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CONSTITUTION.

Arricte 1. This Society shall be known as the Prison ASSOCIATION oF
New York.

Arr. IL. Its objects shall be—

1. The gmelioration of the condition of
or finally convicted, or as witnesses.

‘whether detained for trial,

2. The imp of Prison Discipline, and the Government of Prisons,
whether for Cities, Counties, or States.

3. The support and encouragement of reformgd convicts after their dis-
charge, by affording thom the means of obtaining an honest livelihood, and
sustaining them in their efforts at reform.

Art. III. The officers of the Society shall be a President, four Vice-
Presidents, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, 2 Treasurer,
and the following Committees, viz. : A Finance Committee, a Committee on
D i a C i on Discipli and a C i on Disck
Convicts.

Art. IV. The officers named in the preceding article shall coustitute an
Executive Committee, who shall choose one of their number to be Chairman
thereof.

Art. V. The Executive Committee shall meet once in each month, and
keep regular mimites of their proceedings. They shall have a general saper-
intendence and direction of the affuirs of the Society, and shalt annually report
to the Society all their proceedings, and such other matters as shall be likely
to advance the ends of the Association.

. Art. VI. The Society shall meet annually in the City of New York, at such
time and place as the Executive Committee shall appoint, and at such other

tlhIfes as the President, or in his absence one of the Vice-Presidents, shall
designate.

Art. VII. Any person contributing anuually to the funds of the Association,
shall, during such contribution, be a member thereof. A contribution of $500
shall constitute a life Patron ;—a contribution of $100 an honorary member of
the Executive Committee for life ;—and a contribution of $25 shall constitute a
member of the Association for life. Honorary and corresponding members
may from time to time be appointed by the Executive Committee.




CONSTITUTION.

AnrT. VIIL. A Female Department shall be formed, consisting of such
females as shall be selected by the Executive Committee, who shall have ?harge
of the interest and welfare of prisoners of their sex, under such regulations as
the Executive Committee shall adopt.

Arr. 1X. The officers of the Association shall be chosen annually at the
annual meeting, at which time such persons may be elected lmrmr?ryv mem-
bers as shall have rendered essential service to the cause of Prison Discipline.

Arr. X. Any Society having the same objects in view may become auxiliary
to this Association by contributing to its funds and co-operating with it.

Art. XI. The Executive Committee shall have power to a(!d to any of the
Standing Committee such persons as, in their opinion, may be likely to ?romote
the objects of the Society, and shall have power to ﬁlll any vacancy which may
ocear in any of the offices of the Association, intermediate the annual meetings.

Awrr. XIL This Constitution may be amended by a vote of the majority of
the Society, at any meeting thereof, provided notice of the amendment has
ceen given at the next preceding meeting.

BY-LAWS.

I.—There shall be a stated meeting of the Executive Committee on the
Fourth Monday of each month, and a special meeting shall be held at any time,
on the requisition of one of the ding C i or of the Chairman of the
Executive Comnittee.

PN
IL.—At every meeting of the Executive Committee, stated -em special, the
attendance of seven members shall be necessary to constitute a quorum.

III.—The order of business at every stated meeting shall be as follows :

1. The reading and adoption of the minutes of the last preceding meeting.

2. Reports from the Standing Committees in the order in which they are
named in the Constitution of the Society.

3. Reports from Female Department.

4. Report from Corresponding Secretary.

5. Reports from Special Committees.

6. Motions and Resolutions.

The business first in order at a special meeting, shall be the subject for the
consideration of which the meeting shall have been called, and no other subject
shall be brought before the meeting, except with the consent of a majority of
the members present.

IV.—The Chairman shall nominate and appoint all Special Committees, and
10 person nominated by him shall be excused, unless upon reasons assigned by
him that shall be approved by the meeting ; but a Chairman pro. tem. shall not
have such power unless authorized by the meeting.

V.—The Chairman shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal,
and the rules of order shall be the seme, so far as they are applicable, as those
of the House of Assembly in the Legislature of New York.

V1.1t shall be the duty of the Finance Committee,

1. To receive and pay over to the Treasurer of the Society, all moneys
received, either as donations or for memberships.

2. To audit and direct the peyment of all bills against the Society, in such
manner and form as they shall direct; but no bill shall be paid by the Treasurer,
unless app d by the C: i and igned by the Chairman thereof.

3. To invest and control the surplus moneys of the Society under the autho-
=ity of the Executive Committee.




BY-LAWS

4. To bave power under the same authority, to employ one or more agents
to obtain members, and collect subscriptions to the Society 3 and it shall be
their duty to make a report at each monthly meeting of their proceedings, and
those of their agents.

5. To aonually examine and report upon the Treasurer’s accounts, and to
audit the same.

VII.—The following shall be the duties of the Committes on Detentions.

1. To inguiro into the causes of commitment of all persons dotained for trial,
or o5 witnesses in any of the Prisons of the cities of Now York and Brooklyn,
and to adopt proper measures for procuring the discharge of such as shall appear
1o be entitled thereto.

2. Mo visit frequently the prisons under their charge, and to endeavour to
improve the condition of the prisoners :—-by training them to habits of cleanti-
ous and exercise ; by securing to them comfortable accommodations, having a
regard to space, light, and temperature : by procuring for them suitable em-
ployment : by providing them with books, or other means of mental occupation :
by securing such a separation and classification as shall preserve the young, the
innocent, and the less hardened from the contaminating intercourse of the more
depraved : by obtaining for them honest and able logal advice ; and generally
by bringing all practical, moral, and religious influences to o serate upon their
minds.

VIIL—It shall be the duty of the Committee on Discharged Convicts,

1. Tokeep an office in the central part of the City of New York, where dis-
charged prisoners may apply for aid and advice.

9. To keep a record of all commitments to our State Prisons, and New York
and Kings Connty Prisons-—of tho crime of which each person was convieted,
of the date of his commitment and discharge, and ail other important informa-
tion thereto appertaining.

3. To open a correspondence with the Prison Agents or Superintendants,
relative to the character and trades of prisoners, and to ascertain previous to the
discharge of each prisonor, his feclings, views, and capabilities, with a view to
making the best arrangements for his future employment.

4. To keep o record of all persons who will employ discharged prisoners, and
of their several occupations} to procure employment for prisoners, applying
therefor, as scoms best adapted to the capacity of each; to hold a correspoud-
ence with employers, to keep a record of the behaviour and prospects of those
for whom places are btained, that they may be sustained and encouraged with
the idea, that a continual friendly interest is felt for them.

5. "Fo endeavour to procure suitable boarding places for the discharged prison-
ers, where they will not be exposed to corrupting influences ; taking care not
to have more than one in a place when it can be avoided.

6. To see that the prisonors are provided with suitable clothing, of a kind that
will not attract attention, and point them out as convicts.

IX.—The general duty of the Committee on Prison Discipline shall be the
supervision of the internal organization and management of the prisons in which
convicts are confined, embracing the moral and physical influences to be exerted
on thy prisoners during their coninement.

R4€ ph.

BY-LAWS.

This duty shall be comprised under the followiug general heads :
fl;e:-zllh—l\];uder which shall be included Diet, Dress, Cleanliness, Warming
of Prisons, Ventilation, Exercise, Modes of Employ: i
5 3 ployment, Insanit) .
ical Treatment gonerally. s i oud Med
, N - 8 - .

‘ffgﬁf‘ on- neluding the (€ of prisoners according to age, sex.
physieal conditon, character, and numbers; Instruction, religious and ordinary ;
’f"f’“l treatment, Isolation, and Intercourse ; Rewards and Punishments ; th'-
Visitation of Friends, and Pardons. T

iz;avc%ril bj/s{cuz—Embrucjng convict labour, Prisou revenues and expenses.
o d mzn;srh'u!zon a;d Supervision—Comprising the mode of appointing officers,

heir qualifications, duties, abuse of their powers, and the i i .
! f ) g S, he intern -
tions of prisons. ! ! polico rogula

Comparison of Prison Systems and Reforms—Including the collection of
works and reports, correspondence with other Societics, superintendunce of
oyicons, and per: interested in pri isci " iy -

V'S i porsons interested in prison discipline. The collection of statistics.

isitativn—The visiting of State, County, and City Prisons, including
Houses for the rcforu?amon of Juvenile Delinquents, at such periods and in such
manner as the Committee wuy, from time to time, determine.

X.—Each Standing Committee shall have power to appoint its own Chair-
man and Secretary, and to divide itself into as many sub-committees as it may
ceem proper, and each Committee shall make n report of its proceedings at

g

ch stated meeting of the Executive Committee.

XI—Tho Recording Secretary shall be the Secretary of the Executive
Committee, and it shall be his duty to keep the minutes ot the proceedings ot
the .Cnmmit(ees, to record them in a book to be provided for that pur ossbnnd
to give due notice of all meetings of the Committee. oo

XIJ.——I: sh-all be the duty of each Standing Committee to report to each
i‘.mntl‘]} meeting of the Executive Committec. the number of meetings held
aud the numes of the members attending at euch. )

XIIT.—If it shall appear from the report of any Standing Committee, that
any member has not attended any one of these meetings during the prcc:adin
three months, the member so neglecting to attend shall, if no satisfactory ef
cuse be offerad, b deemed to huve resigned s @ member of such Commmittee,
and the Executive Committee may proceed to appoint another in his place. ’

i 0»person shnll_ be added as & mer_nber to any of the Standing Com-
” oes, unless the Committee to which he is to be added shall have roported

:l[gnixdu;: at a preceding meeting of the Executive Committee, and shall have
ln- - d-m:hfk]l]e bmel;nber so proposed has consented to serve. No person, so

lhe.m; m;);r: ! e mef-ted as a member unless by the votes of two-thirds of all
b % present ; and every such eiection shall be made by ballot, unless
y unanimous consent the ballot be dispensed with.

f:ixV.—There shall be a Standing Comunittee of Ladies for the Female De-

:';m;neen;n dt:z lrln:mbershof which shall be selected by the Executive Com-
s all have charge of the interests and wells :

own sex, under such lati as the :‘s . a:l‘ wz o ?f bt d'le“

may




BY*LAWS.

i bati tive Committee, may
3 Ives, with the of the E)fecu
.:1 t}fy .éuuch Committee shall :i;ave power 10 elect its ov;r.n qﬁice!s, aﬂx:z ‘;!;;:
- } i n the same footing 8s
i jaced in all respects O 0 . \
l;’i:‘d"ze; bs:];?nibt&e}: of the Executive Committee, in relation to the increase
i a
of their numbers.
f
ing S hall conduct the correspondence of
. The Corresponding Secretary s | P
X‘élecfta:e Committee, and of each of the Standn_:g Camm\mcceesmvivtl::
the\1‘11'};d and shall report the same 8t each stated meeting of the Com: )
;nd sha“. vecord the same in books to be procured for that purpose.

XVII.—The Chairman of the Executive Committee !:f]d the Co»rrespond-

ing Secretary, shall be b flicio of all the
VIIL.—It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to koep safely all fnoney:‘

> ‘ted.with him by the Finance Comupittee, to pay over tl?e snmedx:ﬂ s“’i "
dewsler and at such time as the Finance Committee shall direct, uf\twe 5,\011
l::i‘;nsecuriry for the faithful discharge of his duty as that Commi
Tequire. ‘

XIX.—No slteration in these by-laws shall be made, except & notice ;fei!‘l:
propose;mendment shall have been given at a previous meeting of the Ex
tive Comumittee.

AN ACT
TO INCORPORATE THE PRISON ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK.

PASSED MAY 9, 1846, BY 4 TWO-THIRD VOTE.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senale and Assembly, do enact
as follows :

§1. All such persons as now azs and hersafrer shall become members to the said
Association pursuant to the constitution thereof, skll and are hereby constitated a
body corporate by the name of Tar Prisox AssoczaTion or New Yorxk, and by that
name have the powers that by the third title of the eighteenth chapter of the first part
of tho Revised Statutes, are declared to helong to every corporations and shall be cs~
pable of purchasing, holding, and conveying auy estate, real or personal, for the use
of said corporation. Provided, that such real estate shall never exceed the yearly

value of ten thousand dollars, vor be applied to auy other parpose than those for
which this corporation is formed.

§ 2. The estate and concerns of said corporation shall be managed and conducted
by its Executive C i in ity to the itution of the said corporation;
and the following articles that now form the constitution of the Association shall con-
tinue 1 be the fandamental laws and constitution thereof, subject to alteration in the
mode therein prescribed.

ARTICLE T.
The objects of the Association shall be—
1. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whether detained for trial, or
finally convicted, or s witnesses.

2. The improvement of prison discipline, and the government of prisons, whether
for cities, counties, or states.

3. The support aud encouragement of reformed convicts after their discharge, by
affording them the means of obtaining an honest livelihood i i
their efforts at reform.

, and them

ARTICLE II.
The officers of the society shall be a President, four Vice-Presidents, a Recording

Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, and a Treasurer, and there shall be the follow-
ing committees, viz: a Finance Committee, 8 Committes on Deteutions, a Commi
©on Discipline, a C: ittee on D

Convicts, and an Executive Committee.

ARTICLE I

The officers named in the preceding article shall be ex-officio members of the Ex-
scative Cemmittee, who shall choose one of their number to be chairman thereof.




ACT OF INCORPORATION.

ARTICLE IV.

Tho Executive Committee shall meet once in each mouth, and keep regular minates

of their proccedings. They shall have a goneral superintendenco and direction of ::;
O fvive of tho society, and shall annually report to tho socioty all thelr procecdings,

such other matters as shall be likely to advance the cnds of the Association.

ARTICLE V.
York, at such time and place as

iety shu .t annually in the city of New n @
The saciety e e . ther times as the President, or, in

the Executive Committee shall appoint, and at such o
his absence, cne of the Vice-Presidents, shall designate.

ARTICLE VL
iati 11, during such
{butinz annually to the funds of the Association, shall, g
A B b 1 4 A contribation of five hundred dollars shall con-

contribution, be 2 member thereof. w lollars shall con
i i H ontribution of one hundred dollars an honorary me: £
stitate a life patron; a c Jundred B e

Executive Committee for life ; and a I
a mombor of the Association for life. Honorary and corresponding members moy

fvom time to time be appointed by the Executive Committec.

ARTICLE VIIL.
+ shall be formed, consisting of such femnales as shall be selected

A Femalo Departmen :
by the Executive Committee, who shall have charge of the interest and welfare of

i i i ymmittee shall adopt.
prisoners of their sex, under such regulations as the Executive Co p!

ARTICLE VIIL
The officers of the Association shall be chosen annually at the aonual mee:;g;:;
which timo such persons may be elected honorary members as shall have re
©essential service to the cause of prison discipline.

ARTICLE IX. .
Any society having the same objects in view may be'cnme auxiliary to this Associa-
tion by contributing to its funds, and co-operating with it.

ARTICLE X.

The Execative Committee shalt have power to add to any of the !:!umding commx_twes'
quch persous as, in their opinion, may be Jikely to promote the objects of the suc}e&
d thall have power to fill any vacancy which may occur in any of the offices o
Association, intermediate the annual meetings.

ARTICLE XL
This constitution may be amended by a vote of the majority o'f the sngisty. att B:i
meeting thereof, provided notice of the amendment has been given at the noxt pI
oedThmf :;Z:Zmea for the current year under the constitution shall continue to be
the officers thereof until others shall be duly chosen in their pla.oe.s‘ .
And it is hereby further enacted, that no manager of said society shall receive a1Y
compensation for s services.

ACT OF INCORPORATION.

§ 3. The said Exccutive Committec shall have power to establish a Work-House in
the county of New York, and in their discretion to receive and take into the said Work-
House all such persons as shall be taken up and committed as vagrants or disorderly
persons, in said city, as the Court of General Sessions of the Peace, or the Court of
Special Sessions, or the Court of Oyer and Terminer, in said county, or any Police
Magistrate, or the Commissioner of the Alms House, may deem proper objects; and
the said Exceutive Committee shall have the sume powers to keep, detain, employ, and
govern the said persous, as are now by law contirred on the keepers of the Bridewell
or Peniteutiary in said city.

§ 4. The said Executire Committee may from time to time make by-laws, ordinances,
and. lati relative vo the aud disposition of the estate and concerns
of said iation, wud the overnment, i ion, discipline, and em-
ployment of the persons so as aforcsaid committed to the said Work-House, not contrary
10 law, as they may deem proper; and may appoint such officers, agents, and servants,
us they may deem necessury to transact the business of the said Association, and may
designate their duties.  And the said Execative Committee shall malke an annual report
ta the Legislatare, and to the Corporation of the city of New Yoik, of the number of
persons received by them into the said Work-House, the disposition which shall be

de of them by instrueting or employing them therein, the receipts and expenditures

ccutive Committee, and generally all such facts and particulars as may exhibit
the operations of the said Association.

§ 5. The said Executive Comumittee shall have power, during the minority of any of
the persons so comnitted to the said Work-House, to bind out the said persons, so being
sminors as aforesaid, as apprentices or servants, with their consent, during their minority,
to such persons, and at such places, to learn such proper trades and employments, as in
their judg will be most ducive to their ionand d and future
benefit and advantage of such persons.

§ 6. The said E: tive Co il by such as they shall from time to
time appoint, shall have power, and it shall be their duty, to visit, inspect, and examine,
all the prisons in the State, and annually report to the Legislature their state and con-
dition, and all such other things fn regard to them as may enable the Legislature to
perfect their government and discipline. And to enable them to execute the powers
and perform the duties hereby granted and imposed, they shall possess all the powers

nd authority that by the twenty-fourth section of title first, chapter third, part fourth,
of the Revised Statates, are vested in the Inspectors of County Prisons; and the
duties of the keepers of each prison that they may examine, shall be the same in rela-
tion to them as in the section aforesaid are imposed on the keepers of such prisons in
relation to the Tuspectors thereof. Prozided, that no such examination or iuspection
of any prison shall be made uutil an order for that purpose to be granted by the Chan-
cellor of this State, or one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, or by a Vice Chancel-
lor or Circuit Judge, or by the first Judge of the county in which the prison to be
examined shall be situate, shall first have been had and obtained, which order shall
epecify the name of the prison to be cxamined, the names of the persons members of
the said Association by whom the examination is to be made, and the time within
‘wkich the same must be concluded.

State of New York,
Is Sexate, May 8k, 1846.
This bill having been read the third time, two-thirds of all the members elected to
the Senate voting in favor thereof,
Resolved, That the bill do pa

By order of the Senate, A. GARDINER. President.




ACT OF INCORPORATION.

State of New York,
I Assemory, April 24th, 1846,
This bill having been read the third time, and two-thirds of all the members alected
to the Assembly voting in favor thereof :
Resolved, That the bill do pass.
By order of the Assembly, WM. C. CRAIN, Speaker

Approved this 9th day of May, 1846. SILAS WRIGHT.

State of New York,
SecrETARY'S OFFICE.

1 have compared the preceding with an original law on file in this office, and do
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom, and of the whole of said original.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto affixed the seal of this office at tho ecity of
Albany, the fifieenth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and forty-six.

ARCH'D. CAMPBELL,
Dep. Sec. of State.

REvISED STATUTES, Part IV., Chap. 8, Titte 1.

§ 24. It shall be the duty of the keepers of cach of the said prisons, to admit the
said inspectors, or any one of them, into every part of such prison; to exhibit to them
on demand, all the books, papers, documents, and accounts, pertaining to the prison,
or to the detention of the persons confined therein; and to render them every other
facility in their power, to enable them to discharge the duties above prescribed. And
for the purposc of obtaining the necessary i ion, 1o enable them to make snch
report as is above required, the suid inspectors shall have power to examine on oath,
to be administered by either of the said inspectors, any of the officers of the said pri-
sons, and to converse with any of the prisoners confined therein, without the presence
of the keepers thereof, or any of them.




PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNIVERSARY.

R ————

cond anni ing of the Association was held at Stuy-
THE se yersary meeting o
vesant’s Institute on the evening of the 22nd of Deeem_be}', 18.46.}1 e
Vice-Chancellor McCoun, the President of the Association; in the_ 3
; ice-President.
isted by Judge Enmons as Vice
ass’ll‘hee mZetingbwas opened by prayer from the ?»ev. Dr. SE"ILXNG. e
After which the PRESIDENT introduced, thh' :}ppmprmte. rema: f,
Jetters from the Philadelphia Society for Allevxat]l)ng hthe ]\(;[l(s)en‘e:c;
i i jety for Aiding Discharged Con H
Public Prisons, and the Boston Society for lh: D e iets;

ich Societies were represented at : ; .
l;t(}:‘ief; :}X:XCVVM. W. WiLson, Esq., and the Philadelphia Society by
f. CLEVELAND. )
PmAi'ter the reading of these letters, Judge Emﬁouns, as (cihm:“[rlx::;:s :é‘ 31:’
i i d the Annual Report, and a
Executive Committee, presente nd addressod e
i i i labors of the Association ior P
ting, generally in relation to the 1
‘;::r i‘\dg read an interesting letter from Dr. Jurws of Berlin, and one
3
Gov. SEwarp, of New York. . ) _
fmi:ng T. HOPP};K, Agent of the Discharged Convict Cor'nmlttee, ad
dressed the meeting in regard to the operations of that Committee. .
Gieneral WrtnoxE, by direction of the Committee of Arrangements,
nominated the officers and members for the ensuing year, who were

nanimously elected. )
b The meefing was then addressed by Mr. CiaRLES PARKER, the financial

ent of the Association.
agAt the close of the meeting, WILLIAM WaLN D.RINKER, Esq,h gave
notice, in behalf of JonN Duer, Esq., of his intention to move 1l a;vso
much of the Third Article of the Constitution as relates to the Recording
Secretary, be amended.

On motion, it was then .

Resolved, That the Association do now adjourn, to meet on Monday evening next;
at the rooms of the Association.
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FROM DR. WALTER CHANNING.
Pt

Bostax, December 20th, 1346.
To Joux D. Russ, Esq.

Dear St :—1I acknowledge, in behalf of the Boston Saciety for Aiding Discharged
Convicts, the invitation of the Committee of your Society, of which you are chafrman,
to attend the coming anniversary of your institation. The council have appointed
delegates to represent the Society on the interesting occasion referred to. We con-
sider your movement as the cause of our own. We found in your undertaking, and in
its success, motive and example for what we have attempted in the same kind.

We have confined our operations thus far to the discharged convicts of the State
Prison. We have ded i ini ploy for ull who have needed our
aid. Not a recommitment has occurred in the case of a single convict who has come
ander our care. The average has hitherto been from fificen to twenty a year—about
fifteen. In our eight months’ existence, not one has been returned to prison. We
shall, as soon as circumstances allow, enlarge the sphere of our operations, so that they
may embrace the discharged from otber institutions. We have thus far considered the
State prisoner as a peculiar object of our care. His whole position i for the most part
une of hopelessness and of helplessness. He falls at once into the temptations to which
he first yielded, and which are ever present to lead him to ruin. ‘The interposition of
v Society has saved him from this trial.  The very fact of our receiving him to our
care,—of extending to him our “right hand,"—has given to him public confidence,
ud inspired him with hope. He has been treated kindly, and has returned the confi-
lence he has received with fidelity to duty. Are not these facts deserving the most
careful consideration? Do they not meet the whole question of the treatment of the
criminal?  Formerly, these discharged men could procure employment oaly by a lie—
4 falsehood respecting their history, They wers received into 1o reputable house:—
they could hire no tenement for the decent abode of themselves and their families, if
they had any. Now they are received kindly where it is safe for them to be. They
get regular employment in important public works. They are employed in various
important private pati Their whole condition is changed. They obtain sub-
sistence by their own industry ; and person and property in the community ere safe.

Tardon me, Sir, that I have occupied you so long with details with which you are
familiar. T began by thanking you for the kind invitation extended by your Society
9 the executive board of our own. Deeply do I regret that my professional engage-
ments prevent my accepting it for myself. It would, indeed, have been most grateful
to me to have been with you, and to have expressed to you, and to your Seciety, a
Dart of the feeling I have of gratitude to your Society for our own existence as an
organized body, and for the good we may have done.

Pormit me, in conclusion, to introduce to you W. W. Wilson, Esq., general agent of
vur Boclety, aud his companion, T. E. Andrew, Esq., our treasurer. You will learn
Lom them details concerning our operations, which I hope will not be without interest.

Please, 8ir, accept for y , and for your of my highest
regard.

WALTER CHANNING,
President of the Boston Society for Aiding Discharged Convicts.
3
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FROM THE GOVERNOR ELECT.
Avrsany, 234 December, 1346.
To Mzssrs. Joux D. Russ, and otkers,
Commiltee, etc., of the New York Prison Discipline Society.
Gexriemer :—I had the pleasure 1o receive your letter inviting me to attend the
anniversary meeting of your Society, but not till the evening of the 21st inst.
1t would have given me much pleasure to have been with you, but Ty engagements
would have precluded it, had 1 received your letter in time.
You bave my best wishes for your prosperity in the great caut
gou are engaged, and the assurance of my personal regard.
1 am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

s of humanity ia which
J. YOUNG.

FROM EX-GOVERNOR SEWARD.
i SRR
"Avpvny, December 14th, 1846.

GexrLEMER :—You flatter me by inviting me to instract you on the aniversary of your
Society. Iam ovlya pupil of your own. 1f I should suggest anything, it would be that
you do not let the reform of prisons lose the just and necessary aid of the State by being
ted from kindred reformations. The great philosophier who wroto on the ad-
vancement of learning said: #Let it bo a rule, that all partitions of knowledge be
sccepted rather for lines and veins than for sections and separations; and that the con-
‘jnuance end entireness of kuowledge be preserve . So it must be with all the enter-
prises of the age for meliorating the condition of society. « These things ought ye t©
aave done, and not to have left the other undone,” is an instruction as just in politics
28 it is in religion.
You ask me, gentlemen, to cheer and encourage you. Such encouragement can

fsie, phi
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FROM THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR AIDING DISCHARGED CONVICTS.

Bostox, 2 t-s y

Jo;ﬁ D. Russ, Esq., 15 Centre street, Nsez:;ori.com stect, JOtk December, 1946
son :;zngu;:—.i:{ reply to your favor of the 9th instant, I am requested to acknowledg
youe kind iuviurion, and tay in bebalf of the Boston Society for Aiding Disch: eod

Convie l,!m w:cw :}g; morning to choose delegates to cn-{aperate wit?] yo?x ;I:,
ol that Wl x Chaning, M. D., Esq., “President,” Rev. Louis Dwight, oD
ohn A. Anchew,  Treasurer,” and myself, would do ourselves the

pleasure, and accept your kind invitati
Mleastre, an pty invitation, and shall leave Boston on Monday afternoon,

Yours, respectfully,

WILLIAM W. WILSON,
Agent of the Boston Socicty for Aiding Discharged Convicts.

FROM THE PHILADELPHIA SOCIETY.
114 SOCIETY.

Parcapes
o v Grne wxn Mosarne oo o Sous T Ao 104
Reserorsn Pragsps i—The Philadelphia Sosiety for viating o
o, grisilly ockunnledge e eveption of sour i oo o
K\;e o nfm?:z;v e;s:?’ meetmﬁ,; :f your bgnevnlent and useful Association, to l:ia l:le(;; e
e iy of Now ork on the $20dof s mond. Ty bave sccordingly appoiated
e a6 cDerT: to proceed to your city to congratulate and counsel v}:& no
sy, Dok toveland, wid o P- Fnlle und Georgo W. Smith Fer
Pk 2{ wit mcreas&fi gratification the result of your ze:xlnuzs l;bm:s i
e mproverment of prisons, an. i th attenio o prisners afer sl dischn .
in the same cause, they trust that your efforts may continue to g\;

snly be derived from the inflexible purpose of doing good amid much idable mis-
ipprehension end reproach. For there s nothing immediately attractive to society
in sympathy for offenders who have endangered its safety and disturbed its peace.
Humanity to convicts is emivently conservative in its operation. But no man can
invoke humanity for the convict “without being suspected of a bad ambition, aud
po men can alleviate the punishment of the criminal without drawing upon him-
self the anger of those who derive personal satisfacti from the inflictions of social
justice. Our holy religion & the prisoners whom it enjoins
s to visit.  Your experience has taught you that such ministrations bless those ‘who
vender them even more than those who receive them, and you are sure of ultimate
vindication.

An Oglethorpe,
tabors similar to yours;
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, and
open the gates of heaven.

1 am, gentlemen,
With many thaaks for your kind remembrance,
Your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

a Howard, and a Clarkson, have gained jmmortal names on earth by
and Christianity is a fraud, if the charity which believeth all
withal vaunteth not itself, cannot

Joun D. Russ, ]
Joun W. EpMoxDS,
Jonn H. Griscom,
TsRAEL RUSSELL,
Cvyrus CUrTIS,

GeoreE Harr,
Ricusrp Bexp, Esqs.,

Committee of Arrangements, elC. ete-

pree é‘ w;’;h enelt:gy, and be crowned with success.
separation of prisoners from contaminating infl
of prisone 0 g influences, and ind
,Ti:::y fmeaus‘of JPdlclOﬂs instruction, forma porgon of the disi;;;li::‘c‘fff:?y m‘t'lmg
o p\m: ;r!mmon is regarded.  The Philadelphia Society for Alleviating th:?’/fpns?n
of Pblic o, more than fifty yoars ago, were convinced that as ovil s soutation som.
rupts oo ﬁ-a s, 50 such association would be deleterious in an increased nssmcor-
i : walls of a prison. They inferred thata carcer in sin might be reta feﬁ
- as;: y:emmated, by removing an offender from the society of the u—ircked' ::
ively with the intelligent aud vi ;
oo A 4 virtuous. They ha i
ks e, o g ofa riper o i Sty nor s s o
ned atany timo by the Legislature of i ware
o 5 n k gislature of Pennsylvania.
re:‘;::m as a social bef"S’ requires intercourse with his fell{)w-‘t‘n‘in ::;);I:mha
B Ma‘:;e:[tement to his ¢ chamber,” where he may commune with };ia cor 'at o
e Maer o‘:m They cannot conceive that intercourse, either verbal, orn;m?ce -
badf];y menz:a lerd of corrupt convicts, can be beneficial, far less essent;al m};i!;nge.:’t;r
mmei;e o !,02; spiritual .heah.h of a prisoner while in confinement. They cann i
e a2 fev:y owes it a3 a duty to conviets to introduce them to each o{he —:o
ool o]x:'n an acquan?mm':s, which, once formed, may never he for; ;ten
& pouint e ?vhw.h may extinguish in their souls the last, small, lingeri ot of
it o 5 1w ich m?vmsbly subjects the penitent to the sad conseq‘ u;: o ‘I‘P"k o
ﬂiscipiined : ﬁl'::;te :e;lmb‘liy establishes in the bosom of society a pem;::ob;n?f{
, boun th i
Ch;w‘“ d offenders, b together by a communion of knowledge of the persons and
uch are some of the re: ich i paral
© the 5 asons which induced them to introd:
favorable notice of the public; and all their experienncc: :;s:mﬁr:egy:::'n
ir
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opinions. _The term solitary confincment has heen an unfortunate misuomer ; for the
prisoners in well-regulated prisons on the Separate System, have at least as much in-
tercourse, not indeed with each other, but with those who are appointed and permitted
to visit them, as may be found in prisons ou the Associated System ; and _ﬁxr more tha.n
is admitted o exist in the latter by many of its supporters. Whero such - is
found to be insufficient, it must be attributed not m an?nheren.t and inseparable d;Aect
in the Separate System, but to defects in the miminutmtz;n, w_hxch should be remedied,
g well as your Association, unite in condemning. i 5
mg;:;;:hxgl Khﬁfof the yPhiladelp]zia Society for Alleviating the Miseries of Pablic
Prisons.

GEORGE C. GILLIN, President.

James J. Barcray, . idents.
e Dot }v@ Presidents

‘Wwu. BipDLE, } etaries.
Gzonox W. Swirs, § 56T

FEOM DR. 8. G. HOWE.
T Bostow, Deccmber 21, 1846.
GesTLEMEN :—T am much obliged to you for your invitation to attend the an.mvc'xli
sary meeting of the New York Prison Assaciation on the 22d, and I regret that it wil
i ower to avail myself of it.
m;‘:: Lnb;ley:pof your Associanycn is a high and noble one: I know none more_l‘so.
‘While others are hurrying on the vanguard in the great mm}h of humanity, or toil ing
o keep the main body in continned progress, you are bu_sy in the rear ranks, llelp1:{g
on the feeble, comforting to helpelss, and lending a helping hand. to thoso who havo
‘been neglected or trodden down in the unequal pressure of society. May your succeshs
be equal to your merits, and your reward bo found in the number of thoso who, throug]
your means, shall be lifted from the hell of sensualism to the t}eaven of moral purity.
1£1 read aright the signs of the times, a better day is dawning upon that unfommz;:e
class of our fellow-men who have hitherto farnished the material of the s]ms—house., 1l :
jail, the prison, and the gallows. They havo always had the sympathy and the aid of
good men; but this has not been enough to bring nl{out a reform in their treatment,
‘which will soon be effected by an enlightened self-interest on the part o'f the public.
This seltinterest will soon be made active by the knowledge that the suffering clas_ses;—
the wretchedly poor, the ignorant, and the eriminal, will mako svery other class in the
community of which they are members, suffer with them. o thie o
‘What God has joined together, man cannot put asunder 5 ﬂll-ﬂttempts.to do l is, °
isolate the degraded classes, to save society from tho contamination of their \vc?p: mi\s
be ineffectual; o laws of moral quarantine can shut in vice, and penal colonies oven
it beyond the pale of humanity. . 3
mv;;texl:‘:t;:;;n‘i‘s Dnceptumed to crimtiy;xals, and to the subject of their treatment, it
will be found that they have been nearly as much sinned nga}n‘st as sinning ; ﬁvmf l}le){'
are, for the most part, inheritors of a physical organiza.v.ion ‘which 1{mkes them slaves 4:1
rampant animal appetites; that they have but Little intelleotmal light, and ]lesi it
training; that they cannot help violating the lower laws of morality—thoso ] m; ;.;\::\;7 ¢
property; and that they are then severely pum_ahed by rhat very society in whicl
higher laws of morality are almost universally violated with impunity. b Lot of those
But you are not to undertake the reform of mﬂ 1e§1slamn, mac] ke-& o.th e
wider institutions which underlie the vices apd erimes of society ; your work ia wi o
Discipline of Prisons, and its improvement, The doctrine of pm-e]y mh}bnhv«la‘ {:; pod
is rapidly passing away, and with it will pass away, I bope, the idea of any
ishy that

has not the of the prisoner in view.
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One of the first effects of this will be, I am sure, the decrease of the length of sen-
tences, and the aduption of some means by which the duration and severity of thy
imprisonment may, in all cases, be modified by the conduct and charactor of the Ppris-
oner. What we want now,—what no system that I know of offers, is the means for
truining the prisoner’s moral sentiments, and ks powers of scl.goveramont by actual
ezcreise. We muay remove all temptation, aud prevent him from exercising his evil
Propensities; we may even, by seclusion and low diet, subdue the
sions, and put them to sleep, like wild beasts in their lair; but unless we implant new
and higher sentiments, and give to them strength by sxercise, those passions will
become rampant again as soou as the prisoner goes out into the world, and make him
thei victim more spoedily than before. If we keep a man from crime for twenty
years by depriving Lit of the freedom of action, and if he resolve and ro-resolve, every
day in that whole time to be virtuous, we have no ass rance that he will not fall before
the first temptation.

|5 Wil b diffeatt to contrive any systom by which any
government can be left to prisoners, without runming the
¢ theless, T du aot think that it is impossible to do £o0; and I believe thore are.many who
, might be so traiued as to be left upon their parole daring the last periods of thoir
“bnprisonment, with safety, and with great advantage to themselve § <,
But T will not enter into any detaits, nor, indeed, treapass upon your time ahy longer
than to assure you of the great expectations which I have formed of your Association,
and of the sincere wishes which T entertain for its snccess.
Very faithfully, your friend,

cravings of the pas-

considerable amount of self-
risk of their escape ; never-

S. 6. HOWE.

Messrs. Jous D. Russ,

J. W. Fpxoxps,
J. H. Griscoy, g
Ismasr Russee, § Committee of Arrangements.
Cyrus Conrrs, )
Gro. Harr,
R. Reep,

FROM WILLIAM PARKER FOULKE.
- PrtLavELPUIA, December 21, 1546,
Gentrenesi—T have great pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of your invitation
{0 attend the auniversary meeting of the Prison Association of Xew York, There exist
mnany eireumstances to render your meeting munsually intorcsting and although I am
a g

here, from availing myself of yonur fiattering

d, by eng
uote, yet in thought 1 shall be with you
The position which i now occapied by your Association i
clusions extraordinary influence upon the pu
bers would, at any period, properly affect the judgment of
but apart from personal considerations,

s such as to give to its con.
mind.  The character of its mem-
the community at large ;
the stage at which we have arrived in the dis.
jar value to the decisions of such a hody.

W y which the idea of a penitentiary was clearly
distinguished from the rude and aimlegs congregation of criminals, which was usnal in
old jails, there was a great step made in reform. Lookiug back to that period, we sce
by the writings of those who opposed, as well au of those who favored the pew
System, that the transition required a revolution of thought and sentiment which could
not Pe immediately completed. Tt cannot surprise us to find that the details of peni-
teatiary treatment were not clearly conceived. The provision, so creditable to your
State, which was made for the ification of that plan of discipline which, st the
commencement of the reform, attracted the confidence of your authori i

ities, required to
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be fixed in the public mind before attention could be profitably turned to the develop-
ment of its administration. It can now be easily decided how far the practical working
of that discipline has sponded with the anticipations of its early but
during the earlier years of experience, this was not obvious to the people at large. At
the present time the nature of the discipline being und d, its has be-
‘come 8 subject of common scrutiny. Your Association, enjoying the public confidence,
interposes to examine all the details. From the lock-up house to the largest prison of
the State, you investigate the condition of all places of detention ; you inquire whether
the administration of the system p! d & i

in force is every in dance vrith
the nature and objects of that system; you expose defects and abuses; and you call
upon the anthorities to malke that provision for the health, comfort, and improvement
of prisoners, which is demanded by the humanity of the age, if not by the letter of the
Jaw. Were this your only office, it might well be said that your position is important;
but you have assumed a higher function.

The objects of modern penal enactments require that certain fundamental principles
of discipline shall be blished by the Legislature; and that these shall be as nearly
as possible in harmony with what is known of human character, whether among the
subjects or the cond of the discipli In the definition of these principles,—in
other words, in the formation of a plan of i iary —tk 111
controversy between the associate and separate systems has arisen.  Although this has
served to kecp the public mind alive to the necessity of a discreet choice of methods,
and has bronght to light many useful results which might otherwise have been over-
looked, yet it has led to the prolonged discussion of topies which have no pertinence
o the main issue, and which embarrass rather than assist a judicious use of the evidence
furnished Ly experience. Thus the defects in some prisons, the abuses in others, have
been allowed to influcnce inquirers beyond the legitimate line of application. Not
only as respects the probabilities and risks which they disclose, but as essentially illus-
trative of one or the other rival system, they have been inconsiderately admitted into
many of the arguments on either side. TItis gratifying to find that, at the outset, you
withihold your countenance from irregularities whick have been much regretted by ail
sober friends of reform. What bas a bad ventilation at Sing-Sing, or a defect of exer-
cise at Cherry Hill, or en insufficient visitation at any prison, to do with a question
which respects the fitness of a discipli prevent ination, or to reform a
criminal? It is for the enlightened investigator to frame a plan which, if well adminis-
tered, will best meet the wants of the case; and it is for the community to see that this
plan be properly administered.

The phraseology of your reports confirms the expectation founded upon the charac-
ter of your Society. It shows that the true question has been contemplated with that
coolness and philosophical caution which befits the emergency. Althongh interested
in the success of your institutions, for which so much has been done; and although
inclined to the method which has been so long connected in its very name with your
State, yet, looking back upen the history of your prisons, and upon the forces, now
vastly augmented, of those who maintain a different discipline, you have paused to
gather fresh evidence before your influence shall be determined towards any method.
This wise reserve cannot fuil to be beneficial, in every respect.

It is wot to be overlaoked, that an extraordinary attention has been aroused to the
subject of prison discipline. Recent accounts from Europe inform us, that in the prin-
cipal states, the question which you now held in suspense has been decided so far, as
o throw the greatest weight of opinion into the scale of separation. At the late Con-
vention at Frankfor he-Maine, consisting of members from most of the
principal countries, the voices were nearly all in favor of that mode of imprisonment.
The action of the leading governments has manifested an i i fidence in it
and we see in loealisies the ion of itentiari fe d to its

1846 M |
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In these circumstances, your own course involves much in relation to the fature
position of New York, Whether your efforts shall be directed to the perfection of
gither of tho methads alveady known, or to the invention of one differing from both, (as
suggested in your last report,) there is scope for all the intelligence and zeal which exist
i your Association.  Should your election be fixed in favor of any discipline which
requires that eous shall not be associated with each other, it may be your happy
fortane to tay the foandation of separate prisons as clearly in advance of those of Penn-~
sylvania, as these were in advance of earlier establisiments. The precautions with
respect to exercise and socicty which have occupied your thoughts, and which are so
necessary to a proper adwministration wnder any system, will have free play. The
Association of Philadelphia has carnestly striven to ensare a sufficient provision of these
importaat aids: it may be your 1ot to accomplish that which in zo prison has yet been
effected, namely, a suflicient society of the virmous, We have one inflexible purpose
—that of preventing any society of criminals. Beyond this, to whatever arrangements
can bo wade for securing the liealth of prisoncrs, or their menta] and moral fmprove.
ment, we set no limit which falls short of the grandest, most Christian, view of duty
from man t0 man.  That the parsimony of g and the § or indiffer-
ence of private persons will impede the entire fulfilment of that duty, may be reasona-
Lly expected ; but it would be a sad reproach to the citizens of this republic if no other
means could be devised for preserving the mental health of an offender in confinement,
thau is afforded by his association with other criminals. To you, gentlemen, we may’
ook with fid for the lllnstration of this subject; and in this rela-

t]iun, your anuval meeting promises 4 valuable opportanity for the interchange of
thought.

Thave been informed that, at your last anniversary, you were encouraged by the
preseuce of many hundeds of both sexes. T have never seen as large an assembly col-
lected with sach an object. When we recall how short a period has elapsed since
prisous were thought of ouly with disgust, even by the well-educated ; when the ideas,
“lf‘d] now guide legislatures, were regarded as the fancies of enthusinsts, it is enough
t induce ove to journey more than a hundred miles to witness the thronging of such
Persous as grace your hall, to hear and to aid the execution of plans for the moral and
physxc?:l welfare of convicts. How much you may hope, tali auzitio!

Again, I desire to be with you to express in person how sincerely I share in the
reciprocation of your friendly feelings towards the Philadelphia Prison Society, as an
lrumble member of which T must consider your favor addressed to me; but as this
canuot be, permit me thus to tender you many thanks, and to assure you of the respect
with which

I am, geatlemen, your obedient servant,
‘WM. PARKER FOULKE.

To Messrs. Jonx D. Russ,

Joux W. Epmoxps,
Jous H. Griscon,
Israrr RusseLr,
Cyrus Cunris,
Grorce HaLL,
RicHArD Reip,

Committee of Arrangements.

FROM THE CHAPLAIN OF THE AUBURN PRISON.
Srtate PrisoN, Ausury, December 12, 1846.
D‘R- J. D. Russ:—DzAr Sir: This ‘morning I received an invitation to attend your
anuiversary of the 22d instant. It will not be convenient for me to be present ; but be
assured of my great regard for you and the canse you are advocating. My heart, my
head, my hands, my all, are in the work of rescuing fallen humanity; and I rejoice
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greatly that a brightor page is being turned in the history of prisons. I believe firmly
that the Prison Association at New York is doing much good; it has done great good
in this place. The question now seems to be settled that “ he that winneth souls is
wise ;"—not he that driveth or beateth, but he that winneth, is wise. May great pros-
perity, and the blessing of the great T AM, attend your philanthropic labors. Weo aro
prospering in this prison. I hear good news daily from those that have lefi us; nearly
all are doing well that went away the past year.
Yours, with great respect,
ALONZO WOOD, Chaplain.

FROM THE WARDEN OF THE WASHINGTON PENITENTIARY.
Penitentiary for the District of Columbia, C1ry or WasminaToN,
December 18th, 1846.
GesrLEnEs :—Your very kind letter of invitation on behalf of the “ New York
Prison Association” to bo present at their Anniversary Meeting on the 22nd inst., has
been duly received ; and I much regret it will be out of my power to avail myself of
the honor to meet you on so interesting an occasion. You will be kind enough to
tender to the members of the Association, and accept for yourselves, my best wishes
for the advancement of the praiseworthy cause in which you are engaged.
Respectiully submitted,
ROBERT COLTMAN, Warden, Pen'y. D. C
Messrs. Joun D. Russ,
Josn W. Epmonps,
Jonxs H. Griscom,
Israer RusseLr, Commiltee of Arrangements.
Cyrus Cortis, |
GeoreE HavL,
Ricuarp REED,

FROM S. A. GOODWIN, Esq., LATE INSPECTOR OF THE AUBURN PRISON.
Aununy, December 16, 1346.
Hox. Joux W. EpMoxD: My Dear Sir: Gov. Seward has handed me your letter
of the 12th, with request that I would answer it. We have proceeded so far that we
are now circulating the constitution drawn up by us for signatures. Our purpose is to
call the subscribers together soon, to choose officers. Desirous as we are that our start
should be un a broad platform, we cannot give the constitution the circulation desired,
and call the mecting, and organize, in time for your 22d meeting. You can ouly an-
nounce that initiatory steps are taken for the promotion of an auxiliary association here.
‘With great respect, I remain your friend,
8. A. GOODWIN.

FROM THE WARDEN OF THE MARYLAND PENITENTIARY.
Maryland Penitentiary, BALTIMORE, December 14th, 1846.

GedrLEmEs i—Your polite favor of the 10th inst., inviting me to be present at your
Anniversary Meeting on Tuesday, the 22nd instant, has been received, and in acknow-
ledging its receipt, you will permit me to thank you most sincerely for the h?nor done
me. I regret exceedingly that my official duties at this season of the year will prevent
mo from being presont. at your very interesting meeting, as T doubt not T should be
# cheered, encouraged, and instructed,” upon the subject of the melioration of the con-
dition of those of our fellow men whose misfortune it is to be inmates of prisons. That
there is ample room for improvement I have no doubt ; and while every feeling of my
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heart conspires to God-speed the good work, 1 can but regret my inability to be pre-
sent, and learn wisdom of the enlightened minds and generous spirits, who, I feel
assured will be present upon the oceasion of your coming apniversary.
With sentiments of high respeet,
1 remain, yours.
WM. JOHNSON, Warden, Md. Pen'y.
To John D. Russ, John W. Edmonds, John H. Griscom, Israel Russell, Cyrus Curtis,
Geo. Hall, and Richard Reed, Esqrs.

FROM THE WARDEN OF THE CONNECTICUT PRISON.

Conngcticut State Prison, December 18th, 1846.
Joux D. Russ, Esq.:
Dear Sir:—Your favor of the 10th instant come to hand the 14th, a few hours after
I had lefs for New York. I was in the city Tuesday evening, aud exceedingly regret
I had no knowledge of your meeting until I read your letter on my return last evening.
We have but one entire copy of our annual reports. I sent a copy of our last report
for the year ending March 31, 1846, to your address; and in August last Mr. Parker
visited the prison, and to him 1 gave a copy, and sent statistical information, as it was
in my power to do, Telative to this prison. With this { send you another copy of our
last report, in which you will find a brief expression of my feelings relative to the
treatment of convicts in confinement. I trust the day is not far distant when a similar
association to yours will be organized in this and other States, when benevolence will
prompt them to aid and encourage liberated convicts from our penitentiaries to habits
of sobriety and industry, and thereby prevent the repetition of much crime.
Very respectfully, yours,
ELISHA JOHNSON, Warden.

FROM THE KEEPER OF THE AUBURN PRISON.

State Prrsox, AubUrN, December 18th, 1846.
GentLeaes :—I have received your kind invitation to meet the Prison Association
at your anniversary meeting on the 22d instant, and in reply I would say, that it will
not be convenient for me to attend in person, but I assure you my best wishes are for
your prosperity. .

T huve long since seen the importance of a combined influence of the great and good

men in our land to use their efforts in and those
whose lot it is to have charge of our prisons, to enlighten the public mind on this mo-
mentous subject, and to extend the hand of kindness to the unfortunate prisoner.

Permit me to say, gentlemen, in your Society I can behold a star in the east with
bealing in its beams.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

DAVID FOOT.
To the Committee of Arrangements.
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REPORT

OF THE

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Tus Executive Committee have continued cause to be grate-
ful for the encouragement which they have received, and for the
success which has attended their efforts.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

In order to extend their sphere of usefulness, and at the same
time the better to fit them, by availing themselves of the expe-
rience of others, for the discharge of their general duties, the
Committee, at an early period in the year, opened a correspond-
ence with various persons in the United States, and in foreign
countries. This effort embraced the officers of all the State
prisons in the Union, with a view of eliciting from cach such
information as would enable the Committee to obtain an accurate
and enlarged view of the state of prison discipline in the whole
nation.

The Committee regret that they are obliged to record the failure,
in a great measure, of these efforts. Answers have been received
from only seven of the States, and the District of Columbia.

Several causes have operated to produce this result. One of
the most prominent has been the inability of the Association to
furnish to others the reports of our own prisons. The Legislature
has been so sparing in its printing of public documents, that it has
been impossible for the Committee to procure any extra number
of the reports of our State prisons, and the Committee have fre-
quently,” durlng the year, experienced the mortification of being
compelled, in answer to applications made to them from various
quarters on this continent, and abroad, to confess their inability to
furnish the desired information. A recent instance is fresh in
their memory. They had been applied to, in behalf of the French
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government, among other things for “The reports published in
1846, on the different prisons of the State of New York.” The
Committee were able to comply with this request, so far as the
Clinton and Mount Pleasant prisons were concerned, by appro-
priating to that purpose their only copy of the reports of those
prisons; but they were unable to comply in the first instance, even
at that sacrifice, in regard to the Auburn Prison; although their
Committee of Inspection, in their then recent visit to that prison,
had endeavored to obtain a copy of this year’s report. This was
the more mortifying, as well as positively injurious, from the
information which we had received, that a meeting of the Yriends
of Prison Reform, from Germany, France, Switzerland, Belgium,
Holland, England, Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, had been held
at Frankfort, on the 28th of Scptember, at which a decided prefer-
ence had becn expressed for the Separate, or Pennsylvania system,
over the Silent, or Auburn system; and the further information,
that the French Chambers, at their approaching meeting, had it in
contemplation to adopt a plan for France, and were ba]ancmg
between the two systems.

So far as their means would allow, the Committee endeavored
to supply this want when they first experienced it, by publishing
in the second edition of their last report, an abstract of those
reports ; but they were never without the consciousness, that those
abstracts would furnish a very imperfect view of the workings of
our prisons and their condition. If the same spirit of rigid econo-
my, as it is called, shall be found to influence our Legislature at
their approaching session, this Association will necessarily be
involved in some expense, and to a larger amount than the past
vear, in supplying the demand which they are aware will certainly
be made upon them, and in diffusing abroad information in regard
to a system which was once a matter of State pride, but which
seems now, from neglect and bad government, destined rapidly to
sink into disrepute.

Turning, however, from a picture, which the Committee do not
contemplate with any pleasure, to one much more agreeable, they
refer to the accompanying letters from two of their corresponding
members, M. TocaueviLLE, of France, and Dg. Jurtus, of Prussia.




THIRD REPORT OF THE {1846

FROM DR. JULIUS TO J. W. EDMONDS.
————

BERLIN, September 13th, 1846.

My Dear 8ir :—1I feel myself highly indebted and obliged to Mr. Ogden Hoffman
for having procured me the honor and pleasure of your correspondence. Your letter,
dated 26th March, which has withdrawn you from your important and useful occupa-
tions, has given me a lucid diagram of the present state of prison reform in your state,
(which I was fain to have here some years,) completed by the highly interesting file of
documents accompanying it.

You have again rescued your State from the unfeeling and harsh discipline of Cap-
tain Lynds, whose effects in Sing Sing and in Auburn in former times, I was able to
investigate myself; at my visit to your country. The same yoke was at that time im-
posed by Mr. Wiltse, and I am happy that you have so fally succeeded in introducing
quite a different state of things; though the immense size of both your State prisons will
always remain an insur ble barrier to a imp and 1o a re-
forming administration. I should think that separate prisons, like Pentonyille, ought
never to have more than three hundred prisoners, and penitentiaries on the silent sys-
tem perhaps a little more. This, I think, is the reason why Weathersfield has been
well-conducted, nearly without corporal punisiment. I subscribe fully to your words
relating to Sing Sing: “ How long it (the present improvement) may continue, it is,
of course, difficnlt to say, because so much must depend upon the character of the

* persons to whom the governmeat of the prisons shall be committed.”

All what is said in the reports on the female prison is adimirable, and tells volumes
for the excellence of your matrons. I shall communicate parts of it to the German
public, as X bave just finished, profiting of your letter and documents, 2 long article on
your last proceedings, in a journal which I am publishing under the title of Annals of
Prison Discipline and Reform.

I take the liberty to present in another parcel, which you will receive with this let-
ter, by my friend Mr. Bereeke, to your Prison Association, the two lust years of our
Prison Annals, and some other documents of similar import. At the same time, I beg
you to be the interpreter of my gratitude to the Society for the honor they have con-
ferred upon me in making me one of its correspondents, as I have been apprised by
your letter.  All I can do to foster the most useful labors of the Association shall cer-
tainly be done, and I solicit her commands. I have observed, with great pleasure, that
your Association is supplying the omision of all the other American prison societies,
Viz., the care for those going out of prison, and the highly judicious steps and meas-
ures you have adopted, have already produced in Boston the formation of the * Pris-
oners’ Friend Society.” Having once taken up this task, T am convinced you will be
more fortunate than we are or can be, in Europe, in providing for liberated prisoners,
‘who will find in your country, with much greater facility, work to be done, than with
us. Your letter affords already the proof of what I might bave angured beforehand.

In your letter you mention a “ new prison” recently established in the northern part
of the State. This prison being entirely unknown to me, having never heard of if,
1 should be very thankful if you could send me the legislative documents, or other
papers relating o it, as well as the last reports of Auburn Prison, and the continuation
of the Sing Sing and of the Association’s reports.

Allow me to direct your attention to a paper I have written in my journal, vol. vii.
Page 269, 19, on houses of refuge, a kind of institution for juvenile delinquents, which
are superior in Germany to those of any country, though our prisons are still far behind
some lately erected in other parts. Mr. Bereeke will be able to explain to you this

. German paper.

I am setting out to-morrow for Frankfort, where the friends of prison reform

from Germany, France, Switzerland, Belgiam, Holland, England, Denmark, Norway:
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and Sweden, will meet on the 28th of this month. I inclose the programme or plan of
the different topics for our debates. We should be extremely happy to have there
some visitors from America.

I shall be most thankful for a future letter from your hand, which will always be
faithfully forwarded to me by Mr. Bereeke

Please to present my respects to Messrs. Ogden Hoffman, Benj. F. Butler, and John
Daer, whom 1 had the pleasare to know in New York,

Believe me, my dear sir, very truly, yours,
N. H. JULIUS.

Programme of Discussions on Prisox REForM, to take place at Frankfort-on-
the-Maine, September 28, 1846.

1. Communications on the actual condition of prisons and of prison reforms in differ-
et countries.

L. Discussions on the most prominent points affecting this reform,and on the system
essential to its success.

1. What is the desiga of prison discipline 7

2. Admitting the defects of the old prisons, and the need of their improvement,
what penitentiary system will best secure the designed end ?

3. What is the precise working of the different penitentiary systems thus far tried or
proposed ; such as those of Auburn, Geneva, Philadelphia, etc. ?

4. Can perfect silence be secured, and all communications between the prisoners be
suppressed, in the Auburn system ?

5. Are corporal or other punishments frequently required to secure silence and abso-
fute non-intercourse in this system ?

6, Can silonce i itself bo productive of iujury to the healdh o reason of those aub-
jected to it

7. What are the advantages, theoretical and practical, of the system of classification
(Geneva) over that of Auburn? And are not these advantages sufficient to counter-
halance the inconveniences of the association of prisoners ?

8. Is the complete isolation of the prisoner, as is intended in the Pennsylvania sys-
tem, practicable?

9. What rules must be observed in the construction of cells and arrangement of
prisons designed for entire separation by day and by night, so as to insure the health,
ad give opportunity for the emp and i jon of the prisoner?

. 10. Is it possible for the prisoner, thus secluded, o enjoy the benefit of fresh air, to
the extent necessary for health?

. 11. Can elementary, professional, and religious instruction be given conveniently in
the Pennsylvania system, and, if so, how? And, if it can be, (ﬁ)‘es it offer more or
loss adyaniages, or present more or less diffioulties for imparting it, than other systems?

12. Should the visits of strangers to prisoners be allowed in the different systems,
and in the Pennsylvania system in particular? To what extent? And who should be
allowed to visit them ?

13 What should bo the atrangements for roligious worship in tho Ponusylvania
system

14, Would it be well to reward prisoners for their good behavior; as, for instance,
with ont-door work, or even the suspension, partial or complete, of the rule of isolation ?
. 15. What is the iufluence of the different systems of imprisonment on health, phys-
ical or mental? Does any one system, more than another, occasion a greater number
5:( cases of sickness, death, or lunacy ?  And does any one tend to encourage certain
{secret) vicious habits of deleterious inluence on the health and morals of the prisoner 7

16. Should sick prisoners be released ily from absolute ion, and in
what manner?

17. Will it answer to extend the yule of separation to women, children, and to
aceused and condemned soldiers? To what extent, aud with what modifications ?

18. How do the different systems affect the character finally—literally, hinder the
ultimate depravation ?

19. What are the results of the different systems on the improvement of prisoners,

in gene: .
jzation) of peni 'y build-

o o an
20. What should be the general
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ings? Will these facilitate ions of i
can, without inconvenience, be devolved on these commissions ?
21. Communications of facts on other questions relating to penitentiary reform, and
on different prisons.
22. Communications and discussions on plans for affording aid to discharged convicts.
23. Communications on societies and retreats for the reformation of Juvemle delin-
qnems

; and what powers

only in its ck The C: ion is at liberty to
mcd.:ly and add to the quesnons, at its pleasure.

FROM M. DE TOCQUEVILLE.

Sir:—1I find, in passing through Paris on my way to the interior, your very accept-
able letter, and the accompanying package.

1 feel sansxbly the honor conferred on me by the Prison Association of New York,
in ing me one of its I beg you to convey to the So-
c:e:y, in my behalf, my profound acknowled"ments I w‘.l.l endeavor to justify their
confidence by sending them such documents as may serve to enlighten them in their
labors. My only regret is, that I am not now able to forward anything. 1 am now
but temporarily in Paris, as I before remarked ; and moreover, at this season, public
business is quiet, and nothing is published. On my return, which will be before the
meeting of the Legislature, (for I have just been again elected a Deputy,) 1 shall
endeavor, and I trust successfully, to serve you. I will follow your directions in the
transmission of documents.

I cannot too urgently request you to send me all that shall be published in America.
during the ensuing year, on the important subject of prisons. The approaching session
will decide the question for France. You are aware that the law, after having passed
the Chamber of Deputies, and been sent to the Chamber of Peers, has never been dis-
cussed by the latter. Before risking this new ordeal, the supporters of this law, and
the Minister who presented it, have wished the continuance, for some time to come.
of the experiments which have been made in different parts of France, hoping that the
vesults of these experiments will be of a character to give confidence to the public
mind, and to disarm prejudice. This has been accomplished to a great extent; and it
has been decided, on the opening of the coming session, again to send the law to the
Chamber of Peers, and have it discussed there at once. It will then be returned to
our Chamber, and I hope will receive the royal sanction the same year. You will
perceive that, under these circumstances, it is of the last importance that we should be
constantly advised of all that is doing in America; and especially that we receive the
reports of the different establishments, not only in New York, but in the other States,
as soon as they appear. Let me rely on you to do us this service; or rather, to do it
to the great canse in which we are both laboring.

1 beg you, Sir, to accept the assurances of my most distinguished regard.
ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE.

Pams, September 28, 1846.
To R. N. Havzrs,
Corresponding Secretary of the Prison Association, New York.

Among the documents transmitted by Dr. Julius, was a review,
in a German periodical, of our First Report, and an account of
the organization of our Association.

Before leaving this topic, it is proper to remark, that Proressor
TEeLLkAmeF, one of the Executive Committee, has lately received,
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from the King of Prussia, a commission to visit and report upon
the condition of the Prisons in the United States, and in Europe.
He is now abroad on his mission, and, on his departure, was clothed
with authority to represent this Association in the course of his
travels, and was requested to obtain for us, also, information in
regard to the Penitentiary systems of Europe.

From his labors much valuable instruction is expected, and the
Comnmittee are not without hopes, that, greater success attending
their future efforts in obtaining returns in this country, they may
be able, another year, to lay before the Association a statement of
most, if not all, the Statc Penitentiarics in Europe, and the United
States.

The Committee, in execution of their purpose of establishing
and preserving free intercourse and friendly relations with kindred
sssociations, delegated Mr. Isaac T. HoppEr to represent them at
the late anniversary of the Boston Prison Discipline Society.
From causes beyond his control, though he was in Boston at the
time, he was unable to be heard at that meeting. He was, how-
ever, during his visit, more fortunate at onc of the early meetings
of a Society, then recently formed in Boston, which has in view
the aid of discharged convicts, and which, we are assured, was
“instituted in imitation of the example held out to the world by the
New York Society.”

We cordially welcome that Society as fellow-laborers with us.

AUXILIARIES.

This Committee have ever regarded, as a cherished object, the
cxtablishment of Auxiliary Societies ; and they have regretted that
their other, and more pressing duties, have not allowed them all
the opportunities they desired of making the efforts necessary for
success, in this regard. They have, however, been able to make
some, though not with the hoped-for success. During the past
winter, a meeting was held in the Assembly chamber, at Albany,
consisting of members of the Legislature, and citizens of that place,
which was addressed by Messrs. Epmonns, Horrer, and BurLer.
Resolutions were passed, approving the objects of our Association,
and a committee was appointed to organize an Auxiliary. But we
have not learned that any farther steps have been taken in the matter.

A similar meeting was held at Troy, about the same time, which
was attended by Mr. Horrer in behalf of the Association, but with
a similar fate.
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At the recent inspection of the Auburn Prison, a meeting of the
citizens of that village was held, which was attended by Vice
Chancellor M’Coun, Judge Epmonbs, Dr. Russ, and Messrs. Reep
and McKeon, in behalf of the Association. An auxiliary society
was organized, called “ The Western Branch of the New York
Prison Association.” A meeting was subsequently held in that
village, at which a constitution was adopted and signed. That
meeting was attended by a portion of our Committee of Inspection,
and was addressed by Mr. J. Sranron Gourp, one of that Com-
mittee.

This Auxiliary has an extensive field of usefulness open before it,
and it can easily be to the Auburn Prison the same minister of
good that the parent society has been blessed with being to the
prison at Sing Sing and to the Penitentiary. But it is endowed with
one element of uscfulness, which, from its location, cannot be
vouchsafed to the parent institution : that, namely, of controlling
and regulating public opinion in the immediate vicinity of the
prison. This is more important than will be, at once, apparent to
the casual observer. Itseems to be a law of the prisons—at least
of every prison on the Auburn plan, of which we have any
account—that it is doomed to be surrounded by a state of public
excitement and prejudice, extremely detrimental to its physical and
moral improvement. This is attributable to several causes.

Ore is, the number of offices, as they are deemed, which can be
conferred as the reward of political services. The *Outs” are
more numerous than the “1Ins;” and however inimical to or envious
of each other the former may be, they easily combine against the
latter ; they give a ready reception to every tale of scandal, and
are but too prone to view every act in its worst aspect ; and this
begets on the other hand a jealous irritability, too apt to degene-
rate into hatred and uncharitableness. Hence arises between thesc
people a constant state of warfare.

Another is, the influence of prison associations upon the residents
in the neighborhood. lending a spirit of vindictive hatred to this
abiding warfare. That neighborhood is very much constituted, if
not entirely composed, of keepers, contractors, or guards, who, for
’ a long period, have had much communication with the felons in
the prison, with those whose indulgence of every evil passion has
brought them there, and who have not yet learned the lesson of
self-control. 'Who can touch pitch and not be defiled ?  There are
few—very few, indeed, who can spend the most of their waking
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moments in the society of, and in intercourse with, the most vicious
portion of the population, without experiencing the influence of the
contamination.  Of such is the society which surrounds the prison
most generally composed, and it can scarcely be expected that
their influence can be fraught with good to the institution.

‘With many of the officers, the temptation to resort to brute force
alone, as a means of government, is almost irresistible. They
know no other means of government, and then the whip is so con-
venient !

The interest of the contractors is of the same character, and
prlt;mpts to an extortion from the prisoners of the utmost degree of
toil.

These considerations will always be at war with good govern-
ment ; and he, who shall attempt to infuse into that government,
justice, mercy, and kindness, will ever find himself opposed by their
influences.

To strengthen the arm of such a one, to resist and overcome
these baneful influences, so far as they bear on the Auburn Prison,
and to give to the efforts of humanity and kindness a steady and
concentrated action, instead of fitful and scattered struggles, is the
lot of our Auxiliary.

The field of usefulness is broad and rich before them, and we
augur from their action the happiest results.

ACT OF INCORPORATION.

Connected with the visit to Albany, was an application to the
Legislature for an act of incorporation, which was finally granted,
but not until the Association had been subjected to the expense of
keeping an agent at that place most of the session. Reluctant as
the Executive Committee were to consent to the diversion of any
f)f their funds from the charitable purposes to which they are ded-
fcated, they were persuaded that the benefits to be derived from
it would more than compensate the expense. Their expectations
have already been realized.

The Association has thereby been placed on a permanent basis,
fl'fls attained a respectable standing by the side of the other char-
tties which distinguish our city, and acquired power and privileges
?cil‘l caleulated to advance, and indeed secure, its prosperous
action.

Among other things granted to it, was authority to establish
5
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A CITY WORK-HOUSE,

} for the reception and punishment of vagrants and disorderly per-
sons, with the same powers to keep, detain, employ, and govern
the said persons, as are now by law conferred on the keepers of
the Bridewell or Penitentiary.”

Immediately on the passage of this act of the Legislature, the
Executive Committee took active measures to carry this provision
into effect. They referred the subject to a committee consisting
of Vice-Chancellor McCoun, the President; Mr. Burrrr, one of
the Vice-Presidents ; Judge Epmoxps, Chairman of the Execcutive
Committee ; Dr. Russ, and Mr. Havens, the two Secretaries Mr.
IsragL Russer, Chairman of the Finance Committee; Mr. Dukr,
Chairman of the Commiitee on Prison Discipline; Mr. Horrer,
Chairman of the Committee on Discharged Convicts ; Dr. Griscow,
Dr. ParmLy, and General WeTMORE.

That committee sedulously entered upon their duty, and directed
their attention first to obtaining the information necessary to
enable them to act understandingly ; a task attended with more
difficulties—arising from the loose manner in which our city pris-
ons are conducted—than will readily be imagined. They had
numerous meetings. They invoked and obtained the aid and
counsel of the active and intelligent Commissioner of the Alms-
house, and received valuable assistance from the Association for
improving the Condition of the Poor. The Executive Committee
of that society appointed a committee from their body, consisting
of Messrs. J. B. ConLins, Griscom, and E. C. Benenict, who met
and co-operated with our committee ; and this joint committee of
the two Associations finally adopted a memorial to the Common
Council, which was presented on the 23d of November last, and

in both boards referred to a select committee, who have the sub-
ject now under their consideration.

And when it is considered that therc are over 600 vagrants
constantly in our prisons, that over 2000 are yearly convicted and
sentenced in the city, that they are an expense to the city of
over $75,000 a year, that the number is constantly augmenting,
and that no improvement in their moral condition can be discov-
ered, it is confidently hoped that the application to the city authori-
ties will not be unattended with success, and that this Association
may yet be fortunate enough to be endowed with the means of
trying the experiment, whether the honest, law-obeying portion of
the community cannot be relieved from this heavy burden, and at
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the same time a fallen and degraded portion of our population be
somewhat improved. And this Committee will not disguise their
apprehension that more frightful ills may yet be visited upon us,
if this evil is permitted to grow for the future, with the fearful
rapidity which has marked its past progress. Our last report
showed that the number has doubled in five years, and we now
know that the summary convictions for vagrancy in 1846 amounted
to 2135; and that the number of persons arrested in this city

during the past year, for offences against morals and good order,
cxceed 30,000.

Surely it will not be in vain that' we appeal to the constituted
authorities of the city to check this alarming evil.

That the proceedings and views of our Committee on the Work-
house may be more particularly known to the members of the
Association, we annex a copy of their memorial with its accom-
panying documents.

Memorial of the Prison Association, and of the Society for the Improvement of
the Condition of the Poor. )
To rur Hox. taE CoxyoN CoUNCIL :i—

The undersigned, in behalf and by direction of the Executive Committee of
the Prison Association, r y T :

That the present dition of the P iary s Island is a
reproach to the city, and to the administration of criminal justice. It is alike
inimical to the eomfort, health, moral roinent, reformation, and i
of its inmates. It is impossible to perfect those improvements in prison disci-
pline which have been d by an enlightened philanthropy , avd a return
;o.the ioug-exploded congregate system, with all its abominations, tas been
frced upon its officers as their only resoit. Cells, not sufficient properly to
accommodate one person, have been, at some seasons, made a receptacle for
Eyu and xh;ae; and at all times = large portion of the inmates are necessarily
rhposed of in an out-building, where one or two hundred convicts are thrown
ogether in 2 mass—many of them insane or idiotic—and are locked up for the
mght,_ amid ﬁ_lgh and veximin, and without a keeper to quiet the turbulent or
zzstram‘ the vicious. Neither classification nor silence can be obtained, and the
1'9? " ing of evil association not only thwart all attempts at
e :}*m, ut have a constant and inevitable tendency to corrupt, debese, and
)n den the young and ofttimes scarcely guilty criminal, and to render his
punishment the certain means of his utter ruin. Even a separation of the
Se)g;}sf:s impracticable.

‘This condition of the Penitentiary has necessarily i ison 3

o > ly crowded the City Prison;
::a_d there the innocent and the guilty,—the mere witness and the condemned
1’rx‘mnal,—ara compelled to herd and associate together.

. ]h\s state of things in the Penitentiary is ive of order, i iblk
“Tn:; b reformation, aud destructive of the chief end of punishment. And the
ﬁo n;m, mfbgad of being a terror to evil-doers, has to many become an attractive
b e~f t is well known.that numbers have been absent only a fow days at a
uccen’ or ten or fifteen years. And one female has been an almost constent
o pant of the Bridewell and Penitentiary for the last thirty-six years, and at

Pprobable expense to the city of neer three thousand dollars.
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The rapid increase of our population, snd the constant influx of foreign pau-
ers, are augmenting these evils; and already the necessity of enlarging our

enitentiary, and that too at an early day, has become apparent.

One of the most serious defects of the present arrangement is the combina-
tion of vagrants and criminals,—thus commingling in the same disgrace and
punishment those whose chief fault is destitution or disease, and those who are
willingly corrupt; and moking no distinction between poverty and crime. To
make that distinction,—so obviously just, so essential to the moral elevation of
the vagrant, and the effective punishment of the eriminal,—is one great advan-
tage promised from the establishment of a work-house.

The expenses of the present establishment are very large, imposing heavy
burdens on the honest part of the community for the support of the idle and
the vicious, and are constantly increasing both by augmentation of numbers and
deficiency of employment.

From the report of the Alms-House Commissioner for the past year, and
from other official sources, it appears, that the yearly expense of each prisoner
in the Penitentiary js $65 10, and subseq inati have sati rily
proved that this sum may safely be assumed as the generai annual expense of
each inmate of this establishment.

The average number of Vagrants convicted and detained for punishment in
the Penitentiary and City Prison during the past year, was 1020 ; making the
annual expense to the City, of this class of delinquents alone, $66,402. This
is exclusive of the labor of the convicts, which is consumed in the establishmeut,
and which has not hitherto been productive of revenue. This lubor, at twelve

vand a half cents a day for each prisoner, would produce in the year $39,397 50.
So that the class of prisoners embraced within this portion of the charter of the
Prison Association are now an aunual expense of $105,799 50.

The cost, however, in money to the City, it must be remembered, is for eacl
vagrant $65 10 a year; a sum more than double the expense of the virtuoos
poor in this State, and much greater than that incurred in most prisons in the
United States of which we have any knowledge.

The Committee are not unmindful of the difficulty which arises from the
shortness of the period of confinement, generally too brief to teach habits of pro-
ductive industry. Yet, making a liberal allownnce for this consideration, and
having in view the fact that in all our State prisons wheve labor is properly
directed, an average of twenty-three fo twenty-five cents a day for each con-
vict is produced, the Committee are fuin to believe that it is not extravagant to
calculate that the vagrants can be made to produce, aver and vhove the labor that
shall be devoted to their own supply, an average of twelve and a half cents a
day for each individual.

ore than double this is constantly attained in our State prisons, and why
may not our expectations of doing half as well be realized? If they should be,
in this respect alone a saving of near $40,000 a year would be effected ; nod
the Committee are persuaded, should their application prove successful, that
they can suggest a measure more equitable than genera! taxation, which would
in the end relieve the City treasury from the greater part if not from the
whole of the residue of this expense.

Relying upon the truth of these statements, and having in view the fact,
‘which all experience has demonstrated, that such institutions can be far better
managed by private associations thaw by public anthorities, the Committee in-
vite the attention of the Common Council to that provision of their act of incor-
poration by which the Prison Association is authorized to * establish o work-
house in the City for the reception of vagrants and disorderly persons,” and is
empowered to keep, detain, employ, and govern them; aud they solicit from
the Common Council the means of carrying into effect the benevolent inten-
tions of the Legislature.

By refe to the ing d it will be seen that a large ig-
creuse to the number of officers is p The C i i d, in their
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year, with an improvement in the moral and physical condition of their prison-
ers, and greatly to the advancement of order and good government.

The Committee have not arrvived at this conclusion without anxious ‘and
searching inquiry, and due and careful consideration.

They have proposed to themselves «The Society for the Reformation of
Juvenile Delinquents,” as the model on which to form their execution of the
important trust committed to them, and to act in regard to vagrants as that
Saciety has done in regard to young offenders—to have a prison and work-house
combined, in which, while the delinquents may be confined and punished, they
may by their labor relieve the honest part of the community from the burden
of their support, and be taught the salutary lessons of repentance fur the past,
and reformation for the future.

Immediately after the passage of their act of incorporation, they placed this
subject under the cave of the undersigned, who have for several months given
the matter their careful attention.

They sought and obtained the aid, advice, and co-operation of the * Society
for the Improvement of the Condition of the Poor,” and of the Commissioner of
the Alms-House.

And in now presenting to the Common Council this their earnest application
for the menns of carrying into effect this great end and object of their act of
incorporation, the Executive Committee are able to assure the Common Coun-
cil, not only of the eutire unauimity of their own Society in their petition, but
of the cordial co-operation of their kindred Society ; and they deem it proper to
pledge themselves to the Commeon Council, and to the community at large, that
if their application shall be granted, they will devote themselves to the task with
all the energy nnd fidelity which its ultimate success may demand.

New York, November 7, 184€.

J. W. EDMONDS, Chairman Executive Com.
R. N. HAVENS, Corresponding Secretary.
W. T. McCOUN, JOHN D. RUSS,
JOHN DUER, INO. H. GRISCOM,
E. PARMLY, PROSPER M. WETMORE,
ISRAEL RUSSELL, ISAAC T. HOPPER,
B. F. BUTLER.

At the stated meeting of the Executive Committee of the New York Asso-
ciation for the Improvement of the Condition of the Poor, November 9, 1846,
the foregoing memorinl was read and the follewing resolution relative thereto
upanimously adopted.

Resolved, That the Executive Committee fully concur in the statements and
arguments of the Memorial of the Prison Associfion, and respectfully urge that
the prayer of the petitioners be granted.

Signed by order and in behalf of the Asseciation,

J. SMYTH ROGERS, Chairman, pro fem.

R. M. HarTrey, Secretary.

Report of Committee on Statistics referred to in the above Memorial.
PexrTesTiany, June 20, 1846.

Vagrants ..
Foreigners:
Natives :
‘White Males. . veeenn-.189—White Females. .. .399.
Black do. weeeewe-n 20—Black do. .... 26.

Add expenso at Peitentiary.

Al
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Estimated expense of .su;}rtvorlmg the establishment, calculated on the basis of
aving one thousand inmates.
‘Warden, or Principal Officer. .
Agent, or Clerk to keep books and attend to the principal depmment
Teacher, includiug Chaplain's duties. ... ... ...
Matron, or Principal of Female Department
Physicians—1 resident and 1 consulting.
Keepers at $400 per year, being one for every
Assistant Matrons, (the same,) at $250
Porters—say 6, at $200 a year

Pay of officers.
Support of inmates, $50 each.

The last item includes all the expenses of the estabhshment, besides the pay
of officers. And it is estimated at $50 each, for the reason, that such is found
to be the case in our best regulated prisons. Thus at Weathersfield the anpual
expense for each prisoner is. 5

Iin V]l‘gll]lﬂ Penitentiary .

In Sing Sing. 50 55

In our House o 54 33

In Auburn.. 45 66

Tn Maryland 76 00

In Massachusetts .- 74 28

'his is the expense mdependem of the earnings; and it must be borne in
mxnd that in all these institutions (except the House of Refuge) all articles of
furniture and clothing are made by the prisoners from the raw material. In
the House of Refuge this is only partially so. Hence, in a measure, the in-
creased expense.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE WORK-HOUSE.
New Yorg, June 19, 1846.

‘The Committee appointed at a special meeting of the Executive Committee,
for the purpose of taking into consideration a plan for a work-house, met at the
rooms of the Prison Association.

Present: Messrs. Duer, Edmonds, McCoun, I. Russell, Griscom, Russ,
Batler, Parmly, and Havens.

On motion of Mr. Russell, Judge Edmonds was appointed chai and
Dr. Russ secretary of the Committee.

The chairman, after stating the objects of the meeting, moved the following
resolutions :—

Resolved, That a j be inted, to whom should be referred all
inquiries ing the number, ck age, color, and sex of the individuals
who are likely to become inmates of @ work-house.

Which was adopted, and Messrs. Russ, Edmonds, and Havens were ap-
pointed the committee.

On motion of Mr. Butler.

Resolved, That a be inted to take into ideration the loca-
tion and erection of a work-house, together with its government and discipline,

*.
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and the nature and kind of employment best adapted to insure its successful
operation.

Messrs. Griscom, Russell, and Hopper were appoiated such Committee.

On motion of Mr. Havens,

Resolved, That said Committee have power to confer with the Society for
the Relief of the Poor, and that Messrs. Duer, Edmonds, and Havens be added
to the committee.

And the Committee adjourned.

July 10, 1846.
‘The Committes met.

Present: Messrs. Edmonds, Duer, Wetmore, Havens, Russell, Hopper,
Butler, Russ, and Messrs, Griscom and Collins from the Poor Association.

Judge Edmonds, from the Committee on Statistics, reported at length.

On motion of Gen. Wetmore, the report was accepted and laid on the table,
and the Committee was continued.

Dr. Griscom, from the Committee on the location and erection of a work-
house, reported at length. The report was accepted ; and, on motion of Mr.
Duer, the cost of erection, and the expense of support, were referred back to
this Committee, to report thereon.

On motion of Mr. Havens, Dr. Russ was added to the Committee.

On motion of Mr. Duer,

Resolved, That the earnings of county prisons, in this and other States, be
referred to the Committee on Statistics; and also what will be the probable
earnings of the work-house, and what are now the earnings of the prisoners in
the Penitentiary.

On motion of Dr. Griscom,

Resolx: That this C: i visit and p

The Committee adjourned.

ly inspect Randall’s Island.

August 3.
The Work-house Committee met at the rooms of the Prison Association.
Present: Judge Edmonds, (chairman,) I. T. Hopper, Duer, Griscom, Col~
lins, Havens, Russell, Russ, and Wetmore.
Dr. Griscom, from a sub-committee, reported in part. His report, was con-
sidered, and re-committed.
Adjourned. 4
v, 10.
‘The Committee met. sust
Present: Judge Edmonds, (chairman,) Messrs. Hopper, Leonard, Collins,
Griscom, Russell, Havens, and Russ.
Dr. Griscom, from the Committee on Location and Erection, reported in full.
Dr. Russ, from the Committee on Statistics, reported in full, as to the em-
ployment and products of the Penitentiary.
Resolved, That the reports of the several sub-committees be referred to a
committee of three, to prepare a memorial to the Common Council.
Messrs. Edmonds, Griscom, and Russ were appointed the Committee.

October 10.
‘The Work-house Committee met.

Present: Judgo Edmonds, (chairman,) Messrs. Duer, Griscom, Collins, Ha-
vens, Parmly, Russ, Russell, and 'Wetmore.
6
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Two separate reports of a ial were pi d, read, and idered

On motien of Mr. Duer,

Resolved, That the same be recommitted, with instructions to unite and
amend both.

On motion of Dr. Russ, Mr. Duer was added to the Committee.

October 12.

The Work-house Committee met.

Present: Judge Edmonds, (chairman,) and Messrs. Duer, Parmly, Russell,
Hopper, Wetmore, Griscom, and Russ.

The Committee on the Memorial made a report, which was considered, dis-
cussed, and adopted.

Ordered, that the chairiman report the same to the Executive Committee for
their sanction.

Adjourned.

Dr. Griscom reported :

On the subjects of the ar and cost of buildings suitable for a work-
house, your Committee find some data which it is believed may be adopted as
the basis of calculation.

In the fifth anoual report of the Poor Law Commissioners of England will
be found two hirds-eye views and two ground plans of buildings designed for
this purpose, and which appear well arranged for it. They are adapted for
800 persons and upward.

Ample space may be there found for receiving-rooms, dressing-halls, dormi
tories, work-rooms, wash-rooms, infirmary, officers’ residence, offices, scullery,
storerooms, and all other necessary apartments.

The committee do not recommend a strict adherence to these plans; many

inth may be found expedi Hy, perhaps, in the number
of close cells for the confinement of inmates ; as ‘the character of the people we
shall have to occupy our institution will be somewhat different from that of those
in the work-houses of England and Ireland. Here, they will be prisoners;
there, they are paupers merely.

ith respect to the cost of suitable buildings, we find in the documents of
our city government, estimates already made for this purpose. In Doc. No. 9,
Assistant Aldermen, 1845, a joint special committee appeinted to report plans
for the erection of new buildings for alms-house department, report, that from
the architect they have received estimates of the cost of the desired buildings,
which for the work-house and work-shops amounts to $92,000. In this esti-
mate no allowance is made for prison labor, which would cause a considerable
reduction in the expense. They state that the builders would be willing to
take all the laborers who could be obtained from that source, and allow fifty
cents a day for each man, and one dollar a day for masons. This estimate was
made for buildings on Blackwell’s Island, where the proximity of stone for the
purpose would considerably reduce the expense. To the mbove estimate of
cost of buildings on Randall’s Island, should the contemplated work-house be
established there, must be added the cost of transportation of stone, except so
wuch as may be used of the ruins of the Nursery buildings lately destroyed by
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fire. The foundations of those edifices are doubtless good and capable of being
used in the erection of a work-house.

It will doubtless be safe to estimate the cost of the necessary constructions on
Randall’s Island at $90,000.

INSPECTION OF PRISONS.

Expericncing difficulty in inspecting the prisons of the Stiate,
arising sometimes from the reluctance of their officers to submit
to what they deemed unauthorized intrusion, the Executive Com-
mittee, in their petition for an act of incorporation, asked for
power to visit and inspect, to such an extent as should render
their examinations thorough and satisfactory. The Legislature
granted them the necessary power; and went farther, ex mero
motu, and made it “ the duty of the Executive Committee, to visit,
nspect, and examine, all the prisons in the State, and annually
report to the Legislature, their state and condition, and all such
other things in regard to them, as may enable the Legislature to
perfeet their government and discipline.”

The performance of this duty, to which the Legislature justly
attached high value, would necessarily involve the Association in
a heavy cxpense, amounting, according to their estimate—inde-
pendent of the time which the members must personally devote to
it—to at least $1000 a year. Yet the Legislature made no provi-
sion for the expense, and necessarily devolved it upon the Associ-
ation to appropriate their funds to this object. Those funds being
the product merely of voluntary contributions, the Executive
Committee could not, without disregarding the trust reposed in
them, in respect to other objects of the Association, devote so large
a portion to this object. They have, therefore, been necessarily
restricted in their inspections, and have visited only the three State
Prisons, the County and City Prisons in the first and second Scnate
Districts, and the Prisons in the Counties of Columbia and Oneida.

The Committee to inspect the State Prison at Sing Sing*, con-
sisted of Messrs. Duer, Russ, Edmonds, Havens, Benedict, and
Curtis.

To inspect the Clinton Prison, Dr. Grisconr and Judge Edmonds
were the Committee.

To inspect the Auburn State Prison, the Committee consisted

* The Prison is thus designated by us because such is its most popular name, I,hmxgh

in the statute, it is called the State Prison at Mount Pleasant, a name now inappropriate,
because the Prison is no longer in the town of Mount Pleasant.
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of Judge Edmonds, Dr. Russ, Vice Chancellor McCoun, Messrs.
R. Reed and J. McKeon, of New York, and J. Stanton Gould,
member Assembly clect from Columbia.

To inspect the Prisons in the Counties of Kings, Queens, and
Suffolk, the Committec was Messrs. Duer, Russ, and Curtiss.

To inspect the Prisons in the Counties of Richmond, Putnam,
and Dutchess, Messrs. Morse and Havens.

To inspect the Prisons in Westchester County, Mr. Keyser.

To inspect the Prisons in the Counties of Rockland, Orange, and
Sullivan, Messrs. Benedict and Recd.

To inspect the Prisons in Oneida County, Mr. McKeen.

To inspect the Prisons in Columbia County, Messrs. Curtis,
Griscom, and Reed.

To inspect the Prisons in Albany County, Mr. Reed.

To inspect the Prisons in the Counties of Delaware and Green,
Mr. Mitchell.

The expense of these inspections, though less than was expected,
owing to the liberality of the Schenectady, the Utica, the Syra-
cuse, and Auburn Railroad Companies, who transported our Com-
mittee to and from Auburn free of charge, yet amounted to
$287 38 ;—a serious invasion of our funds, which nothing less than
a sense of our duty to the Legislature, and of the importance of
the interests involved, would have warranted.

It was the determination of the Executive Committee that these
inspections should be exceedingly minute and particular, so as to
lay before the Association and the Legislature, a mass of informa-
tion in regard to those prisons, and their inmates, such as had
never before been made public, and such as would be likely to aid
“in enabling the Legislature to perfect their government and
discipline.”

In regard to the County Prisons, this was totally out of the
question. The loose and unsatisfactory manner in which their
accounts were kept—with the exception of the Prison in Brooklyn,
—would not permit us to learn much more, than that a certain
number of persons had been in jail, had been accused of certain
offences, had staid there a certain time, and had gone out. And
our Committees of Inspection had frequent and abundant cause to
lament the utter failure of the system of inspection of County
Prisons now provided by law. The inspection, however, was
carried as far, when attempted, as these cir would
warrant, and far enough to justify the repeated allegation, that our
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County Prisons, in many cases, are only nurseries of crime, where
young offenders are hardened in vice, and are sent out, fitted and
well-prepared, under the patronage of the State, for an early and
certain condemnation to the State Prisons.

Of the State Prisons, the inspections were far more satisfactory ;
and the reports of the several Committees detailed on that duty,
which are herewith submitted, embody a mass of very valuable
information, well calculated to show the workings of this part of
our penitentiary system.

Some of the features, which these documents show in the aggre-
gate, it will be proper to state here, because otherwise they can
be arrived at only in detail.

1. We have four State Prisons, three for males and one for
females, which have been erected at an expense exceeding
8950 000, which are capable of containing 2150 prisoners, to
which are attached 116 officers in the pay of the State, and which
involve an expenditure of over $220,000 a year.

2. That the prisons did entirely support themselves, until the
Legislature interfered by prohibiting to them certain profitable
kinds of industry ; that since that interference, they have been a
drain upon the State treasury, which has, however, been gradually
diminishing, so that the past year the earnings fall very little
short of all the expenses of the prisons, excepting such as were
incurred in new erections and additions; and that deficiency will -
soon, doubtless, entirely disappear.

8. That only about a one-hundreth part of all this large annual
cxpenditure is directed to the moral or mental condition of the
prisoners ; the whole of the residue being devoted to the physique,
and the finances.

4. That the system of government is almost entirely that of
physical force; somewhat modified and improved of late from its
former harshness and cruelty, by the state of public opinion, and
the character and temper of those particularly charged with the
direction of that government, but lisble, at any moment, to a
relapse from apathy in the public mind or a change of officers.

5. That the prosperous financial condition of the prisons is
owing to the mode of contracting out the labor of the convicts—
which has in it, however, much that is calculated to interfere with
their ‘moral improvement, and much that has a tendency—so
strong is the interest to over-task the prisoners—to restore and
continue the former hard and iron rule.
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6. That the whole number of convicts now in our prisons is
1592, while ten years ago, it was 1511; showing an increase in
that period of five and a half per cent.; while, during the same time,
the increase in our population has been over 60 per cent.

7. That of the whole number, 1525 are males, and 67 are females ;
986 are blacks and Indians, and 420 arc foreigners; 763 were
intemperate ; 765 were married ; — had parents living ; — had
families ; 222 could not read nor write; 1365 were for crimes
against property, 250 against the person, and 16 for perjury ;
. confessed their guilt; 329 had been comitted to prison once
before, 49 twice before, 12 thrice before, and 10 four or more
times,

In the inspection of the State Prisons, the Committees charged
with that duty have made it a rule, and have conformed to it, to
have a personal interview with each prisoner, to examine the offi-
cers under oath, and contractors and their clerks, to an extent that
would enable them to understand, fully and truly, the condition of
the prison; to inquire into the system of government, the moral
teaching, the medical treatment, the number of insane, and the
state and cause of their diseasc, the receipts and expenditures of
the establishment, and the various contracts—as well for labor as
for supplies, and the manner in which they were executed.

The results of this rigid examination will be found in the accom-
panying documents.

To procure a more perfect and thorough inspection of County
Prisons the ensuing year, the Executive Committee have prepared
blank tables, which they have transmitted to all the prisons in the
State, in which entries may be made by the keepers from time to
time. If that task shall be performed by those officers, and not
otherwise, the Committec will be able, in their next annual report,
to spread before the Association and the Legislature more accu-
rate and full information—not only in regard to the condition and
government of all our prisons, but of the character, condition, and
distinctive features of their inmates—than has ever yet been
obtained in this State.

FINANCES.

By referring to the accompanying reports from the Finance
Committee, and from the Treasurers of the Male and Female
Departments, it will be seen that the whole amount of Receipts
during the year have been—

6. }?‘r, I
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For general purposes, . . . $3891 59
For the Female Department, in money, . . 1018 29
Do. do. in donations in kind, valued at 325 00

Making a total of . . . . . . $5234 88
showing a degree of liberality on the part of our citizens in the
highest degree encouraging, and demanding from the Executive
Comnmittee their heartfelt expressions of gratitude, and persevering
and increasing efforts on their part.

This amount has been expended in the following manner :—
For Discuarcep Convicrs, male and female, including

rent of “The Home,” furniture therefore, and com-

pensation to Matrons and Agent, . . . . $3082
Appropriations to the Committee on DerenTions, ex-

pended in compensation to their Agent, and the relief

of prisoners arrested and charged with crime,

For the InspecTion oF Prisons, . . . .

For Prinrine, including two editions, of 1200 each, of the
Second Report, blanks for inspection of prisons, ad-
vertising, etc., . . . . . . .

For salary and travelling expenses to financial Agent,

For miscellaneous purposes, namely, rent and furniture
of office, clerk hire, fuel, stationery, procuring Charter,
ete, . . . ... . 450 72

The collections during the year have been sufficient for all the
purposes of the Association, except for a more extended inspection
of prisons; and it is owing no debts, except a few of a small
amount contracted for that object. The generosity of contributors
has enabled the Executive Committee to afford to discharged con-
victs all the relief that was necessary ; to print and circulate a
large number of our report; and, in addition to last year, to
inspect all our State prisons and fourteen county prisons, and to
employ an agent, whose whole time is devoted to the care and
relief of prisoners charged with offences.

For another year the discharge of these interesting duties—
which are ever present and ever pressing—and a more complete
inspection of prisons, will demand a larger sum, and the Execu-
tive Committee indulge a confident hope that they may be endowed
with the necessary means.

The Committee regret that they have not language to convey
to the members of the Association, the rich reward which is due
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to them, and which is freely bestowed, in the gratitude so decply
felt, and often so strongly expressed, by the prisoners, for our
sympathy or our aid. Their cheerful looks, their tearful eyes,
their swelling emotion, often tell us the tale when the tongue is
silent. It is, however, best expressed by themselves; and the
following letter, received within a few days, will tell the story in a

convict's own language.
~

RocHesTER, Moxrox Co., N. Y., Dec. 10, 1846.
TaE HONORABLE ————

My VERY DEAR Sir :—Last Thursdey morning, Mr. , (the individ-
wal with whom you conversed in the Agent's office of the Auburn State Prison,
during your mission of mercy to that hard place,) called on me, with & view to
get employment. I need not say to you, that it gave me indescribable pleasure
to take him by the hand, and bid him an enthusiastic, heart-felt welcome to the
busy scenes of this bright and beautiful world, from which he has been unhap-
pily excluded for the last three years. He came to me, (as I went, but a few
‘weeks since, to the Rev. F. W. Holland,) full of necessity—a stranger in a
strange placo—with the cold winds of poverty blowing hard about me: and as
Mr. Holland helped me, so I helped him. Before noon, I secured for him a
lucrative situation, which will afford him a comfortable and an honorable Jiveli-

00d.

1 feel devoutly grateful to God, that in the order of this good providence,
~——— was so fortunate as to have fallen in with such a friend, at a time when
s:freatly needed; and you may be well assured, that what you said to him,
and what you done for him, has given & tone—a bearing—a good tendency to his
present course—and will to his whole future life—that will cause you to he

d wi itud ion, and love, to the very last moments of
his life. His friends ere this have heard of you, of your ministry of kindoess,
and of love to_their unfortunate one. Your name will make many a hearth-
stone glow with & heat divine, for this one act of disinterested goodness. You
took hm where the State left him; at the moment when her servants had di-
vested him of his ¢ black and white,” his robes of degradation and shame. You
were the Tirst to infase into his blank and dark soul a truly good and noble pur-
pose—a purpose to be a whole man—a purpose to do right. Yes, yon were the
torch-bearer that lighted up that prostrate, stricken spirit—a spirit that had
-cowered before scenes of cruelty and brutality, which you can neither imagine
or I describe. Scenes, if pictured, detailed, unravelled to the community, would
present something that could not be looked upon in near vision. Something that
‘would make the very boues of the dead rattle ; the stones in the street wrethe in
deep, piercing, audible agony,

T'hope in God’s name that you will be abundantly successful in rousing up

e g i your fell it in behalf of the inmates of
prisons—abundantly successful in stirring up an indignation equally generous, in
view of the barbaric discipline of those of this great State. And God grant, that
you and I both may live to see men yet coming out of the *{ront gate,” re-
newed, reds an by the mild infl of laws laid down for
their guide, direction, and observance while confined—the mild, hallowing influ-

ences of kindness, persuasion, and Iove.

It is a matter of enthusiastic congratulation to myself, and those who have
been similarly unfortunately situated with myself, that such a truly generous
spirit as —- is enlisted in our behalf—feels interested in our best good:
1t is a long, loud, deep voice of encouragement which we, and such as we, can
comprehend. A holy sympathy and sacred duty, which to be known must be
felt; we have felt it to our unspgukable joy.
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The great length to which T have d. i i
e this epistle, ad i
:geednly crase;nd\:/he‘? I began T only desigued to thank you for your kin‘;uee:s]
— m, and ga vise yoa of his present prosperity and success in conge-
que LCd. t lﬂ tindaess. One word more and I have done. In rooting up thy
Zﬁf;nm;si?;ot';hls Sm;fle, that has so long been a foul blot on hnmﬁnit;g’s gagee
! 'y to you, that no system not founded upon ki .
sion can succeed. That will—that will a, i ot e ss and larged
nu% no!)le charity can possible camempms:omp.wh ot thos the nost enlarged
uring my stay in the Auburn institution, I aecum
During m n i i s 1 aceumulated a gr :
'i]mlhng incidents to illustrate this position ; and if perfbctlyn:’re;l;gl‘ee:; I::RS.E‘ ‘#
may, on some future occasion, address you aguin, and give you & brief nesrr
of ]t;m} bloody administration of -~ and | Jou ubrief history
efore closing this hasty letter, I would mak
of the Rev. F. W. Holland, of this city, o
disinterested benevolence.
inally, be ussured of my affectionato regard,
Aud believe me, very traly,

Yours, ——— —

grateful and honorable mention
whose whole life is one of uninterrupted

DETENTIONS.

.Thxs department embraces all those who are arrested and de.
tained for trial, or as witnesses, in the prisons of New York ’nd.
Brooklyn. The extent of the field thus opened to the Commi;t:*
can be best judged of, by ascertaining the number who IL'
demand their attention in this regard. e

In New York, the number thus arrested durin,
1st November, 1846, was as follows :—

In November, 1845 3905
December, « - . . 4163
January, 1846 . . 4051
February . 1602
March 1901
April 1933
Tums 1o
July 22;3
August . 2891
September . 2490
October . . 2313

g the year ending

Making a total of . . . 83,148+
o I‘r;l Brooli.l}in, the number arrested and carried before the justices
Thﬁ e mur_nmp?l court or the mayor, during the year, was 2084,
s making, in the two cities, 85,232 cases in one year, whicl;

.
The whole number arrested from July 1, 1845, to November 1, 1346, was 7,295
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would be embraced within the scope of this department of the

. i
Asri:;,cela;?s)charge of the duty which the Committee hﬂ:id afssur‘ned;nr
regard to this class of prisoners thus numerous, ‘woul obne<,essx ﬁi
involve the consumption of more time than the members co'uL
withdraw from their other :wocanon;, and rendered the uppOl}ﬁ -
ment of an agent necessary. In theu‘_last report, the Exccu’lll‘;e
Committee cxpressed their hope of being z'lble to have on.e. ] e
flourishing state of our finances have realized that hope; and on
the 5th day of February, 1846, Mr. Georce E. BAleR I‘;V?S em-
ployed for that purpose, and has since then df{votcd his whole time
1o this duty. The following report from him shows the extent
and effect of his operations.

T the Executive Commillee of the New York Prison Association :—

dersigned received from
fifth of February, of the present year, the unders f
yo\cz)rn g:)?nmittee the appro};nlmem of agent gf 11;he C‘;'Tl:n“éee g\lii“]e)eetenlmns,
i this office are specified in the by-laws of the Committee.
Tl’:: iﬁ?::yogf t‘he field of ox;)emtions will convince any oue that its interests
and requitements are of o trifling moment. No less than five prisons o em-
racod in these limits, fo wit : The City Prison, (or  Tombs,”) the Fudridge
street Jail, the prisons at Essex and Jefferson Markets, and the one at Brooklyn.
“A brief view of each of these prisons, as to the number of their inmates, etc.,
be out of place. X §
mﬂly nToile City Pgson, ‘whose character, size, etc., are so well anf‘l ‘fuléy dle
cribed in the last report of the Committee on Detentions as to preclu o the
;ecessity of anything further on this point. Tge svell‘inge :::;:;y og) &:ﬂ‘:’}‘;
od in this prison, during the yeur, is one hundred an —four;
f::‘;a‘;t number tl\vo hundred and forty-eight; the smallest number one hundred
venty-one. . i
“ngl‘age‘;ﬂ{!ﬁdge-street Jail has seldom had more than ten persons m confine:
one time, during the last year. . !
m%m;eatpxi_gms at Es;sex nn% Jefforson Markets contain, on an average, about
i ersons each. i . . :
Lh"’[‘tiepBrooklyn Jail averages, in numbers, about sixty. At times it has con
i ighty. .
m"}‘elgeexlx%xm{er of fomales constitutes about one-fourth of these numbers, in all
risons. X i
m‘jspfew words as to the character and wants of these prisons will also sexvl; lﬁ
show the necessity of some more systematic attention to t})e_nr interests tha
was ever bestowed previous to the organization of this Association.

1. HEALTH OF THE PRISONERS.

The Cil ison.—The health of its inmates, during the summer, has been
e ‘ﬁilg"g m}zﬁ The temperature of the prison in summer, owing to (|‘tsl 5\:;01;
Stone walls, is always moderate; but in winter the case is different. Col f‘the
and dampness are among the most prolific causes og‘ disease, at this season of N
year. Many deaths occur in this prison, but mainly from diseases _mggmdﬂ e
Without the walls,—such as delirium tremens, drunkenness, and kindre -t
enses. Large quantities of medicine, adapted to these disorders, m-_ees i
constantly in the office of the prison, and administered, as occasion requires,
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A physician is appointed to this prison by the city government,
ison daily, and when sent for, in sudden attacks, by the keepers.
But the facilities for taking proper care of the sick must, of course. be very
fimited in a prison of this size, destitute of a hospital. Cases of child-birth are
not unfrequent in the fomale d Ithough no proper dati
for such cases are at hand. Severe and dangerous cases of disease are some-
times removed to the Hospital on Blackwell’s Island. A case of this kind is
recorded in ny diary, (November —.)
«J. P. lies dangerously ill in one of the cells of the City Prison, in the sec-
ondary stages of the syphilis; and although he is charged with the serious crime
of burglary, yet common humanity requires that he should not be left to die in
his damp and solitary cell. I have, therefore, applied to the keeper and to the
Jourt of Sessions to have him removed to the hospital. After some delay, he
was sent to the Penitentiary hospital.”” It seems to be au imperative necessity
that a hospital should be attached to this prison, with suitable medical attend-
ance. Stated reports should also bo required of the physician as to the sanitary
condition of the prison. At present he makes no report to any one, neither
doos he keep any record of the cases that occur. 1t is not uncommon for a
corpse to be left for a day or more in the same room with prisoners of all grades
and ag n_my diary, June 21, is the following entry : * Two hoys, seven
and nino Years of age, both of them blind, having strayed from the Asylum, were
taken up by the police and committed to prison. In the

same with them
were persons of abandoned character, and among the rest a corpse NI

2. CLEANLINESS.
The personal i of the is seriously 1 n
prisons.  Not a bathing apparatus is in operation, nor are the cells furnisked with
even soap or towels, as they evidently should be. The prisoners have no changes
of clothing, except such as are furnished by the kindness of friends, or some-
times by the keepers, from their cast-off wardrohe. Prisoners have not unfre-
quently gone into court from the prison, whose personal uppearaance in these
respects has been almost a violation of the law against indeceat exposure. The
cells and bedding of some of these prisons ave also exceedingly filthy, and liable

1o severe animadversion, as I have too frequently had occasion to note in my
diary and monthly reports.

all. our

3. DISCIPLINE AND INSTRUCTION.

But few offences are common among the inmates of our heises of detention :
the principal of which are making a noise, destroying the bud-clothes, and the
ike. These offences are ished by depriving the pri of their
accustomed liberty on the corridors. Little or no instruction is afforded the
prisoners of any kind. A few benevolent persons are in the practice of visiting
the Female prison on Sundays, and conducting some religious services; beyond
this very little is done for their moral or religious instruction. No library has
yet been provided for the City Prison. By my diary of June 13th, it will be
seen that I made application to the New York Bible Society to furnish each
cell of this prison with a Bible, which was done. ince then, as one of the

keepers remarked, the prisoners cannot with so much reason complain that
“they have nothing to do.”

4. YOUTH OF THE PRISONERS. .

There are at all times more or less boys and girls from 10 years of age and
upwards, and even younger, to be found in prison; and these require the most
urgent attention. The following cases from my diary will illustrate this fact :

April 16. «Visited City Prison. Found a German woman with five
children; one of them, a boy, was blind and partially idiotic, and had been sep-
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grated from his mother and confined in the male prison- None of them being
able to und : they bad suffered the most intense
anguish, keeping the prison o during the might with their sobs and

ans, not knowing for what they were imprisoned. 1 immediately called on

. Telkempf, a German physician and member of our committes, and he went
with me to the prison, ‘when we ascertained, in brief, that the woman arrived in
this city sbout 8 week previous, and, after spending all her money, was turned out
of the hotel where she stopped, and arvested by the police. Her husband is at
work in Plymouth, P The German Society, at Dr- T.'s request, procured
her and her children a passage to Plymouth.” .

April 18. Visited City Prison. Two children, brother and sister, had
boen committed. On inquiry, 1 found them to be orphans, 15 and 9 years of
age respectively ; they referred me to & respectable lady in G— street, from
whom I learned that the boy was very worthy and industrious, supporting him-
self and sister by his labor. This kind lady offered to take charge of both of
them, and they were placed in her cere.

They were thus savel from being
gent to the Farms. They bad been arrested through some misappreliensior.
of the police officers.”

5. WITNESSES CONFINED IN PRISON.

Few persons, not familiar with our prisons and courts, are aware of the large
pumber of witnesses 10 be found in our prisons, both male and female. Such
rsous, confined within the walls of a gloomy prison in company with felons
and dissolute persons, claim, peculiarly, the attention of your agent. Among the
cases noted in my diary, the following are introduced i—

«QOct. —. A manis confined in the City Prison as 2 witness, who in conse-
quence will lose a good contract, which will deprive him of labor during the
coming winter.”

« Sept. 20. A woman, 2 stranger in the city, had a bundle of clothes stolen
from her; she made complaint to & police officer, pointing out the thief. She
was committed to prison asa witness in the case, and remained there three
woeks without ever hearing & 'word as fo her case from any officer of the law.

At the request of your agent she was released, but without the recovery of her

clothes, or even the arrest of the thief.”
M. H., a young woman, has been in prison thirteen weeks asa
where the defendants were on bail.”
‘When this case was finally called up for tial, the District Attorney did not
deem it of sufficient strength to proceed to trial, and dismissed it. A pumber
of attempts were made by your agent to procure her velease during her long

imprisonment, ‘but without effect.
6. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

There are many things connected with the management of the City Prison
that are entitled to praise. The quantity and quality of the food is unexcep-
tonable, consisting of beef, rice, mudh, bread, molasses, and coffee. But the
dishes on which the food is served are a disgrace to the city. Neither knives:
forks, or plates are provided, a few very common tin cups being the extent of
the provision in this department.

he keepers generally manifest an increasing interest in the efforts of

Sath i the condition of the prison and its inmates. And

1 cannot allow th o5 without bearing testimony to_the fidelity of

the matron, Mrs. Foster, in the discharge of her duties, and hier readiness 0

aid in every measure to promote the well-being and reformation of the female
prisoners under her charge.

Y our agent, soon after his appointment, commenced a diary, in which are noted

many cases of great interest in which relief has been afforded to unfortunate®

prisoners. This diary, together with a detailed report, has been submitted t¢
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your committee at each of its menthi, i i
your ¢ te i y meetings. With the excepti
¢ employment for the prisoners, it is believed that most of l:f;':";—‘éi‘f;:g-

I‘;‘:-ilgxtain(':o:nlfdl;zl ]«;:f:nﬁflbx::f?vtﬁm the commencement of this paper, have

hm}sléiﬁ'm;::ﬁ s:‘x:}(:u:. obstz{c s in the way of providing the inmates of oar

ek Sy oo o el R g taadiog which: your osent does
The w! v .

N Llhl::ltxl;‘ilﬁ :;:mx})"exi-:nt c:om.mitmems to the three principal prisons alluded to

I bt g the year ending December 1, 18406, is twelve thousand one

To the City Prison. eleven the

"L the City Prison. eleven thousand one Inundred and fiv

o tho Eldiidge-sirect Jai, ovo huudred und Sovontyonns
o the rookiyn Jai, eight lnudred and filty-fours

In this vast tumber i
? us er of persons, it ma readi
A number , it may be readily supposed vi
L T L bl e e e
e G Rt
ntion, the aving done is
All of which is respectfully Subll]l%te\]. s0 b foels to be bis best reward.

GEO. E. BAKER.

M'El‘le condl.uon of the prisons of this city continues to be a source
o allent :;L.]nxletyl to the Executive Committee. Loud and repeated
as have been the complaints—sever:
s hav, ai erc as has been the d
. v . condemna-
};;\‘);lut“the state of Shmgs, very little permanent improvement has
1.:[[, x.s itnessed.  The Common Council, with whom is abundant
‘“:ﬂhm:t}: to. correct the evil, seem disposed to content themselves
o )m..té.tmg our example of scolding occasionally ; and in the
o ; om]. ity Prison and Penitentiary continue to be, in the midst
(]O‘;On enl i;.,;itl}tened and benevolent community, what we have often
unced them to be, a “ disg; i ini
o o , grace to the city and the administra-
It application in r
N in:.‘l:ee ;g:ll;&txch in regard to a work-house shall be successful
iate improvement in the condition of ;
me the vagrant: h
constitute a large rti I ¢ e, may bo
ge proportion of the inmates of o i
conet ur prisons, may be
oon ll)eentlle);tc2lounutl‘:::uedl1upon; blijt a large number of prisox’:ers };vill
i inually exposed to the moral inati
ruin to which they are n e
ow condemned. Judgi
nt ol 3 . Judging from the past,
e ac?cml;'e Comniittee do not feel warranted in expecting Igrom
Lo act I:JOnlo the Common Council the much desired reform. That
_ b; g oubf;] has been,' scems destined yet to be, unless relief
e Viewoug t anc:i ob.tamed in other and higher quarters. With
hae ooy » an application ought to be made to the Legislature to
covomx Cltydp}rlsons placed under the management of a body of
gf o nss:n i\anspectr_)rs, who shall hold their places independent
e cons ant fluctuations which attend our Common Council, and
xercise in regard to those institutions the same autho,rity
y
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and discharge the same duties of inspection and goxtcmmcn’tl.‘ lth:}l
are now applied to the government of the State prisons. There
mav then be some expectations entertained that something \.\'111 at
least be attempted towards a reduction of the expenscs otﬂt]ws_({
institutions, and an improvement of the moral condition of their
mn’;‘nlizs.eﬂ'orts which this Association can make towa}'ds sgch an
end are necessarily feeble, because dependent on ‘fhe action of others
—and in detail, as defect after defect shall be pomtcc.‘. out by them.
One of those efforts was made in July last, with & view of obtain-
ing religious services in the City Prison. A memorial was pre-
sented to the Common Council, and in Novembe: following, a
repori was made upon it, in one of the Bo_ards of the C‘ommo_n
Council, wherein the abominations of that prison were dc))ng(ed in
vivid colors, and a remedy proposed by erecting a new prison—
a remedy rather disproportioned to the prayer of vur peti 1? :md
involving a greater cxpenditure of money, and a longer c’le‘la} :n
point of time, than would, at the first blush, seem to be abselutely
necessary to answer its request.

PRISON DISCIPLINE.

In addition to the inspection of prisons, Wk}ich belongs to this
department, and which has already been mfanthncd, the action (ff
the Executive Committee in this regard is so well portr:}ycd in
the report of the Standing Committee, that little of general interest
can be added in this connection. —

Repeating the remark heretofore made, ?h:).t ﬂ_m f\i:SO‘cl&ilOu s
not wedded to any particular system of prison discipline, t-he Ex-
ecutive Committee have not been unmindfgl 'of tl}c workings of
the two systems which originated and preva{l in f.hls country, and
they rejoice to perceive the gradual approximation of the twod t'o
each other. Both have their advantages and their defects, and it
would seem to be the demand of humanity that the former should
be advanced and encouraged, and the latter corrected.  If the
Separate system has its faults, it has at least}he advnntagev 31 ;n
exemption from those terrible cruelt_les which have marke _114?

progress of the Silent system, and which have tended much to sin
it i ic estimation. o
! l:tp]i}l:bcr:eseting at Frankfort, of which Dr. Julius wrote in i;xs
letter, the discussion of this question resulted in the expression o ?
decided preference for the Separate system. The proceedings ©

?'H.
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that meeting will not be uninteresting to the Association, and an
account of them is here inserted.

DrrLiN, 22d October, 1846,

The mentioned Congress has been held, on the 28th, 29th and 30th Septem-
ber, at_Frankfort; and its results having surpassed my most sanguine expecta-
tions, 1 send them, (in French,) herewith inclosed. You will find that we
counted seventy-five members, whereof forty-six were Germans, and twenty-
nine foreigners; among whom there were six Enulishmen, six Frenchmen, si
Swedes und Norwegians, five Dutchmen, two Suwiss, und one from Eelginm.
Denmark, Poland, and the United States, (Mr. Dwight) Among the Gi
mans, there were eight judges or presidents of tribunals, seven professors of
law at the univexsities, six superintendents of prisons, five chaplains of prisous,
six physicians, five advocates, four members of legislative bodies, etc.  From
abroad, we saw in this Congress four chiefs of the administration of prisors by
governments, three inspectors-gen: of pris: some presidents or secretaries
of prisor societies, three prison architects, four editors of prison journals, and on
the whole a mass of deep and thorough acqg ce with all subjects relating to
penzal law and prison discipline, such as never before has been concentrated on
one spot. The lights brought together could only illuminate all around them.,
and build a fire and kindle a flame brightening not merely those standing by it,
but likewise the whola civilized world, on both sides of the Atlantic.

The eight resolutions, seven of which were carried vearly unanimously. and
one (the fourth) with a very great majority of more than two-thirds of the
assembly, are contained in the inclosed paper.

Next year we shall meet about the same time, at Brussels; and 1 *hope we
shall see you there, with some other Americans. Ali the debates of the meet-
ing will be immediately printed, in two editions—one in German, the other i
French. As soon us the French edition comes out, I shull send it to you.

The moral impression made by the debates, and the resolutions of the Con-
gress, in Germany, is immense; and I trust it will be the same in America, as
soon as you shall make it known.

This Congress may be regarded not only as an era in prison discipline, but in
civilization. ~ Such an assembiy of good and Jearned men, drawn together from
50 many nations, for an object so puve and philanthropic as the welfare of pris-
oners, is o welcome sign of the humanity of our age.

‘We present a translation of the resolutions adopted by the Congress. By
the Separate system is meant that system of prison discipline which separa’és
the prisoners absolutely from each other. It is substantially the system ot
Philadelphin. The opposite system is called the Congregate, or Socil. It is
substanially the system of Auburn.

RESOLUTIO
1. Persous suspected or nccused, that is hefore trial. shall nndergn separate or in
vidual imprisonment, so that there can be no kind of communication between them
and other prisoners, except where, vu the demand of the prisoners themselves, the
vates thivk per 1o allow them intercourse to a ceriain extent, within limits
mined by the law.
2. Persons convicted should in general undergo separate imprisonment, with the
g ions and mitigati: ded by the natare of their offences and sentences,
their character and conduet, in such a manner that each prisoner shall be occupied in
ssefal labor; that he shali enjoy daily exereise in the open a he shall partake of
sions. moral, and other instruction, and of religious exercises; that
larly the visits of a minister of his persuasion, of the director, of
the physician, and ‘of the members of the committees of inspection,—besides other
visits which may be allowed by the rules of the prison.
ding resolution shall apply especially to imprisonment for short terms

4. Beparate impri shall be equally i o0 d

for a long term;
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itigati patibl with the i of

bining with it all the prog)
the principle of separation.

5. When the bodily or mental health of a prisoner shall re uire it, the government
of the prison can submit the fprisol]er 1o such treatment as shall be judged proper, and
even allow him the solace o constant society ; without, however, in this case, allowing
him to meet other prisoners.

6. The separate prisons should be constructed s0 that each prisoner can be present
at dho religions exercises, secing and licuring tho officiating clergyman, and being seen
by him, but “without interfering with the fundamental principle of the separation of the
prisoners from each other.

7. The substitution of the p ist of separate impri for the punish
of imprisonment in common (the Congregate aystem) should have, as an immediate
consequence, the shortening of the terms of imp i t, as they are ined by
existing codes.

8, The revision of penal legislation, the organization by law of an inspector of prisons,
and of committees of overseers, and the blish t of a board of p for dis-
harged convicts, should be consid d as an indisp of peni reforma.

Note—The resolutions 1 to 3, and 5 t0 8, wero passed unanimously, or nearly so;
the dth resolution was passed by a very strong ‘majority-

ble part

1t does not appear whether the idea was there entertained or dis-
cussed that a system, better than either, could not be formed out
of a union of the two, nor how far the harshness, which had char-
acterized the Auburn system, had tended to produce the conclusion
arrived at.

The Executive Committee do not propose in this place to discuss
the former point. Time, and the result of the experiments nOW be-
ing tried, will lead to a conclusion far more satisfactory than any
mere speculation. But to pause a moment on the latter topic will
be alike interesting and profitable. For we may, from the contem-
plation, not only learn the causes of the decline of the system which
originated in our State, but we may obtain a salutaxy admo-
nition as to the necessity of constant vigilance to prevent the re-
currence of cruelties which might challenge the competition of the
Spanish Inquisition in its worst days.

The relation of a few well-authenticated cases will be sufficient
to teach the desired lesson, while they will add to our report all
the gloom which can well be afforded.

On one occasion, some idle writing was discovered on a door in
one of the work-shops, and the keeper in charge attempted to dis-
cover the author of it. After two or three futile attempts, he
announced to his gang of about fifty men, that if the writing
appeared again he would whip every man in his shop, until he
found the guilty one. Ina short time the writing did appear again
and he put his ‘merciless threat into cxecution. One after the other

of the gang was brought up in the presence of the whole, stripped,
and flogged his twelve lashes, antil twenty-two of them received
- sifhe infliction, when one of those yet untouched, innocent of the
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;éxenccy v;'xth a generous devotion that would have immortalized
r: on the Rio Grande, confessed himself to be the offender, in
cder 10 ar “ y <
or L’ilﬁ »{‘u rest ¢ the progress of cruelty,” received his share of’the
punis )m\:lyll, and terminated this revolting scene
WQI!) ?Ln()fﬂjr instance a prisoner complained of want of food. He
cmsvfm 1111 tgstr}ous, faithful fellow, and his immediate overseer
nwvinced that from weakness he co ¥
uld not do a day’s k.
several vain efforts to pri e  dfer
2 procure more food for him, mad:
sever: efforts to , made a repre-
Whﬂz 1}(:: :;;{:he t1:vrmc;i{p.1l keeper. That officer spoke to the pl‘iSOlI)lel'
e he was at work, with a hammer in hi ;
g : 1 is hand.  As was usu;
}Ilv‘secfn“m r?llsed his hand with a respectful salute to his oiﬁc::y
keeper chose, however, to const; it i ,
| ¢ ) rue it into an assault upon
}gm} zn:d. hehsn uck the convict with his fist in the face, and v{‘)ith
his foot in the groin. He then beat hi dw
his fo ; im over the head with
foot iron rule, till he broke it.  H e hard
. e then struck him with
wood handle of a stone-ha ill, in hi e s ot
00 -hammer, till, in his i i
prood handic of s > till, passion, it flew out of
N assaulted him with a h ; i
s hnd. Bo ne ! eavy stone-ax, which,
g ested from his hand b; ,
the under offi
then caused the r % e ety
s poor fellow to be stripped, and i i
¢ ] , and to receive thirty-
:.llé(mlz:lshves on his bare back that day, and the same number t}):e
€ ay 3 and for weeks after the wretched man was confined
his_bed in the hospital. nedie
The following instance is related to us by an eye-witness, whose
Y 7

character and standing in society leav 0 as 10 1ts accu-
; :
ot leave no doubt as to its accu:

«A i
pmont 1anléllt;a hom}‘)-or}x)ehevenmgl had occasion to pass through the
S 5 en, which has a stone pavement.

I ! i k 2 . always cold and
priss ; 4 ¥ and wet
Thite‘fve-mng, being washed off just before closing the prison
nak.ed,ag in Fhe fall or early part of winter. There I bcheldz;
o 5 'macmted lunatie, resembling very much an anatomical
preparation, standing in the midst, on this cold pavement. near(a

lar, PV Oir™ i
h:sg:c'stone ;eseno‘r‘ of cold spring water. The principal keeper,
eé‘on]:; an lan assistant keeper, were making a last despnrpat:)
themse}sm? the nervous stamina of this poor wretch, to satisfy
e fe.s a_nd ?ther§ whether or not he had been for several
o :jlgmng llnsamty to get rid of work, and during which time
tors. withm::!' d:uly' encountered some of these suspicious tormen-
o mormene ex;‘I ‘.V}l‘ﬂlps, cold water, strait jackets, etc. etc. All to
. e i
o] ad never shown the least evidence of returning
6 Th :
e assistant ke;per stood before him, holding a bucket of
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cold water inclined and resting on his knee. Wit the other hand
he was throwing water with a pint-cup into the convict’s face, with
all the force and dexterity in his power. The poor wretch was
grasping and struggling violently for breath, and turning his face
from side to side, to gain if possible a brief space io inhale a breath.
In this, however, he was often thwarted by the dexterous side-
throws of this fiend of hell. He was so nearly suffocated that his
face and neck became purple, or a kind of lead color, and his eye-
balls were forced from their sockets to a frightful extent. From
the other two of this trio he occasionally received a full bucket of
this cold water dashed over his whole body, his whole frame
shaking violently from the chill ; bui the poor creature could utter
no complaint; it was not in his power to sead forth even a shrick,
much less to speak. [interceded, and after a few minutes they
desisted, put on him his tattered shirt. and stowed him away under
the stairs, enveloped in two or threc half-wet old blankets, to enjoy
the reaction, if indeed there was enough of vital heat left in his
mortal body to produce it. I belicve tie poer fellow received no
farther punishment for the crime of being deprived of his reason,
but he was soon after taken to the hospitol, in an incurable stage
of the consumption, where he lingered a few months and died an
idiot. He was the only son of a widowed mother, a youth of
about 21 yeurs of aze” [

The Committes will not attempt to disguise the exquisite pain it
inflicts upon them to be obliged, in the dis ge of their duty, to
dwell even for a moment on such incidents. and willingly would
they forego the task of recording them. But they have occurred
in our own State, at no distant period, and are but single instances
out of many of a similar character which already have happened
and may happen again.

1f the sentiments avowed by a committee of our House of Assem-
bly last year—viz., “ Reformation is not necessarily any part of
punishment”—are most consonant to the principles of our religion
and the teachings of wisdom, then these practices may be all right.
and the sooner we return to those times when ¢ men were stoned—
were sawn asunder—were slain with the sword—wandercd about
in sheep and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented,”—aad
the sooner the world becomes converted into a vast scaffold, sur-
rounded by guards and crowded with executioners and victims,
the better. If, however, it is a legitimate purpose of human laws
to prevent as well as to punish the perpetration of crimes, and if
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wisdom teaches us that this can be done as well by reclaiming the
erring as by terrifying the hardened, then it may indeed be well
that some watchman should stand upon the outer wall to give us
warning of the approach of a foe, who proclaims, in his advance,
that he comes to deter man from his evil ways by hardening his
heart, by stupifying his moral sensibilities, and by arming within
him all the baser passions of his nature.

Fortunately, with the spread of intelligence. juster views are
obtaining in regard to the ends and purposes as well as the effects
of penal inflictions ; and experience is demonstrating that as the
law of the mind is stronger within us than the law of the mem-
bers, so that education and training is most valuable, whether to
the youth or to the criminal, which addresses itself rather to the
moral than the physical nature of man.  And the Executive Com-
niittee rejoice that they have it in their power to announce that
views so just and wise are now predominant in all the State
prisons of this State. The reign of cruelty seems to have passed
away. The instances which have been related are rather charac-
teristic of the past than the present, and they are given here so
that we may be warned from what has been of what again may
be. A very great change has taken place in the government of
ow State prisons, in this regard, within the last three years. The
Cliaton Prison has from its foundation been thus well and wisely |
governed. At Sing Sing, where, three years since, nearly 100
blows a day were struck, and where the whipping-post was never
dry, wecks and even months now elapse without a blow. In
Aubarn o similar spirit now prevails; the infliction of corporal
punishment is becoming more infrequent; and he is now justly
regarded as the best officer who has permitted nearly a year to
pass away without resorting to it.

Aside from all considerations of humanity, this state of things is
vnlr@ﬂe, as redeeming our system of prison discipline from its
factitious character of harshness, and as affording an opening
prospect of the time when cur penitentiaries will cease to throw
their cruel inflictions in the way of reclaiming the tempted, and
reforming the aggressor.

There is onc evil which attaches to both systems, though to a
far greater extent in the Auburn plan,* which can be very much

Pr . . .

. 1t is almost as improper to suppose in the Separate system, that the prisoners do not
io:ne to know each other, as it is in the Silent system to pretend that they have no
mtercourse. We have been told by persons who have suffered confinement in Penn-
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modified by the operations of such societies as this. The evil
alluded to, is that of the convicts recognizing each other after their
discharge. 'This has cavsed many an imbecile man to fall again
as the unwilling tocl, or under the commanding influence, of some
more bold and obdurate offender. The power of these bad over
these weak men is derived entirely from an effort of the latter to
conceal their fall, and to hide their disgrace from the world. Many
of them are driven to this concealment from sheer necessity, from
the fact that having no friends to aid them in their new start, the
announcement that they are just from a State prison is an absolute
bar to their obtaining employment. And when, under this disguise,
they begin the world again, and are discovered by their old
ciates in the prison, they are extorted from, preyed upon, and fin ly
used by them, under the threat that their former misfortane shall
be disclosed to their new acquaintance. MM. Tocqueville and
Beaumont, in their report to the French government, dwelt very
onuch on this consideration, and they relate some strong and affect-
,ing instances.

The observation of the Executive Committee satisfies them that
this is not an inevitable evil. Tts cause can be removed, and thus
many of these disastrous consequences be obviated. The difficulty

*» arises chiefly from the fact that the convict makes his start with a
lie in his mouth—not perhaps the lie of expressio falsi, but at least
that of suppressio veri. Hence his danger. It is the invariable
practice of the Executive Committee when they obtain employment
for a man, to tell the whole truth, and always to advise their sub-
jects to do so likewise, and they are assured by us, that if begin-
ning in this way they will conduct themseclves well, they will find
in this Association powerful friends, able and willing to protect
them against all the arts of their former associates in crime, or
their acquaintances in prison.

The propriety of this course and its practical operation will be
most forcibly portrayed, perhaps, by an account of a person who
has been a protégé of the Association since its first organization,
and of one of its members before that.

sylvania prisons, that they learn to know each others’ voices, forms, and even faces. so
that though strangers before their commitment, they have recognized each other after
their discharge. And so, on the Auburn plan, utter abstinence from conversation is
impossible, We have been assured by an adroit rogue in the Sing Sing Prison, that he
could at all times send a message to an acquaintance and get an answer in twelve hours:
and that to an entire stranger, whom he had never seen, and who had just been com-
wmitted, he could do the same thing in three days.

fff. /
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The young man had committed a crime, and after serving out
his time had determined to lead an honest life. He was capable,
and had a good education, and soon obtained a situation. He was
advised to let his employer know all the truth. It was hard to do
so—hard to proclaim his own infamy—hard to endanger a situa-
tion in which he could earn an honest livelihood, and demonstrate
the sincerity of his repentance. But he discharged the duty,
severe as was the trial, and in a few days applied to his friend,
with much anxiety, for comfort and support, saying that his
employers had not spoken to him on the subject, and he was
apprehensive, from their manner, that they would withdraw their
confidence from him. Such representations were made to them
that they did not discharge him: he continued with them for sev-
eral months, and with one of them attended the meeting at which
this Association was organized. After a while, finding that they
were disposed to take advantage of his dependent condition, he
was advised to leave them. He procured another situation, where.
he disclosed his condition on the outset. In his new place he was
regarded with suspicion, as was natural ; and his employer one
day missing an old watch that was lying round the store, had the
voung man arrested for stealing it, as it was found on his person.
He immediately sent for our agent, who patiently investigated the
case, and satisfied all concerned that the young man had enter-
tained no evil purpose, but, being of a mechanical turn, had
attempted to set the watch in motion, and was wearing it openly
in order to test the success of his attempts. He was discharge;i
from that complaint, and of course left a place where mutual con-
fidence could no longer exist. Having suffered so much from the
frankness of his disclosures thus far, he had not resolution enough
at his next place to repeat them. That was an excellent situaﬁgn,
and the Committee were sorry to learn in a few months that he
had lost it. Two of the Committee immediately waited upon the
house where he had been employed, and inquired into the cause
of his being discharged. They found that he had been capable
and faithful, and had given satisfaction except in one respect. It
had been observed that whenever he was not actually employed
at the counter he was keeping himself out of sight; and as they
could not account for this attempt at concealment, the suspicion‘s
of his employers were excited, and they discharged him. But
when they were made acquainted with his story, and learned that
that which they had thought suspicious had arisen solely from his
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anxiety to avoid his old associates, and to keep himseﬁlf l;lones;, 12:?;
regretted that he had not told them the whole truth, an : ¢ }:e
more, that they had discharged hx}ﬂ. I was too late to I‘;pitl e
evil, for they had already filled hx§ place, but, with an e‘n ig Zneto
and generous appreciation of his .character, they promise o
befriend him. They have kept their word. The young rrlnn {a
1now in a better situation than he has over been. . His ex}]pdoy ers
know all about him, and they trust him. _Hg is marrie t(;) la
female to whom also he disclosed his fall, and is hvu}g. comforta _;I
and respectably.  He is in no danger froma recognition by z}l]nyho
his fellow-prisoners. During his threc years ‘of probnt{o}x;x', o ds.s
earned for himself friends and a character, which rend'el im in e-l
pendent cven of cor aid, and he has earned them amid trials m;lc
temptations which would have bowed many a strong man tov the
earth.  All this has cost the Association only 2 50 in money: y
This was buying the redemption of a fellow-creature very
Ch?il Ix’:r.mst not be supposed that this, though a strong and mar%;ed
casc, is a solitary onc of the kind. Others are .canstanﬂ“; oceur-
ring, demonstrating the same trath, a.nd developing an un Oref(;el;
advantage of our Society;&inb softemzig one of the most seriou
jecti o the Silent or Auburn system. .
Ob{iigi’;;t truth is presenting itself to us, too important not:t;)
receive a passing notice, in this connectlon.. Itis thxs——thazv& n;
very many of the prisoners in the State. prisons, thfa 1seven }',r (f);
their punishment may be said but to begm. on their re ea;e. Ci;]
most powerful propensity of our nature is the desire for so ;};)
intercourse on terms of equality with our {e}"ows‘. So lang ash‘ e
convict is in prison, neither his crime nor his _punxshmfexx% sink Bm:
below the level of those with whom he is daily associating. {u
on his coming out into the world it is far ot‘hervmse. 1I;Ie ;‘le;;
quently finds that his relatives, upon wb&')m his fall has rouhc.
disgrace, utterly cast him off. His acquaintances look u.};;n im
with distrust, and avoid him as one foully .comar‘mn’zyttcd; i hers, '1;
he passes by, point him outas a State-'pnson bird,” to be]: unnj
by all. If, abandoning his kindred, his home, and ail is eallf {
associations, he goes where he is unknown,‘ he. ﬁpds ‘hxmse m«-
stranger in a strange land, with few to tak('e him in in h(;s extr;te
ity, and none to trust or employ him. He is Vco.ndemne t‘; 211) o
which no sane mind can endure with equanimity—that o fe1 u%
solitary in the midst of a crowd. To such the advantage of o
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ociation is inconceivably great; for here, amid the intensity of
their trials, they may enjoy kindly encouragement and support—may
cxperionce sympathy with their sufferings, and cheering aid in their
sew walks of life.  Again is an instance invoked in illustration.
A young Irish girl, who in a fit of intoxication and recklessness
Liad stolen, had served out her time in State Prison, and on her
discharge had been taken into the family of a member of thig
Committee.  She was the creatnre of impulse.  Her perceptive
faculties were far stronger than her reflective, and it was not
decmed worth while to apprize her of the fate before her, as it was
not believed that she would readily appreciate it. It was well
known, however, that the hour would come when she would per-
ceive it, and that when it did come, it would be the trying moment
of her life. She was therefore carefully regarded to see that its
advent was not disastrous, and its circumstances controlled as far
as possible for good. For a while she was exceedingly happy and
joyous, until after a lapse of two or three weeks, the person in
whose service she was, returned to his home at a late hour one
evening, and was apprized that she had been in tears most of the
day, and had gone to bed sick. The family had an interview with
her, and she related the cause of her emotion, She had observed
that as she was about the house, whenever she came in sight” or
went anywheve in the neighborhood, she was stared at by the
people. This annoyed her, and excited some suspicions in her
mind, which, however, in her hilarity, she immediately dismissed,
until on that day she had been sent to a store on an errand, and
bad been rudely accosted by the keeper of it as one from State
Prison.  This for the first time brought home to her a sensc of her
fallen condition. She declared she would go far off; among per-
sons who had never heard of her before. When reminded that
she had not the means to do 50, and even if she had she would yet
be without friends and with no one to trust her, she threatened her
own life, and in the bitterness of her sorrow regretted thatshe had
ever left the State Prison, for she “had never suffered so there.”
She was consoled and soothed, and remained in the family two or
threc months longer, but she never recovered her cheerfulness.
She seemed always weighed down by the consciousness of shame,
and the thought that everybody looked upon her with distrust.
EHer husband, who had cast her off, was finally réconciled to her,
and théy removed to one of the western States, and thus it is
hoped that she, too, was saved.
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Neither is this a solitary instance; and while it tc_achgs us "}?.att
the punishment of the convictec:l fglon does not er_]d \’Vltfh his 1mfp:tll:
onment, it opens to the Association a strong view 0! df)m; o.
features of the interesting duty they have assumed to discharge.

A document has lately fallen under th_e obsf:rvauon. of thg 01;)‘?
mittee, which shows that the idea on thch. this Association 1; ul‘;
was entertained over forty years ago. It isa letter from E vlvar :
Livingston, then Mayor of New York, and is inserted helA'e, at veai
as an interesting record of the past, showing how coming cvents

cast their shadows before.
New York, January 1st, 1803.

i ing y Sock interesting sub-
.1 take the liberty of addressing your Society on \.’ery ing
ieft‘?n which I have thought their ;genc}i necess:}l;y ::'n I[l‘l 3;1':1::“;“-; ;(Zﬁ;t},::‘c'i
i r rt, 1 mean the 3 b 3
i am sure they have very much at heart, . - of the poor.
iminuti istre tly, of the crimes to whicl
the diminution of distress, and, consequen| by, o e e rveble. ol ago.
The alms-house of this city affords a comfor ylu r foelle ol sge
it te of orphan infancy ; but there o
casual debility, and the unprotected staf ! ! o
i lief, and who would feel a reluctanc
other class to whom it affords no relief, " Ad feel a rolactnes
i it if they were certain of success. on wi lily p e
fipnglll&ulgg tfsrt];to;e wh’;, capable of suppmﬁtmgf them;;e]ves bty t\udelra:aeb?;s‘;smf;z:;
i i it of employment, an g
thrown, by particular circumstances, oud e O e appropriatad
either to suffer the evils of want or to draw 0] b PR d appropriated
lass is composed, 1st. strangers ing
o o an it it ‘who, from the effects of sickness
first months after their arrival. 2d. Of citizens o e e or.
-, have lost their usual employment. . )
;1:::?3‘; :;ls:gn:gapable of labor. 4th. Of discharged or pardoned convicts from
e e i loyment and a com-
eans in our power We can give constant employ; -
fe Ifb‘;y :\‘llgs;:teuce to this description of our fellow-creatures, we shall not ogl)!
v l;id by the ble reflecti inseparable from every good action, bu
lt);ergslowigg important benefits will result to the community of which we are
mefl"z!l:;rs.’l‘he total destruction of mendicity—sdver{ nyp]ticar‘si!; gozt,pﬁivff‘fn'c\glaeﬂz
i directed where to H ab
would, if capable of labor, be at once ] Snd e o
i i be maintained in the alms-house; or if reduced by ¥
A A ished, ved in the house of correction.
idleness, have those habits punished, or remo 1 oS o e and
. The prevention of those crimes which arise 1ro ene: Y
wa‘?:evfmgliogt‘ u? l.lga hardened offenders, who t,«:;fyﬁnr pre‘g: ;g;e?sfg;;):g
i i nce c .
commenced their career of crimes by some peity ofiel ommited o o
ived in the vacant hour of idleness; by striking at the 0
gec:;:ﬁ‘gmnlysswp those first approaches fo criminality, the steps of wL}}l‘x;I:
it is so difficult to retread, and diminish r,l:; n:mbe}"of &‘n?szrw;:)p;:;:;eaizm o
h A tiachon P tho , .
s B e e n the Stats Prison. The offer, too, of constant employ and
competent wages will take away ufne great pretence which idleness ust
i ibutions on the charitable. ! )
Iay%lgiﬁn‘:bt‘gi‘r?very jmportant consequence ‘v;vouldsl;e the r%setlr:’x;u;l;s og ;x:;sr
¢ it k by misfortune
an unfortunate citizen who had been sun! ] former
ing i i ly ordered that poverty is so generally
standing in society. It has been wisely Ity o 80 oo e
of laziness and vice, that we are apt to conclude f X
(f:::;e?t\{egcnz the world frequently refuses its support to unmerited dwtres&eﬁ'::‘
o Jden. that it has been produced by indolence or crime.  But if ;ve can effeo
our plan, the line will be clearly drawn; private charity, in the few case!
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will be left for its exercise, will be in no danger of imposition; and the truly
deserving, by a little timely aid, will recover from the effects of a temporary
depression, and add, by their labors, to the public stock of wealth, instead of
iminishing it by ibuti either as di or felons.

Fourth. An effort no less salutery and interesting will proceed from the em-
ployment of the icts—disct d either by parden or the expiration of their
time of service—from the State Prison.

This institution in its infancy had many, and still has some prejudices to con-
tend with. Its object is to reform as well as punish the criminal—to prevent,
not to avenge, the crime.

It is a great, I had almost said a god-like, experiment, worthy of the free
country in which it is made, honorable to the men who planned, and highly
creditable to those who conduct it. Its progress is regarded with an interest
running into anxiety, by the friends of humanity in every quarter of the world;
and its failure, from whatever cause, will check the spirit of improvement that
suggested it, and restere the ancicat bisody code with all its horrors. But it
must be evident that nothing will tend so inuch to defeat its principal object of
reformation, and at the same time endanger the security of the city in which it
is placed, as the sitnation in which those who have undergone the sentence of
the law now stand at the time of their discharge. 'The odium justly attached
o the crime, is continued to the culprit after he has suffered its penalty, and he
is restored to society, but prejudice repels him from its bosom ; he has ac-
quired the skill, and has the inclination to provide honestly for his support; years
of penitence and labor have wiped away his crime and given him habits of in-
dustry, and skill to direct them; but no means are provided for their exertion.
He has no capital of his own, and that of others will not be intrusted to him.
He is not permitted to labor ; he dare not beg; and he is forced for subsistence
to plunge anew into the same crimes—to suffer the same punishment he has
Just undergone—or, perhaps, with more caution aud sddress to escape it.

Thus the institution, instead of diminishing, may increase the number of
offences ; and this partial defect, so easily remedied, may ruin the system, and
put 2 stop to the fairest experiment ever made in favor of humanity. ~Whereas,
if these dispositions to industry and temperance, acquired in the solitude of im-
prisonment, are fostered by attention, and rewarded by a decent subsistence,
everything may be hoped from the effect of a plan so admirably caleulated to
stop the progress of criminality and vice.

These are some of the most prominent effecs of a system that will be efficient
% give employment to the different classes I have deseribed.

There are others no less obvious, which will not come within the limits of this”
communication to detail, but which cannot escape your attention. I hasten,
therefore, to give the outline of the plan I have imagined might produce them.

T propose, first, that a committee of three persons should be appointed by
the society, out of each of those branches of mechanic arts which are carried
on in work-shops, such as cordwainers, smiths, etc. .

That this committee should open a public shop, at which any tradesman in
that branch, out of employ, might be sure of finding work ; the work-shop to
?7_8 under the direction of an overseer, who should receive a stipulated sum for
his a ‘ention, and hold his appeintment at the will of the committee.

That the committeo should make all purchases of raw materials, and super-
intend the sale of the manufactures; and that a_proper sum should be loaned
for that purpose by the corporation of the city ; for the due application of which
the ittoe should be ible, but not for inevitable loss.

‘That an office should be opened at which all carpenters, masons, and trades-
men of other descriptions, who work abroad, might leave their names when
they are in want of workmen or laborers, and to which persons of that descrip-
tion might have recourse when out of employ.

'hat the rate of wages given by this institution should be —— per cent. less

9
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than is usually given to workmen of equal abilities; and that, whenever practi
toble, the labor should be paid for by mensurement, OF by the piece.

In aid of this a large working-room should be aunexed to the alms-house,
under the direction of the corporation, in which women and children might be
employed in labor suited to their strength, where food might be prepared for
them at a cheap rate, and where the children might receive the advantage of
some education in the school belonging to that establishment.

This is a sketeh of the plan which presented itself to my mind as one that
would probably effect the objects I have detailed. Many parts of it may, per-
haps, be changed for the better, and other valugble idens suggested, in case you
should think proper to appoint a committee to confer with me on the subject.

A general establishment, under the corporation, would seem to present many
advantages over the one now offoreds bosides the difficulty of raising 2
fund sufficient for its support, it “would have the disadvantage of creating au
interest which might sometimes be supposed injurious to that ‘of the mechanic,
Who avorks only on his own small capital -—whereas this, being under the
superintendence of the Mechanic Society, could never give rise to any such
prejudice.

aving mentioned tho co-operation of the Common Councit of the city, 1 must
ot b terotood as speaking their sontiments, or in any wise pledging them
to countenance the plan. It has not yet been mentioned at the board, and wilt
receive no further encouragement from them than, on discussion, its merits
shall be found to warrant.
1 am, Sir, with respect,
Your obedient servant,

DISCHARGED CONVICTS.

The operations of the Association in this department have con-
tinued to be eminently satisfactory and encouraging. [t was never
expected that all to whom we extended our aid should reform, and
we always calculated that some of our fondest and most sanguine
anticipations would not be realized. But we never calculated
upon the success which has actually attended our efforts. Out of
273 male recipients of our bounty, in the course of two years, only
five have yet returned to State Prison!

The whole number of discharged convicts relieved by the Asso-
ciation, since its institution, has been—

Males, . . . B . . 273
Females, .

Employment obtained for—males,
do. do. females,

Returned to their families—males,
do. do. females,
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Received good accounts from—males, . 71
do. do. females, 65

. — 1
Fallen back into crime, males, . 8 *

do. do. females, . 49
] 4 — 57
} The desu?utev condition in which convicts are often left whe
dxsclmrged from prison, is not only an incentive, but frequentl .
actu(ul impulsion into crime. Those who are di’schar eg fromyt?\n
P;mtemiz).ry are more destitute than those from the Sgtate prison:
i\ané of them haye not money enough even to pay their stage
fure down to the city, and when they arrive among us, unless the
have friends who can relieve them, or can find sor;le one kjez
enough to trust-them with the means of living, or the mea nf
earning llt, they must of necessity starve or stoe’al‘ Why s;xlsu?d
We Wi r i i
e S;;::mt;? they find their way back again to prison, and that
Thovse discharged from our State prisons have been a little bet.
ter.oﬂ. Each did receive a pittance of $3, so that he ot
obliged the first thing to steal for a subsistenc,e. s not
m’]l; hebhei‘s}amre 'lz\st winter, in its wisdom, enlarged that pit-
nce by a ding to it thre? cents a mile, for the distance from the
p;lsgn ‘to the place of trial. But, by an erroncous construction
of the statqte, it has been made to add to the destitution of the di
chal‘ged prisoners. It has been supposed that this allowan 13‘:
Z:leagf;;&s czl substitute for, not an addition to, the former a?lco\?v
ce of $3, an the agents of the State prisons have pai ison.
?;st;:fordmgly. So that in one case, at Auburn, a}r)nai,d(:zxf):;z(;:é
in that Z,Ol:}?;{; vrvehcoeigz;j z:) é‘axl?lly dl_n (zhio, and of course wished to
c 0 N ) 0 is discharge THREE CENTs !
1}1:;[ L};eé ;lnm.:ﬁte; of Slng Sing Pf-ison are from New York or %:got
‘;h]; ce[mxwtl ,b ylthjs construction, receive on his discharge ninety-
nne o sodet: egin ll;le yvoljld with, and, but for the interposition
o Wh‘}{! would be d.nven from dire necessity back again into
N (-HSCha;gz;‘i;}izr:x;‘::fr of Ins})e%t‘i]on ‘were at Auburn, a man
ily was in Wisconsin, and he i
Z:e::ncalgs (xlnofrle than a dollar to help him on his way.e l‘:;:: lv::,(:
o oo thate ! ; aon.' dYoung in years, he had early learned the *
i o s ]lg ex?d unprofitable to sin, and he went forth
o o t;ﬂ:z‘f wu: humble confessions of his guilt, and a
cform that only required encouragement to con-
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firm. But for our aid, he would have found himself stopped among
strangers on his return to his family, destitute of means, with no
one to aid or confide in him, and exposed to all the temptations of
want.

It was only late in the year that the Executive Committec were
apprized of this construction of the statute, and immediate steps
were taken to correct the error—with what success has not yet
been learned.

The importance of rendering to prisoners on their discharge—
and especially 1o those who have been confined in the State Prison
for a length of time—an adequate allowance, has been demonstrated
to us by a fact, to which this Committee arc not aware that atten-
tion has ever been drawn. The kind of life to which they are
subjected during confinement, and their plain and homely fare,
seem to unfit the convicts, directly on their discharge, for severe
fabor or exposure to the vicissitudes of the weather, and we have
had several cases in which those who were most anxious to work
hard and take care of themselves have been prostrated by sudden
and severe illness, and have had this'misfortune added to their state
of destitution. The number of such cases which have fallen under
our observation has drawn our attention to the subject, and has

satisfied us that in this fact is to be found an additional claim to
pur active exertions and fostering care.

So that, with the utter destitution which accompanies the prison-
ers discharged from the Penitentiary, and the partial destitution
and liability to sickness which accompanies those discharged from
our State prisons, a constant demand is, and will be, made upon

- the sympathies of the charitable and the humane.

“%  There is another topic interesting to the discharged convict, to
3 ~ which the attention of the Executive Committee has been recalled
*.$ by a recent oceurrence, that namely of “overstent.” A case will

be observed in the report of the Standing Committee on Discharged
.~ Convicts, in which a young man, on his discharge from Sing Sing,
received from the contractor for whom he had Jabored the con-
siderable sum of 857, which he had earned by working over his
usual stent. He was a young man of good education and fair pro-
mise, and this amount enabled him to start the world again under
favorable auspices, and advantageously to begin the career which
was to build up for him a new character.
If such could always be the cases in which overstent should be
allowed, many of the objections to it would be removed.
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The advantages of itti
. 28 ol permitiing overstent to be |
es . earned a; -
;;;ogj, Ztuttt:e o_bjehctlons to it, under the Auburn system, hav;i:et;
€al, that it has only occasionall ’
g h ] y been allowed—.
th%q, mt?el connived at than openly sanctioned eimand even
. ;10 ;_ these objt{ctions is, that it materially alters the punish
: nt in 1iteddfor crimes committed. One feature of that puni h.
nent is, that during the contj i e
g muance of his sentence, th, i
( 4 i e co
ts}l:g]i labor \;nth;mthremuneruhon, thus wilhdrawing ﬁ:om himnvtftt): :
vrong that he has committed, th, i ows
o rong. h > the usual reward which follows
performed by the honest, a i
! per Y , and compelling hi i
.vuthout the relief of the incentive which accomp ios volmtaes
o panies voluntary
Another objection is
, that an accumulation i
A of a fund di i
p‘mumnent would afford to the dissolute the means, l:irmg the
wﬁeak 'the temptation, to ind i i 5 and til:in th e
viet, like the sailor after the igues and confinement of Z ]COD-
voys v is di
Stril:ge,p? ould,_(;n }}lns discharge, have the power of yielding to i?)e
Tong propensity he would be likely to f i i i
sions, and thus again speedily fall, o feelof indulging s pas-
tthhere is still a‘u_other objection, which, however, is peculiar to
wnu&ragcxcec b('ufdinrmg out the labor of convicts, namely, that it
irth to a combination of int b
tractor and the convict, i gty e oo
otor 2 » which would be an isti i
be injurious, to sound discipline. rgenistical and might
These. objections, though serious,
stent might be allowed and becos
;"tnd “ilﬁely regulated. ed,
nd wisely. ver as a
me;:ls lcl.t[h;.w been, by two principles—that force wag ,the o:lr;
vernment, and that all were to b i
. \ A : e treated alike. I
gnxcs;n:; ct(l)lnducted upon the ideas that man is constituted in re(Zra
€ supremacy of his moral part is ani ;
o acy part over his animal, and th;
“'Orl?ic{;:xstgaﬁ bbed Is 4s extravagant in the moral as in th(; physic::
o ,bmm;i Ot ecome Fml)t merely an effective Weapon of govern.
nent, a powerful instru i A
ton of the e ment of working out the reforma-
To effect this object, however,
must be made.

if properly

B

a just and prudent discrimination

or in cases’
submitting the
e offender may
mmitted to the
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supreme power of the prison, to be exercised‘ in their discretion,
which discretion would be regulated by the circumstances of the
case, or by the behavior and temperament of each prisoner.

This would necessarily require in the officers of the prison a
more jatimate knowledge of the peculiar charac_tcr of each man in
it than has ever yet been deemed necessary, while all our o?servg-
tion teaches us that a prison is well or ill governed precisely in
proportion to the extent of this knowledge.* .

To the hardened and confirmed offender; to him who has' been
convicted more than once; to him who is intractable or disobe-
dient in prison; and to him whose c':rime was. rfmrked ‘by som@i
strong feature of atrocity or depravny! the.pnwlege'mlght wel
be denied. But to the young novice in crime; to him who has
yielded to sudden temptation and fallen; to him who behaves well
in prison; and to all, in fine, of whom any v_vell-grognded hopes
of reformation might be entertained, the privilege might well be
granted. . .

It would be difficult for courts to exercise this power, becfu.xse
of their want of opportunity to learn the character and disposition
of the criminal, but it could easily be exercised by the (‘)f?iccrs of
the prison, who might be aided in their judgmen‘% by recelvmg'fr'om
the courts a statement of the evidence on which the conviction
might be founded.} .

These suggestions are made in this place, not because: the Exep«
tive Commiitee have themselves arrived at any definite conclu-
sion in the matter, or have any digested plan to propose, but rather
with a view of soliciting attention to, and di§cussion upon, a sub-

ject that may materially improve the condition of the discharged
prisoner, and aid him in his attempts at reform.

* This is, doubless, the secret of the extraordinary success which has attended f‘"’
government of the Female Prison at Sing Sing; success which has attracted attention
already in Europe. ) o

W ore indobted for tis thought to the inspectors of the Sing Sing Prison, wht;

- suggest the importance of this evidence in all cases, in teferencel to the treatment of
. the prisoners. It is a wise suggestion, and entitled to consideration.
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FEMALE DEPARTMENT.

The Female Department has, during the year, been conducted
very much to the satisfaction of the Executive Committee. Last
vear, during a period of six months, the namber of females
relieved was 107, and the expenses of the Home were over
$1500. During the year ending on the 18th November last, the
whole number received into the Home was 126, besides the 28
remaining at the beginning of the year, making a total of 154;
and the expenditures for the whole year have been $1445 92, a
part of which has been applied to furnishing the house ; certainly
a very economical administration of an establishment which, be-
sides two matrons who received salaries, contained an average
throughout the year of about 20 inmates.

It has been well said of the ladies who have charge of this de-
partment, that “ One could scarcely have expected to find the most
delicate and accomplished ladies, accustomed only to the society
of the pure and the refined, voluntarily relinquishing their private
oceupations, and zealously devoting so much money, time, thought,
and personal exertion to the offensive details of this most humane,
but in many instances, revolting undertaking.” The success
which hus attended their efforts shows how earnest has been their
devotion to their task.

Most of the inmates during the year have been subjects from
Blackwell’s Island, a class much more hopeless and unpromising
than those received from the State Prison, because of the contami-
nation to which they have been subjected at the Penitentiary.
Indeed, very few have been received from the State Prison, for
the reason that the government there has acquired so high a char-
acter, that the prisoners readily obtain employment immediately on
their discharge. It is far otherwise with the prisoners in the
Penitentiary. = All our observation teaches us that in most in-
stances they are more corrupt and depraved when they come out
than when they go into that prisor, and of course less worthy our
recommendation to situations. It requires a residence of some
time at the Home to overcome the effects of the evil influences
to which these females have been subjected by our city authorities.
Our expenses in this respect would be much lessened, and the
hecessity for keeping up the Home much weakened, if the female
department at the Penitentiary and City Prison was as well con.
ducted as it is in the State Prison, ‘What can one female, however
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gifted, do among the forty or fifty of her sex in the City Prison;
or two matrons, with the four or five hundred females, at the Pen-
itentiary ?  Their whole time would be occupied simply in attend-
ing the sick, and it would be idle to expect from them anything
like government, and much less any progress in reforming the
prisoners. This evil is a crying one—has existed some time, and
has frequently becn pointed out. Yet no steps are taken to cor-
rect it, and under the patronage of the public authorities, prostitu-
tion, depravity, and drunkenness continue to be sown broad cast
in the community, by means of the numerous females who are cor-
rupted and utterly ruined in the institutions under their immediate
government and exclusive control.

The Executive Committee, in thus closing their labors for the
year, and spreading the results before the Association, take the
occasion to remark, that they have never lost sight of the great
principle which lays at the very foundation of the Society—rHE
pREVENTION oF cRivE. To this end have all their means been
directed. To this purpose, all else that they have done, has been
but appurtenant.

1t is with this view that the evils of prisons of detention have
been searched out and exposed, so that the innocent and the novice
may not be hopelessly corrupted by contamination. With this
view, our prisons for punishment have been carefully examined,
and their government closely scanned, so that the reformation may
not be interrupted by crueity, and the convict may not by unne-
cessary harshness be rendered desperate and more wicked. With
this view have discharged prisoners been aided, that by timely
succor they may be encouraged thenceforth to lead honest lives.

And the success which has attended their efforts has been an

abundant reward for their labors.

By order of the Executive Comnittee,

J. W. EDMONDS, Chairman.

New Yorx, December 5th, 1846.

REPORT

OF THE

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

To THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE PRISON ASSOCIATION:—

With feelings of devout gratitude and thankfulness to God for the favor and
care vouchsafed to the Association under your charge, the Fivance Commnt-
TEE 0w present their second annual report.

Ml}?ough your Committee cannot say that the expectation of making larg
collections for the year has been fully realized, yet, taking into nccougm tﬁ:
embarrassed state of the commercial and manufacturing interests of the coun-
try, and the consequent depression and disuppointment in the business relations
of many of our most liberal and generous friends, we have great reason to be
lllE:[n‘}lifu}lL and feel satisfied that they have reached the amount we now present.

Caring (hs yout e b e oy 50

And the disbursements to be. .. ...

Leaving a balance 1y Torv. TREASURY of
A list of the se 1 d i i
e o veral donors, with the amounts contributed, also accompanies
ﬁil{,zl:err%ng to lh_e roports of the several committees of the Association, our
ends will perceivo in what manner and for what purposes the amounts so
gex;mus}y contributed by them have been appropriated during the year.

. he L_ommr'rsz oN DrTexNTIONS, whose duty is * to inquire into the causes
of _comummeut_of all persons detained for trial, or as witnesses, in any of the
vrisons of the Cities of New York and Brooklyn,” have an agent in daily attend-
anco at the several prisons for this purpose. -

His flxe.ry is submitted weekly to that i and all cases iring their
su!;:arvlsxon and care are immediately attended to.

his agent receives a sala z
ry of three hundred and sixty-;

arnun for the services rendered by him. nyive dullars per
. ’é‘he Prisox Discieune Comrrree—the duty of which is comprised
S“— er the full.c\Ymg general heads, viz.: ¢ Heglth—Reformation—F inancial
Ryslem——Adfn.xmstranon and Supervision—Comparison of Prison Systems and

eforms—Visitation.” This i is d of of intell
S::rfe and scientific attainments, whose services are voluntary, and who devote
C;r}r:y ‘;ud f;aquentli weeks, to the above objects, without remuneration, ex-

e reflection that they ere administeri iorati
mored o bt ihe ryN' ering to the comfort, melioration, and
10
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The DiscrarcED Coxviers CommrTee bave an office in Centre-street, and
an agent in constant attendance, who receives a salary of three hundred and
sizty-five dollars per annum.

To this office “all discharged prisoners may apply for aid and advice,” and
are relieved in the manner deemed best calculated to promote their future
prospects—by procuring employment—and, when necessary, in providing tools,
etc., to eanble them to work at their accustomed trades.

T'o this committee the largest appropristions are required to be made; be-
cause the most pressing cases are here made knowa to us, and most good is to
be done to the objects of our care.

In the assistance rendered by this i great jud and di
are exercised; and what is done is necessarily in a limited mauner, and only
considered as loans, to be returned when employment is obtained.

The FemaLE DEPARTMENT is composed of a committee of ladies, who have
charge of the * Homk,” where discharged female convicts may apply-~are
received and emplayed, until places can be procured for them.

The rent of the Home is paid by the A iation, and some app:
made when their means fall short of meeting the current expenses.

Very soon after the formation of this Association, it was deemed important
o obtain an act of incorporation from the Legis' ture of the State, giving au-
thority to visit and examiue prisons, and to obtain information from the officers
and keepers in relation to the government and discipline of those under their
charge. An application was consequently made to the Legislature two years
since, and a bill passed the House, but was defeated in the Senate.

This, at the time, was deemed matter of regret to all the members of
the Association; but a year’s experience was added to our knowledge of what
‘was necessary to enable us to carry out our plans of reformation and improve-
ment. Many persons, looking at the close connection between a want of
employment in some useful and profitable occupation, and a state of vagrancy
and crime, came to the conclusion that there was nothing conflicting in the
attewpl to unite and remedy the two objects.

‘We, thereforo, in making our application to the Legislature last winter, not
only obtained the act of incorpuration for vur Prison Association, which we had
previously asked for, but were clothed with ample power to establish & WoRk-
HOUSE, the general government and control of which is conferred on this Asso-
ciation. This, it is well known, has for years been loudly called for, and will,
therefore, commeod itself to the humane, charitable, and patriotic feelings of
every citizen—who is equally interested in the social, meral, aud religious im-
P of our rapidly-i i i

In the addition of this important measure of public utility to our original plan,
'we feel thet our claim to public support is much strenger than we could befors
present it; for while we are jnviting to our shores the destitute and oppressed
of all nations, and are constantly receiving the redundant population of the old
world, we cannot, with all our vigilance, guard against imposition, and we shall

continue to find, as we now do, unworthy emigrants thrown upon us; the vicious
to fill our prisons and penitentiaries ; the idle and dissefute to become inmates
of our alms-houses; end a heavy burden to support, unless we provide in time
some better places for their reception.
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Tho? subjfct o(: the establishment of 8 Work-rouse having been confided to a
cnmm}ttee ;:f this Association, they held several meetings in concert with a
from the « A iation for the I i

i ‘ of the i
Poor,” and the Coramissioner of the Alms—H‘t‘)use‘ o Condion of the
c Afte.r mature deliberation, and much labor in procuring information, this
ommittee have presented a Memorial to the Common Council, with estir’nates

of cost to support each subj it
ject, and a proposition to
management of it under their direction, ko tho solo chargo and

The result of their application,

and the views the Commen Council “ntertain

on the subject, will be made known to the public as soon as it is acted on by

the two Boards of Aldermen.
In the foregoing brief review,

ed their nttention, and the cloi

known.  Your C. i

the objects to which this Assaciation have direct-
ms they have responded to, aro generally made

with & d reliance ou the i
Y i 3 rotecting
care of a kind Providence, agan enter on the duties of another yenf, t'ms:iné

the past will be a sufficient guarantee that their exertions will not be relaxed

in procuring means to sustain the variou; j i
of B pong thean s objects which fall under the care

All which is respectfully submitted.

ISRAEL RUSSELL,

Chairman Finance Committee
New York, December 22, 1846,




REPORT
OF THE

COMMITTEE ON DETENTIONS.

Tae C i on D i pectfully present their second avnual
report.

They have endeavored, by frequent visits at the City Prison, and by constant
intercourse with their agent, to keep themselves advised of the matters requiring
their attention. The year has not been fruitless of good. Something has
been done for the relief of those in want; the rights of prisoners wrongfully
detained have been in some cases successfully vindicated ; and the feeble reso-
Iutions of reform in others have been strengthened.

They have by no means accomplished all that must be done to make our
houses of detention what simple justice and common humanity require that they
should be ; but they are becuming acquainted with the true condition of things,
and are more competent to point out the evils and abuses to the authorities who
roust apply the remedy. These evils and abuses are startling in their nurber
and their magnitude; they affect not the moral and physical well-being of the
prisoners only, but they diffuse their virus through the whole frame-work of
society. They must be thoroughly removed ; und for the accomplishment of
this good end, the Committee are willing yet to labor; not doubting that the
approving smiles of God's providence will continue to accompany their efforts,
and crown them with success.

The grand and fandamental error which seems to have been the parent of
the prolific ovils that so painfully arrest our attention, consists in a misconcep-
tion of the true social position of these under detention for trial. In the eye of
the law they are not guilly. 'The stigma of guilt ought not to attach to a man's
pame until the solemn rendition of their judgment by impartial triers of the
fact. The reasonable suspicion of guilt, while it justifies society in the first in-
stance in the adoption of due precautionary measures for the proper escertain-
ment of the truth, yet does not justify the infliction of pains and penalties in
anticipation of the verdict. From the present condition of things, however,
in our City Prison, one might be led to infer that the manifest absurdity that
the suspected man is a criminal, and may be treated as such, is here held to be
a well-settled truth. Here have been, in the course of time, hundreds of indi-
viduals, untried, perhaps innocent, ofttimes the victims of private malice, suf-
fering a worse fate, save as to its duration, than that of those duly tried and
condemned. In our prisons and penitentiaries proper, the attempt, or the sem-
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blance of an attempt at least, is made to prevent the moral contamination of in-
discriminate intercourse ; in our City Prison there is none, saving as to sex. In
the former, some provision is made by law for religious instruction; in the lat-
ter, men’s souls are not counted worth the caring for. In the former, hospitals
und attendants are provided for the sick; in the latter, they have been left to die
unnoticed in the horrors of a stone cell, of midnight hours, and of entire deser-
tion. In the former, employment is provided so that the mind is not left to
prey upon itself ; in the latter, utter idleness throws the heart’s door off its
hinges, and allows the tumultuary entrance of every gloomy, vindictive, and
debasing passion.

But it is not ouly those suspected of crime, on whom these evils are here visit-
ed. The indiscreet, the unfortunate, and the ignorant, are the victims likewise
of these perverted views ‘of the administration of justice. The youthful appren-
tice, locked up, it may be, at the instance of a heedless or hard-hearted master ;
the vietim of mi driven to the ity of craving bread from the pub-
lic; and the emigrant from a people of strange tongue, fleeced of his last copper
hy the harpies who have tracked him ever since he first stepped upon our
shores; these, and mauny others, whose cases are like in hardship, are here
subjected to the infectious ordeal of unrestrained association with old felons de-
iected in new crimes, and made to suffer the evils of an incarceration ten-fold
worse than that visited upon those duly convicted and sentenced for punish-
ment.

But apart from the injustice thus done to the individual, society pays the
penalty of its own wrong, by thus training up multitudes to the commission of
the very deeds which it professes to punish. Men, who ought to have been sent
forth into the world, freed not only from the suspicion of guilt, but made wiser
to avoid even the appearance of evil, leave tiiese scenes of wrong and wretched-
aess, with hearts rendered callous 8s to and reckless as to the
means of sating their vengeance against society. °

The public welfare, then, as well as the individual right. requires that our
Louses of detention should provide,—

Ist. For the p of every one d to them for exam-
ination and trial from other prisoners. If innocent, he would thus be saved not
only from their contaminating association, but even from their recognition. On
his re-entrance into life, not being known to artful villains as a suspected individ-
ual, he would be less likely to be ensnared by their wiles. If guilty, his first
hgurs of imprisonment would be hours of reflection; especially if young in
crime, repentance might be awekened in him; shut off from the teachings of
those who but gather ¢ resolution from despair,” he may yield to the rebukes
of conscience, and becomes a wiser and a better man.

A rigid discrimination should likewise be enforced in relation to visitors. So
lax has been the practice in this respect in our City Prison, that all the oppor-
tunity which the most accomplished villain could desire, he has enjoyed, to
communicate freely with those under arrest; to arrange schemes of defence,
to continue projects of crime already begun ; and to sketch out new enterprises
Iu fraud, robbery, and violence, even within what ought to be & sanctuary of
justice. Not only se, individuals claiming right as counsel insist on free inter- ~
course with the prisoner. The sufferer, especially if he be a novice, grasps at
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the proffered aid. He gives money, if he has it; he parts with everything that
he can command of value, under the artfal and experienced instigation of these
hyenas of the profession. And having thus secured assistance, as ho thinks,
that will stand him in stead on his trial, he wakens to his delusion only when he
finds that the skill and learning of his self-imposed counsel extend no farther
than to the art of extracting the marrow from the bones of the carcass. At the
Gity Prison it is the practico of some of theso gontlemanly nuisances, having ob-
tained entrance by an order to visit a prisoner as counsel, to go from cell to
cell, talking to their occupants, and thus to spend entire days. Those unaccus-
tomed to prison life are their easiest victims.

The Committee are aware of the seeming inconsistency of urging the claims
of detained individuals to be treated as innocent in the eye of the law, and yet
insisting on the necessity of their separation in prison. But it is to be borne in
mind that the object of the confinementis to insure the ends of justice. These,
however, are broad in their character. And it is no less the duty of the state to
guard against the depravation of those within its complete control, than it is to
Secure that end by the ordinary action of the law on those enjoying absolute or
conditional liberty of person. The separation is designed for their good and the
public weal. In itself, rightly idered, it is neither p nor cruelty.
n regard to the class of persons ordinarily Jetained on the charge of crime, it
would be an act of true mercy.

Moreover, the right to detain at all carries with it the right to regulato the
mode of ion; the obligati ing the right to make it subserve
as well the best interests of the prisoners as of the public. Fortunately these
are consistent the one with the other; and it is for this common good that we
urge their isolation, unbroken and complete.

How needful this restriction is, will be at once understood when we look at
the admission of known prostitutes into the cells of the male prisoners. This
has not been an unusual occurrence since the erection of the present City Prison.

2nd. Employment of a useful and profitable character should be provided for
all under detention who are willing to work.

No properly regulated mind is satisfied with idleness. It is not an element
of our being. Even mere di ion or is mo i for well-di-
rected industry in awakening cheerfulness, or insuring contentment with one's
Jot. What then must be that man’s condition who is left for days, weeks, and
months, with absolutely nothing to do but to sleep, eat, brood over his wrongs
and wretchednoss, or hold converse with the abandoned and the depraved?
How can thinking, reasoning men sufler the existence of this evil from year to
year, count its victims by thousands, and yet take not one step towsrd its rem-
edy? Yet such has been the apathy of the authorities of our city in relation
to the inmates of the City Prison time out of mind. And this Association will
be waating in the duties imposed on it by the Legislature, if it fails to press this
point until the desired end is reached.

This forced idleness is unjust to the families of the detained. Not havingbeen
adjudgod guilty by the law, society has no right to deprive them or their families
of the avails of their labor. There is no plea of necessity to be interposed as 3

Justification for so doing; for work may be furnished them in confinement.
The pri: b I feel this i ly, and often plain to the
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men:bers of the Committee, that their families are suffering by their confine-
ment.

And it should not be forgotten that those whose claims we now present are
the extremely poor. Others can procure bail. They may thus continue their
proper avocations for the benefit of those dependent on them. But stene cells
are ﬁ?r the poor man, and starvation for his wife and children.

.IL is dom.lbtless true, that the labor of those under detention for trial cannot
with propriety be enforced. But those who are willing to work should have the
opportunity given them.

As to the right and duty of the city in relation to those confined for vagrancy
and petty n.)ffence& there can be no question. And that they may be profitabl;

ployed is the jud of the keepers tk who well d th’;
character of this class. One of the keepers of the City Prison recently remarked
to 2 member of this Committee, that he would gladly pay one dollar to the city
for every five-days prisoner, whose labor he might be permitted to control.

It is also certain that were hard labor introduced for those on short commit-
ments, their number would at once decrease. None fear work so much as the
drunkard and the confirmed idier. There are many such frequenters of the
Tombs, who are turned out on the fifth day but to be carted back the next.
The magistrates say that they have frequent requests from this class to be’
committed. The cases are numerous of males and females spending nearly

the whol i i i itentiary, i
ol :y :-yeu in the City Prison and Penitentiary, in terms of five, thirty, and

Compulsory lebor would be a i iovi ict
opeciies of s o cl:g::rlgn remedy for the thievish and vicious

The Committee have not considered this question in relation to witnesses;
partly beca.use v,hfay are unwilling to look to the continuance of a system whicl::
ra_gnrds this portion of the inmates of our City Prison as fit to be associated
with suspected criminals and confessed vagrants ; and partly because the argu-
‘me:t which deoca'tes th duty of the State to provide the opportunity for labor

(;‘ those chuged with crime, becomes demonstrative when applied to the case

of those detained merely to secure their testimony. They feel the hardshi
of %hxs state of things, and bitterly do they sometimes complain of it. S lp
their ery will not always be in vain. g
m;}rg; P;);fer medical Fne_ndanc.e should always be at hand. The physician of
1.0 N I\I;Iy ’:150“ lx;nakes it his business 'to call there daily, between the hours of
m:ces’sibl‘ an h2 .M., and at nyhar times as requested. But he is not always
acessl w::mex} :L:edev!. At night, especially, there is no one to astend to the
padden of the priseners, or to go for the physician. Else there would not
o h:;c:errences as that of the night of the 4th of May last, when a woman
oo bad en committed to one of the cells of the lower prison a short time
v o’clgc: ; :EmencedA about 8 o’clock screaming, violently calling for help, until
manging fmm:. morning, when she died! Her hands were found dreadfully
Pty es}t\ng at the door for help!” The woman was insane—whether

™ e use of llqll(:)l', or some other cause, could not be ascertained.
- r‘cnuvexrsamomnl; a kse!)er on such cases as this, he remarked to one of

it was ible to see to them ; that fr

from fifty to a hundred women under his charge in the night,eqa:;n;’h:ew‘::
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to every one who screamed or made 2 noise, he could not attend to the general
oversight of things!

The physician of the City Prison should be at all hours accessible : and if
the prison continue to be the receptacle for such large numbers, and such differ-
ent characters, he should be strictly resident. Cases are constantly occurring
which ought to have immediate attention, but, under the present system, lie
unnoticed for hours.

The physician of the City Prison seems to be responsible to no one for the
right discharge of his duties. He makes no report of them, and keeps no diary
or record of the cases. -

4th. Religious instruction should be provided by law for those under deten-
tion. The public duty in this respect is partially performed in relation to the
State prisons and our County Penitentiary. Are the souls of those entombed
in the City Prison less valuable? Ars these men and women less reclaimable ?
less sensible to right appeals to the heart and the conscience? Is society less
concerned in their moral renovation? Amazing is the apathy with which too
many look on this subject. The idea would seem to have taken possession of

the public mind that prisoners have no souls and no sensibilities. But those of
us who have been accustomed to witness the eager, fixed, and quiet attention
with which they listen not only to the eppeals of Christian love, but also to the
stern and faithful rebuke for their sius; those of us who have seen the *big,
unbidden tear” flow down the cheek furrowed by long-indulged passions,—well
know that there are sympathies there that can be touched, and consciences
there that respond to the right appeal.

There is no chaplain connected with the City Prison. On the afternoon of
every alterate Sabbath, there are religious services conducted by a number of
devoted Christian men. Their instructions, however, roach the ears of but
fow of the prisoners, owing to the construction of the building. Tkis difficulty,
however, is not insuperable.

Religious tracts are distributed once a month by the missionaries of the ward
in which the prison is located, to all the prisoners who cen read. But the good
thus done is comparatively limited; a very small portion of those who are in
the prison during the mouth receiving these messengers of mercy. 'This work
can only be perfc d effe iy by a haplai

1In his report for September, the agent of the Committee states, that on his
application, the New York City Bible Society had supplied all the cells (one
hundred and forty-eight) in the male department with Bibles, lettered on the
cover “ New York City Prison.” The prison has been supplied before, two or
three times; but the Bibles have been purloined, and probably sold. It is
hoped that the device of lettering the cavers, will prevent the theft of these now
provided. One of the deputy-keepers remarked, when these Bibles wero far-
uished, that the prisoners will not now have reason to complain as formerly,
« that they don’t know how to pass their time.”

The female department of the City Prison is visited every Sabbath morning
by a lady, now a member of the female department, of the Association, who has
for years been in the habit of meeting with the women, reading and explainiog
to them the Seri Oceasi they have p hing or add: from
visitors.
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Put Lowever well these duties may be performed by those who volunteer
i is not on them thut the public authorities ought to rely. Their
s to seo whether religious truth is not as effectual as stone walls and jron

bars in reforming men. .

The Committee have thus endeavored to show what onr houses of detention
ought to be.  They should not he common receptacles, as the City Prison now
for all descriptions of the unfortunate and the vile.

Here ave to be found, 1st. Those committed cn charg:

G es of vagrancy, and the
lowest grades of crimes, for periods of fron: five to thi

¢ dunys; 2nd. Murderers

>ntence of death; 3rd. Those committed for examination nnd trial; 4th.

wsed  prostitutes seeking admission 1o the Penitentiary  Hospital; 5th.

esses ynable to procure bail; Gth. Refr clory apprentices; 7th. Paupers

way to the Alms-House; fih. Lunaties destined for the City

9th. Emigrants without friends or money. What an assemblage

to be gatbered together wnler ote vosf in a Cheistian city! The truth

o be disguised that our City Prison is in no one feature what it should

for the purposes for whiclh it wus designed.

There cuit be no apology or justification for this indiscriminate gathering to-

I heterogenesus materials, Misfortune muy cleim u tear, Euz it

1f poverty #ppeals to us for aid, no law of God, or

our ‘own being, warrants us in auswering it with chains.  So it will

e diznee, that it is the veriest oppression towards soms of the classes

recified, thits o associate them with others suspected, and olhers again con-

vizied, of gross vices and erimes. N

Were such portions of the ordinary inmates of the City Prison as ou,

there, d ted elses . the present d apartments would

greatly relieved; and by propayly approprint e amount of waste

about the building and yards, a new and most desirable condition of things

© obtained with comparatively little expense. N

izere are a number of other matters connected with the City Prison, and the

: tration of eriminal justico in our city, that have received the attention of

lf‘,n Committee, and are too important to bo overlooked. Some of the ficts that
Tullow demaonstrate the correctness of the foregoing remarks.

ght not

AS TO WITNESSES.
%y be that the ends of justice and the well-heing of society require that
¥ be had for the appearance, when needed, of those whose testimo-
is essential in the i of the guilt or i of accused persons.

iete it can be given, bail seems to bo universally considered as a sufficient
antes for ay

e " It is a misfortune to the individual at least, if not
o snciety, that those least able to bear confinement are the very oves who
fave to endure it. Whether this can be remedied it is not perhaps the province
¢f ilis Committee to ingnive. Bat it is their duty to show what are the Lard-
S on individuals, of the present system. In connection with another branch
[owir inguiries, these hava alrendy been purtly exhibitod.

T i1e personal sufferings of this most unfortuuate class, whose sin seems to he
£1 eyes nnd ears, are seen in such cases ns these, taken from the

o the agent of this Committe Sept. 12. A middie-aged woman came
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0 the city an entire stanger.  Had lodgings given her at & house where her
Sundle of clothes was stolen during the night.  She complained at the Police
Office, seeking redress ; wns herself locked up ns & witness in the case, an 1has
now been in prison ten duys. Sept. 26. Was discharged by request of our
agent—the thief not having been arrested, nor her clothes found, and no ona
interesting himself for her. The agent well says, ** I cannot sce but that she
might have remnined in prison indefinitely, had not some visiter interfered.”
Aud it may be added, that her commitment was threughout illegal for until the
arrest of the thief there was no one to be tried, and her testimony was entirely
apavailable for any parpose whatsoever.

Sept. 23. M. H. was this dny relensed from prison, after being confined over
three months os a witness. Tho District Attorney now dismisses the ease, not
considering it sufficiently strong to bring to trial. Oct. 15. A man is in prison
as a witness, who says he shall thereby lose a contract for work for the season.

RATION OF JUSTICH.

Not less cruel are the delays too often experienced in bringing committed
persons to trial.  The Court of Sessions sits monthly, each sitting heing for
about two weeks; whenever a protracted case occurs, it is at the expense of
those who are behind on the list. Thus it sometimes happens that individuals
are detained for two or three months on the suspicion of crime, and then dis-
charged without trial.  What a mockery, this, to public justice !

The law provides that * within twonty-four hours after the discharge of any
grand jury, by any court of oyer and terminer, or cowt of generel sessions of
the peace, it shall be the duty of such court fo cause every person confined i
such prison upon any criminal charge, who shall not have been indicted, to be
discharged without bil, unless satisfactory cause shatl be shown to such cowrt for
detaining such person in custody, or upon bail, as the case may require, wotl
the meeting of the next grand jury in such county.” But the practice, i dis-
regard, if not direct violation, of the statute, is to detain the prisoner until the
case has been pssed by two grand juries sitting successively, and upon good
cause shown 10 the court, until the session of stili another grand jury, wheo. i
no bill be found, he is finally discharged. But if the arrest is made during the
session of a grand jury, that ferm goes for nothing.

While this protracted detention is utterly unjust to the innocent prisoner, it
alkso operates injurionsly to the State.  Artful villains have sometimes succeeded,
by the arranged abserce of itnesses, and other schemes, in securing the post-
ponement of an examination of their cases, until they can claim their discharge
under this rule, and thus have escaped punishment entirely.

The demands of justice and the claims of mnercy alike call for a different
arrangement of our criminal courts, whereby the guilt or innocence of the
arrested person may bo more prompt sertained ; the awards of the Jaw¥
administered ; the county saved the expenses avising from delays jn iinging ©
trial ; and witnesses spared the morti ion and injury of confinement.

The agent notices these, among other cases, in his diary :—

Tuly 30. A woman, charged with passing a five-dollar counterfeit bill, bas
been in prison a long time, having been pas ed by at every session of the court:
for three or four terms (i. ¢. months).

ot
846.] 1
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rast 3. C. chi "

August 3. C. P. and thld' were sent to the Home for discharged female
cony ?s. She is a woman of sober, steady, and industrious habits. She was
corrdumuedl to prison en a charge of larceny, but was honorably discharged, no
evidence buving been found ageinst Lier. She las, b *been in pri

@ . , however, bee r
threc months. e pren
h,-\lugustf4. ?lr. H..b who has been in prison siz weeks, was discharged, not a
shadow of evidence being produced against her; a very worth i
l g g hy Wi a
appeared on trial. e ¥ o 52 &

Nept. 10. Four boys, from 12 to 16 years of age, have been scren weeks in
eonfinement on a charge of larceny. A young man has been five weeks in con-
finement on & charge of assault on a police officer. Sept. 20. Agent called on
ho Distri ey i i “to b
the 'Dhtnct Attorney in relation to the boys, and urged him to bring them to
wial.  He expressed a willingaess to do 5o, ook note of the cases, aud requested
the agent at 1l times to give him notice when such cases occur.  Sept. 23. The

s have been tried and sent to the House of Refuge.

, l()()u llzh J.T. S. has been in prison twe months, without being tried or even
indicted. ‘Oct. 24, J. T. S. has been discharged, without a bill being found b;
the grand jury. 7

BOYS AND GIRLS.

O‘ne of the mest painful facts brought to the notice of the Committee, in the
performance of their duties, is that such large numbers of the young arc; found
in our ]?risons. This fact is painful on more accounts than one. Not only is
<compassion excited for the fate of a child detected in vice or crime, but the sad
comment it makes on the home discipline of families awakens gloomy fore-
bodings in relation to the future condition of public morals in our land.

_ Our Association undertakes to deal with men after their vicious propensities
fm\e ripened Jnto poisonous fiuit. Others have the more agreeable task—and
mora 1 Sp ble, too—of lding and fashioni haracter. The results of
our inquivies tell as to their fuithfulness. They are engaged in the preventive
ier\ ice; our task is to drive out the enemy against whose entrance they have
S‘;‘;fdevm guard. For thesg reasons wo present this subject distinctly, hoping
Q“])‘bmf,xz {mr?nt :m: guardian, every minister and teacher, but especially every
P chool cenc_ er, who may rea.d these lines, will be excited to greater

ulness in the discharge of his duties toward the young hearts on whom he
is exercising a formative influence.

s{:l;e }:s another leaf from the history of our City Prison for the last year.
leéyrer? “fihx' Eihc” agedhw, committed for stealing money from his em-
povers without. fah ;,e g‘]:a: er, sister, or brother, living. March 14. Was
ne:sp‘::.lﬂil:;,i; SI!(., aged 15, taken from a brothel, detained mainly as a wit-
- ? e keeper, wl'm is under arrest; expressed a desire to lead a vir-

:s .lee. May 2. Place is found for her with a family in street.
counr;; ;‘)‘;w\’;. Ii S.,aged 12, is in prison as a vagrant; comes from Greene

Mz\y’ P 'nr . Two other boys committed for stealing maple sugar.
commme;gm;ﬁ‘r"r’m" YEARS OF AGE, taken from a house of ill-fame, was
i e on}bs. Agent went to see the parents ; found them the most

e beings imaginable; both drunk. The child sent to the House of Refuge.
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3 it fard vo of them
May 7. Three boys, under 12 years of age, for petit farceny. Two
were attendants of a Sabbath-school.
May 29. Bay commiitted for stea
e i Lo for petit larceny ; and put into cells
. e boys committed to-day for P clls
';‘In“;}isﬁxdv;s o O Fhree of theso bays sent to the Housoof Refuge
with old offenders.
iven to it rents. )
e e pounz gt espective ages of 10, 11, and 13 years,
Sept. 16. Three younz girls, of the resy g T o

ling caps from Lis father; anofher for
]

rvocted for stealing a Tthogmph print, valae 13 cents.
the charge. Sept 18, werezd;f‘d;m.gcfr'a 5. was this day sent to the Peniten-
P it ir] e hirtcen e N g N
Sept. 25. A Vitle givl, agnd TEHE S % This is the fourth girl under
S eortal, afficted with n joathsome disease! i furth gl undor
‘;i’hy hm\n}n";’ that has been taken from the sume house of ili-fame within
5 years of age that has bee o tho sun
Bt time—a house well known fo the distict police. e, for st
B v aged 5 years, i in prison, comunicted by i ather, for
er. 16. A boy, aged ¢
ing 25 cents!

iptied. 3" t sickens 2 recital.
upely such cuses need not be multiplied.  Xhe heart sickens at the

3 ith it, without the superadded
 hod as o crime.  Yet suchi is too often the
cor of being regarded and punished as & eri is too ofton tho
. onz expcrie;cad iy those who bave had to pass ?ﬂdel n; )0‘\;5 me‘:e
L;aam‘le_'. were not enough fo be deprived of every com.on_ of life, t. em mere
i for chaity at the hand of tho public soems to bo c?nsxderez » suficen
. :—im for \oci&ing up the unfortunate vietim among thieves, and drup 3
wa i
i ¥ f society
titutes, and the very refuse o y . )
a"‘%i‘?n;oll necessary that a delay of one, two, ar more days intervene bez:r:;y
o request for aid and the answer of the Alms-House comn‘nssm‘T?r, o
o e gther place of temporary abode than the City Pns'ﬁn., with al b:ts V(‘)“ -
'sominﬂuences should be found for the sufferer. The vwn;x may de ﬂhg“‘e-
- i ving about in search of a heart and a 5
i1d; an orphan, perhaps, wandering ] o
z}rnihe dese:lped offspring of those unworthy the name ﬁl puregts.m:‘: x;‘a:'has
i ¥ the strong trunk around W
4 widow fallen to the ground, as oo
Zl:vi‘xg:ed erself, and to which she has for years dm;,i for :nppo};tl; 1;:: Do
nex roki . It may be the mother wil 3
by the inexorable stroke of deat r e e
{‘:"ses:xex{ by the wunataral husband and father, and seeking from strangers t
romised to provide. ‘ ) :
br‘f;g:‘; I;\‘e 1o pictures of the imagination: as witness Lh.e fo]lo\\{|ng cases »
March ('5 The agent found at the Tombs a woman, with a child 14 mon!
to ' i home.
3 4 by her husband, and left without 2 . e,
om.:\d::le;;e Aynent found at the Tombs a German woman with five cl;nld;a’{:
i g[r)e;ll: distre;s committed on the 15th: one of the chﬂdrsx‘;, 2 k:;:y ::! :2 o
in N L5th : ; ‘
i ially tic, had heen confined in the 3
1, who is blind and partially idiotic, o do
Yi:trrsnzl;; ;urinu the night, and as the woman could pot understand En_g;;‘;-e\'
pwas ilnpnssi!!le‘ﬁ)r the matron to explain the circumstances 0¥ to pacil
The cries and moaning of the whole family were kept u
i i saw her in the mori
of this Comwittee saw her in
here but a week before, had exhausted their slender means,

Poverty bri

+t
TS LAE
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t¢ the Tombs, The husband was at Plymouth, Massachusetts.
laid before the German Socie

April 18. A boy aged 15, with his sister aged 9 years, were brought in to
be examined by the Alms-House commissioner. April 20. The agent found
a family willing to take them.

May 12. A boy 8 years old, without a home, is in the Prison; to be seat to
Long Island Farms.

May 26. A woman and two fine looking boys are in the lower tier of the
female prison, among drunkards and vagrants of the worst character. Oun ask
ing why they were there, the keeper replied, ** Waiting to be examined by the
Alms-Flouse commissioner.”” May 27. Agent applied to the commissioner,
aad they were removed.

Jage 15. A German boy, aged shout 17 years, is in the Tombs; about
twelre days in the country ; cannot speak English; afilicted with disease con-

d received a permit to go to the Penitentiary hospital,

X n naking out the papers, is detained here in company with
felons and drunkards.

The case was

June 15. An old woman with one leg was sent to the Penitentiary, Black-
well's Island, from the Tombs ; her commitment reading thus,  Being a vagrant,
sick, and needing #id.” No crime alleged against her.
to the Alms-House ?

June 13. Two boys, 9 and 7 years of age, both blind, were found in the
street; had accidentally strayed from the Blind Asylum, and were committed
to the Tombs, and placed in a cell with a corpse, and u number of most aban-
doned persons. June 20, Have been returned to the Asylum.

Sept. 2. Six German children, from 6 months to 16 years of age,

Why was she not sent

re in

Have just arived in the conntry ; their mother and one brother died on

passage, the father is at the Hospital, Staten Island, sick. Sept. 4. Have

been removed by thie German Benevolent Society.

23. Agent found a boy about 10 years old, a subject for the Alms-

se, among the five-days vagrants—geuerally drunkards of the lowest stamp.
"The keeper removed him from this company at the request of the agent.

KEEPERS AND OFFICERS.

Tu the remarks which the Committee have deemed it their duty to make, in
relation to the conduct of affairs at the City Prison, they wish it to be distinctly
wnderstood that they war on the system, not ou individuels. Unfortunately, how-
ever, the characters of the latter will, almost inevitably, be more or less influ-
enced by the circumstances in which they are called to act. Constant inter-
course with the depraved and the abandoned, is very apt to deaden the kindlier
sympathies of our nature, unless there be sound principle to regulate their exer-
cise. It will be well for society when a man’s moral fitness for his station is the
<rowning consideration in his appointment. But until this becomes the govern-
%ng rule in the selection of public officers, we must sometimes expect in them
‘ncompetency, dishonesty, and cruelty.

The Committee ate happy to say that the necessary facilities for the parform-
ance of their duty, are readily afforded them by Mr. Fallon and the deputy-
eepers. But it is a source of regret that some of the officers connected with
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the administration of justice at the City Prison oceasionally forget themselves,
and say and do thut which, in their wmore thoughtful moments, they cannot but
condemn.

The Committee refer to one or two such instances s have fallen under their
cbservution, not with the view of holding up the keepers as a class to public op-
probrium, but in the bope that this notice may incite among them il & dispo-
sition, by individnal propriety of conduct; to commend their whole body to the
public coufidence.

The agent suys :—

August 1. A crozy woman has beea in confinement three days, awaiting
thee action of the authorities to be sent to the Asylum; is in the lowest tier of
cells 3 her arms tied, and her body bound to the filth-pipe! Sheis obliged to
<it upon the stoe finor; she carnot stand wp nov lie down. The keeper said he
Bad just been ** ducking her"— hrowing pails-full of water on her. Ttis nota
case of deliriom tremens.

August 3. An old man, nearly 80 years of nge, well dressed, and of a respect-
able appearance if sober, was brought into the Tombs, intoxicated ; was laid
upon a bunk, with his head o el lower than his body and being of a gross
Jabit, Dr. —— (@ member of the Executive Committee,) who happened to
Le present, remarked that in sach @ situation there would be danger of apo-
plexy, nd requested the keeper to T3 his head. The prisoners,” replied
the keeper, * get a great denl better treatment than they deserve now ; by and
by we shall kave to have large pillows and a nurse for every prisoner.” An-
other keeper says, * If you would take as much interest in honest men, 33
vou o in Togues, it woald be better.” And another says, ¢ A keeper is a5
well qualified for his duties after one week’s experience s he is after three

years.”

Tt is gratify?
picture.

July 7. W. C. expresses pis resolute determination to jead an honest life, it
he cap once 1more have an opportunity- He says that he never had a kind and
encouraging word spoken to him until spoken by one of the police-justices.

Tuly 24. A prisouer confiucd in Eldridge-street Jail on a charge of libel, lin3
2d o number of articles of ciothing supplied to him by the keepers.
Tlappily, kind words and kind acts are not uncomm:on with some of the

ng to the Committee 0 b able to draw a line of light on this dark

keepers.
The number of male keepexs at the City Prison is nine, and there is one
matron.

e wmatron is ermploye 1 only during the day. One male keeper is generally
in the office of the femule department, and another man has chaxge of the wo-
men during the night! Their number vary from 50 to 803 their characters
are quite upiformly loose and abandoned.

Clowmon decency requires that there should be a matron in charge at night:
"Then there would be no opportanity for a repetition of the disgustiog tales told
even by these debased females in days past, respecting their night guardians-
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e CONDITION OF THE CITY PRISON.
feanliness hias been r -
reckoned among the vi
. i b ) g the virtues. Judgi i
: anc;v\; 1? lomk_ ﬁ).r it amid the abominatious existing in !heugai;‘;ngy .
o 5] i o
sl o ﬁlwm indeed see whitewash in abundance. But moro aarate db.
Yo r‘k o m‘;e zle\enl to him the saddening truth, that the « Tam:cﬁur?(;d).
o oess & “le ;’hansees of Jerusalem as described by our Savie . “‘, h'ew
pch a; ‘[h: of dead men’s hones and all uncleanness.” Wh(i)lz tl:& v
;eu;es o th “:(1;1&“&-3 -D[f moral pollution there to be met with at all hou:s 5‘0;1
ed ﬁ.-uuyk n:—‘ds 3;1 ‘ejo t?t the filth and exhalations with which they are as’saile
. , reeking from the street gutt. a
e ! gutters, are thrown together,
o t:s]‘,; z:ud :.la t]ufs left to sleep out their debauch. But!ide lr tl:;lf .
s 00 (s?’ustmg, oven though duty impel to it pertiese
o is no axcuse for the existence of this evi ’
3 8 this evil, evy vi
p exi il, even with the id-
- an:]nﬁ: of both building and the prisoners can and sha}\’:l.;s::t bugld
§ necessary conseniences therefor be amply provided ey

RELIEF AFFORDED BY THE COMMITTEE.

1t is entirely out i
s of the question to specify i
o is ont t specify all the instances of rel
‘hemei}‘n‘::nairs. by lh? committee and its agent. Aid has bee rehetf ﬂ:'mﬁed
fhem ny ways ; females, manifesting proper repentunée an; ae;‘v‘e;] N
i, ha e w " it o :
I fﬂmm:x; g;l?ze;ie :c ;he ) I;Iomel for discharged female cnnvicls'] st?niz
i n found for others : counsel b Y '
toe i : counsel has been procured -
7y prso P;:;l:;i cases seemed to demand it ; the parents and other friiﬂnrdmuf
ai ve been visited, and their ass: oo
detainad per b L r assistance secured ; bai
hane an(:; tcshtlht]aés ; the Courts, the Magistrates, the Commissio;arﬂ:»lf :‘l:ls :Ieen
, e Keeper, have all in turn, i viod 1o
§ " X g as occasion requiry
i ;ehh,xlf of prisoners, and not withou effect on tequired, been appelod to
e cases cited for other pu o
Tpose
s cuses cite purposes all show the general nature of the action
The committ
ee have thus endervored i
o com s endenvored to dischargo their duty with
1 0; :u: t?ut of be.',mg.]ed into error in their representn:i)::“ go .(':.r
The‘ o ut ; authority, it has not been their design to reflect. . n e
T i > ;
A et fac(:lseh speak wxch» & geverity to which comunent can give no ed;
ot frcts ua?e ssogen in vain for years. The presentments of Gmg:d.
nheeded ; the animadversi
Dhe s o 1 H imadversions of the pre i
. e ; e press seemingl;
e ;1; ;x!st ; each your adding to thoir evormity as crimzinyddci?eq.
entin m,] d as misfortune and vice swell up the roll with our dail; e
- :qul ul u?lon. ‘When, if ever, shall their end be ? N
a ssociation we are ver] y
- s . powerless, except to det i
Sx‘\)a This the committee have endeavnredpto do roct aad to discose o
e more d i i ;
e s publi\cxrz remaias. They come with their story and their appeal to
ey e fl:mo'n. They ask of the rich to remember that thospepthin 8
E eir burdens of twxation; and if institutions designed %
heck s vice and crime become propagandas for the diffusion of N
e pockets must meet th i e reasarg:
They toll e ot ot A o consequent drain upon the public treasury.
o 4l the poor, are you the suff From your
esses, male and female, that have to inhale the moral i:{fecti;?:;
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i found in this
the Tombs’ atmosphere.  Your children are they, most frequently o
o, il yet find, as many have already found,
ts, many of you will yet find, 0 ) dy found
The‘f s‘);i‘sZ:ﬁ vrv;‘" 1' oozeys out of those stone walls is subtil and :lj,\ﬂ-l:'sr‘yverl:
i i asti -
;E: tnntmsel? at your own firesides you may find it, de\s;:zéu::i )F:;eéo Ch,»as(%ang
¥ it D 2 N
< n. distilling death, when least you expect i o
p;:mm:: ;:.:L:‘ngce % nut here scen nad felt as it may and ought w‘ \k::.nai:“uf
:u::xyao well-spring of corruption exist amongst us, lfk the{; v:::ebi;; the neno of
; i d came to seek an 3 )

i b ut about doing good, an were
H‘i‘:;‘:h:i:v ;ndeuvows to purify, or rather to dry up, these now ever-flowing
uni
waters of death? .

But on the coustitute s S
the longer continuance of these crying evils;
for their removal.

it i ho opprobrium of
ties of our eity must rest t .
MANN of to them will redound the credit

Theirs is the power—theirs be the responsibility.

By order of the Committee,
R. N. HAVENS

Uorresponding Secreta

REPORT

OF THE

COMMITTEE ON DISCHARGED CONVICTS.

Durise the past year, the Committee on Discl i Convicts have continued
to give relief’ and advice to the class of persous fulling under their care. The
diavy of their agent will exhibit the particulurs of ench case, with a statement
of the age, birth-place, cause of conviction, employment found, and such general
notes as may serve to skow in what way the objects of the Association have
been carried out.

Our agent has maintained a correspondence with the keeper and matron of
the prison at Sing Sing, and has frequently visited that institution; and we be-
lieve that his personal influence has been useful. Blackwell's Island hes also
been frequently visited by members of this committee.

The labors and influence of this commiitee ave not 1o be estimated alone from
the amount of relief afforded, or the number of cases detailed upon its records.
In many instances, advice is more needed than money. A word of timely
sympathy is frequently effectuul in turning aside the thoughts and giving a new
direction to the future life of the discharged conviet. Habits of crime, once
established, are continued oftentimes by the mere force of direction, more than
by wanfonness or vicious intent. In making those inquiri

s which are necessary
to form a judgment of the merits of an applicant for aid, the committee have to
observe an almost general avemment that evil association and intoxication are the
causes of transgression, and that the first steps in crime are often taken thought-

1y, perhaps under some strong momentary impulse or temptation which was
never bofofe suggested, even by cir more to impunity.
Retlection upon the consequences of the act does not appear, in ordinary cases,
to enter into these first transgressions; and subsequent offences are easily
reconciled by the natural but ion, that the ck once lost,
by a criminal conviction, cannot be more than lost by any number of convictions.
Thence, (o escape detection becomes the ruling idea ; and the moral nature of
conduct is quite & secondary consideration.

The correctness of these views is shown by the facility with which the large
proportion of r i individi yield to the influence of faverable circum-
stances, and begin at once to labor for the restoration of character and standing
in society.

1t vequires no ordinary degree of moral conrage to persevere through the dis-
appointments and rebuffs which are almost invariably encountered by the dis-
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charged convict. Employment may be obtained, and he may exhibit the most
commendable industry and faithfulness 3 but he lives in constant fear of being
pointed out by old associates, ov malicious persons, when he is ugain thrown
upon the world, discouraged. and without resources. We have good reason to
veliove, however, that o more genexous feefing begins to prevail towards this
unfortunate class of people. .

‘Armong the specified duties of this committee is that of providing the subjects
of their care with * suitable clothing, of & kind that will not attract attention
and point them out as convicts.” They have been enabled to do this during the
past yeer, chiefly by the liberality of individuals who have furnished half-worn
garments nearly to ihe extent required. In no instunce has a deserving appli-
cant failed to receive, at their hunds, the means of re-appearing in society free
from any exterior marks by which he conld be distinguished from the mass of
the comnunity. So far as personal appearance merely is concerned, it is easy
to avoid public scrutiny ; but there remains the recognition of follow-prisoners,
and that of old associates in crime, who Jie in wait to receive and to lure them
Dback to their old haunts the wmoment their term of imprisonment expires.

It is a highly gratifying fact that, of the whole number of cases which have
come under the care of the committee, during the year, (222,) but three or four
are known certainly to Lave relapsed into crime. A fair proportion remain in
good situations which were procured for them immediately after their discharge
from prison; and not fower than twenty may be enumerated as entirely succes-
ful instances of complete restoration to the confidence of friends, and the em-
ployments of society.

The committee continue to receive, almost daily, gratifying accounts of one
or another, whose names are yecorded in their books; and it is of frequent oc-
currence that individuals call in person at the office, to renew their expressions
of gratitude for the assistance which they have received.

The following caso so forcibly illustrates the difficulry experienced by dis-
charged convicts, in obtaining employment, that we veuture to introduce it in
our Report, although it did not come under the official care of the com-
mittee :-

A young man wns released from prison by pardon, and sensible of the futility
of attempfing to find employment in the city, where ho was knowa, he shipped
as a sailor on board a merchant-vessel, under an assumed ueme. But his real
name was soon discovercd, and he was summarily dismissed. A second and @
third engagement, of the same kind, was attended with the same result. In
vain, also, he tried to procure a passage to his native country. Wherever he
went, hio was pointed out as an old convict; and all his efforts to find employ-
meot were defeated. He determined to try another direction, and went to Al-
bany, with the design of going farther west. He poid his fare on the caual, but,

being recognized, was ordered to loave the boat. He returned to the city with
wounded and exasperated feelings. ‘¢ At least,” said he, *‘they will let me
fight.” But here, too, he failed. . His application for enrolment in the Califor-
Din. regiment was promptly rejected. ‘What am 1 to do?” he exclaimed.
« Must I starve? Wherever I go, there is nothing but persecution. I am
driven almost to despair. I can with difficulty resist the disposition to commit
some desperate act of revenge for such treatment.”

ot
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‘Thus, a fearfal spirit of hostility to society i
A mem!be,-s. y to society is engendered by harshness
.With these remarks, and referring to the annexed statement of cases, ful
sishod by our agent, the Committes on Discharged Conviets make a seri "
aPpenl to the public on behalf of those who leave the prison with a detarmi‘;us
tion to reform. Let justice, as well as mercy, plead for them. They are f'ﬁ_
quently betrayed into crime, in of strong ion and N eatebi.
ness, and in direct contradiction to the general precepts and conduct of former

life. Poverty, want, and the force of ci
,. rcumstances, frequently induce di -
wres from the line of rectitude, and are among— e v opert

“The thousand paths that slope the way to crime.”

\.X/e ask for the ex-prisoner, who evinces sober penitence, and determination to
soform, that he may not be repelled from his good resolutions by frowns, and de-
nial of{'{ hones; labor; but that charity, * which covereth a multitude of sins,”
wmay offer to him every reasonable opportusity to regain th ;
dence of his fellow-men. i i tho estoom and cont
It_m-ust not be forgouen that society is flooded with erimes which escape legal
conviction, or for which there is no legal punishment ; and that the solitary couch
:md theilonely cell may witness repentance as true as the consecrated altar, ac-
companied by the most solemn and appropriate services of religion. ’

There have been relieved, during the last year—
From Sing Sing.

“  Penitentiary .
¢  Debtors’ Prison.
«  Brooklyn Prison .

..... S 223

-~ The amount of money which has been expended at the office—
For males from Sing Sing.
“ from the Penitentiary
!ior a female* from the Tombs. .
For males from Brooklyn Prison

For incidental expenses—fuel, printing, paper, otc.

Cash returned by sundry pevsons, to whom it had been loaned. ...... 83 94

Total eXpenditures. - -« .. .ceeeaeeaecannnn $786 47

By order of the Committee,
ISAAC T. HOPPER, Chairman.

In addition to this sum, the Executive Committee paid board for the same person, $24.
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Euxtracts from the Diary of the Agent.

J—————, about forty years old, a native of Treland, was convicted in this
city of receiving stolen goods, and sent to Sing Sing for five years and one
month, and was discl d, by the iration of his the 17th of
March, 1845. Tmmediately after his velease he called at this effice, bringing
with him from the keeper strong testimonials of good couduct. IHis health
was poor, and he was placed under the care of Dr. Parker, who performed a
surgical aperation on him. We furnished him with some pecuniary aid, and in
the course of a short time L:e recovered his health, and applied himself diligently
to business. He has ever since his discharge conducted well, and has been
restored to citizenship. tie has a wifo sud threc ¢l », whom he supports
comfortably.

[——————, nbout twenty-six years old, a native of Laucaster county,
Pa., where his family is among the most respectable, came to this city, and
being young and inexperienced, he was allured into evil company, and was pre-
vailed upon to t to a bunk in Albany a forged check. For this offence he
was sent to Sing Siug for two years. Ele served Lis rine our, and veas dis-
charged in the Eleventh month, 1842. His imprisonment proved a scheol of
deep and lasting instruction.  He conducted well while in confinement, and
upon his release immediately sought for employment by which he inight eavu
an honornble livelihood. After come time he procured u situation. He was
well acquainted with the business, and by his industrious, attentive habits, and
courteous demeunor, he sooin became an important auxiliary in the establish-
ment.  After remaining in this situation about three months, his employers
were informed of his having beou a tenant of Sikg Sing, and ho was imme
ately dismissed from their service. This was the third or fourth time he had
been treated in the same way. Being greatly discouraged, and almost heart-
broken, he made application to this conimittee. We gave him some pecuniary
nssistance, and assured him of our support. Several places were found, but
witen they were informed that he bad been a convict, he was unceremoniously
rejected.  After repeated disappointments, he obtained a place as a clerk. Hope
once more seemed to revive, und he concluded that he had now surmounted
all obstacles, and was in a fair way of getting a comfortable living; hatit wa
Jong before he had new difiicuities to of & more 1l T
than any he had met with siuce he left Sing Sing.  Fre was accused of larceny,
and cast into prison. I was informed of his case, and immediately went to see
him. Tfound him in the deepest distress. I examined iuto his case, and soon
became satisfied that he was jonocent. T then called upan the prosecutor, who
‘was violent at first, but soon softened down. I waus arraigned before the
Special Sessions. He had no attorney. 1 explained his cuse to the Court, and
he was discharged.  Afier uch difficulty he succeeded in getting a situation in
a highly resy wholesule i where the proprietors are ac-
quainted with his whole history. He has now been there ‘several months at
reasonable wages. This committee sustained him through al) his difficulties,
and have finally succeeded in procuring a permanent situation for him. With-
out their assistance he must huve spent lis days in wretchedness. He has a
wife who appears to be an iunocent, worthy womun, They are now respecta-
ble and happy.

Near two years after his discharge from Sing Sing, ho received the follow-
ing letter from James Buchanun, Secretary of State of the United States; but
it seemed to have no effect in restoring confidence. Several situations were ob-
tained for him ; but, 8s soon as they were informed of his huving been a convict,
no entreaty could prevail with them to take him into their service.

«“BEDFORD SPRrinGs, Penn., August 1, 1844.

41 am well acquainted with the bearer hereof, Mr. ~— , having known
him from his childbood. His father, for many years before his death, was an

Sing ¢
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would now perform any duti i
uld_now p y duties which he might undertake with i
nssiduity.  ¥or my own pars 1 shonld most cheerfully i“rt‘;t“ﬁf.‘i,

opinion. I wish I had it in my power to nfford him employment.

} “JAMES BUCHANAN,”
derlxi‘e“ :;t .‘stuch recommendations, the discharged conviet cannot obtai
» what can those expect who have no friends ? oot confi-

A few days after the late i
(A fow days ’ anniversary, the i i
charged Convicts received the [oﬂowingy letteriﬁzz l?;;-r:ﬂfi Commiee on Dis-

December 26, 1846.

In. Isaac T. Horprg :—
{7 DEaR Frienp : A. i
: As busizess prevents me in dayti

. D, aytime fr i
It Oj;d:;'"t](;r?ngkfy?u kindly for_ the noble and geuerous }men:iuzoga;‘ém?g
Four rema s before the Association, and which remarks were as leaosn Ta d
oxe thﬂ%r o m; 259 etclixe‘y were totally unexpected, 1 taks this melhog to e: rf:ansd

Send, (gonoromyed, Searcely assure you, my gosd and truly 1.ind gengrcu:
fnllo\\'»c:eatures o o2ly to so humble un individual as myself, but to ali
ooy Teature 1)1 nt it is out of my power to find words to Ytbank 01 ygm'
dnately, escribe my feelings on that occasion.  Tire o e
gruuiving on aceount of N
brother-in-law.  Oh! what n noble warp (e 5 (e and
otk ! K wvork the Society is engaged in:
mnm)ﬂe_l]’]v;:n?ﬂgran{:‘:;s that its roll may be honored with yous same or e
rontion Jist . many years to come. Thea, ind " 0
c-‘y‘:::isi 'f_‘oor t};n{se poor unfm‘tunace_s, Whose first unthinking Zi;lz;rw‘;:ld Ithlmvs >
condit (r;n;:riy!wnhm the very miasma of vice and crime. May ;Juc:jo  vory
e wife, Jaormas, and many Lappy new-years to come, is thy s, % YEIY

. T nd e 1 18 the sincere desire of
*“Respectfully, your friend, H»

oy re;ntvisu:og t;;:;nc;?m::it}:vé}n‘ztyvone Years old, a native of New
Hean e t . Wil NS parents, about the year g

e 0; ;{;2121:; »;12:14 se}::m] persons of dissolute chaz~nc);ex-llalx§ig7;n tg:;:ni;
L of the ye » he was convicted of grand larcony, and’
Ning Sin * v, o grand larceny, and

R :vns" %a{:’;oi;?:é ¥ e(:srs ?l}d 8Ix months.  After being in px%scn abj\f:gz’;cei -

s 0 his release, he called upon this committee for agviﬂcl:av

and, being iuformed that he had conducted

able him to follow his business.

you,

&

Hamp-

Be hie s
¥ his industry, an aged mother ana two sisters.
5 a wenty-one Wi -ooklys

H. out twenty-one years of age, was born in Brooklyn. When

about sixt is ci
een he came to this city, and hired as a waiter in & hotel. For some

the landlord, when he was not quite
wmimd‘ year yt;f;rmouﬁy. For this offence he was
month, 1845 irati i > Ase i :
8 cal!elds::i}zi L})’lf; expnr?nqn of his sentence. As m:a:sdﬂicsgﬁeeg ;2 tﬁi‘sﬂﬂﬁh
prison, ettong ot ice, bringing with him, from several of the officers of th
Emplaymant wag wnoli2ls of good conduct.  His board was paid forn shors s
contimment was soon ebtained for him, in a respectable goacery, where La: ]
ety graterin e naue s well. He hLas frequently called to see me, and appear:
ST, Dag o tho 'ssistance that bas been rendered him. His emplo; egp .
'Y employ now almest one year, and I can xsptau%;7 ins ‘zit
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highest terms of bim in all respects, 1 always found him to take a lively inter-
B my business, and [ believe hir to be o porson who would do all for bis
employer in his power.”

J—, about forty-five years old, a native of Long Tsland, was convicted of
Yurglary in the third degree, and sent o Sing Sing for_the term of five years,
The day beforo his sentence expired, when he was in full anticipation of the
pleasure of being restored to his family in & fow hours, he received @ letter
From his wife, requesting him pot te vetwn home. Previous to his imprison-
ment he had lived in harmony with his family, and he conld not believe that his
By of whom ho was very fond, would be <0 orucl as 1o reject him. How-
ever, upon his relesse he went to work at his trade, (that of & shoemaker.) in
the village of Sing Sing, and in & litte time saved a clever sum of money, con:
cluding thet that would open the way for his reception, sud with it he returned
to his family: but his wife refused to receive him, and turned him off with

. This was more than bis nature could bear : he became intemperate,
and finally lost his reason. Tu this condition he staggered into the basement
o a house in Williamsburg, in the vening, when he was arrested, on sus-
picion of intending to rob the premises, and soramitted to prison. Happy for
poor ¥ acob, Judge Edmonds presided on his trial, who gave his case a thorough
examination. Jacob was permitted to plead his own cause. His simple narra-
Tve deeply affected the coutt end jury, %l of whom sympathized with him.
He was sentenced to an imprisonment of two ‘months, in the city prison in
Brooklyn. At the expiration of this term, Jacob called upon me. T went to see
s wiife, who was in very poor health. She received him kindly. Some pecu-
piory aid was given to Tacob. He appears to be sober and industrious, and is
earning an honest and comfortable Tivelibood.

The two following were presented by Judge ‘Edmonds :—

Fifth month 233, 1846, A young man of about, fwenty-two years of age wa3
discharged from tho prison at Sing Sing mbout fifteen months since. Fe hed
been convicted of forgery, and been sentenced for fwo years, and served out his
time. On his discharge, he applied to me for assistance to get into business.
He ncknowledged his guilt, and expressed much sorrow and contrition for his
offence; and having confidence in the sincerity of his repentance, L concluded
b, Hlo had recoivad a good education, and n clorkship was found for
him at two hundred dollars a year, and there T lost sight of him.

About a fortmight since n well-dressed, modest, and gentlemanly young man
called at my house in the evening during my absence. aud waited some time in
oy library for me. _After sitting & ‘whils, he asked Mrs. Hdmoods if she recol-
Jected him. She said she did not. He then psked her if she remembereds
some time since, that a young man just out of the State Prison had gone to her
house with a note from me, and that upon receiving it, she had complied with
the request contrined in it, and had dressed him out with a complete suit of my
clothes. She said she remembered it well, and had often wished to know what
S8 bowome of him. With much emotion. nd vory much to her surprise; ho
oaid, *¢ I am that person.”

Not being able to see me fhat evoning, he called at my ouse the next morn:
ing, and ress since he had thus again started in
the world. idiy i ovor of his employers; is now in the
receipt of a competent s i vation with their funds
and property. 'They wereso well pleased with him, tbat they have lately of their
own accord increased his compensation, and repose entire confidenee 10 him.

He attributes his fall to the want of reflection on the consequences of the act
e committed, but says it was a lesson to him which he will never forget-
was much pleased with his reformation and his prosperity, and iovited him
freely to visit me. On Sunday last be went to church with me, and sat i ™Y
pew with my family.
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o seems very gr
s very gratefol for the slight aid b i
sy $0Cl: v
oy fo our Associaion, it Lie should devote BT TR
LN mnmrg :g assist us in aiding others situated as hﬁn‘a:g Jotars & month
., Iifth mouth, 50.—J—— i the il of 1844, w cted of g
inéhiscity, and sentenced tothe Stato Prison for two ;Z:thec} pelgtiges
s nced tothe Stato Prisonf . T was then ane of
Jainant in b — . s e
{'aing o :z; cn’?his“:::ii?j that I should use my in;ueu;w':::; l;i';?:n?hm-
i ig?“m;‘d oo s e my attention, and on my first visit to the pris:;
he had been a servant,
oo oen , and had been seduced,
“oby en Y situation become known, she was cafneplai::(; e oot
and fanily wero o vt s, Simple, a2 it " o
iamgcents the odds wore Corrinty agamet her. 1w Protect hers and, even it
hen I saw her in the prison, sh i
. Whes ; m, she was in aa awfal condition :
sustena fzﬂ;fﬂsl?z;i and her mind was so much arre‘:ce?!:m“:}{ K e
bocmo & raging muiac o di. 1 prompty nrfered, aud at she must soon
v f g N 3 ¥ o
!)‘({‘:;i?d and on bor rol 1(;?161 i}:lﬂ:o the care of some ladies, wha
cui;z 1 4 place of sexvice for her in the country ¢ of her health pro-
Leis ..imv“‘: yenrs sinco Ilhad ‘?eard anything certain of her.
e ans e T 50 v ror o b ;
: me T did st . g oman came 1,
ond said recognize hi
mame. T appointed her to coime to my house. e et thie oo o
me to my house, and brought her liitle boy with b 17, this aftornoon she
Sl suys sho is g with S. Y, N Conn.  Sh
bis iy over 1 your and, besides the support of horself and S con Yt
g of three sa month. She has come to the city on a 3sit, and fook
B e e nhnouut, :{)} h(as she said) that she might let me know;::m e
mus gotting alang, ' Whon 1 usked her if her employer kuow that o b
heen in the Stats | ":-:sg‘ne, }vnth )churaczeristic simplicity, she réplied, “cOs::e b
i1 bado's 101 taom, ey world hive boen asking me questions and 1 coaldas
Fifth month, 25, 184 ’
25, 6.—J- b
Filll month, 25, , about 26 years old, i
dhary o e:;; t“:c‘}‘}::: 2\::;% :ponz ‘ghrse years when he :v;t‘::viﬁe??; 1236'
gy, A 8 ison for two years. I o
e l}z:’ :;E‘:;::f hxsdsentence, the 22nd inst. I-;e had b?e:m ]dnscharged 7 b
3 book-store, and guve gond satisfiction to tis cmployors e v Wit
Pt pi ﬁ-y, e became intemperate; and to this e b
podal. "o contucted well whilo n prison. causo bo atiributes is
s, Dunesn Dunbar a Jespotable Baptist clergyman, is well acquainted wi
Jobus and his fumily. Ho says Johu's father is o Diglly ros oo boo b
o sationer in Scctland, aud that ot o s xeollont 2o bod Lotin sohainey
A o thinks ths e ‘::s sincerely repented of his misconduct, ,::lmhsamh?r;
3o encomragormout, be ill yet bo an onor to his frioads i g
Tpon Lis disebarge ho callod ut s offce, nnd rocaived on by and
t x months have ¥ pympnihy and
wells and wo hope he is u reformed e clapsed: and John haa conducted
Eloventh month 21, 1845.—A "
standing; but i

was, for several yeurs, & merchant in
he rad ¢ in his pecuni i
he couenaed un och foe which he waw convisted of fgrg:rny(maynglm“msmnc’e '
Siog for shroo yeurs. “X"l:ule thero, ge was employed as a purse in sri‘::l:gsp'glg
By s m ame ncquainted, in considerable d i o
Bediine ré-;:tm éxf:s'{lelease ho appliod himself to the srady e e
?Bﬁe‘ling et o :; ;:;e:l:s;sl;]e“:pplied to our Association for as:i:::'ulzz.
rature, bt L ion to pursue & ifo in
s ot s oot s wnd e Toct phenouse . beiog able 1
e to

he commit
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say that he has graduated as a physcian, and we have reason to hope that he
will prove himself a useful and respectable citizen.

The following history of a yonth who, as it will be seen, had widely departed
from the path of rectitude, shows the great importance of cultivating the least
%erm of good that may be found in any, even though the case should appear

opeless.
4 , a mnative of this city, about eighteen years of age, had been greatly
neglected in early life, and was left very much to himself; and, as & matter of
conrse, formed an intimacy with boys of bad character, who led him on, by pre-
cept and example, in all kinds of mischief. When about nine years old, he
robbed his father of three hundred dollars, and absconded; but after some time
he was arrested, and put in the House of Refuge. After remaining in that
institution some time he was bound to a farmer in Columbia county. He was
there but a short time before he was imprisoned on account of his ungovernable
and refractory conduct, and the indentures by which he was bound were can-
celled, and he returned to his father, in this city, who bound him to a farmer in
New Jersey ; but he staid there but a short time, when he absconded. His case
appeared hopeless, and his parents abandoned him. He became reckless, and it
seems that he embraced every opportunity that offered to commit depredations
on property whenever it fell in his way. After he lefc the House of Refuge,
ke was coufined in many of the county prisons. Indecd, utmost his whole life
had been one continued career of crime. Some months ago & member of the
Prison Association found him on Blackwell’s Island, charged with stealiug a
watch, LE-— i d peni and profe d a strong desire to reform,
and most earnestly solicited K- to endeavor to obtain his release. K- y
having confidence in his sincerity, took measures to abtain his discharge, and he
was placed at board till some business could be obtained for him. After a fow
weeks, employment was procured. Six months have now elapsed, and he has
conducted with great propriety. He is industrious and faithtul in whatever he
undertakes, and omits no opportunity to manifest his gratitude for the assistance
that bas been extended to him. He says it is the first time that the hand of
Kind ted to hi

he had been knocked

or ‘was ever
sbout o}l his life. And we may add, that his father and the keepers of the
prison advised this committee to have nothing to do with him, saying that it
od bl

i us he was irrecl He is a young man of

would be kindness
much talent.

We will close these extracts with the following case, though they might be
greatly extended.

J——, about thirty years old, a native of Upper Canada, had become a com-
mon drunkard, and was sent to Blackwell's Island six months, for intemperance,
and was d, by the iration of his about eight months ago.
Soon after his discharge, he called at this office for advice and assistance, saying
that he was determined to make an effort to reform his course of life. We
found that he was a man of mind, and well educated. Ile was placed at board
for a few days, when a situation offered in the country, and he readily went to
it. In about three weeks a letter was received from him, in which he says:
«T am employed at farming, a business I have not been used to. I find it hard
work, but am well satisfied, and sincerely thankful for the assistance you res-
dered me.” J—— is now employed as a teacher in one of the public schools
in & neighboring county, and is much respected.

REPORT
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Tae Ladies who have
. ve charge of the I
7or the year ending November’l 8th. ° Homele Depertment, respectfully roport

The experi (
Plady e; ,::;nc}e,:; ;the past year, notwithstanding much difficulty and s
5 gem, Doe o):en ;uch as to impress them more forcibly than over
i st e e of SUEh an jnstitution as the Home in this eity, and ;“'e!:
They o of thann :rukag under the auspices of the Prison A‘ssociati .
befone (g pove than over anxious that the attempt should be fully bro al';.
1o el wi its mngtl{l:l:nxl-.estui;s, being confident that it rquires 251;
o inde; , list the patkies of the ben g
s thedg::ﬂn:r:}t:;:sc.h ;::;Z el;(:p:i:ss condition of the disch::;LTZoﬁiilt!
(comesAbefore us—when we see the ée:otj:teh 3‘:;3:8;?;3::{ C:Zazl; “’; g
adation, and scarcely be‘iie::t,
The first impression is that of a, P 1o boen . “f
iy Thing by oeion s ot almost utter hopelessness as to the
A et e o8 i acle to reise the abject being to a sense of selg:;:er o
Fears e ramat | vip.‘mverbm'ﬁy fowest in the scale of humanity ; and Pl‘:c‘-
Vo ckoerenied dr:;oﬁus habits, and hardened the offender into r(;ckles:: "y
rincipios gy oo, ifficulty of any attempt on onr part to implant o
Vo o vk a regard for ?hamcter. But it is far different withnﬂw
T rosemm :e‘::;h? have Stl{[ A remnaut of womanly feeling and a hﬁm
hope g 3 b]mil;:q ;10:3. ‘With these, experience shows that we oy
iy st 18 '8 of God, to accomplish much; and we are able to lx:my
o mgethersir: ;u:cgz;sel:?se:;en far beyond our haopes. But li])ls ::;
Eirgl;mbeﬂmm N imate of socneyt:y.a nd\V‘:’t::‘u; some special
o a;(;[t;xetoc:r?vegsafnt wit] impossible :}myt telfeon ::"d
comiste necesminlscnmmam. A discharged convict—a discharged jl:“ ;c
ot o b u{ an outeast from society.  Who will employ s 1;”6
Ppn;zenciﬂry g :vcB roceive gs an inmate a degraded creature fresljx7 ﬁ:rcn t;n
what mothas o . mr:d trust a woman who has been imprisoned for theft:
with the ol i mluce among her daughters one who has been famili r
2 onot be expected.  Whatever ma k oo
5 'y have been the can-




98 FEMALE DEPARTMENT. [1846.

duct of the prisoner during her incarceration ; whatever certificates she may
have been able to obtain, even from faithful and judicious officials—and these are
anfortunately rare—there is a moral atmosphere about her which effectually
repels even the charitable, and which causes the unthinking and the selfish to
turn from her with abhorrence. She may starve—she may beg—she may
return to vice—or she may put an end to her hateful life—nobody feels the
blame. But here the Prison Association steps in. If there be a remnant of
decency—if the least faint wish to return to a better mind and a better life,—
the Home is opened to receive her. A kind matron welcomes her—inquires
snto her wants—her history—her feelings; gives her the means of cleanliness
and decency; finds employment for her; her character and dis-
position ; searches for what germs of goodness may be yet remaining, and if
there be a smouldering spark of virtuous hope, sedulously preserves it from
extinction. She remains in this Asylum, treated—not with a supercilious, a
cold, a spurions kindness—but as a woman and a sister, until her views, her
powers, her qualifications for earning a subsistence, and the sincerity of her
desire for reformation have been fully tested; and if the result prove satis-
factory, a place suited to her ability is provided, and she is placed with those
who, understanding fully her past history and present condition, are willing to
try her. If, from any cause, this first effort prove abortive, and she leaves her
place, the Home is again open, lest destitution should once more betray her
jnto the dens which yawn for such victims; and it is not until repeated trials
render farther efforts hopeless that she is ever abandoned to her evil fate.

If we were ever asked in what class of offenders we had found least encour-
agement, we should be constrained to reply—the confirmed drunkards. She
who has stolen, may be warned by punishment or persuaded by the voice of
friendship and religion to *steal no more i even she who has been induced to
throw herself away, body and soul, may, by some possibility, be restored toa
better mind, so that she shall Jook upon her course of transgression with horror
and disgust; but the drunkard is so weakened and vilified by her enslaving
habit, and temptations are so constantly presented on every side, that we find

inually di d and thwarted in such cases, even after the

'y Pr
most flattering appearances.
The expense of maintaining such a Home as we have described, and of aiding
the discharged convict in the various particulars in which most of them need aid,
is necessarily considerable; but as we felt confident when we made our last re-
port, it is likely rather to Jessen than increase in proportion to the number who
receive the benefit of the institution, Not only does increased experience en-
able us to proceed more economically, but as our establishment becomes better
known, and its character better understood, we find so many additional facilities
for obtaining employment for the inmates, that their earnings more and more
ially lessen our exy From the blisk t of the Home in June,

1845, to our first annual meeting in December of the same year, it ¢ost the
gentlemen’s department $1500 3 from that period to the present time, the space
of one year, the Home has cost them scarcely more than one third of that sum-
The religious instruction at the Home is given by the city missionaries, who
officiate in turn every Sunday morning. On Wednesday evening of every
week the Rev. Mr. Darling holds a meeting. 1t is due to Diss Sersh H-

+ 1
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\cho}l, the Matron of the sewing department, to say that her services have be
unm-mg——she has accomplished much during the year, quilting, shirt-maki e"n
and y)l?xn sewing in all its branches, have been carried on ;lnder hegx: su; er:r'::' o
a portion of each day she devotes to reading to the women books of :n iustl:?llx]—t—
e and entertaining character. A chapter in the Bible is also read, and a h; rfl-
Sm,‘x’?}’] evlex}' mornirll:% and evening. ' i
e ladies would here grat 3 itti
D o ot e e gratefully acknowledge the unremitting
From November 12th, 1845, to November 12th, 1846, theve
received at the Home, 126. ’
Found situations for . .
Returned to their friends .
Sent to the Hospital . .
“  « Magdalen . .
“ “  House of Refuge .
Returned to evil courses . .
Left without permission . .
Discharged for improper conduct

«

services of

have been

@

-
SPWM A Y ©aSD

not being proper subjects for the Hor;m
Left, to find places for themselves
Remaining at the Home .

3

126
. me. twenty-four of those for whom situations have been found, we have
had satisfactory account. 'We have also the satisfaction of stating, that man;
o{ those who were reported last year as having been placed in sil;uations Mi
still doing well. '
The condition of the ferale prisoners at Blackwell's Island is calculated to
zwaken the sympathy and the alarm of all who visit that institution ; sympath;
for wretched fellow-creatures subjected to every evil influence—every brumly-
:zu_:g_associatinn; and alarm at the spectacle of a nursery of vice—a place for
training up a populatien for crime—a preparatory school where the young may
learn, at the public expense, the same employments which have brought their
predecessors to the State Prison and the gallows. The want of classification—the
want (.)f leanti upon this ding and jumbling of all ages and
conditions ; the lack of a competent nuwmber of ‘matrons—two being all that are
allowed for the superintendence of these hundreds; these st,rik:ns as amon;
the prominent points worthy of immediate attention. Females to the numbe%
?.f two or thl:ee hundred are congregated, during the day, in what is called
’\|L}]lel shanty ;" much of the time they are without any proper overseer,
and the confusion, profanity, and ribaldry that occur are horrible. The condi-
tn}n 9f the hf)spiml, too, where youth and maturity in crime are mingled indis-
lcllﬂl‘zma:;ly, is l_amef:table in the extreme. Even young girls, when once they
e -i:) n]\(l]a;etfl‘ in this dreadful school, ht‘mr with indifference the offers of those
N ; efriend them, and o'nly wait for their discharge to return to ther
a:i‘nts of 1.n!‘amy. Our efforts with such are vain.
Mor:ahnhxldren’s hospital, too, is a most heart-rending and loathsome sight.
than one hundred children are there assembled; the offspring, perhaps in
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& majority of instances. of vicious parents, and bearing on their faces and per-
sons but too striking indications of the care that will be needed to preserve
them from the way that leads to destruction. These are, it is true, under the
superintendence of a matron, but who are her assistants? If it had not been seen
it could not be believed, that prisoners—abandoned women—those whom society
has found it necessary to cast from its lap as puisances—are the chosen nurses
and guardians of these unfortunates. It is to the tender mercies of such beings
these that the puny infant is intrusted ; they teach the lisping speech to such as
as five through their nursing; and when intellect begins to develop itself, the first
instruction comes from such as these, whose very breath is profanity, and who
have long been strangers to the very pame of modesty. Such things need only
be named to be abhorred. May we ot hope that attention will early be called
to this and kindred subjects ?

At the City Prison we have met with the kindly co-operation of the matron,
Mrs. Foster, who has always shown the greatest alacrity in seconding our
efforts to reclaim the wandering, and to awaken the slumbering conscience in
cases whero there seemed still to be hope. She has even taken pains to send
for some of our Commitiee, in order 1o bring to their notice cases that claimed
their care.  She has provided clothing fit for their reception at the Home, or at
places where situations had been found for them, and this at her own expense.
Such humanity is rare. and it should be esteemed accordingly. But the radical
faults of the arrangements at the City Prison are numerous. Women of all
ages and of all degrees of crime, some subjects for the Alms-House, charged
with no crime, some fit for the Lunatic Asylum, and others who have taken
refuge from destitution and exposure, are afl commingled in oue mass, corrups
and corrupting.  Girls are every day to be found in the midst of the vilest and
most hardened offenders; and some of these girls are those who have, from
various causes, entered the prison comparatively innocent. Some of them are
paupers, and many are subjects for the House of Refuge.

One dreadful evil of this prison is, that, from the fact of there being but one
matron, the women are, most of them during the day, and all of them during
the night, subject to the control of male keepers, who are too often entirely
unfiy for their duties.

CAROLINE M. KIRKLAND.

Extracts from some of the letters received from those who have left the Home for
places provided by the Comvmiltee.

From A. B., (once considered almost a hopeless subject.)

November 7. 1846. * * * T must now say something about my place. 1
feel more contented than I did. T am living in one of the best families there is.
The house is all open to my hand.  They go out and leave me home to do a3
T please. T have net seen a key since I came here. The old lady is like our
good friend Mrs. G——, she is so good herself, she thinks everybody is good
about lier. I did not forget to speak about a place for you. I spoke to Mrs-
F——, ahout you, tho very first day I was here, and found all the neighbors
had hired for the winter, but there will be places in the spring. and Mrs, F—o
says she will get you n place then. Q! you will be delighted with this part of
the couatry. Give my love to Miss Wood, and tell her how I like my place,

g1
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:}r:;l ii::y nt/‘i;ne Ed;;sls or umglms:fl lthink\of her, for I see the good warm skirt
he gave 3 very thankful to Miss Wood for being so ki
fitve my love Lo our good Triend Mrs. (-, and tell her L ans sl el cor
writing to me, und I will try to improve the geod advice she sent rgne
Farewell—whatever he my lot, .
Wiile fueling burns within my breast,
Although by tice perhaps forgot,
2 thee remembrance oft will rest.

Your true friend, A. B.

Norw Savruw, October 114h, 18

_ - SALEw, . 1846.

WO}S:.]A;[%A‘:::‘?. gt(‘ls. now nearly two months since I left the Home, and I
ould bave th;n cfore, but I have had such a bad time with a complaiat i
s “h woul have lmq to give up and come to New York to the I-‘I) ital,
only for the 11","‘,1 people with whom I five. If my health remains og(slpixm]:
ages s “ﬁ,:l»lh:gi fiL x:':,ell;wI see ‘my ﬁtﬂf gir] often; she staid wi%h mveﬂ.‘v
; Jost night; s as lappy as she can be, and grow: H d
jadt simgs, aud I have every reason to be thankful for the ﬁ:pvpeiz;;ﬂ;{ém o
;.‘m 4 n}gﬁ:i:;eb? prnetsi‘n;- I hcl:pe {“mz will let Mrs. - know that [ f'e?l
u srateful enough to her; but I hope wh

.10;;( sll;‘;xr:t?fs_ni, le.]e \;\llule:lnm that my conduct has h;nv:n:l:l ::":ocl")nne:‘:isthl]l)leh:w

e i ser and al) those who have been kind to int in my
W “l'ti:!\: e I shouldd léi(e s‘ofmuéh to hear how all the lacﬁre-esirgleméie\};?l;'n]zz

a . L. -, AL e i 3 ink y
es: G o knDWAn ltS:them f]s. I think of them very often, and consider
some years i, for "twas then I became 1 »
" ’twa 1 estored to my se

could be something else besidos a low drunkard. ~ Remormher mo pargy, fhat T

e .1::; msnskn:y?:a;?u;:;ip ;;)w D1}n}:my Ayou have got at present. ng .]))JZ:;

3 , 2 . T r

thanks her for the gloves she sent hex:y G:;x;g;g? ber love 10 Mrs. T—end

Yours, respectfully,

July 24th, 1846.
; they were all glad to

Here to cheer me. mext
oro ¢ e you the money you lent i
i{jﬂf; youI. to‘fxﬂ&lﬂf;?ﬁﬂﬁ llne ten dfo]lars, and thit)} borrov:g;' ;ir\ln:hd‘)ogzg
@ st prper s unieul to you for your trouble with me; and they

- Hopper for his kindness to me when I si Sarn
y thanks to you and Dr. Hopper and Isaac T. Hopper, ang‘;l stl}‘l:l;.]adlie?mm

M
MY DEAR AND wycH ESTERMED FRIEND :

Y. ! 3 R
negl:‘; f:x‘llllldn{! ax;: sure, Jong before this reaches you, have considered me both
A, 1 dc fnfged me with base ingratitude. But T foel confident, when
e pg'ﬂs(z;ny;fn:ﬂl;ovevxcl have (l;een s_ituated, and what has transpired
llhl? idea L' will proceed. * + = "'SI?h:: fn{‘oblg;: t;nmy ot o o Hect
‘et mother—her sickness and death.] My fries
s::‘;;z;l;larly fortunate that I was at hmne,y
Pursuits. For my part I could see the finger of Providence in all.

W, i
<ll, the sale over, I was a considerable time before I 2ot settled in my new

bitots O
itation.  As it will be some time before Mr. Cabe’s father’s affairs will be

nds seemed to think it was
they being all engnged in their
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drawn to a close, and my home being delightfully situated about a mile from
Cabe’s mother’s residence, a little in the country, and feeling it to be better for
me to spend my time in some useful employment, I opened & school, and have
so far succeded as to obtain fifieen pupils—young ladies from ten to fifteen years
of age. This is my first quarter, and 1 anticipate the next quartex I shall double
the nurober. Oh! how often do 1 wish my dear friend could see me in my
much improved situation. I know, to use her own words, she would ¢ rejoice
To see my prosperity.” _ And now, by the way, on showing my mother the
Bivle, nud readiug her the note inclosed therein, she appeared better pleased
than if you had presented me with a hundred dollars, and desived me, when
1 wrote, not to forget to thank you on her behalf, and your family for the kind-
ness and hospitulity shown to me while in America. For my own part, never
while life lasts will be erased from my memory the many kindnesses 1
Toccived at your hands, and the anxious solicitude and sympathy of yourself and
he Indies. - Say to your futher that [ have got bis profile framed and glazed,
and fixed up i my best parlor opposite to my dear mother” Gratefully
remember me to your brother, the doctor, thank him for
fessionally while at the Howme. 1 trust he will not be * weary
having a promise that ¢ in due season he shall reap if he faint not.”

ou will not retuliate, seeing at once how I have been employed, but that I shait
speedily, at your first eonvenience, Yeceive an answer. Meanwhile believe me
when 1 subscribe myself,
Yours, obediently,

B—— came to the Home last winter as abject a heing a3 ever presented her-
self for ndmission at its doors. She bad left Blackwell's in a spow-storm.
miserably elad, and had wandered through the streets for hours, distracted and
half frozen in search of one of the Committee. She at length succeeded in
finding one, and procured & permit. er conduct for the five months she
yemained at the Home was exemplary.

Fourteen years ago, she came 1o this country with her hushand, who, ina
short time became shockingly intemperate and unable to support his family.
Enduring for years all the suftering that may be imagined from had and inces-
sant labor, ill treatment. and the loss of all ber children, she became disheart-
ened, fell into the snme loathsome habit, and for a slight fault, while intoxicated,
was committod to Blackwell's Her description of the horror she experienced,
when she ¢ found herself within a prison’s walls was most touching.
Fortunately, the moral disease had not paralysed her whole being; energy

enough remained to rouse hier 1o effort; and how well the good resolutions she
then made Liave been kept, may be inferred from the following lester :—

September 30th, 1846
Dear Mas. F . = » # % I should have written pefore, but was in hopes
1o have sent the money by some private opportunity, and now send but three
dollars, fearing to trust more to the mails ; but when I go to New York on the
1st of December, you 1y be assured I will not rest until it is all paid. Tam
perfectly contented in the family where T now am. 5. R, (the lady.)
aud ail have treated me with kindness; the baby is a sweet child; I love it

dearty. [ have written to Miss Wood, but have received no answer.
sincerely hope they are all well, and if it is not too much trouble, will let we

Tear from them soon. I thank God for his blessings.

No more at present from your affectiopate friend, —_—

She subsequently paid the remainder.
A death occurred at the Home a few days sinee, so full of melancholy interest
and deep monition, that it cannot be past by silently.

18467 -
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At an early age, by the d
a 3 eath of her mother, R—— wa
22:?,25, a intemperate and tyranuical father. As he was exscel:ginml e e
sertice place was procured fo the chil as soon as she was abl to work. Hor
cuployers wers kin dyund became much aitached to or  but hr fulior “urging
e 3 ly tore her from Ler comfortable house and her only
Her i
o 3:) vx;z::tfglrage \:as in lth?) country. She was then 16, and possessed—Iluck-
less dower for a poor girlbesuty. Under the most fuvorablo circumstons
what is the moral strength of sixteen? ' With only fiful gleams of ol or
infellectunl ight, and with no warning voice to winsper of inevitable o
s l‘lis e 5:1, 1‘; it hstrang‘?‘that her unwary feet were caught in the tempter’s t?lm
his cruel blighter of innocence was her employer' Son. Tho degp devotion
liim—alol]‘mce 3 had inspired her, was proved by her afterward follow;:ﬂ
o, muex:z uf{)rotgctje({—to one of the Eastern States, where he had beeg
font o ollege. er timidity probably prevented her from inguiring for him,
2 slio wandored round tho buiding in iopes of meeting him, until wea and
Siscourag ﬂa or fruitless search, she procured a service place. Some cirxz:u -
Stances | Pﬂ:‘gccolndu_ct of the girl induced the person with whom she en ’:d
% mmake pu ular inquiries respecting her past life. 'With the confidi e
of ber ago she disclosed all. Tho youn ws immodintely summsoned
fad con l;;):gt::es\?;hdhxs victim.  What ‘could he do to repair the ruin which
his herrtiessn (‘ind made? Nothing but give her money—money to pay for
ftan oL shg' :}x; megrﬂdntmn —desire her to go to New York, and ifyat 8
Ttare o o HO:' l'?)ce-df pecuniary assistance, to call on a friend of his whe
e or. H :3 nabm for some time prevented the necessity of an applica-
e g receive(‘i o g’ elxtrer?'le destitution to solicit the proffered aid, the
insults she roceived made her keealy feel the depth of degradation to which
Tometh the haﬁms o‘f?i‘;nf:x[nlnc;‘;zgr:a;k 31::5:\1'5 l:lffi_ntemperﬂnco and pollution, till at
ot tho t xchanged for a prison’s walls.
e duZt' 1\& h%gzn‘lxl‘g;:rzxﬁ:?ogze%]g‘n:? hu_vmg(i)ncke fa:}len. she must ever after lick
} he vay in a dark and tangled wil s
v . wi s,
ot gust, x;iellfigtsp:;.e ingly upon the thoros ud brambles, but‘,ﬁszﬁ?nsg’ul;s’v};:;
5 nce more to gain the clear and
gle)z fa'l‘lé_ontg wandering cannot extinguish all the ene: e o
5))51‘\) ;ugirlong‘uf the heart, and so ‘paralyze the victim that unresistingly she
shall sufler esc[;xcum}s}t_f]adnces t? chain her forever to the earth. Sp'u’itsg zf an
n ny, children of an Almighty Father, o i
M‘S":‘;’)Ee hﬂslgwen you to resist and :oni],uar? or, how can ye so distrust the
circumsa ::es;)_vtzdn;x;]a co}n:rage, loyalty to one’s self, and Heaven will subdue
o o n;a ough many, very maoy, glances of contempt and words
N repronch » y wound and discourage, many, ay, more cheering looks, a
]gurg vari s, and loving henrts will encourage and sustain. K o
- am‘lnrivth he 1a§: winter a frequent visitor at the prison became interested in
ind, when she lft it procured her admssion at che Homo. o
o Vhon sho entered it, hor air was Janguid and she had a bad cough, which
hu}F{m e wd indhe e of that insidious, invisible enemy of
wurlée_ Egg)c:incrzat\_zre was not quite alone in this bright, glorious, and happ;
rorkl—bright, glorions and Liappy to those Whose virtueus resolutions and A
Pirposes b sOwen so ch;ushed in youth by holy influences, that no seeds of
cemorso aro sown (o embitter age. She had a blind brother, whose regular
itendunce at church attracted the notice of a benevolént fumily. Thoy invited
FS e v?l:lrseé Elql.)lre,d nto his circumstances, heard of his sick sister, and
regular phg',sicisaluf an;: Xf'hell' own doctor was kindly sent to consult with the
dux{_ng o0 illness.’ clergyman was introduced, who continued to visit her
o prevent having her sent t i
ety o the Hospital, one of the daugh
vay her board at the Home, furnished her room, and supplied t! et?irt:l: mrg
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hout her illness
trouble, and grateful for
d to conceive,

h defeat and

outhful indis-
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Her expressions
d eminence.

full of trust and hope in tl

g
but a deep conviction

7—Rich in

ing.

d into any min
the pulpit !

future respectability an
darkened ker whole existence.

in readi
Thank Heaven, not God’s!

to give
ssed her lips,
her mind.
-book, which, as long as she had
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No picture has been attempted of the
of that inward struggle which eye hath

few months, and throu

unwillin;
the bar, or in

d through the same strife, covered wit!
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FEMALE DEPARTMENT.
d which hath not entere

and foeling,
but those which have passes

No reproaches ever pa

of her own delinquencies seemed to possess
eared to take much pleasure

a mind at peace with all the world,

nerous friend had
Unseen and Eternal.

ible world of thought

invisil
And where is the author of this moral d

This is but a bare relation of facts.
honors, has he taken his place at

She was confined to her bed but a
was exceedingly patient and gentle

Her ge
strength, she app

dicated

isgrace.

act which threw a passing shadow over his fame,

cretion would be no obstruction to
Such is man’s justice !

the little table beside her bed.
not seen, nor ear heard, an

50 necessary in sickness.

the least attention.

in
d
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LIST OF DONORS—FEMALE DEPARTMENT.
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DONATIONS IN CASH.

Female Association $200 00, Mr. Balistier

Recitation Party 70 00| Mr. Lemuel Wells

Charade Par 2 50| Mr. Lawrence

Bradbury's Concert 38 75| A friend

Naylor & Co. 00" Mr, Robertson

Mrs. Banyer 20 00 A friend

Proceedsofa ectnre by Mr.Giles 14 00( A friend

A friend, (proceeds of a book of 4 o | Mrs. W. N. Seymour
flowers) = Mrs. Bradish

A friend 00{ A friend

Miss Jay 001 Mrs. Wallace

Wells & Spring 00! Mrs. Martin

4 friends 001 A lad;

Mrs. Parmley 00| Mrs. B. Kirkland

Mrs. E. 8. Gould 00} A friend

Miss Margaret G. Corlies 00} A friend

Mr. Benjamin Strong 00 A friend

Mr. John P. Stagg a0

Mr. Tweedy 00

Mr. Alex. T. Stewart 00

A former inmate 00

Mr. Edward Cook 00

Mr. L. F. Mitchell 00

Dr. Parmley 00} Cash

Mr. Cleveland 00 | Mrs. Roberts

Mr. Hilton 00| Mrs. Roselle

Mrs. Mary Trimble 00 | Mrs. Hatch

Mis. D. Dedley Field A friend

Mr. Edmund L. Benzon A friend

Ms. Henry Sedgwick

2 friends

Mrs. Elihu Townsend

%
W

GIBBONS,
Committcs.

8.
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BB

RECEIPTS.

opriations from the P

From inmates, for clothing, board, ete.-
nd to be correct.

Balanco on hand last year -
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t current with A. J. H. Fitch, Treasurer.
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DONATIONS IN DRY GOODS, GROCERIES, ETC.

Lot of hardware from I. Van Antwerp; one dozen pair of shoes from D. & A. Wes-
sen; one piece of sheeting, and one piece of calico from Parsons, Lawrence, & Co. 3
two pieces of calico from Loomis & Lathrop; shawls from Shelden & Co.; twenty-two
bowls from Willet’s; one barrel of crockery, and one bale of wadding from Wells &
Spring ; cartage of the above articles given by Mr. Dougherty two piocos of Canton
flannel from a friend ; five pounds of tea from Joseph N. Ireland; eleven bonnets from
friends; one piece of sheeting from Charles King; one sheet, one pillow-case, one towel
from n fitends four pounds of tea from T. 8. Hoge; Indian meal, and dried apples from
a friend ; one bag of vegetables, and oue bag of meal from the country; two account
books, aud sundry articles of stationery from Roe Lockwood; one barrel of erockery
from Mr. Hustace ; one scuttle, tinware, accouut book, two bonnets from a friend;
clothing, valued at fifteen dollars, from Mrs. Fearing; one piece of calice fram Lock-
wood & Co.; one piece of muslin from Jones & Suord; one dozen knives and forks,
and carver, and five pair of scissors from E. Marshall; one piece of calico, and clothing
from Miss Corlies; one box of crockery from J. Baker & Co.; one box toilet sets from

. P. C. Corlies; one case, containing a variety of articles, from Robert Haydock: one
dozen pitchers and basons from H. W. Hayduck & Co.; one hall stove from George
Platt; two pieces of calico from James Chambers ; one piece of sheeting from Wells &
Spring; two dozen tooth-brushes from John Loines; one dozen each, brushes and
combs, from Joseph West; brushes and combs from a friend ; several valuable dona-
tions of hardware, dry goods, etc., through Edmund L. Benzon; one ham from Jol
Ketcham, Jericho, L. T.

Not among the least valuable donations were vegetables through the sammer from
the garden of James S. Gibbons, and the Tribune from Horace Greely.

Debts -
Due for work

EXPENDITURES.

, fuel, ete.

Female Department of the Prison As

To Balance to new account

rovisions,
Travelling expenses, etc.

Carpenter’s bill
Water tax

Stove furniture
Cartage and cleaning -
Medicines -

Salaries to matrous -
Funeral cxpenses

P




LIST OF DONORS—MALE DEPARTMENT.
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LIST OF DONORS—MALE DEPARTMENT.

Honorary Life Members of the Ezecutive Commitice, by payment of One Hundred

Boorman, James
Brown, James

Doliars and uprcards.

Crosby, William B,
Minturn, Robert B.

Pavker, Charles
Perkins, Rev. G. W. Conn.

Life Members of the Association, by the pagment of Twentyfive Dollars and upwards.

Alsop, J. W.
Aspinwall, William H.
Astor, William B.
Austen, David
Barron, Thomas

. Benzon, Edmund L.

g
Builer, Benjamin F.
Chauncey, Henry
Cartiss, Cyrus
Daly, Chailes P.
Douglass, Wimdm
Duer, John
Edmonds, John W
Field, B. H.

Field, H. W.
Foster, jr. James
Green, John

| Grosvenor, Jasper
Hecdges, Tmml 15
Herrick, J. E
Howland, G. .

Howland, S. 8.
Howland, W. Edgar
Funt, Thomas
Johnston, John
Jones, Jumes J.
: Langdon, Mrs.

Leupp, Charles M.
Lord, Rufus L.
Lorillard, jr., Peter
McBride, James
McCoun, William T.
Morgan, M.
Murray, Lindley
Newell, William
Norrie, A

Olyphant, D. W. C.

Subscriptions and Donations from December 7,

Ada.ms &, Co.

Austen, David
Baker, A. 8.
Banyer, Mrs.
Barron, Thomas
Bartlett, Edwin
Bard, William
Beales, Dr.
Bebee & Brother

knap,
Blanco, R for workhouse
Bliss, Mr.
Boker, Herman
Bowne & Co. Samuel
Brady, James T.
Breyoort, H.

Browne, Geo. W

$5 ‘ Bronson, Mrs. Arthur
Bruce, George

5 'Buck Wm. J.

m Bu(,k]ey, "Thomas
’ Buckingham, 0.

30 | Bull, William G.
Bussing, E. & J.
Butler, Charles

"5 Butler, B

2 | Cammann, O. J.

20 { Carter, Joseph

25 ury,s T.

20 | Cary, W
C.&'s. (Aslol House)

Cash, H.

Cash,
Cash, B. C.

2
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{ Parmly, E.
Ray, Hobert

| Rhinelander, Wm. C.
Roosevelt, C. V. 8.
Russell, Israel

| Schermerhorn, Peter

Sherman, Auszen

\\lm":‘!, Jonathay

| Talbot, Charles !\4.

! Van Nest., Abraham

t Wetmore, Prosper M.

j Whitney, Stephen

\Vllmerdmﬂ Wm. E.

f\\ aolsey, E. 4.

 Andrews, Rev, Mr. Troy,

Beman, Rev. Dr. Troy,

Burrell LK baliabmy, Her-
kimer

Packer, WS Brooklyn LIL

843. to December 22, 1846.

l Cash, $6
Cash, 20
i Cash 15

323Buannuat
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283 vafuBunnannad
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LIST OF DONORS—MALE DEPARTMENT.

$10
3

Bomnad

uncey, Henry
Ch‘ches!er, Abner
Cobb, James N.
Collis, James
Cook, jt. Zebedeo
msby, J P

]

Cartis:

Paiy, C. P,

Dave eupon, Quincy, & Co.
Day. Mahlon

Denilt, Miss
Dolmonico, L
Deunistoun & Co.,
Denuiston, jr. C.
Dominick, James W.
Douglass, ‘William

ey

9
S

¢

w oo
aranindan

01210

& meas!onx
Fre! m-vhnyseu, Theodote
Gibhons, James
Gilwn, John
Gignoux, Mr.
Graff, J. A.
Grant & Barton,
Goxdon & Talbot
Gourlie, J. H.
Hag,

@

)

e L )

P

Hale & Haliock,
Halsey & Co. Wm.
Hallef, Wm. P.
Hammersley, J. W.
Hanson, Samuel G.
Harrison, E.
Hasluck & Co,
Harmony,Nephews & Co. 25
Hastings, George
Harvey, J.

Hart, J.

Hedges, Timothy
Hendncks, Mrs.
Hendricks, Misses
Herder, N. D.
Herrick, J, E.
Hicks, John M.

1

S

DANRRS G
=

L H. AL
Johuson, H. (U.S. Hotel) 3
5 75 | Rhinelauder, W. C.

5{0gden, J. D. P.

Hilger & Co.
Hitcheock, C.
Hoadley, Phelp, & Co. 10 1
Hoffman, L. M. 5|
Hone, Philip 20!
Hopper, Isaac T.
Hopper, John

ow, C. W. 5
How, B. W. 5
Howland & Aspinwall, 100
Hunt, Freeman
Hunt, Thomas 5.‘5
Irvin, Richard 10
Jay, Jobn 10
Jay, Miss 2

$4[

Johnston, John

Johnson, O. 1

Jones, James J. 25

Kemeys, Breeso & Samp-
son

Kent, Jamea

Keyser, J. H.

King. J. G’

Knap , Shepherd

Langley, W.

Lathrop, F. s & Co.

Lawrence.

Leggett, W.H (F.Home) 10

LeRoy, H.

LeRoy, Mr. 2

LeRoy, Jacob N. 1

Lester & Co.

Long & Davenporm

Lord, R

Lonllard, ir. Peter

Manning, R. H.

Marsh, James 2

Mason, .

McBride, James 25

McCrackan, J. L. H. 1

McCurdy,Aldnch &,Speml

2
5

\rfead Mrs. Gabriel 10
‘leddleton,T D. 5
Miaturn, Robert B. 50
Monroe, James
Morgan, M.
Morgan, A. W.
Morse, N. B.
Murray, Lindley
Naylor & Co
Ne son, Wm.

ving, R. H.
l\ewhold & Cruft
Newbold, George
Newell, Wm.

) 2
agomSauan

20
wo o

25

e

0 | Stevens B, K.

5 | Swift & Hurlbut

109

Olyphant, D. W.C $25
20

5 ; Outhout, John

Oathout, Wm. 10
Owen, James 5
Palmer, J. J.

2 | Parker, Chn 's(byfriend) wn
2 | Parmly, E

Parmly, 3

5 | Parsons & Lawrence

Pattison & Co. G.

5| Pell, Alfred

Phelps & Dodge
Pauéf, G

Ray, Robert

Reed, Richard
Richards & Cronkhite
Rider, E. T.

Robbins, D. C.
Rogers, C. H.
Ronald, Mrs.
Roosevelt, C. V. 8.
Ruggles, Samuel B.
Russell, Wm. C.
Sabine, G. A. M.D.
Saltus, F.
Sampson & Co. J.
Schermerhorn, Peter
Sands & Co. A.
Schieffelin, 8. A.
0 | Schieffelin, 8. B.
Schieffelin, H. M.
Schieffelin, J.
Scott, Wm. B.
Sedgwick, T.

1010
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Suydam, M. & L
Swan, C
Swift, E

Sturges, Jonathan
Stuart, J. & J. & Co.

9 10—
aous

W
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Tweedy, O. B.
Underhill, J. 8.
Van Nest, Abm.
Wainwright, E.

Walsh, Dr.
15 | Walsh'& Mallory




