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Summary Information
Repository: M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives
Title: Joseph E. Persico Papers
ID: apap030
Date [inclusive]: 1910-2003
Physical 18.54 cubic ft. 4 films
Description:
Physical Location: The materials are located onsite in the department.
Language of the English .
Material:
Abstract: The papers of Joseph Persico focus on his careers as a full-

time author and as a political speechwriter for New York State
Commissioner of Health, Hollis Ingraham, and New York State
Governor, Nelson Rockefeller.

Preferred Citation

Preferred citation for this material is as follows:

Identification of specific item, series, box, folder, Joseph E. Persico Papers, 1910-2003.
M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries,
University at Albany, State University of New York (hereafter referred to as the Persico
Papers).

A Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Sketch

Joseph E. Persico, author and former speechwriter for New York Governor Nelson A.
Rockefeller, was born to Thomas and Blanche Persico of Gloversville, New York, on July 19,
1930. In 1952, after receiving a BA in both English and Political Science from the New York
State College for Teachers (as the University at Albany was then known), he entered the U.S.
Navy and remained in the military for three years. Persico served as a Lieutenant Junior Grade
aboard a minesweeper and also with NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) Headquarters
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in Naples, Italy. Returning to the U.S. in 1956, Persico matriculated at Columbia University in
New York for his graduate work.

In 1956, Joseph Persico began his political writing career, serving Governor W. Averell
Harriman as a writer and researcher. After three years with Harriman, Persico then became a
Foreign Service Officer for the United States Information Agency (USIA) working in Argentina,
Brazil, and Washington. Between 1963 and 1966, Persico served as Executive Assistant to the
New York State Health Commissioner, Hollis Ingraham. In 1966, Joseph Persico became the
chief speechwriter for New York Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller. Continuing in this position
for seven years, he remained Rockefeller's primary speechwriter as the Governor assumed the
office of Vice President of the United States from 1974 to 1977.

In 1977, Joseph Persico transitioned into a full-time author, focusing on historical subjects. In
that year, his Civil War piece, My Enemy My Brother: Men and Days of Gettysburg, was released.
Two years later, he followed up this work with a novel, The Spiderweb, and a nonfiction study,

Piercing the Reich: The Penetration of Nazi Germany by American Secret Agents During World
War II. In 1982, Persico focused on Nelson Rockefeller's life and published the biography,

The Imperial Rockefeller. During the 1990s, Persico created other historical works on both
American espionage and the Nuremberg War Crimes Trials following World War II. These
works were Casey: From the OSS to the CIA and Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial. Persico also
targeted renowned broadcast journalist Edward R. Murrow for a biographical sketch in 1990.
In addition to his books, Persico has also published numerous articles on American history.

Persico collaborated with former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and later Secretary

of State, Colin L. Powell, on his biography. Between 1994 and 1996, the author developed

a personal relationship with his subject, occasionally addressing Powell as "Sir Colin", and
"Mon General", from "The Hired Pen". Joseph Persico continues to publish books on historical
subjects. In November 2001, Random House Inc. released Roosevelt's Secret War: FDR and
World War II Espionage and in 2004, Eleventh Month, Eleventh Day, Eleventh Hour: Armistice
Day, 1918, World War I and Its Violent Climax was published.

Apart from his professional career, Joseph Persico's private life has been spent with his wife,
Sylvia La Vista Persico, and his children, Vanya and Andrea. He currently lives in Guilderland,
N.Y.

Chronological Index to Press Releases, Speeches, and Transcripts Written for Nelson A.
Rockefeller

This index was transcribed from the handwritten original provided by the donor covering the
years 1964-1976.

A Return to Table of Contents
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Scope and Contents

The collected papers of Joseph Persico focus on his careers as a political speechwriter and

as a full-time author. His speeches from the 1960s include his work for both New York State
Commissioner of Health, Hollis Ingraham, and New York State Governor, Nelson Rockefeller.
Press releases and transcripts associated with the speeches are also present in the Persico files.
Nelson Rockefeller's Messages to the Legislature and "Quotes on Issues" during the late 1960s
and early 1970s have been filed in Series 1 with Persico's speeches. The Chronological Index to
Press Releases, Speeches, and Transcripts Written for Nelson A. Rockefeller was transcribed by
Kevin Lawyer from the handwritten original provided by the donor. The index covers the years
1964-1976.

The author's publications files include manuscripts, correspondence, screenplays, interviews
for The Imperial Rockefeller, and research notes. For Persico's Piercing the Reich, several
folders hold parts of a single OSS (Office of Strategic Services) War Report from 1949, detailing
0SS action in Europe, Africa, and Asia during World War II. For Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial,
the author's files contain a draft of the work and research material including photos from the
Holocaust and the Nuremberg Trials.

The texts, drafts, news clippings, correspondence, and other supporting material is available
for speeches and other non-book writings of Persico. Among the author's correspondence is an
exchange with movie director John Huston who Persico interviewed for an article in American
Heritage. Note that correspondence can be found throughout the collection. For example,
references to Persico's publications will be found in both the general correspondence files

and specific publications' series. An attempt was made to retain the original filing system of
the creator with the most recent accessions, but previous arrangement divided some of the
correspondence into professional and personal folders.

The material received from the donor in 2006, 2012-2013, and 2018 is not yet arranged and
described in this finding aid. Contact Department staff for further information.

Additional material collected and created by Persico during the writing of Piercing the Reich
was deposited by Persico at the Hoover Institution Library and Archives at Stanford University.
The finding aid for this material is available online through the Online Archive of California.
Persico also gave additional material related to his book Edward R. Murrow: An American
Original to the Edward R. Murrow Center of Public Diplomacy at Tufts University.

A Return to Table of Contents
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Arrangement of the Collection

The collection is organized into five series.

A Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives

Revision Description
EAD file created Encoded in EAD by Conversion and encoding by ArchProteus 2014 2015
Processing Information

Processed by HW,, L.J. and D. Christiansen. Updated and revised by Mike Newman in
November 2001 and Amy C. Schindler in March 2006. Michael D. Munsey revised and
updated Series 2: Writings and Series 3: Biographical in Autumn 2025.

Acquisition Information

All items in this manuscript group were donated to the University Libraries, M.E.
Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives, by Joseph E. Persico in 1984.
The Department received additional material from Mr. Persico in August 1997, May 1998,
December 1999, December 2003, May 2006, October 2012, July 2013, and April 2018.

Access

Access to this record group is unrestricted.

Copyright

The researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming with the laws of copyright.
Whenever possible, the M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives
will provide information about copyright owners and other restrictions, but the legal
determination ultimately rests with the researcher. Requests for permission to publish
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material from this collection should be discussed with the Head of Special Collections and
Archives.

A Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

Women

State University of New York SUNY, Central Administration
Public Servants

Military and Armed Conflict

Medicine and Health Care

Education

Albany, New York

Generals -- United States.

Gettysburg Campaign, 1863.

Government and the press -- New York (State)

Intelligence officers -- United States.

Nuremberg Trial of Major German War Criminals, Nuremberg, Germany, 1945-1946.
New York (State) -- Politics and government.

United States -- Politics and government.

Casey, William J.

Rockefeller, Nelson A. (Nelson Aldrich), 1908-1979.

Ford, Gerald R., 1913-2006.

Murrow, Edward R.

United States. Central Intelligence Agency.

United States. Office of Strategic Services.

Selected Bibliography
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The Spiderweb, 1981

The Imperial Rockefeller: A Biography of Nelson A. Rockefeller. New York : Simon and Schuster,
1982.

Edward R. Murrow: An American Original. New York : McGraw-Hill, 1988.

Casey: From the OSS to the CIA. New York : Viking, 1990.

Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial. New York : Viking, 1994.
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Eleventh Month, Eleventh Day, Eleventh Hour: Armistice Day, 1918, World War I and Its Violent
Climax. New York, NY : Random House, 2004.
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Collection Inventory

New York State Government Career, 1910-1981
Physical Description: 9.8 cubic ft.

Scope and Contents

This series contains Persico's public papers, including press releases, transcripts of press conferences,
television and radio interviews, and drafts of speeches written for New York State Commissioner of
Health Hollis Ingraham and Nelson A. Rockefeller (1964-1977). Press releases and transcripts associated
with the speeches are also present in the Persico files. Rockefeller's Messages to the Legislature and
"Quotes on Issues" during the late 1960s and early 1970s have been filed in this series with the speeches
written by Persico. Several boxes contained in this series are subject files relating personally to the
author, his work, and to Nelson Rockefeller. A partial index to speeches is available in the Department
of Special Collections and Archives. Consult a staff member for details. Also included in this series are
subject files and news clippings. While most of these documents date from 1964-1977, some related
materials date from 1947-1981.

The Chronological Index to Press Releases, Speeches, and Transcripts Written for Nelson A. Rockefeller
was transcribed by Kevin Lawyer from the handwritten original provided by the donor. The index covers
the years 1964-1976.

Speeches, Press Releases, and Transcripts, 1965-1976
Title/Description Instances

Persico's Notepads, ca. 1966-1974 Box 1 Folder 1A
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1964 July-1965 Box1 Folder 1
October (1-New

York State

Government

Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1966 Box 1 Folder 2
January-1966 September (1-New

York State

Government

Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1966 Box 1 Folder 3
October-1966 November (1-New
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Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1968
January-1968 March

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1968 April-1968

June

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1968 July-1968

December

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1969
January-1969 May

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1969 June-1969

December

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970
January-1970 February

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 March

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 March

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 April

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 April
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York State
Government
Career)

Box 1
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 1
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 1
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 1A
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 1A
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 2
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 2
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 2
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 2
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Folder 4

Folder 5

Folder 6

Folder 1

Folder 2

Folder 1

Folder 2

Folder 3

Folder 4
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Box 2 Folder 5
(1-New

York State

Government

Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 May Box 3 Folder 1
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 May Box 3 Folder 2
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 June Box 3 Folder 3
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 June Box 3 Folder 4
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 July Box 3 Folder 5
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 August Box 4 Folder 1
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 August Box 4 Folder 2
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 September Box 4 Folder 3
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 September Box 4 Folder 4
(1-New
York State
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Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 October

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 October

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1970 November

Speeches, 1970 December

Speeches, 1970 December

Speeches, 1970 December

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1971 January

Speeches, 1971 February

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1971 March

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1971 April
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Government
Career)

Box 4
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 5
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 5
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 5
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 5
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 5
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 5
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 5
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 6
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 6
(1-New

Folder 5

Folder 1

Folder 2

Folder 3

Folder 4

Folder 5

Folder 6

Folder 7

Folder 1

Folder 2
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York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1971 May Box 6 Folder 3
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1971 June Box 6 Folder 4
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1971 July Box 6 Folder 5
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1971 August Box 6 Folder 6
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1971 September Box 6 Folder 7
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1971 October Box 7 Folder 1
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1971 November Box 7 Folder 2
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1971 December Box 7 Folder 3
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 January Box 7 Folder 4
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 February
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Box 7 Folder 5
(1-New

York State

Government

Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 March Box 7 Folder 6
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 April Box 7 Folder 7
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 May Box 7 Folder 8
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 June Box 8 Folder 1
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 July Box 8 Folder 2
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 August Box 8 Folder 3
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 September Box 8 Folder 4
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 October Box 8 Folder 5
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 November Box 8 Folder 6
(1-New
York State
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Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 November

Speeches, 1972 November

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 November

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 November

Speeches, 1972 November

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1972 December

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 January

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 January

Speeches, 1973 February

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 March
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Government
Career)

Box 8
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 9
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 9
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 9
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 9
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 9
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 9
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 10
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 10
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 10
(1-New

Folder 7

Folder 1

Folder 2

Folder 3

Folder 4

Folder 5

Folder 6

Folder 1

Folder 2

Folder 3



Persico, Joseph; Papers

York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 April Box 10 Folder 4
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 May Box 10 Folder 5
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 June Box 10 Folder 6
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 July Box 10 Folder 7
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 August Box 11 Folder 1
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 September Box 11 Folder 2
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 September Box 11 Folder 3
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 October Box 11 Folder 4
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 October Box 11 Folder 5
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 November
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Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1973 December

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1974 January

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1974 February

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1974 February

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1974 March

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1974 March

Speeches, 1974 April

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1974 May

Speeches and Transcripts, 1974 June
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Box 11
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 12
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 12
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 12
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 12
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 12
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 12
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Box 12
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 13
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 13
(1-New
York State

Folder 6

Folder 1

Folder 2

Folder 3

Folder 4

Folder 5

Folder 6

Folder 7

Folder 1

Folder 2
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Speeches and Transcripts, 1974 July

Speeches and Transcripts, 1974 August

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1974 September

Speeches and Transcripts, 1974 October

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1975 January

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1975
February-1975 May

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1975 June-1975

August

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1975 September

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1975 October

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1975 October
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Government
Career)

Box 13
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 13
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 13
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 13
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 13
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 13
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 13
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 13
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 13
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 13
(1-New

Folder 3

Folder 4

Folder 5

Folder 6

Folder 7

Folder 8

Folder 9

Folder 10

Folder 11

Folder 12
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York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1975 November Box 14 Folder 1
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1975 December Box 14 Folder 2
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 January Box 14 Folder 3
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 February Box 14 Folder 4
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 March Box 14 Folder 5
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 April Box 14 Folder 6
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 May Box 14 Folder 7
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 June Box 14 Folder 8
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 July Box 15 Folder 1
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 August
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Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 September

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 September

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 October

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 October

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 November

Speeches, Press Releases and Transcripts, 1976 December

Messages to Legislature, 1967-1974

Speech Index, 1966

Speech Index, 1967
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Box 15
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Box 15
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 15
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 15
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 15
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 15
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 15
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 16
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Box 16
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 16
(1-New
York State

Folder 2

Folder 3

Folder 4

Folder 5

Folder 6

Folder 7

Folder 8

Folder 1

Folder 2

Folder 3
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Speech Index, 1968

Speech Index, 1969

Speech Index, 1970

Speech Index, 1971

Speech Index, 1972

Speech Index, 1973

Speech Index, 1974

Speech Index, 1975-1976

Nelson A. Rockefeller's (NAR) Quotes on Issues, (used

through 1973), 1973

Letters, 1970-1976
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Government
Career)

Box 16
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 16
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 16
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 16
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 16
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 16
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 16
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 16
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 16
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 17
(1-New

Folder 4

Folder 5

Folder 6

Folder 7

Folder 8

Folder 9

Folder 10

Folder 11

Folder 12

Folder 1-3



Memos, 1967-1971

Memos, 1972-1976, Undated

Subject Files, 1947-1976

Title/Description

Subject File Listings (Composition Notebook), 1970s

Abortion, 1970-1974

Acupuncture, 1972-1974

Admiral's House, 1975

Adirondack State Park, 1973-1975

Agriculture, 1970-1973

Administration, 1974-1977
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York State
Government
Career)

Box 17
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 17A
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Instances

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New
York State

Folder 4-10

Folder 1-6

Folder 1A

Folder 1

Folder 2

Folder 3

Folder 4

Folder 5

Folder 6



Arts, 1969-1974

Attica, 1971-1972

Basic Documents, Undated

Blacks, 1975, Undated

Buckley, 1968-1974

CIA Commission, 1975

Campaign 1964, 1964-1976

Campaign 1966, 1966

Campaign 1968, 1967-1968

Campaign 1970, 1970-1975

- Page 22-

Persico, Joseph; Papers

Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

Folder 7

Folder 8

Folder 9

Folder 10

Folder 11

Folder 12

Folder 13

Folder 14

Folder 15

Folder 16



Campaign 1972, 1972

Campaign 1976, 1973-1976

Campaign Spending, 1966-1976

College, 1973

Confirmation, 1974

Constitutional Convention, 1967

Coordinator of Inter American Affairs, 1947

Costa Rica, 1972

Critical Choices, 1972-1976

Daily Schedules, 1975-1977

- Page 23-

Persico, Joseph; Papers

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 18
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Folder 17

Folder 18

Folder 19

Folder 20

Folder 21

Folder 22

Folder 23

Folder 24

Folder 25



Persico, Joseph; Papers

Box 19 Folder 1
(1-New

York State

Government

Career)

De Toqueville, 1974 Box 19 Folder 2
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Death Penalty, 1973 Box 19 Folder 3
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Defense, Undated Box 19 Folder 4
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Dewey, Thomas E., 1966-1970 Box 19 Folder 5
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Draft, Undated Box 19 Folder 6
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Drugs, 1970-1975 Box 19 Folder 7
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Dyslexia, 1975-1976 Box 19 Folder 8
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Education, 1967-1969 Box 19 Folder 9
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Empire State Plaza, 1970-1978 Box 19 Folder 10
(1-New
York State

- Page 24-



Energy Independence Authority, 1975-1979

Falconry, 1973

Farmers, Undated

Federal Aid, 1964-1976

Filibuster, 1975, Undated

Fine, William F., 1980

'Firsts' in New York State, Undated

Food, 1974

Ford, Gerald, 1973-1979

Garbage Strike, 1968

- Page 25-

Persico, Joseph; Papers

Government
Career)

Box 19
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 19
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 19
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 19
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 19
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 19
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 19
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 19
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 19
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 19
(1-New

Folder 11

Folder 12

Folder 13

Folder 14

Folder 15

Folder 16

Folder 17

Folder 18

Folder 19

Folder 20



Goldwater, Barry, 1964-1974

Governor's Club, Undated

Health, 1964-1966
Scope and Contents

(including Pollution issues).

Historic Preservation, 1972-1977

History, 1972-1976

Humor, 1964-1976, Undated

Intern Interview, 1975

Italian Americans, 1955-1973

Kendall, Kathleen E., 1974

Kissinger, Henry, 1968-1980

- Page 26-

Persico, Joseph; Papers

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Folder 1

Folder 2

Folder 3

Folder 4

Folder 5

Folder 6

Folder 7

Folder 8

Folder 9



Persico, Joseph; Papers

Latin America, 1961-1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Argentina, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Barbados, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Bolivia, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Brazil, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Columbia, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Costa Rica, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Dominican Republic,

1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Ecuador, 1969

- Page 27-

Box 20
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New
York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New
York State

Folder 10

Folder 11

Folder 12

Folder 13

Folder 14

Folder 15

Folder 16

Folder 17

Folder 18

Folder 19



Persico, Joseph; Papers

Latin American Mission Speeches, El Salvador, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Guatemala, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Guyana, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Haiti, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Honduras, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Jamaica, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Mexico, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Nicaragua, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Panama, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Paraguay, 1969

- Page 28-

Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 20
(1-New

Folder 20

Folder 21

Folder 22

Folder 23

Folder 24

Folder 25

Folder 26

Folder 27

Folder 28

Folder 29



Latin American Mission Speeches, Peru, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Trinidad-Tobago, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Uruguay, 1969

Latin American Mission Speeches, Venezuela, 1969

Latin American Mission, Receipts, 1969

Lefkowitz, L., 1979

Lincoln, A., Undated

Long Island Bridge, 1973

Lottery, 1967

Lubell, S., 1970
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White House Staff, 1976
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Persico, Joseph E., 1969-1978
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Rockefeller Family, Undated
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Vietnam, 1968
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Watergate, 1973

Welfare, 1967-1968

White House Mess, 1980, Undated

Women, 1967-1973

Rockefeller, Photographs, 1974

A Return to Table of Contents

- Page 39-

Persico, Joseph; Papers

York State
Government
Career)

Box 25
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 25
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 25
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 25
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 25
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 25
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 25
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Box 25
(1-New

York State
Government
Career)

Oversized
26

Folder 16

Folder 17

Folder 18

Folder 19

Folder 20

Folder 21

Folder 22

Folder 23

Folder 1



Persico, Joseph; Papers

Writings, ca. 1930s-2001

Physical Description: 18.23 cubic ft.

Arrangement

This series is arranged alphabetically.

Processing Information:
Processing Information

Michael David Munsey arranged and described this series in 2025.

Scope and Contents

This series relates to his writings, both published and unpublished, which include book reviews, essays,
magazine articles, newspaper articles and op-eds, non-fiction books, novels, plays, and television scripts.
It contains correspondence, including e-mails (Persico's correspondence is not limited to folders labeled
as such); contracts; drafts; event materials, interview questions and transcripts; memoranda; notes (he
often wrote them on index cards); photographs; press clippings; research materials; scrapbooks; and
speeches related to Persico's various writings. Notable research materials include copies of American
intelligence and military communications and reports and copies of the correspondence of famous
individuals, such as Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Some items, such as correspondence and research
materials, are in French or German. Some correspondence relating to Persico's writings can be found in
Series 3: Biographical.

The materials often reference individuals with whom Persico collaborated. His daughter Vanya Maria
Perez (he often referred to by her initials in his papers) assisted her father with clerical duties, such as
typing up drafts of manuscripts, during the process of researching and writing his books. Robert (Bob)
Loomis was Joe Persico's editor at Random House.

Piercing the Reich, 1940-1979

Physical Description: 1.4 cubic ft.

Scope and Contents

The Piercing the Reich subseries is primarily Persico's research material. The majority of the material is
copies of declassified FBI files and the OSS War Report. The Writings subseries includes scripts for the
History Channel documentaries "Piercing the Reich: The Deadly Deceivers" and "Nuremberg: Tyranny
on Trial" in the "Documentaries, Narration" folder. Additional material collected and created by Persico
during the writing of Piercing the Reich was deposited by Persico at the Hoover Institution Library and
Archives at Stanford University. The finding aid for this material is available online through the Online
Archive of California.

Title/Description Instances

Piercing the Reich, 1970s. FBI Declassified Files, 1940s-1970s

Title/Description Instances
Angleton, James Box 27 Folder 1
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Bancroft, Mary
- Page 40-



Persico, Joseph; Papers

Box 27 Folder 2
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Bank, Aaron Box 27 Folder 3
(2.1.1-
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Reich)

Boyd, Ann Box 27 Folder 4
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

British Intelligence Box 27 Folder 5
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Brittenham, Ray Box 27 Folder 6
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Bruce, David Box 27 Folder 7
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Burke, Mike Box 27 Folder 8
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Casey, William J. Box 27 Folder 9
(2.1.1-

Piercing the

Reich)

Digital Object: Online object uploaded typically on user
request.

Cannoot, Ferdinand Box 27 Folder 10
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Chauefeur Box 27 Folder 11
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

CIA Correspondence Box 27 Folder 12
(2.1.1-

Piercing the

Reich)

Digital Object: Online object uploaded typically on user
request.

Chisel Box 27 Folder 13
(2.1.1-
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Fleisher, Henry

Gestapo

Goldberg, Arthur

Gould, Joseph

Green - UP

Grell, William

Grimm, Kurt

Hammer

Helms, Richard

Hoguet, Peter

Hood, Cornelia

Houston, Lawrence
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Haass, Walter

Issikides, Barbara

Italian Based Missions

Joan, Eleanor

Jolis, Albert

Junk, Robert

Karlow, Peter

Katz, Milton

Kirstein, Willi

Kolbe, Fritz

Laverge, Jan
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Lowenstein
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Meucke, Carl

Miller, Gerald

Molden, Fritz

Morgan, Henry

Oakes, John

0SS, History of
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Painter

Peenemunde
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Perry, Hart

Photos

Pratt, George

Prester, Julio

Digital Object: Online Object Uploaded through Hyrax

Ul

Questions of Interviewees

Reddick, W.C.

Roman, Howard

Roosevelt, Kermit

Rubens, Pauley

Sichel, Peter

Simpson

Steiner, Herbert
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Piercing the
Reich)

Strahles, Carl Box 27 Folder 74
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Sutton, Henry Box 27 Folder 75
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Swiss, 0.P.S. Box 27 Folder 76
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Swiss Operations Box 27 Folder 77
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Teper, Lazare Box 27 Folder 78
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Thalberg, Hans Box 27 Folder 79
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Thompson, Robert E.S. Box 27 Folder 80
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Tofte, Hans Box 27 Folder 81
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Training Agents Box 27 Folder 82
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Turano, Anthony Box 27 Folder 83
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Turnball, William Box 27 Folder 84
(2.1.1-
Piercing the
Reich)

Ulmer Box 27 Folder 85
(2.1.1-
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Ulsamer, Edgar

Van Arkel, Gerheart

Van Dyke, Orpha

Viertel, Peter

Vuj Novich, George

Watt, Richard

Wynberg, Hans

Yovel

Piercing the Reich, 1976
Scope and Contents
0SS War Report (July 1949, reprinted 1976).

Piercing the Reich, 1976
Scope and Contents

0SS Operations in Europe, Africa, & the Mid-East,

1944-1945.

Piercing the Reich, Miscellaneous, 1976-1979
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Box 28 (2- Folder 14
Publications)
Piercing the Reich: American Spies in Nazi Germany, Box 28 (2- Folder 15
History Channel Documentary, 1976-1997 Publications)

Columbus, ca. 1980-1990

Physical Description: 0.4 cubic ft.

Scope and Contents

The Columbus subseries includes Persico's research material, a book draft, and scripts and related
material for theatrical performances.

Title/Description Instances

Novel drafts Box 29 (2- Folder 1
Publications)

Research Box 29 (2- Folder 2
Publications)

Scripts & Performances Box 29 (2- Folder 3-4
Publications)

Theater Voices Presentation Box 29 (2- Folder 5
Publications)

My Enemy, My Brother, 1977

Physical Description: 1 folder

Scope and Contents

The subseries for My Enemy, My Brother contains only book reviews for Persico's first book.

Title/Description Instances
My Enemy, My Brother. Book Reviews, 1977 Box 30 (2- Folder 1
Publications)

The Spiderweb, 1975-1983

Physical Description: 1 folder

Title/Description Instances
The Spiderweb. Miscellaneous, 1979-1983 Box 30 (2- Folder 2
Publications)

Edward R. Murrow: An American Original, 1984-2001

Physical Description: 0.2 cubic ft.

Scope and Contents

The Edward R. Murrow subseries includes administrative files, news clippings, material related to the
promotion of the book, and correspondence about Persico's sale of rights to the book to filmmakers.
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Note that Persico donated most of his records related to this book to the Edward R. Murrow Center of
Public Diplomacy at Tufts University.

Title/Description Instances

Administrative, 1984-1991 Box 30 (2- Folder 3
Publications)

News Clippings, 1988 Box 30 (2- Folder 4
Publications)

Promotion, 1988 Box 30 (2- Folder 5
Publications)

Movie Rights, 1997-2001 Box 30 (2- Folder 5A
Publications)

Casey: From the OSS to the CIA, 1989-1991

Physical Description: 0.5 cubic ft.

Scope and Contents

The Casey subseries includes the author's research material and drafts of the biography of William
Casey. According to Publishers Weekly, Persico worked from interviews and had exclusive access to
Casey's papers. All of William Casy papers were returned to his widow, Sophia Casey.

Title/Description Instances
Administrative Files, 1990s Box 30 (2- Folder 6
Publications)
Biography, News Clippings, Promotion, 1990s Box 30 (2- Folder 7
Publications)
Report, 1945 Box 30 (2- Folder 8
Digital Object: Online object uploaded typically on user Publications)
request.
Promotion, 1987-1992 Box 30 (2- Folder 9
Publications)
Casey-Sophia Issue, 1987-1991 Box 30 (2- Folder 10
Digital Object: Online object uploaded typically on user Publications)
request.
Draft (1-134) Box 30 (2- Folder 11
Publications)
Draft (135-290) Box 30 (2- Folder 12
Publications)
Draft (291-475) Box 30 (2- Folder 13
Publications)
Draft (476-700) Box 30 (2- Folder 14
Publications)

Draft (701-866)
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Box 30 (2- Folder 15
Publications)
Draft (867-1039) Box 30 (2- Folder 16
Publications)
Draft (1040-end) Box 30 (2- Folder 17
Publications)
Teacher, 1989-1990
Physical Description: 0.1 cubic ft.
Title/Description Instances
Teacher, TV Script, 1989-1990, Undated Box 30 (2- Folder 18
Publications)
Scope and Contents
Research, Notes, and Administrative.
Teacher, TV Script, 1990 Box 30 (2- Folder 19
Publications)
Scope and Contents
Drafts.
The Imperial Rockefeller, ca. 1970s-1985
Physical Description: 0.4 cubic ft.
Title/Description Instances
Drafts (early), Undated Box 31 (2- Folder 1
Publications)
Drafts, Undated Box 31 (2- Folder 2
Publications)
Drafts (with correspondence), early 1980s-1983 Box 31 (2- Folder 3
Publications)
Reviews, 1982 Box 31 (2- Folder 4
Publications)
Interview Files. Interview List, 1978 Box 31 (2- Folder 5
Publications)
Interview Files. Albright, H., 1978-1979 Box 31 (2- Folder 6
Publications)
Interview Files. Anbinder, P., 1978-1979 Box 31 (2- Folder 7
Publications)
Interview Files. Armao, R., 1978-1979 Box 31 (2- Folder 8
Publications)
Interview Files. Boyd, J., 1978-1979 Box 31 (2- Folder 9
Publications)

Interview Files. Braun, T., 1978-1979
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Interview Files. Canfield, S., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Cannon, J., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Canzeri, J., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Douglass, 1978-1979

Interview Files. Dunham, D., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Ekhof, W., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Hinman, G., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Hughes, E., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Humphries, G., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Hurd, T., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Lanigan, C., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Lelyveld, 1978-1979

Interview Files. Logue, E., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Marshall, A., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Morrow, 1978-1979

Interview Files. Rosenbaum, 1978-1979

Interview Files. Spad, 1978-1979

Interview Files. Wallison, P., 1978-1979

Interview Files. Watts, 1978-1979

Interview Files. Whiteman, 1978-1979
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Interview Files. Whitman, 1978-1979

Interview Files. Wilson, 1978-1979

Interview Files. Zinker, L., 1978-1979

Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial, ca. 1930-2001

Physical Description: 3 cubic ft. 2 films

Scope and Contents

The Nuremberg subseries includes the author's research material, manuscript drafts, correspondence,
and promotion for each of the book's editions. Material related to the History Channel documentary
Nuremberg: Tyranny on Trial and the TNT television miniseries Nuremberg is also included in this
subseries. Note that material related to Persico's promotion of both TNT's Nuremberg and the reissued
paperback edition of the book are included in the folder of promotional records for 2000-2001. The
Writings subseries includes scripts for the History Channel documentaries "Piercing the Reich: The
Deadly Deceivers" and "Nuremberg: Tyranny on Trial" in the "Documentaries, Narration" folder.

Title/Description

Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial, 1930s-1995

Title/Description

American Heritage Article, 1992-1994

Air Raid, 1945-1990s

Correspondence, 1979-1994

Digital Object: Online Object Uploaded through Hyrax
UI

US Army History Institute (Carlisle, PA), 1991-1994

Research Materials, mostly 1940s
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Nuremberg Chronology, 1937-1946

Clearances, 1991-1993

Dimensions, (a Journal of Holocaust Studies), 1993-1994

Directions, undated

Nuremberg Directory, printed 1991

Digital Object: Online Object Uploaded through Hyrax

Ul

Pamphlets (Holocaust Museum & Memorial Council),

1990s

Interview notes, 1991

Digital Object: Online Object Uploaded through Hyrax

Ul

Military History Quarterly, 1993-1994

National Archives Docs (Records of War Crimes Trial

Interrogations & Trial Proceedings), 1945-1949

Photos (of the trial and the Holocaust), 1940s
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Photo credits, orders, & book cover, 1940s-1993

Book Proposal, "Last Day at Nuremberg", undated

Reunion materials, 1991

FDR Library materials, 1990s

Sources, ca. 1980s-1990s

Syracuse University Library Information, 1990s

Notes, 1992

Nuremberg Trial Telephone Directory, 1945

Titles, undated

Nuremberg Tourism Pamphlets, ca. 1980s-1990s
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Trip folder, Washington, D.C., undated
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Viking-Penguin (Publishing Co.), Correspondence and

Notes, 1990-1993

Yad Vashem Research, 1991

Research and Notes, 1940s-1990s
Physical Description: 6 folders

Nuremberg Reunion, 1995 (two years after the book's

release), 1995

Nuremberg: Tyranny on Trial, History Channel

Documentary, 1995

Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial, early 1990s

Title/Description

Draft 1 Copy (1-165), early 1990s

Draft 1 Copy (166-386), early 1990s

Draft 1 Copy (387-574), early 1990s
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Box 33 Folder 3
(2.9.2-

Nuremberg:

Infamy on

Trial)

Draft 1 Copy (575-748), early 1990s Box 33 Folder 4
(2.9.2-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft 1 Copy (749-end), early 1990s Box 33 Folder 5
(2.9.2-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft 1, 2nd Edit (1-188), early 1990s Box 33 Folder 6
(2.9.2-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft 1, 2nd Edit (189-324), early 1990s Box 33A Folder 1
(2.9.2-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft 1, 2nd Edit (325-500), early 1990s Box 33A Folder 2
(2.9.2-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft 1, 2nd Edit (501-674), early 1990s Box 33A Folder 3
(2.9.2-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft 1, 2nd Edit (675-end), early 1990s Box 33A Folder 4
(2.9.2-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft unspecified (1-136), early 1990s Box 33A Folder 5
(2.9.2-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft unspecified (137-327), early 1990s Box 33A Folder 6
(2.9.2-
Nuremberg:
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Infamy on
Trial)

Draft unspecified (328-511), early 1990s Box 33B Folder 1
(2.9.2-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft unspecified (512-645), early 1990s Box 33B Folder 2
(2.9.2-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft unspecified (646-end), early 1990s Box 33B Folder 3
(2.9.2-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial, 1993
Title/Description Instances

Photos of the Holocaust & the Nuremberg Trial, ca. early =~ Box 33C Folder 1
1940s-1946 (2.9.3-

Nuremberg:

Infamy on

Trial)

Draft IT (pgs 1-101) Box 33C Folder 2
(2.9.3-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft II (pgs 101-200) Box 33C Folder 3
(2.9.3-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft II (pgs 201-300) Box 33C Folder 4
(2.9.3-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft II (pgs 301-400) Box 33C Folder 5
(2.9.3-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft IT (pgs 401-500) Box 33C
(2.9.3-
Nuremberg:
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Infamy on
Trial)

Draft II (pgs 501-600) Box 33C Folder 7
(2.9.3-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft II (pgs 601-700) Box 33C Folder 8
(2.9.3-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Draft II (pgs 701-783) Box 33C Folder 9
(2.9.3-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Nuremberg: Infamy on Trial, ca. 1930-2001

Title/Description Instances

Book Reviews, 1994 Box 42 Folder 1
(2.9.4-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Correspondence, 1991-1999 Box 42 Folder 2
(2.9.4-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Film, Photographs, 1999 Box 42 Folder 3
(2.9.4-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Film, Production, 1993-2000 Box 42 Folder 4
(2.9.4-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Manuscript Editing, 1993-1994 Box 42 Folder 5
(2.9.4-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Promotion, 1993-1995 Box 42 Folder 6
(2.9.4-
Nuremberg:
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Infamy on
Trial)

Promotion, 2000-2001 Box 42 Folder 7
(2.9.4-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Screenplay Notes, ca. 1995 Box 42 Folder 8
(2.9.4-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Shooting Script, 1999 July 20 Box 42 Folder 9
(2.9.4-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Thomas F. Leahy Panel, 1999 Box 43 Folder 1
(2.9.4-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Unidentified Nuremberg War Crimes Trial Book, Box 43 Folder 2
undated (2.9.4-

Nuremberg:

Infamy on

Trial)

War Crimes, News Clippings, 1993-1995 Box 43 Folder 3
(2.94-
Nuremberg:
Infamy on
Trial)

Nuremberg, TNT Television Movie, Based on Nuremberg:
Infamy on Trial, VHS, 2000 July 16

Joseph E. Persico on the Liz Bishop Show
discussingNuremberg, VHS, 2000 July 16

Roosevelt's Secret War: FDR and World War II Espionage, 2001

Physical Description: 0.2 cubic ft.

Scope and Contents

This subseries includes a review of Roosevelt's Secret War: FDR and World War II Espionage from The
New York Times Book Review. Artwork for the review by Thomas Powers was featured on the cover of
the issue.

Title/Description Instances
Roosevelt's Secret War: FDR and World War II Espionage, Box 48 (2- Folder 1
Book Review, The New York Times Book Review, 2001 Publications)
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A Return to Table of Contents

Speeches and Writings, 1958-2003

Physical Description: 1.17 cubic ft.

Scope and Contents

The texts, drafts, news clippings, correspondence, and other supporting material is available for speeches
and other non-book writings of Persico.

Arrangement

Arranged alphabetically.

Speeches, 1975-2002

Physical Description: 0.17 cubic ft.

Scope and Contents

The texts, drafts, news clippings, correspondence, and other supporting material is available for some
of the speeches and lectures given by Persico. Also included in this subseries is material related to
panels Persico participated in on topics related to his publications. Note that additional material related
to Persico's speeches is available in the Correspondence series as the creator did not always separately
file that correspondence.

Arrangement

Arranged alphabetically.

Title/Description Instances

American Swiss Foundation, Speaking Engagement, Box 44 (3- Folder 1
Correspondence, 1997-2001 Speeches

and

Writings)
Commencement Address, Gloversville High School, Box 44 (3- Folder 2
Gloversville, NY, 1975 Speeches

and

Writings)
Commencement Address, University at Albany, SUNY, Box 44 (3- Folder 3
Albany, NY, 1996 Speeches

and

Writings)
Dartmouth, Montgomery Fellows Lecture, Box 44 (3- Folder 4
Correspondence, 2001-2002 Speeches

and

Writings)
Greek Public Television ERT, Program about Colin Powell, Box 44 (3- Folder 5
Correspondence, 2002 Speeches
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and
Writings)

Harry S. Truman Presidential Library, Correspondence, Box 44 (3- Folder 6
1997-1998 Speeches

and

Writings)

The Rockefellers, American Experience Television Box 44 (3- Folder 7
Documentary, 1998-2000 Speeches

and

Writings)

Speakers Project, 1995 Box 44 (3- Folder 8
Speeches
and
Writings)

Speaking Engagements, 1991-2002 Box 44 (3- Folder 9
Speeches
and
Writings)

University at Albany Veterans Project, 2001 Box 44 (3- Folder 10
Speeches
and
Writings)

Writings, 1958-2003

Physical Description: 1 cubic foot

Scope and Contents

The Writings subseries includes drafts, news clippings, correspondence, and other supporting material
available for the non-book writings of Persico. Persico has published many articles on historical topics
in publications such as American Heritage as well as book reviews and opinion ("op-ed") pieces for
newspapers. A few folders of research material are also included in this series. Also included in this
subseries is research material assembled for writing projects that did not result in a publication of a
book and an unpublished manuscript for a novel, The Fornix. The "Documentaries, Narration" folder
also includes scripts for the History Channel documentaries "Piercing the Reich: The Deadly Deceivers"
and "Nuremberg: Tyranny on Trial".

Arrangement

Arranged alphabetically.

Title/Description Instances

Benjamin Franklin, Research Material, ca. 2002 Box 45 (3- Folder 1
Speeches
and
Writings)

Bogliasco Foundation Residency, 1997-2002 Box 45 (3- Folder 2
Speeches
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Book ReviewThe New York Times Book Review, Armand
Hammer: The Untold Story, "Lonely at the Top", 1996

Book ReviewThe New York Times Book Review,

Battleground Berlin: CIA vs. KGB in the Cold War, 1997

Book ReviewThe New York Times Book Review, The
Haunted Wood: Soviet Espionage in America- Stalin Era,

"The Kremlin Connection", 1998-1999

Book ReviewThe New York Times Book Review, The Sword
and the Shield, "Secrets from the Lubyanka", 1999

Book ReviewThe New York Times Book Review, The
Private Life of Kim Philby: The Moscow Years, "Out in the

Cold", 2000

Book ReviewThe New York Times Book Review, A
Convenient Spy: Wen Ho Lee and the Politics of Nuclear
Espionage and My Country Versus Me: The First-Hand
Account by the Los Alamos Scientist Who was Falsely

Accused of Being a Spy, 2002

Book ReviewThe New York Times Book Review,

Intelligence in War: Knowledge of the Enemy from

Napoleon to Al-Qaeda, 2003

Book ReviewThe New York Times Book Review, A Look
Over My Shoulder: A Life in the Central Intelligence Agency,

"Company Man", 2003

Book Reviews, 1978-2000

"Bridge to the Past", Sleepy Hollow Restorations, 1977

Documentaries, Narration, 1998
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and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches

Folder 3

Folder 4

Folder 5

Folder 6

Folder 7

Folder 8

Folder 9

Folder 10

Folder 11

Folder 12

Folder 13
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Edward R. Murrow and William J. Casey, Documentary

Proposals, 1995

Erie Canal, Research Material, 2000

"The Flight of the Enola Gay"Modern Maturity, 1985

The Fornix, ca. 1980

The Fornix, ca. 1980

"The Great Gun Merchant"American Heritage, 1974 August

"How much Legal Protection does New York State give the

Consumer?" Consumer Counsel to the Governor, 1958

Influenza Epidemic of 1918, Persico Article and

Documentary, 1996-1998

"An Interview with John Huston"American Heritage, 1982

"The Last Days of the Third Reich"American Heritage, 1985

"The Making of a War Criminal".Dimensions, 1994

Marilyn Monroe and Joe DiMaggio, Book Proposal, 1997
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and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches

Folder 14

Folder 15

Folder 16

Folder 17

Folder 18

Folder 19

Folder 20

Folder 21

Folder 22

Folder 23

Folder 24

Folder 25
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Opinion PieceNew York Times, "When Quotes Can't Be

Trusted", 1997

Opinion PieceThe Wall Street Journal, "Deception is Part of

the Art of War, But Shhhhh!", 2002

Opinion PieceNew York Times, "Can Words Change

Meaning?", Undated

Research Material, 1959, 1976

Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Study and Conference

Center Residency, 1996-2002

"Rockefeller in Retrospect"New York Archives, 2001

"Too Much Crime...Too Little Justice", Report of the
President's Advisory Board, National Institute of Justice,

ca. 1980s

Upset, Proposed Book about 1948 Truman-Dewey
Presidential Election, Correspondence and Proposal,

1996-1997

Upset, Proposed Book about 1948 Truman-Dewey
Presidential Election, Research Material, ca. 1968-1999

Upset, Proposed Book about 1948 Truman-Dewey
Presidential Election, Research Material, ca. 1968-1999

"War Crimes Trials", forThe Reader's Companion to

Military History, 1994-1996
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Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches
and
Writings)

Box 45 (3-
Speeches

Folder 26

Folder 27

Folder 28

Folder 29

Folder 30

Folder 31

Folder 32

Folder 33

Folder 34

Folder 35

Folder 36

Folder 37
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"We May Never Mate Again"Times Union, 1999

"Who knows? Who cares? Forgotten Children in Foster
Care", Report of the National Commission on Children in

Need of Parents, 1979

A Return to Table of Contents

Correspondence, 1960-2002

Physical Description: 1 cubic foot

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Persico can be found throughout the collection. For example, references to
Persico's publications will be found in both the general correspondence files and the subseries of specific
publications. While some correspondence is clearly personal or professional, there is not always a clear
separation between the author's personal and professional correspondents. Persico appears to have
retained copies of much of his outgoing correspondence in the form of typed and handwritten letters
and email messages. The author's notable correspondents include: director John Huston who Persico
interviewed for an article in American Heritage; Pulitzer Prize-winning authors Michael Shaara (1983)
and William Kennedy (1983); journalist Jim Lehrer (1986); Broadway and television director Edwin
Sherin (1985); author Thomas Powers (1993); and Casey Murrow (1995, 1998) among others.

Arrangement

Arranged chronologically.

Title/Description

Correspondence, 1960, 1983-1994

Janklow, Mort, Correspondence, 1978-1985

Huston, John, Correspondence, 1982

Bernard Geis Associates, Correspondence, 1982-1984

Publications, Correspondence, 1995-1996

Correspondence, 1995

Correspondence, 1996
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Writings)

Box 45 (3- Folder 38
Speeches

and

Writings)

Box 45 (3- Folder 39
Speeches

and

Writings)

Instances

Box 46 (4- Folder 1
Correspondence)

Box 46 (4- Folder 2
Correspondence)

Box 46 (4- Folder 3
Correspondence)

Box 46 (4- Folder 4
Correspondence)

Box 46 (4- Folder 5
Correspondence)

Box 46 (4- Folder 6
Correspondence)
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Box 46 (4- Folder 7
Correspondence)
Correspondence, 1997 Box 46 (4- Folder 8
Correspondence)
Correspondence, 1998 Box 46 (4- Folder 9
Correspondence)
Correspondence, 1998 Box 46 (4- Folder 10
Correspondence)
Correspondence, 1999 Box 46 (4- Folder 11
Correspondence)
Correspondence, 2000 Box 46 (4- Folder 12
Correspondence)
Correspondence, 2000 Box 46 (4- Folder 13
Correspondence)
Correspondence, 2000 Box 46 (4- Folder 14
Correspondence)
Correspondence, 2001 Box 46 (4- Folder 15
Correspondence)
Correspondence, 2001 Box 46 (4- Folder 16
Correspondence)
Correspondence, 2001 Box 46 (4- Folder 17
Correspondence)
Correspondence, 2002 Box 46 (4- Folder 18
Correspondence)
Correspondence, 2002 Box 46 (4- Folder 19
Correspondence)

A Return to Table of Contents

Biographical, 1958-2001

Physical Description: 0.17 cubic ft. 2 films

Arrangement

Arranged alphabetically.

Processing Information:
Processing Information

Michael Munsey arranged and described this series in December 2025.

Scope and Contents

This series contains materials relating to Joseph E. Persico's time as an employee of the U.S. federal
government and life as a private citizen, i.e., not as an employee of the New York State government or
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as an author. This series contains extensive correspondence, which Persico divided into general and
professional. However, there is overlap between these two categories of correspondence, i.e., Persico
often intermingled personal letters with his professional correspondence. In addition, some of the
correspondence in this series does relate to his writings. Notable individuals that Persico corresponded
with include General Colin Powell, James P. Schaefer, the son of Vincent Schaefer, the family of Edward
R. Murrow, author Michael Shaara, author and journalist William Kennedy, journalist Jim Lehrer,

and Canadian MP Derek Blackburn. This series also includes correspondence written by Joseph's wife,
Sylvia Persico. Some of the emails and letters are in Italian. Finally, a noteworthy example of Persico's
correspondence is an email describing his visit to Ground Zero on Monday September 17, 2001.

Title/Description Instances

Latin America, ca. 1959-1962 Box 47 (5- Folder 1
Biographical)

Letter to the Editor, Anonymous, 1963 Box 47 (5- Folder 2
Biographical)

Persico, News Clippings, 1975-2001 Box 47 (5- Folder 3
Biographical)

Resume, 1966 Box 47 (5- Folder 4
Biographical)

Saint Rose Cup Polo Match, Scholarship, 1997 Box 47 (5- Folder 5
Biographical)

Scrapbook, ca. 1959-1990 Box 47 (5- Folder 6
Biographical)

Young Democrats, 1958 Box 47 (5- Folder 7
Biographical)

"The Naked Writer" Lecture for the New York State Writers Box 47 (5-
Institute, University at Albany, Page Hall, Master and Use Biographical)
Copies, VHS, 2001 March 14

A Return to Table of Contents
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