes
could take more than a year.

“This case went through three appeals to
the Florida Supreme Court,” Corces said.
“Each time, the court upheld the sentence.
in doing so, it also confirmed that the death
sentence was proper.”

If the appeals court does not grant & new
hearing, Corces said, the state would appeal
to the U.S. Supreme Court. He said it is un-
certain what would happen if both courts
refused to hear the case again.

Witbur C. Smith IIi, Goode’s attorney,
said he believes the appellate decision will
stand and the state will allow Goode to
serve a life sentence. He said resentencing
Goode would likely require a new trial,
which he said he doubts would occur.

For Goode’s parents, the appeliate court
ruling didn’t feel like a victory.

“Mr. Smith called us up after the ruling
and said we had won,” Mildred Goode said.

] know better. We can never win now.”
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By BRIAN BLANCHARD .. = -
Herald Staff Writer ; -

PINE TSLAND — Just before leaving on what she,
thought might be her last trip to Death Row to see
. her son, Mildred Goode-sighed.

" “If he could just die of a natural death...” - -
Mildred Goode's soft voice trailed off. She has suf-.
fered two heart attacks In recent years. She lets her-.

sure, talk foudly about injustice. ;

L&M cigarets,
‘Bud, and Mild

Jotids
iSaturday, just hefors:

=" We feel a lot of relief. an ; i
-tlon,” Bud Godde said Thursday.~ i/ "1
[ © -~ Thereprieve gives Bud Goode mote time to argue

“tnember

1.4

the border-line; mentally retarded persot théy figured
“him to'be <~ with special’education classes.in the pub-
lic schools,’mémbership in a Boy Scout Troop for the
retarded, two years in a school for the retarded and,
-‘finally, corifinement in a mental hospital. - .
" The pale, dark-haired:Arthur Goode of today’s
‘headlines ‘and newscasts, was born when Mildred
. Goode was 39. She had already given birth to three
‘girls, then aged 20, 15 and 10.

All are now housewives — two live in Maryland,
one in Largo, Fla. The two Maryland sisters were pre-
paring Saturday to see their-brother for the first time
since escorting him to a Maryland mental “hospital
after the first of two murders. They said they never
knew Freddy very well because le was so much
younger, : . . .

' “He:was more happy to see his sisters after all
these years than he was-te learn about the stay,” Bud
Goode said of the family’s visit with Freddy at Starke
on Monday.

At home family members called Freddy — a skin-.
ny kid with passions for ice cream, predicting the
weather-and long bicycle rides — a pantywaist.

As a young boy, he was terrified of being left
alone with other children in school and at parties.
Later, he would sit at home all day and listen to the
radio and play records. ’

‘He never kept a male playmate for long, .

“He liked to play with the little girls instead of
boys,” said Bud Goode.

But as he grew older, Freddy became obgessed
with little boys. And the obsession always spelled
trouble. When he was seven, his parerits noticed that
fie liked to rub against 4 cousin, another boy, in a way
the cousin didn’t care for. L g

By the time Freddy was 13, he had earned notorie~
ty in his suburban Washington, D.C., neighborhood
for fondling younger boys and asking.them to sit in

his lap.

ef tves :
to, continue fight for their son’s life

“1 egulil take anything but an execution,” she said. -

husbagd, Bud, who has a history of high blood pres- .

He needs little prompting and stops only to light.

des-say they" treated their onlyson like" ~ child. ~molestation: ““The" victim  Wasit phy

fi

_The first arrest’ ame In 1972, The charg wlai§

harmed. Freddy, then 18, got probation, '~

tered a Maryland mental hospital ‘for .the first time
when he was 19. .- - o : :
: ~.He wasn’t violent during those days, members of
his: family say. Just meody, irrational and physically
affectionate with boys, SIS

. *“We took him to the doctors [psychologists} vight
from the beginning,” said Mildred Goode. “He was 2
puzzle to all of them,” =~ @ -, %, o e

- The Goodes; who called Freddy their change-of-
life baby, figure that Mildred Goode's approaching
menopause: stunted their son's mental capacity at
birth. - -

At 21, Freddy had the mental age of a 13-year-old.

“He would talk all right,” said Bud Goode. “He
looked all right — " . L

** — but he never had too much good reasoning,”
said Mildred Goode.. =

It landed him on Death Row. Gov. Bob Graham
signed Goode’s death warrant Feb. 5.

Until the fedéral stay of execution Sunday,
Goode’s family thought he would die Tuesday morn-
ing. On Monday, the judges set a date of April 19 to
review Goodé's March 1977 murder trial, They decid~
ed to review posible violations of his constitutional
rights. :

The issue goes Beyond constitutional rights to
questions of decency, say the Goodes,

“I'm ashamied T'm living in the United States,”
sald -gravel-voiced Bud Goode, a stocky, retired milk-
man and water and sewer inspector. “I want the
American people to know they are executing a re-
tarded boy.” - .

In dozens of letters and statements during the last
siX years, Freddy Goode, who will be 28 on March 28,
sald he deserved to be put fo death for the March
1976 homosexual murder of nine-year-old Jason Ver~
Dow of Cape Coral., e :

e

Other ‘arrests soon followed. Freddy Goode én-

‘parents time

BRIAN BLANCHARD / Mismi Herald Bureay

-Mildred and Bud Goode say they did everything they could to protect others-

from their son = and Freddy from himself. o : :

~'the case.fol his son. It gives Mildred - more time to re- o Tt :
3 i DR

VerDow: was sexually molested and killed, ac-

“eording to & medical &xaminer’s testimony, by stran-
_gulation with-'4 smooth cord. It happened near a

school bus stop in Cape Coral, 19 miles from the
Goode- home,. where Freddy Goode was. staying for
one month. AR ’

Two-weeks later, after Goode réturned to the

“Washington. area, - Kenneth. Dawson, 11, of Falls
* Chureh; Va,, died the same way. -

Goode admitted. committing both murders, -both

-times after walking away: from the same minimum

security Maryland mental hospital.

Goode entered the- hospital in 1975 after being
charged with nine counts of child molestation and
convicted with two. He took a hus to-Pine Island in
March 1976, when VerDow was killed. -

+ Two sisters took him back to the hospital one
month later, He walked away before the sisters left
the hospital. That's when Dawson died. .

Before his trial in Fort Myers, Goode fired lawyer
Smith and tried to defend himself. :

Goode argued that he was sane and guilty, “At
that time he wanted to be found guilty and to be exes -
cuted,” said Bud Goode. 3

In a press conference at Florida State Prison last
week, Goode reversed his earlier stand and said” his
life should be spared to provide psychiatrists a chance .
to-study his pedophilia, the abnormal sexual desire for
children, -

. That's the position Goode’s parents have taken
since he was locked up on Death Row. -

Though Mildred Goode speaks wistfully of a quiet,
natural death for her only son, Bud Goode has worked
SIX years to try to get his son off Death Row, into an
institution and under the scrutiny of students of the
criminal mind. . g

“There are almost 1,000 people waiting to go
through what my son is going through” on the na-
tion’s death rows, Goode said.. “Why not study him
and try to prevent future Arthur Goodes?”

The Goodes say they know ef no jarring event in

" Arthur F

United Press Interna
rederick Goode 15 escorted from a
Virginia court after his arrest in 1976 oif”
murder charges., ’

their son’s life that would explain his brutal actions,
“The police don’t know what to do, the judge§' 1%
don’t know what to do, the mental hospitals don'l: | *
know what to do, so when things go wrong theyf
want to kill Freddy,” said Bud Goode. , 41
-+ The Goodes left Freddy in the Maryland institui
tion and retired to Pine Island in November 197
They thought he would be safe there, but he escape
Communication hitches kept the Goodes fron -
sending their son back sconer than they did, they say
Bud Goode said Freddy called homé and told h
parents he had left the Maryland mental {nstitutio
and was on his way to Florida, The father immediates
ly called his Maryland attorney, asking him to aler(
the hospital that his parents would send Freddy back.
The lawyér “was very busy,” said Goode, It took
time to reach the lawyer and when Goode did, the
lawyer “said to sit tight,” said Goode. : 5
It was three weeks before the lawyer had notified -
the hospital that Freddy Goode would be returning
voluntarily, said Goode. B
One evening in March just after Freddy arrived,
Bud Goode's retirement was shattered during a local:
newscast that described the murder of Jason Ver-
Dow. . N
Bud Goode thought of Freddy, sleeping in the next,
room. y
“I shook him awake and asked him point blank if
he killed that boy. He said ‘no.’ :
The “no” became “yes” a few months later.
Bud and Mildred Goode had hoped to settle jnto a R
casual life of fishing and leisure on the Gulf when;
they bought their home in this retirement and fishing’
community northwest of Fort Myers in 1972, S
Now the small motorboat in their front yard gets;
wet only when it rains. ‘ -5
Bud stays inside with Mildred, reading legal opin~;
ions, talking to reporters and writing daily letters
their son, R
Bud and Mildred Goode sign each letier “Love,
Mom and Dad.” o

PR



’Death row famllles get Ilttle sympathy

Assoclatod Preas

GAINESVILLE . The famlhes .of !
Florida's death'row inmates ate themselves -
. imprisoned by isolation and fear and bom- ‘»
barded by the glare of publicity and hatred
from the outside world, says-a University of
Florida (UF) soclology professor.

© “The families are a lot like those of =~
terminally ill patients, but the loved ones of -
the 190 men on Florida’s death row don’t
turn to each other for support nor do they. -
have soci tys sympathy,” says professor |
Michael adelet #
The researcher said death row famlhes
experience the same anticipatory grief as
thOSe of the teiminally ill-and can be sub- "
]ected to ‘undue pg;ychologlcal and: socxal
* stress if death js del indefinitely. -

- “BECAUSE OF THE public ‘sup:
port for executions, ‘ fﬁcult for the

: 0. ple sympath 1
plight,” Radelet said, “The mlhes must ;
. bear the added’ welght of knowm_g thelr.

sought by others .

S C g s
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its stigma,
“icide’; victims suffer . immensely, their

" Over the last three years, Radelet-and’

. Florida State University graduate student *

‘Margaret Vandiver spent 400 hours each
visiting death row inmates at Florida State

“ Prison, and getting to know them and thelr

- ‘familiés. .
. They teamed up with UF soclology-_
professor Dr. Felix Berardo, a marriage and

family expert, and the resulting study will

be published in the Journal of Family Is-
sues next year. -

-THE RESEARCHERS found R
'vnrtually{all death row familiées are poor.’

_Few can afford regular visits. -
- One 78-year-old arthritic. mother rode
a bus to a town near the Starke prison, then
“hitchhiked the final 15 miles to see ] her son:
. on weekends. . .
- Radelet'says that like the fam:lles of the
victims, death row-families “bear no direct
esponslbxllty for the erime, but they suffer
.+ whereas thé families of hom-

suffering usually peaks relatively. quickly,

Lo and they can begin the slow reconstruction
: of then' lives,” he said in a release Monday

W WM\‘,;‘L.
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. When' he was 12, "his:
- sending him to'a birthday; ,
éet,~Freddy;was'-fr‘_o‘z;en:wnthf thec

e}t(}imep'rty as

§n’t matteriwhat hig - o
hether it wags life in -
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het:t
. oin ‘
became concerned:
a-psychiatrist af

_ ., - Goodes, began escorting
't think it~ .Sunday to s

-teacher
he knew -
1 consulting the.,
r student each

edoctor, . .
rs to (I ives or dies.- wasn’ y -however; before "this
/6 (Jason’s still have to'deal. . y and Freddy’s therapy i
- with the fact it happened, When he's ex ording to his p
: cuted; we'll fee] justice has been:done; I : :
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ifwe

Lty that he's allowed to stay. alive.-
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- Wordslike “schizophye “retarded?’ -
+and “minimal brain damage” wet  bandied
-_about; hut the only. thing for dertain was

that: dy was a'certified pedophile (an :
£ with an‘abnormal sexual desire for |
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[ On Feb. 8, Gov. Bob Graham signed -a
death warrant for Arthur Frederick Goode I,

: Goode, 27, was convictedin 1 977 of sexual-
ly assaulting and murdermg a 9—year—old boy .

near Fort Myers. He also has been convicted
and sentenced. to life in prison for-a similar
crime in Virginia. Goode is scheduled to be
executed in Florida’s electric chair at 7 a.m.
March 2. Because his case is being ap-
pealed, it is unlikely that the execution will

- take place as planned. Goode's bizarre and .

brutal behavior has made him one of the
most hated men on death row. His parents
say that their son is insane and should not be
executed. Others, obviously; disagree. What
follows is the first of a twospart examination
of the case of Arthur Frederick Goode Ill. W

March 6, 1976. Bud Goode sat watching the -

- 11 o’clock news in his home with a mounting
sense of apprehension.

In a nearby room, Goode’s son, 21-year-old.

Arthur Frederick Goode III — known as
Freddy to-his family — lay in.a sound sleep.
- Freddy had arrived in Florida about two
weeks earlier from Maryland, where he had
‘been in deep trouble. Facing multiple charges
of child molestation, Freddy had cut a deal
with authorities there. In exchange for dis-

~ missal of most of the charges, Freddy had:
agreed to enter a mental hospital for treat-

ment. That had been done, but Freddy had
tired of treatment, walked out of the hogpital
and made his way to the house near.Fort
Myers to which his parents had retired.
Bud Goode says now that he and his wife
were making arrangements for Freddy to re-

turn to a hospital but that red tape was com:

_ plicating the process, -

Whatever the delay, it proved to be fatal .

for 9-year-old Jason VerDow.

“THE BIG LOCAL story on the news of-
March 6 was that Jason’s body had beeri found"
..in awooded area. The child had been repeat-

\
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edly molested and strangled after being lured
from a’school bus stop the day before.
Bud, a coiled spring of a man who has suf-

- fered from high blood pressure since the age of

21, felt his stomach tighten as he watched the
account of the ‘VerDow murder Finally, he
could take it no longer. Charging into his son’s
room, he yanked the pasty faced young man

~ from his bed. -

Bud insists that he dldn’t yell at Freddy,

* but his voice was loud enough to attract the
“attention of at least one nelghbor ,
“Did you kill that boy?” Bud roared “Did
“you kill that boy?” | :
Freddy denied having anything to do with .

the crime arnd, less than a week later, his par-

" ents brought him to St. Petersburg and put
himon'a train to Washmgton where he was to~

re-enter a mental hospital.

When he got to the hospital, Freddy dldn’t :

like what he saw, so he again simply walked
out thé door. From the hospital, he kidnapped

" a.10-year-old Maryland boy, who was with him

when he also abducted a'boy in Virginia. .
The Maryland boy survived his ordeal, but

Kenneth Dawson, 11, of Falls Church, Va. met -

the same fate as Jason VerDow. '
. Now, almost six’ years later, Bud and Mll-

Mlldred and Bud Goode say’ thelr son should be declared i msane

‘dred Goode sit on their wmd—swept back

porch, s1p bourbon highballs and plead for
their son’s life. -

BUD, WHO SPENT 29 years as a milk

delivery driver and 12 years as a water and

- sewer ,mspector in.Maryland before retiring to
‘Florida in 1975, is still lean and muscular at 67.

- Bud is aself-described “hothead,” and bltter-
- ness clings to his words like grapes to a vine.

“What does it take to be declared insane in

Florida?” he demands as he flres up another 3

. L&M cigarette. :

. Without waiting for an answer, he inhales.
‘the cigarette smoke deeply and pomts to a

household pet.
“ guess you got to be like that dog on four

legs and ‘be walking around barking before o

you’re dedlared mcompetent i

AP

" Mildred Goode a soft—spoken woman
whose heart weakened by angina pectoris

.- .sends shafts of pain through her arms and:
_chest when she hears bad news about Freddy

— which is often — agrees.

She hands a visitor a fading photograph of

her son. It was taken in grammar school —a
snapshot of the child rnolester as a child.

. “Look at the eyes,” she says. “Have you
ever seen such troubled eyes? Even then, he
was different, not normal, Look at the eyes.
You can see the trouble there.” .-

v

The voice at the other end of the telephone

line is wary, guarded. Lance VerDow explains

that his parents do not wish to talk about his
brother Jason’s death or Freddy Goode.
Time will heal many things, but the

,wounds left by the murder of a child have to be
among the slowest to mend, If they mend at

all. A
LANCE; WHO IS 23, was 17 when Ja-

son was abducted and murdered by Freddy.

- Unlike his Pparents, Lance will vent his

. emotions,
~“My parents have had people after 'em to -
. talk for six years,” he says. “Life goes on, but

we just don’t like to be reminded of it all the

. time. .. Butyou can’t get'away from it.  have -

people who come up to me and ask, ‘Was that
your brother?’ I've adjusted to.it pretty well;

- I'm not about to run from it. Maybe if he’s ex- -

ecuted, we would have the whole mess over
with, and we wouldn’t have to keep reading
about itin the newspapers or seeing it on tele-
vision.

. “I think thls case represents a breakdown

in the JudlClal system, when thé system lets a .

person get in the condition (Freddy’s) in and
' See CORNWELL, 6-B
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