Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheid

and Racism
Box 3002 - Pine Hills Station JANUARY, 1988

Albany, NY 12203 NEWSLETTER
A Project of the Social Justice Center

NEXT REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING: THURSDAY, JAN. 28, 1988 at 7:30 p. m.
Urban League, corner of Livingston and Ten Broeck, Albany, New York

10PIt: Racial violence ... critical update

* Cases of Racial Violence - Tawana Brawley, Jimmy Lee Bruce & others

« The need for a statewide special prosecutor - Cuomo's position

e

« The Coalition petition campaign - Albany policewoman Von Dollen Burke

Jeff Jones and Vicki Smith will lead discussion

For Barbara Winters - December, 1988
(Th2 followsing statement was made to Barbara Winters upon her resignation as
Director of the Albany Urban League and her return to Connecticutt)
Tnese words were not difficult to put together. They are 3 collation of the
reactions of the membars of the Coalition who we talked to about your leaving.
The reaction beCame predictable, Barbara, never has there been a time, that
any of us can remember, that anyone has com2 into our community and made such
an impact in such a short time.

four work has been insightful and steady. You are most skilled at working
with all sectors of the community, You are deliberate, open, honest and caring.
You live by the saying, "Nothing ventured, nothing gained." This ideal has led
you forward, taking others along with you.

Your contributions and initiatives in the community are endless. While
others talk, you act. GSometimes they talked while you were acting, and they are
still talking! Your involvement in the Coalition and your role on the steering
committee have been invaluable.

Barbara, within a very short time, you said to us: "This is where I want
to be!!" You understood that our politics is a maze of diversity and you in-
stinctively understood the difficult task ah2ad. You put on no airs and you
werg willing to learn and grow with us. In your work you became a symbol of the
11§ between fighting racism here and fighting apartheid in South Africa.

now that you have been a true sister in struggle. A luta continua!

The Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism, Albany, N.Y.
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NEWS NOTES

STUDY GROUPS - The Coalition has been running monthly study sessions on
what is happening in Southern Africa. In October, South African students,
Sean Lewis and Shobhna Golpa, discussad their experiences as students
within the country. In November, Vicki Erenstein of the Nalional Lawyers
Guild told of a -onference she recently attended in Harare, Zimbabwe and
the moves by the apartheid regime to destabilize and terrorize all of
Southern Africa. ~In December, Mojaki Thulo of the ANC led a discussion of
the meaning and importance of tha Freedom Charter. Also in December, two
members of the Coalition, Barbara Winters and Naomi Jaffe, presented in-
formation on the situation in Namibia. Scheduled next: a discussion ¢ '§
Mozambique in January and one on Angola in March. If you would like to
join these study sessions, call 4356-0562.

A. PHILIP RANDOLPH INSTITUTE The next me2ting of the A, Philip Randolph
Institute, Albany Chapter, will be held at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 4,
1988, in the offices of Service Employees Local 200 D, 16 Russell Road,
Albany (Westgate Building, adjacent to the Westgate Shopping Center).
All who are interested in working with the Black community, through the
labor movement, are invited to attend. (APRI is part of the AFL-CIO)

SOCIAL JUSTICE CENTER - Peace Offerings, the craft and gift store of the
Social Justice Center of Albany, raised $3,000 for the Center during the
recent holiday season. These funds provide critical help to the Center
which is struggling to raise money to meet operating costs. Besides
raising money, another of the store's goals is to provide multi-cultural
and political education. The store will be kept open the rest of the year
with shortened hours. Call 434-4037 for details.

Bowl-a-thon - On Saturday, February 27, 1987, the Social Justice Center
will sponsort the second annual Bowl-a-thon as a fundraiser. If you like

l to bowl and could be part of a Coalition team, call 438-0309.

Volunteers needed by the Center. Each member group (the Coalition is a

member group) has been asked to find volunteers to work at various jobs a

few hours or days each month. Help is needed in the following areas:

office work, floor and window displays, publicity, physical work on the
building,fundraising. Call 438-0309 or 434-4037 if you can help out. =

The Social Justice Center, made up of several organizations working onT"
issues of peace and social justice, is an invaluable community resource.
Please give your support.

NEWS NOTES CONTINUED

CRITICAL BLACK ISSUES CONFERENCE - On Saturday, February 6, 1988, from
9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the New York State Museum at the Empire State
Plaza in Albany. Guided community discussions will focus on several
major issues including economics, politics, education, cultural and
social awareness and leadership. For more information on the confer-
ence, call (518) 885-1683 (eves.)

In this newsletter you will find a flyer with particulars of this
event - please read and post where others can read it.

BLACK AND PUERTO RICAN LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS WEEKEND - This year's weekend
is planned for February 13-15. Remember the dates.

WASHINGTON OFFICE ON AFRICA - provides very comprehensive and valuable
e legislative updates on Southern Africa, including the latest regarding
» sanctions bills. If you would like more information, call 436-0562.

LATIN NIGHT - On Friday, January 22nd from 9:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m, thered
will be a Latin Night at the Imperial Room of the Thruway House on
Washington Avenue in Albany. For more information, call Tony 465-1827.

CELEBRATING DIFFERENCE - UNITY AND DIVERSITY SERIES sponsored by Women and
Minority Studies, Peace Studies and the Reinhold Niebuhr Institute of
Siena College will present two lectures in February.

"where do we go from here - chaos or community?" by James Lawson, Pres.
of the Los Angeles chapter of the SCLC and former Martin Luther King
colleague and co-worker - on February lst at 8:00 p.m.

“African International Ethos" slide show and lecture by Marta Moreno

Vega - on February 15th at 8:00 p.m.
Both programs will take place in Room 202, Roger Bacon Hall, Siena

College, Route 9, Loudenville.

REMEMBERING THE REVOLUTIONARY VALUES OF MARTIN LUTHER KING

"I am convinced that if we are to get on the right side
of the world revolution, we as a nation must undergo a
- radical revolution of values. We

must begin the shift from a "thing
oriented" society to a person orient-

% b o ed society. When machines and com-
puters, profit motives and property rights are considered more import-
ant than people, the giant triplets of racism, materialism and
militarism are incapable of being conguered.” M.L. King
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INTERNATIONAL APARTHEID CONFERENCE

More than 500 delegates from all over
the world, travelled to Arusha, Tanzania,
v attend an Anti-Apartheid conference
ealled by the African National Congress,
the vanguard of the liberation movement
in South Africa.

Vera Michelson, of the Capital District
Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism,
was part of the 14-member US delegation
to the conference, which consisted of
representatives of governments, non-
governmental organizations, solidarity
organizations, national liberation move-
ments of several countries and the South
African democratic movement inside the
country. The conference was entitled,
“"PEOPLES OF THE WORLD A.
GAINST APARTHEID FOR A DEMO-
CRATIC SOUTH AFRICA.”

The following is a conversation with
Vera M ison

W

Q: Anti-Apartheid conferences are
being held all the tme. What was special,
or difterent or sagnificant abowt this one?
A: This was the first time in the history

of the 11 ation movement that the ANC
has been able to sit down with the
international community 1o discuss
strategtes to more effectively isolate
South Africa. The actual work of the
conference was done in four commissions:

by Pretoria’s policy of aggression

aganst the fronthine states.

2)  Mebilization  of people's
sanctions,

3) The mternational isolation of the

Apartheid regime,

4) New perspectives on international
solidarity

It was in the comnussions that strate-
gies were hammered out to set an agenda
for the international movement, which
will push the struggle forward to keep
up with the escalating resistance inside
South Africa.

Q: How does the African Natonal
Congress fit into the internal or external
struggle”? _

A: The time has come for the world
to understand that the South African
regime is absolutely illegitimate. The
people’s movement in South Africa 1s
fully behind the ANC. Freedom fighters
from inside the country who spoke under
strict security measures repeatedly told
of the vanguard role of the ANC. One
un-named representative of COSATU
(the largest and most powerful trade
union federation in South Africa) said:
“The ANC lives among our people, it is
within our people. they are instruments
of liberation.”

Q: Why should the ANC receive full

Damu Smith, Director of the Wash-
ington Office on Africa, Vera
Michelson, Co-chair of the Capital
District Coalition Against Apart-
heid and Racism, Albany, New York
and Art Kanel of WESTPAC at inter-
national conference in Tanzania.

ANC Present for First Time

1]

support  from the internationa!
community”?

Az It is the will of the mass democratic
movement inside the country. That same
COSATU representative said: “We want
to inform the Conference and the inter-
national community that we don't see the
need for any other national liberation
movement, except the ANC. The ANC
15 an organ of unity. It was founded on
the principle of broad unity amongst our
people. In its policies and constitution
there is room, and a home for all kinds
of belief, for all men and women who
are senous and true compatriots, The
struggle 15 not playing games. Men,
women and children are daily imprisoned,
tortured and killed. We don't want to
encourage the existence of the Savimbis'
and the Renamos’. Thus we appeal to the
international community to help us av 4
it. Only the fascist, racist white LT T
and Reagan will encourage the existence
of a third force ™

You see, the issue is critical now,
because the South African governmg
and its Western allies, are trying
promote puppets hke Gatsha Buthelezi
and his Inkatha movement. These people
are not legitimate and do not represent
the people. They are being promoted by
the SA government in a desperate attempt
to divide the forces of democracy and
freedom and to sow confusion.

The mass democratic movement inside
the country, organizations like COSATU,
the UDF (the largest political grouping
in the country), the youth, student.
women's organizations, etc, not only
support the program of the ANC, which
enshrines non-racialism and democracy
but also support the ANC as the nucleus
of the government in exile.

Q: What do people in the US have o
do with all this?

A: Simply being Anti- Apartheid is not
enough. The liberation movement needs
our concrete support. There is no middle
ground. We are ecither supporting the
ANC, or the regime. In his address to the
conference. President Julius Nyerere of
Tanzama sk " the task of the ANC
is to continue the struggle and the task
of non-racialists everywhere is o support
them.”

Q: How does the solidarity/anti-
apartheid movement in the United States
compare with movements in other
countries’

A: Britain and the Scandinavian coun-
tries have strong movements which are
not fragmented. The Socialist countries
and most of the African nations support

-

the liberation movement. Even Japan now
has a growing Anti-Apartheid movement
which is working to prevent lapanese
companies from moving into South Africa
to replace disinvesting companies. In the
US we tend to go in spurts and jogs. We
have a tendency (o support an issue if
it is fashionable. | sometimes think we
have very short attention spans.

Q: How does the conference see the
role of the US in the future?

A: We have to build on the importamt
victories that we have won in this country.
Our task here is to advance the effort to
win real and complete sanctions against
Pretonia. We also have to educate pepole
about the atrocities SA s commiting in
Namibia, Angola and Mozambique in
particular. Our work s cut out for us,

Q: What are the future plans of the
Capital District Coalition Against Apar-
theid and Racism? Will the conference
affect your work”?

A: The conterence will help us to focus
our work n the sohidarity movement. We
are already holding teach-ins so that our
members can become more knowledge -
able about SA's role in creating chaos,
death and starvation in the whole of
Southern Africa. We will be working on
the sanctions bill and perhaps a maternal
aid campaign to give concrete financial
assistance to Liberation movement

We can also never forget that our
country's foreign policy 1s just a reflection
of 1ts domestic policy. It is for this reason
that it is just as necessary to fight against
racism in the US. We are therefore
conducting a petition campaign to have
action taken against police officer,
Valerie Van Dollen Burke, for twice
violating the civil rights of Black citizens
in Albany

We invite anyone who believes racism
inside or outside the US is a ¢rime against
humanity, to join us in our fight against
this crime

Call 4360562 to get involved.

Dvorg v rony

ANC

ADVANCE 10 PEOPLE'S BPOWER!

{The above article is a reprint

from The Scene, January, 1988)
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IMPORTANT MEETING—
JAN.20 On November 28, 1987, 15-year-old
FOCUS: RACIAL VIOLENCE

Tawana Brawley was found alive in a
M i . i . ’ < m
WFURRL ¥ plastic bag on a roadside in Wappingers

B [alls, Dutchess County. She had been

jcidnapped and held for three days by 6

B white men who identified themselves as

Police Officers (showing badges). She had

been raped and sodomized. “K.K.K.” had

been written across her chest, and

“NIGGER” written in excrement across

her stomach.

| In nearby Orange County, Black and
Hispanic men right now resist a KKK/

|

*

prison guard reign of terror in the
- County jail’ This is the County where =
§ Jimmy Lee Bruce was strangled to deafh
g - M a year ago by Orange County Police
& ‘3 ‘ - Officers.
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CASES OF RACIAL VIOLENCE
IN NEW YORK STATE

December 25, 1987
Nev York City, NY

Two black men were set upon and beaten by a local group of
white youths as they were collecting cans in a Brooklyn
neighborhood.

December 19, 1987
Binghamton, New York

Ms. Shirley Harris~Smith, a 32 two year old mother of 5 and
five months pregnant, was arrested following a confrontation with
another woman in front of a local bar at 1:44 am. Between 4-4:30
am, she was discovered dead - standing upright in her cell. No
effort vas made to save her child.

An organization called, Concerned Citizens for Equal
Justice, prepared a report detailing many inconsistencies and
contradictions by the local police department and City Hall. The
group has asked Governor Cuomo to appoint a special prosecutor.

December 4, 1987
New York City

Ms. Yvonne Smallwood, a hospital worker, trade unionist and
mother of four, was viciously attacked by two police officers on
231st and Broadway. She was left bleeding on the sidewalk for
more than an hour. She later died for injuries sustained from

the attack. 1wau&4f A lher

November 25-28, 1987
Wappingers Falls, NY

Tawana Brawley, a 15 year old high school student was found
alive in a plastic bag on a roadside in Wappingers Falls. She
had been kidnapped and held for 3 days by 6 white men who
identified themselves as police officers (showing badges). She
had been raped and sodomized. KKK and nigger had been written in
excrement on her body.

..n
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November 25, 1987
Bronx, New York

Kenroy Burke, a Jamaican born father of 5, was shot down in
front of his home by a KKK cop named, Richard Holsgrove. This
incident was witnessed by several onlookers. Kenroy Burke was
unarmed. No charges have been brought against the police
officer.

Transit Authority Arrests
Nev York City. New York

In a recent false arrest, Mr. Okhiria, a mirco-biologist,
was arrested and ridiculed by a group of Transit Authority cops
anxious for promotions. The TA cops could not spell Mr.
Okhiria's place of birth, Nigeria. One officer suggested to
other that he spell the word nigger and add i and a.

November 22, 1987
Goshen, New York

Nine Black and Latino men, inmates at the Orange County
Jail, were hosed down with high pressure fire hoses, cursed at,
and beaten with nightsticks by prison guards dressed in Klan-like
garb as a result of asking for the sweltering heat to be turned
down. Several inmates were injuried: one was injured seriously
enough to warrant medical attention. The injured inmate did not
receive medical attention until some 15 days after the incident.
These inmates now face criminal charges.

November 21, 1987
Peekskill, New York

A gang of white youths attacked Alfonso Smith, a young Black
man, at a Peekskill gas station. Haywood Burns, Dean of the Law
School at CUNY, happened upon the attack as he stopped for gas
following a NAACP awards dinner that evening. He was able to
rescue Alfonso Smith from further harm.

An article appeared in a Westchester County paper about this
incident in which Alfonso Smith's name and address was printed.
On Thanksgiving November 26th, Smith's home was set afire.

Police do not believe the two envents are related.
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December 13, 1986
Wallkill, New York

Jimmy Lee Bruce, Jr., a 20 year old Black man, died in a
parking lot of a Wallkill movie theatre after an extended choke
hold had been placed on him by an off-duty, plain clothes, police
officer. An Orange County Grand Jury found this officer and
others present to have acted justly in the strangling death of
this young man.

December 1986
Howard Beach, NY

Michael Griffith was chased to his death on the Belt Parkway
in Queens by a mob of white teenagers. The same youths also beat
up Cedric Sandiford and Tim Grimes who had been with Michael when
their car broke down in this neighborhood.

llbﬂnjc NY

Officer Von Dollen Burke was found liable in 1987 by a
federal court judge for violating the civil rights of the McKever
family by conducting an illegal search of their home in Arbor
Hill.

1985
New York City, NY

Ms. Eleanor Bumpers, an elderly black woman, was being
evicted from her apartment by police officers for failing to pay
her rent. The police felt she was going to lunge at them with
the knife she is said to have had in her hand. The officers shot
twice and she died as a result. A physician did report that the
first shot would have been enough to disable Ms. Bumpers; and
therefore, there was no need for the second shot. No indictments
were made.

1984
New York Cit!. NY

Michael Stewart was killed by Transit Authority police at
Union Square.
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Summer 1984
Albany, NY

Jesse Davis, a thirty-five year old Black man, with some
history of psychiatric hospitalizations, was shot and killed in
his home by Albany police. Police apparently violated
departmental rules i1n the handling of residents with a history of
psychological difficulties. A law suit is pending.

Albany. NY

In 1984, Federal Judge Miner found Officer Von Dollen liable
for assaulting, with a five cell flashlight, a 51 year old, 4'1l1"
Black woman. The judge awarded $§ 5,000 against the officer to
her victim, Mary Keyes. The judge state that the "physical force
used was unprovoked, unnecessary, and clearly excessive. In
fact, there was no need for the application of any force
whatsoever..."

NOTES

Information compiled by Vickie Smith
and Jeff Jones
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MEXT GENERAL COALITION MEETING: THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 1988, 7:30 p. m.
: ALBANY URBAN LEAGUE, LIVINGSTON AND TEN BROECK
OPICS:
A the campaign to have disciplinary action taken against Valerie
YonDollen Burke, Albany police officer - update on petition drive

* the bannings of 17 anti-apartheid organizations in South Africa
discussion of what this means and what action we can Lake
(see analysis inside this newsletter)

«racial violence in New York State
plannigg-for a forum:and follow up on the Brawley case
an
* Aaron Carter, a Schenectady resident and member of the Refreshing
Springs Church of God, who was arrested and abused by Schenectady
police on Feb. 21, will discuss his case with the members of the
Coalition.

EVERYONE WHO WANTS TO FIGHT RACISM AND APARTHEID WELCOME...

Note of thanks - again - to Michael Dollard, without whose help this news-
letter would not be possible.

Please remember if you pledged money to Coalition members who bowled in the
Social Justice Center Bowlathon, they will be collected at the March meeting.

WCEMBER AND AGAIN LAST MONTH WE MADE AN URGENT APPEAL FOR FINANCIAL MELP.
v 10SE OF YOU WHO CONTRIBUTED - THANK YOU! IF YOU HAVEN'T HAD A CHANCE YET
TO RESPOND, PLEASE TRY TO DO 50 - THE WORK IS GREAT AND OUR RESOURCES ARE
VERY LIMITED. SEND TO BOX 3002, PINE HILLS STATION, ALBANY, N.Y. 12203.

I
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Fascists an

fascist_South African government has launched a
desperate attempt at the total anmihilation of the libera-
tion movement inside South Africa, They have now, on
Feb. 24, 1988, banned 17 major national %ﬁticaj

mamzmommdg% ! include the ),
member-strong d{::u of South African Trade Unions,

and the largest political grouping in the country, the non-
racial United Democratic Front,

1985 was the first year since 1960 that the South

African government had thought it necessary 1o declare a
State of Emergency. This State of Emergency is still in
place now, three years later, but its nature has changed.
Throughout the three years the neo-fascist government of
P.W. Botha has introduced more and more legislation to
give greater and more sweeping powers to the police and
to the Minister of Law and Order. These have included
bans on the press, bans on gatherings, summary and ar-
bitrary arrest and detention for indefinite periods, with
detainees having no recourse to the law, censorship of
what is taught in classrooms, preached in churches, viola-
tions of moslem places of worship, and the list continues.

1988 is the year in which the racist Apartheid govern-
ment is trying to crush the backbone of the movement Tor
democracy and justice in the same way thal it repressed 1t
vith the banning of the ANC and other organizations in
1961, Hence the banning of the 17 organizations.

This is ostensibly done in an attempt to clear the field
for the reactionary forces consisting of the traitors {o the
struggle for liberation of the oppressed and exploited
black masses in South Africa. These traitors and seif-
seeking, avaricious political opportunists include Gatsha
Buthelezi and his reactionary impis in Inkatha (the US
favorite), which has been steadily losing support to the
UDF and COSATU, even in areas which have been In-
katha's traditional strongholds, few and small though
they may be. They also include the puppet parties of Alan
Heudnckse and Amichand Rajbansi, who for financial
and material remuneration, were prepared to give token
participation in the farcical tri-cameral parliament. | call
it token participation because they have no power 10 ef-
fect change or even (o stimulate a discussion about
change. Also, less than four percent ol those eligible 10
vote in the tri-cameral elections of 1984, voted {or these
quisiings; an indication of the massive populas rejection
of any racist, oppressive, and exploitative compront Les

d hypocrites

Nazis from his party in preparation for the elections

rom this iiegitimate government. P.W. Botha's Na.
tional Party is also trying to stem the steady flow of white

scheduled for 198y,

The United States has made enough excuses. The ex- i
cuse of “‘Constructive Engagement®’, which was designed
to give the South African government enough room in
which to maneuver and give incentive for reform, resulted
in the assassination by the South African police of Mat.

thews Coniwe, a teacher and community leader in
Cradock, South Africa. It led to the infamous Langa
massacres where people, peacefully on their way to a
funeral, were mowed down by the police, who a " g%
planted sticks and stones next to their bodies and®®aimed
that these people had made threatening gestures at them
in their armored cars, which have been buiit to withstand
grenade attacks. ““Constructive Engagement’’ led to the |
massacres of children in 1985, 1986, 1987, to the mass
detention and torture of people, aged from eight to 80.
“Constructive Engagement”” was a license for the South
African government to wage a brutal war on an unarmed
and nitially peaceful protesting people. _'

The South African people demanded sanctions. The §
Front-Line states demanded sanctions. Yet, for a long |
time, the US government stalled and listened to the voice |
of P.W. Botha, which sounds remarkably like Adolf
Hitler’s, but then again, so did Somoza's voice in
Nicaragua

When the Anti-Apartheid movement in the United
States battered down the conservative double-talk of a
White House tarnished with the blood of South Africans,
Namibians, Angolans, and Mozambicans, the conser-
vative conspiracy managed 1o soften the sanctions bill,
which had been spearheaded by progressive represen-
tatives, making it absolutely toothless. Excuses abound.
They say that sanctions are no way to bring about
peaceful change, but there was no hesitation in imposing
sanctions on Poland, Lybia, Nicaragua, and Brazil.

The Dellums-Cranston bill is before C mngress, which,
if passed, will impose total sanctions on South Africa.
The South African masses are calling for total ™ actions.
The Front-Line states are calling for totali «ctions.
South Africa must be isolated economically, politically,
in sport, tourism, entertainment ~— everything. The ex- §
cuses of the US government do not conceal the hypocnsy
of vested interests. The US government has only one

moral, demaocratic, and just direction it can take:

g

(1] mpose total sanctions on South Africa.

(2] Demand

t!

he total withdrawal o uth Africa fro_'rp__

amibia.

(3] Withdraw all overt and covert aid to the contras of

{4] Su

Angola, namely Jonas Savimbi's UNITA,
rt_the
financially and matenally through sup

fion movement
rt for the ANC,

South Alrican

SWAPO, the MPLA government o Angola and the

FRELIMO government of Mozambique.

Ordinary people have the moral responsibility to write
(o their legislators, like D'Amato and Stratten, deman-
ding that they support the sanctions bill. Write or call
senator Daniel P. Moynihan and demand that he take
{egdership with the Dellums-Cranston bill,

The United States has been complicit in much death,
devastation, and injustice. Let's make a concerted effort
t‘ the death, devastation and injustice in Southern

after the bannings
more repression

L

MARCH 2. 1987 - MLBANY TiNES UNweN

and

CAPE TOWN, South Africa ~ The
government Tuesday proposed a bili to
outiaw foreign funding of pelitical
activity, which could cripple anti-
apartheid groups and churches thus far
spared from the new crackdown on
opposition.

No court challenge of the restric-
tions would be allowed.

Last week, the government banned
18 predominantly black organizations
from political activity, including the
largest anti-apartheld coalition and
largest labor federation,

The new legisiation, called "The
Promotion of Orderly Politics Bill"”
would prohibit all organizations from
receiving money from abroad for
political purposes and would empower
the justice minister to selze foreign
funds received by certain groups His
powers would be indefinitely retroac-
tive.

CALL TO ACTION...

The heightened crisis in South
Africa makes it crucial for the
Coalition to heighten our work
around the issue of sanctions.
The apartheid regime must be
isolated. We are planning to
develop strategies with churches
and labor unions to press for
action from the U.S. government.
WE NEED MORE PEOPLE TO WORK ON
THIS IMPORTANT CAMPAIGN.
Lall 436-0562 to volunteer,

“The South African government o mg.he
the white supreme has had to reach into
the past and revive the .ntghtmar:sh
wdeolowy and practices of naxsm. We are
witnessing a recrudescence of the bar
harism which murdered more humans

than any war in Astory.” 1
. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Dear Friend:

L

As you know, Senator Alan Cranston (D~CA) and I have introduced
H.R. 1580/8. 556, a bill to impose a virtually total ban on South
Africa. This legislation would also require U.S. corporations to
withdraw from South Africa within six months of enactment. H.R.
1580/8. 556 is similar to H.R. 997, the comprehensive sanctions
bill I introduced in 1986. H.R. 997 passed the House of
Representatives by voice vote and helped provide the momentum for
pressuring the Senate, and ultimately the entire Congress, to
pass a lesser sanctions package against South Africa over
President Reagan's veto,

The Reagan Administration has undermined the current sanctions
law with weak requlations and loose interpretation of the letter
of the law. Since the Administration is not willing to enforce,
even the limited pctions presently in effect, it is up to th
Congress to enactWronger, truly comprehensive sanctions against
the apartheid government. Black South African organizations such
the National Union of Mineworkers, COSATU, NACTU, and leaders
such as Archbishop Desmond Tutu, South African Council of
Churches President~7ev. Frank Chikane, and the Rev. Beyers Naude
continue to call . . comprehensive mandatory sanctions against
Pretoria. As Americans, the very least we can do is to heed
their call for international pressure against apartheid. Together
the churches, trade unions, anti-apartheid, civil rights and
other organizations of this country can mobilize the kind of
grassroots pressure needed to force Congress to pass strong,
comprehensive sanctions against the apartheid regime.

L A

Sincerely, |
gmuf N
/ Wonald V. Dellum}

Member of Congress
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Pﬂ Feoruary 24, 1988, the racist South African governmenv-wanned 1/ ma}or national political

arganizations. These include the largest political grouping in the country, the non-racial
United Democratic Front with over 3 million members and the 650,000 member Congress of South
African Trade Unions. This is another move by the apartheid_government in Pretoria to crush
the movepent for democracy and justice. Black South Africi Jgare asking the international
communi @& for complete and real sanctions against South AfriCa. As Americans we have a real
responsibility to respond to this call. Our government 1s supporting apartheid with its con-
tinued trade and investments in South Africa. The time for debate is over. We must show our
legislators that we want a real change in our policy towards Southern Africa.

On the other side of this page you will find an excerpt from a letter by U.S. Congressman
wonald V. Dellums with details about legislation he and Sen. Alan Cranston have introduced

in Congress which would isolate the pariah state by imposing a virtually total ban on South
Africa, We are asking you to take the time to write the following letter (or another letter
in your own words) to New York Senator Daniel Moynihan. This is an urgent appeal - Lhe crisis
in South Africa deepens.

After you have written a letter, please post this information Or pass 1t on,
i . - R——— 3
March, |oan

zndtor Dantel P, Moynihan
fussell Senate Office Building ‘
Room #464
dashington 0.C. 1050]

Lear Senator Moynihan,

| am very concerned about the fact thal you have not
Bill #S 556.

[ am sure you know that things have never been worse in South Africa. The fact that we
ng longer see the horrors of apartheid on the nightly news does not mean that it is nol happen-
ing. The recent bannings of 17 organizations committed to peaceful change shows that the
government is committed to maintaining white supremacist rule ia that tortured country. And
7e are continuing to support that racist government and its heinous crimes against the majority
of the South African people by our continued trade and investimentls there.

Every major anti-apartheid organization, trade union and youth organization is calling for
complete sanctions., What are you waiting for?

Senator Moynihan, | am sincerely hoping that you will join the courageous leadership of
senator Cranston and Congressman Dellums in cosponsoring this bill. #S 556 responds directly
to the call of those who have the most to gain, the Black majority in South Africa. We do not
need any other legislation...such a move would only serve to add confusion to this most urgent
issue. For once, let us be on the right side of history.

! MUSEo g ! . ., o L e ot y . L " ¥ ’
SIGned on as a COsSponsery 10 dnlLlons

Sincerely




T w—

{ :-'i-‘“") l)in!zn_l ( rﬂ.:_flfﬁutl : -~
.-\;yn'nal .-\p.::iizrul U.S. POSTAGE
) ]
_.xml l\;u'i\nl PAID
Mroject of the Social Justice Center Permit No :
i3 Central Avenue Albany, MY,

Vibany, New York 12210
Address
Correction
Requested

mportant Reminder
ioxt meeting on Mar. ‘4, 1988 1[:

.5"“‘_}?0['35 irre,st C l:; u’rch Lyaders at CaDe To‘.wn

# &

'Church Leaders Vow to Take
the Lead After Banning of
Anti-Apartheid Groups

I r‘. : EEATS S8 I' . _‘*'- ri Y1 ) 1 Y If‘ il t f"' Y '__;:'. \ / d - e . : .
Riaq ,jl s JW . ' 3 l‘ 3 f x . .?_H_ | .3:4- -. }:hf‘)\':, d ) M{]‘)] d : ;’\r'-(‘ hb is h-{,ji} i p
e e Dal aonond Fe 1ULU, The Rev. Allan A, Boesak. the B
LI \NC of South Alren 4

Victory to SYWAIPO of Namibia

NOHP“rnr “*;'




JANUARY 198 THE SCENE PAGE 9

1

l L 5

More International News

Michelson An\ong Int

Mote than 500 delegates from sl) over
the world iravelled 10 Arusha, Tanzania
to attend an Anti- Apartheid conference
Called by the African Nanonal Congress,
the vanguard of the liberation movement
in South Africa

Vers Michelson. of the Capital District
Cosliion Against Apartheid and Racism.
was part of the 14-member US delegation
0 the conference, which consisted of
fepresentatives of governments. non-
povernmenial organizations, solidanty
orgamzations. natonal hberation move-
ments of several countries and the South
African democratic movement inside the
country. The conference was entitled,
‘PEOPLES OF THE WORLD A
GAINST APARTHEID FOR A DEMO.
CRATIC SOUTH AFRICA -

The followmng 11+ a conversation with
Vera Michelson

Q: Anti-Apartheid conferences are
being held all the ime What was special,
or different or mignificant about this one”?

A: This was the first ime in the history

ANC Present for First Time

¥era Micheison, of the Capital District Coalition

* it

Against Apartheid and Racism,

is swrrounded by Damu Smith, left, director of the Washington Office on Africa,

and Art Kamel, of WESTPAC, during o
of the hiberstion movement that the ANC
has been able 10 st down with the
imnternational community 1o discuss
strategies o0 more effectively isolate
South Africa The actusl work of the
conference was done in four commissions

b Pretoria’s policy of aggression

agminst the frontline states

2) Mobilization of people's
SANCLons

1) The international isolation of the
Apartheid regime

4) New perspectives on international
solidanity

Zimbabwean Tragedy Costimsd trom previos pase

must fake this lact into accound

This is the case relative 1o the situation
tn question 1o Zimbabwe The actual
cantroversy between the Pentecosial
missonanes snd the local African
resadents was land and not the Buble

Undersiandably, Westerners tend 1o
believe that private ownership of land is
& condition of human hife that has slways
been obtained except for such aberranions
as the Soviabist revolutions of Russia and
China This 1s smply not so in the rest
of the world iIn pre-colomal Africa. land
tenure was tnhal and plots were shared
among members according 1o need. Land
was. and v sull regarded as the provider
of spinival and physical sustenance

1115 @ strong symbol of belonging and
forms an integral system of religious
behefs I, therefore, cannot be bought or
sold In this vein. a Blackfoot Indian Chief
oace explained 1o a white North Amer
ian "Our land 1 more valuable than your
money It will last forever Iy will not
perish by flames of fire As long as the
sun shines and the waters Now, thas land
will be there 10 give life 10 men and
srimaly, therefore, we cannot sell this
land It was put here for us by the greas
spint and we cannot sell it because it does
not belong 10 us.™

The Zimbabwean rank and file are hard
put to understand how a 20 year revo-
lunion was waged so Africans could
determine they own destiny and reclaim
thew land and yet still be 10dd that they
are on thew lands illegally because those
who had taken it from them, 10 begsn with,
own W In ume of deought, African
reservations that are smaller in size and
more barren than white farms are subgect
0 severe and sudden detenorstion, The
sheer numbers of African ressdents dictate
that they find more land aress 10 graze
their hivestock, to fetch water, 10 gather
wood and 1o hunt One would expect that
thewr land laden white brethren would be
willing 1o share. Survival being such
dominant mstinct in humas beings. if you
cannot obtain help by asking, taking
might be the only option left especially
when you consider the itemn a1 issue as
yours.

Clearly, it 15 the responsibility of the
Zimbabwean government 1o hasien the
pew order whereby Afnicans will be
relieved of the burden of ecomomic

'

explontation which caused them w0 pick
up arms. Such governmental role s bound
1o minimize bilateral clashes the like of
which occurred at the missionary farms

Developing nations need geauine
reform that resubts n a radical and
integrated commutment 1o social equity
Wesiern property speculation, privatiza-
ton of pubhic housing, growing homeiess.
ness and developing chasm hetw een rich
and poor s the wrong duechon to go
Thus. the message 10 those in power must
be made a5 clear as the one shared by
Nicolas Guillen, the Afro Cuban v ave. .
poet, with landowners

Yesterday | sent you a letter.

Written in my blood,

To el you that | want back

The mountains and the plains

And the nvers you stole from me

The ones that run between the trees

Swaying i the wind

full of birds

and my hfe

which 1s nobody 's but mine

Lord, you'll have to reckon with me

from the sugar cane 10 the rose bush

and from the rose bush 10 the sugar cane,

you've staked you claim and

you'll have to reckon with me

Lord, how you're going 1o reckon with

me

The following typical story from
Zimbabwe is no cause for celebration.
Baba Mtizrwa, 50, i in ill health, He works
for white farmer, Peter Me stants work

water, no windows, no chairs, beds or

In 1979 Babs Miizwa's story would not
have read differemly

recent conference in Tanzania.

Il was in the commussions that strate
gies were hammered out 1o sef an sgenda
for the imternational movement. which
will push the struggle forward 1o keep
up with the escalating resistance inside
South Afncs

Q: How does the African National
Congress fin into the internal or externa)l
struggie’

A: The nme has come for the world
o understand that the South African
regime s absolutely ilegiimate The
people’s movement in South Africa is
fully behind the ANC Freedom fighters
from inside the country who spoke under
SINCE secunity measures repeatedly told
of the vanguard role of the ANC Omne
un-named representative of COSATU
tihe largest and mow powerful trade
umon federaton in South Africa) said
“The ANC hives among our people. it 1
within our people they are nstruments
of iberation ™

Q: Why should the ANC receive full
support  from the international
community”

A: s the will of the mass democrati
movement inwde the country That wame
COSATU representative said “We want
to wlorm the Conference and the inter
national community that we don't see the
need for any other natonal hiberation
movement, except the ANC The ANC
15 an organ of unity h was founded on
the principle of broad unity amongst owr
people In us policies and constiution
there s room, and a home for all kinds
of behief. for all men and women who
are senous and true compatniots. The
sruggle s not playing games. Men.
women and children are daily impnsoned,
tortured and killed. We don’t wam 10
encourage the existence of the Savimbes’
and the Renamos’ Thus we appeal 1o the
intemational commumity o help us avord
i Only the fascist, racist white minonty
and Reagan will encomrage the exisience
of & third force *

You see, the msve is critical now,
because the South African government
and its Western allies, are trying 1o
promote puppets hike Gatsha Buthelez
and his Inkatha movement These people
are not legitimate and do not represent
the people They are being promoted by
the SA government in & desperate attempt
0 divide the forces of democracy and
froedom and 10 sow confusion.

The mass democratic movement inside
the country, organizamons like COSATU,
the UDF (the largest political grouping
in the country), the youth, student,
women's Organizations, etc., not only
suppont the program of the ANC, which
enshrines non-racialism and democracy
but also support the ANC as the nuchous
of the government in exile

Qr What do people in the US have
do with all this”?

A: Simply being Anti- Apartheid is not
enough The liberation movement needs
our concrete support. There is no middie
pround We are cither supporting the

ernational Reps at Apartheid Conference

ANC, or the regime In lus address 1o the
conference, President Juhus Nyerere of
Tanzania sard “ the task of the ANC
i o continue the strugple and the task
of non-racialisty everywhere i< 1o support
them

Q: How does the solidarity ant.
apartheid movement i the Unied States
compare with movements in other
countries’

A: Britain and the Scandinavian coun.
nes have strong movements which ase
not fragmented The Socialist countres
and most of the Afncan nations support
the liberation movement Fven Japan now
has @ growing Anti- Aparthesd movement
which is working 10 preven lapanese
companies from moving into South Africa
1o replace disinvesting companies. In the
US we tend 10 go in spurts and jogs We
have a tendency 1o support an issue f
# 1 fashionable | sometimes think we
have very shon atiention spans

Q: How does the conference woe the
role of the US in the future?

A: We have 10 build on the important
victonies that we have won in this country
Our task bere is 10 advance the effort 10
win real and complete sanctions aguinst
Pretoria We alw have to educate pepole
about the atrocities SA is comnuting in
Namibia. Angols and Mozambigue
partcular Our work 15 cut out for ue

Q: What are the future plans of the
Capital District Coalinon Agamst Apar
therd and Racism” Will the conference
affect your work?

A: The conference will help us 10 focus
our work in the solidarity movement We
are already holding teach s so that our
members can become more knowledge
able about SA's role m creating chaos,
death and starvation i the whole of
Southers Africa We will be working on
the sunctions bill and perhaps a material
ad campagn 10 give concrete financigl
assistance W Liberation movement

We can also never forget that ow
country s forewgn pohicy is just & reflection
of ats domestic policy 1 is for this reason
that it is just as necessary 1o fight againy
racism n the US We are therefore
conducting a petition campaign 10 have
action taken agamnst police officer,
Valeric Van Dollen Burke, for twice
violating the cyvil nghts of Black citizens
in Albany

We invite anyone who believes racism
inside or outside the US s a crime againg
humanity, (0 join us in our fight agansi
this crime

Cali 436-0562 10 get involved

B
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Cuomo Urges Renewed Opposition
To Racism as State Honors King

By ROBERT BELLAFIORE

ALBANY (AP) — Communities across
New York state celebrated the anniversary
of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.'s birth-
day vesterday, with Gov. Mario Cuomo
challenging New Yorkers to do more to fight
racism

* * +

“"We've made progress butl we've not
made enough progress and that's the story
of the day,” Cuomo said after a tribute to the
slain eivil rights leader at the Empire State
Plaza Convention Center

“There are more people, more blacks,
getting good jobs, more blacks getting good
education, more blacks moving up, fewer ol
them being made the victims of racial vio-
tence.” Cuomo said

At the same time, there are (0o many
blacks being made the victims of racial
violence, there are too many who are un-
dereducated, too many who are deprived,”
(uomo said

About 2200 people filled the Convention
Center for the often rousing celebration on
what would have been King's 59th birthday
The two-hour tribute, marking the 20th an-
niversary of King's assassination, was
capped by an emotional rendition of “We
Sh;s{l Overcome” sung by Gretchen Reed
and Pete Seeger as the audience joined in.
tocking hands and swaying baok and forth

The celebration also inciuded other gospel

WP e S UL i b

District Coalition Against Apartheid protest at Empire
State Plaza yesterday, The group was protesting racially-

songs and mspirational peetry readings by
school ehildren, Cuomo, singer Harry Bela-
fonte, Lt Gov. Stan Lundine, other state
government officials and local religious
leaders.

Belafonte, who New York Democrats
tried me get to run for US Senate in 1986, is
chairman of the state’s Martin Luther King
Jr. Commission.

The tribute was dedicated to King and
deceased black activist Bayard Rustin and
black writer James Baldwin. Both Rustin
and Baldwin died i 1987

Most of those at the indoor celebration
marched tn a short parade through the
morning ramm doewntown. The parade began
at st Mary's Roman Catholic Church, the
city 8 eldest Cathohie church, and ended at
the state Capitol

“What was important there was the white
people, the non-black people, who enjoyed it
so much, who fell so natural, who felt so
uplifted by 1" Cuomeo sand

* * B

As the state celebrated King's birthday
with a holiday, race relations in much of
New York were as tense as they have been in
vears. Much of the focus is still on the
Howard Beach trial and other alleged racial
incidents in the New York City area.

In Syracuse, dozens of people marched
outside the Onondaga County Civic Center
to protest the county’s refusal to designate

the day an official county holiday Workers
were given Lthe day off only with permission
of their supervisors

"It should be a holiday.” said Democratic
County Legislator Clarence Dunham.

The protest included local members of the
NAACP, the Syracuse Black Leadership
Conference, the Ministerial Alliance and
groups of county and state workers. Both the
state and federal governments have desig-
nated King's birthday an official holiday

In Buffalo, the local Red Cross collected
blood at eight sites in King's memory for the
second consecutive vear. Donors there
signed a scroll that was to be sent to King s
widow, Coretta Scott King

* * #

Protesters for all sorts of causes used the
Albany celebration to make their point A
group marched into the Convention Center
urging Cuomo to push harder for legisiation
cracking down on racial violence. The group
chanted, "Cuomo, Cuomo, you can't ide We
want New York on our side ™

And right behind that group was another
parade of demonstrators urging the Umted
States to stop aid to the contra rebels in
Nicaragua

Inside, one man held a sign urging people
to boycott Coors beer. An orgamzed nation-
wide hoycott of the beer, begun amid
charges that the brewery’s owner was try-
ing to break unions, was called off months
ago.

PROTESTING PREJUDICE -~ Members of the Capital | motivated incidents including the December 1986 death of
a black man who was chased onto a highway by a group of
white youths in the Howard @each section of Queens.

it S St
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Vera Micheison's work is mevey downe, not untsl apartheid is ended

o,
LB

THE GOOD FIGHT

Local activist Vera Michelson s role in the struggle for inevitable

hat makes Vera Michelson so
compelling on the subject of the
ant-aparthetd movement is the

way she peppers her conversaton with
references to “'after the revolution’ and
Cafter victory ™' - leaving no room for douht
that there wiil be victory someday

"I'm not ever going to attempt to put a
tme frame on it, hut what we do know 15

“This group has studied divestment
held various open discussions,” says
college spokeswoman Andrea Wise. “and
after a thorough review of the situation
will recommend that the college divest 3l
w 's from companies doing business
in Africa.”

» & Advisory Committee is scheduled
to meet with the Board of Trustees in
early May. ““The Board of Trustees stil]
has to act,” Wise says, “and with the
Board's approval divestment will he

change in South Africa
By Rekha Basu

the movement is at a point where there's no
turning back. ' savs Micheison. who co
Chairs the Capital District Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism

It's not always ®asy to be optimistic in the
face of a white minonty government that
practices the world's most brutal system of
racial segregation relegating black people
to shanty towns, 10bs and schools shunned

by whites; that carries out killings. tortyre
and jailings, even of ¢ huldren. for political
“pposition and enforces a total han against
News reporting on any of these atrocihes
and that bans 17 trade-umion, student labaor
and civic organizations advocating non
violent change

But Michelson. a Jewish American from
Northampton, Mass and a veteran of the

cﬂacﬁve'yi&mllmuﬂu mmwmuukep;
it} : b ts and the
e ke .ih‘etwm the students 3nd Board of
divestment at RPI—campus ‘ Sltu&ady.nmherdthe RPI
tions were held on January 23 Student Committee on South A frica.
wm:pmmmm m.‘“l'heinvuunmtain&mth
divestment— it appears that Africa are marginal, and [proxy| voting
the achool has no plans to wouldn't make much of a difference.
divest. l” mm&uchmm b?" Mm o Wai.sy.h»‘r
¢ as “symbolic while divestment is substentive Brady
short-term action of questionable does feel that RP1's position is evolving,
e 'Mm hutnotuthnll:heschmﬁhunm made any
ﬂ‘lm. long-term action proposals to get out of Soyth Africa.
“RPI feeis l_;l‘nt there rm influence Russell Sage College in Troy, Junsor
with m!'nhnh"!' action." says Susan College of Albany and Union College in
Shea, director of news and Schenectady have not divested, but limit
communications at the college *[f their investments in South Africa to

ownership {of Investments| is maintained.
Proxy votes can be initiated and RP| can
play an active role to abolish aparthesd ™

companies who have formally agreed to
the Sullivan Principles-—a code of ethics
established for American businesses n

According to Shes, if RPI were to divest South Africa.

the school would h!u no influence in Maria College in Albany and

dcﬂdmg Sou.th Alﬂcg'l fuh_lf!'. Schenectady County Communtiy College
The idea is to decide which has a have never had investments in South

chance of |affecting] better change,  she
says. “It’s more powerful to stay and be
active in proxy action and shareholder
action. " Regarding student the unrest
incited by the divestment asue. Shea

Africa. while Albany Law School the
College of Saint Rose in Albany, the State
University of New York and Siena
College in Loudonville all have divested
—Angela Pender

GAVID BRICKMAN

civil-rights movement in the Capital
Region. has taken on the struggle for hlack
dignity and equality in South Africa
without allowing herself 1o g€t bogged
down in pessimism and despair There's
Just too much to be done

The job has no set boundaries [t's
leafletting one day letter-writing the next
holding support meetings or dealing with
the press in between. Michelson Was one of
only 14 Americans to g0 to Arusha
Tanzania, last December to attend the
mternational conference of the African
National Congress (ANC) South Africa's
banned liberation movement. which is
widely regarded as the future government
of an independent South Africa

The conference. held to discuss glohal
sirategies to isolate South Africa. drew
more than 500 delegates from 50 countries
including some Rovernment
representatives and members of church
labor, and solidarity groups. Michelson said
it was the first time the ANC had met
formally with the international ann-
aparthedd community

Michelson returned from the Arusha
conference with the impression that ant;
apartherd movements n ather countries
such as the Scandina AN nations and
England, are far more . ‘ohesive than those
in the United States

“Here for Reographic. regronal or other
FEasons, we are more fragmented.’”’ she
says. "' We can't speak at this potnt in terms
of one ant apartheyd movement

Michelson would tike to see Amernicans
take 2 more consistent interest in South
Afnca, rather than rea TINg in spurts of
activity prompted by fleeting indignation at
& particular atrocity

“Americans tend to have short fuses in
terms of their ability to sustain an
nterest,” she says. ““When Americans
were seeing the brutality and violen e of
the apartheid regime on TV almost nightly
It became an effective tnol to mobilize
peaple. Since the South African news
whiteout, they don't et the same
information '

In light of the Rovernment's recent
banning of the United Democratic Front
(an umbrella organization of Vanous
independence movements), the trade-union
federation called COSA TU and 15 other
groups, Micheison says it s especially
imperative for peopie here to push
Congress to pass a total set of sanctions
against South Africa. The federal
divestment and sanctions bill against
aparthexd passed in 1986 is rife with
problems, she says For example, while
prohibiting new corporate investment in
South Africa, it allows for reinvestment of
profits there; while BaAnning new hank loans
to the South African regime. it allows loans
to the private sector, and it doesn 't cut off
the sale of South African il She urges
people to write to New York Sen. Daniel P
Moynihan, who sits on the House
subcommittee on A frica. asking him 1o
co-sponsor the Cranston-Dellums sanctions
legislation

Michelson also is eager o educate
Americans about the crimes of the South
African government outside South Africa
such as in neighboring Namibia, which also
practces apartheid, and even in
progressive African nations like Angnla
and Mozambique. which Michelson savs
are plagued by South African AgeNs

“The task is o educate pecpie not only
about the heinous brutality {apartheid]
inflicts on black people but also the ¢haos
death and destryction South Africa is
inflicting on the region, on Angola
Mozambique and ather front!ine states, and
the U S role in that ¢ kaos 1AV
Michelson, who took part in a panel on that
subject at the ANC onterence ' We npwd
16 pomnt ot to the American peaple that
South Africa is unding contras in the




region that are just as terrible as the
contras in Nicaragua.''

Those "contras” are people like Jonas
Savimbi, a rebel leader from the U S
backed UNITA organization that is
fighting the leftist Angola government. and
the organization called Renamo in
Mozambique, which functions as an agent
of the South African government to keep
that independent nation economically tied
to South Africa.

"“They attack at the very guts of the
country,” Michelson says, "against
transport lines, hospital workers, children
and women.”’ She says last year Renamo
members massacred 400 people, including
a number of sick people in their hospital
beds.

“The U.S. government can talk about
being against apartheid but we're funding
apartheid through corporations and we're
funding destabilization in the region
through UNITA "

Namibia (formerly called South West
Africa), which has 100,000 South African
troops stationed inside its borders, also is
buoyed by American corporate
investments, according to Michelson.

Americans interested in working against
apartheid can support product boycotts,
divestments, academic and cultural
boycotts; educate others about the region
and what the ANC and the South West
Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO),
the 20-year Namibian liberation movement,
are doing; and contribute money to the
ANC and SWAPO for medical supplies,
legal fees and educational materials,
Michelson says.

Michelson prides the Capital Region on
having contributed disproportionately to
the anti-apartheid movement, beginning
with the boycott of the South African rugby
team, the Springboks, in Albany in 1981,

SANCTIONS SUNDAY

THIS SUNDAY (APRIL 24) WILL BE
Sanctions Sunday in the Capital Region.
The Coalition Against Apartheid and
Racism, in collaboration with the
Interdenominational Ministers
Conference and the Capital Area Baptist
Ministers Conference, will issue a
renewed call for the U.S. government to
help isolate the South African regime
internationally.

South African students from around
the Northeast will team up with

Coalition members, to address the
congregations of various area churches
on the situation in South Africa and the
need for sanctions. Sample letters to
New York Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan, a
member of the House Subcommittee on
Africa, will be distributed, asking him to
show leadership in the sanctions effort
and church members will be asked to
write or sign. The churches are picking
up the cost of the mailings. @

successful boycotts and walkouts of
musicians who performed in South Africa
in defiance of the cultural boycott. Both
Chick Corea and the Temptations
renounced their South African appearances
and vowed never to perform there again as
a result of such actions by Michelson's
coalition.

from companies doing business in South
Africa.

As its name suggests, Michelson's
coalition, formed in 1981 to plan strategies
against the Springboks, also is active in the
fight against racism domestically.

“We believe the foreign policy of the
U.S. is symptomatic of its domestic policy
In addition, Albany saw the successful of institutional racism,"”” Michelson says.

movement for divestment of SUNY funds Among the local issues the coalition has

—

“The U.S. government can talk about being
against apartheid but we're funding apartheid
through corporations and we're funding
destabilization in the region through UNITA.”
— Vera Michelson
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tackled are police brutality and racial
violence,

Michelson came to the area 20 years ago
to attend Russell Sage College, later
earning a masters degree at SUUNYA. She
works as an affirmative-action officer at the
0.D. Heck Developmental Center in
Schenectady.

Her commitment to working against
apartheid has incorporated itself into the
very fabric of her day-to-day existence. In
her Albany home, family members compete
with black South African leaders and
friends for space on her walls, and her
community of friends includes more than a
few South African exiles.

During her trip to Tanzania last year,
Michelson was especially touched by a visit
to a refugee camp for South African exiles
a few hours from Dar-Es-Salaam. Known
by the acronym SOMAFCO, the self-
contained community run by the ANC
includes a pre-kindergarten-through-high
school that trains its students for higher
education abroad in professional and skilled
fields like medicine, law, farm and factory
management and even high-technology
work, It already has graduated 1,000
people and placed them abroad.

The children in SOMAFCO have endured
a world of suffering difficult to imagine.
Most are there without parents or siblings.
Many were the victims of torture. But
rather than waste their energy on self-pity,
they are there to get educated, be
disciplined and productive—*'so that,"
explains Michelson, re-affirming her
optimism in the ultimate victory against
apartheid, “after the revolution they will be
able to help the society in growth and
development.”'

T'o learn more about the work of the
coalition or to become a memier, call

e ——— e R

Area activists also have launched




DON'T LET THE DREAM
BECOME A NIGHTMARE

STOP RACIST VIOLENGE [ s s -

pGHT !

2 COHBYITTY Foeul °
SATURDARY, APRIL 23

¢.30 PN

(doors open at 7.00 pm)

WILBORMNE TEMPLE
121 JAY STREET, DOWNSTAIRS
(near Empire State Plaza)

SPEAKERS

ELOMBE BRATH: writer; lecturer; activist in African and international affairs,

organiser of protests against racist violence, member of Dec 12 Coalition, Eleanor
Bumpers Justice Committee and activist around human rights issues generally.
COLIN MOORE: activist attorney from NY city; represented the families of Denise
Groce and Timothy Howell, victims in police brutality cases,member of the Eleanor
Bumpers and Michael Stewart Justice Committees and of the Dec 12 Coalition.

LI WARD: community activist: orqaniser of Dec 12 Newburgh rally to

support justice for Tawana Brawley and the inmates of Orange County Jail, Goshen.

ROGER GREEN: Assemblyman in the S7th Assembly District, Brooklyn; Chairperson
of the Black and Hispanic Caucus and Human Rights Activist.

ZOILO TORRES: President of the National Congress of Puerto Rican Rights ( a Puerto
Rican civil rights organisation); veteran community/Latin organiser.

sponsors:CAP. DISTRICT COALITION AGAINST APARTHEID & RACIS!
P.O Box 3002, Albany, NY 12206 project of: The Social Justice
phone: (518) 436-0562 Centre Inc.

information, book and crafts tables
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“"WE NEED TO HEAR ABOUT

" “awana Brawley, but we also need to hear
“wwuout what is going on with black people in

the United States and around New York
state,” said Lillie Howard last Saturday
night at Albany’s Wilborne Temple.
Howard, a civil rights activist from
Newburgh, was one of five speakers ata
community forum on racist violence
organized by the Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheid and Racism. The
Albany-based group planned the event to
address questions raised by the controversy
surrounding last November's abduction and
sexual assault on Brawley, a black
Wappingers Falls teenager. Her refusal to
cooperate with the official state
investigation into the allegations and the
controversial tactics of her lawyers and
advisors have become the central issues in
the case.

““We feel that a community discussion on
racial violence is very timely," said Vicki

ARR———

jﬂ &

mm April 28-May 4, 1988  METROLAND ¢

Smith, chairperson of the Coalition’s
Committee Against Racist Violence. ' This
event is a tool to help us better respond, "
she told the gathering of nearly 150 people.
Also in the panel were Assemblyman Roger
Green, chairman of the New York State
Legislature's Black and Puerto Rican
Caucus, activist lawyer Colin Moore, Zoilo
Torres, president of the National Congress

- -
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of Puerto Rican Rights and writer Elombe
Brath,

Moore, a black New York City attorney
who has represented the victims of racially
motivated violence, said that he was unable
to see a fundamental difference ""between
apartheid in South Africa and racism in
New York state,” He noted that in New
York City, with a population now 50
percent black and Hispanic, 78 percent of
the police force is still white. *‘Someone
who has never enjoyed power in his own
society, is given life and death power over
blacks,” Moore said of the average white
officer. He also noted that because 98
percent of the city’s judges are white, the
actions of prejudiced police officers on the
street are reinforced within the criminal
justice system.

Howard, whose son was incarcerated and
heaten at the Orange County Jail during a
disturbance there just days before the
Brawley incident, complained that the
lower Hudson Valley has become a penal
colony. ""Prisons are a terrible way for
communities to earn their money," she
said, explaining that seven prisons employ
maore than 3,000 workers in her area.

Assemblyman Green said that he
supported the strategy of the lawyers
representing Brawley, but disagreed with
their tactics. Green was one of the first
black elected leaders to publicly criticize
the Rev. Al Sharpton, a controversial
Brawley advisor. Green favors building a
coalition of blacks and whites against racially
motivated violence and for economic justice,
as Jesse Jackson has done. The target is
institutionalized racism, he said.

The assemblyman is an author of
legislation creating a permanent statewide
special prosecutor to investigate bias-
related crimes and to increase the penalties
for those found guilty. He expects
Assembly consideration of the proposal
within the next week. Gov. Cuomo is
opposed to the creation of a permanent
special prosecutor and has instead
proposed reorganizing the State Attorney
General’s office to create a bias-crimes
unit,

Green called for community support of
his plan. "We need to mobilize at the
grassroots,”" the assemblyman said,
Otherwise, the legislation has no chance of
passing the Republican-controlled state
Senate.

—Jeff Jones
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Cuomo Urges Renewed Opposition
To Racism as State Honors King

By ROBERT BELLAFIORE

ALBANY (A1) Commumtieos Jeross
New York state celebrated the anmversary
of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr 's birth-
day vesterday, with Gov. Mario Cuomo
challenging New Yorkers to do more to fight
Fagism

B * *

"We've made progress but we've not
made enough progress and that's the story
of the day,” Cuomo said after a tribute to the
slain civil rights leader at the Empire State
Plaza Convention Center

“There are more peaple. more blacks,
getting good jobs, more blacks getting good
education, more blacks moving up, fewer of
them being made tie victims of racial vio-
lence,” Cuomo said.

‘At the same hime, there are too many
blacks being made the viotims of racial
violence, there are too many who are un-
dereducated, too many who are deprived.”
('uomo said.

About 2,200 people filled the Convention
Center for the often rousing celebration on
what would have been King's 59th birthday
The two-hour tribute, marking the 20th an-
niversary of King's assassination, was
capped by an emotional rendition of “"We
Shall Overcome” sung by Gretchen Reoed
and Pete Seeger as the audience joined in,
locking hands and swaving back and forth.

The celebration alse included other gospel
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PROTESTING PREJUDICE — Members of the Capital
District Coalition Against Apartheid protest at Empire
state Plaza vesterday. The group was protesting racialty- |

songs and ispirational poetry readings hy
sttool children, Cuormo. singer Harey Bela
fonte, L1 Goy Stan Luadiee, other state
government officials and tocal religious
leaders

Belafonte, who New York Democrats
tricd 80 et to ran for US Senate in 1986, 15
chairman of the state’s Marun Luther King
Jr Commission,

The tribute was dedicated to King and
deceased black activist Bavard Rustin and
black writer James Baldwin, Both Rustin
and Baldwin died in 1987

Most of those at the indoor celebration
marched v a short parade through the
morning rain downtown. The parade began
at St Mary's Roman Catholie Church, the
city's cidest Catholie church, and ended at
the state Capitol

“What wasimportant there was the white
people, the non-black people, who enjoyed it
so much. who felt so natural, who felt so
uplifted by it Cuomo said.

* * *

As the state celebrated King's birthday
with a holiday, race relations in much of
New York were as tense as they have been in
vears. Much of the focus is still on the
Howard Beach trial and other alleged racial
incrdents in the New York Cily area

fn Syracuse, dovens of people marched
outside the Onondaga County Civie Center
to protest the county’s refusal to designate

i Y b

the day an offlicial county holidav Workers
were given the day off anly with permissiog,
of thewr supervisors

"It should be a holiday.” said Democratc
County Legislator Clarence Dunham

The protest included local members of the
NAACE, the Syracuse Black Leadership
Conference, the Ministerial Alhance and
groups of county and state workers. Both the
state and federal governments have desig.
nated King's birthday an official holiday

In Buffalo, the local Red Cross coliected
blood at eight sites in King's memory for the
second congecutive year. Donors there
signed a scroll that was to be sent to King «
widow, Coretta Scott King

* * *

Protesters for all sorts of causes ysed the
Albany celebration to make their point A
group marched into the Convention Center
urging Cuomo to push harder for legisiation
cracking down on racial violence The group
chanted, “Cuomo, Cuomo, vou can't hide We
want New York on our side

And right behind that group was another
parade of demonstrators urging the United
States to stop aid to the contra rebels in
Nicaragua.

Inside, one man held a sign urging peopic
to boycott Coors beer. An organized nation-
wide boycott of the beer, begun am:d
charges that the brewery’s owner was try-
ing to break untons, was called off months
ago

maotivated incidents including the December 1986 death of
a black man who was chased onto a highway by a group of
white youths in the Howard Beach section of Queens.

;
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Capital District Coalition

Against Apartheid

and Racism
Box 3002 — Pine Hills Station

Albany, NY 12203

April 27, 1988

AN EVENING WITH RON WILKENS

TUESDAY, MAY 3, 7:30 P.M.
414 THIRD ST.
ALBANY
436~0562

Unity

in Action’s Ron

Wilkins,

An Anti-Apartheid Point Man

Rm Wilkins bas been an activist walk-
ing point lor coatroversial issues since the
19605, Aad as much as asyose is
Southers California, be is responsibie for
increasing public awareness of apartheid
and the United Nations' culiural boycoit
of South Africa

As West Coast chairman of Unity w
Action, Wilkins organized a picket line
around Los Angeles Mayor Tom
Bradicy's bome alicr Bradiey presented
the South African consul & key to the city
in 1982,

He has pressured local National Assa,
for ithe Advancemeni of Colored People
branches (o cease hoaoring enicrisners
who have performed 1 South Afnca, and
his organization has cuwvinced several
celebrities (o refuse engagements in tha
sirideotly racist country.

His style ranges from vociferous coa-
frontation in thoughtful discussion, from
publicly smbarrassing » targel to discreet
conflidential mectings.

“We believe in boldiag black cleczed of-
ficials accountable for their actions,” said
Wilkiss, 41. "Aad actions such as Brad-

zﬁﬁum key to the city (o the South
consul, and the NAACP giviog a
lifetime schievement award to Frank
Stoairs are cleardy uaaccepabie.”
Wilking moted that siscc Unity in Ac-
tion picketied the NAACP event honor-
ing Swnaira last year, Lhe singer has signed
2 pledge that be will no longer perform ia
South Africa 2
Orgasizing is 3 way of challenging cxist-
ing POWET MTANGEMERLS, m".‘.'?fm
kenges hal;: been a persistent theme b
ins” hile.

After the United Nations imposed s
cultural boveott on the Republic of South
Alrica in 1982, Unity in Action, a coali-
tion of several activist groups, was formed
10 bring public pressure oo indimduals
who ignored the bas on performing
there.

Usity in Action bas also organized
protests against the United States’ 1940
invasion of Grenada, and it was in-
sirumental in goiting the Beverly Hills
City Council 1o ask the State Department
‘0 remove the South Alrican coasulsie

from that caty.
The group was slso among the key
playcrs who conviaced the City of West

Hollywood 1o sdopt the most siringent
ban oo purchasing goods from Sowth
Alrica or from companies doing business
there.

The organization’s primary reasoa for.

being, bowever, remsias enlorcing the
UN cultural boycott. The UN
Usity in Action with lists of performers
who have accepled engagements in South
Alrnca. _
Wilkins said his organizstion costacts
those artists and “lets them kaow we cos-
sader their performing in South Alnca the
same as collaboration with the racist
me.

We ask them to sign statements of
apology o the people of Soath Africa snd
1o sign pledges not 1o returs 1o perform
there until apartheid is ended and there

is majority rule.”

oG

Since Los Angeles in the entcriainment
capital of the world, the West Coast chap-
ter of Unity in Action bas been abic 10 ob-
1ain “the largest number of pledges™ of
sny anti-apartheid organization in the
sountry, Wilking said.

Ouoe artist who has been picketied but

scadfastly retuses to sign 3 pledge is
singer Ray Charles, Wilkins said. He
.d:tdthal be bas met with Charles’ per-

sonal re ataiive, but be bas been un-
..m.ﬁ‘: geiting a pledge from the
3

“mwm. Wilkins could be considercd
the militanis’ militant ~a commiticd
crusader with uncompromising coavic:
tioms. He is also a talented Mﬁpﬂur
who shows his work st Los Angeics arca
galleries, and be is the host O
* i 2 ’ O .




Capital District Coalition

Against Apartheid

and Racism

Box 3002 - Pine Hills Station
Albany, NY 12203

April 27, 1988

AN EVENING WITH RON WILKENS
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 7:30 P.M.

414 THIRD ST.
ALBANY
436-0562

Unity

in Action’s Ron Wilkins,

An Anti-Apartheid Point Man

Ron Wilkins bas been an activist walk-
ing point for controversial issues since the
1960s. Aad as much as anyoac in
Southern California, be is responsible for
increasing public awareness of apartheid
and the United Nations' cultural boycott
of South Afnca

As West Coast chairman of Unsity
Action, Wilkins organized a picket hae
sround Los Angeles Mayor Tom
Bradicy's bome aficr Bradiey presenied
the South African consul » key to the ity
in 1982

He has pressured local National Assa.
for the Advancement of Colored People
branches 10 crase boooring cateriaacrs
who have performed in South Alrica, and
his organization has cowvinced several
eelebrities to refuse engagements in tha
sirsdently racisi country.

His style ranges from vociferous coa-
frosiation int ful discussion, from
publicly embarrassing a target o discrest
coalidential mectings.

*We believe in iag black clecied of-
ficials accoustable lor ibeir actions,” said
Wilkisa, 41. "And sctions such as Brad-
:mumumm ity 10 the South

consul, and the NAACP giving »
lifetime schievement award to Frank
Simairs ae clemdy unacceptable ™

Wilking acewd that since Uity in Ac-
S UmsoTaet
B i 80 orm i
South Africa.

~ Drgaaizing is a way of challenging cxist-
ing power arrangements, and chal
kenges have beea a persistent theme b
Wiltking' life,

After the United Nations imposed ds
cultural boycott oa the Republic of South
Africa in 1982, Usity in Action, a coali-
tion of several activist groups, was lormed
10 bring public pressure on individuals
who ignored the ban on performing
there.

Usity in Action bas also orgasized
protcsts against the United States’ 1980
invasion of Greaada, sad it was ia
swrumental in getting the Beverly Hills
City Council 10 ask the Stale Department
0 remove the South African consulate

from that city.
The group was also among the key
playcrs who convinced the City of West

Hollywood 1o adopt the most siringent
bas o purchasing goods from South
Alnca or from companics doing business
there.

The orgasization's primary reasos for.

being, bowever, remains culorcing the
UN cultural boyeott. The UN

Usity in Action with lists of performerns
who have acoepied engagemeats in South
Africa.

Wilkins said his organization costacts
those artisis and “lets them koow we coa-
sader their perf in South Afnca the
same as collaboration with the racist

"gc sk them to sign satcments of

apology 1o the peuple of South Afnca snd
o not 1o returs 10 perform

- ph
thers ualil spartheid is caded amd there
is magjority rule

g

Since Los Angeies in the entertamment
capital of the world, the West Coast chap-
ter of Unity i Action bas been able 1o ob-
tain “the largest number of pledges™ of
any anti-apartheid organization in the
sountry, Wilkins sad.

Owve artist who has becn picketted but

sicadiastly retuses to s‘: 3 pledge is
singer Ray Charles, Wilkins said. He
added that be has met with Charles’ per-

sonal re atative, but be bas been un-
w:mdpu'!‘i: getting o pledge from the

snger.
in & sense, Wilkins could be considercd
the militants’ militant - a commiticd
crusader with uBCOmMpPromising conVIC:
vons. He is also a talented apher
area

who shows his work a1 Los _




Ron is a leading activist with the Patrice Lumumba Coalition and the

Unity in Action Network..West Coast, Los Angelos. He is a professional
photographer who has done extensive political travel and taken photographs

in @lhana, Cuinea,Nicaragua,Cuba,Lybia and CGrenads.

Part of the history of the Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid
and Racism has been a successful six year coast to coast, phone to phone
collaboration with Ron around anti-apartheid work in general and cultural boycott

work in particular..
We are delighted that Ron has agreed to visit with us during his tyip
East, 0
The focus of the discussion for the evening will be:
- an update of the cultural boycott status

- discussion of culture as a weapon

~ & look at African nations and people who are in the front line of the
struggle against Western domination.

looking forward to seeing you for this most interesting discussion.

Forwards,

!mll

Vera Michelson
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Capital District Coalition
Against
Apartheid and Racism

Presents

An Evening on Southern Africa

"Apartheid Becomes Unworkable
South Africa Becomes Ungovernable"

Wednesday
November 13, 1985
700 P .M,

Mt, Pleasant Baptist Church
441 Washington Avenue
Albany, New York

Host: Pastor Reverend William Roland
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: Invocation
' Reverend Roland

Selections from Mt. Olive Baptist Choir

Welcome
Vera "Mike" Michelsen, Chairperson

Offering
Reverend Roland

Introductions
Merton Simpson, Vice~Chairperson

Quest Speakers
Neo Mnumzana and Hinyangerwa Asheeke

Questions and Answers will Follow

Benediction

Please remain seated during the benediction

Please stop at the tables in the back and sign up if
you can assist in the struggle against apartheid.
We cannot continue the struggle without your help.

For more information call 436~0562

® »
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What is the ANC

The African National Congress (ANC), notwithstanding
its banishment by the racist white regime for the
last 25 years, has become synonymous with the
mighty revolutionary aspirations of the people it
represents and fights for- the great masses who are
the majority of the country. The birth of the
historic Freedom Charter on June 25«26, 1955,
reflects what a free South Africa will mean. The
demands of the Charter are:

- The people shall govern.

~All national groups shall have equal rights.

-The people shall share in the country's wealth.

~-The land shall be shared among those who work it.

~-Al1l shall be equal before the law.

~All shall enjoy equal human rights.

~There shall be work and security.

-The doors of learning and culture shall be opened.

-There shall be houses, security, and comfort.

~-There shall be peace and friendship.

What is SWAPO

The South-West African People's Organization (SWAPO)
also banned by the racist regime, was formed to fight
the brutal occupation and violent repression by the
Pretoria regime. Namibia, formerly known as South
West Africa, was a colony of Germany from 1884

until the end of WWI. The German imperialist
occupation, accompanied with genocidal policies,
resulted in the extermination of more the 3 million
of the indigenous Herero tribe. The illegal
occupation of Namibia by the South African apartheid
regime has been condemned by the U.N. every year
since 1966. The U.S. formulated its so-called

policy of "constructive engagement” with the Pretoria
gov't under the excuse of helping to get South Africa
to withdraw from Namibia. Not only has ot mever
budged from Namibia, it continues to use it as a

base of attack against Angola. The combatants of
SWAPO are fighting a war of national liberation and
need the political, moral, and material support of

the internatinal community.
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Endorsers:

NAACP- Albany Branch, Capital District Labor
& Religious Coalition, Blacks in Government,
NAACP Youth Council, Interdenominational
Minister's Conference, S.A. of SUNYA,

African Student Association SUNYA, NYPIRG,
Prisa, Albany Urban League, YSA, Malcolm X
Study Network, DSA, Peace & Justice Committee
of the Capital Area Council of Churches,
Capital District Black Social Workers,

Central America Solidarity Alliance, Capital -

District Chapter National Lawyers Guild

Capital District, Albany County Centtral -

Federation of Labor, Capital District
Builders of Educational Achievement?
Albany State University Black Alliance
{ASUBA), Capital District Achievers

Acknowledgements:

ViJay Macwan for being there, Georgia Urban
for her valued assistance, Lisa Garcia,
Michael Dollard, Anne Frazier for their
tireless behind the scenes efforts,
everyone in the Capital District who

did not attend the Ray Charles concert

and the 150 who were on the picket line,

DIVEST NEW YORK- 1986!!

Labor Donated
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STOP RACIST VIOLENCE

N COmmoniTy rasva
SATURDAY, APRIL 23

7.30 PM
(doors open at 7.00 pm)

\WILBORNE TEMPLE

SWI' .




DON'T LET THE DREAM BECOME A NIGHTMARE
STOP RACIST VIOLENCE

A Community Forum

GREET INGS Vera Michselson
Coalition Co-Chair
INVOCATION Rev. Leonard Comithier
Pastor, Macedonia Baptist
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE Vickie Smith
Forum Coordinator
INTRODUCTION OF PANEL Vickie Baith

Colin Moore, Activist Attorney, New York City
Lillie Howard, Organizer, December Rally/Newbur
behalf of Tawana Brawley 4 i

zoilg‘T:rrol. President, Nat’'l Congress of Puerto Rican

ghts

Roger Green, Assemblyman, 57ih Assenbly District
Brooklyn, Chair, NYS Black and Puerto Rican Caucus

Elombe Brath, Activist in U. §., African and
international affairs, Writer/Lecturer

QUESTION/ANSWER PERIOD
ANNOUNCEMENTS /WRAP-UP

The Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid and
Racism was formed in 1881 to organize oppo-itf:n to the
appesarance of the South African Springbok Rugby Team's visit
to Albany. GSince that time, the Coalition has worked to end
U. §. support of the apartheid regime. We therefore stand
in solidarity with the ANC and SWAPO(national liberation
novements of South Africa and Namibia) .

We have alsoc been active in issues concerning rac
the U. 5. and the Capital District. For oxunplo..uo h::: .
worked since the police shooting of Jesse Davis in 1984 to
create a Civilian Police Review Board in Albany. While we
do currently participate in the Community Police Relations

Board, a board with very limited rs
& true review board is nocOtsarr.pou. v WREERLE Sasseee

Because we feel firmly that the stru 1s here 1
n
closely linked to the struggle in South h::ica, we believe

it is necessary to fight raci
South Africa . £ sk at home and apartheid in

We urge you to join in the work of th
® Coaliti b
signing up at our table or by calling (518) 436-0583? r

UPCOMING EVENTS

SUNDAY, APRIL 24

Coalition members and Southern African students will
vimsit several Capital District churches to discuss recent
events in South Africa and need for sanctions’' legislation

MONDAY, APRIL 25, 9:30A M.

Civil rights trial brought by former SUNY student
againat Albany Police Departmsent(District Court, Post Office
Building, Broadway, Albany)

MONDAY, APRIL 25, 5:30P. M,
Meeting: Comsmunity Relations Board, City Hall, Albany

. WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 7P M,

Meeting/Discussion Topic: "Client and Lawyer

" Relations.” 'Sponsored by Albany Branch NAACP, Legal Redress

Committee

THURSDAY, APRIL 28, BA. M -8P M.
Convention Center, Meeting Room 8. Testimony to be
given on racial bias experienced and perceived in the U. 5.

Court System

THURSDAY, APRIL 28
No monthly meeting for Coalition this month. Will

resume fourth Thuraday in May

TUESDAY, MAY 17, 7P.M.

Meesting/Discussion Topic: “Sentencing and
incarceration-Females, Males and Prison Facilities =
Sponsored by Albany Branch NAACP, Legal Redress Committiee

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 1P. M,
Trial begins -~ People vs Aaron Carter, Police Municipal

Building, Schenectady

THURSDAY, MAY 18, 8:30-8:30P M.
Meeting/Topic: “"Remembering Malcolm X,” Arbor Hill

Community Center

THURSDAY, MAY 19, 7P .M.
Follow-up Meeting/Discussion Topic: “Black Youth and

the Criminal Justice System.” Sponsored by the Critical
Black lssues Confersnce

FRIDAY, MAY 20, 6:30P M.
Annual Tribute to Women, sponsored by YWCA. Coalition

' Newsletter Editor, Eileen Kawola, is one of ten 1888

honorees




FRIDAY, MAY 20, 8:30P.M. Cocktails/7:30p. m. Dinner

Firast Annual Awards Banguet sponsored by THE SCENE
NEWSPAPER, Speaker: Wilburt A, Tatum, publisher, AMSTERDAM
NEWS, New York City. For information, 434-4668

SATURDAY, MAY 21, 9:30A M. ~4P .M.

Workshop: "Aids and Your Family: What You Need To
Know."” Arbor Hill Community Center, 50 N, Lark Streset,
Albany

THURSDAY, MAY 28, 7:30P M,
Meeting: Coalition Against Apartheid and Raciam, 93
Livingston Avenue, Urban League Confsrence Room

DATES TO BE ANNOUNCED 5

-

Meeting: Coalition Committee on Racist Violence
If interested in participating, sign up at Coalition table
or call (518) 438-05862

Statewide demonstration inm Albany to call for
legislation to outlaw racist and bissed-motivated laws.
Sponsored by New Yorkers for Racial and Economic Justice

b & L ]

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

Albany Branch NAACP
Schenectady Branch NAACP
Blacks in Government
Central American Solidarity Alliasnce
Student Coalition Against Apartheid and Racism
Malceolm X Study Network
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc,
Albany County Labor FPederation
Urban League of Albany
YWCA of Albany
A. Philip Randolph Institute
Student Association of the State University at Albany
Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press s
Capital District Committee for Palestinisn Rights |
Black Social Workers, Albany Chapter
A Universal Being., Inc.
National Lawyers Guild of Albany
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DON'T LET THE DREAM

‘BECOME A NIGHTMARE
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SIOP RAGIST VIOLENGE | wwmrs,

7 COlrsy Faevm
SATURDRY, APRIL 23

(.30 PM

(doors open at 7.00 pm)

WILBORNE TEMPLE
121 JRY STREET, DOWNSTAIRS
(near Empire State Plaza)

a 5
- 2
. i "
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ELOMBE BRATH: writer: lecturer: activist in African and international affairs:
organiser of protests against racist violence, member of Dec 12 Coalition Eleanor
Bumpers Justice Committee and activist around human rights issues generally

COLIN MOORE: activist attorney from NY city; represented the families of Denise
Groce and Timothy Howell, victims in police brutality cases; member of the Eleanor

Bumpers and Michael Stewart Justice omnittees and of the Dec 12 Coalition

LILLIE Howﬂi_commumtu activist; organiser of Dec 12 Newburgh rally to
support justice for Tawana Brawley and the inmates of Orange County Jail, Goshen.

ROGER GREEN: Assemblyman in the S7th Assembly District, Brooklyn; Chairperson

of the Black and Hispanic Caucus and Human Rights Activist

ZOILO TORRES: President of the National Congress of Puerto Rican Rights ( a Puerto
Rican civil rights organisation); veteran community/Latin orgeniser.

sponsor; CAP. DISTRICT COALITION AGAINST APARTHEID & RACISM

P.U Box 3002, Albany, NY 12206 project of: The Social Justice

hone: (518) 436-0562 : Centre Inc.
‘-LQ il ) information, book and crafts tables
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Cupitul District Coalition NON-PROFIT ORG

Against Apartheid U.S. POSTAGE
* . PAID

and Racism _ ;
Project of the Social Justice Center Pe;lr:laln:‘oi‘i .;09

33 Central Avenue
Albany, New York 12210

Note: There will not be a
regular monthly meeting in April.
There will be A COMMUNITY FORUM
on Saturday, April 23, 1988.

See inside for details of this
very important event focused on
the issue of racist violence.

Dulcie September, tne African National Congress representative for France,
Switzerland and Luxembourg, was shot in the face and killed in Paris on
March 29, 1988 while entering her office.. At ANC headquarters in Lusaka,
Zamiba, spokesman Tom Sebina called the killing "part of a deliberate
South African campaign to assassinate ANC members and ANC leaders."

Miss September has worked for the ANC In Lusaka before going to Paris in |
1983 and she has been described as one of the ANC's most vigorous activ
1sts. Her death is another grim reminder of the determination of the
apartheid regime in Pretoria to wage total war on the Black majority in
South Africa. Victory to ANC - Victory to SWAPO

-

The Coalition is launching a full scale campaign calling for complete

and total sanctions against South Africa. The campaign has called for
letter writing to legislators with Senator Daniel Moynihan's agreement
to sign on to the Dellums Cranston Bill being a major goal.

On Sunday, April 24, 1988, members of the Coalition will address
the congregations of several“churthes in the Albany area. This campaign
15 part of a joint effort between the Coalition and the local clergy who
have taken a leadership role in the effort. Next month's newsletter will
give a report of the success-ef~“8anctions Sunday" and an assessment of
the next steps we have to take to pressure our government to end all
support for the racist regime in South Africa.

YNCA HONORS The Tribute to Women program of the Albany Y.W.C.A. has included in its
COALITION honorees this year Eileen Kawola, a member of the Coalition steering
MEMBER committee and editor of the newsletter. Eileen has been recognized for

her work for racial justice. A dinner and program will be held at the
Empire State Plaza Convention Center on may 20th. If you are interested
in attending, call the Y.W.C.A. at 438-6608 by May 6th.

We congratulate Eileen and agree with the Y.W.C.A. that she has shown
dedication and commitment to the struggle for peace and justice, freedom.
and dignity for all people. i

SEE INSIDE FLYER FOR DETAILS OF VERY IMPORTANT COMMUNITY FORUM ON RACIST VIOLENCE ...
SET ASIDE THE DATE, PASS ALONG OR POST THE FLYER - YOUR INYOLVEMENT IS CRITICAL.




Capital District Coalition ,
A gainst Apartheid MAY 1988
and Racism NEWSLETTER
Box 3002 - Pine Hills Station G

Albany, NY 12203
A Project of the Social Justice Center

NEXT REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING. THURSDAY. MAY 26 7 30 Pri
URBAN LEAGUE, C/0 LIVINGSTON AND TEN BROECK, ALBANY, NY.
* RACIAL VIOLENCE UPDATE

- Review of the April 23 forum on racist violence.
s T he mayor's response to the CDCAAR demands for disciplinary action
policewoman, Valerie von Dollen-Burke.
~ The historic decision holding the police department responsible for the
violation of the civil rights and assault of 1 Black and 3 Hispanic former
students.
~ The case of the police assault of Greg Baity, who is Black and homeless.

X S0UTH AFRICA
- June 16/Soweto Day Commemoration in callaboration with the Critical

Black issues Conference.
Sanctions Sunday update,

N ) NATIONS - On May 5, the Rev. Alan Boesak and Bishop
Desmond Tutu gave taatimony before the UN and stressed the
§ed for a total isolation of the apartheid regime through

mediate and mandatory sanctions on South Africa. This

curred on the occasion of the 25th year celebration of the
formation of the 8pecial Committee against Apartheia.
CDCAAR members in attendance were Janice Mwapaga, Arlena
Adams and Vera Michelson.

vontinued on dack page




THE PATTERN OF
POLICE INJUSTICE

Albany Mayor Thomas
Whalen III must be the
blindest person living in
the Capital District.
Anybody with eyes and a
brain could see that
there is a problem when
Jesse Davis was shot by
the police in 1984.
Anybody with eyes and a
brain could see that
there is a problem when
police officer, Valerie
von Dollen~Burke is twice
found guilty of violating
the civil rights of
Albany citizens, and the
tax-paying citizens foot
the bill for the damages
brought against her and
the police department.

Anybody with eyes and a
brain could see that
there is a problem when
police officers, James
Turley and Peter Krasher
were very recently found
guilty of wviolating the
civil rights of three

Hispanic and one
African-American former
SUNY students.
Incidentally, Mark

Mishler an, executive
member of the CDCAAR, was
one of the two attorneys
who represented the
former students.

Yet, our distinguished
mayor, Thomas M. Whalen

111, says,"I think it’s.

hard to pick a case
that’s six years old and
say that it shows a
pattern on the part of
the police that
demons trate s
insensitivity. I don’t
see any patterns that
would be disturbing to me
or the leadership in the
police department."

This, despite the fact
that this 1is the second
conviction of officer
Peter Krasher. This,
despite the fact that
jury forewoman, Christine
Tate, said that the Ijury
decision was designed to
‘send out signals’ to the
city. This, despite the
recent abuse charges
brought against the
Albany police by Greg
Baity, who, according to
Ann Pope of the NAACP,
was abused because he was
a homeless Dblack man.
This case 1is now before
the community /police
relations board and is
the first time that a
complaint which is
channeled through the
comm uni ty / po 1i c e
relations board, on which
Vicki Smith represents
the CDCAAR, will result
in charges against one or
more police officers.

The mayor does not see ¢
problem. Maybe there is
truth in the saying,...
"There is none so blind
as those who will not
see "

FORUM AGAINST
RACIST VIOLENCE

The forum against racial

violence served to
emphasise the dire need
that exists in our

communities to organise.
The conditions have been
created in this country
for racism to continue to
ferment under a veneer of
bogus respect for human

ights, human dignity and
gauman freedom. This
message was echoed by
each of the speakers at
the forum held at the

Wilborne Temple on
Saturday, a3 April.
These speakers included
Elombe Brath, Colin

Moore, Roger Green, Zoilo
Torres and Lillie Howard.

While civil rights
Lawyer, Colin Moore,
forcefully made the point
that racism is part of
the very fabric of this
society, Lillie Howard
was emphasising the need
for the oppressed to
correctly define the
attacks on ther lives and
living standards.

Zoilo Torres, from the
National Congress for

'lguerto Rican Rights, made

clear call for us to
build and strengthen our
organisations as a sharp
tool in the struggle for
human rights and justice.

cornt on hack page.

"

On Sunday, 24 April,
South African students
from as far afield as
Washington DC,
Pliladelphia, New York
City, Poughkeepsie and
Utica came together in
Albany to assist the
CDCAAR in its campaign,
called Banctions Sunday.

This campaign was
organised in
collaboration with the
Baptist Minister’s
Convention and the

Int erd eno min ati ona 1
Minister’s Breakfast
Fellowship.

On that day, one South
African student and one
Coalition member visited
a total of 12 churches
with Jjust one message.
The apartheid regime must
be 1isolated completely.
Total, comprehensive and
mandatory sanctions is
the strategy demanded by
the South African
liberation movement and
the Front-line states and
is the only moral choice
for the USA.

An estimated 900 letters
were written or signed
and sent to Sen.Daniel P.
Moynihan, to voice our
displeasure at his not
yet having co-sponsored
the Cranston-Dellums
bill, calling for total

-+ ganctions.
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( apital District Coalition
Against Apartheid
and Racism
'roject of the Social Justice Center
33 Central Avenue
\bany, New York

FORUM (continued )

In conclusion then, we
salute all those who
participated in making
this forum the success
that it was. A special
nod is given to all the
speakers, and to the
CDCAAR committee on
racist violence, headed
by Vicki Smith, that
organised the forum.

R TR TR A RSO R AT R S G ST RIS,

NEWS NOTES (continued)

A _SBALUTE - to Janice
Mwapaga for playing such
a key role in liasing
with the churches, which

contributed to mkingC?

Sanctions S8unday such an

important an effective
campaign.

PAID

Albany, N.1,

NON-PROFIT 0R7; |
U.S. POSTACE |

Permit No. 809

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Are
you  happy with the

gquality of education in
public schools? Do you
feel that the schools
meet your children’s
needs? Do you know how
the board of education
meetings are run?

If your answer to any of
those questions is NO!
Come to the next Board
meeting on Tuesday, June
., Bchool 24.

Demand the answers to
your questions and
express your opinion.

SBAASBM - An organisation
of South African
students, SAASM, has
established a branch in
Albany to organise South

African students in the

area and to give §

assistance to the
anti-apartheid movement
here.

TR e e



Promotions Group, Inc.

PRESENTS
THE
FIRST ANNUAL
"On THE Scene”
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Extra hungry for something extra good? Go out tor Chicken Tenders from
Burger King®* restaurants. Not formed bits and pieces of chicken

likes McNuggets | but all-white - meat chicken breast tilels, ¢
vegetable oll. So, next time you're hungry, chicken out with
Chicken Tenders. 'Couse there ain’t nothin' like the real thing
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PRESIDENT ' § ormtoeim o m s o o i s s e AL CE. GREEN

CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST o mmimioias i v s s i fUNIN. POPE

BOCTAL ACT IV ST e s e s o s i e e e e RUBY. HUGHES

RELIGIOUS LEADER e e o v e im s s o i e avsmmmeonm o mfREV . ALLEN STANLEY
EIUCATIOR s et o e e i i emDR . PRANK  POGUE

YOUTH SERVICE-~~o- s e N e SISTER GBORGETTA DIX
CORPORATE COMMUNITY SPONSORGH P o oo e o s o DON CEPLEL, MIDON CORP,

REVEREND ROBERT DIXON VERA MICHELSON
LORRAINE FREEMAN PETER PRYOR

PMILY GRISOM KEN SCREVENS

ROGER MARKOVIUS REVEREND CARL B. TAYLOR

s et

QOLWYN ALLEN CATHERINE JORDAN
SUSAN ANTUS ART MITCHELL
FLEANOR BILLMYER PW OLIVER
BLACK NURSE'S ASSN. DENNISON RAY :
ROSANNE CAMPHELL STEVE REYNOLDS
JIM CONNELL ROBERTA ROBERSON
HCWARD GELINAS cmﬂem{ SMITH
BREVERLY GRAHAM PAUL STEWART
ROBERTA HATITH JIM Pﬁilﬁﬂ‘
DEE JOHNSON DR, JAPHET 2WANA
b !
T g
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THE FIRST ANNUAL
"On The Scene"
Awards Banquet

May 20, 1988

INTRODUCTION OF TOASTMASTER
TOASTMASTER

PRAYER OF [NVOCATION
’ﬂms

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

MUSICAL SELECTION

INTRODUCTION OF KEYNOTE SPEAKER
MUSICAL SELECTION

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

AWARDS PRESENTATION

REMARKS

'rwmm

PROGRAM

REV HAYWNOOD BELLAMY
Pastor, Sweet Pilgrim Baptist Church

REV ERNEST ¥. DRAKK
Pastor, Metropolitan R.T. Baptist Church

REV LEONARD COMITHIER
Pastor, Macedonia Baptist Church

MR. ISAAC BRACEY

Banquet, Co-Chalirman

MS BARBARA ALLEN
Board Mesber, "The Scene™

PROF RUDOLPH V. STINNEY
Director of Music, Bethel Baptist Church

DINNER

HR. HERBERT M. CROSSMAN
First Vice-President, "The Scene”

SISTER ¥F. HOLMAN
First Lady, Mt Olivet Baptist Church

MR, WILBUR TATUN
President and C.E.O. Assterdam News

REV ROBERT W. DIXON
Pastor, Mt. Calvary Baptist Church

MR. REGINALD K. KNOX
President, "The Scene”

REV PLEASANT J. FOY
Pastor, Morning Star Baptist Church
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HONORARY COMMITTEE | GUEST SPEAKER

BLOGHRAFHY
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RODNEY LITTLES Wilbert Arnold Tatum

COLWYN ALLEN STEVE LONGO January 23, 1933

ROBERT ANDREWS ROGER MARKOVICS — .

REVEREND HAYWOOD BELLAMY LARRY MAUDLIN WS Rarah OMEaT i

H{jN . F:I:.{N{)R El.l I IJ;}?‘{I'S}J !\K)}M\j M(:{:ﬁ(mrﬁ, 34 East 3rd Strast s New York (10003
HON., JIM BOULDIN HERBERT M“LAUGHLIN

ELAINE BOWEN EILEEN MEVERS Hillsyde Hagh School, Durham, North
.;.,‘.‘ :v --I-“A*v- ‘41 o Carolina, Diploma,

HON. NEBRASKA BRACE ;\R{ MITCHELL Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, B.S,
ISAAC BRACEY DONNA MITCHELL Soci1ology.

HENRY BRYANT VERA MICHFLSON ‘ Drill Instructor School , United States

T TN AEINT (X " 7T - g e X 3 Marine Corps, Parris Island, South
RL'« V. LRI‘}\JL’ .‘R 3 P, CHARLOW R_E\f" i‘:Rf‘?\ID {.fl.,atf‘. .U’Ei‘.a MURRAY Carolina, Diploma.

WILLIAM CLAY ROBERT OSBORNE National Urban Fellowship ~sponsored by the
TED COBB REVEREND BRIAN O'SHAUNESSEY National League O0f Cities-U.8.
TED COOKE CLARENCE PARKER Contfersnce 0f Hayors,

T s i T T T R P Att e d ¢
REVEREND LEONARD COMITHLER DONNA PERRY et et i DT e vl
KATHLEEN A. DORGAN PETER PRYOR Occidental College, Los Angeles,

ETHEL DAVID DENNISON RAY California, B.A. Urbian Studes.
RFVERIND ERNEST DRAKF ; 5 : _ _
X;ﬁﬂiﬂ?ﬁ).&Rﬁfkl DRARI Blﬁjﬂf R%VT3Q. - Employed: Amaterdam News, Chayrman OFf The Board,
BENJAMIN GARLAND REVEREND WILLIAM ROLAND C.E.O. yand Edirtor-In~-Chyef

KENT GOLIWIRE HON., ARTHUR SCOTT 2340 Frederick Douglass Bl vd.

TOM GRINER GLENN SEALE New York,  New York 1002

VAN HOLLAND GLORIA SHEPARD Uther FPositions Held: Health Insurance Plan (OFf Greater New York,
JOYCE HUGHES MARK 5IMMONS Semior Vice President;

A AT RIS ARINEY M o Mayor 's (Héice OF Mid-Toawn Planning And
;i:*\,’“ﬁ,.;; ‘:Y()i H‘*}é;_vi..?.u. AN 4 A‘f‘h;:, ?{W"\I.{m i o s Development, City O¢ New York,Director.
BELDER h}TME* T JEFFRESS REVEREND ALLEN STANLEY Deputy Fresident , Borough OFf Manhattan,
WILLIE JOHNSON MILDRED STIBITZ City OFf New York.
iﬂ:ﬁ!’l‘:}{i’ﬂi} H{):;V-\ \H‘IE(‘E&’\I\: SAM}IM Ht')s; E rrl':}ﬂf)l_.jf; Dar &ctor O Lirtaan ana@-ual N Milbank-Framl ey
i iy i gy S PO ' Urban Renewal Area, (Central Harlem)
IRVING KIRSCH ERWINE VEWELL

_ IRV LANDERS DEACONNESS MARGARET WILLIAMS Business Relationships: Charrman O+ The Board, Tatum/kFohn
% AFEVERFN JAMES AWRENCE MTT IR 1O Assoclates, loc,
R} J}‘R;:‘IN[') .},& Ei; . I:Ah %;TN(H E MILORED ‘WRIGHT Chairrman OFf The Board, Falisades/Amsterdam
i{if\/hf{}‘.?\l? _ N 1»] R “H\l I.s}.‘.;}.} Communications Cor B
JERRY LEE Chairman O¢ The Board, SUTAT, Inc,
Voaluntary Relationships: Member, New York Urban League.
s Vice Charrman, College For Human Services.

Member ; Malcolm/Hing College.
Co~-Founder , Black/Jewish Coalition.
Vice~Chairman, Educational Alliance.
: Member ., Wildocat Service Corp.
. ’ Council On Adoptable Children.
Boys Brotherhood Republic,.

Marraieds Wifes Susan
Daughter: Elly 116}
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Phe Albany Upstats chapter of BRlackys in Government
crofaratulates the BSCENE on t hair Pirst Annual Awardas Banguet.,

K e ulr tha acod work.,
L5 Live in an A when intormation managemant and

tions Are the pillays of most BUCOWS stful industries,

and caresrs All of us are part of some great

S ) e &
r work that helps somecne else achiave, advance or make a
fait

Wi w3 4 facrilitate sharing of important information that
W LBCcreas e gua Ly v oyl lives at work and at home
& pating or formalizing a communicCations network .,

X ks hugsiness of information sharing. More
informatiot T nared more effectively i1f there are more
L inoes MU LOCAt LONR The HBCENE 16 a vaital component
rhat network. ok - Halp us share what we have learned

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT PARLIAMENTARIAN
J. Raymond Wright Conrad Reid
VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERS AT LARGE
Mary Berrings Donna Perry
TREASURER Merton Simpaon
David Carter-El ALTERMNATIVE REGIONAL
Jeannine Dominique Colwyn Allen

BIG MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

MNAME
ADDRESS
CITY

5 AR | e——
EMPLOYMENT

TITLE

0 Stucdtent ($15 00)

{3 Full Membership 0 New ) Ranewal $(25 00)
0 Assce Membership (51500)

DATE

CORRESFONDING SECY.
Sharon Terrell Jackson

COMMITTEES TO JOIN:

[J Finance 3 Black Exec Liaisons
0 Economic Devalopment [ Scholarship
STATE - ZIP ) Fundraising 0 Clipging Service
(W) : it 1 Membership 0 Housing
{0 Educanon ) Special Events
{3 Legisiative 0 Traming
: : P i ol el 0 Hgh School Mentoring O Position Papers
DUES:

3 reaith & Farmily

Make checks payabie o Albany Upstate Chapler
of BIG. Send to P QO Box 2065 ESP Station, Albany
NY 12220- 2065

ALBANY UPSTATE CHAPTER '

OF BLACKS IN GOVERNMENT
P.O. Box 2065, Plaza Station
Albany, NY 122202065
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NEW HOMES

As Little As

Per Month L. & 1

¢ -

| Ten B oéck

Condominiums

.

Tired of paying Rent and Getting Nothing for It But a Pile
of Rent Receipts?
You can own a BRAND NEW HOME of your own and begin

to receive all the benefits of home ownership—and the tax
deductions too!

FOR AS LITTLE AS $280 PER MONTH!

IF...you (and anyone with you)earn a combined salary of $12,500 per year
or more. ..

IF...you have $1,250 for the down payment. ..

IF...you have acceptable credit. ..

You May Qualify for at least a TWO BEDROOM Unit with Private Otf-
Street Parking. Your choice of colors and all for just $280 per month.

If you earn $15,000 we have a THREE BEDROOM, Unit and if you earn
$26,000 a TWO FAMILY is available.

all weekdays for a Personal Tour of Our Model, 438-3521
Ask for Charles Touhey.

OMEGA HOMES
799 Central Ave., Albany
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FAIR HOUSING
It’s the Law!

WHAT IS DISCRIMINATION
IN HOUSING?

Housing discrimination occurs when you cannot Live
Where You Want To Live because of race, color,
religion, sex or national origin.

WATCHFOR THE WARNING SIGNS. TAKE
NOTE IF:

® An apartment manager or owner refuses to rent
to you

¢ A lending company refuses to give you a mortgage
to purchase a home, although you qualify

® A real estate firm treats you differently than others

® You are steered to or away from a neighborhood
which is primarily composed of one racial or ethnic
group

® A builder or developer refuses to sell you a home

YOUHAVEARIGHT TO LIVEWHEREYOU
WANT TO LIVE

If you feel you have been denied your Fair Housing
rights because of race, color, religion, sex or national
origin, call the City of Albany’s Fair Housing Office at
(518) 434-5184 or to register your complain visit:
CITY HALL
Office of Equal Employment Opportunity/

Fair Housing '

Room 254-M
Albany, New York 12207

UGB R A R U AN R A A R B A
8

O GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD, FOR HE IS GOOD;

FOR HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOREVER. (Psalm 136:1)

CONGRATULATIONS
and

BEST WISHES

METROPOLITAN N.T. MISSION BAPTIST CHURCH
105 Second Street

Albany, New York

REVEREND DR. ERNEST E. DRAKE, Pastor

Church Members and Official Staff

it
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SAM PERKINS - LOU CIOFFI
BASKETBALL CAMP

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS AGES 8-18
JUNE 27 - JULY 1

Special Guest
WAYMAN TISDALE
(NBA-—~indiana Pacers)

(Boys and Girls)

East Greenbush
Columbia High School
(Girls)
Schalmont
Schalmont High School
(Boys and Girls)
Watervliet
Waterviiet City Rink
(Boys and Girls)

Sam Perkins - Lou Ciothi Basketbail Camp
¢/0 Lou Ciolti

796 Beech Drive

Niskayuna, New York 12309
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OFFENSE - DEFENSE
BASKETBALL ACADEMY

\ Defense - Shooting - Dribbling - Rebounding - Passing
| Perfect Practice Makes Perfect’

5883 Dr. Shaw Drive, Slingeriands, NY 12159
518/456-7498

THE PROGRAM DESIGNED FOR
THE INDIVIDUAL PLAYER TO
BUILD STRONG FUNDAMENTAL

SKILLS.
1ST SESSION - - - 1 JUNE 1988

HERB CROSSMAN

INSTRUCTOR/CONSULTANT

11




CONGRATULATIONS

from
The Officers and Members
of
Albany (NY) Alumni Chapter
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
On the occasion of your

"On-the-Scene" Awards Banquet

Walter, Thaver, & Long

1 Columbia Place
Albany, New York 12207
(518) 462-6753

Criminal Defense, Constitutional and Police Abuse Litigation,
Discrimination and Sexual Harassment, Disability and
Workers’ Compensation (including environmental and stress
claims), Employment, Family Law, Real Estate, Commercial,
Personal Injury, and Litigation against the State of New York

Lawvers:
ANITA THAYER LANNY E. WALTER
MARY JO LONG MARK S. MISHLER-
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Now YOU Can Work for ~A One of a Kind Hote77

We are proud to announce ﬁ}/

CDTA’s New Wolf Road Bus Route to
Albany New York

Are you looking for a PART-TIME or FULL-TIME job The

Americana has a LOT 1o offer Flexible schedules,

competitive  salaries  with regular wage increases, onthe-job
traning and an EXCELLENT work environment!

Apply Today!

a’

» STUDENTS * Gaif valuable
work experience
» HOMEMAKERS * Re-enter the
work force
* Work around

family’s schedule
» SENIOR CITIZENS . Re-enter the

Dbl S

Mease apply Monday through Friday o HiH

T 9
{0l & (B8] PUSeE T S | LT M
L L, | e ; ’x)
IR L Sip R et )

LLs BT e 2

9 amto § pm a1t our Pessonnel Office

\ L § " a . . - ‘—
-84 - o 4 A
e -ﬁﬂ‘.?:.ﬁ- ‘\R"‘*

\ N
N

'.b,v"-ul':, " Phone
436-9308

Mount Calvary Baptist Chureh

FIFTY EIGHT ALEXANDER STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12202

The Pdfti-m.jg;y
438-4752

REV. ROMRT W. DIXON
187 Whiteha!l Road
Albany, New York 12209

Congratulations

to The SCENE

on their First

Annual "On-the-Scene"
Awards Banquet

Mount Calvary Baptist Church
Reverend Robert Ww. Dixon

Te Cliurck Wik A Werm ;giﬁkuék"

-
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SABOSA
On the occasion of youn

Finat Annual "On the Scene” Awanda Banguet

{ﬂm
SABOSA, INC.

"An {mpontant Qua/ify of Black /.c'{c"

Beat Wirkea forn Succean

A NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION

SABOSA Happy Houn - 1at Friday each month
Sign of The /nee-Empine State Plaza

WMHT TV 17
WMHX TV 45

WMHT FM 89.1
WMHT RISE

WMHT Educational ‘

lelecommunications, Inc
Public Broadcasting in
the Capital Region

14
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#lCoN s> FIND OUT ABOUT STUDENT FINANCIAL AID
D 28|  SCHOLARSHIPS

Empre State Scholarships of Excelience
Robert C Byrd Monors S holarstups
Empue Stae Challenger Schol

Z'\ NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE?

A0S tor Teac he )
Many Maore Avaslatie

GRANTS LOANS
Tution Assistance Program {TAP) anite
Peti Grar:
Lther Grant

Guaranteed Studer LOars {G5L)
Perkirs (oans
AT A ar f'-‘__._l(-r-_'_' [ (yarye

‘ For more financiat ag nformation, write 1o NYSHE ST » Stugent information « Aibany, NY 12255

NEUJ VORH SmTE Mario M. Cuomo
Higher €ducation Services Corp.

Dolores E. Cross

-

LEGAL AID SOCIETY |

55 Columbia Street Albany, N.Y. 12207 462-676%
10-12 Lake Ave Saratoga Springs, N Y 12885 887 5188

Proudly congratulates
the winners of
THE SCENE's 1987
"On-the-Scene"

Rwards.

il Legal Aid Society provides free lngal servivees and representation in civil

§| Mmalters to persons in Albany, Rensselaar, Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren f
Il and Washington Countias. '
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“BEST WISHES”

“LET YOUR LIGHT 30 SHINE BEFORE MEN, THAT THEY MAY SEE
YOUR GOOD WORKS, AND GLORIFY YOUR FATHER WHICH IS IN
HEAVEN" (MATTHEW 5:16)

OFFICERS & MEMBERS
MT OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
226 NorTH PEARL STREET

ALBANY, New York

it quvW

“BEST WISHES”

SWEET PILGRIM BAPTIST CHURCH
TeEN Broeck & CLINTON AvEnuE
ALBANY, New York
REVEREND HAYWOOD BELLAMY, Pastor
DEACON SAMMIE Danzy - CHAIRMAN, BoArD oF DEacons
MR WiLLis F. Brutown - CHAIRMAN, BoARD of TRUSTEES

. . “BEST WISHES”

“BEST WISHES”

MORNING STAR MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
159 QuarL StreeT

ALBANY, New York 12206

REVEREND PLEASANT FOY, SR., Pastor
Deacon RALPH Repmon - CHATRMAN, BOARD oF DEAcoNs

MRS THELMA CARTER - CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF TRUSTEES . .

18

WALLS TEMPLE A.M.E. CHURCH
27 DELAWARE STREET

ALBANY, New York
REVEREND E. B, SLAUGHTER, PasTor

“BEST WISHES”

DURYEE MEMORIAL A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
307 HuLETT STREET

SCHENECTADY, New York
REVEREND GARY WAYNE BURNS, Pastor

“BEST WISHES”

0AK GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Troy, New York
REVEREND JACKIE ROBINSON, Pastor

17
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“BEST WISHES*

RIVERVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH
Coevmans, New Yorx

“The CHurcH WHERe Love ABipes”

REVEREND WILLIAM V. CALLAHAN, Pastor

D18 474 4425

EUGENE S. CALLENDER

NEW YORK STATE OFFICE FOR THE AGING
Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY 12223

WOLF ROAD
| HOUR CLEANERS

BRY CLEANERS & ANIRT
LAUNDRY SERVICE

“BEST WISHES”

“MAY GOD RICHLY BLESS YOUR EFFORTS AND OUR PRAYERS
ARE WITH You.”

WILBORNE TEMPLE C.0.6.1.C.
121 Jay Streer

ALBany, New York
ELDER, EMMETT N, JEFFRES, Pastor

®
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Suwe 1582
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(818) 489-4370

Compliments of

Macedonia (_Bapus( “Church

172 NORTH ALLEN Sreesy
ALBANY. NY 12208

HEV LIONA”DD COMITHIENR JN
PARTYORN

sl

Capitol Hill

Improvement Corp.

Not-for-Profit Nesghborhood Housing Service

*Rehabilitation & Emergency Loans
*Housing Counseling + Loan Packaging
*Design Services + Inspections
*Housing Reference Lending Library
*ElderlyHandicapped Home
Maintenance & Repair Services

260 Lark Street, Albany 12210

462-9696 '
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féig Brothers and Sisters

[of Albany County.Inc. 1

AH-.'L-_"{Q

g!‘gm;mmm
Right now
there are over 100 boys
in Albany County
waiting for adult men

to become Big Brothers.
Please call 463-4429

to volunteer.
Remember,
Peopie

“Little Peaple need
§
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The Staff of the New York African American Institute
extends its heartiest congratulations to

Anne Pope
Recipient of the Scene’s Civil Rights Award

to be presented at the Scene's First Annual Awards Dinner
May 20, 1988

T__——_———“_‘

N

SPONSORS

Albany United Methodist Society

Capital District Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism

Congregation Oshav Sholom

First Presbyterian Church .
Ali-American gioves  Ali- Amer.can

workmansnip. Ana more patented glove
ieatures than ak other brands combined

Hadley Hill, Inc * Fuil-sized pantern.
* Double post "H" wed. no oreaxing n.
* Conventionas dack for SNug it

Friendship Baptist Church

Rev. Isabel M. Johnson

Mount Olivet Missionary Baptist Church NO wonger more Major leaguers use
Rﬁ‘d\hiﬂ ves than ail nes
M. Hurt Supply, Ltd. COmDu"\g;Gg‘o & o e FOGE N TERNATYONA, COMPRAY B
A ' > V. x

(318) 785-1646

. LEFTY'S SPORTING GOODS
238 New L WJIGn Hy Rt €
CATHAM NEW rQ:'r\ i '.ii“:‘:
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adition of Excellence Q.

TYPESETTING
Compiete Layout and Design SNAP QUT FORMS

Carbon Interieaved
NCH

TWO COLOR TO FOUR
COLOR PROCESS
Brochures Booklats
Magazines Pamphiets CONTINUOUS

L etterheads and Envelopes Letterheads and Envelopes

f‘ Orens
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Community forum hits racist violence

By Jeff Jones

“We feel that a community discussion
on racial violence is very timely, and this
event is a tool to help us better respond,”
Vicki Smith said as she introduced a
forum at the Wilborne Temple.

The meeting, held April 23, was
organized by the Capital District Coa-
lition Against Apartheid and Racism, and
was attended by 150 people. Smith, who
represents the Coaliton on Albany's
Community Police Relations Board, 15
also chairwoman of the group’s Commit-
tee Against Racial Violence,

The Albany-based Coalition planned
the event to address questions raised by
the controversy surrounding last
November's alleged abduction and sexual
assault of Tawana Brawley, a Black
Wappingers Falls teenager. The contro-
versial tactics of her lawyers and advisors,
and her refusal to cooperate with the
official state investigation into her
allegations, have become the central
1ssues in the case. Some activists fear that
larger questions of racist violence are
being lost in the furor created by the
Brawley case.

The evening began with a spirited
cultural performance by South African
students studying at arca schools. Their
enthusiasm permeated the hall, setting the
tone for the discussion that followed.

Speaking on the panel were Assembly-
man Roger Green, Chairman of the New
York State Legislature’s Black and Puerto
Rican Caucus, Colin Moore, a lawyer
who represents victims of police abuse
in New York City, Lillian Howard, a civil
rights leader from Newburgh, Zoilo

FEEIr A ne

Torres, President of the National Con-
gress of Puerto Rican Rights and writer
Elombe Brath. Audience responses fol-
lowed the presentations.

“We need to hear about Tawana
Brawley, but we also need to hear about
what is going on with Black people in
the United States and around New York
State,” said Lillian Howard. Her son
Timothy was incarcerated and beaten at
the Orange County Jail during a distur-
bance just days before the Brawley
incident. This particular Hudson Valley
jail has been the scene of several incidents
where Black and Latin inmates have
allegedly been abused by white guards.
Howard complained that the lower
Hudson Valley has become a penal
colony. “Prisons are a terrible way for
communities to earn their money,” she
sard, explaining that seven prisons in her
area employ more than 3000 workers.

Admiring the courage of the South
African students, Colin Moore said he was
unable to see any fundamental difference
“between Apartheid in South Africa and
racism in New York State, except in
degree.” He noted, in New York City, with
a population now 50 percent Black and
Hispanic, 78 percent of the police force
is still white. “Someone who has never
enjoyed power in his own society, is given
life and death power over Blacks,” Moore
said of the average white officer. He also
noted that because 98 percent of the
City's judges are white, the actions of
prejudiced police officers on the street are
reinforced within the criminal justice

system, :
Green was one of the first Bluck elected
" b

L at
é-' s

South Africa students perform recen!ly at start of a Community Reform on Racist
Violence. Sponsored by Capital District Coalition Against Apartheid & Racism
at Wilbourne Temple. (Photo by Jeff Jones)

Jdeaders to publicly criticize the Rev. Al
Sharpton, a controversial Brawley advi-
sor. Green told the forum he supports the
strategy of the young woman's lawyers,
but disagrees with their tactics as unne-
cessarily divisive. Comparing his plan to
Jesse Jackson's presidential campaign,
Green said he favored building a coalition
of Blacks and whites against racist
violence and for eccnomic justice. The
target, said Green, is institutionalized
racism,

The Assemblyman is co-author of
legislation under consideration that would
create a permanent statewide special

prosecutor to investigate bias-related
crimes and would increase the penalties
for those found guilty. New York Gov-
ernor Mario M. Cuomo 1s opposed to the
creation of a permanent special prosec-
utor and has instead proposed reorgan-
izing the State Attorney General's office
to create a bias-crimes unit.

Green called for community support of
his plan. “We need to mobilize at the
grassroots,” the Assemblyman said,
Otherwise, the legislation has no chance
of passing the Republican-controlled
State Senate.

Whifnev V'nl Ny annnintc
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Activists rally against racism

By DOREE
L 20! N.ERCOLANO
Smmpmg their feet in a vigilant

“hant of ‘Hey hey. ho, ho aparthewd
4% ROt to go." members of the Capitad
sirict Coalition Against Apartheid
nd Ractsm gathered Saturday to raily

U PR . g } i’
ivri:‘:" Igainst rac 1ally motivated vio- _‘0" / L v
| Tbl.‘!! discussion focused not only on T ' Yh

racial attacks in South Africa and that

‘ountry’s apartheid regime. but .
Har prejudices in thus rnunhy' 1?)(::?
wally in New York State '

‘I fail to fiad any distinction be
Apartherd in South Africa and th;:::'n
ISM that exists i this state,"” said Colin
.\flmrg: an activist attorney from New
York City *It is only a difference of de-

S
r..
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Moore and other fuest speakers who

"APARTHEID MEAN Members Capetnl
trict Coslitson Agansy ?&panhaa and Rac ey thuring

rally agenst racially
Motivg
(Rocord photo by | o 1od violence in

I“..:-”:‘ y 1 1 0] 43

Apartheid...

Continued from Page A1

a governor who refuses to recog
nize racism.’ said Moore “Rac
ISm in this country 1s not legalized
as it 18 tn South Africa, but it s
supported, sanctioned and encour-
aged in every state of the nation

Anti-racism and anti-apartheid
movements are limited “when we
allow others to refrain from call
ing these incidents what they are

racism, " said Lillie Howard, an
organizer of a Dec. 12 rally in
Newburgh on behalf of Brawley

“We must be strong epough to

| label it what it is If we don't start
- {acing the fact that this state suf-

fers fromn racial violence we will
never go beyond where we are to-
day.” said Howard, whose son was
jncarcerated in the Orange County

 Jail last November during an

inmate uprising against racism

We need to hear each of these
incidents as loudly and as clearly
as we heard Tawana Brawley's
and we need to stop letting people
dictate to us how far our
movement can go,” urged How-
ard

The coalition was formed in
1981 to organize opposition Lo the
appearance of a South African
Springbok Rugby team's visit to
Albany Since then, the group has
been active in the Community Po-
lice Relations Board and i3 work-
ing to form a civilan police
review board as well

“"We feel [firmly that the
struggle here is closely linked to
the struggle in South Africa,” said
Vera Michaelson, the coalition's
co-chair “It is nécessary to fight
racimm al home as well as
abroad ™
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Vera Michelson s work is never dome mot unh! apartheid v ended

-

THE GO

Local activist Vera Michels

hat makes Vera Michelson so
compelling on the subject of the
anti-apartheid movement is the

way she peppers her conversation with
references to "after the revolution’ and
alter victory ' —leaving no room for doubt
that there will be victory someday

I'm not ever going to attempt to put a
tume frame on it but what we do know is

change in South Africa
By Rekha Basu

the movement 1s at a point where there's no
furning back.” savs Micheison. who co
chairs the Capital District Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism

[t's not aiways easy 1o be optimestic in the
face of a white minonty government that
practices the world's most brutal svstem of
racial segregation refegatng black people
to shanty towns, jobs and sc hools shunned

OD FIGHT

on's role in the struggle for inevitable

by whites: that carres out killings. torture
and jailings. even of children. for political
Opposinon and enforces a total han against
fews reporting on any of these atrocities
and that bans (7 trade-union, student labor
and civic organizations advocating non
violent change

But Michelson, a Jewish American from
Northampton, Mass., and a veteran of the

LOCAL COLLEGES AND DIVESTMENT

have in that do
holdings in cempaes
bﬁ-h&ﬂm.ﬂm.
the tssue of divestment has been hested
up oa two area campuses, Renssebuer
wmumu
Wllh“
Skudmore has not yet divested, but
senous acton has been taken toward that
mvvi;alhecnbﬂ'l:‘wmﬁmdm
trustees, two faculty members. one

student, the commitiee exists.
other things, to advise the Board of
Trustees on the msue of divestment.

"This group has studied divestment
held vanous open discussions. ' says
college spokeswoman Andrea Wise “and

r a thorough review of the situation

recommend that the coilege divest ail
secunties from companies doing business
in South Africa.”

The Advisory Committee is scheduled
o meet with the Board of Trustees in
early May ""The Board of Trustees still
has 1o act,” Wise says, “and with the
Beard's approval divestment will be

effective within 18 months of the

e pressure
divestment at RPT—campus
demonstrations were held on Jaooary 23
and March 19 to voice campus opinion
supporting divestment - it appears that
the school has no immediate pians to
divest. RP] officials defend this choice by
characteninng divestment as *'symbolic,
short-term action of questionable
effectiveness, compared to
“substantive, ’ long-term action.

“RP1 feels that there is more influence
with substantive action.’’ says Susan
Shea. director of news and
communications at the college. "*If
ownership (of investments) is maintained.
proxy voles can be imitiated and RPI can
play an active role to abolish apartheid
According to Shea. f RP! were to divest
the school would have no influence in
deciding South Africa's future.

“The idea is to decide which has a
chance of [affecting ] better change. '’ she
says. "It's more powerful 1o stav and be
active in proxy action and shareholder
action.” Regarding student the unrest
incited by the divestment ssue Shea

Mthtdidnm'\nbehmtm
m&emmmma
Trustees,

Steve Brady, a member of the RP1
SMuuCMouSwthMriu.
disagrees. ““The investments in South

does feel that RP1's position is evolving.
but notes that the school has not made any
proposals to get out of South Africa

Ruseell Sage College in Troy Junior
College of Albany and Union College in
Schenectady have not divested but limst
their investments in South Africa to
companies who have formally agreed to
the Sullivan Principles-—a code of ethics
established for Amencan businesses in
South Africa.

Maria College in Albany and
Schenectady County Communtiv Coliege
have never had investments in South
Africa. while Albany Law School the
College of Saint Rose in Albany the State
University of New York and Siena
College in Loudonville all have divested

~Angela Pender

DAVID BN KMAN

cvil-rights movement in the Capital
Region has taken on the struggle for black
dignity and equality in South Africa
without allowing herself 1o Ret bogred
down in pessimism and despair There &
just oo much to be done

The job has no set boundaries It §
leafletting one day, letter writing the next
holding support meetings or deaiing with
the press in between Michelson was one of
only 14 Americans to {0 t0 Arusha
Tanzama. last December 1o attend the
international conference of the African
National Congress (ANC). South A fri as
banned liberation movement which 1s
widely regarded as the future government
of an independent South Afrca

The conference, held to discuss globai
strategies to solate South Africa drew
more than 500 delegates from 50 counrries
mcluding some government
representabives and members of church
labor, and solidarity groups Michelson said
't was the first time the ANC had met
formally with the international ants
apartheid community

Michelson returned from the Arusha
conference with the impression that ant:-
apartheid movements in other countres
such as the Scandinavian nations and
England, are far more cohesive than those
in the United States

"Here, for geographic. regional o other
reasons, we are more fragmented " she
says. "We can't speak at this point in terms
of one anti-apartheid movement

Michelson would like to see Americ ans
take a more consistent interest in Sauth
Africa, rather than reacting in spurts of
actvity prompted by fleeting indignation at
i particular atrocity

"Amencans tend to have short fuse« in
terms of their ability to sustain an
mterest, ’ she says. “When Amencans
were seeing the brutality and violence of
the apartherd regime on TV =, n0st rughtly
it became an effective tool to mobilize
peaple. Since the South African news
whiteout, they don't get the same
information. "’

In light of the government's recent
banning of the [nited Democratic Front
{an umbrella organzation of various
independence movements). the trade-union
federation called COSATU and 15 other
Kroups, Michelson says it is especually
imperative for people here to push
Congress to pass a total set of sanctions
against South Afnca. The federal
divestment and sanctions bill against
apartheid passed in 1986 is rife with
problems, she savs. For example, while
prohibiting new corporate investment in
South Afnca, it allows for reinvestment of
profits there: while banning new bank loans
to the South Afncan regime. it allows loans
to the pnvate sector, and it doesn 't cut off
the sale of South African oil, She urges
people to write to New York Sen. Daniel P
Movnihan, who sits on the House
subcommittee on Africa, asking him to
co-sponsor the Cranston- Dellums sanctions
legislation

Michelson also s eager to educate
Amencans about the crimes of the South
Afncan government outside South Africa.
such as in nesghboring Namibia. which also
practices aparthesd, and even in
progressive African nations like Angola
and Mozambique, which Michelson sayvs
are plagued by South African agents

The task is to educate people not only
about the heinous brutality [aparthed)
inflicts on black people but aiso the ¢haos
death and destruction South Africa
nflicting on the region. on A ngola
Mozambique and other fronthne states wnvd
the U'.S. role in that chaos
Michelson, who took part in a panel on that
subject at the ANC conference "We need
0 point oyt (o the Amencan people that
South Africa s funding contras in the

savs




region that are just as terrible as the
contras in Nicaragua "’

Those “contras’ are people like Jonas
Savimbi, a rebel leader from the 11 S
backed UNITA orgamzation that is
fighting the leftist Angola government. and
the organization called Renamo in
Mozambique, which functions as an agent
of the South African government to keep
that independent nation economically tied
to South Africa.

"“They attack at the very guts of the
country,"” Michelson says, “against
transport lines, hospital workers, children
and women "' She says last year Renamo
members massacred 400 people, including
a number of sick people in their hospital
beds

“The 1].S. government can talk about
being against apartheid but we're funding
apartheid through corporations and we're
funding destabilization in the region
through UUNITA .

Namibia (formerly called South West
Africa), which has 100,000 South African
troops stationed inside its borders. also is
buoyed by American corporate
investments, according to Michelson

Amernicans interested in working against
apartheid can support product boycotts,
divestments, academic and cultural
boycotts; educate others about the region
and what the ANC and the South West
Africa People's Organization (SWAPO),
the 20-year Namibian liberation movement.
are doing; and contribute money to the
ANC and SWAPO for medical supplies,
legal fees and educational materials.
Michelson says

Michelson prides the Capital Region on
having contributed disproportionately to
the anti-apartheid movement, beginning
with the boycott of the South African rugby
team, the Springboks, in Albany in 1981

SANCTIONS SUNDAY

THIS SUNDAY (APRIL 24) WILL BE
Sanctions Sunday in the Capital Region.
The Coalition Against Apartheid and
Racism, in collaboration with the
Interdenominational Ministers
Conference and the Capital Area Baptist
Ministers Conference, will issue a
renewed call for the U S. government to
help isolate the South African regime
internationally.

South African students from around
the Northeast will team up with

Coalition members, to address the
congregations of various area churches
on the situation in South Africa and the
need for sanctions. Sample letters to
New York Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan. a
member of the House Subcommittee on
Africa, will be distributed, asking him to
show leadership in the sanctions effort.
and church members will be asked to
write or sign. The churches are picking
up the cost of the mailings. @

successful boycotts and walkouts of
musicians who performed in South Africa
in defiance of the cultural boycott. Both
Chick Corea and the Temptations
renounced their South African appearances
and vowed never to perform there again as
a result of such actions by Michelson's
coalition

from companies doing business in South
Africa.

As its name suggests, Michelson's
coalition, formed in 1981 to plan strategies
against the Springboks, also is active in the
fight against racism domestically.

"We believe the foreign policy of the
U.S. is symptomatic of its domestic policy
In addition, Albany saw the successful of institutional racism,” Michelson says.

movement for divestment of SUNY funds Among the local issues the coalition has

—

“The U.S. government can talk about being
against apartheid but we're funding apartheid
through corporations and we're funding
destabilization in the region through UNITA.”
— Vera Michelson

-
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tackled are police brutality and racial
violence

Michelson came to the area 20 years ago
to attend Russell Sage College, later
earning a masters degree at SIINYA . She
works as an affirmative action officer at the
0.D. Heck Developmental Center in
Schenectady.

Her commitment to working agains!
apartheid has incorporated itself into the
very fabric of her day-to-day existence In
her Albany home, family members compete
with black South African leaders and
friends for space on her walls, and her
community of friends inchides more than a
few South African exiles.

During her trip to Tanzania last year,
Michelson was especially touched by a visit
to a refugee camp for South African exiles
a few hours from Dar-Es-Salaam. Known
by the acronym SOMAFCO, the self-
contained community run by the ANC
includes a pre-kindergarten-through- high
school that trains its students for higher
education abroad in professional and skilled
fields like medicine, law, farm and factory
management and even high-technology
work._ [t already has graduated 1.000
people and placed them abroad

The children in SOMAFCO have endured
a world of suffering difficult to imagine
Most are there without parents or siblings
Many were the victims of torture. But
rather than waste their energy on self pity,
they are there to get educated, be
disciplined and productive—"'so that "’
explains Michelson, re-affirming her
optimism in the ultimate victory againsi
apartheid, “after the revolution they will be
able to help the society in growth and
development '8

To learn more about the work of the

coalifton or to become g mem.er rall
Micheison at 4360562

Area activists also have launched e ——————
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Capital District Coalition
- Against Apartheid
and Racism

Box 3002 — Pine Hills Station
Albany, NY 122023

e

1988 Black Arts and Cultural Festival
Celebrates 70th Birthday of Nelson Mandela

In tribute to the 70th Birthday of Nelson Mandela, the
Black Arts and Cultural Festival will feature "Sechaba,"
the cultural performance group of the African MNational
Congress. These internationally recognized artists will
perform sonygs and chants of South Africa. Their performances
entertain, educate and inspire.

Budget

Cost for van rental, gas, tolls and

miscel laneous expenses $300.00

Honorarium for six Sechaba performers 600 .00

Total Expenses $900.00
Submitted by

WZM%:) )d ?f#v’)

Merton Simpson

Co~Chairman

Capital District Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism
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April 26, 1988 o . KODAK MEMO

TO: J. M. Barr
R. E. Miller
FROM: M. J. Donnelly
SUBJECT: Trip Report, Albany, N.Y., April 22, 1988

PURPOSE: Meeting with representatives of General Services
Department (GSA), State of New York, regarding State's
Black Arts and Cultural Festival, July 24, 1988, Empire

State Plaza, Albany, N.Y.

ATTENDEES: Michael J. Donnelly, EKC
Judith H. Burgess, GSA
Deborah J. Mardigan, GSA
Lois Jackson, The Black Arts & Cultural Committee
Ruth Carter, " o

RESULTS: EKC will be part of the 1988 Black Arts and Cultural
Festival. Basically, the festival is a one-day event with
attendance in excess of 50-60,000, It is a celebration of
cultural diversity of people involving arts, photography,
crafts and three sites for entertainment.

EKC participation will be as follows:

o The "Art of Jazz" exhibit to be displayed from July 19-
until late August, 1988 on the main floor of the Mayor
Erastus Corning Tower Office Complex. Exhibit will open
with a noontime media event July 19, 1988. GSA will
develop a brochure and news releases outlining aspects
of the exhibit. GSA will provide staffing of the
exhibit on the Festival Day, July 24. .

o Photo Information area to be established near the
"children's" area of the Empire Plaza.

o Camera loaner program.

o Four Disney characters to pose for photos against
picture-taking background. Characters to be available
to pose 12:30 - 5:30 p.m. on festival date. Two
characters alternating every 30 minutes.




o Co-sponsorship by EKC with festival's evening concert
featuring jazz artist, Dakota Satan. Other co-sponsor
is Sterling Drug, Inc. of Rensselaer, N.Y.

GSA support will involve the following:

o Responsible for all printed materials {nvolving EKC and
Sterling involvement. A1l copy and layouts to be
approved by EKC prior to distribution.

o Responsible for coordination of media event July 19,
1988 introducing “Art of Jazz" exhibit.

o Responsible for securing a jazz musical group to be part
of July 19 event as well as music supporting exhibit on
festival day, July 24.

*o Provide transportation of Disney characters from Albany,
N.Y. airport to downtown Hilton, transport to Empire
State Plaza and transport to airport morning of July 25.

o Provide security (6 persons) for Disney picture-taking
" area adjacent to photo information area.

o Provide "French" barricades to be utilized with
¢ picture-taking background.

o Responsible for liaison with Walter Foust, Industrial
Relations Manager, Sterling Drug, Inc. regarding concert
co-sponsorship.

o Responsible for 1iaison with festival committee's
chairpersons, Ruth Carter and Lois Jackson. Serve as
interface regarding promotion-publicity. etc. Ms. Carter
and Ms. Jackson represent The Black Arts and Cultural
Committee, an organization based on community
involvement and commitment.

0 Provide inkind services for the festival day totaling
~ approximately $16,000.

NEXT STEPS:

o Mr. Donnelly to brief UniWorld Group, Inc. in regard to
EKC participation.

o Mr. Donnelly to discuss use of Disney characters with
the Walt Disney World Co.
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COMMITTEE OFFICERS

ACTING PRESIDENT
Alvania Hill

TREASURER
Florence Frazier

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Vanessa Haley May 31, 1988

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Louris Jackson

Mr. Merton Simpson

Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheid & Racism
439~A Livingston Avenue -~ 2A
Albany, New York 12206

Dear ESBACF Member:

This letter is to inform you that the next Empire State
Black Arts & Cultural Festival meeting will take place on
June 2, 1988 at 5:30pm in the 0GS Conference Room, 29th Floor
Tower Building.

We would appreciate your attendance at this meeting as we
will try to finalize our plans for the upcoming Fundraiser and
Festival in the month of July.

Please try to attend. .

Sincaijjy,

"

Thank you.

Corresponding Secretary

RN/

¥ow




EMPIRE STATE BLACK ARTS & CULTURAL FESTIVAL

PRESENT

MINUTES
APPROVED

APPOINTMENTS

Minutes

Office of General Services
Conference Room -~ 29th Floor

May 26, 1988

A regular meeting of the Empire State Black Arts &
Cultural Festival, was held on Thursday, May 26,
1988. The meeting was called to order by Ruth
Carter, Vice President, at 5:30 p.m. in the Office
of General Services Conference Room on the 29th
floor of the Corning Tower.

Shirley Bryant, Ruth Carter, Gwendolyn Churchill,
Michael Dygert, Florence Frazier, Alvania Hill,
Louris Jackson, Vallencia Lloyd, Sue Miller,
Dynese Norwood, Rhonda Nwakalor, Diana Ritter,
Meredith Rouse, Merton Simpson and Lloyd Simmons.
These members constitute a gquorum.

There were no Minutes taken at the May 19, 1988

meeting.

The meeting opened with discussion from Judy
Burgess and Kurt Vincent regarding the ESBACF
changing the annual festival into an International
Festival, with the ESBACF overseeing the
activities of the event.

Eastman Kodak Corporation, along with Winthrop
Sterling will be funding the Entertainment for the
1988 Festival. Exhibits will be displayed of the
"Art of Jazz" from July 19 to late August on the
main floor of the Mayor Erastus Corning Tower.
Dakota Statton will be the featured jazz artist.

Judy Burgess asked if members of the ESBACF would

serve as host(ess) for the play at the EGG for a

o

play on Sunday, July 24 after the Festival.

Lloyd Simmons and Diana Ritter were appointed as
Treasurer and Chairperson of the Youth Committee
respectively. Motion was made and approved.

Rhonda Nwakalor was appointed as Corresponding
Secretary, with a salary of $350.00 for ten (10)
months. Motion was made and approved.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
FUNDRAISING Shirley Bryant:
The Fundraiser for the ESBACF will be held on the

Observation Deck of the Corning Tower on Friday, , _ -,
July 22, 1988. Chancellor Thomas Law will be'the
guest speaker for the evening. | i

The menu for the fundraiser will be Hors d'oeuvres
and a cash bar. The tickets will be sold at
$20.00 per person. There were objections to

the amount of the tickets.

Two hundred numbered tickets and 400 announcements
will be made up. The tickets will be distributed
among the members of the ESBACF and the announce-
ments will be distributed around the Capital
District area. There will be a DeeJdJay to play

music.

ENTERTAINMENT Louris Jackson:

Entertainment groups that were suggested were:
*Sechaba, a dance group, Temujin, the Storyteller.

Musical groups suggested were: Stacy Latisaw,
Ray, Goodman & Brown, Force MD, Mikki Howard.

A "Did You Know" booth by Dr. Zwana;
Merton Simpson will coordinate the booth for

Dr. Zwana.

Merton will also send a proposal on the group
Sechaba by Thursday, June 2. The group
will need transportation fees from New York City.

YOUTH Diana Ritter:

Diana was appointed as Chairperson of this
committee on May 26, 1988. Vallencia Lloyd and
Louris Jackson will serve on this committee.

Diana was given information concerning the
Walt Disney characters for Youth entertainmemt

TREASURER Lloyd Simmons:

Lloyd was appointed as Treasurer on May 26, 1988.
He has requested that the information concerning
the treasury be given to him to be brought up-to-

date.

»
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TO: Marge Greenberg
Toward a More Perfect Union
666 Broadway
New York, NY 10003 \\
212/614~6464
Capital District Coalition Against )

FROM: Apartheid & Racism (name of organization) |
RE: Runyon Amicus Brief ' J

1. Our organization has agreed to sign on to the amicus brief
described in the enclosed cover letter.

YES NO
if yes,

a. our name should appear as follows:

CAPITAL DISTRICT COALITION AGAINST APARTHEID AND
%

b. our statement of interest is attached (see enclosed

samples)
c. the contacts for our organization for this brief ﬂﬁﬁﬁ |
name: Anita Thayer or Mark S. Mishler phona=462"5753
1 Columbia Place
if no, Albany, NY 12207
a. we are considering signing, but need more time. We can

make a decision by (date) .

b. The following person from our organization will be
responsible for coordination:

name: phone:
address: AR T  R el SCrBY AE AL S

c. We need more information; the person listed above will
contact you.
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AMICUS STATEMENT OF INTEREST
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CAPITAL DISTRICT COALITION AGAINST APARTHEID AND RACISM
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THE CAPITAL DISTRICT COALITION AGAINST APARTHEID AND RACISM
(Albany, New York) was formed 1n 1981 to organize opposition to
a planned visit to Albany, New York of a rugby team from the
Republic of South Africa. The COALITION consi1sts of represen-
tatives of more than a dozen organizations, including local
affiliates of the NAACP,; the National Lawyers Gui1ld, Black
Social Workers, YWCA and several local organizationa. The
COALITION 18 an activist grass rodots organitzation dedicated to
ending United States complicity with the apartheid government of
South Africa, supporting the liberation movement i1n South Africa
and Namibia, and eradicating racism 1n the United States.
Towards thegse ends, the COALITION has presented sducational
forums, has lobbied in the New York State Legislature and the
United States Congress and has organized demonstrations and
petition campaigns. Since May, 1986 the COALITION has also
participated 3as a member organization of the City of Albany's
Community/Police Relations Board.

The COALITION believes that progress towards esradicating
racism depends, in part, on the existence of a clear mandate
from the United States Supreme Court that civil righte of
minorities are protected and that victims of racism have
effective lsgal avenues of redreas. The COALITION 18 concerned
that 1f the Court's decision in Runyan v, McCrary., 427 U.S. 160

(1976), 18 overturned, 1t will create substantial obstacles for

=5




victims of discrimination and will provide an impetus to those
who would like to see a return to the blatant and pervasive
racism of the period before this Court's unanimous and historic
decision in Brown v. Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954),
which signaled the end of the legal system s complicity in

racial discrimination. We urge this Court to re-affirm the

holding of Runyan v. McCrary, 427 U S 160 (1976)

O M s e G R amm e W MR s e

oy

o g,




TR ATTATIR

RESOLUTION FROM THE ANTI-RACISM COMMITTEE

e e B

WHEREAS, 42 U.8.C. Sectiuon 1381 and other post-=Civil War 0. wvil
Rights statutes have provided ninorities an importarnt legal ool
for combatting private racial discrimination and racial craal e e
and,

e T h 9% e U i X e = J
& Ve Al frad Maver and

WHEREAS, the Supreme CTourt®s rulings in Joun

Hi

Bunyan v, Mctrary properly established that these Civil Rights

statutes were passed pursuant to Congresse’s ability under the

Thirteenth Amendment to determine and eradicate the badyes and

indicia of slavery; and,

WHEREAS, the current Supreme Court on its cwn motion, by a 5 =~ #

vote 1ndicated its intention to reconaider 1 5 holdicng in Bunoon

Ye HcCrary that 42 W.B.C. 1281 applies to pri.ate discrimination

as part of its ruling in the racial harrassment case of Patterson

v e 0 _Cr ' Lony and,

WHEREAS, it appears that the current majority of the Court, by
refusing to grant any extensions in briafing and arqument is
attempting to reach a decision before mass cpposition to the
Court’s action may be mobilized; and,

WHEREAS, since Bunyen the illegality of private racial
discrimination has ben unguestioned and has belome parbt o the
fabric of our society; and,

WHEREAS, the majority fo the current Supreme Court’s desire 5o
reconsider Funyan on a vefy fast schedule 15 a clear signal that

the Court wants to reverse its prior ruling; and,

WHEREAS, a reversal of BEunyan would not only greatly hinder Civil  %

-~ -
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Rights enforcement, but virtually nullify the effect of the Civil

War Amendments in much the same way that the ruling Sivil Sights

Lasgs «f 1883 buried these amendments until Junes v, Al fred

Mayer .

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Mational Lawyers Guild do whatever it can

to prevent the Court from revers.ng its grior ruling in Funysan v,

MeGrary thraough at least the following actions: ’

1. Filing an amicus brief, along with the Center for
Constitutional Rights, the National Conference of Black Lawyers,
the National Rainbow Coalition and other wrganizations, opposing
reversal and soliciting other wrganizations to join our brief;

2. Increasing wur own awareness of Lhe lireat the reversal
holds through having wer bshops at all the Fo,ional Meetings and
articles in national, regional and local papers;

3. Working on a local and national basis with other
srganizations and media to promote general awareness of these
issues and to increase vpposition to reversal of Buniyon inclading
working with organizations that comprised She anti-Bork aetwer’
nationally and locally;

4. Sponsoring and crganizing public conferences and forums,
in conjunction with progressive minority and women's
organizaticns at law <. hools throughout the country to address

¥ -

the digsues in the Jour bz decision o review and,

J. Working with all groups te support mass action and mass
prutest aimed at preventing the Court from reversing its decision

it
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IMPLEMENTATION: NEC and Anti-Racism Committee and the Law
Students in Action (LSIA) are charged with responsibility to

implement this resclution,

......




Letters to the Editor =

Oust S. Africans From Tennis Tourney

Editor, Gazette:

We are writing as a follow-up to reso-
lution 87-164 unanimously by
City Council and a b,
Mayor Karen Johnson on July 14, 1987
That resolution stated that l’ho fuyor
and the Council of the City of Schenecta-

dy wj«!d:
Jze every effort to communicate
to the sponsors, Nabisco, OTB, the Men's

International Professonal Tennis Coun-
cil, and the Women's Tennis Association
the outrage which this community feels
about the system of apartheid and the
violence which is done daily to the black
majority in South Africa, with the goal
of stopping South African participation
in future tournaments.”

To date, we have not received any
communications indicating that the
mayor made or attempted to make con-

o~ . - ‘."-—n‘ld\ T‘un-p n‘-"- hﬂﬂl‘\ﬂﬂ

tact with any of the three aforemen-
tioned parties. If she bas contacted any,
we are anxious to hear their response to
the city's expression of our outrage to-
ward apartheid and our goal of stopping
South African participation in future
tournaments.

The state of emer is still in
effect In South Africa. In fact, since last
year, the situation in South Africa has
grown considerably worse. The recent
closing of newspapers and added press
restrictions, as well as the continued
repression and murder of its citizens
and the recent banning of 17 ‘nu-.p‘tlt:
heid organizations, emphasizes
fact that the South Afvﬂm system of
government is inconsistent with demo-
cratic values. Accordingly, South Africa
must be isolated and denied any norma-
lized relations with America, particu-
lna}v the Capital District.

e know that if we unite as a commu-
nity, we can make a difference and con-
tribute to a better world for everyone.
We are confident that the mayor and the
council will follow up last year’s actions
and finally remove the shadow that
South African participation has cast
over the Schenectady OTB/Nabisco
Grand Prix Tennis Tournament,

VERA MICHAELSON
JOSEPH ALLEN

Schenectady
(Vera Michaelson is with the Capital
District Coalition Against Apartheid
and Racism. Joseph Allen is with the
Schenectady Chapter of the Nation-
al Association for the Advancement
of Colored People.)
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"YWCA to fete

10 area women

By Patrick Kurp

Stat! writer

Eileen Kawola looks at the kids she
teaches in Arbor Hill and sees them as
the brothers and sisters of South
Africa's black masses, victimized by
apartheid.

Besides skin color and the oppres-
Sion it inspires, they share a dream of
liberation, Kawola believes. But fulfill-
ment is a long way off.

“The system has failed the kids 1|
teach. The streets are becoming much
more seductive. | don't feel
Just as people in South Africa don’t
seem to feel hopeful for a quick
solution,” said Kawola, one 10
women to be honored in the Albany
YWCA'’s ninth-annual Tribute to Wom-
en.

For 13 years Kawola has taught
social studies at the Albany Street
Academy, where all the teachers are
white and all but one of the students
are black. She was outraged in 1981
when a South African rugby team was
permitted to play at Bleeker Stadium
in Albany.

Out of anger she helped organize the
Capital District Coalition Against
Apartheid and Racism, and today
Serves oo its steering committee and
edits its moothly newsletter.

out of the classroom, stressing social
skills as well as academic learning.”

A dinner honoring Kawola and the
other women will be at &3 p.m.
Friday in the convention center at the
Empire State Plaza. At the same time,
the Albany YWCA will celebrate its
100th anniversary.

The keynote speaker will be Rita
Moniz, vice president of the national
YWCA. Call 438-6608 for information.

The other honorees are:

® Eleanor Billmyer, member of the
Albany County Legislature since 1980,

® Sandra Camacho, affirmative
action officer for the state Energy
Office and Energy Research and

. #
o -

Development Authority, and former
Centro Civico Hispanoamerican board
member.

® Sister Noel M. Cronin, retired
professor at the College of Saint Rose.
who taught mathematics for #4 years;
founded Growth and Progress, a sum-
mer arts program for inner-city chil-
dren, in 1967,

® Milagro “Millie” Delgado, admis-
sions officer for the Capital District
Educational Opportunity Center.

.Du'othyﬂob«u&llum.a

and
Ionnerplwofmapiml}h-
tnct chapter of the Women's Bar
Association of New York State. She
of

|

YWCA, and 2 mem
Community Service Agency board.

and family m practitioner.

Masons observing

125th anniversary

mmmuwgem 331 Free
mmepuumnnum-
ingthmthmmrydlnm

man Faulknor or Moran know how
many will anndfronthﬂrldp.

All Correspondence should be direct.
ed (o the Lodge, Main Street, Fulton-
ville, N.Y. 12072,
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The View From Here

By Carl Strock
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SOUTH
AFRICA

1976 - 1988
THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES

SOWEITO DAY
-JUNE 1=

WE MOURN FOR THOSE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO DIED FOR FREEDOM
WE CELEBRATE THOSE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO LIVE AND FIGHT FOR FREEDOM IN
SOUTH AFRICA & THE USA

THURS JUNE 16 - 7.00 PM

ARBOR HILL COMMUNITY CENTER

This program will start on time - doors will open at ©.30 pm

USA -

PROGRAM - . . SPONSORS: Black Power Committee
,; M1 JE-?IC CJP;' RESISTANCE Coalition Against Apartheid & Racism

AETD Y i New York African American Institute
- POETRY OF STRUGGLE Council of Community Services

- DANCE OF DEFIANCE Malcolm X Study Network
j- SPEAKER - A SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENT SABOSA, Albany NAACP
3 | Blacks in Government
PRUJ[H ]F IH[ Black Social Workers' Association

SOCIAL JUSTICE CENTER
LABOR DONATED
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Capital District Coalition

Against Apartheid NON-PROFIT ORG.
and Racism U.S. POSTAGE
A Project of the Social Justice Center PAID ’
33 Central Avenue Pe;gn Nm 209
Albany, New York 1227 oE 1,
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JUNE 16,1988

SEE OTHER SIDE FOR DETAILS

On June 16, 1988 at the Arbor Hill Community Center in Albany,N.Y., there

will be a very special program remembering Soweto. This program is part of
the follow-up series of the Critical Black IssuesConference held in Feb., '88.

IMPORTANT SUMMER PLANNING MEETING

Thursday, June 23, 1988 at 7:30 p.m. at the Urban League
corner of Livingston and Ten Broeck, Albany, N.Y.

SPORTS BOYCOTT - The OTB Tennis Tournament is returning to Schenectady in
July. Last year we protested the appearance of South
African players on the tour - this year we plan to work
with the Schenectady NAACP again to make clear that we
cannot tolerate sports boycott violators in our community.
Strategy and planning will be discussed.

CULTURAL BOYCOTT - HERE COMES RAY AGAIN - In August, Ray Charles, the most
flagrant cultural boycott violator, will return to this
area. We need to let him know that there i1s no respect
for those who collaborate with the racist regime. When
he appears at SPAC, we need to sing loudly and clearly:
"hit the road Ray!"

FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSION ON RACIAL VIOLENCE AND POLICE ABUSE -update on current
campaigns.

Capital District Coalition
Against Apartheld
_And Racism




e e e e e g e e e e R S b e 5

International News

JUNE (988 THE SCENE  PAGE 1)

Local Soweto observance planned

By Sean Lewis

On June 16, 1976, in Soweto, a
jownship in South Africa, the dam broke.
Al 1he tension that had been building up
fur months and even years before that,
just crupted. Kids poured out of thewr
classrooms and out of their schools i
ihesr hundreds of thousands, proclaiming
the schonl to be the ol of the oppressor,
sod proclatmng thew right as humans to
make thewr lives, and their schooling
meantogful o themseives.

1 was that day wn South Afnca, that
thirtgen year-old Hector Petersen was
fatally shot i the back by the South
African police. Then, for the world, the
1976 unrest started, For South Africans,
i was oot unrest, it was a revolt, and &t
had vtarted a long ume before

For months, even years before that
fatetyl date "0 had been discuised
openty. in classrooms where open discus-
sion was atlowed, 1 playgrounds, school
toilets, i homes, buses, everywhere And,
where such open discussion was not
allowed, "0" was discussed secretly,
always aware of the danger of bewng
overheard and punished.

This """ was a growing dissatisfaction
that came 1o be feit, especially by high
school children throughout the country
There was this fecling thar what we were
being dished out in the whools was
nfenior, was trash, warthy of no respect
and deserving only the treatment of being
discarded n the downtrodden gutters,
home of ail waste matter This resulted
in the adoption of the term, “Ciutter
Education”, 1o describe the slop they were
dishing out 10 students in the schools
Along with this was also a rapwdly and
intensely growing resentment of “Whate
Only” signs and parks and beaches,
cinemas and restaurants, trans and
busses. otc A generation of Black students
who had been laught 1o respect, defer ©
svoid whites, began to hate whites and

wish for thes destruction. They seemed

to benefit wherever and whenever Blacks
suffered

This crystalfized i the students i
South Western Townships in Johannes-
burg. or Soweio, as it 1s commonly called,
rejecting the Africans’ language as 2
medium of instruction 1 the schools. Not
only was o often a language that the
students did not know o want to Know,
it was also a symbol of the Afrikaners,
the mast hateful and oppressive sector of
the white population. And it was rejected
for these reasons. Students n Sowelo,
peacetully decided 10 boycott classes
They went to theyr schools each day, but
refused 1o attend classes, beld meetings
al thewr schools, and jont meetings with
other schools around. Their demands
were simple and clear « they were no
longer accephing Afrikaans as 4 medium
of instruction in the schools,

However, their meetings and jom
meelngs were very productive. Students
staried articulating dissatislaction at the
education system as & whole, and wit-
mately at the entire system of Aparthesd
- of racist oppression and eaplonation
And thas anticulation of demands spread
aithough at the stage the boycott Bt not

Then, in usual fascist fashion, the South
Afncan police shot Hector Petersen in the
back, and killed him.

For students throughout the country,
that was the last straw Black sehools all
over the country came out on boycort in
solidanty with the siruggle of the Sowelo
students. This solidanity boaycort was
transtormed into a national boycout of

"gutter decision.”

The police responded m usual fascist
fashion: ramming peacefully demonsirat-
ing students with armoured trucks, baton
charges and tear gas, bullets and death
and detention. The students refused o st
back passively. and many fought back
with sticks and stones and later, petrol
bombs, against trained not pohiceman
with guns in armoured trucks.

The students were bitter, and many died
in the months of revolt that ensued
Patents were being confronted by thewr
kids, asking them why they had not fought
before and were not fighting then, and
many were determined 1o see the struggle
through to its bitter end. Victory or death.

Many stll are that determined They
have however leamed through the strug-
gles of 1976 and 1977, of 1980 nght up
to the present, that students cannot
achieve victory on thew own.

in the period between 1977 and 1980,
young people established youth orgam-
rations, jmned or extablished civic
organuations, created forums where they
could address the issues of thewr parents,
the workers, and relate them 1o their
FRsty.

Thusy, the 1980 revolt saw an arganized
and uned front of stedents, teachers,
parents. workers taking on the might of
the South African police, the South
Atncan Defence Foree, the South Afrcan
government backed by western, espe-
crally US unperialists. The 1980's saw
a defenceless but united front buslding and
strengtheming a Liberation, until in 1988,
there existed such liberatory giants as the
Cangress of South Afncan Trade Unions
(COSATUL the United Democratic Fron(
(UDF), the South Alfrican National
Students Congress (SANSCO), the South
Afncan Youth Congress (SAYCO) and
many others.

The liberation movement refused to be
crushed despite living under virtual
martial law for three years, the townships
having been occupied by the South
African Defence Force (SADF). The
SADF was now waging # lerrorist
campaign against the ANC which oper-
ated from vutside the country, as well as
agamnst the non-violent liberation move-
ment msude the country. The movement
refused to be crushed The movement
grew stronger, and the ties between the
external and imternal struggle grew
slmngﬂ

This desperate sitwation, for the ileg-
imate South African government, that
iy, led w the banning of seventeen
orgamzations of March 24

June 16, 1976 15 thus an important day
in the struggle for democracy, in South
Africa, as weil as the rest of the world,
because the struggle for democracy,
anywhere, tn an ternational struggle.
That is why we must commemorate June
16 . Soweto Day We mowrn the deaths
of those who have falien in the siruggle
for liberation from oppression and
explonation and we celebrate those who
live and fight against seemingly Bopeless
odds for an mevitable victory, because
VICLOrY §5 Cenan

Ler us hasten the amval of that day
of victory Let us isolate and undermine
the Aparthewd South African government
totatly. The Cranston Dellums sanciions
bill 13 10 go before congress and the senate
withien June Let us expedde the passage
of that bdl by applying pressure on our
congressmen and senators to pass it, and
even remaove the weakening amendments,
And let us marenally suppornt the internal
and external iberation movement, and in

our work be guided by the wishes ol the
South African people and not by the
machinanons of abstract academic minds,

The most fising commemoration of
June 16 - Soweto Day, 15 the advancement
of the itheranon struggle of Black South
Africans.

The Capual Distrnct Coalivon Agamst
Apartheid and Racoim, in conjunction
with the Crnitteal Black Issues Conference,
5 inviting the commumty (o attend a

commemoranion of Sowero Day on
Thursday. June 16, (088 at 730 pm . at
Arbar Hill Community Center.

ft will include an evemng of South
African culiure - music of resistance,
poetry of struggle, and dance of deflance.
A South African student will also speak
about the continuing struggle in Southern
African and s the United State.

For more information, please call 46 3.
0562,

By Godfrey Smith

Less than two years ago the people of
Trinwdad and Tobago voted for a new
coalition party called the Nauonal
Alhance for Reconstruction (NAR) w
adminisier the government,

At the time the coalition which con-
ststed of four political parties appeared
to be & true presentation of the country's
multi-ethaie society. it had Black, white.
and East ladian members, and also greal
ieas on how 1o attack Trimdad's prob-
lems of a decliung economy, racial
indifferences, declimng ol revenue, and
a slow growth tounst industry.

Tridadians felt that after years of
unbroken People’'s Natonal Movement
(PNM} rule 1t was was time for a change
of government. However, things have not
worked out as planned. Since the begin-
ning of tus year the party has been
plagued by inefficiency, and blatant cold
silent treatment among cabinet members.

Last month Black Prime Minister
AN R Robinson with the approval of the
party council was forced 10 fire and
suspend five dissident membaers. All five
are either East Indians or white and that
has fueied charges of racism and corrup-
ton. Former deputy panty leader Basdeo
Panday was n New York last month
pleading for support from Traidadians
nationals o help oust Prime Mimster
Robinson from power. The audience of
mostly East indians and very few Blacks
Jistened with much concern about the
dismal state of affars m thew native
coumry

Whale all this 15 happeming new oppa-
sition leader Patrick Manming of the PNM
is huving a field day \rying o drum up
support from old party faithfuls at home
and abroad. Manming s hoping that the
NAR problems will help to return his
PNM party 1o power. The next clectuon
1 soheduled for 1990 or possibly sooner
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The opposition leader figures he stands
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Cabinet ministers fired
from Tinidad’s government

a goodd change to be Toimdad's next Prime
Minister if he can successfully implement
his massive restructuning goals for the
party. The NAR had won the lsst election
by a landshide and left the 198186 PNM
cabinet without seats in Parliament.

The tate Dr. Enc Williams, father of
Trimidad and Tobago independence, and
the man who brought racial unity,
economic prospenity, and political stabil-
ity 10 that country must be “turming in
his grave.”" Up to two years ago Trmdad
ared Tobago was the most credit worthy
country in Latin Amenca and the Canb-
bean. The twin-ishand republic which had
the highest credit rating the Hemusphere
has now fallen into second place behind
Columbia. That information, sccording o
Insututional Invesior, an orgamzation that
provides international credit ratings on
countries, and is based on ratings provided
by international banks.

At the ume of writing both pohitcal
fractions are hoping for some kind of
reconciliation in the interest of Trinidad's
national umity. The growing complaints
about AN R Robason’s style of leader-
ship will also have 1o be addressed. The
eventual reinstatement of Basdeo Panday
10 the Cabinet might bu necessary (o truly
reflect the pohitical realives and expec-
tations of the couniry, Some political
analysts are however predicting a possible
breakaway of at least one arm of the NAR
party grouping for the next election.

Trmdad's curent pohtcal situation
does haghlight some of the problems that
could pucur when a coalition formed from
parties with strong leadership personal-
ities decide oot W agree on policies
Certainly, 8 very umque and interesting
political situation that 1§ uncoMMOoN in
Canbbean wuland politics,
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thal is e Soundation m' our thinking, beliefs, percep-
tions and values.

Afrocentric Axiology - a value system that serves as
the foundation for what we believe and are willing to

struggle for,

Vit gy - emphasizes our collective
xdantity, collecnve struggle and collective destiny.

Afrocentric Epistemology - stresses the importance of
understanding our history, heritage and culture to
acquire theknowledge we need to develop our fullest
potential as a people and achieve liberation.

WEUSI - a theory for the development of a collective
Black mind.

Recommended Books

Afrocentricity: Theory of Social Change:
Molefi Asante

Introduction to Black Studies: Maulana Karenga

Kwanza: Origin, Concepis, Practice:
Maulana Karenga

From Plan to Planet: Haki Madubuti

Redemption of Africa and Black Religion:
St. Clair Drake

Destruction of Black Civilization:
Chancellor Williams

Biack Women in Antiquity,:
Ivan Van Sertima
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"Securing the Future”

Follow-up Session
Thursday, yune 161988
7:00 p.m.

Arbor Hill Community Center
50 North Lark Street
Albany, New York
463-1516

For details call: 463-4654




""We come together with an understanding that
Afrocentricity liberates us not only from the
bondage of Eurocentric ideology, but that it liber-
ates us to be in touch with our 'utlimate reality, to
work for the unity of our community by re-
igniting the victorious consciousness of our an-
cestors.” We come together with the recognition
that the progress of the African American commu-
nity depends on the strength and vitality of each
one of us. Individual progress is empty unless it
helps the entire community move forward. We
come together with the recognition that our ulti-
mate progress depends on how adequately each
member of a household/organization in every one
of our communities and how each community ex-
amines and exercises options for significant and
purposeful change. We come together with the
understanding that it is not enough to share data,
it is not enough to point to problems or progress,
unless these lead us to active involvement in
building solutions, unless they direct us to learn-
ing experiences, unless they challenge our leader-
ship potential, unless they lead us to a pro-active
agenda, unless they tap our many strengths.”

SPONSORS

New York African American Institute
Council of Community Services
Malcolm X Study Network
SABOSA
Coalition Against Apartheid
Albany NAACP
Blacks in Government
Black Social Workers' Association
Black Power Committee

Topic: Youth -~ The Instruments of Change:;
The Conscience of a Nation

Format: presentation and discussion

June 16, or Soweto Day, as it is
more commonly known in the United
States of America, is not just a day
of mourning for those shot and killed
by the police in the student revolt
in South Africa in 1976, It also
symbolizes the awakening of an
entire generation of young militants
to the stark realities of a vicious
system of racist oppression and
exploitation. It symbolizes the
young militants'total rejection of
that system, and even more
importantly, their part of the
responsibility to actively change
the systenm,

This responsibility, since
1976, has never been passive. It
has manifested itself in the
building of organizations, the
support of labor struggles,
community struggles, etc. In fact
striking workers of 1986 said: "We
are the youth of the 1976!" For
this reason, Soweto Day, should be
a model for youth all over the workd
whose experience of life is one of
oppression and exploitation.

READ:
Marable, Manning: 'African and Caribbean
Politics'
Mandela, Winnie: 'Part of my soul went
with him'

Nergue, Dumba: 'Run for your life'
Munslow, Barry (Ed.): 'Samora Machel ~~ An
African Revolutionary'

A DY A% D R I SN SN0 RN TR U A O W0 S AT NN 3 20 00 WE MR N IN AT DR 2T 00 S S N5 A U0 B 5 U IR RT MG AN or

JOIN A STUDY CIRCLE -~ CALL 463~4654

* Afrocentricity
* Ancient Civilizations
* Rites of Passage

NGUZO SABA

Value Meaning

Umoja Unity

Kujichaqulia Self-determination

Ujima Collective work
and responsibility

Ujamaa Cooperative
economics

Nia Purpose

Kuumba Creativity
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