
A 
lot has been happening 
since 2017 began. Our very 
energetic and competent 

advocate, Mary Ann Mclean, re­
signed her position as Albany lobby­
i t after 24 years of representing 
our interests. Retirement beckoned 
and she joined her husband full 
time in Kissimmee, Florida. 

Luckily, however, with her assis­
tance we have enlisted two lobby­
ists to continue representing us. We 
have contracted with the Elk Street 
Group to provide services including 
the monitoring of health and mental 
health legislation, presenting our 
views to the Legislature and the 
executive branch of the state gov­
ernment, attending public hearings 
and committee meetings, and other 
related activities to insure our 
views are presented. 

Budget Issue 
Hiring the new lobbyists 

occurred at just the right moment. 
February-March is the time when 
the Governor's draft budget is 
presented to the legislature for 
approval. Hidden in this budget's 
multiple pages is an amendment to 
the Public Health Law titled, Health 
Care Regulation Modernization. 
This amendment allows a "team," 
composed of the Commi ioner of 
Health the Office of Mental Health 
and the Office of Alcoholism and 

ubstance Abuse ervices to rec­
ommend the fundamental re truc­
turing of licensing tatute policies 
and regulations to "increase quality 
reduce co ts and improve health 
outcome ." 

Reading between the line thi 
looks like another tate agenc 
ffort to avoid implementation of 

, ,This looks like 

another state agency 

effort to avoid 

implementation of 

our licensing laws in 

their mental health 

facilities. To oppose 

this amendment, we 

have joined a social 

work coalition." 

our licensing laws in their mental 
health facilities. To oppose this 
amendment, we have joined a social 
work coalition composed of the 
deans of social work schools and 
the ASWs. 

Other legislative issues include 
reintroducing our Workers' 
Compensation bill to allow LCSWs 
to be reimbursed for psychotherapy 
services for worker compensation 
patients. Our LLC legislation, that 
will allow us to legally partner with 
other professionals will also be 
reintroduced. 

Protect LGBT Minors 
Finally we have submitted a 

Memorandum in upport of A.3977 
(Glick)/ .263 (Hoylman). This bill 
amend the Education Law to pro­
hibit mental health profe ionals 
from engaging in sexual orientation 
change effort ith a patient under 
th age of eighteen and expand-
in e1 the definition of profe ional 
mi conduct with re pect to mental 
h alth profe ional . ril 

OUR MEMORANDUM READS: 

"The ew York State ociety 
for Clinical Social Worker 
( YSSCSW), strongly sup­
ports A.3977 I S.263. This bill 
would protect minor under 
the age of eighteen from 
mental health practitioners 
seeking to change their sexu­
al orientation. 

The ew York State ociety 
for Clinical ocial Work, 
founded in 1968, repre ents 
the views of clinical social 
workers in the public and 
private sector throughout 

ew York tate. We provide 
the majority of mental health 
services (about 60 percent) 
in the United States and 
practice in virtually every 
setting in the health care 
delivery system, including: 
medical and psychiatric hos­
pitals, mental health clinics, 
AIDs treatment facilities 
managed care organizations 
trauma centers research 
ettings, schools and the 

criminal ju tice sy tern. 

We support the idea that the 
exploration and di covery of 
one' sexual orientation is a 
natural proce s • that being 
ga le bian bi exual or 
tran gender i not an illne 
di ease or hortcoming. 

W full upport the protec­
tion of all LGBT minor .' 
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