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Summary Information

Repository:

Title:

ID:

Date[inclusive]:
Physical Description:
Physical L ocation:

Language of the
Material:

Mixed Materials
[Collection]:

Abstract:

M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives
Wolfram Eberhard Papers

ger026

1935-1957

1 cubic ft.

The materials are located onsite in the department.

German , German .

X

Born in Potsdam, Eberhard taught in China and Turkey in the 1930s
and at the University of California at Berkeley. This collection
contains corrected manuscripts of "China-Aufenhalt: Arbeiten ber
Astronomie und Volkskunde"(1935), " Chinesische Volksmrchen

in bersetzungen”(1935), "Materialen von der China-Reise zur
Volkskunde und Astronomie Chinas'(1936), "Kaiser der Idee" (1937),
and "Biographisches Wrterbuch, Beamtetitel Hsiung-nu-Texte" (1943);
and offprints of articles on Chinese history, culture, and folklore,
1935-1957.

Preferred Citation

Preferred citation for this material is asfollows: Identification of specific item, series, box, folder,
Wolfram Ebehard Papers, 1935-1957. M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and
Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New Y ork (hereafter
referred to as the Eberhard Papers).
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Biographical / Historical

Wolfram Eberhard was born in Potsdam Germany on March 17, 1909 to Gustav B. and Gertrud Mueller
Eberhard. Eberhard went to Berlin University to study Chinese and social anthropology. Wanting more
education on China, Eberhard secretly enrolled at the Seminar for Oriental Languages because his
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professors at Berlin did not believe in teaching colloquial languages. After school, Eberhard worked at
the Berlin Anthropological Museum and traveled to Chinaiin 1934.

While on histrip to China, Eberhard taught at Peking National University, Peiping Municipal University,
and the Medical School at Baoding. Eberhard wrote and published books about China and language
throughout this trip. After returning to Germany in 1936, Eberhard became the director of Asian

studies at the Grassi Museum in Leipzig. At the height of the War, Eberhard was able to get a Moses
Mendel ssohn Fellowship and left for Hong-Kong, Chinawhere he then went to Turkey and began
teaching history at Ankara University. While working at this University, he continued to publish works.

Eberhard received a one-year Rockefeller grant at the University of California, Berkeley in 1948 and
ended up being offered afull-time faculty position in the Department of Sociology where he taught until
1976.

Throughout his career, Eberhard published extenisvely. He published some 35 books, 185 articles, 300
book reviews, and numerous shorter notes in Chinese, German, Turkish, and English.

Eberhard died on August 15, 1989 and was survived by his wife and two children.
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Scope and Contents

This collection contains corrected manuscripts of "China-Aufenhalt: Arbeiten ber Astronomie und
Volkskunde'(1935), " Chinesische Volksmrchen in bersetzungen (1935), "Materialen von der China-
Reise zur Volkskunde und Astronomie Chinas'(1936), "Kaiser der Idee" (1937), and "Biographisches
Wrterbuch, Beamtetitel Hsiung-nu-Texte" (1943); and offprints of articles on Chinese history, culture,
and folklore, 1935-1957.
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Arrangement

The collection is unprocessed and is likely disorganized. Individual items may be difficult to find.
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Administrative I nformation

Publication Statement
M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections & Archives

Revision Description
Collection level finding aid created by Sheri Sarnoff 2020
Processing Information

Processing by unprocessed.

I mmediate Sour ce of Acquisition

Wolfram Eberhard donated materials in this collection in May 1981.In March 2023, his former
graduate student, now Professor Anita Weiss, donated four bound volumes of notes that belonged to
Professor Eberhard.

Conditions Governing Access

Accessto this collection is restricted because it is unprocessed. Portions of the collection may contain
recent administrative records and/or personally identifiable information. While it islikely that
portions of the collection may be viewed, access must be managed by an archivist.

Conditions Governing Use

The researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming with the laws of copyright. Whenever
possible, the M.E. Grenander Department of Specia Collections and Archives will provide
information about copyright owners and other restrictions, but the legal determination ultimately
rests with the researcher. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection should be
discussed with the Head of Special Collections and Archives.
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Controlled Access Headings

. Eberhard, Wolfram, 1909-1989
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