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OFFICERS OF THE PRISON ASSOCIATION OF NEW-YORK FOR 
1850. 

President. 

HON. WILLIAM T. McCOUN, 

Justice of Supreme Court. 
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ABRAHAM VAN NEST, Esq., 
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WON, BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, 

HON. JOHN W. EDMONDS, _ 

‘Justice Supreme Court. 

HON. JOHN DUER, L. L. D., 

Judge Superior Court. 

Treasurer. 

WILLIAM CHAUNCEY, Esgq., 

Merchant. 

Recording Secretary. 

THOMAS GALLAUDET, 

Prof. Deaf and Dumb Institute. 
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JOHN D. RUSS, M. D. 
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Chairman,—JOHN W. EDMONDS. 
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Detention Committee. 

JOHN H. KEYSER, 

JOHN BIGELOW, 

GEORGE E. BAKER, 

F. ELLSWORTH 
MA‘THER, 

wmM.c. GILLMAN. 

JOSEPH McKEEN, 

WILLIAM ©. RUSSEL, 

ABNER BENEDICT, 

JOHN HOPPER, e 

WM. WALN DRINKER, 

Dr. THEODORE 
A. TELLKAMPF, 

Prison Discipline Committee. 

WILLIS HALL, 

JOHN 8. GOULD, 

Pp. 8. VAN RENSSELAER; 

SAMUEL A. CRAPO, 

p. M. WETMORE. 

JOHN DUER 
BENJAMIN ¥. BUTLER, 

RENSSELAER N. HAVENS, 

JOHN D. RUSS, M.D. 

JOHN H. GRISCOM, M. D.; 

Discharged Convict Committee. 

WILLIAM C. ROGERS, 

JOHN W.C. LEVERIDGE; 

LYMAN COBB, 

BENJI. B. ATTERBURY, 

JACOB VAN NOSTRAND, 

Issac LEWIS PEET, 

CHARLES PARTRIDGE. 

ISAAC T. HOPPER, 

EDGAR HICKS, 
JAMES 5S. GIBBONS, 

RICHARD REED, 

THOMAS GALLAUDET; 
JAMES H. TITUS, 
BENJAMIN ELLIS, 

BENJAMIN FLANDERS,     
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CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 

4. DE TOCQUEVILLE, 
G. DE BEAU MONT, Laremores dle b Academie Francaise, Paris. 
M. CH. LUCA 
M. DEMETZ, nombre du Conseil General du Departement du Siene-et-Oise, ete., 

ar 
M. G. BLOUET, Architect du Gouyernment., 

a8: cone Esq., { Inspectors of Prisons of Great Britain 

EDWIN CHADWICK , Esq., eondon. 
J. MITTERM ATER, Professor of Law at Heidelberg. 

Dr. nt H. JULIUS, Berlin. 
—— HIifzic, Chancellor of State of Prussia, Berlin 
Dr. VERDEILL, Member of the Great Council, Vice President of 

THcalth, at Lausanne, Switzerland. 
COUNT PETITTI DI FORETO, Turin, Italy. 
Dr. GOSSK, Geneva, Switzerland, 
JACOB POST, Esq., ndon. 
Rev. L. DWIGHT, Soneteey of Prison Discipline Society. 
Dr. FRANCIS LIEBER, Professor of History and Belles Lettres. 
wM. 4KE, Esq., Philadelphia 
M. MOREAU CHRIS’ TOPHE, Chevalier of the Legion of Honor, France. 
Dr. VARRENTRAP, Germany. 
Ss. G. HOWE, M. D., Bosto: 
Miss D. L. DIX, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Mrs E. W. FARNHAM 
JOHN GRISCOM, L. D,, New Jers 
Prof. NATHAN avin, Copenhagen, “Henmark. 
CHARLES SUMNER, Esq., Bos 
Prof. J. TRLL KAMP. Berlin, Prussia. 
JOHN ta VIL ND. Prison Architect, Philadeiphia. 
GEORGE SUMNER, Esq., Boston. 

the Council of 

N. 8B. The Physician and Warden or Kecper of each Penitentiary are, es ollicio, 
Cerresponding Members of the Executive Committee  



      

_ State of New=vork. 
  

No. 198. 

IN ASSEMBLY, APRIL 54, 1850. 

Fifth Annual Report of the New-York Prison Association. 

New-York, April 5, 1850. 

To the Hon. the Speaker, 

Of the House of Assembly of the State of New-York: 

Sm—In compliance with the sixth section of the charter of the 
New-York Prison Association, I herewith transmit the Fifth Report 
of said Association, and request that you will present the same. in 
behalf of the Association to that body over which you have the 
honor to preside. , 

I am very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

JOHN D. RUSS, 
Cor. Sec’y Prison Association. 

 



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 

Of the Executive Committee of the Prison Association . 
: of New York. 

The opposition which the committee has had to encounter from ~= 
the state prison inspectors, has materially circumscribed its opera- 
tions during the past year ; so that the duty of inspection imposed 
by the Legislature has only been performed in relation to the prisons 
in our own immediate vicinity. 

At the commencement of the late session of the Legislature, the 

inspectors, in their annual report, directed attention to the fact that 
the Prison Association, representel by committee on the 12th of 
July, 1848, claimed the right to enter the prison at Sing Sing un- 
attended by any officer thereof, and take such action as they thought 
proper. The inspectors say they “ understand that free access to 
the prison or any part of the prison premises, and a full access to 

- their books, records, or other papers, with every facility for prosecu- 
ting any enquiries they might desire, was tendered to the committee 
by the warden, but that he declined to surrender, for the time being, 

the whole power of the prison into their hands and permit them to 
proceed wholly unattended by any of its authorities These facilities 
were not satisfactory, and proceedings by mandamus were com- 
menced to enforce the recognition of the extraordinary power thus 
claimed, which are still pending. 

“The Prison Asssociation claims the exercise of this authority 
under the sixth section of its act of incorporation. If this claim 
be valid to the extent preferred, an irresponsible committee of an 

irresponsible society may at any time supercede the authority of the 
prison officers, suspend the jurisdiction of the inspectors of state 
prisons, and take the management of the affairs of the prisons into 
their own hands. It they may do it once a year, they may twice or’ ~" ; 
a dozen times—if they may do it for a day, they may do it for a Ss 
a week or a month.” 
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It seems incumbent upon us to make some effort to disabuse the 
public mind in this regard. 

In making so serious a charge against an institution, fashioned 
and designed to be a co-worker with them in the great field of prison 
labor and reform, it was to have been expected, from the high stand- 
ing and ofhcial character of the inspectors, that they would at least 
have accurately informed themselves of the facts. Unfortunately for 
the inspectors, in their zeal to condemn others, they were little care- 

ful of their own reputation ; and suffered themselves to represent the 
action of this committee in a light entirely different from what is 
true and just. The association has never claimed any power not 
delegated to it by its charter ; which simply confers the same powers 
in relation to state prisons as have been exercised for many years by 
the inspectors of county prisons. The assertion that the association 
demanded for one instant to suspend the government of the prison 
officers in relation to the convicts, or to subvert or suspend the 
ordinary business of the institution, is entirely groundless ; and 
knowing, as they could have known if they had taken the precaution 
to enquire, that such was the case ; it seems unaccountable that they 
should have subjected themselves to the morification of a flat and 
unequivocal contradiction. In the exercise of the powers con- 
ferred upon us by our charter, the committe have, even at great per- 
sonal inconvenience, been so cautious about interfering with the la- 

bor and discijtine of the prison, that they have suspended all special 
and particular examination of the prisoners during the hours of labor, 
unless their visits were otherwise specially arranged by the wardens 
themselves, and have either repaired to their cells at mea} times or 
after the hours of locking up, even to procure those statistics which 
the committee have heretofore collected ; using the hours of labor to 

examine the keepers, the accounts, the conduct of the work shops, 

the provisions, kitchen, and other objects of interest and inquiry. 
Is there in this any subversion of the order or discipline of the 
prison ; any taking of the management of the prison into their own 
hands ? The only appearance of even a momentary suspension of 
authority is while the prisoner, confined in his cell, with all the bolts 
and bars in their places, converses for some two or three minutes 
with a member of the committee. Is this abstracting him from the 
control of the officers? During that very time they can exercise all 
their rights over him as fully and completely as though the committee 
were not there ; and even the time necessary for the examination 
will be in future materially curtailed, since the adoption by the 
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Legislature for use in the prisons of the tables for collecting statistics, 
first presented in our third report. 

We consider this power of persona] examination of prisoners ; 
Separate and apart from their keepers, a material point. Although 
we attach but little value to the uncorroborated testimony of con- victs, we still believe that it will afford a clue, and perhaps in many instances, the only clue, by which abuses can be discovered 
and exposed. We therefore insist on the importance of a personal and private examination of every prisoner ; an examination, to be - 
sure, which in nine cases ont of ten, perhaps, may be commenced 
by the question, Have you anything you wish to communicate to 
the committee? and terminated by the answer, No, nothing. To a neglect of such personal examination, we attribute the frequent failure of legislative committees to discover even abuses which had become So notorious as to call for investigation. |The committee visit the 
prison expecting to have testimony poured in upon them, instead of which they find it difficult even to procure the first item. The war- den and keepers know the prisoners in whom they can confide, and 
whom to send to the committee. The patience of the examiners gradually wears out ; they close their labors and return to the Legis- lature, perhaps, blinded as to the existence of abuses, and seduced 
into general and unmeaning commendation. While, had they adopt- ed the tedious plan of the personal examination of each prisoner in his cell separate and apart from his keeper, in the first instance and corroborated or refuted his testimony by a subsequent examina- 
tion of the officers under oath, as is our custom, their conclusions would have been entirely different. An examination to be thorough must be conducted in this way. 

The only reason why the prison authorities object more to the ex- amination of the Association than to that of a committee of the Le- 
gislature, is because of its thoroughness and completeness. As it is undertaken by persons experienced in the mysteries of the prison- house, they cannot readily be hoodwinked or deceived. An illustra- 
tion of the reliance which can be placed on the reports of men un- 
acquainted with prisons, may be gathered trom an examination of a 
recent presentment of one of our grand juries. They say : “The grand jury having disposed of the cases which have been presented to their consideration, in concluding their labors of the present term of the sessions, deem it their duty to call the attention of the court and of the public authorities, to certain matters of public interest 
which have come under their cognizance. During the present 
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month, the grand jury have taken occasion to visit the institutions 

. at Randall’s Island, Blackwell’s Island, the City Prison in the halls 

/ of justice, and speak in the highest terms of.the manner in which 

these establishments are conducted.” At this very time there were 

scarcely fifty bunks in the City Prison fit for use, and many of the 

prisoners had not even straw to lie upon ; abuses perfectly manifest 

to an intelligent observer, yet unnoticed by the grand jury.* A little 

/ whitewash often covers up a multitude of sins in these institutions. 

The suggestion introduced with such a flourish that discharged 

“eonvicts may become members of the Association, and visit on its 

committees, or that lawyers may seek the position to enable them to 

drive a profitable business in pardons, as it will apply as forcibly, 

and perhaps as pertinently to inspectors as to the members of the 

Association, needs no further comment. But, say the inspectors in 

conclusion, if they are to “have the charge and superintendence of 

State Prisons,” and “ appoint all the officers therein,” as the Con- 

stitution requires, and those officers are to be held responsible for the 

discharge of the duties defined by the act in relation to county and 

State Prisons, it would seem but reasonable that visiting committees 

+ of an irresponsible association should first obtain the permission of the 

inspectors to enter the prison, and so exercise their authority under such 

supervision as they shall determine to be necessary. Such a limitation 

of our powers would be very acceptable to the inspectors, as it would 

add to their importance by placing them on a higher pinnacle, re- 

moving them from observation, and allowing them the enviable dis- 

tinction of being first to communicate to the Legislature their toils 

and sacrifices in the cause of prison discipline, as well as their ne- 

glect of duty or abuse of power. 

But it may be well questioned whether they are a proper deposi- 

tory of such a trust. The natural inference is, that whatever of 

good they may have performed will be extolled beyond its desert ; 

while the wrongs they have permitted, the duties they have neglect- 

ed, and the abuses they have suffered, are reported as the necessary 

adjuncts of discipline, or what is more likely, passed by in silence. 

C In running over the whole series of reports, from the foundation of 

/ our prison system up to the present period, we believe no instance 

* can be furnished in which the Inspectors have ever reported their 

‘s own failure in duty. But can it be supposed that no such exists a 

¢ * The warden of the prison should be exonerated from any blame in this par- 

/ ticular, as it is understood that he had repeatedly brought the subject to the know- 

ledge of the governors. 

    

No. 198.] 1849 13 

What did the first examination of our prisons by this Association de-~ s 
velope? Fraud, peculation and barbarity; charges clearly and distinct- 
ly made in our Fourth Report, (see pages 13 and 14, Assembly Docu-. 
ment No. 243) which have met no denial, and which of themselves 
alone, show the necessity of just such examinations as the law makes 

it our duty, and we claim it our right, to institute. 

But not a word of these matters ever reached the public eye, or 
were even brought to the attention of the Legislature through the 
Inspectors ; and perhaps had it not been for our examinations, would 
have still continued unknown and unredressed. Such are the induce- 
ments to commit excesses of a similar nature, and such under ordi- 
nary circumstances the facilities for their concealment, that previous 
to the examinations of our Committee, they were of frequent occur- 
rence ; and that they still exist, and are the principal cause of the 

opposition to the exercise of the powers conferred in the charter of 
this Association will it is believed, be made apparent by a perusal 
of the following statements, if the testimony on which they have 
been made is considered worthy of credit and consideration. 

1848. April 13, (No. 429 Register No. 1, page 176), sentenced 
for five years for forgery ; discharged 12th inst.; says the Warden 
(Wells) broke his cane over the head of a blackman, for accidental- 
ly letting a file fall which broke ; also says that the cat has been 
applied in several instances. 

April 19, (No. 442 R. No. 1, p. 192,) sentenced for five years 
and four months, for passing counterfeit money. Says Lent struck 
S. Ackerman over the head and cut itg they care nothing for the 
comfort or convenience of the prisoners. 

April 21, (No. 444 R. No. 1, p. 265) ; colored ; sentenced three 
years and four months ; discharged the 16th inst. Says that A. H. 
Wells the warden or his deputy Mr. Lent knocked a man down that 
was put in the bath. 

; August 7,(No. 477 R. No. 1, p. 218), sentenced for two years ; 
discharged 21st Jast month. Says that a prisoner by the name of 
Barney Smith complained of being unwell and left his work to go 
to the Hospital and on the way he met Robert Lent ; they had some 
words when Lent fell upon him and beat him upon the head and oth- 
er parts of his person with his club most unmercifally and then lock- 2 
ed him up in his cell. After he had been in his cell about an hour, * 
Wells the Warden, ordered him taken out; as soon as he stepped out S  
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(of hiscell, Wells seized him by the collar and fell to beating him with 

a club, and continued to beat the man all the way from the kitchen 

to the shower bath. After giving him a bath, Wells sent to the man 

that drives the ox-cart for his whip ; it wasa large hickory stick with 

a cowhide fastened to the end of it, With this whip Wells beat the 

man while naked on his head, hands and shoulders till the blood ran pro- 

fusely from his finger ends ; he wore the whip entirely out, though 

astrong one he shivered it to pieces. Leggett, Webb, and Hale, as~ 

sistant keepers, witnessed the above ; says he saw Lent chase @ man 

from the fileshop to the shower bath, beating hin all the way with 

his cane, and Wells following after. It is quite a common occure 

rence to see both Wells and Lent beating the prisoners with their 

canes or clubs; says the prison is not in as good order as when M. 

. D. Gordon kept it. 

August 19. (No. 480, R. No. 1, p. 255.) Sentenced for two 

years for an attempt to rob; discharged 1ith inst.; fully confirms the 

statements made by all the other persons who have lately been dis- 

charged, respecting the abuses practiced in the prison at Sing Sing; 

he saw Wilson beat as stated by David Hulse ; he says the provis- 

ious are bad, and that the order in the prison is not as good as it 

was when under the administration of M. D, Gordon, and the pris- 

oners are not as well satisfied ; says that Wells, the warden, and the 

under officers often beat the men with their canes ; never saw a 

prisoner attempt to resist a keeper until he was struck and then only 

so far as to defend himself; the prisoners attribute the sickness that 

has been so prevalent in prison to the unwholesome quality of the 

food. 

August 19. (No. 482, R. No. 1, p. 289-) Sentenced for two 

years and six months, for grand larceny; discharged 4th inst.; he 

says that some time in July last, he saw Robert Lent strike a prisoner 

named Barney, over the head and cut him severely; he never saw 

_ any human being treated so brutally ; it was horrible 5 Barney ap- 

& peared to be of weak intellect ; the prison is not in as good order 

+ as it was under H. Eldridge or M. D. Gordon ; the provisions are 

~ not so good by a great deal ; he heard J. B. Lent tell a prisoner to 

get out of the kitchen or he would kick his guts out ; he has seen 

Lent, the keeper of the kitchen, intoxicated. 

August 31. (No. 495, R. No. 2, p. 8.) Sentenced for five years 

for counterfeiting and passing counterfeit coin; discharged by pardon 

22d inst ; he was pardoned in consequence of ill health, which he 

      
. ane of the harsh conduct of Wells and Lent. 

very seve man by the name of Wilson, who was of weak intellect: 
ae rely, as he "was on his way to the bath. He frequently 

sane of e men being beaten and grossly abused. On one occa- 
, Sion, when Mike Wash was passing through the prison, some of the 
E prisoners struck their kids i i  Prisone! against the walls, hoping to take his at- 

\Q4 
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thinks was occasioned by the unwholesome quality of the food which 
he says : oxtremely bad, and has been so for several months ; and 
Bees | oF @ doubt but Ce cause may justly be attributed the 

ity that has been so prevalent in the pri 
have for dinner, rice, b small rove of mex . , bad molasses, bread, and a Il pi 
encrusted with salt, thrown to or in th Sa ee makes gether in the same vessel which mak 
a mess very unpalatable and disgusting ; h y very tal, covecones b g g; he now has the scurvy very 

y the unwholesome quality of th 
den and other kee | Ye tay wertrely with pers often beat the prisoners ver i . y severely with 
their canes for small offences ; Wood thinks that Parkinson died for 
the want of suitable diet and attention. 

September 13. (No. 498, R. No. 2, p. 12.) Sentenced for two 
years, or grand larceny; discharged 9th inst.; she says that the fe- 
mal Prien nes net been as well conducted since it has been in 

charge r rs. carlin, as it was previously ; that she was punished 
nore ur weeks after Mrs. Farlin was the matron, than she was 

e fourteen months that Mrs. Farnham was matron ; she also says 
ft i i hat when the women misbehave Mrs. Farlin complains to the war- 

|} den, and that he co i : | ne, mes to their apartment and’ beats them with his 

8 eptember 15. (No. 499, Reg. No. 2, p. 13.) Sentenced for five 
. years for attempt to commit a burglary; discharged 14th instant. 

He brings with him a letter signed by Richard H. Wood and James 
Willi : . 

illiamson, keepers, in which they state that they “ most cheerfully 

certify to the correct conduet of , late convict, and this day dis- 
é. char; irati , ged by reason of expiration of the term of sentence, and most hearti- 

ly recommend hi ire hi WY secommen im to all who may require his services, as being fully 

(Signed) 

Sept. 14, 1848. 

RICHARD H. WOOD, Keeper. 
JAMES WILLIAMSON, Keeper. 

Thi 
his man confirms the accounts that all the discharged convicts 

He says he saw Lent 

The warden could not distinguish the offenders from the 

Test i j Tes of the prisoners, and to make sure of punishing the guilty indi-  
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viduals, he ordered that all the prisoners should have rice witht 

molasses‘ for their suppers, and dry bread the next morn! B ir 

breakfast. The prisoners are not as well satisfied as of re 

when ‘'M. D. Gordon was keeper. He says, that Me oper 

i onvi ir dische t to call upon 
dvise convicts, on their discharge, nat 

‘Association. One of the keepers told him that we were a set of 

highway robbers. 

September 18. (No. 500, Reg. No. 2, p. 15.) Colored, sn 

tenced for five years for grand larceny; discharged 13th ins n 

says that Wells and Lent frequently Knock the men downs oy ney 

i ma 
oxen. When ordered to the bath, if the men : " 

vlaint or hesitate a moment, they knock them down without cere 

mony. 

September 19. (No. 501, Reg. No. 2 PL 16.) Sentence te ive 

; discharged Sth inst. e confirms tr 

ea Tine cube | i i iz: That the warden is a man of 
that all give who leave Sing-Sing, viz: a man 

i i i lar in his deportment towar 
violent passions, and very Irregu 9 owas he 

i i ri k to them kindly, and a 
risoners; sometimes he will spea 

times without any provocation, in the harshest manner, ane Oren 

strike them with his cane. The other keepers are allowed to coat 

the prisoners with their canes very cruelly. On one oon ae 

ve his bed, and because he dl - 
man was ordered to leave his bed, ; ‘ medi 

i i illiamson went into his room an 
ately obey, being very sick, Wi ‘ 

him with his cane most shamefully. The prisoners have been used bad, 

‘put there has been some improvement in that respect, since e com 

mittee of this Association were refused admittance into the pri 

for the purpose of inspection. 

A convict by the name of Jones, had escaped from the pris 

and was recaptured. He says that after he was a e Y e 

i i ible to escape, Williamson, one 
teen men, so that it was 1mposs! 

o : 

ieeepers, rushed in between the men who surrounded him, and sho 

him, and wounded him severely. 

by the name of Barney, of 
On the 27th day of last June, a man by e 

weak intellect, was beaten by Robert Lent and other keepers, till the 

plood ran out of his mouth and nose. 

September 20. (No. 502, Reg. No. 2, p 18.) Sentenced ae 

ears and ten months for forgery, and discharged 19th inst., sy he 

, rden is very much under the influence of Robert Lent, an i 

wh are very passionate; Wells is very unsteady in his temper al! 

  
  | was called, 

| put her in the outer cell to be punished ; while the warden was beat- 

B49 
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conduct; some times he wil] appear to be very kind, and other times 

he will be very harsh and severe, without any cause whatever; has 
been informed that Lent strikes the prisoners with the knowledge 
and approbation of Wells. The provisions are bad; but of latter 
time there has been some improvement, except the beef, that is still 
bad. Engel] is highly recommended by the warden. 

September 23d. (No. 503, Reg. No. 2, p. 19.) Sentenced for 
three years for perjury ; pardoned and discharged a few days ago. 
He states that the provisions are very bad, and thi.ks that the great 
mortality that has prevailed lately in prison, was occasioned by the 
unwholesome quality of the food ; Wells, when addressing the 
prisoners, told them the provisions that they were supplied with, 
were as good as those supplied from his own table; when at the time 
he said so, they were as bad as he ever knew them to be; Wells 

broke his cane over the head of a deranged or idiotic prisoner ; he 
also struck a man in the face when about putting him in the bath ; 
Lent is the principal keeper ; Wells submits every thing to him, 
relating to the government of the prison ; Wells and Lent often beat 
the prisoners with their canes ; they and some of the other keepers 
often use profane language ; John Leni is a drunkard. 

Sept. 27. (No. 505, Reg. No. 2, p. 25.) Sentenced for three 
years ; says that the keepers are very hard ; there is a great deal of 
showering ; he saw the warden beat a man all the way across the 
yard with his cane ; says one of the prisoners told him that for the 
whip which they use to drive the oxen with and beat a man that was 
crazy with it. 

Oct. 24. (No. 509, Reg. No. 2, p. 30.) Sentenced for three 

years for burglary ; says that Wells the warden is very hard on the 
prisoners, that he has not human feelings. . 

Oci. 9. (No. 512, Reg. No. 2, p. 33.) Sentenced for two years. 
No. 512 and another woman had some difference in the shop, when 
512 gave the other woman a push, for this offence the warden 

who beat her over the head with his cane and 

ing her she cried out “ Mr. Wells, if you are going to kill me, it is 
, lime to begin to pray ;”? a colored woman who did not rise one 
norning as soon as the other prisoners, was spoken to by one of the 
ladies, when she made such a noise in her cell Mr. Wells was sent 

for, who ordered her into the outer cell for punishment ; she made 
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some resistance to going, whereupon Mr. Wells beat her swith be 

cane, which so enraged the woinen that they would have vi rent 

hands upon him if they could have got to him ; they ma a great 

uproar in the yard ; the provisions are not so good as ey vere 

when Mrs. Farnham was matron ; sometimes the meat is so ba 

they cannot eat it at all. 

November 20. (No. 513, Reg. No. 2, p. 34.) Sentenced for 

two years: says that Wells the warden is bad enough; ie not peat 

the complaints of the prisoners; lets the deputies do as they P e es 

seventeen have died of cholera morbus and dysentery 5 no fune' 

service has been performed since Wells came into office. 

December 5. (No. 515, Reg. No. 2, p. 36.) Sentenced a 

fifteen years, for passing counterfeit money; pardoned: | says ' 

there has been very hard usage in the prison since the presse 

warden has been in office; he saw Wells beat a man first wit is 

cane and then with a whip used in driving oxen, till he wore oat 

the lash, and then took the butt end and beat him ull he sivere : 

to pieces ; the blood ran down to the ends of the prisoner's Angers. 

1849, January 18. (No. 521, Reg. No. 2, p. 42.) Sentenced 

for two years: says that Wells the late warden is a man o vie en 

passions; when he is angry he looks very white; never seems to ry 

to control his temper; he shaved the head of one of the Prisoner 

and beat him so that he was unable to work, and afterwards vea 

him because he did not work. 

January 18. (No. 523, Reg. No. 2, p. 44) Sentenced for me 

years: she says that the present matron Mrs. Dewey is very ; 

Mrs. Farnham; treats the prisoners kindly; she was in the ha i ° 

taking them into the chapel on Sunday afternoons and reading . 

them; they also sung hymns, and on week day evenings she tang 

them to spell and read; but Mr. Wells forbid it, and now t ey we 

kept locked up; Mr. Wells beat a colored woman very severe y, 

and cut the hair off of another colored woman; he also struck 4 

white woman over the head several times and cut her hair off. 

March 7. (No. 528, Reg. No. 2, p. 49.) Sentenced for three 

years: says he never was punished, but the warden Ww ells was very 

passionate and cruel; he often struck the prisoners with his canes 

Robert Lent treats the prisoners very harshly ; he knocked a ma 

down and stamped upon him; he often curses and kicks the prisoners. 

  

  
| Ben Leggett and Bob Lent. 

f sorely abused. 
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March 8. (No. 529, Reg. No. 2, p. 50.) Sentenced three years: 
says that he was used well, but has seen others used with cruelty; 
Robert Lent is very rough and harsh; he has seen him beat a man 
with his cane. 

March 8. (No. 530, Reg. No. 2, p. 51.) Sentence three years: 
says that Wells is very severe; he saw him strike John Curtis a 
colored man. 

March 23d. (No. 533, Reg. No. 2, p. 55.) Sentenced for seven 
years and one month for forgery, 2d degree. Says that Wells, the 
late warden, is a man of ungovernable passions ; he has frequently 
seen him strike the prisoners with his cane. On one occasion last 
summer he saw Wells knock a man down by the name of Cusha, a 
Frenchman, and stamp on his breast ; the man was so much hurt 
that he was taken to the Hospital, where he has been ever since. 
Benjamin Deul, late a deputy keeper, who was dismissed sometime 
ago, can give some interesting information ; he lives with his father 

at Sparta, about half a mile below Sing Sing.. Bain saw Wells 
and some of the deputy keepers beat Henry Fields, a prisoner. 
Wells often made use of profane language when speaking to the 
prisoners. 

April 6th. (No. 536, Reg. No. 2, p. 58.) Sentenced for five 
years for assault and battery with intent to commit a rape, dis- 
charged by pardon 2d inst. He says that when Wells was warden 
he treated the prisoners with great cruelty; he has often heard 
them cry murder when Wells has been beating them. Henry Fields 
and Barney Smith were beaten most cruelly ; the latter is from 
Washington county, and is simple or deranged. A man by the 
name of Cusha or Gosha, who was convicted for assault and battery, 
and sentenced for life, was beaten so severely about a year ago that 
he was taken to the Hospital and remained there till about two 
weeks ago; thinks that Cusha will never fully recover from the 
abuse he received on that occasion. About three weeks ago a col-_ 
ored man, for asking for a piece of bread was put in the bath, and 
after he came out he was knocked down several times and stamped 
upon and his head cut so that he bled profusely; he was so injured, 
that he was taken to the Hospital. This abuse was perpetrated by 

Very many of the prisoners were 
There were ninety-nine punhishments during the 

month of March, 1848. He has seen Wells beat a man with his 

fist when the man was laying on his bed sick. He thinks the pre- 

Sent warden much better than Wells.  
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April 30th. (No. 537, Reg. No. 2, p. 60.) Sentenced for three 

years and five months for selling a common wood saw he had _bor- 

rowed; discharged 28th inst. He says that Wells is very passion- 

ate ; he saw acolored man showered for asking for a piece of bread, 

and as soon as he came out of the bath Bob Lent knocked him 

down and jumped upon his breast; he was so severely injured that 

he was unable to rise ; he was carried to the Hospital. Wells stood 

by and saw this cruelty perpetrated ; saw Wells and Lent drive a 

man from the file shop to the bath beating him with their canes all 

the way, first one and then the other ; has frequently seen Wells and 

Lent strike prisoners. Lent has not got human feelings ; he is not 

fit to be a keeper ; he saw Wells strike a prisoner with his fist when 

he was sick onhis bed. No. 538 was sick with the dysentery in the 

Hospital at the time ; this occurred in the summer of 1843. 

May 8. (No. 539, R. No. 2, p. 62.) Sentenced for two years 

and three months for grand larceny; discharged 2d inst.; he says 

that Wells, the late warden, is very passionate ; he has frequently 

seen him strike the prisoners ; Robert Lent often beats the prisoners; 

saw him beat a man by the name of Barney, supposed to be silly or 

deranged, very severely. 

June 11. (No. 543, R. No. 2, p. 66.) Sentenced for three years 

for grand larceny; discharged this morning 5 she says that the dis- 

cipline of the prison is very severe, the women are worked too hard} 

Mrs. Clark, wife of one of the guards, and an assistant keeper, has 

a little daughter who is said to look very like Robert Lent ; one day 

Catharine Logan, in a joke, said to a fellow prisoner, that he must 

be the father of the child, it looked so much like him ; Mrs, Clark 

overheard the conversation and informed Lent of it ; he was greatly 

enraged, and he put a gag in her mouth and straight jacket upon 

her ; he then placed her in a cell and kept her there till next morn- 

ing, without anything to eat ; six women have had their hair shaved 

off since Mrs. Dewey has been the matron; Bridget says Mrs. 

Clark is very cruel; saw both her and Lent beat Catharine Logan. 

June 19. (No. 547, R. No. 2, p. 70.) Sentenced for five years, 
for passing counterfeit money, 2d offence ; discharged 14th inst. ; he 
says that the discipline of the prison under the present warden is 

pretty good with the exception of Bob Lent, whose conduct is often 

very rude, but it is not quite so bad as it was when Wells was war- 

den ; he was very rough ; has often seen him knock the prisoners 

down.   
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June 25, (No. 550, R. No. 2, p. 70.) Sentenced for five years? 
for grand larceny; discharged 17th inst.; he says that while A, H- 
Wells was warden he was very passionate and severe ; Barney Smith 
who Was considered by Dr. Hoffman and Dr. Green, deranged or 
idiotic, and when Mr. Gordon was warden, he was confined in the 
outer ward or lunatic cells, asked Robert Lent for more victuals 
Lent told him to go along and gave him a kick ; Barney picked u ; 
a small stone and threw at him, but it did not strike him, and called 
out, “stop that talk,” and cursed and swore ; this put Lent in a vio- 
lent passion and he flew at Barney and with the assistance of other 
keepers threw him down and jumped upon his breast and head until 
the blood run out of his mouth and nose; Lent fell upon Barney’ 

breast with his knees and beat him with his fist till he was bruised 
ina shameful manner ; Wells came down from the female prison and 
ordered him to be showered ; he was kept in the bath and showered 
till he became stupid ; after he was taken out of the bath Wells 
ordered him to put on his clothes ; he did not obey, but called out 
as was his usual custom, “stop that talk;?? Wells beat him over the 
head with his cane, and then with an ox-whip until he wore it out ; 
he then took the handle and beat him till he shivered it to pieces ; 
Barney was taken to the hospital where his wounds were dressed - 3 
he kas never been well since; he i ; he is reduced to a mere skeleton ; 

Lent has not human feelings. mons 

September 27. (No. 564, R. No. 2, p. 89.) Sentenced for three 
years for forgery; discharged 23d inst.; says that A. H. Wells was 
very passionate, and often beat the prisoners severely; Robert Lent 
is also very hard upon the prisoners; he often beats them; is harsh 
and unfeeling in his language and manners. 

October 1. (No. 565, R. No. 2, p. 91.) Sentenced for two years 

and six months, for forgery 3d degree; discharged 19th August; 
says that A. H. Wells, the former warden, was very passionate and 
often beat the prisoners cruelly. . , 

October 20. (No. 568, R. No. 2, p. 94.) Colored; sentenced 
for five years, for grand larceny; discharged 17th inst.; says that E 
L. Foster is a good keeper, but Wells was very severe; has seen 
Robert Lent beat an insane man in the face with his fists. 

September 21. (No. 563, R. No. 2, p. 88.) Sentenced for four 
years for grand larceny; discharged the 18th inst.; he says that A.  
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H. Wells was very passionate, and sometimes treated the prisoners 
yery harshly. 

December 12. (No. 575, R. No. 2, p. 99.) Colored; sentenced 

for five years for burglary; he says, about three weeks before his 
time was out he weut into the kitchen and asked Mr. Babcock for a 
piece of bread; he shoved the basket containing the bread towards 
me; I took a piece, and leaned over and took a piece of meat out 
of another basket; he told me to put it down, and I did so, when 

he gave me a push; I told him that he was the first man that had 
given me a push since I had been in prison; this made him angry; 
and he struck me with his cane several times. 

We would not have presented these ex parte statements, if we had 
been permitted to examine the prisons as is our duty. It would 
have been much more agreeable to us to have tested their truth, and 
presented only such facts as were confirmed by adverse and indepen- 
dent testimony. But the contumacy of the inspectors has prevented 
us from thus investigating them, and although these charges rest on 
the simple authority of discharged convicts, yet the train of circum- 
stances is so strong and so completely corroborated by the concurrent 
testimony of so many, discharged at different times and at long in- 
tervals from each other, that we feel it a duty to present them to 
the Legislature, that they may undertake, if they deem it expedient, 
that examination which we have been unsuccessfully striving for two 
years to obtain. Most of these statements were made to us last 
year, and we should have presented them in our fourth report, had 
we not feared on the one hand to excite an unjust feeling in the 
community, and hoped on the other to have been enabled by this 
time to have spoken after full investigation. This prospect, how- 
ever, seems to recede as we approach it, and lest further cruelties 
and injustice should be inflicted, we have felt it a reluctant duty to 
present the reports which we have received, for the information and 
government of those most concerned. Should these statements be 
thought of sufficient consequence to authorise an examination, they 
will afford useful hints on which to base enquiries, 

The Association were unprepared and surprised to meet such early 
and determined opposition from the inspectors. We had hoped and 
expected that none but the most agreeable relations would have ex- 
isted between us. Engaged in similar pursuits, we should have lent 
freely from our limited experience, and in return expected to borrow 
largely from theirs. The pride of official station, jealousy of power,   
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or the fear of reproach, has induced them to tum a deaf ear to all our claims and requests, especially in relation to the 
Sing. It is due to the late warden at Clinton, 
readiness to permit the official visits of our com 
der them all necessary facilities for a 
cution of their duties. 

prison at Sing 

to acknowledge hig 
mittees, and to ren- 

prompt and satisfactory exe- 

FINANCES, 
The finance committee reports, as receipts during the past year, 

the sum of $1,922.04. Balance on hand the i : preceding year, $170.- 14. Making a total of $2,092.18, & yea § 

Of which were expended— 
For discharged convicts, rent of office, &c., 
For printing report and stationery, 
For financial agent, 

$1,978 72 
113 46 

$2,092 18 
—_—_—= 

In presenting our objects to the benevolent, we have to encounter many embarrassments. The reclamation of the abandoned has hith- erto been considered so hopeless an undertaking, that it is difficult to convince a large class that it is even possible; whilst to others the distorted lineaments of vice are so revolting that even a solitary aberration from the paths of virtue throws the poor culprit without the pale of mercy, and forever bars the door of hope. Such cannot consent to imbue their hands with the slime and filth of society, for So uncertain a purpose. To all snch we would say, that our objects are not solely to reclaim the guilty, but to protect the innocent and see that justice is rendered to those on whom suspicion rests. These objects are appropriately referred to. 

Tue Committee on Derentions, which is charged with the examt- nation of all cases of commit n ; ment to our city prisons, incidentally involving not only the manner Of arrest, but the proceedings before the police magistrate. In the exercise of this department of our duty, we are frequently called upon to administer a rebuke to offi- cials which, while acting for the protection of the accused, unfortu-  
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nately reacts to embarrass the operations of the Association. On 

‘, position is such that we must be constantly at war with abuses 3 an 

> such a strife cannot be vontinued without some damage to either side, 

"Thus it is, that of all benevolent enterprises, this is that which has 

had and will bave to encounter the most unrelenting, persevering 

opposition. Within the last year we have often come thus in contact 

with official power ; and as often perhaps excited resistance to the 

powers conferred upon us by our charter. To such an extent is ths 

. opposition carried by interested parties, that it is only through t ‘ 

most careful and guarded discharge of our duties that we are suffere¢ 

- to exist. So determined and unrelenting bas been the opposition we 

have encountered, that it has even dared to suborn witnesses to com- 

pass our destruction. No longer ago than the past winter a false 

affidavit was lodged with the committee on prisons of the House of 

' Assembly, for the purpose of forcing a repeal of our charter. We 

have, however, gone on cautiously but fearlessly exposing, as far as 

in us laid, such abuses as became apparent to us. The utter inat- 

tention of the committee of the House to these developments, to 

whose knowledge they were distinctly brought, has always seemed to 

us entirely inexplicable. They were not even reported to the As- 

sembly. 

The following cases, extracted from the diary of our Agent, will, 

in part, explain our operations, and the nature of our duties in this 

department : 

New-York, August 23d, 1849—Found in the city prison Mar- 

garet Burke, committed by Justice Lathrop, on complaint of her 

husband, Thomas Burke, and Thomas Fitzgerald, his landlord, as a 

vagrant, viz: an idle person, having no visible means to maintain 

herself, lives without employment, and whereof she was convicted 

on the oath of the two aforesaid persons. She is a healthy woman, 

good looking, neat, &c., and on reference to her family, was found 

to be a person of good character and perfectly steady habits, but was 

of bad temper. Had _ her discharged by habeas, her father-in-law, 

brother-in-law, and other friends testifying to her good character. 

August 24th—Fanny Lyons was yesterday committed to the 

Tombs, under the following circumstances ; Officer Josephs called 

at the house where she boards and told her to fix herself and go 

with him, as the Judge wanted to see her ; said she could be back 

in half an hour. Knowing Josephs to be a police officer she went. 

On her arrival at the Tombs she was taken into the back office 
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where sae saw no one but a man sitting at a table tearing up some 
papers. Josephs left her and went into the court room ; on his re- 
turn he took her round to the female prison, and gave her in charge 
of the officers, and she was locked up, he telling her that he would 
return in half an hour and have her discharged. She waited until 
near two o’clock, momentarily expecting her discharge. At this 
time the prison wagon came, and she was called upon to get ready 
to go to the Island. Having a consciousness of innocence she was 
surprised by this unexpected call, and supposing it must be a mis- 
take, insisted that she was not committed for any crime and could 
not be sent up. The matron, however, soan undeceived her by 

shewing her a commitment issued by a police justice, in which it 
was stated that she had confessed herself a vagrant, and that she had 
the venereal disease, and that on eramination, baving been found to 

be an improper person to be sent to the Alms House, she was sen- 
tenced to the Penitentiary for sixty days. Astonished by such a 
disclosure, she protested that she had made no such confession, that 
she never spoke or was spoken to by any one but Josephs ; that she 
did not see the Judge, nor any one connected with the court, and 
that she was in no way diseased. So earnest was the girl in her 
asseverations that the matron determined to keep her down until the 

case could be investigated. On the next day I inquired into the 
facts, and as I could not obtain any positive declaration from the 
Judge or the clerk that the girl was brought before them, I had no 
doubt but her own story was true, especially as I was told that the 
commitment would be withdrawn if I desired it. The girl says that 
she has no doubt that the officer was hired to have her committed 
by a keeper of a bawdy house in Church street, whose son was inti- 
mate with her. She had been threatened by the mother of the son 
with punishment, and was actually attacked by her in the streets, but 
she defended herself and drove her off. The girl’s story is in part 
confirmed by the fact that. officer Josephs told the clerk that she had 
led the son of a lady astray. This case proves, at least, that some 
are Sent up to the Island without having the forms of law complied 
with, and great injustice is in many instances the consequence. The 
commitment was withdrawn. 

These cases present four important defects either in the law or its 
administration. The first is the manifest abuse of power by the 
police magistrates in neglecting promptly to dispose of persons com- 
mitted for examination. The law of the land, the rights of the 
accused, and the demands of humanity, seem alike to require for all 

such, not only the utmost caution as to commitment, but a speedy 
deliverance. Yet here are instances of a reckless and wanton abuse  
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” of power as well as the utmost disregard of individual rights, and 

desecration of the social compact, which can well be imagined. If 
our government was monarchial instead of republican; if the su- 
preme power was vested in the hands of one instead of the many, it 
would be a just cause for revolution. We may be accused of using 
strong language; but it is not stronger than is necessary to awaken 
attention to the evil; not stronger, we are sure, than is adequate to 
portray the enormity of the offence. In our fourth report we directed 
attention to this subject, but had not then as now, the necessary 

data to point out the extent of the abuse. From the statistics of 
our city prison we learn that there have been incarcerated during 
the past year on temporary commitments for examination, the ae 

ishing number of five thousand six hundred and fifty-two. That the 
periods of commitments vary in duration from one day to over two 
months, and that the total periods of commitments for all is twenty- 
four thousand six hundred and forty-two days or sixty-seven and a 
half years. 

The number of discharges is four thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-one; and the number of final commitments is eight hundred 
and sixty-one. 

What an amount of precious time is thus wasted in jail, not on 
account of any crime, but simply from indolence, caprice or incom- 
petent management. Let us only suppose each man’s detention to 

be. worth on an average one dollar a day, and we have the round 
sam of twenty-four thousand six hundred and forty-two dollars, lost 
to society or to the families of the suspected. But the loss of time 
is not the worst loss; all persons so incarcerated are by the magis- 
trates refused bail, and an offence which is bailable under a full 
commitment, is not so considered in the practice of our police court 
on a temporary warrant. Bad as this is, it would be even tolerable 
if the magistrate would in every instance require an oath, stating, 

- if not that a crime had been actually committed, at least that there 
was reason to believe that such had been the cage, and that the 

accused was the transgressor. Such, however, is the laxity with 

which business is done at our police courts, and such the reckless- 
"ness of the magistrates, that numbers almost daily are committed 
. without either oath or affirmation. The law upon this subject seems 
| to be very explicit and leaves no room for doubt or subterfuge; it is 

in these words: 

“ §2. Whenever complaint shall be made before any such magis- 
trate that a criminal offence has been committed, it shall be the   
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duty of such magistrate to examine on oath the complainant and any 
witness who may be produced by him. ° 

“3. If it shall appear from such examination that apy criminal 
offence has been committed, the magistrate shall issue a proper warrant 
under his hand, with or without seal, reciting the accusation and com- 
manding the officer to whom it shall be directed, forthwith to take 
the person accused of having committed-such offence and to bring 
him before such magistrate to be dealt with according to law.” 

“$14. The magistrate before whom any such person shall be brought, shall proceed as soon as may be to examine the complain- 
ant and the witnesses produced in support of the prosecution on oath 
in the presence of the prisoner in regard to any other matters con- 
nected with such charge which such magistrate shall deem pertinent.” 

And section 21 provides for the discharge of the prisoner should 
no cause of detention appear. 

These are the provisions of the law, which seems to be sufficient- ly explicit and to afford the hecessary protection; nevertheless, in- 
stances are every day occurring of its utter neglect and gross viola- 
tion. What safety is there for a community where justice is thus 
trampled upon by her ministers? What protection has any citizen 
that his dearest rights, his free-born inheritance, the inviolability of his person, will be for a moment secure 2 At any time the sanctity 
of the domestic hearth is liable thus to be disturbed, and a man torn from his family and his home by an officer of the law. Such an op- portunity for the strong to tyranize over the weak, is an anomaly in 
a free government, and should never be allowed. So far, however, is this from the fact, that neither common law or the practice of our courts, have ever strictly defined the limits of this power claimed by the committing magistrate; and although a Justice of the Supreme 
Court has decided that in ordinary cases a person should not be de- tained beyond three days, and the practice of England has limited 
its duration, even in extreme cases, to fourteen days ; yet we have seen that at one time there were fifty cases of from one to over two months duration, in our city prison alone. Two of these cases were most extraordinary; they were the commitment of two Swedes with- out oath or affirmation, on a mere suspicion of grand larceny on the 23d of August, and the holding of them in bondage until the 7th of 
December, a period of three and a half months; and not allowing either to get bail or to be in Progress for deliverance. At the end of that time, when, if they were guilty, they ought to have been al-  
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ready in Sing Sing for a month or more working out the penalty of 

their transgression, they had scarcely entered on the initiatory steps 

to a trial; although, whether guilty or innocent, they had already 

been suffering imprisonment. It must be remembered that these men 

were strangers, speaking a strange tongue, without friends and with- 

out money. Such are the men most likely to become the victims of 

the exercise of this power, persons who, when trodden on have no 

power of turning to defend themselves. 

Besides the loss of time and the wrong done to the person, there is 

the moral wrong which no mathematician may calculate, acting and re- 

acting during perhaps vast cycles of years. It is hardly to be conceived 

that such a number of innocent persons can be incarcerated with the 

most abandoned, for periods varying from one day to three or four 

months, without being to some extent corrupted. The very atmos- 

phere of a prison is moral poison, and no person can live in it under 

commitment without raore or less of contamination Thus it is that 

we so often see men who were committed for disorderly conduct, 

misdemeanor or for examination, after having staid in prison a few 

days and been discharged, shortly after returned for a larceny or 

burglary. 

This power of temporary commitment is stil] further abused by the 

commitment of drunkards for examination. The appearance of the 

individual ought, we should suppose, to afford conclusive evidence of 

his inebriation ; and if so, what right have the magistrates in such 

cases to commit him temporarily 2? The law is imperative in in- 

flicting either a fine of three dollars or imprisonment for five days, so 

that every temporary commitment in cases of this nature seems to be 

only a violation of the statute, and in many instances prolongs the 

imprisonment beyond the period prescribed by law. It is certainly 

a dangerous exercise of power, and in the hands of corrupt men may 

be used for corrupt purposes. Another power often exercised by the 

magistrate is undoubtedly in direct violation of his duties and equally 

open to the charge of corruption. We allude to the practice of dis- 

charging drunkards after even a full committal. It is done most 

frequently, without doubt, from motives of charity and friendship ; 

% but its use is so liable to abuse, that it should be strictly prohibited. 

Temporary commitments without affidavit are undoubtedlly illegal, 
and although sometimes they may apparently be necessary to secure 
the ends of justice, the magistrate so committing is nevertheless in 

all cases liable for false imprisonment where the restraint is continued 

for more than one day. Owing, however, to the ignorance on this 
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point, of those most liable to suffer in this way, the safe-guards thus 
thrown around them is inoperative, and prosecution for this cause un- 
heard of and unknown. [A remedy might be found in having the 
law on this point conspicuously printed and constantly displayed in 
each cell. The magistrates would then be prompt enough.] 

Another defect, less common although less flagrant, is apparent 
in the commitment of vagrants. The second case which we have 
already cited is one of a very peculiar character and of great enor- 
mity. An unoffending girl, at the instigation of a brothel keeper, 
is taken by a police officer from her own domicile and brought by 
him to the police court, and is there ushered into an adjoining room; 
the officer then goes unsolicited and without the knowledge and 
consent of the party interested, and asks that she should be commit- 
ted for three months as a vagrant, and states that she had contracted 
a contagious disease, and the magistrate, without having, as in duty 

bound, the girl before him and hearing the confession from her own 
lips, consigus her to a prison by a commitment which states that she 
personally appeared before him and confessed to vagrancy and that 
upon examination he had discovered that she was an improper per- 
son to be sent to the alms-house. Can there be a plainer and more 
palpable case of gross violation of propriety and justice on the part 
of the police officer, or a more direct and evident judicial perjury on 
the part of the magistrate? The next two cases are the commit- 
wents of wives by their husbands. In each of these cases it was 
proved that the husband had undoubtedly committed perjury for the 
purpose of ridding himself of an honest, virtuous, unoffending wife 
so as to enable him to pursue his debaucheries unmolested. In each 
case the most reliable testimony was procured to the character of the 
wife, and we infer the motives not only from the action of the men, 

but from reiterated assurances of the women that such indeed they 
were. As it not unfrequently happens in cases of wanton outrage, 
it was almost impossible to have these women released ; while in 
cases of undoubted guilt, the parties are almost uniformly so loosely 
committed that any judge would instantly discharge them on a habeas. 
In fact this manner of discharge has become so common that there 
are lawyers who live by it, and live well too. The frequency and 
the manner of its performance may lead to the suspicion that the 
lawyer and the magistrate are alike interested in the business; and 
that the magistrate commits thus loosely for the very purpose of 
enabling the lawyer. to obtain his fee through a delivery by habeas. 
Without imputing improper motives to the magistrates, we may be 
permitted to state that the practical result of the present vagrant law is  
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to provide a hospital for diseased prostitutes, a home for drunkards, an 
asylum for troublesome wives, and a comfortable support for those 
professional gentlemen who are content to wring their subsistence 
from the misfortune and distress of the prisoner. We concede that 

this matter of vagrancy is surrounded with many difficulties ; but 
_ that these can be mastered, we entertain no doubt. To accomplish 

so desirable an object, early legislative action is needed. The law 
defining vagrancy should be carefully revised and remodeled so as 
succinctly and distinctly to declare what shall constitute a vagrant. 
This, if divided into several counts, might be made to embrace every 
possible grade of vagrancy; and thus prevent a discharge on account 
of surplusage or deficiency in the commitment, or the blending of 
vagrancy and disorderly conduct, which also vitiates the commit- 
ment. Having effected this important object some cheap and certain 
means should be provided by which those who have been unjustly 
committed in the hurry and confusion of the police office may be 
liberated. For such a purpose the ten governors in the city of New- 
York, and the commissioners of the alms-house in other cities or 

towns, should be clothed with power to examine, on the oath of any 
respectable witness, forthwith, into the cause of detention of any 
one so committed ; and, if upon strict examination, it should appear 

to them that the party had been unjustly or erroneously committed, 
they shall present the case to the recorder or first judge of the 
county or to any two justices of the peace, who shall have power, 
in their discretion, to discharge such person from confinement. 
Thus guarded, the power might be safely entrusted to the functiona- 
ries prescribed ; and as summary commitments are at best a violation 
of the great constitutional principle that guarantees to every one a 
trial by jury, it seems to be eminently just and proper. These or 
similar provisions, would, we think, relieve this subject of most of 

the embarrassments which encumber it in a judicial point of view. 

Our statute laws include under the general term “ vagrants,” com- 
¢ mon prostitutes. Again, the law recognizes “vagrancy” as acrime, 

and deals with it accordingly. Following this authoritative defini- 
tion, we have deemed it a duty to notice the general subject of licen- 
tiousness, in so far as it may be affected by the character of our 
criminal institutions, and the laws which bear upon its victims. 
Our own treasury is daily called upon by these degraded beings; nor 
would it consist either with our own feelings or our estimate of the 
obligations resting upon the Association, to turn them away as be- 
yond the pale of hope. Indeed we have had too many evidences 
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that, like all other sinners, they may be reclaimed, thus to close the 
heart or the hand to them. 

Tn pursuance then, of these general views, the committee esteem it 

within the line of their duty, if not themselves to appear before the 
public with schemes for dealing with this class in their ordinary life, 
at least to urge upon the proper authorities an examination of the 
system of dealing with them when in the power of the law ; its in- 
fluence upon the existence and extent of the evil ; a comparison of 
our systems with those of other states and countries ; and the modi- 
fication of our present plans to meet the conclusions of such an inves- 
tigation. It may be, and we fear it will be, that these suggestions 
will pass unheeded, as have many others which we have more care- 
fully elaborated, and more energetically pressed upon their attention. 
In that case, it will remain for us to do their work ; and if it be so, 

we shall endeavor to show that we are not unfaithful in the attempt, 
though we may prove inadequate to its right performance. Certain 
it is, if we would save the character of our sons, the good name of 

our daughters, the purity and peace of our domestic hearth, and the 
fair fame of our city, we, or others, must have the moral courage, 

the zeal and the intelligence, to scrutinize and expose this whole 
subject, and to lead the way to radical reform. It is not necessary, 
nay, it were a burning shame that as a city, we should longer pro- 
tect and legalize it. We may as effectually show our abhorrence, 
and put the seal of reprobation on it. This we are bound to do, if 
we are true to ourselves or true to the age. 

THE CITY PRISONS. 
nna et 

We have so often presented what we conceive to be radical de- 
fects in these buildings, that we should not particularly refer to 
them on this occasion, had not the departiaent in which they are in- 
cluded undergone a re-organization since our last report. 

The change which has been made in the general control and di- 
rection of the prisons of the city and county is so recent, that a 
clear judgment cannot well be formed as to the merits or demerits 
of the system. Reforms were evidently and most lamentably needed 
under former administration, for which this committee long struggled 
in vain. So glaring and manifold at length became the abuses, that 
the Legislature, against the urgent protests of the city authorities, 
and on the recommendation of a portion of our citizens who acted  
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mainly under the advice of our executive committee, enacted the law 
commonly known as the Ten Governor Bill. 

The gentlemen appointed under this Jaw, have already placed 
- their first report before the Legislature. The most manifest of the 

reforms effected by them, anil one to which the press of our city has 

given great, and, as we conceive, undue prominence, is the saving of 
about eighty thousand dollars, during the eight months of the year 1849, 
over the expenditures for the corresponding months of 1848. Not 
that we do not reprobate a lavish expenditure of the public funds; 
but that we do hold the cause of public morals of so much higher 

magnitude, as not to be weighed or measured by dollars. Referring, 
then, to the great principles heretofore presented, and as we think 
established, in our former reports, we respectfully ask what reform 
has been effected in the following important particulars : 

1. In the appointment of under officers in our prisons. Casual 
observers, or those but slightly acquainted with the intricate and 
ramified questions connected with prison discipline, would perhaps 
give but little heed to this point. But those who know how impor- 
tant it is, that there should be oneness, coherence, uniformity and 

é consistency in the management of the affairs of a prison, do insist 
£ that it should have but one head, and that he should be held to a 

‘rigorous accountability. Now, if he has not the appointment of his 
‘ subordinates, he can have no security for the execution of his plans 
_and orders, however wise or necessary they may be. The evils of 
just such a state of things have too long been felt in these institu- 
tions. The under keepers holding their appointments from a supe~ 
rior and independent source, have been, too frequently, little regard- 
ful of the warden’s orders or wishes; confusion and insubordination 

amongst convicts were the natural results. 

in the ten governor bill this evil was designed to be remedied. 
Nor can we say that the letter of the law has not been complied 
with. But the spirit of it does not consist, with the exertion of an 
influence, even if that be but a simple recommendation, over the war- 

den by the governors, in his selection of his subordinates. This 
we have reason to fear has been done, though we are willing to ad- 
mit that it may have been done thoughtlessly. These gentlemen, as 
they grow more experienced in their duties, wil]! doubtless hereafter 
tell the wardens that they will be held accountable for the men they 
employ, as well as the measures they pursue.   

No. way | 

2. The modification of the city prison we have heretofore pointed 
out, both in our general reports and in those of the committee on 
detentions so fully, the imperative call for a radical and thorough 
reformation here, if necessary even to the demolition of the present 
buildings and the erection of others which the universal experience 

of the civilized world has adjudged as alone suitable for the wants of a 
house of detention, that we have little disposition to find fault with 
the board of governors, so long as they are compelled to use the 
conveniencies which the city now affords them, Still, in waiting 
for the dawn of a better day, something should be done to remove 
the present darkness. Even the present buildings could be made 
much more available for the ends of humanity and of justice. Thus 
far we cannot see that any change of importance has been made 
since their appointment. But we shall look with confidence for 
more attention to this department of their duties, during the present 
year. 

We wish that we could impress the fact upon the mind of every 
thinking man in the community, that our city, prison is now literally 
and without exaggeration a moral pest house. We do not blame the 
faithful and energetic warden, nor his active and attentive assistants, 
for this. It is out of their power to help it. 

The following statistics for this prison for the past year, include 
not only the halls of justice proper, but the two district prisons lo- 
cated the one near Jefferson market and the other near Essex mar- 
ket. On the Jefferson market or second district prison there were 
1,929 commitments, and in Essex market or the third district prison 
there were 1,982 commitments. Total for the two prisons 3,911. 

CITY PRISON—FIRST DISTRICT. 

White White Black Black 
males, females, males. females Total 

Remaining in prison January 1, 1849, 147 61 1 5 224 
Committed from Jan. t, to Dec. 31, 1849, in- 

elusive, ....665 teseeeee eee ae 8830 4346 

8977 = 4407 

During that period Discharged, . 3 2942 
Exeeuted, . 1 
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Males. Females. Total . Males. Femates, Total. 

The total number of prisoners committed for ex- Perjury, 2. cece seas teens 12 
amination WaS.....ececeeecceseseeesees 2,300 731 3,031 Receiving stolen goods,..... seees . 12 

Of whom were subsequently committed...... 656 205 861 RiOty cee eee eee cece we cence ne 14 

bt
 aw Oo Reem nerve eens Deseition a yeeeeee 1,644 526 2,170 Murder, .... 

Died, 0.0 ccc cece ccc ce ee eers eve ceseeece 4 0 4 Embezzlement, 

Discharged within five days, ...+.-++++++ +++ 1,388 419 1,807 Witness, ... cc cece ce cece cece cscs cceceeas 

ten days,......0.-seeeeeee 149 66 215 Conspiracy,.......ccecccesaee 

twenty days.....sccesees 72 100 Rapes. con cscseceveeeccees 
thirty days,.......cese0e8. 18 INegal voting,.........0... 

forty days,...cces cece cees 2 Bigamy, occ. ccc cececescues 

fifty daysy. cee seeeeesseues 2 ATSON, ©... cc eae cece ae 
sixty dayS,......+.20+ see 2 Attempt to rob, ...... 

seventy days,...+-.seecees 1 Suborning perjury,.... ccc cece ccc ccccuces 

Remaining in prison December 31, 1849,...... 11 Indecent exposure of person,.... 

° 
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1,644 526 Attempt tocommit burglary, . beeen nese nees 
Of the whole number, were temporarily commit- do TACs eee ec cecececcceeans 

ted and discharged on examination,......... 1,644 526 2, do grand larceny,......... 
Committed for intoxication,.......++...0.008 3,038 1,977 Attempt to break prison,.......0..00 cee 

Petit larceny,. ...6.seecesseoe cee esceeces 1,390 387 Fraud, .... . eee a raceecesens 
Vagrancy,.ccesccecesececccersesesceesscs 782 1,278 2, Manslaughter, ... 66. eee cece seen eens 
Assault and battery,.....c..cse cece coeeeeee 1,157 156 1, Carrying slung shot,..........eeeceee 
Disorderly conduct,........ccecsceeeecsees 420 87 Assault and rescuing prisoners, . cee eee scenes 

Grand larcenyy.....ccsecccrececcceccctcess 246 49 Malicious mischief, .... 00... ¢c0cseccceeeces 

Alms House, 0... cee ccceucsecece eoeaeee 342 56 Mayhem, ..... ce. cee cece cece cececcsene. 
Aiding escape of prisoners,. 6.5.00. cece cece 

Selling obscene books and prints,.... 
Commissioners of emigration,........eceeces 
Selling lottery policies, .........000. 
Abduction, 

Offences against nature,.. 

se eaee 

ences 

©
 

o
 Insanity)... ccc cee cece ccen cece ener neces 124 

Burglary,....0.see cece 

Attempt to kill,....... eee ues . 26 

Misdemeanor, ...2..-.ccc sect svees 25 

Robbery, ...0 cece cece een eee eee eeeeees 37 
Abandonment, ..........- soe 31 

Obtaining property on false pretences,.......+ 18 
Violation of corporation ordinances,........++ 13 

BPorgery, .ceesccesacseececcctccsencessass 23 
Attempt to commit larceny, . 7 

Assaulty.. ccc ccccscne sone sceesectseenes 5 
Bastardy, .... . . 21 

Keeping a disorderly house,......00.se8e008 2 

wee cece 

Soliciting emigrant passengers without license,. 
Cruelty to animals,.....cceccecacateces 
Selling spirituous liquors without license, . 
Clipping coin, . 

Personating an officer, .......0.. 
Seduction,. ...0..seceseeeeee Tee eee e cee aes 
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United States prisoners .... 0.20.00. oa
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. The following table exhibits the nativity, social relations, habits of Apprentice, ...c.cecceecccnceccccescsceercees cevecvas 

life and education of the prisoners as obtained from each at the time 

of commitment : 

Architect,. .605 ccccee case ccce nsec cretaseeeestacseuare 
ATtisty. ccc cece cece teen cee e teen cen e een cece seeennes 

Auctioneer... ccc cece cee ence tect eeeeneeeneeueees 
Males. Females. Total. > . . . ° . . oe 

Baker,.. 02. cece cece cece tee eet nee eases ceeteeeesgas 
Foreigners, ....sce2 see ccee reer eret es 6,939 3,431 10,370 9 

Basket maker,... wee é . 1.220 3,761 gba eee cee e nee necene . 

Natives, weeeee coos 2,041 1, 2. Bandbox maker,.......ce0 cece esse seen seca nsceeeee sane 

Barber, .... ccc cececsee ees 

Married, ...-.- saaece 4,151 4, 5,585 Bar tender,.. 

Single,....seeeee cee e ec ee cerns cress 5,056 7,719 

vee cones 252 793 

Have children, ..... . .-- 3,661 4,843 

*Unknown, ...-. sete cece cece 2) 34 

Bell hanger, 
Bellows maker,.... 

Bill poster, ........ 

Block maker,........ 

Boatman, ....ccc secs cccecsceceaeeceeneeeceee 

Temperate, ..eeseeeeeeeeeener cee eees 1,150 Boat builder). 6. .sssssee esse eset eee sees seeeeeeecaes 

Intemperate, .s..e seen . 449 12,981 Boarding house keeper,..++ssesseeeseeeceeeseeeceeaees 
= == Book binder, ....cccevcsavcteccenccstens seeessecuuce 

Book seller,....cceeccceesceeccencsce ceed canesseneens 
Book keeper... .. ccc scccanscccncsees 

Brick maker, ..ccicsesseecscecees 

Boot and Shoe maker,........+.e08 
Boot black,....es seen see eens ceen 
Boot tree maker)... ..se sees veeeee eens 

Bee aoe eee maces seemen 

eee eee ene e ce senees 

ee 

Seem em me semen eraneeeseee 

a eee cone 

Cannot read, ..-+eseneeeeeee 
rpttrn sess sees 

Can read,..seceesecercnce ser sseecess 

Well educated, .... cee esse csc eceesece 

Classically educated, ....+++ sere cecerece 

*Unknown, ... ese cece cone reer eeeeeres 

pare cere neve sesa rece 

Brass foundery...sccecccscccecccncsnenssecsstveee aces 

Number committed under 10 years of age,. Butler, ..ccescccsscrssceccccuvees 

do between 10 and 15 do Butcher, .... cece cece eee eee eeees 

do do 15 20 do . Blacksmith, 2.0.6 cee scence ee cece 

do do 20 30 do © Broker, .sce cece cease cab ee ee eee rece rece acescces 
do do 30 40 do . Brick layer,..... cece cece ceeecseenee 

do do 40 50 do Boiler maker... cc cece sccc cece csoen 
do do 50 60 do 

do do 60 70 do 

do do 70 
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Brush maker, ........4- 

Builder, .... cesses 
ee ee oy 

Button maker,.....20.s0005 
Boxmaker,.... cc ccs cccescen rece ccseenes 
Brazier, ..ee.ece sees 

we ee eee ceee 

Pee eee eee reese area sem eaee 

Broom maker,.....eesesececeseeces 
Trades or Occupations. Bottler, 

Be ewe e reas reese neee 

ee eee ee ee ee ee ee rr 

Accountant, ...seceeecece cece cree eres cnet eeeeacens —Blacking maker,......cceseceecee eee eeee cere rene cces 

Agent . Brewers, ...cccecssecesccccncceeeeess weer ater ree osee 
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Buck maker,..ccccccsceseccecccvescesenssessesesenees 
*Insane.    
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Carpenter, ..ceesec
ee ners eres arerserecerersnesese® 

Carver, cece cccncsnseessnceeceessereese
e eee es 

Cabinet maker,...ecsesesececerreneccnsr
eecses reese 

Calker,.ssceeccenec
e ccna cece cane ceee recess 

Carman, ...eeece ese ecereneees 

Clerk, - 

Chemist, oo... see cere cece cceesens sess caresses sees eees 

Clothier, oc. ceeecese weer cere cere cat acee eres scee esse 

Chair maker,. ose sees vee e cece eee cen n ees eeee eens 

Copper plate printer,.. se veceens 

Coachman, ..--sesreeeeees wae neem cece asereneneces 

wee nent euce sees 

Coach maker,..ce
sees cece cscs cena esse nece seer eccccees 

Chimney sweep,..++++ ++ ee 

Cotton pressery... sees cree eeeecee creeees 

Cotton spinner, ..e-++ secre 

Cotton worker,...seceseececevceece
ceuces case cseeccce 

Cloth maker, .....- 

Contractor, .- vec eeeeene 

Cooper, sseeseceeceecesee
secsent cscs econ scerssee sees 

Copyisty seve cess seer erencsesereserserere scene eres 

Coppersmith, .... seer seer eens reeeerse eres cereseer ress 

Collier, 

Confectioner, ....eeeeeere cece eceece 

Currier, ccc scence nett cena eee ceeeenae sees esee eres 

Cutler, cece eee cece ence ence ene cenn anes ceee seen cece 

Cook, cece cece cere ceee eset snee ceca cnet sees aseaeres 

Coal heaver, os. ecsee eee c eee ceennene cscs eres aren sees 

Carpet dealer, -...++. sere eres eee 

Comb maker,.... cess seeeecees 

Carriage maker. sess esee seer esse ecesccaeecercess sees 

err eee ee 

aww cere resem eer e eee reer 

Collector, ss .ceeeeeees ween cece neon seen esee 

Canalman, ..cseecssecsececenee
st ener ener acee case eget 

Cabin boy,.....-. 

Coach trimmer... ..- cece cece eee tree eeececerenenes 

Conveyancer, ssc ceecs cee ceee rece seeeeecareeecerces 

Charcoal dealer,....+- 

re 

Caterer, cesesscccecnceeescee nce neee ceescsea econ sees 

Coal dealers,.....see cece sees cnn csev anes ccescssesces 

Chiropodist, .. sce see eseecceccceeeeencceercassneceees 

Cap makery..scecesecccecsevevsccereasaueces seen cers 
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Clock maker,.....ccccccncsse seen scceseeseveeesresens 

Drapery. .cce cece cect case cccccnes nccteves reece cseeenes 

Drover, ccce cee ccee avon cccscvesereescetesaesssscees 
Dyer, ...ce cece cece veee 

Distiller, ©. ccas cece cece cee ar ee eect cees cece sceeeees 
Dock builder,......... 

Druggist, .....ceccceccsccscc eres seen sceecees 

Dauguerrean. ......00 peer cccnrecereee 

Draughtsman,.......0.. cece esse cece ccceceee 

cae cena eee cee este eee nanes 

eee ere eee ere reer reer Tere es 

se eesees 

ene eeeeeecees 

seven eees 

Dentists, ee eee eee eet eee cece nets ceed wees 

Engineer, ....eecseeecsacccees 

Engraver,........ 

eeenesee 

ee ee ey 

Cee mee meee cee meme eee re rome enee eres 

Expressman, ..... 

Editor, severe cee eeneenes 
Equestrian,.... cc cece cece cece eect eccc cnet rene ease ence 
Errand boy,....+.. 

ee ee ee ee ee eres 

ey 

Farmer, ...c ccc cece cece ccee er et seat egescveecesesegs 

Fisherman, .. .cee ccc cece cece cece eee ense acca seeenees 
Founder, ........00005 ee ee ee 

Fruiter,. .ccsccecncceccnecsenaces Bem cree comer wm esas 

Furrier, .. cc cece cece cere cece sree cet eese erences eee 
Fly Doyy. sec cece cece eee reece ene recente sees seneceee 

Fencing master,........ 

Fireman, ....cccccce cesses 
Farrier,...ccccec cece esos cee eeeae 

Folder. ......c0se0 

Footman, .....20..00. 
Plorist,. oc c0 cece eee cree eet e eee reat ete etateeeeacee 

Fow] picker. 0. ccese cece c sees eae cece ceca seen seen sens 

Flute maker,....... 
Gardner, . 

eee meme meee ceserere 

Cee meme treme rere aren eens neee 

eer e sense 

Be Pe meme ome eee es reer enemrennnses 

Gilder, ..cee cece cece cette eee eee n ee cee k en ee eens noee 

Glass cutter, 

Gold beater, 

Goldsmith, ......-eseeee 

Grate setter, ..cececeveec curt ceee cee esse seeersesenee 
Grocer,...... 

Gunsmith, .....0 0. ce wees 
Gas maker, . 

Dae cere cere sseoacce 

see eeenoen 

So cre ones ances 
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Gas fitter, cc ccce cece cee nen ccee none seas anne ress sere 

Glazier, .ccecesueneecc
eeeeen sees esce ana eres sees eee 

Guager, .o.0cesessee
ener sere cene seme sece sree sere sees 

Glove maker,.... cess eeeees 

Hack driver,..ceccceccc
e teen ceet cece ccsneues see reee 

ee nee rn eee sean eret Dewseeee 

Flatter, ..ce cece eceencenceee nese aesesaacenes sees cere 

Harness maker, ...0scee ceeeecceescec eres cececcecenes 

Hostler, ..sc ccc cese seen nsessceurseennseccea secs cess 

Horse dealer,...+.+-+++ 

Hemp dresser,...sesesvesreccccreessncseear
erecer ese’ 

eer see ee ee sare eeoe nese sere sere 

Tron worker,...cccc
es cece nese neeeecen cree cece cee reee 

Tan keepery. cscs ccee cece ners censneneccan cere rcrsrnee 

Toe vender,s>scccccercsccccesenesacasrsceecsc
scse reese 

Tvory polisher,....ssecrercececer
sceea scan ecessccs sees 

Jeweller,...c.ceeuseeees 

Joiner, .. 

Junk dealer,...c0 cece seee cere ceneesec cena cace cars aenes 

Japanner, ..cseee cree nseeeeer cee eeen cere case acer sees 

Laborer,..ssec sens cecrscce seeccsces cece cscs ceeecacs 

Lapidary, oc. .cceccce cone ceee ners eces snes aeceasre sees 

Lawyer, cece ccceccceereecnet cena ccss case scesessesess 

Leather dresser,...cscssesseeeccserscenececeersseenece 

Linguists... cece cece ecen erasers nesses rece cees sees 

Locksmith, .. 600 seeeceeees 

Liquordealer,.....ceeceer
 seen seen seeerece cere cccecees 

Lumber dealer,... 

Letter carrier, ssc seco eter cere ccceaser sere seereeseaees 

Leather manufacturer,.
 ...5ccee cree rece cess eceses 

ee ee ee 

Lathery cree ccce cece sees cee seeenenece oeree ie feces 

Lath makery...ccsececceeesceceneresnsnenesaenneencens 

Lime burner, 0... ee cece cece cee rent aca eeee cree sees 

Lamp maker, .... cece sees erereseenceses 

Lace worker, ...c cece cnee reeeccer rere cceenenncsos cece 

Lecturer, occ ccc cece cnsw cece nceeeeas cece ceeneres aces 

Leather dealer,. ....cscesecserrceucccecsesevesenescces 

Lumberman, 2... .ccc sees even ccne cere cence acne secs cece 

Livery stable keeper,.......ceeccee ceccscesssccerccees 

Machinist, ...ccesccccccccceeneceencen eee sceenvee sees 

Manufacturer,. sos seseacescecesccrarenrecsecescscncess 
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Marble cutter. .... cscs ccee cece aces 
Mason, .... cee cece cesccccesccececs 

Merchant, ........... 
Milkman,....... ee. 

Miller, ..... .. ce cece eee 

Morocco maker, .. 

do dresser, . 

ee ee 

eee e erence ee veee 

Ce ee ey 

Pre meee cece sree nese sect sene need 

Teme awe er acaseennes neces sense 

ee ee ee i 

ee ee ey 

do dealers... .. cece cece neces 

Moulder,........esee sees 

Montebank, ..... 

Musician, ...-.eeesee oe 
Miner, .. 

Cee meee acre mr eeenes 

ween eeee ace ase e ares 

Match seller,......ceeeee 

Match maker,.......0 ccs vece veces 

Mathematician, .........6.00 
Millwright, . 

Manager, 

Measurer, .. cece cecessese 

ee moe e were ever seceseee 

teem er ee nea s nvernsen seer sees 

eee re we rere sant enatoe 

ey seca wees 

ee erat eee ec eeeces 

News vender,..ccccceccesccecuee 

Net maker,... ce cece cece cena nees 

Nail maker,........ bee ewe nce encee ence 
Night scavenger,. .....scecesesscacceevevceses 
Nurse, ....6 

eM ee em aanereceseancen 

Bem me rece sees 

wee em scees Cr ey 

Oysterman, o..ce.cccceseeeceeceeuesvuees 
Optician, 

Oil maker,...... 

Oil dealer,.. been cent eeees 

Occulist,.... cc. cece cece csaeesetsees 
Painter. ....ccceceseasnecceeaces 
Pavior, ...--s000 CRO ee me reat een e seme eense sane rene 

Pedler,. cc. cece seen veee cee veceueseees 

Physician,. ......cececcce cece ceeeceecssstseaeveceaees 
Plasterer, ...e cc. ceseecee rece ccencves sees 

a 
Polisher, ......0.s00000- 

Porter, ...... 

pete rene asus 

Bed meee mee w creer ner aree sane 

Ce 2 rr ri rrr 

Porter house keeper,..ce.csscesescccencccecceecscncces 

Printer, ...c..cccecccuececceetsee snes eseveveecane secs 
Print seller,..... CORR Bea Ree eer eRe eeme rene sane Freee ares 

. 
Cem ener e sere emerson 
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Pugilist,'...+eseeceeeecerseeer 
ers eere ress serene ee 

Packer,..ccceeee cree cece seen areaeeee sees sees sees ee 

Policy dealer,.cceseceece cece reer ceee cess sere sees sees 

Pen maker,..ccseccercce cess ren eees tree eee ee 

Pencil maker,..--- 

Publisher, ..--eeeeerreerecs 

Professor, eee eecsere serene ss 

Paper maker,.++-+++ee++e° 

Paper dealer,.--+-eeeseerrttett 

Paper stainer,.+++++++5 

Piano forte maker,...essseseee
sceeerseseer eres seers 

_ Police officer,..+e eee 

Pensioner, « 

Poultry dealer,....cseeeerrerr
 cess rerecere reser es s 

Plane maker,.....+e8eee05 
pe ceee ee ee enon cess 

see e rene cee ewes tree acre ress ever eee 

eos ee were neen acre ears eee® 

eee mae cesar se sere reee 

ecw cence rene esse eeneserease® 

we race sees veoessseeret 

er ee 
es 

er ee aac e eee e eens esr® 

ee reer enne 

Pilot, sseesscseeecesece
eeceee sees esee sees sree gees eet 

Plaster-paris maker, ...sseseee ceresererse ress seer sees 

Pawn-broker,.ssecceeccee seen rene neee cece sree cess ee ee 

Quarrier,...--- 
er er 

Refectorer,.sscceeerecesectes
snss sree rsneccccs ese sees 

Reporter,..+ +++: 

Rigger, .sescerereeeee 

Ropemaker, eee ence eee e ese nene sees eres reser reese? 

ae ew seca sasesereseerere® wee eeeneeees 

we ec eeceen esas sens reseseee ree? 

Runner, wees eeeeeesereeeee peace center een eee eee: 

Rule maker,:.
ss- seen ccenoseeseescneeares ss seers ress 

Ragpicker,...+sseeeeccse cree rere ecen snes se ee cere eee 

Root beer maker,.se
sseeec cece cteeceerserecscecere sees 

Saddler, ..cecces cece eres cece senescence cree sees sees 

Gailmaker, ..sceesvee cern eceeenneceee eres ssseee es see 

Sawyer soeescece cer cersceesscen esses secs csee sees se 

Seaman, vse. seer cece sere neeeeeee neers eee cere cree se 

Segar maker,..+e--eeeseersserers 

Sculptor,...es+++ ses 

Scissors grinder, 

Siiversmith,....-.-+ seceeee 

Shipwright,.. se ceeeseeeee 

Ship chandler, se.seeceeeeees nearer ee seen eeer rege eres 

eves ecco neeeneeee 

ween eres e rene ever esee 

Shipper, ssecseveneeeceecseeeeererer sree sees esse eee 

Sawhiler,.sseceerer
erscsensre case aeee sera ccec sees cee? 
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Skinner, ...-. seme eneeae 

Soldier, ......ce5 cone 

Pe eee emer eee er eee ne 

Soap fat collector,..... vio eees 

Soap makery..... see cee ceee cece Me cceeees 
Soda water manufacturer,..1++++2s+ssces0ee cee, veeee. 
Speculator,...........- vesesnnaeeeecues 
Stone cutter, ....ccenueeseees 

Stone polisher, .... 6.000 c0es eeeeeneen 
Stevedare,......... 
Steward, .....ccencccesececes 

ee meee nce eae . Oe eee maven seseasos 

Stage driver,...cscece cece cece sae ees 
Sugar baker, .... ren 
Sugar crusher, 

Sugar refiner,, 

Scavenger,.......5005- 
Sash maker,....... 

Spar maker,.....000. cccesecssessvens bevceeeseneeee 

Swill boy,.cscsssseeeeceeveeseees vise eeeeanevene, 

Surveyor, ...6 cc cece ewer seers c ee ccr ens ee nese eseeaeee 

Spinner ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ey P ) 

oreo esee 

eee Pome mee eee eee es ace eees 

eee Cem meee mr ere e ese arnees eens oe ne sere 

ee ee ee ey 

edema cree eeates 

ee meme eres cree ennas 

Scourer, .... cccncnceccce rest eceescerecetucen snes cess 
Stationer, ....... wees . eee mem re ee reer ae ee rote ream neee 

Spice dealer. ...e cee sees ceeweee eee eee ener ene nee e eres eee 

Tailor, ...... 
Tanner, ......006- 

woeee . Cee me rare seen eee nereasece . see meee rene 

Teacher, ........ceeeceees vee 
Tinsmith, 0... 00. .cceceeeseeo recs 
Tobacconist, .......... 
Trunk maker,......... 

Turner,........ 

wee anak 

Type founder,........eeeaee 

Tea dealer,.......0005 

Tin roofer, .......0004 

Teamster,....05.00005 

Tunneller, ....ccceeee cee eeeecee 

Tenpin boy,....... 

Theatrical performer, .... cc .cee cece seen cece coer 
Upholsterer, ..... ccc ceceenseeerecces 

Umbrella maker,...0..ssoeesesveevccves ee eeee 
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seveeee 36 

5 

2 

336 
8 

Unknown,® csc ccccee cece ecce eat ceee seeseeese 

Varnisher,., ce ccccccerceeecet este e ee sses seen eneenete 

Vocalists. ce scce cere ce ec eet veer eee rest enebeeeecees 

Waiters... .ccerecen sere cenesnee sees sees erst cnegeeee | 
Watchmaker, ....scceccceccereneesren sees eentcssenaes 

Watch-case maker,.......:ccee ster ceenuccescescueseene 1 

Watch-glass maker, ...... ccc e cece tena sees cane eese nes 1 

Weaverjscccsertcrecsctccsetcten sete cessatsssccesese 38 

Wheelwright, 0.0... cccceccee ener cose sees sestoseeseee 12 

Whitesmith, .ccc cece cee sc ee cece cet c as an eteereceees 1 

Whitewasher,. cc cece cece ccc rece cese reserves ssesssee 10 

Weigher, ccs cesncceccsceveeancesvcennsesreesnetsacns 1 

Wig maker,......ceccsvecccesnes cree cron eset eee seee 1 
Whalebone worker... c.cccceeccesnesceereecesees cons 2 

Wire worker, ccc cece cous ne cc cee cete ees ssesseeccese 6 

Without trade or occupation,.....c. ccc cece esos sceeeess ISL 

Trades or Occupations of Female Prisoners. 

3 

8 

37 

Sempstress, ....:. cece csceveccceeerceereetcoes. teesese ol 
Without trade, &e.,. 0c ccc eee eee ene cece cece ese nene 208 

14 

1854 
33 

Cap maker,.... cece eee e cece eres neat urethanes cece cees 

Beggar,. cc cscs e eevee cece eee e ech enee een ened wees nace 

Laundress,..ccccc cece cece cee acee soe seeensetaeeseese 

Bawdy.ccecscsevcccscccecres seee scence e eee seenceee 

COOK, eee eect eee e eee ence ees teen eeee een tee eane 

Prostitute,.... te eee ee eee eee cnet cent a eteneee 
Tailoress,. ccc ccsee vee e cert ec erect etencetnneeasee case 
Dressmaker, .....cscecescccccusccrccesccecsesccesssas 14 
Fringe maker). sec cceeceee cee cree eens teens eee ene noes 2 
Servant, .... cece ccceccre recs ccer cere ctseecetseee ress 1538 
Unknown,* .... cece cece cece ce sereceeecccsnecccneses 22 

Total number of commitments to the City Prison and its branches 

from Jan, Ist to Dec. 31st, 1849: 

First District Prison, .....cesceescesecseeeee 14,131 
Second do eed ee ee cereceeresesece 1,929 
Third do sete cece sesereeesees 1,982 

Total number of commitments for 1849,,... 18,042 

*Insane 
  

1849 
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REPORT OF THE SECOND DISTRICT PRISON FOR THE YEAR 1849. 

The number of prisoners committed to this establishment, (exelu- 
sive of those transferred to the 1st District Prison,) from Jan. Ist to 
Dec. 31st, 1849, were— 

White males,......ce.cceceeceeeseeuceuceras 1,519 
+ White females,..... 0... ccc cecccecccccouvee 389 

Black males... ..... ccc cceccecscceeeseecsss 16 
Black females,.... 00.0.0. ccc cccecceausecenes 5 

Total, ....-.. eens . 1,929 

The commitments from Jan. 1st to Dec. 3st, were for offences 
as follows: 

Fully committed. Temp’ry com’ted. 

Males. Females. Males. Females. Total. 
For intoxication,.......s.0026 346 185 203 «38 772 

Disorderly conduct,....... 101 10 235 = a8 369 
Assault and battery,...... 15 64 10 174 
Larceny, oo... .. 0 cee aes 57 9 67 
Grand larceny,........06 26 8 36 
Petit larceny, .........5 45 ll 68 
Riot, ce cccc ese ce eeecee 42 0 48 
Burglary, ......... 00.005 28 0 28 
Violation of corporation or- 

dinances, ..........04. 
Vagrancy,...ccccecesces 
Bastardy and abandonment, 
Insanity,.... 0... ce cee 
Murder,....... 
Receiving stolen goods,... 

Contempt of court,......, 
Forgery, .... 0 cseeseuces 
ASO occ cc cee eee eens 
Stabbing,....... 2.05006 
Stabbing with intent to kill, 

Destitution, ............. 
Gross indecency,......... 
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Witness, .... 06000006 
Shooting,...-...+. . 
Obtaining property by false 

pretences,..se.seserees 

Escaping from prison,..... 
Seduction, .......sseeeee 

Highway robbery,.......++ 
Illegal voting, ........++ 

Kidnapping,......+... eae 

Misdemeanor,.....e0- see: 

Felony, ...c cece esereces 
Offences not specified in 

commitment, .....eveecs 
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RERORT OF THE THIRD DISTRICT PRISON. 

The number of prisoners committed from January Ist to December 

31st, 1849, (exclusive of those transferred to First District Prison,) 

1982. 

The commitments fron January Ist to December 31st, 1849, were 

for offences as follows, viz : 

« 
Full, Temp’ry. Total. 

Intoxication,. .....cceee cece cece cere cneees 304 414 «(718 

Assault and battery, .....+.eeeeeees 153-258 

Disorderly conduct, .....seceee eres 371 407 

Grand larceny,....see cece serences wee 5 39 

Petit larceny,..0+ cee ceeecerenvenseetes 140 

Suspicion of larceny,...-++s++seee++ 

Obtaining goods by false pretences,...... +++ 

Attempt to commit larceny, .. 

Stabbing, ..... 
Passing counterfeit money,. ..++seeeereeeses 

Insanity,.... eee cece eee eee nee 

Abandonment, 

Bastardy,....+-- 

Bigamy, oes cece cess svceesescereseseeces 

Perjury, oss. cece seen eees 

seeeneree ee mere ereeeees 

eo eece nose 

ee eevee 

eseeae aaeee er   

Yes ~ 
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Full. Temp’ry. Total. 

Burglary, cccseessee cee ceen ence reee neces 7 10 

Felony,. ccc cece vececcce rene ccesscensees 16 

Misdemeanors, .....00 cee ceee cece teneeees 46 

Vagrancy, .cccecsccercenscccccesceetaces 
Attempt to commit robbery, ......++ 

Receiving stolen goods, .....e8 saeeceseeees 

Embezzlement, vere ce een eee sees eens 

Seduction, ...... ccc cececcecreesvcucsene 
Witness, .... 

Rape, co cecececeuceeecenes 

Arson, . 

Conspiracy, . eeee eens 
Abduction, .. cece cccccesesceennce cece sees 

Desertion,. .. ccc cece cece cess cssccnsscecs 

Attempt to kill, ......... 
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Riot, 1. cee cece cee cece eee nc eneeeeeees 2 Dp 

1982 520 1462 

Whole number discharged as acquitted, not prosecuted, &c., |. 

10,799, it being seventy-six per cent or more than three-quarters of | 
the whole ; seventy-two per cent, or nearly three-quarters of those : 
committed for examination were discharged on examination, and) ~\. 
only twenty-eight per cent fully committed. The number of diffe- 
rent offences committed by the males was fifty-eight; and the number 
committed by females only twenty-five, in all of which the number 
of the males exceed the females except vagraney. Seventy-three 
and four-tenths per cent are foreigners, and only twenty-six and six- 
tenths per cent natives. Ninety-one and eight-tenths per cent are 
intemperate, and only eight and two-tenths per cent temperate. Fif- 
ty-one and four tenths per cent cannot read, and only eleven per 
cent are even well educated. While the increase of prisoners re~ 
ceived has been about twelve per cent over the preceding year, the 
increase of male commitments has been twenty-two per cent, and 
the female prisoners have decreased two per cent. 

care in designating them. ' 

An examination of the table of trades and ocoupations will show 
that out of the four thousand seven hundred and one females received, 

The great appa-_ 
rent increase of colored prisoners is owing principally to greater j ~ 
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only one hundred and forty-two had trades ; that one thousand five 

hundred and thirty-eight were servants, one thousand eight hundred 

and fifty-four prostitutes, and one thousand one hundred and four 

without any regular occupations. If, as undoubtedly is the fact in 

regard to most of them, we add this number to the one thousand 

eight hundred and fifty-four, we shall have two thousand nine hun- 

dred and fifty-eight, or sixty-two and nine-tenths per cent of unchaste 

‘women. 

The following comparative view of the statistics of 1848 and 

1849, affords some interesting particulars: 

Increase 
within 

1848. 1849. the year. Decr’se. 

Whole No. of prisoners received within 

the yeary..sceececccecssceerecs 12,584 14,173 1,547 

Whole No. of males, ... 7,799 9,510 1,711 

do females, ... 4,785 4,663 122 

do . 532948 416 

Committed for examination, 2,610 3,031 420 

4,280 5,015 725 

1,693 1,777 84 

Vagrancy, .eseerrere 1,629 2,060 

Assault, ....seeeeee+ J,114 1,313 199 

Grand larceny,....++. 257-295 38 

Burglary, ...+seseeee 77 =a 34 

Murder, ...eceee eee 5 7 2 

Disorderly conduct,... 353 507 254 

ee 

Intoxication, ....-ee. 

Petit larceny,....+++ 

THE PENITENTIARY+ 

Probably no prison in the world so greatly needs entire reform in 

its plan and discipline, as our county penitentiary on Blackwell’s 

_ Island. It has too long been famous, not only as being one of the larg- 

_ est, but one of the worst governed prisons in christendom. 

The governors, doubtless, are not blameworthy for the wrong sys- 

tem which they found in existence when they came into power. But 

we regret that in their report there is no allusion to the generally 

excellent rematks of the warden of the penitentiary, on this and 

kindred subjects. In truth, this whole subject of prison discipline is 

one with which they have got to grapple. And we have an abiding 

confidence that it will yet be found that their appointment will secure 

may 
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the changes in the plans and discipline of our city prisons, for which 
ous ssociation has so long striven in vain. Such a result would 
indeed entitle them to the confidence and respect of the community, 

The warden of the penitentiar i ; y reports the following receipts and 
discharges from June 1, 1849, to December 31, 1849, inclusive: 

Males from court, 472 al a 
vee tees eees nee e 549 

seen eee e eee esees 1008 

for vagrancy, 
Females for ‘ 

“ “ 

2109 

Discharged. 

By expiration of sentence, males,..... 
ee cc . females, ........0.- 

By habeas corpus, females, ........000- 
“ males, . vse sssecccccees a 

By death, males,......ccseecececscecs . 

«females, ..... eeeee ee eee m ana eaeesacen 

Remaining in Prison Dee. 31, 1849. 

Of foreign birth, males and females, 

native born,  “ “ 
cae net cene 

wwe cree cane   
Of the whole number since June 1, 1849: 

Convicted of petit larceny ; ry, 425; assault and battery, 115; 
misdemeanors, 12; vagrancy, 1557; total, 2109. ” 5 other 

here escapes are noted in the amount of discharges; the report in 
h at respect is undoubtedly defective, as a large number are said to 
ave been discharged during the year. 

eon’ regret that the warden has not given us any account of the 
ees and disbursements of the Institution. It was hoped and ex- 

ed that when the ten governors assumed the control of this Insti- 

[Assembly, No. 198.] 4  
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tution, they would yearly present an intelligible account of the finan- 

cial operations. Such a course seems to be absolutely necessary, 

to enable us to compare it with other similar institutions. 

WORK-HOUSE. 

This new establishment, from the character of its organization, 

and the wisdom, energy and skill with which it is conducted, pro- 

mises to be the most interesting, as well as orderly and successful 

institution of our city. It has now only been in operation since the 

15th of June, and already the receipts, with only about two 

hundred and fifty convicts average about two thousand dollars a 

week, or over one hundred thousand dollars a year, a greater 

amount than is earned by the eight hundred in the Peni- 

tentiary. The Institution, however, at present, labors under one 

great disadvantage, which it should be the duty of the proper au- 

“thorities immediately to remedy. We refer to the necessity of a pro- 

per building, separate and apart from the alms-house, which shall be 

competent to contain not only all the paupers who may voluntarily 

avail themselves of the benefit of the Institution, but all the va- 

.. grants who are now committed to the Penitentiary. The building 

should be so arranged as to afford complete separation of these two 

classes, and allow the classification of each. It is due to the city, in 

providing for this department of our prison and alms-house, that we 

should have a building constructed after the most approved models, and 

combining all the modern improvements. Such a building, in the 

hands and under the control of the present warden, would not only 

be creditable to our city as a model Institution, but would also be- 

come a souree of considerable revenue; nor is it improbable that it 

might pay the expenses of its support, on the one hand, while it 

should act as a deterring agent on the other, and keep those drones 

away from our charities and our prisons, who have habitually lived 

upon the city for years, because they were too lazy to work. 

January 31, 1850. 

Dear Sin—In conformity with my promise I intended to have 

given you ere this a brief statement of the beginning and the pro- 

gress we have made in the work house department under the “ ten 

governors.” But the press of business and duties devolving upon 

me in adjusting accounts, inventories, &c., &c., I trust you will 

deem as a sufficient apology for the delay. 

g No. 198.] 61 

, On the 14th of June, 37 persons, in accordance with the law 
fF passed April 11, 1849, committed themselves to the work house for 

three months each. With this number operations were commenced 
and under the most unfavorable circumstances, being compelled to 
make the beginning with such persons as were already in the alms 
house, and fit subjects too for receiving the charities of the city. 
A much larger number of able bodied men in the alms house, on 
being informed that they must either commit thez:selves to the work 
house or leave the island, chose the latter, rather uian subject them- 

selves to labor conducted on the principle of order and regularity. 
saying that they “ did not come to the poor house to labor. neither 

would they; that they had been heavily taxed to support these seve-~ 
ral institutions, and now in their turn were entitled to all their ad- 

vantages. A large majority of these, as well as those subsequently 
taely ne were old and infra, or diseased in some way, and en- 

| In the latter part of August the governors began to commit to the 
work house from their office in the park, most of whom were a bet- 
ter class of men, and sufficiently competent to do a fair day’s labor. 
We are dependent upon the warden of the alms house for boarding 

: and lodging our men, and indeed for every convenience required to 
carry on the operations of the work house.   It is utterly impossible to make a very satisfactory test of the 

, practicability of a work house without adequate means to restrain 
: habits of idleness and intemperance, and conveniences for the classi- 
, fication of the inmates. But as the experiment had to be made with 
tthe best means at my disposal, 1 entered upon the duties of superin- 
tendent with many forebodings of the result. I have no kesitation 
however in saying, from daily and careful observation, that with 
buildings properly adapted for a work house, with a view to the 
classification of the various grades of characters, and with stringent 
rules and regulations for its good government, that it will not only 
ameliorate and improve the moral condition of the inmates, but it 

will be more satisfactory to the tax payers of the city of New- 
York, 

A work house will improve the penitentiary system in various 
ways. It will enable you to separate crime and poverty, or in other 

words the “court prisoners” from the vagrant, and relieve it of 
More than half of its population, and remove the embarrassments 
treated by its present crowded state. The penitentiary is large  
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enough with this arrangement to accommodate the city of New-York 
with her increase of population, for the next ten years. 

The aggregate number of commitments to the work house from 
the 14th June to the 31st day of December inclusive, is 425, 

During the same period we have discharged, 
Died, ------- ere cree steerer crt st setae enee 
Ran away, 
Sent to Bellevue Hospital, 
Sent to Lunatic Asylum, 

Males on hand, 
Females on hand, 

Aggregate,------+++-+--++- sec ne et teeeesersanee 

Of the 425 males there were under 20 years of age, 
Between 20 and 30 years, 

ec 30 ce 

“ 40 “ 

ee 50 ri 

oy 60 ce 

And over 70 years, 

Their places of nativity are as follows, viz: 

Scotland, 
France,- -----+----- cee eo eee entree nee 
Germany,- ---- -+--2- +0202 2c tere center eee e ence 
Holland, 
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Connecticut,- ~----0.-+-----ne eee eee eee eee ee eee 

Maine, 

New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 

New-York, 

New Jersey, ------0---22----e eee eee nee ee nee eeeee 
Vermont, 

Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, . 
Rhode Island, -- +--+ ------- 225-2 e eee ene e ee eee ene 
Unknown, P
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Natives, 

Aggregate, 

From the 14th of June to the .3lst of December inclusive, we 

have received about 19,000 days work, more than one-half of which 
will compare well with labor performed on any public work in the 
country. 

Very respectfully yours, 
HARMON ELDRIDGE, 

Supt. Work House. 
Messrs, Resp, Russert, and others, 

Committee of Examination, 

John D, Russ, M. D., Dear Sir,—Subjoined is a statement giving 
you the amount of debits and credits of the Work House Department, 
rom the 14th June to the 31st December, 1849, based upon a scale 

f prices which I will more fully explain in another place. 

k. To amount of inventory of tools, &c., 
when we began, 

amount of requisitions on the store- 
keeper, as per his bill, 

amount paid citizen carpenters, &c., 
amount paid inmates for services 

over their board and clothing, -- 
paid salaries to officers, 
board bill allowed alms-house at 2 

dojlars per weék for each inmate 
of the Work House, 

$836 93 

28,500 25 
474 50 

275 70 
1,466 41 

6,398 77   $37,952 56  
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Cr. By amount of goods manufactured and 

turned into the store, 

labor done at alms-house and gra- 

ding, filling dock, fences, sea 

wall, &«., 

Jabor done, &c., lunatic asylum,-- 

labor of store-keeper, 
labor in nurseries, &c., 

sundries, Penitentiary, 

inventory on the 31st December, -- 

J. R’s acct. picking wool, 

accounts against officers, 

$25,433 25 

5,826 83 
922 70 
718 65 
55 37 
21 67 

12,387 08 
47 02 
27 87 

45,440 44 

7,487 $8 

The articles manufactured and delivered to the store-keeper, such 

as the various articles of clothing, shoes, coopers’ ware, tin ware, 

coffins, baking the bread for all the public institutions, and some 

articles of carpenters’ labor, I will refer you to the list of prices I gave 

you a day or two ago. But for grading in earth and rock, making 

sea-wall, stone and wood fences, sewers, dry wall, &c., I have 

charged 6s. per day, for able bodied men, and for those who coul 

not shovel, wheel the barrow, or get out stone from the quarries, I 

have charged 2s. and 3s. per day, according to their physical 

abilities. 

These prices were fixed for my own gratification and convenience, 

without authority or direction, further than to give the number of 

days work, and at what kind of work. In the account I gave yr 

a day or two ago, I gave the number of cubic yards of earth an 

rock that had been removed, and the prices, &c. 

In great haste, 
I am truly yours, 

H. ELDRIDGE. 

The report of the ten governors shows that the number of days 

work performed in this institution during the above period, ne 

been 27,179, the average number of prisoners 148 nearly, and the 

number of working days 184, making the earnings of each prison 

er, $73,98, for the whole period, or about 40 cents a day, an amo 

only a fraction less than the average daily earnings in our Stal 

prisons, evidently showing that if it should ever happen that ov 
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city institutions should be thoroughly and efficiently organized, pau- 
perism and crime would in a measure cease to be such a drain upon 
the public treasury as heretofore. 

PRISON DISCIPLINE COMMITTEE. 

The labors of this committee have been almost entirely suspended 
for the year, by the prohibition to our examination of the prisons of 
the State. - 

Long sensible, as we have been, of the stationary condition of our 

prison plans and discipline, it has been our most anxious desire, from 
the very organization of our association, so to collect and collate 
facts as they are daily occurring in our own Institutions, with the 
experience of other States and countries, as to educe therefrom the 
gteat principles which must lie at the basis of all sound reform. It 
is indeed true, that intelligent observers elsewhere are gradually ap- 
proximating to identity of views on the questions of prison plans 
and discipline. In our own State, however, there is, and for a long 

time has been, a lamentable contentment with things as they are, 

Little has been done by the public authorities towards impartial and 
extended investigation ; but few individuals amongst us have es- 
teemed the subject one worthy of their attention, and so ignorance 
holds undisputed sway over us. And thus it will be until the prac- 
tical workings of our plans are brought to view, scrutinized and 
examined by those who have no personal or political purposes to 
subserve. 

In connection with this subject, we would here direct attention toa 
letter presented in the appendix, proposing certain improvements in 

prisons and prison discipline. As however, the committee have had 
no opportunity of examining and discussing this matter, they are 
unable at present to express any opinion thereon, other than to offer 
it as presenting new views on highly interesting and important sub- 
jects. 

At another time, the committee hope to contribute something 
to the general fund of knowledge in relation to plans of prisons and 
modes of government and discipline. 

The following table, marked A, presents 2 comparative view of 

the statistics of different prisons.  
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EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Maine, 1848: 

oe. Among the “ Average length of sentences,”’ are included two to be 

hanged. Under the head ‘all other crimes,” are incest 2, polyga- 

my 2, total 4, And for 1849, incest 1, and assault with intent to rob 1, 

total 2. 

Vermont, 1849: 

b. The report shows no record of age, crimes, period of imprisonment, 

birth, &c. 

Bhode Island: 

‘nder the head “all other crimes,”’ are destroying amill dam I. 

Connecticut : 

c. Crimes for those only who were received during the year. No record 

of ages, length of sentences, births, &c. Under head ‘all other 

crimes,”’ are horse stealing 2, breaking jail 2, incest 1, high crimes }, 

total 6. 

Auburn : 

Under head ‘all other erimes,”? abduction I, crime against nature 3, 

jneest and attempt 4, kidnapping 1, seduction 1, embezzlement 4, break- 

ing jail or aiding 3, receiving stolen goods 1, total 18. 

Sing Sing: 
; 

g. 187 for burglary instead of 127, asreported to the inspectors by the 

chaplain. He, however, assures us that 127 isa typographical error, 

and that 187 is correct. Under head ‘all other crimes” are incest 2, 

mayhem 2, crime against nature 2, stealing child 1, receiving stolen 

goods 10, unaccounted for 6, total 23. 

Clinton : 

Under head ‘all other crimes,” assault with intent to rob 1. 

New Jersey: 
; 

¢. There seems to be a discrepancy between the sum total of crimes and 

the sum total of other facts reported for this prison, the total of 

the other facts being 185—that of crimes is found to be only 183. Un- 

der the head ‘all other crimes,” are assault and battery 25, breaking 

prison 4, burning 4, cutting timber 1, keeping disorderly house 7, ma- 

licious mischief 1, misdemeanor HH, riot 5, sodomy 1, uttering altered 

pank notes 1, total 60. 

Western Penitentiary, Pa.: 

Among “all other crimes,” conspiracy 2. 

Maryland 

‘Under head ‘all other crimes,” felony 71, kidnapping 2, assisting slaves 

to run away 4, receiving stolen goods 3, enticing slaves to run away 2 

enticing and harboring slave 1, assault on the high seas 1, total 90. 

Virginia : 
; ; 

f Under head séJarceny,*’ are included slave stealing 4, carrying off 

slaves 6, aiding slaves to abscond 3, horse stealing 22, mule stealing 2, 

hog stealing 1, Under head <allother crimes,” are maiming and 

wounding 4, receiving stolen goods 1, embezzlement 1, total 6. 

Tennessee : 
Under head “all other crimes,?’? malicious shooting 2, seducing slaves 2 

polygamy 1, felony 2, persuading slaves to leave 1, selling a freeman 

of color 2, giving slaves forged passes 1, felonious assault 1, malicious 

stabbing 5, barnburning 1, special act of Legislature 1, total 19. 
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Georgia: g- There seems to bea discrepancy between the sum total of crimes and 

the sum total of other facts reported for this prison—the sum total 

of other facts being 1153, while that of crimes appears to be but 

1145. Underthe head * All other crimes,” are altering bills I, assault 

and battery 6, aiding to escape 3, bestiality 3, breach of trust 2, cheat- 

ing and swindling 3, escape 6, embezzlement 1, gambling with negroes 

4, harboring slaves 1, illegal voting 2, inveigiing slaves 14, illegal re- 

sidence 3, kidnapping 2, mayhem 7, misdemeanor 16, polygamy 2, riot 

8, receiving stolen goods 2, sodomy J, vagrancy 23, total 110. 

Indiana : h. Under head «intent to kill,” are for assault and battery with intent 

to murder 1, burglary and assault and battery with intent to murder 1, 

bur ‘ary and larceny with intent to murder 1, adminiserting poison to 

commit murder 1. . 
i. Under head “rape and attempt,’’ assault and battery and larceny with 

intent to commit rape 1. Under head ‘<all other crimes,” receiving 

stolen goods 1, incest 1, kidnapping 1, total 3. 

Ohio: j» There seems to bea discrepancy of 10 in the total of ages. Under 

head «all other crimes,” are assault with intent to rob 2, attempt to 

commit arson 3, carnal knowledge of an insane woman 1, horse steal- 

ing 31, incest 1, making and keeping counterfeiting tools 1, receiving 

stolen goods 1, stealing money from Post Office 1, stealing bank bills 3, 

stabbing with intent to wound 1, stealing letters and money from mail 

1, stealing and embezzling from mail 1, malicious shooting], uttering 

and publishing promissory notes 1, total 49. 

Massachusetts. Among ‘all others,’’ are incest 1, assault with intent to rob 1, common 

and notorious thief 22, lewd and lascivious cohabitation 3, receiving 

stolen goods 3, attempt to break and enter a bank with intent to steal 

2, stealing 1, polygamy 1, accessary to larceny before the fact 1, sodo- 

my 2, total 37. 

k. Under head ‘average length of imprisonment,” one sentence is un- 

ted for. (1.) R ission of t 

pardons. . 

Diinois, 1848; 2. Age of one unaccounted for. 

in all cases is included with 

m. Under head « larceny,” one under two charges. Under all others” 

receiving stolen goods 2. 
*. Since last report, 6th Dec. 1846, 33 pardoned by Gov. of Illinois; one 

pardoned by President of United States; two discharged by order of 

Supreme Court; ten died, three escape. 

Michigan, 1849: 0, Ages unaccounted for. 
p- Crimes for those received ‘ during the year,”? only—‘* all others,” 

assault with intent to rob and steal 1, crime against nature 1, receiving 

stolen goods 1, total 3. 
q. Sentences and average length of imprisonment for those received 

‘* during the year only.” 

Eastern State.Penitentiary: * Age, crime, length of imprisonment, birth, recom- 

mitments, are for the number received during the year only. Under 

the head ‘all other crimes,” are horse stealing 4, receiving stolen 

goods 1, riot 16, kidnapping 2, malicious mischief 1, conspiracy 2, 

total 26. The average length of imprisonment is for 127 only, 1 being 

confined for lunacy—no term given. 

Kentucky: ‘{jAmong “‘all others,” are horse stealing 29, assisting slaves to run 

away 4, fraud 1, sheep stealing J, stealing slaves 1, total 37,  
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Numper Receivep axnp Discwareen. 

Maine, 1848 —Number of convicts in prison April 30, 1847, 70 ; 

received since, 22; discharged on expiration of sentence, 21; par- 

doned, 2; removed to the Insane hospital, 2; remaining April 30, 
1848, 67. 

New Hampshire, 1849.-—Number of convicts July 1st, 1848, 77; 
since received, 17; discharged by expiration of sentence, 9; pardon- 
ed, 2; died, 1; remaining in confinement May 31, 1849, 82, of whom 

80 are males and 2 are females. 

Vermont.— Whole number in confinement September 1, 1848, 52; 
since received, 34; discharged by “expiration of sentence, 13; par- 

doned, 6; died, 4; escaped, 1; leaving in confinement September 1st, 
1849, 62. 

Rhode Island.—Number of convicts in prison 30th September, 
1848, 20; since received, 16, which with 2 returned escaped con- 
victs, makes 38; discharged by expiration of service, 4; by General 
Assembly, 4; died, 2, leaving 30th September, 1849, 28; 27 males 

and 1 female. 

Connecticut.—Number in confinement March 31, 1848, 150; since 

received, 57; discharged by expiration of sentence, 34; pardoned, 
7; died, 9; leaving in confinement March 31st, 1849, white males, 

105, colored males, 36; white females, 10, colored females, 6; to- 
tal 157. 

Auburn. —The number in prison December Ist, 1848, was 452; 

since received, 298; discharged by expiration of sentence, 118; par- 

doned by the Governor, 12; by the president, 2; died, 7; sent to 

Lunatic Asylum, 2; leaving in prison December Ist, 1849, 609. 

Sing Sing. —The number of male convicts in prison December Ist, 
1848, was 611; since received, 214; number transferred from Clin- 
ton prison to this, 30; returned from Lunatic Asylum, cured, 1; an 

escape retaken, 1; discharged by expiration of sentence, 133; par- 
doned, 11; taken out on writ of habeas corpus, 1; died by sickness, 

19; accidentally killed, 2; escaped and not retaken, 3; drowned 
in attempting to escape, 1; shoemakers transferred tof Auburn prison, 

14; removed to the House of Refuge, N. Y., (juvenile,) 1; total of 

#- male convicts remaining in prison December 1, 1849, 672. 
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Number of female convicts in this prison December Ist, 1848, 83; 

received during the year ending November 31st, 1849, 29; discharg- 
ed by expiration of sentence, 32; pardoned, 2; total of female con- 
victs remaining in prison December Ist, 1849, 78. 

Clinton.—The number in prison December Ist, 1848, was 163, 

received during the year, 65; discharged by expiration of sentence, 
33; pardoned, 4; died, 4; sent to Lunatic Asylum, 1; removed to 
Auburn and Sing Sing prisons, 62; remaining in prison on Ist De- 
cember, 1849, 124. 

New Jersey.—In prison December 31st, 1848, 176; since received, 

108; discharged by expiration of sentence, 79; pardoned, 17; deaths, 

3, (one of which was from the hands of a fellow prisoner who was 

insane,) leaving in confinement on the 31st day of December, 1849, 
185. 

Western Penitentiary, Pa.—Remaining in prison from the past 

year, 115; since received, 84; discharged by expiration of sentence, 
54; pardoned, 15; died, 7; remaining January Ist, 1850, 123. 

Maryland.—Remaining in prison November 30th, 1848, 258; re- 

ceived during the year ending November 30, 1849, 78; discharged 

by expiration of sentence, 75; pardoned, 11; died, 21; leaving in 
confinement 30th November, 1849, 229. 

Virginia.—In prison October Ist, 1848, white 117, colored 83, 

total 200; received from October Ist, 1848 to September 30th, 1849, 

white 43, colored 13, total 56; discharged by expiration of sentence, 

white 24, colored 8, total 32; pardoned, white 9, colored 2, total 11; 

died, white 7, colored 7, total 14; remaining 30th September, 1849, 
white 120, colored 79, total 199. 

Tennessee.—In confinement September 30, 1847, 195; since re- 
ceived, 124; discharged by expiration of sentence, 41; by law of 
i836, 54; by general pardon, 14; died, 18; remaining in prison 
September 30, 1849, 192. 

Georgia.—In prison October 2d, 1848, 98; sinee received, 31; 
discharged by pardon from Legislature of 1847, 1; executive pardon, 
33; died, 3, leaving in prison Oct. 1st, 1849, 92.  
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Indiana.—In confinement 30th November, 1848, 140; since re- 

ceived, 45; discharged-by expiration of sentence, 31; pardoned, 8; 

died, 12; escaped, 2; remanded back for a new trial by Supreme 

Court, 1; now in confinement, 13). 

Ohio.—Number in confinement 30th November, 1848, was 425; 

since received, 156; discharged by expiration of sentence, 58; par- 

doned by Governor, 58; pardoned by President U. States, 4; died 

from cholera, 115; from other disease, 6; writ of error, 1; escape 

during the cholera, 3; leaving in prison November 30th, 1849, 336. 

‘Massachusetts—The whole number remaining in prison October 

ist, 1848, was 281; since received, 190; escaped retaken, 1; total 

472; discharged during the year ending September 30th, 1849, by 

expiration of sentence, 104; by remission of sentence, 15; by pardon, 

1; died, 3; leaving in prison September 30th, 1849, 349. 

Maine, 1849.——Number in prison April 30th, 1848, 47; since re- 

ceived, 19; total 86; discharged on expiration of sentence, 16; par- 

doned, 3; remaining in prison April 30th, 1849, 67. 

Illinois, 1848.—Number in prison 6th December, 1846, 137; 

since received, 115; discharged by expiration of sentence, 85; par- 

doned by Governor, 33; by the President of the U.S., 1; by order 

of the Supreme Court, 2; died, 10; escaped, 3; leaving in prison the 

1st of January, 1849, 118. 

Michigan.—Number in prison November 30th, 1848, 128; receiv- 

ed during the year ending November 30, 1849, 31; discharged by 

pardon, 16; by expiration of sentence, 30; escaped, 2; died, 1; re- 

maining in prison November 30th, 1849, 110. 

Eastern Penitentiary —Number in prison January Ist, 1850, 299; 

received during the year, 128; discharged by expiration of sentence, 

81; by pardon, 34; by death, 6. 

Texas.—Number in prison April 22d, 1850, 6; received during 15 

months, 6; discharged, none; pardoned, none; died, none; recom- 

mitt ed, none. 

Kentucky.—Number in prison December 1st, 1848, 161; received 

during the year ending December Ist, 1849, 52; discharged by ex- 
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piration of sentence, 42; by pardon, 23; died, 4; escaped, 3; re- 
maining in prison December ist, 1849, 141. 

Nativity. 

Maine, 1848.—Born in Maine 37, Massachusetts 6, England 2, 

Halifax 1, Ireland 9, Pennsylvania 1, New-York 3, New-Hampshire 
2, Nova Scotia 1, Scotland 2, Virginia 1, Unknown 1, total 67. 

Maine, 1849.—Maine 41, Massachusetts .4, New Hampshire 3, 
England 2, Halifax 1, Ireland 8, Pennsylvania 1, New-York 3, Nova 

Scotia 1, Scotland 2, Virginia 1, total 67. 

New-Hampshire, 1849.—New-Hampshire 45, Canada 2, England 
3, Germany 2, Ireland 9, Maine 4, Massachusetts 7, New-York 6, 
Vermont 4, total 82. 

Massachusetts, 1849.—Canada 7, Massachusetts 124, Connecticut 
9, Delaware 1, District of Columbia 1, England 23, France 2, Geor- 

gia 1, Germany 4, Ireland 55, Louisiana 2, Maine 16, Maryland 1, 
New-Jersey 4, New-Hampshire 19, New-York 32, North Carolina 3, 
Nova Scotia 6, Ohio 2, Pennsylvania 3, Rhode Island 11, Scotland 
6, Vermont 5, Virginia 2, Texas 1, Florida 1, Ojibewa Nation 1, 
New-Brunswick 3, Prince Edward’s Island 1, Cuba 1, Barbadoes 1, 

New-Holland 1, total 349. 

Rhode Island, 1849. — England 3, Ireland 4, Massachusetts 4, 
New-York 4, Nova Scotia 1, Rhode Island 11, Scotland 1, total 28. 

NM. Y., Auburn, 1849.—Canada 15, East Indies 1, England 37, 

France 2, Germany 19, Hungary 1, Ireland 56, Russia 1, Scotland 
6, Sweden 1, United States 469, West Indies 1, total 609. 

WN. Y., Sing Sing, 1849—Male and Female Prisons.—At sea 3, 

Belgium 1, Canada 11, England 44, France 3, Germany 52, [reland 

144, Italy 1, Mexico 1, Scotland 12, South America 2, United States 
447, Unknown 1, West Indies 5, total 727. 

WN. Y., Clinton. 1849. — Canada 10, England 3, Germany 7, Ire- 
land 17, New South Wales 1, Poland 1, Scotland 3, United States 
83, total 124.  
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New-Jersey, 1849.—Canada 4, Connecticut 2, Delaware 1, Eng- 

land 7, Germany 5, Ireland 20, Italy 2, Maine 1, Maryland 3, New- 
Jersey 90, New-York 37, Pennsylvania 19, Scotland 1, South-Caro- 
lina 1, Vermont 1, Virginia 1, total 185. 

Pennsylvania, 1849—Western Penitentiary —At sea 1, Canada 2, 
Connecticut 2, England 3, France 1, Germany 13, Ireland 10, Ken- 

tucky 4, Louisiana 1, Maine 1, Maryland 8, Massachusetts 2, New- 

York 13, Ohio 2, Pennsylvania 48, Poland 2, Prussia 1, Scotland 
1, Vermont 1, Virginia 6, Wales 1, total 123. 

Pennsylvania, 1849—Eastern Penitentiary.—Canada 2, Delaware 

2, District of Columbia 2, England 3, Georgia 1, Germany 18, Ire- 

land 22, Kentucky 1, Louisiana 1, Maine 1, Maryland 8, New Jersey 

5, New-York 8, Pennsylvania 48, Poland 1, Prussia 1, Scotland 1, 

Virginia 3, total 128. (The number received during the year only.) 

Maryland, 1849.~~Delaware 2, District of Columbia 1, England 1, 

Germany 24, Ireland 8, Indiana 1, Kentucky 1, Louisiana 2, Mary- 

land 155, Massachusetts 4, New-Jersey 1, New-York 4, Ohio 1, 

Pennsylvania 10, Rhode Island 1, Scotland 2, South Carolina 1, Vir- 
ginia 7, Mississippi 1, Wales 1, West Indies 1, total 229. 

Virginia, 1849.—England 1, Germany 2, Ireland 1, Kentucky 2, 

Maine 1, Maryland 4, New-Jersey 1, New-York 5, North Carolina 3, 
Ohio 3, Pennsylvania 3, Scotland 2, South Carolina 2, Tennessee 5, 
Virginia 164, total 199. 

Tennessee, 1849.—Alabama 4, Delaware 1, England 1, Georgia 4, 

Indiana 1, Mlinois 2, Ireland 3, Kentucky 14, Louisiana 1, Maryland 
1, New-York 5, North Carolina 31, Ohio’ 7, Pennsylvania, 3, Prussia 
1, South Carolina 9, Tennessee 84, Virginia 20, total 192. 

Indiana, 1849,—Alabama 2, Arkansas 1, Canada 2, Connecticut 

2, District of Columbia 1, England 5, France 3, Germany 5, Indi- 
ana 17, Illinois 3, Ireland 4, Kentucky 6, Louisiana 2, Maryland 2, 
Massachusetts 1, Missouri 1, New Jersey 1, New York 14, North 

Carolina 7, Ohio 19, Pennsylvania 12, South Carolina 1, Switzerland 

1, Tennessee 7, Vermont 2, Virginia 10, total 131. 

Ohio, 1849.— Arkansas 1, Canada 3, Connecticut 10, Delaware 3, 

District of Columbia 1, England 9, France 3, Georgia 1, German 
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18, Indiana 2, Ireland 19, Kentucky 16, Louisiana 5, Maine 1, Ma- 
ryland 8, Massachusetts 5, New Jersey 5, New Hampshire 4, New 
York 49, North Carolina 5, Ohio 59, Pennsylvania 56, Rhode Island 

1, Scotland 2, South Carolina 1, Tennessee 1, Vermont 9, Virginia 

36, Wales 1, Mississippi 1, Isle of Man 1, total 336. 

Illinois, 1849.—Alabama 1, Canada 4, Connecticut 2, England 3, 
France 1, Georgia 1, Germany 7, Indiana 1, Illinois 6, Ireland il, 

Kentucky 10, Maine 1, Maryland 2, Missouri 3, New Jersey 1, New 
York 19, North Carolina 4, Ohio 10, Pennsylvania 6, Prussia 1, Scot- 
Jand 2, South Carolina 1, Tennessee 8, Vermont 6, Virginia 7, to- 
tal 118. 

Kentucky, 1849.—Kentucky 44, Virginia 18, Pennsylvania 13, 
New-York 11, Ireland 1C, Ohio 7, Indiana 5, Alabama 5, North Car. 
olina 5, Germany 4, Tennessee 4, Maryland 3, Scotland 2, South 
Carolina 2, Delaware 3, England 1, France 1, Louisiana 1, District 
of Columbia 1, New Jersey J, Vermont 1, Massachusetts 1, total 141. 

Counties wHere Convicrep. 

Maine, 1848.—Lincoln 8, Washington 4, Franklin 1, Penobscot: 
9, Cumberland 29, York 5, Oxford 3, Kennebec 4, Waldo 2, Som- 
erset 2, total 67. 

New Hampshire.—Hillsborough 18; Grafton 17, Rockingham 11, 
Strafford 15, Coos 1, Merrimack 8, Cheshire 6, Sullivan 3, Belknap 
3, total 82. 

Vermont.—Bennington 1, Windham 4, Rutland 7, Windsor 4, 
Addison 1, Orange 3, Chittenden 6, Washington 1, Franklin 5, Grand 
Isle 1, Lamoille 1, total 34. (The number received during the past 
year.) 

Rhode Island.—Unaccounted for. 

Connecticut.—Unaccounted for. 

New-York—Auburn,—Albany 28, Allegany 5, Broome 3, Cattar- 

augus 1, Cayuga 23, Chautauque 9, Chemung 8, Chenango 6, Clin- 

ton 1, Columbia 1, Cortiand 4, Delaware 3, Dutchess 1, Erie 135, 

Nore.—The other States have no nativity given. 

[Assembly, No. 198.] 5  
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Essex 1, Franklin 1, Fulton 2, Genesee 7, Greene 2, Herkimer 6, 

Jefferson 26, Kings 1, Lewis 2, Livingston 14, Madison 6, Monroe 

67, Montgomery 2, New-York 9, Niagara 10, Onondaga 43, Oneida 

38, Ontario 19, Orleans 14, Oswego 14, Otsego 9, Queens 2, Rens- 

selaer 16, Saratoga 10, Schoharie 3, Seneca 8, Steuben 10, St. Law- 

rence 5, Tioga 5, Tompkins 4, Washington 1, Wayne 9, Wyoming 

10, Yates 5, total 609. 

Sing Sing. —New-York 402, Albany 41, Dutchess 39, Queens 18, 

Washington 6, Rockland 8, Delaware 3, Richmond 4, Oneida 4, 

Schenectady 2, Montgomery 2, Schoharie 1, Onondaga 2, Ontario 2, 

Steuben 1, Madison 1, Kings 92, Orange 28, Westchester 19, Co- 

lumbia 13, Rensselaer 7, Suffolk 6, Ulster 3, St. Lawrence 5, Clinton 

Q, Jefferson 2, Essex 1, Putnam 1, Greene 1, Fulton 1, Saratoga 1, 

Franklin 1, Monroe 5, Niagara 3, Chemung 1, Erie 7, Orleans 1, 

total 727. 

Clinton.— Albany 10, Clinton 10, Erie 1, Essex 10, Columbia 5, 

Franklin 2, Fulton 3, Greene 1, Herkimer 2, Jefferson 2, Kings 1, 

Madison 4, Montgomery 5, New-York }, Oneida 3, Onondaga 1, Os- 

wego 2, Rensselaer 12, Saratoga 5, Schenectady 12, Schoharie 2, 

Sullivan 2, St. Lawrence 13, Ulster 4, Warren 1, Washington 10, 

total 124. 

New-Jersey.—Atlantic 2, Bergen 6, Burlington 14, Camden 11, 

Cape May 1, Cumberland 4, Essex 32, Gloucester 2, Hudson 16, 

Hunterdon 1, Mercer 9, Middlesex 13, Monmouth 12, Morris 11, 

Passaic 32, Salem 8, Somerset 4, Sussex 5, Warren 1, United States, 

New-Jersey district, 1, total 185. 

Western Penitentiary, Pennsylvania.—Aleghany 53, Armstrong 

5, Bedford 5, Beaver 3, Butler 5, Clarion 1, Erie 11, Fayette 9, 

Green J, Huntington 3, Jefferson 1, Mercer 10, Somerset 1, Venango 

2, Westmoreland 4, Potter 1, Crawford 2, Indiana 2, Blair 2, Clear- 

field 1, Warren 1, total 123. 

Maryland.—Baltimore City 189, Baltimore County 8, Prince 

George’s 9, Anne Arundel 7, Dorchester 7, Washington 5, Talbot 4, 

Hi. Dist. A. A. Co. 4, Calvert 5, Frederick 5, Harford 4, Cecil 4, 

Charles 4, Somerset 7, Kent 8, Montgomery 3, U.S. Cr. of Md. 3; 
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Allegany Co. 5 Ann’ : 

1, total 230. » Queen Ann’s 5, Caroline 2, St. Mary’s 1, Worcester 

Virginia. Unaccounted for. 

Tennessee.— Davidson 32, Fayette 3, Hardin 4, Madison 13, Ma- 

rion 2, Wilson 2, Grainger 8, Coffee 4, Hamilton 2, Johnson 2, Obion 

3, Wealley 2, Gibson 1, Knox 1, Monroe 3, Stewart 3, Humphreys 
2, Henderson 4, Carrol 2, McMinn 5, Hardeme» 3, Washington 3 
Jackson 4, Green 2, Williamson 1, Rhea 1, Henry 2 Warren 1, 

Giles 1, Shelby 20, Anderson 1, Campbell 2, Marshall 2 ” Hawkins 2, 
Wayne 4, White 3, Polk 1, Fentress 1, Overton 6 "Haywood 1, 
Montgomery 1, Maurey 2, Cannon 1, Bedford 4, Sevier 3, Tipton 2, 

Lawrence 1, Van Buren 1, Lincoln 2, Carter 4, Hickman 1, Franklin 
3, Dickson 1, Bl ‘eal 9. » Bledsoe 2, Sumner 1, Jefferson 1, Perry 3, Roane 1, 

Georgia.— Unaccounted for. 

Indiana.—Adams 1, Bartholomew 1, Carroll 2, Clark.1, Crawford 

1, Allen 4, Cass 2, Davies 1, Dearborn 5, Delaware 1 "Rlkhart 3 

Floyd 9, Dubois 2, Fountain 1, Fulton 2, Gibson 2, Grant 1 Green 

1, Hancock 1, Harrison 2, Jefferson 8, Jennings 1, Knox 4 "Kosei 

usko 1, Laporte 3, Lake 2, Martin 1, Marion 2, Monroe 1 Montgo- 
mery 4, Noble 2, Ohio 1, Orange 6, Owen 1, Perry 2, Pike 1, Porter 

4, Park 1, Posey 3, Randolph 2, Ripley 1, Scott 2, Rush 1, Spencer 

1, St. Joseph 1, Marshall 1, Switzerland 1, Tippecanoe 2 "Union 1 

Vermillion 1, Vigo 4, Vanderburg 8, Unknown 1, Warwick 1 Wa. 

bash 1, Washington 4, Wells 2, Wayne 4, Whitely J, total 131. 

Ohio.— Auglaize 1, Ashtabula 4, Athens 2, Belmont 4, Brown 2 
Butler 3, Clark 7, Clermont 1, Columbiana 4, Champaign 1 Craw- 
‘ord 1, Cuyahoga 32, Delaware 1, Defiance 3, Erie 4, Fairfield 3 

Franklin 5, Gallia 3, Geauga 1, Green 3, Hamilton 123, Harrison 2, 
Highland 2, Huron 10, Jefferson 4, Knox J, Lawrence 2 Lickin 3, 
Lake 1, Logan 5, Lorain 2, Lucas 15, Medina 1, Miami 1, Monroe L, 
Montgomery 4, Morgan 2, Muskingum 5, Ottawa 1, Mahoning 1, 
Pickaway 7, Portage 5, Preble 4, Richland 1, Ross 6, Sandusky 4, 

nent we perceived that the convictions exceed by one the number of priso- 

is viele crepancy arises thus: one of the prisoners was convicted under three 

ad pete Queen Ann’s, and under two in Talbot county, for similar offences, 

, each county is credited with his conviction.  
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Sciota 4, Seneca 2, Shelby 4, Stark 6, Summit 2, Trumbull 4, Tus- 

carawas 1, Union 1, Warren 6, Washington 8, Williams 1, total 336. 

‘Massachusetts —Suffolk 90, Middlesex 24, Worcester 3, Bristol 

22, Essex 8, Hampshire 2, Berkshire 8, Hampton 13, Franklin 9, 

Norfolk 5, Barnstable 1, Plymouth 5. Escaped from prison March, 

1842, and returned Oct. 1848, and convicted in Suffolk, April 1849, 

1. Total 191. (These were the number received during the past 

year.) 

Maine, 1849.—Lincoln 9, Washington 4, Penobscot 8, Cumber- 

Jand 24, York 12, Oxford 2, Kennebec 5, Waldo 1, Somerset 1, 

Franklin 1. Tot.] 67. 

Illino’s, 1848.—Montgomery 2, Sangamon 4, St. Clair 8, Morgan 

2, Madison S, Adams 1, Gallatin 3, Greene 3, Pope 1, Clay 1, Will 

1, Winnebago 3, Ogle 1, Johnson 6, Cook 22, Du Salle 1, Knox 1, 

McDonough 1, Effingham 2, Edwards 1, Hardin 1, Richland 3, 

White 2, Kane 3, De Kalb 2, Warren 5, Fayette 1, Carroll 1, Ham- 

ilton 1, Lake 1, Monroe 1, Crawford J, Scott 1, Jo Davies 7, Mc 

Lane 2, Lawrence 1, Du Page 2, Washington 2, Ogle 2, Shelby 1, 

Christian 1, Macaupin 1, Calhoun 1, Peoria 1, Macon 1, Pulaski 1, 

Total 118. 

Michigan —Wayne 15, Cathoun 3, St. Joseph 2, Jackson 2, Ma- 

comb 1, Oakland 1, Ottawa 1, Branch 1, Berrien 1, Hillsdale 1) 

Ingham 1, St. Clair J, Michilimackinac 1. Total 31, (being the 

number received during the year only.) 

Eastern Penitentiary. —Philadelphia 44, Lancaster 12, Schuylkill 

11, Monigomery 5, Bucks 4, Luzerne 8, Northampton 3, Cumber- 

land 3, Wayne 3, Franklin 5, York 3, Delaware 2, Chester 2, Miffin 

2, Centre 1, Tioga 2, Northumberland 1, Lebanon 2, Carbon 1, Wy- 

oming 1, Columbia 2, Bradford 3, Lycoming 2, Pike 1, United States 

2, Monroe 1, Lehigh 1. Total 128, (being the number received 

during the year only.) 

Kentucky.—Allen 1, Ballard 3, Bullitt 1, Bourbon 1, Brecken- 

ridge 2, Butler 1, Barren 1, Campbell 3, Carroll 1, Clarke 1, Callo- 

way 1, Caldwell 1, Casey 1, Clinton 1, Fayette 4, Fulton 2, Fleming 

2, Green 5, Graves 2, Grayson 1, Grant 2, Greenup 1, Hardin 3, 

Jefferson 58, Kenton 11, Logan 2, Livingston 1, Lincoln 2, Mason 2, 
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Madison 1, Marion 2, McCracken 1, Monroe 1, Nelson 1, Oldham 2, 
Ohio 1, Owen 1, Perry 2, Pulaski 2, Russell 2, Simpson 2, Scott 1, 

Taylor 1, Union 1, Wayne 1, Washington 1, United States Court 1 
Total 141. ‘ 

Menrat Cuurure. 

Aluburn.—Were unable to read, 126; could read but very indif- 
ferently, 87; could read and write, and had some acquaintance with 

arithmetic, 8360; had a good English education, 30; had a classical 
education, 6; have learned to read in prison, 118. 

Ctinton.— Cannot read, 32; read only, 29; read and write, 15; com- 
mon education, 46; classical education, 2. , 

Tennessee —Can read and write, 107; can read but not write, 47: 
uneducated, 38. _ 

Indiana.— Who have no education, 23; can read only, 22; can 
read and write, 89; have a good English education, 4; have a classi- 
cal education, 2. 

Kentucky.— Who are entirely destitute of education, 39; can only 
spell and read, 51; who can read and write and cypher, 34; who have 

received a general English education, 16; who have a classical edu- 
cation, 1. Tota! 141. 

Morar ano Rerigiovs Cunrure, 

Auburn.—Had religious instruction in early life, 221; had learned: 

the decalogue, 228; had learned some church catechism, 165; atten- 

ded sabbath school, 112; had little or no religious instruction 388; 

refrained from labor, generally attending church on the sabbath da : 
105; were in the habit of reading the bible before imprisonment 558, 

seldom attended church before imprisonment, 504; are in the habit 

of reading the bible now, 401; were church members before impris- 
onment, 66; indulge in a hope that they are christians now, most of 
whom think they were converted in prison, 62. 

Hasirs. 

Auburn.—Moderate drinkers, 238; intemperate drinkers, 338; 

total abstinence, 33; use tobacco, 472; were in the habit of reading 
novels before imprisonment, 201; have read them here, 137; were 

m the habit of gambling, 161; were licentious, 431; were in the  
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habit of using profane language, 501; had a trade, 193; had no 

trade, 416; were occupied when apprehended, 324; were unoccu- 

pied, 285. 

Clinton —-Temperate, 56; intemperate, 68; employed, 70; not 

employed, 54. 

Tennessee.—Temperate before conviction, 20; moderate drinkers, 

4; intemperate, 98. 

Indiuna.—Intemperate, 61; moderate drinkers,45; temperate, 25. 

Soctan Strate. 

Auburn.—Married, 284; widowers, 23; have separated from wife, 

68; those who have families have, in the aggregate, 755 children. 

Clinton. —Married, 51; unmarried, 73. 

Kentucky.—Single, 73; married, 50; widowers, 13; separated, 5. 

Total 141. 

Tennessee.—Married 116, single 76. 

Indiana.—Married 61, single 65, widowers 5 

MisceLLANEous. 

. Auburn—Had parents who were both church members, 56; had 

one parent a church member, 30; lost both parents before the age of 

sixteen, 86; lost one parent before the age of sixteen, 128; deprived 

of home before the age of sixteen, 317; left parents or guardians 

without consent, 94; *parents were universalists, 29; were roman 

catholics 82; were quakers, 4; were freewill baptists, 9; parents usu- 

ally attended episcopal church, 53; parents usually attended presby- 

terian church, 83; parents usually attended the baptist church, 84; 
parents usually attended the methodist church 160; parents of whom 
no account is given on these topics, 129; confess their guilt, 368; 
deny their guilt, 241; are now in good health, 524, think they have 

been benefited by the privileges here enjoyed, 295. 

© These items are not given as showing the bearing of different systems of reli- 

gious creeds upon the commission of crime, as the great majority of parents here 

specified, were not chureh communicants, nor even regular attendants upon the 

religious services of the church ‘they usually attended’? when they went at all; 

it is manifest that these items can have no bearing upon the relative merits of aif- 

ferent systema of faith. 
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Clinton.—In a good state of health, 88; in a poor state of health, 
28; scrofulous, 8. 

Western Penitentiary, Pa-—Married 90, unmarried 32, widowers 

and widows 1, temperate 15, moderate 11, intemperate 97—69 can 
read, 49 can read and write, and 5 can neither read nor write. 

Maryland.—Of all the prisoners admitted since Dec. 4. 1840, 
when the record commences, it appears that 252 could not read or 

write; 92 could read only; 67 received a good English education; 
251 can read and write; 6 received classical education, and 252 at- 
tended sunday schools. 

Of all the prisoners admitted since Dec. 4, 1840, 260 were left 
orphans at various ages from infancy upwards; 269 were never bound 
out; 62 were bound out and left their masters; 133 were bound out 
and served till 21 years of age; 362 unmarried; 175 married; 64 
widows and widowers; 97 were not drunkards, but drunk when com- 

mitting the offence of which they were found guilty; 160 intem- 
perate, and 371 who reported themselves of sober habits. 

Illinois, 1848.— “ At least three-fouths of the convicts could read 
and write before their commitment and quite « number have liberal 

educations. Many of those that did not know their letters before, 

have learned to read since their commitment.” 

Eastern Penitentiary.— Habits--Drank to intoxication, 68; moderate 

drinkers, 22; sober, 38; total 128. Color. White males, 101; white 
females, 2; colored males, 23; colored females, 2; total 128. Read 
and write, 80; read only, 22; could not read or write, 26; total 128. 

Married, 44; single, 72, widows and widowers, 9; separated, 3; total 
128, (all these facts are for the number received during the year only.) 

Kentucky.—Habitually intemperate, 34; occasionally intemperate, 

55; temperate, 52; total 141. 

PRISON DISCIPLINE.—(Continvsp.) 

The by-laws of the executive committee impose upcn the prison 

discipline «department the supervision of the internal organization 
and management of the prisons in which convicts are confined, em- 
bracing the moral and physical influences to be exerted on the pri- 
soners during their confinement.  
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The following general heads comprise this duty, viz: 1. Health; 

®. Reformation; 3. Financial system; 4. Administration and super- 

vision; 5. Comparison of prison systems and reforms; 6. Visitation. 

41. HEALTH——wnder which as subdivisions may be included Diet, 

Clothing, Cleanliness, Warming, Ventilation, Employments, In- 

sanity and medical treatment generally and results. 

Instead of attempting to present remarks of our own on these 

geveral subjects, we have preferred to select from the reports of all 

the prisons which have been sent us, such observations as may seem 

pertinent to the different subjects examined. We shall thus concen- 

trate the opinions of practical men who have had large experience 

- in these matters, and allow them to speak for themselves. We shall 

also in this manner exhaust their reports of whatever is interesting 

or important either to the penologist or general reader, and afford 

the advantage to each of a continuous examination of a particular 

subject instead of a tedious investigation running over twenty dif- 

ferent reports. 

Subdivision Ist, Drier; comprising manner of supply, quality, 

cost and expense. 

The rations have been supplied at Auburn and Clinton prisons, 

the last two years, by purchase by the agent.—V ew-York Inspectors’ 

Report. 

The keeper of the Tennessee State prison states that great care 

has been taken in having their food properly prepared, which has 

been of wholesome diet, consisting of beef, occasionally bacon,-— 

‘ coffee in the morning and vegetables in their season. 

The warden of the Indiana State prison gives the following ac- 

count of the diet of that prison: The food of the prisoners has been 

generally amply sufficient of the kind. Meat sufficient twice during 

the day, and usually of suitable quality. Rye coffee for breakfast, 

sufficient corn bread three times a day, of good quality, and milk 
Vegetables deficient in 

variety, generally beans and bean soup about three times a week. 

New-York Sing Sing S. P., 1849—Warden’s Report.—Little or 

no change of diet was made during the summer. We gave our 

men the best salt mess pork and beef with potatoes and brown bread, 
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occasionally changing to pork and beans or cod 
no fresh meats were allowed. * codfish and potatoes; 

Sing Sing S. P., 1849— Physictan’s Report.—The system 
adopted by your board to supply the rations through the vrison 
agent, has already produced the happiest results. The ner 1 
health of the convicts has certainly been promoted. The rf n 
their labor cheerfully and accomplish more, and the prison offers 
are relieved from those frequent and too well grounded compl inte 

of “bad food,” which invariably attend the feeding upon the we : 
tract system. These considerations alone, I am persuaded, would 
secure a continuance of the system; but in addition to these. la 
satisfied that it will be found the most ecanomical for the State ™ 

The completion of the new mess-room, hospi ‘ SS spital, &c., and the in- 
troduction of the table system of feeding, will ‘add much to th 
comfort and health of the convicts. ° 

New-York SP. Inspectors’ Report, 1849.— The cost of supplyin 
provisions for the last year has been, at Auburn prison, 7 6-10 vents 
per ration, or $7.60 per 100 rations; at Clinton, 9 cents 6 1-12 

mills per ration, or about $9.61 per 100 rations; at Sing Sin 

during nine months, from Jan. 1, to Sept. 30, supplied by the age rd 
7 cents 74 mills per ration, or $7.724 per 100 rations. a 

The Inspectors are decidedly of opinion that for various consider. 
tions this is the most judicious method of supplying the diet of the 
prisons. The cupidity of contractors, or the fear of unprofitabl : 
sults, furnish constant temptations to supply articles of an it ferion, 
and sometimes deleterious quality; and in this way the health of the 
convicts, under that method of supply, has undoubtedly been som ‘ 
times injuriously affected. When purchased by the agent, there is 
no inducement for the procurement of inferior articles; the rovi 
sions are consequently of good quality, the health of the prison pro. 

_ moted, a fruitful cause of dissatisfaction obviated, and a favorable 
influence upon the discipline exerted. And although contracts might 
sometimes be made at a trifle Jess per hundred rations than the acts I 
cost when purchased by the agent, it is believed that when all th 
attendants and consequences are taken into the account, this will be 
found the most economical method. Especially will this be found 
to be true when the amount of the extra allowances obtained by ap- 
plications to the Legislature in cases where contracts prove dis x t 
or unprofitable, come to be considered. anew 
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The cost of supplying rations to the Sing Sing prison, from Oct, 

1, 1847, to Sept. 30, 1818, wholly by contract, was $30,336.90. 

The cost from October 1, 1848, to Sept. 30, 1849, about nine and a 

half months of which by the agent, and the remainder by contract, 

was $23,856.59. Difference in favor of supplying by the agent 

$6,480.31. And it is worthy of remark, that during the last year, 

the cost by the agent has been much less per month, than that of 

the two and a half months furnished by contract. 

N.Y. Auburn S. P., 1849—Warden’s Report.—It is also ex- 

tremely gratifying, that the clothing and rations of the convicts— 

supplied by the agent—have always been of the best quality; the 

food, which itis quite important should be good, has always been 

furnished in sufficient quantities. No complaints have been made on 

this head, which are often apt to occur, where there is really no 

foundation for them. 

Rhode Island S. P., 1849—Keeper’s Report.—In 1848 it cost 

$68.67 for each prisoner over and above the income, this year it 

costs but $59.84 each. 

Maine S. P., 1849—Warden’s Report——The food of prisoners 

should be good and wholesome, but of plain quality without luxuries. 

Michigan S. P., 1849—Inspectors’ Report.—F rom frequent exam- 

nations made by this board, we are satisfied that the rations furnish- 

ed the past year were composed of articles of provision, as well 

proportioned to conduce to the health of the convicts as can well 

be obtained. The contract has therefore been let to furnish rations 

for the ensuing year, commencing on the first day of December, in 

the same proportions, for six cents and six mills per daily ration. 

Superadded to all this, much care has been observed in relation to 

the diet of the men, and whenever it was found that a particular 

article of food furnished with the rations, proved injurious, it was 

immediately changed for something calculated to restore the system 

to a healthy and vigorous state. 

2. CLOTHING. 

Maine S. P.—Inspectors’ Report, 1849.—Their clothing and bed- 

ding should be such as to prevent any suffering from cold, and theit 

general health carefully regarded. 
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(1849, Indiana S. P.—Warden’s Report.—The recommendations 
of my predecessor to the extent of such legislative construction of 
the law as to equalize the payment to pardoned, and other discharg- 
ed convicts, and to furnish some plain and cheap clothing, to th 
discharged convict, are respectfully repeated by the undersigned. ° 

Mtinois S. P., 1849-——Warden’s Report. —No deficiency in suita- 
ble clothing, and are well provided with bed clothing sufficient to 
render them comfortable during the inclement season of the year 

€ prisoners sometimes complain, but as soon as it i i deficiency is supplied on as it is mentioned, the 

3. CLEANLINESS. _ 

Massachusetts S. P., 1849-——Warden’s Report-——I have, durin 
the year, enlarged the bathing house, and furnished it with tubs and 
boilers, so as to afford the means of bathing every convict once a 
week, according to the provision of a late act of the Legislature. 

; Indiana S. P., 1849—-Warden’s Report-—The labor of the con- 
victs exposes them to dust and soot at the forges and furnaces, dirt 
and brick dust at the brick kilns, and mud in unloading rafts and 

boats, besides the effect of heavy perspirations. Complete batbin 
or washing, at least once a week, can alone keep their persons suff 
ciently clean to prevent disease and vermin. The expense of some 
cheap and plain apparatus for bathing, would soon be returned, b: 
increased health, comfort and cheerfulness. At present, the suitable 
washing of the convicts is had with difficulty, and inconvience, if at 
all. 

4. LIGHTING AND HEATING. 
; Auburn S. P., 1849—Chaplain’s Report—Importance of light- 
ing the wings.—I would again solicit the attention of your honor- 
able board to the very imperfect manner in which the wings, where 

a 

the convicts are confined at night, are lighted. There seems to be 
no sufficient reason for confining 600 or 700 men in almost total 
darkness, and consequently in idleness, for so great a portion of the 
time as at present. It is difficult to see what good can be accom- 
plished by it, while it is quite easy to perceive that much evil must 
be consequent upon this unenlightened policy. ‘ 

Were this the proper ‘place to enter into a full discussion of the 
subject, it would be easy to demonstrate that the effect of so much  
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confinement in darkness is detrimental alike to the physical, mental, 
and moral interests of the convict, and consequently opposed to the 
best interests of the State and society generally. It induces men- 
tal indolence, weakens the intellectual faculties, stultifies the mind, 

blunts the moral sensibilities, excites evil passions, and exposes the 
unfortunate subjects of it to all the evil effects of a licentious imagi- 
nation upon the anima! passions—~greatly augmenting their power 
and blighting influence over the soul, In short, the direct effect of 
the mental and moral habits, which necessarily result from this pro- 
tracted confinement in idleness, is to debase and brutify the whole 

man, and prepare him to return to his friends and society noé better 
qualified than when he left them to discharge the duties of life. 

It has been very gratifying to know that each man whose good 
fortune it has been to receive a “light,’? has not wholly undervalued 
the privilege, but by his application to study, and many expressions 
of gratitude, has shown clearly his high appreciation of the favor. 

Sing Sing S. P., 1849—Chaplain’s Report—The suggestion in 
the teachers’ report, in regard to the insufficiency of light, is re- 
spectfully submitted to the consideration of the board. 

Maryland S. P., 1849—Inspectors’? Report—We took occasion 
last year, to suggest the propriety of increasing the lights in the 
dormitory, so as to enable the prisoners to read from twilight till 
bed-time; and we again call the attention of Your Excellency to it, 
from a firm belief that such an occupation of the time of the priso- 
ners, could not fail to be productive of much good; for as their 
minds became enlightened, so would their taste for vice be weakened, 

as ignorance is often the most mischievous element of crime. 

Ohio S. P., 1849-—Directors’ Report.—The debt against this in- 
stitution, which was incurred some fifteen months since, in construct- 

ing the gas works, to enable the convicts to read in their cells by 

night, is not yet discharged; and we regret to be compelled to say, 
that although it was costly in its fixtures, it has not in all respects 
met the expectations and desire of the directcrs. The principal ele- 
ment used for the generation of gas, upon the plan adopted, is grease; 
and it was supposed that a sufficient amount of grease could be col- 
lected about the prison to supply the works; but in this we have 
been mistaken, the consumption of this article being much greater 
than it was supposed it would be, and consequently the expense grea 
ter to supply it; and we are not certain but from this fact it will be 
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advisable yet to dispense with grease, and change the apparatus so as 
to use coal in its stead. If this change should be concluded on, it 
will require an additional expense of several hundred dollars. 

The works were put in operation about one year since, and it af- 
fords a brilliant light in the halls, and enables the prisoners to read 
in their cells by night after they are locked up. 

New-Jersey S. P., 1849—Keeper’s Report.—The legislature, at 
their last session, directed the keeper to cause a new apparatus to be 
erected for heating the north wing of the prison with steam, appro- 
priating $5,000 for that purpose. This duty has been discharged 
by me, under advice of the acting inspectors. The apparatus has 
been erected within the limit of the appropriation, and I am happy 
to say, answers all that the most sanguine expected from it. It is 
so effective that almost any degree of heat may be obtained. I doubt 
if any building in the state is warmed more perfectly. 

Maryland 8S. P., 1849—Keeper’s Report.—A change has taken 
place, with the approbation of the board, in the means of heating 
the dormitory, large cylinder stoves having been substituted for the 
furnaces by which it was formerly warmed. So far as the experi- 
ment has gone, I am inclined to believe that the present mode will 
be attended with a saving of fuel, and a more perfect equalization 
of heat. 

5. VENTILATION. 

Vermont S. P.. 1849.—-Superintendent’s Report.—The want of 
ventilation in the brick prison. and more convenient hospital accom~ 
modations, have been referred to in the reports of the directors in years 
past, but remain now, as they then were, very deficient, and much 
short of what the honor and interest of the State and calls of buman- 
ity demand. 

Auburn 8S. P., 1849.—Physician’s Report——The hospital, in most 
particulars well adapted to the accommodation of the sick, is never- 
theless susceptible of very considcrable improvement. The room is 
much too Jow for good ventilation, and from its propinquity to the 
main cook-room of the prison, requires more care than would other- 
wise be necessary. 

Maryland S. P., 1849.—Chaplain’s Report.—During the past 
year the partitions that formerly existed have been reinoved, to the  
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great advantage and comfort of the patients ; but the water closet 
which is built in a corner of the room, owing to the fact of there 

being but a small tube to carry off the effluvia arising from it, ren- 
ders at times the air of the hospital exceedingly offensive, and this 
is particularly the case during the winter, and early in the morning 
before the room is aired. Wherever a number of individuals are 
confined in the same apartment, this evil to a certain degree exists, 

and becomes aggravated when from sickness, free ventilation cannot 

be had, and the effluvia from unhealthy discharges, is added to what 
already exists. 

Georgia S. P., 1849.—Physician’s Report.—i have inade every 
effort to cause to be removed every cause of ill health which is ob- 
vious, and think that a great deal of benefit has resulted. But a free 

ventilation of the lower story of the cell building and the guard 
houses on the outside of the wall, cannot be effected unless the wall 
is opened and secured with grates in several places. 

Ohio S. P., 1849.—Physician’s Report.—I caused twelve new 
ventilators to be put in the east wing, and six in the west wing, the 
better to secure purity of air. Nearly every convict was more or 
less severely affected with the disease. A cholera influence was 
prevailing all around us, and the system was predisposed to the dis- 
ease, insomuch that slight causes were probably sufficient to invite 
its attacks. 

6. EMPLOYMENTS. 

Vermont S. P.—Inspector’s Report, 1849.—The Directors con- 
cluded a bargain with the manufacturers of scythe snaths and cut- 
lery, for the labor of all the convicts in said prison, for the term of 

five years, excepting such number as the Superintendent may require 
to perform the necessary work of the prison, at the price of two 
shillings per day for all the convicts which shall be able to perform 
a fair day’s work, and in the same ratio for the convicts which shall 
be unable to perform a fair day’s work. 

New-York Inspectors’ Report, 1849.—The average time per day, 
of actual labor, at each of the prisons, will be exhibited by the fol- 

lowing statements: 

Average working time at Sing Sing for the year, was daily eight 
hours and 47 J; minutes; at Auburn, average working time per 
day for the year, 10 hours and 17 minutes; and at Clinton, per day 
for half of the year, 9 hours and 45 minutes. 
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Sing Sing S. P., 1849—-Warden’s Report. —-From a careful 
examination of its avails and results, I am satisfied that the employ- 

+ ment of the convicts at this prison, in the quarries and cutting stone, 
is unprofitable. ‘When all the expenses of quarrying the stone, of 
tools, teams, carts and feed are taken into the account, it yields but 

little revenue to the State. If discontinued, it would dispose of the 

occasion of complaint on the part of a very respectable class of 
mechanics, who seem to suppose that their business is interfered 
with by convict labor. 

Matron’s Report, 1849.—From the experience } have already 
had, I cannot approve of button making as a branch of female em- 
ployment. It is far more masculine and laborious than the avoca- 
tions females generally engage in, while it has a tendency to unfit 
them for other and more appropriate duties. But few if any will 
ever pursue it after the expiration of their sentences, and it certainly 
is not calculated to improve their minds or morals, or to aid in re- 
claiming them from future errors. 

Those employed in binding hats earn about 25 cents per day. 
This business is suitable for females, being congenial with their 
tastes and usual habits. 4 

Indiana S. P., 1849——-Warden’s Report.—The convicts have not 
apparently been over-worked. In the various employments of many 
convicts without the walls, it has been impossible for the undersigned 
to supervise the treatment of the convicts at their labor. He can 
only speak of their appearance on returning to the prison, or when 
accidentally seen at their work. Several instances of intoxication 
have occurred among the convicts employed without the walls, es- 
pecially with those entrusted as trusties, or set at separate labor 
without the supervision of a guard. This has caused the infliction 
of punishment and endangered the discipline within the walls. 

T am restricted not to reduce the period of Jabor of the convicts 

below ten hours per day. 

det exe wk 

NM. Y., Auburn, 1849.—Architects 1, bakers 4, barbers 10, brew- 
er 1, blacksmiths 12, boatmen 37, butchers 6, cabinet-makers 12, 

carpenters 29, clerks 8, cooks 4, coopers 14, engineers 3, farmers 
159, farriers 1, gardners 3, gold pencil makers 1, grocers 7, gunsmith 
1, hatter 1, laborers 133, lawyers 2, machinists 13, masons 4, mer- 

Occupation Previous To. Conyicrion. lala aa aie ee Ti  
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chants 6, millers 3, moulders 3, miscellaneous 8, painters 5, pedlers 

12, physician 1, platers 3, portrait painter 1, printers 4, sadilers 2, 

sailors 41, shoemakers 31, stone-cutters 5, tailors 11, tanners 2, 

teachers 2, watch-makers 1—total 609. 

WN. Y., Sing Sing, 1819—Male and Female Prisons-—Bakers 11, 

butchers 15, dress-makers 5, engineers 5, farmers 18, house workers 

22, Jaborers 211, masons and stone-cutters 32, mechanics 192, mer- 

chants and clerks 23, milliner 1, miscellaneous 61, no occupation 15, 
painters and printers 15, pedlers 1, prostitution 8, sailors and boat- 

men 4, servants and waiters 45, teachers 1, unaccounted for 42-— 

total 727. 

NV. Y., Clinton, 1849.—Bakers 2, barbers 2, blacksmiths 7, bloom- 
ers 1, boatmen 3, butchers 3, button-makers 1, carpenters and joiners 

2, cigar makers 1, clerks 1, cook and waiter 1, collier 1, cooper 1, 
farmers 9, farm laborers 5, furrier 1, idlers2, laborers54, mason 1, 

miller 1, moulder 1, musician 1, ostler 1, painter 1, printer 1, saddler 

1, sailors 2, ship carpenter 1, shoemakers 12, tailor 1, tanner 1, up- 
holsterer 1, weaver 1—total 124. 

New-Jersey, 1849,—Artist 1, barbers 2, basket-maker 1, brick- 
maker 1, blacksmiths 2, butcher 1, cabinet-makers 3, carpenters 6, 
carver and gilder 1, chair-maker 1, cook 1, harness-maker 1, iron 

worker 1, machinists 4, mason 1, match-maker 1, no occupation 6], 

printer 1, school teacher 1, shoemakers 7, sweeps 3, tobacconist 1, 

turner 1, weavers 3, wheelwrights 2—total 108. (No. recd. only.) 

Pennsylvania, Western Penitentiary, 1849.—Bakers 1, barbers 3, 
brick-makers 2, blacksmiths 7 boatmen 14, butchers 3, cap-makers 1, 
carpenters 2, clerks 1, coach ironer 1, cooks 7, commission merchant 

1, coopers 2, cotton operator 1, drayman 1, farmers 4, fisherman 1, 
forgeman 1, grocer 1, grog shop keeper 1, gunsmith 1, house servants 
4, iron rollers 1, laborers 28, leather dresser 1, lumberman 1, machi- 

nist 1, moulder 1, painter 1, paper printer 1, pedlers 2, printer 1, 
raftman 1, rope maker 1, shoemakers 6, silversmith 1, stone-cutters 
2, tailors 5, tanner 1, teacher 1, waggoners 4, wagon-maker 1, wea- 

vers 1, coal-miner 1—total 123. 

Pennsylvania, Eastern Penitentiary, 1849.—Brick-makers 5, black- 

smiths 3, boatmen 3, butchers 2, cabinet-mekers 2, carpenters 10, 
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carter 1, chairmaker 1, clerk 1, farmers 9, dyers 2, confectioner 1, 
attorney at law 1, coachman 1, forgeman 1, harness-maker 1, hatter 
1, laborers 37, masons and stone cutters 3, moulder 1, no occupation 
3, ostlers 2, painters 2, plasterer 1, printer 1, puddler 1, rope-maker 
1, sailors 4, servants 5, ship carpenter 1, shoemakers 7 ) Student at 

law 1, tailor 1, tanner J, tinner 1, trank-maker 1, turner 1, weavers 
5, coal-miner 1, pump makers 2—totai 128. 

Maryland, 1849.—Bakers 5, baker and butcher 1, barber 1, bar- 

keeper 1, basket-maker 1, bricklayers 4, blacksmiths 5, boatmen 4, 
butchers 3, calico printer 1, carriage-maker 1, carpenters 11, carters 

4, chambermaids 3, clerks 5, cook 1, coopers 4, draymen 2, dancing 
master 1, drovers 2, equestrian 1, farmers ‘7, farm apprentice 1, farm” 

laborers 30, florist 1, furniture polisher 1, hod carriers 4, hotel keep- 

ers 3, house keeper 1, house workers 18, iron puddler 1, laborers 33, 

machinists 3, merchants 2, musician 1, no occupation 12, painter 1, 

paper hanger and stainer 1, paper maker 1, plasterer 1, rope maker 1, 
sailors 8, seamstress 1, shoemakers 5, soapmaker 1, steamboat fire~ 

men 2, stevedore 1, tailors 2, tanner and currier 1, tinner 1, tobacco- 

nists and cigar makers 2, umbrella maker 1, wagoner 1, waiters 10, 

washer 1, weavers 6, wool carder 1, carpenter and farmer 1—total 

229, 

Ohio, 1849.—Blackemiths 17, butchers 8, barbers 5, baker 1, boat- 

men 14, broom maker 1, brick-makers 2, barkeepers 63, cooks 12 
coopers 13, carpenters 11, clerks 5, cigar makers 2, cabinet makers, 
2, chair maker 1, cabin boys 3, chambermaids 2, drayman 1, den- 

tist 1, distiller 1, druggist 1, engineers 2, farmers 5, gunsmith 1, 

hatters 3, housekeeper 1, hame maker 1, joiner 1, laborers 19, liv- 
ery stable keeper 1, locksmith 1, mail carriers 2, merchants 2, ma- 
chinists 2, miller 1, moulders 8, no occupation 5, plasterers 3, print- 
ers 2, pedler 1, platers 2, painters 4, porter 1, pailmaker 1, physicians 

2, stage agent 1, soldiers 4, shoemakers 19, seamen 11, stewards on 

steamboats 2, spinners 3, ship carpenters 4, stage drivers3, salesman 

1, silversmith 1, stone masons 6, seamstresses 4, servant 1, school 
teachers 2, saddlers:2, tanners 5, teamster 1, tinners 4, tailors 9, 

tradesman 1, weavers 9, wagon makers 5—total 336. 

Note.—The other States have no occupation given. 

[|Assembly, No. 198.] 6  
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Occupation WHILE 17 Parison. 

Maine, 1848.—Cooks 2, Hospital 3, Quairymen 6, shoemakers 31, 

smith’s shop 6, solitary confinement 3, tailors 3, waiters 1, washers 2, 

wheelwrights 10—total 67. 

Maine, 1849.-——Cooks 2, hospital 1, lumpers 5, tailors 5, shoema- 

kers 30, smith’s shop 7, solitary 2, waiters 2, washers 2, wheelwrights 

11—total 67. 

New Hampshire, 1849.—Cabixet makers 21, cooks 2, engineers 1, 

farmers 3, waiters 5, old and infirm 3, sewing 2, shoemakers 31, 

smith’s shop 12, tailor 1, washer 1—total 82. 

Vermont, 1849.—Cooks 2, insane 1, jobber 1, shoemaker 1, snathe 

manufactory 53, tailor 1, washer 1, waiters 2—total 62. 

Massachusetts, 1849.—Bakers 2, barbers 2, brushmakers 23, car- 

vers 12, cabinet makers 82, carpenters 3, confinement 4, cooks 10, 

coopers 1, hospital 7, nurses 2, printers 3, invalids 4, shoemakers 7, 

smith shop 24, stone cutters 100, tin workers 17, tailors 11, team- 

sters 7, tool shop 4, waiters 6, washers 18—total 349. 

Connecticut, 1849.—Binding boots 4, chair making 33, chair seat- 

ing 33, cutlery 29, waiters 5, nurse 1, insane 3, invalids 2, rule man- 

ufactory 14, shoemakers 20, washing and cooking 12, making and 

repairing for convicts 1—total 157. 

N. Y., Aubuin, 1849.—-Barbers 2, cabinet shop 44, carpet shop 

263, cooper shop 28, kitchens 16, waiters 30, hame shop 47, hospital 

3, infirm, &e, 15, machine shop 41, shoemakers 57, soap house 2, 

ostler 1, tailors, weavers and winders 19, tcol shop 41—total 609. 

NM. Y., Sing Sing Mule and Female Prisons, 1819.—Dakers 4, 

binding hats 24, barbers 4, blasters 1, button making 25, carpenters, 

plasterers and laborers 30, carpet and rug weaving 116, cooks 2, 

coopers 8, engineer 3, filenaking 100, hatting 61, hospital 4, lime- 

burners 23, making roads, &c. 28, making and mending for convicts 

15, nurses, &c., 6, ostler 1, quarrymen 20, railroad laborers 25, sad- 

dlery hardware 54, shoemakers 11, sick 15, smith shop 6, stone cut- 

ters 40, stone sawmill 1, tailors 11, teamsters 6, turners 1, washers 

4, waiters, &c. 65, weaving, winding, &c, 25-——total 727. 
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WV. Y., Clinton, 1849,—Barher 1, blasting and reising ore 35, car- 
penters 3, cooks 7, confined 1, engineers 3, enginc-iender 1, furnace 
1, hospital 1, invalid 3, machine shop 4, nurse 1, shoemakers 5, sick 
1, sawmill 2, sawing and carrying wood 4, separeting ore 10, smith 
shop 8, piling wood at separator 10, tailors 4, teamster 1, tending ore 
cans 2, waiters 12, washers 2, white washing 2—total 124. 

Tennessee, 1849.—Cabinet shop 10, carding room 3, cooks 3, 
coopers 41, engineer 1, harness makers 2, nurse 1, mattrass makers 2, 
painting 2, quarrymen 30, riving staves 1, sawing stones 39, sewing 
3, shoemakers 5, smith shop 15, stone cuiting 47, tailors 3, turners 2, 

wagon makers 4, waiters 6, washers 2—total 192, 

Michigan, 1848.—Barber 1, cooks 3, hospital 1, infirm 2, solitary 

2, shoemakers 16, tailors 2, teamsters 2, wagon makers 24, waiter 1, 
tool manufacturing 44, washers 2, employed on prison buildings 10— 
total 110. 

Nore.—The other States have no occupation given. 

7. INSANITY. 

Maine S. P., 1849.—Inspector’s Report—During the last year 
two prisoners have been removed to the insane hospital. One of 
the prisoners was insane when he was admitted, the other sentenced 
for two years, began to show symptoms of insanity in about three 
months, : 

Massachusetts S. P., 1849.—Physician’s Report——In connection 

with this subject, I cannot but call attention to the effects upon 
health, likely to be produced by the change of the law abolishing 
whipping as a means of discipline. The alternative punishment pro- 
vided by the law, and adopted in practice, is solitary confinement 
upon a bread and water diet, until the refractory convict shall ac- 
knowledge his error, or be sufficiently penitent. 

The subject of insanity, as connected with this mode of punish- 
ment, merits a consideration. No one, I think, will undertake to 

say how far this system can be pursued safely, without detriment to 
the mental powers of the prisoner. That the moral effects of the 
lash as heretofore used, may not be so satisfactory as the proposed 
substitute, I will not undertake to question ; but that an important 

change in point of physical health, and for the worse, will be likely 
to be produced, I cannot doubt.  
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Looking to the general question of insanity in the prison, IJ am 
happy to say, that no new case has occurred the past year, and that 
I am not aware of any perceptible aggravation of a tendency to in- 
sanity in the instance of any, unless it may be in the instance of 
Peter York, who has been thought to require solitary confinement 
for the safety of the lives of others. 

Vermont S. P., 1849.—Physician’s Report.—The case of Lam- 

bert ought, in my opinion, again to come before the Legislature, 
and some measures be taken to relieve this establishment from the 
charge of a confirmed Junatic. 

Sing-Sing, New-York S. P., 1849.—Warden’s Report.—There 
are ten convicts, more or less mentally deranged in this prison. Of 
this number, three at least are proper cases for the treatment of a 

lunatic asylum. One of the ten is incurable. The remaining six 
are not fit subjects of State Prison discipline. The number transfer- 
red to the State Lunatic Asylum at Utica during the year just closed, 

is two, one of whom died in that institution. 

Pensylvania, Eastern Penitentiary, 1849.—¥or insanity in this 
prison see physician’s report under the article health. 

Pensylvania, Western Penitentiary, 1849.—Physician’s Report.— 
No new case of insanity has developed itself during the year. 

New-York, Clinton S. P., 1849.—Physictan’s Report.— There 
was one person removed to the lunatic asylum. He had been here 
but a short time, when symptoms of insanity made their appearance, 
and after the subsidence of the more acutely inflammatory character 
of the disease, he was removed. He was probably (as well as I 
can ascertain his history,) insane before he came here. 

Maryland S. P., 1849.—Physician’s Report—-The number of 
insane and idiotic at present in the institution is eight. Of these 
three are idiotic, and five insane. Two, as far as I can learn, gave 

evidences of weakness of intellect at the time of admission. The 
five insane are three white ; and two colored. Noneof these men 
are maniacs, and both insane and idiotic are good workmen, and 

easily managed. As far as I can learn, one gave no evidences of 
derangement of intellect at the time of admission, but has become 
insane in consequence of vicious habits contracted in the institution. 
Two have hallucinations in reference to their confinement, and one 
imagines himself to have been placed in the prison by his friends 
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for his own personal safety. Of these eight, three have entered du- 
ring the present year. 

Inspector’s Report, 1849.—On the 20th of November, 1848, there were 12 insane and idiotic prisoners confined in the Penitentiar ; through the expiration of their terms of servitude of some of these unfortunate beings, and their consequent discharge, there are now remaining but eight ; one of whom was admitted during the year which has just closed, he being at the time of his admission evident. ly of infirm mind. It is here due to candor to State, that several others of the insane and idiotic were so prior to their imprisonment; 
others of them have become so since, owing to indulgence in a de. grading vice peculiar to all prisons. Two of those who were dis- charged during the past year, were for a considerable portion of the time of their imprisonment, so violently afflicted with insanity, as to render it unsafe to admit them among the other prisoners and had to be confined in cells frequently in manacles. Every attention that could be, was paid to their comfort, and every possible means taken by our skilful physicians, to effect their restoration to reason, durin 
their continuance in our institution ; but it would be futile to attemms 
to conceal the fact, that from the very nature of a state prison veces veries in such a place is rarely if ever to be expected ; and hence it is, that ample provision should be made for their reception: in an 
insane hospital. These facts are of a character to need no argument to demonstrate the necessity which exists for providing suitable and 
more ample accommodations for the reception of such offenders as 
may be similarly afflicted. 

New-Jersey S. P., 1849.—Warden’s Report.—Only one insane 
prisoner now remains in the institution, whose time has expired 

Connecticut S. P., 1849 —Warden’s Report.—tt is not uncom- mon that incipient insanity is developed among the prisoners, and the opportunities afforded in the prison for their treatment and re~ covery, are very limited—while there may be cases in which other 
advantages would be of no service, there are those who mi ht re- 
ceive great benefit, and be restored to mental health if th Id 
enjoy them, “en 

Resvtts or Mepicau Treatment, &e. 

“Matne S. P.—~Warder.’s Report, 1848.—No report from the 
physician given. The health of the prisoners has b 
good during the last year; no death has occurred, nor have any been 

een remarkably  
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long confined in the hospital. The whole time spent in the hospital 
is three hundred and fifty-nine days, being four hundred and ninety- 
three days less than the previous year. The judicious division of 
time for labor and rest, the perfect cleanliness and thorough ventila- 
tion of the cells, the personal cleanliness of the convicts, good and 
comfortable clothing, sufiicient quantity of wholesome food, render 

but little medical assistance necessary. It appears by the physician’s 
records, that only two cases of fever have occurred during the year, 
and those of a very mild form. 

Maine S. P.—Inspector’s Report, 1849.—The physician has not 
furnished a report, but by examining his book of entry the inspectors 
are satisfied that the health of the prisoners has been well looked 
after. There has been no death during the past year, nor has there 
been any protracted case of sickness. 

New Hampshire S. P.—Physician’s Report, 1849.—A good state 

of health has generally prevailed; there has been but one case of 
typhoid fever, and that of a mild character. During the warm part 
of the season of 1848, bilious diarrhea, and other kindred diseases, 

proved troublesome, but in most cases were of a character so mild 
as to detain the patient from his labor for a short time only. 

During the latter part of winter and early in the spring, the epi- 
demic influenza was quite rife. 

There are several cases of chronic diseases now existing, con- 
tracted before entering the prison, many of which are assuming a 
milder character, and probably some will eventually recover a telera- 
ble degree cf health, There is one case of a chronic affection ot 
the lungs, which has existed for twelve to fifteen years, and for ten 

or twelve before entering the prison, and which during last autumn 
confined the prisoner for scveral weeks, that will, in all probability, 
eventually, terminate fatally; but he has, during the winter and 

spring, been able to perform a small amount of light work. 

During the year there has occwred one death by consumption, J 

W..,, aged 57, having been in the prison a little more than fourteen 

months. He entered affected with a severe cough, which had ex- 
isted for a long time, and from which he never recovered. 

Vermont S. P.—Physician’s Report, 1849.—Sir:—Since my 
report of last year we have again been visited by typhoid fever with 
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the loss of four convicts. I cannot but think that fever is more se- 
vere within the prison than without. This would seem to be proved 
from the fact that cut of thirty-two cases in the village, only two 
deaths occurred, while four convicts were lost from sixteen cases of 

fever in the prison. Perhaps, this argument will have some weight 
with the Legislature, and induce them to improve our present hos- 
pital, which is certainly very defective for the treatment of fever, 

Massachusetts S. P.—Physician’s Report, 1849.—The health of 
the convicts the past year, though somewhat below the average of 
late years, has for the greater portion of the year been good. 

Notwithstanding the prevalence of the cholera in the vicinity, and 
its actual appearance within the prison walls, there have occurred 
in all, but three deaths. 

Patrick Kelly, born in Ireland, aged twenty-two years, died July 
12th, of typhus fever. He had been in prison twenty months, under 
a sentence of two years for larceny. 

Simon Richards, colored, aged forty-three years, died August 9th, 

of consumption. He was so sick at the time of his commitment, 
about a year since, that he was never put to labor, but remained a 

constant inmate of the hospital till his death. Orin De Wolf, a 

native of Vermont, aged 33 years, died August 19th, of cholera. 
He had been in prison four years. He was originally sentenced to 
death for the crime of murder ;. but came to the prison under a com- 
mutation of sentence to imprisonment for life. 

During the first three-quarters of the year, there was but little 
sickness, and no death. But early in July, a large number of the 
convicts began to complain of diarrhea. This commenced the day 
succeeding the fourth, on which day ihe prisoners are by law, ex- 
erapted from labor, and according to long established usage, receive 
a large extra allowance of food. ‘rom that period, till nearly the 

end of September, the number to be prescribed for daily, was be- 
tween thirty and forty, and sometimes rose aLove seventy; nearly all 
of whom required treatment for this affection. 

On the general statistics of the health of the prisoners the past 
year, viewed by the number of patients admitted to the hospital, and 
also by the loss of their regular labor, there has been no material 

increase over the average of the last three years.  
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Number admitted into hospital as patients: 

1846-7,---- 102 1847-8,---- 90 1848-9,---- 139 

Number of days spent in hospital, and lost to labor : 

1846-7,---- 913 1847-8,---- 875 1848-9,---- 

Number of days invalided for the day, and lost to labor: 

1846-7,---- 682 1847-8,---- 573 1848-9,---- 677 

In addition to this, there have been seven hundred and ninety 

instances in which light labor, or change of labor have been allowed 
at my suggestion the past year. 

Rhode Island S. P.—Physician’s Report, 1849.—There have 
been two deaths, the first No. 1. He was attacked in January with 
severe gastric symptoms, and died on the 2d of April. An autopsy 
was made in the presence of several medical gentlemen and others, 
‘and upon opening the stomavh, we found that the disease, which 
caused his death was a cancer embracing the whole surface of the 
pylorus. The ulceration had extended to the whole length of the 
mesenteric glands. He had been confined in prison about eleven 

years and five months. 

The second death was No. 72. He died of dysentery. This took 

place during my absence. 

The prisoners are provided, when sick, with suitable clothing, 
nursing, and nourishment, and no care is spared, not enly to restore, 

but to preserve their health. 

There are two sources of disease to which I respectfully ask your 

attention—a want of sufficient ventilation in the corridor, and the 
use of lead pipes. I have observed that the prisoners in the lower 
cells, where the water passes through a greater extent of lead pipe 
to some of the cells more than two hundred feet, suffer more from 

gastro-enteric affections than those in the upper cells, and on the 
west side more than on the east, where the water is used for me- 

chanical and other purposes. 

The prisoners are all now in good health, excepting Nos. 44, 84, 
and 85. No. 84 has been afflicted during the whole past year with 
chronic diarrhcea, and more recently with hepatitis, and perhaps with 
ulceration of the liver. I do not think he will recover, if retained 
jn prison. No. 85 has a paralysis of his left side. His case 18 
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hopeless at any rate. The only possible chance for his recovery, is 
his enlargement from prison. 

Causes of disease for 1849, including both State and county prisons: 
Diarrhea, 19; chronic do, 3; rheumatism, 16; fever, 6; convul- 

sions, 1; secondary syphilis, 6; palpitation of the heart, 1; menor- 
rhagia, 1; otorrhea, 1; dyspepsia, 11; cough, 4; cancer of the 
stomach, 1; pneumonia, 1; nephritis, 1; cholera, 6; epilepsy, 1; dys- 
entery, 5; tonsilitis, 1; paralysis, 1; hepatitis, 1—Total, 91. 

Connecticut S. P.—Dr. Welch's Report to Jan. 1849.—At the 
time of presenting my last report, several of the convicts were suffer- 
ing from the prevalence of small pox. Since that date, no unusual 
sickness prevailed, previous to my resignation, and there was but one 
death. A convict who was committed to prison in 1843, with an 
impaired constitution, the result of dissolute habits, had been under 
treatment previous to his conviction. His health which had for a 
long time been undermined, gradually declined until his decease. 

Dr. Warner’s Report for April 2d, 1849.——Your appointment was 
received January 3d. During the three months following there has 
been a very unusual amount of sickness among the convicts. An 
epidemic erysipelas has been of most serious character. There have 
been several cases of tuberculous consumption. A serious form of 
influenza, attended in many cases with grave symptoms, have been 
very prevalent. The erysipelas made its first appearance January 
26th; since which time cases have been constantly occurring. In 
most of the cases which have terminated favorably convalescence has 
been slow and tedious. 

During this quarter there have been eight deaths: 

Case Ist. This was a case of pulmonary consumption. It appears 
from a record made by Dr. Welch at the time of his commitment, 
that his lungs were previously diseased. He died January Sth. 

Case 2d was also one of pulmonary consumption. The subject 
was acolored man. He died February 5th. 

Case 3d. A colored man. He came into the hospital with pul- 
monary disease. more than a year previous. His disease made no 
Tapid progress till the day before his death, when he was attacked 
with symptoms of pneumonia. Post-mortem examination,—left 
lung and the upper portion of the right perfectly useless from tuber-  
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culous deposition; the right containing several small cavities. The 

lower portion of the right lung was in the state “ red hepatization.” 

He died February 11th. 

Case 4th was one of erysipelas. The patient had previously suf- 

fered from pulmonary disease. He was attacked with erysipelas of 

the face, Feb. 15th. He died Feb. 22d. 

Case Dth. A man of a healthy appearance had a very slight attack 

of influenza, on account of which he remained in his cell, Feb. 17. 

There was very little constitutional disturbance, and on the 21st he 

went of his own accord to the shop. Before noon he had a fainting 

fit, and came in with symptoms of great depression. Pulse at the 

wrist was scarcely perceptible. He vomited freely. The hospital 

being full he was sent to his cell, where every thing necessary to his 

comfort was provided. In the evening he appeared much the same. 

The next morning he appeared rather better; pulse was fuller and 

there was less distress at the precordia, and less vomiting. Counsel 

was had in the course of the day. At night he was about the same 

as in the moming. All this time his intellect was unaffected. The 

next morning he was found dead in his cell. Post mortem examina- 

tion—Drs. Welch and Wilson attended. The contents of the chest 

were perfectly healthy. The intestines contained scarcely a particle 

of fecal matter. The stomach was empty and the mucus membrane 

more particularly in greater curvature, was in a state of softening. 

This was the only lesion found. The other viscera were in a healthy 

state. 

Case Gth. Tue patient was a colored man, who it appears had 

been subject to pulmonary disease previous to his cominitment. He 

was attacked with erysipelas on the left hand, Feb, 24th. Ths 

constitutional symptoms at first were not severe, but the whole arm 

becoming affected, his breathing became very difficult, expectoration 

peculiarly dark, streaked with blood, and there were symptoms of 

collapse. These unfavorable symptoms increased, and he died March 

7. Post-mortem examination showed the upper portion of both 

lungs in a higbly congested state, and the heart unusually distended 

with blood. 

Case 7th. This also was a case of erysipelas. The eruption ap- 

peared on the face March 19th. The most marked feature in the 

course of the disease was very active delirium, so much so, it became 

necessary to confine the patient. He died March 25th. 
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; Case 8th, was that of an aged negro. He had been for a con- 
siderable time affected with general dropsy. The immediate cause 
of his death was dropsy of the chest. He died March 27th. 

At the present time there are in the hospital three cases conva- 
lescing from erysipelas, three from fever, one case of erysipelas of 
the face, one of ulcers of the lower extremities attended with severe 

inflammation and grave constitutional symptoms, one of tuberculous 
consumption, one with chronic rheumatism, and the case in which a 
leg was amputated in January. 

New- York, 1849.— Auburn S. P——Physician’s Report—Durin 
the eight months in which I have had charge of the medical depart. 
nent of the prison, the number of hospital patients have been as fol- 
lows: Whole number of patients each month, April, —; May, 18; 
June, 16; July, 20; August, 19; September, 19; October, 19; No. 

vember, 27. The whole number of days in hospital were, commenc- 
ing with April, for each month respectively, 228, 270, 200, 239 

285, 275, 242, 280; and the daily average for each month. was, 
commencing as before, 7.6, 8.7, 6.66, 7.7, 9.19, 9.16, 7.8, 9.3; and 
the monthly average of convicts was, 519, £32.5, 547.5, "558 ” 562 
561, 579.5, 603. The patients were from the following workshops, 
viz: shoe-shop, 6 out of 51, the whole number in the shop; machine, 
3 out of 41; cabinet, 14 out of 44; cooper, 6 out of 28; tool 10 
out of 41; hame, 12 out of 47; spin, 26; weave, 42; and dye 6 out 

of 263; State shop, 33 out of 94. The number of deaths in hospital 
during this period, was as follows, viz: May, 1 by pneumonia; June 

i by phthisis pulmonalis; August, 1 by pneumonia; September 1 
by typhus; November, 1 by cerebral derangement, typhoid. 

th On the second day of October last, a convict was found dead in 
north wing, and one death occurred previous to my connection 

> 1 1 ’ . with the hospital, making the whole number of deaths in prison 
during the year, seven. 

With a single exception, this, I believe, is the smallest annual 

mortality which has occurred in this prison for some years. But 
conclusions relating to the general heaith of the convicts, based on 

the number of deaths are, as it seems to me, of all data the least 
reliable. It is a fact well known that the incurable character of a 

malady with which convicts may be afflicted, has been a decided and 
in truth, almost certain reason on the part of the Executive for grant-  
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ing pardons, and although this may be the act of a well conceived 

humanity it nevertheless renders calculations drawn from the mor- 

tality in the prison almost worthless. The whole number of appli- 

cants for medical relief for out hospital patients was as follows, viz: 

Whole number prescribed for, 6,066, or a daily average of 24.86; 

whole number not prescribed for, 2,183, or a daily average of 8.94, 

total of applications, 8,249. 

The marked improvement in the general health of this prison for 

"the past few years may be attributed principally to the following 

' Causes: 

First. The purchase of provisions for the prison by the agent, 

instead of the former method of procuring them by contract with 

&: gndividuals, whose cupidity thus exposed to temptation was at vari- 

”” ance with the well being of the convicts. 

Second. The manner of drying the convict clothing in apartments 

appropriated for that purpose, instead of using the banisters of the 

galleries as was long practiced. This change has rendered the at- 

mosphere of the sleeping apartments much drier than formerly, and 

proved an important means of preserving health to the occupants. 

It can be still farther improved by removing several sources of 

‘ moisture still existing in this portion of the institution. 

Third. The introduction of tobacco rations, comparatively of mod- 

ern date, for the use of such convicts as were habituated to it prior 

to their conviction, has in my judgment hed a happy influence on the 

health of the inmates, and served to supply an absolute necessary in 

the general hygeine of the institution. This practice, unlike the 

drinking of ardent spirits, cannot be superseded by a more nutritious 

diet and a better regulated regimen, because its habitual use has es- 

tablished a far deeper necessity for it in the constitution. I am con- 

strained to agree with Prof. Geo. B. Wood, that tobacco “ must have 

properties peculiarly adapted to our nature to have thus surmounted 

the first repugnance to its odor and taste, and to have become the pas- 

sion of so many millions.” Its physiological effects, in such quantities 

as ate absorbed by the system in the common practice of chewing, are 

to “ quiet restlessness and calm mental and corporeal inquietude.” 

Fourth. Short sentences. It appears to me that the decrease in 

the terms of sentences, which has prevailed of late, has had mani« 

| liar gratification to every friend of humanity. 

| fer much more than from absolute solitary confinement ? 
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festly a good influence upon the general health of the institution. 
Under long sentences the physical powers succumb to the mental =~ 
depression so common in such instances, and the prisoners become a 
hopeless, melancholy, moving mass, whose “ future is not brightened 
by images of joy; itstretches before them sterile and monotonous, 
sending no cheering whisper of a better lot.” 

Fifth. The vast improvement gradually brought about during the 
| past four or five years in the discipline of this institution, has exerted 

asalutary influence upon its health, and should be, a source of pecu- 
The unfortunate con- 

vict, oftentimes more to be pitied than despised, is relieved of an 
intolerable amount of suffering, absolutely unnecessary and positively 
injurious to his physical and mental health. In former times, when 

steady, unremitting punishment was supposed to be almost the whole 
object of our state prisons, the inmates were subject to the closest 
scrutiny, the severest physical punishments and privations which 

could be inflicted, and to every species of vexation which the ca 
price or malice of their keepers might choose to inflict. 

Not many years since, a visitor to this prison might pass and re- 
pass through the whole extent of the working apartments, without 
being observed by any, or at least very few of its inmates; and the 
means of communication between the convicts, either by signs or 
speech, was almost wholly suppressed. Under such discipline is it 
not philosophic to conclude, that the health of the convicts must suf- 

er muc By such 
discipline the instincts of our nature are continually violated, every 

s sound that vibrates upon the ear is a call upon some other sense to 
assist in its relief, and every emotion of feeling has its demand upon 
some other faculty to come to its relief or help in its manifestation. 

Now is it not easy to perceive that so great a strife continually waged 
between the instincts and volition must be fraught with serious con- 

Sequences to the mental and physical health of the subjects of such a 
system. 

Even under the present modified form of discipline, the accumu- 
lation of punishment both through privation and infliction, is far 
greater than the casual observer would be inclined to believe. With- 

out taking into consideration the isolation from every object held 
most dear in life, and only recurring to those of coarser make, we 
shall at once perceive how enormous must be the aggregate of pun- 
ishment to an individual not wholly lost to every sentiment or feeling  
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that goes to make up the sum of human happiness, when we consider 

his obligation to labor hard, regardiess of his own consciousness of 

ability to perform the task; the restraint of personal freedom, unre- 

mittingly imposed upon him; the prescribed diet to which he is re- 

stricted with no choice of his own to gratify, and the felon’s costume, 

continually reminding him of the social degradation to which he is 

perpetually condemned. 

During the past summer, the choleric influence was decidedly man- 

ifest in this prison. Diarrhoeas were prevalent and severe, and sev- 

eral:cases of endemic cholera, of intense character, occurred. 

New-York, Sing Sing, 1849.—Warden’s Report —Great care 

was taken to keep the prison and prison grounds in a clean and 

healthy condition. Lime was freely used, tar and brimstone burned 

daily in the prison building and such other disinfecting agents em- 

ployed as we could procure. 

Sing Sing 8. P., 1849.—Physician’s Report.—There has been 

much Jess sickness among the convicts during the past than occurred 

in the preceding year. 

The diseases which existed, have been chiefly of a chronic nature, 

excepting when the epidemic prevailed around us, at which time 

almost every individual connected with the institution was affected 

with incipient cholera, or the premonitory symptoms of that disease. 

By prompt attention to these first symptoms, and a timely application 

of remedies, its progress was immediately checked, and I now have 

the satisfaction to say, that not a single marked case of cholera has 

occurred. 

Much sickness has been produced in the prison, in years past, by 

convicts coming from their labor in warm blood, and frequently in a 

high state of perspiration, and taking their meals in a cool and some- 

times damp cell, there to remain for an hour, subject to a violent 

reaction in the system, and not unfrequently to a chill which compels 

them to wrap themselves in their blanket. This difficulty will be 

obviated by the table system, while the latter will certainly exercise 

a humanizing influence upon the convicts, and will be attended with 

less expense in the cost of food. 

The average number in the male hospital on cots, for each day in 

the year, was 124; the average number of prescriptions per day 

the hospital 4038, or daily average of 1133 
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during the year, was 32}; the average number of applications not 
prescribed for daily during the year, was 42; the average number 
daily on hospital diet, 253, and the average number daily exempted 

from labor during the year, 53. In the female hospital, the average 
number on cots daily during the year, was 13; the average daily 
prescriptions, 43; the average daily applications not prescribed for 4, 
and the daily average on hospital diet, 62, during the year. The 
state of health of convicts received during the year ending Sept. 30, 

was as follows, viz: in good health, 137; in indifferent health, 39; 
diseased, (venereal,) 46; in bad health, 14, The state of health of 
convicts discharged during the year, was as follows, viz: Received 
in good health, 101; in indifferent health, 24; diseased, (venereal,) 

27; in bad health, 20; of which were discharged, in good health, 
114; temporarily indisposed, 31; in indifferent health, 25; bad 

health, 2. 

New-York, Clinton S. P., 1849.—Physician’s Report.—There 
have been in the hospital during the year 22. _ The daily average 
in the hospital was 3442; whole number of prescriptions out of 

23. 3; died 4; excused 
from labor, average of each month, 374. 

The character of the diseases has been mostly inflammatory, affect- 

ing principally the viscera of the abdomen. 

The health of the prison is at present better than at any other 

time since I have been connected with it, there being no one at pre- 
sent requiring medical treatment. 

New-Jersey S. P., 1849.—Warden’s Report.—I will here repeat, 
that, in point of both mental and physical heaith, our prisoners will 
compare with those of any penal institution in the country. 

New-Jersey, Physician’s Report-—There have been three deaths 
in the Prison during the past year. One of these deaths has been 
from consumption of the lungs, one from an old disease of the bones 
of the neck, ending in a destruction of the spinal marrow, and the 
other from a wound on the throat, made by an insane prisoner. 

You have also been informed, that through the whole year, even du- 
Mng the prevalence of the cholera, the prisoners, as a body, have 
bad better health than the people in the surrounding healthy neigh- 
borhood. This remarkable exemption from disease has not been pe 
tuliar to this season—it has become the habit of the house. The  
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deaths during the last eleven years have not averaged woe years 

counting such accidents and incurable cases of long stan ing as 

must have proved fatal any where. When it is remem “re i a 

about two hundred and seventy-five persons are yearly con ne a 

this Prison, the small mortality is so unusual, that the fact as | “ 

come of great interest to those connected with the managemen . 

public institutions. Select where you will, an equal number 0 ne 

same kind of individuals, ages, sexes, habits and constitutions, the 

yearly mortality among them is far greater. Even in those socie- 

ties where comparative youth, sound health, and good habits are re 

quired for admission, the known statistics show a mortality four-fo. 

greater than in this institution. 

What are the causes of this remarkable degree of health? 

Nutritious, well-cooked palatable food, the best meats and vegeta- 

bles, so varied as to make a prison meal no punishment. 

Abundance of clean warm garments and bedding. 

Careful attention to temperature and ventilation. 

Exercise in the open air, when the health absolutely requires it. 

+ Constant employment on such work as calls into use the whole 

|< muscular system, as far as possible, and this employment insisted up- 

~~, on a8 a virtue. 

A discipline that degrades the prisoner less, perhaps, in this than 

any other prison, for no man who conducts himself well, is ever 

treated otherwise than in the most friendly and cheerful manner. 

Finally, that just estimate of one of the human wants which make 

some intercourse with his kind a positive necessity, and wit ou 

which, except in rare instances, the mental and physical state me 

suffer, is never forgotten. In the construction of prisons with sep - 

ate cells, prisoners will communicate. The walls ‘are conductors . 

sound. Water-pipes, heating-tubes, ventilators, in fact all, oe 

_ acute ear and patient experiment, will afford means of intercoutt 

' hardly suspected by a casual visitor of a prison. Whilst the con 

is industrious, and well behaved in all other respects, the mere . 

of his speaking through the walls of his cell to another, hase < 

late years, been a cause for harsh rebuke or punishinent. is i 

change of thought has been the means of cheering, in a measure, 

an 
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unoccupied time, and producing an elasticity of mind such as never 
can exist in entire solitude. 5 

vi wake 

Eastern Slate Penitentiary, 1849—Physician’s Report.— Having 
witnesset THe oTCaTS oP eee Pprison ant as administered in the 
Eastern Penitentiary on the physical and mental health of two gen- 
erations* of the inmates of that Institution, I consider that a candid 
exposition of my opinions on all matters relating to the subject is 
equally due both to the friends and the opponents of the syst2m. 
And if in the expression of my views 1 fail to give satisfaction to 
the ultra advocates of either system, I can only say, that it is my 

earnest desire truthfully to represent the convictions that have been 
forced upon me by five and a half years’ observation and reflection. 

In all the discussions that have taken place respecting the merits 
and demerits of the Pennsylvania system, my opinion is, that neith- 
er its friends nor its opponents have placed it. in its proper light. 
Its friends, many of them at least, considering it perfect as it now 
stands, view any suggestion for its improvement as a denial of its 
just merits, ar a covert attempt to destroy it ; while its enemies, 
founding their opinions on effects that are only due to defective ad- > 
ministration, and deeming it susceptible of no improvement, denounce 
it as barbarous and inhuman. Now, I am confident, that no candid : 
and competent observer would for a moment agree with the dogmas - 
of either party. Place him in the Eastern Penitentiary, and after 
due deliberation, though he may acknowledge to our Boston friends 
having seen somewhat to justify their philanthoropic ire, he will at 
the same time assure them with confidence that very little improve- 
ment in the construction and administration of the Philadelphia In- 
stitution is required to place it, as regards health, on a par with 
their cherished model at Charlestown. 
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Nor would these architectural and disciplinary modifications in- 
Yolve the slightest infraction of the professed principles of the Penn- 
sylvania system. The separation of convicts from each other can be 
as easily effected with due regard to physiological laws as in utter 
defiance of them ; and, surely, hardly any one need now be told that 

* The average length of sentences of white persons is 2 years, 8 months, and 2 
days; of colored, 3 years, 3 months, and 14 days; therefore, my five and a half 
Years’ official connection with the Institution have enable me to witness its effects 
a the health of two Sénérativas of its inmates, if I may be allowed the use of that Tm. 
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where the dictates of these laws are respected they yield in return 

longevity and health, but where their requirements are despised, 

whether it be in a castle or in a cottage, an alms-house or a prison, 

the inevitable results are suffering and death. Now, it must be ac- 

knowledged, that any one visiting the Eastern Penitentiary will find 

a sufficient violation of these laws to account for all the undue 

amount of physical and mental diseases it contains, without charg- 

ing them to the principle of separation. 

The mode of heating the establishment is exceedingly defective. 

In cold weather a uniform and sufficiently high temperature 1s quite 

unattainable, notwithstanding our most strenuous efforts ; and the 

injury to health hence arising is quite too obvious to be questioned. 

If we visit the cells when the temperature out of doors does not 

require the aid of fire, though we may find the walls dry, and the 

clothes and bedding of the prisoners comfortable, yet it is not un- 

likely that we may fiud the former dripping, and the latter saturated 

with condensed moisture ; and, if we add to this, the practice which 

has prevailed of washing or rather flooding the cell floors once a 

week-—some of the prisoners actually turning their hydrants and al- 

lowing the water to flow until the floor is covered-—I think many 

cases of consumption can be accounted for, without seeking the 

cause in the patient’s isolation. 

The importance of fresh, pure air to the well-being of both mind 

and body, need not in these days be insisted on ; yet it must be ace 

knowledged, that the ventilation in the Eastern Penitentiary is de- 

fective. It is true, when the doors communicating with the yards 

and corridors are open a stream of fresh air rushes through the cells, 

which imparts life and vigor to their inmates, but when these are 

closed—-and this under present arrangements must average more 

than twenty-two hours a day-—the current almost ceases, and a 

more or less vitiated atmosphere alone remains to be inhaled by the 

prisoners. 

: There are few more potent sources of ill-health than the emana- 

} tions from privies, and it is certain that in our cells these odors are 

often intolerably offensive. The use of chloride of lime, and the 

tight fitting covers recently applied, have done much to abate this 

; disagreeable nuisance ; but until our supply of water admits of the 

: cess-pipes being washed out at least once a day, more or less injury 

i to health must arise from them. 
i   
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I cannot probably find a more fitting place than this to notice the 
existence of a similar nuisance, which, though situated beyond the 
walls, requires but the aid of a north-easterly wind to render its ef- 
fects in our midst most painfully manifest. I allude to the poudrette 
manufactory located within a few yards of the building. 

Combined with the foregoing hygienic defects it would be hard to ; 
calculate the exact influence of the deficient light of our cells on the ! 
health of. the prisoners, but that it exerts a considerable power in | 
the production of disease both experience and analogy sufficiently | 

On plants, the effects of cellars and other darkened situa- : prove. 
tions are familiar to all; and men and animals when deprived of | 
light, though they enjoy every other source of health, are distin- ' 
guished by their pallid looks and other marks of imperfect organiza- , 
tion. 

I have now enumerated the chief hygienic defects that exist in 
the construction of the cells, and though I do not pretend that any 
of them, save the first, always exist in the extreme, yet all of them 
are present in a considerable degree ; and when their separate influ- 

ences are combined, no candid man can doubt, whether he be friend 
or enemy of our system, that they must exert an unequivocal power 
in the production of disease. 

The healthy or unhealthy character of different trades is well 
known, and it is to be regretted that nearly all those in operation 
in the Eastern Penitentiary are proverbially deleterious. In the 
shoemaking and weaving departments the great majority of our 
prisoners are engaged ; six or eight are earpentering and black- . 
smithing, and the remainder—a third of the whole number—are 
either entirely idle, or pursue the stultifying labor of wool and oak- - 

um picking. In a pecuniary sense I do not deem it practicable, and 
under proper regulations even as regards health, necessary, materially 
to reduce the number of prisoners occupied at the first mentioned 
trades ; but the necessity for employing a single man at wool or 
oakum picking does not exist. ‘ 

As has been mentioned in former reports, another source of injury. 
to the health of the prisoners, is the disproportion that exists between 
the severity of the discipline and the period during which they are 
subjected to its influence. There are many who consider our system 
milder than that of Auburn ; but that is certainly an error. If the 
number and severity of punishments for breaches of discipline be 
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considered a criterion, the Pennsylvania system is certainly the mild- 
er; but those who reflect, will readily understand that the few ard 
trifling punishments inflicted in the Eastern Penitentiary, only prove 
the moral superiority of its discipline, and are no index whatever of 

its influence on the health of body or mind. 

Tt seems to be the opinion of a high authority connected with the 
Pentonville Penitentiary, that the separate system cannot be safely 
administered for more than a year or eighteen months. Iam not 

nee of that Institution, but I truly believe that my own experience 
ustifies me in saying that prisoners can be subjected to the infellt- 

gen! administration of the Pennsylvania System for years with perfect 
safety to both mind and body. Nor do I think that the results of 

Nene of the rare intelligence that has been called to the guid- 

a 

4% the Pentonville Penitentiary can be considered fair criteria of what 
we may expect in an American prison, where the same discipliae is 
adopted. In addition to the direct influences of imprisonment, the 
Pentonville convict has the certainty of an ignominious exile con- 
stantly preying on his mind; and those only who have voluntarily 
left their native country can properly estimate the mental distress and 
consequent disease due to that cause. The prisoner in the Eastern 
Penitentialy has no such harrassing thoughts to contend with. He 
knows that at the expiration of his imprisonment his punishment 
will end; and that he will be frce to return to his native place, or 
to seek any other home prompted by his interests or inclinations. 

If I have charged to hygienic defects in the construction of the 
cells and unhealthy avocations, most of the undue amount of disease 
that prevails among our prisoners, 1 believe the foliowing statement 
will fully sustain the truth of my opinion. Since the opening of the 
institution, about one hundred prisoners have been employed in car- 
pentering and blacksmithing; and it is an interesting and instructive 
fact, that among those so engaged but two deaths have occurred, and, 
as far as I can learn, a solitary case of insanity originated, though 

they have been as rigidly separated from their fellow convicts as 
their less fortunate brethren bending over the last or seated at the 
loom. I think that to every unprejudiced mind, this will be a con- 
clusive proof that there is nothing in the principle of separating 
convicts from each other inimical to life or reason, and the lesson it 
should teach ourselves is too obvious to need discussion. I certainly 

do not wish or expect to see the Institution turned into a penal 
colony of carpenters and blacksmiths, but I heartily desire to see a3 

  

1849 
No. 198. ] 101 

many of our prisoners employed in these capacities as circumstances 
adinit of. 

As regards the effects of weaving and shoemaking on the health, 
I believe that much, very much, can be done to avert their 

evil tendencies. In the trst place, the strictest scrutiny should be 

exercised that the prisoners selected for these employments possess 
the necessary mental and phys‘cal vigor to resist their enervating 
influences, This has not heretofore been the case. Prisoners are 
often put-to weaving and shoemaking whose unhappy fate the offi- 
cers truthfully predict on the day of their reception.* The present 
exercising yards are comparatively little used, and, their high walls 

obstructing the sun are almost perpetually damp, and aid very much 
in keeping the cells in the same condition. The labor and expense 
of converting these yards into excellent workshops would be compa- 
tively trifling, and other exercising yards in every respect superior, 
could be erected at a preper distance. This alone would exert the 
happiest influence on the health of the prisoners, especially if some 
simple gymnastic exercise were combined with it. I have been in- 
formed that machines can be easily constiucted which would enable 
our shoemakers to stand erect when at their work. If this be true, 

the suggestion should not be lost sight of, as cordwaining is by far 
the most destructive to health of all our employments. Besides, when 
symptoms of failing health appear, such arrangements should exist 
as would enable us, instantly, to remove the individual to some out- 

door employment, at which he cculd remain until either his health is 

restored or his sentence expires. At the present time, when the health 
of a weaver or shoemaker begins to fail, he must either struggle on 
at his original employment, or quit it for entire idleness in the In- 
firmary, or be removed to one of the old blocks, where he remains 

profidess to the Institution, and a burthen to himself. The effect of 

this is quite obvivus. 

As I have before declared, nearly a third of our prisoners are en- 
tirely idle, or engaged at that detestable wool and oakum picking, 

or analogous employments. This class is composed of those who 
enter the Institution iu imperfect bodily health, or with minds so 

dull or otherwise imperfect as to render their instruction in ‘any 
mechanic art too tedious or unprofitable; and by those who, having 

*In all efforts that have been male to lessen the injurious effects of these on- 

healthy avocations, I cannot refrain from expresaing my high acnge of the intelli- 

gence and humanity that have been invar-ably displ-yed by the officers of the dif- 

ferent departments.  
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been received in good bodily and mental health, have had either the 
one or the other impaired while engaged at weaving or shoemaking. 
Now, it is evident, that in every respect this is the very worst pro- 
vision that could be made for these individuals. In a pecuniary 
sense it is ruinous, and to the health of both mind and body it can- 
not fail to prove inimical. 

Let us suppose that one hundred and twenty prisoners are received 
during the year. Of these, a certain number will be found to pos- 
sess the necessary strength of body and mind to resist the unhealthy 

influences of weaving and shoemaking. Let them be so employed. 
‘In another class we will find the body strong and vigorous, but the 
mind somewhat defective. Let these men be kept at some laborious 
employment in the open air—-sawing stone for example— and 
whether the sentence be one year or ten, so far from being an ex- 

pense to the State, their labor will prove profitable to the Institution; 
and, what is of infinitely more importance, preserve their mental and 
physical health unimpaired. A third class will present themselves 
with their minds ordinarily developed, but in delicate bodily health. 
These men require some light out-door employment, or to be kept 
in suitable work-shops, at easy and healthy occupations—~ chair- 
seating, turning, carving, &c. And a fourth class differing from all 
these will be discovered——colored boys—-to whom, under present 
arrangements, a sentence of three years is almost equivalent to one 
of death. I do not believe that the high mortality which prevails 

: among colored prisoners is due to any particular influence of the 
separate discipline on persons of the African race, but because nature 
has endowed them with less vitality than their white brethren, and 

* hence they more readily yield to the same destructive influences. I 
believe all that is necessary to relieve us from our present anxiety 
respecting them is to improve the hygienic arrangement of their 
cells, and to take proper advantage of the ample space within the 

walls for affording them out-door exercise and employment. What 
else than dis-ase and death can be expected from shutting up in a 
close and damp cell, at an unhealthy employment, a half developed 
boy of feeble organization. If we were to place five hundred to- 
gether under similar conditions they would inevitably die in the same 

proportion as under their present isolation. 

The foregoing is not by any means a fanciful classification of our 
prisoners. The distinctions are strongly marked, yet all are now 
treated alike——the white and the black, the old and the young, the 

feeble in body and the robust, the weak intellec and the  stong 
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whether the sentence be one year or ten, are nearly all subjected to 
the same unvarying discipline. Is there not a large amount of dis- 
ease due to this indiseriminate administration? 

I have often mentioned the necessity of out-doeg exercise and 
employment, in order to preserve or restore the health of our prison- 
7s. Should I be asked, is it possible to grant this advantage to the 

extent I have indicated? I confidently answer, Yes. We have ample 
space within the walls to admit of at least fifty prisoners being em- : 

ployed five or six hours a day in the open air, without any more | 

intercourse with each other than if they were confined to their cells. 
If it were possible to get rid of the present amount of disease, and 
to start with three hundred fresh prisoners, the proper occupation of § 
our now almost useless yards and gardens would preserve a degree 
of health among them that was entirely unknown to their predeces- 
sors, even should the other hygienic defects remain as at present. 

1 would not be understood to intimate that. there is now no out- 
door exercise afforded to our invalids. Thanks to my predecessor, 
there certainly is; and though somewhat extended since his time, 
yet on quite too limited a scale—just enough to faintly shadow 
forth the vast advantages it is capable of yielding, were it carried 
to its proper limits or resorted to at a proper time. 

Before leaving this subject, I wish distinctly to declare that, in . 
giving prisoners out-door exercise and employment, I neither desire, 
nor deem it necessary, to modify in any way their present rigid 
separation from gaca orHer. Nor will I admit, that my earnest ™_ 
desire to place them under such influences as are calculated to pro- © 
long their lives and preserve their reason is the result of any mawkish 
sensibility. I am willing that the most extreme penalty of the law 
should be inflicted on any offender whose guilt deserves it; but I .- 
cannot admit that a sentence of ¢mprisonment justifies the community | . 
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in placing the convict under any circumstances likely to injure the ‘ — 
health of either body or mind. 

Though the unhealthy avocations pursued by the prisoners, and 

the hygienic defects I have declared to exist in the construction of 
our cells, must injuriously affect the health of their minds, these must 
be supposed to do so through their influence on the bodily organs. 
Those privations which we may consider as acting directly on the 
mind itself I shall now briefly mention.  
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I have heard various estimates of the amount of intercourse af- 
forded to our prisoners, but they were all very much exaggerated, 
My own observation, and the opinion of our most intelligent officers, 
satisfy me that the average daily conversation of each prisoner, does 

not exceed, if, indeed, it equals, ten minutes. This is quite too little, 

Men of strong and cultivated intellects, with books for companions, 

might bear uninjured this privation of social intercourse ; but the 
ignorant and weak-minded prisoner must be more or less injuriously 
affected by it. If it were not possible to remedy this evil, how far 
it might be urged against the system I shall leave cthers to deter~ 
mine; but, happily, there is no amount of intercourse necessary that 
cannot be afforded with the greatest ease. Heretofore, the individuals 
permitted to visit the prisoners for the purpose of moral instruction, 
&c., have been invariably confined to the more educated classes. T 
believe this to be an error. Among those of our citizens who have 
less pretensions to intelectual culture, many will be found who pos- 
sess every qualification necessary to render their intercourse with our 
convicts highly beneficial ; I would, therefore, earnestly recommend 
that their services be immediately solicited. 

Though our library is at present much better adapted to the mental 
capacity and wants of our prisoners than it was a few years ago, it 
is still susceptible of great improvements. Besides, I fear there is 
not always the necessary care taken in distributing the books it con- 
tains to adapt them to the mental development of the different pri- 
soners. I have certainly known works that could interest and in- 
struct the educated only, put into the hands of prisoners in no way 
qualified to understand their subjects, or appreciate their merits. In 
order to derive from the distribution of books all the benefits they 
are capable of yielding, I would recommend that when given toa 
prisoner he should be informed that in due time he would be ques- 
tioned respecting their contents, aud required to discuss their charac- 
ter and merits. If those who enter the cells for the purpose of in- 

struction, &c., were steadily to pursue such a plan as this, they would 

afford more real intercourse, and impart more solid benefit to the 
prisoner, than ten times their number following the present desultory 
conversations. 

The dread of informing prisoners of the occurrences of the day is 

not now so strong as formerly; but I believe they are still kept quite 
too ignorant of passing events, The congreg:ted convicts are much 
better off in this respect than their isolated brethren, as each fresh 

accession to theie number imparts to them all that has past to the 
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date of his imprisonment; and I consider it well that it is so, for to 
afford a prisoner no knowledge of what is passing in saciety, is to 
consign him to a living death, and must certainly disturb the balance 
of his mind, without in any way, that I can conceive, benefiting his 
morals. But there is another light in which this privation must be 
contemplated. One of the most pleasing and important features of the 
Pennsylvania System is the protection it affords the convict fram future 
recognition either by his fellow prisoners, or others that vulgar curi- 
osity may have attracted to the scene of his incarceration. Yet do we 
not often place him in imminent danger of detection by restoring 
him to society as ignorant of its cucrent events as if he had risen 
from the dead. 

105 

I am certainly of opinion, that some means of connecting the 
separated prisoner with the world beyond the walls would in every 
respect prove to his advantage; but I hope not to be understood ag 
recommending him to be informed indiscriminately of al) that passes. 

I believe that we should permit a much freer intercourse bet ween 
the prisoner and his friends than is now the case. Letters—al ways 
passing through the Warden’s hands—and visits from such relatives 
as are known to pursue a virtuous life, might be made the means of 
infinite good to both the mind and morals of the isolated convict. 

The many rude attempts among our prisoners at the construction 
of musical instruments show their strong yearnings after this harmless 
and agreeable recreation. Occasionally, in the different corridors, 
the stillness of evening is broken by strains which are a source of | 
infinite pleasure to the lone musician ; and are, I will venture to 
say, attentively listened to by his less gifted neighbors. By many 
my views may be strongly opposed, but I must express my hearty 
desire to see every prisoner in the Institution, who has the slightest 
musical talent, furnished with whatever instrument he prefers, and 
encouraged to use it at proper times for his own Pieasure and that 
of his associates who may not have the good fortune to possess this 
enviable faculty, Nor in making this recommendation is it the mere 
amusement of the prisoner that I have in view, though I consider 
even that a legitimate object. Over the moral and intellectual nature: 
of nan music has long been acknowledged to possess the most une-: quivecal influence. If we go back to the sacred writings we find; 
many striking illustrations of its power; the Exyptians resorted to its : 
influence in the education of youth, in order to prowote virtue and 
Morality; and in later days the most prominent divine that ever 
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lived, declared, “music to be one of the most beautiful and glorious 

gifts of God, to which Satan is a bitter enemy.” 

If blind revenge were the only object of imprisonment, the mental 

relaxation I have just indicated would certainly be out of place, but 

—in an age which delares the reformation of the convict to be the 

chief motive for his incarceration, and under a system of discipline 

which professes to accomplish this desirable result more effectually 

than any other—I consider that we may not only unbesitatingly, but 

that it is a duty incumbent upon us to furnish the offender with any 

source of harmless amusement that is compatible with his safe de- 

tention. Though under the separate discipline there need be no 

difficulty in affording the prisoner sufficient social intercourse to 

preserve the balance of his mind, he will, nevertheless, have many 

lonely hours that it would be cruel to deprive him of any harmless 

means of beguiling. 

Though not to the full extent of my anticipations, I am happy to 

: say that my prediction of a small mortality for eighteen hundred and 

forty-nine, has been in a considerable degree realized. Six only 

have died; and, what is equally encouraging, the indications of a 

small number of deaths during the present year are quite as flattering 

as they were at the beginning of the past. Indeed, all things seem 

to indicate that the high mortality which has heretofore prevailed 

among our prisoners is at an end; and that ere long the contemplated 

improvement in our discipline, will enable us to present such a de- 

gree of health as will remove all farther opposition to our system. 

To the gentlemen whose opinions and exertions have been mainly 

instrumental in bringing about this improved state of things, I can- 

not refrain from expressing my hearty gratulations ; and I am cer 

tain that it is impossible for me to present them with stronger incen- 

tives to a continuance of these efforts, than the assurance that the 

results in the past year are-but an index of what in succeeding ones 

they are capable of yielding. But in expressing these hopes for the 

future, I am desirous not to be understood as entertaining the belief 

that the mortality of a prison population can possibly be reduced to 

the same standard that exists among persons of the same age in 

society. In all penal establishments—especially those which, like 

the Eastern Penitentiary, receive the human debris of a populous 

city—there exist in the constitutions of the inhabitants, previous to 

reception, causes of high mortality, which no subsequent efforts cab 

fully obviate.* But after making due allowance for the influence of 

* Fora Table, which forcibly illustrates this remark, see Eighteenth Annual 

Report, page 51, 
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admitted disease, we have still a number of deaths, which must be 

attributed to the causes I have mentioned; and it is these, and th 

only, which I expect to diminish. , “ 

During the summer, diarrhcea was exceedingly prevalent am 
our prisoners; but we happily escaped the ravages of cholera For 
this exemption we have reason to be truly grateful; but no on a 
quainted with the mysterious movements of that terrible disea : ald 
be likely to attribute our escape to the nature of our discipline. “ 

To what the table furnishes I consider « iti i i 
necessary to the thorough understanding some ad anon ‘information 

ease that terminated fatally during the past year. No 2156 a 
more or less an invalid from the date of his reception and ddicted 
to those habits which are well known to be one of the mo tf veent 
causes of the disease of which he died. These facts should net be 
lost sight of when comparing the mortality of our carpenters 
blacksmiths with that of the shoemakers, weavers, &c. So ill we 
No. 2385, while in the county prison, that it was deemed me sessary 
for a physician to accompany him on his way hither; and he wen 
carried from the sheriff’s wagon to our Infirmary. Here he Svered 

60 far as, at his own earnest request, to be permitted to ‘ome 
ing. After some time however, his intermittent returned: but eh on 

the day previous to the night on which he died he was ‘at wi as a 

in the evening received his supper without making any s ‘al sand 
Plaint. No. 2405 never complained of the slightest. illeess d sing 

his residence with us. On the 30th March he eat all hi meals te 
usual, and at the hour of locking up appeared to his keeper inp at 
realth. ae died during the night. The post-mortem inspection 

red an extensive accumulation of water in the ventriel of 
he brain. How long this fluid had been collecting it is im voseible 

say, as even to the last moment its presence was not indi eted by 
a single appropriate symptom. Throughout the greater Not the 
illness of No. 1924, we had infinite difficulty in persuading i a 
tke medicine. At first, whatever was prescribed for him be ae ie 
rs mouth, and spit out when unobserved. After this was d tected 

e became irritable, and obstinately refused both food and iene 
or, at least, took them so irregularly, that but little benefit cal 
expected from them. Indeed, I consider it highly probabl “het me 
jife might have been saved had he proved a more tractable vat ns ient. 

I need hardly say, that for the dea nei Nos, 238 ays | th of neithe: 5 
2405, can the Institution be held accountable. No 2385 cont a . acte:  
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his disease before coming under our care; and let that of No. 2405 

originate where it may, it was not of such a character as could be 

attributed to a residence with us. 

No. 2134 was pardoned several weeks before his death; but as 

his disease originated in the Institution, and executive clemency was 

extended to him on account of ill-health, I deem it right to report 

the case. 

With the facts already before the public, it would be folly to deny 

that there is an undue development of insanity among our prisoners; 

but the difference between this and the Auburn Institutions is certain- 

ly not so great as the opponents of our system affect to believe. In 

all penal establishments there is a much larger amount of insanity 

due than in the community at large: hence, 1 am decidedly of opi- 

nion, that if the associate prisons were subjected to the same rigid 

‘ tests that have been always applied in this Institution, they would 

be found to enjoy a much less exemption from mental disease than 

their reports seem to indicate. However, this is a matter which in 

no way concerns us, If at Auburn, Sing Sing, and Charlestown, 

there were an acknowledged insanity of twelve per cent, and a mor- 

tality of ten, that would in no way justify Pennsylvania in permit- 

ing even one in a thousand of her convicts to die or go deranged, 

‘ provided she had it in ber power to prevent him by the adoption of 

a few simple measures suggested by common sense and experience, 

The intellect of four of the prisoners who became deranged during 

the past year was registered on their reception as being somewhat 

defective, but the deficiency was too slight to present any obstacle to 

the pursuit of the avocations generally followed by persons of per- 

fectly sound mind, or probably to attract the attention of others less 

interested than we are in scrutinizing the different shades of mental 

development. And it is among prisoers of this class that mental 

diseases most frequently prevail: in those of thoroughly sound and 

moderately educated minds the development of insanity is compara- 

tively rare. This is an important distinction; as it at once warns 

us of the quarter whence most danger is to be apprehended, and af- 

fords ample time to take the necessary measures of prevention, It 

may possibly be considered a matter of tuch less moment, that a 

prisoner, whose intellect was originally more or less defective, should 

become totally deranged or obliterated, than one whose mind presents 

all the characters of ordinary development. I confess I do not 

think so. It would have been a much more serious evil indeed, if, 
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before the Essay concerning the Human Understanding dispelled the 
doctrine of “ innate ideas,” or the Novum Organum laid the founda- 

tion of the brilliant discoveries that characterize the last and present 
centuries, the mighty intellects which produced them had been 
shrouded in darkness, than if mental night had overtaken one of the 

more humble travellers in the paths of scicnce; but I consider that 
no such distinction can be properly made among those individuals 
whose intelligence barely suffices to guide their own footsteps 

through the co.amon occurrences of life. 

There are two other kindred views which, being also calculated 
to infinitely retard the necessary improvements in our administratioa, 
T cannot pass over in silence—I have heard it said, that if the Penn- 
sylvania System even does produce a greater amount of insanity 
among the prisoners subjected to it, its moral superiority would 
more than counterbalance the evil. I consider this a highly danger- 
ous doctrine. Though society may have the right to des‘roy the life 
of the body, I cannot admit that any object can justify it in placing 
acriminal under influences which it is even feared will endanger 
the well-being of his mind. Besides, if the separate system cannot 
be administered with perfect safety to the intellect, I believe that no 
moral superiority can be claimed for it; for, if the mindjis weaken- 
ed, the power of reformation is diminished in vroportthn, and if 
total derangement is produced all responsibility is at an end. 

In the second opinion above alluded to, it is argued:—that the 
prisoner errs voluntarily, and with a full knowledge of the punish- 
ment that awaits him if detected, therefore, society is in no way 
accountable for the worst fate that can befall him, or bound to take 
any measures to avert it. If this theory contains a particle of rea- 
son or humanity, I submit that the English have very unnecessarily 
seduced their one hundred and sixty capital offences to three; for in 
the days when a man would have been hung for cutting down a 
cherry-tree, hardly value for a dollar, he was quite as well acquain- 
ted with the punishment that the law awarded to his crime as the 
Pennsylvanian of the present day is, that he would be imprisoned a 
certain number of years for committing a burglary. Besides, I am 
confident that the offender against our laws is not aware of the se- 
verity of the punishment that awaits him; nor were those who 
framed our laws; nor are many of those at present engaged in exe- 
cuting them, at all aware of their actual effects on the health of body 

and mind. For my own part, I heartily believe that no arguments 

of the kind are necessary for the defence of the separate system. If  
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its principles are thoroughly understood and acted upon, the results 
will not require any such special pleadings from its friends, for its 
opponents will find nothing to condemn. An honest believer in the 
moral advantages of separating convicts from EAcH OTHER, and 
equally satisfied that their separation can be effected without the 
slightest injury to their physical or mental faculties, I look forward 
to the day when the Pennsylvania System will be made the basis of 
penal restraint in all intelligent communities; but I must in truth 
confess, that I cannot expect credence from others, without first de- 
claring that my hopes of its extension are not founded on the results 
that characterize its past administration in the Eastern Penitentiary. 
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As usual, a number of insane, and more or less weak-minded pris- 
oners, have been received during the year. T
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The degrees of relationship which exist between those prisoners 

who acknowledged having insanity in their families and their rela- 
tives so afflicted, are as follows:—-Parents, 1; grand parents, 1; 

brothers or sisters, 4; uncles or aunts, 7; cousins, 1. A
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All necessary information respecting the following cases of in- 

sanity which originated during 1849, is contained in the following 
table. 
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There is a subject which I would certainly pass over in silence, 
were it not that the views entertained by a few individuals respect- 
ing it are calculated to lead to infinite error. J allude to the prac 
tice of self-abuse. Some of the warmest advocates of the Pennsyl- 
vania System attribute all the insanity and death that have origina-~ 

ted in this Institution to indulgences in this vice. That it is practiced 
with us, as in all similar institutions, and that injurious effects arise 

from it, I freely admit; but I am confident that its frequency, and 
the mischief attributed to it, are both exceedingly exaggerated. It 
is certain that I have known many instances of fatal disease to be 
charged to this cause when the prisoner, in the full consciousness of 

his condition, declared within a day or two of death that he had 
" mever been guilty of it, or. at least, so seldom that it is preposterous 

to suppose that it had the slightest influence in the production of his 
malady. Thus, it was said that the insanity and death of the last 

- prisoner who died in the Institution was caused by this habit, yet 
within half an hour of his death he most emphatically denied having 
ever indulged in it; and I have known and could specify many simi- 
lar instances were I not in haste to drop so uninviting a theme. 

The improvements in our administration, which I have indicated 
as requisite to preserve the due proportion of health among our pri- 
soners, may by some be considered unnecessary, and in others may 
excite surprise. Perhaps, without lengthened discussion, I could 
say nothing more likely to substantiate my opinions, than that they 
were formed at a time when I knew and cared but little for “ sys- 
tems” of imprisonment, and that they have been strengthened by 
subsequent study and experience. When I first took charge of the 
Medical Department of the Institution, I was perfectly ignorant ia 
all raatters relating to penal economy; but my knowledge of hygien 
was sufficient to enable me to discover that, however wise in a moral 

point of view the principle of separating convicts might be, our 
inode of carrying it into effect was calculated to act more or less 
injuriously on the heaith of those subjected to it. Nor was I at all 
surprised to find it so. When the Eastern Penitentiary was erected, 
hygienic laws were so little understood, or, at least, acted on, that 
even hospitals, designed for the reception and cure of physical dis- 
ease, were constructed with but little regard to their principles. 

The following account of fatal cases in this Penitentiary for the 
past year (1849) is presented, viz: Number 2156, white male, aged 
45, born in New-York, after three months confinement in county 

prison, was admitted November 12, 1846; first conviction, crime, 
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horse stealing; sentence, 8 years; afflicted with rheumatism; mill 
wright before conviction, in prison a turner; single man and intem- 
perate, died Jan. 26th, 1849, of paraplegia, after 2 years, 2 months 
and 4 days confinement. 

No. 2885, white, male, aged 32, born in Ireland, confined in coun- 
ty prison 5 weeks, admitted Oct. 2, 1848, with intermittent fever, 
sentenced 3 years for larceny, first conviction, former occupation 
sailor, present weaver, single, intemperate, died March 11, 1849, of 

intermittent fever, in prison 5 mos. 9 days. 

No. 2094, white, male, age, 53, born in Maryland, time in county 

prison, 8 weeks, admitted April 16, 1846, with hernia, sentenced 3 

years for burglary, first offence, occupation, laborer, in prison, wool 
picker, single, intemperate, died March 22, 1849, of hydrothorax, 
in prison 2 yrs. 11 mos. 

No, 2405, black, male, aged 24, born in Pennsylvania, time in 
county prison 2 mos, admitted Dec. 6, 1848, in good health, sen- 
tenced 2 yrs. 6 mos. for robbery, first conviction, occupation, laborer, 

in prison, weaver, occasionally intemperate, died March 31, 1849, 
of disease of brain, in prison 4 mos. 2 days. 

No. 1924, white, male, aged 65, born in Germany, time in coun- 
ty prison 2 mos., admitted Jan. 11, 1845, in good health, sentenced 
5 yrs. for assault and battery, first conviction, occupation none, in 
prison, bobbin winder, married, temperate, died July 20, 1849, of 
diarrhoea, in prison 4 yrs. 7 mos. 

No, 2134, white, male, aged 39, Pennsylvania, time in county 
prison 2 weeks, admitted Aug. 20, 1847, in imperfect heaith, sen- 

tenced 5 yrs. for assault and battery with intent to kill, first convic- 
tion, occupation, shoemaker, in prison, shoemaker, married, intem- 
perate, died Dec. 16, 1849, of phthisis, in prison 3 yrs. 3 mos. 18 
days. 

The following is the percentage of mortality for both colors: 
Whites 2.5, blacks 1.31, percentage of both, 2.17. 

J Assembly, No. 198.]  
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Western Penitentiary—-Physictan’s Report.—During the year 
there has been a remarkable degree of good health, except whilst 

cholera prevailed in the neighborhood, in the summer months; at 
which time there were many cases of diarrhoea within the prison. 
These attacks were sudden and severe in the onset, but very speedily 
yielded to treatment. Every prisoner was made aware of the im- 
portance of reporting the first symptoms of diarrhoea, and thus early 
attention was secured, and prompt relief afforded. Notwithstanding 
the degree of good health enjoyed by the prisoners generally, the 
mortality has been greater than for several preceding years. The 
explanation for this is to be found in the feeble siate of health in 
which several of those who died during this year, had been received 
into the prison. 

No. 1270, black male, received Oct. 28, 1848, “ with a constitu. 

tion broken down by intemperate habits.’”? He had long been a 
vagabond drunkard about our streets and wharves—of very feeble 
intellect. He died Feb. 3, 1849, from exhaustion of nervous or vital 
power, consequent upon previous habits of life—no organ especially 
suffering. 

No. 1273, white male, received Nov. 2d, 1848, “ with heart dis- 
eased, general health feeble—inguinal hernia,” died May 13th, 1849, 

of diseased heart—post mortem examination showed ventricles soft- 
ened and auricles much thinned. 

No. 1062, white male, received March 24th, 1845, “ general con- 
stitution feeble—habits internperate—laboring under chronic dis- 
turbance of digestive organs, and died June 16th, 1849, of chronic 
irritation of stomach and bowels, having been an invalid during all 
his confinement, but at times greatly improved in health. 

No. 1109, white male, received Nov. 17th, 1845, in good health, 
and died Sept. 21st, 1849, of chronic inflammation of bowels. 

No. 128], black male, received Nov. 19th, 1848, “ with diarrheea, 
has scrofulous enlargement of cervical glands,” and died Oct, 34d, 
1849, of pulmonary consumption. 

No. 1224, white male, received June 29th, 1849, “in very feeble 

condition—has had chronic diarrhcea for a long time—at present has 
frequent rice water evacuations, very copious—tongue cold, pulse 

1€4 } 
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very small and feeble, skin cold and clammy——of i 
y small 

y~—of very intemperate habits,” died Oct, 21st, 1849, of chronic inflammation of bowels. 

No. 1207, white male, received Aug. 12th, 1847,“ with feeble constitution—mind very weak;’? on one or two occasions he had nearly starved himself to death—admitted, subsequently, it was with the hope that he would be released from prison on the ground of in- sanity —was very obstinate in his refusal of medical treatment— 
scrofulous disease developed itself, but he died Noy. 16th, 1849, of shower morbus; refusing medical assistance till 100 late to be of any avail. , 
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The Sex, Color, duration of Imprisonment, State of Health on re- 
ception and discharge of each prisoner discharged by pardon during the 
year.—No. 1407, male white, in prison 4 yrs. 11 mos., health on re- 

ception, severe cough, emaciation, upper half each lung tuberculous, 
severe hemorrage of lungs 2 yrs. since, health on discharge improved, 
never out of cell during imprisonment, and but 3 days off work last 
4 yrs. and 9 mos. No. 1065, M. W.,, in prison 4 yrs. 4 mos., on 

reception good, habits intemperate, on discharge good. No. 1076, 

M. W., in. prison 3 yrs. 11 mos., on reception good, on discharge 
good. No. 1007, M. W., in prison 3 yrs. 10 mos., on reception 
good, on discharge good. No. 1112, M. W., in prison 3 yrs. 1 mo., 
on reception good, on discharge good. No. 1180, M. W., in prison 
2 yrs. 1 mo., on reception generally good, suffering from recent injury 
to ancle, on discharge good. No. 1181, M. W., in prison 1 yr., on 
reception intermittent fever, on discharge good. No. 1195, M. W., 
in prison 2 yrs. 5 mos, on reception good, very intemperate, on dis- 
charge good. No. 1230, M. W., in prison 1 yr. 10 mos., on recep- 
tion good, mother epileptic and insane, on discharge good. No. 
1235, M. W., in prison 1 yr., on reception good, parent and two 

sisters died of phthisis, on discharge good. No. 1265, M. W., in 
prison 11 mos., health good on reception and discharge. No. 1268, 
M. W., in prison 11 mos., on reception good, intemperate, on dis- 
charge good. No. 1136, M. W., in prison 1 mo., health on recep- 
tion, disease of hip joint, mother, brothers and sisters died of phthisis, 
on discharge, same condition. No. 1347, M. W., in prison 3 wks., 
on reception, chronic dyspepsia, on discharge, the same. Every pris- 
oner, except two in the shoeinaking department, performed full tasks 
during the year. 

Maryland S. P., 1849—Physician’s Report—During the past 
summer and fall our city has been visited by a very severe form of 
epidemic dysentery.. From the devastating effects of this malady, 
your institution has not escaped, and it will be seen on referring to 

the causes of death, that two-thirds of the mortality has been pro- 
duced by this character of disease. Although the actual number of 
admissions is less than in 1848, yet their average continuance in the 
hospital is much longer. The number of cases of dysentery, more- 
over, is in reality larger than is represented, for many of them com- 
menced as simple diarrhoeas, and are so recorded in the hospital ac- 
count. During the months of January, February, March and April, 
the institution also suffered from an epidemic of erysipelas, but ow- 
ing to the fact that the patients were completely isolated, the con- 
tagion was very limited, and but 24 cases oceurred. Two of the 
deaths herein recorded were produced by it,  
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Of these twelve cases, the last does not enter into our examina- ‘aouazua 
tion. The others will show that the present system of confinement : 

has no particular influence in the production of tubercles. One of 
those who died was already far advanced in phthisis at the time of 
his admission. In No. 4 and No. 8, the tubercles made their appear- 
ance after attacks of pleurisy, and in No. 10 after dysentery. Of 
the seven remaining, it will be seen that two have improved while 

in the prison, and a third after a confinement of two and a half 
years was discharged in the same state of health as at entrance. 
This leaves but four cases in which there was no amelioration. 
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Virginia S. P. 1849—Physician’s Report.—Since our last annual 
report, 738 cases of disease have occurred in the Virginia Peniten- 
tiary, 465 were admitted to hospital treatment. Among them there 
were 9 cases of confirmed cholera, 36 of infcipient cholera, and 176 

of diarrhcea of a thin and watery character, and having evidently a 
choleroid tendency, and we believe that most of them would soon 

have manifested decided symptoms of the prevailing disease, if they 
had not been arrested by prompt and efficient treatment, from the fact 

that several similar cases which were not reported early, either from 
the ignorance or indifference of the convicts, advanced to confirmed 
cholera in from 12 to 24 hours—14 died. All but 4 were in im- 
perfect health when received at the prison, and but one died from 
cholera, and he was an invalid during his whole imprisonment, of 
broken down constitution, and having so little recuperative energy 
that he collapsed immediately he was taken. He would have sunk 

under almost any attack of acute disease. 

Ohio S. P., 1849.—Warden’s Report.—The continued liability 
of the Penitentiary to infection from contagious diseases sometimes 
existing in the county jails from whence prisoners are brought, is a 
source of much annoyance, and may be attended with serious conse- 
quences if some measure is nat adopted to prevent it. When delivered 

at the Penitentiary, the Warden has no discretion in the matter, but 
must take them into his keeping, no matter what disease the prison- 

ers may have on them, or what the consequences are likely to be a | -novtg 
from their reception; and through the anxiety of a sheriff, who may 2 — 
desire to rid his jail of a pestilence, he brings prisoners to the Pen- a aah 
itentiary, infected with disease, without considering or caring for 
consequences, to be confined with hundreds of other prisoners, who, 
from their confined condition, are liabie to become infected with the 
disease so brought into the prison. In view of the circumstances 
above mentioned, we would most respectfully suggest the propriety 
of passing some law to meet emergencies of this character. 
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Ohio S. P., 1849.—Physician’s Report-—For the period of eight 

months, commencing with the lst of December last, to the 29th of 

June, the health of the prisoners was more than usually good. For 

a few days prior to the 30th of June, there was among the inmates 
considerable intestinal derangement, but not of an alarming character. 
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It may not be improper to remark here, that the cholera had pre- 
vailed fatally in this city for eight or ten days previous to its ap- 
pearance in the prison. 
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The first unequivocal cases occurred on the 30th of June, from 
which time events transpired that spread alarm, consternation and 
death, among the panic-stricken convicts, and cast a deep gloom over 
our city and State. 
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On the morning of that day, at early dawn, in the then temporary 
absence of the medical attendant, 1 was summoned to the prison; 
two of the convicts had been stricken with the cholera. The disease 
had been upon them since the day previous, and so deeply had it 
fixed its poisonous effects, that no human skill could avert its fatal 

- consequences: the livid countenance, the contracted brow, the sunken 
eye, and the death sweats, proclaimed in unmistakeable terms the 
alarming character of the disease, which was now within the walls 
of the Penitentiary; these two died shortly. Seven others, in the 
milder stage of the dreadful malady, presented themselves for treat- 
ment on the same morning, all of whom recovered ; but the strong 
tendency to diarrhcea, and the panic among the inmates of the in- «. 
stitution were truly alarming. During the day we prescribed for 
fifty-seven convicts, the most of whose cases were diarrheal; but by 
early and careful treatment, none except the first named cases assum- 
ed a dangerous form. 
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July Ist, 62 new cases, mostly diarrhceal, no deaths; 2d, 63 simi- 
lar new cases, no deaths; 3d, 54 new cases, 2 deaths; 4th, prescribed 

for 151 convicts, 80 of these had copious rice water ejections, no 
deaths; 5th, prescribed for 138, 44 of whom were new cases, one 
death at night; 6th, 30 new cases, 3 deaths; 7th, 27 new cases, 5 
deaths; Sth, 20 new cases, 8 deaths; 9th, from this period no 
record of admissions, 12 deaths; 10th, 22 deaths; llth, 16 deaths; 

12th, 12 deaths; 13th, 7 deaths; 14th, 6; 15th, 6; 16th, 3; 17th, 
2; 18th, 1; 19th, 1; 20th, 3; 21st, 1; 22d, 1; 26th, 1; 30th, 1. 
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In large cities, in camps, and in crowded public institutions, when 
the epidemic has once broken out, it prevails to a more alarming 
extent, than in districts thinly populated. _ 

This may be owing to the aggregation of a large number of hu- 
man beings, and the consequent deterioration of the atmosphere. Be 
this as it may, after the cholera had prevailed here eight or ten days, 
and the old hospital had been crowded with the sick and dying, not 
more than two or three, either of citizens or prisoners, officers or 
medical attendants, escaped an attack; especially those who had been 
occupied in this part of the prison. 

The deleterious agent which produces epidemic disease being pre- 
sent, the system must be in a condition susceptible to its influence, 
before it will be developed; and the convicts, both morally and phys- 
ically, were precisely in such state; depressed by long confinement; 
inhaling, most of their time, an unhealthy atmosphere; shut out, not 
only from the world, but from the contemplation of its enjoyments; 
brooding over their misfortunes, as well as the wrongs they have 
done to others; meditating in gloomy solitude the hopeless future 
with the dreaded pestilence clearly in view, and the almost certain — 
prospect of sickness or death; and death, too, within the walls of 

the Penitentiary ! 

The daily average of sick and invalids in the hospital of the Ohio 
Penitentiary, for the months of August, September, October and No- 
vember, 1849, viz: August 62, September 39, October 36, Novem- 

ber 51, daily. Average for the 4 months daily, 46; days lost by sick- 
ness, 5,807; deaths 2. 

Ohio S. P.—Warden’s Report.—Karly and energetic precaution- 
ary means were resorted to for cleansing and purifying. So thorough 
and seemingly effectual were these measures, so unusually good the 
health of the prison, that the officers of the prison were animated 
with the belief that they should escape a visitation of that terrible 
scourge which was desolating many portions of the country. 

Tennessee S, P., 1849—Physician’s Report.—It seems to be the 
policy of the State to appropriate all the labor of the convicts which 
is available, to the erection of that public edifice. In the meantime 
the interests of the penitentiary seem doomed to suffer the incon- 
venience of that esscntial to their comfort when sick, a comfortable 
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hospital. Ihave no doubt this, in part, has been the cause of an 
increased mortality in the prison, eighteen having died in the last 
two years, making four and a half per cent per annum, which is 
more I believe than has occurred before except under a visitation of 
cholera. This season we have had no cholera in the prison, but 
bowel complaints have been more general, and of a graver nature 
than usual. 

Indiana S. P,, 1849— Physician’s Report. —There have been 

admitted into the hospital 574 cases. The diseases have been of 
the common type, with the exception of the small pox. This dread- 
ful epidemic broke out mysteriously, during the summer, and we did 
not get rid of the disease, though it assumed a mild form, for a long 
time. Twelve deaths have occurred during the past year. Seven 
of that number died of small pox, two of cholera, and the others of 
the ordinary diseases. 

I am happy to say that the present executive, prompted by hu- 
manity, and the necessity which a personal examination disclosed 
for a hospital, has ordered one to be erected immediately, commu- 
nicating with the cell house, which, when completed, will ameliorate 
the condition of the sick convict, and meet all the present demands 
in that regard. 

The good order, which the discipline you have established and 
enforced, since you came into office as wardea, has changed the 
aspect of things, for the better, in every department of the prison. 
The health of the convict is promoted, by attention to personal 
cleanliness, order, and duty. 

Illinois 8. P., 1849—Physician’s Report-—There is no occasion 
for special remark concerning the diseases in the prison; they are 
those common to the climate, and yield as readily and surely to re- 
medies as in my other practice. Many of the convicts are broken 
in constitution when they enter the prison. Those who come in 
sound healthy men generally preserve their health as fully as if they 
were out of the prison. 

Michigan S. P., 1849—Physician’s Report.—The health of the 
Prison was good during the winter, and there was nothing to claim 

particular attention in the hospital department until the latter part  
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of March, when the colored convict Jackson was taken with ah 
hemorrhage from the stomach which proved fatal in a few days. 

  

A post mortem examination was had a few hours after death, 

which exhibited an ulcer of considerable extent in the mucous coat 

of the stomach. The blood vessels of the stomach were highly in- 
jected, and the blood appeared to have escaped from a blood vessel 
uncaped by the ulceration. 

    
     

     

This is the only death which has occurred in the prison during 
the past year. 

      

   The establishment has not, however, been exempt from sickness, 
and in the latter part of the season of a severe form. 

   

  

The diseases of the summer months were principally fevers of an 
intermittent and remittent type, and such as were met with on the 
outside of the walls. 

  

   

  

In the latter part of July the prevailing epidemic began to show 
itself in the more frequent occurrence of cases of cholera morbus 
and diarrhoea. Many of the cases were severe, and so many were 
under the epidemic influence for a time as to seriously affect the 
business operations of the prison. 
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Georgia S. P., 1849—Physician’s Report—~We have had more 

sickness than during the previous year. The measles made its ap- 
pearance in March, and proved uncommonly malignant and destruc- 
tive. On the 8th of that month, Thomas Roberts died of that dis- 
ease, and on the 18th, James L. Lampkin, also sunk under it. 
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   In the month of April, several cases of typhoid fever occurred. 
On the 29th, John Fry died of it, but so far, there has been no further 
mortality from this cause. There have been in all, twenty cases of 

this disease in the penitentiary and amongst the guard, in the ad- 

joining buildings. 

   

   

      

   
For several years there has been a frequent recurrence of typhoid 

fever amongst the guard and convicts, who slept in the cell build- 
ings, and in houses near the south-east corner of the penitentiary 

wall. Ihave considered this part of the buildings illy ventilated, 
and in other respects badly arranged in regard to health. The tan 
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yard which is so arranged as to produce a great excess of moisture 
in this quarter, cannot be otherwise than unfriendly to health, and 
the men who labor in it are decidedly more unhealthy than the rest, 

New-York S. P.—Inspectors’ Report—Of the convicts discharged from Sing Sing prison during the last year, as will be seen by the report cf the physician, a larger number went out in good health than were so received ; and of those received in bad health, a yer small proportion were so discharged. , , 
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IJ]. REFORMATION.—Which may be so sub-divided as to include 

under separate heads the classification of prisoners according to 

age, sex, physical condition, character and numbers; instruction, 

religious and ordinary; moral treatment, tsolaiton and intercourse; 

rewards and punishments; the visitation of friends and pardons. 

1. CLASSIFICATION. 

Sing Sing S. P., 1849-—~Warden’s report—There is one fact 
which has arrested my attention, and which I deem of sufficient -im- 
portance to demand your consideration. Many of these convicts 
possess good dispositions, are obedient to the rules, and are far from 
being irreclaimable in their habits and conduct. Others are so per- 

- verse in their natures, and so corrupted by neglected education and 
evil associations, that they are prone to disregard every injunction of 
authority, and seem to delight in making trouble, and provoking 
strife and contention among their companions, These exert a very 
injurious influence upon the better class, as well as upon the disci- 
pline ef the prison. Could the prison be so arranged as to enable 
us effectually to separate these classes during their entire term of 
sentence, it would materially lessen the difficulties attending its man- 

agement, and would redound to the ultimate benefit of the convicts. 

Georgia S. P., 1849—Keeper’s report.—The law requires female 
convicts to be kept apart fromthe males. We have no other mode 
of doing this, than by confinement in their cells. This operates so 
nearly like solitary confinement as to render its legality doubtful, in 
cases, where that kind of punishment is not prescribed, by the judg- 
ment of the court. Unless some better arrangement is made for the 
accommodation of female convicts, I would recommend, as a partial 
remedy, that the sentence of such convicts be restricted to the lowest 

term allowed by law. 

2, INSTRUCTION. 

New Hampshire S. P., 1849—Chaplain’s report—Several who 
a year since were unable to read but imperfectly, or not af all, are 
reading with much satisfaction and profit, the Bible and other good 

books. 

Considerable progress has been made in writing, arithmetic, &c. 
by several. Probably in no prison in our United States are there 

found so few who are unable to read or write. 
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Connecticut S. P., 1849—Chaplain’s report.—Some who came 
to this institution during the past year, like many who came before 
them, were unable to read. They have, however, under the instruc- 
tions here enjoyed, made commendable proficiency in this depart- 
ment of science. It is an obvious and striking fact, that a very 
large proportion of those who come here, are not only victims of 
vice and crime, but that they are exceedingly ignorant. It has been 

truly said, that intemperance contributes largely towards the filling 
of our pénitentiaries and almshouses; but it should not be overlook- 
ed, that ignorance is also the mother of a large progeny of crimes. 
Those prisoners who are the most intelligent and well educated, 
almost universally conform most readily and cheerfully to the rules 
and discipline of the prison; while those of the opposite character 
are usually the most incorrigible and difficult to manage or in- 
struct. 

M. Y. Inspectors’ Report, 1849.— At Sing Sing prison, the num- | 
ber of convicts receiving instruction in the branches of a common: 
English education, at the date of the report, was 170, or about 1 in 
4 of the total number. ‘ 

At Clinton prison, the number under instruction the last quarter 
was 19, or about 1 in 63 of the whole number. 

At Auburn prison, the number under instruction during the last 
year was 191, or over 1 in 3 of the whole number, 

The provision in the prison law of this State for the appointment 
of teachers to give instruction in the branches of a commen educa- 
tion, is one of decided philanthropy, and of great value to a large 

portion of the convicts who have, before reaching the prison, been 
educated only in vice and debasement. This department seems to - 
have been faithfully conducted, under the supervision of the chap- 
lains of the prisons, who have sedulously endeavored to inculcate in 
addition, that moral and religious instruction, which is of still far S 
higher value. . 

N. Y., Auburn S. P., 1849-—Chaplain’s Report-—We have en- 
deavored to spend the greater portion of our time with those unable 
to read, in order that. they might be better qualified to attend the 
Sunday-school, and competent to read the Bible. Arithmetic has 
been taught to a considerable extent.  
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Writing has not been entirely neglected, though owing to the in- 

convenience in teaching, little has been done. 

It is with no small degree of satisfaction that we are able to re- 
port a much larger number of men taught than last year. 

Whole number taught since January, 1849, 191; of these there 
are now under instruction, 66; discharged from prison, 11; exchang- 

ed for new men, 114; taught in reading, 96; arithmetic, 89; wri- 
ting, 13; did not know the alphabet, 11; knew alphabet, but una- 
ble to read, 7; could read a little, 78; knew nothing of arithmetic, 

61; had some knowledge of do., 28. 

N. Y., Sing Sing S. P., 1849—Teachers’ Report—The number 
of convicts under our instruction at the present time is about 170, 
and, in general, a very commendable anxiety seems to prevail among 
them to profit from the instruction afforded. In some instances de- 
cided improvement has been made; indeed, considering the unfavora- 

' ble circumstances under which they are placed, we think we are jus- 
tified in saying that extraordinary proficiency has been attained. 
Undoubtedly, much more gratifying results would be exhibited could 
lights be so arranged that each convict could share in their benefit. 

The portion of time we are able to spend with them is so limited, 
and that which is left to them after attending their daily duties, is 
also so limited, that any very great general improvement cannot rea- 

sonably be expected. 

If lights could be afforded, so that they could study in the interval 
between being locked up, and the time when they are required to go 
to their beds, we might calculate on a more general proficiency. 

Chaplain’s Report.—In the female prison there has been no school 
in successful operation during the last year. The Legislature made 

special provision for a school, and an instructress was accordingly 

appointed, and the work was attempted. But nothing worth nam- 
ing was accomplished. Very few of the women, who most need 
instruction, appreciate the importance of it. The greater part are 
disinclined to apply themselves to books. 

Matron’s Report.—The instructress employed by you is faithfully 
. devoting herself to the improvement of such convicts as are capable 

of learning and who are willing to be taught. She is now teaching 
classes in spelling, reading, writing, and arithmetic. Many of them 
appear anxious to learn, and are making considerable improvement. 

1249 
No. 198.] ‘ 135 

New-York, Clinton S. P., 1849—Chaplain’s Report.—Number 
of scholars for the last quarter, 19; branches taught, reading, spell- 
ing, and arithmetic. For learning to write, the scholars now have 
no other means, but the use of slates and pencils. Benches were 
prepared for teaching this branch some time ago, but permission for 
their use was given only for a very short time. This branch, there- 
fore, is neglected, although the call for it is often and quite earnestly 
made. The statute on education reads thus: “It shall be the duty 

of such instructors, in conjunction with, and under the supervision 
of the chaplain, to give instruction in the useful branches of an 
English education to such convicts as, in the judgment of the warden, 
or the chaplain, may require the same, and be benefited by it.” 
Can writing be excluded from these useful branches? An education 
which leaves a man incapable of writing a note, or even his own 
name legibly, would hardly, as it seems to the writer, answer the 
intent of this law; nor can he yet see why this branch may not, to 
some extent, be taught here, though it in common with every other 
good effort, must require some money, time, and attention. _ 

The progress of the school has equalled our expectations. 

In the former part of the year, all convicts who desired were per-. 
mitted to appear in the afternoon of the Sabbath in the chapel, to: 
receive instruction from the bible, in classes, the number averaging | 
from 80 to 100. In this exercise Mr. Throop, one keeper, sometimes | 
two, assisted. Early last spring, this manner of teaching the bible | . 
was, by your direction, ordered to cease, as unadvisable, and biblical } N 
instruction to be given at the cell door. In'this new attitude of\: 

alone ; a work requiring from four to five Sabbaths to give each 
individual the same amount of instruction as, on the other system 
was generally given in two hours. Nevertheless, I have done what 
T could upon this new arrangement, spending commonly about three 
hours a Sabbath. 

affairs, the entire labor of teaching the scriptures devolved on myself Ke 4 

AU: 

New Jersey S. P.—Keeper’s Report——During the year, I have 
supplied seventy-two prisoners with facilities for writing. Three- 
fourths of the number, at ieast, have well improved the privilege. 
Some of them could before write very imperfectly. Many others 
had never learned at all the use of the pen. Few scholars are found 
to give better attention than they have done to the lessons imparted. 
From entire ignorance of the art, several have learned to write not 
merely a legible, but a fair and easy hand. ,  
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Spelling books have been furnished to fwenty-seven prisoners. In 
this elementary branch of education, my limited efforts have produced 
some good results. One man, from a mere acquaintance with the 
letters of the alphabet, has learned, by perseverance, to read with a 

tolerable degree of fluency, in a period of three months. 

New Jersey S. P.—Moral Instructor’s Report.—I have continued 
my visits once a fortnight to all the prisoners, taking the two cor- 
ridors on alternate weeks. In addition to this, I have nearly every 
week paid occasional and special visits, as special calls have been 
made, or special duty has seemed to require my attention. 

In this stated routine, I go provided with books from the library, 
‘with pens, ink, paper and slate pencils. My usual distribution of 
books is two volumes to each prisoner ; sometimes one satisfies, and 
sometimes, on the part of the more intelligent and studious, three or 

four are desired. I seek, and for the most part successfully, to 

gratify individual tastes in the selection. Nothing is lost, in conse- 
quence, to the productive labor of the prison; for I think I am sus- 
tained in the opinion, that, as a rule with rare exceptions, the most 

diligent readers are the most industrious laborers. 

Western Penitentiary S. P., 1849—Moral Instructor’s Report.— 

Fifty-four have been discharged by expiration of sentence, and fifteen 
by pardon. All of these were able to read, and most of them to 
write, when they left the prison. The majority gave encouraging 
evidence of their future good conduct. They had all received enough 
of moral teaching to keep them in the path of rectitude, if they felt 

disposed to walk in it. Most of them too had learned trades, by 
which they could make for themselves an honest and comfortable 
living. Letters, some of which the inspectors have seen, have been 

received from many of them, giving evidence that the lessons they 
learned in a prison-house are profiting them in the walks of social 
life. There are, also, living in and about this city, discharged con- 

victs, known to the officers of this prison, who are industrious and 

honest in their habits of life, and respected members of God’s church. 

Of the whole number of prisoners, sixty-nine could read, and 
forty-nine both read and write, at the time of their reception; of 
the remaining fifteen, all have learned to read with considerable 

fluency except three—the three make slower progress in learning. 
Many have learned to write, and have written to their frieads since 
their imprisonment. 
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Forty-seven of those received are unmarried, and thirty-seven have 
families. Sixty-eight of the number received were, by their own 
confession, addicted to habits of intemperance; sixteen say they were 
moderate drinkers. 

Saspatu Scuoor. 

Massachusetts S. P., 1849—Chaplain’s Report.—The Sabbath 

school, instructed by benevolent and competent teachers from the 
churches in this vicinity, has been maintained, daring the period of 
time prescribed by law,—and it is hoped, with no small profit to 
those who have availed themselves of its privileges. 

Connecticut S. P., 1849—-Chaplain’s Report.—The Sunday school 
has been sustained throughout the year in the same manner, and by 
the same teachers, as it was during the last year; and a deep in- 
terest has apparently been taken in the instructions given. Some 
who are now here, and others who have been discharged, have been 
taught to read respectably. 

NV. Y. Inspectors’? Report, 1849.—The influence of the sabbath 
school and the chapel, in prison discipline and management, as well 
as in their impress upon the future destinies of the convicts, cannot 
be estimated too highly. And the prisons have been fortunate in 
enjoying the services of competent, zealous and faithful religious 
teachers. 

Auburn S. P. 1849—Warden’s Report.—The sabbath and even- 
ing schools, under the charge and direction of the chaplain, are pro- 

ductive of much good. Many convicts, who, on their committal 
were unable to either read or write, have made decided progress, 
and will leave the prison with minds improved; and it is hoped will 
profit by the instruction they received while here. 

Sing Sing S. P., 1849—Matron’s Report-—Our sunday school 
forms an interesting part of my duties, in which I am aided by the 
assistant matrons and the lady of the warden of the male prison. 
Immediately after breakfast the convicts are assembled and formed 
in classes according to their several capacities. Those who can 
read acquire their lessons promptly, and nearly all of them manifest 
much interest in bible reading and the explanations of their teachers. 
These exercises continue until half past ten in the morning, when 
they are summoned to attend the chapel service.  
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Ohio S. P. 1849—Warden’s Report—The sabbath school, which 
was discontinued during the prevalence of the cholera, has again 
been organized. There is a large supply of young teachers; men 
having generously volunteered for that service. The sabbath school 
is now ina very prosperous condition, and is an instrument of much 
good to the prisoners. A large number of men and boys, who came 
to the prison unable to read or write, are now learning both, and 
many of them are making a handsome proficiency. 

3. RELIGIOUS EXERCISES. 

The moral instructor of the ‘Western “Penitentiary, Penn., states 
that each sabbath and also on the days recommended by the public 
authorities, to be observed in religious exercises, the gospel has been 

preached to all the prisoners. 

The chaplain of the Auburn prison gives the following account of 
the religious exercises in that prison: On sabbath mornings and on 
Thanksgiving and fast days, all the convicts, except the sick, have 
been assembled in the chapel for religious worship. 

Tennessee, 1849—-Chaplain’s Report——During the period in 
which I have been a regular Sunday visitor to the prison, I officia- 
ted the first year but once a day; but by your request Jast summer, I 

have since then officiated twice a Sabbath. 

New Hampshire, 1849 Chaplain’s Report—Our religious ser- 
vices have been held every Sabbath during the year, and also Thanks: 

giving and fast days. 

Connecticut, 1849—Chaplain’s Report—The religious services 
on the sabbath have been regularly attended, in which a very gen- 
eral interest has been manifested by the prisoners, Reading the 
scriptures, singing and prayer in the hall, and in the female apart- 
ment, has been attended as heretofore, and with much apparent profit. 
I have also uniformly attended a religious exercise in the female 

apartment on the sabbath. 

Maryland S. P., 1849—Warden’s Report—On each sabbath 
~ morning, divine service is held in the chapel, which is very cordially 

attended by the male prisoners, who listen with attention, and appeat 
to besolemnly impressed with the importance of the appropriate dis- 

jeu f 
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courses delivered by the several ministers, who, with such becoming | 
and pious devotion, attend to their sygjgitual wants. During the other 
days of the week, the prison is visited by ministers of several denom- 
inations of Christians. These reverend gentlemen have classes form- 
ed among the prisoners, who alternately meet in the chapel, where 
they are lectured and counseled upon their moral and religious duties 
by those worthy servants of God, whose zeal and interest in behalf 
of their several classes cannot be too warmly commended, and whose 

exertions, it is devoutly to be hoped, will result in a fruitfdl harvest 
of reformation. 

Maine, 1849.—Chaplain’s Report.—In addition to the sabbath 
school we have two services in the chapel on every sabbath. Owing 
to the prison regulations;—as well as some interest on the part of 
the prisoners themselves,—order, decorum and solemnity are main- 

tained during these services. It is believed that the instruction im- 
parted is adapted to them in all the variety of circumstances with 
which they are connected. 

Massachusetts S. P, 1849—Chaplain’s Report.—The chaplain 
would remark, that it has been his constant endeavor, faithfully to 
discharge the duties devolving upon him. With what success, others 
must judge, and time must prove. He is sorry that he cannot speak 
of results more marked and more cheering than appear in the gene- 
ral aspect of things; still he cannot doubt that the instructions, both 
publicly and privately given, on the Sabbath, and from day to day, 
have resulted in good to very many. 

Hlinois S. P. 1849—JInspectors’ Report.—The amount appropri- 

ated for the purpose of procuring divine service in the prison, not 
being sufficient to secure the services of a suitable person to devote 
his time to the convicts as chaplain, we made an arrangement with 
several clergymen of the city to officiate by turns, and we believe that 
service has been performed with regularity, and, we have no reason 
to doubt, with benefit to the convicts, and respectfully suggest the 
continuance of the same or a larger appropriation. 

Eastern Penitentiary, Penn —Moral Instructor’s Report.—TIn ref- 
erence to the duties devolving immediately upon me, I have the 
satisfaction to state, that in the ministrations of the sabbath I have 
been aided, as usual, by ministers of different religious connections, 
to such an extent that three hundred and twenty-one sermons and 
religious addresses have been delivered, averaging fifly-three services  
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to each corridor in the course of the year. It gives me pleasure to 

say, that respectful attentioMMts uniformly given to these lessons of 

jnstruction on the sabbath. While I have never known an instance 

of any unfavorable influence produced by the presentation of divine 

truth to the mind; in many instances, favorable impressions are made, 

which, to some extent, it is hoped, will be productive of the “ fruits 

of righteousness in them who are exercised thereby.” The course 

of duty prescribed by a resolution of the Board, to visit each prisoner 

at least monthly, has been performed. My regular or stated visits 

have amounted to three thousand three hundred and seventy. But 

many additional visits, of a general character, have been made, 

which it is not always convenient or necessary to record. Extra 
visits to prisoners at entrance, and when about to be discharged, will 

alone amount to two hundred, and these are often such as will oc- 

cupy much time. In addition to these, visits in connection with the 

distribution of books, conducting the correspondence of such prison- 

ers as are unable to write their own letters, and a variety of little 

services conducive to their comfort, will swell the amount to four or 

five thousand visits annually, and fully absorb all the time that can 

properly be devoted to the service. 

Ohio S. P.—Chaplain’s Report, 1849.—The regular preaching of 
the gospel on the sabbath has been diligently attended to. 

New Jersey S. P-—-Moral Instructor’s Report, 1849.—The general 
plan of visiting and instraction, has been the same as that reported a 

year ago. The religious services have been conducted in both cor- 
ridors throughout the year, with but one day’s interruption, and that 
caused by a domestic affliction, After appropriate devotional exer- 
cises, I have generally occupied a half hour in each corridor with a 
sermon or lecture, striving always to render my teaching explanatory 
of revealed truth, and my exhortations practical and direct. 

New Hampshire S. P——Chaplain’s Report, 1849.—Religious 
services have been held every sabbath during the year, and also on 
Thanksgiving and fast days. Our bible classes promised much for 
the convicts, most of whom attended. Each convict has been sup- 
plied with a newspaper once a week, care being taken to select such 
as a good man would be willing to introduce into his family. Much 
pains have been taken to excite a love for reading, by the weekly 

\ selection of such books as are suited to the taste, understanding and 
Personal and private conversation is also 
The chaplain should know every man. He 

‘-wants of each convict. 
deemed indispensable. 
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f must, with a sincere and generous sympathy, enter into every one’s 
f peculiar griefs and wants, and the prisoner must know that his past 

F history and present state are sought out, not for the unworthy pur 
, pose of curiosity, but that instruction and comfort may be shed forth 

- on the dark mind and the sad heart. 

Of the results of the labor of the past year, we cannot of course, 

speak with cerfainty. A uniform seriousness and evident attention 
| manifested by all, encourage the belief that religion is at least re- 

f spected, and there are not wanting proofs that the gospel of Christ 
E has been (even in our congregation) the power of God unto salvation. 

The aged man who died in January, departed in great peace of 
} mind, most confidently commending, with his dying breath, his soul 

into the hands of his Redeemer. 

There seems to be an increasing degree of hope or confidence on 
the part of our convicts, and the idea—I may yet (after all that is 
past) be something, do something, the favor of God and man may 
yet be secured—is more generally entertained. 

Maine S. P., 1849-—Chaplain’s Report.—The convicts have be- 
t haved themselves well, and are remarkably solemn and attentive 

§ during divine service, of which we have held two each Lord’s day. 

Our sabbath-school the past season contained a larger number than 

usual, and many of them manifested an interest in bible instruction. 

Chaplain’s Report, 1849.—The chaplain visits the prisoners every 
week in their cells, where there is every facility of imparting and 
impressing religious truth. The visits are received with great appa- 

rent kindness and interest. 

New-York, Auburn S. P., 1849—Chaplain’s Report-——The teach- 
ets appointed for the purpose of giving instruction in the elementary 
branches of education, have faithfully, and it is believed, successfully 

discharged their duties. 

Of those who could not read, or who could read but very little, 
about fifty have been so far advanced as to be able to read the bible 
with considerable facility; and nearly as many more are making 
slow, though we trust, sure progress toward the same attainment. — 

About one hundred—chiefly young men—have also been instructed  
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in the fundamental principles of arithmetic. In general they have 
manifested great interest in these studies, and made very respectable 
progress. Great numbers apply for instruction, who cannot be 

taught for the want of lights and time to attend to them. As the 
teachers, under present arrangements are obliged to instruct their pu- 

pils singly through the grates of the cell door, they can teach but a 
very limited number. The advancement made by those who are 
taught, is also very moderate as compared with what it might be in 

circumstances favorable to the classification of their pupils. 

Religious tracts have been freely distributed on the Sabbath, and 
are always gladly received. It is believed that the revelations of 
the future, will exhibit numerous instances in which these unpretend- 
ing messengers have made most salutary impressions. With the 

exception of three months, from one hundred and fifty to one hundred 
and seventy-five convicts have been assembled every Sabbath morning 
in the chapel, chiefly for the purpose of studying the bible. There 
being an unusually large number of students in the seminary, we 
have had no difficulty in obtaining a full supply of most competent 
and zealous teachers. 

With few exceptions, the hospital has been visited daily. From 
one to three hours every week day evening, and from three to eight 
hours on the Sabbath, have been devoted to personal conversation 

with the prisoners at the door of their cells. 

While there are some of the more advanced in life who give en- 
couraging evidence of sincere contrition for past sins and of an 
honest purpose to reform, another year’s experience has greatly con- 
firmed me in the opinion, that it is to the young men we are chiefly 
to look for success in our labors. A careful investigation shows that 

5A of the 609 convicts now in prison, 333, or more than +%;4, were un- 
der 30, and 59 were under 20 years of age at their conviction. 

NV. Y., Clinton 8. P., 1849—Chaplain’s Report. A healthier sen- 

timent in respect to the Christian religion. Infidelity has evidently 
lost much of its popularity in this penitentiary. 

Al better state of morals. Profane and impure talkers, chapel 
triflers, scoffers of sacred things in general, are diminished in number. 

Al few old hopers have been revived, and hopefully brought to re- 
pentance. My charitable belief is, that a few individuals, out of 
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F many, who came here as professors of religion, have been made truly 
humble before their maker, three of whom have left the prison. 

it has, by the spirit of God, hopefully wrought true conviction in 
| afew.—Every Sabbath morning through the year, I have been 
| present at chapel service ; and, except in two instances, have preach- 
; eda sermon, on both of which my desk was supplied. 

N.Y. Sing Sing, S. P., 1849.—Chaplain’s Report. My labors 

on the Sabbath are arduous, yet interesting. I preach twice, @. ¢., 
; once in each prison—attend a third service in the hospital, and spend 

two or three hours on the galleries, talking to the convicts at the 
door of their cells. The attention paid to preaching is always good 
and orderly. 

Tennessee S. P, 1849.—Chaplain’s Report. Whether the general 
character of the prisoners has been improved by religious teaching, 
you have better opportunity of judging than I possess. If you are 

| satisfied that religious teaching does really elevate the standard of 
moral character in the prison, I trust that you will exert your influ- 
ence towards having a regular chaplaincy appointed by the Legislature, 
in order that so Jarge a body of men may not be left without constant 
Sunday services, A prison of two hundred men is a parish in itself, 

j and requires for the sick, the dying and the penitent, the regular 
visitations of a clergyman. Certainly no more responsible charge 
could be committed to a minister of God. 

The experience which my labors have given me, convinces me, that 
teligious instruction produces upon the minds of convicts the most 
beneficial results. Knowing in the outset, that seventy out of the 
two hundred men could not read, I assumed that they were wholly 
'gnorant of the Bible; and of the remainder, I suspected few possessed 
much knowledge of it, or they would not have been there. 

4, MORAL TREATMENT. nner 
Maine S. P. Warden’s Report, 1849—Many of the advocates of 

the congregate system, either willingly or inadvertently confound the 
terms “ separate” and “ solitary” as applied to prison discipline, 
and carry their notions of moral influences so far as almost to make 
the prisoner forget his crime and degradation, and to look upon him~- 
‘lf merely as an unfortunate individual ; and they often go far to- 
Wards making him forget that his residence is within the walls of a 
bison, by furnishing extensive libraries, establishing schools, and  
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introducing singing and debating clubs. While all these comforts 
‘are allowed to prisoners—while they are scarcely permitted to hear 

‘of crime and its consequences—while they are led to believe that 
they are only required to go hand in hand with the officers, moving 

' on the same level and enjoying about the same privileges—while 
they are permitted to consult their own feelings whether they will 

work or play, there is great danger that a premium is offered for 
crime. 

While the inspectors would cheerfully recommend every measure 
calculated to improve the mind of the convict and call into action his 
better feelings, they cannot think that justice, either to society or 
the convict, requires that their condition while in prison should be 
better than that a majority who are at liberty, and who in many cases 
are obliged to contribute towards the expense of their confinement. 

New-York, Auburn S. P., 1849—Chaplain’s Report.—To teach 
this class of men that they are “ unfortunate,” rather than “ guilty,” 
is to direct their attention from all correct views of themselves, and 
fix their thoughts upon the alleged injustice of the law, rather than 
upon the criminality connected with the violation of it. To pursue 
this course is effectually to stifle those convictions of guilt which are 
essential to that repentance which lies at the foundation of all 
thorough reformation. Men do not repent of that for which they 
do not feel guilty; nor are they likely to be benefited by punishment 
for what they are taught to regard as mere misfortune. Punishment, 

under such circumstances, is felt to be unjust; and while so viewed, 
will not improve the subject of it. 

New-York, Sing Sing S. P., 1849——Warden’s Report.— Experi- 
ence has satisfied me, that a mild yet decided and firm mode of gov- 
ernment, in the management of convicts, is more salutary than the 
system which has been pursued in some of our prisons, of addressing 

and treating them as it they possessed no feelings which could be 
reached by kindness and encouragement. I have found that mild and 

humane treatment does much to improve the dispositions of many of 
the more viciously disposed—that they submit more cheerfully to the 

tules of the prison, and work more diligently and faithfully. Cases, 
however, not unfrequently occur where sympathy and kind treatment 
fail; and as obedience and submission are indispensable, and must 

be secured, such authority must be exercised in the infliction of put- 
ishment as becomes necessary to that object. 

: pair to a mejority of its inmates. 
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Tadiana, 18!9—~Moral Condition — Warden's Report.—No Sunday 
school or other religious or moral institution exists in the prison. 

he convicts exhibit an anxiety for religious and moral instruction, 
and for religious, moral and interesting books. 

New-Hampshire—Warden’s Report.— Perhaps there is no prison 
in the work! where the convict is better provided for, where his phy- 
sical, moral, intellectual and religious requirements are so well sup- 
plied as in this; and probably no prison has better convicts, many 

} improving in intelligence, mechanism and science. 

Ohio 8. P.. 1849—Warden’s Report.—Kindness, a principle foun- 
| ded in the soundest philosophy, and clearly adapted in its influence 

to the structure of the human mind, should be permitted to have the 
ascendency in every disciplinary system, whose end is reformation, 
over the more savage code, which commands and insures every act 
of obedience by brute force. That by the operation of mildness and 
pity, hope may even lighten up, with its lambent’ flame, the cell of 
the convict ; and the penitentiary itself cease to be a den of des- 

That the true principle of prison 
discipline is, degraded and criminal as the convict may be, still to 
tecognize him as a man, to address him as possessing the suscepti- 
bilities of our common nature, and as capable of a destiny far above 
that to which his vices have degraded him. That the ingredient of 
hope should be thrown into his bitter cup, and he be led to aspire 
after better things, to form even the purposes of recovering a lost 

| character, and a standing among men, when he shall be again per- 
mitted to mingle with them, 

That the foregoing views are not mere idle theoretical speculations, 
incapable of practical or useful application, the history of this year’s 
transactions will, perhaps, seive to show more forcibly than any 
other, 

On the 30th of June, the cholera broke out in the prison, and the’ 
hospital being of insufficient capacity, the now abandoned work- 
shops were converted into hospitals, divided into wards, and phy si- 
cians and nurses appointed to each. 

A large number of the guards, panic stricken, fled when their as- 
Sistance was most needed, and their places had to be supplied as best: 
they could. : 
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At this time the strict discipline of the prison, was from the ne- 

cessity of the case, relaxed. The prisoners were permitted to con- 

> verse with each other. All grades of character were exhibited, from 

> man-like heroism and stoical indiderence, to the most timil, sensi- 

tive and shrinking agitation. Indeed, the situation of the prisoners 

was such as to weaken and overcome the ordinary fortitude of men. 

The impulse to flee was checked by frowning prison walls, while 

death and sore distress reigned on every hand. To pass through the 

prison yard, at this time, was a trial of heart and nerve. It was 

impossible to meet the eager throng that gathered about at every 

. step, and hear their piteous appeals, without emotions deep and pain- 

ful. “In the name of God, sir, can we not have our pardons?” “Is 

not the Governor coming?’ ‘ Will not the Governor come and 

have mercy on us?” “ Must we be kept here to die?” “ Our punish- 

ment is too great!” “For the love of Jesus speak to the Governor 

in my behalf!” “I plead for my liberty, my life!’ Others would 

; submit more passively to the necessities of their condition, and would 
: agree together, in case of an attack of the disease, to aid each other. 

At this time the prisoners entreated earnestly, importunately, and in 
many cases in terms of moving tenderness, that they might not be 
locked up in their cclls, assuring me of the best behavior in return 

for such forbearance. 

In my own judgment, as well as that of others, their condition re- 
quired, as far as possible, a relaxation from the ordinary strictness 

of prison discipline. I therefore resolved upon the somewhat hazard- 
ous experiment of leaving them out of their cells. The number of 
guards upon the walls was increased, and a day and night watch 

constantly kept upon the walls and the roofs of the buildings. 

Many feared unpleasant consequences from this relaxation of dis- 

cipline, and predicted insubordination, mutiny and revolt, as the pri- 
soners had almost unprohibited opportunity to converse with each 

other. Fears like these, however, happily were not realized. The 
prisoners generally, seemed penetrated with a deep sense of gratitude 

in view of the forbearance with which they were treated, and the in- 
terest which was manifested in their welfare and safety. They were 
very efficient and useful; in many cases bold, unflinching and perse- 
-vering in administering to the wants and relief of the sick. 

& During sixteen days and nights this state of things continued, when 
no key was turned upon a prisoner, and yet the most perfect good 
order and subordination prevailed among them all that time. 
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When the proper time came for resuming prison discipline, the 
prisoners returned in perfect order to their cells, and relapsed into 
their ordinary prison habits without resistance or complaint. I re- 
gard this act itself, as the best possible commentary upon the mode 
adopted in this penitentiary for the discipline and government of its 
inmates. 

Since the subsidence of the cholera, the most perfect good order 
and subordination have prevailed in the prison, and less punishment 
than formerly of any kind has been required. The survivors seem to 
appreciate the efforts which were made in their behalf to secure them 
from disease and death, and endeavor to show that appreciation, by 
extraordinary good conduct. , 

The report of the moral condition of Ohio State prison has the 
following: 

The kindness and sympathy evinced by the warden for their wel- 
fare, has had a much more favorable effect than could have resulted 
from harsh or unkind treatment. 

These unfortunate persons, though confined within the walls of a 
prison, and degraded in the eyes of the world, yet are human beings 
who can be actuated by a spirit of kindness or revenge, as their 
treatment may dictate. The kindness shown them during that try- 
ing time has had a very happy effect upon their conduct. 

5. REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS. 
ee HC I EE 

Massachusetts S. P.—The inspectors invite attention to the 
Act ot the Legislature, passed at their last session, forbidding, in all 
cases, the use of corporal punishment in the prison. In our opinion, 
founded in some experience, the natural and sure tendency of such a 
Measure, is to lower the standard of discipline among the convicts, | 
heretofore maintained, and so essential to the good order and best 
Interests of the prison. 

The convict in prison is now in fact officially informed, that what- 
ever acts of disobedience he may commit during his imprisonment, 
the severest punishment that can be inflicted upon him, is solitary 
confinement in his cell:—That corporal punishment is in all cases 
forbidden, by an act of the Legislature.  
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Among the proofs of the injurious effects of this law upon the 

government of the prison, as experience proves, is the more frequent 

occurrence of acts of insubordination among the prisoners, since it 

passed than before; and which, we think, in the absence of other 

known reasons for the change, is justly attributable to the existence 

of the law. 

We would not now or ever, appear as advocates for the indis- 

criminate use of corporal punishment, nor ever in ordinary cases of 

disobedience, but only in extreme cases, when all other modes of se- 

curing obedience shall fail, and even then, we would have it admin- 

istered in as limited an extent, and with as little severity as is con- 

sistent with the end to be gained by it. The very knowledge of 

the fact, that corporal punishment is occasionally inflicted on the 

convict, and may be at any time, in the discretion of the proper offi- 

cer of the prison, has of itself, the effect to discourage and suppress 

acts of insubordination, while the announcement of the fact, that 

such punishment is wholly forbidden by law awakens and encoura- 

ges aspirit of disobedience and misrule. 

The wisest of men has placed the rod in the hand of the parent 

and commanded the use of it, and warned him in words of inspira- 

tion, against the consequences of neglecting it. If, then, this mode 

of punishment is needful in the family circle, between parent and 

child, in order to maintain obedience to parental authority, shall it 

be forbidden by law in the public prison, the crowded dwelling place 

of hundreds of unprincipled, turbulent and refractory spirits, who are 

in the daily habit of violating the laws of the prison when they can 

do it unobserved, and when it is supposed by them that some per- 

sonal advantage can be gained by it? 

The present is no time to relax the discipline of the prison. On 

the contrary, it is manifest that a more rigid, unwavering, and effi- 

cient course of government is called for, and must be adapted, or tbe 

{nterests of our institution must suffer. All its rules, regulations and 

ordinances must be strictly and uniformly enforced; and the whole 

details of government so administered and carried out, that the prison 

shall continue to be as it has heretofore been, a dread to evil doers. 

But, in order to accomplish this important end, every means necess2- 

ry to be employed, which is lawful and humane, must be placed un- 

reservedly in the hands of the proper officer of the prison, to be by 

. him used, when, and in such manner, and to such extent as he shall, 

\ under the circumstances of the case judge best; and if he abuses his 

} 

No. 198. 149 

trust, remove him from his place. 
fully and judiciously discharges the duties confided to him, let him be 

fustained and enccuraged, and his arm strengthened by every needed 
aid. 

For reasons which we do not now undertake to assign, convicts in 

considerable numbers, are returning to the prison, after comparae 
tively short absences, charged with fresh violations of the law, and 
among theat are some of the most hardened and accomplished “vete- 
rans in crime that ever tenanted a prison, or infested a community 
These accessions of hardened offenders, whose whole thoughts, plans 
of operation and propensities, are turbulent and aggressive together 
with an increasing number who come to us for the first time ad- 
monish us of the necessity of visiting every offence, whether agera- 
vated or trivial, with certain and merited punishment. x | 
will be sufficient to calm and reduce to steady obedience, the surges 
and heavings, so to speak, of that restless and perverse mass of mind 
with which we have to do. . , 

Punishment by solitary confinement in the cell, is not only far less 
effectual in securing obedience and deterring from crirse than is cor- 
poral punishment, but is also, liable to other weighty objections. A 
man thus shut up and secluded from the world, a living tenant, as it 
were, of the tomb, deprived of air and exercise, and of the light and 
genial influence of the sun, so essential to his well being, can hardly - 

fail to suffer in health of body and mind, if his confinement be pro- 
tracted for any considerable length of time. 

. There are many convicts in the prison, who prefer solitary pun- 
ishment to the ordinary discharge of their duties, in their several de- 
partments of labor, and even for a protracted period of time. 

One man remained in his cell forty-five days, and another sixty-six 
days, during the six months next following the exclusion of corporal 
punishment from the prison. 

Some, and perhaps many, may be tempted to rebel against the 
tales and regulations of the institution, for the sake of incurring the 
penalty. 

; For the first six months of the past year, corpora) punishment was 
inflicted on nineteen convicts, and the whole number of Stripes im-. 
posed was eighty, being an average of a little less than four to each: 

Nothing less. 

But if, on the contrary, he faith- 
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and thirty-four convicts were punished by solitary confinement, for 

different periods, amounting in ali, to one hundred aid thirty-seven 

days. For the last six months, when solitary punishment alone was 

administered, eighty-nine convicts were punished by solitary confine- 

ment, the whole aggregate time being five hundred and forty-five 

days. If, then, six months gives an aggregate of five hundred and 

forty-five days of solitary punishment, which occasions the absence 

of convicts from Jabor the same length of time, twelve months would 

give an aggregate of one thousand and ninety, being the whole num- 

ber of days, in three years, wanting five, and consequently equal to 

the entire labor of a single convict for the same time. This, we 

think, may be looked upon by the public, as rather a startling re- 

sult, and one to be provided against if practicable. And it will be 

remembered, that while the labor of the convicts is thus suspended, 

and all income from their earnings ceases, they themselves are sup- 

ported by the State, at a cost of no inconsiderable amount. 

It is to be hoped that the interests of the State will not be con- 

sidered paramount to the reformation of the convict. 

By an Act of the last Legislature all corpora] punishments in the 

State prison were abolished, and a system of solitary confinement 

enjoined, as the only punishment to be inflicted. In other prisons, 

I believe, where corporal punishment is forbidden, chains, and balls, 

and cold water are resorted to, as well as solitary confinement. But 

bere the only punishment allowed, is solitary confinement, and con- 

sequently, a larger number of solitary punishments are recorded, than 

heretofore, under my administration. 

“ Gince the abolition of corporal punishment the prison has become 
fall to overflowing, and there are now here, more bad and desperate 

men than I have ever known before;—men full of energy, and de- 
termined to escape from confinement if possible. 

‘When it was first known to the convicts that corporal punishment 
was abolished, a disposition for a short time, was evinced by some 

of the worst men, to disorder and bravado, and several were obliged 

to be subdued, by long and severe confinement. Yet, notwithstand- 

ing, Ihave been able, by firmness, kindness, and patience, to pre- 
serve a state of general good order, industry, and propriety among 
the convicts. I have always felt a sincere desire to do them good, 

and make them happy, and they in return, have always, with the 

‘cea for the cure of all prison disorders. 
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exception of only a few, evinced a disposition to please me, b 
willing and cheerful submission to the laws of the prison We he . 
now learned to govern without stripes, and I have reason to beli ve, 
that less of solitary punishment will hereafter be needed. I aware 
abhorred the infliction of stripes, and never inflicted them without 
regret. It is a barbarity which I trust, advancing civilization will 
everywhere discard, and I hope the government of this prison will 
never be compelled to resort to it again. The moral power of 
example, if we succeed without the lash in governing this reat 

prison, filled with the worst of men, will tell everywhere in favor of 
humanity, and will serve as an argument unanswerable, in favor of 
the backs of our fellow citizens in the navy and army. For if m " 
derers, incendiaries, ravishers, robbers, burglars and felcus, can be 
governed by hundreds together, in our prisons, without striy es, m , 
not our fathers, brothers and sons, while in the service of our count ., 
be held in control without the use of the lash 2 I know that cor oral 
punishment does sometimes operate powerfully in subduin a in 
tractable and brutish disposition. The torture of the cat inflicted 
upon the bare back, raising the skin and drawing “the blood with 
every lash, is enough to subdue the stoutest will. It acts like o} 
of the heroic remedies in medicine, quick and powerful, and there. 
Jore the governors of prisons are constantly tempted to resort to it 
more and more, until all other punishments are laid aside as ineffi- 
clent, and the lash resorted to alone, as the great and universal pana- 

To this en i 
tend in a prison where the lash is allowed. The conduct op connie 
is often such as to excite the angry feeling of the warden or the 
oficers, and then, the first impulse is always to blows. 1 have ; 
doubt, that more stripes have been inflicted in prisons to gratify the 
resentment of officers, than for all other causes put together . N 
one but the warden of a prison can know how many tem tations 
are constantly presented for the use of the Jash. The convict r ° 
ceives his punishment at once, and returns to his labor, his time ‘is 
saved, and the pecuniary interest of the prison is enhanced The 
resentment of the officer against whom the prisoner has offended is 
gratified, and the subordinate shows himself pleased with his suy . 
Nor ;—~but where the lash is allowed, no punishment short of it is 
always satisfactory, and grumbling, and evil predictions are heard in 
the guard-room. This power has been placed in my hands several 
Years, but I would not entrust it in the hands of another, knowi ’ 
how sure is the growih of severity in a situation like this and how 
tuch there is here to harden the heart, and render it callous to hen 
man suffering, I have always striven to resist these influences with  
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all my power. For I believe there is no evil more dreadful than 
the loss of affection for our kind. When I entered upon the ¢ “ 
charge of these duties, TE prayed that God would enable me toa : 
minister the governinent of the prison in accordance with the grey 

law of humanity, promulgated by the Saviour, to do by others as 
should wish to be dealt by if I were in their situation. And rn 

always found, that the nearer I have been able to keep myse an 

others up to the true meaning of this law, the more success u Ps 
been the government of the prison. I have often announce: to the 
convicts ray resolution to govern by this precept, and have frequently 
called upon them, and not without success, to live and act in con- 
formity thereto. Yet an under current of opposition to this syste 
of government, has always existed among a few of the officers, whic 
has affected injuriously, the government of the prison, and has ren- 
dered my success less ol:vious than it otherwise would have been. 
Officers that are constantly predicting evil, are very naturally led te 
hope it, and it is always easy by negligence, and the exhibition of 
ill-temper among the convicts, to produce it. I have borne wit 
this opposition up to this time, in the hope that by roe 
friendship, I might at last win them over fo codperate heartily “i 
me, in the government of kindness which T have adopted. But their 
attachment to “ the old discipline” is so inveterate, that they can 
see nothing but evil in the new. The cry that the discipline is 
running down, was raised before I had been here a weck, and ms 
cry is still repeated, and has lately echoed from the press ins 
vicinity. Yet I think I can safely say, that all the concerns © the 
prison have never been better than they have been during the last 
six years. A degrec of order, industry, good and kind feelings, have 
existed among the convicts, perhaps unparalleled for so long a perio 
of time. But when I came here, after the death of my predecessor, 

who was killed by one of the convicts, I immediately saw that a 
general feeling of hostility existed against the officers. The convicts 
were held in restraint only by fear. Anger and revenge were ce 
picted upon their countenances, and more murders were daily appre- 
hended. Soon, however, all this asperity subsided, and kindness, 
cheerfulness, and pleasant looks became almost universal. And there 
has since been no conspiracies, no outbreaks, no resistance of author- 

ity. No officer has been killed, assaulted, wounded, or struck. The 
convicts have been constantly counselled to repent of their former 

evil lives, to begin here a new life,—a life of goodness, and coms 

sequently of happiness,—to form here habits of order, peatness) 
dustry and good manners, and to endeavor to make themselves Mr i. 

and ready workmen in their several trades, to enable them hereafle 
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to earn an honest livelihood for themselves and families. And I 
believe that almost all have become greatly improved under this discipline, and a large majority continue to do well after their terms of imprisonment have expired. The health of the prison has also been unparalleled daring this time. There have been but twelve deaths for the last seven years, a mortality of less than one-half of one per cent. But during the seven years immediately preceding, there were thirty-three deaths, showing a decrease of mortality in the last seven years, of nearly three hundred per cent., and health of mind or freedom from insanity, has during the same time, been equally rematkable. And I find, in the last report of the Prison Discipline Society, tables comparing the interests of the several State prisons in this country, from which it appears that the earnings of 

| the convicts here, are much larger than in either of the other prisons. 

In consequence of the repeal, by the last Legislature, of the law authorizing the infliction of Stripes, to a certain extent, if found necessary, in the State Prison, the Chaplain would express his views as they now exist, by submitting for consideration, the subjoined extract from a communication made some ten years since, in answer to the question proposed by Rev. L. Dwight. ‘ 

“ What do you think is the best system of punishment for misde- 
meanor in prison ?” 

The following is his reply, in part. 

Many of the offences committed by prisoners, are, comparatively, trivial; but still they are offences, and must be noticed. For such violations of law and order, the offender may, with propriety, in the first instance, be reprimanded, and cautioned, and even kindly Teasoned with; assuring him, however, that a repetition of the offence will assuredly be visited upon him with greater Severity. 

Offences of a more serious character, may, in most cases, if not often repeated, be succesfully punished by solitary confinement, for such a length of time, and by such privations of foed and bedding, as the nature and aggravation of the offence may demand, and the temper and spirit of the offender may render necessary, in order to secure obedience in future. : 

The next question which Seems, naturally to present itself fo: con- sideration is this,—- whether stripes, or the infliction of corporal  
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punishment, can, with propriety, ever be resorted to, in the govern- 

ment of a well regulated Prison. 

That the affairs of a prison may be conducted without a resort to 

: stripes, I have no doubt; but, after careful observation, and much and 

' deliberate consideration in regard to this delicate and much agitated 
subject, 1 am clearly of opinion, that, in some cases, stripes may be 
resorted to, with a more ready effect, and a far happier result, both 
to the individual punished, and to the institution, than can be secured 
from solitude, with customary privations. But where stripes are 
authorized, as a part of the system of discipline, adopted in any 
prison, the number of stripes and the circumstances of their infliction, 

should be carefully regulated, and should be watched with a vigilant 
eye by the legally constituted board of supervision, attached to such 
Institution. I feel confident that this mode of punishment, in the 
ease of certain individuals, will, in a very short time, effect that 

. which days and weeks of solitude and starvation, and even chains, 
; cannot accomplish; and this too, without endangering the health of 
| the sufferer, as is often done by solitude with its usual privations. 

But I would say distinctly that I would never resort to stripes, 
where there is a rational prospect of a favorable result to the insti- 
tution and the offender, by the adoption of a milder and less painful 
course. Still, I would never recommend it to any State, by legal 
enactments, to cut itself off from the power, should occasion call for 
it, to enforce okedience by thefinfliction of corporal chastisement. 
But whatever may be the mode of punishment,—whether by solitude, 
with its customary privations, or by the infliction of stripes, a record 
should be kept of every case of punishment, setting forth its nature 

' and extent, together with the offence for which it was inflicted; 
| which record should be open to the proper authorities, whenever they 

see fit to examine them. 

By a police regulation of this institution, which is never infringed, 
no more than ¢en stripes can be inflicted on an offender at any one 
time; nor an additional number at any other time, for the same offence. 
without the advice and consent of the inspectors. By a further 
regulation, no subordinate officcr, who has charge of the convicts at 
their labor, is permitted in any case, to strike a convict, except it be 
in self defence. All violations of the rules and orders of the prison, 

are required to be reported to the warden or deputy warden; and such 

measures are thereupon adopted, as the nature and circumstances of 
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E the violation of the.case may seem to require. 
F be the case. a : 
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This should always 

Jn case it is decided, after a full and patient hearing of the case 2 i that stripes shall be administered, the warden, or, in his absence, th 
f deputy warden, determines the number of stripes, nates 
, some officer present to inflict the same, which i 
} presence; adopting it as an invariable rule, never to designate the 
t officer who reports the offender, as the person to inflict the punish 
: ment; thus securing the offender from the influence of an Nlge os 

ill-will which such officer might, possibly, harbor against him. A 
F an illustration of the efficacy and favorable results of punishment by 

and designates 
is always done in his 

y grudge or 

stripes, in particular cases, I will refer to a single instance. The 
subject of this punishment was committ:d to this prison, in the year 

| 1827, about one year before I became connected with the institution 
The term of his sentence was seven years. He was a strong-built + : athletic man, and, apparently, in fine health. He had not been long in 
the prison, before he began to manifest symptoms of insanity "We 
tefused to labors appeared to have lost very much of his intellect: 
became excessively silly, and, parrot-like, would repeat to himself, in 

j alow tone, certain words or sentences, as he wandered about, or when + 
addressed by any person. By some, he was thought to be insane. 
and by others, to be an imposter. Various methods, and some of no 
small severity, were tried, to ascertain whether he was actually 
or not,—but all to no purpose. insane 

He’ continued t i 
same course, notwithstanding all the experiments idl oe ti nd 
the sufferings he endured, for a term of about three years If suf 
fered to go about the yard, or to be in the hospital where he wuld 
be comfortable and well fed, he would be very quiet and co nt 
but, if confined in a ceil, or made to suffer any privation 
hoisy and very troublesome. He would be intolerably filth : t fF 

all the clothing from his body, and rend the articles of his beddin 
into strings, even in the severest weather in mid winter. V. ious 
physicians saw him at different times, and examined him; and, in 
general, though there were exceptions, were of the opinion that he 
Was insane. But there were those about the institution, who alw: ‘ 
doubted the reality of his insanity; but after all that had been d ne 
and the length of time which had elapsed since he had been i thig 
condition, but little hope was entertained that any measures ‘whi h 
eh be pursucd, would prove successful in bringing him back to 's duty. Still, a vigilant eye was kept upon his movements; 

and as he was, during the latter part of the ime, while he continued 
‘this situation, kept in the hospital, to prevent his being noisy, and 

ntented; 
he was . 
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disturbing the institution, persons were there «m sloyed to watch his 
movements, and from time to time, to report any discoveries they 

might roake. 

After a while, such unequivocal marks of deception were discav- 

ered and made known, as satisfied the deputy warden, now the war- 

den of the prison, who had kept a vigilant eye upon him, that he 

was an imposter. His discoveries he made known to the warden, 

and proposed a course which, if no objection was made, he was de- 

sirous of pursuing. The warden gave his consent. Accordiagly, 

he was taken to the hospital the next morning and placed in a ceil 
in the new prison, with the assurance that if he made any noise or 

disturbance of any kind during the day, he should receive, at night, 
ten stripes; and in case he did not then submit, but continued to 
make trouble, he should receive the same punishment the next morn- 
ing; and, furthermore, that, as all doubt which had attended his 

case was now dissipated, and he was known to be an imposter, this 

course would be pursued with him, night and morning, until he 

would return to duty. But he was informed that if he would con- 

fess the imposition, he should be forgiven, notwithstanding all that 

had passed, and the amount of trouble that he had made. He con- 

tinued, however, to put on the same airs, and during the day was 

noisy in bis cell. At night he was taken out and the ten stripes 

inflicted, as he had been assured they would be, and he was reminded 

of the admonition he had received in the morning. The next morn- 

ing came, and brought with it a report that the night had been as 

the preceding day. He was again brought cut, and preparation 

made for his punishment, when he was again exhorted to return to 

duty, and told, if he did this, the past should be forgiven. There 

were no visible signs of his relenting; and the man who was order- 

ed to inflict the stripes was about to proceed, when he could hold 

out no longer, and declared his willingness to submit, and return to 

duty. He was accordingly spared, and shortly after sent to the 

work shop, to labor with others, and ever after this,—a term of 

about three years,—continued to labor faithfully and industriously 

until his discharge from prison. 

A few days after his submission, he voluntarily made a full and 

frank confession of the whole transaction; stating the reasons why 

he attempted the imposition; what sufferings he had endured in car 

rying it on; and the motives which operated in leading him to hold 

out, as he had, so long and so obstinately. It seems that his orig- 

inal object was to procure a pardon from the government, persuad- 
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ing himself, that pity for his condition, added to the trouble he should 

| cause the institution, would insure such a result. 

In view of the foregoing facts, can any person feel that the course 
| pursued with this individual was either unwise or unkind? Other 

instances might be cited, were it necessary, in confirmation of the 
same position; but I have already, I fear, said too much. 

In regard to’those who reprobate the infliction of stripes in any 
case, I have no doubt of their perfect sincerity and honesty. But long 
experience and observation have satisfied my mind of the correct- 
ness of the ground I have taken. I would fain hope that I can and 
do fee! as keenly and as tenderly for the woes and sufferings of the 
poor prisoner, as others; and although I may be subjected to the im- 

putation of being “ behind the spirit of the age,” [ am content to 
bear it, until I can be convinced that the sentiments I have advoca- 

ted on this subject, are not in accordance with truth. 

More than ten years have elapsed since the foregoing remarks were 
penned; and during that period, I have seen nothing to shake my 
confidence in their correctness. On the other hand, the course of 

f events, as they have transpired in the prison, the past year, since the 
repeal of the law before referred to, has served to deepen my con- 

| victions of their trath, and to satisfy me, beyond a doubt, of the im- 

policy of such repeal. And let it be premised,—that probably nine- 
tenths of all the inmates of the prison, never require more than the 
odinary restraints or punishments in the maintenance of salutary 
discipline, but there are a few,—and these few, enough to create and 

perpetuate almost infinite mischief and trouble, unless awed and kept 
in check by the hand of authority. 

The power of enforcing obedience, by corporal punishment, hav- 
ing been prohibited by law,—the only alternative in the most des- 
perate cases, has been, and is, solitary confinement, accompanied by 
such privations of food and other comforts as the warden may direct. 
This being known to be the dernier resort, the few, to whom refer- 

ence has been made, soon began to show their colors,—and in defi- 
ance tonail them tothe mast. When for aggravated offences, they 

have been committed to their solitary cell, numbers have not scrupled 

to use the most insulting and blasphemous language to the officers, 
daring them to do their worst, and boasting that they could stand it 

out as long as the government of the prison. Sometimes, four or 
fve have been thus confined, in contiguous cells, situated on the front  
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yard of the old prison,—where, for weeks together, they have made 
day and night hideous by their blasphemy, profane and obscene 
songs, and language of defiance; encousaging each other to hold out, 
and pledging themselves to die, rather than to yield if ordered 
by an officer to keep silence, they have laughed him to scorn, 

aware that the law would permit the prison authorities to do no mcre 
than had been done already. All this might, from day to day, be 
heard by visiters, who came into the yard,—and by the children, 

male and female, of the officers of the prison, who reside on the 
prison grounds, If placed on the cther side of the prison, they 
would be contiguous to the yard, where the workshops are situated, 
and be a constant annoyance to their fellow prisoners, while in the 
yard at their Jabor. Some of these men, thus confined, being 

strengthened and encouraged by each other, have held out three, 

four, five, and even up to nine weeks; and when finally released, 

manifested very little of that disposition and temper which it is the 
design of punishment to produce. And besides, when released, theit 
bodies are necessarily debilitated, and for some time, unfitted for ac- 
tive duty; and, not unfrequently, they have to be taken to the hospi- 

tal to recruit. Nor is this all. During the past season, in con- 

sequence of this state of things, hundreds of dollars must have been 
lost to the institution from the loss of time and labor of those thus 
confined. Until this experiment, very little time and labor have 
been lost, from the reasan before stated; and besides, had the indi- 
viduals thus subjected to solitary punishment, been aware that the 
government of the prison were authorized, by law, to inflict stripes 

as formerly, very little or nothing of the daring iinpudence, the blas- 
phemy, the disturbance and noise, would have been witnessed. The 

certain consequences would have proved an effectual check, and the 
scenes, which for months have been enacted, would have been avoided. 

But it is argued, that punishment, by stripes, is barbarous and 
cruel, and for this reason, ought not to be suffered. Could those who 
feel and reason thus, but have a full view of the sufferings, both 

bodily and mental, of those who suffer solitary confinement in its of 
ten and necessarily protracted forms, they would cease to talk of the 
barbarity and cruelty of stripes, when administered, as they have 
heretofore been, in accordance with the laws and rules of this insti- 

tution, for twenty years past. This Jatter punishment rarely fails to 
subdue the offender at once, and he then returns to his labor, — with 

out essential bodily injury or loss of health; and, without the loss ‘ 
an hour, continues Ais earnings for the suxuris or THe State an 

of the institution. 

} that the world has become his enemy. 

1649 
No. 198.] 159 

Too much sympathy may be felt for abandoned felons,—while the 
circumstances and trials, and feelings of those who have them in 

| charge, may be disregarded. We feel that no man ought to be 
| placed at the bead of a public prison like ours, without being in- 

trusted with sufficient authority to enable him to maintain a proper 
dignity of character, and to secure prompt obedience to the laws and 
regulations of the institution. 

The keeper of the Georgia State Prison gives his views thus: 
I have ever regarded with abhorrence the infliction of corporal pun- 
ishment upon convicts, unless in extreme cases; such may arise, and 
doubtless will, then a resort to this harsh measure would be justifia- 
ble, but as a general rule, in my opinion, it may be dispensed with. 
Cruelty is unbecoming the christian character, and is calculated to 
engender a desire of retaliation in the convict’s bosom, to impress 
upon him the conviction that to society he is irretrievably lost, and 

The result is natural: self- 
esteem abandons him; he is lost to hope; bis hand by way of re- 
venge is against every man; a misanthrope cast out forever, he feels 
that he is driven beyond the pale of reformation and redemption. 
My observation goes conclusively to prove, that the best and perhaps, 
the only successful way to reach and correct a corrupt and vitiated 
heart, and reform its evil propensities, is by kind, humane, and af- 
fectionate treatment. 

The Warden of Indiana S. P. says, only one man has required 
punishment since the 12th of October last. Most of the punishments 
inflicted since the 15th of June last, (the commencement of my term 
of office,) were imposed during the first two months of that period. 
The usual punishment has been by stripes, that has been the mode 
teretofore adopted in this prison. 

The Warden of the Connecticut State Prison says, since I have had 
the charge of the institution, I have endeavored to maintain a thorough discipline, such as I have deemed compatible with the true 
interests and welfare of the prison and of community. In some simi- 
lar institutions a more lax system of discipline has been adopted, and 
the results of the two systems I am willing to leave to those who 
ave observed their workings. 

_While the reformation of the offender is the object most to be de- 
‘ted and sought for in the imprisonment of those found guilty of  



160 [AsseMBLy 

crime, and while community also, for her protection, demands that 

the criminal should not be at large to depredate at his pleasure; still 

another object is not to he lost sight of, viz.: the punishment of the 
felon—for it is this with the certainty that it shall follow acts of 
crime that will alone deter the murderer, the burglar or the thief from 

gratifying his passions or his cupidity. It must be known that cer- 
tain punishment will follow transgression, else there is no terror to 

the evil doer. 

Those who entertain the opinion that the greater proportion of 
those committed to prison may be reformed through the influence of 
kind treatment and moral suasion alone,—and thus by their impris- 
onment be prepared to occupy places of trust and responsibility in 
society, are perhaps not familiar with the history of many who have 
been thus treated, and who have given pleasing evidence on leaving 
the prison of a full and fixed determination to lead a moral life—but 
alas! in the hour of temptation have fallen and returned to crime. 

To one who has a personal acquaintance with the character, and 
history of its inmates, a prison presents rather a forbidding field for 
moral improvement; nevertheless, the duty is as imperative, to those 
in charge, to make use of every means in their power, to instil into 
their minds the great principles of morality and religion, although 
a permanent reformation should be visible but in comparatively few 
instances. 

Every successful prison keeper, will be careful to practice all the 
Jenity, and bestow every favor to which the prisoner is entitled; but 
if he be obstinate and disobedient, as will be the case more or Jess in 

every prison, such punishment, should in my judgment, then be i 
flicted, as is best adapted to the character of the offender, and whic 
will most effectually secure obedience to the rules of the prison, with 
out endangering his health, or depressing his moral sensibilities. 
fully believe that a strict discipline well maintained, prevents the ne 
cessity of frequent punishments; is better for the prisoners, and safe 

for the keepers. 

There has been less frequent violation of the rules adopted for the 
government of the convicts, and consequently less occasion for put 

. . . in 

ishment the past year, than in any former one since I have been! 

charge. During one month’s absence of the deputy warden, ov 
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two cases were reported to me for misconduct, and both of those for “looking about,’ conduct not prohibited in most of the prisons in 
this country. 

The Inspectors of the Maine State Prison discourse thus: It 
will be seen by the list of punishments annexed, that solitary con- 
finement has been principally depended upon during the year to pre- 
serve order and maintain the discipline of the prison; but it has been 
found necessary, in a few instances, to resort to the more degrading 
punishment of stripes, and the chain and clog. However much a 
resort to these means to preserve order may be regretted, the inspec- 
tors are forced to acknowledge that in the management of convicts 
personal chastisement of some kind is not only indispensable for the 
preservation of order Ly its subjects, but that the influence of such 
an example upon the wilful and refractory is often salutary and effi- 
cient. 

It is undoubtedly true, that the great “ law of kindness” should be 
the governing principle in our intercourse with the world, but more 
particularly so while watching over and directing the actions of those 
victims of vice who are shut out from the world as a punishment for 
their crimes. While in our intercourse with the criminal, it should 
ever be remembered that however different our Situation, we are still 
members of the same great family, and treat them with kindness; 
yet we should not be so far under the influence of a “ morbid sym- 
pathy” for the sufferings of the prisoner as entirely to lose sight of, 
and almost make him forget, the crime for which he is confined. 
We should not fear to speak in his presence of crime and its pun- 
ishment, or to remind him of his offence-—should not by our inter- 
course and conversation lead him to entirely overlook his guilt and 
only to think of imprisonment as a misfortune, but should point out 
to him, with kindness, his true situation; convince him of the impor- 
tance of a thorough self-examination, and reformation; persuade him 
to submit to the rules of discipline, and during the time of his con- 
finement to commence the practice of industry and application, that, 
continued after his discharge, will be sure to establish for hima good 
character, and render him a useful and respected citizen. 

It is said that severe coercive measures compel, but seldom reform. 
This is undoubtedly truae—and most convicts have the same feelings 
and susceptibilities as other men, and can readily be operated upon 
and influenced by the same motives—and these facts should never be 
lost sight of in their treatment, 
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While most of those who have been confined in prison, having 

satisfied themselves that the way of the transgressor is ; hard, have 
abandoned their former course of crime upon their return into society, 

have formed new associates and applied themselves to some useful 
employment, yet the statistics of every prison show frequent recom- 
mitments of those who, not having commenced a course of reform 
while in prison, are again soon arrested in their acts of violence and 

guilt, 

When the character of this latter class is taken into consideration; 
when it is remembered that with many of them the principles of 
kindness and morality were never cultivated in their youth; that their 
whole life till the time of their confinement had been spent under the 
complete influence of passion, it will readily be seen that their im- 

prisonment only tends to sour them towards the whole world, but 
more particularly towards those who are directly the means of keep- 
ing them in confinement. While such is the case, can it, for a 
moment, be supposed that prison discipline can be maintained without 
occasionally resorting to severe punishment of some kind. Observa- 
tion plainly shows that there are some in every prison, who can only 
be properly subdued by physical suffering; some who cannot be re- 
Jormed but must be compelled. 

The Inspectors of the New York State Prisons, in their annual 
report for 1849, testify as follows, viz: 

The experience of another year has demonstrated the superiority 
of the mild and humane system of discipline prescribed by the prison 
law of this state, over that which places the cat in the hands of the 
keeper, and thrives upon corporeal punishment. It is believed the 
discipline of our prisons was never more satisfactory than during the 
last year. Symptoms of restlessness, it is true, have appeared, grow- 
ing out of a subject already mentioned, but so far the cause has not 
existed to a sufficient extent to interrupt seriously the condition of 
the discipline. The prophecies of insubordination and disaster, and 

consequent depreciation of the value of convict labor, indulged by 
those long habituated to the use of the whip for the purpose of on 
forcing obedience and industry, if that time hallowed practice shou 

be abandoned, have not been realized. A reduced number of pun- 

ishments, a more faithful industry, an increased price for prison Jabor, 

and a better discipline, have followed the change. 

For subduing the obstinate and refractory, in cases where admonition 

has proved ineffectual, the principal reliance has been upon solitary con- 
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finement and the shower bath. It is proper to state, that the form of the 
administration of the latter punishment at Auburn prison, to which the 
attention of the inspector was called, in the report of the physician 
last year, has been modified agreeably to his suggestion, so as to apply 
it in the form of a shower instead of a “douche.” It is a punish- 
ment which does not induce hot blood, and may be applied with 
calmness and deliberation. The officer may ccmmand the respect 
of the culprit while he punishes, Itis notso liable to attend sudden 
ebullition of passion, and it does not awaken in the convict the thirst 
for vengeance which is induced by the application of blows to the 
person. If properly administered, in the form of a shower-bath fol- 
lowed by rubbing the person dry, and proper exercise, it is believed 
to be perfectly innocent of deleterious consequences. That the present 
system is not less effectual than the old one in the maintenance of 
sound principle, is proved by the actual and very great diminution of 
the total number of punishments since its adoption, compared with 
any previous period. Less frequent punishment, accompanied with 
less efficient discipline, is no small commendation of the humane, 
over the barbarous system. 

The warden of Maryland State Prison remarks: 

During the year which has just closed, the conduct of the prisoners 
has been distinguished generally, by. a spirit of subordination, while 
they have pursued their labors with industry, zeal, and faithfulness. 
This state of affairs has been the source of much pleasing consola- 
tion to me, as it has verified the opinion which I had long formed 
and fondly cherished, that men may be better governed by mildness 
than by severity——that it is better to elevate and warm the affections _ 
of the human heart into action, by acts of kindness, than to arouse 
the malign passions by treatment of a contrary character. It will 
there be seen that the number of stripes in 1843, upon 290 prisoners, “ 
amounted to 9,629; that my immediate predecessor, who commenced 
the reformation of this form of punishment, reduced the number in 
1846, on the same number of prisoners, to 2482, and that the past 
year, with 229 prisoners, I preserved the discipline of the house and 
carried on its labors with the infliction of but 600 stripes. 

The warden of the New Jersey State Prison writes as follows: 

Care is taken to impress upon each and every individual, on _re- 
ception, the importance of correct deportment to his own comfort and happiness while here. He is urged to a ready compliance with 

 



164 [ASSEMBLY 

‘the regulations and requirements of the house, and is assured that his 

treatment will be kind and indulgent while deserving, but that misbe- 

‘haviour will meet with prompt rebuke or punishment. Prisoners 

soon learn the truthfulness of these admonitions, and very few ever 

offend, the great mass of them leaving the house without ever having 

received punishment or reproof. Less punishment is inflicted for 

breach of discipline in this, than perhaps any other prison of equal 

extent. 

New-Jersey, S. P., 1849—Warden’s Report.—No other mode of 

punishment is practised, than confinement in a darkened cell, on 

bread and water, with the addition of irons in more aggravated 

cases, 

Western Penitentiary, 1849-——Warden’s Report.—During no period 

in the history of my connexion with this prison has the conduct of 

the prisoners been more uniformly good than throughout the past 

year. 

' Michigan, S. P., 1849—Inspector’s Report.—The prisoner being 

capable of comprehending the force of reason and moral suasion, 

appeals are made to his judgment rather than to his fears and animal 

passions. These, and their kindred mild measures, such as occasional 

solitary confinement, &c., (giving the culprit time to reflect upon his 

conduct,) have been found amply sufficient in nearly all cases to bring 

the offender to repentance and a strict observance of the rules of 

discipline. 

We are aware that the opinion has, and still does, to some extent 

prevail, that there are some men whose moral perceptions are so en- 

tirely blunted as to render them wholly insensible to the law of 

kindness, and accessible only through the medium of their animal 

fears. It may, perhaps, well be questioned, whether this opinion is 

not founded in an ignorance of the motives which operate upon the 

minds of such men. 

At all events, it is to be hoped that the time is coming, and is not 

far distant, when the treatment heretofore and even now, to some 

extent, administered to men in prison, and especially corporeal pun- 

ishment which they are often doomed to receive, will be looked upos 

as unchristian and denounced as a relic of barbarism. Perhaps the 

wonder is that a practice so inhuman and reprehensible in all, of 

nearly all cases should have been so long tolerated in this enlight- 

| this class of punishments. 
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ened country. It should be remembered by all who are entrusted 
with the prerogative of administering punishment, that the convict 

. in prison is sentenced by the law to expiate his crime by confine- 
ment and hard labor, and that every degree of punishment beyond 
what is necessary for the due execution of this sentence and the 
attainment of the best ends to be answered by it is excessive and 
beyond the sentence and intention of the law. 

Warden’s Report.—Attention to the wants of the men, occasional 
close confinement, with a full conviction on the part of convicts that 
obedience would be enforced, have superceded almost entirely the 
use of the lash, and men have labored with cheerfulness and with 

| the ambition of freemen. 

The experience of the last eight months has but confirmed me in 
E the opinion that corporeal punishment by whipping ought not to be 

| abolished in prisons; that the right so to punish being fully under- 
stood by convicts, in nearly all instances supercedes the necessity of 

{ apprehend there are some who cannot 
be controlled by kindness, humanity, or any kind of moral influences. 

Such men must be punished by some kind of corporeal punishments. 
The animal controls the intellectual man, and brute force alone can 

enforce obedience. 

Indiana S. P., 1849——-Warden’s Report—The whole number of 
stripes inflicted during the last five and a half months, has been 
[270] two hundred and seventy stripes ; the number of convicts pun- 
ished in this manner in that period, is thirty-one. 

Ilinois S. P., 1-49—Warden’s Report,—The offences punished 
under my directions, were preparations and attempts to escape and 
te break through the prison wall, disobedience of orders, insolence 
to me guards or keepers, and for talking with each other unneces- 
sarily. 

Maine, 1847.—May 25th, refusing to work and insolence, 6 

days sohtary; 31st, talking and insolence, 2 days sol.; June 4th, 
insolence and wilful damage to work, 6 days sol.; 9th, insolence, 8 

days sol.; July 4th, insolence and disobedience, 6 days sol.; 12th, 

communicating with other convicts, 3 days sol.; 12th, noise in his 

tell, 8 days sol.; 14th, fighting, 6 days sol.; 14th, fighting, 3 days 

sol.; 17th, insolence, 3 days sol.; 23d, insolence, 2 days sol ; Aug. 

2d, quarrelling with cook, 10 days sol.; 2d, fighting, 11 days sol.;  
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24d, fighting, 4 days sol.; 3d, talking and idleness, 8 days sol.; 11th, 

talking, 3 days sol.; 11th, talking, 3 days sol.; 13th, insolence and 

boisterous and abusive language, 4 days so]. and 11 stripes; 13th, 
talking and laughing, 1 days sol.; 20th, talking, 9 days sol; 22d, 

insolence and disobedience, 2 days sol.; Sept. 2d, stealing shoes, 9 

days sol., 3d, talking, 2 days sol.; 5th, noise in chapel, 2 for 2 days 

sol.; 18th, insolence, 7 days sol.; 18th, making signs to convicts, 4 
days sol.; 23d, talking, 3 days sol.; 23d, disobedience and inso- 

lence, 17 days sol.; 28th, assault on Mr. Carlton, 22 stripes and 

chain and clog; Oct. 7th, fighting, 3 days sol.; 24th, disturbance in 

chapel, 3 days sol.; 26th, noise in cell, 2 days sol.; Nov. 7th, wri- 

ting to convicts, 3 days sol.; 8th, 2 for talking and insolence, 2 days 

sol. each; 9th, talking, 2 days sol.; 12th, asking teamster for tobacco, 

J days sol.; 23d, talking, 3 days sol.; 26th, insolence and noise in 

cell, 4 days sol.; 27th, writing to convict, 2 for 2 days sol. each; 

Dec. 12th, insolence and noise, 3 days sol.; 12th, 2 disturbing divine 

service, 2 days sol. each; 19th 2 disturbing divine service, 2 days 

sol. each; 28th, talking, 1 day sol.; 28th, talking, 1 day sol.; 29th, 

insolence and profanity, 3 days sol. 

Maine, 1848.—Jan. 2d, insolence, 1 day solitary; 4th, talking and 

idleness, 2,1 day sol. each; 9th, noise in cell, 1 day sol.; 18th, 

stabbing four prisoners, 24 stripes and chain and clog; 18th, spoiling 

work, 2 days sol.; 21st, writing to convicts, 2 days sol.; Feb. 5th, 

talking, 3 days sol.; 5th, writing and insolence, 6 days sol.; 6th, 

noise and riotous conduct in cell, 6 days sol.; 7th, insolence and pro- 

fanity, 2 days sol.; 10th, disobeying orders, 2 days sol.; 14th, talk- 

ing, 2 days sol.; 15th, writing to convicts, 3 days sol.; 18th, inso- 

lence, 1 day sol.; 24th, having tobacco, 1 day sol.; March 15th, 

assault on deputy warden, being partially insane, solitary; 17th, 

talking and making signs, 2 days sol.; 31st, insolence, 2 days sol.; 

April 14th, insolence, 2 days sol.; 21st, insolence, 3 days sol.; 24th, 

wilfully spoiling his work, 4 days sol.; 25th, talking, 1 day sol. 

Auburn, 1849.—December, shower bath, 4; yoke, 6; solitary con- 

finement, 13. January, shower bath, 7; solitary, 2. February, 

shower bath, 17; solitary, 5. March, shower bath, 17; solitary 7. 

April, shower bath, 20; yoke, 2. May, shower bath, 13; yoke, 2; 

solitary, 7. June, shower bath, 20; yoke, 2. July, shower bath, 

18; yoke, 1; solitary, 11. August, shower bath, 27; yoke, 3; soli- 

} 14; dark cell and head shaved, 3. 

| er bath and solitary, 1. 
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f tary,5. September, shower bath, 15; yoke, 10; solitary, 5. Octo- 
j ber, shower bath, 19; yoke, 5; solitary, 11. November, shower 

| bath, 15; yoke, 2; solitary, 21. Total 296. 

Sing Sing.—Showered, 169; dark cell without food, 83; dark cell 
with bread and water, 29; showered and hair cut as short as possible, 

Total 298. 

Clinton.—Shower bath, 78; reprimand, 3; solitary confinement in 

shackles, 1; solitary on bread and water, 79, stocks, 1; deprived of 

one meal, 1; shaved head, 1; ball and chain, 2; iron yoke, 1; show- 

Total 168. 

Massachusetis.—¥irst six months, 19 punishments, amounting to 

80 stripes; 30 punishments, 137 days solitary; second six months,{89 

punishments, 545 days solitary.* 

Maine, 1848.—May 30th, talking and laughing, 2 days solitary; 

27th, disobedience and talking, 3 days solitary; June 11th, talking, 

2 days sol.; 11th, talking, 2 days sol.; 29th, insolence, &c.; 3 days 

sol.; 29th, insolence, &c.,5 days sol.; 30th, insolence, 7 days sol.; 

July 14th, insolence, 6 days sol.; 19th, writing and idleness, 5 days 

sol.; Aug. 23, writing and having tobacco, 3 days sol.; 28th, writing 

ina clandestine manner, 5 days sol.; Sept. 7, noise in cell, 3 days sol.; 

21st, resisting orders of overseer, 11 days sol.; 23d, insolence, 2 days 

25th, insolence, 12 days sol.; Oct. 4th, singing, 3 days sol.; 16th, 

noise in eell, 2 days sol.; 17th, stealing hard bread, 2 dayssol.; 18th; 

insolence, 3 days sol.; 31st, noise and insolence, 8 days sol.;*Nov. 

2d, disorderly conduct, 4 days sol.; Dec. 4th, noise in cell, 2 days 

sol.; 5th, writing to convicts, 2 days sol.; 5th, talking and insolence, 

3 days sol.; 8th, disobedience, 1 day sol.; 8th, writing to convicts, 

Tdays sol.; 11th, swearing and threatening, 4 days sol.; 19th, talk- 

ing, 2 days sol.; 27th, insolence, 4 days sol. 

Maine, 1849.—Jan. 1st, negligence and insolence, 2 days solitary; 

19th, resisting and assaulting deputy warden with a club, 1 day sol., 

and chain and clog; Feb. 18th, writing and refusing to give it up, 1 
day sol.; 21st, talking, 1 day sol.; 2st, talking, 1 day sol.; 24th, 

talking, 1 day sol.; March 16th, insolence, 4 days sol.; 21st, disobe- 

* The last six months corporal punishment was abolished in this prison.  
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dience and insolence, &c., 8 days sol.; 26th, attempting to sel] his 

clothes, 1 day sol.; April 18th, disrespectful language, 2 days sol.; 

26th, disobedience and insolence, 8 days so}. 

Illinois, 1848.—Showing the number of stripes, for abusing  su- 

perintendent and profanity, 15; attempting to escape, 15; insolence 
and resistance to guard, 25; mutiny, attempting to escape and as- 
saulting the guard, by fifteen convicts at once, 45 each; insolence 

and disobedience, 8; do. 9; do. 8; fighting, two cases, each 15; at- 

templing to escape, 15; insolence and disobedience, 10; do. 5; fight- 

ing, 15; insolence, 10; destroying property, 10; fighting, two cases, 

15 each. 

6. PARDONS. 

Rhode Island S. P., 1849—lJnspectors’ Report-—Two of the con- 
victs in the State Prison, Nos. 84 and 85, are laboring under disea- 

ses, from which, by the subjoined note of Dr. Arnold, it would seem 

that their recovery is extremely doubtful if retained in prison. They 
would therefore suggest and recommend, that said Nos. 84 and 85 
be immediately discharged. 

New-York S. P.—Inspectors’ Report, 1849.—The proportion of 

pardons to the average number of convicts the last year, has been, at 
Sing Sing, 1 to 58; at Auburn, 1 to 44; at Clinton, 1 to 39. 

The previous year, the proportion was, at Sing Sing, 1 to 15; at 
Auburn, 1 to 8; at Clinton, I to 10. 

In 1848, the proportion of pardons in the Maine State Prison, was 
1 in 34; in New Hampshire, 1 in 29; in Vermont, 1 in 7; in Mas- 

sachusetts, ] in 10; in Connecticut, 1 in 21; in New Jersey, 1 in 
13; in new penitentiary, Philadelphia, Pa., 1 in 22; in Ohio, 1 in 5. 

The Inspectors are aware that much prejudice has existed in the 
public mind against a prodigal exercise of the pardoning power; and 
that the interposition and activity of friends, and the interested exer- 
tions of feed advocates, have sometimes been successful in procuring 
pardons for those who were not the most deserving, leaving uncared for 

those more meritorious, who could not command these powerful in- 

fluences. Cases, however, in the opinion of the Inspectors are fre- 
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quently arising, in which the exercise of executive clemency is not 
only justifiable but highly important. 

The hope of release, to which the miad of the convict under a 
protracted sentence instinctively clings, forms a powerful inducement 
to correct deportment and faithful labor. An occasional pardon 
frem among the most meritorious becoming known, keeps alive hope 
and stimulates to renewed efforts to deserve and receive approbation. 
Deaden this cherished expectation, by the infrequencv or total denial 
of pardons, and the convict concludes that nothing is to be gained 
by good conduct and industrious and faithfal application to his em- 
ployment. The idea passes from one to another, and becomes the 
common sentiment of the mass, that efforts to deserve and secure 
approbation are useless, if the refractory and the idle fare as well as 

The minds of the convicts become 
proportionally soured, aud petulant, and intractable: they are less 
sensible to the influence of kindly treatment, more fre 
against prison rules, and render necessary a more 
punishment in the enforcement of good discipline. 

the obedient and the industrious. 

quently offend 
rigid resort to 

Auburn, Chaplain’s Report —Executive Clemency.—While the 
too free and indiscriminate exercise of this power is greatly to be 
deprecated, its entire suspension, under existing circumstances, would 
be scarcely less detrimental to the interests of the State and of so- 
ciety. 

One very natural consequence of the rigid refusal of pardons is 
manifested in more frequent conspiracies and desperate attempts to 
*scape—attempts which would not be thought of if the hope of par- 
don were indulged, because detection would be sure to é destroy th 
expectation of favor. me 

The temper of mind, too, induced by an apparent determination 
to exact, in all cases, the full measure of the law’s infliction, is un- 
favorable to the reception of moral and religious truth. The gospel 
teacher cannot reach the heart which is brooding over fancied or 
teal wrongs, and indulging sentiments or purposes of revenge. Kind- 
hess, humanity, mercy, are the qualities which open the hearts of 
men to such instructions, and secure their consideration. If the 
public authorities be looked upon as friends, they may do much to 
teform the erring prisoner, which they cannot accomplish if regarded 
a8 enemies, or as rigid and exacting task masters,  
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Chaploin’s Report, Auburn, 1849.—The mental and physical con- 

stitution of many of the prisoners is already greatly impaired, and 

nearly all are more or less injured by protracted confinement. Seve- 

ral have large and dependent families for whose sustenance they will 

be entirely disqualified to labor should their incarceration be greatly 

prolonged. As many of these unfortunate men have no friends who 

are in circumstances to bring their case fairly before the executive, 

it is believed their condition presents strong claims to your attention, 

and that a recommendation from your Hon. Board should, and gene- 

rally would be deemed by his Excellency a sufficient ground for their 

liberation. 

Physician's Report, Auburn, 1849.—-Compared with previous 

years, a very small number of convicts have been discharged from 

the prison during the last year, by pardon. The hope of pardon 

and release is a powerful motive with the convict for correct deport- 

ment and meritorious conduct; and the occasional though discreet 

use of the pardoning power, in the most meritorious cases, operates 

as a valuable auxiliary in the maintenance of good discipline. A 

too restricted application of this attribute of mercy, is perhaps about 

as much to be deprecated as its too lavish and indiscriminate ex- 

ercise. 

New Jersey S. P., 1849—Moral Instructor’s Report.—A majority 

of our convicts enter the prison with decided expectations of a spee- 

dy pardon. We find them thoroughly instructed in the nature, con- 

stitution, and prerogatives of the pardoning power; and they all 

know the week, perhaps imagine the very day and hour, when the 

dispensers of pardons are expected to convene. With such expecta- 

tions, the prisoner is constantly exercised with a feverish anxiety 

that is almost sure to end in an agony of disappointment. The just 

punishment inflicted by the law is thus followed up by a refined cru- 

elty, inflicted through the misdirected sympathy of thoughtless 

friends. Painful as it is, I always endeavor promptly and earnestly 

to remove this delusion. And when I can have it in my power to 

say that pardons are very seldom granted, and that I have constantly 

been meeting prisoners filled with the same hopes, to be succeeded 

only by bitter disappointment, I have found that, though by a pain- 

fal process, a great advantage has been gained. Just in proportion 

as expectations of release are removed, is the prisoner’s happiness 

advanced; and the less the number of pardons, the greater always 

the contentment, and the better our hopes of good order and cheer- 
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ful submission, and of moral, mental, and religious improvement. 

The most’ salutary ingredient of punishment is tts certainty. 

Georgia S. P., 1849——Keeper’s Report.—Of the number pardoned 

by the Governor, three were represented by the hospital surgeon as 

in a dying condition, and twenty-one, whose time, under sentence. 

was about expiring, were liberated in conformity with an executive 
order, passed the 14th of December, 1844, with a view of restorin 
them to their civil] rights; the balance were pardoned from strong 
petitions of citizens in their behalf and good and orderly conduct 
on their part, during confinement. 

3. FINANCIAL SYSTEM— embracing convict labor, prison reve- 
nue and expenses. 

ad 
fr F 

REVENUE. (++, Shetty 

Maine S. P., 1848—-Warden’s Report.— When the small number 
of convicts is taken into consideration, it will readily be seen why 
the prisoners do not become a source of revenue to the state. By 

comparing the proceeds of the labor done by the convicts in this 
prison with that of other prisons, the result shows that they earn as 
much according to the number as in any other prison; but while the 
whole number is so small as at present, and so many necessarily em- 
ployed where their earnings do not appear,—as in cooking, washing 
tending and preparing wood for fires, together with those in the 
hospital and solitary confinement,—the whole amount of earnings 

cannot be very large, while the expense of watching over them and 
directing their work, is about the same as if the number of convicts 
was sufficient to double the amount of their earnings. 

Instead of being anxious that the prison should yield an income 
to the State, it should be a source of gratification that there are so 
few prisoners. 

1849,—It will be perceived that it has cost more to carry on the 
Prison this year than on some tormer years. This is attributable to 

various causes——one of which is the high prices pf provisions of 

every kind during the last year. Also, since the erection of the new 
prison it requires nearly double the amount of fuel; but that we 
hope is made up in comfort to the convicts. Another reason is, that 
at the commencement of cold weather last fall, the prisoners "were  



172 [Asseneiy 

taken from the quarry and put into the shoe shop, believing it would 

be more comfortable for them through the winter and shield them 
from the storms. This, of course, did not yield much profit, as they 

could earn but little in that shop. 

We have also strengthened our forces by the addition of another 
guard, making in all four day guards. An extra overseer was found 
necessary in the shoe shop as a large number of convicts work in 
that shop. The two overseers cut and fit the work for the convicts. 

The prison has a little more than supported itself exclusive of 
officers’ salaries. The prison falls short of paying all expenses, in- 
cluding officers’ salaries, $4,138.26. 

Vermont S. P., 1849—-Director’s Report.—The expense of pro- 
vision and clothing is about $40 yearly to each convict, so that, by 
the terms of our contract, there will be a balance of about $60 for 

each convict who shall be able to perform a fair day’s work, to ap- 
ply towards defraying other expenses of the prison; so that it is 
very apparent that the expense to the State will depend very much 
upon the number of convicts, as the expenses for the government 

and police regulations of the prison will be about the same with 
forty convicts as with sixty or seventy. 

Massachusetts S$. P., 1849—Warden’s Report—A sudden increase 
of convicts, as they are now employed in the prison, is not immedi- 
ately advantageous to the pecuniary concerns of the prison. A large 
majority of the ordinary number of convicts are let out to contractors, 
at a fixed price per day. When these contracts are filled, the rest 
of the prisoners are put to work at stone cutting, which is carried 
on by the prison. The labor of these convicts is not profitable until 
they have been at work at stone cutting several months, but an ex- 
pense for clothing, bedding, utensils, &c. is immediately created, so 
that, for nearly the first year the increased expense is greater than 
the increased proceeds of labor from any great and sudden increase 
of convicts. But if the numbers should continue to be so large, the 
proceeds of labor will be greatly increased another year, and in 
years to come. As it is, the proceeds of labor is much greater than 
it has been for many years past. It has been a hard year again, to 
supply the prison with provisions, Potatoes have been as scarce 
and dear as ever, and beef and pork have been as high. I have 

substituted in part, fluur, rice, beans and bread, as cheaper and bet- 
ter than partially diseased potatoes, though much more expensive 
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than potatoes ordinarily are. I have supplied the hospital with a 
complete new set of iron bedsteads, at an expense of nearly two 
hundred dollars. The pay of a night watch, and the substitution of 
flour, bread and tea, during the prevalence of the cholera, have also, 
served to swell the debit side of the accounts. 

Vermont S. P., 1849—-Superintendent’s Report—An Act of the 

last session ‘of the Legislature authorized the directors to let out, for 
aterm not exceeding five years, any part of, or all, the convict 
labor, as they should judge for the best interests of the prison; and 
anticipating that they would have an opportunity to let the labor at 
a rate which it would be for the interest of the State to close with, 

I thought it advisable to limit the arrangements for manufacturing 
so as to meet any action the directors should take on the subject ; 

consequently some business was partially suspended, which might 
and would have been pursued under other circumstances. 

The directors did not, however, close a contract for the labor until 
the 15th day of December, to go into operation, partly in the month 
of May and the remainder on the first day of August. With this 
arrangement, having materials consisting of lumber, iron, leather, 
&c., in various stages of manufacture, and the labor of the convicts, 
until the time when the contract would go into operation, to dispose 
of, it became necessary, und much of the labor was applied to the 
business of finishing such werk and contracts as had been com- 
menced, and in bringing certain articles into a merchantable state, 
rather than in business which, under other circumstances, would have 

produced a greater gain, without taking into the account the loss 
which must have accrued on the sale of articles in an unfinished 
state. The goods and property in the process of manufacture have 
been finished as far as they could be, put into market, and mostly 
disposed of. 

New Hampshire 8S. P. 1\849——Warden’s Report.—The result of 
the operations of the prison since July last has not been as pros- 

perous as desirable. The past has been a hard year for business gen- 
erally, and this institution is affected as business is good or bad. 

On entering upon the duties of my office there was not a dollar 
on hand to purchase supplies or to carry on business, nor were any 
of the convicts under contract. One of the contractors, however, 
continued to employ about a dozen convicts in the shoe shop. The 

rest were upon our hands, without any organized business, without  
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an adequate supply of tools, and without stock. It was desirable not 
to set them at work on account of the State if it could be avoided; 

but as no one was ready to contract for them there was no other al- 
ternative left. On the Ist of August the convicts employed in the 
cabinet shop were put under contract, and those in the smith shop 
in December. Owing to the causes above stated it could be hardly 
possible to avoid a diminution in the income. To prepare tools, 
shop, &c., for a new business, and give it up soon after, is almost 
inseparable from loss. The prices of provisions and other articles 
have generally ranged high. Potatoes in particular have been unu- 
sually high. These causes have been beyond the ken or control of 

any one, and it is thought that with this explanation, will be satis- 
factory. 

The convicts are mostly under contract for a portion of the coming 
year, and it is believed that it will be the desire of all the contrac- 

tors to continue. 

Rhode Island S. P.—Inspector’s Report The shoe making busi- 

ness has been continued in the prison with some profit; as great, 
perhaps, as can be expected where there are so few prisoners, it 
costing as much for salaries of keepers, as if there were double the 

number of convicts. 

Auburn S. P. 1349—Agent’s Report.—The average number of 

convicts during the year was 512. 

The daily. average earnings of each convict was 29.4, cents, 
which contrasted with the previous year, shows an increase of 35,5 

cents. 

The daily average ordinary expense of each convict was 25375 

cents, being 1,°,°, cents less than 1848. 

The average cost of rations during the year, 7°, cents. 

Sing Sing S, P. 1849—Warden’s Report. The income of this 
prison from its industrial operations is very much impaired by the 
large proportion of unproductive men, very many of whom, and 
more particularly among those committed from the city of New- 

York, come here in a diseased state—a large proportion of them 
incurably so, and unable to endure active labor. 
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The average of the prices now paid at the prison is 492 cents. 
At Sing Sing prison the average of the contract prices for male con- 
victs is about 413 cents. At Clinton prison, a contract for the em- 
ployment of 40 convicts for 5 years, at 40 cents per day, in the 
manufacture of steel and iron, or both, has been made. 

New Jersey S. P., 1849—Keeper’s Report.—There has been paid 
from the surplus earnings of the convicts, the sum of four thousand 
seven hundred and fifty dollars into the state treasury. 

In concluding the financial operations of the institution, we take 
great pleasure in communicating the fact that we believe it was 
never in So prosperous a state. The plan pursued by the keeper, of 
purchasing for cash only, enables him to obtain his supplies on the 
best possible terms, thereby promoting the interests of the institution, 
meets with the full approbation and concurrence of the board of in- 
Spectors, . 

The separate system of confinement, it cannot be denied, is not fa- 
vorable to the most productive labor of the prisoners, and. if our 
legislature had not had other and more important objects in view 
than pecuniary results, it would certainly not have been adopted in 
our state. Yet in 1848, the average earnings for every individual 
confined in this prison exceeded those of either of the other prisons 
in the United States, only excepting two, Massachusetts and Ohio. 

I attend personally to the sales of the products and to making 
nearly all the collections for the prison, avoiding entirely the inter- 
vention of commission agencies. Iam thus brought into direct per- 
sonal intercourse with our customers, learn their responsibility, and 
am enabled to adapt our work to their wants and individual tastes. 
This has resulted in a saving to the state of a very considerable 
amount, which has gone to swell the sum of the prisoners’ earnings. 
Purchases are made for cash. 

Maryland S. P., 1849—Warden’s Report.—We have cause of 
congratulation in the fact, that the excess between the expenses of 
the Penitentiary and the earnings of the prisoners, has been reduced 
in the sum of $5,893.45 from what it was last year. 

Ohio S. P., 1849.—Warden’s Report.—Owing to the sickness in 
the prison and the consequent large loss of labor, the receipts of the 

prison have, as a matter of course, been greatly diminished, while 
the expenditures have been greatly augmented.  
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Georgia S. P. 1849—Keeper’s Report.—The institution at this 

time, is in a state of unparalleled prosperity, probably in a better 
condition than it ever has been since its establishment. We will be 
enabled to carry on and keep it up without subjecting ourselves to 
the mortifying resort of calling upon the Legislature for any appro- 
priation. This I believe has never before occurred, and is the best 
evidence that with proper and cautious management, the institution 

can at all times support itself. 

Maine, 1848.—Received from State Treasury, $4,547.50; visitors 

$127.12; convicts admitted, $11.13; wheelright dept. $1,804.47; shoe- 

making, $1,331.48; blacksmith, $1,C82.22; lime quarry, $1,298.43; 

team, $127.76. Total $103,30.11. 

Expended for officers’ salaries, $4,526.46; Convicts discharged, 

$240.98; building and repairs $337.53; subsistence dept. $2,579.55; 

fuel and lights, $906.98; clothing, $589. 79; expense acc’t., $739.80, 

gan, £46.02. 

Maine, 1849.—Received. Stocks and toots on hand, $170,42.62; 

visitors, $164.35; clothing, $139.67; sundries from expense acc’t., 

$72.63; shoemaking, $4,567.38; building and repairs, $1.20; wheel- 

rights, $3,300.95; team, $882.58; lime quarry, $1,710.94; subsist- 

ence, $307.47; blacksmiths, $1,938.96; convicts admitted, $11.32; 

bal. against, $5,100.81. Total, $25,240.28. 

Expended.—Stocks and too!s on hand, $16,678.21; officers’ sal- 

aries, $4,676.65; clothing, $615.84; sundry expenses, transportation 
of convicts, &c., $1,657.48; fuel and lights, $1,273.88; shoemaking, 

$2,654.18; building and repairs, $416.56; wheelrights, $2,375.49; 

team, $802.17; lime quarry, $852.82; subsistence, $2,260.15; black- 

smiths, $775.75; convicts discharged, $201.60. Total, $25,240.28. 

New Hampshire, 1849.—Received from visitors, $310.29; smith’s 

shop, $626.29; cabinet shop, $1,675.79; shoe shops, $2,122.51; tailor 

shop, $1.25; deficit, $895.33. Total, $5,631.22. 

Expended. General expenses, $2,895.31; steam engine, $9.64; 

clothing and bedding, $262.56; provisions, $2,421.10; repairs and im- 

provements, $38.07; interest, $4.54. Total, $5,631.22. 

Vermont, 1849.—Received from carriage shop, $942.10; shoe 

shop, $1,102.35; visitors $151.88; suspended acc’t., $8.77; convicts 
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on contract, $1,142.85; gains arising mostly from collections of doubt- 

ful debts inventoried last year at 50 per cent, $305.04; liabilities 

over assets this year, including bal. of interest, $4,261,79. Total, 
$7,914.78. 

Expended: Prison dept., $471.58; provisions, $2,825.61; cloth- 

ing $532.80; fuel and light, $694.53; medical department, $26.43; 
pay and expense acc’t., $2,611.22; bal. of interest paid, $1,201.73; 

repairs, $3665; demands carried to suspended acct. $12. 53. Total, 

$7,914.78. 

Massachusetts, 1849.—Reeeived: From stone dept. $15,662.78; 

labor, $17,782.37; visitors, $1,301.25; rents, $225.94; amount rec'd 

from the treasurer of the commonwealth, $4,200. Total, $39,172.34. 

Expended: Provisions, $9,430.06; hospital dept., $249.19; cloth- 

ing, $4,167.09; expense, $4,595.06; officers salaries, $16,650,00; 

prisoners discharged, $489.74; transporting prisoners, $426.12; re- 

pairs of real estate, $309.30; night watch, $84.00; surplus of receipts, 

$2,771.77. Total, $39,172.34. 

Rhode Is!and, 1849.— Received: From shoemaking, $1,178.83; fare 

acc’t. $2.32; interest, $11.49; deficit, $2,421.31. Total, $3, 613. 95. 

Expended: Salaries and labor, actual, $1,099.79; pro rata, 

$643.06; provisions and groceries, -pro rata, $813.57; bedding and 

clothing, actual, $176.93; pro rata, $11.10; fuel and lights, actual, 

$301.07; pro rata, $99.30; books and stationery, pro rata, $11.53; 

furniture, actual, $14.36; pro rata $10.32; miscellaneous, pro ratay 

$100.99; discharged convicts, actual, $49.50; recovering prisoners, 

actual, $70.00; repairs and fixtures, actual, $180.54; pro rata, $7.77; 

oakum, $24.12. Total, $3,613.95. 

Connecticut, 1849.—Received: From carpenter’s shop, $2,310.74; 

chair seating, $1,914.83; smith shop, $2,679.80; cutlery shop, $359,- 

58; shoe shop, $1,879.68; cabinet shop, $2,496.26; varnishing shop, 

$964.83; visitors, $425.65; balance of interest, $839.92. Total, 

$13,871.21. 

Expended: Expense account, $6,126.39; provisions, $3,939.64; 

clothing and bedding, $523.71; repairs and improvements, $270.12; 

hospital ace’t, $340.60; female dep’!., $37.77; transportation of con- 
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victs, $182.45; discharged convicts, $240.80; bal. against institution, 

$2,209.81. Total, $13,871.29. 

Auburn, 1849.-—Received: Cash balance on hand Sept. 30, 1848, 

$4,387.52; from cabinet shop, $9,239.45; carpet shop, $23,596.38; 

coopers’ shop, $2,799.77; eutlery shop, $1,251.86; hame shop, $4, 

222.08; machine shop, $4,529.34; shoe shop, $6,107.48; tailor shop, 

$363.71; tool shop, $4,295,81; visitors, $1,817.66; convicts’ deposits, 

$185.23; rations sold, $215.42; clothing and bedding sold, $0,75; 

building and repairs, (old lumber,) $44.38; stock, tools, &c. sold, 
$136.03; firewood, oil, &c., (wood sold,) $232.32; support of U.S. 

convicts, $832.14; cash received from Comptroller for clothing furnish- 
ed Clinton Prison, in 1845, and 1848, $2,226.80; cash from Comp- 

troller (annual appropriation for library,) $100.00; swill, convict la- 

hor, job work, &c., $440.44; rent, $150.00; interest, $389.22. Total, 

$67,613.79. 

Ezpended: For rations, $16,090.80; hospital, $883.43; clothing 

and bedding, $3,383.36; building and repairs, $5,326.14; firewood, 

oil, &c., $5,363.18; hay and grain, $28.34; stock and tools, t&c., 

$96.27; printing and stationery, $455.66; discharged convicts, 

$1,010.60; furniture $132.40; salaries of prison officers and teach- 

ers, $15,619.15; do. do. of guards, $7,198.20; miscellaneous, 

$1,190.56; bal. on hand, $10,835.80. Total, $67,613.79. 

Sing Sing Male Prison, 1849.—Received: Balance from last 

years acc’t, brought forward, $390.78; carpet contracts, $9,635.37; 

boot and shoe do., $836.31; file do., $6,693.05; saddlery, hardware 
do., $5,391.82; lime do., $4,163.38; button do., $188.36;7hat do., 

$4,677.46. railroad do., $13,373.91; state farm, $502.17; stone shop 
and quarries, $3,888.59; provisions sold, $1,711.57; support of Uni- 

ted States convicts, $309.00; smith shop, $187.00; convicts’ deposits, 

$71.32; build’ng and repairs, ¢45.63; hospital stores sold, $17.63; 

oil and fuel sold, $49.00; clothing error in bill wool refunded, $1.00; 

incidental, €50.00; visitors, $165.94; special appropriation by the 
legislature, for the payment of old debts, purchase of books and cur- 

rent expenses, from the Comptroller, $26,270.00; deficit, $1,530.99; 

Total, $81,850.28. 

Expended: Salaries of prison officers and teachers, $21,284.20; 

prison guard, $11,656.85; provisions, $23,381.53; hospital stores, 

$1,938.80; clothing, $5,501.62; building and repairs, $2,630.28; oil, 
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camphene, ana fuel, $7,466.€9; stone shop and guarries, oxen, iron steel, hay, eed, &c., $1,591.65; furniture, $1,041.46; printing sta- . sapdtel 7 : : ? ~ 
tonery advertising, &e., $964.34; discharged convicts, and transpor ato: $ i , 

n of same,$ eposits refunded, $69.53; tobacco, : ty ed to correct error in acco 
: i rail 

unt 9877.20; incidental, rewards for escaped convicts, expenses pursui ke, $2,740.60. Total, $81,850.28, eens 
Si . 

. 

. 
‘1 se og Female Prison, 1849.— Receiy2d: From button contract $ 92.10; binding hats, $670.72; cutting files, $110.48; deficit $8,038.40. Total, $10,411.70, . ee 
soon For{fuel and light, $1,450.00; furniture and clothing, oan - ; Matron and assistants, $,900.00; guards, $720.00; teachin 1.093 agent, clerk, chaplain, and physician, the 4 part of the sale, y of each, $362.50; rations, $2,920.00; hospital, $425.00; repairs % 0.00; waiters, teamsters and laborers, $628.00; discharg ed ¢ victs and clothing, $668,70. Total, $10,411.70, , “ee 
iste. aa Sate Prison, 1849.— Received : Cash on hand Oct. 1st » $827.97; cash received of State treasury, balance of $25 000, *ppropriation for 1848, $7,553.13; cash of State treasury, on the a : enue of $39,000 for 1849, $32,776.99; cash from our wales isitors, @do me shop, $57.52; convicts’ deposits, $55.54; sine e140 3 machine shop and furnace, $191.18; cash from , ‘77. Total, $50,369.06 
Expended : Buildings and repairs, $993.49; rations, § mene and bedding, $4,400.96; fuel and lights, $1,259.94; heant and medicines, $430.76; discharged convicts, $324.94 . posta e. meng and stationery, $367.91; salaries of officers, $7,000.79, sos aa 652.29; teams and keeping, $560.48; expenses of agent, 99; storage and freightage, $607.71; miscellaneous, $1,483.97, y nachinery, $1,909.51; Averill] mine, $15,784.30; cash on hand Sept. %0, 1849, $242.59. Total, $50,369.06, 

oe Jersey, 1849.— Received from chairmaking dept., $8,873.33: ny ams E ee 
* 

" ” 

Mrwainers, $3,782.13 ; weaving, $2,898.06; sundries, $1,996 53; laterest, $17.97. Total, $16,798.02. — 

nq eaed for Provisions, $6,329.18; fuel, $1,206.50; furniture, ing bedding, clothing, tools and implements, $1,593.66; hospi-  
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tal stores, $290.24 ; incidental expenses, $525.48; discharged pe 

soners, not having overwork, $312.89; balance, gain, $6,240.07, 

Total, $16,798.02. 

Western Penitentiary, Penn, 1849. — Received from _ weaving, 

$2,306.16; shoemaking, $5,012.74 ; merchandise, $1,619.77; tailor- 

ing, $245.88. Total, $9,184.55. 

Expended for subsistence, $8,560.51; stock, $624.04. 

$9,184.55. 

Total, 

Eastern Penitentiary, Penn, 1819. — Received from seeaving 

$6,189.02 ; cordwaining, $4,741.13; carpentering, S00 08 a - 

smithing, $95.61; picking wool and cakum, se19 a alongs 

$247.31; tinsmithing, $81.43; sundry labor, $60.94; balance, 

41,864.04. Total, $16,854.30. 

Expended for subsistence, from ist month, Ist, to 12th month, 

30th, 1849, $16,632.43; interest, $221.87. Total, $16,954.30. 

Maryland, 1849.— Received : Gross gain by weaving, dyeing, 

carding and spinning account, $17,811.01; cordwaining, $3,086.93; 

gmithing, $2,151.18 ; visitors, $115; bag making, $1,842.29; hire, 

$443.15; deficit, $7,054.46. Total, $32,504.02. 

Expended for provisions, $6,736.04; clothing, exclusive of shoes, 

$1,054.56; shoes, $865.37; fuel, $1,401.75; household expen 

$4,128.93; salaries of officers, $14,726.84 ; per diem of em, 

$10,08 ; discount paid for use of money, 62,582.53. Total, ; 

504.02. 

Virginia, 1849.—Received: Cash paid into the treasury, $10,000; 

- ~ : . t 

goods furnished lunatic asylum, $707.78 ; permanent improvernell® 

and repairs on penitentiary, $607.69; improvements at capitol square, 

$1,127.51; stock at penitentiary, $26,211.86; stock at store, $26, | 

049.98. Total, $64,704.82. 

Expended: Stock on hand at penitentiary and store, Oct. 1, 188 

$55,175.80; deduct from this stock the discounts and reductions 

order of the board, in the year ending Sept. 30, 1849, $1,997. 
. ¢ d ; 

leaving actual available stock, $53,150.44 ; directors, officers am 
ai “or of 

physician, and for diet for prisoners, $10 521.87; balance in favor° 

penitentiary, $10,321. Total, $64,704.80. Recapitulation of gaia 
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for five years: Year ending 30th Sept., 1845, gain $3,196.29; 30th 

Sept., 1846, $1,270.43; 30th Sept., 1847, $1,983.53 ; 30th Sept., 

1848, $2,420.97; 30th Sert., 1849, $1,032.51. Total gain, $9,903.- 
733 average gain for five years, $1,980.74. 

Tennessee, 1849.— Received: Cash on hand Sept. 30, 1847, $7,- 

619.835; amount received for articles sold and debts collected from 

Sept. 30, 1847, to Sept. 30, 1849, $36,295.32. Total, $43,915.17. 

Expended: Cash paid sundries as per vouchers, including salaries 

of officers, materials, victualing, clothing, &c., &c., $41,347.49; bal. 

of cash, $2,567.68. Total, $43,915.17. 

Received: Balance of manufacturer’s account, $62,324.56; bal. 

of interest account, $352.13. Total, $62,676.69. 

Expended: Victualing account, $7,958.37; expense, $6,391.42; 

wages, $14,365.99; hospital, $179.23; clothing, $1,382 04; dis- 
charge, $735; balance, gains in the last two years, $31,364.64. 

Total, $62,676.69. 

Georgia, 1848 and 1849.—Received: Manufactured articles and 

job work during 1848 and 1849, $56,634.73 ; account against United 

States in same time, $1,064; interest received same time, $35.42; 

old debts, $8,797.57; overcharge for leather during 1848 and 1849, 

$5,341.14; loss on brick, $27.00; reduction on stock, old and new, 

$273.11; balance of materials on hand Oct. 1, 1849, $21,631.31. 

Total, $93,704.29. 

Expended: Balance of materials on hand 1st Monday Oct., 1847, 

$21,230.75; materials received from inspector during 1848 and 1849, 

$30,084.71; expenses paid during same time, $21,008.72; error in 

account against United States, Ma-ch 31, 1849, $26.52; balance in 

favor of profits, $21,253.59. Total, $93,704.29. 

Ohio, 1849.—Received on account of tool makers, $1,035 .05; tai- 

lors’ shop, $1,330.60; engines and machinery, $2,011.48; smith, 
hame, Jace and saddletree shops, $16,274.62; shoemakers, $425.31; 

prison slops, $142.94; lumpers, (promiscuous labor,) $1,257.77; 

visitors, $723.37; United States, $568.67; incidentals, $21; stone 

shop, $42; fuel sold, $43.88; carpet weavers, $2,123; Gov. Ford’s 

contingent fund, $2,500; State treasury, $2,409.61; showing the cash  
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receipts and earnings for the current year to have been $30,910.18. 

To this should be added labor done under appropriations the past 

year, for which cash has not been received, viz.: Labor on new State 

House, $3,811.20; labor on amount due Lunatic Asylum, $1,500; 

labor in[wood-lot, repairs, &c.,$850; labor and stone furnished State 

avenue, $140.50; due from City Council, $77.91; due from sundry 

individuals, $52.20; estimated proceeds of State hog-pen, $310; la- 
bor in repairing gas fixtures, $160; due from new State House for 

smith work, $13.57; making total receipts and earnings the past 

year, $37,883 . 36. 

Expended for repairing engines, $538.08; printing and postage, 

$74.71; forage, $240; teams, $196.61; incidentals, $364.21; furni- 

ture, $668.84; visitors’ guard, $317; provisions, $9,586.11; cloth- 

ing, $2,966 .98; discharged convicts, $435; fuel and light, $2,035.71; 

stationery, $69 .51; library books, $76.66; moral instructor, $481 . 25; 

salary, $915.71; less.amount paid by State House Commissioners, 

$695—$8,500.71, showing the amount paid out for the general sup- 
port of the prison to have been $29,616.07; leaving a balance in fa- 

vor of the receipts and labor done to the amount $8,267.29, less 

amount received from government and treasurer, $4,909.61; show- 

ing the earnings the past year over and above expenses to have been 

$3,357 .68. 

+ The amount of cash on hand, per report of Jast year, ending Nov. 

30, 1848, was $4,374.02; cash received per amonut due for stone, 

$546.40; received under appropriation to pay quarry debt $15,000; 

received on amount due for lime last year, (collected this year,) 

$1,092.28; received from city of Columbus for broken stone, 

$175.77; received from contractors and others, the past year, as be- 

fore stated, $30,910.18; showing the amount on hand, and the re- 

ceipts the past year to have been $52,098 .65. 

Of this amount there has been paid out, on account of stone quarry, 
$15,290; amount due the City Bank, borrowed and reported last 

year on account of quarry, $1,541.85; on amounts due from lime 

kiln, $428.81; on account of repairing and improving shops the 

past year, $495 .03; on account of gas fixtures, $150.96; on account 

of tool shop, $260; on account of interest due on stone quarry 

amounts to $229.84; on account of escaped convicts, $6.50; on ac- 

count of disbursements the past year as before stated, $29,616.07, 
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making total disbursements $48,019.99. Leaving on hand Nov. 30, 
1849, $4,078.66. 

Ilinois, 1849.— Received: Office, $614.77; cooper’s shop, $3,230. 

99; wing to cooper’s shop, $539 25; smith shop, $3,150.77; hos- 

pital, $1,731.29; warden’s house, $3,800; cistern, $120; gutters and 

spouts to eating house, $30.07; privy and sewer to river, $1,500; 

twenty tables and forty benches to eating house, $48; new floor and 

joists to do., $81; one abutment to wall, $66; total, $14,912.14. 

This prison is leased, and there is no note of expenditures. 

Michigan, 1849.—Received: Balance on hand Nov. 30, 1848, 

$104.95; State treasury, $12,000; labor contractors, $7,749.11; 

convicts’ deposits, $40.04; State Prison, rent, tailoring articles sold, 

&c., $489.24; visitors, $239.52; balance due, $262.28; total $20,- 

835.14. . 

Expended : Officers’ and keepers’ salaries, $5741.66; guards, 
$3,064.81; rations, $2,858.46; clothing and bedding, $1,399.91; 
building and repairs, $4,387.52; wool, $392.23; hospital, $227.13; 
discharged convicts, $252.92; convicts’ deposits, $70.93; pursuing 
fugitives, $32.22; agents travelling expenses, $5; oats and hay, 
$147.46; miscellaneous, 2,154.89; total $20,735.14. There ‘ap- 
pears a discrepancy of $100 in withia account not accounted for. 

Kentucky, 1849.—Received: For sale of bagging, $22,805.96; 

sale of articles at prison, $8,472.67; lock up fees, $95.00; barter 

manufactured articles given in exchange, $8,126.36; bills payable, 
notes given for raw material purchased on time, by written permission 
of the Governor, $6,377,37. Tota}, $45,877.36. 

Expended: Raw materials, $31,795.33; provisions, $3,522.93; 

building materials, $983.91; fuel, $1,486.99; clothing, $1,269.70; 

Hauling, $1,688.92; salaries, $3,553.48; disch’g’d convicts, $310.00; 

stationery $116.64; water privilege and gas for prison, $224.42; 

moral and religious instruction, $133 50; turnpikeage, $185.60; 

postage, $11.55; interest, $518.84; Commissioners, $75.00; fuel for 

Governor, $30.75. ‘Total, $45,877.36. Resources and liabilities of 

‘he Prison on the 1st day of December, 1849. 

Resources. Aggregate amount of accounts and notes due the Prit- 

on $16,905 52; due from the commonwealth, (balance to debit of  
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account,) $7,359.23; bagging, &c., in hands of commission merchants 

at Louisville, on consignment, estimated to realize 2,430 30; stock 

on hand, raw materials and manufactured articles, not inventoried, 

supposed aggregate value, (keeper’s estimate,) $18,000.00; making 

the total resources $44,695.05. 

Liabilities. —To N. Craig, bal. to credit of ace’t for advances, &e., 

$19,730.56; to various individuals, for sundries furnished institution, 

accounts not rendered, estimated at $3,231.39; officers and guards, 

for salaries due and undrawn, $2,408.67; to bills payable, notes given 

for purchase of raw materials on credit, authorized by written consent 

of the Governor, $6,377.37; to commission merchants, for advances 

on consignments of bagging, $1,414.70. Total fiabilities, $39,432.- 

99; making the probable profits from the 1st day of March, 1849, to 

the Ist day of December, 1849, $3,262.06. 

4, ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION—Comprising the 
internal regulation of prisons, the qualifications of officers, &c. 

Discip.ine. 

New Hampshire 8. P., 1849—Warden’s Report.—By a strict ad- 
herence to rules, and promptly bringing any violation of them to the 
notice of the convict, I have been enabled without any unusual 
severity, and very little of punishment, to preserve a discipline to 
me satisfactory. 

Vermont S. P. 1849.—Directors’ Report.—The directors are very 
favorably impressed with the order, nea(ness and cleanliness which, 
appeared in every part of the establishment, and also with the dis- 
cipline and police regulations of the prison. 

N.Y. Inspectors’ Report, 1849.——The total number of punishments 

inflicted during the last year was, at Auburn, 295; at Sing Sing, 
298, and at Clinton, 168. The number of punishments at Auburn 
‘prison from Jan. 12 to Dec. 1, 1848, was 282; at Sing Sing prison, 
in 11 months of 1848, Jan. to Nov. inclusive, 351. At Auburn, 
the average number of punishments per month, in proportion to the 

whole nun.ber of convicts, was, in 1848, about 1 in 16; in 1849, 
about 1 in 20; the returns for 1848 being less than a year, and in 
1819, the total number of convicts having becn increased. 
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At Sing Sing, the average number per month, in 1848, was 1 in 20; in 1849, 1 in 223. The reduction in 1848 from the previous 
year, under the sanguinary system, it will be remembered, was more 
than one-half. At Clinton, the average number per month, for the 
last year, was nearly 1 in 11. 

Auhurn—Warden’s Report-—The principal points to be secured in the proper management of convicts are, that the officers having direct charge of them, be intelligent men, prompt in the observance and discharge of their duties, always vigilant, and to preserve per- fect non-intercourse with them, except so far as may be necessary in 
giving instructions in relation to their employments. By these means I am perfectly confident that the number of punishments can be ma- terially lessened: proper vigilance will prevent the commission of of- fences deserving correction. The old adage, I think in this case, is very applicable, “ an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” 

Sing Sing S. P., 1849-——Warden’s Report.— Convicts who are 
well watched by the prison officers seldom subject themselves to the f necessity of punishment. Constant and untiring vigilance on the 
part of the keepers is more effective in maintaining regular deport- ment and good order among the convicts, than all the punishments that could be visited upon them. 

Georgia S. P. 1849-—Keeper’s Report.—The prisoners generally have been obedient to their officers, industrious and persevering in 
their different vocations, exhibiting a degree of cheerfulness and con- tentinent rarely met with in similar places. 

Virginia S. P. 1849—Directors? Report.—The discipline of the 
institution has been well sustained by the superintendent and his as- sistants, and the general management of all its affairs has been conducted with great good judgmett and fidelity. In contemplating 
the future, the board of directors fear this condition of prosperity 
Cannot be relied on. 

Indiana 8. P. 1819— Warden's Report.—It is suggested that the 
warden, or some other disinterc sted person, ought to be the keeper of the state prison, instead of tLe individual who is entitled to the fervives of the convicts,  
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CoRRESPONDENCE oF CoNvICTS. 

N.Y, Auburn S. P., 1849—Chaplain’s Report—During the 
first ten months of the past year, the correspondence was conducted 
chiefly by the chaplain, under the general direction and supervision 

of the warden. During this period, about 325 letters -vere written 
to their friends, for about three hundred convicts. 

A close observation for the last two years, of the effect of letter 

writing upon the minds of the convicts, has served to increase the 
conviction formerly expressed, that the practice is decidedly benef 
cial in its tendency, and ought not to be discontinued, nor diminish- 
ed to any considerable extent. The effect of entire non-intercourse 
would be extremely injurious te all who have friends, especially so 
to those who are possessed of ardent temperament, and also to those 
who are confined on long sentences. It almost uniformly induces 

melancholy, recklessness, hatred, or revenge. Those who do not for 
a long period hear from their friends, often give vent to their feel- 
ings in such language as the following: “ Well, they have all for- 
gotten me’—“ No one cares for me, now”—“ Even my wife has 
forsaken me, and my own children will soon forget me.”— If my 

friends do thus cast me off, I shall never go near them again.”— 
* Well, it isno matter what I de now, I cannot be more despised or 
worse off, let me do what I will.” 

It is easy to see that such a state of mind is altogether unfavorable 

to mental or moral improvement. 

N.Y. Sing Sing S. P., 1849—Chaplain’s Report.—Since the 
date of my last report, which is a little less than a year, 230 con- 
victs have written letters to their friends. And the whole number of let- 
ters written is 348. Most of these letters are to wives, or parents, of 

brothers or sisters, and express much tender affection and solicitude, re- 

miniscence and hope. All this encourages the hopethat when they are 
again restored to their families, the recollection of their imprison: 
ment and their domestic enjoyments will operate to make them better 
members of society than they were before. But it will be observed 
that only about one-third of the whole number of convicts have writ- 
ten at all. The remaining two-thirds are either without particular 

friends, or are indifferent in their feelings toward them, or are 
ashamed to Jet it be known where they are; or, feeling themselves 

degraded and perhaps abandoned by their friends, they seem to have 
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repudiated human society, and to hav i 

; i > € no settled i yer again partaking of the pleasures of social life, mpeciation of ever 
N.Y. Clinton 8. P., 1849—Chaplain’s Report.—In the corres- 

€ averaged about 
he rules of this prison allowing 

ery quarter. 

pondence of prisoners with relatives, my letters hav two per day, (Sabbaths excepted,) t 
each convict to write a letter ev. 

ae Jersey S. P., 1849—-Warden’s Report.——I have continued to family oy a proper Fe pondence between the convicts and their ’ lations; and for such as are incom i 
3 petent to do it for. them- selves, I have written nearly two hundred letters, during the year at the best moral purposes are thereby advanced. 

you can keep alive his love for parent or wife 2 

Keep 
or child before his mind the strongest motive to regain are setable standice 3 respectable standing 
loves, even when he 

ially, Iam always 
ved, an interchan ftw onate regards Peivveen the prisoner and his family. In Bo man feel so keenly a cold neglect. J Uhave written, in m i Pen who sean don 

. 'y own name, in behalf of men wh , wounded by the manifest coldn ir fri "Relatives cae, 
; ess of their friends. Relati ‘o cherish and to manifest so » for the fallen 

T n r much of compassion for the fall may aid their resolutions of amendment, instead of indulging that stern repulse which tends more 
i 

mush ant dee, than any other cause to induce moral 

Western Penitentiary, Pa, » 1819-—Ch, on 
i 

tr with eee lowed this Year, as formerly, to correspond by let- riends or relatives. M. 
let eee rie any of them take great de- i me this privilege, and are careful not to forfeit it by ‘had con ha . is thus made an auxiliary to the discipline of the prison i png © preserve good order, and a part, also, of mora] education tel Prison; for rightly conducted correspondence, with absent and oved friends, makes the heart better. ™ 

aplain’s Report.—The pris- 
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5. COMPARISON OF PRISON SYSTEMS. oe 

SEPARATION AND CONCREGATION. 

The warden of the Maine S. P., in his report for 1838, makes the 

following suggestions in regard to separation as the settled policy of 

that prison for certain classes: 

It will seen by the tables that three are in solitary. These convicts 

are unproductive, as the cells which they occupy are common cells, 

and not sufficiently large to labor in. There should be some suita- 

ble place erected for those convicts who are sentenced to solitary 

confinement and hard labor agreeably to the law of 1844, There is 

now none, and they occupy acommon cell. This cell, though made 

comfortable, being well lighted and ventilated, is quite too small for 

labor, and sufficient exercise, which is ever necessary to health. 

The Inspectors of the same prison say: 

The alteration in the law, inflicting solitary confinement in addi- 

tion to hard labor upon the murderer, is a good and just one, and 

should not be altered, although many have recently appeared much 

opposed to il, and have endeavored to convince the public that it is 

“ barbarous,” that it is a disgrace to our statute books, and that the 

old Jaw in relation to hanging is preferable, being more civilized 

and humane. The sentence may be harder upon the rourderer, but 

after having taken the life of a fellow being;—when society, not 

willing to tolerate him any longer, has expelled him forever—when 

his imprisonment is not for the purpose of making him a useful mem- 

ber of society after a few months confinement, but to give him an 

opportunity to review his past life and prepare himself for a future 

state of existence,—there can be nothing unjust or barbarous ma 

law that requires him to be separated from others who are confined in 

prison for comparatively slight offences—to a law that applies in all 

cases where the “separate system’? is adopted,—a system that has 

been faithfully examined and highly approved by many philanthro- 

pis's and prison disciplinarians, not only in this country, but in Ev- 

rope—by those whose opinions are entitled to respect, whose oppor- 

tunities for observation and comparison have been great, whose whole 

object has been to ameliorate the condition of the convict, to _assist 

in bis reformation, and to protect society against the repetition of 

crime. 
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In the “ congregate system” the inmates of our prisons have not 
necessarily forfeited al! their rights. They have a claim to protec- 
tion from injustice; and shall we send into their midst the murderer, 
with the blood of a fellow being fresh upon his hands? If the in- 
fluence of friends and society, aided by the fear of punishment, can- 
not stay the hand of the murderer, surely he may be easily provoked 
to repeat his acts of violence and blood after having been arrested 
in his guilt and placed where the law can o no more. And the 
inspectors of 1849 recommend an alteration of the law so that mur- 
derers should not be allowed to associate with those who are confined 
for comparatively trivial offences. Such a distinction seems to be 
absolutely necessary; even justice to converts whose crimes are _ 
against property alone, requires such a regulation, and the pecuniary 
interests would be promoted by such an arrangement. 

If reformation is an object of confinement, surely but little can be 
expected so long as the cold blooded murderer is looked upon not as 
particularly guilty, but as unfortunate; so long as he is treated in 
such way as, if possible, to make him forget his crime, and he is 

allowed to associate with other convicts. 

The inspectors are aware that there is great diversity of opinion 
in relation to prison discipline. While one party is strongly 
urging constant separate confinement, as the best calculated to 
secure the public and reform the guilty, another as strongly advo- 
cates the congregate system, with full confidence that every convict 
is capable of being thoroughly reformed, if means are used to ope- 
rate upon his better feelings. The one party believing that impris- 
onment is intended as a punishment for crime sv far as the criminal 
is concerned, and for the protection of the public against the thief 
and the murderer, while the other as strongly contends that the only 
object of imprisonment is the reformation of the convict. While 
such is the feeling in relation to prison discipline, and while such 
vigorous efforts are made to abolish capital punishment, the protec- 
tion of the public, duty to other convicts, and justice to the murder- 

er, seem to require that he at least should be subjected to separate 
confinement. Surely, if reformation is the object of his imprison- 
ment, it can as well be accomplished in separate confinement as else- 
where. 

If capital punishment is to be abolished, and those now in our 
jails awaiting trial for murder should be sentenced to the prison, the 

comparative number of those under life sentence would be great, and  
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their influence over other prisoners would probably lead to disastrous 
results, and the expense of a sufficient guard to take care of them 
would more than pay for, their support in separate confinement. 

The inspectors of the Connecticut S. P. remark as follows: 

At present there is no place in which persons sentenced for mur- 
der can be employed, except in the common workshops, when they 
can again, if they wish, gratify their infernal malice, and wreak 
their vengeance on society, in the persons of the officers in charge. 
There should be provided for these persons, a place where they can 
be kept, in safety to the keepers and overseers, and for this purpose, 
solitary shops should be furnished for them; for no person who has 
shown a disposition to take the life of another, should have the 
power to make the second attempt—certainly not, if his punishment 
is not to be increased by the commission of such a crime. 

Michigan S. P.—Inspector’s Report, 1849.—The officers of the 
prison felt that it was due to the cause of humanity, to make a state- 
ment to the last legislature, in relation to the condition of convicts 
sentenced here to solitary confinemeut for life. These men were 
confined in small cells, situated in the body of the main block, badly 
lighted, and without any means of ventilation, except through a small 
iron lattice door. It was evident to all, that they were rapidly loos- 
ing, not only their physical, but mental faculties, and that thus situa- 

ted, could not long survive. 

The result of the deliberations of that body upon the subject, was 

the passage of the following act, to wit: 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
state of Michigan: That the convicts which have been, or may be 
sentenced to solitary confinement in the state prison, at hard labor 
for life, may be released from solitary confinement, and employed as 
other convicts are, whenever, and for such times, as the inspectors 

may by resolution direct, until such times as proper ‘cells are pre- 
pared, to enable such sentence to be fully enforced.” 

The annual message of the Chief Magistrate to the Legislature, 

adverts to the established code of Prison Discipline of the Common- 

wealth, and estimates that is ‘“ worthy of serious consideration, 

whether by the adoption of a system of solifary confinement, the 

severity of the punishment authorized by law does not injuriously 
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affect the mental and physical vigor of the prisoner; and the frequent 
recommendations to the executive for the pardon of convicts afflicted 
with ill health and imbecility, would appear to require a modification 
of the present law.” 

Some members of the present Board of Inspectors have served for 
more than twenty, all of them for many years. Their only recom- 
pense, the usefulness and growing prosperity of the Institution. 
Their best exertions have constantly been devoted to these ends. 
These exertions, they flatter themselves had, with the faithful coop- 
eration of the officers of the Prison, been crowned with complete 
success; illustrating in their onward march a most triumphant vindi- 
cation of the Pennsylvania system of Prison Discipline. 

To its usefulness—its beneficence—its entire and complete ex- 
emption from all, and every one, of the oft repeated charges against 
it, this Board, from year to year have borne testimony—testimony, 
sustained and supported by the statistics of the Prison, and by the 
reports of its officers, gentlemen of character and reputation beyond 
all suspicion or question. Not only have the Inspectors and officers 
of this Prison borne their testimony in its favor, but are fully sup- 
ported by the Annual Reports of the Eastern Penitentiary in all that 
has been so often referred to by them as the signal advantages of the 
Pennsylvania system over all others, not only as regards the commu- 
nity at large, but as it relates to the unhappy subjects of its discipline 
in their mental and physical condition. 

We therefore, quote from the annual reports of the Eastern Peni- 
; tentiary, January Ist, 1840, the words of Dr. Darrach, the Physician 

of that Institution, as follows—‘ The cell of the prisoner is lighted 
| and ventilated, its stone walls and iron door is the end of the law to 

him, and all the rest is kindness; the visits of the Keepers, Superin- 
tendents, Wardens and Inspectors, destroy the ennui of solitude and 
make it only a separation from idleness and vice. He is employed. 
in profitable work, When he is sick, prompt medical aid is afforded 
and nursing ; six days he labors and on the Sabbath he rests, reads 
his bible and listens to the voice of his Moral Instructor who has 
often visited him. There cannot be much in such solitude and con- 

finement to induce insanity.” These statements on the admission 
and dismission of prisoners show that, during the past year, this In- 
pitation has received more disease from the community and discharged 
*ss than in 1838 and 1837. The admissions in good health have 
een 56.65 per cent—the dismissions 81.31 per cent. making a  
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surplus of health from the prison of 24.76 per cent. The adie 

ions in ill health have been 43.35 per cent—the dismissions . 

per cent. making a surplus of 23.48 per cent of ill health from the 

community; so that the Eastern Penitentiary has been, much & 

than the last year, the recipient of disease and the ‘ispe ih 

health. The truth of this remark is rendered more evident w hen e 

items of sickness themselves, of the received andl discharged Prison 

ers, are made the subjects of consideration and comparison. 1 : 

one hundred and seventy-nine admissions introduced one huadre an 

twelve items, a majority of which belong to serious chronic: iseases 

of vital organs, whilst the one hundred and fifty-one distnissions took 

out into the community only thirty-two items of sickness, and w: ie 

were chiefly only ailments and disorders, many of which being “ ee 

introduced or in prisoners admitted in imperfect health;) an g 

remarks of Dr. Hartshorne, the successor ef Dr. Darrach, in his an- 

nual statement to the Board, December 1844, says: 

“ As far as my individual opinion is concerned, all Ahat I have seen 

and heard, during my fifteen months’ residence in datly contac “th 

the unfortunate subjects of our observation, has ouly increase ‘ 

confidence which a better understanding of the question soon ores 

upon me, that the horrors of seclusion, as practiced in ne separ 

cells, and compared to the modified separation of the si ent sya 

were altogether imaginary, and that the fears in respect to thee 

upon the reason were equally groundless. 

“ Qertain it is, that more than one instance has been presented c 

me, where the moral and reasoning faculties, in short, the woot on 

of mind had been decidedly improved, under the chastening in nence 

of a quiet and industrious seclusion from the haunts of vice, ae 

only by purifying intercourse, instruction, books, and respe' 

associates.” 

Again, we refer you to the elaborate and enlightened Coe 

tion of Dr. Given, to the board of Inspectors of the Eastern inf 

tentiary, for the year 1845. He remarks in relation to the ‘ ve 

ence of the separate system on the mind,” as follows : tt coat 

of my last report I declined giving any opinion on this inp val 

question, not deeming the experience 1 then possessed, or t “ oe 

attention I had been able to devote to it, such as to remove a aay 

from my own mind or that of others, that conclusions ° “i by 

formed might not be very much modified, if not entirely qe ae 

a longer residence in the Institution. For the last eighteen 
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my professional services have been entirely devoted to the Eastern 
Penitentiary; the influence of its discipline upon the minds of the 
prisoners has been daily the subject of my thoughts or the object of 
my studies, and often the theme of conversation with highly intelli- 

gent individuals, both in favor of and opposed to the system; and 
the irresistible conviction forced on me is,—thal separate confine-\': ~ 
ment with labor, &¢. as adopted in this Institution, is not prejudicial )- --~ 
to the mental health of its inmates. It certainly cannot be denied 
that a larger ratio of insanity has appeared within the year, than 
the very imperfect statistics of this subject give for the general pop- 
ulation; but the question as to which produces a greater or less 
amount of that disease, I have never considered as resting between 
equal numbers of the community and the inmates of a penal Institu- 
tion, but as entirely between the rival systems of Auburn and Penn- 
sylvania, For to expect from an assembly of prisoners, no matter 

what the form of discipline to which they are subjected, the same 
proportional amount of mental health as is enjoyed in soctety, is, in 

f a degree to put on a par, as predisposing to insanity, drunkenness 
| and sobriety, anziety and content, remorse and the consciousness of 

a well spent life—in a word—vice and virtue.” 

Report, 1845. “ The oft-repeated charge of stultifying the mind, 
; brought against this Institution, I consider as arising from the well- 

} founded dread entertained of the once contemplated system of solitary 
_ confinement without labor, having been blindly transferred to another, 
having no resemblance but in name. So far as my observations go, 

; Tam not aware of a single influence indispensable to the discipline 
F of a separate imprisonment that would be likely to derange a healthy 
mind.” 

Report, 1846. “ Having completed a residence of two and a half 
years within the walls of the Eastern Penitentiary, and during that 

period devoted myself to the observation of its effects on the health 

of its inmates, I do not hesitate to say that the separate system of 
imprisonment, when properly administered, is at once the most hu- 
mane ard enlightened, and as safe as any in use, as it regards the 
Well-being of the minds and bodies of the individuals subjected to 
ils discipline,” 

The board of inspectors of the Eastern Penitentiary, in their re- 

port of 1844, say, “It is with sincere gratification that the inspec- 
‘ors assure the Legislature that from sixteen years experience, and 
the adoption of such improvements as much experience has suggested 

[Assembly, No. 198.] 13 

~ 

 



  

194 | AssempLy 

in the practical operations of the Pennsylvania system of priton dis. 

cipline, separate confinement with ftabor, all that its foune ers and 

early advocates predicted would enure from its adoption, have eeu 

fally and entirely realized.” “ The inspectors have felt themsels 

called upon at this advanced stage of successful operation 0 the 

penal code in Pennsylvania thus to report to the Legislature. They 

do so, confident in all their opinions as conscientiously expressed, 

and in conclusion, they respectfully invite the Legislature now in 

session to examine for themselves in any way and at such time as 

in their wisdom shall seem best, an Institution which will stand a 

monument of the benevolence and wisdom of Pennsylvania, and the 

glory of her people.” 

We would adopt the language of the inspectors of the Eastern 

Penitentiary in their report for 1840, and say, * our confidence in 

the system of separate confinement continues undiminished, and to 

ali who doubt, we say, come and see.” 

Are not these references conclusive ? On whose testimony should 

the Legislature and Executive rely for correct information if not " 

such as are intimately conversant with the details and results of the 

system? Certainly not on the testimony of its untiring opponents 

certainly not on those who have prejudged and long condemned it. 

It has been the pleasure of the unwearying adversaries of the pe- 

nal code of this Commonwealth to denominate, or rather as they 

would wish, stigmatize it as a completely solitary system. We 

deny the fact and the imputation. Our system is separate, not soli- 

tary. Solitary, truly, so far as separation from the vicious associ 

tion of their fellow convicts is concerned, and who, we ask, woul 

wish it otherwise ? 

The inspectors have directed their special attention and instituted 

the most searching scrutiny into the very points at issue. For ve 

information of the Legislature, they would therefore most respectfully 

refer to the annual reports of the warden, physician and moral it 

structor. Especially would they beg leave to refer you to 

annual report of January Ist, 1848, and physician’s report of 7 

game date, with the statistics of mortality for the last ten years; t 

which the eminent gentleman having charge of the medical dep 

ment of the prison, states his decided conviction, “ that the sys a 

has no baneful influence upon the mental health of the prisons . 

The wants of his social and moral nature are amply provided for by 
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the visits of a kind overseer at least three times a day—the regular 
call of the warden to see that all is right—to hearken to his com- 
paint, and instruct him in his duty, and the diurnal round of the 
moral instructor in his labor of love, as well as other privileged 
visitors for religious instyiction and consolation. True, he is shut 
out from the companionship of the wicked, but will it be contended 
that evil and degrading intercourse is necessary to preserve either 
physical or mental health. Rarely one hour in the day passes by 
without intercourse for instruction in the rudiments. of education and 
moral culture, by the visits of the warden and other officers of the 

9 . 

The medical report of Doctor Dale, referred to above, conclusively 
shows that the Pennsylvania system properly admi.istered is in no 
way prejudicial to the mental or bodily health of the prisoner, and 
is a triumphant answer to all the objections of its opponents, whilst 
it exposes the fallacy of the views of theoretical philanthropists and 
injudicious friends of the system. With the facts which have trans- 
pired under our own immediate observation and from our Jong ex- 
perience and careful scrutiny into the effects of its operation, we are 
convinced that the Pennsylvania system as at present existing, con- 
scientiously and prudently administered, fully provides for the moral, 
mental and physical well being of the prisoner—and though it has 
been for years the subject of systematic animadversion and discussion 
in various quarters, yet notwithstanding the obstacles thrown in the 
way of its diffusion, it has been steadily commending itself to the 

favor not only of other of our sister states, but some of the gevern- 
ments of Europe. 

With regard to the physical health of the prisoners, their corpo- 
teal powers are never overtazed. Every possible care is had to 
cleanliness--wholesome and abundant provisions supplied at stated 
intervals—the air and light of heaven freely and sufficiently admit- 
ted, and their health watched over with the most scrupulous and 
assiduous attention. 

The Board of Inspectors are reluctant to occupy your time by mul- 
tiplying arguments on the subject, going to prove that no system 
heretofore devised, bears any sort of comparison with the Pennsyl- 
Vania system in the security it affords for “ the mental and physical 
health of the prisoners.”? Its adversaries have raised up a phantom 
in the application of the term “ solitary” to the Pennsylvania sys- 

tem, upon which their whole argument with regard to its injurious  
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influence on the “mental and physical health of the prisoner” is 

based. 

“The mental and physical health of the prisoner,” as heretofore 

intimated, has at all times been to the Board of Inspectors, an ob 

ject of their constant and peculiar solicitude. The best medical and 

moral treatment has always been employed to secure the oae and the 

other. 

They have not in their reports to the Legislature concealed or mis. 
represented facts, or amplified favorable observations for effect. They 
trust they have not deceived themselves or been deceived by others 

in the conclusions at which they have arrived, having the most per- 
fect confidence in the representation of the gentleman whose more 
immediate duty it is to watch over the mental and physical health 
of the prisoners. The Board ot Inspectors, on former occasions have 
been called upon to controvert the objections to the Pennsylvania 
system of Prison Discipline, on the score of its injurious influences 
on the mental and physical health of the prisoners, and the more 
these objections called their attention to the examination of the ques- 
tions involved, the more thorough their convictions became, that they 

were wholly groundless. 

The Physician of the Western Penitentiary in a special communi- 
cation upon this subject, holds the following language, January 12th, 

1850. 

It was with great surprise that 1 read the statement in the Gover- 
nor’s message, that “ frequent recommendations” are made “to the 
Executive for the pardon of convicts afflicted with ill health or ian 
becility of mind’’—-so “ frequent’’ as to make it “* worthy of serious 
consideration, whether, in the adoption of a system of solitary con 
finement, the severity of the punishment does not injurious!y affect 
the mental and physical vigor of the prisoner,” so as “ to requirea 
modification of the present laws.” 

It does not fall within the duties or privileges of the undersigned, 
as the medical attendant upon the prison, to read the letters of the 
Board of Inspectors to the Executive, recommending prisoners fot 
pardon, but he is well assured that the Board have very rarely reo 
mended a convict to executive clemency, on the ground of il 
health ur imbecility of mind,’ based upon his opinion as a physi 
cian. There has been no necessity for applications for pardon 
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such grounds. The regular reports, and the results of the observa- 
tions of the members of the board themselves, have shown an amount 
of physical and mental health within this prison not surpassed, if 
equalled, by that enjoyed in any prison, under whatever professed 
system conducted; and when the circumstances and character of the 

subjects of prison discipline are taken into consideration, not surpass- 
ed by that enjoyed in our workshops and manufactories without the 
prison. Nor do I, for a moment, believe that the Board over which 

you preside has made in the face of facts, and facts too published to 
the world in their own official reports, such applications for pardon. 
It would be an act of inconsistency of which, I am sure, they are 
incapable. 

There appears to have been, during the five years, application 
made for pardon for forty-seven (47) convicts. In thirty-six cases, 
no reference is made to the state of their health. In eleven cases, a 

feeble state of physical health is made more or less the ground upon 
which Executive clemency is asked~—In not one case is insanity or 
imbecility of mind mentioned. 

Of the eleven prisoners for whom pardon was asked, and reference 
made to their health, the first is No. 987, whose “ health”’ is char- 

acterized as “ indifferent.” He had been in prison 2 years and 4 
months, and had but sixty days to terminate his sentence. The chief 
teason for the application appears to have been that his widowed 
mother had come “all the way from [linois,” to take him home, 
and the “ indifferent health was but a secondary consideration. He 
had a small fistulous abscess—a disease certainly not chargeable to 
the “ separate system,’’ so as to demand a “modification of the laws.” 

Next in date is No, 966; among other reasons, the Board urged 
the fact that there had been paralysis of the muscles of one side of 
the face, and they “ feared the loss of an eye.” He had this muscu- 
lar, local paralysis, but was much improved. He frequently urged 
he to interpose in his behalf, but I always refused and told him that 
his confinement had nothing to do with his disease, and that he 
could as readily be cured in prison as elsewhere. He left the prison 
in good health, except a slight remnant of the paralysis which did 
him no harm. He was in prison 2 years and 7 months. 

No. 857; the ground of appeal in this case, was bad health 
Umanity required it. The prisoner was a man of very feeble intel- 

lect, and had been an epileptic long before he was received into the  
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prison. His sufferings were not the effect of his imprisonment, but 

had their origin long anterior to his being under the disciplinary 

influences of the “separate system.’ A prison was not the place to 
which a suffering imbecile should have been at first consigned ot 

subsequently detained in. He was in prison 2 years and 9 months, 

No. 1019, had suffered severely from scrofulous disease; was 2 

years in prison. While the comforts and solaces of home and friends, 

whose efforts to obtain a pardon the board seconded by their appli- 

cation, would be more favorable to the restoration of health, it af- 
fords no proof that this particular system of imprisonment induces 

such disease. 

No. 1016, a man of full, plethoric, apoplectic constitution, suffered 
very much from congestion of brain, and this state of things was 
urged as an additional reason for pardoning a man, intellectually 
greatly improved, and believed to be “ thoroughly reformed.” He 
was in prison 2 years azd 4 months. 

No. 1048, was in a very exhausted state when pardon was applied 
for, from immense abscesses which, at different times, had formed in 

the thigh—very few such cases have been found resulting from the 
“ separate system.” The strong ground—the impelling motive for 
seeking his pardon was the belief that he was a reformed man—a 
christian, He was 2 years and 5 months in prison. 

No, 1062; his was a case of hereditary consumption. Gov. 
Shunk himself, in visiting the prison, suggested a pardon, and wrote 
to the Secretary of State, directing one to be forwarded to the pris- 

oner. He was 2 years and 2 months in prison. 

No. 1130, was also a case of hereditary consumption. The two 
last prisoners labored under diseases too sadly, often found without the 
walls of the prison. He was in prison 1 year and 3 months. 

No. 1198; among other reasons, and these the most weighty; “de- 
clining health” is mentioned as a ground for soliciting executive 
clemency. His health was no worse in the prison than before his 
reception, being subject to cough and severe rheumatic attacks. He 

was in prison 11 months. 

No. 1206; he was of feeble constitution, and had been subject to 
epilepsy before reception. He was in prison 9 months. 
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No. 1112, is represented in the letter of the board, as “ being in 
; impaired health,’ “and should his confinement be continued any 

E great length of time may become irrecoverable.’ In this case there 
was some mistake. His health was not “impaired.” He was not 

; pardoned till nearly five months after the application, and left the 
: prison in good health. 

Ihave not time to make any comments, gentlemen, but respectfully 
| submit the subject to your consideration. 

New Jersey, 1849—Moral Instructor’s Report-—Ten intellects 
are strengthened where one is weakened under the effects of the sys- 
tem of separate imprisonment. 

Canada Penitentiary—Commissioners’ Report, 1849.—We re- 
commend to your excellency, the erection of a sufficient number of 
cells to apply the separate system to every newly arrived convict ; - 
while so confined, the convict to be‘furnished with secular instruction ‘ 
and labor, and to be earnestly dealt with by the chaplain and warden. 

| The length of this ordeal, we think, should be left to the discretion 
of the prison authorities, but should in no case exceed six months ; 
and the termination of it might, in many cases where mitigating 
circumstances existed, it is to be hoped, offer a favorable opportunity 
of exercising the royal mercy with benefit to society and to the 
criminal, , 

Were it possible to judge correctly of each man’s character, classi- 
| fication would form the next step after the ordeal of separation had 

been undergone. But this system, as far as it has yet been attempt- 
ed, has depended on so many elements—as, for instance, the nature 

of the convict’s crime, his previous character and position, his con- 
duct in prison, and the prospect of his reformation,—-as to make a 
correct classification almost impossible, if not absolutely so. No 
clear principle can be laid down to guide such a system ; the whole 
must depend on the judgment and discretion of the warden. But un- 
successful as the many experiments to carry out a complete plan of 
this character have proved, we are are not yet without some hope 
that it might be partially introduced in amelioration of the congre- 
gate system. 

We recommend that the employments selected for the prisoners be 
a little diversified as possible, and that they may be such as can be  
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carried on within doors, and with the least needful communication 
between the prisoners. It is exceedingly desirable that each gang 
should occupy a separate apartment, and that the possibility of com- 
munication between them should be cut off; fortunately, the con- 

struction of the prison work shops will render this easily attainable, 
In rateing off the convicts from the separate cells into gangs, in the 
hands of a judicious warden, we are persuaded experiments may be 
made in the way of classification, which will prove highly advan. 
tageous ; and while we refrain from suggesting any rules for the 

_regulation of the duty, we would earnestly urge its high importance 
‘en the authorities of the penitentiary. Were it possible to keep 
_every gang separate and secluded from the rest of the prisoners, that 
‘worst evil of the congregate system, viz: that the convict is known 
to so many criminals on his return to the world, would be partially 
avoided. 

We recommend that besides employing the separate cells on the 
first reception of the convict, they be used as a means of discipline ; 
not as a frequent punishment, but in the case of continued refractory 
conduct on the part of any convict, to enable the warden to deal 
with him individually and endeavor to produce a change. 

Massachusetts S. P.~Inspector’s Report.— The present number of 
convicts in the prison, is three hundred and ninety-three, being more 
than at any former period since the prison was established. The 
number of cells in the new prison, as it is called, which is on the 
plan of solitary confinement by night, is three hundred and four, leav- 
ing eighty-nine convicts. to be lodged in the old prison, where a 
number, as before suggested; are-placed together in the same cell at 

night. 

The old and the young, the experienced offender, and those who 
may have erred for the first time, and who under other influences, 
might be brought back to the paths of virtue and to penitence, are 
thrown promiscuously together at night, for deeds of darkness. Thus, 
each of these apartments, becomes a school of vice, under the in- 

struction of experienced teachers, and from which may be expected 
to go forth, from time to time, many of the most dreadéd and danger- 
ous pests of society. The urgency of the case we are considering is 
manifest, and calls for instant action. It involves consequences of 
incalculable moment. 
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The following subdivisions seem not to be properly embraced 
under any of the foregoing heads, but are esteemed of sufficient im- 
portance to be here introduced. 

LEN OF SENTENCES. 

Sing Sing—lInspector’s Report, 1849—Committed for 2 years 
and under 3, 182 males, 40 females; 3 and under 4, 80 males, 12 
females ; 4 and under 5, 57 males, 4 females; 5.and under 6, 117 
males, 11 females; 6 and under 7, 10 males; 7 and under 8, 33 

males, 1 female; 8 and under 9, 8 males; 9 and under 10, 9 males; 

10 and under 11, 107 males, 4 females; 11 and under 12, 2 males; 

12 and under 15, 15 males; 15 and under 20, 12 males; 20 and 

under 25, 8 males; 25 years, 1 male; life, 14 males. Total, 655 
males, 72 females. 

SUMMARY OF THE FOREGOING. - 

It appears that, in the male prison nearly 5 in 13, and in the fe- 
male 1 in 4 are white natives of the United States. 1 in 4 in the 
male, and 1 in 5 in the female are colored. About 4 in I1 in the 
male, and 5 in 11 in the female are foreigners. 1 in 109 in the 
male, and 1 in 72 ia the female were under 16 years when commit- 
ted; lin 5 in the male, and 1 in 4 in the female were under 20 
years; 7 in 11 in the male, and 3 in 4 in the female were under 
30 years; 10 in 11 in the male, and 17 in 18 in the female were 

under 40 years; lin 380 in the male, and 1 in 36 in the female 
were 50 years when committed. 1 in 7 in the male have been 
committed more than once. 16 in 19 in the male, and 11 in 12 in 

the female are here for crimes against property. 3 ia 19 in the 
tale, and 1 in 12 in the female for crimes against the person. 

TERMS OF SENTENCE. 

At Sing Sing prison, the terms of sentence of 658 convicts in the 

male prison, (not including 14 sentenced for life,) average 5 years 8 
months and 12 days ; 337 of the number, a little over oue half, are 
for 5 years und over, and 152 are for 10 to 25 years. 

At Auburn prison the terms of 596 convicts, (not including 13 
Sentenced for life,) average 4 years, 5 months and 18 days; 228 of 
the number for 5 years and user; 76 irom 10 to 22 years. Of 296, 
(not including 2 for life,) received last year, the average is 3 years,  
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11 months and 12 days each ; 84 for 5 years and over; and 25 for 
10 to 20 years. If from the number received during the last year, 
44 who were transferred from other prisons, whose average sentences 
were 6 years and 6 months, be deducted, the average of the 252 
sentenced within the year will be only 3 years, 6 months and I day. 

At Clinton prison, the terms of 123 convicts, (not including 1 

sentenced for life,) average a fraction less than 4} years; 49 of the 
number are for 5 years and over ; 12 for 10 to 20 years. 

The public sentiment of late years, following out the idea em- 
braced in the prison law of this State, declaring the establishment 
of the State prisons to be “ for the security and reformation of con- 
victs,” has favored a reducticn of the terms of sentence, especially 
for first offences. In this sentiment the prison officers, particularly 
those best able to judge of the influence and effect.of long terms of 
imprisonment upon the temper and physical and mental vigor of 
convicts, have participated; and the warden and physician of Aubum 
prison, in their reports last year, particularly directed attention to 

: this subject. The warden was satisfied that few could “ bear an 
| imprisonment eight or ten years, without becoming both mentally 

and physically debilitated ;?’ and the physician expressed the opinion 
that “Five years is the Loncest ferm which a convict can pass in 

.. ‘confinement, and be restored to the world with a sound mind ina 
. sound body.” 

The permanent security of the community is best effected by the 
adoption of such term of confinement as will be most likely to even- 
tuate in the reformation of the offender, and his restoration to society 
in that frame of mind and soundness of body which will induce and 
enable him to become an honest and useful citizen. It is very ques- 
tionable whether this is consistent with long terms of imprisonment. 
The convict looks upon the apparently extreme rigor of the law, of 
which he is the object, in the light of vindictiveness or revenge. 

He considers society, to use a prison phrase, as “ down upon him,” 
and he broods in sullen moroseness over his supposed or real wrongs, 

thus indulging in a frame of mind exceedingly unfavoiable to moral 
impressions or religious influences. Lf, however, the term of sen- 
tence be such that he is compelled to feel that mercy has been an 
attendant on justice, his heart is affected, his feelings softencd, and 
he is in a frame of mind most congenial to right impressions, and 
most ready to form and cherish good resolutions. 
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If the criminal can be reformed at all, we doubt if a two or three | 
years effort vill not be as effectual as though prolonged to five or | 
ten years. Indeed we consider an excessive infliction as prejudicial 
to every influence calculated to restore him to the world in that 
health of mind and body which would make him a respected and 
useful citizen. Long confinement impairs the free and healthy 
working of the mind, as well as the vigor of the body. Inanition 
is unfavorable to both. 

Auburn —Chaplain’s Report—That there may be those in our 
prisons, who are innocent of the charge on which they are convicted, 
and that many more are committed on much longer sentences than 
is desirable, is freely admitted and greatly to be regretted. 

It is confidently believed, by those who have given most attention 
to the subject, that, for many crimes the statute prescribes, or allows 
atmuch longer sentence than the public good or the welfare of the 
criminal demands. There are a considerable number in the prison 
who have been confined from 4 to 8 and 10 years, on first offences, 
connected with which it does not appear that there were any pecu- 
liarly aggravating circumstances. 

Western Penitentiary, Penn.—Inspector’s Report, 1849.—In seve- 
ral of the annual reports made to the Legislature, attention has been 
called to that part of the penal laws of the Commonwealth, which 
directs the different terms of imprisonment. It is a fact in the his- 
tory of our criminal law, not now introduced for the first time, that 
when the separate system was adopted, the sentences prescribed for 
the several crimes and misdemeanors were not sufficiently graduated 
to the increased severity of the new system. In regard to many 
offences the maximum sentences remained the same under the new 
system as under the old, while, in point of severity, the two modes 
of punishment will be set down by every rational mind as vastly 
different. There are few men of full experience on the subject, who 
would not prefer to serve a sentence of seven years with the privi- 
lege of intercourse with others, than to remain half that time in 
Separate confinement. In the opinion of the inspectors the subject 
continues to demand the attention of the Legislature. 

Maryland, S. P.—Inspectors Report, 1849.—We respectfully so- 
licit the attention of your excellency to the remarks in our last 
annual report, upon the subject of short sentences, and beg leave to 
say, that another year’s experience has but served to confirm the views 
and opinions we then expressed and advanced.  
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Virginia, S. P.—Director’s Report, 1849,—The radical change 

made in the minimum term of imprisonment for which a criminal 

may be sent to the penitentiary, will begin sensibly to be felt in the 

present year, and will, it is feared, continue from year to year to ex: 

ercise a most unfavorable and increasing influence, on the discipline, 

prosperity and success of the prison. From time to time the policy 

of the state has vacilitated on this subject. For a time two years 

was the shortest period for which any could be condemned to confine- 

ment in the penitentiary. Experience proved this to be too short a 

time within which to impose adequate and beneficial punishment on 

the offender. The minimum was then increased to three years, and 

so remained until recently. In the late revision of the Criminal 

Code of the state, a wide discretion is given juries who try men 

charged with crime, as to the term of imprisonment, running from 

one up to ten years in many cases. Short as the time has been with- 

in which this new policy has prevailed, enough has been already 

proved by it to demonstrate that in a few years the prison wili be 

crowded with convicts, the majority of whom will not be sentenced 

for more than two years, and many of whom for a period not more 

than a single year. If the convict be guilty of a crime which 

should doom him to confinement in the penitentiary, surely that con- 

finement ought to be for more than one year. In that short space of 

time, the work of moral reformation, which commends the peniten- 

tiary system to the public support, can hardly have been accomplish- 

ed. The degradation of the convict is complete, by his conviction 

and confinement, while he is returned at the end of his one year’s 

confinement to society without any improvement, moral or physical. 

By him, and by that society, no benefit is derived, further than the 

bare removal to prison of the offender for one year. He is discharged, 

indeed, when he is less capable of performing his duties to the com- 

munity whose laws he had violated. In the term of one year he can 

have received but the most imperfect instruction in any business or 

trade; and during that time he will most generally have been a pos- 

itive burthen and charge to the commonwealth. The penitentiary, 

instead of a prison for punishment and reformation, will soon be- 

come, under this system, a house of refuge for the desolate and worth- 

less. In a few years its manufacturing operations will no longer 

prevent its being a charge on the public treasury. The want of 

mechanical skill in the convicts, will result in a wasteful and un- 

profitable use of the raw material furnished for manufacturing pur- 

poses, while the rude and imperfect work done by the mere appren- 

tice, will render these manufactures unsaleable and almost worthless. 

a 
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Superintendent's Report.—Unless speedy alterations be made in 
some of the provisions of the Criminal Code, the earnings of the 
prison will diminish for some years to come, as they have increased 
for the last eight or ten. In many cases the new Code provides 
terms of imprisonment much shorter than those in the Code of 1849, 

for like offences; while the latter soon proved entirely inadequate to 
the suppression of crime, or the improvement of offenders. Indeed, 

crime increased under its provisions to an alarming degree—the 
prison became more expensive to the State, and: no evidence of an 
improved condition of offenders. These laws have been introduced 
and enacted from time to time, previous to the revisal, with the ex- 
ception of some amendments then made. The following three periods 
of time will exhibit the increase of crime under their influence, to wit: 

Prisoners received in the year 1812, 50; in 1813, 52; in 1814, 53; 
in 1815, 45; Total 180; average, 45; in 1816, 74; in 1817, 77; in 
1818, 60; in 1819, 80; Total, 219; average, nearly 73; in 1820, 

93; in 1821, SI; in 1822, 103; in 1823, 83; Total 360; average 90. 

The Code of 1849 went into force on the Ist of January, 1850. 
Thus it will be seen that in twelve years, crime had doubled, being 

much too large a proportion for the increase of population. It was 
feared that crime had increased in a greater ratio among the colored 
than the white population. They were less qualified by mechanical 
skill to indemnify the commonwealth for the expenses of prosecution 
and punishment, The legislature provided by the act of the 3ist of 
February 1823, that all felonies should be punished by stripes, 
sale and transportation. The legislature, after three years farther 
experience, became satisfied, of the futility of imprisoning white 

persons in the penitentiary for less than two years, and accordingly, 
on the 9th of March 1826, enacted that two years should be the 
shortest term for them. Free negroes continued to be transported 
until, by act of the 12th of February 1828, the Legislature provided, 
that instead of stripes, sale and transportation, they should be con- 
fined in the penitentiary for not less than five nor more than eighteen 
years. The transportation act was in force from the Ist day of Au- 
gust, 1823, to the 12th day of February 1828; but by a provision 
contained in the act of the latter date, several persons availed them- 
selves of confinement in the penitentiary, in preference to sale and 
transportation. The following periods of time, with the numbers re- 

ceived, will shew the effects of the three systems for the punishment of 
free negroes. The transportation act was in force about four years 
and seven months. It may be counted as equal to four years; and be 
compared with four years before its commencement, and after its re-  



206 [AssemBLy 

peal, as a tolerably fair mode of ascertaining the relative effects of 
each system, to wit: 

  

‘ ived| Free Negroes, &e. receiv. e negroes and mulatioes| Free negroes, Ke., received Fes i 
Free negr under the Revised} under the (transportation) ed under the act of 1828, 

Code of 1819, to wit. act of 1823, to wit. 

O) In 1829, 
8 > 830, 

9 - 20] In 1824 
in tBu. 20 1825, 0 

1821, - 16 1826, 2 1831, 
; RY , 1822, ~ 87h 1827, 2 

| 2 

Total, - 30 Total, - 
Aver Average for 4 years, 4% __ Average, + | 

- - 83 
Average, nearly, __ 21 

“The act of the 9th of March, 1826, fixing the short terms for 
white persons to two years, after an experience of seventeen years, 

was altered by act of the 25th of March, 1843, and three years pre- 
scribed. This act, with that of 1828, (fixing five years as the 

shortest terms for free colored persons,) continued in force until the 
first day of June last, when the criminal code went into effect. From 
1839 to 1842, both inclusive, making fourteen years, while the acts 

of 1826 and 1828 were in force, seven hundred and eighty-three 
persons of both colors were received; being an annual average of 
nearly fifty-six; while, from 1844 to 1817, under the acts of 1828 

and 1843, a space of four years, two hundred and eleven persons 
were received, or an annual average of nearly fifty-three. Thus the 
averages have been as follows, to wit: 

From 1812 to 1815, 4 years, 180 received; average, 45 

“ 1816 “ 1819, 4 “ 291 “ 72% 
1820 “ 1823, 4 “ 360 “ 90 
1829 “ 1842, 14 “ 783 “ 552 
1844 “1847, 4 “ 211 “ 523 

“Tf the increase of population were taken into consideration, the 
contrast would be greater. It is proper, however, to remark, that 
one of the classes of crime, not punishable in the penitentiary, (petit 
larceny,) has been changed since 1819, so that it extends to we 
stealing of twenty dollars instead of four, as in 1819. ; This 1 
necessarily subtracted a small number from the penitentiary ro . 
offences. But the introduction of new crimes will compensate or 
this loss, It may be said that very short terms of punishment are 
necessary to ensure convictions; but this is at best an imputation 
upon the moral character of our tribunals of justice and the people 

ga] 
No. 198.] 207 

themselves, which is not well founded. On the contrary, my obser- 
vation has led me to believe that all impediments which might be 
supposed to exist on the subject, have met an ample remedy in execu- 
tive pardons. : 

All experience has proved, that that penitentiary system is best, ‘... 
which invariably imposes on each offender a term of imprisonment | ~ long enough to acquire a good trade, and fully refund the state for oe the expenses incurred in his restraint and punishment. Justice at 
least demands it; and as a general rule it should be observed, Oth- erwise the innocent may be always borne down with taxes to support 
the wicked in their rapacious experiments on society. While many imperfections existed in the criminal law previous to the first of June, and which have been greatly improved by the new code, jus- 
tice authorizes me to say that this institution under those laws pro- 
duced a greater moral influence by far, over the community, in prohibiting crime, than any other penitentiary in the United States, or perhaps in any existing civil government, has done. 

“ All offences which are not of a character to justify imprisonment 
in the penitentiary at least three years for white persons, and five 
for free negroes and mulattoes, had better be punished in some other 
way. Neither public justice nor individaal security requires that the 
penitentiary should be filled up and encumbered with persons, who, 
from the shortness of sentences, have no hope of improving in, or 
learning a trade, and who will, therefore, feel but little inclination 
to try. Much better that such persons should be imprisoned in the 
county or corporation jails, and be saved from the ignominy of the felon. The expenses, in general, would be less to the commonwealth. 
It will be impossible for the penitentiary, crowded with a large class 
of such persons, to maintain a fair character, or reasonable prices 
for its manufactures; besides, the waste of raw materials in ineffect- 
ual attempts to teach them trades, would be considerable, and oyer- 
balance any good which might be derived from them,”” 
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CAUSES OF CRIME. 

New York, 1849—Inspector®’ Report —Of 609 convicts at Au 
burn prison, 317, more than one-half, were deprived of a home le. 
fore they were 16 years of age ; 86 were orphans, and 128 half or 

phans ; only 30, or 1 in 20, had a good English education, and 126, 
or nearly 1 in 5, could not read at all; 338, more than one-half, 

were intemperate, while only 33 had praticed total abstinence ; and 

the examinations on the subject exhibit a sad destitution of moral 
and religious culture. 

OF 124 convicts in Clinton prison, 32, or about 1 in 4, could not 
read ; and 68, considerably over one-half, are reported to have been 

intemperate. 

The great leading causes of crime appear to be, early orphanage, 
ignorance, and intemperance, The want of early training which s 
generally exposes to crime, is one which free schools cannot fully 
reach, unless there be a power to search out and secure the atten- 
dance, and provide for the care of the children of the streets, which 

so abound in our large cities and towns, and to a more limited extent 
in our sparser population. For the other, and taking it in all its 
ramifications the more potent influence, that of intemperance, the 
laws provide, by commiting its ministrations under public authority, 
to citizens of good moral character. 

Auburn S. P., 1849—Chaplain’s Report—When it is considered 
that one-third of those now confined within these walls were 
“habitual novel readers before their imprisonment,”’ and that very 

many of them declare that they regard novel reading as one of the 
incipent causes of their downfall, it is most deeply to be regretted 
that in an institution designed for their reformation, these men should 
still be exposed to the corrupting influence of that insidious poison 
which has already proved detrimental to their minds and morals. 

Western Penitentiary, Penn.— Warden’s Report—From the yeat 

1842, there was a gradual decrease in the number of prisoners re 
ceived, owing without doubt to the salutary influence of the tem- 
‘perance reformation. Within the last year the increase has beet 
more rapid than the decrease during the former time, owing to the 
increase of intemperance. 

Hthis time. 
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Increase or Prisoners. 

Massachusetts S. P., 1849—-Warden’s Report.—There are 24 

Snegroes and 9 mulattoes now in the prison, 19 were received during 
the past year, viz: 14 negroes and 5 mulattoes. 

The largest number of convicts in the prison at any time during 
Bihe past year, was 353. The smallest number was 279. The aver- 

age number has been 320. 

There has been a great increase of convicts in this prison during 
fthe past year. The number now has risen to 349, and is still aug- 
Fmenting. The New Prison, designed for solitary confinement, by 
Fnight and at meal times, cannot contain them, and I have been 

obliged to appropriate the cells of the Old Prison for their accom- 
modation, placing two or more convicts in each cell. The work- 

b shops, besides, are crowded, the chapel has overflowed, and filled 

the barber shop, and the space within the walls is hardly sufficient 
for the comfortable accommodation of all the inmates of the prison. 
This state of things is unfavorable to good government, order and 
discipline. The benefits of self-improvement and reformation, de- 
nved from solitary confinement, cannot be felt by all the convicts. 

Several causes have coéperated to swell the number of convicts at 
“ The troublous times” in Europe, and the want and 

starvation in Great Britain and Ireland, have driven to this country 
nultitudes of the most destitute, ignorant, and criminal. Accord- 

ingly, the number of foreigners in this prison has greatly increased 
during the past year, The number from Ireland is now 55, and 
from England 23. But for several years past, the number from Ire- 
land would not average quite 30, and the number from England not 
more than 18. Then the breaking up of the war with Mexico, re- 
turned upon us many that had been engaged in that war. And we 
know that camps, and armies, and battles, and bloodshed, and booty, 

are not the most favorable for the cultivation of virtue, honesty, and 

tegard for the sacredness of human life; and accordingly, several 

that have returned from that war, have found their way into this 
Prison. 

These causes, together with the rapid increase of population, ese 
pecially in the cities, will account, I think, for a part of this great 

itcrease of convicts at the present time.  
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NV. Y. Inspectors’ Report, 1849.—-Of the large increase at Auburn 

prison, 46 are to be accounted for by the transfer of that number 

from other prisons; 44 by the diminution to that extent, of the num- 

ber of pardons, and a farther but indefinite number by the modification 

of the prison districts, by which convicts from several counties, - 

which were the previous year embraced in the Clinton prison dis- 

trict, were committed to Auburn. 

Of the increase at Sing Sing, 16 are accounted for by the transfer 
of convicts, 29 by the diminution of pardons, and a further number 

by the modification of the prison districts. 

Increase of prisoners during the past year has been in Auburn 157, 

in Sing Sing male prison, 61; in female prison, decrease 5; in Clin- 

ton prison, 39. Total increase, 174; of this number 85 may be 

counted for by the diminution of pardons, leaving 89 increase from 

other causes, perhaps in part by the reflex consequences of the dis- 

continuance of the Mexican war, and perhaps in part by the increase 

ed intemperance and recklessness so strangely induced by the preva- 

lence of the cholera. 

Maryland S. P.—Warden’s Report—By reference to table No. 
2, it will be seen that there are fewer prisoners in the institution now, 

than there has been for the period of twenty-two years; less by 175, 

than in 18235. 

To whatever cause the decrease in the number of prisoners is to 

be ascribed, the fact that such is the case is a gratifying one. That 

the law passed some years since, and now in existence, which au- 

thorised the sale of free persons of color out of the State, for second 

offences, has had its influence, there can be no question——that the 

law which inhibited the sentencing of slaves to the Penitentiary, 

which ‘was in operation for several years, before its repeal, had its 

effect, also is equally obvious. 

Inspectors’ Report.—The above statements show a decrease in the 

number of prisoners, as compared with that of last year, amounting 

to 29, while the receipts for the current year, are seven less than o0 

the previous one. 
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Discuarcep Convicts. 

Discharged convicts go out from the prison with ruined reputa- 
tion, broken spirits, enfeebled in body and mind, distrusted by the 
world, and with the trifling pittance of clothing not exceeding ten 
dollars in value, and four or five dollars in money to sustain them 
while making an honest endeavor to commend themselves to confi- 
dence and obtain remunerating employment. Under such circum- 
stances, unless they find some one to take them by the hand as soon 
as they go out, give them encouragement, and supply them with suit- 
able employinent, their case is almost hopeless, and their relapse into 
crime may be almost surely anticipated. 

Maryland S. P, 1849—IJnspectors’ Report.—In addition to hold- 
ing church on each recurring Sabbath, the prisoners, of both sexes, 
are visited through the other days of the week by several ministers of - 
various denominations, each,of whom has ‘his class, which he in- 

structs in their moral and religious duties. In the female department, 
an association of ladies, members of the society of Friends, meet 

every Sabbath evening, for the instruction of the unfortunate inmates 
therein confined. They attend not only to their spiritual wants, but 
to their educational ones also; endeavor by that kindly advice and 
counsel, which truthful parents give their offspring, to win them from 
the ways of sin and vice, and infuse into their benighted minds those 
hopeful seeds of virtue, which, when once planted by discreet hands, 
bloom and grow in freshness and vigor. These ladies, also, procure 
situations for the feinale prisoners as they are discharged, and assume 
to themselves the trouble of conveying them to their places. 

Warden’s Report——Nor have these ladies stopped at this point, 
but have contributed freely of their peeuniary means, in fitting out 
such of them as needed it, as they were discharged, having previously 
provided them with homes in families whose kindness and example 
were calculated to nurture and mature the seeds of goodness which 
they had already sown in their hearts. 

Indiana S. P. 1849—~Warden’s Report-—~The law regulating the 
prison, requires the payment to the convict who has served his time, 
the sum of three dollars, on his discharge. The construction of the 
law in practice has held, the pardoned convict as not entitled to this 
humane provision. Thus, meritorious conduct, previous good char- 
acter, or doubts of the correctness of the sentence, may deprive him 
of the benefits that are given to elevate and favor the discharged 
convict.  
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New-York, 1849-——Inspectors’ Report——An examination of 53 
cases at Auburn shows that in about two-thirds of the number, the 

succeeding convictions were for the same offence as the last. 

A very great public necessity, is that of adequate provision for 
the encouragement and support of discharged convicts. Very few 
of the number have, when they leave the prison, any means of sup- 
port, except the ability to labor. Going into the world with a 
single suit of clothes, of trifling value, a mere pittance of funds, 
and a tainted name, objects everywhere of distrust and aversion, un- 

able to secure confidence and command the wages of labor, the for- 
mation of vicious associations, and a relapse into crime, are within 

the compass of reasonable expectation; and if the proportion of re- 
commitments occasion surprise, itis that such proportion is no greater. 
If sentences for second offences are to be more severe than for the 
first, they would be justified on the ground of necessary protection 
to society, rather than of greater aggravation on the part of the 
offender. 

Cana:'a Penitentiary——Commissioners’ Report, 1849.—It must be 
confessed that the success of any system of prison discipline will be 
strongly affected by the treatment which the convict receives on his 
discharge from confinement. A convict may leave his cell penitent 
and determined to reform, but if he is met with harshness and re- 

fused employment, and his good resolutions treated with scorn, 
despair will soon overtake him, poverty and the force of circumstan- 
ces will too often drive him back to the haunts of crime. Govern- 
ments can do little to avert this snare trom the part of the reformed 
criminal; the force of public opinion will alone effectually remave 
the evil. Much has been done in the United States by prison societies, 
who receive the penitent transgressor on his discharge and aid him 
and strengthen him in his struggle with the frowns of the world; 
the tide of public sympathy has been, by their labors, turned towards 
the helpless outcast, and great good has undoubtedly been effected. 
A more noble work could not engage the efforts of a christian or 
philanthropist. We trust that such a society will, ere long, exist in 

our own country, and that through the press and the lecture room, the 

subject of prison discipline may engage more attention from the 
public than it has hitherto done. 
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IMPROVEMENTS. 

Maine S. P., 1848—Warden’s Reports—The building to be 
erected for a hospital and solitary cells for labor, has been commenced, 
so far as to contract for materials and labor, and will undoubtedly be 
completed during this season. 

WV. Y, Inspector’s Report, 1849.—At Auburn prison during the 
last year, a new spin shop has been erected of oné story, 300 feet 
long. A new cooper shop has also been erected, of one story, 200 * 
feet long, and an addition of 90 feet made to the tool shop. 

At Sing Sing, the new building for a dining-hall, kitchen, chapel, 
and hospital has been progressing, with such force as could be profit- 
ably employed upon it. It is of marble, covered with slate, 116 feet 

long, 64 feet wide, two stories high. The first story, which will be 

devoted to the kitchen and eating-room, is. flagged with sawed 
marble, and is ten feet between flagging and ceiling. The second 
story, which will accommodate the chapel and hospital, is 14 feet 

between the floor and ceiling, with an arch 20 feet wide and 10 feet 
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high, running through the centre of the entire building, and with pro- | : 
vision for thorough ventilation. 

A new road, below the brow of the hill, from the male prison 
to the road leading to the steamboat landing, effected by convict 
labor. 

The improvements at Clinton prison consist in the enclosure within 
the picketing of the entrance to the Averill mine, the construction of 
a new separator, a railway leading to it from the mine, and the ne- 

cessary machinery, &c., for the separation of ore. 

Indiana_S. P., 1849.—Warden’s Report-—-A building has been 
commenced for a hospital, which will remedy the inconveniences de- 
tailed by my predecessor in his last report, secure the safety with 
suitable conveniences for medical attendance, and nursing the invalid 
convicts, and also furnishing appropriate cells and work-houses for 
female convicts, within the walls of the prison. 

Massachusett’s S. P., 1849.—-Warden’s Report —This prison 

contains three hundred and four cells, and uot more than two hundred 

and eighty can well be lodged in it, and leave cells enough for the 
solitary imprisonment inflicted by the courts, and for solitary punish- 
ments for violations of the laws of the prison, The new prison 
Should therefore be enlarged so as to contain 500 cells  
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Pennsylvania Western Penitentiary ——Warden’s Report, 1849.— 
The city water pipes are now laid in the adjoining street. For the 
purpose of making the prison secure from fire, and to furnish soft 
water for the engine, and for washing and coloring purposes, it should 

be introduced into the prison yard. 

Michigan S. P., 1849.—Agent’s Report——From the legislation 
of the last (Wo years it was evident to me that the government wish- 
ed to have the central portion of the suit of prison buildings com- 
pleted as soon as practicable, with the understanding that funds 
should be furnished. I begun the work, and from that day to this 
progressed without intermission, Sundays excepted. 

The south wall of the stone building has been carried up from its 
foundation with cut stone on a range with the front of the left wing 
34 feet thick at the bottom and 30 inches at the top, of most sub- 
stantial mason work ; the east and north walls carried up as begun. 

The whole of this building, or rear division of the suit of central 

buildings, has been roofed with a most substantial, self-supporting 
roof, connected with the roof of the left wing, so as to form a con- 
tinvation of that wing when the right wing shall be built. As there 
is room in the left wing when the block of cells are finished to ac- 
commodate and secure 360 men, and as all concede the fact, that such 

number will not be filled in less than fifty years, I have so arranged 
the new stone building as to have a dining room and two large soli- 
tary cells on the basement ; a chapel and two large female cells on 
the second floor ; a hospital, 34 Ly 55 feet, anda clothing room, 28 
by 55 feet on third floor, all lighted and aired from opposite sides. 
The whole building is strongly grated from top to bottom. My pre- 
decessor had grated 4 of its windows, and I have grated the remain- 
ing 21 and 4 heavy doors, amounting to five tons of grating this 
season. The inner walls of the solitary rooms are also made, and 
the whole interior finish so arranged that it may be removed without 
injury to the north and south walls, and leave the roof entire and 
constituting, so far as it goes, a continuation of the wings whenever 
the whole shall be needed for cells. This building is 57 by 60 feet 
on the ground. 

The front building is a most substantial brick building, 61 by 55 
feet, of three tall stories, and along and airy hall in the fourth story, 

22 by 90 feet, and 12 feet high. Double cross partition walls are 
brick. 
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The basement has the following roorss : 
square inside ; a Clerk’s office, 19 feet 
guard and keepers’ sittin 

fire proof, 82 by 19 feet 
a hall, 14 by 55 feet. 

an Agent’s office, 19 feet 
3 a library room, 19 feet 5 a & room and night gate room, 18 feet; a 3 an armory and key room, 8} by 19, with    

    

   

   

The second story has a like hall ; a kitchen 19 feet square ; a > dining room, 19 feet, with intermediate cl . osets, 9 by 18 feet double parlor, 18 by 55 feet, with folding doors, " meh and 8 

       

  

The rear rooms of the third stor y are 19 feet square, and fe guard and keepers’ sleeping rooms, with alarm bells from the prison wings ; the front rooms and adjoini 
i 

wings joining bed rooms for agents’ sleeping 

   a . . 

Tennessee 8. P., 1849.— Keeper's Report.—In consequence of the heavy stone to be hauled, it became necessary to make a turnpik way and bridge between the prison and stone quarry, at a cost of some four hundred dollars, (done by convict labor.) , The prison forges have also sharpened tools for workmen (not convicts) en loy- ed by the capitol at the quarry, to the amount of $1000. Thaveals erected within the prison walls a saw-mill, at a cost in cash and labor of $200. T have also had erécted a cook room and steve convenient to the dining room, which has likewise undergone improvement to wit 3 new floor of brick has been constructed, the room has been I 9 
» be ? Di. 

ce ae fave been ginead, new tables, benches, tabie-cloths, knives    

          

Lieranizs. 

New Hampshire 8. P., 1849—Warden’s Report.—The prison li- brary now consists of some Six hundred volumes suitable for the use > 

    

      

   

    

   
   

Maine S. P., 1849—Warden’s Report.—They should be allowed the use of suitable books when not employed in their departments; but in the opinion of the inspectors, they should not be permitted to converse together; should not be allowed to form acquaintances, 

  

        

    

     
    

; Maryland S. P., 1849— Inspectors’ Report-—The institution is indebted to that nation-wide known philanthropist Miss Dix, and others, for a small library, books from which are, on stated da 5, dis- tributed among such of the prisoners as can, and who desire to read 

      

      

  

   

  

   
    

  



  
  

220 | AssEMBLY , 

Connecticut S. P., 1849—Chaplain’s Report.—The prisoners 
have had access to a small select library during the last two years; 
and the general desire manifested during the past year, to improve 
the opportunities thus furnished, to read and acquire useful informa- 
tion, serve to strengthen the opinion I expressed in my last annual 
report, “ that the sum thus appropriated could not have been expend- 
ed more beneficially for the convicts, or for the State;”’ and induces 
me also to suggest, whether a further appropriation for the purpose of 
increasing the library would not conduce to the furtherance of the 
benevolent object the Legislature originally had in view. 

Hlinois 8. P., 1848—Inspectors’ Report. We have expended the 
sum: appropriated by the 18th section of said act in purchasing books 
of a character which we thought suitable to the condition of the con- 
victs generally, in works inculeating good morals or containing gene- 
ral information, and they are in many instances sought after and read 
with sufficient interest to warrant us in recommending a continuance 

of the appropriation for the same object. 

Indiana S. P.—Chaplain’s Report, 1849.—The only books they 
have, are the remnant of whit was once a Sunday school library, 
suited to the minds and capacities of children, is not exactly suitable 
for the prison. It should be recollected, when selecting a library for 

the use o! the prisoners, that they are men, and some of them edu- 
cated and intellectual men; some regard, therefore, should be had in 

the selection of a library for the prisoa, so that a portion of the 
books might be such as would interest and instruct such men. fT 
would respectfully suggest the propriety of the State Legislature 
making an appropriation for the purchase of such a library. 

Indiana S. P., 1849——Warden’s Report—No Sunday-school nor 
other library exists in the prison. A few books remain there from 
the donation of Miss Dix; but no books have been furnished from 

any quarter since the commencement of my term of office, and there 
are only about 15 or 20 Bibles and Testaments in the prison at this 
time, and they are much worn. 

The lamentable deficiency of books, for any moral or religious 
instruction, has been stated in this report. On the Sabbath, and 
summer evenings, when confined to their cells, no relief is furnished 

to the mind of the convict but to brood over his condition, and form 
schemes of depredation and vengeance upon society. A Bible or 
Testament, above any book, would be a relief. 
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Eastern Penitentiary, Penn.—Moral Instructor’s Report, 1849.— 

The distribution of books from the library is now systematic and 
ample, and there is no lack of healthful aliment and exercise for the 

mind. 

Ohio S. P.—Report of Moral Instructor, 1849.—The distribution 
of books from our large and valuable library, each week, is studiously 
and diligently attended to. Those who can read, gladly embrace the 
opportunity of procuring them for the improvement of their minds, 
and to pass away the solitary hours of confinement in their cells. 

This munificent provision for their intellectual: improvement is an 
inestimable blessing, and is not unappreciated. 

The extensive library of the prison is of invaluable service, and 
great credit is due to those who have labored to make it what it is, 

and thanks to those who have so generously contributed to it. It is 
to be hoped that contributions will still continue to be made, to in- 
crease its value, by the generous citizens of our State. 

Maine S. P.—Chaplain’s Report, 1489.—Several States in the 
Union have provided their prisons with good libraries; we hope our 
own wil] not be behind others in this respect, but manifest an interest 
in the prison by providing it with a good library. This, we believe, 
is due to the prison itself, as well as to the dignity of the State. 

New Hampshire S. P.—-Chaplain’s Report, 1849.—The sum of 
$60, appropriated June, 1848, has been applied to the purchase of 
newspapers, books of elementary instruction, stationery for such as 
are learning to write, and a few select books for the library. 

The Moral Instructor of the Western Penitentiary of Penn. makes 
the following remark in relation to the books supplied to the con- 
victs: 

Each prisoner has in his cell a Bible and prayer-book, one: or 
more volumes of the books belonging to the library, a slate, and 

arithmetic. 

The Chaplain of the Sing Sing S. P. gives the following summary 
of the books supplied to that prison: 

The number of volumes in the library of the male prison, in a 
tufficiently sound state for circulation, is 840; and of the female  
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prison about 436, The annual appropriation of the State, the last 
year, has added 141 volumes to the former, and 83 to the latter. 
This more than supplies the waste during the year. The books are 
changed from cell to cell regularly every fortnight. By many, the 
books are read with avidity; but some cannot read, and many have 

no inclination. 

The books are carefully selected with a view to the moral and 
intellectual improvement of the convicts. They are religious, moral, 
historical, and biographical. The religious books are the works of 
Christians of all evangelical denominations ; and the histories, 
biographies, and travels treat of almost all countries, ages, and 

characters. 

The Chaplain of the Auburn S. P. states that : . 
In the early part of the year, about one hundred and eighty-five 

volumes of books were purchased with the appropriation ($100) 
made by the statute from the literature fund, which, added to those 

already on hand, constituted a library of about seven hundred and 
fifty volumes suitable for circulation. These books have been prin- 
cipally placed in the shops, under the care of the keepers, by whom 
they have been distributed to their men, and have been changed 
from one shop to another as often as has seemed desirable for the 
benefit of all concerned. 

Tennessee, 1849—Keeper’s Report.—%100 was appropriated from 

the treasury to found a library for the use of the prisoners; that sum 
has been expended in the purchase of three or four hundred volumes, 
selected with excellent taste by Miss Dix, and the eagerness with 
which they are read assures me that it affords them a great solace 
in their confinement. 

Michigan, 1849—Jnspectors’ Report-—The library of the prison 
now contains many valuable books. The sum of one hundred dol- 
lars has been expended for books during the past year, and much 
pains taken to select good, substantially-bound standard works. 
These books are sought after with much avidity by the convicts, and 
it is believed that many of them are deriving substantial benefit from 

their perusal. 

Maine S. P.,1848—Chaplain’s Report.— We received a donation 
of ten dollars, shortly after my Jast report, from the managers of the 
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Prison Discipline Society, for the benefit of the Sabbath school, 
which was laid out in useful books exclusively for their use who 
were attached to a class. 

The following suggestions by officers of the different prisons are 
more or.less intimately connected with some one of the different 
subjects already presented, but as the connection in several instances 
is not perfectly apparent to a hasty observer and as they each relate 
more particularly to some specific object, we have thought we should 
do them greater justice by presenting each under a separate head. 

ImprIsonMENT oF Boys. 
sa 

Maryland—Jnspector’s Report, 1849.—At present there are 21 
prisoners in the institution, whose ages when admitted, ranged be- 
tween 13 and 18 years. Many of these, doubtless, are in for their 
first offences, and whose previous lives, it is charitable to hope, were 
unstained by any of those acts of moral enormity which charcterise 
the conduct of the confirmed adept in crime. If this hope be well 
grounded, it would seem but proper, that some punishment other than 
confinement in a penitentiary should be provided for such delinquents. 

Maryland— Warden’s Report——We have three prisoners between 
the ages of 13 and 15, and 18 between the ages of 15 and 18, a 

majority of whom are in for trivial offences. Would not fine or 
confinement in a house of correction be more appropriate than im- 

prisonment in the penitentiary? 

Womtn Visitors, 
na aSaene oad 

Warden’s Report, 1849.—Members of the society of Friends 
continue to visit the female department, on every sabbath, striving 
to instruct its unfortunate inmates, as well in their duties to their 

saviour as to society. 

Inspectors’ Report.—In the female department an association of 
ladies meet every sabbath evening, for the instruction of the unfor- 
tunate inmates therein confined. These ladies also procure situations 
for the female prisoners as they are discharged and assume to them- 
selves the trouble of conveying them to their places. 

Manner or Keepinc Accounts. 
A TT 

Georgia S. P.—Warden’s Report.—I further wish to call your 
attention and favorable notice to the very objectionable mode in  
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which the principal keeper’s reports are required to be made ander 

the existing Jaw. The military, or abstract form, presents many 

objections from the fact of its being so complex, that those unac- 

quainted with it cannot detect or discover error. A change in its 

form, for one more simple and intelligible, is loudly called for and 

earnestly recommended. 

AGricu.ture as a Prison EmployMenr. 

New Hampshire, S. P.—Warden’s Report, 1849.—The past year 

there has been bought about eight acres of land, adjoining that be- 

fore owned, in the rear of the prison. In the whole, there is now 

about ten acres, half of which has been highly manured and planted 
to potatoes, and will produce (if a good crop) all that will be re- 

quired for our consumption. The work upon the land is performed 

by convicts, and no account has been made of it or the seed and 
tmanure used upon the land, to the value of at least $150.00 

New Jersey S. P.—Keeper’s Report.— The industry of the pris- 
oner is stimulated by the allowance of overwork. This is regulated 
in strict conformity with the laws. Full accounts are kept of the 

labor of the prisoners, and whatever overwork is earned is promptly 
paid to the convict on his discharge. Aside from the great benefits 
resulting to the convict in according to him this privilege, it ope- 
rates most beneficially, as the strongest incentive to good behaviour, 

and exercises a salutary influence on the discipline of the house. 

Dryiwe Rooms Recommenpen. MING TLOOMS SECOMM! 

Maryland S. P.—Warden’s Report, 1849.—I took occasion in 
my last annual report to call the attention of the board to the neces- 
sity.of constructing a house for drying the prisoners’ clothes when 
washed, and I have here to say, that subsequent experience convinces 

me that such an establishment is indispensably necessary, as well a 
matter of convenience as of health. In the present arrangements, 
in bad weather, almost every room in the female part of the prison 

is filled with wet clothes, greatly to the discomfort and endangerment 
of the health of the matron and prisoners, subjecting them to colds 
and those derangements of their systems consequent upon such ex- 

posures. 
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Purves aiven py Convicts. 
te 

Georgia S. P.—Keeper’s Report, 1849.— Repeated attempts hay- 
ing been made at conspiracy and rebellion, and also to burn and 

break the prison for the purpose of escaping, and finding no exist- 
ing law, or discipline, sufficient to prevent the frequent recurrence 

of these attempts, I adopted the precaution of taking a voluntary 
pledge from each prisoner, thereafter received, (before entering the 
shops,) not only to abstain from committing any of these offences, 

but to report all such as might in any manner come to his knowl- 
edge, or which he might at any time ascertain to be in contempla- 
tion by others. The pledge has been very freely given by all from 
whom it was desired. As far as I have been able to judge, it has 
been adhered to, with remarkable fidelity; and the effect upon the 
discipline has proved advantageous. 

CoNFINEMENT ON THE SappaTu. 

Georgia—Keeper’s Report-—For the health and comfort of the 
convicts, I feel it my duty to recommend a change in the law com- 
pelling the keeper on Sabbath days to detain them in their cells until 
the hour of 8 o’clock, A. M., and confine them at the hour of 4, in 

the afternoon. In the summer, the time of close confinement is too 

long, to say nothing of the inconvenience experienced from excessive 
heat. In winter the cells are disagreably cold, and at times severely 
so. The infliction of unnecessary punishment, should at all times 
and under every circumstance, as far as possible, be avoided. I 

therefore advise that this law be so altered as to leave the hours of 
confinement on the Sabbath, discretionary with the keeper. 

ConFINEMENT OF PRISONERS IN COUNTY JAILS. 
ee 

Connecticut S. P—Warden’s Report, 1849.—It is a matter de- 

serving the serious consideration of the General Assembly, whether 

an investigation is not necessary, to discover what the cause is, that 
the numbers diminish in the State prison, and, at the same time, our 

Judicial! expenses annually increase, as also do the numbers of priso- 
ners in conlinement in our county prisons. 

The difference, in a pecuniary view, to the State, in the expense 
of keeping prisoners in the State prison, and in county jails, is very 
great. While the expense of board of those in the county jails is 

[Assembly, No, 198.] 15  
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two dollars per wetk to the Stale treasury. the seme costs less than 

fifty cents per week at the Stete prison. 

Oai FOR OFFICERS. 
~~ 

Indiana S. P.—Warden’s Report 1849.—The law regulating the 

prison, does not impose the sanction of an oath, upon any of the 

officers, sub-officers, keepers cr guards, in charge of the convicts. 

ReMovaL OF CONVICTS. 

New-York—Inspectars’ Report, 1849.—The Legislature of 1849, 

authorized the Inspectors of State prisons, whenever in their opinion 

it should appear that there were a greater number of convicts in any 

of the State prisons than could be well accommodated therein, or 

that such convicts could not be profitably employed to the State, to 

remove such convicts to any other State prison in the State, provi- 

ded the total number of such convicts in any one State prison should 

not be reduced below one hundred. 

The Inspectors in May last, transferred sixty-two of the said con- 

victs from said prison, thirty-two of the number to Auburn, and 

thirty to Sing Sing, at which prisons they were placed upon con- 

tracts, which would enable them by their labor, to remunerate the 

State for their guardianship and support. 

On a subsequent occasion, in May last, fourteen convicts, thirteen 

of whom were boot and shoemakers, were transferred from Sing Sing 

prison to Auburn prison, for the reason that the Inspectors had fail- 

ed to obtain for them employment at their trade at reasonable rates. 

Topacco AS AN INSTRUMENT OF PRISON DISCIPLINE. 
ee TT 

Virginia 8. P., 1849—Superiniendent’s Report.—The use of to- 

bacco, under proper restrictions, has been introduced among the pri- 

soners, by permission of his Excellency, Governor Floyd, and I think, 

with decided advantage. The discipline has improved. 

On this subject see remarks by the physician of the Auburn State 

prison, under the head, Medical Treatment and its Results; also the 

report of a committee of the Inspectors of Sing Sing State prison, 

in the second part of the Third Report of this association, page 245. 
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DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 

The operations of “Our Association are not solely confined to pri- 
soners or to prison discipline. While we would watch over the 
prisoner during his confinement, to see that no injustice is done him, 
and that the only objects of his incarceration are not lost sight of or 

abandoned, we have still a sacred duty to perform on his discharge. 
Thrown upon society almost penniless, without friends and without 
character, left to himself what has he to do in a community where 
even honest labor often goes a begging ? It he seeks charity, he is 

met with a rebuff. He has no friends to borrow from, and labor he 

cannot obtain. Alas, this is the too frequent condition of newly 
discharged convicts. Before the organization of this Association, it 
depended in a great degree on chance whether a man was returned 

to prison or not. If he was lucky enough to find remunerating em- 
ployment, and remain for a time undiscovered, the lessons of industry, 
forbearance and self-control which he had been taught in prison, 

might be confirmed by his intercourse with the world, until he should 
grow into an industrious, sober and honest man; but if, as was more 

generally the case, he was buffeted by the world, if his efforts to 
obtain work were ineffectual and fruitless, he soon became dishear- 

tened, looked upon society as leagued against him, turned to his oid 
associates for the relief which others denied him, and threw himself a 

willing sacrifice into the vortex of crime. Till within a few years past, 

such was the universal prejudice that a reformed convict was considered 
rather as a fabled monster than a real existence ; even judges on the 
bench sometimes participated in this hue and cry against the convict. 
Happily a better feeling now pervades this community, owing in 
part to the influence of this Association: and almost every day brings 
us in contact with some one who is a living, practical illustration of 
the erroneousness of such a conclusion. We find them occupying 
places of confidence, respect and trust, received into our families, and 

their example in many instances a pattern of propriety. It is a most 
gratifying consideration that so many, in despite, even of the pre- 
judice which exists against them as a class, hold fast to their integrity, 

and lead honest and honorable lives. In five of our largest prisons 
the recommitments for a series of years previous to 1847, were one 

to seven of the whole number; but the recommitments for 1848 were 

one to eleven only, and for 1849, one in ten and fifty-nine hundredths, 
showing a rapid diminution, owing perhaps in part to the influence 
of the Association in correcting public sentiment in regard to their 
Proper treatment, and the olive branch which it offers to sustain 
their hopes and strengthen their resolutions.  
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The female department of this committee, composed of highly 
intelligent and philanthropic ladies, has been, considering the 
character of their subjects, peculiarly successful and fortunate in 
its undertakings. The objects of their labor are many of them 
collected from the various dens of infamy and corruption with 
which our city abounds, or dragged insensible from the gutters, 
loathsome from the pestilential vapors of almost constant inebriety, 
and after only a few days detention in our city prison, are placed 
in the Home, an establishment of the Association, where they are 
trained to temperance and to labor, where they are treated with pa- 
rental tenderness, and instructed, counselled and advised, and as soon 

as an opportunity offers which is esteemed favorable, if they have 
already given evidence of a determination to reform, they are placed 
in situations of profit. It is not only interesting, but gratifying and 
encouraging to witness the struggle which these poor creatures often- 
times make to regain a rank and position in respectable society. 
After striving for months to overcome their habits, perhaps in an 
unguarded moment they are overtaken, and by the influence of their 
associates, tempted again to taste what had already been their ruin, 
and have been overcome; when, however, returning reason dawned 

upon them, they have flown back agaia to the Home as an ark of 
refuge where to cultivate more assiduously their own self respect. 
Sometimes two or three efforts of this kind have been necessary be- 
fore entire confidence was established ; but it is pleasant to know 
that some of the worst cases, even opium eaters, have now been for 

five years doing well. But we anticipate. 

The subjoined reports of the two committees describe at large the 
sphere and extent of their action. 

Rerorr or Commitree on Discnarcep Convicrs. 

In rendering an account of our doings for the last year, we are 
impressed with gratitude to Him who only can bless our feeble ef 
forts for the melioration of the condition of our fellow men, who 
have fallen into crime, and for their reformation. ‘ Paul may plant 
and Apollos may water, but it is God that giveth the increase.” 

Jesus came to bless mankind, he lived a life of great self-denial, 
he was despised and spit upon, was scourged and finally suffered an 
ignominious death, and yet under all these accumulated sufferings, 

his soul was poured out before his God and Father for his persecu- 
tors in the moving and pathetic language, “ Father, forgive them for 
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they know not what they do.” A bright example for all who should follow after, and happy would it be for the world if we were more generally imbued with this spirit. We should then find that it would have a powerful influence with the transgressor, for nothing is so likely to awaken in his heart a sense of his wrong doin ‘and 
create a,desire to reform, as kindness, ° 

But many who profess to be the followers of Him who came “ to seek and to save that which was lost,” manifest a very different dis- 
position. If some poor creature, pressed with extreme want, and 
who has all his life been exposed to bad associations, should. tres- 
pass upon their property, a spirit of revenge is too generally excited 
and the transgressor is not only visited with the rigor of the law, 
but even after he has atoned for his offence by having suffered its 
penalties, he is neglected or cast aside as unworthy of notice. Surel 
Christianity teaches a very different lesson. “ Then shall the King 
say unto them on the right hand, Come ye blessed of roy Father, in- herit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of "the 
world ; for I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick 
and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto me.” This is 
the teaching of Christianity, and obedience to its precepts is as ob- 
ligatory upon us as it was upon those to whom jt was spoken. 

Our usefulness has been considerably circumscribed during the last 
year for the want of funds. Several cases have been represented to this committee by persons of high standing in the community, of dis- 
charged convicts who have given satisfactory evidence of their re- formation by their industrious habits, and who would be greatl 
benefited by the loan of forty or fifty dollars, but we were reluc. 
tantly compelled to deny their request, for the want of means. 

One of the persons here alluded to, brought a letter from E, 
Doubleday, a highly respectable man, addressed to Judge Edmonds 
of which the following is a copy : , 

; “ Slate Hill, July 7th, 1849. 
Smir—TI take great pleasure in saying to you that I am well ac- 

quainted with a late convict in the Auburn State Prison 
and have been acquainted with him for about thirty years. , 

“Tam satisfied from every development that has come to my 
knowledge since his discharge from prison, that he is a renovated 
man.  
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“He is poor, but is calling up his entire energies to establish 

himself in the business of his trade.” 

Among the large number who have received assistance, there are 

many who by that means, have been placed in circumstances above 

want, and now support themselves and families comfortably not a 

few of whom, we believe are reformed men. Some others are per- 

haps, deterred through fear from again falling into crime, having 

things comfortable about them, are not driven by necessity to resort 

to their former evil habits. 

There have been relieved during the year from Sing Sing prison 

65; Auburn, 7; Blackwell’s Island, 2; and city prison 2, not inclu- 

ding those relieved by the chairman detention committee, a report 

of which is presented in this place, making a total of 76. 

The following extracts from our agent’s diary for the last year 

will show that our labors have not been in vain. 

ISAAC T, HOPPER, Chairman. 

12th mo. 31, 1849. 

1849. lst mo. 8. No. 518. Colored; about 21 years of age; 

came from North Carolina to this city with his parents about thirteen 

years ago. After remaining here about six years, they returned to 

the place they came from, leaving him in the care of an aunt, who 

exercised but little restraint over him. Of course his associates 

were not always of good character. In the year 1846 he hired as 

a servant in a highly respectable family, where he was kindly treat- 

ed, and for a time he performed his duty much to their satisfaction, 

when he stole a gold watch, for which he was convicted and sen- 

tenced to Sing Sing for three years. At the intercession of his 

prosecutor about five months of that time was remitted, and he was 

discharged the 3d of Ist mo., 1849. Upon his discharge he called 

upon his prosecutor, who is a member of this committee, and we 

gave him some assistance. He has now been at liberty more than a 

year, and conducts well. He has called upon us several times, and 

always looks respectable, and we think his case may be set down as 

one of real reformation. 

st mo. 16. No. 520. About twenty-four years of age; was 

convicted of burglary, and sentenced to Sing Sing for four years and 

six months. That time expired, and he was discharged the 19th of 

Sth mo., 1848. Soon after he was set at liberty he called at our 
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office. We gave him such advice as we thought suitable. He 
manifested a disposition to help himself, and is now married and is 
doing a good business. We became responsible for a small amount 
to enable him to prosecute his business, which we believe he will 
meet in due season. We believe it is his determination to do well. 

6th mo. 14. No. 552. About 37 years of age; was convicted 
in this city of grand larceny, and sent to Sing Sing for two years. 
and was discharged by the expiration of his sentence the 13th of 
June last. He was strongly recommended by one of the inspectors. 
We gave him some pecuniary assistance, and procured a porter’s li- 
cense for him. He is now supporting himself 

believe is a reformed man. " g Himself comfortably, and we 

No. 499, whose case is stated i i , S in register No. 2, page 13, i 
contributor to the funds of the Association. 7s —_ 

No. 353, mentioned on page 175 of the last report, is now fore- 

man of the shop where he learned his trade, and is much respected 
It is with no ordinary feeling of satisfaction that we see so man of 
those who have been assisted, in various parts of the city followin 

their different avocations with diligence and respectability. ° 

TABLE showing the numer, sex and color, and resent condition o 3 3 P zt Litt 
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REPORT OF THE FEMALE DEPARTMENT. ea 

The annual report demanded by custom at this season, has some- 
times seemed a work of difficulty and trial to the female department 
of the New-York Prison Assoctation, from the sad contrast which the 

review of the actual progress of the past year offered to the hopes 
with which it commenced. The enthusiasm which leads us into such 
undertakings, is apt to induce somewhat extravagant anticipations 
with regard to universal sympathy and inevitable success, and the 
disappointment which ensues when we make the discovery that 
there may be different degrees of interest in a confessedly good ob- 
ject, is often such as to amount to temporary discouragement. The 
progress of the Prison Association has been slow. Its fundamental 
idea had almost the disadvantage of novelty, for the habit of treating 
the convict as the determined and irreclaimable enemy of society had 
caused him ito be actually deemed such, by many otherwise humane 
and liberal minds, as well as by the unthinking and the selfish. 
Many a heart which would have been startled by the assertion that a 
human creature who had once been justly incarcerated under the 
operation of our mild Jaws is necessarily and properly thenceforward 
excluded from the Mercy of God and man, still gave practical sauc- 
tion to this monstrous error, by omitting the convict from its list of 

+ objects of christian charity. There was a sort of vague, traditional 
‘admiration of the character and Jabors of Howard, but very little 

» thought as to the necessity of carrying forward the work which it 
was honor and praise enough for him to have begun. The Divine 

command to visit the prisoner, and the apostolic injunction to restore 

a brother who had been found in a fault, “in a spirit of meekness,” 
were duly read and reverently listened to in our churches and else- 
where; the pulpit occasionally gave its echoes to these precepts, and 
attempted to show that the case of the offender against human laws, 
offered no exception to the obligation to console the afflicted and re- 
claim the erring. But to avow a sympathy with the criminal was 
almost like confessing a toleration for crime, and the goodness which 

induced men to be generous in other cases of need, really helped to 
- Jock up their hearts and hands against this. 

While such was, either avowedly or secretly, the general senti- 
ment, an association for the relief of the outlaw could not be ex- 

pected to enjoy sudden popularity; and ours has accordingly been 
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doomed to struggle into the confidence of society through more dis- 
trust and opposition than usually, or indeed ever, falls to the lot of 
combinations for the relief of less obncxious classes of sufferers. The 
female department in particular, found an extra load of prejudice and 
error to encounter in approaching that sex, from, as the poet has 
severely said, in speaking of their natural tenderness of heart— 

Every wo a tear can claim, 

Except an erring sister’s shame. 

But this topic has been so often touched upon, that we only allude 
to it here as belonging to a general view of our condition and pro- 
spects. 

Jn presenting this, our fifth annual report, to the friends of our 
institution and the American public, we rejoice to be authorised to 
congratulate all interested on the cheering aspect of the undertak- 
ing, and the advance we feel ourselves to have made in the confi- 
dence and good will of the community. Since our last, many diffi- 
dulties have been smoothed before us 3 hew friends have arisen and 
old ones evinced renewed zeal and liberality. The influence of our 
Home upon its inmates has been such as to satisfy the most incredu- 
lous with regard to the moulding power of kindness, order and in- dustry. The conduct of those of our inmates who have been placed in respectable families has been generally encouraging, and in some instances we observe evidence of that growing moral power and self- conquest which is our hope and reward in the case of those whose weakness is sometimes as discouraging as their vicious habits. In- 
temperance is now, as ever, the most insidious and obstinate of our opponents, but when the cholera was at its height in this city, one of the inmates of the Home was the only nurse at the Hospital in Fourteenth. street, not discharged on account of intemperance. We have many gratifying letters from employers, and still more from 
individuals who have filled places found for them by our members ; the former desiring to continue to supply themselves and their friends with domestics from the Home, and the latter expressing the deepest 
gratitude for the aid afforded them, Specimens of these letters will be found appended to the report, and we request attention to their excellent tone of expression, and to the evidence they afford as to the moral tendency of the Home. No candid mind but will acknw- 
ledge, that insensibility to kindness, a discernment as to right and wrong, in acknowledgment of the highest standard of duty, and in many cases, in generosity of sentiment, these poor patients of ours 
Compare not unfavorably with their more fortunate sisters of the  
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human family. That the germs of these good things were yet exist: 

ing in their minds when they came under our care, even alter ives 

of dreadful error, we know, for our observation has taught vs a in 

no heart are they entirely stifled ; but that the warm atmosp ere of 

kindness, the nourishment of good habits, and the fostering power of 

religious instruction, called them into actual life, it is our appines 

to believe. To those friends who have faith and love enoug ° 

make trial of our inmates in their families, we are able to recommen 

them with confidence, since the very fact of a willingness to remain 

with us during a long period of discipline and probation, 5 mi ing 

to our strict rules, performing regular labor with close con nemen - 

for no inmate goes beyond cur doors without leave—and s owing 

by docility and obedience the sincerity of their desire to reform gives 

the best possible ground for the conclusion as to future good be avon. 

We are able to assure those who entertained fears lest by providing 

a home for the discharged female convict we were offering | a pre: 

mium on crime, that from the character of our institution it is ne 

more likely that an unworthy person would commit an of 

the sake of obtaining admission to jt, than that another s ou & 

out his own eyes in order to secure a comfortable shelter at t °. sy- 

lum for the Blind. Experience has proved that the Home is quite *s 

undesirable a place to bad subjects, as they can possibly be unwe - 

come to it; and that hardly any surer pledge of a desire to re orm 

need be asked than a quiet and orderly residence of some mont me 

even weeks, within its walls. The peculiar power and va ve e 

domestic discipline of the Home, is the opportunity it affor: § foe 

forming not only the outward conduct, but the sentiments, ich in 

the familiarity of daily intercourse come under frequent d isenssion. 

Many are led into bad courses by early example and insiwe ss 

that the very springs of action need purification. _Towar s this en 

are the efforts of our matrons directed, and to diffuse a pure a 

healthy moral influence is their constant effort ; to many of be 

Jadies who give large portions of their time and attention teu 

Home, lend their devoted co-operation. Advice and ane 

reproof and warning, mingle with the cares and Jabors ot the “y 

Tt is not considered enough that an inmate performs stipu ate " we 

or refrains from disturbing those about her. Her mind is pro en ih 

past life examined, her ideas of the future called forth by int’ 

questionings. If vicious thoughts still have the ascendancy, ney a 

sure to betray themselves to the experienced eye, a syne ve 8 

friend, and here opens the opportunity for dealing with the ooo 

of action. Many of the cases which we are able to presen ; ae 

the ability of this mode of moral trial, and the power which w 

fe" ap O 
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exercises over woman when she can conquer her repugnance to the 
contact of degradation so far as to approach the most unhappy of her 
sex in the character of a christian sister. 

And here we must take the liberty to urge upon those who have 

never been induced to engage in this or any similar enterprise for the 
restoration of the fallen, the solemn fact that whatever we are able 

to do in the right spirit, for the hapless subjects of our care, is done, 
in literal truth, for ourselves ; that we actually learn as much from 

them as they learn from us, that the discipline to which we subject 
them teaches us many a lesson of self-command ; that in attempting 
to show them the beauty of humility, the safety of truth and the sav- 
ing power of repentance, we are brought to see our own dependance 
upon God, and the necessity of his help in the simplest of these 
efforts. In reading these souls, often truly laid bare before us under 
the influence of helplessness and despair, we learn human nature in 
a way and to a degree which opens to us the recesses of ovr own 

hearts, and forces us to recognize the consequences which ensue from 
carrying out to their extremes the very faults which in our smoother 
lives look like trifling offences. It is the habit of the careless world 
to award praise or blame too much according to circumstances ; 
giving disproportioned credit for virtues which cost no effort or 
sacrifice, and condemning, with a no less unjust severity, transgres- 
sions which have all the apology of ignorance, evil nurture and 
temptation, to urge in mitigation. But without insisting on the 
painful thought that under certain imaginable circumstances we might 
have been no better than the wretch we despise, we may at least 
soften our indignation by the reflection that situated as favorably as 
we, he might have passed through life with as little reproach. Who 
knows what equality God may discern between us? We have 
teason to know that even in the lowest of his creatures he still sees 
something worthy of lis care and love. But in our pride of fancied 
virtue, we are apt to forget this. The dreadful outward change 
which a life abandoned to sin and shame produces, is such as to 
make us hardly willing to own that our own nature is still distinguish- 
able in the criminal ; but the nearness and candor of personal inter- 
course force us to perceive and acknowledge that in the poor victim 
of weakness or passion, we must submit to own the resemblance of 
kindred. He is still rational, though he may insanely have given 
the reins to evil desires ; he has not lost the knowledge of right and 
wrong, though his whole life may seem to have forgotten the dis- 
tinction between them ; he is still subject to tender affections, though 
he may have outraged all their dictates ; he even respects goodness,  



      
  

236 [ Assemaiy 

though his faith in the sincerity of those who profess it is much 

shaken by the consciousness of his own misdoing. In short we are 

obliged to own that the faults of these degraded ones are our own, 

carried out to their legitimate consequences, and that of w at we 

consider our superior virtues, they are often found to retain at cas 

the seeds of a number and amount which could hardly be expecte 

under the circumstances. To attempt to benefit them is there ore a 

severe but most healthful school for our own hearts 5 and if we do 

them good, we are more than re-paid by the discipline to which ou 

own characters are subjected in the process. If this view of the wore 

should possess little attraction for some minds, we are able to ad 

that the gratitude, the docility, the improvement of our patients a - 

ford in themselves a rich reward. Not unfrequently is the kind word 

met with an irrepressible tear, the encouraging smile with a avi 

blush of animated hope, the gentle reproof or caution with a humble 

confession of wrong and a ready and sincere promise of amendment, 

The hard-seeming heart proves itself soft, the rade tone sinks into 

mildness, the defiant eye quails before the influence of a true sym- 

pathy and interest ; affection is called forth on both sides, and if the 

unfortunate feel that they owe all to us, we, on our part realize that 

it is more blessed to give than to receive. 

In making this general statement of encouraging circumstances, 

we would, however, by no means be understood to Tepresent our 

success as universal, or the result of our system as being invaria x” 

such as we could wish. Many a cruel disappointment shadows the 

joy we are allowed to feel over each “sinner that repenteth,” ‘i " 

some of our patients, the work of destruction has been too ma 

for our imperfect treatment. Evil habit has become strong as “a j 

making even the sincerest resolutions of amendment utterly impo mt 

New-born virtue falls before the first touch of temptation, and ar ‘ 

ness of spirit is too apt to replace the gleams of goodness w net 

for a while have cheered and encouraged us. But, by the ane “ 

reckoning, those who fall away after having enjoyed the full bene’ ‘ 

of the institution, are few, in comparison to those who show ee 

fruits ; and, as the main result is quite sufficient to sustain 

courage of those who perform the labor, we hope it will also su 

to inspire the liberality of our benefactors. 
e 

As to the general circumstances and success of the Home, ween 

happy to be able to say they are prosperous and encouraging , 

ing to various accidental causes which it is not necessary ete 

 particularize, we have been obliged, in the course of the past yeat, 

lpn? 
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to make some changes in its arrangement, and at certain periods 
our matrons have not been retained with sufficient permanence to 
ensure perfect regularity in our statistic record. But in no case has 
the interest of our establishment suffered from the alterations we 
found it desirable to make. No interruption has occurred in the 
labor and instruction of our inmates. The cholera came among us, 
but there was no panic at the Home. Two of our number were 
sent to the cholera hospital, where one died and the other was re~ 
tained as nurse. Another was employed at the house of one of our 
citizens as nurse to a dying woman, and returned with a certificate 
of her kindness and efficiency, and a liberal compensation for her 
services, At some periods the demand for domestics from the Home 
has been so urgent that the usual amount of work there was lessen- 
ed ; but at other times the inmates have contributed largely towards 
their own support by sewing and washing. Most of those for whom 
places have been found whether in private families, or in factories 
in the country, have given satisfaction to their employers, and taken 
pains to justify the character that had been given of them. From this 
class of patients we receive letters of the warmest gratitude, and not 
unfrequently other testimonials of regard, and little tokens of affec- 
tion for the institution and the inmates left behind. Of one who 
had passed the greater part of seven years on Bilackwell’s Island, 

her employer, after several months trial, writes thus : “A. B. wishes 
me to say to you that she is very well satisfied with her place, and 
desires to be remembered to you and Miss Foster. C. D. expresses 
the same wish. They are both doing well. A. B. has proved in 
some respects, a valuable servant. I never had in my family a more 
even tempered and obliging woman. In everything but cooking she 
has done well for us; and I shall retain her as long as I can for 
the sake of her good qualities.’ Three inmates were sent to a fac- 
tory in Massachusetts. They write : ‘“‘ We earn from three to five 
dollars a week, and pay one dollar and a half for board. My dear 
Mrs. , we do not yet know how to show our gratitude to you, 
* * J. and E. join me in kindest love to you.” Six were sent 
to a factory in this State, after careful inquiry into the character of 
the proprietor and the treatment to be expected, and we hear good 
accounts of them. One inmate who had inhabited the tombs ten 
months, has paid from her earnings thirty dollars of borrowed 
Money, and her whole appearance is in direct contrast with the 
tenor of her past life. An inmate who had been in a place of do- 

Testic service several months, became so Home-sick that her em~ 
ployers allowed her to return and visit her old friends and compan- 
ions at the institution. She passed one week at the Home, and at  
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the expiration of the time went back to her place, contented and 

happy, having Jeft the house but once, and that to make a few pur- 

chases, accompanied by a member of the committee. 

All our house reports speak of the order, industry and kind feel- 

ing which prevails at the home. It is evidently a school of the best 

affections; its: mild discipline commends itself so to the reason and 

conscience of the inmates that irritation seldom occurs, and the per- 

sonal attention bestowed upon each case by our matrons and by the 

members of the committee, secures the treatment best suited to each 

particular case. We wish it were allowable to particularise those 

members whose labors of love have been especially abundant, “ in 

season and out of season,” through all difficulties and. discourage- 

ments; but since it may not be we will only say, that in this case 

as in many others, the labor falls on a few, comparatively, and the 

least others can do is to strengthen their hands and supply them 

with the requisite means for carrying into effect their excellent 

plans, which is all they ask. The home is at all times opeu to the 

inspection of visitors, and no valuable suggestion from any quarter 

is unwelcome. We solicit visits, as the very best mode of awaken- 

ing an interest in our object. One hour in the work room is gene- 

rally enough to convert the most skeptical. To see those who were 

once the vilest of the vile, at home only in riot, and scorning all or- 

der and decency, sitting “ clothed and in their right mind,” clean, 

docile, industrious, quiet, respectful, pleads better than the eloquence 

of Demosthenes in favor of the rationality of our attempt. Our 

Sunday services are attended regularly, and with great interest. A 

city missionary officiates in the morning, and some kind religious 

friend in the evening. A bible class or some suitable reading occu- 

pies the afternoon, and we have good reason to believe that none of 

these Sabbath exercises are without good results on the character of 

our inmates, who would feel themselves almost injured if they were 

omitted. We would take this opportunity to return our grateful ac- 

knowledgments to the kind christian friends who have with constan- 

cy and diligence conducted these exercises for us. 

The valuable services of Dr. Josiah Hopper, which have so long 

been gratuitously rendered at the home, at all hours of the day and 

night, and without consideration of personal sacrifice, we are com- 

pelled to relinquish on account of his removal from the city. He 

takes with him our united thanks for all his kindness, and our best 

wishes for his health and well doing, wherever his lot may be cast. 
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Statistics can give but inadequate ideas of the real condition and 
performance of an institution hke ours, which deals with mind more 

than matter, and seeks its happiest results in particulars which can- 
not be reduced to figures or calculated in dollars and cents. In those 
which follow will be found some of the more obvious circumstances 

of our condition for the past year, and we cannot but hope that even 

in these will be found sufficient inducement to entrust us with still 
larger means for that which is to come. It is no empty boast to 
say, that our economy has increased with out resources, since with 

the same care and effort we have been able to operate so rauch more 

advantageously, 

1849. New Year’s day 22 inmates. 

Received during the year, 

We can report favorably of------+---- wee cet enee 

Of which number have been sent to their friends,---- 

To the hospital, 
Cholera do 

Magdalen do Yorkville, 
do do Philadelphia, 

Tombs,-----+------- eee eeee ae nee eens 

Alms-house,-----++---- oer tr eee eee trees 

Female Guardian Society, 
California,-----+--- +--+ 222025 enn e reece een eeeee 

Returned to evil courses, 

Remaining at the Home, 

In expressing our gratitude for the confidence hitherto reposed in 
* we would respectfully urge upon those who have heretofore en- 
rusted us with means, to inform themselves personally as to our 
condition and efforts, Only in this way can we hope to obtain such 
liberal donations as will enable us to extend our bounds so as to 

offer the benefits of our Home to as many as shall be disposed to 
pail themselves of it, We necd a larger and better calculated 
Ouse, and more facilities for conducting a variety of employments 

nited to the different powers and capacities of our inmates. Indus- 
bins = Potent implement in our plan of reform; and in order to 

g this to bear upon all, we must have work in sufficient variety 
0 excite the emulation and stimulate the ingenuity of different dis-  
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positions, talents and habits. We need the means of teaching cer- 
tain trades, as tailoring, for instance. The possession of a good 
business of that kind would have saved some of our poor patients 

from degradation, and will certainly do something towards restoring 
them to a decent place in society; not by rendering them indepen- 

dent of future good behavior, but by making it their interest and 
placing them in circumstances where it is possible. In order to do 
this effectually we need an increase of means, and we trust some 
kind hearts will be moved to respond to this appeal. 

In concluding our report, we cannot but feel that we have been 
able to give but a very inadequate idea of the importance of our 
undertaking and the value of its results. We have done little to- 
wards enlisting public sympathy in its favor, or lessening the repug- 
nance which is felt by some at the very name of female convict. 
As to the first, we may say that no words at our command could 
express our sense of the want of such an institution as the Home; 
nothing but a personal familiarity with our prisons can teach this. 
As to the second, the enlisting of public sympathy, we feel that after 
our simple statement of facts and convictions, the sympathy which 
each one feels will be in proportion fo his moral and religious cul- 
ture, provided we have been able to enlist his attention for a few 
moments. As to the last, that fatal repugnance to the form of ten- 
derness we wish to relieve, we would remind those who plead against 
listening to us, that when one of old asked ‘“ Who is my neighbor?” 
our Saviour showed that to fall among thieves, to be stripped, 
wounded and left half dead, constituted a claim to be thus con- 

sidered; and under this holy sanction and on this broad ground, we 

entreat that those who do not feel willing personally to encounter 
this class of sufferers, shall at least give the pence which will enable 
us to act as their substitutes. 

C. M. KIRKLAND, 
Corresponding Secretary. 

CORRESPONDENCE FEMALE DEPARTMENT PRISON 
ASSOCIATION, 

The following correspondence from former inmates wil] be read 
with deep interest by every sincere christian into whose hands it may 
fall. It would seem that there are very few, if any, so far under 

the influence and dominion of their evil propensities, as to preclude 
all hope of reform; for many of those alluded to in the following 
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raters, pad departed widely from the path of rectitude—had become communi ws from respectabi.. society, and a burden upon the con Home, when ene weary of such a life, they sought shelter in va peer ree b the infisnces that were cast around them, how mete go rovidence their eyes were illuminated to see at a perion @ life of virtue and integrity is to that of vice » And having come to the determination fo endeayor to rs9 cease to do evil and lear n to do well,” have c i and are now Tespected and useful. , Ranged their sommes 

Mrs. A. H, G. March 3d, 1849, 

Dear friends—I take this o portuni i i you know how I like my new home, Tike it very meebo Tan rey well and T hope this will fad you and your family wall “T ae ou es much as Ican do, but I like them very much and I wank you am Beting me so good ahome. Give my love to Miss Pleas a iss F’. and all the girls, and kiss the little girts for m ite me as soon as you can, 
* 

My love to you 

Dear Miss Woon: 
“Ipril 23d, 1849. 

Perhaps you think it ingratitude in me befo: 

recat, Put i hope Miss Wood will not think so when I state m — iy tid not write before; but T can assure you that I can ? corona at the Home has done for me, it has saved me many whe would ban nen zy Pe a night [ look back and think 
might have been in my grave on othe wise i me my where Cea have been deprived of all the forts. vi ST enjoy as ren 
then again Pee the tine re orts which I enjoy at present; S pent on Blackwell’s Island— then Pon that Scene with horror, I had neither friend ner relation thought, to speak one word of kindness to me, I knew that > 

came off the island. I was utterly h 
0 | . opel coming respectable again, and still would have been hopclon ‘had [Assembly, No. 198.] 16 Peres ise  
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it not been for good Mr. Searls ; never can I forget his kindness to 

me. i knew nothing of the Home then, until he directed me to it; 

there, he said, I would meet with friends—1 tried and found them 

to be such friends that I feel I can never be half grateful to them 

for their kindness to me. 

Yours very respectfully and with regard, 

July 26, 1849. 

Miss Woop and Miss FarQuerson + 

Respected Madams—I have often thought of writing to you since 

I came here, to express +ny feelings of gratitude for all the kindness 

that you showed whilst remaining with you. How much happier I 

am now than I was last year at this time, for which T hope that I 

am truly thankful. T can now attend my church, and read my bible 

in my leisure hours undistarbed. I am getting well fitted up for 

clothes which Mrs. T——— has taken care of, indeed I have not the 

least trouble about them. I like my place well. 

With much respect, 
T remain yours, 

—_—_——_ oo, 

August 20, 1849. 

Mrs. A. H. G. : 

Dear Madam— We arrived safe in R on Tuesday Mr. B. 

was waiting at the train to receive us, with a wagon } the factory is 

two miles and a half from where the train stopped. It isa beautiful 

place where we are} we board in a house Mr. B. keeps for the ac 

commodation of those be has employed, it is opposite his own, and 

a very nice woman lives there. He has at present eighteen hands 

employed, and they all board in the one house; we carn at first $8 

a week, from that to $5; we pay one dollar and a half a week for 

board. My dear madam, { trust it has pleased the Lord ere this to 

raise you out of a sick bed; it is my constant prayer that you may 

again be restored to your family and friends, and again gladden the 

hearts of the inmates of the Home with your presence. You will 

have the kindness to let me know if you are recovered, we all feel so 

uneasy about you. My dear Mrs. G., we do not know how yet 

show our gratitude to you for sending us to such a respectable places 

where we can earn a good living and not work very hard. Out 

hours are from seven in the morning till five in the afternoon. J 
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and E. join me in the ki : and e kindest love to you and family, and all in the 

Yours respectfully, 

Mrs. A. HG. Nov. 27th, 1849. 

De ane . 
van friend I arrived here the same day I left the Home, at 2 
ee salt © eo jast such a place as you represented it to be 

a happy asl wish to be. I : ne. , ie. shall alv 

you aes ° me while there. Mrs. G., my opens to sant 

iss Avis and Miss Purinton. Mrs. C.’s people ite net g . ve got a 
man and his wife to help them, and do not want A 

Mr. B, and wi i lan " Pe and wife send their respects to you. There is three dol 
s letter to pay for my traveling expenses to this place. i 

Mrs G. March 3d, 1849. 

———— says I must write to y eal to you to let you know wheth in- 
you sepreseuted hes not. We think she is every way as. good ‘ 
you represented | ete be, especially in her kindness to the sick, and 

can now only ay | at you have made a better selection for us ‘than 

Week ae mas a or ourselves, for which we feel truly thankful 

senting her here at eas enly Father by His unforseen providence in 
here, ss prepared th is time, when there is much religious interest 

pen Has eP . e way to bestow a blessing upon her that H 
e for her. We humbly trust that he has adopted her into 

His ow amil and made her a subject his renewing and sanc- 1] y Se Ys A of is n g 

fy ing grace. 

As soon as Ww 
interest tn ho spiritual welinve and watched till we sow deep annie ont et ! j >, and watched till we saw dee i- 

o lent fa the penitential tear, and herself willing to bow down 
and Powe for mereys and then her countenance was lit up with joy 

tein one ose only can know who have the assurance that 

thet rey rgiven, and we trust that you will rejoice with 

e dead is alive, the lost is found.”? Mrs. M. unites in send. 

ing love 8g . Yours truly, 

Cc. M.M  
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April 18, 1849. 

Mrs. G. 
We have been told by Mr. L. that 

to our house. ‘we should be very glad to have her in our fam- 

ily again, yet there is one objection—she cannot milk. We have 

two cows, and it would inany times be very inconvenient. i have 

found a place for her if she wishes to return to P———, in a small, 

pleasant family, near by H. B. G.’s; their work will be light. 

I think she will be pleased with the family and they with her. 

—— wishes to return 

_-—~ is with me, she is very good help. Mrs. G. wishes 

to come immediately. I would like to see her. Her fare 

shall be paid. Yours sincerely, 
EL B. T. 

Sept. 8, 1849. 

My dear Miss Wood: 

FRI liked C very much, and she is now at a sister’s of Mr. T., 

doing extremely well, and expects to remain through the winter. 

She is contented and does not wish to return to the city. 

Your friend, C. T. 

[ From a highly respectable clergyman in Connecticut. ] 

Aug. 2, 1849. 

Miss Wood: 

Dear madam—We have been obliged to part with —-——, who 

will bear this to you. We regret that we must do so, but as my 

health compels me to remove with my family for several months, it 

has seemed unavoidable. She has served us faithfully, and I would 

cheerfully recommend, her through you, to any one who may wish 

her as a domestic. She can cook all ordinary meats and vegetables, 

make excellent bread, and is, as you know, an excellent washer and 

ironer. She is good tempered, patient, respectful and industrious. 

Since she has been with us she has shown no disposition to return 

to any bad habits, and does not seem at all contaminated by the 

scenes through which she has hitherto passed. We feel much inte- 

rested in her, and hope that she will in all respects continue to do 

well. Yours with esteem, 
H. B. E. 

The following is an extract from a letter dated Sept. 17, 1849 

from the proprietor of a highly respectable manufacturing establish- 

ment in New England :— 

IBY 
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“ We would say that ——- are excellent girls, and have conduct- 
ed themselves with much propriety ; tl 

with their situations. propriety § Mey appear to be well Pleased 

Itis our delight to treat all in our employ with kindness and love; 
in sickness we spare no pains to render them comfortable, we use 

every means to teach economy and to make good use of their wa ‘ 

we use all our influence to get them to spend their sabbaths at 
church, and endeavor to set before them such an exampl 

should wish set before our own children.” wee 

The following letter is from the same establishment :-— 

D 
Respected Friend : . : seem 

A. i. G.—Your kind favor of the 10th was received by the hands 
of one of the girls. They all arrived safe at our place and com- 
menced work yesterday; they appear well and thi i 
for us and for themselves. " ci and we thine will do well 

and and are well and are i ; good girls; a 
to be well pleased, they are all steady and attentive s their work, 
and so far as we are able to learn, make good use of their earnin 3 

by buying good, suitable clothing. 8 

We endeavor as far as possibl ‘ ; possible to encourage them, and all in 
employment, in doing well. We set the example of industry and 
economy before our people, and try to have them follow it. 

Rest assured of our kind feeling for the favors we have received 
from you, and if inno other way, we will ever try and repa 
kindness by doing our duty to those whom you place under our care. 

Yours with respect, 

B. and F. 

The following is an extract of another letter dated Dec. 31, 1849. 

from the same person as the foregoing. These documents afford much 
encouragement, and show the great good that has resulted from o 
institution. There are very few who are entirely out of the bof 
sympathy and kindness :— , reach of 

“The ‘girls you have had the kindness to send us are all with 

except one. She thought she would prefer house work, and we pro.  
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cured her a situation in a good family of worthy people, where she 
gets $1.50 a week, and -, and » have been good 

girls, we are just paying them for their three montl’s work. Each 
one has laid by a pretty little sum for laboring feinales. and 

appear contented and are very steady to their work and make 
very fair wages so far, a trifle over $1.50 per week, besides board. 

We would again express our best feelings towards your {nstitution, 
and to all the kind and benevolent people who sustain it. Whenever 
any of our girls leave us we would with great pleasure apply to you 
for more. We remain truly yours, 

B. and FL” 

The case of deserves notice as happily illustrating 
the practical effect of our institution. is a foreigner 
of respectable parentage. She was educated at a boarding school; 
a place where, for the most part, the least valuable accomplishments 
are superficially taught, and where the development of the highest 
faculties, intellectual and moral is grossly neglected. 

came to New-York with her husband who had a 
large capital invested in a respectable business of more than ordina- 
ry hazard. We failed and died, and left a pretty and attractive 
widow, poor, a stranger and unprotected. She remained in New- 
York in the hope of saving something from the wreck of her hus- 
band’s affairs. To assist her she had recourse to a ma. who holds 
a respectable position in society; after a time she became his mis- 
tress. ‘ We have no wish to investigate or describe the acts by whica 
her ruin was effected, and certainly we have no words to paint the 

crime of seduction—~a crime which, tolerated as it is by society, 
{shame that it is so!) is registered on God’s holy record as the 
blackest of sins. In due time, of course, the woman was forsaken; 

the man went on unblenched in his career—invested with honors by 
-his fellow men, and received into their circles by decent women. 

The poor woman had sinned away her right to return to her friends 
at home—men here despised her-—decené women here could not 
speak to her! She had recourse to the Lethe of our christian age, 

and after a series of miseries was found by one of the ladies of our 

society in the Tombs. She was brought to our “Home.” Her 

health was impaired, her spirit broken. She was in that dismal 

state of final reprobation; her hope gone! In recurring to that 

period, in a letter recently received, she says, “ Richly have I de- 
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served the just anger of God, and the vial of his wrath has been 
emptied to the dregs on my devoted head. My heart is too full for 
utterance or complaint to any but him.” And again, “TI never, 
never can repay you, my dear Mrs. Gibbons, and dear Mr. Searle, 
for all your goodness to me, Latrapped in the hands of such a 
powerful enemy, where should [ have been, a stranger in a foreign 
land, if God, in his mercy, had not raised you up for me? I think 
of it and tremble at the past! ‘I was naked and ye clothed me?” 

This is not verbiage, nor the cant so often used by tle poor vic- 
tims who have lost every thing of virtue but its hacknied phrases. 
Her position at the Home was attended by petty trials, harder to be 
borne with patience than calamities. She was placed on an equal 
footing wlth persons greatly her inferiors in education and manners, 
She had to eat, drink, sleep and live with them. Her deportment 
betrayed no consciousness of her superivrity. She adorned her pen- 
itence with a meck and quiet spirit. She patiently performed labo- 
rious offices to which she had been unaccustomed, and occasionally 
kindly imparted instruction to the more ignorant of her associates. 
After a year of approved probation, the place of assistant teacher in 
the family of a country clergyman was procured for her; here she 
remained for nearly a year, performing considerable labor for slight 
remuneration, making no complaint, expressing gratitude for every 
kindness shown to her, and always acquiescing in the advice of her 
friends, 

Early in November she writes a letter to one of the ladies, be- 

ginning, “ Joy! dear Mrs, Gibbons, good news from a far country ! 
I have had a Jetter full of love from home!’ There is forgiveness 
and a welcome for the penitent. Of course she is all eagerness to 
“arise and go to her father,” but with her characteristic docility she 

says, “ [I have decided to go to Europe in the spring. 1 expect you 
will advise me to be stationary till then;’? and patiently she is 
awaiting the day of her restoration. 

We ask the friends of humanity to pause and consider this case 
In the first place, why for the same transgression, (if it were the 
same in guilt—if the seduced were as guilty as the seducer,) so 

unequal a measure of retribution should be meted out to the man 
and the woman? And secondly, we ask if a society that has res- 
cued from the depths of misery one human being capable of virtue 
and of hapiness here, and destined to immortality, has not a claim  
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upon christian liberality. This is one case. Our report will show 
how many have been saved for a time, have had months of blessing 
instead of cursing, and how many we have a good hope that they 

are finally reclaimed. 

At one of our monthly meetings, after several new inmates had 
been summoned, questioned, counselled, and dismissed to their vari- 

ous occupations, a tidy, intelligent looking young woman entered, 
leading a fine healthy boy, apparently about three years old. There 
was a striking contrast between her clear eye, light step, deferential 
though self-respectful manner, and the looks of the stolid, bloated, 
emaciated victims of intemperance. Every one admired the child, 
and to the question ‘“‘ where is your husband Bridget?” She answer- 
ed, “there is no use in lying about it, now, ladies, I never was mar- 
ried,” and burst into tears. Her sad story, more sad than rare,,was 

related with such simplicity and pathos, that no one thought of dis- 
believing it. The son of the lady in whose service she had lived, 
was her betrayer. As soon as a discovery was made, she was turned 
out of doors. He had given her his watch, which she took with 
her. She was immediately pursued by an officer, who searched her 
trunk, and found the unlucky gift. Unwary victim! She was en- 
tangled in the toils of sin. To be tried, condemned and sentenced 

to the State prison, was the unavoidable result, for she was poor 
and friendJess—“ And sure I had never taken a cents’ worth from 
any body in my life,” she exclaimed, earnestly. 

Maternal love, it is said, suggested the device to shield a son from 
disgrace, for who would credit a felon’s testimony on any subject? 

What was her assertion worth, compared with the denial of a res- 

pectable family? A few weeks after she entered the prison, her child 
was born. The ladies there, she said, called it Eugene. They were 
very kind, and had always clothed it, to support it she had done extra 
work, and the fear of being separated from her child prompted her to 
efforts beyond ordinary endurance. He was all she had in the world, 
and if he was taken away, she would’nt care what became of her—and 

again she wept. In the prison she never had been reprimanded, and 
her good conduct probably procured for her some leniency with re- 
gard toher child. Now she was free, all she wanted was a service 

place where she could have Eugene. She was willing to work hard 
for any wages, so that she could have her child. ‘ Would you be 
willing to go to the country?’ “ Indeed, and I’d rather go to the 
country, ladies, for he would be safe there. He ran away yesterday 
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and I was lost for a while—the mai 
look for him, and I ran out and foun 
The man said he was his child, but I snatched him away, anda 3 gentleman that stood by said it was’nt likely h is chi 

‘ 
ne 

he cried so—Ob! I was so frightened.” , was iis child, when 

tron sent women all round to 
d him ina man’s arms crying. 

Poor neglected waif! © i not the sanctify ing influence of Ponothe Stove fe the nes boy keep her in the path of duty ? 
been her fate, had no friendly door 
ing the prison? In this rich city, 
ministering to every class of suffering humanity, where could sh have found uncontaminated shelter except at the ‘prisoners? Hi ’ ” This question lavolves an important fact, which if duly considered will increase public sympathy for our infant institution and our all the aid it requires for its permanent support. TO 

may 
ther’s love for the fatherless 

And what inevitably must have 
opened to receive her on leay- 

with its thousand charities, kindly 

The following account written by i 
e Y y a former inmat 

is a simple recita) of facts. Me of the Home, 

May, 1849. To Mrs, ——— 

Dear Madam——You wished me. to give you a sketch of the lat Mrs. C., which for family reasons I shall call Mrs. Clark but I am afraid my pen will fail to do justice to that awful scene! Yo are well aware that my unfortunate propensity to drink has caus 4 me to be an inmate of the prison on a great many occasions and “it seems that God has spared me to Witness a great man "thrilling Scenes, but I never remember to have witnessed one that she wed me more than the following that I shall feebly try to narrate: °° 
About a year a 

where the better 
there was brought one day a fine looking ~voman, some twenty-§ Years old, to be placed under the care of Mr. E, , the keeper ve the Prison, (a well known temperance advocate,) b , her friends “for it ns they had tried every means in their power to break her of the : w ropensity to drink, but in vain; the fell destroyer had marked a or his victim! She was the only daughter of a highly respect- : i widow lady; her father died when she was quite young; he was made I believe. She had Teceived a good education, and was he ne with many good shining qualities that endeared her to all: Titiends and acquaintances. She had married with every prospect 

go r was in the female department of the prison portion of unfortunate females are confined, when 
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of happiness that this world can bestow, and her husband seemed all 
her heart could wish or desire; but he, alas! was not the one she 

should have wedded, for he was weak-minded and gay, and wished 

ber to partake of all his amusements and follies; he was not a 
drunkard when he married her, but he used to go into coimpany that 
drank, till he lea:ined to tipp’e with any of them. Whenever she 
reproached him for his conduct, he would laugh and tell her she 
was 2 cold-hearted woman; and he would induce her to take a glass 
of wine to raise her spirits. She was of that yielding disposition 
that looked with partial eye on all her husband’s failings, and would 
do any thing to please him: so she began to like wine for the ex- 
hilarating influence it had on her, and when any thing went wrong 
she flew to that for consolation. But why need I write how, step 
by step, she became a drunkard, for her story is the story of hun- 
dreds; how she began to lose caste in society; how whispers went 
round; how shame began, and she drank deeper to forget all; how 
her friends dropped off one by one, and at last her husband left her 
too; for though men do drink, they do not like a drunken wife! I 

said all had left her, no not all, for there was her mother——and what 

will not a mother do for her only and erring child? but tears and 
prayers were vain in her case, so she almost despaired, when her 
child’s only remaining friend, a temperance man, persuaded her 
mother to place her under the care of Mr. E. in prison, where she 
would have time to wean herself from the degrading vice of drink. 
She felt her weakness and was willing to do any thing to save her- 
self; but how foolish is self-reliance without the aid of religion. 

She, however, remained two or three months in the care of Mr. BE, 

and her husband promised to provide fcr her, and to take the pledge 
himself if she would adhere to her resolution of amendment, which 

she had promised to do; he took apartments for her and they went 
to live together. That was the last I heard of her till I saw her on 
her death-bed, and such a bed!! A year had rolled around, and I 
again was an inmate of the prison: when Miss F., the kind mat-on, 
asked me if I remembered Mrs. C,; I said, yes; she said “stop a 
moment, for I am going to get some crackers and milk for her.” 
I expected to see her looking badly, but I was not prepared to wit- 
ness the dreadful scene that was presented to my view, When 1 
approached the cell I saw an awful looking object that shocked me. 
Instead of the elegant Mrs. C. there lay a miserable being apparently 
in the last agonies of death. I approached and called her by name, 

. which seemed to arouse her, and I lifted her head to give her some 

nourishment, but she could not swallow anything ; she seemed to 
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know me; I asked her if she knew 
forget the startled look 
mother: 

of horror she pave me: me ye merer wi eh ; © gave me, and she said “m, vou pesy ‘ would break ber heart 10 see you now, can ee Peay sti, ue ° Speak but could not, and in a few moments ae are corpse. I could hardly realise it, it seemed like hence ane . rere Jay, in a felon’s cell, all that was left of ft seeme han me rs. C., in the rags of misery and wretchedness, neranee ta a Tost the ne ake fel nto her old habits of intera- $ fidenc rie more than ever, til] she left then to «0 ae sae gad ne cane Sens ey ay not know where she was. She would stay ‘here in x a a “a inoney and pledged her clothes; they would cold dag tn ° ' street, where an officer found her one bitter ee ys ‘ 6 “iessly drunk. He conveyed her to the Tombs ideo “aoe Her ia the morning in a dying condition, She idan ed power teen ye was so shockingly altered, but she 
the hour had come when she was cnn sed bes at al in God O! that many could Witness that s 

of intemperance, 
broken; ens e good than a hundred Sermons, for they wo er i eee the way of the transgressor was hard. No one expects wil en ee ciankard wen they commence; they think, “so for I 20 darther;” that mistake has ruined 

" 
th ; dare say no one despised a drunken woman mm D the wafers nate Mrs. C. did at one time: j 

2 
st glass? I think not; 

ad been some poisonous rep- 
1 en it is red, when it iveth when it moveth itself aright; at the last it 

she would have started from it as if it h 73 tile, “ Look not then upon the wine w his color in the cup, 
biteth like a Serpent and stingeth like an adder.” 
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OFFICERS* 

Of the Female Department of the Prison Association of New-York, 

1850. 

CATHERINE M. SEDGWICK, Ist Directress. 

SARAH P. DOREMUS, 2d do. 

ANNA I. H. FITCH, Treasurer. 

CARGLINE M. KIRKLAND, Corresponding Secretary. 

HANNAH UNDERHILL, Recording Secretary. 

Executive Committee. 

S. Platt, 

Elizabeth Manning, 
Amy Hawxhurst, 
Esther Marsh, 

Ruth S. Dill, 
Caroline Salter, 

Susan B. Day, 

Mary S. Underhill, 
Margaret Sedgwick, 

Anna Curtiss, 

E. B. Ingalls, 

Emma Pollard, 

Sarah Edmonds, 

Abby H. Gibbons, 
Mary Manning, 

Sarah F. Hicks, 

Esther Mead, 

Ann Eliza Bond, 

Mary Day, 

Frances Bryant, 
Ruth Beatty, 
Loanna Hall, 

Laura Hunt, 

Frances Emery, 

  

Catharine Maria Ellis, 
Catharine C. Halsted, 

Eliza Vanderhnyden, 

M. Tracy, 

kK. R. Mavor, 

Caroline C. Smith, 

Mary Cook. 

Advisory Committee. 

Hon, J. W. Edmonds, John Duer, 

John D. Russ, M. D. 

  

Ysaac T. Hopper, 
Richard Reed, 

Matron. 

Saran Woon. 

Assistant Matrons. 

Saran PuRINnTON, Avis S. PurintTon. 

Necessarily omitted in the first part of the report, a8 the list was not furnished 

until after that portion had gone to press. 

No. 198.] 253 

CORRESPONDENCE 

For the purpose of obtaining more specific information in relation 
to the results of the different modes of punishment and imprison- 
ment under the administration of the different States, the correspond- 
ing secretary has addressed letters to the wardens and keepers of all 
the Penitentiaries and Houses of Refuge throughout our country for 
the purpose of obtaining the reports of their several institutions, and 
such other information as they might have it in their power to com- 
municate. He also addressed circular enquiries to many of our best 
regulated county prisons. The results of this correspondence have 
been the receipt of reports from nineteen of our State prisons (a 
comparative view of the statistics of which is given under the head 
of prison discipline,) reports or communications from all our houses 
of refuge, and communications from several of our county prisons. , 

Letters were also addressed to the Secretaries of State of those 
States which have not adopted the plan of establishing penal insti- 
tutions under the charge of the State, for any returns which may 
have been made to the Legislature in relation to the state and con- 
dition of the several county prisons in their respective States. From 
the answers herein communicated it would appear that no return is 
ever required, or any knowledge possessed by the executive depart- 
ment in most, if not all, of these States, either in relation to the 

number of criminals, kind of crime, or other statistics important for 
wise and discriminating legislation. 

Raleigh, 9th Feb’ry, 1849. 

Dear Sir: Your favor of the 3d instant is received, and I regret it 
is not in my power to give the desired information. There is in 

the State of North Carolina, seventy-seven counties, and every county 
has its prison or jail, and manage them as they please, and are not 
required to make any report of the prisoners confined therein, or the 
crimes for which they are confined. There is a superior court in 
each county every six months, when prisoners are tried for capital 
offences. The county courts are held generally every three months, 
when prisoners are tried for small offences. 

Yours respectfully, 
W. HILL. 

Joun D. Russ, Esa., Cor. Sec. Prison Assoc.  
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Seoretary’s Orrick, 

Tallahassee, Feb’y 21, is00. ¢ 

To the Corresponding Secretary 
of the Prison Association, N. Y. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 3d inst. I have to state that we 
have no State prisons, and I regret to say that our Legislature has 
never taken any steps towards effecting so desirable an object as a 
complete plan for obtaining a correct estimate of criminal statistics. 
I am also sorry to say that I have but little information in my pos- 
session which could at all aid you in your proposed plan. By ref- 
erence and application to the clerks and sheriffs of the different 
counties, you may obtain much infcrmation such as you desire. 

It is greatly to be hoped that our Legislature, (which will meet 
next winter,) will take action upon this important subject and doubt- 

less it will do so. 

It gives me great pleasure, with the concurrence of his Excellency 
the Governor, to send you by this day’s mail, a copy of Thompson’s 
Digest of the laws of this State, and also one copy of the acts of 
this State, passed since the compilation of said Digest. These con- 
tain all the laws in force relative to crimes, &c. 

Respectfully, 
C. W. DOWNING, 

Sec’y Slate. 

DerartMeNnt or STATE, 2 

Austin, Texas, 23d April, 1850. § 

Dear Sir: Yours of Feb, 3d was duly received, and would have 

been answered earlier had I not delayed my reply with the hope that 

I might obtain a portion at least of the information you requested 

in a shape that would be serviceable; but I find, after many en- 

quiries, that no details of our prison system can be had which would 

be worth communicating. Indeed, until within the last 15 months, 

we may be said to have had no system. Offenders against the 
criminal laws of the country were tried in the counties in which the 

offences were committed, and punished according to the grade of 

their offences in the counties where tried. These punishments ranged 

from capital (for murder) down to petty fines, few of them were by 

confinement in prison, and those only in the county jail. No report of 

these punishments was made to any department, except as to the 

amount of fines collected. About 15 months since our penitentiary 

ST Le? 
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system went into operation. It was organized upon the ordinary 

plan of southern institutions of that description, and is yet too much 
in its infancy to be capable of furnishing much in the way of sta- 
tistics. During the time it has been in operation, there have not 
been more than six convicts sent to it from all parts of the State, 
whose tefms of punishment are varied from one to five years. Of 
this number there have been no deaths or sickness, no cases of insan- 

ity, no pardons, no discharges, and of course no recommitments. 

The persons confined are invariably white. Their moral attitude 
heretofore has been upon rather a low scale, and their offences prin- 
cipally larceny. 

Every species of crime, except treason and murder, are, by the 
laws of the State, punishable by confinement in the penitentiary. 
Misdemeanors of a minor grade are punished by fine. Treason and 
murder in the first degree by death. The discipline of the peniten- 
tiary is mild but strict. The convicts are put to labor. The officers 
are one superintendent and three directors. The building is unfin- 
ished, but it contains now ninety cells, besides workshops and an 
enclosed yard for exercise and recreation. 

Regretting that I cannot furnish you with more satisfactory infor- 
mation on the various points of your enquiries, 

Tam, very respectfully, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 

JAMES WEBB. 

lowa City, March 11th, 1850. 

Joun D. Russ, M. D., 

Corresponding Secretary, &c. 

Dear sir—-Your favor of the Ist ultimo, asking copies of the last 
annual report of fhe Towa Penitentiary, came to hand some days 
since. I have also to acknowledge the receipt of the “ Report of 
the Prison Association of New-York,’ for which I thank you. I 
have examined it carefully, and find it to be a very valuable and 
interesting work. 

Since my letter to you of August, 1847, (published in your last 

Teport,) but one report has been made by the warden of the peni- 
tentiary. It was made to the General Assembly Jast winter, and if 

my recollection serves me, stated there were but one or two prison- 

ers. By some oversight the report was ncf printed with the journals 
of the Legislature, and upon examination ut the office of the Secre-  
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tary of State, I find that neither the original or a copy is on file in 

that office. The same is true, I regret to say, of the abstract of the 

“criminal returns”? of the State for 1848. These reports when 

made to either house of the Legislature, are placed in the hands of 

the chief clerks, whose duly it is to superintend the printing of the 

journals, and their loss is attributable to the negligence or ignorance 

of those officers, or those who had the printing of the journals. 

J am pleased to state it, however, as my decided conviction, that 

crime is nof on the increase in this State. From all that I can 

learn, I am satisfied that the number of convictions have not in- 

creased. In this county, (Johnson,) for the last two terms of our 

district court, the grand jury has failed to find a single indictment or 

presentment, and during all that period, our jail has been tenantless. 

Last winter, Mr. A. H. Haskell was appointed warden of the 

penitentiary, and during the past season has been engaged in build- 

ing up the prison, for which purpose an appropriation of $20,000 

was made by the Legislature. With this sum, I learn, the building 

is far advanced towards completion, and when finished will be com- 

fortable as well as safe. At the next session of the Legislature, (we 

had no session this past winter,) which will commence in December 

next, we shall have full reports upon this subject, copies of which, I 

will be at some pains to forward to you. 

The above is all the information I am able to afford you on the 

subjects mentioned in your letter. And with my best wishes for the 

success of your Association, and the benevolent work in which you 

are engaged, I remain, 
Respectfully yours, 

W. PENN CLARKE. 

Orrice or Secretary oF State, t 
Madison, Wisconsin, March 27, 1850. 

Jonn D. Russ, M. D., 
Cor. Sec’y Prison Ass’n, Centre St., N.Y. 

Dr. Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letters of 8d Feb’y and 14th inst. The first came during my absence 

from the capital, and was mislaid by the deputy in the office. 

I very much regret that it is not in my power to furnish you in- 

formation to the extent you desire. There is no State prison In this 

State. Convicts are confined in county jails nearest the place of 
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conviction. No provision has ever been made tor working convicts 
to any extent. The State pays yearly to the sheriffs and officers 
having them in charge for board, clothing, medical attendance, &c. 
The price paid for board has been, until the present year, $3.50 per 
week. The price is now fixed by statute at $2.50. The whole 

number of convicts now in the State will not, it is thought, at this 
time exceed fifteen. 

No provision whatever exists requiring any officer or other person 
to report to any department in relation to State convicts, except 
that the Governor is required to report annually to the Legislature 
as to the number of pardons granted. The whole number pardoned 
since Wisconsin became a State, in June, 1848, to 1st Jan’y, 1850, 

is eleven. 

The total expenses paid by the State for the support of prisoners 
for the same term amounts to the sum of $4,109.88. 

I have no means whatever at command of informing you in re- 
gard to deaths, escapes, colors, ages, length of sentence or otherwise 
further than above stated, short of making a thorough search of the 
records of the courts in the several counties. 

Several fruitless attempts have been made to locate and erect a 
State prison. The difficulty in the way I consider only this, our 
State is young, country new, and so many points seeking the loca- 
tion, that it is difficult to settle upon any one. I think, however, 

that the next session of the Legislature will make the necessary pro- 
visions for a commencement. 

I see from your letter of 3d of Feb’y, that you desire a copy of our 
criminal law. Our revised statutes contain all Jaws of every de- 
scription relative to criminals and prisons, that exist in this State, 

and I am very glad to haveit in my power to comply with your 
wishes in this respect, and have this day forwarded you a copy per 
Mr. N. W. Dean, a merchant of this place, now bound for your city. 
Mr. D. will no doubt deliver the same to you ere this reaches you. 

I shall be pleased at any time hereafter to furnish you any infor- 
mation in my power that you may desire, and have only to regret 
that I cannot comply at this time to the full extent of your wishes. 

Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t serv’t. 

WM. A. BARSTOW, 
Sec’y of State. 

[Assembly, No. 198.] 17  
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Treasurer's Report. 

The treasurer charges himself from Dec. 1, 1848, to Nov. 30, 1849, 

inclusive, as follows: 

For amounts received from the State treasury,----77-- $25,000 00 

For amounts received from the superintendent, 1,598 68 

Balance carried to new account,---~ 2,558 83 
—_— 

$29,157 41 
—— ——— 

He credits himself with balance due Nov. 30, 1848,--- $1,721 17 

And for the following payments : 

Medical attendance and medicine, 

Tools, leather, anu materials for shoe shop, 

Buildings, improvements, and repairs, 

Salaries, wages and labor, 

Farming tools, stock and improvements on farm,------ 

” Fuel and lights, 

Provisions and groceries, 

Books, stationery and printing, 

Furniture and bedding, 

Clothing, &c., 
Trustees’ expenses, 

Transportation and railroad freight, 

Postage, 
Miscellaneous, 

71 86 
2,183 07 
8,017 88 
5,292 93 
1,656 32 
1,486 89 
4,001 05 

564 56 
1,792 01 
1,614 11 
266 87 
338 40 

17 70 
132 59 
_— 

$29,157 4\ 

— 
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| Number in the house during the year, 

} Remaining, Nov. 30, 1849, 

f employments. 

eo? 
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Showing the number of admissions, and general state of the institu- 
tion, from Dec. 1st, 1848, to Nov. 30th, 1849. 

Boys in the house, at ; , at commencement of year, D 

Received since, Feat, Deeb SS 

334 
24 

310 

Discharged,--------- ont eeee ee ene 

Three hundred and eleven bo hune ys have been committ i 
year, which is about one for every week day. Med daring the 

Of those discharged, seven were apprenticed to various’ trades and 
Two were discharged by the board; one a French 

f boy, unable to speak the English language, desirous to return to his 
parents in Bordeaux. The other was permitted to accompany his 

; parents who were leaving the State. 

eh eee gemanded or rejected, as improper subjects; two of 
Tes were jaotic and most of the others over sixteen years of age. 
were ivered to Boston Municipal Court, by authority of 

pus, to receive a change of sentence. to. Two were dis- 
charged on expiration of sentence. 

senate of boys, by apprenticeship, is of high importance and 
ion me v5. Involving, to a great extent, their future prospects 
a Ps a v and usefulness. Much depends upon the character 
vedere ven al faithfulness of the individual to whom they may be 
; ed, as well as upon surrounding influences. For should they 

e again located so as to be subjected to the same bad influences as 

before admissi vi i i vichers ‘iinission, they will be very likely to fall into their former 

seat embarassment, frequently arises from the change in public 
shania” a an practice, in regard to apprentices. Formerly, me- 

residin apprentices served a full term of from five to seven years, 

trainin at e family of their master, receiving moral and religious 

thaniee sre vt as mechanical instruction. More recently, me- 

for Tinat : oy boys and young men, at particular branches of trade, 
mited periods, allowing them to board where they may, and  
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conduct themselves, when not employed, as they choose. This course 

is injurious to the young, especially the naturally vicious and mis- 

guided youth, who need constant, steady, parental control and in- 

struction, 

Owing to the short time since the school was opened, but little 

has been done in binding out boys. 

We now have many promising boys, who are, or will soon be, 

ready for apprenticeship. 

Offences of all committed during the year ending Nov. 30, 1849, 

and previously. 

1849. 
109 

Previously. Total. 

For larceny, 
119 

Stubbornness, 106 4 110 

Idle and disorderly, 17 3 20 

Vagrancy, 23 23 

Shopbreaking and stealing, 17 

Housebreaking and stealing, 4 

Burglary, 

Shopbreaking, with intent to steal,-- 

Pilfering, 
Having obscene books and prints, for 

circulation, 

Common drunkards, 

Malicious mischief,------ weneeeens 
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The above table shows that larceny and stubbornness, in about 

equal proportion, are the causes of the greatest number of commit- 

ments. It should be remarked that the charge of stubbornness often 

covers many other crimes. Generally, there is more hope of reform 

in a lad guilty of some petty larceny, or even of a higher offence, 

than of the really stubborn child, made so by injudicious parental 

training} 
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Many lads have been led into theft under strong temptations, fre- 
quently owing to parental neglect, who readily yield to wholesome 
discipline and instruction, and to the parental care exercised over 

them in the institution. 

One great cause of crime among youth, especially in our large 
towns and cities, is truancy. The incorrigible traant, who has be- 

come familiar with horse racing, the bowling saloon, the theatrical 
exhibitions, and other similar places of amusement, debauchery and 

crime, (where too many of our youth are daily to be found,) is a 
most unfavorable subject for reform. 

Showing the length of the time of sentences, the past and previous 

. . . . . 1849. Previously. Total. 

During their minority, 38 9 247 
Until twenty years old, 

“ fourteen “ 
For one year, 

One year, six months, 
Two “ 
Three 
Four 
Five 
Six 
Eight 
Ten - 

23 
= 

During the first part of the year, many were sent for short periods; 

but, as the public have become more enlightened, as to the character 

and true objects of the institution, this evil has, to some extent, been 

corrected; though we still have boys sent in for short terms. 

We are confident in making the assertion, that short terms of 
sentence have an injurious effect. 

Nativity, sixty-six foreigners, two hundred and sixty-eight natives. 

OF the two hundred and sixty-eight born in the United States, 
ninety-six were of Irish parentage, three of English, and one of  
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German. The remaining one hundred and sixty-eight comprises one 
more than half the whole number committed. 

Ages of Boys when committed. 

Previously. Total. 

7 years 3 - 
10 - 

9 17 
10 27 

‘AL 36 

12 46 
13 33 
14 59 
15 69 
16 3 
17 3 
18 
19 
Unknown, 

Average age, about 123 years. 23 

Though most of the boys are committed during their minority, it 
is not expected they will remain in the school, for any longer period 
than is needful to prepare them to make good farmers and mechanics, 
by apprenticeship. Neither is it our design to instruct them, while 
here, in the business they are to follow in after life. 

Our present plan is, to school, discipline, and morally and relig- 
iously instruct them, as a means of correcting their faults, and pre- 
paring them for apprenticeship ; and when they make choice of the 
kind of trade, or employment, they wish to follow, to indent them 
to persons of respectable character, in the country, away from their 
former corrupting influences. By this means, the good work, which, 
‘we may hope, has commenced here, will be carried out around the 

family fireside, while mingling with such associates as the good sense 
of the master may approve. 

In the management of the institution, we have ever felt a correct 
public sentiment, or feeling, among the pupils, to be highly necet 

sary. To this end, we have endeavored, as far as practicable, to 
render the school, in all its departments, as much unlike a prison a8 
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possible; to lead them to forget the past, and look forward with 
hope to the future. It is often the case, that a lad, who has mingled 
much with vice, feels himself forsaken by the virtuous ; that, though 
there may be opportunity for others to rise, for him, there is little 
or no hope, on account of his known bad character. Such need 
much encouragement,—much moral and careful training,—to bring 
into acfion the dormant energies of the mind, to lead them to put 
forth sufficient effort to overcome temptation. 

Every kind attention, and the tender treatment, which they may 
receive, from those who have the control of them, strikes a chord in 
their hearts, which calls into action their better feelings, and pre- 
pares them for receiving and appreciating the good counsel of the 
Instructor or master. 

The pupils are divided, as far as labor .is concerned, into three 
departments, viz., farming, mechanical, and domestic. During the 
summer, about one-fourth have been employed in our farming opera- 
tions,—one-fifth in the various domestic operations, which includes 
cooking, baking, washing, ironing, and the care of the douitories, 
school rooms, &c., and the remainder at some mechanical employ- i 

ment. jo 

We have made the labor on the farm a reward for good behavior, 
as far as practicable, by selecting those for farmers, whose good 
conduct merits our approbation, and by alternating from the shop to 
the farm, giving those usually employed in the shop or domestic 
department, an opportunity to labor a few days occasionally upon 
the farm. This has operated well,—affording an agreeable change <= 
inlabor. Their time for each day is divided, by devoting four hours > 
to instruction in school, in two sessions of two hours each 3 six hours’ *- 
to labor, in two sessions of three hours each; five and one-half hours 
to moral and religious instruction, recreation and miscellaneous * 
duties, and eight and one-half to sleep. = 

MH, 
The discipline of the institution has been a matter of great solici- 

tudes with no established system in operation, and with a very rapid 
Mcrease of the inmates, it has been more difficult to manage the in- 
stitution successfully, than will be the case hereafter. 

We adopt the grade system. This system consists of four grades, 
designated by the numerals 1, 2, 3, 4,—1 being the highest grade, 
When a boy enters the institution, he is placed in the third grade; 

if his conduct is bad, after admonition, he is degraded as a punish.  
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ment, to the fourth,—if good, after a proper time, he is promoted te 

the second; and should he continue to improve In his con a 

enters the first grade, but not until he has been in the schoo 

months. 

We also have a subdivision of the first grade, called are class of 

4 vhich indicates the highest Fr 
“Truth and Honor,’—a degree which in ; 

nown in the school. For punishment, we degrade from a higher 

to a lower, and for encouragement, promote from a lower to a higher 

ank. ‘T hese grades do not refer at all to intellectual progress, ut 

are confined to their moral standing entirely, and are applied to 

their conduct, not only in the school room, but in the shop, play- 

ground, and on the farm. 

This system, in our view, is a just one, as it places the fad where 

his daily standing must correspond with his characters * ch mus 

be the case in manhood, and which actually, thoug ze a form 

exists in society. Upon most boys, it has a much grea er e . tan 

the most severe corporal punishment. It leads them ° va ue be 

racter, as on this plan, his grade-number shows the charac 

standing that every boy sustains in the institution. 

Punishment for offences js not inflicted at the time of re com 

' mission, but in every department a record is made of a cases 

misdemeanor, also of all those worthy of commen ation, ane we 

; aeeount is setted in the presence of the boys every evening an net 

punishment is inflicted, reprimand given, or in slight cases , man 

of misdemeanor is recorded. From this record-book the era ‘s re 

reorganized weekly. Corporal punishment and confinemen A 

| flicted only in the fourth grade, and then only as a last resort. 

We depend much more upon appeals to reason, and pointing ot 

the consequences of alife of vice, than upon any punishment. ! ues 

more can usually be gained by kindness and appeals 10 conse 

than by any other means. Boys of this class genera y ave ‘at 

little self-respect, therefore great effort is made to lead t em to - 

spect themselves. To this end, we permit a boy to go to the ve 

lage;—to labor on any part of the farm unattended, &e., upon Bs 

pledge of returning promptly, and observing the regulations o he 

institution. Many have been permitted to do so, and not an ins an ° 

of a breach of trust in this respect, has occured, which argues § 0 e 

ly in favor of our system. Thus treated, they do not regard the 

selves as in the confinement of a prison; they become interested in 
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our affairs, and speak of our farm, our cattle, &c., as though they 

were interested in their proper management,~-which could not be 
the case if they considered themselves watched in every movement. 

We have sent out parties of boys to labor on distant parts of the 
farm, placing one of their number as monitor to direct in their work, 
and have realized much assistance in the labor of our farm by this 
plan. We daily send boys to the village, to mill, and to towns 
around us, on business. Some of those who were sent here for lar- 

ceny, have been trusted to pay and collect bills. 

Most of the carting of our supplies has been done by the boys, 
taking the entire charge of a two-horse team. Though our con- 
fidence has been generously bestowed, it hag, ever been rewarded by 
their faithfulness. We grant them many privileges for good conduct. 

School Department.—-The school department has been in the im- 
mediate charge of Rev. T. D. P. Stone, with four assistants. He 
remarks as follows: 

“One great object in arranging the details of the school room 
has been to secure the power and habits of attention to study,—to 
promote self-respect, and induce pupils to make efforts to gain the 
love, confidence and respect of others. 

“ The relative standing of pupils, as to mental culture, is desig- 
nated by four grades. These are divided, the two lowest into four 

classes; each of the others into three classes.”’ 

There has been some attention to declamation, singing, and 
writing, and a small class has recently commenced the study of alge- 
bra. The school is divided into two departments, accomodated in 
two large school rooms, with a recitation room connected with each. 

So far as employment is concerned, we have labored under great 
disadvantages; as we commenced the year with no established plan, 
and our shops were without tools. It soon became necessary to de- 
cide upon some mechanical employment, for those who could not 
profitably be employed on the farm. The selection of the business 
to be carried on in our shops, suitable for the boys, was a subject of 
much deliberation. It was thought advisable, on the whole, to open 
two shops; one to make and repair their clothes, bedding, &c., and 
another for manufacturing and closing boots and shoes. The ope- 

rations of both are herewith submitted.  
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Manufactured 8,082 pairs shoes, and closed 14,354 pairs boots and 

shoes. 

Amount received for shoes sold, 

“ « — closing boots and shoes, 

of work done for Institution, 

shoes now on hand, 

stock “ 

$840 01 

$2,831 72 

Expended for stock, during the year, $1,689 71 

“ tools, and furnishing shop,~-~-- 465 72 

“ wages and board of overseer,- 398 50 
a 

“ $2,553 93 

Deduct present value of tools, 372 58 

_—-——_ 2,181 35 
——_——_—- 

Balance in favor of shop,-~--- eereeeee $650 37 
—S—— 

The sewing shop has been managed by a matron, with one assist- 

ant. During the earlier part of the year, owing to the rapid increase 

of boys, and their want of experience in sewing, we were unable to 

make their clothing as fast as needed; consequently, were obliged 

to procure other assistance; but we hope hereafter, to be able to 

furnish all necessary clothing. In this shop, we have usually placed 

the smallest boys. 

The following statement, we gather from the matron’s monthly 

reports, showing what has been accomplished in this department. 

Made 326 pillow-cases, 

* 204 pillows, 

412 “suspenders, “ 230 bed spreads, 

243 “ socks, “ 26 towels, 

225 aprons, “ 2 curtains, 

48 handkfs. hemmed, 400 pairs socks run, 

718 shirts, 261 knit jackets finished, 

222 hats bound, Repaired 1108 jackets, 

234 blankets bound, «4681 pairs pants, 

412 sheets, “ 1068 “ socks, 

260 bed-ticks, “ 1417 “ — shirts. 

Made 331 jackets, 
“632 pairs pants,   
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Farm.—Much of the labor of those employed 
been performed on permanent improvements. Yedon the farimy has 

We have also devoted attenti i Ve h ¢ ention to preparing the ground f 
cultivation on and vegetables for the market The oys have 
entered into the labors of the farm with much al i ty. Dari 
early part of the season, thei nparativ vortblese, T » their labor was comparativel 

owing to their want of experience; b 4 vie great ak h ; but they have made great ad- 
vancement in the knowledge of agricultural pursuits, and many of 
them, under the kind care of them, under e of the steward, have become very useful 

he g e n T followin statement is submitted, showing the result of our 

Number of days work, 7447}, 3146 of which have been expend- 
ed on the several improv immedi oo provements not immediately connected with the 

37 tons English a7 ton aglish hay, valued at $1 °° per ton, $444 00 

10 “ corn fodder, 5 00 
5 “ oat straw, 6 00 

821 bushels potatoes, 50 bushel 
470 “ corn 75 « , 
150 “ oats 42 

4} rye 1 00 
1 dry pease 2 00 
9 dry beans 1 50 

37 English turnips, 20 
300 Swedish “ 20 
98 beets 25 

329 carrots 25 
2500 pumpkins valued at 
2398 lbs. pork “ 
397 Ibs. veal “ 

1155 Ibs. beef “ 5 

300 cabbages 
6641 gallons milk, “ 
582 Ibs. butter “ 20 per pound,- 
60 cords of wood 4 50 per vcord : 

Garden vegetables, winter squashes, &c., : 

7% per pound,-- 
6 “ce 

11 per gall  
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Health.—The health of our family has been remarkable. There 

has been no case of sickness of any importance, except the measles, 

and the disorders consequent upon it. 

once a week, ina 
All are required to bathe their entire persons, 

or oftener in the 
bath of about blood heat, in winter, and as often, 

‘pond in summer. This, together with regular habits of diet, out- 

door exercise and general contentment, has tended to give us good 

health. At the date of this report, there is not one of the three hun- 

dred and ten boys connected with our family, who is unable to at- 

tend regularly to his labor and school daties. There has not been a 

case requiring the aid of a physician, for more than five months. 

f which has been furnished through 
We have a small library, most o 

ateful ack- 
the benevolence of individuals, to whom we render our gr 

nowledgments. 

Besides the books received, we have been favored by the kindness 

with a weekly 
of the editors and conductors of newspapers and others, 

supply of papers, which have given our youthful family much pleas- 

ure. 

The boys read them with interest; besides imparting much useful 

information, they divert the mind of the boy from his past vicious 

course. He learns what is transpiring in the world, and their influ- 

ence on his character tends to prepare him to be a good citizen. 

Religious Exercises and Sabbath School.—The principal of the 

school, is also the chaplain. Our religious services consist of morn- 

ing and evening prayers in the school rooms, and on the Sabbath, 

two regular services, and Sabbath school in the chapel. 

Much interest has been manifested in the Sabbath school. About 

twenty teachers from the congregations in our vicinity, have kindly 

volunteered their services. We regard the Sabbath school as a val- 

uable auxiliary in the work in which we are engaged. 

WILLIAM R. LINCOLN, 
Superintendent. 

  

ime gs 
Pree 7 

No, 198. ] 

House or RerorMaTION, 
So. Boston, January 22d, 1850 

wey be To Jouxn D. Russ, M. D., 

Cor. Sec. Pris, Ass’n, N. Y. “NX 
bh Dear Sir: Yours of the 15th inst. was duly received and should 
pave fommanded earlier attention had not important business pre- 
te ed. To its contents I would reply, that the institution occupies 

. west wing of the building that was originally erected for its 
sole use. This wing is about 54 ft. by 45, and is three stories high 
The third story contains the sleeping apartments of the boys which 
is 41 ft. by 25}, and 21 ft. high, having three tiers of dormitories 
on the east side, each dormitory being 7 ft. by 44 and 7 ft. high 
and being separately ventilated. Those boys who cannot be secom. 
otated in the dormitories; occupy bunks in the body of the apartment. 

e second story contains the school room, which is 41 ft. by 254 
and 103 fi. high, a wardroom, in which the boys’ clothes are ke t, 
and a hospitalroom. The first story contains the dining room and 
a play room which was formerly used as a workshop. The base 
ment contains the washing and bathing apparatus which is very con- 

renient. The boys are required to wash their faces and hands at 
east three times a day, and oftener if necessary; to bathe their 

entire persons, certainly once a week in a warm bath in winter and 
” the sea in summer. The remaining rooms in the wing, not men- 
toned above, are used as private rooms for the officers and for gene- 

Fe rposes. The workshop is a separate building about sixty feet 
fen he main dullding and is 0 i by 30 and 10 ft. high, being 

. from the level of the i 
opportunity for the boys to play under it vey weather ™ 

Since the year 1841, at which time the institution ceased to be 
entirely independent establishment, and became a department of the 

House of Iadustry, its concerns have been so intimately connected 
wi those of that institution, that it is impossible to give a per 
eelly accurate estimate of its gross expenses or the expense of each 
oy. The making, mending, washing and ironing of the clothes 

and also the baking are done at the House of Industry. , 

There are in the immediate charge of the boys thre 
first, whose duty it is to teach the school patton te the vreneral 
interests of the boys, receives 500 dolls. and his board. The second 
who has charge of the workshop, and renders such other assistance 
as is necessary, receives 350 dolls. and his board. The third, who  
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sleeps with the boys and superintends the domestic work, &c., re- 

ceives 240 dolls, and his board. This class of boys needs constant 
supervision, the mere presence of an officer being sufficient to pre- 
vent what a dozen could not remedy; consequently we make it a 

point to have an officer with them all the time. 

There are now in the institution 46 boys between the ages of 10 
and 17, three of whom are colored. Five only were born of Amer- 
ican parents Our number is quite small on account of most of the 
commitments for a year past having been made to the State school 
at Westboro. We have accommodations for about 80 boys, and the 
same number of officers that we have now would be sufficient to 
manage them. 

All the boys are required to labor six hours a day; those who are 
capable of being engaged in the manufacture of men’s, women’s and 
children’s light shoes, of which they made during the year ending 
Nov. 30t , 1849, 65,022 prs, yielding the institution, $1,084.10. 
Those who on account of age are not able to make shoes, are em- 
ployed in knitting, and at domestic work; the knitters have made 240 
prs. of socks. There are also about 50 acres of land connected with 
the establishment, upon which the boys are required to labor during 
the summer, as their services are needed, performing the lighter kinds 
of work. I consider this and also the cultivation of flowers, as mat- 
ters of much importance to this class of boys; they are exceedingly 
beneficial to their health, contributing to their enjoyment, and have 
a tendency to cherish a love of nature, and thereby refine and elevate 
their tastes and feelings. 

Most of the boys are committed for petty larcenies, others for 
stubborness, vagrancy, &c. They are committed for no specified 
time, but when it is deemed expedient they are indented to trades in 
the country. As to the time that the boys should remain before 
being apprenticed, it should not be limited, but should be left to the 
discretion of those having immediate charge of them; for some, one 
year and even less is sufficient, others need two, three and four, and 
it would be well for others to spend their lives in sucha place, though 
it would not be best for the school. 

A system of grades or classes, founded upon the daily conduct of 
the boys, is the principal means employed in maintaining proper dis- 
cipline; the higher grades being granted certain privileges which are 
denied the lower. The punishments inflicted upon boys in the higher, 
are generally, bad marks and loss of grade; in the lower, deprivation 
of play, feruling on the hand and confinement. 
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They rise at 5 o’clock and retire at 83, throughout the year. Six hours are devoted to labor, 4 to school, and 5} to religious exercises (which consist in reading of the scriptures and prayer, morning and evening,) incidental duties and recreation, 

On the sabbath we have one regular religious service and a sab- bath school, in which instruction is given to the boys by teachers from churches of various denominations in the city. 

The boys usually enjoy remarkable health: th has b 
death for about three years. f Mere Des een bat one 

Though there are exceptions, 
us turn out well, and afford amp 
important work. ‘ 

Respectfully yours, 
FRIEND CRANE, Sup’t Ho. of In. and Ref. 

By Jas. O. Brown, Teacher of Ho. Ref. 

yet the majority of those who leave 
le encouragement to laborers in this 

House or Reruce, New-York. 

Report. 

The whole number of children received into the 
since its establishment in 1824, is, 

The whole number in the House on 
1849, was, --~.-----020---00. 

There was received during the year, 

House of Refuge 

the first day of January, 
tte rece e ween eee 355 

Making a total for 1849, of- 
The number remaining on the Ist Jan. 1850, is 

Leaving the number disposed of during the year 1849,- - 

_ About two years since, the managers applied for a participation in the public school money, which was granted. 

The expense of instructors, recitation rooms, 
1s about equal to the apportionment made for 
Board of Education. 

books and Stationery, 
their support, by the 

The boys are placed under the charge of contractors, 
s 

who emplo them, part in making cane-seat maple chairs, ing and others in making  
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pocket-books, razor strops, spectacle cases and goods of a similar 

description, thus acquiring a trade which may be useful to them in 

after life; their labor produces 11} cents per day. 

The girls are employed in making shirts, washing and mending 

for the boys, and with the large family in the house, after deducting 

the hours they are in school, say from 4 to 4} hours, gives them full 

employment. 

Thus far, this institution has continued prosperously to carry on the 

great work of reformation; and the question now presents itself, in 

what way can the operations of this society be extended and its use- 

fulness more generally promoted? This subject has been heretofore 

referred to, and it may not be out of place again to direct attention 

to it. The premises we now occupy, are not adequate to our present 

wants, no definite classification can be maintained——no proper dis- 

tinction established between the children; and the want of sufficient 

accommodations by which these desirable benefits could be secured, 

has been severely felt by the managers, and during the past summer, 

the board were obliged to close their doors, and refuse to receive 

those who were the proper subjects of the Refuge; while other in- 

stitutions, having in view the same objects which we are endeavor- 

ing to accomplish, have been liberally provided for in these respects, 

this institution, the most important of all, is left with the same pro- 

vision originally made for its use. 

The ladies committee continue to manifest the same interest in the 

welfare, and to bestow the same careful supervision over the inmates 

as formerly. This department, under these favorable auspices, warmly 

merits the approbation of the friends of the institution. 

Physician’s Report. 

The deaths were as follows: One from typhus fever, two from 

consumption, one from disease of the heart, one from diarrhoea, one 

from tabes mesenterica, and three from cholera. Of these, five were 

girls and four boys. 

During the first six months of the year, the health of the inmates 

of the Refuge was unusually good; a few only of the diseases in 

dent to children having occurred among them, and those of a ml 

character, with the single exception of a very malignant case of ty- 

phus fever, which terminated fatally on the 28th of June. 
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During the year, more than four hundred patients were admitted © 
into the hospitals; this number of course included all the cases of 
relapse, and the different times each individual entered the hospital; 
besides there were many prescribed for with bowel complaints, who 
were not included in the hospital reports. More than four-fifths of 
allthe “patients were attacked with bowel complaints, varying in 
form from a simple diarrhoea, to the most aggravated stage of cho- 
lera asphyxia. 

Some twenty cases of fever, and a few of dysentery succeeded the 
cholera, some of which were severe and difficult of cure, but fortu- 
nately, none of them proved fatal. Sitnultaneously with the fevers 
three very severe cases of purpura occurred, which very reluctantly 
yielded to treatment, and the patients got well. 

About twenty cases of ophthalmia also occurred, which have all 
been cured. 

Teacher’s Report of Boy’s School. 

Nearly every child has been taught to read and write, to spell and 
define; and the great majority of them, enough of arithmetic and 

geography, for tLe ordinary concerns of life. 

From some cause, to us unknown, the great mass of children com- 
mitted the past year, have been unusually ignorant. Whilst the 
means of education are increasing, and schools are multiplying in 
every direction, we ought to look for different results. 

Our numbers are chiefly made up of two classes, truants from other 
schools, and newly arrived foreigners. 

The former have frequently attended seven or eight different schools 
each a few days or weeks, and then “ played the truant” twice as 
long, and sought another school. 

The latter having just asrived upon our shores, and finding no | 
friendly hand to lead them to our schools, or procure for them em- “\_ 

ployment, mingle in the streets with the most depraved part of our 
juvenile population. 

Every year brings us fresh assurances, that the instructions given 

here, are appreciated in after life, and attended with an incalculable 

amount of good. 

|Assembly, No. 198.] 18  



         

  

    274 [AssemaLY 

The institution of the House of Refuge, in its educational depart- 
ment, is, in every sense of the word, “a Manual Labor School,” 

where are called into vigorous exercise the physical, intellectual and 
moral faculties. No one of these is cultivated at the expense of the 
other two, nor any two of them at the expense of the remaining one; 
but all harmoniously together. 

It is easy to see that we might make strong and robust constitu- 
tions, without in anv way reforming the children, and saving them 
to their friends and society. And it is equally obvious that if all 

} were done that could be done to cultivate the physical and intellect- 
” ual powers together, it would only make them skillful, cunning, and 
7 wise to plan, and strong to execute their plans of villainy. 
» 

L Teacher’s Report of Girls’ School. 

a The number of girls at present in the female department is 70. 
% Of these do not know the Alphabet,--------------+---- eeeee 8 

» spell and read words of four letters,------------ a) 
~» . 
L read in easy lessons, ----- tec een eee ene nee --- 16 
3 read in books generally, ----------------+-------- 26 
2 read well,------------- wee ceee wa nen nent eee eens 16 
a 

5 

Forty-five write on paper, and all receive instruction in outline 

geography. The girls have committed to memory the past year, 
14,580 verses of scripture, and have repeated 832 Hymns. 

; The Society for the Reformation of Juvenile Delin'uents, in account 
with Joshua S. Underhill, Trensuer. 

Dr. 
31849, Jan. 3, To cash paid for food and provisions,......-.++ «+ ee neeees 

   

      

  

$9,431 32 
Salaries of superintendents, matrons, teachers, 

physician, chaplain and assistants,....... + +s 5,902 67 

Clothing for the children,........++.+ eteeeeveceee 2,889 11 
bo Furniture, beds and bedding, ......... sereceens 1, 074 35 
Ey Building and repairs, becca erce een eeenee see 1,630 67 

; Fuel and light,........... teas ecetesseeene . 1,688 98 

School expenses, books and stationery, . 50 60 

Horses, carts, carriages and stable expenses,...- 485 44 

Hospital expenses and medicines,.........+ 304 29 

Printing annual report, .....-....005 on 19 16 

Blank books, printing, and postage,.. 175 08 
Returning children to friends, and outfits to boys 

going to sea, &c.,. a 

Care of committee room, teens ceeees 

Unsurance, ...ccccccccccncsercsaseees we 

Paid over to finance committee,.......... 

  

—_— 
951 33 Jan. 1, 1850. To balance due the cociety,........6.essececaes 
—S 
$25,479 13 
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Cr. 
1849, Jan. 3, By balances due the society, from last year’s account, $362 02 Cash from contractors, for the labor of the ehildren,.... 7,978 13 From Comptroller of the State, ......,..... 8, 000 00 seeeenes & 

     

  

Corporation of the city of New. 
fund, ...... ese 

Board of Education, 
Theatre and circus licences, 

-Nork from excise 

  

    

      

     

  

tera eteee To newer ences 

     

  

$25,479 13 

          

The whole number of children received into th 
since its establishment in 1825, is 4,663. © House of Refuge 

    
The number of children in the 

1850, was as follows, viz: 

White boys, ---.-----..8 

    institution on the Ist of January, 

       

        
          

    

      

  

White gil lle eteeteeseeesteees 288 Colored boys, -----.-- vee eee eeeee weceeel lee woe, oT 8 Colored girls, -----..-....., wee eee eee eee vee teeneeeee, % 

   
338      

   
    

    

  Parentage of 247 white children received during the year 1849 
American, -------..- To sea eee tree nese 
English, ---------. 200000000002. we ceeaeceeee va 
Trish, ------2-22--20-0-02.. 

          

     
PTT eee ee eee eee eee ee 

    

    
   

   

        

    

Americans 69, Foreigners 178, total,---..+.... 247 

    

    
Ages of 266 children received during the year 1849.      

    

   

    

     
   

  

    

   

     

   

    
   
   

   
   

      

    

   
    

     

   

      
    

   
    

     

   

       
    

     

   

  

é were 8 years | old, 158 brought forward. 
9 52 were 15 years old. ba : 10 “ 29 “16 «6 1 11 “ 16 “ 17 ad 33 “a 12 “ 8 ee 18 “ 35 “ 13 & 2 6“ 19 rz 

53 “ 14 “ i ce 20 “ 

158 carried forward. 266 
Average age, 13 years 9 months and 27 days.
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Employment of the Children. 

During the year, the boys have been employed in working from the 

rough plank, chair seat frames, and filling them with cane prepare 

by the children, and in manofacturing daguereotype cases, spectacle 

cases, razor strops, pocket books and other articles. 

The boys make and mend all the shoes ; and the washing, making 

and mending for the whole family, is done by the children. 

Matron’s Report of work done in the Female House during the year 

9 

Frocks made, 146 

Shirts “ 707 

Aprons “ ae 
Skirts “ 8 

Chemises made, 17 

Sheets “ 323 

Comfortables made, 

Quilts “ 

Pillow cases “ 
Suspenders 
Bed ticks “ 
Rollers ‘ 
Towels, “ 

Spreads 

Handkerchiefs hemmed, 
Iron holders made, 

Loose gowns made, 
Comfortable covers made, 

Mattresses covered, 

Curtains made, setts, 
Stockings run, pairs, 

Shocs bound, 

Garments repaired, 

Stockings 
Pieces washed, 

“ 

Western House or Reruce, 
Rochester, Jan. 28, 1850. 

To Joun D. Russ, M. D., 
Cor. Sec. Pris. Ass'n. ; 

Dear Sir: Your favor of the 15th inst. was duly received, and I 

have great pleasure in answering your several inquiries. 

  

loi? 
ia Y 
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The “ Western House of Refuge” was opened for the reception of 
boys on the lith day of August last. 

The law establishing the House, authorises the managers to make 
provisicn for the reception of girls; but no such provision has as 
yet béen made and probably will not be until after additional build- 
ings shall have been erected for boys. 

The institution is beautifully located near the banks of the Gen- 
esee river, about one mile north of the city, on an eminence com- 

manding a fine view of the city, the surrounding country and Lake 
Ontario. 

There are 423 acres of excellent land attached, 10 of which are 
devoted to pasturage, 28 acres are enclosed with a stockade fence, 
10 ft. in height, and are designed to be cultivated by the inmates, 
and 4% acres are enclosed witha stone wall 20 feet high. 

Within this latter enclosure are all the buildings except the barn, 
and the grounds are handsomely laid out in vegetable and flower 
gardens, walks and play grounds, and ornamented with trees and 
shrubbery. 

The original plan of the House embraces a centre building 86 by 
60 feet, 3 stories high and basement, with two wings in an oblong 
direction, each 148 feet long by 32 feet wide, 2 stories high and 

basement, except the extremes, which terminate in towers 37 feet 
square, 3 stories high. The whole when completed will form a front 
of 382 feet in length, to which lateral wings may be added when 
required. 

Of the foregoing plan only the centre building and one wing are 
completed. (Enclosed I send you a lithograph on a small scale, 
showing the front elevation.) 

Centre Building.—The centre building is divided by a central hall 
15 feet in width, with lateral halls 10 feet wide, communicating 

with the wings. 

The basement embraces a kitchen and dining room for the’ super- 
intendent, a kitchen and dining room for subordinate officers, and a 
general kitchen for cooking and washing for the inmates. The lat- 

ter is furnished with a 5 horse power steam boiler and cooking and 
washing apparatus of the most approved kind, together with a 3  
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horse power engine for elevating water to the 4th story, which wits 

out further addition is sufficient to do the work for a family of 20 

inmates. 

From a tank of 2500 galls., in the fourth story, the water 1s 

plumbed in every direction where its use is required. 

The Ist floor contains the office and manager’s room, with rooms 

for the superintendent’s family. 

The 2d floor embraces two large rooms for the sick, and creeping 

he 3d floor is a chape ee 
artments for the officers. And ont al 

square which will seat 500 persons. Rooms for the sick will be 
, 

provided in the new wing to be erected. 

¥ ‘ ‘i braces a washing and 
Wing.—-The basement of the wing emorace 

bathing room for the boys, 32X68 feet, with pipes and corks ee 

distributed that each can wash under a running stream, “a alto 

furnished with a plunging bathing pool of the capacity of 5000 galls. 

and a shower bath. 
. a? 

On the same floor are an ironing and drying room, tailors shop, 

shoe shop and store rooms. 

The Ist floor embraces the dining room and school and recitation 

rooms. 

The 2d floor contains the dormitories for the boys: These are 7 

vi ilings; they are arrange im two tiers 
feet square with 7 feet cei ; Bed in iiath 

i i i d separated by a ha ee 
either side of the wing, ap t Coe een narrow 

sno the whole length of the wing. “ac as a nat 
sae ton extending from the floor to the ceiling, rendering it “ight, 

Sty nd pleasant. Each has a 4 inch ventilating flue which can be 

opened of shut! at pleasure and all the doors of the cells are of open 

ornamental iron work. 

The hall between the dormitories is lighted from the roof, and 

ventilated by Espy’s cowles. 

1 > 

The building throughout is warmed and ventilated by “ Bull’s hot 

air and ventilating furnaces.” 

Each wing when completed is designed to accommodate 109 in- 

ai 
mates. 
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Since the opening of the House, there have been received 40 
white and 3 colored boys, none of whom have been indentured or 
otherwise disposed of. 

The offences for which they were committed are burglary and lar- 
ceny, 16; petit larceny, 17; grand larceny, 3; vagrancy, 5; arson 1; 
forgery, 1. 

Their parentage is as follows, viz: American 23, Irish 13, French 
2, German 1, Welsh 1, culored 3. 

They are all committed to the care of the managers during their 
minority; the managers having power to bind them out at their dis- 
cretion. 

They vary in age from 10 to 18 years; the average being 14 

years and 6 months; 18 years is the extreme at which they can be 
committed, 

All, except a few who are required for the domestic work of the 
house, are actively employed in the mauufacture of cane chair seats. 
In the summer season a large number will be employed in the garden 
and on the farm. Those who labor in the shops are under contract 
at 11 cts. per day for each. 

The time the inmates will be detained before being apprenticed, 
will depend much on their general character and conduct; the aver- 
age time will be from 18 mos. to 2 years. 

For modes of punishment see ‘‘rules and regulations.” The last 
resort is by corporal infliction; and this has only been required in 
two cases since the opening of the House; two large boys for des- 
perate attempts to escape, they were punished on the posterior with 
an ordinary sized rattan. 

The general health of the inmates Is good, only 2 having been 
Confined to their beds by indispasition and these only for a few days. 

There are no cases of insanity among us, and no case of masturba- 
tion to our knowledge. 

All are required to take a plunging bath twice during the week. 
All attend school 33 hours per day, and church and sunday school 
on the sabbath.  
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As a generat thing they seem contented and happy, as well at 

theic work as during the hours of recreation; but for “ results,” we 

must wait till the institution has been longer in operation. 

their Salaries-—Superintenden
t, $1,500; 

assistant superintendent, $700; teacher, $600; steward and wife 

together, $300; gate keeper, $200; farmer, $250; gardener, $150; 

$200; chaplain, $250; tailoress, $8 per mo., and all are 

re of the House, that is such food as is provided for 

No. of Officers and 

physician, 

entitled to the fa 

the inmates. 
T am yours, very respectfully, 

SAM’L S. WOOD, 

Supt W. H. of Refuge. 

House or Rervce oF PHILADELPHIA. 

In the department for white children, the average number of male 

inmates for the year has been 174, of female inmates 42, total 216, 

being. a larger number than in any year since the institution has 

been in operation. 

Below is given a tabular statement of the number of males and of 

females committed in each year since the opening of the House; 

together with the average age of those committed, and the average 

number of inmates in each of the years for which the information 

could readily be procured, 

The number of commitments here given do not include those re- 

turned to the institution after having been indentured or having 

escaped. 

s com- Average Girls Average age Average Average num- 

itted. age of com- of girts when number of of female in- 

boys when mited. committed. mate in- mates during 

committed. 
mates dur- the year. 
ing the year. 

For the year. Boy: 
m! 

1828, ee Bow 

1929, -13L we BB 
re 1830, 

wees vs 

1831, st ww SA bees - 

1832, gow.) BT es sees i 

1833, BT ww At woes . 

1834, 1 0n 8Ds ceee - 
euee ee 

1835, g2 14 2) 14 

4 
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1836, 55 1388 29 ~)=«(143 
1837, 73° 131 30 141 : 
1838, 87 134 44 i 
1839, 1 3h 54 14 a .. 
1840, 66 14 293 143 le .. 
1841, 80 133 39 1B we . 
1842, 61 14 39 WB 1003 55 
1848, 69 132 33 914 994 522 
1844, 144 35 14 109 56. 

; 1000842 898 124 5 
1846, "3 138 31d 144 30 
1847, i‘ 4 2404 149 46 
1848; » 14), 34 Wt 163 43 

; 139 «13 88)—i4B 174 42 

By an inati ceived ny examination of the above tabular statement, it will be per- 

has rapidly oer ver of boys committed, within the last few years 

subjected to nerease L. It cannot be doubted, that the fear of bein , 

and salut , iscipline of this institution has exerted a po g 

alutary influence on the rising generation of our soma. 

The greatest number i of male inmates at a i i 
past year, was 196; of female inmates, 50. Ay one time during the 

Dori . 
: Daring pe past year, the imates have been blessed with health i 
aren “a e degree; but one case of serious indisposition occur od 

ne e year. This case, which terminated fatally, in the m nth 
vanglencne o that of a boy recently admitted, and the disease. 

rysipelas—was of a character t abt 7 1 sipel o leav i 
that it existed in his system at the time of his adinission Nile doubt 

The mechanical ‘sui i m m n pursuits which give 1 hee g employment to th ys i 

me workshops, are the manufacture of razor strops, cane whale im 
umbrella furniture, and book binding. The earnings of th oye, a € jOys, 

for labor doze during th vente par tae g the past year, amount to $6,356.54 or 113, 

Th i sche ees made by the pupils both of the boys’ and of the girls’ 
| r studies, which embrace the eleme 

an English education, has been satisfactory to the boned Pranches of



282 | AssemEry 

The libraries have received an addition of more than 800 well- 
selected volumes, through the liberality of a number of our fellow 
citizens, including most of the principal publishers and booksellers 
of our city. They acknowledge the kindness of the officiating clergy 
of different religious denominations in voluntarily officiating at the 
House on the sabbath; also to express their thanks to the sunday 
school teachers, who have so faithfully labored for us. 

The labors of the ladies’ committee in the female department 
have been conducted, as heretofore, in the spirit of love. 

From the tenor of letters received from the masters of former in- 

mates, now under indenture, the board feel assured that the discipline 
of the institution has not lost its beneficial influence. They believe, 
however, that, could a larger proportion of those indentured be 
placed at a distance from the city, and the evil associations connect- 
ed therewith, still more favorable results might be realized. 

A friend of the institution presented to it the sum of $1,600, to 
be invested as a permanent fund, the interest to be applied to the 
purchase of medals, and such other presents for the inmates as may 
be deemed suitable rewards for good conduct and incentives to im- 
provement. 

Cost of support including provisions, salaries, fuel and clothing is 
92 dollars and 10 cents per head. 

Report of the Superintendent of the White Department. 

The number admitted from Jan. 1, 1849, to Jan. 1, 1850, is as 
follows, viz: 158 boys, 45 girls, total 19S. 

Discharged: boys 126, girls 36, total 162. 

Remaining in the institution, Jan. Ist, 1850; boys 185, girls 49, 
total 234. 

93 were committed on complaint, and by request of the parents 
or nearest friends. 

Those admitted during the year were born as follows: In the city 
and county of Philadelphia, 90; in other counties of Pennsylvania, 
18; New-York, 10; Ohio, 1; New Jersey, 5; South Carolina, 1; 
Delaware, 1; Vermont, 1; Massachusetts, 1; District of Columbia, 

1; England, 8; Holland, 1; Ireland, 17; Germany, 8; Italy, 1; 
Wales, 1; remainder not known. 
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The average age of boys, when admitte girls, 142, 

The boys are employed at— 
Bookbinding, 

Cane Seals, &c., 
Making umbrella stretchers 

; “razor Strops, ’ 
Miscellaneous, 

In the Bindery.—Comly’s spelling book 
English Reader, 
Pike’s Arithmetic, 
Primers, 

Almanacs, 

In Cane Shop—Cane shaved, Ibs. 
Seats made,---.. : 
Chairs caned, 

Settees < 
“made and caned, 

Bonnet reeds made, gro 

tn Umbrella Shop—Stretchers made, Ibs 

Paper boxes made, 

Work done by Girls—Jackets made, ---.- 
Pants, ---.... 
Shirts, 

9 Tt wee 

og7 Mme wee ell, 

doz,,-+--. . 

d, was about 134 years; 

Copies bound,-- - 57,518 

“ --~ 2104 
ae 500 

- 165,192 
-- 65,872 

4,680 

905 

weeee teeceese. 197,397 

14,000 
29,000 

416 
47) 
625 
159 
137 

410 

625 
194   

 



  

  

o
p
”
 

g
e
s
t
 

yo
 
f
r
a
t
e
t
 

AO
D 

LB F
L
A
T
 

    

284 { AssEMBLY 

Report of the Teacher of the Boys’ School. 

The school of the male department consists of two general classes) 

namely: the first and second divisions, which are subdis “ ‘y Ne 

first into six classes, the second into three. The classes . ane 

the first division have completed and reviewed Goldsmith’s History 

of England and Goodrich’s History of the United States. 

Class 3 has nearly completed the above mentioned works. 

The following tables exhibit the general standing of 153 received 

and 126 discharged: 

When admitted. When discharged. 

8 30 
ad well,----+- ett 7777 

Those who could re wes Sn ua 3 30 

“ imperfectly, ----+--* 32 43 

“ a little,-----+---7
7° 99 20 

“ pronounce monosy)ables- - - - 30 8 

“ repeat the alphabet,-------
> 22 

“ were ignorant of the alphabet,- - 16 

Arithmetical. 

Those advanced beyond the compound rules, 10 25 

“ “ division, ---+-°7777 
20 30 

“ acquainted with the simple rules,--+- 6 30 

“ “ subtraction, -----7-- 

“ “ addition, ----*7°77? 
19 WW 

«ignorant of addition, ---crsse torte 61 10 

Geographical and Historical. 

Those variously acquainted with geography, ae 102 

« having no knowledge of ; 7 3 

«  yariously acquainted with history,--- 17 49 

“« having no knowledge of «2... §=186 

Girls’ School. 

The present number of pupils is fifty; thirty-four of whom hav 

been received during the past year. Seven of those, when admit : 

could read well; nine could read a little; six could spell wort se 

two, three and four letters; and twelve did not know the alphabet. 

They are divided into four classes. 

  
+ ernable tempers, and others for want of friends and home. 
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We have lately received an addition to our valuable library, and 
it now contains upwards of 800 volumes. The children are fond of 
reading, and those who cannot read well are equally desirous to re- 
ceive books. 

The greater number of those admitted during the past year were 

very illiterate and destitute of moral training; while, on the other 

hand, we have some intelligent girls, who might have done honor to 
the family circle had their tempers been watched over and their 
morals cared for in the days of infancy. Owing to this neglect of 
parents and guardians, the poor children find it no easy task to do 
that which is right; nevertheless, I had not during the past year, 
occasion to record one deliberate act of disobedience. They are, in 
general, kind and obliging, and often express thelr gratitude for the 
instruction they receive. All manifest a desire to improve, and not a 
few have exceeded my expectations. 

Philadelphia, January 21st, 1850. 
J. S. Russ, M. D. 

Dear sir—your letter dated 15th inst. was received this morning, 
making inquiries relative to our institution, for your annual report. 
Some of your questicns are out of my power to answer, as our esta- 

blishment has been in operation but three weeks. However, as many 
as can be answered, you will find below. 

What No. of inmates? 35. What color? 26 full negroes, 9 mix- 
ed; 3 females They are all born of American parents, full blood 
natives, comritted until of age, boys 21, girls 18 years, committed 
for larceny, immoralities, such as absconding, disobedience, ungov- 

At pre~ 
sent the only trade they work at, is making umbrella stretchers. They 
cannot be bound out until they are thoroughly reformed, and then not 
within 25 miles of their homes. 

We have at present but six officers, our employment being light, 
they are as follows: 

Superintendent, $700, house accommodations, fuel and lights, 

horse and wagon, cow and garden, equal to about $1,200 per annum. 

Assistant superintendent, salary $400, and board and washing, he is 
teacher of the boy’s school. Matron, salary $500, board and wash- 

ing. Assistant matron, who is also nurse $300, with board and 
washing. Teacher of girls’ school, salary $200, mith board and 

washing. Doorkeeper, salary $144, with board and washing.
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Our enclosure embraces 24 acres, employed as gardens and play 

grounds. Cannot answer your next, viz: “ What is the annual ex- 

pense of each child, &c.?”? as we are not yet one month old. The 

dimensions of the building and its arrangement, I will give you at 

the close of this letter. The result of our labors we cannot answer; 

we expect to keep them one year before indenturing. Our mode of 

punishment is moral suasicn; for light offences, such as talking in 

the ranks, at the table, &c., put the boy on No. 4, that is we de- 

prive him of play for a certain time, or give him bread and water 

in presence of the boys at meals. For grosser offences, such as 

swearing, lying, or insubordination by violence, confine him in his 

cell with only two blankets and bread and water twice a day. Our 

best boys are promoted to class No. 1; kept entirely apart from No. 

2, not allowed any communication. We do not expect to use cor- 

poreal punishment-—I do not say we will not. The inward police 

is entirely in the hands of the superintendent. They are received 

between the ages of 8 and [8 years. Their health is good, no in- 

sanity or masturbation. 

Sleep 82 hours; at school 43; at work 6 hours, if unruly and in- 

active 7} hours; at meals, washing and dressing, 24 hours; at play, 

reading or working for wages, 2} hours. 

Our bath or wash house is under the shop, which is a two story 

brick building 50 by 40 feet; at each end we have twenty cocks 

emptying in a trough for daily washing of hands and face. The 

pool is thirty-five by thirty feet, four feet deep. In summer bathe 

daily; cold weather twice and sometimes thrice a week, the water 

heated by steam. The whole waste water from every part of the 

building is carried off by a reservoir emptying into the Schuylkill 

river. Our cooking is all done by steam. The whole house heated 

by furnaces, but will in course of time be heated by steam. The 

sexes are entirely separate, and not allowed to see each other, not 

even in the chapel, the girls occupying the gallery, and the boys 

seated below them. There is a complete separation of sex. 

Our boys work well in the shops, and the superintendent of the 

work, says they work more regularly and learn in less time than the 

white boys, at the old refuge. 

We cannot tell what will be the annual expense of each boy— 

they are ambitious to learn, their prominent fault is loquacity; they 

appear cheerful and happy, nor have we heard one express a desire 
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to go away, but on the contrary they wish to remain. I have sent 
you the last year’s report. I have so much to attend to at present 
that I must ask your indulgence for the sad appearance of this letter. 

And remain yours truly, 

THOS. W. SUMMERS. 
Superintendent House of Re Col February 1, 1260, of Refuge Colored Department. 

COUNTY PRISONS. 

Orrice or Prison Association, 15 Centre Sr., 
; : New-York, Feb. 4th, 1850. 

Dear Sir: The neglected condition of county prisons throughout the 
State of New-York, has stimulated the Prison Association to endeavor 
to procure information in relation to other States, that they may be 
better enabled to advise remedial measures in their own. I have 
therefore, taken the liberty to invite your attention to the followin . 
enquiries, and ask an early reply to such of them as you may have 

it in your power to answer, viz: The number of prisoners admitted 
during the year, designating sex, color, crimes and sentences. The 
number of temporary commitments, or commitments for examination 
only. The cost of support, under separate heads, as food, fuel 
clothing and salaries, &c. The income of labor, specifying the av- 
erage number engaged at each different trade or employment, and the 
proceeds of each. How large a portion of your prisoners ‘work at 
all. Do those simply detained for trial work? Is work compulso 
on them? What conveniences for bathing? Do prisoners bathe at 
stated times? How are your prisons heated? How ventilated? Do 
they eat in their cells or a public table?’ Number of cases of dis- 
ease, lunacy or death, recommitments. Answers to any or all of 
these enquiries, with such other information as you may have it in 
your power to communicate, will be most thankfully received by 

Yours, very respectfully, 

JOHN D. RUSS, 

Cor. Sec. Pris. Assoe’n. 
To the Keepers of New London, Middlesex, Fairfield, New Haven 

Windham, Hartford and Tolland County Pris., Conn and 
Albany Co. Pen’y. , °  
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ALBany County Peet 

February 18, 1850. 

My dear Sir: Your faver of the 18th was duly received, and I 

herewith hand you extracts from the report of the Inspectors, together 

with a copy of my report, from which you will be able to obtain 

more fully the information you desire, thanI should be able to give 

you in a letter. 

The extracts are from a rough draft in the hands of one of the 

Inspectors, the reports being out of our hands and in the hands of 

the printer; but have been delayed for the purpose of having plates 

engraved to accompany the same. 

We have no good arrangement for bathing, but always calculate 

to give all a thorough washing on their reception, and then require 

them to keep themselves clean. 

Our shops are ventilated through the ceiling into the garret and 

thence through the roof, by the patent Espy. The hail containing 

cells, &c., is well supplied with ventilators, but we depend much 

upon natural ventilation by fresh air from the doors and windows 

open a good part of the day. “Ve have two large hot air furnaces 

and a large number of stoves with which we heat the buildings. 

There is at present no sickness among us. You will see that we 

had nine deaths from cholera and three only from other causes during 

the year. 

As soon as our reports are published I will send you @ copy. We 

should be pleased to have you visit us and examine the establishment 

in all its details. 
With much respect, 

I am your ob’t serv’t, 
AMOS: PILLSBURY. 

. ee ay 

Dr. Joan D. Russ, Cor. Sec’y Pris. -issoc’n. 

Albany Co. Penitentiary, 184 ¢—uperintendent’s Report B® 

penditures.—Improvements and repairs, $569 .07; furniture, $196.9 ; 

clothing and bedding, $750.61; provisions, $4,379.70; balance 0 

jnterest account, 48 cents; property on hand October 31st, 1848) 

$379 .67; salaries of officers, excepting keeper, fuel and other ex- 

penses, $4,084 .02; total, $10,360.51. 
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=. income.—Received for board of prisoners from other counties, 

$563; basket making, $312.19; on hand, $900.68; shoe making, 

$804; wood work shop, $460.26; chair seating, $1,753.17; demi- 

john shop, $1,081.01; female department, $530.94; labor account, 
$114.25; tailoring, $22.37; amount received from visitors, $57.71; 

balance of expense to this institution, $3,760.93; total $10.360.51. 

Statement of prisoners.—Number of prisoners in confinement Oc- 

tober 31st, 1848, 133; received from November Ist, 1848, to Octo- 

ber 31, 1849, inclusive, 408; whole number in confinement during 

the year, 541; discharged by court and magistrates, 20, by the Go- 

yernor, (pardoned,) 4; by payment of fines, 6; died, cholera 9, other 

diseases, 6; escaped while employed at work on the land outside, 2; 
sent to alms house by order of magistrate, 2; discharged by expira- 

tion of sentence, 317, prisoners in confinement October 31st, 1849, 

177; of the above number received there were males 3(8, females 

100; total 408. Of the number in confinement October 31st, 1849, 

there were males 127, females 50; total 177. 

Employment—Male prisoners.—Making chair seats, 30; covering 

demijohns, 27; making coarse boots and brogans, 15; wood work 
and basket making, 10; waiters in hall, barber and nurse, 4; insane 

and invalids, 6; on buildings, grading land, and other out-door work, 

35; total, 127. 

Female prisoners.—Covering bottles, 15; closing and binding shoes 

and boots, 10; making and mending clothes for prisoners, &c., 6; 

waiting and cleaning in hal] and house, 3; invalids, 3; at work in 
kitchen, cooking, washing and ironing for the whole establishment, 

13; total, 50; grand total, 177. 

Crime—Vagrancy, 187; petit larceny, 98; assault and battery, 66; 
disorderly, 33; malicious mischief, 4; assault and battery on an offi- 

cer, 5; assault and battery with intent to commit manslaughter, 2; 

assault and battery, riot and affray, 6; assault with intent to kill, 1; 

embezzling, 1; false pretences, 1; abandoning child, 1; wilful tres- 

pass, 1; breach of peace, 2; total, 408. 

Age when committed—Under 20 years, 70; from 20 to 30 years, 

136; from 30 to 40 years, 94; from 40 to 50 years, 68; over 50 
years, 33; total, 408. 

{Assembly, No. 198. | 19  
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rin n —2 y y 
; 8 months, 

T 
. 1 year, 55 months, 4; 

fences. —2 years, 2; 5 7 . ; 

3; 6 m Ne 179; 5 months, 11; 4 months, 465 ane hs, 76; ; 

months 38; 1 month, 23; 100 days, 3; 40 days, 2; 0 to 30 day 

3 

° 
/ 

3 bail, 13; 6 months and fine $100, 2; total, 408 

3 ’ 

N — 
3 Jand, 5; Scot- 

i i S 72; Ireland, 174; Eng 393 

‘vity.—United States, 172; 
Boor 

1 oy 50, ‘Germany, 12; Canada, 16; New Brunswick, 2; France, 43 

and, 203; 

Italy, 3; total, 408. 

f 54; mar- 
i i s of age and upwards, 104; 

sal relations Single, Q0 years © 1 

i a, wife or husband living, 136; boys under 20 years of (ape, tee 

vet t living,) 373 widowers or widows having children, 0}; 

sents living,) 373 ‘ 

friends, parents oF guardians, 30; total, 408. 

. 
“ 'y 2 > 

Instr uctLon —FEarly religiously instructed b parents 136 without 

early instruction of any kind, 272; total, 408. 

y ; t read 

Education. —Can read and write, 194; read only, 80; cannotr 

or write, 133; well educated, 1; total, 408. 

1 ; claim to 

Habits —Admitting themselves to be intemperate, 334; cla 

be temperate, 74; total, 408. 

—. 
wne elv 5 

03 

H lth In good he v ¥ 5 3 Bs p or he th, > 

ed: . £' alth hen rec ed 0 ie al 1 5 

sett *armers, 4; carpenters, 

Occupation before conviction. —Males—E
 armers, 43 

: srs an 

90; laborers, 149; sailors and boatmens 195, mo O. miseel 

; i 3 rs, 5; clerks, 3; sho ; 

~ blacksmiths, 11; barbers, 93 
ee 

ae us 88; no occupation, 19. Females—Servani, 
3 

neo 
¢ ‘ 

keepers, 135 tailoresses, 4; no occupation, 23; totai, 

d painters, 

€ g g tat f the earnings 
exp nditures, 

\ g and XPE 

Th foregoin detailed sta ement 0 

re pts and disbursements,
 exhibits the financial operations 

cel 

of the 

institution for the year ending October
 3 lst, 1849. 

i 
institution, together with the care, 

The pecuriay we ovement of the prisoners, has occupied we 

aa e 2 attention of the superintendent during the year ving 

vant toa, Jose; whether he has been successful in prod . ang 

oom te rable as the projectors and friends of the insti ‘hon 

rent reasonably expect, he would most respectfully leave for 

ou 

‘and the public to decide. 
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When it is considered that most of the prisoners are sentenced for 
the term of six months or Zess, some idea may be formed of the task 
and difficulty of obtaining suitable and profitable labor in which to 
employ persons of all ages who are thus constantly changing, espe- 
cially as it is desirable not to manufacture articles which would 
appear to come into competition with those of the mechanics of this 
city; and it has always been the wish of the superintendent to em- 
ploy the prisoners upon such work or articles as are chiefly imported 
from abroad, so that the mechanics should have no cause to feel that 

the manufacturing business carried on at the penitentiary was either 
unjust or oppressive to them. 

It was with these views he early introduced as a permanent busi- 
ness, the manufacture of cane chair seats, an article mostly made in 
prisons, and considered as raw material for the chairmakers. He 
has also, during the past year, employed a portion of the prisoners, 
male and female, at covering bottles or demijohns, most of which 
have heretofore been imported from without the United States, and 
he has the pleasure of stating that this business has been introduced 
with a fair prospect and the expectation of making it an established 
penitentiary employment. 

The only business which has been carried on of which complaint 
has been made so far, has been the manufacture of boots and shoes 
by a very few of the prisoners; but if the mechanics who have com- 
plained of this occupation for the prisoners would take into consider- 
ation the fact that they have been employed in making a coarse 
article of boots and brogans, which it is believed are not manufac 
tured in the city of Albany, and could not and would not be made 
by any regular mechanic in this vicinity at the prices at which simi- 
lar work is bought by the dealers in the Eastern States, they will 

| readily perceive that the limited manufacture of these articles at the 
penitentiary cannot interfere injuriously to the interests of any one. 

The amount appropriated for building workshops has been ex- . 
pended in the erection of a building for this purpose 150 feet long 
by 32 feet wide, with a cellar under its entire length. By this ex- 
penditure two fine well-ventilated workshops 75 by 30 feet in the 
clear have been secured, as also desirable room in the cellars for 
storage, &c., for the preservation of property belonging to the insti- 
tution, In consequence of the rapid influx of prisoners it already is 
hecessary to erect more cells for their accomcdation.
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The whole number of prisoners received since the first commence- 
ment of the penitentiary in April, 1846, has been eleven hundred 

and sixty-se ven. 

The prisoners have generally evinced an entire and ready obedience 
to the rules and government of the institution, no case of bad con- 

duct having occurred requiring anything like severe punishment, 
(corporeal punishment has never been resorted to since the institution 
was first established,} while at the same time a strict, uniform, 

thorough, and vigorous discipline has been maintained. 

It is with much satisfaction the superintendent is able to say that 
this very desirable result has been accomplished throngh the instru- 
mentality of a systematic mild course of treatment, and the mora} 
influences brought to bear upon the minds of the prisoners, rather 
than by the exercise of coercive measures. 

The health of the prison has been generally good, although as 
will be seen by the report of the physician, the cholera made its 
appearance among the prisoners after it had visited and entirely dis- 
appeared from the city. No local cause could be discovered for this 
extraordinary sickness. 

Of the prisoners who have been discharged from this institution, 
some few are giving evidence of the good effect of their imprison- 
ment by an industrious, sober life, and are evidently desirous of be- 
coming useful citizens; yet in the opinion of the superintendent, from 
the experience he has had, the length of time of confinement is not 
sufficient to effect to any great extent the reformatory object of the 
system. It does not afford the prisoner generally sufficient time for 
reflection, or to wean him from his vicious course of life, or to con- 
firm or establish the industrious and orderly habits to which he is 
subject while here, or to permanently implant in his heart the prin- 
ciples of virtue and good morals. Although unfavorable to sentences 
of extreme duration or severity, the superintendent believes that 4 

proper and discreet medium should be observed. 

It ought not to be expected that a few days imprisonment, dis- 
cipline or instruction will make any very lasting impression upon 2 

mind willingly corrupt and which has for years been pre-occupied 
with the vilest associations. The sentence should be sufficiently long 
to give ample time for reflection that the prisoner may be led to 
think—+to review his past wicked and criminal course of life, and 
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while subjected to the labor and disci one and the same time, the hardship o of his sentence and confinement. 

pline required of him, feel at 
f transgression, and the justice 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

AMOS PILSBURY, 
PeNiTenTiary, “llbany, Nov. 1st, 1849. Superintendent 

Harrrorp Co. J ? 
D _ 

» Jan, Feb’y 7, 1850, you a Sir: mn answer to your enquiries of the 5th inet I forma d ein such data as is derived from the report of this ‘prison fo or the year commencin Apr ] Ist. 1848 and €10sin Mare 3 
gz 1 $ > ] zg h 1, 1849, 

ke hole putaber committed on criminal process, 127; for assault es : 3 drunkenness, 12; lewdness, 12; theft, 26; arson 4; fe . ta 
. 

1 
> 

; : 

gery 3. aeraney, 4; cruelty to children, 4; murder, 3; breach af 
ne wire ery, 2; pheating, 25 rape, 1; attempt to rape 1; sell . *quors, 1; horse stealing, 1; profanity, 1+ coantectte, ing, 1; burglary, 1; obstructing railroad bare 1 "9 15 counterfeit. 1 

Under Sentence, -------.. ee el, “bonds for tria],~------e-2ee cee weneeeoe - 30 For temporary safe keeping,----+-0..22 000000000 . 6 
Males, 117; females, O,--- ene eee 

oe Ages: 21 years and under, 35, over 21, 92, -.-.. . we ey American 71, Irish 34, African 18, Scotch ‘4 weteseceeeee 37 
Aggregate time of all in prj n prison, weeks,-----... Average time of each, , ms eeeeee teen nee Aggregate “ all under sentence © 2.2.0.0 2 Average “each “ wens - vestnnee 5 Aggregate “ all before trial, © 22.22. wens 3 Average “ each “ { leateeccee esse “ ttetscetene 5 yumber in prison at last report,--+-----+--0- wnber received during the year,-----s.+++.---0. 7 

Year,-~----5+---004- wots eene 127 
Whole number in prison during the year, ----- 1 > wre ee 46 

The financial view for the year is as follows: 
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Disbursements. 

For provisions, 
$876 2 

medical expenses,- 
of 

bedding and clothing, 
ott 88 

feet 
lll 74 

95 10 

93 84 

> 
stock and tools, 

repairs and fixtures, 

incidental expenses, ----- "777777777" aan en eeee 

salaries and wages, including my own, deputy and 

his board, chaplains, and wages and board of all 

domestics, 

cash paid to county treasurer, being nett gain for the 

838 00 

784 74 

$3,179 39 

Receipts. 

$1,502 09 
696 36 
39 09 
76 91 

864 94 
ee rere 

$3,179 39 

From the State, for board of prisoners under sentence,- 

“ for board of prisoners before trial,---- 

“ for medical expenses, 

for clothing, 

From the avails of labor of prisoners, 

Al convicts are by law required to labor. _No compulsion ° 

Jabor on those detained for trial, but many prefer it, nearly all; t ous 

the labor of all, owing to their short terms here, is not vey Pree 

ductive. Boot fitting and bottoming is our only branch. e pre “ 

this on account of its simplicity, and especially for its adaptation 

a quiet thorough discipline. 

Every prisoner is required to wash three times daily, under super. 

yision, at a common pump, and each morning, hands, arms, face an 

neck thoroughly. In summer they all pass through a shower pa 

weekly, and like it asa luxury. In winter we use the shower ba’ 

; 

. . 

but little, unless the prisoner should wish it. 

Say te a UO yptge 

The plan of our prison you probably understand, i. e. It 1s a han 

on within a prison,” on the Auburn plan; warmed by Common - 

placed in the areas where the labor is also performed an ean ‘he 

having one and the lower tier two orifices communicating W 
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attic for ventilation. The only ventilation, however, which will 
satisfy my notions on the subject is what we practice here, i. e. we 
form all our prisoners in line each morning, however cold and march 
them briskly around the centre block, meantime having our large 
windcws (4 feet by 10) thrown open for the free admission of air in 
strong currents all over the prison, This keeps us constantly pure and 
sweet, which no other means that I have ever seen will do. Fixed 
ventilators are good as far as they go, but whoever depends solely 
upon the best of them, where men are constantly confined, will have 
more or less of the peculiar and unwholesome prison effluvia, which 
we never have here under our mode. It does one good to see our 
prisoners snuff up this cold, pure and fresh morning air, while march- 
ing and to observe its invigorating and vivifying effects upon their 
countenances. . 

Our prisoners eat and sleep in solitude in separate cells, but labor 
in company, though in silence and under constant supervision. 

There has been but one death here since this prison was built, 13 
years ago, and that was a case of suicide by an Indian under dediri- 
um tremens in 1840, No case of fever or cther serious disease has 
ever occurred here; the only sickness has been those slight cases of 
disease contracted before reception by vicicus habits and intempe- 
rance. We have no lunatics, merely as such, committed here. TI 
attribute the unprecedented health of this prison to our thorough ven- 
tilation and cleanliness, more than to any and all other causes com- 
bined. 

I believe the foregoing covers the ground of your specific enqui- 
ries, and I would cheerfully communicate further in answer to your 
general request if I had time, especially upon the moral and reli- 
gious aspect of the subject, in my view altogether the most interest- 
ing as well as important. From the earnest desire I feel that the 

| cause in which you are engaged should succeed, I have already tres- 

passed upon time otherwise required, but did not feel at moral liberty 
to withhold answers which might serve you some good purpose in 
your philanthropic enterprise. You will therefore pardon this bur- 
tied response. 

With the best wishes for your success, 
fam, dear sir, very respectfully, yours, 

N. H. MORGAN, 

Keeper Hartford Co. Jail, 
Jouy D. Russ, M.D., 

Cor. Sec. Pris, Asso., N. York,  
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Orrick or Winpnam Country eo 

February 26th, 1850. 
. ss, M.D. ; 

spear Sie, Your favor of February 5tk was duly received and con- 
tents noticed. In reply to your inquiries I will state as near as ou 
manner of keeping the accounts will permit. Whole nam ver 0 
prisoners during the year past admitted to this prison is ity ree, 
49 males, 4 females; 8 colored persons. Drunkenness, 145 assault 
14; theft, 7; breaking windows in night, 2; sehling episinons . 
quors, 2; vagrancy, 4; forgery, 1; prostitutes, 2; ki Ting ores 3 

slander, 1; non-payment of taxes, 2; trespass, 2; highway ror ery, 
1. Recommitments, 1. 4 have been sent to State Prison; ‘ have 
been discharged by expiraticn of sentence or by due order o ne 
and 8 now remain in prison; of the above number 7 have een 
bound over for trial to the county or superior court and sent rere in 
fault of bail. The cost of support of prisoners is about Sore ae 
ries, of keeper, $300; inspectors, $60; total expense, #860. h 
income for labor of prisoners, $863. Received from State reasn y¥ 
for board, $719.94. Principal employment of prisoners in win er 
is making baskets; in summer, work on land with all that is sale 
to take out of prison. All under sentence labor, accor me 0 
strength and ability. Those detained for trial only, work if they 
choose, but work is not compulsory on them. No conveniences 
bathing; prison heated by box stove in hall or work shop in fron 
of cells; each cell is ventilated in walls; each prisoner eats in his 

ases of disease; one case of delirium tremens; no death, 
There ie about six acres of land connected with this prison owned 
by the county, that is cultivated by labor of prisoners, and jobs v 
ditching, hoeing, mowing, laying wall, &c, is taken of farmers : 
the neighborhood when the prisoners are of the proper character ‘ 
do such work to advantage; but few of those sent here for sma’ 
crimes who have families will escape, even if they have an oppor 
nity. I think of nothing further that will be of interest to you a 

presen Respectfully yours, 
JOHN 8. SEARLS, 

Keeper Windham County Prison. 

County Prison Orrice, i 
New Haven, February 7, 1850. 

Joun D. Russ, Esa. 
Dear Sir: I have just received a letter from you making some 

quiries relative to “County Prisons.” I would say with regar 
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our prison that we have received during the past year about 300 prisoners, part of whom have been sentenced here, and part have been waiting trial We have received daring the past year 44 fe-~ males of various colors; all of them were sentenced here, excepting | two that were sent to “ States Prison.””, We have had during the past year an average of 40 prisoners, (including male and female,) I should think about one fourth of the whole were colored persons, There has been sent to the State Prison 18 the past year for high crimes; those for the smaller offences are sentenced to this prison. During the past year we have received one for murder, (who is now under sentence of death,) 5 for burglary, 53 for assault, 124 for drunkenness, 44 for theft, 2 for “intent to kill,” 5 for Vagrancy, and others for various crimes too numerous tomention. The income from the labor of prisoners and what we receive for board supports the prison. The State pays two dollars per week for board of pris- oners, yet not an unimportant part is made up from the avails of prison labor. The prison after paying all expenses has yielded the county an income of $1,000 per year, (some years even more than this,) which is paid into the county treasury. About one-half of our prisoners work, those that are waiting trial do not work (unless they choose to,) those only that are under sentence are compelled to work by law. (Most all of them prefer to work.) We find fitting boots the most profitable business that we have tried; about two- thirds of those that do work, work at that; the rest work at seating chairs, making baskets, joiners work, &c. You ask what conve- niences we have for bathing; we use fa “ bathing tub,” which we find quite necessary to bring into use when we initiate them, many of them are very filthy when they are first received; they do not bathe at stated times. Our prison is heated by stoves placed in the halls of the prison, and as the cell doors are grated, it heats the cells sufficiently. Each cell has a Ventilator, which gives to the whole prison sufficient ventilation. Each prisoner eats by himself in his cell. With regard to sickness we have none, except a few cases of “ delirium tremens.” "There has been only two deaths in this prison in five years, those were occasioned by the effects of liquor, 34 Tecommitments. 

Yours, very respecifully, 
ANDREW BRYAN, Jailor. 

The following letter was addressed to Col. Jebb, inspector general of prisons for England, and we would ask especial attention to the very able essay upon the present state of prison discipline in Europe, which was received in reply to our communication. 
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Orrice or THE Prison Association, No. 15 Centre-st., 

New-York, December, 1849. 

Dear Sir: In behalf of the Prison Association of this city and State, 

L take the liberty to ask of you such information as you may have 

in your power to impart, in relation to the progress and present 

state of prison discipline in England. The Association having no re- 

gular correspondent on your side of the Atlantic, is but imperfectly 

advised of the progress of the great work in which you have taken so 

distinguished a part. 

As one of the Prison Inspectors of Great Britain, it may, perhaps, 

be in your power, without expense or much personal inconvenience, 

to provide us with the reports of your Board, commencing with the 

ninth, and coming up to the present year. We should be greatly 

obliged to you for a complete set of reports of county prisons, houses 

of refuge, and other disciplinary institutions, as may be consistent 

with your convenience. 

The Association would feel greatly indebted to you if you could 

spare an hour from your numerous avocations, to give us a detailed 

account of what is transacting in England in the way of prison dis- 

cipline. How many prisons have you on the Separate plan ? What 

proportion do they bear to the old prisons ? What veneficial re- 

sults have been found to flow from the-new prisons ? What appar 

rent influence have they on the health, lives, or sanity of the prisoners? 

What trades or occupations most successfully taught? &c., &c., 

These, with many other questions which will suggest themselves to 

your mind, although, perhaps, most of them will be answered in the 

reports which I trust may be in your power to furnish us with, would 

acquire additional weight and influence if confirmed by your own 

individual opinion and belief, in such a way that they can be pre- 

sented in our fifth annual report as a part of our correspondence. 

We also wish an expression of your views and the results of your 

experience, to direct us in the path we should enter. Our Associa- 

tion has thus far maintained a neutral position, except in relation to 

houses of detention. While the war has been waging warmly be- 

tween the Auburnites and Separatists, the Association are not yet 

committed to either side. I think the prevailing sentiment among 

cour members is favorable to separation; still there are many who hold 

a sort of intermediate position, adopting neither as a system, but en- 

deayoring to combine the advantages of both. Thus they propose 
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in future to construct all our prisons in such a manner as that the 
cells shall be large enough for either the introduction of the Separate 

or Silent system; they conceive this to be necessary to develop the 
advantages of either, aed to be requisite to secure perfect health 
They then propose to make the first term of imprisonment sepacate, 
extending over a period of from four to six.months; during which 
time the convicts are to be closely watched, and then classified ac- 
cording to their evident dispositions and moral condition. This po- 

sition, you will perceive, is a progressive one, and will enable us 

either to establish a new mode of discipline, or fail back on either 
of the old systems which experience may prove to be preferable. 

We should be happy, Sir, to have your opinion as to the probable 

resulis of such a movement, together with such other suggestions as 
you may think proper. We are particularly desirous to know what 
has been done in England of late, in regard to warming and 
ventilating prisons. Does the Pentonville apparatus fully and en- 
tirely answer your expectations and desires ? 

Hoping that you will feel sufficient interest in our operations to 
aid us in the manner we have taken the liberty to suggest, 

T have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
JOHN D. RUSS, M D., 

Cor. Sec. Pris. Assoc’n. 
Co., Jess, Insp. of Prisons of Great Britain, London, Eng. 

Dear Sir—Though I have not leisure to do more than very imper- 

fectly to comply with your request for information on the state of 

prison discipline, and the progress made towards a uniform system in 

this country, I will endeavour to give you a brief outline, which may 

enable you to form some;general opinions on the subject. 

In order to understand our position, it is necessary to bear in mind 

the broad distinction that exists between convicts under sentence of 

transportation, who undergo probationary periods of discipline, vary- 

ing from two to five or six years; and prisoners under ordinary sen- 

tences of imprisonment with hard labor in county or borough prisons 

the average duration of whose confinement does not exceed six of 

eight weeks. The proportion of this class, confined for even twelve 

months, is very sma}l.* 

; * Out of the total number 73,713 sentenced in one year, anly 180U were for pe- 

riods of twelve months and upwards, and 70,000 were for periods of three months, 

and under six, Vide 5th. report of Inspectors of Priaons. 
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It will, perhaps, be admitted, that the main objects to be attained, 

with reference to these two classes, are essentially different. 

The punishment of the convict under sentence of transportation 
consists in his removal to a distant land, the disruption of all his so- 

cial ties, and his being subject to penal restraint in one form or anoth- 

er, for very long periods. 

In his case, probationary periods of imprisonment, previously to 

being sent out of the country, are enforced, not so much with a view 

to his punishment, as to hisreformation. Although the imprisonment, 

doubtless weighs heavily upon him, and to himself is a great aggra- 

vation of his sentence of transportation, yet the bearing of the pre- 

sent system of treatment is, from first to last, expressly directed to 

preparing him by instruction and industrial training, for becoming 

useful to himself and others in the colony to which he may be sent.* 

The punishment of prisoners committed to a common prison for 

short periods of hard labor and corrective discipline, on the contrary, 

should, I conceive, be inflicted more with a view to its exemplary ef. 

fect in deterring others from the commission of crime, and to create 

in the individual himself a salutary dread of a prison, than simply for 

his reformation, which, though of great importance, is secondary to 

the main object of his imprisonment. 

The short period during which a prisoner is under coercion forbid 

the hope of making any permanent impression on his character, and 

if he and others be not deterred from the commission of crime by the 

fear of punishment, both objects of his committal to prison are lost. 

It is obvious that if be neither reformed nor deterred, the expense is 

thrown away, and, under such convictions, we must not be surprised 

if an increase in the number of committals takes piace, 

Keeping in view the distinction between a convict and an ordinary 

prisoner, I will briefly explain the provisions that are made for carry- 

ing out the objects to which I have adverted, and the systems of dis- 

cipline which are in operation. 

First, As regards convicts under sentence of transportation. 

® These periods of probation are carried into effect under the immediate super- 

intendence of the home governmeet, because painful experience has proved, 

that to attempt reformation in another hemisphere, is hopeless. 
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During the detention in England, they are under the immediate con- 

trol of the secretary of state for the home department. 

The following is a return of the different convict establishments 

at the disposal of the government, with the accommodations of each, 

and the kind of discipline : 

Millbank.—Males 1,100; females 200. Discipline—modified sepa- 
ration only, in consequence of the unhealthiness of the place. 

Pentonville—Males 508. Discipline—complete separation for pe- 

riods not exceeding 18 months, but generally not exceeding 12 to 15 

months. 

Portland.—Males 840. Discipline—Associated labor; separation 

at night. 

2 Hulks (Woolwich.)—Males 850. 2 Hulks (Portsmouth;) males - 

880. Discipline—the men crowded together on board, and employ- 

ed in dock-yards. System necessarily imperfect until buildings are 

provided on shore, when the system in operation at Portland will be 

introduced. 

Parkhurst —Males 720. Discipline—Boys not exceeding 16 years 

of age, separation for 4 months ; association afterwards, and indus- 

trial training on the farm. 

Invalid Depot at Horncliffe (temporary.)—Males 500. Discip-~ 

line—light labor in association. Total males, 5398; females, 200, 

Besides these establishments, the government rent a certain num- 

ber of separate cells in the following county and borough prisons, to 

which convicts are sent to undergo their first probationary period of 

discipline, on the same system that isin force at Pentomville, Viz : 

Wakefield, .. 2... cece cece eces cece cece vees 400 Cells. 

Leicester,.....eeeceues . senescceee. 120 

Northampton, .... 0.20.00 cers veeeee 55 

Leeds, ... 0 cscs cece cece cece ceeeeecteeree 15 

Preston, ...2..08-- 

Bath, .......6. 

Reading, .......+.. 

Total,.... 

In all,. cece ee eee ee  
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The Irish convicts are separately provided for, but the principle of 

the discipline to be established for them will be the same as at Pen- 

tonville and Portland.* 

At Bermuda end Gibralter there are about 2600 convicts, employ- 

on public works, who are now chiefly in the hulks, but will be brought 

underthe sa me system of management. 

', aS ' +Outline of the System. ¢ 

A “notice” of which I annex a copy is placed in the hands 

of each convict on first entering a government prison, which will ex- 

plain some of the details of management which the government have 

established for the combined objects of reformation and punishment. 

On teading this notice, it will be observed that the men are first 

subjected to about 12 months’ separate confinement, and are after- 

wards sent to labor in association on public works for a period pro- 

~~ portioned to their respective sentences. 
ad 
Pe . : . : : 

“=: This considered as a system brings us in contact with the great 
- a : : . . . . : 

“x questions at issue in America, and to some extent in this country. viz : 
x 

separate confinement versus associated labor. 

& I cannot pretend in the few sentences to which I must limit myself, 

2 to enter on a discussion upon which volumes have been, and may yet 

_ * be written, but will state briefly that my own opinion, which can be 

wy only of the slightest value, when it is supported by facts and experi- 

=a. ence, or by the common sense of mankind in general, is decidedly in 

favor of a mixed system for carrying out all sentences exceeding 12 

e 3 months. 

: { think the advocates of any exclusive and genera! principle either 

a of separation or association are in error, and that the period of con- 

y finement, and the object to be attained, ought, in all cases, to be con- 

‘> sidered with a view to the introduction of such modifications of either 

one or the other, or more properly, combination of these opposite 

systems as are required by circumstances, or appear calculated to 

promote the main objects of the senience. 

* A new prison of the size, and, in all particulars, of the same construction a 

that at Pentonville, has recently been completed at Mountjoy, Dublin, and Spike 
Island in Cork Harbour, will be occupied by 1500 to 2000 convicts, who will be em- 

ployed on public works. 
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It does not seem consistent with the laws of Providence, or with * 
the dictates of reason, to believe that a human being can be-trained 

for the active duties of life by lengthened periods of solitude, or by 
compulsory silence 

As regards the general application of separate confinement, and the 

periods to which it can be advantageously extended, I have observed 

in my 2nd. report, page 38, as follows : 

‘© My own independent conclusion, founded on a close observation 

of the experiment made at Pentonville during nearly four and one 

half years, may, with due precautions, be advantageously and safely 

adopted in the prisons generally, and that in particular cases, and with | 

care and watchfulness, it might, if necessary, be extended to 15 or 
18 months.” 

“ Beyond that period, even if it were desirable on rooral grounds, 

1 do not believe that the discipline could be generally enforced, even 

under the most favourable circumstances, without risk of injurious 

consequences to a large proportion of the prisoners.” 

“The moral objects of the discipline appear to have been gained 

during the first 12 or 15 months, and experiences has justified the 

opinion expressed by Sir James Graham in his letter to the commis- 

sioners in which he states: ‘+ Eighteen months of this discipline 
appear to me ample for its full application, in that time the real cha- 

racter will be developed, instruction will be imparted, new habits will 

be formed, a better frame of mind will have been moulded, or the 

heart will have become hardened and the case become desperate.” 

Mr. Kingsmill the chaplain at Pentonville, speaking of the extent 

to which separate confinement can be advantageously carried on mo- 

ral grounds, adds his testimony to the same point in the foliowing 
terms : 

“ With respect to the period of confinement, which is a most im- 

portant question, the experiment appears to me nc¢ to have succeed- 
ed in proving that separate confinement can be advantageously carried 
on for longer periods than 15 or 18 montks. 

“But, however this may be as regards the physical energies 

of the men, there seems no sufficient reason on moral and reli-  
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gious grounds for wishing for any extension of the period of separa- 

tion beyond 18 months, but the reverse.” 

I also fully concurred with the commissioners of Pentonville in the 

following opinion expressed in the 5th. report: “ The result of our 

entire experience is the conclusion, the separation of one prisoner 

from another is the only sound basis on which a reformatory disci- 

pline can be established with any reasonable hope of success.” 

It is upon this basis that the present system of the government in 

regard to the management of convicts is founded. 

They are instructed in strict separation for periods varying from 

about 9 to 15 months, according to their character, and are subse- 

quently associated on public works, under a firm, but mild system of 

discipline for periods proportioned to their respective sentences, being 

liable to be*returned to separate confinement, if, by their conduct, 

they show that they have not profited by the previous training they 

have had. 

Those who deserve it are subsequently removed with a ticket of 

leave* to one of the Australian colonies, where, eventually, if they 

behave well, they may obtain a conditional pardon, on payment of the 

cost of their passage out, or they become free by expiration of their 

sentences. 

The few who prove incorrigible by the discipline, are sent to the 

penal colony of Norfolk Island, and infirm prisoners serve out a pro- 

portion of their sentences at the invalid establishment, and are re- 

leased in England. 

In viewing the system as a whole, it will be observed that it con- 

sists of three probationary periods of discipline, as originally deter- 

mined by Lord Stanley and Sir James Graham, each distinct period 

being marked by progressive advances towards final liberty, for which 

the previous steps are calculated to prepare the prisoner. 

* It is necessary to explain thata ticket of leave is a revocable pardon, and that 

aconvict during the period of his holding it, is subject to the surveillance of the 

police, and to certain restrictions, which will be better understood by reading an 

extract from the ‘¢ regulations”? inserted in appendix. 

{See Despatches’ of Lord Stanley to the Governor of Van Dieman’s Land, 

and the “Instructions” of Sir James Graham to the commissioners of Pentonville; 

the latter inserted at page 49 of Ist. report of Surveyor-General of prisons. 
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The change that has made in working out the details of the system 
consists principally in the probationary periods being carried into effect 
at home, under circumstances mo z re favorable for accomplishi 
proposed objects. piishing the 

1 Details of Discipline. - 
ba he present system of convict management is yet in its infancy 

? . . 
; ut as regards the two probationary periods of discipline, the prisoners 

at Pentonville and Portland may be taken as examples of separate 
confinement and associated labor. 

, As regards the details of the separate system, IT must refer you to 
t e reports of the commissioners of Pentonville, and to some observa- 
tions in my 2nd. report, page 47, on the necessity of affording a greater 
stimulus to industry. As re i i t . gards associated Jabor, I will briefly ex- 
plain the details of discipline at Portland. we 

The prison is So constructed as to give each prisoner a small, sepa- 
rate sleeping cell, seven feet long by four feet broad, and seven feet 
high. The cells are divided by corrugated iron partitions and open 
toa large corridor or hall, affording perfect supervision.* " 

. It was first occupied in November 1848, and additional buildings 
aving since been completed, the accommodation has been extended 

to the present complement of 840 prisoners. 

The chief employment of the men is in quarrying and loading stone 
for the construction of an extensive breakwater in Portland “road 
This work has long been deemed an object of national im ortance, 
but, until the practicability of executing it by convict labor was a 2 
parent, the great expense prevented its being commenced. * 

In this “ notice”? of which I have given you a copy it will be ob- | ery . 
erved that the inducements to good conduct and industry are very 

great, a prisoner having the opportunity of obtaining a remission of 
one half of the probationary period of penal discipline. 

moro dition fo tbls a System of classification is established for the 
bet eendneny Ne he men by allowing some privileges to the 

; pportioning a small gratuity, which is placed 
tad ene of the construction ‘may be formed by reference to 

» and to the description, page 186. 

[Assembly, No. 198. | 20 

Plates XX and XXI ,  
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to their credit, and forwarded for their benefit to the Governor of the 

Colony to which he may be sent. 

i , in appendix. 
The ‘‘regulations’’ are annexed in app 

In order to arrive ata conclusion in each case, records are ke 

i : i vhic 

the different officers under whom the prisoners are placed, from * ; 

the monthly records kept by the governor and chaplain are made up. 

act yustic individual, and 

The greatest care is taken to do strict justice to each individu 

: . . 
‘ . 

scarcely a case has ever arisen, 1n which a man has shewn any 

faction with the result. 

. F . 

A badge is worn on the arm of each prisoner, shewing the numb t 

f months he has been at Portland, and whether his conduct and ir 

o   
dustry have been eatisfactory, or otherwise during the whole or any 

portion of the period.* 

i i “ { are 
I would observe, in conclusion, that the question of 1 we 

7 
ag 

y asi e: 1 

i acts?” is one that has been loudly a 
we to do with our convicts + 

e 

this country for some years past, and the means of giving @ oP 

i ideration of the 
i been under the anxious consi 

factory reply, have long 
considerat 

sverament The question is, m truth, beset with difficulties. The 

——the mo- 

e ambers to be dealt with are large—the expense enormous the ne 

ral interests of the individuals and of the colonies, in every poin 

view, momentous. 

Each succeeding year has, however, brought with it expenine 

yaluable in pointing out the course in which the greatest advan “e : 

f evi : in 

could be secured, with the least amount of evil, and each succeeding 

secretary of state has sought to profit by it-+ 

in operation for the treatment and disposil 

claim to be founded on experience, and 

doubt a more satisfactory result than has 

The general plan now 

of convicts may, therefore, 

there appears no reason to 

hitherto beenobtained. 
. . . . 

nat can be devised to meet varied difficulties and 5 

Any system th 
al 

concile opposing conditions must haye more than its share of inhe' 

i i is al- 

* The form of the badge that has been found convenient for this purpose 

nexeti ani further explain«d in appendix. 

i 
ere 

{ Tallude particularly to Lord Stanley and Sir James Graham wae re ‘0 kal 

taries of state for the colonies and home department from 184 0 9 

Grey and Sir George Grey, who have occupied these posts since. 

ecre’ 

$4? 
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imperfection. All that can be effected is to avoid the greater and 

more palpable evils, make the best of the lesser ones, and steadily to 

keep in view the main objects to be attained, and to work them out 

in a punctual and common sense way. 

The records of Parliament may be appealed to in proof of the 

fact that there are periods in the history of our convict system, when 

the demoralization of every individual who received sentence of trans- 

portation was all but certain. No matter what his previous character 

might have been, the circumstances in which he was placed were 

such that there could be scarcely an exception in this general rule. 

If such a rule can by any means, be somewhat modified, so as to get 
the number who not only escape pollution, but are improved by the 

discipline, to anything like a majority (which I do not hesitate to say 

is now the case,) the Christian public of this or any other land, and 
all engaged in the work, have abundant cause to be thankful. 

As regards the elements of the discipline which have been adopted, 

I am firmly persuaded of the advantages of commencing in separation, 

and if the instruction given during a sufficient period be effective, 
and have produced the permanent good which its advocates claim, and 

I most fully admit there is no reason to doubt, that with due precau- 

tions as to industrial training and superintendence prisoners may be 

associated without the sacrifice of moral advantages already gained. 

As far as present experience goes, at least, the result is encouraging. 

Some prisoners may shew in association the bad feelings and pas- 
sions which had been dormant whilst in separate confinement, and some 

exposures of hypocrisy may take place under the more exciting influ- 

ences and temptations to which they are necessarily exposed, but not 

afew behave in a more satisfactory manner at their hard work than 

they had done whilst in prison, and the great majority make a vigor- 

ous endeavor to regain their character, and the position they have for- 
feited. 

The industry of the men at Portland has beenconspicuous They 

have executed a very large amount of work, and I have every 

hope, that when there exists the means of more accurately recording 
the quantities, it will be found that the value of their labor will co- 

ver from two-thirds to three-quarters of the total expense of the es- 

tablishment.  
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The punishment of the probationary periods is felt to be a great 

aggravation of their sentence by most of the men, but there are very 

few, who have been at Pentonville and Portland, who do not appre- 

ciate the benevolont designs of the government, or who embark with- 

out the most grateful feelings and expressions towards their officers. 

For further particulars of the convict system, of the causes and 

prevention of crime, and, generally, on the effects which have at- 

tended the present system of management, I would refer you to the 

accompanying little book entitled “ Prisons and Prisoners,” re- 

cently published by the Rev. {. Kingsmill, chaplain at Pentonville. 

He has had great opportunities for observation, and never having 

been a partisan of any particular system, his opinion, which is that of 

a pious and judicious man, is justly entitled to great weight. 

You will find some observations concerning the application of se- 

parate confinement in a “ paper,” which I laid before the Congress on 

prison discipline, held at Brussels in September 1847, a copy of 

which I will send with the report you requested. 

Secondly, with reference to the administration of discipline in the 

county and borough prisons. 

T cannot do otherwise than state that the prison discipline of this 

country, considered asa whole, is in a very loose or unsatisfactory 

condition. We see here and there traces of the wisdom of our an- 

cestors in the unrestricted associations of prisoners leading to the 

most extensive demoralization, but these, happily wre now exceptions. 

In some prisons we have association under arnule of absolute silence ; 

in others, the strictest separation ; in some, hard labor ; in others,no 

means of carrying into effect such a sentence, and between these ex- 

tremes there is every possible intermediate variety. 

Nothing, in fact, can be more uncertain than the degree or nature 

of punishment enforced under similar sentences in different places. 

The number of prisons recently erected on the plen of Pentonville, 

and, therefore, adapted for separate confinement, has, in some mea 

sure, had its effect in an approximation to greater uniformity, and, in 

the end, will, doubtless, exercise a great influence in this direction, 

but, as yet, the advantages which the authorities now possess for e& 

tablishing some sound and uniform system have not been developed: 
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This, I think, may partly be attributed to the magistrates not having 

in all cases, considered the distinction to which I have already drawn 
your attention between the objects and discipline suitable for a Pent- 

tentiary, and those which more properly appertain to a House of Cor 

rection. ~ 

It may have been clearly seen that the discipline as carried out a 

Pentonville, was not seyere enough for short periods, nor sufficiently 

penal im its character, generally, to have any effect in deterring from 

crime, but the alternative of rendering it more penal by separate con- 

finement, combined with hard labor, has not always suggested itself, 
hence, the system has not been fully worked out. ” , 

As a practical illustration of the effect, I may mention that where 

the discipline of a prison has been of a mild reformatory character 

it has not unfrequently happened that the inmates of a neighborin ; 

work-house have committed breaches of rule for the purpose of ob 
taining its superior comforts. 

It is, I believe, proposed to have a committee of Parliament on 

prison discipline this session, which will he calculated to diffuse infor- 

mation, and remove imany of the existing misapprehensions. I trust 
the r-sult will be the promotion of some practically sound system 

for public opinion is somewhat unsetled by the diversity of lang 
which have been promulgated. , 

My impression is, however, that for moderate periods, the separate | 
. ° . . . : 

confinement of prisoners, as a basis of discipline, will win its way by 
its own inherent merits. 

Wherever it has been tried in this country it has been greatly ap- 

preciated, and, as other prisons come into operation, the influence of 
example will be felt. 

The conclusion at which the government have aimed, has been re- 

peatedly expressed and steadily adhered to for some years past. 

Lord John Russel, when secretary of state for the home department. 

issued a circular in 1837, in which he recommended a separate system 

to the consideration of the magistrates at large, and expressed his 
own conviction in its favor. 

Sir James Graham entertained similar views, and, in a debate which  



310 | AssEMELY 

took place on the 15th. of May 1849, Sir George Grey stated in his 

place in Parliament as follows : 

« With respect to the existing system of separate imprisonment, 

he believes that the more it was inquired into, the more efficient it 

would be found, for, although it would require to be watched with 

great care and vigilance, it was a system which had been not only 

recommended by persons of great philanthropy, and enlightened and 

enlarged views, but by experience.” 

But it is one thing to recognise a principle, and another to ap- 

ply it. 

My own opinion of the means of applying the system as acorrect- 

ive discipline for short terms, (which may perhaps, include all under 

six months,) is strictly to adhere to separation, (which is of itself, 

distasteful to the viciops,) and to establish a gradation of punishment, 

through which all convicted prisoners should pass. This might be 

done by enforcing in all cases for a certain period, some kind of po- 

sitive hard labor, relating it in favor of employment during the long- 

er periods. 

The following explanation may serve to give aclearer view of my 

meaning, : assuming that four classes were established ; 

Class 1, Or the lowest might have six or eight hours’ penal labor, 

with moral and religious instruction only. 

Class 2, Might have four to six hours’ penal Jabor, the remainder 

of the day being devoted to industrial employment and religious and 

school instruction. 

Class 3, Might have two to four hours’ penal labor only, with in- 

struction &c., as above. 

Class 4, An entire remission of penal labor in favor of the other 

elements of discipline. 

A hard labor machine fixed in a separate cell,* on the tread wheel 

or crank machinery, divided into compartments, might be the kind 

of penal labor enforced, One or two months might be determined 

*See Plates 18 and 19, 2nd. report. 
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as the minimum period to be passed in each class, &c., committed 

prisoners having longer periods assigned to them. 

Tincline to an opinion in favor of distasteful penal labor, from a 

conviction that, in this country, at least, the notion of productive la- 

bor isa delusion, excepting when the power gained by a tread wheel 
or crank machinery is applied to some useful purpose. 

No description of handicraft or manufacture carried on in a prison, 

can be enforced to an extent to be called hard labor in the literal sense 

of the term, for it is impossible to coerce men sufficiently ; andif their 
good will has to be enlisted, it is by some relaxation of pena! dis- 

cipline. 

The labor that will be found the most economical and productive, 

here will be that which keeps the criminals out of prison by the fear 

of the punishment. 

Under a gradation of punishment such as I have sketched, prison- 

ers committed for a month or so, would be discharged with a lively 

recollection of what prison discipline really was, and those who, by 

serving longer periods, had passed through discipline in its severest 

form, would know the fate that awaited them if they returned, al- 

though on leaving the prison, they might have attained a class, in 
which instruction and industrial training had been substituted for pe- 

nal hard labor. 

This latter class would also be adapted for prisoners before trial. 

If the question were to be decided on the opinion of the govern- 

ment, I think there is little doubt that separation would be the basis 

of discipline, and that experience would be decisive in its form, pro- 
vided it was worked out in a common sense way. 

But these questions are settled by public opinion, and it cannot be 

expected that they would make a continuous and steady progress in 

any one direction without opposing influences and hindrances, and 

giving rise to projects of various kinds, and in a quiet way, to a little 

agitation in favor of such as require artificial support. 

Among the hindrances to rapid progress may be mentioned the ap- 
athy of some sections of the public, the false views of economy of  
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others, and the proneness of rate-payers and worthy people of mo. 

derate sympathies “to let well alone.” 

Among the theories recently promulgated, I only think i neces 

ry to direct your attention to those respectively urge x wo very 
benevolent and energetic men, Capt. Maconochie and Mr. nes 

Pearson, the member for Lambeth, with whose names in connecti 

with prison discipline you are doubtless familiar. 

The main features of Capt. Maconochie’s plan is that of substi- 

tuting a sentence of a certain amount of labor, represented by marks, 
for the present time sentences. 

I doubt its practicability and the soundness of its theory from its be 

ing impossible for a judge to pronounce a proportionate or Just sen 
tence between even two individuals, much less when hund reds are 

presented for consideration, so great is the difference of physical pow- 

er, and aptitude for executing work of any kind. 

It would, also, be obviously improper to place in the hands of sub. 

ordinates a power of commuting sentence of time into an imposi io 

of labor. This would be to open a door to every shade of fav ot 

of injustice and oppression. Whatever may be the unequal e “et ° 

time sentences they have, at least, the merit of being more certai 
than the imposition of labor. 

Pearson advocates productive labor in agriculture and 

gardening, This plan would not only entail the abandonment of a 

most all existing prisons, and thus defer uniformity to a ‘stent *y 

indeed, but even if there were every facility for establishing 100 en 

on 1000 acres as he purposes, and that instead of doubt as ot 
sealizing more than a very smal! proportion of the i: nnua ne . i" 

an establishment could pay its way, the labor would, generally spea 

ing, be an amusement instead of a punishment. 

Asa system of discipline, it would no: therefore be at all calcula- 

ted to deter from crime, but quite the contrary. 

Such an establishment as he proposes, however, would be OO 

bly adapted for receiving prisoners discharged from prison, ant i ay 

any means, it could be made sufficiently productive, it wo h ° oi 
of the great desiderata of the day. Let it be tried whe 
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where it may ia this country, 
- 

I fear the expectation of realizing profits will be a delusion, 

   

  

      
    

  

   
    

   

    

     
   
     

      
       

     
   
     

   

  

cond report, page 159 
age 58, ; 

The treatment of this unfortunate class of criminals is one of the " most interesting problems of the day. The attention of Parliament has already been directed to it, and I hope some remedial measure will ere long be adopted. 

I shall be glad at any time to afford you further information, and , beg you will believe me, 

  

Very faithfully yours, os! 
J. JEBB an 

Lt. Colonel, &e. 
P. S. Since writing the foregoing, I have been favored with a letter from Dr. Isaac Parrish of Philadelphia, with a very interesting re- ‘ port of the committee on the comparative health and mortality— length of sentences &c, of white and colored convicts. 
Dr. Parrish particularly refers to the question of the length of the periods of imprisonment, which can be enforced under the separate system without prejudice to the mental or bodily health of the pri- soner. 

Thave seen nothing to alter the conclusions a t which I arrived some years ago. 

   
    

    
   

    

   

  

    

  

    

Speaking on moral grounds. I should not like to see the duced below 12 months, nor do I t 
to be extended beyond 18 months. 

period re- 
hink it ought, on physical grounds 

T would also say thnt in any case in which there was reason to ap- prehend any injury to the mental or bodily health, which could be traced to the peculiar conditions of Separation, that it ought not to be persevered in, if any other system can be adopted that is free from : these objectious. 
JS, 7 
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The following elaborate report received from Prof. Tellkampf, on 

the infliction of punishment by separate confinement, in England, 

France and America, was inade under the direction of, and to the 

Prussian government; for its translation we are particularly indebted 

to Jas. F. Chamberlain, Esq. superintendent of the New-York Insti- 

tution for the Blind. 

As the translator of the following article, I deem it my duty to state, that what- 

ever defects it may present in its present dress must be solely attributed to me. I 

have seen no treatise on the subject, which exhibits in so lucid a manner, as the 

original of this, the dangers attending separate confinement, too long protracted; 

or the benefits that would result from its proper application. My own observation 

in connection with the State prison at Trenton, both while the associated system 

was in force, and after the separate system was introduced, corroborate the princi- 

ples here Jaid down, and I can only hope, that the good which the work is caleu- 

Jated to, effect, may not be marred by the imperfect manner in which I may have 

presented the ideas of the distinguished philanthr
opist and scholar, my preceptor 

and friend, who is its author. 
JAMES F. CHAMBERLAIN,

 

Superintendent New~- York Institution for the Blind. 

Tus INFLICTION OF Capiran PUNISHWENT FY SeparaTE CONFINEMENT, 

in Eneranp, Norro AMesica AND France.—A Report. 

By Dr. J. L. LELLKAMPF; Gout 3 

Late Member, and now Corresponding Member of Prison Association New-York; 

at present Professor of Political Science in the University of Breslau, Prussia; 

and Member of various Learned Societies. Presented February 1850. 

INTRODUCTION.
 

In the following treatise, T communicate the results of my recent 

investigations on the infliction of punishment, by separate zonfine- 

ment. It was incumbent upon me to report, as well respecting the 

more recent legislation in North America and England, touching the 

subject of separate confinement, as upon the penitentiaries in North 

America, England and France, whic! , as Commissioner of the Prus- 

sian Government, I visited repeatedly during the six months from 

the beginning of July, to the last of December, 1846. The number 

of my own observations, and the facts communicated to me by per- 

sons of highest credibility, in the course of my visit, are so consider- 

able, that I am under the necessity, in order to avoid tresspassing 

too much upon the time and patience of the reader, to communicate 

in a condensed form, only the most important results. 

The most important and leading questions which have engaged 

the attention of statesmen of different nations in regard to tbis sub- 

ect, are the three following : 

Iv 
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Fi st, What is the relati ‘ tive severity of separate confine’ ‘ 

pare vi h e 
nem - 

f d with that of other modes of i prison t? ent com 

Secondly To what duration, on medical grounds, shou t ’ > p g 1 9 ld separate 

Thirdly, After the expirati xpiration of the t impri 
is to be done with the criminal? Srm of Imprisonment, what 

oat the present communication to the discussion of the 
manner in which these questions are i ! answered in the abov 

famed countries, and beg leave to refer to my former treatise u on 

re Bent entiaries of North America and England, published in 1844 
o obviate the results here communicat ed, I have repeated! i : re ] peatedly examin- 

ef a great number of prisohs; have frequently attended the sessions 
‘ e courts in the United States, England and France, and hav: 

m “1s . . " 

made myself familiarly acquainted with the administration of jus. 

te “ t ¢ penal laws of those countries. I mention the following 
e most important of the prisons which I h isi ave visited 

them repeatedly, and some of them for the first time 7 Somme of 

I, Prisons APPERTAINING TO THE SEPARATE SYSTEM. 

A. In North America, th i J rica, the States prison at Philadelphia, i 
Sate of Pennsylvania; the States prison in Trenton in the Sta i 
ew-Jersey; and the city prison in New-York. © State of 

prisons a vated nungdom of Great Britain, contains already 40 
prisons: in an e system of separate confinement, capable of 
receiv g out 10, 00 prisoners, and there are also twelve new pris- 

So the kind in the course of construction. In Ireland, th new 
Prison near Belfast; in Scotland, the prisons at Glasgow “and Pais. 

3 be general prison at Perth; the prison at Dundee, the new 
wing r wie contains single cells; the prison at Edinburg, the new 
wi Mowing vis aon ehieh solitary confinement; in England 

1 . ch are similar to the Pentonvi i 

oi and are built piter the plans of Major Jebb, Surveyor Genetal af 
ra ns, namely © Jail at Liverpool at Leeds, (at that time unoccupi- 

; > » in Reading, in Weed i 

ws aie prison near London, and a Parkhurst, upea the lek of 

ight, the prison for boys, where each boy is kept during the fiat 
Nonth in separate and f i = 

0 . « 
Mo! 5 r the rest of his time in congregate confine    
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C. In France, the prison for boys in the street La Roquette, in 

Paris, and the prison La Nouvelle Force, in the Faubourg St. An- 

toine, at that time incomplete. 

If. Prisons APPERTAINING TO THE SILENT OR AUBURN System. 
nt 

A. In the United States: the prisons at Sing Sing, Auburn, on 

Blackwell’s Island, and the House of Refuge for children in New- 

York, in the State of New-York. 

B. In Great Britain: the Borough prison in Liverpool, the House 

of Refuge for boys, the old wing of the Edinburg prison, the prisons 

in Hull, in Manchester, and the convict ships, Justitia and Warrior, 

on the Thames near Woolwich, upon which a modified silent system 

prevails. 1 had besides an opportunity to witness the embarkation 

for transportation of 200 convicts from Millbank Penitentiary on 

board the ship Pestongee-Bomongee: and finally I visited in Paris, 

France, several old prisons in which neither the separate nor the 

silent system prevails, as for example, the prisons La Conciergerte, 

La Prison de Clichy for debtors, St. Lazare for females, St. Force 

and Madelouette. 

_My examination of the American prisons was materially facilita- 

ted in consequence of an act of the Legislature of the State of New- 

York, passed May Sth, 1846, by which the supervision of all the 

prisons of the State was entrusted to the Prison Association of New- _ 

York, established by myself and others in 1844. 

With respect to my repeated examinations of the English prisons, 

I would make thankful mention of the great favors I received 

through the kindness of the present Ambassador, Chevalier Bunsen. 

In consequence of his commendatory letters to the most intelligent 

and influential men, I was enabled to derive the greatest benefit from 

my visits to the courts, the prisons, the manufactories, the banks, 

&c. To Major Jebb, Surveyor General of prisons, Lord Denman, 

and Baron Parke, two of the most distinguished judges of England, 

Mr. Teed, and the physicians Baron Brodie and Dr. Ferguson, mem- 

bers of the Board of Inspection of Pentonville, { would express my 

obligations for the candid and unreserved communication of their 

opinions and experience. For the anticipating and truly friendly 

" reception vouchsated me by these and many others, I hereby offer 

my most grateful acknowledgments. 

GH4 
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In Paris, the prisons La Roquette and La Nouvelle Force, are 
alone interesting with respect to the subject in question. For the 
most important results of my investigations, 1 must designate the 
prisons of England, and I begin therefore with these my following 
communication, and leave the others, as being of less relative im- 

portance, for subsequent consideration. 

In connection with the medical opinions on the limit of the dura- 
tion of separate confinement contained in this article, I beg leave to 
refer to a treatise by my brother, Dr. Toeopore A. TeL-Kamer, of New- 
York, on the infliction of imprisonment according to the ends of the 
criminal law, which is to follow this article, and which, for its pro- 

foundness, and the depth of its physiological research, will commend 
itself to the thoughful reader without any eulogy of my own. 

I, Wuat Is THE RELATIVE SEVERITY OF SEPARATE CONFINEMENT COZ | 

PARED WITH OTHER MODES OF IMPRISONMENT. 

A. Opinions of the English in regard to this question. 

Since the penitentiaries adapted to separate confinement that have 
been recently erected here and there in Germany, have been con- 
structed after the model prison at Pentonville near London, and, es- 

pecially, since the English improvements in the physical and moral 
treatment of prisoners may justly serve as examples; because, in the 
prisons of England at first the silent system, afterwards separate 
confinement in connection with transportation, and now a careful 
and prudent combination of both obtains; and as we are there aided 
by a more lengthened experience in legislation, so it is proper that 
these should receive our most careful attention in the introduction of 
similar modes of punishment. 

The experience gained in the United States, and the alterations 
and improvements recently introduced there, increase in many re- 
spects the results which were obtained in England. 

Until now, the longest duration of separate imprisonment in all 
the prisons of Great Britain was limited to two years. Did the 
nature of the crime demand a severer penalty, transportation might 

follow imprisonment, or might, without the previous confinement, be 
made to continue during life. If the judge determined on separate 
imprisonment, the sentence was limited to a duration of one-third or , 
one-fourth the former legal penalty. Two years of separate im-: 
prisonment were regarded as equivalent to seven years of transporta- ' 

‘  
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tion. The choice between the two modes of punishment was left to 
the judge. In England and America, as is known, the law fixes 
only the limits within which the judge may exercise his discretion, 
and leaves it to him, after the jury have pronounced their verdict, 
to mete out the punishment in accordance with the circumstance of 
each particular case. Thus for example, the laws of the State of 
Pennsylvania for the year 1829, entrusted it to the discretion of the 
judge to punish high treason with from three to six; forgery with 
from one to seven; robbery with from one to seven; horse-stealing 
with from one to four; perjury with from one to five years of soli- 

tary confinement. (The Jaws of Pennsylvania punish but a single 
crime, that of murder, with death.) 

The opinion, founded upon experience, prevails in England and 
America, that the public safety requires the certainty of punishment 
as the consequence of crime; and that the uncertainty in the degree 
of punishment which the judge may, according to the circumstances, 
inflict, is of less importance. The possibility of the infliction of the 
severer penalty would have the desired effect in preventing crime. 
In England it has also been left to the judge to fix, in each particu- 
lar case, the proper relation between separate imprisonment and 
other modes of confinement, In case the latter were exchanged for 

the former, the duration was limited to one-third or one-fourth the 
period. In both countries it is considered impossible to fix a correct 
measure of punishment according to the requirements of justice, 
which could be made mechanically to determine the relation of se- 
parate confinement to other modes of punishment. They are there- 
fore decidedly of the opinion that this, within certain limits, should 
be left to the judge, who is able most safely to apply it according 
to the circumstances of each particular case. It is commonly re- 
marked that this discretion may be entrusted to the judge, since only 

“ men are appointed to this dignity whose character and talents enti- 
tle them to confidence. In the course of my visits to the public 
judicial tribunals of England and the United States, I have observed 
that the measure of punishment meted out by the judge was in gene- 
ral so just, that it was easy to perceive the jury and the witnesses 
coincided with him in the sentence. The publicity of the admini- 
stration of justice evidently works as a practical discipline for the 
good of legal order. 

In the longer terms of punishment, the change to a period of 
from six months to two years of separate imprisonment has had the 
desired effect, as I have been assured by the jurists of Ireland, Scot- 

CH? oe 
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land and England equally. The dread of the people for a two years’ | 
term of solitary confinement is so great, that many criminals prefer — 
transportation for seven years. In the shorter terms, on the other 

hand, a higher minimum than that hitherto in practice in England 
seems necessary for the attainment of the object. The severity of; 
solitary confinement requires a certain duration in order to be felt. | 
Its shortest continuance should be from three to six months, that the | 

punishment may have a deterring as well as an improving effect. . 

For minor offences other, and not disgraceful punishments, should be é 

imposed. I have found everywhere in Great Britain, criminals in 
solitary confinement who had been sentenced for a few days or weeks 
only, who were constantly returning to the prison, and had become 
regularly accustomed to the short periods of punishment by which 
their criminal lives were periodically interrupted, until at length as , 

repeated transgressors, they have to be more severely dealt with. 
Through the brief, but dishonoring imprisonment of a few days, the 

, offender becomes accustomed to the prison life; the greater number 
of those thus disgraced, but not improved nor deterred from crime, 

find themselves shut out from honest employment, and driven again 

to their old practices. 

a few months, and finally with two years imprisonment, or transpor- 

tation. 

magistrate of Edinburgh, at present chief keeper of the prison at 
Perth; one woman in Edinburgh had been imprisoned forty times, 
and another sixty times. Idleness is the ruling passion of almost all 
recommitted convicts. If solitary confinement is to exercise a deter- } 
ring as well as a bettering influence, it must continue at least for ' 
some months, and be connected with instruction and hard labor. 

B. Results hitherto attained in England from the system of solitary 
confinement for a period of from one and a half to two years. 

The results derived from experience in England, from the system 
of solitary confinement in its largest application, that of two years, 
are in every respect favorable, both as regards the moral improve- 
ment of the criminal and his qualifications for useful employment, 

and are as follows : 

First, Solitary confinement guards the prisoners against mutual 
moral deterioration, and in general avoids this great evil of the old- 
er prisons more certainly than associated confinement. It has this 
effect, however, only when the prisoners themselves of their own 

will do not avail themselves of any possible modes of communica- 
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In England the judges punish slight offences .* 
at first with a few days, then with from ten to thirty days, next with _ 

According to the assurance of Mr, Stuart, formerly police: 
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tion. Those susceptible of improvement, and such as are imprison- 
ed for the first time, may guard themselves against the evil influ- 
ences of others in case they have no intercourse with the occupants 

of the neighboring cells. Depraved criminals on the other hand, 
find, even in separate confinement opportunity for mutual recognition 
and communication, (Compare my former work, page 39.) The 
matron of the common prison at Perth in Scotland, informed me that 
the former prisoners from Edinburgh and Glasgow acknowledged 
that they recognised each other pesfectly, by their humming or sing- 
ing in the chapel. And the keeper of the prison in Belfast. Ireland, 
told me that the communications of the prisoners in the chapel, not- 
withstanding the seats were constructed separately as at Pentonville, 
had become so frequent that the instruction was now given in the 
cells. 

Secondly, When a sufficient number of good officers chaplains 
and instructors are appointed, as is the case at the Pentonville prison, 
each prisoner may be treated accc rding to his individual peculiarities; 
The intractible are thus, without resorting to corporeal punishment 
rendered sufficiently docile ; the reasonable ones may, through gen- 
tleness and judicious intercourse be led to improvement. Under these 
circumstances, this mode of punishment loses its monotonous mechant- 
cal character, through which many prisoners at Trenton and at Phila- 
delphia have suffered mentally, in consequence of the entire absence 
of instructors, or the want of a sufficient number of them. The 

construction of the requisite buildings, the necessary physical and 
mental care of the prisoners, demanding the appointment of a great- 

er number of officers and instructors after the model of Pentonville, 
render this mode of punishment peculiarly expensive. 

Thirdly, It appears also that at Pentonville the attention paid to 
the moral improvement of the prisoners has been more successful 
than elsewhere ; even there, however, very few have been benefited 
from the number. 

a. Of old offenders, and 

b. Of those younger convicts, who from obstinate unwillingness 
take no interest in any kind of instruction. To this class belong 
chiefly those criminals who have been confined in other prisons, and 
do not believe that it can be the sincere aim of any one to promote 
their welfare ; who regard society as their implacable encmy, and 

themselves as involyed in necessary hostility with it. 

es 
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c, Of the number of those who, from idleness or stupidity, make no progress, 

These prisoners of the second and third classes usually differ as Much in separate imprisonment, as if they were in complete solitude. 

These classes of prisoners are sent back from Pentonville to the prisons from whence they came, and their places filled with more promising subjects, The greater part of those who at Pentonville were regarded as susceptible of improvement, have, after their dis charge, conducted well. All reports of the officers in Australia where the prisoners from Pentonville were sent, and the accounts of the officers and physicians of the ships in which they were trans. ported, coincide with the carefully written statement of the talented chaplain of the Pentonville prison, Af Joseph Kingsmill, in this particularly, that the large majority of the prisoners discharged from that prison conducted themselves as free laborers, orderly and indus- triously and thus gave proofs of their improvement, 

Notwithstanding the moral results of separate imprisonment as realized in the Pentonville prison are proportionally so very favora~ ble, it is nevertheless in its effects upon the mental health of the prisoners, so dubious, that the question how the moral improvement of the convicts may be attained without endangering their mental health has become a problem to the English physicians and legisla- tors. It has been decided in the following manner ; 

C. The more recent mode of inflicting punishment by separate im- 
prisonment in England. 

In the recent English bill respecting the infliction of separate con- finement, which during the last session of Parliament was presented 
‘or consideration, a combined system was proposed, embracing at first Separate, and afterwards associated imprisonment. As the English 
criminal colonies are at present in so unfavorable a condition, that it is deemed expedient for a time to give up the transportation of male 
convicts, for whom the Pentonville prison served as an improving 
Preparatory school, so in England as well as here, the problem is how to be solved, in what manner the system of separate confine- ment shall be made to harmonize with the existing criminal law, and the criminals pass the period of their confinement at home. "The 
Proposed enactment in England respecting the infliction of solitary confinement, elaborated by Sm Georce Grey, Secretary of state for 
[Assembly, No, 198.] 21  
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the home department, assisted as is said by Major Jegs Surveyor Ge- 
eral of prisons, asserts the mora/ influence of this mode of punish- 

| ment te be so favorable that it is intended to make the system gene- 
ral; modified nevertheless out of regard for the health of the convicts, 

:so that the period of separate confinement shall not exceed eighteen 
months ; that it shall not amount in the average to more than a year, 
and that afterwards in case of longer imprisonment, associated labor 
by day under injunction of silence, and separation at night shall su- 
pervene. . 

For confinement of longer duration, a system is agitated in Eng- 
land, similar to that which I have proposed in my treatise upon pen- 
itentiaries, published in 1844, page 162 to 166. : 

Separate imprisonment is, at first, to be general, but the physi- 
ctans and officers of the prisons shall transfer to associated impris- 
onment, such convicts as are injured thereby, before the expiration 
of the eighteen months. In the separate imprisonment, Aard labor 
shall constitute the rule, so as to render the punishment, notwith- 
standing the brevity of its duration, deterring in its effect. The 
Opinion prevails, that imprisonment at Pentonville, although dubious 
for the health, does not exert a deterring influence upon the crimin- 
als. After the prisoners in their separate confinement, by religious 
and other instruction, and hard Jabor, are accustomed to a more con- 
siderate, orderly and industrious life than was the case in the old 
prisons, they are to be employed in the second division, éogether, 
upon the docks, the public buildings, and in the houses of industry. 
They are to receive compensation for their labor, above that which 
is required for their support, which is to be kept for them in savings 
banks. The government is to add to such savings a proportional 
amount, to enable the criminal after his discharge, either to emigrate 
or to undertake some useful employment at home, Those susceptible 
of improvement will thus be furnished with a stimulus to good con- 
duct—at the same time it is considered as expedient to operate upon 
the more depraved through fear, and to threaten the incorrigible at 

their discharge, in case of a new offence, with transportation for life 
to Tasman or Norfolk island, According to the opinions expressed 
by some English statesmen, it is to be inferred that the incorrigible 
will be subjected to this punishment, as soon as the present lack of 

criminal] colonies is removed. 

The reasons, which in England, have led to the limitation of se- 
parate confinement, are, 

No. 198.] 323 

First, The physicians declare a longer continuance of it prejudi- | cial to health. 

lone Statesmen and chaplains of prisons, entertain the belief, ed upon experience, that the moral improving influence of the . 

anguid from confinement, on whi 
n 5 ich account, a d i of from six to eighteen months is advisable. juration the 

respect, for its superiority, 

In my publication alread Y quoted, page 128, I have expressed my- self at length upon this subject, and I would also refer to the detail. ed communication upon this point, in the interesting account of \: Pri 
rince Byron of Curland, upon “the new prison systems.” 

; Mardly, Experience has there shown, that Separate imprisonment nee equal in is operation as was at first supposed, but that in dif. nt prisons, and under different officers, it j i , pers, It is productive of ver Wirent results; and that it admits therefore of a very limited aver, age duration, in order that the cousequences may not be too prejudi- cial to the health in cireum a sti 7 . : exist, ances where unfavorable modifications 

mena thltn The mode of building, and the necessary physical and ent are, consequent upon Separate imprisonment upon the model oi entonville, is regarded in England as too expensive to be appli ed to all criminals for a period of many years, (The yearly expen. 

ie < 3 n » amounts to some- ping over 16,000 pounds sterling, without reckoning the interest of € capital expended in the buildings.) ° 

wont It is feared that an English jury would hesitate to pro- © the verdict of “ guilty,” if a longer peri i 
" , “g ger period of separate im- the ot ane meet be inflicted; for experience, during the time that nglish law was in force, which visited mj i 

ie « i , sited minor offences with a penalties, has shown that when the law or its administration not nite public Opinion, too severe, the jury by a verdict of cn We ty’ in conflict with their daty, prefer committins perjury to it oye until legislation recognizing the fact ameliorates the law or ite sean stration. The jury in this way, causes penal legislation in orms to keep pace with the sense of justice of the people 

L 
With this duration the . exctient instructors and chaplains at Peltonville have effected much good. 1s prison deserves credit in this, as well as in every other: 
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While the English people, whose regard for the law is well known, 
through one of its organs, the jury, thus compels the amelioration of 
her superannuated penal code, the participation of the citizens in the 
duty of jurors, diffuses a lively interest in the maintenance of ond 
laws among the whole people. A general respect for the law is " e 
surest safeguard of government. The regard which the English le- 
gislators have for the jury, in their proposed legal enactments, is, 
therefore, easily explained. The above remarks, may suffice for the 
explanation of the fifth division. 

Only after publicity in the administration of justice has been in- 
troduced, the trial hastened, and the custody connected therewith 
shortened, so as to be Jess hazardous to the health, can solitary con- 
finement, in case it is adopted, be applied without endangering the 
health of the prisoner. 

D. Is separate confinement equal in its operation ? 

It has hitherto been generally assumed that separate confinement 
was entirely equal in its operation, and afforded, therefore, a general 

and safe measure of punishment. This assumption has not, however, 
been confirmed in practice. With respect to the material differences 
in the operation of separate confinement, which obtain in the Ameri- 
can prisons at Philadelphia, Pittsburg and Trenton, according to the 

peculiarities of the buildings, the officers, the presence or absence of 
court-yards, &c., I have already expressed myself in detail in my 
work before cited. In England where the Pentonville prison serves 
as a model, it has been supposed that separate confinement in all Pr 
sons similarly constructed, would partake of the same character 
very great inequality notwithstanding, prevails, The Pentonvi e Pre 
son, however, as a model institution, so far excels all the ot er 
sons of the kingdom, as well in the character of its officers as in the 
careful and expensive physical and mental treatment of the prisoners, 
that I have seen no other which could be compared with it. The 
officers of other prisons themselves directed my attention to mary 
points of difference. To this we must add that the young, docile 
and healthy prisoners who were sent from other priscns to fen 
ville, entertained the hope that being afterwards transported to ; “ 
Holland, they should be free, and thus avoid from seven to ten year! 
of their banishment in case they conducted themselves well at Pen 
tonville. This hope served to keep up their spirits better than wou 
have been the case elsewhere and caused them to feel the confinem’ 
less sensibly. Other prisons did not afford them this hope. While the 
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advantages of Pentonville as a Preparatory school for a criminal co- lony should be duly acknowledged, it must not be overlooked that for Germany, which possesses no similar colony, Pentonville is less instructive than many other English prisons, in w 
pass the whole of their confinement, at most but two years. The prisons at Belfast in Ireland, at Perth in Scotland, and at Liverpool and Preston in England may serve to illustrate this remark, 

hich the prisoners 

Mr. Joun Forsss, the superintendent of the prison at Belfast, in- formed me that the Irishmen sentenced to two years of separate con- finement, generally declared that they would have preferred trans- portation for seven years, It is evident that those upon whom the punishment is inflicted, are better able to judge of its relative severi- ty than those who have not to suffer. In my conversation with some twenty-five convicts I found that among the Irishmen, with whom feeling, wit, and sociability prevail, this punishment bore more hea- vily than upon the taciturn Englishman or American with whom the understanding predominates. All the criminals with whom T con- versed in Belfast, complained of the severity of their punishment more than the criminals in other prisons. This is the case, although the prison at Belfast is one of’ the best that I have seen. The influ- ence of the punishment upon the Irishman seems to be especially ter- rifying. As to the improvement derived from the system, it was difficult, from the brief period of its application, there, to Judge. Cer- tain well known thieves, had, since the opening of the prison left the district, so as to escape the penalty of solitary imprisonment. 

Among the Scottish prisons I select the general prison at Perth as the most instructive for us. All the criminals in Scotland sen- fenced to a year’s confinement, or less, spend the period of their cus- tody in the county prisons ; the men, women, and youth sentenced to longer periods, up to two years, are consigned to the general prison of Scotland at Perth, T found there in September, 1846, 323 pris- oners, 228 males and 95 females. This prison is older than the one at Pentonville, and has not, therefore, many of the more recent im- provements of the latter. Separate confinement prevails, the prison- ets are employed in various mechanical pursuits, and receive a por- tion of the proceeds above a certain amount 3 
ligion, reading, writing, and arithmetic ; 
court yard, and are visited 
prison. 

at Pento 
tron Mrs. M. Mitzan are excellent people, 

have instruction in re- 
take daily exercise in the 

daily by the officers and instructors of the 
Although the domestic arrangements are similar to those 
aville, and although the overseer Mr. Stuart, and the ma- 

still, according to their  
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own acknowledgment, separate imprisonment is heavier there than 

at Pentonville. In the otherwise excellent prison at Glasgow, al- 

most every prisoner complained for similar reasons. These lie in the 

longer continuance of the punishment and the severity of the Scotch 

character, on account of which the treatment on the part of the over- 

seers is less mild than in Pentonville, or at Philadelphia 5 (the dun- 

geon and the handcuff were not unfrequently used at Perth) ; in the 

discouraging prospect of employment after release, since it is almost 

impossible in over peopled Scotland for discharged and disgraced 

convicts to find employment : and also in the spare diet of the prison, 

oatmeal and the like, which is common in Scotland. As the poor 

people in Scotland live more frugally than in England, so this cir- 

cumstance exerts an influence upon the prison diet. On the other 

hand, the care bestowed npon good nourishment at Philadelphia and 

-Pentonville, according to their experience rendered necessary py se- 

parate imprisonment, T have partly set forth in my former work, page 

127, and shall take occasion to mention again, These circumstances 

in connection with the milder treatment at Pentonville, the effect of 

which the prisoner daily feels, makes the relative severity of punish- 

ment at Pentonville and Perth, very unequal, although the domestic 

arrangements in both are nearly the same. 1 conversed on different 

days in Perth with some 70 prisoners, men, women, and boys. All 

declared the punishment very severe, and so deterring in its character 

that they would certainly endeavor, not to return to this prison if em- 

ployment was afforded them after their release. A prisoner of her- 

culean frame laboring at the pump, of whom I enquired whether he 

had chosen that same labor, answered, that he had, and that it was 

not so severe as the oppressive uniformity of the cell. Certain of the 

prisoners there regarded the prospect of the criminals at Pentonville, 

for freedom and wages in New Holland as highly enviable, while it 

would be infinitely difficult for them in Scotland as released convicts, 

to obtain a living. This also the officers confirmed. 

In the English prisons at Liverpool and at Preston, a great ine- 

quality in the operation of separate imprisonment prevails, The 

governors of both, Mr. Gises, at Liverpool, and Lieutenant-Colonel 

Martin, at Preston, formerly officers, are men of education and ca- 

pability. In each prison, I found at my yisit a new wing with se- 

parate cells in which the so called separate system prevailed, while 

in the rest of the prison the silent system was in force. Both so 

called systems, oF rather modes of punishment are carried into effect 

humanely, in both institutions. Notwithstanding the punishment of 

separate imprisonment was more severe and deterring at Preston, 
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since the governor, there, had introduced strict military discipline, 
iverpool the punishment wa ini 

ville. The strict mailitary discipline at Preston exerts so let vine an 
influence, that there are there very few relapses. On the other ba ‘a 
the moral improvement of the criminal is not an object Th vor. 
ernor himself, said to me, “ my discipline vexes them in s * many 
hte points, phat hese roaming fellows get heartily sick of i” Te 

is show e added, that the nourishment at Liverpool w h 

better. For the rest, there prevailed in inetitatio vaal order 
and cleanliness; as indeed. a high lures of clennlinecs und smack 
humanity exists in all the English prisons. The differences above | 
mentioned, make the same punishment very unequal in the t "0 in. 
Mitutons, ome say in general, that among many prisons T 

-e not found two in which separate impri ; i 
equal in its operation. According to the experience Where at. 
tained, therefore, there is no exact, but only an average m : for 
the relation between solitary confinement and other modes of puni he 
ment; and the English rule, founded upon experience, b which the 
other modes of confinement are divided by these and the durati f 

solitary imprisonment regulated accordingly. seems on th hole te 
give a very fair proportion. aa emer 

Il. To wua HAT DURATION (on MepicaL Grounps,) sHoutp SEPARATE 
ConrineMENT BE Liwitep. 

ladclviie calred separate system was elaborated and applied in Phi 
ia, without the council of medical m i ; : en, only afterwards h 

they an opportunity to become conversant with it. In my vcpeated 
an fo fe prisons of Great Britain, I have found in conversation - 

e superintendents expressed the opini i 
result of their observation ience, that se eloration’ of tra and experience, that a durati 
years of separate confinement ‘ a et thie neode a was the utmost limit of this é i mode of 

pinishment which they could sanction; that even this period had 
ee so perilous to the mental health of the convicts, that they could 
beset on er voices for a longer extension of it; and certain mem 

e board of directors of the Pentonvill i a5 

Pressed serious doubts as to th i Poxtendang the duration e e propriety of extendi h i he es : ing the duration 
punishment. I felt myself, theref< oy ; ; 5 ore under th - 

ena. this question can only be decided by medical men, and 
cers as are capable from their pvsiti j ' mills from practice ana . pesition to judge of the re- 

not from theory al ot y alone, to address letters t 

‘omit. gclebrated physicians among the board of directors at Pen. 
e, Sir Bens. C. Bropre and Dr. Ferguson, physician to the  
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Queen of England; and to Major Jeez, General Director of all the 
prison buildings of Great Britain, and member of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the prison at Pentonville, and with whom I had became 
acquainted, to ascertain their views as to the proper duration of soli- 
tary imprisonment compatible with health. These gentlemen have 

consented to the publication of the following letters: 

“To Sir Benj’n Brodie and Dr. Ferguson. 

Lonnon, JVov. 11th, 1846. 

Gentlemen,~—Visiting by order of His Majesty the King of Prus- 
sia, the prisons of this country, I take the liberty of asking the fa- 

vor of your opinion on the period during which separate imprison- 
ment, as a general system, can be applied without the fear of injury 
to the bodily and mental health of the convicts ? 

Your distinguished position as medical gentlemen in the Board of 
Commissioners for the government of Pentonville prison, and your great 
experience on this subject, render your opinion most valuable for 
every country where the separate system is to be introduced and the 
criminal code to be modified accordingly. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, gentlemen, your obe- 

dient servant ; 
F, L. TELLKAMPEF.” 
rn, 

A. Medical opinion of Sir Benj’n Brodie and Dr. Ferguson 
respecting the duration of separate imprisonment, 

(Reply.) 

“ Lonnon November 21st, 1846. 

Dear Sir-—From the experience which the Pentonville prison has 
afforded us, we are led to the conclusion that the system of separate 
confinement may be conducted during a period of 18 months without 
injury to the bodily health of the convicts. Indeed we have no rea- 
son to believe that among those who have been or still are confined 
at Pentonville, there has been a larger amount of illness than would 

have existed among the same number of individuals of the same age, 
and of the same previous habits, if placed under other circumstances. 

It appears to us that if this system exercise any kind of deleterious 

influence, it is on the mental, rather than on the physical condition 
of the convicts. Nevertheless the proportion of those who have sul- 
fered in this manner since the expiration of the first year after the 
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prison was opened, has been very small; and our opinion is, that, 
under a careful management, founded on the experience which has 
been now attained, there are very few individuals, who may not very 
safely be made the subjects of separate confinement during a perind 
of eighteen months. 

We have had no opportunity of observing the operation of the SYS- 
tem during a much longer period than this ; but from our general 
knowledge of the animal economy, we are inclined to doubt whether 
either the physical or mental health of the convicts could be main- 
tained if the time of separate confinement were indefinitely prolong- 
ed, or if the spirits were not supported by the prospect of a change : 
after a certain number of months. ‘e 

We are dear sir, 
Yours faithfully, 

B,C. BRODTE, 
ROBERT FERGUSON, M. D.” 

a ae 

~\ 

Proressor TELLKAMPF. 

On account of the short continuance of separate confinement at 
Pentonville ; the careful selection of the healthiest convicts from the 
Milbank depot, for this institution ; on account of the alternation be- 
tween labor, and properly directed instruction ; on account of the 
sufficient exercise and healthy nourishment, and especially on account 
of the most careful medical attendance and mild treatment of the con- 
victs in Pentonville prison, proportionally few of them have suffered 
in their mental health. According to the 5th. report of this institu- 
tion page 31, of about one thousand criminals who have been con- 
fined there during the four years since its establishment, five have be- 
come insane, and twelve have been affected with delusions, (Taiis- 
chungen.) 

To the distinguished Major Jebb of the Royal Engineer Corps, 
Surveyor General of prisons, justly celebrated for bis able writings 
and his construction of prisons ; and whose intercourse was very in- 
structive to me, [directed in October, 1846, the following letter: 

_ Dear Sir,—Being commissioned by His Majesty, the King of Prus- 
Sta, to examine the prisons of Great Britain, I would ask the favor 
of your opinion on the result of separate imprisonment in this coun- 
try ; the period during which it can be safely enforced, and the mode 
itcan be applied as a general system. 

'  
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Your distinguished situation as Surveyor General of prisons, and as 

commissioner for the government of Pentonville prison ; your va- 

rious publications, and your plans on which all the new prisons of 

Great Britain are built, entitle me to consider you as most intimately 

acquainted with all the peculiarities and the working of the separate 

system: I have therefore taken the liberty of submitting to you the 

above questions. 
I have the honor to be dear sir, 

Your most ob’t servant, 
F. L. TELLKAMPF.” 

Mason JER, Royal Engineer, 
Surveyor General of Prisons. 

To which Major Jebb had the goodness to send me the following 

detailed reply: 

B. Opinion of the Surveyor General of the English prisons, Major 
Jebb, respecting the limits of the duration of separate imprison- 

ment, 
“45 Parliament st. 1st. Movember, 1846. 

Sir—I have received your letter acquainting me with the objects 
that have brought you to London, and requesting that I will give 
you my opinion on the results of separate confinement in this coun- 
iry, the period during which it can be enforced, and any information 
I can afford as to the mode in which it can be applied as a general 
system. The subject of prison discipline is of so much importance 
and at this time engages so much of public attention, that I at first 
hesitated to enter upon it, but feeling assured from the spirit in which 
you pursue your inquiries that you will apply every information you 
may obtain in furtherance of establishing a sound system, founded 
on experience rather than theory, I do not feel justified in withhold- 
ing any opinions which the opportunities I have had, have enabled 

me to form. 

The nature and particulars of the discipline enforced at Penton- 
ville, the general results which have attended it, during nearly four 
years, would be best obtained from the reports of the Board of Com- 
missioners to which I have the honor to belong. My own individual 
opinion is recorded in the enclosed report on the construction of the 

building, as follows: 

“Tt has been necessary with a view to the due discharge of my 

duties, that I should practically acquaint myself with the details of the 
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discipline generally, and the further experience I have gained as a | " 
commissioner of the Pentonville Prison, has led me to the conclu- | 
sion, that the separation of one prisoner from another is indispensa- 
ble as the. basis of any sound system. It would appear, however, that ‘ ~ 
even should the construction of a prison admit of such separation, 
the means would still be required for varying the administration of 
the discipline to suit the varying circumstances under which it 
must of necessity be applied; that whilst it is desirable that a penal 
and reformatory discipline should be steadily adhered to for all con- 
victed prisoners, and that the unconvicted should be protected by 
separation from loss of character and other evils, arising from asso- 
ciation, the means should exist of rendering the discipline of the 
fortser class more stringent in. certain cases, by placing crank ma- 
chinery in the cells, or making some such provision for giving effect 
to a sentence of imprisonment with hard labor. This discipline 
would be applicable to those cases where, from the shortness of the 
period of their confinement, or other causes, there was no reason to 
expect a deterring effect from discipline of a milder and more re- 
formatory character.” 

“In the foregoing observations, I refer to an application of the 
system, suited for securing the objects in view in this country, viz: 

First. A system of discipline of a mild, reformatory character, 

adapted to periods of imprisonment varying from twelve to eighteen 
months, to which the class of offenders under sentence of transport- 
ation, and those under similar long periods of imprisonment in the 
prisons of the country, would be subject. 

Secondly. A system of a more penal and corrective character, suit- 
able for such short periods as would not admit of any hope of refor- 
mation, and for such characters as might be incorrigible by a milder 
system. 

The principle of separation is admirably adapted to secure both 
these objects, but the administration of the discipline should, in my 
opinion, be essentially different. In one case, the deterring influence 

on others, which is the main object of punishment, is secured by the 
long period of the loss of liberty, and the discipline may therefore 
be safely relaxed in favor of reformation. In the other, the period 
being short, the deterring influence on others will be, the stringent 

and distasteful discipline that would be established, during at least 

aportion of the period of confinement. For this purpose, I strongly  
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advocate the introduction of hard labor, in combination with entire 

separation. 

With respect to the period within which, as a general rule, a pri- 
soner would be likely to derive any moral benefit by a system of se- 
paration, and of how long he could bear the confinement without 

injury to his health, the commissioners of Pentonville Prison, have 

never been called upon to express any specific opinion. Sir James 
Graham, then Secretary of State for the Home Department, in his 
letter of introduction to the commissioners, dated December 16, 1842, 
after adverting in a most clear and luminous manner to the objects 
of imprisonment at Pentonville, states his opinion as follows: 

‘* Eighteen months of this discipline appear to me ample for its 
full application. In that time the real character will be developed, 
instruction will be imparted, new habits will be formed, a better 
frame of mind will have been moulded; or the heart will have been 

hardened, and the case will have become desperate.” 

The experience gained in the working of the discipline during 
the past four years, has, in my opinion, confirmed the general sound- 
ness of these views, so far as the moral effects to be anticipated from 
the discipline are concerned. The results, however, have been more 
favorable than could have been expected from former experience, for 
there is every reason to hope that great good has been effected, and 
very few of the prisoners have proved to be incorrigible by it. 

With respect to the physical effects on the mental and bodily 
health of the prisoners, [ am of opinion that the period is as long 
as the generality of men can bear, without some ‘prejudicial effect 
arising from it. Many might bear a longer period, and some would 
fail in a shorter time, but as an average, it is as long a period as I 
could share the responsibility of recommending to be enforced, and 
I have reason to knew that this is the view of others competent to 
pronounce a decided opinion upon the subject. 

I feel it right to state that the greatest care, both as regards in- 
struction, the administration of the discipline, and the diet is neces- 
sary, in order to secure a successful result for any such period as 
twelve or eighteen months. 

Her Majesty’s Government having some time since determined on 
a change in the management and discipline of convicts, under sen- 
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tince of transportation, who have heretofore been sent to the penal 
colony of Van Deimans land, a new system of discipline, to be 

administered in this country, and applicable to a greater proportion 
of them,-will probably be resolved upon. The details are, I believe, 
under consideration, and when ihey are promulgated, it will afford 
me much pleasure to give you any information I can on the subject. 

I am, Sir, 

With much respect, 
Your obedient Servant, 

J. JEBB, Major, R. E. 
Surveyor General of Prisons. 

Dr. Tetxampr, &c., &c. 

The details of this new composite system of punishment are 
already set forth in the following extract: — 

(e) Extract from a letter addressed to Earl Grey, containing the 
views of Sir George Grey, Secretary of State for the Home De- 
partment, on the period of separate confinement, to be enforced 
under his authority, taken from papers on convict discipline, and 
transportation, laid before Parliament, February 16th, 1847. 

It is not necessary that I should here enter into a minute detail of 
the arrangements and regulations which will be required for carrying 
out each of the successive stages of punishment. It may be sufficient 
that I should state that it is intended that the first stage, that of 
separate imprisonment, should in no case exceed eighteen months; 

and that the average term of such imprisonment should not be more 
than one year. Jt is proposed that this imprisonment should take 
place either in Pentonville Prison, or in such of the prisons in the coun- 
try, as shall be ascertained on inspection, to have made arrangements 

properly adopted for carrying out the system of separate imprison- 
ment, and in which space accommodation exists beyond what is 
required for local purposes It is computed, that in addition to the 

500 cells in Pentonville Prison, there are, or shortly will be, available 
in other prisons, a large number of cells for the reception of prison- 
ers sentenced in Great Britain to transportation, and measures are in 

progress for the erection in Ireland of a prison on the model of “= 
Pentonville Prison, for the reception of Irish convicts. It is further 

proposed, that this separate imprisonment should, towards its close, 
be gradually relaxed, with a view to prepare the prisoners for the 
second stage of imprisonment; employment on the public works. 

( Signed ) G. GREY. 
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The Home office in London, is in possession of many unpublished 

reports respecting the sanitary condition of convicts in separate 

confinement, from which the view above expressed, as to the proper 

limit of this mode of imprisonment has been deduced as the result 

which they seem inclined to communicate freely to other governments. 

From a very interesting report hitherto confided only to the General} As- 

sembly of Prison Directors of Scotland, with respect to the separate 

confinement of youth, I make the following extract :— 

(@) Report on the state of mind of the Prisoners in the General 
Prison at Perth, in Scotland, by Dr. Abercrombie, and Dr. Chris- 

tison. 

“Edinburgh, April 13th, 1844. 

* At the request of the General Board of Directors of the prisons 

in Scotland, we visited the General Prison at Perth, on the 19th and 

20th of March last, and again along with Lord Ivory and Mr. Ruth- 

erford, two of the members of the Board, on the 26th of the same 

month, with the view more immediately of inquiring into the situa- 

tion of several prisoners, in whom there was reason to Suppose that 

mental disease in various forms had been induced by the system of 

separate confinement pursued in the prison. Our attention, however, 

was also iurned to the mental state of the prisoners generally, and 

likewise to their bodily health, and to the prison discipline and diet 

affecting it. 

“ We found some of the prisoners suffering under various forms and 

degrees of disease of the mind. Of 19 cases which had been reported 

to the General Prisons’ Board on the 2d of March, by the Governor 

and Surgeon of the Prison, and of which a schedule had been put 

into our hands, we found that one had been dismissed in a state of 

good health, his term of imprisonment having expired; and most 

of the others were improving, but three others had been added 
since the date of the report, to the list of those in whom the separa- 

tion principle had been relaxed on account of the approach, or form- 

ation of disease of the mind. 

“Of these prisoners, in al] 22 in number, nine were, or had been 

affected with hallucinations, either simple or combined with weak- 

ness of mind; twelve with weakness of mind only; and one with 
hysteric “nervousness, threatening to pass into insanity. Of the 
twelve affected only with weakness of the mind, eight had shown 4 
marked tendency to an increase of this state while they were con- 
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fined separately, and the four others showed the same tendency more 
obscurely. 

“ We have been led to ascribe the occurrence of a great majority & 

of these cases, to the separation system, and for the following rea- « 

sons: 

“Tn the first place, the general bodily health of the prisoners seems 
to have been hitherto good, as may be inferred from their appearance 
from the low rate of mortality among them ; there have been only 
eleven deaths during the last two years, in a population which, 
throughout the greater part of that period, has amounted to about 
330, and fiom the low average of sickness, which in 1843 appears, 
from a document furnished to us by the governor of the prison, to 
have been no more than two and a half days for each inmate. 

“In the next place in many of the cases, the affection of the mind 
clearly originated in circumstances connected with seclusion ; such as 
illusions of the sight or hearing in the night-time, or alarm and rest- 
lessness from excessive dread of sleeping alone. 

“ And lastly we found that while some of the prisoners, whose minds 
had suffered, continued at the period of our visit, to exhibit symp- 
toms of mental weakness, and others of excitement and hallucination; 
the greater number had very much improved from the time when they 
had put each into a cell with a companion. 

“We are satisfied therefore that the surgeon of the general prison 
acted with judgment and discretion in recommending that in all these 
cases, the principle of separate confinement should be departed from, 
to the extent which has been practised.” 

From the very detailed report, the following points also, deserve 
especial mention: 

iw 

2 
“The cases of mental disease have occurred chiefly among the young A 

convicts, those from 16 to 20 years of age. Sixteen of those enu- 
merated were less than 20, and 11 of these not more than sixteen. 
On the 2nd. of March there were 128 males in the prison under 20 
years of age, and of these, 59 notmcrethan 16. Of the total num- 
ber 12 per cent have appeared to sustain injury of the mind; and 
among the boys not above 16; no fewer than 182 per cent are simi- 
larly affected.”  
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During the period of separate confinement, those limited to two 
years it appears, on the other hand, that adud/ convicts, experience 
less mental injury. 

With respect to diet the report continues: “ According to the ex- 
perience of similar institutions, it may be regarded as a proper rule, 
with reference to health, for each convict to receive, daily, 29} oz. 

avoirdupois of vegetable nutriment, and from 2} to 4 oz. of animal food. 
Herewith accord the rules for the diet of the Scottish prisons ; and 
it is found that epidemic diseases have appeared in similar institutions 
where the allowance of animal food was too much diminished.” 

(e) Report of the ice coat Milbank, touching the 
duration and the modifications of séparate imprisonment. 

The same grounds, which with the sanction of the Doctors Axer- 
cRromBlE and Curistison, induced the physician of the General Prison 
at Perth to depart from the principle of separate confinement in 
doubtful cases, and to give to each prisoner mentally affected a com- 
rade, had previously prompted Dr. Baty, well known as an author, 
(translator of the Physiology of Professor Joan Mu.uer, of Berlin, 
the physician of the General Penitentiary at Milbank, near London, 
to advise the Board of Commissioners of Milbank, to ameliorate the 
separate principle, and introduce a compesite system. 

Compare the elaborate treatise of Dr. Baly, respecting the dangers 
of separate imprisonment for the mental health of the convict, and 
the Medico-chirurgical transactions, vol. £8, London, Longneau & 

Co., Paternoster Row; and also the reports of the superintending 
committee of the General Penitentiary at Milbank, laid before Par- 
liament, March, 1842 and 1843. There is, besides, in the Home 
Department, a report from Dr. Baly, upon the former mental diseases 
in Milbank Penitentiary, which was not printed, to avoid prejudic- 
ing public opinion against separate imprisonment. 

The following is from the printed report of the Superintending 
Penitentiary at Milbank, of the 18th of March, 1842: 

“ Great alterations have been made in the discipline of the insti- 

tution. In consequence of a distressing increase in the number of 
insane prisoners, the committee, under the sanction of Dr. Baly’s re- 

port, which will afterwards be noticed, came to the resolution that it 
would be unsafe to continue a strict system of separation for the long 
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periods to which the ordinary sentences of 
tiary extended. They therefore proposed that the system should be 
relaxed, with regard to all classes of prisoners except two, viz: Mi- 
litary prisoners, (whose sentences are in general extremely short) and 
persons who have been guilty of unnatural offences; and that, as to 
all other prisoners, the prohibition of intercourse should be limited : to the first three months after their admission, and that upon the ex- 
piration of that period, they should be placed upon a system of modi- 
fied intercourse, consisting of permission to converse, during the & 
hours of exercise, with two or more fellow prisoners; 
to be suspended for misconduct; and such a classification, with refe- 
rence to age, education, character, and conduct, to be adopted, as 
would render the indulgence as little injurious as possible in a mo- 
ral point of view. The committee also proposed, that whenever the 
medical officer should have reason to believe that the mind or body 
of any prisoner was likely to be injuriously affected by the disci- 
pline, he should have the power of Suggesting a change in the par- 
ticular case. 

“ The tules for effecting the foregoing alterations having received 
the sanction of the Secretary of State, were brought into operation 
on the 14th of July last.” 

I found these rules in force, during my visit to this institution, al- 
though the Milbank Prison then served only as a depot for old pri- 
soners, sentenced to transportation, and who were often detained 
there for weeks and months only. Even from Pentonville the prison- 
ers came here for two or three months before their transportation 
and were kept during the time in associated confinement. This as- 
sociated confinement previous to embarkation, was ordered by Sir 
James Garanam, former Minister of the Interior, in consequence of! 
the following circumstance: At the time of his administration, fre- 
quent convulsions occurred among the convicts from Pentonville sen- tenced to transportation. No notice was taken of it, until a com- 
munication respecting it appeared in the public papers, which came | to the notice of Sir James Grauam, who instituted an investigation 
and made the above regulation. This circumstance has been espe. cially alluded to in the Tenth Report of the Commissioners for the 
Government of the Pentonville Prison, page 10. 
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oo. ‘fication of separate imprisonment at Tren- C “From such facts, ought not the system to be modified so far as (f) Limitation and modifica ton pare “concerns us, who were once warm partizans of a system, the effect ton in North America. of which, we were assured, would be to reform the guilty, and inti- 
In the prison at Trenton, I found, at my repeated visit in July, midate the incorrigible, we deem it the fulfillment ofa religious daty 6, w th he physici if the Institution, Dr. Coteman, that simi- to publish the defects of a mode of punishment, in whose applica- 

1846, with the physician o » Dr. ee . : oo: : To at . ” lar regulations had, for similar reasons, been adopted. The peculiar tion we participated with confidence, until we discovered our error. 
ities of separate imprisonment were in fact abandoned, as too dan- This co sult, drawn f fal ob. Fr f facts j 

In the partition walls near the heating apparatus, ne 1S Common result, drawn from a careful observation of facts in gerous to health. a had b made, through which the prisoners different countries, teaches us the necessary consequence of the pe- 
intentional openings le “tb sides. in accordance with the direc- ‘euliarities of separate imprisonment. We must, therefore, regard might communicate. ung pesiaes; : . 0 what is proclaimed by the according experience of different coun- 

. rsicl here and there two prisoners in the same cell, . tion of the physician, tL rt. Dr. Coleman declared freely, that tries, not as the result of chance, but as a general truth; for where 
© or laboring together in the cou ‘ b . rigorously enforced, the con- repeated observation and experience lead to constantly recurring and 

swhile wen had been extremely prejudicial to health, and certain other according results, there is no longer room to doubt their reality. 
| sequences had bee . eae V. 3 officers of the prison affirmed that in Philadelphia they were unwi To this must be added further, that consumption and scrofula are 

a en to tonceal the dangers of separate imprisonment, while the ge   ‘ , d tinued to be {nspectors. It is vemarkably developed in separate confinement; on this account the 
‘lemen by whom it was introduce 2 con voccived opinions. In Tren- } convicts are often pardoned “on medical grounds,” that is, on ac- confessedly difficult to change Wen reparded as. something novel, count of threatening dissolution, and commonly die outside the pris- e prison : is i i i i 
ton, on the contrary 1  enttn to its results. As I have express. on. This is the case in the United States as well as in England. and impartially jud ee Sie ng former work, page 47, there is Thus, for instance, according to; the report of Milbank penitentiary, 

this subject in my fo 9 , A g . fc : : 

ed at length reas Se eet yards at this institution, in  conse- March, ee out of an average number of 692 conviets, 14, viz. 7 
a lac oe ack its results are particularly unfavorable. Its history ote m * women were pardoned “ on medical grounds during the uence : we receding year. exhibits, however, the effects of separate imprisonment in its rigid By application. 

/ 

For the Pentonville prison, as has been observed, the healthiest . . . so | and best prisoners are selected by Dr. Baty from the Milbank depot, : 
|. We have here, then, three prisons, in Soutlendy Milbank in Eng: and Dr. Bees, at Pentonville, returns those he chooses not to accept has been introduced, viz: at Perth, i h th hysicians, with one Still the cases of consumption and weakness are SO numerous, that - o 
land; and Trenton in America, in w ah oa health, occasion- : there is a constant necessity for lightening the labor of the convicts; 3 f 
accord, have, on account of its danger ° e fnement This result [me ft example, changing weaving for tailoring; and of the very care-{~ ed a change from separate fo eo aT hed heen ublished on the fully treated prisoners of Pentonville, there were pardoned “ on me- a 
has been attained, while as yet but ltt , b cach eee were guided dical grounds,” according to the second report of the Institution, page | > 
subject, and the physicians, independen oh ith we have a Swiss 50 and 55, during the year preceding the 10th of March, 1844, | JF by their own observations. In accordance erewtta, f the board of | three; according to the third report of the 31st December, 1844, ret ng pe Mery eee oh ces cont ett g te 21 Dem 184 ealth, and member . Year 1845, four; and according to the fifth report, page 51, during 

é . ther 7 3 g port, pag u 
of detention,) who says in reference to this subject, among othe the year 1846, one. , , ° things: 

! 

x 

‘% « After nine years of scrupulous and careful experience, thirty-one t (g:) Prison Fare. * 
cases of mental disease, and numerous relapses constitute 5° take he remarks of Drs, ABERCROMBIE and Curistison, in their com- facts observed since the application of perfect silence and solitude. municated report respecting the good nourishment necessary in se- which protest against the Philadelphia practice. Parate imprisonment, have been confirmed in this respect by the  
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experience at Philadelphia* and Pentonville. In the Pentonville 
prison, a more spare diet was once attempted, as such fare was re- 
garded in the public estimation to be proper for criminals; but it 
was found to be attended with danger to the mental health of the 
convicts, and it was concluded that separate imprisonment requires a 
more careful nourishment. 

For breakfast, the prisoners there have Cocoa-drink; for dinner, 

soup; four ounces of meat weighed after being cooked, and a half 
pound of potatoes similarly weighed; for supper, hulled oats. Each 
prisoner has, besides, a pound of bread, with salt and pepper daily. 
Although this diet is better than that of most poor laborers, we stil 
find in the 4th Report of the Institution, page 41, under the head of 
Eviras for sick prisoners, for sugar, wine, &c., £130,10s. 7d. sterling. 

Dr. Bees, the physicion of the Institution, labors like a father for the 
convicts, in order to attain a favorable result, and was assured by 

the officers there that a similar case is necessary to obtain as favora- 
ble results in separate imprisonment, as is effected at Pentonville. 

(h) Limitation of separate imprisonment with respect to the moral 

improvement. Experience acquired at Pentonville and Parkhurst 
in this respect. ° 

It is highly deserving of attention, that even for the moraf im- 
provement of the convict, according to the experience of the Pen- 
tonville Prison, the first 12 or 15 months of separate imprisonment 
‘works more favorably than afterwards. They have arrived at the 
‘conclusion there, that on this account, this mode of punishment ought 
[not to exceed 18 months, The detailed report of the Chaplain, 
Kingsmill, contained in the Fifth Report of the Commissioners for 
the Pentonville Prison, 1847, page 42, wherein he gives the expe 
rience of that Institution since its establishment, with respect to the 
1000 convicts hitherto confined there, is, in this regard, very en- 
couraging. Mr. Kingsmill expresses the above mentioned conclusion, 
and says, “ The loss of freedom and society, so necessary for a time, 
even according to the opinion of the prisoners, will become intoler- 
able when they feel that they are prepared to be useful; and the 
question arises whether any further good can be attained by a longer 
exercise of the passive qualities of the mind. I have therefore 
desired to see a well ordered system by which the religious and socia! 
faculties might be actively exercised before the prisoners come from 
their solitude into the world, This is necessary to the attainment of 

* Compare my former work upon Penitentiariea, page 106. 
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the object in view, viz: the f i 
civil spoiety.> » Viz: the fulfilment of the duties of active life in 

Mr. Kingsmill proceeds —~ 
this class, when assembled be 
that after a certain period of 
system of associated labor, in 
good might be accomplished. 
have seen them on board the tra 
to their fellow prisoners; the gr 

: a gious exescise, much eally Improved people would, as T nsport ships, prove themselves useful 
eater number, Iam convin ced: w show themselves capable of elevation to the better feelings of vd s man~- 

ind: : pesithe the entirely depraved would be sooner recognized than j osstnie In separate imprisonme ( ‘they 
nt, and would be tr 

ssi Paral 
eated deserve. Their overseers thust have patience with the im ro ine adr , i 

Ie 
wn nest evince an interest and confidence in improvement alreane - dn this way the desired good will be accomplished.” “ 
With the views of Mp. Kings 

my own observations of the mingled system adopted Prison, which consists, at first, of separate, and ite mated confinement agree, I shall give, e in joes fet of the peculiarities of this institution, intended for ven celina nts and a comparison of it with certain other pris- repeet te he ct ne ers; as from thence, certain conclusions with nape ae! al € Consequence of the new infliction of punish- to opera Convicts in England Tay be drawn. For accordin thee ene mong adult offenders, it is only the younger, and a ardened criminals that are susceptible of improvement net 

mill, founded upon long experience, 
in Parkhurst 
ards of asgo- 

therefore, in this place, a 

The Parkhurst priso 
of two institutions, 
more recent, which is 
boys, 

n stands upon the Isle of Wight, and consists The older is occupied by the older boys. The 

Hain, fi y » Jormerly an officer ; and the recent institution under the es ecial 
i 

me ae ef we Chaplain, Mr. Wersy. Both Seemed to me ver one ett ne ing themselves heartily to their calling. In the tnd ach ere Is a recently erected wing, with Separate cells nied follows ae Separate seats. The mingled system is a . B monte st e newly admitted bcys are, during the first 4 or sinc er cmploned| They a confinement, in the new wing; in- mn 5 are there treated as th i instrocta oust, or as the adults at Pentonville, ° oye the 

ed in religious and other useful knowledge, directed to self 
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reflection and accustomed to obedience, order and cleanlin¢ss, and 

weaned from former evil habits. The older boys enter t e older 

prison, the younger ones the other, In these the boys are ony see 

parated at night. They are assembled by day; but contact sile nee 

is required, except at meals. They labor in common, an recei e 

instruction in classes, in religion, reading, Writing, ane ee 

graphy, history, gymnastics, &c. The boys evinced in t ein ec oo) 

as I had frequent opportunities to witness, industry and ine igen ; 

and their swinging and gymnastic exercises seemed toa on then 

real satisfaction. In the latter they exhibited to me wi ingly ner 

great skill. Every thing necessary for the institution is produce e 

it, for the employments of the boys are shoemaking, tailoring, cab 

net-making, blacksmithing, agriculture, &c. The boys i et 

pleasure in agriculture, obtain by it the greater part of t € foot 

the institution, and also secure their health. This agrees i © 

economy of many of the manufacturers of Eagland, who a or el 

workmen an opportunity to apply their leisure hours to agricu ue 

and Horticulture, by which means the physical and pecuniary gon! 

of the laborer is cared for, and their children especially, traine' y 

healthy and useful employments, as little gardeners, &c., to robus 

men. I saw in Parkhurst a division of boys working in the field 

’ “ 
. wnder the oversight of an under officer, whose escape was not feare 

as Parkhurst lies upon an island. The boys are employed " separ 

ate places in small divisions, under overseers. They take ate 

meals together; the nourishment is as healthy as that at Penton . 

already described, military order prevails. The boys mare i . 

lence to their work, to school, to meals, and to play. In . ee 

sure hours they are permitted to converse and play under the on 

vation of an instructor. It is delightful to witness these ran . 

very healthy looking boys, marching in deep silence upon their ve 

ground, and the sudden transition to cheerful tumult, the me al 

signal for play is given. As soon as the bell rings for labor, 

hasten back, in silence, to their employments. 

The boys appeared to be very healthy, cleanly and orderly, am 

the chaplain, instructors and officers expressed themselves we ae 

fied with the moral improvement of the most of the boys, . 

by continued good conduct, and honesty in conversation an oN 

ners, while at their reception they had been very unrelia ee he 

reports relating to Parkhurst prison laid before parliamen : 

last three years, contain many interesting facts in this respect. 

  

    

evil may be grappled. 
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Hitherto the boys have been sent from here to Australia to spend 
the last year of their punishment. They have been usually transport- 
ed with the convicts from Pentonville, and the best among them ob- 

tained their freedom in the colony ; the less reliable continuing un- 
der restraint. It has recently been determined however, to apprentice 
the boys, who appear to have been improved at Parkhurst, to arti- 
sans and farmers, as is done with much success in America, under 
the condition that those boys, who conduct themselves badly in this 
relation, shall be returned to the institution, and there finish the rest 
of their time of punishment. For the possible returns of the boys, 
their masters, and the county, in common with the police authorities 

shall take care. From the experience in America it is to be be- 
lieved, that by far the greater number of such boys, are orderly and 
industrious, and become useful citizens. The really improved boys 
devote themselves zealously to the families by which they are pro- 
tected, and those not improved know, that the rest of their punish- 
ment hangs threateningly over them, and that they will have to re- 
turn to the prison, the moment they conduct themselves badly. 

The opposers of this measure in England fear, that the whole sys- 
tem will not be sufficiently intimidating, and that poor parents will 
the more willingly incite their children to theft and dishonesty, in 
order to have them brought up at the public expense. 

This doubt, however, with regard to such measures cannot be avoid- 

ed, for if parents are so completely impoverished. or so heartless and 
vile that they seek to rid themselves of their children by leading them 
to crime, the children should be freely placed in houses of correction 
upon the model of Parkhurst ; for it is these very children, thus neg- 
lected by their parents or guardians who constitute the ever renew- 
ing harvest of criminals. It is precisely here that the root of the 

It is more christian like, more consistent 
with the public safety, and cheaper withal while they are young, and 

corrigible and docile ; and upon this docility everything depends, to 
train them up to usefulness, than to permit them to live by beggary 
and theft at the expense of civil society, until at length, hardened 
in crime, they must be convicted and imprisoned or transported, and 
this too at an age when they can as hardly be reformed as an old 
crooked tree be straightened. As has been said, it is impossible, as 

arule, to improve old criminals even in the excellent Pentonville 
prison. The careful nurture of children is the surest preventive of 
crime, and one of the best means of promoting the public safety. 
It would be anomalous therefore to expend such large sums as is done 
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upon penitentiaries, and to be so sparing of the means necessary for 

the proper nurture of children. By such badly applied economy so- 

ciety brings upon itself the most serious injury ; for the public safe- 

ty is continually threatened and injured, by the ever increasing num- 

bers of neglected youth, however the courts ard the prisons may be 

filled from the rushing stream of abandoned criminals. 

It is only necessary that houses of correction have a penal cha- 

racter, so as to exert a deterring influence in order that such institu- 

tions should not serve as inducements to crime, on this account, as 

well as with a view to improvement, all banishment should begin 

with several months of separate confinement, combined with hard la- 

bor, which generally intimidates idle and vagrant offenders. 

Measures of this kind are necessary, for I found everywhere in 
England the prisons filled with a disproportionate number of very 
young culprits, who had frequently already suffered one or more brief 
terms of imprisonment. Upon inquiry as to the causes of this cir- 

cumstance, I found them to be, in general: 

First, Neglect, from the lack of good parental instruction, in con- 
sequence of the early loss of parents, elopement from them, or ill 

treatment of step-parents. 

Secondly, The taste for pleasure too early awakened. The great- 
er number of those youth had stclen in order to frequent the theatre, 
porter houses, &c. ; this evil is so keenly felt, that the public atten- 
tion is directed to the necessity of a more careful and comprehensive 
instruction of the people. The greatest difficulty in this respect 
consists in the fact, that compulsory attendance at school is regarded 
as incompatible with English freedom. The causes of this early de- 
pravity lie however less in the want of school instruction than the 
great lack of household discipline. The disposition and character 
of the child is formed more in the family than in the school, and the 
latter can very seldom supply the place of the former. Institutions 
like Mettray only, to which we shall hereafter allude, answer this end 

the most perfectly. 

In the borqugh_ prison at_Liverpool, I found a remarkably large 
number of juvenile delinquents, who in fact belonged to the age of 
childhood. They were nof there, as at Parkhurst, detained in sepa~ 
rate confinement during the first part of the time; but the boys oc- 
cupy one division and the girls another. In both divisions they are 

constantly together. The instructors complained of the impossibility 
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of promoting reformation, and of the constantly relapsing children 2 
and gave their decided appr ation to the mi Of instruction a 

” ‘ob on t ode ft t t 

Parkhurst. 

Lord Denman, the distinguished Chief Justice of England, before 
mentioned, declared to me from his observation, that the constantly 
renewed crimes of children and youthful offenders, arose from the 
fact that there are a class of people in England, as with us, living 
from the proceeds of crime, among whom were very wealthy persons, 
namely, pawn brokers, who played the part of receivers with great 
cunning, inviting children and young people to crime, and then upon 
the trial, attempting to screen them as their instruments, b which 
a ceaseless burden was cast upon the police and the courte The 
justice of these remarks I had myself an opportunity of corrobora~ 
ting, from the expressions of certain of the boys imprisoned at Liv- 
erpool. To my question whether they did not perceive that it would 
be better to lead an honest life, they replied, “ that they feared, atter 
their discharge they should again commit crime; they had no mone 
and must therefore hasten back to their old haunts, where they were 
acquainted with many bad people, who would again as before, take 
advantage of them, until they should again get into prison.” On 
of them, to whom I related that the New-York Prison ‘Association 
sought to protect the discharged convict against new errors, and ob- 
tain work for them, interrupted me eagerly with the request, “* O can 
you not send me there, as soon as I am liberated; I would like to go 
there, where I could again lead an honest life.”? All I could io 
was to enlist the interest of the officers of the prison in his behalf. 

At Wakefield prison, one wing of which, containing about sixt 
cells, is occupied by boys. I spoke with some 30 of them, most of 
whom had already been three or four times in prison. They had 
been led into theft and burglary, not by poverty, but by vagranc 
and frequenting theatres, taverns, &c.; were orphans, or had “lo ed 
from their parents, and had lived in infamous lodging-houses noto- 
tious for their connection with receivers of stolen goods. In this 
ne much time had elapsed before they were arrested and punished, 
a early and deeply rooted depravity, must, by proper training in 

e family and school, be obviated. Such prevention of crime i 
evidently of more importance than its subsequent punishment. . 

. The boys in Wakefield prison, remain in Separate confinement du- 
we the whole term (at most two years). The effect is, notwith-} 
anding, neither deterring nor reforming; they return as often as i 

£ 

i an  
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when associated imprisonment prevailed. These facts show that 
neither svstem prevents relapses. The most certain method of ob. 
taining this end, is by proper care for neglected children, employ- 
ment, or the adoption of them into respectable families, as is done 
in the United States. Without care for the neglected, relapses are 
unavoidable. During the first year after the opening of the Wake- 
field prison, the boys were as rigorously confined as at the prison La 
Roquette, and were only allowed a little exercise daily. The conse- 
quence was, that very many became stiff in their knees, and besides 
very weak and unhealthy. This disappeared as soon as the superin- 
tendent allowed them to engage in foot-ball and other sports. The 
boys now receive their instruction, and engage in their amusements 
in common, and are healthy since the change. 

From this experience I am little inclined to place entire conf- 
dence in the favorable reports which from time to time we receive 
respecting the prison La Roquette as for example in the Guzette Meé- 
dical de Paris XVIe, Année Troisiéme Série, Tome 1, Feuilleton, 
Une visite aux prisons cellulaires de France, page 906 —919. The 
experience of Wakefield prison sanctions the inference that the con- 
tinued separation of the boys through many years in the prison La Ro- 
quette would have a very prejudicial effect upon the health, and in fact 
the frequent deaths in this prison are notorious. This prison was 
not originally intended for separate confinement, but was constructed 
after the model of Bentham, in vogue in England some thirty years 
since. It is notwithstanding as well managed as the old prison will 
allow, and the instruction and treatment of the children seem to be 

good. Many of them appeared, however, when I visited the institu- 
tion in December, 1846, in comparison with the boys at Parkhurst, 
very pale and feeble. The malaria of the fever was suggested to 
me as the cause of this appearance ; but the air seemed healthy. 
The prison lies open, and is surrounded only by low houses. As the 
complete examination of the French prisons, and their results, is 
much more difficult than in England, so it is less easy to decide as 
to the effects of the prison La Roquette ; and as I was informed in 
Paris that the results had been communicated to the Russian minister 
at length, I shall pass them over in silence. 

Unfortunately my time would not permit me to visit Mettray, 
which institution according, to general report, is one of the most in- 
structive. At the same time with myself, Messrs. Guapstone (a re- 
lative of the English Minister of Commerce,) and Chaplain TuRNE®, 
visited the Parkhurst prison. Both gentlemen had but a short time 
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previously spent considerable time at Mettray, and preferred the ar- 
rangements of the latter institution so decidedly to those of Park- 
hurst, that they purposed to attempt the modification of the institu- 
tion near London, with whose oversight they were connected, viz - “ The Philanthrophic Society, St. George’s Fields, in Middlesex ” for abandoned children, after the model Mettray. They acknow- 
ledged the undertaking to be a difficult one, for the secret of success 
lay not so much in Mettray asin M. Demerz. Only a man, who 
like M. Demnrz, had made the reformation of juvenile delinquents 
the object of his life, and had devoted himself to this object with 
his whole soul, with conspicuous talent, with warmth of feeling and 
firmness of character ; and who knew how to animate his associates 
with similar zeal, could hope to effect as much good as had been 
accomplished at Mettray. From what I have read of Mettray and 
M. Demerz, this judgment is undoubtedly correct, and therefore it is difficulty, although not impossible for a state to establish similar in- 
stitutions under the direction of similar men. 

According to the printed reports of Mettray, the fundamental 
principles upon which this “ Kolonde Agritote™ are founded are the 
following : 

ist. In the employment of accomplished teachers in the education 
and training of the boys. 

2nd. In the formation of little family cireles with an instructor at the head, and separate apartments for each so-called family. 

3d. In the use of moral suasion instead of force in the manage- ment of the boys. 5 

4th. In the healthy employment of the boys in agriculture, which also affords less opportunity for intercourse than sedentary employ- ments. 
” 

5th. In the combination of liberal contributions from private per- sons, with the support and protection of the government. 

M. Demetz has sought to make the arrangements at Mettray| coincide as nearly as possible with the family economy. This prin-| ciple comes the nearest to the nature of things. The family is the! best nursery of all social and civil virtue. For the want of it neg- lected children suffer more than from any other cause, as I think I have already shown by the examples in this respect, borrowed from  
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England. The nearer, therefore, that an institution for juvenile 

offenders approaches the family relations the better it is. This is the 
great merit of Mettray. Under the careful guidance of an unpaid 
teacher, who renders his service solely out of love to the cause, every 

40 boys occupy a house and garden. The whole establishment 
numbers many such teachers and houses. The instructor lives with 
the boys constantly, teaches and Jabors with them. Confidence and 
affection animate both instructor and pupil, rivet them to M. Demetz 
and effect the well-known favorable results. In all the recent 
Penitentiaries of France, at Mettray, Bordeaux, and Marseilles, &c , 

for juvenile offenders, agricultural employments have the preference. 
Institutions of this kind are constantly multiplying in France, as 
for instance lately in the Department “de Maine et Loire” and “ de 
VP Aube.” The prison de la Roquette, although to be regarded as a 

well intended effort, boasts no imitators. 

TIJ. Propositions RESPECTING THE INFLICTION OF PUNISHMENT BY 

Separate IMPRISONMENT. 

If we review the communicated results of the experience obtained 
in England and America, and ask, what is to be recommended, the 

<janswer must be as follows. 

The prisoners in Germany as well as in England, already built, or 
in the process of construction with single cells and courts, should 

serve, 

First. For the abbreviated detention consequent upon the present 
public proceedings of criminals before judgment. 

Secondly. For ail convicts sentenced to houses of correction com- 

pulsory labor, or labor upon the fortifications. of these,’ however, 

the following should be excepted. Separate imprisonment is not to 

be imposed upon: Ist. Convicts whose health requires a different 

mode of punishment: and 2nd, those sentenced to imprisonment for 

life, for it would be cruel and useless to retain these for a long tin 

in the costly and mentally injurious separate imprisonment. As ve 

with respect to the mental health, as the moral improvement, and 

the great expense of separate imprisonment, it is advisatle that the 

convicts should pass the first period of their sentence, perhaps 12 or 

18 months in separate confinement, being treated, employed, and in- 

structed during this time as at Pentonville and Parkhurst, only the 

labor should be more severe than it is there, in order that the punish- 
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ment should exert a deterring influence upon the great number of | 
lazy criminals, ! 

| 
According to English experience, it is deemed inexpedient with: 

respect to the health, the moral improvement of the criminal, and 
the expense of this mode of punishment, to extend the period of sepa- 
rate confinement beyond 18 months or 2 years. I am likewise un- 
willing to recommend a longer period. 

Should the experience in England and America be held as satisfac- 
tory, the first period of separate imprisonment might be fixed provi- 
sionally, at, perhaps, 18 months, and then the question might be laid 
before a commission of German Physicians, as to what duration se- 
parate imprisonment might be applied as a general mode of punish- 
ment without danger to the mental health of the convict. The cri- 
minals may, during the time of separate punishment, receive more 
instruction than in associated confinement. The chapels in all pri- 
Sons without exception, should have separate seats, similar to Pen- 
tonville, for service upon Sunday and for instruction during the week.| 

As every English and American prison is placed under the super- 
intendence of a number of men, who are partly officers and partly 
citizens, and who bear the name of “ Inspectors,” or “ Commission- 

ers,” &c., so it would be advisable here, to constitute a similar su- 

perintendence of officers and private men, who reside in the vicinity 
of the prison. + I have expressed myself at length on this subject in 
my former work, page 115, 117, to which I refer. 

It is the duty of such Inspectors to visit the prisoners in their cells 
unaccompanied by the officers of the prison, and to see that they are 
not treated with cruelty. The authority might be confided to them 
in connection with the physicians and officers of the prison, as in 
England, first, to transfer those prisoners whose health began to suf- 
fer from the effects of separate confinement; and secondly, they 
should have the right, with the approval of®the superior administra- 
tion, to continue in separate imprisonment those convicts who might 
prefer it. 

The number of those who of their own accord should prefer sepa- 
rate confinement during the whole term of their punishment, would 
evidently consist of the most docile. Many of these, in the prisons 
of the United States and England, seek to avoid all association with 
the other convicts, so as to be less easily recognized by them after  
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their discharge. It is clearly advisable to accede to this request. 

Selecting separate confinement of their own accord, they would be 

lenabled to bear it more easily, and with less danger for their mental 

[health. Thirdly, the above mentioned Board of Superintendence 

pmight be authorized to designate to the superior administration such 

‘convicts as are especially depraved and injurious to the others, and 

‘to recommend that they be kept in separate confinement as long af- 

‘ter the expiration of the first period as may be advisable. Female 

‘eonvicts should be confined in separate prisons, or at least in sepa- 

rate wings. In England, these are under the superintendence of the 

Chief Keeper, the Matron, and a number of worthy ladies, which last 

from time to time, visit the female prison. A similar arrangement 

might be recommended for Prussia. 

A committee of ladies is connected with the “ Prison Association 

of New York,” to whose assistance many a female convict is indebt- 

ed for her return to virtue. 

Even in the best prisons it is requisite that members of this Board 

of Superintendence should occasionally visit the convicts, so as to 

obviate possible misusages or neglect on the part of the prison offi- 

cers. Without such supervision, modifications foreign to their origi- 

nal objects, may easily be introduced into any prison. For the dis- 

ciplinary authority of an officer may be so much the mvre easily 

abused, as his patience will be so frequently tested by the convicts. 

Where this supervision is wanting, the greatest cruelty may be exer- 

cised, without coming to the light. The mild discipline and govern- 

ment of the prisons in Philadelphia is to be ascribed more to the 

benevolent and humane influence of the Quakers, and the Inspectors 

who think with them, than to separate imprisonment; without this 

supervision, this system may be easily changed to the most cruel 

mode of punishment. No system of punishment but requires the 

most careful conduct and treatment of good Officers, Instructors and 

Inspectors. 
a 

To harmonize the infliction of punishment by separate imprison- 
ment with the criminal code, there should be a legal measure of the 
elation of separate imprisonment to the modes of punishment hither- 

o in use. As Ihave already observed, this measure, founded upon 

experience in England and practically established there, regards each 

month of separate imprisonment as equal to three months of trans- 

portation or other confinement. This measure is there considered, 

by jurists and the public, as generally just. 

  
} female prison at Sing Sing, and in all the English prisons named in 
the commencement of my report, in which I found the silent system i 

; in force; all bodily inflictions as disciplinary punishments are discard- YP 
| ed, and instead of such inflictions separate imprisonment for certain 
| days, weeks or months in the cells, of which a sufficient number is| és 

py 
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The judges may continue to sentence according to the penalties 
| provided in the code; they must, however, be charged so to apply 

the above measure, as to estimate in long sentences, the first period; 

of 18 months separate imprisonment as equivalent to 4} years o 
other confinement. The judges may, accordingly, in their sentences, 
fix the duration of separate and associated imprisonment, or simply 
sentence according to the penalties provided in the code. In the lat- 
ter case, the above mentioned board of superintendence should be 
empowered to apply the general measure suggested for the continu- 

ance of separate imprisonment in each particular case. 

In the cases previously suggested in which, first prisoners of their 
own accord prefer separate confinement, or secondly those whose in- 
fluence would be injurious to the others, and therefore remain in sep- 
arate custody beyond the first period of punishment, a limited abate- 
ment only, of the remaining sentence should take place. A greater 

abbreviation should only occur in the way uf pardon ; for criminals 
wlio are sent back from associated to separate imprisonment, as a 

punishment, no allowance should be made. 

The dread of being removed from associated confinement to the 
cells, as a penalty for bad conduct will suffice to pursue order and si- 
lence, without resorting to the severe corporeal penalties, with which 
the Auburn or silent system in America is justly reproached. In the’ \ 

‘ 

y 

¢ 
* 

provided in each prison, suffices. The silent system in its application. - 

in England, has, therefore, acquired a milder character than it had , 
| originally in America. 

In the punishment of criminals, sentenced to five or six years 
of confinement, it would be advisable to change the confinement 

In Jarger , 

the termination of the first 18 months to continue the separation at | 
| night only, and permit associated labor by day. By the proposed al- 

ternation of both modes, the punishment itself will acquire such an 
elasticity in its application, that it will be possible to avoid the doubt- 

ful points of the Philadelphia and the Auburn system, and to com- 
bine the advantages of each. 

according to the proposed measure for separate imprisonment to two| >> 
. years; and not to allow of associated imprisonment at all. 

f terms of punishment it might be advisable bere as in England, after) 7  
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The convicts in associated imprisonment, should be carefully class- 
ified according to age, health and education, as developed at the trial 
and in separate confinement. They should labor in small divisions 
of perhaps 25 men. Horticulture or agriculture should be recom- 
mended as the employment in spring, summer and autumn, and me- 
chanical or manufacturing industry only during the winter; and in 
case these employments were insufficient for the whole number of 
convicts. In this respect, the successful experiments at Parkhurst 
in England, and at Mettray are very instructive. Agriculture and 
horticulture separate the workmen more than manufacturing employ- 
ment, prevents, therefore, more easily all communication—facilitates 
moral discipline, as is everywhere demonstrated by agricultural peo- 
ple—promotes health, and exerts a particularly favorable influence in 
scrofulous diseases, which, in separate confinement, are very speedily 
developed. Fresh air and farming occupations, are in Mettray, re- 

se~y garded as the best medicine, and in the best manufactories of Eng- 

a 

~ 

land, the effort is now made to induce the workmen to employ their 
evening hours in horticulture, for the sake of their physical welfare. 
These facts deserve consideration also, in connection with the pre- 
sent subject. 

There are in Germany still many tracts of waste land, which by 
irrigating or draining, and above all by careful labor, might be ren- 
dered productive. As the State has to provide for thousands of con- 
victs, requiring no wages, but cells, coarse clothing and simple diet 
only, and as the management in Prussia is geneally economical, itis 

. to be expected that in this manner, tracts of land might be made 
' productive, whose produce and value would at least equal the labor 

- made, and the general welfare promoted. 
ea 
~ 

ho 
~N 

In this way peaceable conquests might be 
It might, therefore, be 

advisable to erect prisons in such districts, with perhaps 300 cells, 
especially in case new prisons are to be built; or old prisons con- 

veniently situated might be fitted up with cells. 

expended upon them. 

In England extensive tracts have, by irrigation or draining, and 

this too by free labor, been rendered productive. 

A comparatively small number of soldiers would suffice to estab- 
lish a cordon around the convicts while laboring in the field, so as 

to prevent escapes. In Sing-Sing 25 men armed with loaded weap- 
ons are sufficient to prevent escapes among a thousand convicts oF 
more. This is not so difficult as it would appear to be, for the con- 
victs know that not only these 25 men but every citizen would be 
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interested to send them back to prison in case any should attempt to 
escape. Should it be thought necessary to employ a larger military 
guard, which in our circumstances might be advisable, a few batta- 
lions would suffice to watch over the associated bands of convicts 
employed in different places. In this way the military might render 
the State a very substantial service, which, however, might be dis- 
pensed with in winter when the convicts were employed in their 
workshops at mechanical or manufacturing labor. 

With respect to the latter employments it is known, that in Ger- 
many as well as in certain of the United States, the artizans and - 
manufacturers have complained seriously, that the labor of convicts 
was hired so cheaply by the contractors, they-were in a condition in 
consequence of the greater cheapness of the ware produced in prison 
to undersell and supplant the free laborer in the market, To afford 
no ground for this complaint it would be advisable, either, as in the 
Eastern Penitentiary at Philadelphia, to admit no contractors and to 
sell the wares at the market price, so that the prison in this respect - 
would stand upon the footing of a manufactory; or, as in the houses 
of industry at Bremen, to labor for export. By these means the 
monopoly of the contractors, which classes with the free labor of the 
mechanic and manufacturer would cease. If no contractor enjoyed 
tne monopoly of the cheaper and uninterrupted labor of the convicts, 
and if the products of convict labor were sold in open market as oth- 

er products are, there would be no ground for complaint ; for the 
convicts would have been compelled, had they been at liberty, to 
labor either in workshops or in the field, in order to earn their sup- 

} port. While unemployed, and obtaining a livelihood by criminal 
means they have been imprisoned, and if they labor there no one 
would complain, if their employment by contractors did not disturb 
the regular course of trade. Where this is not the case such institu- 
tons stand upon the footing of manufactories, of which no one com- 

j Plains. That the prisoners should manufacture all the articles need- 
ed by the prison, for example the clothing for the prisoners, repairs, 
&e., I have already set forth in my work before cited. At any rate 
the complaints referred to, and the difficulty of finding useful and 

: healthy employment for the criminals would be avoided, in case hor- 
ticulture ; and agriculture should constitute the predominating pur- 
Suits, 

Industry and good conduct, should, as in England, be rewarded. 

[Assembly, No. 198.] 23  
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First, By compensation from any possible surplus of earnings ; 

’ which should be deposited in savings banks, to enable the convict at 
; his liberation to embrace some honest employment or to emigrate. 

| (The latter is particularly advisable.) 

Secondly, By recommending the discharged convicts to the prison 
societies, who should aid them with good council. 

The most important consequence of this consists in the fact that 
the liberated convict who desires to Jead an honest and better life, is 
protected by such a society, and freed from the influence of former 
fellow conyicts. It is well known that discharged convicts often ex- 
ercise a very injurious influence upon their former companions by 
threatening to expose them. Many a convict is thus prevented from 
leading an honest life and incited anew to the commission of crime, 
This is one of the reasons which led to the introduction of separate 
confinement in Philadelphia. This reason ceases to be of force, how- 
ever, as soon as the discharged prisoner is protected by the Prison 
Association. 

The experience of the New York Prison Association affords the 
gratifying evidence that the greater number of liberated convicts 
prefer an honest to a dishonest life, in case they are placed un 
der the guardianship of a society of respectable men. This fact 
is regarded there also as removing one of the weightiest objections 
to associated imprisoninent. Even separate imprisonment, without a 
similar care, as I have expressed in my former work, page 151, is 
attended with relapses. In this respect, also, the question depends 
less upon abstract systems, than upon the manner of their applica 

tion. 

The Prison Association of New York, advises the liberated coa- 
victs to acknowledge themselves as such to those by whom they are 
employed. The Agent of the Society does not withhold the fact that 
the proteges are discharged convicts. The demand for labor is there 
so great that the Agent is in circumstances to obtain employment for 
those seeking it. The two following examples may suffice, instead 
of many others that might be quoted, to show that the open acknowl J 
edgment of having been in prison has been advantageous to dis- 
charged convicts. A discharged convict in New York conducts 4 
hotel which is patronized by the wealthiest people, and another since 
his discharge has amassed a respectable fortune as a chemist. Both 
occupations depend upon the confidence of the public, and this is 
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bestowed upon individuals whose former crimes (forgery) were as 
generally known as their business tact. 

Those discharged convicts not placed under supervision, and who 
find employment elsewhere, are at liberty to pursue their own choice. 

But if, after care has been taken for the improvement of the dis- 
charged convicts in the manner indicated, one should now and then 
be unwilling to engage in honest labor, and prefer to pursue his old 
practices instead, subjecting himself repeatedly to imprisonment, he 

proves himself to be incorrigible and the question arises, what shall 
be done with such? This inquiry especially concerns the great num- 

ber of depraved criminals in the United States ‘and Europe, who live 
by crime; as for example, pick-pocksts, burglars, swindlers, forgers, 
&c. People of this sort are, for the most part, of idle habits, and 
use every means, therefore, to live without work, and are in fact in- 
corrigible. For repeated crimes of this nature, it seems proper that 

the law should decree, that the second or third offence should be pun- 
ished, as in England, with transportation or imprisonment; in both 
cases for life, 

It is the duty of the government to provide for the safety of person 
and property, and so protect the peaceable citizen from the attacks 
and injuries of incorrigible criminals. Either society or the criminal 

must suffer, and justice demands that the guilty should suffer. The 
incorrigible criminal is unfit for civilized society, and should be ex- 
cluded from it. The prisons intended for these might be similar to 

those which serve for the second or associated period of imprisonment, 
having separate cells to be used at night, and provided with work- 
shops and gardens for associated employment by day. Silence need 
be maintained, however, only during the hours of labor; in the peri- 
ods of leisure, the prisoner might converse in the presence of an in- 
structor, or the superintendent; but conversation of an immoral or 
depraved character should not be allowed. In this manner all unne- 
cessary severity might be avoided, and society secured from incorri- 
gible criminals. 

Juvenile offenders under 16 years of age should be sent to prisons 
especially provided for them. It need hardly be mentioned that the 
boys and girls should be kept in separate institutions. The manage- 
ment of these should be like that of the boys’ prison at Parkhurst 
or the institution at Mettray. In the first case the children should 
be detained only the first month in separate confinement, and in asso-  
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ciated confinement afterwards. Success will depend chiefly upon the 
careful selection of officers, instructors and chaplains. The perma- 
nent separation of the children, as at La Roquette, is not to be rec- 

ommended, Even in Pennsylvania, where separate confinement for 
adult criminals prevails, the children in the House of Detention at 
Philadelphia, are kept in associated custody by day, and are separa- 
ted by night only; and the same regulation prevails in all the other 
prisons for youth in the United States, as at New-York, Boston, &c, 
The prison La Roquette stands alone, and it is especially noteworthy 
that even in France, Mettray is adopted as a model instead of it. 

Persons who have committed crime while insane, must be sent to 

mad-houses; the time spent there, however, should be reckoned in 
the period of punishment. Should this rule be adopted, instances of 
feigned insanity would not often occur. 

The principle by which I have been guided in the preceding prop- 
ositions has been to investigate carefully what experience has_hith- 
erto demonstrated to be expedient, in order to ascertain by its light 
the improvements adapted to our own country. 

By order of the Executive Committee. 

JOHN D. RUSS, M. D., 

Cor. See. Pris. Ass’n. 
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Saltus Fey. cc. ccce cece ucesanccnccescctucceccesenes 

Sampson J., ..seeeee cose 

Sanderson E. P., ....ccecsccececcceccecucesccevcecs 
Schieffelin A. B. & S. Ay. .ccscevscescceesencceecces 
Schieffelin Co.,..cescecscccssseceesceseuscnceesenes 
Schieffelin U. M., 

Schlessinger P.,.....ccscsscecessssccccccescccenens 
Schuchartt F., .ccesseccceccsucccesccsscceccece cease 
Sedgwick Th. 

THOT aoe ea eenerer eases ases sensae 

weer sere neee 

Bee eee eee nsee esse ne 

Ce a rs 

ee is 

seer cere nese ccce 

Pa eee recor cece 

Sven eee tees 

ee ee eee 

Co ee  Y 

Pi PHC AMHR eee ereeeeetaeEHesetesesdeooes 
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Sheldon Henry, . see- 20 00 

Sherman Collins, .... van eeeeee 10 00 

Smith Wm., ... ween acew cece 00 

Spencer G.G.,....... ea ece neon en we cece e cece cee eee . 00 

Studin E., .....cseceeees easeeeee save eee e eee ee eens 00 

Sturges E., .. 2.000. anes 00 

Sturges Jona., oo... sees cece cece cece nsec nenenene cos 00 

Suarez L. Ju, oc cee cece cee cece cnc ece cee eeeceas 00 

Swift Hurlbut,,.....cc cece cease wccenne 00 

- Talbot C. N., 00 
Townsend S. & Co.,... ccc cece sees sees cece sesoce 00 

Tracy Irvin & Co., ..... ee eeeeee ee ence cect ncenees 00 

Trenord.,.cccccaccecesccn cence cece sees convene eee 00 

Tweedy E., .... see seeeee ee ceee nce ens 00 

Tweedy O. B.,.. 2. cece cece scence ee nece seen aceens 00 

Van Rensselaer P. S.,..... eee eae teen eee e een eees 00 

Walker Josephy. .. cee cece ceee ence cree cree cccecee 00 

Walsh Mallory, & Co.,. ...eceeeccce cee 00 

Ward A. H., ........ . 00 

Warren J.,..c.c cece cece eee e nee caee te cere cee eee 00 

Wetmore O. & A., ...e cee eee voce seee rece 00 

W.C.N,,. ce 0. eee cnet cee weer ences 00 

Whiting A.,......... . 00 

Wright, Sturgis & Shaw, oe cece t eres eeee 00 

Wilbur & Scott, teen ee eereee 00 

Willetts S.,... cece eee eeeee 00 

Wilson D. M. & Con oc cece ccc c cee ccecnwce cues eae 00 

Winslow R. H.,. 00.000 cece cece scene vee 00 

Wood Wm., . sew e a eeen eae nes 00 

Woolf & Gillespie, vent cee eens ence ees 00 

Woolsey E.J.,. cc cece cscs ccecccces 00 

Zimmerman Z.,. csceee cree veer vcccccceevcvece 00 

Collections in Troy, New York. 

Bills Any sce ccce cece ccecesce cect seccecees 

Cash, ... ccc ccce cece ccaeeacees 
Hart Philip, .....0..cececeeseees 
McCoun Mrs... cc cece cece nse ee a nseeneeues 

Carried forward, ...ccecsceccecccceccsecors 

; oUF 
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Brought forward, ...........cceees Ot eee eee . 
Marshall B.,...... 

Sage Wm. F., 
Slocum H.,° 

Vail Mr, ..ce cscecceeceueucess . 
Willard E., ........ 

Bartlett & Co., 

Cash, ....cee 

Crosby Mr.,...0 cece ccsesceoece 

Emmot Jas.,...000.000005 oe 

Morse 8S. F. B.,.... sees 

Sterling Wm. C.,.......6. . 

Ditto in Albany. 

Prentiss J. H.,.... 

Ditto in Waterbury, Connecticut. 

Benedict Aaron,........4. 

Hotchkiss J., ..... 

Curtiss H., 

Parker Charles, 

Webb Walter,.... 

Yale John,  
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The Yearly Report of the Female Department of the Prison Associa- 

tion, from Jan. 1, 1849, to Jan. 1, 1850. 

Expenditures, 1849. 

Provisions and fuel,.... 

Working materials,........- 

Dry goods, ....... 
Travelling expenses, ....s+.eee0 cee eens cone eeee 

Household articles,... 

Stationery, &Kc.,......05 

Postage,...eesseres 

Medicine,...... cece ceve cee 

woe $1281 53 

28 41 

279 36 

61 74 

168 02 

2 10 

4 29 

9 39 

38 65 

188 2 

16 43 

347 25 

10 50 

64 00 

160 00 

50 00 

20 00 

3 50 

188 50 

ee ee ee 

ee eee weet aree esas nese 

wena tence roe necene 

Saeweresone 

een seenee 

Sewing,. ..ceccccesseccnenes ev eeeees 

Commissions for collecting,. .. Be ver eweesresere 

Wages, ..ccccccncveenccescsccascecencccens 

Printing, ...- 

Treasurer,..... 

Steamboat, Capt. Smith, ..... 

Advertising, ... 

Rent, ....eceres 
Moving goods, 2 00 

First entertainment at the Tabernacle, ......se.eeeee0. 9 77 25 
Second do . we 72 ‘i4 

Water tax,....... 000 12 00 

Steamboat, ...scecsceccccccccceessscecceseecssees 126 07 
00 13 

470 00 

$3622 11 
25 53 

3647 64 
———— 

Pe ee eR eens reserves sese sense 

se et asee none eneeesee 

Lodging, .... esses. 

Appropriation towards the erection of a house, .... 

To balance to new account,. ....eeceseccccuces 
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Receipts, 1849. 

Subscriptions,.... 0.4. 
Donations, ......ee. 

Work, Se ene e rene eee e eee cee eeet eens 

Tickets for concert, ....... cece cece cscocssecececsee 
Money returned by inmates,........0.0. 

sete nenesesenseesece 

Pewee e ener neaesccessen 

ee ey 

Ce ee ee ee 

First entertainment at the Tabernacle,........ 
Second do 

Sale of articles, steamboat fare, &c., 2.600% 

Money loaned by Mr. Beatty,. ....0..2+eceeerecneecs 

Cotton bags and paper,......ceceeesees 

Money returned by J. T. Hopper,.....sseccseccscce 

Mr. Wm. Bennett, travelling expenses for an inmate,... 

Balance from last year,......cecceeeeees 

see e cnet sone 

Donations in Cash. 

Corporation of the city of New-York,..ccesseeccee vent 

Mrs, Frances Ann Bembles-- 

The Female Association, ......0e.ece eee 

Jas. G. King & Sons, .... 0.02000. 
Mr. Jas. Walker, ...... 

Mr, C. Cameron, ...... 000000. 

Hopkins & Western, ... 
Cash, ... 

Mrs. Jas, Brown, 

Mr. Robert Ray, .........0. 

Mr. B. Blanco,......0..000 
M. Bard & Sonje..csee cece ceeneeceees eee ceee eens 

Miss Jay, .cseccceccscccee secu cena ssssseeeseeeenes 
Mrs. Mary Bronson, 

Mr. P. Cooper,....... 

Cameron & Brand, 
Mr. W: 

re ee 

eevee ee oreo rsem nena eres 

TM. Walt,, .ccccscccevcntvecet seeteasecssecees 

$106 00 

2566 87 

483 86 

28 00 

16 58 

10 00 

153 25 

122 49 

126 06 

13 00 

00 35 

14 18 

3 00 

4 00 

$3647 64 

$500 00 

250 00 

120 00 

50 00 

25 00 

25 

25 

25 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 
00 

00 

00 

00  
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Mr. J. Gihon,......5. 

Mrs. Banyer, ......+ 

Boiceau & Busch, 

J. & J. Stewart, ....06 eee weaneoee ee cceeces 

Mrs. C. EB, Colgate,.....eeeeeeees seees 

Mrs. Geo. Colgate, .....-. 

Mr. Elihu Townsend, 

Mr. Gerard Stuyvesant,....0.ececeen cen seco ees eee 

Mr. Beny’n Flanders, ...... 

Mr. Silas C. Herring, .....0.eee sees ceeees 

M. R. Jeffries & Sons... ..ce cece nsec cece reeeees eaees 

Mr. C. H. Shipman,......... cece : 

Mr. Wm. Hoyt,....... 

Tracey & Irwin, 

Mr. Chas. Marshall, 

Patton & Stewart, ...... 

Mr. Chas. D. Hazen, 

Mr. S. J. Beebe, .....0 cece eee 

W. B. & Cow. cece cece aes ouseeee 

Mr. Jas. Brower,.......+-+ se enenes eee ees 

Mr. J. H. Leroy, .....c cece eeeees sence e cece eeeens 
Mr. J. W. Alsop, .. 

Mr. A. Barclay, ..... 

Mr. Wm. Woods, ......+0500+ 

Mr. H. W. Johnston,.. vee cere seen eeeeee 

Mr. G.B. Lamar, ..... cece cee e cece teen eens se eeeee 
Cammon & Whitehouse, ......e+eseees 

Cash, .... 

Cash,...... - 

R. M. Blackwell & Co., ...6 eee reves 

Mr. Wm. Halsey, .....+.00 20004. 

Mr. John Halsey,... 
Beals, Busch & Co.,.....- ceevee 

Mr. Wm. Outhout, ......0c cece eee were eee ec ce ee eens 

Cash, -... 

ee 

J. M. & C. Oppenheim, ........ 

Mr. J. Hyeth, ....cccceeecee cscs ceeeceseeseete sees 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

_10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

30 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

8 00 

5 00 

5 00 
5 00 

5 00 

5 06 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 
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Cash, .cercen cece 0 cecunscerccesces 

Mr. J. L. Sheiffollin,. .......-. 

Mr. Fred. A. Delano,... 

A. Sige cece ccnees 
Mrs. Guston, ....seessscceees eee 

Mr. Francis Griffiny.......00.0 

Mrs. Eliza Morgan,. 

Mr. A. T. Hicks,...... 

H.G. C.,... 
Mr, Wm. Burger, ..... 

Mr. Augustus Belknap, . 

Mr. G. Henry Fox,.... 

Stamford Manufacturing Co.,.. 

Mrs. Bell)... sce cece ens cten cece ncences aces wees 

= Mrs. Chas. E. Quincy, ........ 

, Lord, Warren & Salter,.......... 

Mr. E. Tweedy, . 

F Mr. F. H. Stevens, 

B Mr. . Johnson, ......... 
f Mr. Alex. Megary, ....... 
g Mr. Wm. R. Janeway, .... 

= Taylor & Merrill, 

a Mr. U. A, Levy, 

, Mr. Bartholomew,..... 

§ Mr. Josiah Rich, 

John M. Bruce & Sons,.......+5 

§ Mr. Geo, H. Grannis, ...... cece 00s 

Mr. Bishop, .....+. 

Mr. John Nickerson, 

E. F. Cook & Co., seeeeee . 

Mr. W. G. Hunt,. cc. cece seee cease 
T. Liye ceceees 
Mr. A. Journey, Jr. ....0..4 

Lewis Atterbury & Co., .. 

Shepherd, Wright & Co.,....cecceceecseceeeees wees 
Groydon, Swanwick & Co.,.... 

B Mr. D. Trimble, .......... 

|Assembly, No. 198.]  
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T. Putnam & Co.,...... cee eceeee we 

Spier Christ & Co., .... ccc ceeece 

Mr. Andrew Muir,.......00 005 

Mr. D. Lane, . 1... ..ee eee 

Mr. Rich’d Bigelow, 

Cash, ... sce seeees 

Mr. F.C. Tucker,........ eee ewer eeee ne os 

Mr. Shepherd Knapp, 

Mr. August Belmont,..... 

Mr. N. G. Rutgers, .... 

Cash, . oe 

Cash, oc. cece cece nee enc eeeas sec eee ene occ ea eens 

Mr. J. Van Buren,.... 

Mr. Aziah Wright, 

Mr. F. Rawdon, 

Mr. J. F. Butterworth, ........ 

. F. Griffin,.. 2... e ee escaee eae 

Mr. H. Morgan, .......... 

Mr. W. Bloodgood,.......... vee 

Mr. Aden Smith, .......0 cee cece cee cee nee ences 

Mr. C. N. Fearing, ...6.4.- 

ad eaaneseeee soe 

Mr. W. D. Cogswell,..... 

Mr. Thos. R. Foster, ..... 

Cash, ....seeseee nee cece cece tceene ee eeeees eee 

Cash, ....2.0..00- eee ec ee nee 

Mr. Casey, ... 25.0006 eee cee ene tees 

Mr. E. W. Stoughton,.........-00- . 

Mr. Chas. G. Moore,..... 0.4 

Mr. Ezra White, 

Cash, occ ccc cece ccee cece cece veneers rseenee 

J. A. Schaffeliny .....2 cece cece ccce cece seas ceees 

Mr. Theodore Sedgwick, ....-00.+eece00. vee seeceeee 

Tibets & Nots, 

S. & E. Decoppit, 

J.S. Roy cee ewes decane cceereees ee neee ees eee 

ee evesne ee ee ee 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 
5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 
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Mr. J. B. Graham, 
Cashy..ee eee eee, 

oe eee sseen 

DPOB em weensce cee 

Mr. B. Whitlock, 

goaee 

Gross & March,......, 
Harper & Co., 

Mr. W. S. Lake, 

Cash,.....00., 

Mr. S. Burkhalter, 

Miss Colegate, 

Cash, .. 

Mrs, George Folsom, . 
MP. VW. ow. Martin, 
Mr. 0. C. Hay, 
Mr. Wm. Hooker 

Seem ccen caer 

? 
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By Mrs. Jas. Bearry. 
Cash,..... pe eecenes sone veces sense . @ \rs. James Boorman, 
Mr. Wm. A. Beecher, ...e.seecceeceeeee sesee Mrs. A. Norrice, 

Cash, ..cceeescceece Seaman & Muir, 

Mr. F. Milleroux, ...... . . we vee. Mr. Elsworth, . 

Cash, ....eee sees eens . Mr. L. Apgar, .eee.es Bee cee cece cece eee ewe nee . 

W.-M. P., ose eee e ee seeseeeeecs me . Wim. R. Paynter, .. 0. ce cee eee eee eee e cee eees 

Mr. E. Beadelstone, 

Cashy.ceccccescressceccetase auee 

Cash. ..e cee rece ceenes 

Cash, ....eeeceeeneeee 

Mr. C. McGuire, .....+.4+ ee Dr. Brandreth, vceecceecenacentcnceceee 

Miss Amelia Harvey, ..-..-- sere reeeceeees Mr.C. Gilbert, cc. cc cc cece cccecsececeueceeees se sees 
Cash, een enone reeeees sae Tompkins, Ball & Black, 

Cash, oo. cece cece cee e cece reneecerace Mr. John Halsey,........ veces 

Cash, cc. cece cece cece e rene eee nn cc essteneeeenens Mr. Wim. Halsey, ...... 

Mr. D. W. Mauen, . . W.C, James & Co.,..... 

F.W. P. tee Wm. C. Bryant & Co., 

Gash, .seccscccec cece cesesecees Mrs James McCullough, ..........08... eect eee eee . 
Cash, 

Cash, . ccc cee cece scence et sees rscesenssectteres Cash, ....s00, eee eeee ees ence cones ence eew eens 
Cash, - cere cece eee ceneneceees 0S | 

Cash, ...cececceeeeees veeeee Mr. S. T. Constant,.........6. neces 

Cash, . Mr. J. T. Stratton, 

Cash, .... eee reece eee neee ses Mr. H. Morgan, ..... 

Cash, ...-eee eee a seen Mr. Ralph Hunt,.......-.0065 

Cash, : 

Cash, . 

Cash, sone cece anaes weeee 

Cash, ...66. eee see eee Mr. Fraetus,........ 
Cash, . Mr. J. A Whitney, 

Cash, ...eccc cece cee sete cenensees Mr. Wm. J. Woodward, 
Cash, cece cece eee cece eeeees lr. W. C. Hunter, 

Cash, . : se ee scene «Hunters, ....2 cece ceeenee 

Cash, .. teeeeee . . Henry E. Cudlip,..... sees ee 
Cash, ..... ace cect eee pert eens eee e ese eaee , . E. Wygant, deeeees 

Cash, . seecceees : serene . A. N. Brown, ......05 

Cash, . trees scan ccerecs . »R, McCluskey,...+...... 
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Taylor & Son, ...0 cee cece cece cen reese seen esevenee 

Mr. Geo Elder, .....cscccecccc ccc csseenecnsenuces 

Mr. V. LeCompt, ..scecssecccecccccces sess ccees 

Mr. Agate, .....eee+- saceees eee neneeee 

Mr. Wm. H. Babbett,......ceeceseerece 

A Lady, . ccc cece ceneccce cece sesaecnees 

Mr. Jas. Tanain, .....c cee cece cera ceeecneccccecs 

R. S. & A. Stewart, ccs cccecccccccccssccseens 

Mr. Marcus Spring,...- see -eceeree cree ccseretenece 

Mr. A. G. Phelps, 2... cece eeeeeeeeces 

Dr. A. Sherman, .....ccccccecccesreecccesccecseene 

Various persons, ...-++.-- wee ence rene ence ceeteeee 

Mr. Piercy, ...cce sees cecnecee cece cee sccceceseces 

By Mr. J. T. Hopper. 
Mr. Wm. J. Haskell, .....2.-00.05 

Mr. Richard J. Smith, ..... cee neswesee veces 

Mr. Jas. H. Titus, .... cece ccc eeeveee cree cceenens 

A Friend,.....-sccecececnsccenes 

By Mrs. Grssons. 
A Friend, : 

Mr. Seth Thomas, of Plymouth Hollow, Conn... -ee eee 

A Gentleman,........0.6. 

Mrs, Poultney,.......00+ 

Mr. Simeon Draper,.......0.. 

Mr. Jas. H. Titus,..... ence e ss eeees oe eeececeeee 

Mrs. Prime,...s ccc cece sees ecacnce 

Mr. Pinckney,....... eeeeee 

Mrs. Sackett,....2 cece cceescccnccesccesses vescees 

An unknown friend, .......... eee ee ee ee 

By Mrs. Kinxianp: 
Mrs. Steele, 0.002.605 

A Friend,...+..cesceees 

Cash, 

Mr. C, ‘Ss. Francis, weet een ees tee 

Mr. John Thomas,......s0eeee0e. se sccm asec sescccee 

Mr. Geo. Treland, IJr.j..ccee seer cree cceen 

Mr. Nath. Currier,........ 

Mr. Moses H. Grinnel,..... cece cece cence ccecace sees 

375 

By one or tHe Committee: 
Rome ee om ares aesasees Miss Hinckley, ... 

Cash, weet eee cece censa: 

A Friend, by Mrs. Russell, .. cece ceees cece eee 

An unknown friend,........ 

Mr. Sturgess,.....0.00 

Mr. P. Cooper,. .......... 

By Mrs. Epear Hicks: 
A Friend,.....cceasceseees 

Two Friends,..... 

Mr. Cornel,...... 

Miss M. S. Unperuit: 
Mr. Daniel Trimble, ... eee meee neem ese sae ee eeererce 

Miss Mary Hill, seen e ee eee eens 
Mrs. Hall,... cee cece neces st eeeens 

By Miss Mannine: 
Mrs. Ropes,.....00. 

Mrs. E. S. Gould posees 

By Mr. R. Sepewicx: 
Several friends,.....c.csce cece cece sens suse ccecaces 

. By Dr. Parmury: 
Miss Vanhorn,.....ecese0s en ee neem ecce sare nesesees 

By Mrs. F. Honr: 

Donations in Goods. 

By Mrs. Jas. Bearry: 
Mr. H. H. Day, 25 pairs of India rubber shoes; Mr. Jas. Wiggins, 

20 pairs shoes; Dr. Comstock, $3 worth of medicine; Suydam, 

Sage & Co., 1 bbl. of flour; Nelson, Webb & Co., 2 bbls. of fish ; 

W. & G. Oakley, 1 bag of meal; Mr. Titus, bbl. crackers; Mr. 
Mabbett, 1 piece calico; Harris & Ockerhausen, 120 weight sugar. 

By Mrs. Kirxianp: 
Twenty-five dollars worth of clothing, from a Friend. 

By M. 8. Unperuitx : 

Mary Hill, 20 boxes hooks and eyes, 1 gross pearl buttons, 1 box 

needles, 5 combs, 10 pieces of tape, 65 skeins sewing silk, and sun- 
dry small articles.  
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By Susan B. Day. 

, 1 doz. hair brushes and half doz. combs ; 

stationery from S. W. & W. Wood. 
By Mrs. E, Hicxs. 

Mr. Benjn. T. Seaver, one piece calico, 54% yards. 

By Mrs. Emery : 

Mr. Augustus Graham, ten dollars’ worth dry goods; stationery, 

by Mr. Hugh Dunn ; 12 iron bedsteads, worth $100, from Augustus 

Graham. 
, 

groceries ; 

By Maras. Jas. Gippons: 

D. Blatchford, a little boy 9 years of age, a paper of candy; Mr. 

Jas. Thompson, basket of cake ; Mrs. Hall, 1 cheese and box of 

candy; Mr. Ephraim Treadwell, 1 box crackers; Mr. Dunlap, 

splendid bouquets ; Mr. Edgar Hicks, baskets of magnificent flowers ; 

the Misses Salters, flowers and candy ; Mr. Dennis Harris, 1 bbl. 

sugar; Mr. Treadwell, 1 box crackers; Mr. Heustace, 1 box 

crackers. 

A mangle, from Dr. Russ ; half a firkin cooking butter, from Mrs. 

Trimble; household furniture and crockery, from Mary Day; 4 

bundle of clothing, from an unknown friend ; stationery, from J. M. 

& W. Wood ; fancy articles, through Mrs. Russell. 

Subscribers. 

Mrs. Jas. Beatty,.+0+ seeeeee wevcccee $2 00 

Mrs. A. Gibbons,...- . ceceeeeese 2:00 

Mrs. Dill,.cseceeeeceeceeeeeee ees veveee 200 

Mrs. Knight, ...00csee sees cee cece cee ence 2 00- 

Mrs. Hicks, ....seeeesee cece ees aeaeeneees 4 00 

Mrs. Bord, ....-- . weereces. 2 00 

Mrs. Cornell, . 2 00 

Mrs. Smith, .... 0008 -seeee ee oe .. 200 

Mrs. Geo. W. Halsted,......00-6 1 00 

Miss E. A. Maver,....-.seceeeeeee 2 00 

Miss C. M. Sedgwick,...-.ceecscescrecnercrensceees 3 00 

Miss M. S. Underhill, .......+.+ 2 00 

Mrs. Manning,.......+. caeeee cece ence eeeeees 2 00 

Mrs. C. P. Clinch, ...e+.cceeveenees weee 2 00 

Mrs. Abbot Low, sssscocseeccerccee nese aren seen cece? 3 00 

Miss Foster, (matron at the Tombs,) ...+..--seeeseeeees 2 00 

Saves esseresesssesese 

No. 198. | 

Mrs. Day, 

Miss Susan Day, ......e0..seee . 

Miss Hannah Uunderhill, 

Mrs. Wood, 

Miss Hinckley,......ceececccceeccees . a 

Mrs. Wm. Sturges, .......eseeesseees se eeee 
Miss Jane Sedgwick, 

Mrs. Alfred Hall, 

Mrs. John, Thomas,....... sn vew cece scene 

Miss Thomas, 

Mrs. Ogden Haggerty, .. 

Mrs. Marburg, ... 

Mrs. Fitch, 

Mrs. J. B. Graham, 

Mr. H. H. Carey, .... 

Mr, Talmadge, 

Miss Blunt, ........... eceee 

Miss Hinckley, 

Mrs. H. W. Haydock, .... 

Mrs. F. Hunt,.......0 00. 

Mr. F. Hant, 2... .0ee ee 

Mrs. Margaret Corlies, .. 

Life Subscribers. 

Mrs. David Codwise,.....seescseceesees eseeee 

Mrs. Douglas Cruger, 

Mrs, James Emery, .......0 seenee ttc eeceeens 
Mrs, Chas. E. Butler, 

Mrs. Jas. Beatty,....... eevee neee 

 



APPENDIX. 

To tHe CommitTEe on Prison Discircing, New York Prison 

ASSOCIATION. 

Gentlemen:——The experiments which the two prominent systems 
of Prison Discipline have been undergoing for the last twenty years, 

- have not as yet resulted in any definite and very decided conclusions 

in favor of either. Recently, by its adoption in France, England, 
and some other European countries, the Separate System seemed to 

have obtained a decided preference, and to have become the cher- 

ished system of those countries; but scarcely is it introduced before 
we find some of its warmest friends and admirers, those who were 
largely influential in its introduction, proposing to limit its duration 

to short periods of confinement, so that all sentences over eighteen 

months must be worked ont in a congregate prison or in transporta- 

tion. This is the position England now occupies, and her prisoners 

sentenced to transportation are first subjected to a year or eighteen 

months imprisonrient in a Separate prison, and from thence trans- 
ferred to an Associate prison, to labor on the public works for a pe- 

riod proportioned to their sentence, ranging from two to ten anda , “4 
half years, and thence sent with a ticket of leave to one of Her | ¢. 
Majesty’s penal colonies. While, however, the Separatists are still 

undecided as to the enforcement of isolation for protracted periods, 

we find one of the warmest advocates of the Congregate or Auburn 
system, Prof. Telkampf, in his recent report to the King of Prussia, 
advocating the introduction of Separation for limited periods—thus 
we find the advocates of the opposing systems approximating in their 

views. This movement on either side we believe is confined to but 
few individuals, and the confidence of either party in the superiority 
of their system, seems not on the whole to be a whit abated. There 

are undoubtedly defects in both which need to be corrected—defects 

not only in the systems themselves but in the manner of their admi- 
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: . Ss te system has been perhaps justly charged as liberty, leave no doubt in regard to the deleterious physical influences . 

nistration. The Separate *y f insanity and an increased mortality; which this system exerts ; nor can we read Dr. Dimond’s account of 

productive of a large amount on ms ee is by no means confined to the prison as it actually exists, without a shudder at the thought of 

but the development or insanny i r of most of our Congregate pri- the amount of disease and death which it must engender. The fact, 

Separation, as a minute ohn ewe le e, and if the convicts discharged says Dr. D., that there is more phthisis among those confined on the 

sons will most unequivocally . wally. ace in no better condition than 4th and 5th galleries than on the lower ones seems conclusive on this 
from Congregate prisons genera ied the habit of seeing and assisting, point, i. e., that it is occasioned by defective ventilation. ‘“ The air 

those that this Associ sxiorit to ‘boast of in point of health, on the 5th gallery during Sundays and in the morning of the short 

hey cannot have much supe ons *astify a more favorable opinion; days of the year, becomes very offensive notwithstanding the use of 

~|Nor do the statistics of our ate F the highest health and com- all safe means of ventilation,” and this prison is a type of that en- 
if we select the Congregate Pel west, we may indeed find that the tire class, and its defects are more or less common to them all. In- 
pare it with the Separate © u * hife—but if we compare Sing Sing timately connected with, and perhaps in some degree consequent up- 

Congregate promises the oe : series of years, we have the fol- on the defects of architecture, are the defects of prison government and 
: with the Eastern Penitentiary Sir a Sine to the whole number of pri- discipline. The great catholicon that has ever been Inoked to for 

1. (lowing results: The deaths io | ns ars “has been as 1 in 8.09; the the cure of the evils of congregate imprisonment, is classification ; 

soners during a term on tt a “during a term of twenty-one , but we believe there is not a prison constructed with a view to such 

deaths in the Baste OG; nd. lest it should be urged that the an end, and in all of them the attempt even would prove unsatisfac- 

| =| years, has been as Lin I if , i the greater number of pardons in ’ tory, if it should not impracticable; nevertheless to doubt its impor- 

| =| difference * fully accee the rn should be stated that in Sing tance would be to question the deliberate opinion of the most distin- 

the one Prison than in the ° Lad in the Eastern Penitentiary lin guished among the advocates of the congregate system, and to deny = 

Sing ‘ 0 the came perio. ‘Instituting similar comparisons be- its reformatory power, would be like knocking the last prop from a “] 
21, during =e * 

New Jersey and Maryland or the Western and Virginia system which has now been sustained in this state for over thirty years; q 

tween the ew . ll find them equally favorable to the Separate nor are we disposed to question its propriety or deny its efficacy i 

eee tocalts. like these seem satisfactorily to demonstrate that considerately and discreetly administered; but we most unhesitatingly 
system. esults 

is not of that decimating character which it affirm that little good can be expected even from this great panacea ™ 
the Separate system 1s vertheless, the advocates of the system ac- while our prisons are constructed asat present. The separate system 
has been represented never “te which are to be remedied, and we has also defects both administrative and architectural, defects ac- 

knowledge that it yet has” te ad enquiry that this is the case knowledged by the friends of the system. So imperfectly do either] 

know from absolute examination of these systems at present answer the great ends of mind preserving, ‘ 
with the Auburn system. health saving, reformatory institutions, that a person, not wedded to 

Two prominent defects are apparent in this system, one dependant any particular theory may justly doubt the great superiority or per- 

on architectural construction, and the other on the managemn aire fection of either. 

discipline. The architectural defects are most apparent In in : . 
i { the cells and in the manner of heating an ven In fact, the contest which has been so long waged between these ; 

| and construction ° bnoxious to the rules of hygiene that opposing systems, seems to draw no nearer a conclusion than it did,~ 

}i — tilatins them; these ave ., che should have been suffered to exist some years since. There seems, indeed, to be a fundamental diffi-}. 

it is even unaccountable 1 a sont state, without having more pat- culty in the way, which can only be satisfactorily removed by com-'~ 
for so many years in t or oe of the legislator or philanthropist. bining the two under one administration. Such a measure would 

ticularly claimed the Dimond hysician to the Auburn prison, afford us an opportunity of testing the comparative merits of each 

The fact presented by " ty-sixe years the extraordinary propor- system under the same latitude, and as nearly as possible under similar,; * 
in 1843, that for the Be ones in that prison had died from dis- circumstances. No comparison between them in this respect can be 

tion of one half of t a he di roportionate mortality which almost perfectly satisfactory unless made in the same location. The effects 
eases on sarees ween prisoners and persons of similar ages at even of a change of but a few rods may, under certain circumstances, 
everyW  
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give an entirely different character to the health of an Institution ; 

but when this change is measured by degrees, and all the surround- 

ing influences are altered, it is next to impossible to form even a 

plausible opinion in regard to the health-saving influences of the 

two systems thus compared. Nor is the health of the prison alone 

dependant on location; it is also greatly, if not equally, affected by 

administration—thus the Charlestown prison, under the management 

of Mr. Robinson, has changed from one of ordinary to, one of an 

extraordinary character in this respect, and the Eastern Penitentiary 

has improved astonishingly under the medical care of Dr. Givins. An- 

other matter influencing the health of a prison, and depending on lo- 

cality, is the character of its population, in regard to not only color, 

but sex and moral condition. It seems necessary, therefore, to bring 

all these different influences to bear in the same manner in the same 

degree on the two systems, before we can arive at any definite results 

in regard to their operation. To do this they must be operating in 

the same locality under the same supervision. This can only be ac- 

complished by a union of the two systems in the same prison. But 

we have already shown, that that the present structure of our prisons 

is exceedingly imperfect, and that they are but miserably qualified to 

,carry out the systems for which they were designed. To afford, then, 

an opportunity to test the advantages of the two systems in juxtapo- 

sition, we must have, in the first place, new laws, and in the second, 

new buildings—buildings specially designed and adapted to the dou- 

ble purpose. First, then, our laws should be so modified as to ena- 

ble us to inflict Separate punishment for longer or shorter periods, 

according to the circumstances of each case. In an improved pri- 

son, where classification is attempted, and where there are facilities 

for carrying it out to a minute degree, Separate imprisonment for a 

period immediately after reception, long enough to enable the keeper , 

to acquire a knowledge of the character and degree of guilt and 

moral debasement of the individual, seems to be a sine qua non— 

whether Separate confinement should even be extended beyond this 

period, which will probably vary from three to six months, is a mat- 

ter about which there may be a greater diversity of opinion. As an 

individual, however, I have no hesitation in stating it as my opinion, 

formed after deliberate investigation and examination, that Separate 

confinement should be introduced and rigidly enforced in all our 

houses of detention, and that in our State Penitentiaries it should be 

applied to all first sentences of moderate duration. 

In our own State, however, the shortest sentences to the State pe- 

nitentiary are at present too long for the operation of such a rule, 
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and certainly longer than in a majority of first convictions seems ne- 
cessary or even expedient, for procuring the most salutary results of 
puaishment. Moral guilt has so little to do with criminal prosecu- | 

tions, that we find scattered over the community many persons wear- 

ing the garb and bearing the aspect of gentlemen, with hearts of 
felons; while in our prisons we often find men with the brand of fe- 

lony stamped upon their foreheads, with moral perceptions far less 

obtuse and much more worthy of our esteem and consideration. The | 

example of the one has perhaps caused the delinquency of the other 

and discovered in their first transgression, they have been hurried to 
a prison, and in due process of law, convicted. The hope of such 

in the majority of instances, is in separation from the abandoned in. 
mates of our prisons. Place them for a short time alone, where they 
can reflect, be advised, form habits of industry, make firm resolves 
see the futility as well as the enormity of crime, and be unob- 

served, and consequently unknown to their fellows, and the chance is 

ten fold for their reformation. Throw them, on the other hand, in 

congregated masses, into our county jails and State penitentiaries 

where the eye of the community is upon them ; where every inmate 
marks them as a prison acquaintance; where they are surrounded and 

beset by bold faced villany; where God is unknown or disregarded 
and religion is a jest; where the air resounds with blasphemy and 

the mouth is filled with obscenity; where the deepest laid and most 

successful scheme of villany is esteemed the highest morality, and 

where claims to respect are measured by the accomplishments of a 

Sheppard or a Turpin, and it will be but a few days, at most weeks 

before the first misgivings for crime are drowned in the sewer of 
corruption into which they are thrust. At first they are disgusted 
horror stricken, perhaps, with the depravity by which they are sur- 

heed 5 but familiarity with crime, makes one accustomed to its 

lets every day sweeps some disgusting line away, until its 

if many is no longer observed. This effected, the ennui of prison 

’ ielts acquaintance; the first advances are timidly accepted; 
ay after day strengthens the alliance, until what was commenced as 

an is continued for pleasure, and thus deserted by the good, 

ween an amy on his brow, the convict yields himself up a voluntary 
ste o the influences which surround him. Under such circum- 
selves are we fulfilling our duty to the convict, to society, or our- 

te - © condemn him for a first offence to an association where 
but on mnost certain that he will be corrupted. Nothing, surely, 

lisenn mewita e and greatly increased tendency to produce insanity, 

conn nd death, will justify such a measure. For short periods of 

nement, under favorable circumstances, this does, not from the  
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most authentic records of such cases, appear to be the fact with the 

separate system. 

For these and similar reasons, I am decidedly in favor of engraft- 

ing upon our prison system separate confinement for all first sen- 

tences of short duration, and I think our law in respect to first sen- 

tences should be so modified as to shorten the terms rather more 

than one half, say 7%, and to condemn to separate confinement for 

first sentences whenever the term so shortened does not exceed eigh- 

teen months. The introduction of the separate system thus modified 

and mollified, we think is urgently demanded for the reformation of 

the criminal and the protection of society. Its continuance for the 

period indicated, under favorable circumstances will have no injuri- 

ous effect upon the mind or the health, and the great objects of pri- 

son discipline be more certainly attained. More protracted periods 

of separation might, and perhaps do affect both, or if not we believe 

that we have retained the most essential feature in the system of se- 

patation, and shall be enabled to engraft upon it many of the ad- 

vantages of the congregate without doing violence to the system 

, itself. It is a well established fact, and one that should never be 

j lost sight of, that congregate prisons are more productive than se- 

|| parate, and we therefore propose that all those sentenced for life, 

é and those on second and third sentences, OF for protracted terms of 

confinement, should be subjected to separate confinement for a period 

a from three to six months, and then placed in such class in congregate 

confinement as they may appear fitted to occupy- 

To enable us to carry out the improvements in both systems which 

experience suggests as necessary, as well as to compare with greater 

certainty the practical results of their workings, we propose that 

hereafter prisons should be so constructed as to enable the two sys 

tems to be carried into operation side by side under the same gov 

ernment and medical supervision, surrounded by the same influences 

of air and temperature, sun and shade, warming and ventilating, &¢, 

&c. For this purpose we propose that our prisons should in future 

be constructed on the radiating plan so that each wing shall diverge 

from and open into a common centre, which, if kept in view in re 

guiating the internal construction of the building, becomes 4 point 

of observation, commanding a view of the whole, and from which 

access in all directions is afforded. The wings may vary in number 

from two to six——five perhaps would be a better limit, and may be 

constructed from two to four stories high, never exceeding four 
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falling below two, except i pt in cases when tw i i 
are not likely to be needed in many years wo stories to the prison 

. These wings shall in part be adapted to separate and in part 

0 congregate government, excepting in houses of detention wh 
entire separation is in our opinion, alone admissible. The entir iM ild- 

ing besides serving as a point of access and observator should ‘pro. 

vide accommodations underneath for a kitchen, and overhead bors 
hospital. The ground underneath the central buildin should. be 

deeply excavated, and such excavation should extend to a considerable 
istance and light adjoining grounds and adjacent to each wing, to 

g é e basement. The arrangements fe - 

ment of the Prison sould be such as to provide Nthenoms, elesasing, 
» Store-rooms, &c., as well as the most ample acco i 

ir cooking, and the easiest method of distributing the ‘ood to the 

ve portions of the prison in which it isrequired. The kitchen 

veeption imunediately connected with the store-rooms, bathing and 
P 8, room, clothes room, drying rooms, coal bins 

beating apparatus, Se. Se. so as to economize the labor and fuel 
t ent. e wings are to be constructed so i 

wee aapeetion and supervision of the whole uilding frome one 
Perhaps npracing not only the cells but the dining hall, work-shops and 

haps ck pe or this purpose, on each side of each corridor near 

the nikonere Bervalory, tables and seats are to be provided for feeding 

nape ers; peyon these are the cells opening inwards towards a cen- 
he a a e congregate portion of the prison beyond* the cells, 

ge to « chops oe placed. The cells are to be made sufficiently 

whe am 0 separate confinement if it should be deemed advi- | 
med by a dia uce it now, or to fall back on it at some future pericd, 

feo oy ision when it becomes necessary, effected by the means 

tempore eon ay in Portland prisons England; or by a 
: : can each be divided at trifling ex 
ao ive cells “ ample capacity for congregate imprisonment. These 

ihe by supplie {with water and all necessary appliances, to be 
ifthe ron ews and heated by warm air thrown in at the top 

lite thee » an | drawn off at the bottom. It is proposed to intro- 

inprovemeste ot e method of warming and ventilating, with such 

teyood th as experience has suggested. The part of the wing 

e cells in which the work shops are to be placed, is to be 

* The we - : 

space occupied shop may be introduced in front of the cells between them and the 

introduetion ea nour plan by the tables; this will afford some advantage over its 
eextremeend. Principal objection to the same, noise, dust. Xc. 
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completely floored over and divided in the centre by a board partition 

about five feet high running from the point nearest the cells: back to- 

wards the wall, leaving between it and the wall sufficient space for 

the desk and seat of the keeper in charge; and the whole to be en- 

closed from the other parts of the wing by glass doors which can be 

opened or closed at pleasuse, thus shutting off the noise but allowing 

central inspection, The windows in the work-shops must be large, 

admitting both light and air, but protected by gratings, and in front 

of the work-shops there must be a tackle and fall by which raw ma- 

terial or manufactured goods can be raised from or lowered: to the 

store-rooms in the basement as may be required. At the hours 

for eating, the prisoners at a given signal in each work-shop quit 

their employment and march along the corridor in single file to the 

dumb waiter on their gallery, where they find a server with their 

plates knives and forks, spoons pepper, salt, vinegar, &c., which they 

carry to their seats, eat what they choose, and after sufficient time 

another signal is given when the prisoners rise and in reversed order 

carry their servers containing their plates, &c., and redeposite them 

on the waiter, then wheel and pass along the gallery back again to 

the work-shop. 

In this manner no time is lost either in setting or clearing away 

the table, and no persons engaged especially for that buuiness. In 

the wings which are devoted to separate confinement, the hall and 

galleries run the whole length of the wing, as will be seen in the 

diagram ; and the whole of it will be occupied by cells, and the pri- 

soners, instead of feeding together, will be supplied from the dumb 

waiter with their servers, by a person or persons expressly provided 

for the purpose, and they will qn a similar manner be supplied with 

raw material for their work, &c. In the central observatory there 

will be an elavated platform of greater or less height, according to 

the height of the wings, in which will be a stand point of observa- 

tion at which all the prisoners can be seen by simply turning the 

head. This may also be used as a position from which the pri- 

soners may be addressed while at their meals. The hospital of the 

prison is placed in an additional story directly over this part of the 

building, and is intended to occupy the entire floor of the upper part 

Tt will bave two entrances from nearly opposite wings, and will be so 

arranged as to have each bed separated by a partition from every 

other, so as to offer a distinct room for each patient, looking into the 

centre of the building through a grated door controlled by the attend- 
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ants. The centre room is provided with a light in the dom d 
each bed-room is to have a small window for ventilation ““ 

A chapel for those in separate confinement may be constructed b 
a prolongation of the hospital over one of the wings, and so arran ed 

as to prevent prisoners even becoming personally known to each other 
This may be done by adopting the plans and precautions used at 

Pentonville, England ; and if it is desired to assemble all the ° 

lation of the prison in the chapel at the same time, it may be done by 
providing separate and distinct departments for. each ‘class The 
plan which we herewith present, has not been artistically drawn and 
will therefore but imperfectly present our idea.* It can only be ‘co 

sidered as the great outline of a plan which must be filled up hereaf. 
ter. The plan thus proposed possesses the advantage, first, of provid- 

ing a prison equally well calculated for either separate or con regate 

imprisoment. It places the two systems in juxtaposition and ona. 
bles us to form an accurate comparison of their merits. Tt enable 

as to adopt or discard either, as the one or the other shall be decided 

to be superior ; thus holding ourselves in a constant state of progress. 

in proposing separate confinement for first sentences, it offers the 
most undoubted advantages of the separate system, while in retainin 

congregate imprisonment for a large portion of the inmates, and su 
peradding a minute and attainable classification it presents , the con- 

gregate system in an improved shape; by the means it affords for dis- 

pensing with a crowd of hall-boys and waiters, who are at present 
unproductive—for increasing and equalizing the hours of labor durin 

the whole year ; and for allowing the productive advantages of con. 

gregation, it admits of the greatest economy in its management. It 
enables the prisoners to be constantly engaged, either in work stud 

instruction, sleeping, feeding, or other necessary occupations ; thee 

preventing the ennui and the diseases created by idleness—in its in- 

troduction of more order and system—in its facility for supervision— 

in opportunities for a complete and constant separation of classest— 
in its preventing the exposure of the prisoners to the changes of the 

weather, thereby promoting health—in its increased facilities for car- 

trying on the operations of the prisons, & i c., &e. 

all ether known plans. 7 7 Seems (0 exe 

. This is a brief summary of the advantages we expect to derive 

tom prisons fashioned after the manner here sketched. If we have 

e Ww ‘. arran orking plans can be procured by those wishing to build, showing in detail the 

gement and construction of the building by addressing the Cor.Sec. N.Y. P. A. 

is plan there will be two distinct ¢ ing 1n & pri. } By th 1 lbet dist t classes on cach tier, making riz0on  
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succeeded in presenting an intelligible view of our own conception, we 

hope to have impressed those who may have examined our plan, with 

the idea that it is at least worthy of an experiment, especially as the ex- 
periment will cost but little, and the prison afterwards will be of the 
first order, and by a trifling expense may be converted either into a Con- 
gregate prison of the largest capacity, or into a Separate prison un- 

surpassed in its appliances for health and the ordinary operations of 

the prison. This advantage alone, we trust will be sufficient to re 
commend the general features of our plan to the authorities of those 
new States where they are about to construct prisons and introduce 

systems of prison government, and to those where prisons are already 

established, which may be found insufficient in size or so dilapidated by 

age as to make a new erection desirable. Prisons erected on this 
plan will possess the important advantage of having the convict in 

Congregate imprisonment under the constant watch and guardianship 

of the keeper—his whole prison life will be so adjusted as to be 

equitably distributed Letween labor, study, religious instruction, out- 

door exercise, feeding and sleeping. By the use of the fat and the 

ther oleaginous materials which accumulate from the meats used by 
the prisoners, the prison may be lighted at a trifling expense with 

gas; and as the prisoners never need, and indeed are never expected 
to go off their galleries, except for yard exercise, they can be mus- 

_~) “tered at the same hour during all seasons of the year, and work the 

same number of hours; their hours of study, a great desideratum, 
impossible to be attained under ordinary systems, can also be equal- 

ly well arranged, so that the convicts need not as at, present be left in 

the winter season more than half their time unemployed, shut up ina 

dark cell, with no one to control them, and nothing to employ them. 

A very large portion of the hallucination and mental aberration 

which exists in prison may be owing to this cause, and the method 

to be most successfully adopted for its prevention will be a just di- 

vision of the time so as to give the requisite hours to sleep, labor, 
instruction, &c., and to leave no hours unemployed; thus eight hours 

may be devoted to sleep, ten hours daily to labor, one hour to out- 
door exercise, one and a half hours at table, half an hour to personal 

cleanliness, and three hours to instruction. Under such a system, our 
institutions would be disciplinary, and would regard in their man- 

agement the good of the convict rather than the convenience of the 

keeper. As at present administered, the convenience of the keeper 
to a large extent governs, and he of course is anxious only to make 

his post as easy as possible; in this way hours are lost to instruction. 

. 

ries Mele a 

No. 198.] 389 

Imprisonment should be so administered, t 
ment, except what health and nature demands, sho iscipli 

: h » Should be disciplinary. While the convict should be treated kindly, he should at the ‘sate time be under the strictest discipline ; for lack of such discipline it is at our prisons 2a. eff t p p y 

th so often f il to ect he urposes fo wh r ich the 

hat every hour’s confine- 

Respectfully your obedient serv’t, 

JOHN D. RUSS, 

  

 



AN ACT 

To Incorporate the Prison Association of New York. 

Passed May 9, 1846, by a two-third vote. 

The People of the State of New-York, represented in Senate and As- 
sembly, do enact as follows : 

§ 1. All such persons as now are and hereafter shall become mem- 

bers to the said Association pursuant to the constitution thereof, shall 

‘and are hereby constituted a body corporate by the name of The 

Prison Association of New-York, and by that name have the powers 

that by the third title of the eighteenth chapter of the first part of the 

Revised Statues, are declared to belong to every corporation; and shall 

be capable of purchasing, holding, and conveying any estate, real or 
personal, for the use of said corporation. P»ovtded, that such real es- 

tate shall never exceed the yearly value of ten thousand dollars, nor 

be applied to any other purpose than those for which this corporation 

is formed. 

§ 2. The estate and concerns of said corporation shall be managed 

and conducted by its Executive Committee, in conformity to the con- 

stilution of the said corporation ; and the following articles that now 

form the constitution of the Association shall continue to be the fun- 

damental laws and constitution thereof, subject to alteration in the 

mode therein prescribed. 

ARTICLE I. 

The objects of the Association shall be— 

1. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whether detained 

for trial, or finally convicted, or as witnesses. 

2. The improvement of prison discipline, and the government of 

prisons, whether for cities, counties, or states.  
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3. The support and encouragement of reformed convicts after their 

discharge, by affording them the means of obtaining an honest liveli- 

hood, and sustaining them in their efforts at reform. 

ARTICLE II. 

The officers of the society shall be a president, four vice presi- 

dents, a recording secretary, and a treasurer, and there shall be the 

following committees, viz: a finance committee, a committee on de- 

tentions, a committee on discipline, a committee on discharged con- 

victs, and an executive committee, 

ARTICLE III. 

The officers named in the preceding article shall be ex-officio mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee, who shall choose one of their num- 

ber to be chairman thereof. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The Executive Committee shall meet once in each month, and keep 

regular minutes of their proceedings. ‘They shall have a general 

superintendence and direction of the affairs of the society, and shall 

annually report to the society all their proceedings, and such other mat- 

ters as shall be likely to advance the ends of the Association. 

ARTICLE V. 

The society shall meet annually in the city of New-York, at such 

time and place as the Executive Committee shall appoint, and at such 
other times as the President, or, in his absence, one of the Vice- 

Presidents, shall designate. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Any person contributing annually to the funds of the Association, 

shall, during such contribution, be a member thereof. A contribution 
of five hundred dollars shall constitute a life patron; a contribution 

of one hundred dollars an honorary member of Executive Committee _ 

for life; and a contribution of twenty-five dollars shall constitute a 

member of the Association for life. Honorary and corresponding 

members may from time to time be appointed by the Executive 
Committee. 

; ma 
No. 198 } 393 

ARTICLE VII. 
4 Female Department shall be formed, consisting of such females as shall be selected by the Executive Committee, who shall have charge of the interest and welfare of prisoners of their sex, und such regulations as the Executive Committee shall adopt " 

ARTICLE VII. 

Association shall be chosen annually at the at which time such persons may be elected honorary | have rendered essential serviceto the cause of prison 

The officers of the 

apnual meeting, 

members as shal 

discipline, 

ARTICLE IX, 
Any society having the same objects in view ma to is Association. by contributing to its fund 

with it. . 

y become auxiliary 

8, and co-operating 

ARTICLE X, 
The Executive Committee shall have power to add to any of th sanding committees such persons as, in their opinion may be lik ly promote the objects of the society; and shall have power to fil any vi i i 
ty vacancy which may occur in any of the offices of the Associa- ist, intermediate the annual meetings. 

ARTICLE XI. 
\ This constitution may be amended by a vote of the majority of e society, at any meeting thereof, provided notice of the amend- uent has been given at the next preceding meeting. 
hae officers rected for the current year under the constitution aH continue to the officers thereof until 

! ‘ 
others sh ‘sen in their places. 

sa be daly   

 



~ 394 | Assemnty 

city, as the court of general sessions of the peace, or the court of 

special sessions, or the court of oyer and terminer, in said county, or 

any police magistrate, or the commissioner of the alms-house may | 

deem proper objects ; and the said Executive Committee shall have 

the same powers to keep, detain, employ and govern the said persons 

as are now by law conferred on the keepers of the bridewell or pen- 
itentiary in said city. 

§ 4. The said Executive Committee may from time to time, make 

by-laws, ordinances, and regulations, relative to the management and 

disposition of the estate and concerns of said Association, and the 

management, government, instruction, discipline and employment of 

the persons so as aforesaid committed to the said work-house, not 

contrary to law, as they may deem proper; and may appoint such 

officers, agents and servants as they may deem necessary to transact 

the business of the said Association, and may designate their duties, 

And the said Executive Committee shall make an annual report to 

the Legislature, and to the corporation of the city of New-York, of 

the number of persons received by them into the said work-house, the 

disposition which shall be made of them by instructing or emp'oying 

them therein, the receipts and expenditures of said Executive Com- 

mittee, and generally all such facts and particulars as may exhibit the 

operations of the said Association. 

§ 5. The said Executive Committee shall have power, during the 

minority of any of the persons so committed to the said work-house, 

to bind out the said persons, so being minors as aforesaid, as appret 

tices or servants, with their consent, during their minority, to. saci 

persons, and at such places, to learn such proper trades and employ 

ments, as in their judgment will be most conducive to their reforma 

tion and amendment, and future benefit and advantage of such per 

sons. 
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Strate oF New-York, 
In Senate, May 8th, 1846. 

This bill having been read the third time, two-thirds of all the 

members elected to the Senate voting in favor thereof, 

Resolved, That the bill do pass. 

By order of the Senate, 

A. GARDINER, President. 

State oF New-York, 
In Assembly, April 24th, 1846, 

| This bill having been read the third time, and two-thirds of all the 

members elected to the Assembly voting in favor thereof : 

| Resolved, That the bill do pass. 

By order of the Assembly, 
: WM. C. CRAIN, Speaker. 

| Approved this 7th day of May, 1846. 
SILAS WRIGHT. 

 



_ Revisep Statutes, Part IV, Chap. 3, Title 1. 

§ 24. It shall be the duty of the keepers of each of the said 
prisons to admit the said inspectors, or any one of them, into every 

part of such prison; to exhibit to them, on demand, all the books, 

papers, documents, and accounts pertaining to the prison, or to thei 
persons confined therein; and to render them every other facility in . 
their power to enable them to discharge the duties above prescribed. 
And for the purpose of obtaining the necessary information, to enable 

them to make such report as is above required, the said inspectors 
shall have power to examine on oath, to be administered by either of 
the said inspectors, any of the officers of the said prisons, and to con- 

verse with any of the prisoners confined therein, without the presence 

of the keepers thereof, or any of them. 

 



ERRATA. 

It is due both to the publishers and compilers of this Report, before 

presenting the table of Errata, to observe that it was printed entirely 

without a revision of the proof, and therefore errors have almost un- 

avoidably crept in. We have endeavored herein to supply every im- 

portant deficiency, and above all to render the statistics correct. 

Page 17, case 505, line fourth; insert after “told him that” 

“ Wells sent for;” page 20th, case 357, line 13, for 358, read 357; 

line 14, for 1843, read 1848 ; page 25, eighth line from the bottom, 

insert as follows after the words was “withdrawn:’’ “Found Dec. 

1st, 49 persons in prison, confined on temporary commitments or com- 

mitments for examination, two of which had thus been confined for 

three months and eight days, and others varying from two months: 

down to two days. Thirteen cases were of more than twenty days 

standing, and for eleven of these I took out writs of habeas corpus, 

all of which would have been brought before one of the Justices of 

the Supreme Court, and probably discharged, had not the police jus- 

tice been informed of my intention, and commenced on Sunday a ge- 

neral examination, which he continued to a Jate hour on Sunday eve- 

ning, so that on the next day but three or four cases remained for the 

revision of the Judge; these were brought before him. More than 
half of these cases were committed by the justice without any oath on 

the part of the complainant, and some without either oath or officers’ 

name attached to the commitment. On a subsequent visit 33 cases 

of temporary commitment were discovered, eleven of which had been 

in prison more than fourteen days under the circumstances. Ist case 

disorderly conduct, committed without oath or officers’ name. 2d. 

Charge of larceny, without oath. 3d. Charge of grand larceny, 

without oath. 4th. Charge, grand larceny, without oath. 5th. 
[Assembly No. 198.] 26  
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Charge, grand larceny, without oath. 6th. Charge, rape, without 

officer. 7th. Charge, suspicion of larceny, without oath. 8th. 

Charge, assault and battery, without oath. 9th. Charge, suspicion 

of grand larceny, without oath. 10th. Charge, grand larceny, with- 

out oath. 11th. Charge, grand larceny, without oath and without 

officer.” 

Page 49. Escapes—for “ been discharged” read “ escaped.” 

62. —Maine—number in prison, for 47, read 67, 

63. New Hampshitre—nativity; Maine, for 4 read 3, and after 

New-York 6, read Poland 1. 

63. Clinton— England; for 3 read 2. 

64. New Jersey—for New-York 37, read 27. 

66. Where convicted; Maryland, for Baltimore city 139, read 

129. 

67. Where convicted; Ofio, for Gallia 3, read 2. 

69. Auburn—moral and religious culture; were in the habit of 
reading the Bible, for 556, read 536; add “ seldom read 

Bible before imprisonment, 556.’’ 

. Auburn—occupation previous to conviction; for boatmen 

37, read 39; for “ gold pencil maker read gold pen ma- 

ker.” 

. Sing-Sing—for laborers 211, read 217; unaccounted for, 

for 42 read 36. 

. Western Pen?’y—for rope maker read saddler. 

. Eastern Pen’y—after confectioner 1, read hostler 2, for 

coachman read coach maker. 
Ohio—after hame maker 1, read tron roller 1. 

. New Hampshire—for cabinet makers 21, read 31. 

. Massachusetts—for washers, read washers, sweepers and 

wood sawyers, 18. 

. Causes of diseases in State and county prisons; for pneu- 
monia 1, read 4; nephrites 1, read 3; for total 91, read 

92. 
West. Pen.—Physicians report; for No. 1224, read 1324. 

. Vermont— expense; “ demands carried to susp’d acct.,” for 
$12.53 read $15.23. 

. Rhode Island—receipts; for fare acct., read “ fan acct.” 

. For Georgia from 1817, read 1847. ‘ 

. 
e497 
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Page 147. After Massachusetts S. P. insert “Inspectors report 1849,” 
(and generally where the year is omitted after the name 
of the State prison, insert 1849.) 

150. 17th and 18th lines; considered as a note by the compiler; . 
, 

before 19th line from the top insert « Massachusetts 8. P. 
Wardens’ report, 1849.” , 

153. Before 15th line from top, insert Mass. S. P., Chaplain’s 
report, 1849, 

159, Before 8th line from top insert, “ Georgia S. P., Keeper’s 
report, 1849,” 
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