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George W. Barnard, M.D. 
1725 Southwest 6th Terrace 
Gainesville, Florida 32601 

Phone: 904-375-7479 
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DIOCESE OF SAINT AUGUSTINE 

MINISTRY FOR JUSTICE AMD RECONCILIATION 

Mjt 
412 N.E. 16th Avenue, Suite 25 

904-372-6006 

Gainesville, Florida 32601 

904-376-9764 

April 13, 1984 

Dear Mr and Mrs Goode : 
Hope all went well on the trip back 

to St. James city . I know it will take a long time for the 
hurt and grief to heal and to let go of Freddy now as he is 
with his God. Time is a great healer and I know too that 
you will draw from the richness of your own faith and put your 
confidence in the risen Lord, knowing that He alone can heal 
our brokenness and mend our sorrows. This was a terrible 
thing for anyone to have to go through and more so that 
Freddy was so far from being a normal human being, and for 
the state to extinguish his life. That being the worst of 
all evils. 

Perhaps now you will have the peace of knowing that he is not 
being tortured and abused in a sytem whose intent is to crush 
all that is good ou:b of the human beings entrusted to their 
caring • And the state call this ~'.-rehabilitation" and for those 
of us who know better we cringe at such barbarity. For those 
who do such things there can be little peace and less happinn
ess • We must not use the tools the state did .•• that of 
revenge and hate. That would be lowering ourselves tb their 
level and value systems. Let us never be found wanting in 
our forgiveness and love. That is what Jesus' death and 
Resurection was all about. 

Next week will be Holy Week, that special time in the church 
when all our sufferings seem so minute as compared to our 
Redeemer and Lord's and this gives us some consolation and lots 
of hope . 

It was a graee£illed time working with you as we grieved to 
try and understand and for us to be present to you in your 
anguish ~nd pain of lonliness • I ask for your prayers and 
continued interest as we forge ahead to create a more civilized 
society where human life will be held sacred, irregardless of 
the condi tion:~of that human life • The forces of evil will not 
prevail. 
May God love and keep you and we hope to see you soon. 

I~~is, : - , IJ , I . 
/ - -, o~,_,.,,_-,: -~ : 

sf ster Hannah Daly 1 

! 

__ // 



FLORIDA CLEARINGHOUSE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

MEMBER OF THE SOUTHERN COALITION ON JAILS & PRISONS 

SCHARLETTE HOLDMAN 

JAMES LOHMAN 

DAVID MACK 

STEVEN L. SELIGER. 

GENERAL COUNSEL 

Sister Hannah Daley 
412 N.E. 16th Avenue 
#50 
Gainesville, Florida 32601 

Dear Sister Hannah: 

April 12, 1984 

222 W. PENSACOLA STREET 

TALLAHASSEE. FLORIDA 32301 

(904) 222-4820: 224-4237 

Here are copies of the Bishops' statement and two nice 
newsclips for you and the Goodes. 

We just got two more death warrants, on James Hill and 
James Adams. Scharlette gave your phone number to the Hill 
family, they are very poor and kind of slow and may need some 
help in the coming weeks. This is James Hill's first warrant 
and he is certain to get a stay, but I think his family will 
need some moral support. 

The folks in West Palm Beach have the James Adams case. 
He is a black man from a very large and loving family, I think 
his folks will be all right. 

Thank 1you for all your help. 

enc. 

r:S
V Vc-
~ 

~ 

~--u_s;__, 

P~~ 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Gail Rowland 

~~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~r-



FLORIDA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 
314 BARNETT BANK BUIL.OING 

POST OFFICE BOX 1~71 

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32302 

PHONE !904l 222-3803 

THOMAS A. HORKAN, JR. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

I 

~,Ynw.~:J 

Statement on the Execution of Arthur F. Goode, III 

On behalf of the Catholic Bishops of Florida, I appec!.l to the Governor and the 

courts for commutation of the death sentence against Aahur F. Goode, Ill, which is 

:;cheduled to be carried out on April 5. 

The murders that Goode comrnitted are revohing; and without a doubt, society 

must be protected from him. He is clearly mentally unbalanced; other cases similar to 

his result in treatment and confinement; but he will very likely be executed tomorrow. 

Regardless of l)is mental status, and in spite of the immensity of his crimes, he 

was created in the image and likeness of Almighty God; he is our brother; and we plead 

for his life. 

The victims of these crimes cannot be restored .to life. Their families cannot be 

spared the horror and pain they have Sl}ffered. As an organized society, we must protect 

others and ease as much as possible the burdens of victims, their survivors and farnilies. 

But, other states and nations enforce their laws without killing criminals; the State of 

Florida should join them. 



-------------~-------~--------------~-------~--~------------------ ---· ·- .--. -----

CHAMBERS OF 

.:§np:r2ntt {!Jitttd ltf tfr~ ~b- .:§tctf:tg 

'iJaglp:nghnt, ~. QJ. 2llffe'f~ 

JUSTICE THURGOOD MARSHALL May 10, 1984 

Dear Mr. Goode: 

I have your letter of April 24, and 
although I read it as soon as it came in 
I have been unable to answer it because 
we have been quite busy here. 

I have again read your letter and the 
only comment I can.make is that I appreciate 
your sharing your views with me. 

Sincerel 14,/ilaJ~ 

Mr. Arthur F. Goode, Jr. 
3788 Tropical Point Drive 7 Route 2 
St. James City, Florida 33956 



[he 1lori~a [imes -ilnion 
Jacks< mv i l k'Jou rnal 

Saturday, :February 27, 1982 

Goode's father wants, fears execution. stay 
By Joseph B, Verrengla Meanwhile, Arthur's parents, both of fair play," the elder Goode said in 

Times-union staff writer 67 and retired ofi Pine Island off the a telephone interview. "The only ~o-
STARKE _ With less than 48 }}ours Gulf Coast, stay inside. pie who have shown any kintt of coin-

before his son is schedUled to die in They listen to television and radio passion have been those who have re
f'lorlda 's electric chair, Arthur Goode newscasts - waiting for the an- tarded children themselves. Other 
Jr. is a man possessed. nouncement that their son's life will people Just can't relate to it and all 

be spared and, with equal fervor, they hear are the gory statements my 
His son, Arthur Frederick Goode praymg that his demented rantings son has made. 

UI, convicted of strangling a 9-year about lust for chlldren will not. be "l "ctuanu fear for our satety lf he 
old Cape Coral boy in 1976, sits 1n an br dcasted in .. • 
isolation cell at Florida State Prison, oa aga · gets a stay of execution," he said. 
hoping that a federal judge some- Their telephone rings endlessly. . Accordln_g to his father, Arthur 
where will block his scheduled execu• · 'I'he elder Goode stays on the line Frederick Goode lll was a "change-
tlon at 7 a.m. Tuesday. · _for hours every day, plotting strategy of-life'' baby born in Maryland in 191>4 

Having lost appeals to the Florida With their attorney, City Councilman to 40•year-old parents who already 
supreme Court and to the U.S. Dis- Wilbur C. Smith of Fort Myers, and had two adolescent daughters. 
trict Court in Tampa last week, his berating repOrters whb catalog what Arthur was diagnosed as mildly re• 
lawyer filed papers yesterday asking ma.y be his son's final days. tarded with .an intelllgence ·quottent · 
the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals . And through it all, Goode ~ers.out -ot 64. At age a, he was placed in aspe
tn Atlanta to spare his life. · · ·the window for trespasser$ ·w_ho cial ed,ucallon program. _. 

A ruling trom the appellate court is scream for his son's eleclro'C"Utlon, -. . -It was the start o'f what has be· 
expect~ today. . · · - · ·,i.!l have yet to se, huinarilt~',~ ~i~e -come. a 25-yeat rehabilitation effort,· 

' ... ....,._..,....:. ~-,i, ... ~:,.d:.,.,1,j "}:;.;~- :. ,_. 

including psychological test1ng, coun- Coral, took him ·Into th~ woods, sex• 
se11ng, a special Boy Scout troop, and ually abused the boy and then stran• 
hospitalization. gled him with the boy's own belt. 
· · Arthur, who in a news conference Arthur had already been arreste 

·at the prison Thursday described in the similar homosexual murder o 
himself as an "expert" child molest- Kenny Dawson, 11, of Tyson Corner 
er, claims that he was first molested Va. He was later sentenced to life Im 
l>y a friend when he was 11 years old. prlsonment there. 
He said he liked the feeliniz and has V d' · 
pursued it with "hundreds'f' of small ln a hearinfE in the er ow murder 
boys since. . . • tho wt11chjhe p eadeAd guilty overllhls fad• 
· Ht d i b h i fi t er s ob ections, rthur was a owe . s ev ate e av or was rst to fire his attorney and act as his own 
noted at age 14, and he was instltu- counsel. It is one of several legal 
Uonallzed. It was from such. a treat• points his appeal attorney is challeng• 
ment center in Virginia that he es- ihg in the federal courts. . 
caped in early 1976 and fied to South Arthur is a proltiic letter writer. 
:!11~ot0ef u:~: ~ifrart1~\~~~ Since his imf risonment at Florida 
Goode retired. · .. · , i._,. , s

1
ta
1
tet PriSon,t ethhas wrtttenh~f¥edts 

And it wa.s then; Arthur ~llYS, that _oi e ters - . o e governor asJ\1.1,g o 
, hll 'luted 9-yelir old Jason Verdow 
away from a schooJ-bus stop tn Cape (See GOODE'S, Page A·S) 
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Goode's father stay could help • says a science 
(From Page A-3) objected. "It is difficult to answer off. ernor .and state Cabinet) that Arthur idea of cooperating with medical sci-

hand. You kind of have to ask around was "ideal" for research because he ence. 
be executed, to the parents of his vie- it in a certain way to get me to say knew of no other subject with such a But it is an idea Arthur seems only 
tims describing the last moments of things." well-documented history of mental 
their sons' lives and to reporters from disorders. partially to understand .. He echoes his 
three states and the District of Co- Arthur now dismisses the letters as father's o~iniol'l that he ought to help 
lumbia begging for interviews. a publicity stunt and, insisting that he "Killing each offender won't stop future child molesters. But he sees 

feels remorse,.wants a stay of execu- Jason Verdows and Kenny Dawsons pedophilia as a gospel to be spread, 
. · But while he pleads .for attention Uon. from happening again," Goode said. rather .than a mental illness to con-
.from the press, Arthur, a slightly built "They [state officials] want him dead \ trol. 
~an with delicate f eatlltes and an Goode is pushing state officials to strictly for reveige and their own po- "I would like people who are inter-
tcne-pitted face, will not reveal why make Arthur a guinea pig ·for psy- lltical purposes. But it won't solve ested in pedophilia to come talk to 
'~·~lngled out the boys for murder. . chologists studying the motivations of anything." me first because I am an expe1-t at 

; child molesters. " A th t ld .. Th sd :;-:When blUntly ask~ ,-hursday his • . Goode prefers that Arthur not talk it, r ~ 0 reP9ILe_rs ur ~y. 
,J)ahds trembled. The qU~stlon did not. There are doctors who ~gI'!,!f• :· to rep~r,tet$ l)ecause _his outbursts ·. ~J1:~u!~ likipe~p\: ~i~~:J!si~~dL~~!i 

Y ilend atself ·to his W~ll rehearsed , only alienate the public against his . . .. 
' · · · ' d. h · Dr. David Wallace a child-abuse case. But he realizes that part of his •1 1s all abOut. 

e_tt0ft.;pedophilia, ~ .· e tfie,d, to '. eJqJert appointed by·tlle Florida P_ro- son's sickness is ••a desire to be a big- '"It's like ice cream. If you haven't 
,:'' .' · •. , ,, '; ·· ba~on and Parole Commission, told shot" and, because he cannot muzzle tasted it,. you don't know what it's· 

;./'tVnu·.just can't ask me that.'_' he ~ t,;,tecutive Clemency Board•(gov• Wm, he has d.rQJ.ed Arthur with the like." 
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P~o-:1i
~ai'ii;;; Pl~ads for·. Life 

)f His Colideinned Son 
By FRANK DORMAN 

Sun Staff Writer 
RAIFORD _:_ Desperately plead

! for the life of his son, the father 

convicted cbild-killer Artllur- Fre

rick Goode Jr. said Thursday that 

~ntal health experts should exam
:: the 27-year-old inmate to learn 

)re about his illness. 

A Death Row inmate at Florida 

ate Prison, Goode is scheduled to 

e in the electric chair March 2. He 

:15 convicted of the 1976 hOmosexu

murders of two boys, ages 9 and 11, 

Florida and Virginia. 
"If his life were spared," Arthur 

Goode Sr. said, "he could make a 

1luable contribution to research on 

tis sex problem which, at present 

me, doctors are helpless to treat and 

;1.re." A death warrant for Goode's 

:>n was recently signed by Governor 

.ob Graham, who Goode said "did 

ot ltlave the courage to seize the 

pportunity to try to cope with one of 

ociety's worst problems. 
"Killing each offender as they 

ppear does not solve anything," 

ioOde, a Pine Island retiree, said. 

The need for such research was 

temonstrated, Goode said, when his 

on received a letter from a 14-year

ild youth who had been involved in · 

;ruld molestation. "I thought I was 

he only one," the youth had written 

.o the condemned inmate. GoOde said 

1e persuaded his son to give the let

.er to authorities, who contacted tllle 

JOUth's. parents and advised them to 
;eek.treatmentfor him. ·· 

the Executive Clemency Board (gov

ernor and state cabinet) that Goode 

was a "deeply emotionally mentally 

distu,rbed person,"' Goode'.s father 

said. Prior to the hearing, he said, the 

board had received a report from an 

expert in sexual abuse of children, 

who had been appointed by the Flori

da Probation and Parole Commission 

to examine Goode. 
The ~xpert wrote that Goode is an 

ideal subject for study and research 

bec~use his life history has been 

documented since age 3, adding that 

he knew of no other similarly dis

turbed persons who had such a well 

documented history of mental disor

der. 
The elder Goode and his wife said 

they had sought help for their son 

when he first demonstrated deviant 

behavior at the age of 14. As a small 

Child, they said, he had been diag

nosed as having slight brain damage 

and being mildly retarded. His early 

school years w.ere spent in special 

education classes, and during his teen 

years, he was treated at a Maryland 

rehabilitation center. for the retarcl

ed. 
In 1975, Goode's son was commit

ted to a mental hospital in Maryland, 

where the family had been living, but 

within a year, he escaped and went to 

Florida, where 'his parents had 

moved. Shortly afterward, the sexual

ly abused body of 9-year-old Jaso11 

Verdow of Fort Myers was · found 

near their home. Goode's son was. 

questioned about the strangulation ~" 

") ~~} .. !r.,~ ~;; 

\ ..... , -~ ... ~ S'. 

/. ..,,, ~ . 

In March 1980, Goode's attorney, 

Wilbur C. Smith of Fort Myers, told 
p "'·:- ~~- :· ... _~ ;JJ~::• '., .. ::~~':"_"' .::~;; p "'\i; 

(Se~ GOODE OD Page 3B) Convic~d- Cliild~Kmer Arthur. Frederi~k-~ _ _:_~--------~~~------;;;iii,~-:' . ..;· ~ . .,:.:. __;_:;:;:........_:__~ . . .. ··-····---,_:-···· ,.,.'"'e 

---~ ... -.i-,,,,__.,.,,-\, 
~}~ .. ,~'t'i~ 

·:<£<rom Page 1B 

.::: ' murder but ·~ not held beCause of 

lack of evidence, his father said. 
Within two weekS, during which 

time Goode had left Florida, Kenny 

Dawson, 11, ol Tyson Comer; Va., 

was murdered in a similar fashion. 

Goode confessed to the crime and 

was sentenced to life imprisonment. 

Following his arrest, he confessed to 

the Florida murder. During his trial 

in Lee County, Fla., Goode was grant

ed his request tor the death penalty. 

But Goode should not have been 

allowed to be tried, much less permit

ted to ~ist with his Florida defense, 

his father said. 
C' ..n(Mfe'i. fattier k ..ure his son 

killed the Virginia boy. But he is not 

convinced of his guilt in the Florida 

murder. He said his son had been told 

enough of th~·~ of.~ crime to 

have concocted afalSe story when he 

confessed. That ·d)nfesmon · was the 

prosecution's onW tea.l evidence, bis 

father said. He ~dg~d,~t _aµthorities 

could not link Goode wfth. four other 

mur4ers to whie-h lre haq: -;$0 con-
fessed. · · ·· 

Goode's father ~d that, although 

most Fort Myers m:ee, resi(lents have 

demanded Goode's exeeu;Uon, some 
people have bee~ sympathetic to

ward his family. But almost all of the 

com~on that has been expressed 

has come from people wb.Q have re
tarded persons- iJi '~ !~ies, 

Good said. 
""f ·~;••<-, 

e -· .. _,;,;~_ 



. . 
~i-:;.:·•·~:,~--' ·, 

' ...... 



film
] 

u
' 



co·nvi~ted· kill81'~Ciclcl·s-t8ars and apologi8S .. to la.St gOOdbye 
' ' i ~ .. ' '• ¥ ' ., ' ~ ' 

By'BILL COPPINGER, ; '.: \: · , .· . . .· 
. Alligator Staff Writer ;·. fellow death row: 1n~at~~, Der any said. 

· · · ~ , · ,. ~- . When· asked, by prison superintendent 
.. . STARKE - A handcuffed David Leroy,1 ·· Richard Dugger if he had a final statement,·: 
:- Washington bade a tearful goodbye to his ( :Washington nodded and said "I'd like to say .. ' 
1• ,,;12~year•old daughter as she sat on'.hls lap at i ::~ to the families of my victims: I'm sorry for : : 
;>:·'. the''.Flol'ida State Prison Friday morning,~;,: all the grief and heartache I brought them. ,:· 

· t)/ab'outsix hours before he was electrocuted. • .If my death brings them satisfaction, so be i: 
:}} ., Was~ington, q4, became th~: sev~nth ·.~•it,:: . . . ..,. .; . . , . , .. . ., / k,:>.,man· ... executed in 'Florida 'since•'l979,-·the:·•'' To ·all the, guys • on Death Row, , 1• 

;{fifth 'this· y13ar, ... Since ~he U,S, ?Supreme. ~f~ashington conti~ued, "I'd~ like to say ;: 
'. '\,Cotirtreinstated·the death penalty in '1976, 1

'"' don't bow to defeat: .. without a fight. I'i:;n .;;, 
::· ,:22 men have been executed nationwi<;le. ;() tkind of nervqus. ,That's all." · : 
.. ··. Washington was schedule? to be p~rt of_;, ·· At 7:03. a.m. 2,000 volts of electricity;, 
, the.first double execution m. the country:; ••surged through,his body for one minute and :'. 

since ... 1061$ and. the. first in Fl.o.rida since ... 25, :seconds, according to. witness .Mark :: 
, . ,· 1964.''The'otherinmate, Jimmy· Lee Smith,~'::. Davis,.•··the· staJ:ion'dii'ector of .Jacksonville·.': 
~-corivicted·of'murdering_a_mot~1er and her radio statioI:l. WOKV. Pri~on doctors· 
'..: .·;daughterfin Marianna in• 1978, received an checked .'his ·pul~e , and heartbeat and, :: 

· ~;:;;indefinite stayJrom the 11th Cjrcui~ Court , finding none, pronounced· Washington · 
ii(of:Ap,peals In Atlanta Tl1ursday1 · '> · dead at 7:09 a,m. . . .. 
'. · As hei~at _with his mother, daughter. Across from the death· chamber, about a. 
};Florence?: Gai~esville atto,rney .Susan Ca~y. · quartl:lr of a mile away in a cow pasture, , · 
:<rand the ,~ev, Joe, Ingle _of the Southern , about.·30 anti•death penalty.protestors sapg 
f;:Coalition of Jul}s and, Priso~s, Washingto~ 

1
;, "'Ye Shall Overcome''.· "":'hen· a me~ia: 

, · li_fted . Florence ,on lus la~ and made her·: . witness· exited,,waving a white handkerchief .. 
'.·; prom~se torlead a better hfethan he h.ad, r; -·,the .. now common· signal that the: 
ft Ingle•- to11 'reporters sho,rtly before t~e exeoutio11; was completed. . ·: ;-
;· .... execut!O~?ha? bee~, carri_ed out. . Family;:. , Among· those· protesting the execution '_ 
~::f~~~?1!sb~~l.req1;1ested t~ see,:W as_hi,?gton, , , ;were Mr>_'!and Mrs, Arthur Goode : Jr:, j!(: .lts, my.,own fimlt I. got ,f?re,. Ingle ,-,whose· son; Arthur. III, 'was executed m 
;· recaped.'.Washington sarmg. Im the one' April.· The Co6des drove·from Fort Myers ;· 
, . wh<;> got me here. I want you to make ,. ·earlier that day for the first time since'their , 

:.;.sometm~gofyourlife.Iwantyoutohit the son's death, .Goode said that Gov. Bob·•· 
; -:.b90ks,,.. ., · . · · Graham "should be in the Guiness Book of,·,·. 
r ·_., >rWashington was then led, away to World Records" because of the number of 

prepare for the execu~ion as his daughter death warrants he has signed. . · 
. · stood sobbing, Ingle said. . · "H . d , hi f 1· · 1 " · · ,· :,Washington ate a final meal of fried · e 18 omg t s or ,P0 itlca reasons, · 

· · • ·. , ' h f · 11 · Goode said, "He's running for the Senate •. • 

'. •'' '~:r... • • ·~ \. -,., 

. ···;'.c ;~ ,1;~~ ;" ~ '' "., '3' ~; {~{ ' 
i..1t• ''f .. ~ .. :,• .J _k1 • ._,/J .... ~ ~~ 

,:i¾~~;;;::~J., n'.:1:b;;-: ,,:: , 
: .. 'i ;.:;"(·1'1 7~•1:r~.r.,~1 . \~~-i~: . 

: ;•, '., ,·::'.l:~!),\,\,'·'.;";~ ;~(:'.''i'., :, · "1~ 

.t.~ · .. ~~'~!!!•~~:4.V~~~•i: t. 

shrimp . and. oysters, frenc nes, ro s, d h .·t ·t th' t h' d t ge 
I cl l b f i . an e wan s o use 1s o 1s a van a . emona e anc a out a.quarto ce cream, I• l t b ( d th It). th's PHOTOS BY MICHAEL WILSON ... · said prison spokesmah Vernon Bradford. 1 t s P~pu ar O e pro- ea pena Y m 1 , 

He ate "almost all" of it, leaving some ice state, , . The ·hearse carrying the body of: executed killer David Leroy Washington exits . cream, Bradford said, , . · A;nothe~ protester, S~eil~ Maxwell, 2~, a · Florida State Prison. · · · · 
, . . Washington was led into the death w~ltress ,m Starke,. said The o~ly time . i 
· .. · chamber at 6158 a.m., one minute before thmgs w1~! change is -wh~n there ts a new , On the other side ~f fhe fence stood five 
' his stay w~ to expire, said Chuck Derany of governor. , , people supporting the · death penalty. 

WXFL-TV in Tampa, one of the 12 media Maxwell, one of the fmt anti-death Among them :were Floyd Cone Sr. and his 
witnesses, After he was strapped into the penalty protestors to·al,'rive,is the girlfriend son Larin Cone from Baldwin,' near 

, eleotric 'chair, he read a final statement to of Charles Messer, a death row ir1m!lt() Jacksonville. Cone's son Floyd Jr. was shot 
· the families of his victims as well as to convicted of a 1975 murder. and killed in ,1981 by Edw~rd Dean Ken•. 

. -. ~·~d•·••t!#-/.ri'f-~,;;. 

nedy, who is now on Death Row. 
"f get no satisfaction in seeing a person 

die, but I feel it might be a deterrent," 
Cone said. "If they knew they were going to. 
pay for this with pure swift justice, they'd 
think aboµt it before they killed anyone." . 

fiUJ. , 11 I' 
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.~v!Tll 7 VlCTlMS TU l!IS NAM!·:, MASS-Kll,J,1-:1-; "B],(lOIJY" !\OB CRAllAM (Tl!I•: C:OVl·'.l;NfH/) 
I,';;\ Tl?llf.Y Mll<l{lr:J\N Hll.l\ lll•:l-:O' 

A statesman who rises above 
such petty concerns as 
common dccC'ncy, nRloorly" 
Bob has remained true to 
his great political 
ambitions. Courageously, 
he has ignored the 
snivelling emotional pleas 
of such unsavory groups as 

_Amnesty International and 
the predictably whining 
claims of racism brought by 
the Congressional Black 
Caucus .. ·Proudly, he has 
officiated at the burning 
of th e f e e b 1 e - mi n d e d. 
(Arthur Goode), the old and 
infirm (Anthony Antone), 
the Black (James Adams), 
and the gay .(Robert 
Sullivan), to name just a 
few. His single-minded 
and passionate pursuit of 
the final solution i_s an 
inspiration to us alL It 
is nothing less than a 
tribute to the American way 
of life (and death)-
especially as practiced in 
Florida. If the Peter 
Principle is 
anything at all, 
Bob deserves to 
President. 

to mean 
"Bloody'' 
be Vice-

Although committed to The 
Governor on the first 
ballot, the Draft "Bloody" 
Bob for VEEP Committee is 
also willing to accept the 
following Democrats as 
potential candidates for 
the spot-- just a heartbeat 
away from the Presidency-
because these great men 
have ended so many 
heartbeats in ways that 
suggest the great 
diversity of this great 
country of ours, ways as 
American as apple pie-
like the gas chamber, the 
deadly needle, and 
"Bloody" Bob's all-time 
favorite, the electric 
chair): 

220 on State's 
Di!ath Row 
Florida leads tho nation ir, its 
Death Row population and 
number of executions since 
the death penalty was rein
stated (6 of 20). 

1. Florida 220 

2. Texas 172 
-----

3. California 157 

4. Georgia 115 

5. Alabama 70 

6. Illinois 6"1 

...L_?ennsylvania . 56 

8. Arizona 51 
--· 

_ 9. Mississi::,pi 42 

10. Oklahoma 40 
AH fiJ·moi •x-uivt FlorlcJb o, JJf f.fu)y 1 
~OU CE: NAACP L•IIOI [>,,f1t>1.a Fund 

20 Executed in U.S. Since 1976 
Here is a list of convicted killers executed since the Supreme 
Court allowed states to restore the death penqlty in 1976. 

INMATE DATE STATE 

1 _ Gary ~ilmor~,-~6 · Jan. 17, 1977 Utah' .. 

2. John Spenkslmk, l'i.C May 25, 1979 Florida * 3_ Jesse Biahop, 46 Oct. 22, 1979 Nevada 

4. Stevoo Judy, 24 March 9, 1981 lnd,ana 

?· frank Coppola, 38 Aug_ 10, 1982 Virginia 

6. Charlie 6Tookli Jr., 40 De,:;_ 7. 19a,2 Texas· 

7. John Evan& Ill, 33 Aprii 22, 1983 Alat,arna -----
a_ Ji_mmy Loo Gray, 34 Sept 2, 1983 M1ss1ss1ppl ~ • 

s_ iiobtnt Suiii\-'CI07 ;30 ~v"I,""~ 3G~ 1982 ------·7f !=!0:-!d:= 

10. Robert W. Williama, 31 Dec.14.1983 Louisiana 

11. John Eldorr Smith, 53 Dec. 15, 1983 Gtlorgia 

12. Anthony Antone, 6£ • Jan.26, 1984 Fiona.:; * 13. Johnny Taylor Jr., 30 Feb.29, 1984 Louisiana 

14. Jamei. David Autry, 29 March 14, 1984 Texas· 

15. James W. Hutchins, 54 March 16, 1984 North Carolina• , 

16. Ronald C. O'Bryan, 39 March 31, 19"84 Texas· 

17. Elmo P. Sonnier, 35 April 5, 1984 Lou1si:tntl 

18. Arthur F. Goede m, 30 Aprii 5, 1984 Florida 4£. 
19. James Adams, 47 May 10, 1984 Florida zf:. 
20. Carl Shriner, 30 June 20, 1984 Florida----~ 
•Death by lelhol ;n\t-cli<>n 
All alt,er, die<l ~( <olectrocution 

•• Death in go, chi,rnber ,.c·. F1nno ~Qu~d 

2l. Ivon Ray Stanley 
22. David Leroy Washington 

July l2~ '84 
July l3, '84 

Georgia 
Florida 'if 

Arriving triurrrphantly in SF with the sweet 
smell of fresh blood on his breath, "Bloody" 
Bob has shown his pluck. After Georgia 
killed Ivon Stanley (IQ Bl) on Thursday, The 
Governor worked day and night not to be outdone. 
He was justly rewarded with David Washington's 
blood, on Friday the l3th. Two Black men in two 
days. 

WELL DONE, BOYS! WELL DONE! 

Governor Mark White, Texas--3 down, 172 to go! 
Governor Frank Harris, Georgia--2 down, 115 to go! 
Governor George Wallace, Alabama--1 down, 70 to go! 
Governor William Alla~ni Mississippi--1 down, 42 to go! 
Governor Edwin Edwards, Louisiana--1 down, 35 to go! 
Governor James Hunt,Jr., North Carolina--1 down, 34 to go! 
Governor Robert Orr, Indiana--1 ~own, 25 to go! 
Governor Charles Robb, Virginia--1 down, 24 to go! 

These boys deserve our support. Send a killer to Washington. 

PAID FOR BY THE DRAFT "BLOODY" BOB FOR VEEP COMMITTEE 

( 41 5) P. l --i '1 11 ,Ji 
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;~}ate just_ices -
!refuse to halt 
:2:: executions 
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i--' TALLAHASSEE - Florida's Su-
~'.: 'i'~.-r,. . . -

preme Court Tuesday cleared the way· 

Jor the nation's. first double state ex

~?cutfon si:1_ce capital punishI!1ent _was 
-re~pred eight years ago_.: ·- , . 

!• The state's highest court rejected 
;the 'appeal or"convicted killer Jimmy 

:Smith and, ~o hours later~ dissolved 

~a stay 'of execution for 1ininate David 
1Washin'gton.· --.. · 
l!":oe-n!""':·-·- . ,.. ' • ,. - . 

•-Both men. are scheduled to die at_7 

a.in: Thursday at Florida State Prison 
' near Starke. 
--·Smith's attorneys wilf get another . 

chance to win a reprieve for their cli

ent during a hearing Wednesday be
fore a federal judge in Pensacola; 

;y.rhile Washington's attorneys said 
!they would ask a federal judge in Mi

•ami to block the execution. . . .-

. ~: Washington, 34, was convicted of 

:the 1976 murders of three people in 
'MiamL · ,; · -
' ' 
:: Smith, 30, was convicted of the May 

ii, 1978, deaths of Bonnie Ward and 

;'{ler 12-year-old daughter Donna 

fstrickland. They were killed near 

;Marianna. 
!: _ On Tue.sday morning, the state 

;asked the judges to allow Smith's ex

-ecution to proceed. 
;: Sara Bleakley, Smith's lawyer, ar
gued that a psychiatric report on her 

lclient from a reform school had been 
\vithheld by the state and she should , 

'.have a full hearing to determine if the 

ieport could help Smith's case. · 
::_:m:was~ngton's case, Circuit Judge 

':f!erbert Klein of Miami on Monday 

igranjed a reprieve to the inmate and . 

:threw out his death sentences, order- _ 
~fug a new hearing. :., - . . -

f: Assistant State Attorney General 
~arolyn Snurkowski prptested the 

}-udge•s·ruling to the state high court.· 
i; - ·,, ,, . . 

Sc\'\_\-\\:-\,.(~ t 
) (~ g i 



Executions blocked 
A federai 'co'urt 'Wednesday 
blocked · the ·execution· of Jim-, · 

· my -Smith. and David Leroy 
Washington, two prisoners on 
.·Florida's death-row· scheduled 
'}o die today: Smith, co,:ivicted 
. '9f murdering a mother and her 
: 12,:,year-ofd daughte'r · in 1978, 
~..,as granted a stay by the 11t~ 
lJ.s: Circuit Court of Appeals. 

';The court· also stay~d the, ex
BCution of Washington, con
'.victed of killing three people in 
'1976. The nvo were to go to 
·:Hie electric chair. at- Florida · 
State Prison·''this ,·morning. 

'.},tory, C-1. The execution of· 
)von Ray· Stanley in_ Georgia is 
·,scheduled for. today. Stanley 
was conv_icted of the 1976 slay
·ina of an insurance collector in 
·?ainbridge; Ga· · · · 

~ 
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~:~oF THE SENTINEL STAFF · -·.:,.~:~:~:r· . :· !}·:·_;~_:-~\i~-~~ /~~ ~·:-: :~r :_. 
~~;;:;~R~-~;~~-B~:i:g · a ~·;~£ii2~~~:~~i-;~1Z\~~:~~~-·. 
)u.s:~ Supreme' ·court, David;;:teroy:• Washington is f: .. 

{;~e!;!~~o~~;.~;~x,e~~J;f ~J;hf~tC.1-~'~:;J:~i~~~{;~~~{{ · 
.', ·. }Vashington's lawyers· said they woul&. appeal· •to-'·,,, 

:: 'tlie. nation's -highest· court~·a~tfhursday- decision: by,,', : 

~-the -11th· U.S. ·:circuit Court qfAppeals denying the}···; 

:✓ convicted murderer's plea for·a ·stay of execution:_·;.::'.\ 

?~:.'·The U .S~: Supreme Court ,.upheld theJ indefinite· : 

·.-stay of Jimmy .. tee Smith's':·death _ warrant~ ,i_s.su~./;' :: 

''.Timrsday ·aftenioon by the 11 t:h Circuit. ·.: : :_. '.:::t·t· 'i:,, t;·_ 
~t Death warrants signed -by; Gov: Bob.. Grahan/ for:J-":. ~. 

; Washington ·and Smith. expire at noo::i"today. Bott(·: , 

'>\vere scheduled·to be executectThursday morning;·•· 

::•;mt ,von temporary. 7eprie~e$;:.: •· ... 

TGrahani'will.'now have to sign a<_ 
new warrant. for· Smith;s. 

_executi~n~ ·, :;.-:a' : -':. ': . .';'~-~'.f;:t 
._ ·. · \.Vashmgton, ·34, who 1s under 

··. his third· death warrant, pas re~·.'.· 
_ mained calm through the ap~ · 

peals process, said Vernon Bnid- _. 
~ ford, spokesman for the Florida\ • 
-Division of Corrections.·· Smith/ · 
30, who is· under his second war

;;: 

rant,_ "was.pleased to _find out hei .. ,- h" ~ 
. · -· ... as ing,on· 

had a stay but he's apprehensi_ve ·· · _ .. . ... :. , ,_. · • .... .c. -' 

becatise he knows foe state's appealing it,''. Bradford ' 

said before the Supreme Court's ruling.·.· -·_-/?,. '.t~,::'.?·.; 
, :_ "I think he's a bit more' nervous than: Washing;; . 

_to~," Bradford said. - .· ~: ,:; ~ :": c·t'.·~·t:·,,:;: ,'. c:~·:"L.C;,:_: .: ,'-\' 
.. Bofa men rem.ained in their ceils Thursday in ·the"'. ' 

«queuing area" of death row at Florida State Prison,' . 

il miles wes~.a"~ this· city; ~ .. ·{"t\E',_ ··~ .~~ . ~-,~. :"''.~:"•'.:,;~----
Washington was expecting members of his family. 

to visit h1m Thursday night~' Bradford said, but: 

Smith had received no word if fJs mother would be· 

~ coming from Kenansville, in Osceola County, to see:-.· 

-·him. · - - '. · - i·~.:··. -- · :7t·:~·½;::, :i - _:' ~~·'/'. ~::-.< ., 
Washington's appeal for a stay ,was rejected by a ' -

three-judge panel. The opinion; issued by· judges ':. · 

Paul. Roney, James Hilf and ,Thomas Clark, said·~- . 

~. Washington's· contention that the death penalty is/ ) 

applied fo a racially discriminatory manner haci_< · · 

·_already been decided in prior.cases'..: ~:._;: ~-~y-._·-:,_:_.;>.,: . 
It also denied that his sentencing ·was i.mconstitli-- ~.: ., 

.:tional because a prosecutors referred to :a·- victim;-:":> 

0, f CZ (,1__ d 0 Se,AJ'--+; v\e I 

/9 g1J Julj l3> 

~ -c· C 
•: ·,•1·· ... • 

T!io-N;.,.:.·:·. I , . . ! .. , ... ·.i•,. 
. ~ k~~; __ ::.-~(_·; 

?~.: 
From·B-1 / )i:·:--~ ,.!,, -~tf\\·~~-~~-~ 

-,:· ) .. . ~l':. 

•A::{}\:'};: :,t},)~Y/. ;,,·.: /~1c,•~;c 

..----=------. .}:during arguments calling for the 

Fcteath penalty.:YWe .cannof con-· 
:/ elude thaLthe remark to which 
rexception is tak.en .was likely to . 
}have. had any'. ~ffect upon th~{· 
:i"se.ntencing decision ·pf the judge;· 
\ ·sitting without a jury}' the deci-; : 
'~~'sion says._. ,. . ; . ,; ; :.J)~,,i~ (:. :- /,:
·>i .: Washington .wa$ ·s~ntenced to·· 
Ydeath for the' murder·s~:Qf three, 
:, people in a crime'spi-ee)n Dad~· 

. . . . . County in 1976. He had con-.: 
Smith · · ·.: , ,;::•;, fessed to the crimes and asked, 

·for the-death p~naity, but later launched lengthy ap, •. 

peals when he decided he wanted to live .. ,, , ; : 

Smith was sentenced to die for the muders of a 

· Jackson County i,voman and her 12-yearsold daugh

ter in 1978. At the time· of his sentencing, he asked 

the jury to give him the death penalty.· 
< The Supreme Court ruling on Smith's stay ended. 

th~ possibility of a. double execution~ which would, 

, have been the first in 20 years in Florida's electric 
. chair; known as ,;Old Sparky." ... 

.~· . .:-... 

:.~;; .. ~~:->/;: . ~~::~.~~-~h~·~_. :~~ ·~-~~~-~<:~0:·;~t~~-~ -:~-~-~1;·~:_0~.1~::-~~~:;-i;~~~~~~ 
·t;~ ~· ;;.~~· .:;.;.;~:- -;:.t:,._ Please see EXECUTION B-4 · -· · · 

:~:~( "~ ·:Z:;~:\4:: :\f,>t.<7/ .. llt?:s..·;.::.r'fii-;.~~1r::, ~.,: jc: ::.,: ~~~- -~·.,?''i ~::: ·-....... 
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Obs follow, kiUer of:-3 to chair • .,.. 
'.. , I 

' t. 

Orlando"'SentinePreporite·r' Larrl) Lipman was ·told her, "I want you to do better," told the.child. "I· want. you to set some goals for- ·:killing outbreak in 1976, ex-present af' Frida~•s•·execution· at Florida· State . After" midnight he was allowed a one-hour "con- .yourself and I want you to hit the books.'';1 . , pressed remorse for•his actions .. Prison. · · · ;'\,;\\; '.<;::~t1. ::. : ·;, '.'.,\ ·;. ·._.. • · tact visit" in which he could embrace his daughter, · Washington, 34, showed little emotion as· he was • · In a clear, unfaltering voice, he · his mother, Julia Lane of Blountstown, Gainesville led into the peach-colored death chamber .at 6:59 ., said, "I would .like to say to the· 
' ·' . . ' . \ n:r Ilene G. -Reid and :Larry l:,1pman 

.OF1'HE $SN1'INEL STAFF . 

' STARKE'..-'Triple murderer:David Leroy Wash• 
ington calmly weriflo' his death In the electric chair 
Priday'·apologlzlng 'to his· victims' families and urg• 
ing fellow death row inmates' to fight on. 

Only hours before his death, Washington held his 
sobbing 12-year•old:!dauShtet·Florence in his_ lap and 

,. . ..,,.~fi:1~~:'..-.. ,;. ·1•'~'.Jtb'-~~t~Q~f;iW~~~:i:~UJ~iii.· •i'll •. -~ ,,·,-, ·:. .,_ · ••..• ~ .. } •• 

attorney Susan Carey and the Rev. Joe Ingle of the ·; a.m. , · _. · ' · · ·, families of all my victims, I am ·' Southern Coalition of Jails and Prisons. · '. He scanned the faces of the 42'witnesses sitting in" .. sorry for all the grief and heart~ Washington· Carey, 40, said Florence dissolved into tears as• a glass booth opposite the three-legged oak chair.>. ache l have brought to them, u· .. · her father was led away from the visiting area for · and asked prison Superintendent Richard L. Dugger , , · my death brings them any satisfaction, so be it." the last time. 'if his attorney, Richard Burr, of -W:est Palm Beach, ·. He then turned his attention to the 220 inmates "How do you explain that? How does the governor . would be among the witnesess. He was not, Wash•', .. who remain on Florida's death row, the largest num• justify, how does the state justify, killing this girl's·.:· ington smiled briefly/apparently at- prison spokes•' ,her in the nation. . . · ·. · · daddy?• She's as much a victim as _anybody," Carey ' man Vernon Bradford, · . . "I'd like to say to all the guys on death row: Don't said, 1 Washington, who confessed to the three slayings. ·. · · ·· · ''I want you to do better," Ingle said Washington· 'that ~errorized Miami clurlng a W•day robbery and:-·-··. , : ., 1 · P_lesse s~e KILLER, A•7 
·,' -'. -·,-~ · I, ' I ' 
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;!~:··1.:~ .... le ••• .:_:;:. :\~, ·:-~- ~-\·ffe~~--~;~ ;;,,1:~--~-~!;-~z?·:·~---·•{·~: . ii. 
• • • , • :;-; • ·-; ~

0
:· a warrant is based ori.': . · · ·,:... · · 'bfi:i. · · ~ •. General~~ ILLER·; . ·:.".if.·;, }Y, the g9vew.or!i,a~ .~~~*;~a&_fo_r pri41 

t · ·· .. ·';:{;j: .. · -°-~~_rs wh? .~v~. b~J)Ir~iPJ -~~J,l&-ge~ and.; 

f rom A-1 · CT, , \t}· ; Jijye ex¥~~ tjie1r ~~gal' a}?.~.~~._, .. ;, ;ft.1f~ ,. ii. 
· · · • -·,~- · Fin Tallcgi~ee Tim~day morning, ar.,.~ .pO pro- i:, 

l· . : ,. , : .·_ .. t{stor: ·gat.¥,~r~d in_ tht.Rot1p~~ ~]fb~Jst the:J; 
pow to defeat!' Seemmgly unsure If he had said execut10n. ,·/ . . · :,:,: :_ 'if ;,, ,} <\::.'°'- · : · " 
jw'hat he'd meant, he said, "Don't bow to a victory." After rel?resentat1v~s. ~f ~e govern?r's: office said 
finally, he blurted out, "Don't bow to a defeat with- the execut1~n had be~n earned out, J~m~Y. Loh~an 
put a fight. I'm kind of nervous. That's all" · of the Flonda Clearinghouse on Cnmmal Justice 

~ 
. · · · · :.· ' nth s~d: "At 7:09 this morning, µie s~te of Florida co1:1-

Mmutes l~te~, Was~m~~n _became· the seve . mitted ye. t anoth. er murder when. It executed David 
an executed ~~ Fl~nd~ s~ce. the U.S .. Su~re~! Washington/', :: _ .· . . . 
ourt removed its obJect;on to th~ d,eath pena tr Gra.l:lani in a statement released following the ex-· 

11976. H: ;1as the sixth· man e~ecu!ed ~ere si1:ce ecution, s~d the sentence was carrie.d out "after ex
ffhanksgivmg and the _2?nd natwnwide smce rem- haustive judicial analysis and review." . . · . · 
15tatem~nt_of the. de~tn, Pf p._alt~. . .. -· f. _ . . . • ."This process has. assured that the con~11tutio~al 
, Washington was condemned for- the murders of rights of the accused were fully protected, ~e said. 
Katrina Birk a housewife who was stabbed nine "Toe execu.tion of the sentence assured that the 
times; Rev. Daniel Pridgen, who ':was stabbed seven rights the 'people of.Florida were afforded similar 
times; and University of :t.'.Iiami student Frank Meli, protection." · • . r 
who was stabbed 11 times. · · . Iriside. the death chamber, Washington watched 

· curiously as prison officials strapped a thick belt 
across his chest and fooked 'd.own while an electrode 
was attached to his right ankle. He glanced over his 
shoulder at the clock on the wall. Next to the clock, 
the anonymous, black-hooded exectutioner - 'paid 
$150 in cash - peered through an eye-level slit and 
awaited the signal to throw the switch. Washington 

A second execution scheduled at Florida State 
Prison this week was stayed indefinitely by a three
judge panel of the 11th U.S~ Circuit Court of Ap
peals in Atlanta. That ruling was upheld 9-0 ThU:rs• 
day by the U.S. Supreme Court to give attorneys for 
convicted murderer Jimmy Lee Smith time for a for
mal hearing on the claim that he received inad-
equate counsel during his trial. ~- · 

About 40 anti-death penalty protesters gathered in 
a pasture across the ·road from the· prison displaying 
signs and conducting a prayer vigil. Six people who 
said they favored capital. punishment stood on the 
other side of a fence and watched the prison quietly. 

Among the p~testers were Arthur Goode Jr .. and 
his wife Mildred. Their son Arthur Goode III was ex
ecuted here on April 5 for raping and killing a 9-

did not look at the executioner. . 
As the leather chin strap was applied over his 

mouth, Washington appeared uncomfortable, then 
relaxed when the black hood was drapped over his 
face and the metal skullcap containing the electrode 
was attached.. ; · · . 

Dugger spoke briefly ori an open telephone line 
with Graham in Tallahassee then walked in front of 
Washington and nodded to the executioner to throw 
the switch. · · . · . . 

Washington's body jerked to rigid attention and 
. . . . . . . . his hands clenched as the 2,000 volts and 14 amps of 

Goode cntic1zed Gov. Bob Graham for signmg 82 current passed through his body for one minute and 

year-old boy. 

death warrants since taking office in 1979, saying 25 seconds. · · · 
Graham "should be in_ the Guinness Book ,of After physician's attendent Bill Matthews and at-
Records." .· _ .. _ . tending physician Dr. Canh Nguyen checked for any 

Like others opposed to capital punishment, Goode signs of life, Washµ1gton was pronounced dead by 
accused Graham of being politically motivated in Sgt. Don Gladdish.": . • · . , · 
signing more death warrants. than any other_.· Ann Palmes, the mother of death-row inmate 
governor. · - · >. . · · Timothy Palmes~ stood with the Goodes and said 

_; Despite the number of warrants he has signe}l, that despite_the_frequE:ncy,~th which e~ectr;?cutions· 
ithls week's issue of The National Law Journal said are proceedmg m Flonda, .. I have hope ... , . . . 
'µraham is not as vigorous an enforcer of the death Sh: attends_ the exec~t10ns beca!1sE:, 'I. !hmk if 

· penalty as he is portrayed. :- . n~thmg else· 1t accomphshes :"hat s m yqur con-
.. · . . _ . · , ·: science. Do you haye any consc~ence for what's hap-
' . The publication also hinted that Gr~am s dec1- pening in the state and in the country?" : . : 
fIOns on who s.'IJ.ould be executed are political. Timothy Palmes faces death for a 1976 murder. 
j "Death and politics are inex_tricably linked," the Renresentatives of the Gainesville and Jackson-
~c!e says. Vl1:;,ile Grana1;1·wants to reap the JX:liti~ ville ~Citizens Against the_ Death _Penalty Ifned the_ 
pl benefi~ of implementing the dfath pen<:1ty m,a fence with slogan-filled posters and wore_:stickers 
i:;onservative s+..ate, he knows that a wave or execu- disclaiming responsibility for the state's actions. 
tions could alienate voters, the publJcatioii reporteq.. Pat Bludworth 35 a member of the Jac.'l{sonville · 
j ' • .- :, , • . •.Z 

i Syd McKenzie, the governor's general counsel, re- · group who volunteers with a prison ministry organi-, 
(used to discuss the reasons Graham signs a particu- zation, said the protesters continue to come out for 
Iar wammt. . ·. · .. · ·.. · : each execution because, 'We have to make a ·sta~: 

But he emphasized.'that GTIL'fianl's 'decision to sign . inent and make· the public aware that as Christians· 
' ,. . ~- ~ .. ;/:.'~ . ·:....:... :,.,· : :':.... t ;_;;.,,,··,·.~;::.. ~--~-- .. .\ ~'. ,. - . . . •~,". '!'I ,.:.;; ;i.f' . ·! 
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.. Demonstrators in Tall~hassee_ ·• · _.· 
! ... they hold vigil in Capitol Rotunda . 
; ·. .. .. . , : . . ~ ., 

'we believ~ murder is wrong in any form." . 

l Countering the organized protestors. who have be- . 

'come a fixture of execution days, were six individ-

uals_ who gathered to support the state's actions. 

, Among them were Floyd Cone and his son Larin, 

31, from Baldwin, near Jacksonville. Cone's other 

son, Floyd Jr. was killed in 1981 by a man now on 

. death row, Edward Dean Kennedy whose death sen

, tence was upheld Thursday by the Florida Supreme 
Court. . - ·. •. · · . · 

Cone said he believes executions are a deterrent . 

to capital crimes and, "If they knew they were going 

to pay for this with pure; swift justice, they'd think. 

about it, they would."-··:. -~ · •· · . 
, When asked if televising executions might better 

' dissuade people from such crimes, he said, "Person

: ally, I would like to· see the executions in a public 

square somewhere so people co~ld see the end re

sults of what would happen. My · son had just as . 

' much right to live and pursue his happiness as Ken- . 
'nedydid" ·, •.-", ·. ·- .• · · ,,, · 
. • t ~... ... ':- • < "' • • ·~ ~: 

. · Washington visited with about a dozen relatives 

and supporters. late Thursday while the JJ.S. Su

. preme Court· was !'ejecting his final appeal 7-2. · : . 

L:. Washington :was given a final supper of fried 

~- shrimp,; fried· ?Ysters, french fries "with lots of 

; ketchup.'' a quart of vanilla ice cream, 'hot rolls and 

·. · lemonade, prison spokesman Bradford said- . , · . 
l . . . . . . . - --- .. . . 

' . Washington spent his last hours lying on his bed 

• · or sitting up tjlking with Mike Berg, chief of the 

jails in Duval County. Berg acted as the official wit-, 

ness whose :function· is to observe the treatment of 

the condemned. The .. officral witness position was 
created after charges were made by _inmates _that. 

John. Spenkelink was abused prior to his executiqn, 
- in May 1979. . . " : ,. . . 

. ' . ·-.. ~ -
. ·,. ,_· ·,~~. i_·~-~ ... ';.;.· •.. ;._ : ~ _,_ 
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'; The Associated Press . 1,, Jimmy L. Smith and, two hours later, .. Smith's attorneys will ge( another .. ••for a second time Tuesday afterooon. 
; TALLAHASSEE · - Florida's dissolved a stay of execution for mass ,, .. •chance to win a reprieve for their ell-.. State prosecutors said. Washlng
tSupreme Court on Tuesday refused to murderer ~f!.Vld L. v.,ia~hington by the · ent durl~g 'a· .hearing today before a ;;:ton's new lawyers 'were arguing legal 
::~h;alt the s~heduled Thursday same vote. . · · -. .federal JUdge;Jn Pensacola, while issues that had been litigated In other 
texecutlons of two convicted murder-·. Both ·.convicted icillers are sched• Washington's :attorneys ·said· they 1, courts. But the prisoner's public de•. 
~i.ers, clearing one . roadbloclt to .y.:hat' .. uled · t<>,'.' die· ·at 7. a,nk. Thursday at.,~ .. would as!{ a federal judg_eln Miami. tQ .?fenders Insisted Jhe arguments. were • rtwould 6e thenatlori's. first clcilibie:exe• 'Florida·· State Prison near Starke,''''block the execution.;•, . . · · .. ·. ·.· : i new and ·raised constitutional ques;-- -- ----
k,cutlon since capltal .. punishment,was. where six other men have been elec• ·.. Washington,· 34, is under his third . Uons that merited a reprieve. · · 
\,;restored eight years ago. . · · ,. . · trocuted since 1979. Prison officials warrant for the September 1976 . It would be the first time In Florida t,, The state's highest court rejected 6· have not sa'id who would be the first;. murders of three people In Miami. · since May 1964 that two inmates were f. O the mer~,,v.appeal of convicted klller to be strapped int,o the electric chair. , · But th·e Supreme.Court heard his case electrocuted on the same day, · 
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Killers set for 
.exe'cution get · 

. . 

temporary stays· 
The Associated ·rress 

STARKE - Federal judges:, 
Wednesday granted temporary re
prieves' to a pair of killers who were 
to die Thursday morning, bu~ Florida 
still had until noon Friday to execut~ : 
the men who killed a total of five 
people. · · 

U.S. District Judge Eugene P. Spell- ' 
man denied the habeas corpus peti-. 
.tion of mass murderer David L 
Washington of Miami but granted a 
stay until 6:59 a.m: Friday to give 
appeals courts time to review the 
denial. · · · 

Jimmy Lee Smith, who killed two' 
people near Marianna, won ~ delay 
earlier from the 11th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals less than 12 hours . 
before he was to die in Florida's elec- Jimmy Lee Smith 

tric chair. killed two __ people 

' - --------,..·---

,,,--,, 
, J . 
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David l. Washington" 
killed three people 
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Florida -toe:xecute'. 
'waShiiigfoil; Smiih·' 
executio11 halted . . -

By MIKE McQUEEN :: --_ 
The Associated Press- -- . ' . , . _ _ _ 

_ STARKE - One of two Florida ri:mrder~rs 
' whose executions were delayed for 24_-hours won 

'. an indefinite stay Thursday, but the Supreme Court 
. declined to spare the other, and prison officials 

. said he would be executed in the electric chair at 7 
a.m. today. _ · ·, :-<\ - - ____ . __ _ ':' 

: . The 11th U.S. Court -of Appeals in Atlanta 
;· granted a stay for Jimmie L Smith, and the U.S. 
:· Supreme Court later refused to lift it The justices, 
, without comment, left intact the appeals court 9:r-· 
: der sparing Smith's life· until it studies his latest· 

: iegal arguments more closely. ·--~. _ -- -- ._ - -
1 . But the Supreme Court ruled 7-2 to·approve the 

execution of David L. Washington, a convicted tn~ 
pl~murdere:r, and left intact ah earlier order by 
the federal appeal court in Atlanta, which ,I7.lled 
that Smith's arguments of ineffec;tive trial counsel -
needed closer study. · ' - . ,-: ·, -::-:-. · ': 'f , · 
. Florida Depaitment of Correctio~s spokdma~ 
Vernon Bradford said his execution had been re:-

- scheq_uled for just after dawn by State Prispn Su-. 
perlntendent Richard Dugger. : '< - - · · · · · 

.-:-~,-~-:~··>.~i-, .. ~.7. :•..: ./:· . ' -~ ;~ -· 

Se,!J_EXECUTION. ~1f page SA' --
t ?'}'... :_ . ~~ ': ,, --- ' . 

ii·-
.a- -~·· -.{·. 

;-,,. T 
t.,: __ 

~ ~ i" 

Exec uti On , . . nation's first double execution in 19 years, . 
_ _ : ·, , - ._ .. • c ','We feel that a stay of execution should 

•From page 1.A.°· - not have_ been granted ... that tMre was no 

_ _ legal basis for it," Assistant Attorney 

i,. -"He was still calm. He didn't ·seem to be - General Ray Marky said in Tallahassee. _ 

t 'surprised. There doesn't seem to be much ·· Washington and Smith had been "just 

·· reaction on his part,". Bradford said of . sitting in their ·cells" · earlier · as their 

Washington's reaction when he l~rned . appeals were being considered by the 

/he'diost_theappeal.- _,,_,_'" .·· ;-,.-,- llthCircuit,Bradfordsaid.: ,_·,-;.·.· _ 

;.· Smith was "still apprehensive''. after · Smith, who· killed a woman and lier . 

; learning of the Atlanta court's reptjeve daughter, and Washington, a tripie-'.mur

, since the decision was_ being appealed to _ derer from Miami, had been scheduled to 

; the Supreme Court. But once the high : die shortly after sunrise Thursday at the 

t court spared him, "he was yery pleased," · Florida State Prison near Starke but won 

~ Bradford safe[ -- --:-- -~ : . temporary reprieves from two different 

Death warrants for the men, who killed . federal courts late Wednesday. · · 

.. :rive people betweenfoem, were set to ex~ '_ .. Early Tnursday, Georgia executed 

'. pire at noon today. The can:;,ing out of _ ddrth row inmate Ivon R. Stanley after 

'_ botll sentences would have marked th~ the U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear 

{ -~, - '.· ·~ .. : .. '. ·, ' .. ., :~::,,.·..... : . .., -,_ .. '.: . .:~ ': : ~ ,- . ... 

'"' 

his,appeal. He was the 21st prisoner exe-; 
cuted since the Supreme Court restored" 
capital punishment in 1976 and the first 
black ·executed in Georgia since 1963. 
Florida has 'executed six killers since 1979 
but hasn't put two to death on the same 

· day since 1964. - : 
_ Washington was visited by his moth~r 

and other relatives _ Thursday · whHe 
capital punishment foes paid a brief visit 
late Wednesday to Smith, who was "a little 
more nervous than Washington," Brad-
for,d reported.·' · 

Washington, 34, was under his third 
death warrant for a 1976 crime spree that 
claimed University of. Miami student 
Frank Meli, elderly Miami resident 
Katrina Birk and homosexual minister 
D~el Pridgen. 
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Sun reporter Martin Drummond adjacent to death .. clfamber that 
witnessed the execution of David the sentence . had. been carried 
L •. Washingto~ . . ::. · :· out · , . . .· . . . ]•·.: --

By MARTIN R~ D_RUMMc:>ND . Washington's_· only· visible: signs 
.Sun staff wri.t~r _; . · . ·· . · . during the electrocuti9n were his · 

STARKE·:..- Just before· 2,000 clenched fists . which·· slowly 

~ . volts of electricity surged through rotated during the 85-second burst 
• his slender body early Friday, ·of voltage. Just before1 FSP Super-

Florida Death Row inmate David intendent Richard Dugger called 
~ . .. . I 

l L. Washington smiled, said he was a halt to the executioµ, sweat be-

i sorry for the three people he mur- gan dripping from 'o/ashington's 
dered in 1976 and that· he was hood-covered face. ' · · 

\: "kind of nervous'.••. Just after the· death 
~ The 34-year-old black man, a pronouncement, the 12 news me

former migrant worker, said if his dia witnesses,' 12 "official" wit

death brings. any satisfaction to .. nesses picked by _the state i:md 18 
; the victims' families, "So be it'" ·corrections employees filed out 
l · 'Tm sorry for all the grief and quietly ·except for a co:u.ple of the 

heartache I have brought to official witnesses 
1
who were 

them/' he saict : ·· · .. ·· ~. . . smi!Ing and joking, though their 

; And in his last advice to 220 oth- conversation could not be 
; er condemned . prisoners, distinguished. One of the two had 
, Washington said, "I'dljke to say to said before the electrocution that 
~-- all the guys on death ·:row, don't Washington's death "is a good re
. ·how to defeat ~- don't. bow to a · minder that we live fo a. l_ot less 
: victory -· don't bow to a defeat" than perfect world."· '. · . · . . 
;. . 'Tm kind of nervous," ,he said Also smiling were a;pair of cor-
'.. · with a half-smile. "That's all." rections officers standing in the 

At 7:09 a.m., just over fiye death chamber next 'to Washing
; minutes after his apology, ~e was ton's body:, ~ ~- . :· , :. . > . 

declared· dead by Florida State· .. Washington had been on Death 
· Prison doctor canh Nguyen. Pris- ·Row for ·more than seven ·years 
. on Sgt. Don Gladdish then told 42 f., • · • .. ·· , • -~ ,,..--:: '>. 
: _ witnesses crowded into ~-. room . See EXECUTION on lpage SA 

.. :: , .• ·, . ; . . . .. . .. - ·: . r 

~ 
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Execution -:~ 
~ . ~~: 

,From page IA . ;~ .. --
••"' 

for the brutal September 1976 slayings of-:~ 
University _of Miami-student Frank Meli, elderly~, 

. Miami resident Katrina Birk and minister Dan.:',;' 
}el Pridgen: The bodies had been stabbed a total:~:__: 
.of 27 times and, in addition, Birk had been shot {,,< 
'., ·Meli had begged for his life. before. being--' 
.killed; police reported at the time. . 
'. In · Miami, Meli's mother, Dolores · Meli Lo . 
"Proto, told the· Associated Press Washington's_ 
·execution was long overdue·: · ' •·. - - · ~ i 
~ "My son was tied up for two days, stabbed n: I 
times in the chest, .and I'm supporting'.'. 
.Washington, I pay taxes. My' son is dead. My son· 

1 

would have been an attorney today.•~. ;: -·. ~ • 
· When convicted, Washington told Circuit'. 
Judge Rfchard Fuller to sentence him to death. "I·: 
don't want to die -·you know ?"hat I mean? But~. 
I sif up in some jail and rot, _rd rath~r be killed,'~ I 

he said then.- · . ·•---·· -~ .· • ·.: · ... ' . · · ;. 
. ._ ~. ~ , . • .. , . . . . • "' I 

Dunng the. seven years, two death warrants· 
'!iad been signed by _Gov. Bob Graham but boU,.: 
expired after the.U.S. Supi:_:eme Court blocke<!'. 1 

them. , . . .. . · . . . . . ;,., 1 

: Aggressive legal efforts . during recent days". ! 

were waged by death penalty opponents against · 
the death warrant signed in June by Graham: 
'.fhe opponents, claiming an arbitrary and dis; . 
criminatory sentencing process, were able tq • 
block Thursday's scheduled_ execution when the 
U.S. Supreme Court said' Wednesday it needed i 

;more time to review the sentence. -· . : ! 

, But late Thursday, the Supreme Court justices : 
_'rejected the last-minute appeal and let · stand 
'their earlier stay which expired at 6:59 a:m. F~ _; 
·day. In anticipation of the execution, Washington 1 

· was fed a breakfast of his choice which included 1 

-fried shrimp and oysters, french fries, hot rolls ; 
, and a quart of vanilla ice cream. ·: 
~ _At 7:04 a.m., Graham's decree was confirmed • 
:by phone and then carried out by a black-hooded i 

,. executioneF who threw the switch for a fee' of , 
• $150.in cash. · · - · ·, ; 
;. • • 

' 
/- I 

: Washington's body was picked up by Charles 
' Chestnut of Chestnut Funeral Home .. Cremation I 

is· planned by Washington's family who· wili ! 

~ spread hi~ ashes in -µie Atlantic Ocean .. :- c 5 ·• 
. Washington's execution is the seventh carried·' 

.. out by the state since Graham took office in 1978. 1· 

: Nationally, 21 other men have been executed , 
• since the Supreme Court reinstated · the death , 
;- penalty . in · 1976, the latest faking place early 

1 

- Thursday morning in Georgia. ' ' 

,. 
• I 
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~~·. . . . '-.-..: · ,..,=.,· - -·· ..•... :·"' ... ~ •. < ;_·; _.:': ,.,, · ,_ •. :··: •. , . . Gary·woHson/Sunstaff.Ph.o-tOg"ripher 

rlefi:_ Sl,!?~~~G~~~y~ ·a (;ain~~;~i!l~ -~ttorney ·wno volu'nteereq h_~; sir~i'ces to Jielp David .• 

\ .. Washingfo!i; i:eacts to tne execufiOn while outside Death Ro.w:·Rig~t: Margaret V?-ndiyer/ 

fa lega! assistant to Washington's attorneys, stands with the parents of Arthur Goode IIL_ 

fGoode died inflorida's ~f ectric chafr earlier this year:. ~- . ' ! ~ •• • ' • • • 

t>>···· .--_ '· ._; .. :·:.;,\.._ ·:.~ ... :'"·.·.:•::;'°.,~ .:~-... -·\t ;-·.''.· ::. :-:.·, -·/:·~.-.•:,.'>;:. .·~.: . ·-' ~l•L 
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Protesters ff\;Vail signf11 
of Washirigt()I)_'s death 
By PAULA HORVATH-NEIMEYER ·. go through last night is unforgivable." 
Sun staff writer· · · ; ,· · ' "'· · They stood with Dick Burr, a West 

As a red sun bi;oke ·over the horizon Palm Beach attorney who had taken 
early Friday, some 50 protesters took Washington's case during the past few· 
up a vigil behind a wire fence across weeks. Burr had just_ returned from 

. from Florida State Prison to await the Atlanta where he had been fighting to · 
death of a man few of them even have his client's life s~ared by the 
knew. ' · . _ , :. · . · courts. _ · · · _ · 

_ - Behind the tan walls and barbed__ , "The courts are an impori.ant place· -
wire fences of the prison across the where the fight for life and decency . 

~ street, 34-year-old Davi_d Leroy - takes plac,e; But tlie comµ will'notdo 
Washington, convicted of killing · anything to stop ( executions) until the · 
three people in Miami, was preparing people of F)orida say they don't want . 

. to die. - ~ . _ them anymore," Burr said. 
_ Washington, a sometimes migrant _ Standing· silently .. with the· other 

worker, had lost a final bid for his life protesters were Arthur and Mildred 
late Thursday when the Supreme Goode, the parents of Arthur F._. 

Court rejected his appeal. He would Goode Ill,' a convicted I child rapfa~ 
- be the: . seventh man executed in and murderer who was: executed iri 
Florida since the Supreme _ Court early ApriL · · _. I ·/ _ 

reinstated capital . punishment in ,· · if was: 't11e r~t ex~cution- the 

I976- . · . · . - · --:- - · -. Goodes had attended since the 1979 

~any of those who had ~athered , .. execution of John Spenkelink when 
Fnday had traveled to the mISty co"\V their son :was· waiting on~ Death Row. 
1:astur: before to protest the e~ecu- And it was the first time either of _ 
tion_of the othe:5 at the Starke p~on. them had ventured near 1Starke since 

_ Their prot~statioI?-5 sounded faII?liar. their on's death three months agoJ 
"Executions Equal Pre-Meditated _ -s : - , · 

1 

1 

Murder" proclaimed __ one sign. "Stop "It was_ the first timr we could 
State Murder" was · scrawled on stand coming near here," :Wtlldred 

, _an9the:r, . _ . -Goode said. Her husb~nd said :tie 
~ . ''.These nien are here (on death hoped their presence "would do a lit-
~ row) for the most part _ because tle good and make some impression" 
they're black and in the second part in support of the anti-death penalty 

_ because they're poor," the Rev. Larry · movement · : 1 

_ i_ 

· Reimer of the United Church of Silence descended m~er the cow ; 
' Gainesville told the protesters. pasture as the protesters awaited 

A single death penalty backer stood. word on Washington's fate. Even tlie 
i. . . • , · •. . I 

quietly apart - - · ,. , : normally boisterous press corps was 
Although Washington was nothing quiet as all eyes were focused cin the · 

more than a oame to most of the the side doo;i: lea<!ing froµi "Q wing" 
protesters, some had_ met the con- _ of the prison about a quarter of a mile · 

· dernned man and even fought for his away where the death warrant wds • 
life .. - ' . . ' ; r, . .-. . . - . . . . : being carried ou_tl i : .. , I 

I Joe Ingle, director of the Southern:)_ Suddenly, the _ door opened and 
Coalitfc>n on Jails and Prisons, and' several small figures emerged. One, 
Gainesville attorney Susan Carey had believed to be a wire service report-

-_ stayed with Washington until the ear~ -er, came forward, faced _ the _ cow _, 
_ ly morning hours as Vlashingtonrnff--pasfii:r(fand waved a whitl; cloth slow- :. 
' with and prepared his family for his_ ly back and forth over hisihead. It w~ ,, 

. • • •· . • -. I ' 

impending death. . <: . ' . , the standard sigmtl to q~er reporters_ 
_ "The death penalty creates a whole waiting iri the cow pastm;e. . : _ . f' 
: _ new dass of victims,,> Ingle tol<l re: _ '· The execution of David Leroy : 

porters. "Th~,pain his family had to .Was~ingto~b~d ~7en completed. I ; 
, .• ,-· •. -'· ..,._ -· - "'· - -·•~;-.,.._ • .• .,\!I,.· {;,,,c 

, __ 

~ 

----..5 

" 



- --~-------- ------ -------- -. 

-~ .'f; ,-,: . .. ~r . 

,. 
... to:-

' ·{/ Top five counties fo convictions 
:ll.::r,:• 

. ;:: , resulting in execution by electric 
chair since 1924 * . ' . . 

Duval _____ 35 
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Dade _____ 26 
- '. "(;';;i,:.:t'. - ·" ' -

,;·_-_Hillsborough.. 16 
. ' 

Pinellas 1 
• 16 

Alachua 1 10 
•'. ; :!, . • • • I .' ~ • 

* ·sefore· 1924 ·executions were carried 
out at the local jail o_r; prison by hanging. 

" ' 

St1t~wid~: 203° (133 black males, 

71: white' males and ~o women. · 
Average age 32) · c· 

1 

'· 

"i . 

friends say \Vashington:showed 

i~Illorse for familieS. ?f Victims 
R:;:. MARTIN R. DRUMMOND social workers and do~ations from private sources. 

Sun:staff writer . · . . Ingle, Carey and anqther Washington counselor, 

)oe Ingle and Susan Carey often talked with con- Margaret Vandiver, told The Sun Thursday that by 

d~mned killer David Leroy Washington about a offering sympathy to 1 the inmate over the past 

· variety of subjects such as sports, religion, the years, they were not trying to lessen the horror the 

weather and life in prison. · ; :. .· .. • . . . . . . families of Frank Meli, Daniel Pridgen and 

"One thing they .didn't like talking abou~ but did Katrina .Birk have endured .• · . 

so~ ·anyway, was, death. And when they . did, "We really grieve for them. But it (Washington's 

Washington often cried. death) is not going to lessen anything ... bring back 

it. was not so much the painful idea of his own their loved ones," Carey said. ' 

life ceasing - which occurred Friday. at 7:09 a.m. Ingle ~aid one of his missions to the relatives of 

--: but the sorrow that filled him because of three murder victims is "to help them see what ven

brutal murders he committed almost eight years geance will do to them and thejr families. It will 

ago in Dade County. . . ' eat them alive:" . 

. . ,Washington, his friends said before the execu- Ingle said he -hopes the public does not view 

tiQn, is "eaten up" v.'ith grief for the three families death penalty opponents as endorsing murder or to 

who have likewise been grieving ever since his worsen the _grief of viytims' families. "The impor

stabbing, robbing and shooting rampage took the tant thing they need to understand is that we are 

liyes of their loved 9nes. "He is remorse personi- not out to hurt them bp.t out to stop a (state) mur-

fied. David Washington weeps and has for years on der," he said. · . . 

what he has done," said Carey, a volunteer lawyer Carey said Washington's execution is an 

· who knew him for six years. ' . · _ · · · · · example of how capital punishment "keeps the 

· . Corre~tions officers afthe Florida State Prison murder horribly aliv~. Because of the · morbid 

. h~ve confirmed that Washington would sometimes character of the execµtion, it keeps public atten-

cryJn his cell at night · ~ . :~: ·• ·.. Hon on it (the details of the past murder)." 

~ '. Describing the inmate as "a nice guy ... lovable," · ·The three advocates of Death Row inmates said 

qtreysaid Washington had been a model prisoner they win likely have ~ittle time to focus on Wash

who would never kill again, even if released on the ington's death because of Gov. Bob Graham's pro

. s"trfet "David is a good person who diet a terrible lific signings of death warrants. More than 80 have 

_thing," she said. ' . been signed since he !was elected in 1978, though 

.. Ingle, a minister from Nashville, Tenn., said legal blockades by Ianers have k'ept the execu

Washfo.gton "just snapped" when he committed the tion total to only seven: · . · · , .. 

murders. · · ' · · · · ._ . · "You)mow what happened is terrible. Toe whole 

:. · During the past few days, however, Ingle said he machinery of the state_ is set on killing that one 

h~ rarely seen such . a . display. of "V{armth, person and when you lpse (the appeal process) it is 

genuine, human concern" as in Washington. so deva$tating," Vandiver said. .· 

.... '¥uch of that concern was shown toward fan1ily "But you know that as soon as one is over, you 

· . m.embers Thursday night when the. tali, ·slender don't have time for your sympathy. But we're not 

. . ~~hington visited with them for fqur hours, at one going to give up," she ~said. ·. 

," point putting his 12-year-Old daughter Florence on yandiver, a graduate sociology student. said· 

-~:: Iris knee and Jelling her to '_'hit the books, really . Graham and state Attorney:General Jim Smith are::. 

: :'. ~r,k ~d~ so she -v,,o_uldn't end up· lik~ _him. ~· .. , ~'building their politicai careers on this issu~ ~ ; 

' ..... Florence had come :with Washington's mother,~ . The three protesters said the death penalty in 

__ )'.ul(a. l.Iis fat.lier is dea(i He ias divorced.. He was· Fforida will never be abolished. until the publi~: 

. ·w~r and _legal· representation. in··recenf·weeks· persuad~·enoughstate fogislators.·to change the: 

:qfuie only because of donated time by lawyers and capital punishment fa:w:' · · r · :. · · • ,;, 
,·'!I,."' ._,_.... . •·· ···•- , ..... - .•.•. ,,. "'- $.... ··-.,,:.,. .••• -~.,, ... ,1...:-..:~ .... ---.·-•···- -- .• -.~ - ,.:.· .- -:.· L-· z • ,. : •. o::;..,zt.;,.'i. ~~· ·-" .,,- - • -, . ,, < • "" 
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Just enOugh killing.[ ,,. ,,,_ .... · .. ~ 

ii'! ~--. :-i;"i: . : : ;· . ' . . : :'-: . )', ,;_c ·:. : .•· ,: ., .• . '-; . \~ ' i. 

"rlie:re's no pleasing some people·. Neyer mind - - - • • ~ --- , -

that under.the aggressive leadership ~f Gov: Bob Sun editorial-;.':· 
Ghlham Florida has become the nation's Mecca for :J . 

electrical vengence. N~ver mind that. while. other . . . . .. . .· ' ; . . . , .. . ., . , .. '-' . 

states struggle to dispatch their,fi.rst miscreant Gra~ . Killers of biacks, for instance, need worry almost 

ham, with yesferday's executfon of Dayid ·. 'not at aii_a!)oht D~ath Row. White killers need fret 

Washirigtori, has put ·sev:en .souls under 'the jailh9~e. . about if less tian do biai:ks. And killers from the up-

. . ~ more than twice as. many as 'any other state. . per social° and economic classes can do as -little as ·. 

. . . .. . . ·• i.>>' . .· . .- · -' · •:. - five to 10 years hard time for their crimes. And it is 

Forget that the meting out of death has.been the safe to predict that Florida will likely never execute 

Graham administration's most wildly successful · · , · i · ·· : ·. · ·· -·. 0 " : ·: 0 · · -· 

. . . , _ .. . .· . . . a woman. ~ ,. , . , 
public policy achievement-~-- far outshining efforts. _ · . . " }': . . , .. _ _ _ 

to; say, :refonn Morida's.fangi~d tax ·sYstem or ·fully . So forget about detefren~e. Given the nature of 
. " . , ., . . . - . • - . r .. . , . . - . . 

fund schools. . . .. • : ..... _ r .. . ; ·· the selection process, any killer who is cold-blooded 
. • '. ·" . ... , .. . • . . . • 1· ' .• 

. ,· . - , >- , . -. J: .· . ;' .... · ... . ._ . and calcul~ting enpugh to stop and think _ 

. And so what if Grahatp h~ signed 82 death war- beforehand about the consequences of his deed will 

rants? So what if he Js deplore_d by --~mi;iesty likely conclude that electrocution is awarded in 

International, the Blad! !='.ongressional qucus,. all Florida on a lottery-like basis. And the odds against 

manner pf anti-capital ptmishment groups and some drawing an lili.Iucky ntimber are great .,_ . 

religious organizations?> :;:·• i.,·.• ". > ,. '·. ·,, · "·. - · · -,· · · ·+· · - . , 
.· . · · ·,-;,;:ts i:-.: ··, · · .· .. ', · ~ EvenifGriiliam:didsignanother32warrants,and 

Because if Graham were really serious about even if half of them were carried out forthwith, the 

', Florida's capital P.V~ish~e,nt_ mandate, ~e would. additionalex~cutions wouldn't change the statistics 

have signed 114 warrants by now -:- enou~h to pa- all that mucht ., ,, ·. 

per his o~fice wall, ,_ _· ·. ::· · · .. ,, . ·;· ,~ 5 · 
· • · . ,. , :- · . . , . Maybe, then, Graham's percieved reluctance to 

That's the contention of the National Law sign every warrant within arms 'reach stems not so 

Journal, a New York legal ?Ublicati?n that analy:ed much, as ttie Jburnal irtlplies, from his sense of po-

. Graham's ?wn c:r:iter_ia fordet~rmimpg when t~ sign ·litical presefvation, as it does from Graham's ·_ 

warrants a,nd four1d th8:(Graham could today sign at appreciation for the concept of the execution as 

least ~2 -;-2-.,many_for_ihm8:t~s _who havey~t_to see ritual. .. f, - . ~ .. ; 
0

. , 

1 

their first death sheet Those inmates are npe for . f _ . . .. - • •. 

dispatching, by virtue of having had their sentences Whether a~curate ~r n~t, there is a irnwing . 

affirmed by the Florida Supeme Court and the p.S. perceptio·n~; a fear,· :among Americans that, 

Supreme Court, and having had their pleas for somehow, crime is oufof control, thafpeople are no 

mercy rejected by Graham and the Cabinet., · ·1onger safe'intheir homes or streets. That fear natu-

.. : . :, . . ; ' '" .. ,: .. : .. ' . . .· rally breeds hnge{and resentment; and 'a logical 

. Whythe_hestitati9n th~n? D~vi~ K.aplan, a lawYer ·outgrowth rif that is a public sentiment for ' 

and Jou111al_ sta~fer? impU~ that e~en? Pto-death executions; ... r . 1· . } :i.' ' ·, : .... -: . ; · · .. · ; 

advocate _with as strong a stomach ¥ G,raham's. ... ~-. · ~- . ,: ; .. _ · _ · ';, . 
. . .•-, . • . . .. ,, . . . . . . :. .t -· - . ., . . 1. • ~. • 

doesn't thin~. his public w~mld_ sit smiling through a That someone goes to the chair periodically is ; 

veritable ·wave of executions, ·the likes of which is sufficient to appease. that pub.lit anger arid ' 

· unseen outside of _Iran. Insteag, the J~urnai implies, resentment And it really doesn't matter to the pub-

Graham rations· out just enough death.· ·, · .. '. ·. . iic that the selection process leading to death row is • 

;, ', . ·:;· . ., ='. : . ;: ,_-~ > • .. · :: i . • . -1.' . si:> s_ereri_dipitbus/or so iracially and sorially selec-

. Death and pollt1cs are me~c_ably !mked; tive as to dilute the deterrent value. · 

Kaplan wrote. He quoted F,Iorida qearingho:ise 9n ,: .· •: -.: -.. : i·. · •. ) ; · , 
1 

_ _ 

Criminal Justice Di:i;ect!)r Sc:harletteHoldman, who To a very r~al degree; David Washington drew an 

safd "he wouldn't sign 39 warfcmts tomorrow simply unlucky nu~ber and dii:;d. on Friday for the sins of · 

because it W0'.11d appear so tµIS~ernly and repulsive murderers a?d crimin~ls eveirwher~. And to th_e , 

that it would backfire on him.~~ • . . . - degree that his death slaked the public fear and an- 5 
• - · ·. );~: /,:; '. -~ .· / ~: .!• : .· · •, ; ;, . • ger, at least for the. moment, his execution was not i 

·• "He wants to look stroi:lg)?At ctyilized, not unlike a ritualistic warding off of evii spirits~; .. ·t. T 

.. slobbering at the mouth," she added. -.. , · , :: :·. . . _ . _ ' · , , r 
. . : . / . Death Row continues to be reserveci' for the ; 

It's tempting to shnply accuse ~~ham of playing . poorest, lliE:. blackest, :t11e least intelligent and tl!e f 
.· politics with. the electric chair ancf have done with low~~~ ~ong our: o~enders: For the_purp?~ t; 

. it. If, for instance, Graham really J>.elieveq in his of serving fiJ.~ ntual, a David,Was~mgt?I.l W11l do J~ ; 

much-touted contention tnat electrocution deters as we~ as, say, the Clea11W~ter Me~odist pastor w~o · 1.1 

, as~:f~tii;~;,;i~~;i~l! iit:~i~;f?~;1:;:i1 
> :_ :lf~-f{1\~\~:';if.~0~t:.~i;~,}~~;~~~~r~~:~~!:~ {s~E>;,t~~~;~~>}-~~·:i:~-: -.· · .. • : _ ~=~::~~~v~~!~~>k~~<:t::u ~~~~6 !fu~:-.,1 
L :·.; !t's -~an;IJ~fargqe g~t~rr~nc(jlle~,, ~~cauy; who buried his\vffe alive' with a bulldozer or tbEfo}:·1 

::--;Y:~;_!f!_J!~~Ft~ln_~f ~o_:_:~\f_-,1-~~t,1~·.~;f f_<>fth_-~_:; __ ~_ ~;_ ... _t:_~-~:~_~,:_;J_: ___ :fu_·~-:~f:,~_--_-:,_1~;? __ -}_:_j; __ :j[t'_:_~_l · .. _: 
numbersshowthatcertamgroups_of __ kille~hav~an. : '•\> :.:,,,~::·< 1-:- -, .1-: , J,t '.' . •, ~- Z'';',,, -~-- :• 

ev~n-, s1n;anet <;_D:~1:c~- Y_L ~~if?,f~l~-~i_?-~fo:r __ ~ .~g~::_:_T~~:I;i~aI,,is ye7g~n ___ c~\P¥J.~·~-~-~- :~-mple_·. J~_i_:_. _ ._1_1 
Gnm Reaper . . ,:' ·t': ·.t-; · · -.· ·--·· · · · ... . ,-;: ',,: · · . dont ever confuse_1t Wlth Justice.···.·-:-:·,·-···:·• . . ;, I 

· .. }l:--;:-.t ····'· ,- •-·:· ,~'<::.fC·:}:,:}.:t ;:·1·•:,y,=>:,>:i-, >· ·•·f ! 

,,. 



28 ST. PETERSBURG TIMES f • WE_DNESDAY, JULY 11, 198~' 

! 

~ .... _ - ( 
, .. \ ," ,, 

. '. .. { 

~ 
I 

. ' '. 

'- Sllpreffl~ COtUff r"efoses tO b1oirik' ... 
. . . ' ':-: ; :•· .. • ' . : .: . . ·, .: .·. ,. .· -t. . . (., .. , " " .. - ·. · .. ,. . . ·. ' . ' . 

e_~~£~t•:~,~~ ,§:,:t_ tor .. J'1ur~d~y· .. _ 
Bu;,: JdOPN -PE~r- _ · .f ·, ; ·. · ..•.. · : ·\ '• • · : ·' . :- ·' s~~ Pris~~ 6 S~k~_:S~ith ~ad ref~ecfan;,ion~ to 

nite ress~uernat,ona talk · ·h rte· · · · I ' · · , . , °1¥,t repo rs., . . ~ , 1 

TALLAHASSEE ~ The.-Florjda Supreme Court· , ·' Six prisoners have· been put to. deathj'in Florida's 
i Tuesday refused.to block two executions scheduled for three0legged wooden electric chair since 1979~ five of 

· Thursday; setting the stage' for furious last-day ·legal them since last Thanksgiving. None of the ~ix has been 
battles in federal courts at opposite ends' of the state. ·. _executed while upder his first death warrant. . .. . . fa separate 6-0 rulings, the·colirt cleared the way for · ·. . Washington, 34, is under his third warrant, while- · 

/· ,· 

what could he the nation's first double execution in 20 . Smith, 30, is under his second. · . . • .! . · . . • . • .• · 
years. . ·. -.. ·, : . ' ... _" ' . -~ ',:, .· . .. . . Prison_ offic_ials began preparations fo~. the execu: WASHINGT_ON ' _,, ; The~ ~esday evemng ~d a ~tay of executi~n · . t10ns, which were schedule? for shortly I after ?.awn ._ · · · · · 
issued earlier m the day for triple-murderer David. Thursday. Goy: Bob Grahams death warrants expire at ... 
Leroy W~n, w~o' cou].d become the ~econd bl~ck , noon Friday.. ': ·,. · · · > 'L\: _ :-> ·" ' 
executed m Florida smce the death penalty was rem- · · . If bo~h executions iil'e earned out, 1t would be _the . 
stated in 1976. · ·: /., / .. · first time since the U.S. Supreme Court lifted its ban on . 

" EARLIER, THE JUSTICES refused to grant a . capital punishment e~gh~ years ago tha~ t+ prisoners. 
• stay for J"'nnmy Lee Smith, convicted of killing a Mar- have been executed w1thm a ~.:hour penod

1

m the._same 
ianna ~oman and her-1~-year-old daughtei: in 1978. · . state. . . , . . -- , , ' ·:- . . 

, Attorneys for both death row inmates said.they will. .Florida's last double·executiori. occurred 1 on May ·12, 
take their appeals to federal courts. . . 1964, the final time Florida administered its ultimate.-

A hearing on Smith's mercy plea is scheduled for this punishment before the high court ruling stopped exec'u~ · 
morning before p.S. District Judge Roger Vinson in . tions for more than a dozen years. ., . · .i •.• 
Pensacola,and Washington's fawyer said he expected to · Washington, one of eight children, wk.s born int 
file a similar federal appeal in Miami. . · . · · · Trenton, N.J., but moved to Miami when h~ was 10. He: 

Tuesday afternoon Washington, who confessed to has never denied killing Daniel Pridgen, Katrina Birk 
killing three Dade County p'eople over il nine-day span and Frank Meli during a rampage of robbery, kidnap-
in 1976, caru;_eled a final press conference at Florida · ping and killing Sept. 20-29, 1976. 1

1 • JIMMIE LEE SMITH - . . . ' -- ~ .~ ' . '--------'-' --------------

" ' 

··" 
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Com_e_i!6dfromAP,UPfwjieS .•:. ·.,·. ·. ,,\ 
.. ;;. t' ' • ,.: ·• -

t· A killer wfi~ b~i~ h~ -~~tim alive _fa;ed iie~th in 
'Georgia's electric~ chair, a ~w mm,u:t;es af!er. !Ilidnifht· 
Wednesday, but tw-~~ ¢enrs~eduled, to die ._ll?- Fl9r1da 
·today received i;eniporary repri~vey. > .. · ._ ~ . _ _ 
! - The U.S. Court of Appeals for the lUh CircUit_ m 
1
.Atlanta' granted a temporary stay to Ji;m.my ~e Sm_ith at 
6:25 p.m. EDT Wednesday, a little. more than _12 hours 
"before he was scheduled.to die in the nation's first double 
~xecution in 19.years. The'court schedul_e~ ~ hearing for 
~9:30 this morning on Sm1th's case. --·"·; : ~1- -_ • , '.· ._. : 

f . A few hours later after the action in.the Smith <:?Se, 
\i.S. District Judge, Eugene P. Spellman- denied ~lie 
!vetiti6~ of David ½}Y ashin~n. But he granted a_stay of 
; execution for W asliington until 6:59 a.m. ED'f :f'.nday to 
"_gtve appeals co~ time_~ revi~w his d:nfaL ' . ·• _:. : : _ 
i : )f !ne stays ~e Jifted, Fl?rid_a has un~!_I noon F_nd~y to 
, execute the men who killed a total of five peopl~. ,·· ·_ , 
L ... Here.are. det,ruls·or the developn~lnts ll,.l both. s~tes: . ft· __ , __ i_--.--.. :c::}L\/_.-;~:~;oisi~}J}fj~; ):}_ \c. ·. • . 

r .'.'r;~~ Ray S~e;;;,?ig~ ;eh?Ol'drbp~~;ith an IQ.of 
_· 81~ was to become_ th~ 21st man exe~uted, and th,e secopd . 
in Georgia, since the Supreme Court dropped: ~ts ban p~ 

-Ji ri'-E' s 

'the death penalt.y in 19'76'.·;~,: • · ~ · ·: : . ' . r 
[/' ; ': "'Sr','?;;.?';· {f iaCuTi::~:.: ' ' ' ' ' 

E. ····.e· . ·. t•o s· •·. ' . . , the Florida Clearinghtjuse on Criminal Justice. • · X cu I n from 1-'-A The last double executions in the United States came • \ . • . • . I . • 

A three-judge panel _of the 11th Circuit in Atlanta. 
denied a stay of execution for Stanley Wednesday after
noon; ,md he was to be strapped into the electric chair at 
Jackson Diagnostic Center south of Atlanta shortly after 
midnight.· · . -: ' ·' ···. · .·.· 

Stanley and· another· man, Joseph Edward Thomas, 
28, :were convicted of the robbery-murder of Clifford 
Floyd; a prominent Bainbridge, Ga, insurance man who 
was robboo, _beaten, shot and buried alive in ·19?6. 

Thomas is still on Georgia's death row .. 
Stanley admitted_ he ·was present when Floyd was 

killed, but said it was Thomas_ who committed the I 
murder.· · · 

in 1965;. when Kansas ,_ which has since abolished the 
aeath penalty" - carried out two double hapgings, on 
April 4 and June 6. The1 men executed in April of that year 

. were Perry E. Smith and Richard Eugene Hickock, the 
killers in Truman Capote's book In Cold Blood: 

Since 1976, the _onJy instance 1n which _two inmates 
have been electr~uted

1 

on the same day ·occurred April 5, 
when Elmo _Patrick SoFier died in Louisiana for killing 
two ·teen-age sweethearts and Arthur frederick Goode 
was executed in Flori<Ja' for the sex slaying of a 9-year-old 
boy._ .. ··. __ -, ,;,, . . . ., . 

-. .. : ,:: . - . . ..;' . 

· Journal hin_ts politics plays role .. 
A'national publicat~on· says that although Florida has 

had more executions than any otl~er state since 1976, Gov. 
Bob Grah~ is not as yigorous. an enforcer_ of the death 

In Florida· . . penalty as he is portrajed. · · : •. ·I · 

Washington, 34, was to die in the electric chair at This week's issue of the National Law Journal says 
. Florida State Prison near Starke at 7 a.in., and Smith, 30, that while Graham can Sign as many as 32 death warrants , 
was to have followed him a few minutes later. The death now, he is Eigning them! either in pairs or individually. 'j 
wa.,ants for both men are in effect until noon Friday, so "Gov. Bob. Graham is committed to executing ; 
they could still be executed if their stays are lifted. • · murderers. ~ut not too many," the New_Yorkpublication·-' 

Florida has already executed six men since 1976, more said. · _ . - · . : . . • . ( 
than any otl\er state. . . . . . The publication hinted that Graham's decisions on . ! 

Officials said Washington and Smith were in holding who should be executed are political. - · :.- .. ·· :- . · .. "j 
cells about 12 feet apart next to the death chamber. They _ ."Death anq politics are Jnextricably linked.," the arti-. } 
could not see each other but could communicate if they cle says. While . Graham wants· to reap _the. political § 
.-..'!Shed. Apparently they had little to say to each other, benefits of implementing the death penalty in a conserva-
according to prison spokesman Vernon Bradford. · > tive state, ·he knows that' a wave or' executions could j 

,- .. Wash_ington, one of_eig~t childr~n !)om to a Tre~ton. . alienate vote~, the p1:3hp~tion reported.;_·_ . i- C . J 
N.J. family, came to MlaID.l when lie was 10. He adnutted Syd McKeilZle, the governor's general counsel; re- •. _ .-.; 
kt1Iing three people in robberies over, a. 10-day period fused to. discuss the ieaso~ Gr?ham signs a particuiaz: j 
because he di~'t have enough money to buy diapers for' _ warrant. 13ut. he emp~ _that Graha,m's decision to j 

, ~ n~rn-~ •. :. . .. >:•~' _. '. < ., -;,·. L ·. . ·.· _:_. sign a wazrantis b~_ on}he mei;i~ ofa ~: Generally~ j 
. · ' : Snnth, conVIcted of killing a ·woman and her 12-year-, the governor has.said .he1 s1gris warrants for pnsoners wlio··i 
; .. ~I~ child_in 1978, was abused whil: a child ~y his father,~ ~- hav_e been ()ll dea~ i<>~ the l~¥f ~d l\BYe::e~usteifl 
· grandfather and stepfather; according to Gail Ro..--I.and of . therr legal appeak, '··+t·;_.,;', .:,\ ;>:.;-,, · _·. · _,:. ·:; ,,(·. ,,· · • J 

.a,, - -. • .... :.....:,~"-.,••:..,.••,'.:e..:;~•~-•.~,,.~,.: • • ~.• ..._, • :_., ~•~• "'•;~~?!',-(.";i;•••~.'; ~-.'-'!:~' <:<::.-~• '.-, . .,_. . ..,_t"ifa;,:.• ,,c•.:;,;._:*,:.,'.,>,.. 
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... ,: hw,•1~\-' ·~r.ri1 . :·,"·:>··,,·,·: ".''• By·JON PECK :·-: :· ,,, ,:· •.' ·,l·.:;,\(;111:\i,:,,\ 1_)11(', ', :y:i ;\\', .. \•1i;\:,-,,;: ,/,/:/\<',\1/\linfa1rly ·suggested ,before· sentencmg·,'.that ;the- l .ves \of;;;,,•.,,)r!:Wi, ,l ,. . . ' '1': ;;:;-:li' 

( '.)Y;'<· I:', J -~\~~, .. ' .;,,::'.;1} . ' ,, ',, Upltod Pross lntorn_allonol · . r~ '. ·: '. . • .. ; : : ; . , ,': .' ... : }' ;· '::::<_;··· ' ;·: ;· '>;~:M::));,w asnington:s' ~ictims:\vete\vor'th. more than :_his o ,Vt), i. ;,",~ '! ·\:n·1;:;,r .· .. : ;\-: , . . . · 1 },; ~k 

:i:.:;J:.i_,, · ,.:.,d\~ d11-:1_-,_ · :.:.,-,::,_ ',;,)',-,: ~ :, STARKE·_:_; An appeal.·s court on Thursday':d.eriied "i(}.'.1\;1/r.'.·i\'. Bu. t >a_•;.<th. re~·-J __ ·u. dge._''pan._el ··o. r_·_the.· ._icou.rt r. eject( d. t··.hat·:· ... /'_/ ... '!''.J(.i~,--•._ ,l:_:./< .• _,.r;,.;1,r1_11~.. tr:,:.: 
,; ·

1

(·f'l,f j.:· 't'~!<h)j1t,~·."lrl'·~.P't,.. .f, t 'I', ·, f ·1~
1
• •• ·'. ,·. ~ t•, .J'.· ' . : ' • . . • . ·-: . . : ~ ,·· ·,: j~:i_-.~;r~:" .. .'' -:,··' t~;,~ -J: ~ ; /-_:.";, :,;. ,-,\-~-- --!:i11.':•-.!t1.~~, . .'1 ··,;'; f\W{ '( ..;'.)'', -:~···l -1:·1- ' .. /: •:::: ,:',.*·•\r'.\:.'.~; ;'.> . P;;,%'.t/;tk·-ff'·\<F.1/p,',,~;,.~.. ~f:J'~·"/ 

.. ( · 'fl i' ';, .. :.•. ;', ti/If , ·,,·. ·,,,!: '1.'stay of. executibn for one .of .two killers facmg-, the, _f1r8t'·-~•!\._:;NgllJne.~ .. !--;::··'.· :,, i;<.:,·,:,.:'.:;;;)i.'.\· '.,'. ,:t,::,y11,'!'i:,< ,/-/,, , .. ,::,::;;, 1, '':\,-1";{ • _%;u;1,,1,h;~:,'<i-\X;- ., 1?l-.; 

J~t\' ':;;;;;::\K ;';~;,.- _\;,,J-1:t):douple.'execution in 19"ye:ars,' b~t' gra:n'ted. \~~-. r_etit\</t}:_ qf !}}t __ •:1~/.f!iiiwE•'cANN<}r"16·~~~l~d~\~;t:'th~'.i~e~·~:k t<) whi~hi;f:<i:i}~, -~-.. t_)r;_;;4i:;.tf_:,i~.j; 
1
::'..rr,1

1
: . ~~~'-'. ·t;~wi~_ ~~tA ~•'\ ','''.'\_·').· the second dent,h-row in'n'late,: .,, ·;_·· '. '.·. r; (,'.1i11,if't;i~ [;}/l_),.,,:,f_r_1i:{_;._ ~xceptiori is: take_ri was lik.ely to hav_ -~-. h.ad any 'effe ;t up. 0. n t,.:._;';.ri:;}:i __ ·,11:_+'t.tl_··<;;;_~_._v,r.1t._!_,,_Jf 

_L,• ·~~-, 

1 
... <'dt_ ·,. ,.',,,',t·,i~C•·•.')/{ ,,., _,,_., ''Th . llth• US c· 't Court' of·Appeals in"'Atlanta"·'·•l,p ,. . '. ,· " .. '-' . ., ',. · .. ,. ' · ,(, ... ·;;.,\,t ,'• -~'' -§f.,.•;.,_,:,<pJi ;:.···'.·''<';;'>, -'~•'.·· 't ,,,, 

q•;,}y, ~1;r;1t•:.:,":)·~•:\11f>i11,.,:,.•'/';,, e , , · •' i_rcui ·. . · .· .:. -· ... _ . ;-•;
1
{.J:0;(,t,~es_en~en~ing"de_cis~9n9ftheJudge,l:':,,thepanel~:.ud;:,:;t::,:.ii\/;;/¾;,:~·,,:;ii.:,t'i:,:1~:,:tq'.Jft:;~;· 

1•·t_._•!,",. r-.~'~· ,~_-. ,., ·_''~i · ·~,,.::···.,· ··: turned aside a last-minute plea fromattorney_s f9r Dayid ,_ .. _,.r,1:-,..,_,i•, Earlier m_ the day·· theAtlant_a appeals comt a•·reed to 1'•,•(_,,.-},,-11i_•_.·,_ 'M_·-'·_, -· ___ ,,,. __ ,_, ·.,:_·_._·._·.· __ ··_.i_w, __ • .. ,_'::11_.>_ 

,,,} .,_,.. "--t~~-- ,,1H··•·I . ·. ' ,. L w h' ' d d f th l ' .• . ·''f th' ·,,,.,;•\',';',I. . ,, j . ,, . ,·,.., .. , .. ,
0
,,-,,-,1·'0:••f.4,,,..~ ,.--:4,,,,,,},.,·\:,·, 

:'.· .;:_' ._ ;i,_. ii~\··' •ki"tt,>J·".f~~- ·:::_ ::_.·, ,':! eroy. _as mgtol'!, con omne or e 
8 

~y
111

gs, 
0 iee,,:.·:1;_;_._)._a· ·_ stay of exe_cutioµ' for'S_m_ ith'_to _further.consider nis p_ lea \': __ ,/i};?.t•0 _, __ ~ __ 'f:#s_•~_-··_"'_-.,_:.': __ ,· . .,:.<1;._ ·. __ ':':_:·l;i_ 1 

. ;~~··;,,>' ._,: "t·fitat{~"ii! . ,;,;, ;, • .. , poop\e, .The panel refused to delay Washm~ton s e~e.cu,,-.. ,/;'.::-,;, 0r_ ineffec'ti\ie Qounsel.1',;,'.;· :, '•}'.,.:<t·.··,: ·•; :•;< .· ,', \:>/),\,:~ · o:- -td}j
6
~.--· .. , :.<.'fj· t: - ti< 

·.,t •_Jt i /t\;t1·,1;;:.'(;~:,i,,i,.~ .. :1, ·1,tion · boyond 6:59 a.m, today, and state· prison offi_ cials ·, .• ,,_:: ;::.,,;,!,, Flo.rid·a· :,··a· ·u' 'tnoriti' es· ·.·pro•'rnptl·y ,:_a· ske<l the Su_ preme _., · ,-: --~•· .... _ ·., '_utt}~f"_,~~,;'.¼P;_· __ -"·_·_.:;;_'_·.·, .).!1.· ·. ·: , 

' ' '·' -~~fi;J ,,:.:,\1: "~~~:;i .. ' (, ' . . . ' h' 7 . .· ' . ' . . . ,, . . ' . . . •·· il!t•t);.;t;~fl'il:::' H" A .. , 

/'i' ·· •;f~,.✓.~&.t~~J'.\,f,~;; .··· :::_:'w1;ire preparing to execute im at a.m, ,\' :' \e'-,,i'\, -i\1/( Cour(to throw ~ut\th1ntay but'the court rei used to' .'. ·' "1;/". '',.tlf,Aii,'f' ,.,.. ' 

~,. ' .. , '' , .. " : , ... ·., ,i:.,. ,,; .Jimmy Lee Smith 30 ·received a reprieve;:-'.':, ;,:, \ · :;· .. ,.;,;::/,f:.,1,.:·: -;: .- :1/{.1•/:,i'-r..-:.,:,-iil~•.,:.,.,\u::. '?.·,· . .- ,, . · . · .. ·•. '_.: .. .,,. . . '·!'". ~'7'\!; · . . 
1 

• 

~',WASHINGTON •'~'.:'•···~~ .... r'i•11'~!di.J.Y,lAttornoys for! w a~hi~gton. argued' that ·a,' p~osecut~rlJ~1;)~';,li!i~i+~;i.;~i,r.~'.ij~l}1}i1\,",1\~ij,;~.i;,ti•·r1aase see' EXECU_TION, 12-A1}i,:1.:~l'.~IV\ITH;;1ilil'.l:wfib·~('i:•i;.1;11;.,.'' \ 

JJi1.sj{~; t{{{:: !' ':· :;:;.,;:{() (f/:;,·:;' '..\_'·:.ti·•·. \i ;; ;".'',; ~-~-'. <:~i.i'.'._:j •;<-21!jT~>i·.,\·r t-F:~),:fh1Z·il.f-:B5''~.i;\:ifi;t:t~i·f'U:it11:J,\!i}\,:;;,;.:,r:·j(-,:> ,:d,: .,:,:;,:f·) ii'}, ·:;r;:',,\i•; ', ... ,;·, •_;:' ·,,; ' 'h:.'· 

. ;·~X~cution fro~'1~A:i:.':-"Mi~dii ~ight··;ears-~g•o' ~a~~lsi
0

tecl'l~Y,V 
/ ~;,/ .'.:. ·,': :'- · -. ··., ,· > :, · .' . · .. , • , ::))is family,. And fro~ her home in:{ 

. .":1consider the request. Death warrants\'\ ~entral. Florida,· ,Smith's impover~:i: 

., :for the.two men expire today atnoon;:'•;.:-·1shed · mother c~lled colleqt: Fery .. 

' ·. Earlier T~ursday, Ivon Ray Stan• _;,, hou~ to ,the ?le~rmg }wuse on crimi

ley, 28, · was executed at 12:15 a.m. ;; nal JUs\1ce to fmd 01;1t th_e status of . 

EDT in the electric chair at Jackson;:,· her sons app~al. S,m1thy1as· convict~: 

Ga., becoming· the 21st man executed . · ed for' the murder·. of. :& . Marianna 

iin the United States since the Su-,·;, :"'oman apd herJ?•year7~ld daughter· 

C tl d , d h l ·· 1n·1978 .. -,t•, ...... , ····•· ' 
~-., prell:!_e . our_ owe_l'_(l_~ its _ _flat_pena -:,.< . . ·, :· ·; ,,·.•.·.·j• :•:' ; ·· '·'.·~: :-,:<":. -· -· ., •, ·. 
, · ty ban 111 1976. , , · . . --:: ~ ·,.-:-;- • -State prison officials-were_prepar_..:_ 

·,· :, There has not been a double exe-,·,:,', 1ng Thurspay-night· to' move Smith' 

,·::"cution ....;'·two men executed in. the\(:_off death row_. 1'~~r did. not _expect_ 

,,:;s~1pe chamber on the same· day·-:-·,Jurther :ourt a9t1on:,?~for_e his war, 

, \8mce 1965, when Kans~s hanged two)/, rant expi!es at ~oon,;:, • . , : .; , ··, : : ,,, 

. ... n;en at on?e on two different occa-'\(· .- ·. Was~m~tonl, who. '.eceived sta?s.' 
, s10ns. Florida has executed six meri · .. · of two previous execution dates, said '. 

'. ;
1
s ince 1976, more than any other ·state.\ ; : !n an interyiew:, '.!I think my life was:· 

,•.;,. · . , · ~ .. ·., .'-,JJus~·onc,b1g.m1stake. I had all the· 
·, WHILE THE JUDGES pon·-y:.:·best breaks in life, all the right-op-, 

. -:,~ered and the l~wyers, argt:ed! Wash•,.:\ portunities. Seemed like everything I , 
/;mgton a:nd Smith _wa1~e.d 111 tSolate,d •\:-to_uched, I des~royed: Family, wife,' 

:\ cell~ 50 feet, fro~ _Flori~a's electr1c;~f.(ri~nds, everything, I Jltst destroyed.''.. 
:,;•; chair, Washmgton, •who' stabbed toi\,:;'.'· :1. • .• :,-, S~. Petersburg· Staff' Writer: 

\\ ;,death a'homosexual preacher, un'el-'{::\auri'e HQ II man :9ontributed to'· this 
, d l d . 11 . t d · · \' 11 • • • ' .. · ' ' • • , , 

;·,. er Y. woman a.n a co ege s u ent 1\1 ,' report,;-· _., ·, .-:~·-· ·, :; ', y_ ':,•' ,: :-: · 
• • ' • , ·• • ~ • , ' ., • ,, I • .' ' ' '. • ' 
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r:;:a~fOre·.··ex;~ti~iio~;-·;;~····~-;;·~-d-,_d;~:ght;;·:l-t~•···do-·bett:er,::,· 
J;:,t.;, )if, , ( • ' -,,,,. •'··. ",,~, i;·•:' . .'.1 ,___ • • ,, • .' ·,. ~ t ' ·,l '--- •, ,; • ":'. ~i;By;~AURIE HOLLMAN ; , - ,«, · ,:- "•t ,~·.,:.·_,: • . - , : ·,. · .. _ • · • • _ . - , •. , · · . , . -- . ,Jn ·a furrowed cow pasture ·near ·the 1 . V&!'.1.~.pt•f•burg TlmH Staff Writer'' ' · ' , ' •, ._. '. · ' ·•· · . · , · . · · · ,'. . , · · · · · J ·: pri'son,. about 40 people, some opposed to . 
if:~t.'./fifoRIDA.~STATE PRISON'_ on',5 · Dav!~ Leroy_Washlng_to~, le.~, ~pologized,to the ) ~- :capital punishment and oth~rs friends of.: ~;th 1-1..:fit · ht· f h' · 1·f · D 'd' 1 ,•. families ofh1s three v1ct1tns. 1 • the dead man, chanted, We Shall Over•,: t e •w, nig_ 0 , 18 1 e, avi eroy ,. /: " . •.,. · _,: come1 while a handful of death-penalty, 'i;;•Wash!ngton, wh? stabbed three peopl,e to,... . . ,_.,, ... ' . . • ';•,{,supp_or,ters across t~e f!eld looked'at .the';-t_doath1duri~g a violent robb~ry sp_ree,e~ght; ·:., ' .,, t '. /. I'm sorry for all the gnef and . '. _ex~cut!on chamber m silent approbation.-' fi;years ag?, ge~t~y ,set,t~e~,. h19..:,~~_Je~r old.·.-. · .,r, ;,- . · . · · ,~ :. , · This was to have·been a double execu•, ~1,paughter,on h1s,lap,,, ,,, .,1 _ ;, .. , • • ,, ,_ •• ;, ; heartache I have brought to the,m.v". \'tion,Florida's firat,in 20 years. Washing-< 
\''' "'i~ want•you t?·lo_ok at :m,~," he said, . If my death brings'them_any·-,:, . ton was scheduled 'to ~ie first followed i , • ouppmg her-chin m.-h1s ha~d, ~nd I wa~t · · • f. . _ ·- _ . . ., : , · -- ; , shortly afterward by Jimmy Lee Smith, i;;YOU --~o ·see where I ~m. I m gom~, to die·., •, satis action, so '?6 it.:.• -. convicted of murdering a Marianna wom- : 
1,;,here, and I want you:to do better.. · · ~fllllid., ____ ....;. _______ ..,;... ____ :__ ___ j . an and her 12-year-c)id daughter after the, 
\,;:·,'Less :tha_n eight hours· ·later,, David ,.. . _. _ . . , . _ . _;>·w?man said_ unkindthings about his girk t..LoroyWashmgton was dead, the seventh· • years. Prison Superintendent Ric,hard said. "If my death brings them any'satis.--:'. friend.· ' · · · ·' · · _,. ·-:~ :man - ,a?d sec~n4 bl~ck, 1?an - t~ die in Dugger asked him if'he had a~ything to \ faction, ·so. pe it." . . . / i • • • > : ; -Thursday night, however, the D.S. ~u-· ,/Florida s elect!IC chair, since tho death, .. , ~.,say, and Washington said yes. ·· _. · ·· • •· · _ . _ _- . preme Court uph~ld a lower court's rulmg ~ Lpenalty was-reinstated m 1972. · The 34-year-old convict then urged'his" :-: ·· · WHEN:.HE WAS finished, a black ... that delayed Smith's execution. The 30-, t;·,•••,Washington entered the death cham-.. ,dellow death-row inmates to fight their .. ·_ . :mask was pulled over his face, a switch-, _year-old Smith was taken out of his isola-: ,}bor'.ahortly ·after-'sunrise lt'riday. He ap•' .. executions. And he apologized to the £am•·•; \: was thrown · and 2,000 volts surged,'. tion cell 50 steps from the electric chair· f·peared calm and ~van smiled faintly as he'_ )lies of his three victims. , ; .. ·; · through h\s b9dy. His hands clenched and_ and moved to ~ death-row . ceU farther : kii,was strapped into,the:electric chair, the :• ". , . I'm· sorry for all the· grief and· · :then relaxed, He was pronounced dead at. :- from the execution chamber,· · ·· <: f'Sl\mf c~ai:r,Florida•·hall used for- the last 60;,,,: heartache• I -•have· brought· tO' them,",, h~ :_., ,7:~~·.a.~;_:_::,.,•, ~-i-Tr.("':.i- .,,,,;:.,•;; ,. ·,b. 3,:,,.,,.,-, ,.,.,; .. · _ _ · ,,,;,,,.,1,~;,-Please_1uu1~EX.E_CUTJON. 6-A'· __ ~-~~=-=~~-_ -.. ~--. -- ---~~-~---, ' 
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• -.=~·'c-. 1

' a~;hiteslrt~tancrda;k~l5l~e pants:--\.-\~s -;s~ur~-d-th~t the constitutional-\ ·.F'riday' mornitw couldn't say,' al-' 
-i"2,--"'•-::,w1-- X8CUtt0n ·trorn 1~A ' . Meanwhile, 'in the' dim, moist; J rights of the accused were fully pro•' :though they repeatedly ~ote~ that he' 

-·...........; · · · · - , .fields across the stre1:1tJrom the pris•' : , tected. The execu~ion of the sentence" : felt great re_morse for his crimes. He.-.. 
··· ...... SMITH'S DEATH warrant ex- ..... on, ·people opposed to his· death be- : assures. that the rights of..th~ people,/ ~leaded. guilty to three charg~s of,, 
, .'.: pired at 'ri.0011 I<'riday, so Gov. Bob':'.: gan to gather.' Some were-members of " M Florida are afforded s1m1l~! pro~ :, first~degree murder,' late; tell1~g a : 
'.'· Graham,will have to sign a new on_e ' · the Jacksonville Citizens Againatthe: ; tectio:n.:' . . ., · -- , · .: ·, , · ·, ·· ·t judge, "I did~'t:~ave,,any right to take•: 
. ;.·for him• to'. be executed leg~lly_. His Death Penalty. ,Oth~rs were attor:: i · As the su~ h,egan to rlse,-people ":,these peo~le s lives .. .' · · : 
- 'lawyers nrg~e that a psych1atr1c ~e- ,.;:•neys . who _.: h"ad , wor~e~ ', on , who agree with Graham ~bout the 1:,-, Washington or1_g1~ally_ sought 

1 

, ,port on ,Snuth w0:s w!thheld by the · "Wnshingtdn's appeal. One': said, ,she,) death pei;al!Y colle?ted a field apart '· death rather than ahfe m pris?n:_But<'. 
state nnd that·th~11' che~t ~hould get, _.had a boyfriend on death r,owt' ·· ,;- ; from their 1deol?g1cal counterparts · •, ~e subsequ~ntly appealed h1_s sen-, 

. n hearing to see 1f adm1ss10n of t~e .• i · • , · · ·.· ,: ;i and chntted quietly. among them• , {ence, cJnimmg he was poorly repre• :; 
. ,report into:evidence could &lter his •.· SEVERA_L ASSAILED GOV._.: selves. One membet of the g_roup,. sented·, by legal counsel. The U.S;: _. 

, · death sente11ce. ·- · . Gr,aham for his resolu,te enfo;cement ~ Burdett Gre~ne ,of ,Starke, said_ het'Supreme Court rejected. that argu• ,, 
. , .~ashington "':'asn_'t.so lucky. First of the death penalty m Florida. One, i supports capital pumshme11;t because-, ment' in May, and Washmgton t_hen.:,; 
. ; the 11th' U.S.· Circuit Court of Ap•· ,__ :of the most vocal was an ?lder~y m~n; ; "they've got.to stop something some• . contended that comments made by a 
'•···peals in Atlanta and then the U.~:.: ~ho said he_ was ,her~ w.1~~ his -~1fe~ ;, w~ere." . :- ., · ·. · · ·. . : . · . L; prosecutor during _sentend~g :were;~ 

. Supreme Court refused to delay his : for the governor~ partr, , · · · .Washington rece1_ved a death sen- ' improper. Fedenil Judges. d1sm1ssed , 
-.~ ·execution beyond 6:59 a.m.,Friday: · A, reporter pressed them to saY: ·, tence because he killed a homosexual•'..-,- 'that argument as well but' not before··' 
·,,: : . So Thursday night, he me~ ~1th . 1, more, ~nd the :W?man asked he~, hus•,. , preacher,· an. elderly woman a!1d a· · Washington was granted an extra 24 
. his' mother, his daughter, a mm1ster , band, You.gomg to tell them,.? · : 20-year-old college stude_nt during a ·· · hours to Jive. Both he and Smith were . 
, nnd other family members an_d . . "~~- Eh, you c~n tell them," he. '._ 12•day ra~png~ in Miami in 197~. ""originally scheduled to got~ the elec~·,': 

frjends. Then, at 4:30 a.m,, he ate his ;, said., My son was· e_xecute1 h~re a, ;':Rev. :Dame! Pridgen, a 69-yea~-olil t:dc,chair Thursday. · .• :· : , • 
_last meal - f:ied ~hrimp, fried oys- · · Jew months ago , . , 1:?at s right;, ; :h?mosexual_, was s_tnbbed sev_en tu~es ... Forty people, including reporters .
. ters, french fries with lots of ca,tsup,: ,,_G~o~e, Arthur Good~. (~oode., a · with a hunting kmfe. l<athe;ma ~1rk,. ,: -and official state witnesses, watched .: 
hot rolls, lemonade and a ha_lf-pmt of . ~hild molest.er an? clul~ l~iller, died, , 64, was sh~t and stabbed n!ne times ...... , Washington die. After, two doctors,. 
vanilla ice .cream. ~e.:pohs~ed off-~· _m the electric chair April o.). , •,: . Frank Meli, who was studying to ?ea ._ .checked his lifeless.body, Corrections':, 
most of the. food, Jokmg with the , , · Graham, who has _received . m• · tax lawyer, was abducted and then ,) -Sgt. Don Gladdish signalled that the .. J 
gunrds about his appeti~e. . , . , ·:- cr?~s?d national attent1?n as_ well as,_ stabbed 11 times while he begged for . , exe~ution was over, "The sentence·of 

. . . , , . After break(ast, prison offic1als,·:· .. cr1t1c_1sm from human-r1~hts, .groups '· his life. i '. .· , the state of Florida against David I 

: , ~eath•penalty prote.ster, stands 
1 

, prepared Washmgt?n for electr~cu- for his death-pehalty p~hcy, 1s,sued a: : W IY WASHINGTON killed.: ... Washington has been carried out/' he · 

·;:with head bowed Friday after . tion. They shavep his head and ri~ht •, sta~e~ent ab0 \1t Was~ing~on, 8 exe- . - f .1 d · 't' t 'd th · ~ ·said ''Please exit to the rear." 

' f D 'd W t · t n _le_ ga_ nd gave him_ his execution at_t ___ ·1,_re,. _ c_utwn_ . It read 1npart, Tl:us process his rien s wa1 mg ou s1 e e pr1so. . . ..'.....i.~, .,....__...,..._. __ ..;,,....,.,.. 

J:':~~~~tio~ o 8':fl ~~ :i.1~9 o . , _ 
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. )iite7~1S;i••··:aeath -··s,e.ntellCe>:.:fo·-,··:be.:: "r'evieWea···· ' \ ;,,"wt'.',,<'<.,,/·t~i:.tl;r·,,,, 'I•·. 
,,\ • .'/ ··,· ,' :\•:1•'.L,.· , •, , ,, By AL MESSERSCflMtriW;i\j '.11 : 1\ : Judge · Richard Fuller. "I' don't lie. I ·homosexual: how Washington planned a · '· In reviewing the three death sentences , 1 His appeals seemingly ended in May 

'Herald St(lff Wrl~er ·, .\'i"i~-1 ,t;;,:t ;i:, ·· · : . ; .• believe in God; an_d I don't want to leave . robbery at the ~ome 6f Katherin~ ~Irk: ." that Fuller ordei:e~lor Washington, Klei~ · when the U, S, Supreme Court sustained 
David · Leroy · ~ashlngton; · a · convictod .· this world with this on my conscience." _. , and how Washmgt.~n abdp.cted co\lege':, .said that Gerste1µ s. co.mgients .a~out Melt his conviction ·and rejected an argument 

, triple murder~r,who:'was scheduled to die.·· -'Washington, who was 2?, told Fu~ler.1 student Frank Meli after t).~SfE)~ing. ·a:_ . ,?'ere i?1prdper. , · . · ._ _ 'i . . . that his court-appointed attorney, William 
in, ·Florida's :telectrlo 1 chair Thursday,:-,1. that he preferred· a death- sentenc~, .to_ , newspaper ad for Meli's car. ' · · >·. ; · Klem said that in .,1983 (seven years·. Tunkey, failed · to present mitigating -
,should receive;·a•new, sentencing hearing, Y•· rotting in jail. •. Pridgen was. stabbed seyen ·times with .~\,after Washington was sentenced), the U, ··character evidence to Fuller at the 1976 
:circuit Judge:.Herbert}Kleln,.rul~d Tues• · ,• The savagery of Washington's eight~;., a hunting knife in his bed;' mrk was shot · s. Supreme Court set· ·a. standard •for sentencing hearing.· . · ·· 
· day, , · . /f h/ r,,:,n· ,· · ': · ,, ' . · · - ·•· · · · .,_ day, three-murder spree in Miami brought ·· and stabbed nine. times; Meli w.as tied to a, : . sentencing defen1ants. in- . de~t~ , c~ses.,. , In mid-June, Gov. Bob Graham signed 
· 'fie staytd 1Washington'.f execution In· State Attorney Richa_rd Gerstein to bed and stab"Qed ll tim7s w;h1le. begg~ng : That r~lin? requires an '.'md1v1c,tuahzed '''Washington's death "{arrant. . 
an-. order •·. te1~1;>honed:.'to .·· the · Florida Washington's Dec.,, 7, 1976. sentencln~- for his life .. · · · . ·. , : · ., ;- · • .. determination on -~h~ basis of the charac• ·. · Washington's latest appeal claimed 
Supreme ·court'at7·p,. m •. ~91'.lday,:and .hearing in Fuller's court.· , ·. : · ·.·' . Gerstein· told ·_Fullt;ir't that,:. he:· was :·.:;ter of the· indiy1du,~l and the _circum• ,that his death sentence was both arbitrary 
·formallycomple'l:ed·truesday .. · ·" ·. · : Gerstein took over for prosecutor Hank· ,"specially moved" by,the murder of Mell.,/·• stances of the crime not on the.basis of.• and discriminatory and that Ge'rstein's 
·., The J.<'lor.lda Supreme Court scheduled a Adorno, who prepared the case for trial, The state attor_ney described Meli ·as a _the crime victim's social.worth. · :comments were improper. Klein ruled last 
:hearing for late Tuesday'to review Klein's · ·and argued 'that death was 11the only "young student, some 20 years of' age, Commenting about the the victim, :week that the arguments'·were new and 
decision/' ·; <·;},;/:. ir;, "\~;:,) · ·, -- · . sentence tha( was appropriate~• for' ~a~h- who was, worki~g . his way _Ulrough Mel_i, was "fundamental err.or;'' said· 'that ,he would review the death sentence. 
. , wa.,hlngton" pleaded ·-guilty to three Ing ton. I college while holdmg' down tw6 Jpbs ....... Klem. · . , After a hearing Friday and Saturday, 
:first-degree -murder· charges, in, 1976. "I,. .. Paraphx·aszing from Washington's con• . who· had been. left'• without· a father ··, . Although Washington_asked Fuller for Klein stayea Washington's execution, but 
_dldn't-'·have\;,any ,;_right to•··take ·• these ; ::•fession, Gerstein described how Washing• . because •his: father · was · killed. In ·, th~ · a death sentence, he vigorously has fought refused• to · order. a.i.new sentencing ' :~~.~~~~::dt,1:~:lfJ1~~!3.e1:i~1~~ i9.i!1if ~tt, !''; -~on : ~ated :·-t~e'i, ~,ev. D~niel Pridgen, a , service ~f, h!s coun~ry ·°.:~~:~-~Sri'>.,:: .. '. :'(.' ' again~t. h~s. ~xecutit· , ' .~ hearing. ' ,, • ,\ i ' '' ', ,,,\: ,: 
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'i!DOUBie:eXeCUtlOll 'iS:.,sCh'ed:.iled7i~--FlO~idJ.-·:: .. \\, ,,.,·, ';: \ '', :\~::•,;·•':,;·1;:~~\:/.~, /< .-, ' .. \ · ~,: ~ .. ··:•,~·.>_/; .... ~ ·,;·:",,:·\~~-:( .' :-~•-~.-~.~:· .... ; ,,.:,_, . . --'•! . . ::. ·.\··: •.. _·:_,.·:.· · , , · ·, ·.· :,-~ ... ,·.. . ·.· '· B~ BILL LUENING · ·· ._~:'';'' :'•~:, -•··_.:would· visit him. _ _'--,--,'__c_·~~} _ -~·.:;_ mignon,-medium--rare,along cWith •~,~with-•~a'- saline-based· -petroleum -- - - -- --- -- - - - - - - - - -,~And·.LIZ BALMASEDA ,,.'. ·:·. <,,,: • • At 4:30 a.m. they will'get their: ... chocolate .milk,. tossed :salad' and : jelly, Each will,' be· dressed. in, i<ueral<l staff Writers , , ": ,."•· . ·· · 'last meal. Washington selected'trgrapefr.uit juice, . . .· \ , , .·. traditional death garb bought •for ) STARKE - Barring' a/ last". fried 'shrimp ·and ·oyster.s, french.>_ ·After' breakfast each will have/':' the occasion: crisp 'white ,shirt:· ",'Second .-legal · victory . ·bY. ·their:•· fries, lemonade and vanilla _ice :Jhls:__ head: an_d -right·. leg ·shaved.· ·' · • .'.•.'" r ,,· ,;,_ · .. . ~-- . · · · . ,, :,iattorneys,; David L_eroy \yashing•"t •.cream, Smith ord.ered: , f1let, :J'he1r·sc~lps tten will·be,icoy(1r'ed . . , Please tur,:i to PAI'R./ 22A 'ton and Jimmy Lee.Sm!tl');will,die,. , · · ,. , ', . -'·, · · '· · · .. ·, ·· · · ,, · ·,, , ·• ;. 'this morning in , Florida's electric· 
v chair - the' first double execution.: 
';.'in the country., since 1965. ; .. 
'j • · Washirlgton, 'former · choir boy, 
:,.high school 'drummer and ·'con- . 
, fessed tl'iple murderer whose 1976 
i, Mole1it .. rampage - .over_,_12-•-days:-
!·,. slrocked Dade·County, 1s·scheduled·' 
:::1to die'first. He1will ~nterthe gray) 
1: .death chamber , in Wing · Q. at~ t• Flol'ida State Prison at· 7 a.m. . · ·:; ,i As soon, as'Washington's:Jifeless ·\ 
,;' ,form is removed,· Smith will be led · 
:·.1n. Smith, 30,. was: convicted of 
':· murdering · a : mother·\ and her,, 
',,;). 2-year•old dau~Mer ilt May 1978 
, , near Marianna m North Florida. . 
\ . : Both men are expected to be • 
'.. dead by 7:45 a.m,, according to 
:. Florida Department of Corrections 
· spokesman Vernon Bradford, · 

·· . Each will. go through the same 
'rltuat Washington ·planned· to see · 

: a series of attorneys, ministers and, 
'family members during the night .. 
; Smith. was hoping his · mother 
l;l•-1-'l:t. - · 1,t ,,. ,.-,~ • ,., .- I, .L • I 
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to die-_in 
. ! 

PAIR/frof!l !A 
·_ J 

' I • 

dark_ blue _ pants. white I socks. · 

Shoes and a matching bluelJac~et · 

· _will accompany their . corpses· to 

the funeral home/ , t''·:. ·!: .. ~, ,> 
Once they are . in the i' death . 

chamber, .30 witnesses and at least 

five . prison staff membets will 
. .• I.' 

watch them being strapp~d into 

the 60-year-old · oaken: _i chair . 

·Straps go across each_arm ~nd leg; 

one crosses the chest. Before the 

Jeath~r chin s'tra_p and 'nieta1 "cap'\, 

. 1s affixed, each will be allowed a· 

final statement .. ,, . ,- . "-~. '.':.;!-. -- . 

On Wednesday,Jhe motlier qf a·_ 
young p:ian murdered by Washing-_;' 

ton was angered by the last-min~ 

:1,1te appeals, -;-1 ,~ 1 ~:" . 

~ - -~- - -:-·· . 

-are- ··schedllled 
. . 

Fioridc:1 Jod~y 
,• '\ ~ . :--:,:_ . .. . ! . . ·. . . .,.. . . ~ . •. ;• . . .. 

; · "I absotutely believe WAshing~

_ton should get the death peµalty. r 
.feel very strongly, very slongly;·_; 

that the death penalty sh uld be · -- :-::- ·· .· . - ,,, · 

:executed tomorrow," said tolores' . Jim_my Sinith: Kille~_ woman, ·. David L. Washington: · - :-\ 

,Melf Lo Proto. mother' of Frank ~hild. . C.. . . "</:· ~-:;_ ,; : Rampage in Dade.. ,· .-,·· 

'M 1· 20 Id U . t1 ·ty f · . ' · , .. -.. . ... · " - · · ' 

1 1e1, a ~year-o _. mve,SI o _•:.,;; -,c_,_•,;.;,, _ .· ._ ~>, .. ·., ·:' .. _ .. •... _ 

; Miami accounting student killed.· nian. from ,5}aston. County, were Washington's third .. In 1976, after 

i_ by Washington in 1976. / ',: · : · executed on May 12, ~964. . · _, . . he pleaded guilty to the. triple 

I . In the first statement she has · Multiple executions·· liav~ . not murder,· Washington told_, Dade 

given since her spn's death, Meli been unusual .in Florida history •.. _ Circuit Judge Richard Fulle~ , .. I 

Lo Proto said. Wednesday: "My There have been 22 since the -. don't' want~ to die - . you,,Jmow 

. son was tied up for two days, electric chair was introduced in what I mean? Bµt if I sit up in 

stabbed. 11 _ 'times in th~ chest. 1924, as __ well as nine triple· some jail and r_ot. I'd rath-er be 

That, to me; was · cold ]blooded electrocutions - and three times . killed." . , . , ... ~ -i. , --,. -~- - , -.. 

murder. I pay taxes here pi Dade . when four men died in a single·_·. Washington latefippealed his 

_County and I'm supporting Wash- day. . . · .sentence, fits~ 6n grounds he was 

,ington. My son is· dead. My son Smith and Washington will be, poorly represented by legal coun

/ would have been an attorney the seventh and eighth men to die· sel and . most recently, because 

. today." . -' · / - . by state_ edict in Florida since t~e sta~ements _ m8:de by · pi:osecutors 

: Frank Mell was her yjOungest resumption of the death penalty m , dunng sentencing were improper. 

· son, an honor student y.rho/1pianned. 1976; They will also be the sixth , Smit_h took his victims to a 

to ~come _a tax attorney.
1 

He had· and seventh to die during the term wooded r9adsid~ in Maijanna, and 

put an ad in the paper to/ sell his. of Gov. Bob Graham. _ _ strangled Bonnie War~ -her 12-

car. Washington called him and The Florida Supreme Court on y~-old daughter,. Donna Strick-

i said he was interested::·::... -.:. : - . Tu~sday denied last di~ch efforts . land. His attorney, Sara Bleakley, 

i · Meli was kidnappeq_on Sept. 29..:, by their attorneys to commute the argued thi~ week t_hat a p...c:ychiat

~ J976 and. was killed two days ::_· sen;_?nces for rehearings. The high ric __ report on her client ,from a 

' later. The University of Mianii'. court denied both appeals 6-0. reform school near Marianna had 

Lgranted him 'a' posthumous 'dip!~ , Smith's attorneys lost their final been wit.11he!d by the state and 

. ma, magna cum laude. '-C; .:- ~ .: effort Wednesday during a hearing that Smith ,s~ould ~ave a hearing 

"I live with this every night,~ befo:re U.S. District Judge Roger to .see if the report could dissoive 

the mother saids .. I lay i in bed; _ Vinson _in Pensacola. A last minute the death ~ntence: '. .-, • • -· 

thinking about my son ~gging to · reques! from Washington's attor-. • -·- On Tuesday, the Florida Su

be set free. It hurts, How can ney to block _the execution was preme. Court, 6-0, rejected both· 

anyone think he didn't I kill my denied by a federal judge in pleas,~ and Graham's death war-

boy?'t. · . , · ·· _ •. .. . , -, , , Miami. · _ rant. which expires at noon Frii-

lf they die today •. Walshington The current death warrant is. day, was kept in effect._ sf • 

and Smith will be Florida's first 
' ~ :! 

double execution since Emmett C. 

Blake, a white man ftiom Bay 

County. and Sie Dawson! a black 

I 
I 

• 

I 
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_.. 1:'<•.t't•'•,: ,f,• ',. ;"•.:,t . . . . ' . . ;I(iiiC'.r.'.~·Of :.3: ·:':·:· . OeS·:.:tOte1e·ctrit:·cniii::;·:·:: :· ·?:--·'.. ' , '••••' ,,, <'"'• ,' g • '\ '\' • ' • , .~, •, \ ,,, ',I' t, !1 ~,_• ~~""'1' i <•11"'= • ,• \l t• !, I ~/; J1·J '"./1-J ,,\ ~1 •·. , . i '", 'l •.,~ !1i. ,'. ~,L '$,•~, ,,,.· 1:1'< rJ.," ,11 ~/1 ') ' 

fi\''"On April 11/1981, Floyd Jr., 32,· 
i' was shot to death in Baldwin, a . 

~:. small town near Jacksonville, by 
,.i· Edward Dean K;ennedy, who now, · S.U:R~ew:e•.·• .. ;Cou~t;:;::·~f£irc1}lijj. Sm-ith~~;,.:'..~,ia~·i.·ti:: ; , q ·the father said, is on Death Row. 

;_(,_._ . .:_1'.When~you~v.e"got a·person sick 
·· t-/llke this in our society you've got . ::·:.·. ': .. , .. ,"'if,,l:•~i~.:';~,_.:.,;: _., ;,_:•·,···. • .·. . .•. , .. : ·\,'··. ".:r;.·1~". "''.: ,•:· :::'. ,, '. :~·.'.,,·. f .. ··,~·• i,,., .·,. .. '"<.I.);, , ·· EXEClJTE/from·lA ..... Lt',. ,. , : went around his waist and chest:;\:,.Tallahassee verified that.ther'e had,.,';'1979, more executions' than, anyi:·, . · :· f/ . , .... , • .._.'.,

1 
;t\.''. :.'~};/1""~;:; . Once secured, Washington· was' been no further stays of execution.,~~;;s~~e. for that time perio~: · "f: · . ·. the crimes, and durlng, sentencing 1. , asked by Dugger if he wante? to ❖•\•Washington had alread,Y ,h~d .y.v:o . ,· The fi_nal sentence 'In this c~se ) · .. ·. 'in DQcember il976ihe -told,Dado•,:,make a statement. He nodded,:and .1p9stponements.. . . , 'i·i;:was carried. out after exhaustive,._·. .. Circult:Judge· Richard Fuller he'; In a clear, ·Unhurried voice ex•,t.-,· .. "God bless us all," Graham said.,'. judicial analysis and rev~ew." Gra- ". , · preferred 'death· to. life In· prison •• \ pressed remorse over the agony he.w· Dugger handed the phon°' to $gt.· .. ;·ham said. In a ·prepar~d-statement, _1·. · · Friday ln the macabre death, > caused his victims and their fami• : ·Don· ·Gladdish, who kept the -lin,e . in Tallahassee. . , ... 1, : .• 1 . · 'ritual h;ld in Q. Wing at Florida :: lies. Then he exhorted his fellow :'.r<;iPen. It was 7:~3 a.m1 " • .-'.i 1/. '"I and other mep.1bers.,of, the·.•· State Prison here. his-request was· , inmates, to continue to struggle, . .., Behind a slit. in 'the death··. )3oard of Executive Clemency; re•.~--fulfllled h ••• ,. ',,,. • .·,,· 1 ··.against the death penalty .. ·. . · : .. ;chamber's gray brick walls, the··· viewed· the case and' found n6 · • •witn~sses'.'to' th~ ·'ex.ecutlon,·sald ;~. "l would Uke to say to,. the·,; executioner waited. He I wore a<, basis 'for c~~~utation •of , ~~e•, · . , famil!es of all my victims, I'm,, black hoeki. Dugger looked at him ... sentence/' · , ' : • \•Washington was ·•composed,· un• ·:. sorry for all the grief and heart~ -~·. and nod~ed. , . · ' ~ \'' ·"The d!ff~renc~· between David.,•. , emotional.and shOwed no fear as ··ache I'have brought to them: If my. 1 •• · There was a· barely perceptible.: Washington and the governor," ··: he was led into the death chamber 'death brings them 'satisfaction :so ,, "thunk II Davis said · and '1 · said antl•death penalty advocate '' and strappedJnto .t~e• ~O-~ear•9ld: ·be It.'. '· ·· '· ' ·., · · ': · ... Washington's body· went rigid, hii:·;f;a,;id attorney' S,usan Cary after, the i/ .. oaken c~~,r ... ' ·· · · · . · · , "I'd like to say ~o all Jhe ·guys on-.;. hands, curled Into.fists. Davis could ·:i'·.executlon, · .. "ls· .that David ,..twas,·. ·, Reading from llotes taken dur- ;". Death Row, don't bow 'to· a defeat ., see perspiration dripping · from•: •,.sorry for killing someone." ·, ' ./ . lng the ~xe~utlon. radio Journalist ·· .. without a fight," Then he paused. beneath the veil, but that was an.: .. i.· As the 24 :witnesses filed out. of . . • . . Mark Davis o.f Jack~onvllle, o~e of;.. "I'm _kind of .,nervous.''; he ·said,," · A minute and 25 secods .later,·. the, prison, : UPI ·reporter· and,'.-. David L~ror 'Yashmg~o~: • · · , , , . 12 newsmen ',Who· witnessed ·the,., finally. "That's all." ' .. ·, ,'. there was a second ''.ihunk",-and,, ... wltness ,Ken Soo. waved .-a hand~ .,,,,So~ry fQr.y1ct1ms'.fam1hes. · , ·, , •·event, ga~e. this ·account ... o_f. Hlsstatementlastedlessthan25,dhepower,wasoff. · '/kerchief to co~leagues waiting in· ... · h · ·., ,· i:. 1 ,.. • • .. Washlngtonslastmoments. ,seconds:·· , · · . Medical assistant William Ma•·· two .. pastures nearly,S00 yards/, ... ot er.. - · " /' · ·· · ·washl~gton' aJ:'.l'lved at the 'death.:·: · The men fastened a leather chin~: .. ;. thew felt. for Washlngton:s pulse \ 1,away. · . , ' ' · · ' ' ". ~-.:· As Soo's ·handkerchief began to :. · '' chamber at 6:69 ·a.m.·accompanled: · strap tight beneath his jaw. Wash• ,:-· and then listened for a heartbeat,.~· One· of the· pastures had been · flutter, those· opposed to the act :• by· eight· men: Prison' superlnten• '' lngton tried. a small · sn;ine· at .. .He motioned, to ·or. Cahn 'Bien :'."',designated by' prison; officials for' . began to sing We Shall Overc-ome. , :. : .. dent Richard_•:Dugser,itwo elec~r1-· someone he· recognized·. i~ the :·'·Nguyen, .who also. checked; the.· those opposed to the death penal- , , The son~ floated eerily over the ' clans, !-'three · prison· offl~lals, · a. front row of witnesses. '. · . · pulse and hearbeat ·· . · ' 'ty. The othet was reserved for , dew-wet fields and bright sun of a ·docto~.'and•hls asslsta,nt. ' 1 

'' • • ··:: "He was completely . a"· cool 1' .: At 7:09, ten minutes ~fter·he 'had'.'1-.'.those In 'favor.'of'it. More than 20.' .. ~;Chamber. of -~0~m,~.r~_e · perfect His head· had. ~een shaved, and: character.'.' Davis said/ : : arrived . In. the death chamber/ , showed up, t?, protest the execu•,;, morning. . . , gll~tened with an•olntment spread; Aides put the death cap on him:.,, Washinston was pronounced dead. ~·tlon: Flve ,.'- four .men .and .. one,. "; But. as the ;song .floated toward,,. · on to·. enhance- eJecttlcal• c~ntact: .. and droppe~. a ·b_lack veil,pver. his.,,: Dugger picked up the' phone and 1·:, woman·· .... showed ·up :to signal th~ squat ugliness of the P~ison, a 

, , to .remove him," Cone said quietly, 
:,. in a· gravelly baritone. 
: . . "I getno satisfaction in seeing a 
(.person die, but qeel .. lt might be a 

'deterrent." · · · • 
. On the other, side of the fence, 

·•·protesters wept over W~shinton's 
· passing. · · . 
\ "The governor should be In the 
i· ·ouinness·Book of World Records," 
,•. said Arthur Goode_. Sr. -of Fort 
i :Myers.· "He's killed more people 
\. than anyone.''.'. ' • · ., 
. Goode and ' his: wlf e · Mildred 
L 'have come'to each execution since t ·their son, Arthur Goode Jr., was 
i :. executed for murder Aprll 6, 1984. r· "Ws murder." Goode said. "The 
t:Jonglng never dies," Cone said, his 
•h'. bands· jammed.· deep Into pockets. i>. , 1'The emptiness that comes into 
i1 your. llf~ ls 'never filled," . 
), _: ·Suddenly, from ... a loudspeaker 
~i\i11slde the ·prlson.•a voice shouted: 
'ti\ "Chow. tlme!,Cho~t time! ~.tand by 
t:Jour bunks,· • ....... , · .· . 
;,: · Both the/Cones and the Goodes . 
,; ·· walked slowly· toward· their cars. 
J"· " ,· · ~-' '_' .~. ·l,uJ~.:~'J·,._ '.,•·l<f;,; .. •_i'• .. :t 111•'.*<''!t-·;; ~ ~ .... , ;. ·• 

: , with , the skull. , lie I wore blue face. · . . · .. ·: told Graham the sentence had been}: their approval.· ·· · , . . -grim-faced Floyd Cone Sr. stared , · ... : pan~, white shirt and white. socks.,.,. Dugger,· meanwhile,· had. walked , .. carried out,· .. ';" '.. ..,. .. " ••· .... ,.., ... " ,i: .. "'.;"'"The··Protesters carried signs.· ,:" · · ,across the meadows' and -remem••·" .. >. He .was strapped into the chair. around the chair to one of two : Washington was the· fifth man •' "Executions EqualPre•Med!tat• • bei:ed his son. · ,,One-Meat~er, :~trap: ;,,;went, .around:.:,\\ telephones 1_: in .. th.e · ·room."· On •·the,.J; to · die · in,. Florida's , electric }Chair 'ir"'ed Murder," read one;· :, .· : : , . .-,,i/ ·· . , .. ''\ e~~~)leg a~f-.~r-~~~~~ar~.,.J~;~f4,P,~,-~·:?Jher-,end, . Gov. i Bob Grah~m in. , '.. this Y~!lr / a~d. t.h! ;seventh1,~~nce... y:1;:"FJorld~ ~.e~t~ · State,'.1
• :rea~:·an~ ;: .t.f .. ~,:,:>:,:·,.t, . .1.,_.·\,),~'i'!,t-~:.,:,;;,M·~:ft.{1Ai;,~-~-·/-r.i~ ... ~b::li\:ti)~--wJ,.1·,pf, ... ~.,-'St~H4.t1:1r"rJ<··.·1 

.'J ,,.0
• .~. '· .;'.\\ i.; h~ ,_,., .. ' t~ ""1 ,· : ~,; ~ ,., 1 ·.~.

1:...iJ}r.,,,j_•)/·,•:.;i; ! '~ 
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···n_ei~Clltallt:·_ikiller}/ 
, 0£:;;;,thf ~1~::i:g~-~~,:/tO'.t:i:: 
~~,;l~~t:f id?,'ch~ir:,:::.::• .·_. :-.,_- .. ,._: 

--~-l~is,~~:iii;i'.:·}::0ii;i:tf :rA9~~~ ~~;n ~~;i{'.' 
\~/'•Davld:Leroy Washin·gton,·repen•'.; .··just 11 hours before~he was to'.\ 

il'•tant · and calm, died in Flor1da's/\follow Washington to the chair .. ;. 

\~·electric ·chai~ Friday morning .::-:·': 1
• For Washington, it wasthe last,;,; 

··, seven years, •nine months and '10 :.,:!act in 'a', ·saga that· began In · 

t:'Jdays after he murdered the first Of/ Septeµiber 1976 when he stabbed,i: 

~•three victims In bade County.·': ··.: .. to death Daniel Pridgen, then th:ree1;; 
:r·: ·Another !}'lUrderer ·~cheduled to, _''1 days .later stabbed and. shot to 

1
:; 

>,,die Friday, -}lowever,, had a .last•.,,.;.death Kathrlna Birk, 64, and then,,
1
; 

1) minute stay ~ffirmedl by the U.S.'._·· 'on Sept. 29, abducted:and stabbed ,', 
,,iSupreme•:,Court,;1 and I was mqved_i ;,to" death University:; .of MiamiJ 

,,nback to• Death .Row from the ; .. '.student r•'rank Mell •. I', . ,- '. :P . ,.1, ); 

f ,special cell where,he was awaiting:;-' '. _Washington pleaded guilty,; to;.
1
,, 

t;"executlQfl', Jimmie.Leo Smith, who .!':" ':',.;,' ·• .· · · .: , , . · . · . · ; 

~: ,~me~. a ~other\ a~ds:.~er, ~aughf.;:)l;~,;/1f1. ,€f~~1~}uryi t~ Ei~~u~~I~~~:-{, 
t'.;·c;·, • ,

1
,,:• 1• .. ';·;.;.•;·' •·• • • •>• ' •.\•\·,1\c~l•'.•.•• .,,,•:,•H '',;.;-;, ••• 'h· '•· •, h'!J ,, d:,,,,,l,J, 

~,;:, e, .r., ;]; •.~; .' •• • . , • · 1 
,''j •, 't' ' • . • • f '1 \. J ·c; • 

~,.,··1~:)?)f ~~Pf ]I~f t.~---,-·:~~I~~' 
~.dad.\,talren,~.off ...... to ... °'die:•·,.:_•·· 
"''~:-;·.,r~·J"·~•:···,·,:' _,,,.,:f,-:·~, .,.•·,,i}Yq 1,, ·-•l. ,.· •; , •~"J~;,,•· ..,, ,,,Hi;,. ·t-,-,_:p-~~\~ 

':By BlU. LUENING' . \, ·,,: ·,.'~·\·: :'.,wif~ did not.·come.1 There;was ·a'i(fr 

Herald staff Wrlto11·,:, ) ; · ·· ·· , , . minister, Joe Ingle of the United ·1 i' 

<ii STARK~ --:.' r'he, conde.mnedr,TChurch · of•; Christ in~ NashvUle,'( 

n'nurderer .• :'mot :,his· family '".and. '(Gainesville lawY,er ,-Susan. CarY,:;, 

: friends for the, final time late'·, and•, Margaret .Vandiver, all ,t~ree ;:;, 

: 'Thursday night. •. '· · · ····', anti-.death · penalty • activists ' and.\~ 

>Thirteen people came to say · friends. And there was Florence, · ,·, 

. good-bye to David Leroy Washing- ... Washingt9n's · 12-ye~l"-old •. M~gh•: ;, 
., ton through the· 'plate glass ter. · · , . ·· · ,,4_.,.~. 

restraining window· in the grim ,, From 8 p.m. to midnight, they/·· 

room for visitors in .Q Wing, the ,talked · over microphones and.•; 
; , site ·of Death Row. · · · through the, glass in the orange, · 

.. Among them was his mother, and yellow Maximum Security1,:. . . 

Julia Taylor Lane of Blountstown, , Visiting Park .. lq.vas hard to hear · , · . ·. •· · ·> / · '.' · ' · · , . 1 • United Press 1nternat1ona1 

,, his stepfather,'hls brother, his'• ,.r: 1 · •· .. · • ', •Anti-dea*,l.)en~lty~e>;nonstratorstandsalonein'capital 

· -sister , and .. others. Washington's.,· , · · Please turn t• FINAL 126A rotunda •. ,-..·: /· .. ,,,: :1 : , :.·. ·,.. 
1 

· · 

:~-. <t~•t- ,' I, •• ';., ,· . •• ,· \ • ' •' ":··. ". -.,':·'.' • ' • "~. • ...... • ::,~, :::,:,;;i ~).\,.~·i,,: .:::'..,,,: .. ,,; .. 
-... . ... _' ~-. ~---·· 
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,I ' (,' ~· r ,,r-,1 ~---A•~.-#11;,q,,-,. ,Tri' ;i,'"'7';~)1--~ "¥' • ' ' .. ,. '.' ' • ':l~~--.. ;~ '{ .... ;,"f~•~~, :~ 'J ~,~.fl'':;"" ,·,:::--t'!:":,·~,/. ,,·7· ·,._.il•.lir,,. ,,. / . , ' 

·:Girt.we~r•~::,as:'.'f~t!i~F:t~~~lli~:hf():oiJh~,'.'chair' .. 
,-.1'-,, • '. -- ✓ I ·:' :'. ;·. /1~~•:,_l,,:·(•~-~:~· . ..., '.>·,~··.w ...... \}_:~,;·_ .. ,}t<. :_ ·-~,!~·•J·.·."i .;·"' ' !·•,-q• ' ' Ir. t : 

· 11" "' , ··,·guilt over~the\horrlble:·t~ln:J;:the:·i:want;to,put o~ h~r. glasses: Her.::n:iade her repeat it,, "I'm gonna.' 
, INAL /from lA . ) · ,•, ,•·:· · did!' . , ,;, .,~; 1:· .. ). . , , . ··" · •• :~·,,:father insisted.,,.· '; . : ,. ' mind Momma," she said, sobbing, . 

i . . ',.
11 

• 
1 

' . , : .. : .• • "I 'thln1', he accepted ithaf be_:';:: Washington/ his ·'hands'''mana•'t clutching her father,, ''I'.m going to· 
:' · ;}:•what Washington sald;·Ingle,.,rccal- .,1 would be forgiven,°· Ingle said;Vrfcled, was able to reach above the' ·•Jove everybody/' . · •, · · · · . · · 

.. · ... ·::.1.led,. At· midnight,. all 'but' 'Ingle, ;,.,''And he finally forgave himself.'/ ;?;sobbing, girl's head.·and· drop his:'''. Then the .men came/ and he put· 
\'j ; J .Cary,· his ·mother, Julia and .Flor• ;,.:r · Washington's mother.,Wept." put'\ .:arms· around 'her· in an embrace.' 1, the· girl .down. He .. told everyone: 
,· ,r .ence bad~ him farewetl •. ·. · · , \. 1/•of control, Washington ; had:>to '.'.1LHe sat down ,in a flat-backed chair :,·,goodbye .. •"Florence just' stood, 
, . .A, Those)four .stayed for ·a,nother i ;,\calm her/: 11)1'.ou1< crying•/ of; all/tand holst~d her"onto his lap. It _was' (the~e and :watched them as they, 
· ·, .... - ;e 1~hour-in"a •~contacLvislt.,,;during<:~ people,'!, ~he ,._.said,·_ '"l _,.__always;._:.l\th~.Jln~L:lectur.e. AdIDQiliUons. •A ,;,led her dadJlY down,:-the hall. to' 

. 1 ·. ·,;·:·.·:which they Were allowed in 'the\\ ... thought,;you;· Y{~re\'thefstrong~st.',l,.{ .. ·.\~rayer,,of hope.f ,. · .. :.· ·:··.,· . ..,..j.)dle.!1 .,Ingle .~,ld,,r,hfsfeyes·-offm:f--- ---- - - - - -- -
:· ·;::same room, to speak a1'dto,uch,:".It,,i,one!' . :• " . ') · •- ·f, · -•:, , , ·1"-i::-• ''It's my.own fault I got,here/1,,?,,ming •. '- : · .. ,,. ,, . :.'" · · •. 1 

• · 
1
·:, was a painful. and. diff~cµlt scene," L' : Most dlfficultthough,'Ingle saidi1,1~~he told her. ,'.'I'm the one who got f: .·As Ingle watche<!i, Wa~hlng~on•l 

. ,- : . said Ingle, , . : ' . : ·,-:, ", . .:: ·'·/was watching the final mee\ing ;,;~me, here. •·I ·waht you ~to ·.111aket,:disappear: down• ~he corr1d~r, he:~ 
: '· <;\ "He.didn't cry," said Cary:. \'He's t vbetween > father'· :·.and·,, daughter,1f·tsomethlng of your life. J;want .you·/. heard the mother say some of 'the: 
r · .', rreally cried out. But, I ·.think he'd_;,:::: Florence wore blue , jeans,,,and' ·:aJ,<to hitthe· books. Min~ M9rnma,[~iS(::,few. w9rds s~e..c~uld ma,nage. ''MYj 
-. . ,:: let,go;of everything he needed to/ ,lace cotton blouse. She,had;want•;;:\,m,other, Julia].''.. : , '. · >- · r • .,:,; oldest,. You're.; my; oldest," . she 
· · J let· go of: • the'tself.loathlng,'.,the·:,< ed to look 'her prettiest· and dldn1t1H';,;;:ll~ ~.,e}.Ctracted th,e I promise.' He<.: ,said •. 11,At least. now you're'.:free," i 

;:t!T~~el~,~a~~~edi~8ra~·~s1~ 
. ;':, ' ·, . :· ' .. •. './; /;\>i:;:.·.:t ;;';t:,;•: .· ii: ' : '•.:,;;•, .,,!:>'·'\:'•: i'·'Y ·,:;_;~!;, :;\, <,: ,.:··,, '• :·., 1';',,I '·_;,·,·· ::·,.:;/, ·,, ::,•· . , J ,i ,': y : : ,; :" 

\ By R.A,• ZALDIVAR) /i·'j ;/, ;;~·.·'sales . .: On Sept. 23,' she ·was at'.~f•;Leioy,··washlngton and• two ac•' .. : gled to a. bed,''he was stabbed 11.,' 
Herald Staff Wrltot ,. -' ''." · :,. ;,,, : :,,,;,home wlth,he1\three slsters~ln•law~!/;t'compllees.'./r~ey lddnapp~d'' Ivteli::·,tlmes. In 'the chest. The: w9unds\;'. 

David Leroy '1 Washington killed :: ,· from . Indiana', watching, .. • Jh~myY .. jand rria~e ,a,r ransom,· call :to.:, hlsJZ1 were: parallel to each .·other.) ·· . ;} 
. , three people ln,elght day~ during·<: .. carter and,Geral~ FQrd.:,de,bat~;; 011•,c,• .'family; •though·· police later coh•':\" In confessing , to , the· .•murder/,· 

, . 

. , the fall of, 1976. Two were elderly,:,i,.,,televlsion, .. , "•., ·, ,,, · :;- ::1
• : ·:,\ ;eluded that the men. meant to kilL.\Washington said he had ,placed a~ 

,, . ' •1 the third -.was. a student .at.the: · Unkown to the sisters, :they 'fn/O'MeU from the start. ·, · \ · .-·•·':,'.:'pillow over Meli's head tomuffle·~ 
/ •University of Miami. · · · turn were being watched by David.t,'?': · Three days after his abduction, the sound of the Lord's Pray,er,'.:I 

; 
1' 

. · ' . ·Washington sele~ted his victims .. ' Leroy Washington. As the candi•:;F .Meli was. killed:. Tied spread•ea•,,, which M(;lll:kept repeating. J•: ~ 
, at· random, plunging ·them from ; dates droned on,· Washington tpre ·,,. 1 •"· · · · · · · · •1 

, '·, ,,· •• -_,;,,, , ,.J 
· :: the routine of ordinary .lives into the screen· door with a knife. •:, 

• · •'· sudden,. fatal terror. Of his vie• .. · · , 
\tims, two died quickly. The· third .. , He ordered. the women.to he. o.n, 

:. 'was stabbed 11 times. . ,, the floor. From -B~rk, he took $8_ 
Washington took ,the little cash . and change, He tied and· gagged 

· , ·they had, and stole cars that. two . the women. Birk, who had known ~i 

, ·•of them owned. ' ·, . 1 • · •. Washington for two years, shook, -
· The Rev. Daniel Pridgen worked .. he gag loose. He stabbed her in the·; 

at a laundromat In Liberty City. It 'chest and shot· her once in · the · 
was there he befriended Washing- head. As she was dying,. he ~hot 
ton on Sept. 18. · . and stabbed the other· three. · , 

Two days , later, Pridgen, 69, , Frank Mell, 20, Was an account• . 
was visited at his home by .. Ing major at· the• University of i 

·. Washington. The young man turn-; Miami. When •.he drove his · red 
ed on, the older one, stabbing him , :Camaro to the North Side Shop~ 
.in the chest with a hunting knife. · ping Center on Sept. 27, he, 

Kathrlna Birk, 64, was known in thought he was going to meet a 
her North Dade neighborhood as a · man who wanted to buy the car. 
lady wpo liked to. hold garage· Instead, he was met•·by David' 
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·aY ~I eared ·r or .double 
•,A":.' 

l, ·•· . -ecut1on 
; ~ ..:· . ' 

!·1 • ,.' 

Associated Preas · , , ,· · ton's three death sentences Monday ent ·during a hearing today before' sisted the arguments were new and held by the state and that she should/ 
· TALLAHASSEE----Florlda's Su• rugnr.----. --:-· -u:s:-DistricCJudgeRoger Vmson-1.n_:craisecl constitutional-questions- that-have-a.fuU;blown-neaTing-to-deter;- ; --•- - -- -- - -- - -- - - - - -- -

preme Court cl~ared the way yester• · Both men are scheduled to die at 7 · Pensacola, while Washington's attor- . merited a reprieve. ' mine if the report could help Smith's \' 
day for the nation's first double state\ a.m. tomorrow at Florida State Prts• neys said they will ask a federal''. But the Supreme Court disagreed. · case. · . · -~,!. ' 
execution· since capital punishment on near Starke, where six other .men judge in Miami to block the execu• · Smith, 30, is under his second death · But the justices' three•page opinion i 
was •restored .eight ·years ago,,Two have been electrocuted since 1979. tion. . . · warrant for the May 1, 1978, stabbing- in Smith's case appeared to follow the1e

1 killers are set to·die tomorrow. Prison officials have not said who · Washington, 34, is under his third· strangulation of Bonnie Ward and her arguments presented by Assistant,,,, 
The state's. highest court rejected would be the first to be .strapped into death warrant for the September 1976 \ 12-year-old ,daughter, Donna Strick- • State Attorney Ray Marky, who said 1'.• 

6·0 the. mercy/appeal of Jimmy L .. the electric chair. · • murders of three people in Miami. . land. They. were killed near Marian• defense lawyers had ample time dur~·i, 
Smith and;,tWO'hOUl'S:later, dissolved· Gov. Hob Graham's June 15 war- State prosecutors said Washing• na. · · . . , ing Smith's nearly six years on Death,·:· 
a stay ot execution for David. L> rants remain in force until noon I<'rt• ton's new lawyers were simply argu- Sara Bleakley, Smith's volunteer Row to raise all appeal issues,, ,,::, 
Washington by the same vote,· · day. . · ing legal issues that had been lltigat• lawyer, argued that a psychiatric re- · If electrocuted, Smith and Wash•1I• 

The. court also overruled a circllit Smith's attorneys will get another ed in other courts. port on lier client from a reform , · ,,;, 
judge who ha~ thrown out Washing• chance to win a reprieve for their ell• .The prisoner's public defenders in• sc~o~l near Marianna had been with• · . (See STAGE, Page B•2) · .- ·, '. , 

,1>" ,-·\ • .:.:.·,:\·_~- "~,--.~~::,/.~ ·--------···---•-·~---·· -·. ··- _;. • ·----~· ,,ft 

::.Stage sef for double execution' tomorrow 
, ...... I• 1 I, · 

1;i' .· :. '' :· (Fr9m Page B·l) •,Saturday and again on Monday from tax lawyer. . . 
_ f(!, . Circuit Judge Herbert Klein of Mi- B ·ct t 

, .,mgton would be the 21st and 22nd ami. Klein also threw out the prison- urr sai O compare the worth of 
. prisoners to be executed since the , er's death sentences, saying he found . a defendant's life to that of his victim 
.,-u.s. Supreme Court restored capital statements made by,'the prosecutor ~~~r~s~en ruled improper by federal 
1'.,punishment in 1976. No stat~ has exe- ~uring Wa~hington's 1976' $entencing . Smith's initial mercy plea was re-
1 cuted two men in one day since then. improper. . , · . Jected Monday by Circllit Judge Rob• 

.-: F_lorida. ~as exec~ted a nationwide Richard Burr, Washington's public ert Mccrary of Maria h t th 
: hig_h of six men smce the )andmark defender, had convinced Klein that end of the hearing ct::f:.;.e~. ~•tn de. 

: ruling. the prosecutor had no right to argue· all r can to th· t h ·. 0 

-': 'l'he last double execution in Flori• his clie~t should receive the death . killed before si~e/ e [Smithl gets · 
· da occurred in May 1964. penalty, m part, because he had killed ', McCrar i . . 

~-- ~ashington had won a reprieve on a college student who aspired to be a Smith to rSeafh ~g)~~g;e:i,~oa;:,nt 
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, Fibtidatmliatts\.vin 
. i' ·., ·t·· J :'/J ::·?;. ·. _·.:'f::/ .\- :_ ~~\ /·-,}~~~~--~~t:::::;,f,·:·. i_" : ' 

s ays o ---·execu ion.•: , 

-.~~~~1~,.i ·•~····',;, 
,. ed temporary reprieves yesterday tQ . ·· · ······ · · · · · 

; a pair jof killers }Vho were to die tms 
; mornll}g, bu! Flori~ ~ !lJld until 
~ noon tpmorro"':'., to execute the men 

.. who killed ·a total of five peopl~ , , .. 

.· · U .S.j District Judge Eugene P .. 
. . Spe~an. denied the petition of mass 
,·. murderer David L. Washington of Mi~ 
' . ami bqt graµt~ ~ stay lintil, 6:5~ ani. . 
. to~ocyow to give ·appeals _courts time 
1 to review bis deriial.-; . >- .. -~ ;' . : · 
L -!~Y L?e Smi~:wl}o.lg]led two:~
:. people/ ·near ~arian.Q.a, won a delay , 
. earlier from ·the 11th U.S. Circuit 
. Court bf Appeais less tlirui' 12 hours 

_. before lhe was to die Tu Flortda .... s elec: 
tric chair '.,,· •. .. ,:, ·'7 :, '.s.· ::: : ,J'(l.: ·, i • 

; -~ .. Both m~n ·originally ask~ to.be ex~ 
' . ecuted but have · since mounted in-

__ 'tense 4ppeais !CJ avoid ex~11tiQIL.:: : __ _ 
' Meanwhile m Atlanta a federal a~-- ' -•,,; ,;•:,,_,en,,,, ... 

' peals~urtr~fusedlastnighttoblock;\'.:\/i'::Jyoh R. Stanley··~ ·.,~ ~ 
the ex~cutio_n of Georgia Death Row: ... "Afipeals~to SupremeCourt < 

inmat~ Ivon R. Stanley, who was· •,, \;> ~-:/i~ ,~;- .. · . '_ .. _. : ~ . · ,t 

. scheduled _to die just after midmght : ; In flprida, U:S· District Judge Rog.: 
·.. A three-judge pan~l of the 11th U.S. ez: V~h of Pensacola, citing Smith's. 
· Circui~ Court cif Appeals rul~ in a· '.'death )V.i.shes.," denied~ request f?t . 
, two-page order that Stanley's petition · !l ~y pfter a nearly four-hour heat'-
. raised I arguments that had already irig.,· 'f,. s '?\, ).: . ' ; '· 'C : . '; .;<,· ', . . • r • 

: been ~enied in ari earlier appeai In . : Att~ni~yiimmediat~l)Tappealed to 
'. the Ia test plea, his lawyers contended the 11th . ~cuit in_. Atlanta: Although 
: that the death penalty in Georgia has . that court granted a stay, it also set a 
. been appli€:4 in a racially discrimina- bearing. ~or tpis morning to listen to 
_ tory manner., .. :_""-, , . · _ ~>:.· · arguments. ·--'. -: '·, . · . .· 

:· . The lljudge_s said they f_ oimd_ "relief D~. th w_' arrants that Gov_. Bob Gra-
. ' can be granted only if the ends of jus- . Bani sigh~ on the killers are good , 

ii .tice rE;(lurr:e it; we conclude that U1e . trrrough_h_oon tomorrow ..... : : 1, · . 

._ ends of justice do not warrant relief." . Vmson, rulirtg in Smith"s case, ~d. 
l Georgia Attorney General Mike. he initially thought the killer should 
' Bowers said _he. understood Stanley's ·get ~t stay for an evidence-gathepng 

lawyel]S· were taking the case to t}le. . I: '"'·''-:·•;_, '' ·. . • . . /·' • 

, U.S. Supre~ Court.:'. '- ,· . . JS~. fLORIDA, Page A-14) . . 
, .. i . J .. ': ·' . ·.-'. ',.. ~ t>~'.;· ,:. '·' .{;,~_ :_ : ' . - . ' j . '' 

~ --~ --r,.- ... 1 ,,.-~ ·---~;-~; •. "?.~·::1t,;i~.'. :·: . ..: __ ::.~ _7'"· ... ,; ...• •. ~·-.- .•. j , •• t-·. 

.. ~-- t~f}pi;id~~ iiJifl~Jes· 'Yin r¢p!}~ves ;, _ 
, -'FGeor' ···tr killer's ti .. eal denied 
\ y; h Y ,!R· , ·Lu,, ''K~, .JJp , > ::,:,, •.. ,. , , . , 
i ' . , "::, • · , . • ;· · , . ;. . · . .. " : ·. ', W as.11.ington, 34, IS under his third 

t ~~- ·· , (FromPage !\-1); ,: . : . , · 'warrant for a: 10-day robberyc 

· . f;-;,; 1/> . : ' · o: :t ?\ ,· ,r: ~-- t .. ~j . abduction rampage in which prosecuc 
~.:.l.leaJilllg on alleged in~f1ective counsel · tors said he killed University of Mi

r t'~Y ms trial lawye~~ >~' ·_ '. · · :,. : ,. •.. ·. arhi student Frank Meli, elderly Mi.:: 
, · ~::.., But after questiomng _Snuths cur- ami resident Katrina_ Bii:k and 
t · · ~::feii~ 1awye?i and reading the trial re- . rnmister Daniel Pridgea · • · :_ .· .. ; · :~ ~ 
: -;: -cord the Judge conclud~ that the · · · The nation's last double execution 

~ . , ;:~s>_ri~ defense af:\Orµey could ~ot in a state . occm~ed . June .22, 1005,· 

t_ · ~:Jiave. changed the OULCOI11e of the tiial when Kansas executed George R; 
r, t:.be~use '(!f SmiPl-'~ ':leafi!.~\.< · .. York, 22, ind James D. Lantham, for' 
~ .. ..:,,i·...., "•i·· ;. 1··.·•,' ,'.: ~-.~ ·'_·:·-'_1,,~~ . ··-.:· ·. ,.,. ,•·. - . ' • 

'-: .:. --~: w~·shington'$. ~ff_of1ieys ·haye .o~e_of seven ~llrde~ that they had\ 

t ·. ~~ed a prosecutor at ms 1976 tiial , bra~~ they .co~~ted.. ~ Ap1:11, 5,~ 
f,. · ' . r~. fu ¥iami'. ID?4e 'impropef'st?tem~ Flonda a.ru:I L?~,~~ e;ecut~,; 
:~ <' ~:Compa.rmg the w,orth <>f th~ ]if~ ofJ)Il~_'. akille~aJ:., "., ',. t ';<·.:>'.;'-: ; ;_,,.,::': ·A 
Sc·· · ~of three J1ctim's to thaf' of Wasbing-:,4; 1'1on~•s last do_up1e _e_,xec~ution. FaS, 

E:;~ ~ton'~:':.~t~~::;~~~ii:;~~~i~~~:t~~~~~~;~-~,-~!rs¾~;i~! ~~:l~ 
!:" __ ·. __ , , , But tlle_ state S~e_ Court, said,. __ .,,,............ ... . · . · . •· .. , ,. · ·•· uted .. · ·t 
ir· ~ . ~-·· · -•-···· · -· ·' ·· -~, -, · · .,,, .... · · - .,. -~;-~· n: to death. The state nas e:kec ; 
.,, .. • r-thatwasnoreason~togrant,a_re;_,_,..~., .... · ... ,,· .... ,.-. .. ----~•-.·.-• .. ,, 
t: __ .-'_'· ,_, 1 ' · _., -~_-" · .. , 'd·-•'''·:.:::.._· ·.·, ·;.•"-1. _,-_ .. •.-- - , __ ·1 ··udg· ·._.• · ___ J.1iQTE!_ 1 than one man on the sam_ e -cia.V' 

t ·~.· l rJ~~ ~o:t-1 liiid hi~ Jas1t,)2 times smce'lCbegan electro6i~; 
r .· 1 ·. · '• ··' eclt,J,.,' ·· ·that basis_':·::~:'< 'prisoners in 1924, Bradford said. • '~i\ ,._ ., i lllfil~. 1~:.:.,:l~?!.,_f~"-~r,,r;.;,;.<.;.e.:.-~,;,;:~;;.\, .. ~., ... , .. :.,,., ;-~~·;;c,2;-- .• , . .c. ·•·,,. -·._;,;;,_, ···"; ....... ,, .• "·,;;,,-,,.,';, 
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i·to avoid deatli~ 
r,• -., . . ---! '·. !·f, ... , ' ; l: I , 

f: ~ . -. -- - ·; . ..,.,~~ :,. :{' ,_\,;:A 

f By Frank loMonte : . · ·, Ccnnin{J, Dark. _ . : · , ·· ., :.:-: :n, 

~ . Staff writer'.->- , · . . . . . _- . _ Those who ~te;:l with Washington: . 

· STARKE,-::- _Twelve-year-old Flor~,. ·ho~ before his death say the con:- , 

ence Washington sat_ on her father's demned _ man was_ more· concerned 

lap _and, said aJasf tearful' good.by~ __ a~ut the grief h~ had caused his own 

just ~fterJ ?,ni. ye~rday:::'·. __ -_ ( •: --~ _ family _and llie reJ.atives of his victims -
_Six hours later, her father, David . than about his own impend1-ig death:-. 

Leroy Washington, was strapped into• · . '.'.He was able to forgive himself be" 

the electric chair _ at Florida State cause he felt he was forgiven. And·I 

Prison and executed for tlie murder think that;s _beautiful," Ingle said. 

of three Dade County residents dur- . In Miami, Meli's mother, Dolores 

ing a nine-day killing spree. _ :Meli Lo Proto~ said she didn't believe 

- "I want you to look at me. I'm the Washington's earlier apologies'To 
_ one who got me here. l want you to court for the crimeS:. -.: ' / .. ::.. :~ --!":'_ 

; . ~o ~tier," R~v. Joe Ingle · of Nash~-• "Why didn't he thir.k of that wtien 

! ville, '.1,'enn., quoted_ the prisoner as he was stabbing Frankie in the 

· saying during the visit . _: , . :, . · . , · , : chest?" she. said. "Why didn't he feel : 

I · Wasmn_· gton; \Vh~ _was pr~Iioun~ed. ~ad when Ff!nkie _wa_~ Sa_ying __ -_the 

1 dead at 7:09 am., was the fifth man Our Father? -... - _ . . , • . 

l to .die _in Flmjda's electric chair. this ., !'My son v.:as Ue~ rip fo~ two ~ys, . 
; year -and the seventh to be executed stabbed 11 times m the chest,": she 

; in.the state since F'lori<l.a restimed en~_\_ -said. _"That, to me, was cold-blooded · 

I forcement · of the- death penalty in murder.", , _ _ .. · . · , _ ' 1 

' 1979. · · • · · _ ' : ' · ·, _- . · . · Washington was served a last meal 

;·. Death Row _inmate Jimmie_ Lee_ • of fried shrimp and oysters, f~eiich 

; Smith, who was con~cted of murde_r: fries, lemonade, a half-pint of vanilla 

: , ing two Marianna women in 1978, also - ice cream, hot rolls and catsup, _said 

· was scheduled to be executedyester~ prison spokesman Vernon Bradfprd.~ 

day mornmg. But Smith won a stay Ingle said Washington faced. the 

~ from the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of _prospect ·of death calmly, trying to .tit . 

· Appeals in Atlanta on Thursday;· assure his family that their liy~ .. 

which was upheld by the U.S, Su~ could go on after his death. Witnes,.'?~$ , 
preme Court.· . ~- -- . ·, . •.' to the execution said Washington wa.s ' , 

;'. - Washington had survived two other calm and unemotional, even flashing 

• death warrants, one in March 1981, a grin at the witnesses and chatting 

• and the other a month latei:. He and · with the guards who ~ere binding 

Smith were scheduled to be executed him into the chair.· _ . _ .. 
Thursday morning, _but they won a· ·- Moments before the switch was -

temporary stay when the Atlanta ap- thrown, Washington used his final 

peals court decided Wednesday _ to statement to apologize to the families 
postpone the executions for 24 hours.· of the people he murdered.-- · - '..n 

But Washington's luck.- ·and his · _ · "I would like to say to the families 

appeals - finally ran out Thursday. of all my victims I_ am sorry for all 

After hear..ng oral arguments from the grief and _heartache 1 hav,e 

· Was}lJngton's lawyers, the federal ap- . brought to them," Washington said. 

peals court vacated the stay and the · _ "If my death brings them any ~ti£

U.S. Supreme Court upheld that deci- faction, so be it , · . k. · , •:' ,,,,, 

sion Thursday night · - ~_, :c·-·:·---:;-:-:';:- ~-:·· 'T4 like to say to all the guys.,on 

The 34-y~-old Mialpi native never Death Row, don't bow to defeat with.

denied killing University of Mjami out a fight," he continued, stumblmg 

student Franc Meli, 20, Miami. resi~,.:.over.a fe_w word.sand then correct.mg 
i,: dent, K;rtr:ina Birk, 64, 'and mini.stet:,;· himself. "I'm kind of nervous. Thatls 

;- DanielPridgen,69,a..Tldhasexpre§Se(!{ all.-",:) . .i'.<L;;:,;'): _ :>i; :_, ';_ 

1 remorse for ,his. crim~s.- One _anti-:.'>. _With that, a: metal restraint was 
f. death penalty protester standing out-:··.c1amped arpund his jaw·and a black· 

1-. side 'the prison read an exceIJ)t from leather _hood was fastened over piS · 

r·an ip.tervit/w .W~~n ~ve sever- he~d·to.1lide his face_fiom the 40 O~• 

• _ al vears ago m which he sa.id he was_ ficial witnesses. __ . , . . , · · • .-. ::-

ff:~ for_ms_mh,1~: >; :.:''t lt~C:::,; · :,¥Jer ~to make su._-re there 
ii{''; bfl. don-:,t care about my life.J feel, __ w~ no last-111µl_ute stays, J>risoi;i Sn-' _ 
(· like I mfe·soc· somethlli "Wasn- ':'' .. l"llrtenderit Richard D er nodded· ;: 

&mt~it&~~~~f§.~i~~~:i~••.·· 

. ' 

If 

~ .. : " 
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·;--_•_:_:··_·~:,:-·_ 1~----,:----•'-' _.,._.,, :::.:-,_'._-~-:·· . ·,.. ., -~.. . . --

w. -·ru·-•,-------:-.-_-. ·1··--"'•----·-:_-__ ,- -___ :· -;~ -- t· --,-c·dy-,,· --- d' ____ , --· 11· -
as ng on accep e -en . qu1e y-. 

,;., ::-~ ·::_/.'':"~)(:."- ::::· .. : .-J:);~::~\- ,: - /f.· --'. :'.'\kf't'.\>t[./·~:'.l ..:..· t --- _.; '·-:)_\ \ __ , _- -... , _ 
(from Page A;3)' ;- · ·· :._ .•·. on ~ashlngton, released a statement 

_ . __ .. -: · ·. ~- ·: · .. :· .. ·r,: . /. . mo~ents after Washington's death 

silently _to_ the hooded _ex~~utioiler. saymg that the case has had "exhaus-

With ·a_ dull Jhunk; the_ le\(el'._. w¥ tive judicial analysis and review" 

thrown and 2,000 yolts Qf electrtc· c.ur- that gave the convicted killer ample 

rent cycled through_Was~gton's. _ _-,,,,,,,,,"' ,,,.:,-_:-o, time for appeals.,.'.-'•',,· ... _ 

body.- '. ";"i .• :.'\\ ·:-•.0 -.\,::-:-·, :\~ '.:}:-· ,.'! ,. "This process has assured that the 

_ }Vitn~ _Mike Davis,· news 
1
directot · _, constitutional_ rights of the accused 

for. Ja_cks_oilville's WOKV_ an~ W AIV: -· were fully protected," Graham said 

radiostaticins,'said Washington's fists · · in the statement "The execution of 

·c1~11ciied tightly ~-~n ru;)he· frir~. i8l!fil\E:'!%i:'½\:d the se.TJ.tence assures that the rights 

~ent surged jnto him and droplets of· of the people of Florida are afforded 

pefspiraU~n beaded on bis body. I).a'.'_ g;..milar protection." . : ·- · · 

vis'said tli~e was no smoke, as _tbere ,t\.bout 40 anti-death penalty protest-

ha,<;l been with several previo~ exe-> ers and a handful of pro-death penal- -

'.eutiops._>'/(/ "/1 
c_ _ C:-\F J2::::'"<': . ty demonstrators gathered in the cow -

: One ~d one-half minutes after the_ pasture across the street from tlle 

-~tch was· engaged, the_ CU11fent was prison to keep a vigil The protesters 

shut_ off .. Prison physician Dr. -Gahn· .. , _,, sang hymns, waved signs and,vented 

.N&'ny~n: exam_ined.Wash-·ir,~ton's ;•·;; th ___ eir,anger over the exec~on,-:_- -• _ 

wrists and chest for Signs of lllle and, :tY • ··- . . Among the protesten, were Arthrnr · 

fingmg none, signaled to Dugger that : ,t » . , , === Goode Jr. and bis wife Mildred, of the • 

Washington was dead l _:._,- ·.. , -· · ' . ,. · , · --· ... /;,., ,_·· , Fort Myers area Their son Arthrnr . 

.' 'Wasbfugton•s body was tlakE;n to David Lt:roy Washm~on > : • Goode m was executed on April 5 for 

Alachua Genera,! Hospital _iril GaineS:._ - ___ __ Apologized tf?faTJ11IIes - -. -· ·· raping and killing a 9-year-old boy.· 

vi!].e for a routine autopsy, after, ·,: : . ,.. . . : · , . ,_ . · .• •·• _. . .. _ Mrs.Goode said she and her hus- . 

which he will be cremated.-. :'; .. · · -. : death since the Supreme _Court rein- band felt their presence "would do a 

- }Vashlngton's ·execution mhde hiin -stated c~ital punishment in 1976. -_ . little· good and make some impres

the second black in Florida/ and the; · Gov. Bob Graham, who signed the sion" in support of the anti-death pen.: 

22nd inmate nationwide to be put to three black-bordered death _warrants alty movement. · . - , · 
J. ... . " I 

• • 
,.t,r. ,.,. .. _-, ~ • • ·J -- .· •, 
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A killer's life 
touches 3 on 
h , ·a , t e outs1 e 

... And no one feels 
good about Death Row 
inmate Arthur Goode. 
By CHRISTOPHER BOYD 
Herard Staff Writer 

Ken White is a Lee County firefighter 
and a contented family man. He also is a 

, · man who wants Arthur Frederick Goode III 
dead. 

In the past three weeks, White has col
·lected 1,500 signatures asking for Goode's 
electrocution. · 

"I'm not a blood-thirsty vigilante," White 
said. "But Arthur Goode is an imperfect 
creation. He killed a little boy and he should 
die for that." 

A Lee County Circuit Court judge sen
tenced Goode to die in March 1977 for the 
rape and murder of 9-year-o:Id Jason Ver
Dow of Cape Coral. On May 2, more than 
six years later, a U.S. Court of Appeals 
overturned Goode's sentence. 

"When I heard that, I became enraged," 
White said. "I thought that this aL'l.'tjustice. 
I thought that if Jason were my child, that 
sucker would have never made it to jaii." 

Jason's partially nude and badly beaten 
body was found on March 6, 1976 in a 
clump of palmettos in North Fort Myers. He 
had bite marks over much of his body, had 
been sexually abused and been strangled 
with a belt. 

Blames bleeding hearts 
"I visited with the parents of the little 

boy after he was killed," White said. "Their 
grief was terrible. But Arthur Goode is still 
alive, and I've got to believe its because of 
these bleeding hearts trying to protect him 
and other murderers." 

Goode lives on Death Row in the Florida 
State Penitentiary at Starke where he has 
been one of 203 inmates sentenced to die in 
Florida's electric chair. Goode was also sen
tenced to life in prison for a raping and 
murdering a boy in Virginia. 

The 29-year-old inmate sees few people. 
Prison officials say he frequently flies into 
rages in his cell, yelling to his jailers to 
bring him young boys to rape. 

On calmer days, Goode writes letters -
to the governor, judges, newspapers and his 
parents. Last month, he wrote The Balti
more News-American: "Be advised. I de
mand my 'execution' be carried out as soon 
as possible and I am being 'denied' my legal 
right to 'die.' " 

He vacillates between wanting to live 
and die. In 1979. he even said that he had 
developed an interest in astronomy so pow
erful that it could overcome his lust for lit
tle boys. 

Throughout Goode's incarceration, his 
68-year-old parents have visited him at 
least once a month. 

'1:t's like terminal cancer," said Arthur 
(Bud) Goode Jr. "It's a slow death for us. 
We ain't been living~ really, for seven years 
now." 

Use hi.m for studies 
The senior Goode said he never wants his 

son released from prison, but he believes he 
should be allowed to live and used in psy
chiatric studies. 

"Ever since Freddy was three years old, 
he has wanted to destroy himself," Bud 
Goode said. "He's just wrapped, I guess. He 
just doesn't think like other people.'' 

The Geodes moved to a small Pine Island 
retirement bungalow from Maryland in No
vember 1975. The senior Goode, a retired 
milkman and water-company worker, said 

I 

JEFC: LEEN/ Miami Herald Bureau 

Mildred and Bud Goode in their Pine Island cottage. They still visit their son once a month. 

A I h ' f I h O 

$ " :mot er s poem or er son awaiting execution 
On I Dec. 19, 1982, Arthur Frederick 

Goode's mother, Mildred, wrote this poem 
about Iler son's pending death sentence: 

My Ison is on Death Row;/dear God, how· 
can itlbe! 

He tvas always a troubled child/always a 
bit befind. 

I gq to bed at night and toss till 3Jor I 
wake up at 5, and roll the years back;/roll 

I 

I 
he and his wife, Mildred, were ready to 
cash i* on the good life. 

"We hadn't been here 3½ months wheu 
Freddy came down here on the train," 
Good~ said. "Less than a month later, they 
found Ith at boy dead." 

After the murder, Freddy Goode went 
north to Virginia, where he raped and killed 
Kenn:i/ Dawson, 11, and kidnaped Billy 
Artis, I 10, committing homosexual acts on 
him for nearly two weeks. 

"He was a change-of-life baby.'~ Iviildred 
Goode said, wringing her hands. "He was 
_born e'arly and they put him in an incubator 
with oxygen - they say that does some
thing to the brain.'' 

1viilfed Goode said she will never have 
the ha,ppiness she had hoped for in old age. 

"If lthis had· happened to us when we 
were G5, Lord knows, it might have been 
easierlto handle," she said. "Now, I wish it 

the years back like reflections in a mirror. 
He always was a troubled child;/always 

looking for a friend who was not there./He 
loved animals, he had a black dog./And a 
Siamese cat, he wouldn ·t hurt a fly. 

Dear God, he's on Death Row;/How can 
this be! 

It's 10 years now, it seems like forever./ 
When I see him, he's 28. but he looks 15;/ 

would end for all of us. I sometimes wish 
Freddy could just die a natural death. I 
think he would be better off." 

Execution is unlikely 
Last year, Freddy Goode came very close 

to dying in the way his parents fear most. 
. In February 1982, Gov. Bob Graham 

signed Goode's death warrant and he spent 
four weeks on death watch, close to the 
e!ectic chair that Florida has only used once 
since 1964. In the end, he received a stav of 
execution from the U.S. Court of Appeais. 

The most rece,,t federal appellate court 
ruling makes it seem unlikely Goode will 
face execution soon, if ever. Charles Corces 
Jr., the Florida assistant attorney general 
handling the Goode case, has filed for the 
court to rehear the case, which he believes 
could take more than a year. 

you see, he was always a little behind./ 
Mothers always know. 

Dear God, how could this have happen
ed?[I loved children, I tried to be a good 
mother./My heart almost bursts with grief 
of what he did,/with what happened.fl pray 
every night for those left behind. 

Dear God, I love my s.on;/it"s in your 
hands now/Dear God. how can this be! 

"This case went through three appeals to 
the Florida Supreme Court," Corces said. 
"Each time, the court upheld the sentence. 
In doing so, it also confirmed that the death 
sentence was proper." 

If the appeals court does not grant a new 
hearing, Corces said, the state would appeal 
to the U.S. Supreme Court. He said it is un
certain what would happen if both courts 
refused to hear the case again. 

Wilbur C. Smith Ill, Geode's attorney, 
said he believes the appellate decision will 
stand and the state will allow Goode to 
serve a life sentence. He said resentencing 
Goode would iikely require a new trial, 
which he said he doubts would occur. 

For Geode's ·parents, the appellate court 
ruling didn't feel like a victory. 

"Mr. Srnith called us up after the ruling 
and said we had won," Mildred Goode said. 
"I know better. We can never win now.n 



Jffprieve parents 
to continue fight for· their ' .sons 

I ···.:.· :- , 

By BRIAN BLANCHARD 
Herold Staff Writer 

PINE 'ISLAND - Just before leaving on what she. 
thought might be her last trip to Death Row to see 
her son, MJ!dred Goode sighed. 

"I c6u!ll tal<e anything but an execution," she said. 
"If he co\lfd just die of a natural death ... " · 

Mlld"red Goode's soft voice trailed off. She has suf. 
fered two heart attacks in recent years. She lets her. 
husbahd, Bud, who has. a history of high blood pres- . 
sure, .talk loudly about injustice. · 

He needs little prompting and stops only to light 
L&M cigarets. . 

· •_Bud aiid Mildred- Goode ,,say they have always 
done whal they -could _to protect others from their 
only son, Freddy~ and FreddYftgri\;,~irriself. _ _:_''':::~c.: '.-
~C:-Coiii>lcled JJ1.urdefer-:CArthui'. Ff Goodrl 1,1X, · 
:!;·Freddy .to'the Qnly p_eople Who !cive him; . 

. ~l§fami)y!---.wa~ io.flie,Jves?Ati 
' .\¥hair; ~J; 'tlj<\ Flonda ~W~]ri:9,)l,11•; 

{Saturday, 1ust before-lea-~u,g Pme 
,'and be!ore,learning that his lawyer, WilbUr C; 
;,III of Fort,Myers, had won a ~tay of,exec?,t\on. fr~'N;,:,;,)\'_':t, ____ _ 

•,the !Hh u.s, Court of Appeals m At,I~nta,;,.•": ·· ·:, _}•.,d'p,;·_·,j >·· _ _ , 1 
• • ''Je fe~I a lot o.trelief and• It little ,• ifof vitidica- . ·:Mi.id1:ed and Bud Goode saYth~y did everything they could to protect others -hon, Bud Goode satd_Thu,sday. _ " - - . - , - . -. _ _ , . . · : The reliriev'e gives Bud Goode n:iore time t0 argue from their son ~ and FreddY: fr,qm himself. 
the case for his son. It gives Mildred-more time to re- . -
member. \, , , • .. . , . · . · : . The .. lirst arrest came in 197-2. The charge was 

,:,.-:- ,~The·@d,odes·say they· treated their on1y·son- like"· child molestatioh:' Tile" Victim Wasii'r 'phy'sfoiilfy ' 
the border-line, mentally ret~t·ded person they figured harmed, Freddy, then 18, got probation. ' '-_ • .·-

•him to·be + with specia!"education classes in the pub- Other arrests soon followed. Freddy Goode en-
lie schools,:.membership 1n a Boy Scout Troop for the tered a Maryland mental hospital for the first time 
retarded, two_ years in a.school for the retarded and, when he was 19. . _ 

. 'finally, confinement in a mental hospital. He wasn't violent during those days, members of 
· · The pale, dark-haired .Arthur Goode of today's his· family say. Just moody, irrational anil physically 
:headlines ~nd newscasts. was born when Mildred affectionate with boys. _ ·· · 

. Goode was 39. She had already given birth to -three "We took him to the doctors [psycho!O'glsts] right 
·girls, then aged 20, 15 and 10. from the beginning," said Mildred Goode, ''He was a 

All are now housewives - two live in Maryland, puzzle to all of them," · · 
one in Largo, Fla. The ,two Maryland sisters were pre- The Goodes, who called Freddy their change-of. 
paring Saturday to see their brother for the first time life baby, figure that Mildred Geode's approaching 
since escorting him to a Maryland mental hospital menopause stunted their son's mental capacity at 
after the first of two murders. They said they never .birth. 
knew Freddy very well because he was so much At 21, Freddy had the mental age of a 13-year-oid. 
younger. _ "He would talk all right," said Bud Goode. "He 

· "I-le' was more happy to see his sisters alter all looked all right-.,," • ' 
these years than he was-to learn about the stay," Bud " - but .he never had too much g0od reasoning," 
Goode said of the family's visit with Freddy at Starke said Mj]dred Goode. 
on Monday. It landed him on Deatli. Row, Gov. Bob Graham 

At holl)e family members called Freddy - a skin•- signed Goode's death warrant Feb. 5. 
ny kid with passions for ice cream, predicting the Until the fedclral stay of execution .Sunday, 
weather and long bicycle rides - a pantywaist. _ Goode's family thought he would die Tuesday morn• 

As a young boy, he was terrified of being left ing. On Monday, the judges set a date of April 19 to 
alone with other children in school and at parties. review Geode's March 1977 murder trial. They decid• 
Later, he would sit at home all day and listen to the ed to review posible violations of his constitutional 
radio and play records. rights. 

He never kept a male playmate for long. The issue goes beyond constitutional rights to 
"He liked to play with the little girls instead of questions of decency, say the Goodes. 

boys," said Bud Goode, "I'm ashamed J'm living in the United States," 
But as he grew older, Freddy became obsessed said gravel-voiced Bud Goode, a stocky, retired milk• 

with little boys. And the obsession always spelled man and water and sewer inspector. "I want the 
trouble. When he was seven, his parents noticed that American people to know they are executing a re
he liked to rub against a cousin, another boy, In a way tarded boy." 
the cousin didn't care for. In dozens of letters and statements during the last 

By the time Freddy was 13, he had earned notorie- six years, Freddy Goode, who will be 28 on March 28, 
ty in his suburban Washington, D.C., neighborhood said he deserved to be put to death for the March 
for fondling younger boys and asking them to sit in 1976 homosexual murder of nine-year-old Jason Ver• 
his lap. Dow of Cape Coral., 

VerDow was sexually_ molested and kll)ed, ac
c·ording to a fi1edical ~xaniiner's testimony, by stran• 
gulation with a, smooth cord. It happened near a __ 
school bus stop in Cape Coral; 19 miles from the 
Goode home, where Freddy Goode was staying for 
one month.· ·. 

Two weeks later, after Goode returned to the 
Washington. area, · Kenneth• Bawson, 11, of Falls 
Clmrch;Va., died the same way. 

Goode admitted. committing both murders, -both 
-times after walking away from the same minimum 
security Maryland mental hospital. 

Goode entered the hospital in 1975 after being 
charged with nine counts of child molestation and 
convicted with two .. He took a bus to Pine Island in 
March 1976, when VerDow was killed. 

· Two sisters took him back to the hospital one 
month later. He walked away before the sisters left 
the hospital. That's when Dawson died. 

Before his trial in Fort Myers, Goode fired lawyer 
Smith and tried to defend himself. 

Goode argued that he was sane and guilty. "At 
that time he wanted to be found guilty and to be exe• • 
cuted," said Bud Goode. · 

In a press conference at Florida State Prison last 
week, Goode reversed his earlier stand and said" his 
life should be spared to provide psychiatrists a chance. 
to-study his pedophilia, the abnormal sexual desire for 
children. 

That's the position Geode's parents ha'le taken 
since he was locked up on Death Row. . 

Though Mildred Goode speaks wistfully of a quiet, 
natural death for her only son, Bud Goode has worked 
six years to try to get his son off Death Row, into an 
institution and under the scrutiny of students of the 
criminal mind. . 

"There are almost 1,000 people waiting to go 
through what my son is going through" on the na
tion's death rows, Goode said. "Why not study him 
and try to prevent future Arthur Goodes_?" 

The Goodes say they know of no jarring event in 

·,:- _ · ,.. , ;_·,,<sf,: ',',--:;.: .. ~,,:•:, ,'. _ ., ~riifo~ Press lnt~~n~ 
Arthur i?rederfok Goode is escor_ted from a 
Virginia court after his arrest in i'976 otj( ' l 
murder charges, ·_ ·}t 
their son's life that would explain his brutal actions. <i 

"The police don't know what to clo, the judge~ 
don't know what to do, the mental hospitals don't 
know what to do, so when thing$ go wrong they;' 
want to kill Freddy," sai'd Bud Gooct·e. :~ 
, The.-Go_odes left )'reddy in the Maryland instittf) 

tion ano retired to Pine Island in November 1975i 
They thought he would be safe 'there, but he escape(/,. 

Communication hitches kept the Goodes from; 
sending their son back sooner than they did, they say;< 

Bud Goode said Freddy called home and told his.• 
parents he had left the Maryland mental instituticiri 
and was on his' way to Florida. The father immediate! 
ly called his Maryland attorney, asking him to aier't 
the hospital that his parents would send Freddy bacl,: 

The lawyer "was very busy," said Goode, It took 
time to _reach the lawyer and when Goode did, thEf, 
lawyer "said to sit tight," said Goode. ;. 

,It was three weei<S before the lawyer had notified -
the· hospital that Freddy Goode would be returning 
voluntarily, said Goode. , 

One evening in March just after Freddy arrived, · 
Bud Goode's retirement was shattered during a local 
newscast that described the murder of Jason Ver• 
Dow. . .. 

Bud Goode thought of Freddy, sleeping in the next 
room. ·; 

"I shook him awake and asked him point blank if· 
he killed that boy. He said 'no.' " 

The 11 no" became 11 yes" a few months later. _ 
Bud and Mildred Goode had hoped to settle into a"_ 

casual life of fishing and leisure on the Gulf when.· 
they bought their home in this retirement and fishing' 
community north west of Fort Myers in 1972. . ·_ : 

Now the small motorboat in their front yard gets'. 
wet only when it rains. · 1, 

Bud stays inside with Mildred, reading legal opin-; 
ions, talking to reporters and writing daily letters to.' 
their son. i 

Bud and Mildred Goode sign each letter "Love~( 
Mom and Dad.'' J ,, 
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'Dea~h row' famUie's .gef Uttle symp.athy \l · Asspciatod Pr,eas . Over the last three years, Radel.et and. pr ' . ' Florida State University graduate student I 

GA:INESVl.LLE ~ . The families of ' Margaret V!l_ndiver spent 40() hours each 
Florida's death row inmates are themselyes visiting death row inmates at J)'lorida Sta~e 
imprisoned by isolation and fear and bom-1 · Prison, and getting to know them and their 

I, barded by the glare of publicity and hatre,d i 'families. . . . . · . , 
from: the outside world, says,a University of : They teamed up with UF sociology 
Fiorida (UF) sociology professor.. 1 professor Di'. Felix Berardo; a marriage and 

! "The , families are a lot like those of . family expert, and the resulting stuqy will 
· terminally ill patients, bu. t t.he loved ones ~f be published in the Journal of F'amily I~• 
\ ~ the 190 men on Florida's death row don t sues next year. 
~ turn to each other for support nor do they · THE RES,EARCHERS found 

: . ha:ve socillty's syrnpathy,•i says .profe~sor , 'virtually(all death row f~J?ilies are po9r. 
_ · ~Michael Radelet. ' . ~. • Few can afford regular v1s1ts. . . 
- · · '' The researcher said death row families · · One 78-year-old arthritic i,n,other rode 
:~· experience ·the s~me aD;ticipatory grief as I a bus to a town near the Starkll prison, then 
= those of the terminally 111 and can he sub- hitchhiked' the final 12 ro.ile.sto see_her son 

J·ected"to undue p§!ychological-and social ··· · · -- ····· · · 1 • 
. h . d' 1 :;; i d ~ ·t 1 on weekends. . . . .. . . 

stress if deat ,, ,1s ~ aye1,1,, n e,,m e y·. Radelet says that like th,e families of the . 
... "BECA 1.JSE '()F TllE pubHc 1sup;, ,: victims,. d~~th row fami_lies "bear ;110 direct 
port. for executions; it ..Js. djffi,cµlt f<>r: t~e ·'., resp9ns1bJbtyf or the ~rm~e, bu~ ~liey suffer . 
families to fi11d:people syttl,pathe~i,~ t,o th~ir\ •!t~ r:1t~g~1:t v , \Yb~re1,ts t~~Jam1li~s of ho~
plight," R!flil:ll!'lt s~id. "'l'h,e;f~~J!ies in9~t i . 1~1de :..vu::tlms suffer \nttn~n,,ely, .their 
bear the .added weight of .knowmg their; suffermg_us1,111llY:peaks relatiyely.qu1c~ly, 
telatives' d.eaths ~re 11c~ively des:ired aw;l , ... and t~ey,can begm ~he;slow reconstruction 
~ought by others.", - .... < . . , , ,ofth(l1r hves," he said m a release Mo1;1day ... 

. . -~- I •. r•1:.:,.,~~ ..... ,-._.,..~.-.,..,~t,,-¥, .... ~· .;• ~"-'\~~•~.,,1 ... ,."-;._:.,p..,..~;"• ~,"' ,_ -~ "i,i.efu~,r 
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Families' lives crossed, and paths led to death •row 
. . \ . 

• On Feb. 5, Gov. Bob Graham signed a Mildred Goode, l:i soft-spoken woman 
di'!ath warrant.for Arthur Frederick Goode Ill. whose heart weakened by angina pectoris 

. Goode, 27, was convicted in 1977 of sexual- MONDA'( MORNING sends shafts of pain through her arms and: 
ly assaulting arid murdering a 9.:.year-old boy Bill chest when she hears bad news about Freddy · - which is often - agrees. . near Fort Myers. He also has been convicted -~....,...-,--~----- She hands a visitor a fading ph<;>tograph of 
and sentenced to life in prison for a similc1r co· a· DWELL her son. It was taken in grammar ·school - a 
crime in Virginia. Goode is scheduled to be ----•----------- snapshot of the child molester .as a child. executed in Florida's electric chair af 7 a.m. "Look at the eyes," she says. "Have you ~-
March 2. Because his case is being ap~ for 9-year-old Jason VerDow. ever seen such troubled eyes? Even then, he 
pealed, it is unlikely that the execution will was different, not normal. Look at the eyes. • THE BIG LOCAL story on the news of You.can see the trouble there." take qtace. as planned. Goode' s biiarre • and March 6 was that Jason's body had been founcl "" "" "" · 
brutal behavior has rrJade him one of the 1·n_a wooded area. The c·h1'ld had.been rep· eat- · · · ·The voice at the other end of the telephone most hated men on death row. His parents edly· molested and strangled after bein. g lured 

line is wary, guarde.d; Lance VerDow explains , say that·their son is insane and should not be from a school bus stop the day before. that his parents do not wish to talk about his ·~; 
executed. Others, obviously, disagree. What Bud, a coiled spring of a man: who has suf- brother Jason's death or Freddy Goocle. 
follows is the first of a two1part. examination fei•ed from high blood pressure since the age of Time will heal many · things, but the ·,' 
of the case of Arthµr Frederick Goode Ill. • 21• felt his st0mach tighten as he watchecl the _wounds left by the murder of a child have to be ::) 

account Of the VerDow murder. Fipally, he among the slowest to mend. 'If-they mend at March 6, 1976. Bud Goode sa:t watching the 
11 o'clock news in his home with a mounting 
sense of apprehension. 

In a nearby room, Goode's son, 21-year-old 
Arthur Frederick Goode III - known as 
Freddy tq his family --'- lay in .a sound sleep. 

Freddy had arrived in Florida about two 
weeks .earlier from Maryland, where he had 
been i.n deep trouble. Facing multiple' charges 
of child molestation, Freddy had cut a deal 
with authorities there. In exchange for dis
missal of. most of the charges, Freddy had 
agreed to enter a mental hospital for treat
ment. That had been done, but Freddy had 
tired of treatment, walked out of the hospital 
and made his way to the house near Fort 
Myer.s to which his parents. had retired. 

. Bud Goode says now that he and his wife 
wer.e making arrangements for Freddy to re
turn ~o a hospital but that red tape was com-
plicating the process. . 

Whatever the delay, it·proved to be fatal 
• 

could take it no longer. Cliarging into his son's all. \ 
room, he yanked the pasty-faced young map 
from his bed. • . . . J 

Bud insists that he didn't yell at Freddy, 
· but his voice was loud enough to .attract the 

attention of,at least one neighbor. 
"~id you kill that boy?" Bud roar!3d, "Did. 

you kill that .boy?" , 
Freddy denied having anything to do with 

the crime and, less than a week later, his par
ents brought him to St. Petersburg and· put 
him on a train to W ashin:gton, where he wa.s to 
re-enter a inental hospital. ' 

When he ·got to the hoi,!pital, Freddy didn't 
Hke wh1:1t he saw, so he again simply walked 
out the door. From the hospital, he kidnapped 
aJO-ye1;1r-old Maryland boy, who was with him 
when he also abducted a boy in Virginia. , 

The Maryland boy survived his ordeal, but 
l\:ennethDawspn, 11, of Falls Church, Va. met 

· the same fate as Jason VerDow. · 
Now, almost six years later, Bud and fylil-

AP. 

Mildred and Bud Goode saytheir son.should be declc;1red insana. ·. 
I . ' • 

· dred Goode sit on their wind-swept back 
porch, sip bourbon highballs and plead for 
their s9n's life. 

BUD, WHO.SPEN'I' 29 years as a milk 
delivery driver and 12 years as a water and 
sewer jnapector in Maryland before retiring to 
Florida in 1975, is still lean and muscular at 67. 
Bud is a self-described "hothead," and bitter-

. ness clings to his words like grapes. to a vine. · 

"What does it take to be declared insane in 
Florida?" he demands as he fires up another 
L&M cigarette. · 

Without waiting for an answer, he inhales 
the cigarette smoke deeply and points to a 
household pet. , 

"!guess you got to be like that dog on four 
legs and · be walking around barking before 
you're declared incompetent.I' 

LANC~ WHO IS 23, was 17 when Ja
son was al:Jducted !'lild murdered by Freddy: 

Unlike his parents, Lance will vent his 
emotions. · 

"My parents have had people after 'em to · :i 
talk for sixyears," he says. "Life goes on, but '.'; 
we just don't like to be reminded of it an the ;::, 
time ... But you can't get'away from it. I have . 
people who come up to me and ask, 'Was that '' 
your hr.other?' l've adjusted to it pretty well; 
I'm not about to run from it. Maybe if he's ex- ~; 
ecuted, we would have the whole mess over 
with, and we wouldn't have to keep reading 
about it in the newspapersor seeing it on tele
vision. 

'.'I think,this case represents a breakdown 
in the judicial system, when the system lets a 
person get in the condition (Freddy's) in and 

See CORNWELi-,· 6-B 
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