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Summary Information

Repository: M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives
Title: Autograph Book Collection
ID: ua933
Date[inclusive]: 1857-1890
Physical Description: 0.75 cubic ft.
Physical L ocation: The materials are located onsite in the department.
Language of the English .
Material:
Abstract: Collection is made up of autograph books from the New Y ork State

Normal School.

Preferred Citation

Preferred citation for this material is as follows:

Identification of specific item, series, box, folder, Autograph Book Collection, 1857-1890. M.E.
Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University at
Albany, State University of New Y ork (hereafter referred to as the Autograph Book Collection).
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Historical Note

Autograph books, a precursor to the modern yearbook, were utilized by many college and university
students to collect notes of remembrance from fellow classmates. The New Y ork State Normal School
was no exception. The students would collect autographs from friends and classmates, |eaving heartfelt
notes and poems to each other. Often accompanied by these notes were small photographs of each
person, or even small giftsleft within the pages of the book. This practice was seemingly common at the
school, until the introduction of institutional yearbooks published by the college itself around the turn of
the century.
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Scope and Contents

The content of this collection is made up of twelve autograph books from the New Y ork State Normal
School dating from 1857-1890. Each book is made up of autographs from students at the school, often
accompanied by photographs, small tokens of friendship, and heartfelt notes.
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Arrangement of the Collection

The collection is organized chronologically.
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Administrative | nformation

Publication Statement
M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives

Revision Description
EAD file created Encoded in EAD by Erik Stolarski 2014 2016 October 20

Processing Information
Processed in 2016 by Erik Stolarski.

Acquisition Information

All itemsin this manuscript group were donated to the University Libraries, M.E. Grenander
Department of Special Collections and Archives.

Access

Accessto thisrecord group is unrestricted.
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Copyright

This page may contain links to digital objects. Access to these images and the technical capacity to
download them does not imply permission for re-use. Digital objects may be used freely for personal
reference use, referred to, or linked to from other web sites.

Researchers do not have permission to publish or disseminate material from these collections without
permission from an archivist and/or the copyright holder.

The researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming to the laws of copyright. Some materials
in these collections may be protected by the U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) and/or by the
copyright or neighboring-rights laws of other nations. More information about U.S. Copyright is
provided by the Copyright Office. Additionally, re-use may be restricted by terms of University
Libraries gift or purchase agreements, donor restrictions, privacy and publicity rights, licensing and
trademarks.

The University Archives are eager to hear from any copyright owners who are not properly identified
so that appropriate information may be provided in the future.
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Controlled Access Headings

»  Autograph albums

*  Universities and colleges -- Alumni and alumnae
*  Teachers-- Training of

*  UAlbany Student Groups

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances
Lizzie Smith Autograph Book, "Boguet Album™, 1854-1855 Item 1
Biographical / Historical

Elizabeth Shriner Smith was born 19 August 1834, daughter
of Susan Becker and Cyrus Smith, in Enfield, Tompkins
County, New Y ork. She was educated, first in common
school, afterward at Ithaca Academy, and finally graduated
from Albany Normal School with her twin brother, William,
in 1855. She taught school several termsin the Ithaca public
schools. She was married December 7, 1858 to Lyman Ostrom
and they lived in Nassau, Rensselaer County, New Y ork. They
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had two children-Mary, who died in 1860 in infancy, and
William Lyman, born 16 June 1862.

Lyman Ostrom was born 15 January 1834 and wasKkilled in
Chain Bridge, VA., outside of Petersburg, VA on 10 May
1864 while serving in aNew Y ork Regiment. He had enlisted
in the army in August of 1862 and served in Washington, DC,
Folley Island, Florida, and was killed in a battle at Chester
Station, VA while tearing up the railroad between Petersburg
and Richmond.

The Tablet of Friendship, 1856 January 31-1857 July 09

Autographs, 1860 July 12

Autographs, 1860 July 12

Autographs, 1860 July 12

Autographs, 1861 January 31

Autographs, 1861 January 31

Autographs, 1862 June 23-1886 August 5

Autographs, 1868 January 29

Autographs, 1874 June 26-1875 July 7

Autographs, 1884-1886
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Autographs, 1888

Autographs, 1889

Autographs, 1890
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