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Professor Ottc Kirchheimer

Demartment of Public Law and Government
Columbia University

New York 27, XN.Y.

Dear Otto,

hovpe you forgive me this delav in ?QQN8I1P§ vour letter. Before

I could do so I had to talk to Stammer agsain about the compromise
you su Q?CSU d — and vou know how long it takes fto get hold of him =

and, Lurbnermore, I had written axm longish letier to Padover expnlain-
ing mv decision and felt that it might be better for me 1o wait for
his reasction hefore undertaking anv further steps on myv pert. I am
sorry if my decision, sfter all, was again negative, but in the first
place I still feel - end Stammer‘emphaticaily insisted on the same point
that my first obligsetion is to finish the project which I started
{and on behalf of which Decple and monev here were mohilized and

Eed

annot be done hefore summer '63 - 1f thenw=rnd which

ot

committed) which ¢

will take all mv energv until then. Bisides {end I thought and talked

& lot ebout it), th e possibility of going back for the suring semester
and returning again in summer involved, on closer inspection, so many
technical problems that it would have distracted me way beyena the

mere time involved in the change, So I came to the conclusion that I
have to svick to myv first reac tion — that I would be greatly interested
in the offer if it were made for the £all of '63, but couldn't accept
it any earlier. Throughout all this I have felt most appreciative of
vour efforts on my behalf; a2s well as very honored and flattered that

I should be chosen to be Hirchheimer's successor st the New School. I am

simply stating a fact; I do not wish Ho0 flatter wvou. As far as mv future
rosnects over here are concerned, I must admit o st%ong abbivalence

myv feelings., It would very much depend on the kind of bosition I am
fered {if any) and on the location before I could make a decision.

ut even if nothing verv tempting should turn up by the end of this

r {I could hardly weit longer) I bhelieve that I should _be able to

d a fairlv satisfactory job Dack in the US; and I would not consider

n

g back to Harpur the worst alternative,

3

I was veryv pleased bv vour kln& comments on my book. Did you #ead the
oraginal thesis or the somewhat shortened version which has now a eared9
I would be interested in vour eleboration of the remark thet you do not
agree with my historical introduction., I wonder whether, in reading
furter inte it, vou will find other sections with W“LCh vou will also
disagree. As vou may know, Franz Neumann died just at the fime of my
comnletion of +the dissertation and I never had the benefit of 2 really
careful and astringent criticism such as he would have given me. Perhap



0

-

vou could now supply me with some of it, if your time permits. As I
mvself feel far from enthusiastic about the bock - it is now almost

ten yvears since I did t: e research for it and I have gained new per-
swectives which make me see the shallows and lacunae rath er clearly -

I am encouraged by yvour coxments into believing that it may have merits
which I had become blind to by repeated critical self-exwosure.

By the wav, th e other dav I discussed a possibility which might

serve both the New School and me, though it could not be more than a
"Notloesung®. How would vou feel about asking Hirsch-%Weber to stand in
for the comparative slot for one vear; which would make it possible

for me to take it on in '83 or for the New School to look around &%
leisure., It isn't certain that HiWe could get away from the Institute
for that long, but he seemed very attracged by the idea and it might

be worth keeping in mind,

I am verv pleased tha®d Fred is so much enjoying »is return to the fields
of academe., Just goes to show that there are degrees in "relative evil™;
and I am grateful for him tc have ghrned me off the State Department as

a career line. I am looking forward to seeing him during the summer at
his chalet in Adelboden. Sounds grand, doesn't it? I am sorry I missed
vou on vour visit to Germany last summer. Are vou planning to come again
this vear? In that case I shall meke a point of being around when you
visgit Berlin.

You may thinkx my attitude naive or shortsighted in turning down so
good an opportunity. I am sorry, but that is th e way 1 am, but I do
want you %o know — excuse me remating myself - that I am most grateful
to vou for thinking of me in this conre ction. With my sincere thanks
end verv best greetings, i}g{

; W L~
: p P S ¢
jfiéiNﬂv/ﬁﬁl
L 4

K}%t L. Shell
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= o ‘rtm@nt.wﬁLL riew nEe Thheon gl e “H1 rnl@”oi Snggesting your

3 v orid ﬁaﬂé £6 Ehe budget commiftee and the ULl GULty For an appoinbment

as of September 19063, Thers e wréatl11kalMhood that thies recommends-

tion will be asespted and that you will get an official letter or

telegram in about two wesks,. You wmust however be clear ahout one

thing. My colleagues are hwwrﬂfiﬁﬂ at the idga thet nhwyiwjl1 have

mmbod; on. hand, ang;fheyi wowldl Lh&@éfﬂ@é bot b i\lﬁm Lo put _the

yntle” S hing of f,for three om Folr iehthl br gV@n'ﬂf, Qx While they

RO ar@‘hew perfectly.willing tol.delay the ﬁé% b8 415) 0.?&tp* to putt your

B0l Apddds t111 “autumn 65y Eheyhwonlld: @&qﬁﬁ%é &0u to Blgn o hizding

' - contract ndéw for the 1963 date, While the salary which they will
probably offer you in the nelghborhood of § 9,000.1s in my oplulon open
~to some lesway jeyou might get $ 500 wore or, If there are alfrivultiles
about ‘the salary range of other assosiste prof@aawra, I think 1t .
1ikely that the pr@atdoni would be willing to make other adjustments
- {Ueberfahrtskoaten, “ebersiedlungsbeltrag) which practically m ount
to the smame thing = the raquiv@mant that you make up your mind now
is not likely to be walved, As you now have probably aout Thres weeks
antil you will have to answer an official sommuniocation from these
gentlemen I would apprecliate 1If you eeuld wake up your mi d on this
CImportant points whether you want to sign a ﬁ@ntvmat now ‘for Yt oher
1963, Neeodless to say I would feel very pratiried f Gr the sake of
the &choml if you could see your way to atcepl.

A8 to the provisional arrangemsnts for 62-63 the suggestlen
re Hirsch Weber 18 execellent and I would only be too glad if I sould.
gelt my colleagues toa ot upon 1t, Whether I shall be able lLs however
doubtful for the following resmsons: while it was unclear whether
they would get you or see tholr way to walt the whole year the aeting
dean Howsrd White has turned to his fabther confessor Strauss Chieago
who tries to mnhaengen him a young man whe supposedly ewu?d tenoh
both political philosphy and comparative government, name of Romoger,
While I have been able to get him off that track with some Yard labor
now, when I sould show him that there 1s a good chance thatb ‘you
will accept for 1963, he will probably wapt to hire him Ffor B2
and 1f that for one reason should not materialize he will probably
try to make a new appointment for a man who would bteach aonaﬁitufiwnai
law and public adminlstration ( I baught eonstitubtional law and -
public adminisbration wag handled by an outslde adjuna# pr@f@ﬁﬁmr)
you would not he supposed to tisach constitubional law but ratker &
politieal theory course in additlon to comparative government. This
18 the reason why T do not feol too confident that 1 would be abla
to makﬁ them see thelight in re Hirseh Weber; nmadl@aa toesay, ahal’




-Dan , .

try n@varthnlamwg please sxplain the situation in detall to
Hirach Webar And tell him how gratified I would be 1f I can

pe¥iPedte "HH e roal, Though, given the constellation as T desoribed
16 to you, wmy hap@ﬂ are faint, '

I have noh read your whole book but omly on 8% 20 pages
of the proof which we were able to get Prom the pubWﬁéhev'and with
the help of whivh T managsd to convinee wmy cojlaamu@afthat you
“are the rjght‘man,WWhgmafer@ %\do WO hAvs ﬁ é®m§pg§@§JuQ@ment '
andiwilj“hav : v e 161 book whbm@jh% you;are able

¢ "1; a 0 501 m&aﬂ@h thess [ 90 ﬁ&“&a“wﬂiahn, r@gg in great
rh ey f L mad MCQ,QSWUWhlgh anniy”ho@e“ﬁ cafi" find a agaln e
e E “dw ﬂgh kﬁoW 5 heral shalll”be’tn.0etmaky tﬁ?ﬁ aummm»,”but
L Where- 18- a chdhce, In this case & ghould love %o ,,@Q:H$Wﬁ I would be
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Apprll 17,1962

Deay K&
Thanks for your letter. I uw erstand your feelings and

mgtivahiana perfectly especially your feelings about living

in New York. I never moved there myself, You do make a mlistake 1
stake in one point: the Graduaste Faculby faellt aus dem Rahm

en and probd 1y comes closer toe the pedagogleal funotion
you have in mimd.ﬁowevar thet is now past history and

whether the job will be avellable labter on 1s dublous and

T shd 1L have no ingluence on 1% any more.

T hope you did bthe right thing. If so, I am glad for you but

gorry for the school.

Be nice anaughﬁa let me have a copy when  our book comes
out, Make your publisher send it to my home adress 2801 Beechw
bank Rd. 8ilver Spring,Md. I am looking forward to g tudlying
1t in detail., Yerhaps ~ can see you this summer; it 1s likely
that 1 shall be in Burope.

With kind regards -




July 59 19643

Herrn Professor Dr. Utto Aubrdok
Universitest Glessen

Sehr verehrter Herr Kollege:

, Ieh begtitige hiflichst den Erhalt Ihrer Anfrage im Bewug auf
Profeasor Siell. Ich kenne Hermm Shell selt etwa 8 Jehven. loh bin mit ihe des Ofteren
sowohl in puropa wie such in den Verelnigten Staaten susasmen gatroffen. Ich hebe
wobl alle seiner gedmdkt vorliegenden Arbeiten, seles in deutmoh oder in englisch,
studiert. wine davon, sein Buch iber den Usterveichischen Neohkrlegesozlelismus
_ habe lch vor ca 2 Jabren in der rolitical Sclence (Quartexly besprochen.

werr Shell ist eln hervorvegends bel#higter celitikwlesevscnaltler
seine Arvbeliten Uvber sngland Usterreich sowle uber dle Lerliner Wuhlen welsen in
ple einen Foveoner sue der sowohl lateachennaterisl gut und suverléssls verarbelien
wie auveh interessent und tiefachuirfend interpretieven kann. Selne besonderen
Benthungen naben der Erforscnung der politiscnen und Sozielstrust ur dey modernen
westlichen Demokvatie segolten und slies was or darliver su sagen hab veprdient
Baachtung., ' '

‘ Allgeneln beseichnet man ihn &ls eloe. erstilessigen Lenver der
bel selnen vtudenten Enthuslasnug wnd tlefen mindruck binterkift. Aus diemsenm Grund
wirde er fir einen Lehrstubl fir politische Blldung besonders gilnstige Voraus-
gotzungen nitbringen. ileh glaube mach dal Professor Shell die perstnlichen Vorauwsg
sebgungen mit sich hringt die ihn zu o.nen angenchmen und zuverliesigen Kollegen
machen wirden. leh habe nie etwas Machteiligee iber ibn von den amerikenischen
Kollegen die mit ibm zusemmen gesrbeitet haben gehtirt und ich bin sicher daf daselbe
auch filr geine Berliner Kollegen gilt. Die Universitéit Glessen wirde an Herrn
Professor Shell wine sretklessige Lehrkraft gewlonen.

- Mit dem pusdvuck meiner Vor%ﬁ@lieh@n Hichaohtung, bin leh,

Ihr shar srgebener

Otto Kirchheiner
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